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INTRODUCTION

This book which is published under the heading “ Vairagya
Candrodaya Sara Samksépam ” is based on a single manuscript
available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, as D. No. 63. The main theme of this book is to prove that
detachment reinforced by devotion, knowledge and Karma alone can
lead one to the final goal of human achievement, namely salvation.
The impermanence of human -existence and the insignificance of the
worldly achievement are well brought out by the poetin a lucid
style. The force with which it is presented enables one to ward off
ignorance from one’s heart and establish the cult of Bhakti on firm
foundations. If selection of words according to the respective ideas
expressed by them is a criterion for the making of a good poet, the
author of the present work should be ranked as a great poet.

The uselessness of the human body when compared to that of other
beings is brought out in a very effective manner, such that it can
provoke the thoughts of even the most world-minded man and make
him pause before he takes a single step further in the path of Sarhséra.

While establishing the fact that all the sentient and the insenti-
ent are made up of the same composite materials, the author has
proved his wide learning and insight.

[
Another notable feature of the exposition of this author is, he is
able to present even the most super-human phenomena and ideas in
an intelligible way with the help of common-place similies.

The metre adopted here is ¢ Keka ’, a variety of ¢ Kilippattu. The
general nomenclature of ¢ Kilippattu ’ is accidentally derived from the
fact that a parrot is said to be singing some of the famous works like
the ‘Adhyiatma Raméayana’ which are composed in similar metres.
Though a swan is introduced in the place of the parrot in this wor ,
it does net prevent it from being included in that group of metrical
forms known as ‘Kilippattu’; the name ¢Hamsappattu’ may be
more appropriate in the context.

The work starts with a conversation, between a king and aswan
of the Mahasa lake., The former is referred to as ¢ Puralida ’ and
¢ Vafioibhiipa . The name ° Puralida, is usually associated with the
Raja of Kottayam. The identification of ¢ Puralida ’ with Vaficibhiipa
(King of Trivandrum) is possible with reference to only one King of
Kottayam who is known as Kerala Varma. Historical records reveal
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that Queen Umayamma who reigned over Travancore between 1678 -

and 1684 A. D. was helped in a great crisis by one Kerala Varma of
Kottayam who was foremost among poets, and that the queen
consecreated him as her successor to the throne and Yuvardja and
built a separate palace for him at Trivandrum, in return for the
valuable help rendered by him. This historical fact strengthens the
probability of identifying the author of this work known as both
‘Puralia, and ¢ Vaficibhiipa ’° with Kerala Varma the junior con-
temporary of Queen Umayamma.

The famous Kottayam Thamburan, the author of many Kathakali
works refers to one Kerala Varma as his elder brother in the following
words :—

¢ Kamapradina jita kalpamahiruhassah
Cintdmanirjayati Kerala Varma nama *’

This may be the same person as the author of this work. But the
conspicuous absence of any reference to his being the ¢ Vaiicibhipa ’,
by his younger brother can be explained by the fact that Kottayam
Thamburan praised his brother before the latter became associated
with the throne of Trivandrum, a‘view which is supported by
Sri R. Narayana Panicker in his «“ Bhags sahitya Caritram . It will not

be far from truth if we attribute the authorship of ¢ Keralavarma’

Ramayana " also to this poet.

From the resemblance that is found in the style and other pecu-
liarities, one may be tempted to think that this poet is identical with
«Kottayam Thamburan’’. But the above arguments distinguish
him from the author of the Kathakali works and the similarity in
style - can be explained as literary accident (which is more probablc)
since they are brothers and would have been brought up in the same
atmosphere.

This work, which has many valuable dictums to preach with regard
to material and spiritual matters, is expected to succeed in attracting
the attention of scholars and philosophers alike. My thanks are due
to Sri M. P. Mukundan, Malayalam Pandit of the library for pre-
paring the press copy and correcting the proofs.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN.
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LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT
PUBLICATIONS.

