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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for
sonsideration the question of publication of the
7arious manascripts in different languages on
subjects like philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc., early
in May 1948, Important Manuscript Libraries in the
Madras presidency were requested to send a list of
unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of
being considered by the Governmeat for publication.
The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja
Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone
complied with this request. This list as well as a
similer list of unpublished manuscripts in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, were
carefully examined and a tentative selection. of
manuscripts suitable for publication was made. The
Government in their Memoranium No. 34913/48-10,
Education, dated 4-4-1949, constituted an Expert
Committee with the Curator of the Government Orien-
tal Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary,
for the final selection of manuscripts suitable for
printing and for estimating the cost of publication.

The following are members of the Committee:— \

1. 8ri T. M. Narayanaswami, Pillai M.A., B.L.,
2. ,, R.P.Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.,

3. ,, C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.,
4. ,, R.Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki)

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., Ph.D.,

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.A., L.T.,

7. , V.Prabhakara Sastri.

8. ,, N.Venkata Rao, M. A.,

9. ,, H.Sesha Ayyangar.
10, ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A,,
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11. Sri M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A,, L.T.,
12. Dr.C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., Ph.D,
13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., b. Phil.,
14, _ »» A, Sankaran, M.A., Ph.D,, L.T,,
15, Sri P.S. Rama Sastri.

16.  ,, S, K. Ramanatha Sastri. .

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M,A., D.Phil. (Oxon)
18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader,
19, Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. -,, S. Gopalan, B.A.y B,L. .

21. ,, T.Chandrasekharan, M,A., L.T.,

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-
Committees for the various languages.
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahrathi and
Islamic Languages. They met during the month of
May, 1949, at Madras and Tanjore to examine the
manuscripts and make a selection. The recommenda-
tions of the Committee were accepted by the Govern-
ment in G. O. No. Mis. 2745 Education, dated 31-8-1949
and they decided to call these publications as the
“ MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES,"
and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General Editor
of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up
for publication during the current year :

“ A" FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL
MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY, MADRAS.

TAMIL

Kappal Sattiram.
Anubhava Vaidya Murai
Attanakolzhalam
Upade$a Kandam

Colan Purva Pattayam
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‘Roniga Data Rajakkal

_Sivajniana Dipam

Sadasiva Rupam, with commentaty.
TELUGU

Sangitaratnakaramu
Ausadha Yogamulu
Vaidya nighantuvu
Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
Yoga Darsana Visayamu
Khadga Laksapa Siromani

SANSKRIT

Visanarayaniyam .

Bhargava Nadika
Hariharacaturangam
Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam

MALAYALAM
Garbha Cikitsa

- Vastulaksanam

Silpasastram
Silpavisayam.
Mahasaram
Kanakkusaram

~ Kriyakramam

KANNADA
Lokopakara
Rattamata
Dikgabsdhe
Advasastram
Ausadhagalu -
Vaidyavisaya
Sangitaratnakara
Supasastra.
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ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
Jamil-Al-Ashya
Tibb-E-Faridi

Tahqiq-Al-Buhran
Safinat-Al-Najat

“B” FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI’S
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SARASVATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJ ORE

- TAMIL

Sarabhendravaidya Murai (Diabetes)
Do (Eyes)

Agastiyar 200

Konkanarsarakku Va.lppu

Tiruccirrambalakkovaiyar with Padavurai

Kalacakram

Talasamudram

Bharatanatyam

Pandiksli Vilasa Natakam

Pururava Cakravarti Natakam

Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras.

University Library on Folklore.

‘Ramaiyan Ammanai

Tamil Padalkal 1nclud1ng pattinattar Venba
and Vannankal

TELUGU

Kamandakanitisaramu
-Taladasapranapradipika
Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu
Rajagopala Vilasamu

Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI

Natyadastra Sangraha
Book of Knowledge

Folk Songs.

Dora Darun Veni Paddhatl
Agvasa Catula Dumani
Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha
Sarabhendra Thirthavali
Lavani

Devendra Kuravaiiji
Bhakta Vilasa _
Sloka Baddha Ramayana
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SANSKRIT

Agdvasastra with Tricolour Illustrations
Rajamrganka
Cikitsamrtasagara
Ayurvedamahodadhi

Gita Govinda Abhinaya
Colacampu

Szhendra Vilasa
Dharmakutam - Sundara Kanda
Jatakasara
Visnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
Sangita Darpana

Bijapallava
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It is hoped that the publicatian of most of the

important manuscripts will be completed within the
next four years.

~ Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication
are represented by single copies in the Library and
consequently the mistakes that are found in them could
not be corrected by comparing them with other copies.
The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest
correct readings. The wrong readings are given in
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rouind brackets and correct readings have been sugges-
ted in square brackets. When different readings are
found, they have been given in the feot-notes except
in the case of a few books, in which the correct read-
ings have been given the foot-note or incorporated in
the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of publication although
there is a drive for economy in all the departments.
My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the
manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank the
various editors, who are experts in their own field, for
readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and see
them through the Press. The various Presses that
co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the best
manner possible also deserve my thanks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the correc-
tions made in the proofs.

The present work “KHADGA LAKSANA SIROMANI"
is a treatise on Swords, in campu style. It gives the
description of 32 kinds of swords. The original names
of the swords are given in Sanskrit as well as in
Portuguese and Hindusthani.

The description of the manuscript, the only basis
for this edition is as follows :—

D. No. 2667, Paper, Size, 33 x8% inches Pages 19
lines 26 on a page. condition good. complete, Single
copy.

Messers N. S.Sundaresva Rao and T. L. Narasimharao
B. Sc. Telugu Pandits are to be thanked for their help
in going through the proofs.

Govt. Oriental
Manuscripts Library
. Madras.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
General Editor
Madras Govt. Oriental Series.

INTRODUCTION

B e ]

KHADGA LAKSANA SIROMANI, as the name
suggests, is a treatise in verse relating to the various
characteristics of swords. Itis the only one of its
kind in Telugu literature and though apparently
a small one, the work is valuable as a technical work
relating to the unsurveyed field of scientific literature
in Telugu, written in Pudukkotta in Tamil land under
the patronage of the well known Thondaman family
of rulers, who were well known patrons ‘of Telugu
Learning and Culture. ! It 1is therefore in the
fitness of things that this is undertaken by the
Government for publication in the Telugu series as
it forms an important contribution to Telugu culture
in general and to Southern School of Telugu litera-
ture in particular.

Particulars of manuscript : This edition is based
on the single manuscript copy available in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras
and the description of the work is as under “ Paper,
D. 2667-133” x 83" Pages 19, Lines 26 on a page.
Mode of writing good, but not correct. Omission in
verse lines-condition good-complete —single copy **

Author and Date: The work is writien by the
poet Navanappa at the instance of Rayaraghunitha,
Tirumala and Vijaya Raghunatha Tondamans (verse 7).
He is the son of Nalla Pichayya who was patronised
by Raya Raghunatha Thondaman, (verse 9). In verse
8, the author pays a tribute to four persons, who are
skilled in the science of swords, and who gave the
necessary authoritative information for writing the
work. They are:—

1. Vide Appendix 2 (Telugu) for “Telugu Literature under the Pudukkotta
Rulgrs.”
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1. Tirumala Chidambaram-an excellent maker of
swords. ' ’

2. Chigili Lakshmarama-An adept in various kinds
and usage of swords.

3. Senki Sumali-The best workman in the finish of
swords.

4. Ashak Sayi-A critical examiner of swords.

The author evidently mentions all these per-
sons out of great reverence for them as they have
given to him the secrets of their respective craftsman-
ship in various aspects of the science of swords from
a practical view point which is a sealed book to the
author who is only well-versed in the theory of the
art. It is presumed that the author also must have
belonged to the class of sword-makers and it is due to
this reason perhaps that he made mention of them,
who were otherwise not worth recognition in literary
works.

The author mentions in verse 7 that he has
written the work at the time when Raya Raghunatha,
Tirumala and Vijaya Raghunatha were ruling in
Pudukottah. This Raya Raghunatha is the second of
the name and also Vijaya Raghunatha is the second
of the name in Thondaman rulers. Tirumala would
have succeeded Raya Raghunatha Thondaman in 1789
but he was very ill and his eldest son Vijaya Raghu-
natha Thondaman came to the throne and regined
from 1789-1807. Since our author mentions all the
three he may be assigned to 1780 A. D. and this may
also be the date when the work is composed. No
other work of the author has come down to us.

CONTENTS OF THE WORK

In the introductory passage (13) the author man-
tions a work known as ‘ Lakshmi Narayana Sam-
vadam " which he followed in writing this work.- But

ix
unfortunately we ara nyt able to trace the work
which is probably in Sanskrit. In writing the work

_. author followed the traditional method of writing

scientific works in Telugu verses. It may seem
strange to modern scholars that poetry is made an
instrument for elucidation of such a dry subject like
the Science of Swords. But the innate devotion of
our ancestors for keeping alive in memory the subtle
technicalities of sciences, made them to commit to
verses which can be memorised easily. In Telugu all
the technical works like Ganita (Mathematics),
Sangita (Music), Jystisha (Astrology', Ratna (Precious
stones), Dharma (Law), Adwa Sastra (Science of
Horses), Vyakarana (Grammar), Chandassu (Prosody),
Alankira (Poetics) and Arthadastra, (Politics) are
written in poetry, and in almost all the cases they have
an exceptionally literary value. This is in consonance
with the method of writing technical works in Sans-
krit in verse form, which was followed by the Kannada
poets, from whom the Telugu poets of early times
learnt this art.

