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INTRODUCTION.

It is with peculiar pleasure that I present this small
work to the notice of the Tamil Christian community.
It contains a short account of a great and good man who
lived in the midst of them. It was my privilege to be as-
sociated with him for morc than 5 years. This period
and the few months of my connection with the Rev. R.
T. Noble in Masulipatam, I consider the happiest portion
of my hife. Tt was in them that 1 saw much of the beau-
ty of holiness which should adorn the character of a
Christian. Would that this depth of piety were more
common among Christians |

I have long felt g wish to give publicity to the Grace
of God exemplified in the character of thesc good men,
and the paucity of such books in the Tamil language ren~
ders it highly desirable. With this object I have endea~-
voured to give an abridged translation of the original me-
moirs of the Rev. T. G. Ragland. In the iranslation, it
has been my effort to preserve those important facts and
letters which I had reason to think would be of service to
the Tamil Christians among whom he lived and died. To
abridge it further still, would I think mar the usefulness
of the book to such an exient as to defeat my object, and
in this opinion I feel thankful to say several of the Tin-
nevelley Missionaries also concurred.

That the Lord may pour down His Spirit upon the
Native Christians who may be lead to peruse this work
and teach them to follow the example of his godly life is
my earncst prayer.
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