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. Tniversity of Aavras.

SIR SUBRAHMAVYA AYYAR LECTURES ON
THE HISTORY OF SRI VAISNAVAS

DELIVERED BY

THE LATE MR. T. A. GOPINATHA RAO, MA.,.
ON THE IJTH AND IS8TH DECEMBER 1917.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—Before proceeding with
the lecture I must express my sense of deep obligation to the
Syndicate of the Madras University for the honour (which I value
highly) done to me in having been asked to deliver these lectures;
To me the value of the honour'is immeasurably enhanced by the
feelings of profound and .grateful respect cherished by me for the
venerable gentleman with whose name this lectureship is asso-
ciated. I am only too well aware of the inadequacy of my qualifi-
" cations for the proper discharge of the task with which I am
entrusted. But I may mention that my object in having ventured
to address you on this occasion is not so much to give instruc-
tion as to provoke thought and induce others to work in such
and kindred fields of research, and I shall consider myself amply
rewarded if these lectures induce some of you at least to tackle the

obsciire points in the history of our land and add to the present .

stock of knowledge.

It is just twelve years ago that my article on the history
of the Srivaisnavas first attracted the attention of our revered
countryman, Dr. Sir S. Subrahmanya Ayyar, who has ever since
taken a paternal interest in me and watched with a kindly eye my
humble labours in the field of historical research. There has since
been much progress in epigraphy, necessitating the revision in the
light of new facts of some of the conclusions at which I had then
arrived. It is some satisfaction to me, however, that almost all' .-«
new materials that have gone to demolish my former conclusions
and helped me to reconstruct a more correct history have been
collected by myself. It is my object to discuss in two lectures the
history of the SnvalsnanS so far as it can be gathered from all
available sources and, with your permission, I now proceed to do so.

THE TRADITIONAL ACCOUNT.

Havmg made several repeated attempts to set right erring
humamty, Visnu resolved upon sending the various Insignia
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attached to Him and caused them to be born on the earth at differ-

ent places and times and among different castes with a view
to the betterment and ennoblement of the human beings under
his sway.  According to the order of appearance the followmg
could be named : Gada, Sankha and Nandaka were ordained - to
appear in the foms of Bhiitam, Poygai and Peyalvars, respectively, -
and at Kafici, Kadanmallai and Mayilai.. These were succeeded
in the order of time by Tirumalidaiyalviar into whose form the
Cakra incarnated: he, as his name suggests, was a native of
Tirumaliéai, the Sanskrit equivalent of which is Mahisirakséetra.
Next was Nammalvar, the embodiment of Visvakséna hailing
from Tirukkurukir in the south. Kulasékhara, born in the royal
family of the Kéralas, is believed to have emanated from the Kaus-
tubha of Visnu. He was followed by Periyalvar who graced Srl-
villiputtair and in whom Garuda is believed to have been 1mperson-
ated. Tondaradippodi and Tirumangai, appearing afterwards in
thevillages of Mandangud1 and Tlrukkuralyalur, were the counter-
parts of Vanamala and Sarnga. Thelast Alvar, a citizen of Uraiyar,
has the name of Tirupanalvar., To this list are generally added
the following :—Andail, the daughter of Periyalvar, and Madura-
kavi, the disciple of Nammalvar

What is apparent from the above is the fact that the ‘Alvars
came from all parts of the Madras Presidency and that they con-

sisted of seven Brahmanas, one Ksatriya, two Stdras and one of

a low caste called the Panar. According to the Guruparamparas

the activities of these Alvars were spread over several centuries.
Let me attempt to give a brief account of these Alvars.
Poygaiyalvar, the Avatar of Visnu’s conch, was born at Kaifici- -

" “puram, within a flower, on Saturday corresponding to the Sravar;a
naksatra of the bright half of the month Aévayujain the year

Siddarthi, the year 861902 of Dvaparayuga (B.C. 4202).

Bhiitattalvar, coming next in the order of time, was born the )
next day after the birth. of Poygaiyalvar, -the naksatra of his .’
nativity being Dhanistha. He was also born in a flower at a
place even then known as Kadanmallai (Mahabalipuram).

Péyalvar was the third, being born on the third day of the birth
of the first Alvar, under the auspices of Satabhlsan naksatra and
descended from the same parent as the first two at Mayilai
(modern Mylapore).

All these three were born in the Brahmana caste.

These three were born ydgis originating in floral parts, and after
attaining manhood met casually one day at Tirukkovaliir in the
following manner. Poygai who had come there on a pilgrimage
was resting on a narrow pial in the temple of that place. At the
same pial and with the same love of pilgrimage Bhutattalvar
sought shelter for the night. Sleeping-accommodation not being
quite sufficient for the two pilgrims, they agreed to sit through
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the whole night, when the third Péyalvar aimed at-the same place,
being hurried thither by the symptoms of an approaching storm
in the night. On the pial which could contain these three pilgrims
"in a standing position they agreed to be in this posture throughout
the night. In the course of a conversation into which they had
entered, it appeared to them that they felt the elbowing of another
addition, wishing to share the already overcrowded pial. This
fourth person was no less than Hari (Visnu) who appeared before
their mind’s eye as if to remind.them of Him and this figure
vanished at once. This divine arrival occasioned the singing of a
centum of Tamil verses by each of the three saints known by the
name of Iyarpa Tiruvandadi and forming part of the Nalayira-
prabandham. After this great event in their lives, they met Tiru-
malisaiyalvar at Tiruvallikeni (modern Triplicane) and from
there all four repaired to Mayilai, the birth place of Péyalvar, from
which place they dispersed once again.
Tirumalisaiyalvar.—Once upon a time the Risis went to Brahma
to consult him as regards the best place on earth where they
could make a short sojourn for the purpose of carryving on their:
meditations. After carefully weighing the merits of various
places, Brahma prescribed that Tirumali$ai would suit.them;
accordingly they all went there. The wife of Bharghava Risi
gave birth there to a son whom the Risi threw away on the way-
‘side. The baby was picked up by one Tiruvalan, a man of the
Sudra caste. Being childless, he was very glad to bring up the
foundling as his own child. It was fed upon the milk supplied
gratis by a pious cowherd, to whom also some time after a boy
was born. This child was called Kanikannan and he subse-
quently became a disciple of T1rumallsa1yalvar, the foster-son of
‘Tiruvalan.
- As the first boy grew in years he learnt that it was necessary
to examine critically the various Darsanas (systems of philosophy)
that were then current, and armed with this preparation he
searched for truth in the heterodox systems of Buddhism, Jainism
and ‘the Carvaka philosophy and in the orthodox schools of
Salvalsm and Vaispavaism. At last his restless mind found con-
solation in Vaisnavaism. Having arrived at this conclusion he is
said to have exclaimed, as in the following verse :—
Fir&@QuiispBup €h Floenr B &HQapoh Fibl&.s et
9$8w ersiogneraribQ@srb—-ur&@n g sy
Qems_gflwrier & Qsi5@smib ,Q,@a)@m
- edsC s Qgrer g,

He spent 700 years of his life at Tiruvallikéni, where he exhibited
his greatness by conquering Siva, who on that occasion bestowed
upon him the title of Bhakti-Sara. It was at Tiruvallikeni that he
met the three first Alvars and gained their friendship. In their
company he paid a visit to Mayilai, the birth place of P&yi]var.
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Froni there hé went to Kaficipuram -with. Kanikannan' whom he
took up from:-his native village.

The reigning Pallava -prince of Kancmuram havmg heard
of the spiritual greatness.of this Alvar, appealed to him. through
his disciple  Kanikannan to grant him the boon of eternal youth.
The Alvar, greatly annoyed by.the importunity of the prince, left
the capital at once for an adjacent village named Orirukkai or

.Or1rav1rukka1, whither . the image in the temple of the. Pallava

capital went to join its devotee.! Next morning when the report of
the absence of the image of. the temple reached the king, he
learnt that this calamity was due to the offence he had given to
that great man, Tirumalifaiyalvar. -Thereupon he apologized to
the Alvar and succeeded .in bringing back to his- capital both
the image and the Alvar. "After a short stay in the Pallava capital
the saint started on a pilgrimage to Kumbhakonam where he spent’
the rest of his life. He left behind him two works in Tamil named
the Tiruccanda-Viruttam and the Nanmugan-Tiruvandadi. He was the
incarnation of Sudarsana and is said to have lived for 4,700 years.’
Nammalvar was born in Tirunagari, a suburb of Tirukkurugai,
in the Tinnevelly district, of one Kari and his ‘wife Udaiyanangai,
on the forty-third: day of- the first year of the Kaliyuga which
corresponded with a new moon of the Vaisakha month in the year
Bahudinya, B.C.-3102.- "Like all the abovementioned Al]vars he
was a born yogi. Even as-a child he left his home to take his seat
under an adjacent tamarind tree where hé continued 111 samadhi
for sixteen years. : -

Madurakavi, ‘a native of Tirukkc‘)hir and a Brahmana, learnt at
Ayodhy3, whither he had gone on a pilgrimage, that Nammal]var
had just then been born in the south. He repaired immediately to
Tirunagari to visit this human prodigy and to become his disciple.
After Madurakavi’s arrival four years and a half were spent by
Nammalvar in composing the Tiruvdymoli which the devout
disciple took down regularly on palm leaves. According tothe

. Guruparamparai of the third Brahmatantra Svatantrasvamin, Nam-

W

malvar lived for thirty-five years and Madurakavi survived him for
fifty years. Nammalvair seems to have begun' his task with the
firm resolve of composing a thousand verses in Tami} as indicated
by the colophon' at the end of each decade of his Tiruvdymoli.
Besides the Tiruvaymoli, he wrote the smaller works called Ziru-
viruttam, Tiruvisaippa and Periya-Tiruvandadi. He is variously
known as Kari-maran, Sathakopa, Vakulabharana and Paranku$a.

. Nammalvar was the mcarnatmn of Vlsvaksena and a Sudra by

caste.

Kulasek/zaralvar —Kulaéékhara styles himself as Kollikavalan
(the king of Kolli), Kadal-Nayakan (the lord of Madura) and Kolsk-
kor (the lord of Uraiyar), these names indicating that he ‘had sway
over the Kerala, Pandya and Chola kingdoms. He was born in
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Kollinagar on the Malabar Coast as a prince of Kérala in the twenty-=
eighth year of Kali (B.C. 3075). Remarkable in his devotion to
‘Visnu, he, in the course of time, abdicated his throne in favour of
his sorr and retired to Sr1rangam where he.is said to have
employed himself in the. construction of portions of the temple
of Ranganatha. He was the author -of the Perumdl—Tz‘rumolz‘ in
Tamil and the Mukundamals in Sanskrit.

Periyalvar flourished in the. reign of a: Pandya klng named
Srivallabha ; the original name of Periyalvar was Visnucitta. - He
was the incarnation of Garuda,; being born at Sr1v1111puttur in. the
forty-seventh year of Kali (B.C. 3056). - He was presented with a
large sum of money as a prize for his triumphant success in a
keen religious discussion held in the présence of the king. The title
of Bhattar-Piran (meaning the best of Brahmanas) was further bes-
towed on him by the king. His quiet life was spent in cultivating
a flower garden in order to dedicate the flowers grown there to the
local deity in the form of garlands. One day, coming across a
little female child in his garden, he adopted her and brought
her up as his own daughter. When the girl camne of age, he
gave her sound education both on the religious and secular sides
and this befitted her to help her foster-father in his devotional
exercises. One thmg she could not desist from, and that was the
mchnatlon to wear the nice garlands made by her father before
they were offered to the deity. She would steal away a few
moments for the purpose during her father’s .short absence and
would -replace the garlands in their original places before her
father returned. The father, in ignorance of the garlands having
been used by his daughter, dedicated them to the deity. One day
he chanced to discover the girl’s freaks and chiding her not to
repeat this act of sacrilege, did not present the garland that day,
but God appearing to him in a dream intimated to him His special
pleasure in accepting only such garlands as had been worn by
Andal(Periyalvar’s daughter) and not any other. From the next day
onwards, Periyalvar offered only these used garlands. Andal
was given the name of Sudlkkodutta-Nacmyar on account of her
wearing the flowers herself before offering them to God. When
she reached marriageable age, she refused to marry any one except
the God Ranganatha of the Snrangam temple. The God appeared -
to the Alvar in a dream to declare before him his acceptance of
the girl in marriage and ordered her to be brought to his residence
at Sriraﬁgam. Periyalvar took her there with great éclat and left
her in her Lord’s house and returned to his quiet residence at
~Sr1v1Ihputtur Periyalvar has left a number of Tami] verses which
'go by the name of the Periyalvar-Tirumoli and the works of Anpdal -
are called the Nacci yar-Tirumoli.

Tiruppanalvar—He was a man of low caste and he had not _
therefore the privilege to step into the holy precincts of the island
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of ‘émr’angam, but -sang the: praises of the ‘God Rafiganatha. from -
the southérn bank of the Kaverl. He was a person of a highly
) devotlonal temperament, justly honoured by God, who ordered one
Lokasararigamuni to take the Ajlvar to the temple on his shoulders,
where he became absorbed into the delty .He has left only ten
stanzas in Tami] beginning with_the words “ Amalanadi-Piran, etc.’
‘He was born in the 342nd year of the Kaliyuga (B.C. 2760) in
‘Uraiyir, being the avatar of Srlvatsa

Tirumangai-ajvar was a ‘kallar (professional robber) by blrth and
/ profession. He claims to have been a petty chief under the Cola
king. For having misappropriated the revenue of the villages he
had the tenure of, the king imprisoned him. He got his release
by paying off the amount through the assistance of the God
‘Arulala-Perumail of Conjeeveram and began a new walk of life— -
that of a highwayman. While making his livelihood by this
nefarious profession, he one day waylaid a newly married couple
who were passing through Tirumanangollai, his stronghold. He
succeeded in dispossessing them of all their valuables excepting-a.
little ring encircling one of the bridegroom’s toes, which he tried
in vain to pull out with his teeth. Suspecting that the bridegroom
had practised some witchcraft, he demanded an explanation from
the Braihmanpa bridegroom. The latter whispered something in
the Alvar’s ears as the mantram he had used for the occasion.
The effect of this whisper was indeed magical. The highwayman
was instantly converted into a staunch Vaisnava who thence-
forward took a vow to visit all Vispu temples to sing their praise
and to repair the old temples. Sriranigam temple owes a great
deal to the munificence of this Alvar, who is said to have built the
fourth prakara (the surrounding wall) besides a number of minor
buildings. To meet all the expenses of such vast undertakings he
plundered the Bauddha Vibara of Nagapattanam from which he
abstracted the golden image of Buddha, which being melted, served
amply for the purpose.

This Alvar is claimed in the Guruparamparai to have bee;n
invited during his visit to Slrgﬁh (modern Shyali) by Jiianasam-
bandha, the great Saiva saint, for a religious discussion and that
the Vaisnava apostle accepted the challenge and vanquished his
Saiva adversary with no difficulty ; whereon Tirumangaiyalvar
was conducted through Strgili, the birth place of Jnanasambandha
with all honours.

After a great deal of solicitation and trials of faith, the Alvar
married Kumudavalli, the daughter of a Vaisnava medical man.

This Alvar is said to have been the incarnation of Karmuka
and was born in the Kali year 397 (B.C. 2714).

Tondaradippodiyalvar. —This Alvar was born in the Kali year 289
(B.C. 2814) in a village called Mandangudi to a Sollya Brahmana
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who called the child Vipranirayana.* ~The boy was educa-
ted in all the $gstras and when he came to manhood hé assumed
the guiet and unostentatious life of cqlhvatmg a flower garden and
dedicating the flowers to the God of Srirarigam. He was going on
with his work undisturbed, when one day he came across a dancing
girl of winning manners and equally tempting features. She was
returning with her sister from the court of the Cola king at
Uraiyar. On their'way home this woman made a bet to her sister.
saying that she would win everyone by the charm of her beanty,
even this austere Vaispava Saint. With this view in mind she
began to serve under him in the improvement of his garden and in
course of time she managed to.entice him away from his devotions.
Before the end of a year poor Vipranirayana was worse than one
of the common herd, having lost all his claims to reverence. All
day long his thoughts were centred on her and he had long before
relmqulshed his task of cultivating the flower garden. Months
‘upon months passed away and Viprandariyana became a totally
different person. He became poor and as a consequence was
abandoned by his sweet-heart.

Ranganatha, taking pity on the wretched condition of His
devotee, undertook to reclaim him. He dssumed one day the form -
of a temple servant and carried a golden cup belonging to the
temple to Vipranarayana’s concubine, presented it to her saying
‘that it was from her lover and that he desired to communicate her
his desire to meet her that night. He then told Vipranariayana that
his mistress desired to see him that night. Both met that night and
the night was wholly spent in that way. Next morning the loss of
the golden cup was brought to the notice of the temple authorities,
‘and on vigilant search it was detected in the house of Vipranira-
yana’s concubine. Of course Ranganatha interceded in her behalf
(in a dream). Learning the source of his correction to be Ranga-
natha, Vipranarayana regained his senses and thenceforward he
remained faithful to his Leord.

The Guruparamparai adds that when Tirumangai built the fourth
wall of the Srlrangam temple he was obliged to. comstruct it
slightly out of its proper alignment, lest he should disturb Tonda-
radippodi’s Tulasi-garden, for which kind act the latter expressed
his thankfulness personally to Tirumangai.

Tondaradippodi has left two works in Tami]l named the
Tirumalai and the Tiruppalli-eluchchi.

THE TRADITIONAL HISTORY OF THE ACARYAS.

_ Nathamuni—I.ong after the time of the Alvars there lived at
Alvar-Tirunagari one Paranku$adasa, a disciple of Madurakavi-
yalvar and at the same time there lived at Viranidrayanapuram

* Peﬁyi:l,vir also helonged to the same caste,
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(modern ‘Kattu-mannarkdyil) a- Brahmana named Nathamunigal.
This. Nathamuni had a son called Iévaramuni who was so namied -
after his grandfather. Both of theém were learned men and had
done ‘enough travelling in visiting places -of pilgrimage. . This
family settled down ‘quietly at Virdnarayapapuram after 'a ‘pro-
tracted pilgrimage. - One day some Vaisnava pilgrims from some
place in the west happened to go there and to recite ten verses '
from the  Tiruvaymoli before the local deity; at the end of ‘this
decade it was s:c"atecl that it was a portion of the thousand verses
composed by Sathakopa. After hedring thém, Nathamuni ques-
tioned them if they ‘knew the whole work of Sathakopa by heart.