SYNOPSIS OF THE WORK
Verses 1-6. Invocation to Iéwara, Gangsa.

Verses 7-12. Information about the author, and the
origin of the work.

Verse (13) Enumeration of 32 kinds of weapons
beginning with Asi.
1. Asi 2. Musala
3. Mudgara 4. Kohana
5. Kanaya 6. Kampini
7. Sillu 8. Bhallataka
9. Bhindivala 10. Karavala
11. Kunta 12. Koadanda
13. Kathari 14. Thomara
15. Parasu 16. Trisula

I
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17. Vajramusti 18.

Gada
19. Apudi 20. Angala
21. Antaka 22 Vankini
23. Chakra 24. Sabala’
25. Yeti 26. Inupakola
27. Selakatti 28. Pattisa
39. Prakurma : 30. Nakhara
31. Mayura Danda 32 . Narasa

The author deals in this work exclusively about'

Asi (Sword) and its characteristics.

SWORDS (1st Category)

1. Hasta, 2. Makara,
3. Javabal, 4. Makkai,
5. Vajalal.

2nd CATEGORY. (Phirangi)
1. Kiraimani Phirangu, 2. Tura Phirangu
3. Yekkal Phirangu 4. Dorya Phirangu
5. Kuski Phirangu.

3rd CATEGORY (Saiph)

1. Purtikal Saiph 2. Nukka Saiph

3. Makarab Saiph - 4. Rukammi Saiph
5. Isupath Saiph 6. Malayavari Saiph
7. Ulanda Saiph 8. Jagjna Saiph

9. Putanka Saiph 10. Kushki Saiph
11. Isupath Saiph

4th CATEGORY (Bandar)

1. Chandu Bandar 2. Goa Bandar

3 Mahamad Bandar 4. Bel Bandar

5. Nat Bandar 6. Ara Bancar

7. France Bandar 8. Jgna Bnadar

9. Putankési Bandar 10, Yena Bandar

11, Laimani Bandar
13. Tinabhi Bandar
15. Pamu Bandar
17. Battali Bandar
19. English Bandar

. 5th CATEGORY

1. Hindustani Surai
3. Bhujaka Surai

5. Kanchaka Surai
7. Ambabagi Surai
9

Sadalagubural Surai

11. Kalkatts Surai
13. Siddstkuka Surai
15. Kaliyakarat

6th CATEGORY

Bandavan Tyaga
Ambari Tyaga
Gujarat Tyaga
Hiraki Tyaga
- Abdala Tyaga
11. Muttan Tyaga
13. Bahori Tyaga
15. Akupari Tyaga -
17. Niravari Tyaga
19. Ashajja Tyaga
21. Jikara Tyaga

Rt

23. Bangali Tyaga

25. Hyderabad Tya<a
27. Sahajapur Tyaga
29. Siddhoutu Tyaga
31. Dalmankan Tyaga
33. Alangiri Tyaga

I2.
14.
- 16.
18.
20.

2.
4.
6.
8.
10.
12.
14.

__
S oo

12.
14,
16.
18.
20.
. 22.

4.
26.
28.
30.
32.

e Adey =T

Msnabhi Bandar
Vurs Bandar
Dyalu Bandar
Kayante Bandar
Mohamed Bandar

(Suréi)

Marata Surai
Rajasha Surai
Pappagha Surai
Vasikuni Surai
Suddadaula Surai
Kattasuka Surai
Suratani Sayi Surai

(Tyaga)

Pyaham Tyaga
Rumi Tyaga
Bandyasi Tyaga
Varakusil Tyaga
Jahasa Tyaga
Bagda Tyaga
Lahuri Tyaga
Avarangajapi Tyaga
Buvan Tyaga
Mauvala Tyaga
Depagadi Chanda
Tyaga
Patna Tyaga

Masudhabha Tyaka

Sencha Tyaga
Kachchan Tyaga
Chengaman Tyaga
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7th CATEGORY.