IN CITY.

ACCOUNT TEST INSTITUTE, Egmore, Madres.
CInY Book CoMPANY, PosT Box No. 605, adras-4,
HIGGINBOTHAMS, Madras.
P. VARADACHARI & Co., Madras.

THE SOUTH INDIA SAIVA SIDDHANTHA WORKS PUBLISHING SOCIETY, LIMITX ), Madras.
VENEATARAMA & Co., Madras.

V. PERUMAL CHET:Y ~ND SONS, Madtas.

V. RaMaswAMY SASTROLU & SoNs, Madras.

OTTRTMAI OFFICE, Madras-17.

M. DORAISWAMY MUDALIAR & Co., Madras.

FREE INDIA CO-OPERATORS’ AGENOY, Madras-4.

S0UTH INDIA TRADERS, Royapetta, Madras.

IN MUFASSAL,

M. C. KrisEHNIAH CHETTY, Madanapalle, Chittoor district.

THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES COMPANY, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore district.
D. SREEERISHNAMURTHY, ONGOLE, Guntur district.

M. SESHACHALAM & Co., Masulipatnam, Krishna district.

TRIVENI PUBLISHERS, Masulipatnam, Krishna district.

HINDUSTAN DIARY PUBLISHERS, Vijayavada, Krishna district.

THE COMMEROIAL LINKS, Governorpet, Vijayavada, Krishna district.
THE MANAGER, Gramodharana, Buckinghampet, Vijayavada, K:lshm dlstrict.
E. M. GOPALARRISHNA KONE, Madurai, Madurai district.

K. P. AEMED KUNHI & BROoS., Cannanore, Malabar district.

KERALA POLYTECHNIC Cp-opnmmvn Sociery, LTD., Kozhikode-5 (South Malabar),
P. K. BROTHERS, Kozhikode (South Malabar).

V. D. MOORTHY, Nellore, Nellore district.

A. VENEKATASUBBAN, Valiore, North Arcot district.

TiES MODERN MART, Salem, Salem district.

K. BHOJA RAO & C0., Mangalore, South Kanara district.

U. R. SHENOY & SONS, Mangalore, South Kanara district.

SRINIVAS & C0., Kumbakonam, Tanjore district.

P. N. SWAMINATHA SIVAN & Co., Pudukkottai, Tiruchirappalli district.
S. KRISHNASWAMI & Co., Tiruchirappaiii, Tiruchirapp..lli, district.
PALANIAPPA BROTHERS, Teprukulam, Tiruchirappalli, Tiruchirappalli distric},
V. 8. VAsSAN & Co., Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli district.

S. R. SUBRAMANIA PinrAr, Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli district.

ARIVU NOOLAGAMNM, Murket Street, Ootacamund.

IN OTHER STATES.

BHANVARILAL JAIN, Motikatra, Agra.

SREE ABHIRAVA VAIDYA SHARADA BOOK DEPOT, Bangalore-2.
‘THE BANGALORE BOOK CENTRE, Bangalore-2,

THE STANDARD BOOK DEPOT, Bangalore-2.

HARI GOVIND BOOK STALL, Baroda.
‘NEw BOOK COMPANY, Bombay.
THE POPULAR B0oOK DEPOT, Lamington Road, Bombay-7.
THRE BOOK COMPANY, Calcutta.
THACKER SPINE & C0., Calcutta.
BHARAT STORES, Ernakulam.
CHAROTAR BOOK STALL, Anand (Gujerat).
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' CO-OPERATIVE BOOE DEpoz, Lalisguda P.0., Hydertud

(Deccan).
§. M. JAGANATHAN, Nagercoil. |
8. V. KaMAT; Kumta (North Kanara),
JAIN BOOK AGENCY, New Delhi.
INTERNATIONAL BOOK SERVIOR, Poona.

NIERNATIONAL BoOK Houss, Trivardrom.
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