They returnéd  a ‘negative reply- but assured him that he would
succeed in procuring the work if he should only try for it in the
birthplace of Nammalvar. With a keen desire to possess a copy
of it he undertook’ a -journey to Alvar Tirunagari and with ‘some
difficulty-met Paranku$adasa and waited upon him’; the latter was
pleased with him, taught him tke secret of securing the works for
which he had come there. Nathamuni by repeating certain verses
twelve thousand times received directly from Nammaialvar himself
not only the works of his own composition, but also those of the-
other Alvars. : Sl :

Havmg got the Works of all the Alvars from Nammalvar,
Nathamuni returned to his native village, Viranarayanapuram, and
reso]ved to set the verses to music, in which work he was assisted
by his nephews Melaiyagattilvar and Kilaiyagattalvar. Natha-
muni’s fame reached Gangaikondacolapuram and the Cola king
of that place began to hold him in respect. - During one of his
visits to Gangaikondacolapuram, the cap1ta1 of the Cola king,

Nathamuni breathed his last.

Alavandar —Nathamuni’s grandson was Yamunarya. He was
born some time after the death of his grandfather and of his disciple
Uyyakkondar. He grew up to be a prodigy under the tuition of
one Mahabhasya-Bhatta. Akkiyalvan, the high priest of the
Cola king, had imposed a tax on all learned men of whom
Mahabhiasya  Bhatta was one. When once the ‘priest sent his

servants to demand his dues from the teacher of Yamunacarya,

the boy refused payment and in the absence of his teacher sent a
challenge cn behalf of his teacher to the king’s priest for a discus-
sion on any subject he might choose. The challenge was accepted
and in the discussion the poor priest had the worst of it at the
hands of the boy.- The queen who was one of the audience was so
overcome with wonder and joy at a mere boy defeating an elderly
man considered to be a- mountain of learning, that she embraced
him and called him her Alavandar-(deliverer). Thenceforth he was
better known by this surname which was conferred on him by the

queen.
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His further education was taken up by the five disciples .of his
grandfather who had enjoined.upon them to impart what they had
received from him to his grandchild. -

Armed. with this great store of learning, he entered the service
of the king and was. left in charge of a portion of the Cola
dominions. In his latter years he assumed the Sannygsasrama and
retired to Sriranigam at the instance of Manakkilnambi, one of his
grandfather s dlsc1p1es ‘
- Ramanuja—In Saka 039, on a Thursday correspondmg to
Paficam1 of the bright fortnight of the month of Caitra in the
year Nala, Ramanuja was born at Srlperumbudtir, to Astri Kesdava
Perumal and his wife Bhumipirattiyar. Eight years afterwards in
the year Krodhana, was born his cousin Gévinda at-Malalaiman-
galam. Ké$ava Perumal gave his son the necessary preliminary
education and sent him to Conjeeveram to attend the lectures on
Védanta delivered by one Yadavaprakasa. His: cousin Govinda
joined him later.. On more than one occasion Ramanuja was _
obliged to differ from the interpretation given by his teacher to
certain passages and this difference enraged his master.so much
that it is asserted in the Guruparamparai that he contrived a scheme
by which he could do away with Ramianuja by drowning him in
the Ganges. Waith this object in view Yadavapraka$a resolved to
go on a pilgrimage with his pupils. The unsuspecting Ramanuja
also followed him but was warned in time by Govinda and
effecting his escape Riamanuja returned home. rom that time
onwards, following his mother’s advice Ramanuja went on with his
studies unassisted. ' :

" The rising greatness of Raminuja was heard by Alavandiar
who sent his disciple Tiruvarangapperumal Araiyar to Kaifici-
puram to persuade Ramanuja to go over to Sriranngam. Ramanuja
in his turn had heard of Alavandar and was equally desirous of
seeing him. When this opportunity arrived, he accompanied
Tiruvarangapperumal Araiyar, specially sent by him to fetch
Ramanuja to Srirangam and when he reached the place, alas! he
heard that the grand old man had died a few hours back. Afflicted
with intense pain and sorrow he .attended the funeral and returned
to Karfici after the ceremony was over.

Rdmaianuja pursued his studies for some tlme prlvately and then
determined upon studying under Periyanambi one of the disciples
of Alavandar as his teacher. For this purpose he started for
Srlrangam, but on his way he met Periyanambi himself at Madu-~
rantakam, where the latter had halted on his way to Kaiici.
Ramanuja filled with joy at such an unexpected meeting requested
Periyanambi to begin his lectures even at Madurantakam at that
very -auspicious moment. After a short stay here, Raminuja
returned to Kadci with Perlydnaml:u and continued studying
under him for six months. Meanwhile differences arose between

2
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the wives of the two,_and Per1yanamb1 consequently qultted the
.house of Ramanu]a and returned to Srlrangam o

Dlsgusted with the many acts of petty-mindedness of his Wlfe,
Ramanuja resolved to take on the robe of the Sannydsin and carried
out his resolution immediately-and his wife returned toher parents.
Havmg heard that Ramanuja had entered the Sannyasasrama, his
nephew. Mudaliyandan and Kurattalvan, a brillant youth of the

‘village of Kiaram, joined him to begin the study of Vé&dinta. - It

must be noticed. hereé that Mudaliyandan is said to have been
born in the sixteenth year of Ramanuja’s life'and Kirattalvar was
three years older than Mudalivandan. During the period of Rama-
nuja’s life a discussion arose between him and his old teacher,
Yadavaprakasa about the use of taptamudrg in which the latter
was completely silenced. A few weeks later Yadavaprakasa
embraced Visistadvaitism and became a disciple of Ramianuja and
assumed the name of Govindajiyar. He wrote a work ‘called the
Yatidharmasamuccaya and a short time after quitted. the world.

At the request of Tiruvarangapperumil Araiyar, Ramanuja left

_ Conjeeveram to. make thenceforth Srirarigam his headquarters.

.He assumed the control of the temple and introduced many whole-
some reforms in its management. Through the influence of . his
uncle Periya-Tirumalai Nambi, Ramanuja’s cousin Govinda Bhattar,
who set up in his native village of Mulalaimangalam a lizga which
he had brought from Benares and who remained a staunch Saijva,
serving in the famous Siva temple at Kalahasti as its manager, was
converted to Vaisnavism ; after which the neophyte gave up the
management of the temple at Kilahasti and joined Ramanuja at
Sriraiigain and became a Sa#znydsin under the name of Embar.

About this period, a great Advaita philosopher named Yajiia-
marti, who was going round to various places both for pilgrimage
and for spreading and establishing his faith, heard of Ramanuja
as the propounder of a new system of philosophy and went to him
In the discussion that ensued, Yajfiamiirti admitted his inferiority
and became a disciple of Ramanuja and in time he became one of
hisimportant disciples. After his conversion he received the name
of Arulalaperumal-Emberumanar. He was the author of the
Jignasara and the Praméyasara. o '

Now Ramianuja was moved by a desire to start on an extensive
pilgrimage to visit all the 108 shrines sacred to the Vaisnavas.
He visited all the important places of the Southern Presidency,
and the Guruparamparai adds that he even went to Kashmere to-
procure a copy of the Bédhayana Vriti on Vyasa’s Brahma-sitras
after the study of which he intended to write his Sri Bhasya. It
is said that there he received greater honour from the king and the
goddess Sarada than they had both accorded to Sankaracarya. He
was able to borrow a copy of the Vrtti, but only for a short time,
even during which his two disciples Karattalvar and Mudaliyandan
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managed to get it by ‘héart. With that ‘rerriémbrénée they were
able to help their teacher in the writing of his opus magnuni, the
Sri Bhasyam. He 'returnéd to errangam and began his Bhisyam
and finished two-thirds of it. "About this period a son was born to
Kurattalvar, Parasarabhatta by name, who became on the death of
Ramanuja the representative of Vi$istadvaita School of Philosophy.
- The Ramanujarya Divyasuricaritai declares" that after the
Bhasyam was completed Ramanuja lived at Sriranigam for
sixty years before the Cola persecutlon began. At that period
there lived a Cola king who was a very bigoted Saiva. He was
compelhng his subjects to embrace Saivism. Nalaran, the minister
of the king, who was -one of the persecuted men, pointed out to the
king that if their leader Ramaianuja of Srlrangam were converted,
it would be as good as converting the whole of his followers.
This suggestion was received with favour and emissaries were
sent to Srirangam to fetch Ramanuja to the capital. When these
arrived at Srirangam Ramianuja was at his bath and Kurattalvan
foreseeing trouble to his teacher put on the kasdya which Rama-
nuja had doffed and proceeded.-to the capital to personate the
Vaispnava teacher. A The Cola king ordered him to sign a
document to the effect that there was no’ “god superior to Slva to
which Karattalvan replied by saying that greater than Siva was
Drona, punning on the  words Siva and Diéna, which also were

two cubic measures of which the latter is bigger in capacity.

Incensed at this impertinent reply, the king ordered the eyes of the
man to be put out.

To return to Ramanuja: After his daily servicés were over he
heard the news of the arrival of the royal messengers and of the
departure. of Kuarattalvan to the Cbola capital. The devout
followers of the Acarya advised him to flee altogether from the
Cola dominions to be out of the reach of harm. He received the
advice of his disciples with due regard and left Srirangam and
after a great deal of privation and troubles on the way, reached
Tondanir in the Hoysala kingdom where he took refuge. Tonda-
nar (modern Tonnar near Melakote) became thenceforth his head-
quarters for a great number of years. In the course of a year or
two he succeeded in effecting the conversion of Bittideva, the
Hoysala king, from Jainism to Sri- Vaisnavism and conferred on
his royal convert the name of Visnpuvardhana. With the help of
the king he built on Yadavadri, the temple of Tirunarayana in the
Saka 1012 Bahudanya. The Vadakalai Sampradayam gives 1021 as
the date of this event. He constructed also a large lake near
~ Tonnir and called it Tirumala Sagara.

In the year Saka 1039 Mudaliyandan was sent to the Hoysala
capital to set up there, as also in- other parts of the empire, five
images of Nariyana. In Belar was set up Vljayanarayana and
K1rt1narayana ‘at-Talakad.
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- It is said -that these images were set up .in Jaina“ temples
converted-into places of. Va1snava worship. :

After all these -achievements were over, people arrived with the
happy news of the death of the persecuting Cola at Gangaikonda-
colapuram and requested Ramianuja to’ returh to Srirangam.
After setting right the affairs of the Tirunarayanapuram temple, he
proceeded to Sriranigam where he finished the remaining third of
the Sri Bhasyam and lived for IT years before he breathed his last.

Ramanuja had heard in Saka 1009 that the Cola king Senm
Kulottunga had destroyed the Visnu temple at Chidambaram and
that its image therein had been carried by its votaries to Tirupati,
where it had remained with them houseless. Heis said to have
influenced his royal convert Ghattidéva Yadavardya to erect ‘a
temple for. it in Tirupati and got it set up there. Ghattideva
Yadavariya was also requested to superintend the services of the
temple. Ramanuja then settled the dispute about the identity of
the image of the Tirumala temple, which the Saivas claimed as that
of Subrahmanya and the Vaisnavas asserted to be of Venkatééa.
Of course his judgment was in favour of the Vaisnavas. He also
established a number of Sri Vaisnava families at Ilamandayam,
a village near Tlrupatl which he purchased for the purpose.

On the eve of his long life Ramanuja made Paradara Bhattar,
the son of Kdarattalvar, his successor in teaching the Vlélstadvalta
philosophy and left this world in Saka 1059.

Bhattar was the next Acarya and he was fit by education-and
intelligence to occupy the seat of his illustrious predecessor, The
important event of this period is the conversion of a famous Advaita
philosopher of some place in the Mysore Province, who some time
after his conversion took holy orders under the name of Nafjiyar
and succeeded Bhattar in the pontifical seat. Nafjiyar made
Nambiir Varadaraja the next pontiff. He went by the names of
Nambillai and Lokacarya. Among his disciples were Periyavaccan
Pillai, the author of the voluminous commentaries on the Praband-
ham,-and Pinbalagiya Jiyar the author of the earliest of the Tami]
Guruparampara prabhavams.

The Vadagalai hierarchy is traced from Tirukkurugaippiran
Pillan, one of the chief disciples of Ramédnuja. He was the son of
the maternal uncle of Ramanuja and was entrusted by the latter
with the duty of teaching the Prabandhas and their fnean’ings and
also with the honour of giving instruction in the Sribhdsya.
These distinctions were shared by three other persons. Tiruk-
kurugaippiran Pillan was the first commentator on the Tiruvoymoli
and all subsequent commentaries are-based upon his gloss and
are mere elaborations' of this the earliest and most authorita-
tive commentary. Engalilvan, a learned Soliya Brahmana of
Tiruvellarai, was ordered by Ramanuja to place himself under the
guidance of Tirukkurugaippiran Pillan. After the death of the
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iatter, the former became the pontiff in hisline. The disciple and
successor of Engalalvan was Nadadar Ammil, the grandson of
Nadadar-Alvan, a nephew of :Ramanuja. -He was succeeded by
the great Védanta Desika, the founder of the Vadakalai sect.

After Manavalamamunikal in the Terigalai line and Vedanta
Da&éika in the Vadakalai line, the hierarchy becomes more compli-
cated and to trace each one of the branches is not possible in the
short time at our disposal. The history of the period subsequentto
these two dcaryas must therefore be reserved for a future occasion.

Among the three important sects of Hindus in Southern India,
the Srivaisnavas alone had developed a high order of historical
sense. The members of this sect have left behind remarkable
records embodying a fairly full and accurate history which is truly

.Boswellian in its tenderness and photographic in its fidelity and
forms a refreshing contrast to the accounts left by the other
sectarians. These records are abundant, and the historian of the
religions of India has only to co-ordinate the facts contained in
them with those disclosed. from epigraphical and other sources.
Wherever they were not sure of their history, the Srivaisnava
chroniclers have somewhat freely 1ndented upon their imaginatiori;
" it is however, easy to detect such occasions and to set such portions
of history on firmer foundations with the more reliable indications
obtained from epigraphical sources and astronomical calculations.

The Srivaisnava movement has several features of great
interest to the historian of the religious movements in India. The
first and foremost of these is its popular side. Having noticed the
remarkable success gained by Buddhism and Jainism over the
masses by the employment of the vernacular languages, the Saiva
saints of Southern India copied their example in making religious
appeals to the people. The experiment proved a phenomenal
success, so much so that people flocked to this. ereed deserting
Buddhism and Jainism. Seeing the success achieved by Saivaism,
the Vaispavas in their turn employed Tamil, the vernacular
language of Southern India, in their religious propaganda with
equally marked success.

The second feature.of the utmost 1mportance in the history of
the Srivaisnavasis the catholicity of its tenets. The Srivaisna- |
vas hold that there is no distinction of caste so far as learning
and character go and a brahmana may accept as his teacher a .

pulaya, provided the latter possesses the necessary culture and
character. To this extent, the caste system was ‘done away with,
though not for other purposes. This free receiving and 1mpart1ng
of knowledge from and to men of all castes is voiced in the
Tirumalai of Tondaradippodivalvar thus:—
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Instances of such respect offered to men of the so-called low
castes are many .and striking throughout ‘the .history of the
Srlvalcnavas.

The sources of 1nformat10n for the constructlon of the history
of the Srivaisnavas are threefold, namely :— v

(1) The Guruparamparas and monographs on individual
Acaryas, of which-the most important are,

(a) The. Divyasari-carita of Garudavahana Pandxta this is
the oldest extant work on .the hierarchy of the Sr1va1sn<1vas
written by one who claims to be a contemporary of Sri Ramanuja.
There is no mention in.this work of the years and yugas, but it
contains barely the name of.the month, #thi and naksatra of the
birth of each of the Alvars and the Aciryas; nor does Garuda-
vahana Pandita give the chronograms dhirlabdha and dharménastalh -
corresponding to the birth and demise of Ramanuja. It stops
with the statement that Ramanuja, after finishing the mission of
his hfe, was awaiting his end. a

“(b) Next in order of importance and age is the Guruparam—
para-prabhavam of Plnbalaklya-Perumﬁl Jiyar. Itis written in mani-
pravalam, a mixture of Sanskrit and Tamil and is based upon the
Divyasuri-caritam of Garudavihana Pandita, which the author
quotes frequently. Pinbalagiya-Perumal] Jiyvar also does not give
the years and the yugas in which the Alvars and Acaryas are
said to have been born in later Works, but he gives for the first
time the chronograms -dhirlabdha and dharménastah for the initial
and the final dates of the life of Ramanuja. Pinbalagiya Perumal
Jiyar was the disciple of Nambillai, who, it will be shown later on,
lived at the time of the Musalman invasion of Srirangam in the
early part of the I4th century and died immediately after this
incident.

(¢) The Ramanujarya-divya-charitam by Plllallokan lear is
another work dealing with the life of Ramanuja written in Tamil.
. Written long after Ramanuja’s time, it contains a great deal of
popular and traditional stories which are responsible for minor
discrepancies and anachronisms. This work -gives some quota-
tions from a more ancient Tamil “work of historic value, but it has
not been possible to frace either the name of its author or of the
work itself. ‘This Pillailokan-Jiyar is also the author of the
Yatindrapravana-prabhavam, the life of Manavalamamunikal.
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(d) The Perzya-tzrumudzyadazvu, ‘which. gives short-accounts
of all the Sr1valsnava Alvars and Acaryas in a very brief and
‘succinct manner and which is an excelle_nt hand-book of reference
regarding the teachers of the, Srivaisnava sect, is the work of
Anbillai Kandadaivappan and is written in Tamil." The author
was the son of Kandadai Anpan Who was one of the eight chief
disciples of Manavalamamumkal

(¢) The  Upadésa-ratna-malai of Manavﬁlamﬁryunigal is
" another work of importance as it gives the list of the Alvars and
Acaryas, the naksatra, etc., of their birth and other useful infor-
mation regarding them. It is written in Tamil verse.

(f) The Yatindrapravana-prabhivam of Pillailokan-Jiyar
deals, as has already been mentioned, entirely with the life and
doings of Manavalamamaunikal, and is in Tamil.