i. Sikandar 2. Vastadimir

3. Sumahir 4. Mahamandabasi
5. Viladi 6. Abbabi

7. Bhuratisani Abbasi 8. Saluvala

9. Khanda 10. Dundumayevan
11. Modasu 12. Misri

8th CATEGORY

1. Makarabbura 2. Jabburuda
3. Makkaiguruda 4. Halabguruda
5. Turaguruda 6. Makki Guruda
7. Dényuryoguruda 8. Rumma Guruda
9. Gujara Guruda 10. Andabadi Guruda
11. Bandu Guruda 12. Gosa Guruda
13. Tunkaharu Guruda 14. Bel Guruda
15. Nal Guruda 16. Arua Guruda
17. Alayamani Guruda  18. France Guruda
19. Gigna Guruda - 20. Pratankan Guruda

91, Yekanabhi Gurnds 22, Mobamed Guyada
23. Bandar Avemani

Guruda 24. Dénabhi Guruda

25. Tikabhi Guruda 26. Vyulanda Guruda
27. Pamu Guruda 28. Kandal Guruda
29. Bhattavi Gurudaa 30. Kamal Guruda

31. English Guruda 32. Yekal Guruda

Verses 13-14. The author then enumerates the good
and bad qualities of swords.

1. Prata=-old 2. Krotta-new
3. Nidivi-length 4. Vedalupu-breadth
5. Prakkalu-sides 6. Churi-pointed end
7. Kadi-thickness 8. Vayudara-edge
9. Penaka-side slope 10. Gitalu-lines

11. Mudralu-marks 12, Dora-bent

xiii

13. Doryalu-stripes - 14. Chayalu-shades
15. Kappu-surface 16. Kanjiru~-crippleness
17. Laghuvu-light 18. Jihwar-crookedness

It may be noted here that all these technical

~ words are used and described the above categories in
detail from versés 14 to 74.

The Science of Swords is as old as the Vedas, as
we find mention of ASI (Vide Vedic Index 1-47) and
though the present work is written as late as the 18th
century of the Christian era, the author calls it as
“ Asi Prabhandha” besides the name ‘ Khadga
Laksana Siromani’ (Verse4). It is due to this
antiquity that the name ASI occupies the first place
in the thirty-two kinds of weapons named above.
The general term Khadga is chosen by the author as it
is familiar to Telugu people. Much information
regarding the swords is available in the *“Agnipurana”,
“Brhatsamhita” ‘‘Sukraniti”, ‘“‘Mahabharata”, ¢ Mana-
gollasa’ “Viramitrodayam' and ‘‘Sivatattvaratnakara’
and I have given in the appendices the relative
extracts from ‘* Sukraniti” ¢ Manascllasa” and
* Sivatattvaratnakara. ”’ ' -

One interesting feature about the work is that it
gives the names of swords in Arabic and Persian
Languages which clearly show the Muslim influence
on the Telugu country.

The following are some of them :

1. Phiraﬁgi (Firangi) Firangi generally used
in Telugu for Cannon. 1n this work it is used for
Sword.

2. Saypu ( Sayf) (Arabic) Straight Sword.

3. Guruda (guwrz) Ironclub used in the work
for sword.
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4. Surai (Swri) name derived from Syria,

5. Tyaga (Taghold from) ordinary sword.
(Tigh new) ’

Besides the aboxlre; he used technical term like -

Abbasi, Saluvala, Khanda, Misri, which are not
Telugu; but it may be noted that the word Khanda
is used frequently by later Telugu poets who wrote
under the Muslim influence. ;

1. Swords used after persgnaiities—AIangir Tyage,
Padusha, Suratan, Sikindar, Vastadunur

2. Swords named after Nationalities - Portuguese,
French, English.

3. Swords named after the places where they are
famous Bangala (Bengal). Kalkatta (cal-
cutta), Patna (Patna), Hyderabad (Hydera-
bad), Cutch (Kathiawad, Guzerat), Sidhout
(Siddhavatan in Cuddadpah in the Telugu
Country-Madras Province)

The King who wears the sword must be conver-
sant with undermentioned details:

1. Pramana-Measurement.
Sword of 50" ,,
‘ 9 40,‘ k2]
9, 36” 29

-B est—érésta
-Better-Madhyama
-Inferior-Kanista

2. Dosha-Bad qualities - The results of wearing
swords with bad qualities.

Sphutita - causes death.
Pithaka - destroys lineage.
Viddha - creates poverty.
Bhagna - spoils reputation.
Jalamarga - Break in career.

o 0o 20
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6. Jaladravi - makes fearful.
7. Simhala - makes the wearer a leper.
8

. Vakradhira-gives ugly appearance.
9. Twacchsddhrta - (no explanation given.)

3 Rekha - Good qualities or Gunpa.

1. Prakara - shining as that of oil seeds,
having lines which resemble the writing of
Pidacha lipi (secret scripts of the Bhutas)

-and appears like Kathaki phala, and
beautiful hair of the female.

