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“Gogi Guepi”
FOREWORD

About this time last year, | was in Tanjore invited to speak at an

Anniversary meeting of the “Karanthai Tamil Sangam” celebrated under
the distinguished presidency of the Hon. The Rajah Sethupathy of
Ramnad. | was then introduced to Rao Bahadur K. Srinivasam Pillai
Avergal whose acquaintance | have learned since to value very much.
And | should be greatly indebted to the Sangam even were it only for
the privilege and pleasure of the acquaintance which | owe entirely to
its kindness. During my short stay at Tanjore, | was a guest under his
hospitable roof; and we were naturally thrown much together : and
once in the course of a rambling tete - a - tete, Mr. Srinivasam Pillai
casually referred to Pandit Mr. M. Raghavayyangar’s brochure - “Cheran
Chenguttuvan” - and to the theory of its author which identified the
farfamed Chera capital of yore with “Anilaikaruvoor” near modern
Trichinopoly. | happened to expressly inability to accept that view as |
found copious references in Tamil classics which, to my mind, left no
doubt that the ancient Chera metropolis was a sea-port. Mr. Pillai chimed
in his approval and was greatly pleased to find me holding an opinion
about the city of “Vanchi” which was exactly what he wanted to
emphasize to the Tamil Public. He then asked me to write to the
“Sendamil” to controvert Mr. lyengar’s new-fangled theory. And when |
expressed my reluctance to be drawn into the vortex of polemical
disputes with great Tamil Pandits like the author of “Cheran Cheguttuvan”
Mr. Pillai waxed vehement with all the fervour of his great and high -
souled sincerity wich greatly touched me and ultimately vanquished
all my hesitation; for | found | could not bring myself to refuse response
to hes fervid and irreisistible appeal. | promised to him therefore to
write a refutation as desired.
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After | returned to Tuticorin, however | put off writing my article
time after time although Mr. Pillai showered on me a number of
reminders - waiting for some holiday at first and then when it came
frittering it away with some other time - devouring vocations that for the
time being looked more peremptory, - always laying unction to my
soul that I may soon find more suitable time yet to sit to write what |
promised to my esteemed friend. Mr. Pillai probably despaired of my
promised article, and naturally set to prepare a reply of his own. And
by the time | had completed this dissertation. | heard that his reply
was at the “Sendamil” office for publication. | was glad | would be relived
and wrote to Mr. Pillai accordingly to be excused from publishing mine,
as his own reply was on the eve of publication. He sent for my
manuscript and returned it with a mandate that it should be given to
the public. In his letter dated 25-4-17, he wrote to me “Your paper on”
‘eu@p&)’ is simply superb. You have taken a lot of trouble over it. | insist
on your publishing it. Tamil country cannot afford to lose such a highly
valuable paper, x x X x without yours, mine cannot be viewed as full”. |
had thus no alternative therefore before me but to send it to the press.

Sometime before my essay was ready for the press, the erudite
scholar and laureate of the Sethu Samasthanam, Pandit Mr.
R. Raghavayyangar was here on a lecturing tour. And in the course of
a familiar chat among friends, he broached this question, and remarked
that he thought he should change his views since he found Vanchi to
be a sea-port town from some new evidence he recently came across
with while ransacking a rare manuscript of some unpublished
commentary upon Tholkappiam in the Sarasvati Vilasa Library in
Tanjore. This encouraged me in no small degree to renew my effort in
fulfilling my promise to Mr. Pillai of Tanjore. | shoult not omit to thank
the Sangam authorities for their courtesy in allowing me to place this
essay - first published in the “Sendamil” also in this form before the
Tamil Public.

Tuticorin, S.S. BHARATI
30-5-17.
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