(g) The Sanskrit work Prapannamrtam is another Guru-
. parampard composed- by Anantdciarya, a descendant of Vaduga-
nambi, one of the disciples of Ramanuja ;; he was himself the
disciple of the grandson of the famous Laksmikurhara or
Kotikanyaka-danam Taticdarya of Conjeeveram and lived a little
later than the Vijayanagara King Venkatapatidevaraya L

(#) The next work of importance is the Guruparampara-
prabhavam of the third Brahmatantra-svatantra. Jiyar. This is the
Vadagalai version of the Srlvalsnava hierarchy and deals only
with one branch, namely, thdt represented by the school of
Vedanta-Désxka

(/) There is 'yet another work, the Sanskrlt Veédantadesika-
vaibhava-prakasika of Doddayacarya of Coladingapuram, dealing
with the life and times of the great founder of the Vadagalai sect,
namely, Vedantadesika.

(2) The second source of information concerning the Alvars is
the collection of their works, well-known as the Nalayiraprabandham.
There incidentally occurs in it some mention of either contemporary
events or past 1nc1dents, the names and achievements of .some
kings, which help us in determining limits to the age of the Alvars.
The commentaries on the Divya-prabandham and more especially
that.on the Tzruuzymolz of Nammailvar, are replete with reminis-
cences of the sayings and doings of the Acaryas and are an
invaluable aid to the historian as they afford not only an insight
into the history of personages, but also throw a flood of light upon
some hitherto little understood customs and manners of a by-gone
age and elucidate the meaning of several obscure words and
phrases.

(3) The third and most reliable source of information is
epigraphy. The inscriptions found scattered over the Presidency
are of great corroborative value in regard to the statements made
bythe various Guruparamparas. .

-



16

Thus then we -have the Guruparamparas, the Tamil compositions
of the Alvars themselves and the epxgraphlcal records to help us
in the construction of the history of the Sr1va1sh1_1avas ’

Having indicated the sources of information for a correct com-
pilation of the Srivaisnava history, I shall now proceed to give a
brief and succinct analysis of the contents of the Guruparamparas,
so that their accuracy may be tested in the light of ep1graph1cal
and other eV1dence

"A CRITICAL ACCOUNT OF THE SRI VAISNAVAS

The traditional account of the Alvars and the Aciryas given
above facilitates the discussion of the question of their age, the
estimate of their literary and other merits and the value to be
attached to their works in the formation of ‘the Visistadvaita
school of phllosophy. -

The order in which the Alvars are said to have been born is
given by Manavalamamuni (wemrasrerinrapeiser) in the following
verse :—
: Quimibienguwim i g,g;g,smr QL qabgu%&mg
yuiweraser orper @ mrevi Ggmrer — Gui L
,mrrsmawrufrg/rm Srefl mouresTer Be seSuicT
_ﬁ,@sﬂﬂ@;f:‘ppg ,&'GD)LQ)/TL&IEJ@

The earliest of the Alvars, Peyalvar (@LJU-HTH;\@/T”) Bhutattalvar
(955 s pari) and Poykaiyalvar (Qurdiesswripart), who are known
among the Srivaisnavas as the Mudalalvars and also their contem-
porary, Tirumali$aiyalvar (8@wdlesswr henri) are said to have been
born in Tondaimandalam (@sr&repoamrieb) in the Dvapara-
yuga and to have lived at the time of the Pallava dominancy
over that region. We know from history that the Pallavas first
came to Kafici not earlier than the 4th century A.D., a fact which
certainly militates against the statement of the Guruparampara
that they were born in the Dvapara-yuga. Bhiatattalvar (458 s
tpavri) refers to Mamallai (tomi02v2) his own birth place, in his work.
This place is the same as the modern Mahabalipuram,. a sea-port
‘established by the Pallava king Narasimbhavarman I, surnamed
Mahamalla (wpo7oeve). Regarding the town of Mamallai, Prof.
Jouveau Dubreuil, the latest authority on the history of the Pallavas,
is of opinion that “this town did not probably exist before the
time of Narasirhhavarman I and that it is this king that founded it
and gave it the name of Mamallapuram (wo7werevryrid) after his own
name of Mamalla and began the cutting of the Rathas and caves
therein.” Bhuatattalvar (& 887bert) therefore, was probably born
.some time after Mamallapuram (o7wéeryrib) came into existence.
Mahamalla (wasrwée) lived in the middle of the 7th century and
‘therefore Bhutattalvar (&8 87 pari) and his contemporaries may
be assigned to a period later than the mlddle of the seventh century
of the Christian era. S .-
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Again, Tirumalidaiyalvar (,@@wéﬁle‘wa’wny;\wmr) mentions the
ramanas, the Bauddhas--and--the - Slvabhatarakas (Faurri),
Buddhism and Jainism had not come into being in. the Dvapara
'yuga ; and the Alvar who refers to these religions'cannot have lived
earlier than Buddha. It is patent that these earlier Alvars did not
live in a very remote antiquity, the more so- if we realise that Tiru-
malidaiyalvar (8@wlleswurpamri) has a verse™ which seems to be
"an adaptation from thefamous Tirukkural, (#@$eper), a work
which belonged to the Sangam (#&&w) period, and which has been
varlously dated, from the 2nd to the 6th céntury A.D.

" Another point worth noticing in this ‘contiexion is that some
of the earlier Pallavas were devotees of Siva and are-described in
their copper-plate grants as parama-mahesvaras (ure wiRanevess)
‘Mahéndravarman I (w@aosSraiwer) was a Saiva and excavated
several cave temples for the worship of Siva in a number of districts

of our Presidency. Hisson Narasimmhavarman and the later Palla-

vas, Dantivarman ($58aiwer), Nandivarman (558aiwsr) and
“Nrpatungavarman (P ougrsaiins) were, however, Vaisnavas and
-are called in their copper-plate mscr:ptlons Huricarana-parah,
(avfs remrusr:), Dridhabhaktir-Muradvisi ($f-us @i epréadagl) and so
on. Paraméévaravarman II (urCuevers affrl-ﬂoﬂ) built the Visnu tem-
ple now known as the Vaikunthapperumal (wwng_u@_:@mfrm)
‘temple at Kafici and it was praised by Tirumangaiyalvar (8@wsems
wrpari) under the name of Paraméccura-vinnakaram (usQGuéss
S ewrewrsmz), All things considered, the Pallava period, corre-

sponding to the first quarter of the 8th century of the Christian era, ;

appears certainly to have been one of great Vaisnava activity alll
-over the Presidency, in Tondaimandalam (@ sr&@re e eb) as
well as in the Pandya and Cola countries. It would not be wrong,
therefore, to assign the Mudal-alvars and also Tlrumalxéalyalvar
((@@mbﬂmiu_wbgeumr) to this period.

The later Guruparamparas (e@urwusr) add to the astronomical
details given in the earlier ones the years of the Kahyuga era and
the cyclic years corresponding to the birth of the Alvars and
Aciaryas. The Kali years are mere fictions of the later writers,
whereas the cyclic years and the paficiiiga seem to work satisfac-
torily in some cases and seem to yield fairly consistent results.
Diwan Bahadur Mr. L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai, our learned
chairman, has made the necessary calculationst and has published
a paper embodying his results in the Journal of the S. I. Association.
In it he assigns A.D 720, to the Mudal-a]lvars (¢pserpenri) and
Tirumalidaiyalvar (8@@w@asurpari), Wthh seems to fit in with
the conclusion arrived at above. ,

* Compare (a8 gL QevesorB= @ezsfrm)@am- aS)ml..u.n_/r,s,a; usR
wipeusir  Lpth  arSew) of Tirumalisasiyar with (fgad e Caen@R
Qsrv@ear aSlg 5B sriod WiFHe WWewsarar Lerin) of the Tirgkkural,

¥ See, however, pp. 58, 59, etc., belaw,

3
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.- Since the age of the Mudal-alvars (epsor hairi) Were far removed
frorn those of the’ Acaryas, the hagiographers of Sr1valsnavalsm
could not-be definite about the time in which these Alvars flou-
rished nor could they give any account of their parentage. Hence
they had to draw upon their imagination for their supposed ages
and to attribute to several of them a fanciful origin from flowers,
etc. The other evidences however seem to ﬁx fairly the perlod in
which they lived.

From the traditional accounts we learn that—

(i) Nammalvar (sbwrghari) was the son of Kari (srf), who
. held a high post under the Pandya king; his mother was a lady
belonging to Tiruvanpari$aram (S udsrab),

(ii) that his disciple was called Madhurakavi (ogrsa), and

(iii) that he himself bore the names Karimaran (srfwrmper),
Parankusan {vrregesr) and Sathakopan (#-Qsruer), and

(iv) that he was born at Tirukkurugtr (@mGE&Emear).

In the vear 1906, when I paid a casual visit to the Anaimalai
(g%orwlw) hill near Madura, I chanced to ‘discover two valuable
stone inscriptions belonging to the reign of the early Pandya kxng i
Jatdvarman Parantaka Pandya (BLTouUinGT LT bgSUTarg.ur),
-One of these is in Sanskrit and the other in Tamil. The informa-
tion contained in the first is supplemented by that contained in the
second.

The first record states-——

(i) that it belongs to the Kali year 3871 (expired),

(ii) in the reign of the Pandya king Parantaka (vsrfss),

(iii) that his witara-mantrin (2Ss5058/M), the son of Mara,
a native of the village of Karavandapura and a member of the‘
Vaidya family, excavated a shrine for Vispu and set up an image
in it. The son of Mara (tor psr) was also known as Madhurakavi
(wmrsal) on account of his skill in composing: sweet.verses.

The second record mentions the facts that seeing that—

(i) the temple works: undertaken by his brother were not yet
finished at the time of his death, Eyinan (eWerar), when he
attained the position of the uttaramantrin (25s51w58/) took
them up and completed them ;

(ii) that the document was dated in the reign of Marafijadai-
yan (m/rp@ &FEOI_UIGHT ),

Now, the Kali year given in the inscription corresponds to AD.
770. This was about the year when Parantaka Piandya (urrsss
urarrgw) ascended throne.  His father Paranku$a Pandya (urra
©¢ urerrgw), who fought with Nandivarman Pallavamalla (558 e
s Ueevaunm) at Sankaramangal (smsrwmens) and other places,
about the year A.D. 760, must have died just before 770. Maran-
kari (wrp@sT@) continued as uttaramanirin ‘e gsrop84) for
some vears in the reign of Parantaka (wr7s5ss) before he died.
His death must have taken place within about a decade from 770.
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The facts contained in.the Anaimalai inscriptions are in striking .
consonance with those found in.the Guruparamparias regarding
Nammalvar, his father and his disciple, Firstly, the compound
name Or iraftai-ppér (@uien i@ui) Karimaran (srfwrmpsr) of
- Nammal]var (swrgpers) indicates that Kari was the name of his
father. The name Marankari (corpmsri) of the uttaramantrin (25
srw584A) shows similarly that he was the son of Maran (wrpév),
Secondly Nammalvar (sibwrghamrs) was called Parankuéa (wors
&), which was also the name of the father of the king Parantaka
(varpss), Lastly, the disciple of Nammaialvar (sbworpars)
possessed the name of Madhurakavi (wgrsal); a surname of the.
uttaramantrin ~Marankiari (2885w 5817  wrpéerd). Nammal-
var’s (sbwrperi) mother comes from Tiruvanparidairam (Sasever
uflEroib), a place not far from Karavandapuram (ssa@Bsuyswd) or
Kalakkadu (ser€sr®). These facts in the accounts of Kari (&r),
the uttaramantrin (23srw587) and Nammalvar (mbwrperi)
tempt us to identify Nammalvar (subwripaird) as the son of the
uttaramantrin (=.ssr50584). Such an 1dent1ﬁcat10n solves many
an otherwise inexplicable difficulty in the life of Nammaialvar
(mbumpesri). 1f the identification is correct, it is easy to see that
Nammalvar (sBowrpers) was named Miaran (wrpar) after his
grandfather. It was the custom in ancient days for the kings of
South India to honour their faithful and distinguished subordinates -
in various ways, of which one was to confer up them the privilege
of prefixing to their own names that of their sovereign. Hundreds
of instances of this custom could be found in epigraphy and it is
also mentioned in Tamil literature. For the distinguished services
rendered to him, Paranku$a (v77@&#) may have been pleased
to permit Marankari (wroe arf) to prefix his name to his own or
to that of his son. Being already in possession of surnames such
as' Mavendamangala-ppéraraiyan (epCe sswmses Qurenrwer), etc.
Marankari (wrpersrdl) may have thought it fit to call his son
Parankuéa (wsr@ges) after his sovereign. Similarly, Namma]var
('zsmm/rbgewlrn') may have given his own father’s surname Madhura-

kavi (ezreel) to his disciple as a ddsya-ndma and he may
have thenceforth come to be known by the name of Madhurakavi
(wgir=ef) his real name being lost to posterity.

It is quite certain that Nammalvar (sbwripenri) was born at
Tirukkurugir (8@%&@e-# ) when his father was in charge of that
district, but Marankari (wrp&srd) himself was a native of Kalak-
kadu (&smM/TG) The fact of Nammalvar’s (swwrppenrs) birth at
Tlrukkurugur (8@mé@m®.i) need not therefore be considered
as militating against the inscriptional statement that Marankari
(wrp&srfl) was a native of Kalakkadu (wordsr@).

“When I published my article on the Anaimalai (%)
inscriptions in Sendamll (@& B5.80) for 1906 the above iden-
tifications wereattempted .by me, but some other considerations



20

-obliged ' me:.to abandon.-them -then. I.have  since been:.con-

vinced that, for the reasons stated- above, the identifications are
perfectly valid. . -

The - king Parantaka (uJTlr,'E,ﬁ"ﬂz‘) was hlmself a. very devout
Vaisnava, as the. Madras. Museum plates of that kmg states. We -

‘read of him in that inscription . I o

LITps&eET Lroeneuasesrever ap@sd® and: :
YepQ&F 2y mmﬁqpaﬂp &mepfAauriis @LJ@IT L{s@,&: -
S5O QUS SLOM b FEOPUIE &6 pLosiT aor@ i i =
Carlevrs@uyn

Again, it is stated, that the four concludlng verses of the
Velvikudi (Caerali®n.) grant of the same king Parantaka (ulﬂr,ﬁﬁsﬁ)

have been quoted from the Vaispava Dharma (evadsemragiv).

The Visnu Dharma (e95i @msi0) is a work of authority ainong the
Srivaisnavas -and the story of Ksatrabandhu (®mps8russ)
alluded to in his Tirumalai (,@@LD/T?@J) by Tondaradippodiyalvar
(@sramrgl@Qurgwripairt) is given in ‘the 17th chapter of ‘that
work. The Vaisnava ‘zeal which this king and his officers
evinced was the result of the Vaisnava revival inaugurated in the. -
Pandya country by Nammalvar (sibisrisers) and the' Mudalalvars :
(epsewrpari) in the Tondaimandalam (O sr e sinesr L eb),

- One other fact in the life of Nammalvar (swripars) has now

to be considered. “There'are thirteen Vaispava places of note in

the Malainadu (2 57®) which no one but Nammalvar (Bbworhard)
has praised: They are situated in placés which were reached in
ancient times -by three or four mountain passes. One group
consisting of  Tiruvanparidaram (8@aerufdsrrd), Tiruvattaru
(9@ar rm) and Tinivanandapuram (8@ @ 55545y ) was reached
by the Aramboly (@ire@urd) or the Kadukkarai (s®@%ser) pass ;
another consisting of Tiruccirraru (8x#8p2r o) in Cengunrar
(@#m@aart), Tiruppulivir (2alyelyr), Tiruvanvandar (§meer
amor 87), Tirukkadittainam (S@és9-gsreard), Tiruvallava] (8@ e
ewarp) and Tiruvaranvilai (Pmamrera?%r) was reached by the
Accankoyil (gFsar@sruSi¥r) pass; while one must come by the
Bodinayakantar (Q@u'mg srwsenri) pass to reach Tirukkatkarai
(8@mssri_asemr) and Tirumulikkalam (@@epdéserd), Tirunavay
(8@ srari) and Tiruvittuvakkodu ( @@l 5 sev£@s7®) are accessible
through the Palghat pass: All these -ways are situated even
atsthe present time in thick jungles infested with wild animals
and are not easily passed.through. It must have been much more
difficult of access in earlier days. - The inaccessibility of these
Vaisnava shrines accounts for the fact that they have not been
visited by the other Alvars, though some of them have come almost
to the foot of the Western Ghats. It became possible for Nam-
‘malvar (sbworpard) to visit them, because he was the son of a'high
official of the State and perhaps because he was much respected
by the king, who might have sent an escort of powerful soldiers
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and staff to enable Naraimalvar (,!ELDLD”'bDQJﬂ"T) to visit the places of
pilgrimage in Malainadu (820 57 @). :

The astronomical details supplied by the (&@urburr) Guru-
paramparas yield the date AD. 798 for: Nammalvar (Bibromgpeunri)
and this date, be it noted, falls in the relgn of Parantaka Pandya T
(u_/r TBES LITasmg-w),

In one of his verses Nammﬁlvar( s Tpanri) appears to show
his acquaintance with the Tirukkural (8madGiear) of Tiruvalluvar
{Baraver gpeur). The first half of the verse réads thns:—

or revi- saien ar s S arder @& ey 5B 8 &
1 pevel & 8 @%5,5@,5@&1_: G)u@m:@aﬂu (lum)
which is almost the same as
| ser i & @ s er e au Quianeuir s euesr der @&'ﬂ‘;“"
Zoi ﬁ@ﬂ,a;o;sn'w
of the Kural. :

Again Na mmalvar (swbinrperi) mentions elsewhere in his
works the Sramanas, the Sakyas and the followers of the Linga-
purana (d@syrrew), This last is a work of recent date. His
references to the avaidika (®ys»a 8s) religions and his acquaintance
with the Tzrukkural(,@@ﬁ@pﬂr ) would be possible only if we place
him well within histori¢ times, but never if we should accept the
tradition which places his birth 3,000 years befure that of Christ.

“There is an inscription engraved upon one of the pillars of the
first prakara of the Sairirajapperumail (9« ar fArrel@uawrer) temple
at Tirukkannapuram (g@Ssamenrib) which belongs to the third
year of a Cola king who is simply called Rajakésarivarman
(srg@sovflauiwer). From the palaographical point of view the
record could be assigned to the reign’of Aditya I (g©35w), who
as we know, ruled before A.D.908. In this inscription a private
person bears the name Sathakﬁpa (#@asros), which no one before
Nammalvar (swwrpari ) had borne and which appears to have come
into existence with Nammalvar (,fswwffbwm'r) If Sathakopa (L.
@aru), one of the names of Nammalvar (siéworpari) was borne by
a common man some time before A.D. 908, it is certain that the
original Sathakopa (#-@#ru) should have lived fairly long
before A.D. 908 so as to allow time for the spread of his glory, and
to compel the admiration of people for his worth so that they
might be prompted by a desire to bestow on their children
the name of so great and saintly a person. If, as we have
conjectured already, Namma]var (sbworipary) lived. in the first half
of the 9th century, it would not be difficult to find ordinary people
bearing the name Sathakopa (#1-@srws) in the 10th century A.D.