2. Sankba, (Conch) chakra, (Disc) Thorana,
(arch) Chamara, (chowrie) Dwaja, (banner)
Matsya (fish) Kurma (Tortoise).’

3. Mark of Linga with Panavatta
4. Mark of Prakara and Garuda.
5. Hamsa (swan), Sarasa (Padma).

4. The metal used for making the swords -and the
places where the metal is available

~ Country Name Marks
1. Jangalakshetra Panjara Linga and Prakara
2. Anupa Krsna Panjara  Oil seeds colour
3. Sadarana- New and Plough
4. Kalinga Suvarna Panjara Priyangu Tree
5. Kambhsja : : Mark of oil drops
6. Nilagiri Nirasara Saphire
7. Ghurjara Krspasara Creepers
8. Maharastra  Sewtasara White
9. Karnata - Medika Round Prakaras

Recently I have come acrose another work
relating to the Science of Swords in Telugu. It is in
prose of un-known authorship and bears No. 95 of the
Manuscript of the Telugu Academy Lihrary at



xVi

i

Kakinada, East Godavari District (Madras Province)
As the time at my disposal is short, I was unable to
get the copy and incorporate the details in the present
work. However, I have given an sextract in Telugu
from the above work as Telugu Appendix No, 1. Ths
work seems to contain not only the various dimensions
of the swords but also a pictorial description of the
marks and swords.

Dr. V. S. Agrawala, M. A., Ph. D., Curator,
National Museum of India, New Delhi, (President of
the Technical Section of the All-India Oriental Con-
ference, held in November 1949 at Bombay), is
evincing a lively interst in the science of swords. He
is kind enough to write to me under date 11-12-1949
that he found about about 300 swords in the splendid
collection of arms of Alwar state and on examining
them he came across a very rich list of traditional
terms relating to swords. He opines that “they are
mostly taken from Persian and reflect the Muslim
tradition in Indian swordsmanship. *

I have only brought to the notice of the scholars,
the nature and scope of the work which has now
been printed for the first time partly because it is a
- a scientific work in Telugu and partly because is
belonging to the Southern School in Telugu Literature.

It is interesting to note that the word Khadga is in vouge
in the Telugu Country and literature, as the title, Khadga-
nzrazyana, to some of the Telugu Chieftains, and Khadga
Tikkana, the brother of the wellknown Telugu poet Tikkana
Somayaji are exceedingly familiar to the Telugu people.
However, in the first great Telugu Mahgzbhszrata some of the
particulars regarding swords in the Sanskrit original are not
found in the translation by Tikkana.  Nzchana Soma who
followed Tikkana supplied the information in his Utitarahari-
vamsamu. Thelater Prabhandha poets to some extent supplied
the information regarding the swords,

xvii

TELUGU LITERATURE UNDER PUDUKKOTTA
‘ RULERS

As already indicated Khadgalaksana Siromani
was written at the instance of the Pudukkotta
Tondaman Rulers of Koti! family. The literature
flourished under their patronage forms the third
chapter in the History of Southern School in Telugu
Literature.

It is the Nudurupati family of Telugu poets that

“have given us all the details of the political history of

the State. It is a Velanati Brahmin family, formerly
residing at Nudurupadu in Narasapur Talug of the
West Godavari district and migrated to the Southern
country in the time of Krishnappa Naika of Madura.
They are the Astanakavis or the court poets of the
Pudukkotta kings for generations and the following

gﬁneological trees will show the relationship between
them. _

GENEOLOGY OF NUDURUPATI FAMILY
OF POETS

e e,

NUDURUPATI SITARAMAIAH
(Uddandakavi)

(Patronised by Raghunatha and Vijaya Raghunatha)

| a
Venkanna (Uddanda Kavi)
(Patronised by Raya Raghunatha)

|

Sitaramiah Sambaéiva Kavi

(Patronised by Vijaya
Raghunatha Tondaman)
Matrubhuta Kavi

I
Vidvat Kavi Sambanna Chidambara Kavi
(Patronised by Ramachandra Tondaman)

1. “ Koti ”’ which is the family or house name of the
rulers show that they are of Telugu Nayaka_origin,

I
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Two poets of the family Nudurupati * Venkanna
and his son Sambaéiva Kavi have completely given the
political history of the state from the earliest ruler
from Vijayanagar times to the days of the Company’s
rule by their two works, ‘‘ Tondaman Vaméavali” and
* Tondaman Vam§éa Pratapa Malika.” The Pudukkotta
Manual refers to the Vams$avali of Venkanna and not
to the Malika of Sambasiva Kavi. It may be noted
here that both the works were printed in 1914 and
1917 respectively. The Manual of Pudukkotta was pub-
lished in 1921. It is strange that some of the detsils
given in the above works are not found in the Manual.
Venkanna has written the history till Raya Raghu-
natha and Sambasiva continued the theme with
elobarate details. If the two works are edited
thoroughly on historical lines with notes, it would
certainly bring to light more facts which are unknown
to modern students of South Indian History.

GENEOLOGY OF THE PUDUKKOTTA KINGS
RAGHUNATHARAYA TONDAMAN
(A.D. 1686-1730)

e |
Vijaya Raghunatha |

(A.D. 1769-1789) Tirumala
I .

Vijaya Raghunatba
(A.D. 1789-1807)

, I
Raya Raghunatha
(1769-1789) .

Vijaya Raghunatha
(A.D. 1807-1825)

Raghunatha Tonadman
(A.D.1825-1839)

Ramacandra
(A.D. 1839-1886) .

1. Late K. Veeresalingam Pantulu in his *“Lives of poets”
Part III. 67 Page has given the family name of the above poet
wrongly as “Koti Venkanarya’ incorrectly reading the colophon
of the work. Koti Vaméa in Andhra Bhagharpavam, which
the author used is the Vamga-epithet for his patron and not for
himself and the mistake still continues in the printed editions |
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RAYA RAGHUNATHA TONDAMAN
(1769-89)

He is one of the wellknown Rajakavis in Telugu
Literature who are both poets and patrons of Telugu
Learning and Culture Two of his works are avai-
lable in print, and they clearly testify that he is a
Telugu poet of the first rank.

1. Parvatiparinayamu - This is a prabandha in five
cantos and was printed in 1908. The story as the title
suggests, is taken from Kumarasambhava. Though
the theme is handled by master hands like Nanni-choda
Deva and Srinatha before Raghunatha, yet this Royal
author has excelled them in many a place. This
excellent work is not available now and it is worth
publication. Since works relating to the same theme
have not been published when this is first printed, a

. new edition will greately enhance its value.

2. Kavijansjjivani - This is a poetical work
containing 100 verses. Kach verse is composed by

the king for a samasya, which was given by his court

poet in extempore, and afterwards committed to

writing. This exhibits not only retentive memory of

the author, but also his great knowledge of human
experiences, and command of the Telugu language.
(Printed by the Telugu Academy of Kakinada, East
Godavari District in 1937.)

NUDURUPATI FAMILY OF POETS
SITARAMAIAH

The first member of the family who bore the title
of Uddanda Kavi is Sitaramayya. He"is the father of
Venkanna and is much honoured by Tirumala
Tondaman, father of Raya Raghunatha, as stated in
“Tondaman Vam$avali.”” But no work of this poet
has come to light so far. A few Chatuversesare only
available.
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VENGANNA OR VENKANNA

He is the most well-known poet not only in
Southern country, but also throughout Andhra Dssa
as his Laxicon ¢ Andhra Bhasharpavamu” is an
indispensable work to poets and scholars. He is the
author of many works, but the following only have
come down to us.

¢)) Andhra Bha;mshé,mavamu—-This it the biggest -

of the Telugu Lexicons in Verse and is modelled on
Sanskit Amara Koaéa. It has three Kandas, and gives

pure Telugu synonyms for Sanskrit words. This

lexicon exhibite that pure Telugu or Accha Telugu,’

as it is called, is also capable of highest expression.
(2) Raghunathiyamu® —This i« a work on Alankara.

‘These Alankaras are taken from Sanskrit and the

examples are given in the name of his patron Raghu-
natha.

(3) Parvati Kalyanamu®— A Yakéhagana in Telugu
interspersed with Sanskrit géyas and Kirtanas. It
describes the marriage of Parvati and Param@éswara.

It is dedicated to Minakshi Sundarééwara. A Sanskrit
geya is quoted here:

FOEN wouml  FRitEweT
FAFT GG

S Ptz ahaR abEEE
AFME &€ e M THRET Z9g 1l

1. Accha Telugu means, the language exclusive of Sanskrit
Tatsama words.

Printed -
1. Arsha Press 1898, Vizagapatam.
2, Chintamani Press 1900
. 8. Vavilla, 1910
2. A.S.P.P. Vol. 3, Page 311.
3. A.S. P. P. Vol. 3, Page. 312.
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(4) Mallapuranamu—This is the only work in
Telugu Literature on the art of wrestling or

. Mallayuddha. 1t is in four cantos, and gives the

descriptions of thiry-two kinds of Vignanas.! It is
dedicated to one Birudu Kuppal Malla, a famous -
wrestler living in Gandbharvaksta,? and patronised.by
Muddu Vaduka Natha. The author also uses the