The various standpoints from which we have viewed the age
of Namma]var (sbwrgpari) point in the -aggregate to the first
half of -the 9th century as. the time when he lived and wrote his
memorable Tiruvaymoli ( @@pauri@wrys),
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- Kulasekhara (@ew@s&r) was, according to tradition, the-next
_after Namma]var (sowrghart) in point of time. There is.very
little .of internal evidence in the works of Kulaéekharalvar (6Qs
srrpeiri) regarding. the age in which ‘he flourished. - He styles
himself the lord of Kadal (- Madura), of Kongu (@sree), of
Koli (@arid) (Uraiyar) and of the city of Kollinagar (Qaméval pari)
and thereby: claims lordship over the Pandya, Kongu and the
Chola countries. One passage in his work has reference to an
historical incident which may serve to fix approximately -the age
of Kulasekhara. It runs thus:— :

LDE\J?@ULDH‘,EEH‘@QGD)@U,@J@T;D’W&N' ar s QF ew s 8 eu,mgl
. FFEr5 Yoo uafru_;,sg: ..o OenZer QElieenssTesy

which Perlyavaccan-plllal (QuAlwaur demar-erlr), the great Vais-
nava commentator, explains thus :~—
LOESFIDIISED SIUjEDLU GV TIINILLT QT (O LD HCOTE@ T 22 Teurar

sboler SrovarsssfAGa o a1l ... ...
This explanation, howéver, is wrong. The passage clearly means

GC8rasr YuGurearair wolwpsise sraraur8p udevelari@ur
n‘);i) RQarerm daTen® Lsal @, Quridssrs Gallar gt Quris @
@Sarer wru @ srGam 9w Lﬂsyr%nu./n'@u_/ &evar G dewt S eor ()
Here is, theérefore, an allusmn to the defeat and death of a Pallava
king suffered in the hands of Kulaéekhara (o@#sr), We know
that Nammalvar (swrgpari) lived in the reign of Parantaka
Pandya I (wrrpss urewrguw), son of Parankuéa Pandya (urréages
urerigw)-the contemporary and opponent of Nandivarman Palla-
vamalla (558eiwsr Leeawae), Since Kulasekhara (ge@ssr)
is said to be later than Nammalvar (sborpard), the Pallava
contemporary of Kulasekhara should be some one ‘later . than.
Nandivarman Pallavamalla (558eicer u@@’@!wﬁ‘ﬂﬁv) On suffi-
ciently strong grounds Professor Jouveau Dubreuil has shown in
‘his recent publication on the “Pallavas” that “the southern part
of the Pallava kingdom was occupied by the Pandyas from the
4th to the 16th year of the reign of a Pandya king called Maranja-
daiyan (wrpessewlwer); it appears to have been a. military
occupation. We think that the occupation took place at ‘the end
of the reign of Danti, ‘about 825.” Kulasekhara (G®?s%s) may
have joined the Pandya king in assailing and probably also killing
the Pallava king Dantivarman (s5&esiner), some time about A.D.
825. It is perhaps this event that is alluded to in the passage quoted
above from the Perumal Tirumoli (Qu@iorer GmGaryd). By virtue -
of his descent on his father’s and mother’s side, he may have -
claimed to be the lord of Uraiyar, Kollinagar, etc. The age of
Kulaéekhara has to be placed therefore in first half of the gth
century.

Periyalvar (@uAwripars) and his daughter Andil (eycdor Lmreir)
were the contemporaries of a Pandya kmg named Srivallabhadé&va
(WPada@se). Mention is also made in their works of a person -
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‘who held the surnames Nayacala (swree);, and Abhimanatuniga
(eyiIoreor i), 'surnames which sound, more like those possessed
by kirigs than by common men. The Srivaisnava tradition makes
them the surnames of-a Selvan (@sevavsr), who is said to have been
the priest of the king. If so, we should understand that those titles
which ‘belonged to him were conferred by the king-on his priest
as an honour. The only source of information regarding the Pan-
dyas-we possess at present are the two Sinnamanir (ferarweart)
plates ‘and the Vélvikudi (Baeralss-) grant.  According to the
larger Sinpnamantir (9e7erwgart) grant, there was a king named
Srivallabha (ufeeevn) alias Mara (orp) and Paracakrakolahala
(urs8@r@esrevrse) who was the son of Varaguna (ar@ewr) Pandya
and ‘who was a distinguished sovereign in his line. The document
describes him thus:— - - :

AAAEHEHER aATAT a2t - A
WA SiEekgdie Faf: sl w9 )
Y WFESARFAT UG RIS -
ST gaotaFitafm: fagyl qaf: o

Only one stone inscription of this king Srivallabha (ufaéer)
has been dispovqred up to this time; it is -engraved on a rock-cut
shrine at Sittanpavadal (§ss@rawrarser) - in the Pudukkottai
State. In this inscription Srivallabha is seen to have possessed
another surname Avanipasekhara (@aefiu@ssr), " .

Periyalvar (@uflwripeurs) alludes to his patron Srivallabha
(Fadvers) glias Maran (w7p) in the following passage :—

Qareraraer miBaplardr @ pGLrpear Ose e HQsrar Q@6
e T @ &m avor Lr®b @ g6 Gpor el g5es Gor oG,

Attention may also be drawn to the present tens¢ Garawi @b
employed in the above passage. Srivallabha, the son of Varaguna
(e2r@ewr), lived in the middle  of the 9th century. The astrono-
mical details regarding the age of Periyalvar (@uiwrgpeuri)
supplied by tradition yield A.D. 725 for the birth of Periya]var; if
he should be taken to be a contemporary of Srivallabha Pandya
(eFfaevers uresrigw) we should attribute to him an usually i(:;ng
life. We have therefore to reject the traditional date as it does
not fit in with the other facts mentioned by the Guruparamparas.
We must take only the middle of the 9th century as the approximate
time at which Periya]var flourished.

'Thfz next alvar, according to the tradition, was Tondaradippodi
(@srawr g '@urg), He was the contemporary of Tirumangai-
valvar (@@wsmesurpart); between these is placed Tiruppan-
ilvar _(,@@L'J'Jff@gbaxft/_r'). So, if we fix the age of .Tirumaﬁgéi
(B@uwaoms), we would arrive at the age of the other two Alvars also,



‘The following-facts fourid in the works “of Titumangai (S@whems)
afford us: suﬁicwnt materlals for.the " deterrnmatlon of-the age of~
this Alvar :— - e - : :

}1.'@(5@7‘6?)7‘@ anmrsm;wm@.snm.mmm/@w ,rsmmu.g.mﬁ Ba
T acaliEQeemf, .
2. woeiTereysT @gn‘wm:..wxr@&/rm acrdgh BT aply-terdey and
- rQ@uwsaer s awel) sariaLl @Bpss SFRU LWET S 5T,
3. uevevaer bl @erer el b LrBusés s o aretrsrib,
4, Arisai werdardé L agmeiGae Q;s@ewruﬂgysa @d’@‘
: aflev @persrer Lrbsaasr ueewar@srer,
- B. @gmmw?ﬁmm@p%arugﬁv Qr@maler LSDpevariiguw - @m@?@)
N - Quirsr LITTWsT g Lieveveui Qaraw,
6. 2 ovg L LoaTarar Qe aralier s &so-raaﬂmrrm,@@r @5;55@@,5’7'
o Qagaue LeeLs iy QeusT mp e,
. Semi_ @ povalevweaar ©pevioelulon. qu@euar Q&@@Q@J @JGVE
sy g5 LJGU)L_PQ'@,E/D Lgveveui BEmon, ’
8. sLewQ@uirey (ya;grsr@u: _Qg,m&@mfru.: uwpu_lsm.u wéveveur
Qa&mrer, S
9. Q,s/rm‘q.s;bg u@)@o@/r@&'lreﬁr and : T e
10. Q&md)wsof Cé’szr&@&(s/e@w.

Quotations 2 to 9 arer from- his decade in pra1se of the Vlsnu
in the temple of Paraméccura-vinnagaram (u;r@mara;zr@ﬁmrmaurw)
at Kafci. It has long been- established that this temple was
_constructed by the Pallava king Paramesvaravarman (&5 Quoah
" arreviwar) II, the predecessor. of Nandivarman Pallavamalla (558
aiwer Loeaweda), The walls of the prakara of this temple
contain a series of well-executed but ill-preserved panels of
‘sculpture glorifying: ‘the Pallava race, by giving pictorial repre-
sentations of .the. incidents in the lives of Paraméeévaravarman
(usQueverradwsr) and Nandivarman Pallavamalla (558 esfwner
véeesnever), From the short inscriptions engraved below these
panels, we get glimpses as to how the last-named sovereign -
obtained sovereignty. and how he was welcomed by -the chief
- officers of the State and conducted into the capital. Students of

South Indian History are familiar with the fact that Nandivarman
Pallavamalla (55 &eiwar Lié @awewew) was harassed by dissen-
sions caused by Citramaya (f£&swrw), a prince in the regular
line, whom Pallavamalla superseded. The latter had for his
confederates the Pandya king Parantaka (ws75s%) I, and other
southern princes, whereas Pallavamalla was strongly supported
by his subordinate chief Perumbidugu Muttaraiyar (@uqpee -
J@@@.ﬁsg‘o’o’)ﬂ“l[ﬂf‘\ his general Udayacandra and Adigaimin
(@ @mswrar),  Nandivarman (s5&Sesiwer) met his opponents. in -
the battles . of Sankaramangai (F@érwées), Mannaikkudi
(oo &), Nelveli (@poGaed), Alindiyir (P 585+7) and
Pugaliytr (4Ys857). Inthelast of these places Adigaimin (& Seoa
wrar) was defeated by the Pandya Parantaka (urerg.w Uﬂrﬁ,sd!),
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- The battles at Mannai (mw&m), Nelveli (@,ﬂsw@ﬁ'@ﬂ) and Karuvir
(s@ey)y are referred to by “Tirumangaiyalvar (S@wseswrpeidr),
It is' well known that the battles of Mannai (w&@&wr) and Nelvéli

- (@pv@ae) were. fought by Nandivarman -Pallavamalla’ (558
i uﬁbﬁv@mﬁ%@)). The Pandya king Parantaka (us755%) after

_ ‘defeating | Adigaiman (&@eswrear) at . Pugali (4s:4), which

;,15 the . modern. Pugaliir (4%e57) .on - the Trichinopoly-Erode:

branch of the South: Indian Railway, appears to have proceeded’

. to Karuvar (s@ey), not far from Pugaliynr (W&@lpi). There he

was confronted and defeated by Nandivarman Pallavamalla (558

evilngr Lsveveundver) as stated by Tirumangaiyialvir (8@eses

wrpavrr). Since the military achievements of the Pallavar-kon

(vovevaii@mrer) who, according to Tirumangai, worshipped the god

in ‘the temple of Paraméccura-vinnagaram (v rQ@uésraler ewraain)

and those of Nandivarman Pallavamalla - are -identical, there
can possibly be no ObJeCtIOIl to' our identifying the former with
the latter. - :

The war-drum of Pallavamalla was called the kadufvaypparaz
(5@61WWUU66>JD) and it is described by Tlmmangalyalvar as sound-
ing like the ocean in the following passage :—

5L..ﬁu@urrﬁu APLOBELD @_:r,méa@am—u_luuem,mu.[m(_u Ldvevasi @arar.

The name of this drum occurs in the Vakkaléri and the Kendur
grants of Kirtivarman TI -of the Calukya dynasty. The Tamil
~word kaduvayppurai (s@eriiiveop) is therein most mechanically
: t;anslated into katumukha—vadztra (sGupsevrSs8r). From the fact
that—

TFANIET IPIET GHSFIFAT ga:na C1g) gvemraﬁm
T AfgERaAFI e aifgE 9gd gy d9gd (9@
a?’s'ﬁ@arqumﬂ‘s's?mﬁmamafa%ﬁ . €£ﬂ%m "

Tlrumangalyalvar mentions the name of the drum of Pallavamalla
there could not be even a shadow. of doubt that the Pallavar-kon
- mentioned by the Alviar is the same as' Nandivarman Pallavamalla
and A.D. 717 to A.D. 779, which was the length of the reign of
Pallavamalla, is the upper limit of the age of Tirumangai.

Let us now proceed with the determination of the lower limit
for the age of Tirumangaiyilvir (@@GraemswrihaTi), In his
decade in pralse of Visnu. at Attabuyakaram (o rywsre) at
Kafici, the Alvar makes mention of a Tondaiyar-kon. Vaira-
mégan (Q,sn'smmf_wrr@srrm— ewar@ussr), Some ‘scholars have
identified this Tondalyarkon (@sraranwi@srear), that is, the
Pallava Vairamégha (war@ws) with the Rastrakma king
.Dantidurga, who also bore the name Vairamégha (war@us). We
‘know that the queen of Nandivarman Pallavamalla was a princess
of a Rastrakita dynasty and very likely the daughter of

4
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Dantidurga. And.it must be after him the son of Nandivarman:
Pallavamalla- ‘was. named Dantlvarman he seems to have assumed
also the surname Vairamégha .of his maternal grandfather. The
Rastrakata Danti- was a bad,kmg ‘and .. was. therefore deposed_
soon aftér his accessionj;.there is therefore very little likelihood
that that king took Kaifici~and compelled. its Pallava. king to do
homage to him. TtUis therefore unlikely that Tirumangai had in
his’ mind a foreign:sovereign when he feferred to Vairameéghan.
On the other hand, we come across. the name Vairamaghban alias
Vanakovaraiyan (areer@sreasnrwsr), in . No. 158 ‘of the Madras
Epigraphist’s Collection for 1912. The record is dated in the fourth
year of the reign of the  Pallava king Aparajitavariman (guor
dsaime), whom I have identified with Nrpatuigavarman (&
gmsar), the last of the powerful Pallava kings of Kafichi.- The
surname Vairamégha of Dantivarman which is held as an alias by
the subordinate Pana (w7ewr) prince must, as usual, have been
conferred on him by his sovereign who may have been Nrpatunga
himself or his father Nandivarman. Another inscription belonging
to Uyyakkondar Tirumalai (2 bwé@erer _ri Sawv) near Trichino-
poly mentions a channel named Vairaméghan-kal (weaurQusarsrev),
In many places in the Trlchmopoly district we come across the
inscriptions of Dantlvarman and in them we see him referred to by
his name Dantivarman as also by his surnames such as Marppidugu
(worp90@), etc, The channel referred to above may have been
named after his surname Vairameégha. Since the present tense
aermeh is employed by the Alvar in his reference to Vaira-
mégha, Tirumangaiyilvar must have been a contemporary of
Dzntivarman. If this conclusion is correct, the age of Tirumangai
would fall in the first half of the9th century, for, according to Prof.
Jouveau Dubreuil Dantivarman lived from A.D. 779 to A.D. 830.

The ages of Tiruppanalviar (@@uureyipeuri) and Tondara-
dippodi (@sreere gy i@Quirg.) must therefore also be fixed as the
first half of the ninth century.

In the course of this lecture I have given one or two instances
proving the acquaintance of the Alvars with standard works such .
as the Tirukkural. The Alvars were familiar with several other
classic works. In the Tirwmalai (8@ory) of Tondaradippodi-
yalvar (@s7reir L rg.l@ury), for instance, there occur two feet of a
verse which are identical with two feet of another belonging to the
work of the Saiva saint Apparsvamigal (a/uumsfmmﬂ&;err) The
verse in the Tirumala: (,@@w”?@v) runs thus :—

&margs@,a;u_,mpu.{mmm?m 2_6ir @heur @/M/r@@//rm,éfﬁu@w
66\1’677',6@‘5607' mBregn @ greermig. @,5”6‘637’@5@5 Gsn-m)wg,mr
[(EL_@T
Q.GT@QI/T @m@p@pﬁvwn (gm_szsﬂ@,mgfgﬂﬁ Qe :
L GDQJeeruC?urr @wmg}/m@@tr preraloramps . @n‘)ﬁﬁL.@L_@m.

i
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whereas that of the Tevaram of . Apparsvamlgal thus ==

"«smm@mw 5mmg®ﬁmmTme$ 5mm§mr5$ 55&15&-1_;@1_;#5@,5
Qs oraflGu pr& s o Czig Bar pirig SseirBre. -
er@ar @S pQ@peend \L)DI_@‘H@,(E &5 8@Quwer
QaerBQarer Qeaverd 5T goith evreipF Piflg S G Qar.

Slnce we know that Apparevﬁ.rmgal (@/uufrafwrrﬂsm) lived in the
middle of the seventh céntury- and the Tondaradippoqi (@ sretor-
Fi9.5@Qurg) in the middle of the ninth century, we are obliged to
remark that the latter must. have borrowed - both the thought and
the language of the former.

Even in the time of the Saiva devotee there must have been
some amount of Vaishnava awakemng Wthh the Salva saint views
with dlshke -He says

,5/7‘119@1,[561@) FEET GSEETLY -
Trueerers sup s EslQuupi G"uzun-, o
QLuiigplev wyetr@uir Qur&@uw

oMU DTS S0 11 inér & 5@ .

_Again, Tirumangaiyalvar refers to a custom of the ancient
Tamil land and which is.described in the ZTolkappiyam (@sre
amud?wm) and the Tirukkural (,@@as@/.v@rr) The custom is known
as (@ ms®). The Tolkappiyam distinctly prohibits the practice
of this custom in the.case of -women in the following sutra :—

&1 & 5 vor Ln@‘/é@@l w&Be LG
© Qurprient. @ pglenn uSaTenwwir e .

and gives the fo]lowmg examples in |1lustrat10n of it; -

SL_GveiT GoT s:rw,as,amrru_‘i@/m @umr.g_/r

oL grrri ewbsi Gu@evesii—.oL g f g6
&7 G8sd aubler seSlagsPiur i Qarinrer
QeaulLior (E’m‘m@sn@zrr[_ @uer,gg

and the Kural

SL_GERT T FTLD AL B Lm_.@@:@u e
@umrswﬁp QU s 5 Es Hov. =

In his Periya-Tirumadal (Quﬂ‘hu,@@wt—év), T1rumanga1yar notes that
the »Tannl .grammars -do - not countenance women, practlslng the
custorn of madal-érudal and defies the Tamil grammars and ex-
presses his opinion that the limitations put upon females by the
grammars are unjustlﬁable in the tollowmg passage i~

@/mm'mmL.wn' Tl rs %I_GUWGLBWLDH@@5@’DT
- toeir GoIthl @rrr @ reru@srd eirE &y T Lo
@gm@/muuﬂw @SL_LQJ(@ngT@-’@/,g%DTLUITLD @g(r_&@ ih,

It is plaln therefore that. Tlrumangalyar was farmhar mth Tol.. -
kappivam and other classw WOIkS ’
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The later Alvars seem to be acquainted with eac—;"h -other's work

‘as is evidenced by the innumerable parallel passages which might
easily be quoted.  Ishall give here a few examples:— :
mn'mm@@maﬂ @@)&;@ mm@ﬁ@? et s - -
s Periyalvar.

;nrrmm@@wm@@&@ mm@,saﬁ’ uﬂmg%ﬂwuﬂr
v esrrarrw@m sa:m),sn'(?ufru_r esﬁ@mpﬁ,srrm s,r@mrq.

L i - ) T1rumangan

s@w:j%vf&&ﬁur@ @ i evor G 57 - a;mrmﬁ?am‘ &'G{HE@LD/]’@P -
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Kulasekhara.
From the way in which Kulaéékhara qualifies the word Zondar
in the following passage, he'seems to have had the name Tondar-
adippodi in his mind or we may take that Tondarad1ppod1ya]var
@ ﬁ”GWl-ILQ..UQu/TLQ.UJH’&QGDIT”’) got the suggestion to name hlmself
Tondaradippodi from the works of Kulaéekhara. - -
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. The works of the Alvars may -be described as welling with a
genuine love of an extremely.intense degree for. Visnu and in their
earnestness and fervour they stand only on a par with the equally -

-strong and touching appeals to : God made in their Tévgram
(@sarrib) by the Saiva saints.” This love, or bhakti, is the founda-
tion for the doctrine of prapatti (Jrug@) which looms large *
in the Srivaisnava philosophy. Even the hardest heart cannot
resist the extremely pathetic and beautifully poetic appeals of a
Kulasekhara, an Andal or a Tiruppanalvar. The compositions of
the Alvars do indeed deserve the encomiums

5-57&',$§Ld)bbm;r&;v FREApS S8 h, SUEMHEND. Levaues

occurring in their own works, as also those lavishly bestowed on
them by later authors. To deal adequately with the merits of

their works does not fall within the scope of the present lecture
and with your permission, I pass over it. .

THE ACARYAS.

The Sriy'a-isr_lava' chroniclers make justly a distinction between -
the Alvars and the Acaryas, the former being saints who had :
realized Brahman and had personal enjoyment of His grace,
whereas the latter were learned propounders and elaboraters of/
- the philosophy contained in the works of the Alvirs and were!
certainly far lower than the Alvars. The first of the Acaryas
was Nathamunigal. In fixing the age of - Nathamunigal there are
several difficulties, the .data -being of a very conflicting nature.
The earliest of the Guruparamparas, the Divyasari-carita distinctly
states that Nathamuni obtained directly from Sathakopa, through
the influence of Madhurakavi, his own works.

The Guruparampara of Pinbalakiyaperumaial Jiyar (Seroe@uw
Qugaporer gfwi). however, affirms that Nathamuni (57 gsgpefl) secured
the works of Nammalvar and other Alviars in a dream from the
former, who became pleased with Nathamuni after he repeated
12,000 times certain verses as advised by Parankusadisa, a
disciple of Madhurakavi. This statement, , namely, that Nathamuni
obtained the divya-prabandhas of all'the Alvars from Nammalvar
in a dream is repeated in all subsequent Guruparamparas.

Lateron the Srlvalsnavas finding that the attribution of a great .
‘antiquity to the A]vars removed them fzir into the past and that
it created a long gap of time between the Alvars and the Acirjra's, P
and with a desire to bridge over it, contrived to give a long line of
disciples to Madhurakavi and asserted that Parankudadasa (uord
GesTE). was but one of- this lineage. They also contended that
the older Guruparampards ought not to be understood as stating
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that Parankuéadasa was the immediate disciple of Madhurakavi,
but that he must be presumed to be a remote descendant in the
. line of dlsc1ples of Madhurakav1 They also lengthened the life.
; of Nathamuni to . 330 or 340 years; If we realize that Nammalvar
lived in the nlnth century and that Madhurakavi or his disciple
Paranku$adasa lived even after Nammalviar, we cannot find enough’
time in the interval between the end of the life of Parankusadasa
and the beginning of that of Ramanuja, that is, between about A.D.
900 and 1017 to interpose 340 years for the life of Nathamuni and
120 years for that of Alavandar. It is very probable that Natha-
munigal flourished in the last quarter of the ninth and the major
portion of the tenth century. A supposition such as this makes
it not 1mpossvble for -him to have directly met Madhurakavi. or his
dlsmp]e Parankusadasa and obtained the Tiruvaymoli frorn elther

An 1mportant document was recent]y dlscovered by me Whlch
throws considerable light upon the history of the Srivaisnavas.
It is a set of copper-plates dug out of the earth in the village of
Anbil (»ardev), not far from Srlrangam, it belongs to the reign of
the Cola king Parantaka II otherwise known also as Sundara-
cola. It records a grant of land which the king made to a
Brahmana officer of his, who was a native of Anbil. This officer
and four ancestors of his were great devotees of the God Rariga-
nitha of Srirarigam and their donations to the temple are detailed
in the document. The author of the beautiful Sanskrit verses
which form the first portion is stated therein to be a disciple
of Srinatha. Since the date of the inscription falls in the middle .
of the tenth century, we may reasonably identify. thls Srlnatha with
the Acarya Nathamunigal. The first of the four ancestors of thé
donee must then have lived in the ninth century and must therefore
have comeé under the influence of the Alvirs who were congregated
in the temple of Ranganatha in Srlrangam. 51tuated Very near his
own village of Anbil.

‘Regarding Nathamuni there occur in the Guruparampams certain
facts of apparently historical value, namely, that he was born in
the agrahara of Viranarayanapuram (SrprrrwesrLjrd) and died
in Gangaikonda$olapuram (sdes@srar @srpyri). Though it
is perfectly possible that Nathamunigal lived in the agrahara
of Viranariyanapuram, it does mnot seem to Dbe possible that
he died in Gangaikondaéslapuram. This latter place could not
have come into existence at the time of Nathamunigal. .For,
Rajendracola (I/T@%JE,@I@J”H:), who is well-known also as.
Gangaikondasola, began to reign- in A.D. 1012 and hé djd not
proceed on his northern expedition before the I2th year of his
reign. It was only after he had extended his conquest as far as the
Ganges that he obtaihed the surname -Gangaikondasola.. If.the
newly raised city went by the name of Gaé\ga:rkondaéalapuram, this
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could have been only. after A.D. 1024. If it be a fact that Natha-
-munigal actually died in Gangaikondasolapuram, the event should
have occurred after A.D. 1024 at the earliest.. Alavandar (ger
«5&07), the grandson of Nathamunigal (srsgpeflser), is known to -
have been born some - time after the death of Nithamunigal ; he
must.then have been born after 1024. But Ramanuja, his dlsCIple
and who was very much younger than he, is stated to have been
born in the year A.D. 1017. This leads us. to the absurd conclusion
" that the Acarya of Ramanuja was born after him. The name
Gangaikondas6lapuram led first myself and then, the writers on
Srivaisnava history who came after me, into awkward mistakes.
The name of the place where Nathamunigal died must have been
identified by later hagiologists with the then prominent city of
Gangaikondaéolapuram. . On the other hand if we -assume that
Nithamunigal lived in the reign of Parantakacola I at Vira-
narayanapuram and died before or in the reign of Parantakachola
" II, he must have lived for over 80 or 90 years.

If now we assume that Nathamunigal died in the middle of the
tenth century, the life of Alavandir must have begun at the same
period and extended into the first half of the eleventh century.
Tradition gives astronomical data for the birth of Alavandar
which fix that event at A.D. 918. Similarly, his death is believed
to have taken place in 1038. It is not impossible that a man lived
for 120 years, especially in those olden times when people were
much hardier than they are at the present time, but it appears to
be improbable in the case of Alavandar.

It is a fact that a person becomes prominent in the world only
after he attains a high position in society ; every action of his is
then watched and every word of his listened to with eagerness by
the multitude of his admirers, who begin to note carefully the
events in the subsequent life of their hero. They may thus manage
to get all the information of his-later life though the earlier portion
may be lost in obscurity. This must be so especially in the case
of a Hindu sanydsin, who cannot be questioned about his pizrvasrama,
which he is supposed not to remember. For, his civil existence
ends when he assumes the garb of the sanyasin. If it is difficult
to obtain information of the early life of a sanydsin even in his
life-time, it must necessarily become much more so for a person
of a succeeding generation desirous of compiling a biography
of a deceased worthy. .The paucity of information regarding the
earlier portion of the life of Ramanuja had indeed confronted the
erva1snava chronlclers, and it is here that the modern investi-
gators also experience great difficulties. While we find the dates
for all important events in the later life of Ramanuja, we possess
-no such definite- data' concerning his life before he left for the
Hoysala kingdom. -All that we are able to gather from the Guru-
paramparas is’ that his-'father imparted to his son elementary
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education and died when his son was still young.*  The sisters of
Ramanuja, being already .married, had joined their husbands:

Ramainuja was not enciimbered with any superfluity of worldly

goods and thérefore had little difficulty in leaving hlS blrthplace
and settling dowi at Kafici. ,

In"India where the orthodox systern .of 1mpartmg rehgmus
instruction had not in the least changed from ages long past, a fair
knowledge of grammar and logic (not to say a certain proficiency
in the Sanskrit language), was considered absolutely necessary for
beginning the study of philosophy.. Such an, initial study would
account for the life of a student up to at least the 16th year of age.

(After receiving hi§ elementary education from his father,
Ramanuja left his home, we will say at about the age of 16, to
prosecute his higher studies under the Veédantic teacher Yadava-
prakasa who was then lecturing at Conjeeveram. He continued
under the tuition of Yadavaprakaéa for some time before differ-
ences of opinion arose between the teacher and the pupil. The
events narrated in this period of Raminuja’s life require us to-allot
about four years at least, for his discipleship under Yadavaprakasa.
Ramanuja must first have had a fair training in Védanta. Then
alone he could possibly have balanced in his mind the interpreta:

" tions put on the texts by his preceptor with the conflicting ones that

suggested themselves to him. Then thére came the pilgrimage to
Benares when all his disciples are said to have accompanied
Yadavaprakasa. It was in the middle of this pilgrimage that
Ramaianuja left his preceptor and returned home to Kafici. Itis -
thus clear that the estimate of four years.is very just and proper.
After thus breaking off from his preceptor, Raminuja settled
down as a householder at Kafici with his mother and wife(') and
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(*) From the mention of his mother and wife alone, we are led to infer that his
father was not alive then. This inference receives ample corroboration from the state-
ment of the Guruparamparas that Rama:uja consulted his mother as to what he shouid
do for his further religious studies after disconnecting himself from - Yidavaprakisa.” Tt
is clear he woild not have acted thus if his father were alive. Again, the fact that he
unceremoniously established himself at Kafici in preference to his ancestral village Sri-

perumbidir surely wa.rra,nts the concluswn tha.t he had no ptopnetazy interest in the
'la.tter
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.continued his studies at home. Ramanuja remained thus, till he
-was summoned by AIavandar whowanted to make him his successor-
He left Kainici accompanied by Tlruvarangapperumalaralyar who
‘had been sent by Alavandar, and reached Snrangam, as we have
already said, only to hear of the demlse of him who would have
been his teacher. When he went to Snrangam to visit Alavandar
‘he may have been 25or 27 years old. I'may, in passing, again
- refer to-the- fact that Raimanuja returned to Kiafci immediately
and continued there for about five years.
- Ramanuja apparently took holy or ders in his 30th or 32nd
year of age. For, immediately after thlS event, his nephew
Mudaliyandan (alias Daéarathi), and Karattilvan (alies Srivat-
sanka-miéra) joined him to begin thelr study of the Va&danta.
Applying the same reasoning as in the case of Ramaianuja, these
'young men must then have been about 16 years of age.(
From this also we see that Ramanuja must have been more or
less about 32 years old at the time when these pupils joined him.
After taking holy orders, Ramanuja removed himself to Sri-
rangam, where heis reported to have effected many reforms in the

Ranganatha temple and created several offices for the better |,

management of its affairs. It is clear that, great as Raminuja was, :

he could not have induced the heredltary managers of the temple
to relinquish all their rights in his favour all at once.  Hence we
may fairly assume that it took him several years to introduce
the various reforms. S ‘
Having thus placed the affairs of the temple on a firm basis,
" Ramanuja started on his extensive tours of pilgrimage. He had
another object in thus settmg out, viz., that of collecting books and
materials for his great work, the Sri Bhasyam The places actually

(1) The date of the birth of Mudaliyindin is given in the following verse:—
wIfaaaegdl sRegi Gacal shia®
¥ wift fragaigef@EeRy [Ee |
NYAMHFIRA GIFH areaayo:
S grEdEatE 9t gikar qaigs age: |l

and the date of the birth of Kirattilviy, in the following sloka :—
FEgsT FieuEd AHFAE ¥ 9 YBET
¥ wgeEaEE] 9§ T YBEA
gyl FRALIGET AFATT T T
siacagg fRArREdl q@mguaET:
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visited by him are enumerated in a foot nobe.(” After ﬁmsﬁ]hg
his tours, he again. settled down at Sr1rangam for the purpose of
writing his chef d’veuvre, the Sri Bhasyam, in which task Kurat-
talvan proved of immense help. Two-thlrds of the work had been
finished when the Cola persecutlon began and it was completed
according to the Ramanujirya divyacaritam, in 1077 Saka, A.D.
1155®. That 1077 is a mistake for 1047 Saka (= A.D. 1125)
will appear from the followmg facts. Accordlng to the chro-
nogram ‘ Dharménastah,’ Ramanu]a died in 1059 Saka (A.D.
1137) and to say that the work was completed in 1077 Saka (A.D.
1155) is.absurd. When the work- had advanced about two-thirds
of its length, Raminuja was obliged to seek refuge in the Hoysala
country from Cpla persecution. '

"Thé date of the Cola persecution is indirectly obtained thus-
Periyanambi accompanied Kuirattalvan to the Csla court and there
his eyes and those of Karattilvin were put out. The old Periya-
nambi, not being able to bear the effects of the blinding, died on’
his way home. This event is stated to have taken place in the
year Kalayukti. ' .

FSIFATHFIASAAR: A AGEL: |
| QIEAEEEAIS AT Zugeagr || Ram. Div., p. 216,

The year Kalayukti was one falling within the reign of
Kulsttunga 1, who, later on, will be shown to have been the perse-
cutor of Ramanuja. In fact there occurs a Kalayukti year in this

. reign which corresponds to A.D. 1078-79. Since the death of

Perlyanambl occurred shortly after his visit to the Cola capital,
we may take A.D. 1078-79 to be the year when RamanuJa and
his followers were persecuted by the Cola king.

And it was only on hearing of the demxse of his persecutor after
1039 Saka (A.D. 1117), that he returned to Snrangam and was joined
by his pupil Karattilvan. Then, accordmo to the Ramanujarya
Divya Caritam, Ramanu]a finished the Sr1 Bhashyam. Thus itis
extremely likely that the date of the completion of the work
was 1047 Saka (A.D. 1125). This conclusion receives ample

(1) Kafici, Tirukkdvalir, Tirupati, Tirupputkuli, Kumbhaképam, Alagarkeil,

) Tiruppullani, Alva.r-Tlruna.gau, Tirukkuruhgudi, Tiruvapparigdram, Tiruvattir, Tiru-

vanandapuram, Tiruvallikkeni, Tirunirmalai, Madhurantakam, Tituvayindirapuram,
Ramanuja is also reported to have visited all the 777rxppad?’s of Northern India also.
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&orroboration from an. unexpected . quarter. - In the Madhva work
called the Chalarz—Smrztz there occurs this Sloka:
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according to which Ramanuja’s system in 1049 Saka (A.D. 1127)
was already an established fact, recogmzed as giving rise to a new
school of philosophy. Therefore 1047 Saka (A.D. 1125) is the
proper and correct date.

In 1021 Saka (A:D. 1099) Bahudhianya, Ramanuja was already
at Tondanar.?? For, in this year he had completed the construc-
tion, with the help of Visnuvardhana of the Tirunarayanapperumal
temple at Melukote. This fact shows the great influence
Ramanuja must have exerted in his new surroundings. Escaping
the Cola persecution, he settled at Tondantar and not long after,
was able to effect the conversion of noless a person than the Jaina

~king of the Hoysala country, Bittidéva, whom -he re-named

Vishnuvardhanadéva (or-raya). With the help of his royal
convert he constructed a large lake near Tondantr and called it
Tirumalai-Sagara.(®

The conversion of the Hoysala king must therefore have taken
place sometime before 1021 Saka (A.D. 1099). Mr. Rice asserts
that it must have been effected in A.D. 1117 (i.e., 1039 Saka).¥ He
seems to proceed upon a record of the Belar temple whichis a
genuine Vaispava one. Possibly also the following passage from
the Sthalapurana of Sravana Belgola induced him to confirm his

(Y The Guruparampara-prabhivam and the Ramanujarya Divya Caritam and all
other Tengalai versions of the story have 1012 Sal\a coupled with Bahudhdnya. Bahu-
dhanya tallies with 1021 Saka, and not with 1012 Saka. The Vadagalai Sampradiyam
gives the date correctly : the astronomical details do not work up correctly. )

(*) This beautiful lake was named Moti-talab (lake of pearls) for its clearness of
water, by Nazir-jung, son of the Subadar of Deccan, who visited it in A.D. 1746. The
Yadavanadi feeds the tank.