* the word Jetti with regard to the patron’s father’s

brother as Alagadri Jetti which shows that they are
Telugu wrestlers domciled in the Tamilnad. (p- 309-10,

Descriptive Catalogue of Mss: Government Oriental
Library Madras,

(5) Brhanniyika Dandakamu :—This Dandaka by.
Venkanna is written in honour of his patron Raghu-
natha. This reveals the command which the author
posessed in Sanskrit and Telugu. It is addressed to
Goddess Brhadambika worshipped at Pudukkotta.
Venkanna used his title “Uddanda Kavi’ in this work.
(D. ¢. of Telugu Mss. Vol. III. Yak$agana and
Dandaka, No. 1992-Unprinted). ,

(6) Tondaman Vamsavali:—By far the most important
work of Venkanna from a historical point of view is
the above work This is Sisa Malika an 373 lines. It
traces the history of Pudukkotta kings from twenty
generations and gives all the necessary details. The
author in a truly historical manner gives all the details
without the stock phrases and and as such it is a

valuble source of information. (A.Ss. P. P. vol. II 1914
Pages 304-17.)

1. Vignana is used by both Chalukya Somefwara in his
Manasollasa and Keladi Basavaraja in fivatattvaratnikara,

2, This is Twentytwo miles from Pudukkotta,
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This gives complete history of the Tondamans
till Raya Raghunatha (1769-1789) and this is continued

by his son Sambasiva Kavi till Raghunatha Tondaman,

frorn_ 1825-1839.

SAMBASIVA KAVI

Besides the continuation of the Vamsavali’
Sambagiva. Kavi wrote two other works Bilhaniyamu.?
Candrananadandakamu. The former is a Prabahdha
in two parts, and relates to the amorous story of the
Poet Bilhana with Yamini Purnatilaka, daughter of
Madanabhirama. He was patronised by Raghunatha
Tondaman (1825-1839) and also by karnu his son
Ramachandra, He gives the title of His Excellency
conferred by the East India Company on Raghunatha
Tondaman.

CHIDAMBARA VIDVATKAVI

Candrananadandakamu *.—This member is the
last scion of the family, who wrote the another
Chandrananadandakamu in praise of Ramacandra
Tondaman who ruled from 1844-86. His grandson
Lakshmayya was living in a village near Pudukkotta
in 1914. (unprinted No. 65 A. S. P. P. Catalogue)

SESHAYYA

He is one of the court poets of Vijaya Raghunatha
Tondaman (1730-1769). He wrote the Vijaya Raghu-
natha Sataka * in Sisa metre praising his patron. This
Sataka which is unprinted gives many historical
details not av1lable elsewhere.

1 This is in 342 lines of Sisa metre (Vlde Telugu Academy
ournal Vol, VI (1917) Pages 198-212.

2. A. S. P. P. Vol. 3. Page 812,

3. No. 55, A. 8. P. P

4. A. 8. P, P. Vol. III Page.
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SURYASEKH ARAKAVI

This poet wrote a Sataka and mainy a stray
verse, on Raghunatha Tondauraq (1769-89) and they
are only available in Anthologies in Telugu.

MANNARAYYA

The above poet translated Rasamanjari of
Bhanukavi into Telugu and dedicated to Vijaya
Raghunatha Tondaman who ruled Pudukkotta from
1787-1807. He 1is a Vaishnavite. He belongs to
Bharadwajagotra. He is popularly known as Manni-
rayya but really Narayanayya son of Venkata-
charya and grand-son of Appalacharya. This is a
complete translation of Rasamanjari is four cantos.
The above book is unprinted and is an important
contribution to Telugu Alankara Literature.

Sri Hari Seturamayya, one of the relations of Nudurpati
Venkana states (in 1908) that Venkana was granted an
extensive land known as ¢“Sarvamanya’’ by the Pudukkotta
rulers. It is this gentleman that has first sent the manuscript
copy of Parvatiparinayamu to the Editor “Sarvaswati Patrica’
(1898-1911) and furnished the necessary information regarding
Venkana kavi. He had read an article relating to Southern
School of Telugu Literature under the title of ¢(Choladeggndhra-
prabalyamu) (Influence of Andhras in the Chola Country in the
annual session of the Telugu Academy held at Madura (South)
in 1917, under the Patronage of the late lamented Diwan
Bahadur V. Ramabhadra Naidu Garu B. A., zamindar of
Doddappanayakanur, in Tirumangalam Taluk of Madura
Dist. He is a descendent of Samukham Venkata Krishnappa
Naidu authors of Ahalyasankrandanamu and a protege of Vijaya
Ranga chokkanatha of Madura (1704-1732).
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My thanks are due to Sri. T. Chandrasekharan,
M. A, L. T.,, Curator of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, and the General
Secretary of the Madras Government publications for
having given me the opportunity of editing the work
in the Madras Government Oriental Series I thank
the authorities of the University of Madras for
having graciously granted me permission to edit the
work on behalf of the Government.