(® Inthe Mysore Gazetteer, Volume I,says Mr. Rice :—

¢¢ The step (conversion to Vaispavaism of Bitidéva) accompanied by a change
of his name to Vispuvardhana, by which he is principally known, was probably taken
in aboutA D. 1117.”
. Some of the inscriptions of Bittidéva dated before Saka 1039 (A.D. 1117), call him
Vishyuvardhana. Compare Epigraphia Carnatica.
No. 6, Yadatore (Saka 1038)
No. 83, Chimarijapagara (Saka 1039)
No. 34, Arsikeer (Saka 1023).
No. 149, Hussan (Saka 1035 ?).
No. 8g, Shimoga (Cilukya Vikrama era 35 1034-5 Saka)
No. 164, Kadur (Chapter 25, 1024—5 Sa.ka.)
In this, he is simply called Bittidéva.
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¢onclusion. The Sthalapurana says, “‘In Saka yeéar 1039, Dut=.
mukhi, Bettavardhana, iinder.the taunts of his favourite concitbine
and the arguments of Ramanujacarya, received ° Taptamudra’
(mark of religion) and thus becarie.a convert to the Vaispava
religion. He then changed his ‘hame to Visnuvardhana, and
Wwith a bitter hatred against this (Jaina) religion, discontinued or
abolished all the irams, destroyed 790 Basti temples, ‘a'_nd set up
Pafica Narayanas, viz., Chennige-Narayana at Belora, Kirti-
Narayana at Talakadu,® Vijaya-Narayana at Gadugu, and
Lakshmi Narayana at Haradanahalli, transferrmg to these all the
svastzyas or inams that had formerly been given to‘the Basti
temples. He built the tank at Tondamiru (Tondanuru?) from the
stones of the destroyed Basti temples and called it Tirumala-
sigara. Having abolished different kinds of Jaina inams, he

{ established below this tank Tirumalasagara-cattra for the feeding

of the Ramianuja Kiata. He gave the name of Meélukote and

. Tiruparayanapuram to the village of Doddaguruganahalli, con-

structed several temples and places and caused steps to be erected
to 'the hill of Melukote:® ” It carries the story to the reign of
Krishnariaja Odayar-and mentions the Mahdabhiséka performed by
him to the colossal image of Gommatéévara. This shows that it
was compiled very redently from available information ' of a
hearsay nature and hence is quite unfit for historical purposes.
Therefore the inference of Mr. Rice is untenable and it must be
presumed tl}at Ramaianuja effected the royal conversion sometime
before 1021 Saka (A.D:. 1099).

After building the Tiruniriayana temple on the Yadavadri
{Melukote), Ramanuja lived in this new village for a period of
nearly 12 years.® At the end of this period Ramanuja sent-his

(*) There seems to be some truthin this statement. At least as regards Talakad there
is no doubt. ' I have myself seen a Jaina idol (perhaps the original occupant of the
temple), be-n@mamed and oiled, in the prakara of the temple. The niches .in the
Vimana are extended with brick in chunam to accommodate Brihman (_rods cavering
up the old Jaina images already set up in them.

(*) ZInd. Ant., Vol. II, May 1873.

() The Sri Vaisnavas asSeri that his whole stay in the West was only for 12 years.
It is wrong. For, if they believe that he was in Tondaniir in 1021 Saka and returned
to Srirangam after the setting up of the Pafica-Nariyanas of which one took place in
1039 Saka according to the Beliir inscription, he mast have lived in Tondaniir and
Meélukoste for not less than 20 years. This long stay in these parts left its powerful
influence and we see as an effect thereof, a2 number of Visnu temples springing up.
One was built in Tondaniir itself in the reign of Narasirhha (son of Vishnuvardhana).
In the year 1080 Saka (A.D. 1158)—here Mr. Rice’s reading Saka 1030 is wrong as

“Vishouvardhana was still reigning then—a Sarvadhikiri Séanpati Karikkudi Tillaik-

kiittandi-dandaniyakan, son of Ulagamuundin, constructed in the middle of Vidava-
Narayapa-Chaturvédi-mangalam (Tondanifir itself), the temple of Karikkudi-Tillaik-
kiitta-Vinpagaram and set up Vip-rirunda Perumil, Lakshmi and Bhiimi and made

. grants to the temple, It is at present known as Krishnadéva’s temple. The kmg

himself made some grants of land in Sakd 1082 (here ~Mr. Rlce s reading is 1062 Sa.ka)
for the same temple for some offerings. ‘
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nephew Mudaliyandin to Belar, the then Hoysala capital (perhaps
at the request.of the King) to set up the Paficha Narayanas.’ At
Belur, Vijaya-Narayana’s image was set up in 1039 Saka (A.D.
1117). The passage referring to this event in the rather long
and beautiful Sgsara of B&lur runs as follows :—

E R ® *

“ Param-Brahma-svaripanum Enipa Srlmad-Vljaya-Nara-
yvana dé&varam Srlmad-V1shnuvarddhana Poysala- Devar ssad-
bhaktiyim su-pratishthitam-madi Saka Varsha Saélrada-muvat-
tombhattengya Hemalambl-Samvatsarada Chaltra-Suddha—
Pafichami-Adi-vira Srl-Vljaya-Narayana Dévara °~ Sri-Chenna-
‘keSava-Dévara Srl-Lakshmi-Nirayana-Dévara nitya-naimittika
divyangabhoga tri-kala-nivédya Sri-Vaishnavara brihmanara
mantra-gitapatra-paguda samasta-tiligada Jivita-varggakkaviagi
sarvvanamasya samasta-kirukula-dévi-devana Kianike sahita
Sri-padadalli dhara-piirvvakam madida vritti, etc., etc.®”

In 1911-12, Rao Bahadur Mr. R. Narasirmhacharya discovered at
Talakad an inscription on the base of the temple of Kirtinarayana,
one of the five Narayana images set up by Mudaliyandan at the
instance of Vishnuvardhana, which reads thus :—

Séw amai g s m Quriser Qseur G,@mm@)md euLheU S eI S &
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Isr (&%) g pror o Quwrler Biepedsssd soopsar@Qara@r® wof Si
58 prorwesr Quasorler el gepeo Lierestl . L .

The installation of Kirtiniriyana image took place nearly three
months earlier than that of Vijayanarayana at Bélar.

The above records give us the dates of Mudaliyandan’s visit to
Belur and Talakid. Even then Ramanuja continued to live at
Melukote and had not returned to Sr1rangam.

About this time, news was brought to Ramanuja by Mironrilla-
Marutl—Slrlyandan (one of his disciples) of the death of the
persecuting Cola king at Gangaikonda-Colapuram. The only
Cola king who is known to have died about 1039 Saka (A.D. 1117)
is Rajaksésarivarman Kulotturiga I. Hence, Kulsttunga I has to be

() Sgsayspramiter Guori QFwd®sswafl
LghsF B reer e (90 G -enl_Liehranf] BT rewrn S
BIGFFQeveiT L)) ST GT §-GILOUIT (@ EOLOLDLE G5 Ul & 6w Lo
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Riménujé.rya-Di\r)'a Caritam, page 218
o~ e L . N 3
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GFAMNAORAGIATIR  TEAHT 1
(*) Ep. Carn., Hassan-Belur,:No. 71, page 137,



: 1dent1ﬁed with. the persécutor of ‘Ramanuja ;. he was known -to
Sri Vaisnavas as Krmikantha Chola, Karikala, etc. That this
identification is conclusive is borne out by the fact that
Ramanuja had heard in 1009 Saka (A.D. 1087) that “ Senm Kulot- .
tunga ” (Ramanujarya Divya Caritam, page 236) ® had destroyed
the Visnu temple at Cltrakutam (Chldambaram) That Kulottuiga
was otherwise known by the name of Karikala is testified by"
the Kalmgattupparam ‘The stanza which calls him by that name
runs thus :— _ » S _ '

gyjug m,g',gaua'n' LD L& WS &

tjaenws TG T SIh LIGL. & g1
. ertug QuarsL Oersr y srés
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In some of his inscriptions, Vlsnuvardhana refers to his Cola
adversary by the name of Rajéndraché6la.® This, we have
already noted, was the earlier name of Kulsttunga I. |

In the Kolattar plates published in Ep. Carn., Mysore, Vol. I,
No. 94, Tirumukudlu-Narasipur Taluk, Rajéndra Cola (Xulot-
tunga’s original name) is called also Karikala.

Those scholars who have written before me on Ramainuja
uniformly failed to identify the Cola persecutor of the Vaisnava
teacher. I trust the reasons mentioned by me make the identifica-
tion fairly conclusive. . :

There now arises a dlfﬁculty, though only an apparent one, if
we shonld apcept the foregoing conclusion. It is this. Epigraphy
has never given us any cause to suppose that Kulottunga I had
- any fanatic Saiva tendencies or that he ever made himself a
persecuting or an unpopular monarch. On the other hand he is
characterised as a very tolerant man making grants to Saiva,
Vaisnava and Jaina temples alike, trying always to win the good-
will of the people by encouraging arts and literature, endowing
many villages with well-built temples, to many of which he lent
his name; in fact he was the type of a good monarch. How then
could such a person be accused of having been the persecutor of
Ramanuja? Such a persecution would have been a serious

O uQurp oL &FFaguisrs
QSsreTiSTL VUTaps RS © 56T
prevQ&erefl @Qovr & gimrsesr
s SrHm L d QFBSET DT
sen %o 20 Qui o) BiTeT Sres.

(2) No. 58, Beliir, No. 147, Belir.
Ele kavériya viri kiide polas adattendu pévaisutam
Kelado] kiipa-jalasiy appinegam 4-Rijéndrachélam bhuja
Baladim Vishnu tadiyaséné€ya pepangal tan-nadi-piiradol
Kalasal Vikrama-ké&liyam meradan atyugra.prati-pddayam.

ZEp, Carn., Hassan District..
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‘political ‘bhiunder, seemg especially that ‘he was only an usurper
of the Cola throne: it would have stifred to a rebellion the
miiltitudinous followers of Ramanuja Thisis certainly a We1ghty
question and I shall now try to give an explanation.

In the traditional account it is stated that the king summoned
Riamanuja to his court to discuss religious matters. -Apprehending
danger to his master from the Cola king, Karattalvan, the
foremost' and most loyal follower of Ramanuja, put on the
Sanyiasin’s garb and impersonated his teacher in the king’s
presence. Of course the king mistook him for the real Vaisnava
reformer. On being questioned . if he had' any objections to
subscribe to the faith that “ There was none superior_to Siva,” he
replied impertinently that Drona was bigger than Siva, playing
upon the words Siva and Drona* —two measures, of which the Dréna
was the bigger. This reply was quite unsuited”to the time and
place and the joke which might have elsewhere elicited a mere
laugh stirred up the wrath of the king, who ordered that the
eyes of the impertinent man should ke put out forthwith.  The
order was of course readily executed. Ever since this incident,
the Cola king hated Ramaianuja worse than ever, being apparently
still under the mistaken belief that the 1mpert1nent disciple was
theé real Ramanuja.

That the king hated only Raminuja and not SrI-Valshs_xavalsm
in general, is amply proved by the statements in the Guruparam-
para, that many of its votaries were living in the capital of the .
Cola king unmolested. In many inscriptions found in Vaisnava
" temples such as the one at Mannargudi (whigh by the way is there :
known as Kulottunga-Cola-Vinnagaram), Srirangam, Tiruvéndi-
puram, €tc., he figures prominently as a donor to these temples.
Hence we may be sure that thie hatred of the king was personal
and not sectarian.

That this king destroyed the Visnu temple at Chldambaram
is. not a matter for surprise. Most probably, like the modern
Nattukkottai Chetties, he desired to have the Saiva and Vaisnpava
temples located in separate compounds. And this act would
not prove him to have been actuated by any hatred towards
Vaisnavaism.

But that the king was a Salva by faith is abundantly proved
by various facts. Prominent among them is that one of his
surnames was ‘‘Tirunirruc-colan.” He covered the shrine at
Chidambaram called the ¢ Peérambalam ” with gold. He induced
Sekkilar to write the ‘ Periyapuranam ” and made, under the name
of Anapiya-Cola, extensive grants to the images of Tirujfiana-
sambandha, Vagiéa and Sundaramiirti in the Tiruvarar temple.

* famea’ AT, DAk ad: ai.
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. -Ihave digressed rather far in the matter.of the identification
of Krlmlkantha-Chéla with Kulsttunga I and let me now resume
"the history of Ramianuja. Hearing of the death of Kulottunga I
at Gangaikondacolapuram, Ramanuja prepared to start for
rirangam. Before doing so, he placed the affairs of the temple at”
' Tirunarayanapuram on a firm basis, and visited the temple at
. Tirupati-where he permanently decided, in favour of the Vaisnavas,
‘the dispute between the Saivas and the Vaisnavas concerning
) ,the Salva or Vaisnava nature of the local deity. He returned to
Srirafigam eleven years before his death, according to a stanza of
the Ramanu]arya Dwya Carztam, which runs thus:— : ,
¢gzgu_l,tzs;s Fariig mduﬂj;sm,smug Qsreru g Gﬁ@@ﬁ‘mgm :
Qlir g 118 Egow) o Goor g mimiGir L{sw,‘sfrm eri & QuapbL St
Qarfs Qo aorewllehT UG LITHL- GOl DI EIE BEQIw) 5
L,:rg,sm%wr,s FUEOSUITLDeET LT SID L s @&6om 585 5rer.

Ramanujarya-Divya Caritam, page 227.

Then the same work goes on tosay that, just after his return to
Srirangam, Ramanuja finished the remaining third of his Bhasyam.
“This must evidently have been after 1039 Saka (1117 A.D.) and
before 1059 Saka (A:D. 1137). Hence the conclusion we . have
stated above regarding the completion of the Work in 1047 Saka
seems to be correct.

The closing period of Raminuja’s life was one of otium cum
dignitate. All his troubles were at an end. The new Cola king
was his patron (so the Vaisnava accounts say and the inscriptions
warrant us in believing the statement). Thus Ramanuja enjoyed
his well-earned repose for nearly 10 years before he died in 1059
Saka (A.D. 1137). He had nominated Paras$ara-bhatta, son of
Kuarattalvan as his successor, long before he died.

The chief event in the life of Bhattar is the conversion of a
famous Védantin named Midhava, a native of some place in
Mysore, who took holy orders under the name of Naifjiyar. He
quickly mastered the Dravida Vé&das (the Nalayira-prabandham) and:
wrote a commentary on the Tiruvaymoli. There is a belief among
the Srivaisnavas that Bhattar died very early Relying on this,
Ann3z-appangar in his “ Palanadai-Vilakkam” says that he died in
his 28th year (pages4,5). Bhattar, we know, was born before the
Cola persecution which took place in A.D. 1078 and Ramanuja died
in A.D. 1137. Bhattar succeeded Ramanuja and continued to live
some time. It might be that he lived for 28 years after Ramanuja,
which the orthodox people assume to be the whole age of Bhattar.
Even assuming that Bhaftar was born in the very year in which his
father lost his eyes, Bhattar was at least 60 years old when he
died, If he lived for another 28 years after Ramanuja, he must have
been more than 88 years at the.time of his' death. His death may
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have taken place in’A.D. II65 Naijiyatrsucceeded him in the pon-
tifical seat. He was succeeded in his turn by Nambir Varadarajar,
unider the name of Nambillai; subsequently he recelved the title of
“ Lﬁkacarya”. ’

About 1175 S, (A D 1253), ie., about the time of Namblllal,
memorable event took place in the hlstory of the Srlrangam temple
]atavarman Sundara Piandya, who was then rising in power in the
Pandya kingdom and was making extensive conquests in the North

(Cuttack, etc.), covered the central shrine of Srlrangam with gold,
and madea large number of other substantial gifts. He would also

/

appear to have presented the temple several times with large quan- .
tities of gold accordmg to the royal custom ofa kmg presentmg his

own weight in gold.*

Lokacarya was succeded by Pillailokacharya, who was a con-
temporary of the illustrious “Vedanta-Deika and Srutaprakasika-
carya. The most important event of this period was the invasion
of the south by the Muhammadans. The story of their destructive
march is recorded in a very pathetic way in the Sr1valsnava
chronicles. The peaceful Brahmanas of Srirangam hadtaken out
their God Ranganatha in a procession_.and had sethim up ina
Mandapa near the Coléroon, where Pillailokachiarya lectured on the
, Visishtadvaita philosophy. The shades of evening had already

begun to fall when they heard that the Mussulman cavalry was .

advancing. Several of the assembled people began ‘to flee panic
stricken, for their dearlives. Old Srutapraka$ikacarya entrusted his
“ Srutaprakasika’ and his two little sons to the charge of Vedanta-
Desika, enjoining upon him to save them from the expected general
destruction. The old and the infirm, the devout and the brave were
the only ones to stop where they were. The ruthless horde came on
and entered the assembly and cut off all ofthem. Then the Mussal-
mans proceeded to the town, which offered some resistance before
yielding to the barbarians. No sooner had the town yielded than

the invaders most mercilessly hacked 12,000 men, women and -

children to pieces and occupied Srlrangam The poor Srivaisnavas
that escaped this general slaughter, settled down-in. the adjacent
villages'and remained watchingthe havocs of these modern Vandals.

Happlly for the Srivaisnavas and for Snrangam, the Vijaya-:

nagara Kingdom had just then begun to acquire military power. A
governor was appointed at Seiiji (Gingi) by Kampanna Udaiyar t
this officer was called Gopanarya. He was a Brahman of Srlva1s—
nava persuasion. To him the miserable remnants of the. Sr1va1s-
navas appealed for help, to which he readily responded. The
Mussulmans were then completely drlven out from the South by
Kampanna and Gopanarya

* Ep. Ind., Volume ITI, page 7.
+ See my Introduction to the Madkura-Vijayam.
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] The poor image of ‘Ranganatha of Srirafigam: -had meanwhlle
L very. strange v1cxss1tudes Tt was. carried first to Tirupati where it
remamed for some years’ and from there removedto Smgavaram
(near Senjl) by Gopanarya, ‘where it remained for nearly. three
years‘ Eventually after the expulsion of:the: Mussalmans from
Srlrangam it was remstalled in- the" year 1293 S. (A.D. 1371)
by GOpanarya. For this memorable serv1ce ‘Vedanta Deaéika
immortalised him by singing two fine Slﬁkas in his praise, which
are engraved on the East wall ofthe first prakara of the Ranganatha
temple T

"In thls eventful year (1293 S.) was born the great Tengalai leader
; Manavalamamumgal To the current of opinion which was already
steadily ﬂowmg, saturated with the teachings of Vedantah-D&s$ika,
he gave a new turn. It was also in his day that the seeds of
dissension ‘between the two rival sects of Vaisndavism were sown.
Mar_lavalamanuglg.al lived to the age of 73 years. A MahivaliVana-
darayan.is claimed to have been one of his contemporaries. That
-there was a family of Mavalivinadariyars in the Madura District in
the 15th century Saka, is undisputed I and we do not hear about this
famlly of chiefs before thl,s period in the southern districts. -

At the beginning of the- Tecture, I stated that caste distinction, in
the matter of accepting one as a guru, was done away with by
Ramanuja. There are several instances in the history of the Sri-
vaisnavas where men of castes other than the Brahmana were

* Doddachirya in his. PVédanta-Désika Vaibkavaprakasika records this event
thus :—

e 9 Y ACYOEET IFTHT SIREary @asT |
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Vcdanta—Deslka v a.xbha.vapra.kaélka.
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Koiylolougee s Vaiéhavapraéaszéa pages 121 & Yatindrapravanin, pages 26.