Oriental Research
Institute.
University of Madras,

N. VENKATA RAO, M.A.,
Head of the Telugu

Republic Day Department,
Madras, 26-1-1950
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APPENDIX I.

-

) In a conversation between . Jamadagni and
Sukracarya, the" following information is found
about swords in Sukraniti.}

i o T TR RIS |
ARG FaRg SR I
TTW qY Fo A1 IS GENTASH AT |
4faR MafdR 7 @ @ wEE |l
g 7 ey R Fakewaefa ar )
FRFRGIIASH 7 22 @ T3 W TEH ||
Rt & IR FR 1 IR Y A TR |
A9 9 9 AR ®EAT @R fE i
e wumRE 3 &f 73
TR Roeag arfvaRsem |
ARG (EaranT
zwaf Redat adia @ Ul
AARSEN AR a7 e JewoR-= 1
gafad a1 Ruafad a1 aQskEr agade @di |

G@s 6 -

1. Vide article in Telugu on Upavedamulu-Grandha
stuchika-by Sri M. Ramakrishna Kavi Garu M. A,
(Annual Number of Andhra Patrika 1923).

A
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APPENDIX II.

| G SRR N T
GRBIGIAIIR TR, @FIT (142 1]
(EREgeRaE: i (] aRkdis: |
SRR T AR (144l
I R AgRar: |
RIS R Readeaed: (gl
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AwEEl ffea B0 afafsa: 1wl
SR 7 S g |

erfterm: A TRaR: acl

IVEEETAT 0T IR0 9 |
FAN: WEEATCIR TN (19_l
s Avhar: e 9 90 |
Ffd: QMG av: FawalH: lgol
TG FEARISH Il A PR |
MivgrEares: TR 9 &4 1SR
wfafaEa am fiﬁv‘%‘{ﬁ EICHE
FeoliRIEHRL: G (1R
AEIT: FEARISY AEFRIEEE: |
ASFIFSAM TR 11531
ferromEg: O FERIsE |
4 qEEReAmTai: 1§20
qERERTRRANRISY G0F: |
FRAEwaER: TREARS: Ba: 151l
FEH M S @F: TFI I |

AR TR =a: (158l
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PRF: SATA: TEAHRAN: |

RO SR NRETIET: 11§l

TARMERRAT 7 TS |

AR RRTEERRIR: g <l

aF: eh AW R |

TOFE: gel: TR O 18-l »

ﬂﬁlﬁﬁl@ﬁﬁ FARARESR: |

WR: FETE): TF: AHRATR: (190

fFrBMEy: ar: ERIAga: |

aliferesE=am: Hif: aRskrfEa ol

FEILIE AN A, TAFTIR |

PINRAZA EFRIET 19R 1
(qaﬁ’rswm)

[Somésvara sManasollasa, Gaekwad Oriental  Series,

) Adhyaya IV (Slokas 44-72)]
APPENDIX III
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% % fg wRa l
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zhi QTeaareAEr: F Jui FAE 7 |
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TG, AAET SR I )

- o paaRa @R gl &)

ATRREEFRTION QR0T = =, 115
TR RO A SRR ||
fit afts e A, & gfie (ou
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4 & SRR SARAHREA |
- (R TR T e gfee: il
8 &F Qg AN )
SR ATETRARHusET: 1R
TN 74 @% g o Afda g |
wiedivweeon: fEmaffidt: 1g ol
AP FSHRIIRR S22 |
e SRR 119 2l
IS 99 qet Se-g S9E |
fort afis eda TR TEEEE: 11QR I
et a) g Fgaifers: |
ST A GE FUER, 11 1)
HTPR: FUSETRNYE] Gt |
ETPIGSUBRIGTE AEOEAE, 12 21l
IHRAgRaT: BrT=sRAfa: |
gaoliel A S BT 1) Wl
PR RIe e |
THRET Y G B 119 &I
AT DEETAER: |
drar g aer f fewsar 1yl
SefrgamEReaTTearR: |
FUER g O TR TWET, 112 <l
QU i TR |
AR de AEREEEET 13-
TENEGR: e EeERgRe: |
A am aSg ey EER IR ol
TAFSTS TR |

(Sivatattvaratnékara of Basavaraja.
V Kallsla IX-Tarafiga (Silokas 21-61.)
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