- The ManlpraVala commentary of the * Veibkavaprakasikd® asserts that Védanta.
Désika was born in 1911 S (A.D. '1269) and lived to write the praises of Gdpanarya,
who reinstated the Ranganatha image af Srirangam in 1293 S. ., i.e., A.D. 1371. This
would assign to him an age of over 10z years. - The same authority also asserts that he
died in'$. 1293. ~These statements require more minute examination. As regards the
date of Gopanarya’s inscription' there is absolutely no doubt. It has been editéd in
quite a masterly way by Dr. Hultzsch in Zp. /z2., Volume VI, pages 322-330.

I Epigraphist’s An. Rep. for 1902. ‘Nos. 585 and 587 of 190z are dated 1452 and
1454 Saka respectively in the reign of Sundarattdludaiya  Mavalivingdarayar. These
were found in the Siva temple at Kilaiyirkayil in the Slvaga.nga. Zamindari. Three other
inscriptions belonging to Tiruppullani are dated in 1440, 1455and 1456 Saka respectively.
An. Rep., 1904. )

See Vol. I, 77av. Au']z. Series.
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acknowledged by those latter as their gurus.” . Ramanuja h1mse1f
treated Tirukkacacinambi, a:sudra disciple of . Alavandﬁr, as his
teacher. -Ramianuja used to go to bathe in the Kavert supporting
himself on the arms of a. Brahman disciple of h1s, but on his return
from the river he.invariably took.for his support Pillai Urangavalh-

desar, a sudra. Maraneri Nambi, one of the dxsc1ples of Alavandar :

is said to have belonged to the Paficama caste ;-so Was Vﬂan]olal
Pillai, a disciple of Pillai Lokacharya.

In his largeness of heart for his suffermg humanlty, Rarnanuja
was second only to Buddha. When his guru Tlrukkottlyur Nambi
enjoined upon-him to keep secret cettain rakasyarthas taught. by
him, he broke the commands of his guru in this  respect and taught
the secret doctrines freely to all; and’ when questioned by his master,
he stated that by breaking hxs promise to his acarya’ he rnlght
go to hell, but that all the souls that learnt the rakasya would

attain heaven. In consideration of the redemptlon of so many

souls, he was prepared to sacrifice his single soul. '

It is believed by some people that Ramanuja admitted ‘among
the Brahmanas a large number of people of other castes. He never
did any such thing. It is calumnious to attribute’ such an absurd
act to this great ackarya and such beliéf* argues ignorance on the
part of the believers even of the rudlmnnts of Sr1va15nava1sm. )



- Death of Periyanambi_. = .... . .. Saka 1001 (—A D. 1079)’

Desecration of the Govmdaraja
. temple by Kulottunga ... © ... Saka. 1009( A.D. 1087)
. Setting up of the 5. Narayanas . ... Saka 1039 (=A.D. 1117).
Death of the persecuting Chola . ... - Saka 1039 (-A D. 1117).
Return to Srirangam and finishing
_ of.the Sribhasyam s .. Saka 1048 (=_A.Dv. 11_26)_.

Death of Rimapuja ... Saka 1059 (=A.D. 1137).
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The Divyasiiricaritram states that, Nathamuni seeing Nammal-
var being in a deep trance (#w78), did not want to disturb him.
He asked Madhurakavi to instruct him how to awake Nammailvar.
He tells him to repeat a certain verse several times. Pleased with
him Nammalvar gave him Ais own works only. :

Nathamuni is said to have died in Gangaikondasolapuram.

Alavandar his grandson was not yet born When Nathamunigal
died.
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26. Death of Ramanuja: %ﬁf qg: S. 1050.

Bhattar’s contemporary is said to be Tr1bhuvanav1radevaraya
(Kul@ttunga I ?). o
27. Bhattar 8@ s -FSrih soasr@uley oy mur &b, ‘
28. Death of Nanjiyar (8@ s F$7kb) ungelde & &s .

III. mmawar:.brr@mﬂasm@wﬁé@&ubg 2 LCsFrs porde.

The dates of the alvars and Rimanuja are same as in  WerLin@uw
Quasorer gfwii. .
He does not give the dates of others.

IV. syferZor @asairiioer bs et eyl s Sssrob,
- The dates of the dlvars are the same as in da7 - wpBw Qugsorer
Bwni ST LT
BT sapeflser : garsalwen g8 ewasdssrar amrfQu,
e vwiEQsrerriri ;. Dg@mrtle  &srig S pney @,mes&‘eu,ﬁs@,gn-sﬁ'r
wnb&@w
Lnﬁmasasn'@)r@mt_ﬂ Lo Bins b seoflsy of or & av,gsg,@ # grer eur G uw.
QoTubsri : SLSQERIT_gHEsT B Esrar arSQu.
Quiuphl : phes e Gl sofl euwl s sreremyd@u.
Sméssfpnd : wrd Agps@sae absssrear arfGu.
QuasLby gri @pedilavsit :  Ramanuja 8 g Gev rul evr Bew o BT eir fm
gaas @ srer eurpGu.
Brgsrparear: arrmimstlosss Sagesasrear arfQuw,
apswrar_rear: R Gorte Yeriysn SpiésesCsrar enr
QGu.
& Spaurnssspses 1 ungaitonssprer ur@E s srear arfQu.,
GTLhLITT ¢ &I & By Ljer flFth e bs 8 s srer arflGu.
Ll : ewewrPuepl -G B b @9 s srer eur G,
Bep@wir : L@ eoud ey & G prer LT 8 Egmrer arfQu
| malerder 1 i g Gens srig Beos w8 & s sllsar B eurfQu.
aLdg SosGudearter: gefsalls @Gsr@prar wyeishssrar
arQur,
Rarder QevrsmFarduiri : ggia@ul o ,/_rﬂ@*G’@erm,s susfg sirer
aum tACGw. :
aa.f@@ﬁvrr,.sgua ,g;/remrr @m@g@ﬂ'aﬂr,@mﬂ'ﬂﬁv aﬂfm@,@,s,srrm eyir
BCw, . .
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Q@mmume/rgTr_}ddr%r -t owawsrs FTs s e, migf@g‘grﬁé‘r aur

ACuw.

"8G,
V. Ser2er Qevrsmii - gfwir @@ 5 WE BB rlirevenr Cirlireuth.
Birth: of Manavalamamunigal : seflysw dpsa preordsrss b
BIHL GpUER ST QuFhap S BpoE Yerl] e Ssrre aEaph UL wor
88 FEBoulssHe Fgrsl SuirpES peown B g.ar  Gaepe
BLES ST S EGw geshssTi. ‘
Re-setting of the image of Ranganatha in the temple at Sri-
rangam by Gopanarya :—
wan-sIAwwrer (a mistake for %TFQIEPI) Farlish HuIrs B mrm
‘ G)é‘av,m (a corresponding mistake for 12925) i gsw07 5 ufgmsl mrwn
. oW e genib GRS S piFLh u@@mbgng@g;@uﬂw e aeeees e
Death of Tlrumalalyalvar ( Sridaileéa, the guru of Manavalama—
munlgal) CREUFINE . LIanwerT Py eipL_LA),
(oewraurer inrapeaf] lived for 73 years.
“ wr@wreoudss sers@uor wenflwerL ugs @ sutSer Ter V.
FET AN A gegARa U goata .
s Iy ~ ~ A\ D
TR AIOHNN FAARATCTHIEAL ¢
o < o ~ o~
qruFAIfEomUE; aaeEiaiascatei:
A ) . o ~ ;
HAFUSAFIS IR CRFAITTAl A ]
V1. Oerer Qevrsepr sSwi o@mellsEQeits mror gymriy Seéwusdlens.

wremreurer wrapeiser: ULIBW p Amepes sesilssrer QT

Birth of Ramanuja: sausbdpbs srortrs0srapmp o’ LS
Qe ®  omaps ainieary, dhseoremapy 888 mriorsFb &l s b
weprd Gmersn, Samarfenril@e Fuipendi Sss S, STEEL& w5

S8 youghlssri.
Birth of Govinda: @ye/e@sanb e s0revh LBiaeT & 58 Taumerih e

Y&s Glev.
Birth of Mudahyandan —

wifaaegdl Sa daeER ShaE

33 A REAGAIIEATEATET TEH |

USAMTHERA IgIaty  argaaRaniul:

w3 IR A alkdl WEE Ags: o
Birth of Kﬁrftttélr\:an:—: - . - '

Fegsg HlAYEAd d4RUT g9 9 YPIa¥

F§ WgAdEaEER 9 T y/EA |

997 FRASAILAT qayad T O

SNARATZETRTRGE] GSHIUATT: i
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Udayavar is said to have lived for sixty years ‘before-he was
persecuted by the Cola king (?). :
Discovering the image of Tirunarayanapperumal.
sarlgih QroarrsrsQer@gusler Jarep—(s% sr—must  be
read thus)—Qurrr=#w® Q&erp eissworpd LUgmoSr bl evlbes eVsd
D SLOTEHLD FEeviITny &L &S5 Eud aS)u..n'bg.s@'ggmmrq/m Fo9-GOT L{GOT TLILpF &
SCQa.
Ramaianuja is stated to-have lived in Mglukoste for twelve years.
Death of Periyanambi :—

EICRERES LA farr vrﬁsmg IJTU |

|4 rﬁqarmmagaimﬂ 1SHIFeaqr il

Mudaliyandan is sent to Velar (Belar, the Capital of the
Hysalers) to set up five Narayana images in five different places.
L EE Feriswriloensibug Qsrarug B8 Hermib
Quir s u,@@@mrsmq_m@m LS N BT 6T QUGT T 55 ngw&g@r/r
Caups Qareser asflevr GIJGDTL_J@L_@)JLDITIEI&; B0 il G
o g o Canr & ST weT LimSih st B gm@en p bS50 srer.

Senni Kulottuniga throws in the sea the image of Vishnu from
the temple at &soord in: S. 1000. _

The Sribhasya is said to have been finished in S. 1077 (a ‘mis-
take, as I take it, for S. 1047).

Six months after the death of 53—-’1'5,5/7"1796)1/7'667, go,saS)wfrsé?m_rreir
also dies. .

VII. The dates according tothe @uiflw ,@@@Lg_lu@rm, are already
given and so I don’t repeat them here.

VIII. o@urourr dorurend of Trt1ya Brahma Tantra Svatan-

tarasvami.

QuUIrEPSWTRTT @ SUTUTLSE Hew 862901 wsrer S sris E,ﬁ
QBapd guns Y Féerapd, Qsserigdipew, 5aGauiremr BU.ES
&,

Bhatattalvar—next day. el plsgmb.

Quuirheuri—next day, Fwsu BLFSTD.

(@@mégﬂwawﬁm-—same year. o»SLr&ELD Q@‘é;b«mrr Srgeww Lrm
QT mésm,mp&,s,@ﬂjsﬁéu ’

BLBLOIT LA T+ ~=efl 43rd day. DrwrR eimapcd, m@_,g,,-@dn Ouiers
cortd @aerefEBpemio dalgar QTS BL& S rib,

g read—garurisn, 863879th year, FFUr@pY £35S
FEQow & St 558 Qaverafid@ipenio Gig ar FEGews B &Frib., :

ew@ssri—ael 28th year, urrrusua/@a;bm wres” FEo garsH
Qeverefl & penLd Fa§-cor L BT L& & TLb.

@un‘hu:rg/ga/ﬂ'tr——-.s@ﬂ 47-v g empapd, GBrrsar, %aﬂugﬂ FED Tar
S LT gier 18 Fg6T FTG BUFSLLD.

g Lrer—sal 98th year poTa@epd, HYLors FE & gig ;5@
QR cauTlISR e B lhad ST BIFSIb, -

7
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G,ﬁ;ﬂ'mrLg‘L?.u@un’L?.—-a;aﬂ 289th year dhrueu@ m/rzra;ééh.&" Q@@%m P
érgn-,gg,—@ G)ofsusmru_ns@wamm Gty ar QS BL& Srib, .. .
Q@UU”’@&Q&V’H’—E@S)U—{&(&[@W .343rd year gerrw,@@l) -smrg,@sm&ﬁ" :
Q@@;;mr el Bavwl. ysarlipes sg.er. Qro@ent! Bl Srb.
. B oEEaswTi—&ef 398~6ug@) 'L‘EWQJ@Q}LB asn-rr,-s,@mesuﬁ” Quieri
avorid) @S}u_lrrbgus@bgﬁmm Sl GT TS ST BL.ESTLD. .
v ﬁig@ﬁam-—-&@ﬂu{&,&;,@m) @6‘/Tu6(l§g”—b %Eaﬂus”‘ @/gg]@,&m
: %W@J,E,EIT/T—-%LQ_USW o. & Grmrib, ) ‘

" Firini gief——5a5 4119 &/ 57 T Lﬂﬂsw@) @gﬁﬁmmﬁ"’ (@@Gﬂﬂ'{@@ﬂ' ‘

BLES GBI S e Yeugmab., )
G?s/raﬂ,sauL_L.fr——s@lrfr,am@) 603,51.19" Quinriawrd L] t51T Gueng ARy
b,

Tlrunarayanapperumal 1rnage discovered: soariaph 1021 gier
UG ST 5w easapd LBGeIS” sFée Fgissd @@swrﬂ-/maa.@.m Ljeor i @uew—n
BLEF STLh,

Ramanuja lived for 120 years.-

. Birthof Causris CsRsi—sal 4370-4& Cody F&mw &I@@;;m r_l_/rL_r./T@
Lor Fib FEe 5L L sarBipanio G ig.cor BaQ@arear pL &S rib. :

Deélka said to be the contemporary of Vidyaranya, Akshobhya
Tlrtha, a’ younger contemporary of &4udarfana bhattar, Krsna-:
miéra. (author -of . Prabadhacandrodayam\ Du_u_ilma-kaw, Pillailo-
¥acharya, and Sarvajiia-Singa Nayaka. -

* - Birth of Nayinaracarya, son of Desika : per W@ﬂ%m %@'mﬁﬂ
(E_lrrresmf’ BL&F & mib. :

“-Invasion of the South by the Musalmans

Reinstating the image of Ranganitha in Srirangam.

-Setting up anew the image of Vispu in the temple at Cldam-
baram (the original being thrown long ago by Kulottunda in the
sea) by the help of Goppanarya

- Deéika lived for 100 years and died in ngﬁw@) srid Sene ST,

Nayinaracarya was the contemporary of Loeresraromepsefi.

- Death of Nayinaracarya: sw@sV wsgef & 8 maper el

_ IX. GerlQaryps.
@m@ga_rrz_'JOu@mfr@’r, SIS LD @Lbugz agreps 535G C0we, Gsg
QETLp LITEHRTIGILI LDCRT -V EE @EEES LOrgemtie, eee ¢
sowsh  445-@RUEGQ@Ld  Yyhaird - SISO EESWT AT ,@crm _
,@@Qj_ﬂ'ﬂﬂs,ﬁ ,@@uu,@uﬁ@m B Sweursid L165r eol QI STGT G e s o ve v
seowi s1b 105-8&QLod, Lfaloelly s sriflGe Syp@uinewr urer &r IEs
LDGDT@FITG 67@,5,5@6‘”9, @Lg.s@sfr@,ss,&' ,,‘E/Té‘@luﬂ'@‘d)[,&‘ ,@@mmfrm e iF

B .
Blrth of N athamumgal——Kah 3924. .
Invasion of the Musalmans as far as ConJeeveram FEIUSD

.58 F L0 ﬁntmu,és@,gn'mugs@@m@ g-sw agapd. (This must

be read as %ﬁuﬂrﬁg@@ﬂfmy BTHUEQ ST I HESEL®) e n.e ;

-Reinstating the image of Ranganatha in -Srirangam by Goppa-

narya: &Ferusth 12986 QFdarderp ufsrS@sY aasrfs” 11a..



Boundary between. Sr’rangam and: }am%u}eévaram marked in -
$. 1297, mor, uBEeAsT. i .-

: Uttamanambi gets for Ranganatha a number ef v1llages from

Harihara (II) from S. 1304; Rudhirodgari to Iévara (15 years.)

sNg-BHIES aarasﬁa(b 1840) 93T f%%rmvr aamrﬁarﬁ [

YW gt et AdE 93 q99 e |

aoZe A2l o Fsnpibd obtained several'villages to Ranga-
natha and titles to himself and his brother in S. 1343, wevar. He
was contemporary of Ga]avettal—Pratapa Dévaraya (II ?).

wewreurer Lor@pesil’s’ assumption of the Sanyasasrama: S. 1347,
it & G e@pV.

(Other dates are more useful for pohtlcal rather than rehgxous
history.

‘X m,ﬂ&,ﬁ,@ @@l_urmueum‘

The years of the Yugas for a]vars, same as in the &I DT
of Trtiya Brahmatantra Svatantra Svami.

Birth of srsepef (8@ semp k) : Kali 3684, Sobhakrt, eef, g @
BT SLh.

Birth of siwe@aresr ri : Kali 3927, Parabhava, 95 8mrd",
Krttika naksatram. _

Birth of Manakkalnambl Kali 3932, Virodhikrt, Maisi,
Makham.

Birth of Alavandar: Kall 4017, Dhatag, Adl, Uttiradam. .

Birth of Periyanambi : Kali 4038, Hemalambi, Margali, Ké&ttai.

Birth of Ramanuja : Kali 4118; Pingala, Cittirai, Tiruvadirai.

Birth of Govindabhatta : Kali 4126, Krodhana, Tai, Punarvasu.

Birth of Bhattar : Kali 4163, Subhakrt Vaigasi, Anuradha.

Birth of Kidambi Accan: Kali 4158. Hemalambi, Cittirai,
Hasta.

Birth of Kidambi Ramanuja-p plllan Kali 4209, Sarvadhari,
Aippaéi, Paradam.

Birth of Kldimbl Rangaraya Kah 4264, Svabhanu Pangum,
Rohini.

Birth of Namblllal Kali 4030 Prabhava, Karttigai, Krttika.

Birth of g5 @@wa & Jerer : Kali 4328, Sarvajit, Ani, Svati.

Birth of @@éc@mmes drrar Sererme: Kah 4169, Plavanga,
Aippaéi, Paradam.

Birth of Engalalvan : Kali 4208, Vyaya, Am Svati. .

Birth of .Nadadur-ammal‘ Kall 4267, Parthlva, C1tt1ra1, Clt'

tirai.

Birth of Védantade51ka ‘Kali, 4370 Vlbhava Purattdél, Tiru-
vénam.

Birth of Namarﬁcarya Kalil. .0, Svabhanu, ‘Purattasi, Ket-
tai. . ,' .. ,,‘;." 45‘4." s RN

8
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, X1 PRAPANNAMRITAM
Birth of Ramanuja — :
Roibni agﬁar el Gr% qsmﬁ
%ﬁ | a’r@m Ty} TEFEY (1
- ANYR FFE asx gy FFIAT |
(’qﬂls’:’lﬁﬁiﬂ) |
Dlscovermg the i 1mage of Tlrunarayanapperumal
THER avaRE W AEEAEEH |
qase a'gférrrzn@ gwmra AT &I i
qa age;w gqmawim |
emarama mraﬁasr amamr art. 1}
Death of Ramanu]a —
URTGST W a%toﬁ: Wq 934 |
qEYEIIT § AAE AGAEC |
|
ga] FIEIHELT;-‘;‘?JHF{H as srgsm
Birth of the Mudalalvars —_
ZTN AESHT Tedy 9 YWY | Poygai.
gacaeeadiay a1 A979g A N '
RN qa: iR |
gemE B geTal FETE@Y )
FEEAEN Y9 ey Hgor . . 0
wa1gal Ham aqﬁ‘“aiacngm |  Bhatam
ARY aRAEgEa[Y . . . .l
aewgﬁ (Peyalvar).

Tirumali$ai:—

R S ﬁﬁasrﬁ m%m [
RELEICE s;'sqma gl Fo9HE b
S WHAR] A91ai JeaER | o
FAPIFA] ANGET I AHITA AL N
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Kuladekhara :— S : -

T W A A s '|'“

a”mvaagaﬂ qEeal qeEIER b

FRIUIFT  doTa qgr:n W’J@R’
Periyalvar:— :

g Fgaay g sfoad] sdwarad | '

NS SRR GoH AgAER 1

wﬁraﬁ C . ﬁsgﬁﬁfaa‘taﬁ I
Andal :—

IS Q;EWH 9 wgedi mqarar |

qEATE | qATRIIT @&‘Sléb‘ﬂ o BT N
Tondaradippodi :— B

ﬂacaglamaa‘mg m?‘r T -

g9qles TGAMN afa‘n‘cﬂargn SC AT
Tu'uppanﬁlvar —

gﬂﬁ‘Wﬁ(QTﬁﬂtHﬂﬂfﬂT 9 |

ZUGSS FIGHET qH THESTS 0

dfgoai @egaR g o r:rgamr I
Tn'umangau —

FA g TAEIAE AEEAGET - .

aara} SIE AT II%I.G:IT: @ﬁttﬁ@ﬁ oo

- Nammalvar :—

adl agy SWEsy TGt amesq:r(q T

THAR I &7 srqﬁma:mat i

FaEEi = %a;rr‘d@ﬂ $m AT
Madhurakavi :— s

Zra argaseag qgag 9 9¥T |

gaateadiay @FzEAwEs I 0

@wasy IFA YW ¥ A



Nithamuni :—
Bad ¥ ﬁﬂﬁé agf&zrmalga 1.
S G AISEET WMAFAES aq W
daeer SAgad wEmEh A gy
B A5&E ST GRT  LDIE GO S WITEo0T LT 65T P R
sfizumgeas sfamafeaawnt |
SIHE ST 8{5[0@1' AT 0o
Death of Nﬁthamum v ’
EEG lsriraﬁm a'aum T 9§ |
S0l amqmrﬁ a@f‘mg;qiratr 0
qigsy AEAN @ IFIS g difwz 1
THRAAAN AT WA _H N
Birth of Kurugalkavalappan (dlsc1p1e of Nathamuni) :—
FEHRIA] qward fAwrErE agsR |
Birth of Uyyakkondar (another of his dlsc1ples)_:-7_ .
SaAE gTEl qERTAI ﬁrsr% |
Blrth of Manakkalnambi :— :
RAREE ae . . 3 sgfaqa$ ]
wgdTal AAEE T 9F . QEaE o
Birth of Alavandar: ——'_
qiEss Fhe A hecie qmmr |
fay @aEFal sEEAETa:
qfrAEEE: SR ROARGAT LUSE
o renr bl =—
Jagas ESWATS AR %%E 1
evamp oaer Qs AEH = [IriDr GBI +—
qrisaEasEgEl aTefEgat |
T A SAFgRUSIsSE v:’rar n
JqaE B AT FHE ). -
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- sﬁa&qmma EE TEIRR n
| STIQJIEEQTEIIHIZII&BTT-{GEIWWH |
. G’srr«aﬁ,@gm —_— o SN
“ rmarq AT atatrarmama T
AR T . ... 0T
& Qreis— - SR S A
qIEgAy  gAaedi QT wlEiEmAs
gefiAaal qaug argSasagirag - h -
EHENL sv§#=@§@9w”6§&l—fréf ((qu;ﬂﬁafﬁ ) ——
499 SATAAEgH a8 :naq:fag |
Death of Ramanuja i—
ArEEITHEl g quns qrE{atﬂi‘ v
PR AR atmq ma{q 0

Birth of Plllallokacharya — . N
AT HIH Hasnaférin&' |

*-'FT‘TIF{ ﬂlﬂ'gmf %TTEI_HI"H‘?{QTER !-l
22nd March 1918. ) - T. A GOPINATHA RAO
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.NOTES.

The Divyasiaricaritam and the- Guruparampara of Plnpalaglya- :
- perumal Jiyar are the earliest accounts of the Alvars and acaryas.
The latter quotes freely the former and is therefore:much later
than that work. The author of the Dlvyasurlcarltam stops with
the life of Ramanuja, at the end of Whlch ‘he states that’ Ramanu]a
was not yet dead ; con%equently we may take it that the author was
contemporary w1th Ramianuja. It must be noted that neither the
Divyastiricaritam nor the Guruparampara of .Pinpalagiyaperumal
Jiyar quote any Kali or Saka years for the Alvars and dcaryas,
except in the case of Namma]var. In the case of Namma_l,vir we
read in the Dlvyasurluantam o

TT‘EI m&:?r ?5]"? = Kali 43rd day which is repeated by. the

Guruparampara
- The Guruparampara gives Nala (the cyclic year) for Tiruman-

gaiyalvar. .
_ The Divyasuricaritam states that when Nathamuni went to
Alvar-Tirunagari for obtaining the works of the Alvars, Nammail-
var and Madhurakavi were alive, but the latter was in deep Sama-
dhi. By Madhurakavi’'s advice he repeated serenfl meor & mis
STy several thousand times which pleased Nammaé]var who woke
up from his trance and gave himself to Nathamuni his own works
only.
The Guraparampari, on the other hand, states that the person
met by Nathamuni at Tirunagari was Paranku$adasa, a disciple of
Madhurakavi and that Nammalvar gave him the Works of all the
alvars in a dream.

Dating facts in the Kali and Saka eras comes into vogue after
the time of Manavalamamunigal. Pillailokan Jiyar uses these
eras in his Ramanujirya divyacaritam and Yatnidrapravana par- .
bhavam.

The dating in the kali era is found in the Tritiya Brahmatantra-
svatantra Jiyar’s Guruparampara with a fullness which is disgusting
tome. He gives every astronomical details of the dates of the earlier
persons, the alvars, but is unable to give for those who were near
him in point of time. Here, the author has calculated backwards
these so-called dates.

This Guruparampara gives Saka I02I as the date of the finding .
out of the image of Tiruniriyana by Ramanuja at Melukote, which
appears more correct than Saka 1012 given by the Guruparampara
of Pinpalagiyaperumal Jiyar.

The dates of the koyilolugu may perhaps be depended upon, but
for the errors introduced by the scribes.

Sannidhi Guruparampara only repeats the version of the Trltlya
Brahmatantrasvatantra Jiyar’s Guruparampara and is a very
recent production. _
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‘T'he Prapannamritam is a literal translation in Sanskrit ‘of

Pinpalagiyaperumal Jiyar’s Guruparampara.

‘The Perzya—tzrumudzyadaz-vu is earher .than the Prapanna-
mrztam ’

The only authorltatlve works therefore ‘are the Divyastricari-
tam and the Guruparampara of Pinpalagiyaperumal Jiyar which
were written almost contemporaneously with events narrated

»‘m them v ; -
T. A. GOPINATHA RAO.
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Remmoés 6)/ z%e Céazwmm Dzwtm Baéadm' L. D Swamz—
" kawnu Pillai; M.A., B.L. (Madras) LL: B (Lana’)
L.5.0, Co!!en‘m' of Nellore '

GENTLEMEN ,

" We have hstened to a most 1nterest1ng series of lectures by
Mr. Gopinatha Rao on. the early Jhistory of Valsnavalsm in
Southern India, Itis not, for me to express the thanks of the pubhc .
for the most valuable Work that he has done in throwing the light
of historical criticism upon the more or less florid and highly
coloured accounts handed down to us regarding the lives of the
ALVARS AND ACARYAS. If I may subjoin any remarks of mme
on the present occaclo'l, it will be for the purpose of 11]ustra—

- ting a peculiar trait of these legends namely, their simultaneous

use and abuse of chronology. However late we may place the
date of composition of these legends or.of such of themas contain
chronological matter, they stand among the earliest historical com-

_positions to be found.in this country. Itis a notorious fact that the

literary. genlus of anc1ent Indla, which was phenomenally pregnant
with activity in all other . dlrectlons was up to within times com-
paratively recent, a_stranger to the conception of hisory properly
so called. The very exuberarice of the Indian imagination
appears to have revolted against the production of history of which
ancient Indians must have been aware from contemporary examples
in Greece, Italy, Egypt and China. Chronology again is
generally closely connected with pohtlcal history, and until India
began to have a continuous political history, that is until the
Moghul times, there was little inducement for any one to write the
history of political events. The ancient Hindu religion again was
notone dependent upon single founders or preachers whose name
and fame it was necessary to hand down to posterity and hence
the absence of such histories as centred réund the early propaga-
tion of Buddhism, Christianity and Muhammadanism.

When religious founders began to assert their individual
tenets in India, we have the first attempts at history and the
Vaisnavite legends are among these. Judging from the abundance
of chronological details to be found in these legends, I thought at
first that I would try my hand at them; and it seemed to me that
I succeeded in weaving something like a continuous chain of

biographies out of the dates of Alwars found in these books. The

chain seemed to work all right from about the beginning of the 8th
century A.D. till late into the 14th and I5th centuries and the
fact that week-days did not begin to be currently used in Southern
India till the beginning of the 8th century A.D. seemed to lend
colour to the chronological consistency of this chain. It is a
fact that where five chronological elements are to be found in an
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Indian date, namely, the VARA, THE TITHI, THE NAKSATRA,
THE: SOLAR MONTH AND.."THE DAY  OF SOLAR  MONTH,
as is the case with several of these Alvar dates, the exact A.D.
year and English equivalent dates can be found by computation.
If to these details are added the cyclic year PRABHAVA,
VIBHAVA, etc., computation becomes easy as well as fairly certain.
‘With these elements before me, I decided to discard the highly
llmagmatlve and improbable citations of the KALI YUGA ERA,
which in fact is never found cited in-Indian inscriptions of the 7th
and 8th centuries A.D. .The result, which is expounded in my
pamphlet called “Dates of Alvars”- seemed to agree generally
with the investigations of - historical critics and I thought that if

they differed by a few decades from my dates, the error was more-::
probably theirs than mine. That was the first time and as; 1 ex-

" plained in the pamphlet, my arrangement was purely calendrical
and not biographical. Mr. Gopinatha Rao to whose lectures I have
listened with very great interest has, 1 am afraid, upset the basis
of my structure. He has:'shown that a good many of these birth-
dates are improbable and unacceptable. Now, any date in Indian
. Chronology is rather difficult to secure but if it turns out to be bad,
there is no help for it; and the conseqilenées of the ¢condemnation
of a whole series of dates’ of this kind must make the chronologist
revise the hypothesis on which théy are based." An Indian date,
except in regard to the week-day element (which is planetary
without being astronomical), expresses certain easily verifiable
astronomical facts and the addition of a week-day makes these
" facts as useful for purposes of history as if a definite B.C. or A.D.
year, month and day had been quoted. A person writing within
the last 1,500 years. could have.extracted these facts, or most of
them from a Pancdanga current in his day—for Paficanigas have
been current in India for at least 1,500 years—but if the facts
related to a time beyond the reach of PANCANGAS current in
his day he would have had to calculate them retrospectively.
Such retrospective calculation has been done pérhaps half a dozen
times for determining the dates of events of first-class importance,
e.g.,’ the astronomical beginning of KALI YUGA, the date of
Buddha’s NIRVANA, ‘possibly the date of the birth of RAMA, the
date of SANKARA and perhaps two or three other dates. Ordi-
narily this process was beyond the competency of ordinary writers
and they therefore preferred in such cases to take all the details
from a current PANCANGA and to assume that these details
would have been true of a time in the remote past about which
they were writing. To discover the time of which the details
would be astronomically true would, in this latter case, be useful
only for the purpose of ascertaining when the details were
adopted but not what was the time to'-which the ‘details were meant
to be apphed .



‘If the details. found ‘in th&:legends of the Alvars are notifue’
of the actual times of the Alvars, it follows, -that they .were true
for the time when the histories of the Alvats began to be composed:
Mr, Gopinatha Rao has .shown -that these histories:were: thought .-
of only about  the time of- Ramanu]a My own 1mpres51on is that
with the p0551b1e exceptlon of Ramianuja himself .and of évents:
contemporary with his’ life, the details of' dates in regard to:the
earlier Alvirs- and Aciryas were imagined -some two centuries’:
later and in fact I have found between the years 1150 and 1250
most of the dates which in my pamphlet “ DATES. OF ALVARS,”
I had supposed to be dates recorded contemporaneously in the 8th
and 9th centuries A.D. - This is due to the cyclic recurrence .of com-
binations of a particular vara, tithi' and naksatra. = The result of
this change of front on my part must be that we are left altogether
without any help save that of the. historical critic in‘regard to the
times of the Alwars and early Acaryas, but that'is not a result which
however regrettable, need excite much surprise. Be it remembered
that the details which Itry to re-construct were not.details of great
events or of the death of great preachers, the time of occurrence of
which might be noted by’ contemporaries, but the- dates of birth:of
a number of poor or 1n31gn1ﬁCdnt persons (though one king and
one prime minister perhaps are included in.the list) about whose
exact date of birth there ‘would have been no information among:
their contemporaries, much less among people however devoted ‘to
them who lived two or three hundred years later. It is this ante-
cedent improbability of any attempt having been made to:exactly
determine. the dates of birth of a number of religious founders
who lived in succession to one another that constitutes the chief
difficulty in explaining these so-called records.. I was at one time
inclined to think that if the records were a fact, the means by which
they were preserved and committed to writing need not concern
us ; but I now think thata circumstance so unparalleled in history: .
deserves to be closely questioned.” Before the time when parish
registers and baptismal records. began to be carefully kept, (and
this observation applies only to Europe and that before the 1i2th
century A.D.)it.would be next to impossible to discover the date of
birth of an ordinary person (not being a crowned monarch) however -
great might have been his subsequent notoriety. This fact can be
easily verified from any biographical dictionary. In India the
want of baptismal records is, at the present day, and has been for
some centuries past, more than replaced by the practice of every-
body having his horoscope cast at his birth but the question is
when this practice began. There is.absolutely. nothing to lead us
to suppose that the Alwars had their horoscopes cast at their
birth, any more than that Rama had such a horoscope at the time
of ‘his birth, although Valmiki or' rather. his continwator has

recorded it.
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What becomes then of these ‘manifold records ‘of the exact»
5 mornent of birth of the Alvars and -Aciryas ? Subsequent
‘generatlons no doubt kept certain NAKSATRAS - as the
. NAKSATRAS of birth -of the dlfferent .Alvirs and Aciryas;
. and we must suppose that their: so-called biographers added to"
= these Naksatras, the missing “details of dates from -current
~ ~paficangas little caring whether’ these details wére capable or
. incapable of verification.  In fact we see that successive compilers
- of GURUPARAMPARAS have repeated details which I have
- shown in my pamphlet to be chronologically impossible, without
"any attempt to verify them. In other cases they have attempted
though imperfectly, to correct the details. I must admit that the
details brought together in my “ Dates of Alvars” are not
generally perfect. So far as I can recollect, the only case without
a flaw is that of Tirumangaialvar, but the details there given are
not sufficient to arrive at a certainty in the matter of date. The
details given in other cases up to the time of Ramanuja had
‘generally to be doctored by me in regard to one or two points in
“‘each case so as to. bring them into accord with what I then
supposed to be the epoch of the Alvars and Acaryas. Inthe light of
subsequent evidence and of the general verdict of history in regard
to the ascertainment of birth-dates of even great men of the times
with which we are concerned, I should now look with more than
‘suspicion upon all these birth-dates not excepting omne, until we
- arrive at the epoch when the castmg of horoscopes was fairly
common in Southern India.
~ As I observed before, dates of death or of great events are more
- reliable because there is greater probability of their having been
noted and recorded contemporaneously. This is the case with the
-dates which I have noted in my pamphlet under ‘Ramianuja and
Manavala Mahamunigal. If the dates of birth were merely
imagined even in regard to these great personages, it becomes
possible to account for the preternaturally long lives assigned to
some of them, e.g., to NADAMUNIGAL, to AIAVANDAR, to
RAMANUJA himself. ‘

I thought that in fairness to the very great pains which Mr. .
Gopinatha Rao has taken to throw light on this obscure subject,
I should remove any misapprehension which may have been
created by my first attempt to re-construct the dates of Alvars.
I have not hesitated to place before you the weak as well as the

-strong points of Indian chronology, because I do not think that it
answers the purposes of thé historian any more than it can answer
the purposes of enlightened religion to ignore such human weak-
nesses as lie on the surface of these legends of Alvars and
Acaryas.

[For further remarks on this subject see paper vii, appended to
Vol. I, Part I of Indian Ephemeris, A.D. 700 to A.D. 1799.] B
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