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PREFACE,

THE title of this fmall performance,

will fuffice to announce its con-

tents; the fole purpofe of publifhing it

= being, to remove the unjuft impreffion
‘and prejudice which falfe reprefentations

oCcT 1"

of fa@s and circumftances have left upon

the minds of many perfons interefted in
the event,
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MARRATTA WAR:

HE Marratta States in the Deccan, are the only
people of Hindoftan who were not effettually
fubdued, or who did not unanimoufly fubmit to the go-
vernment, and acknowlcdge allegiance as fiefs, to the
throne of Delhi. They are, confequent[y, the only nation
of nate now exilting under the dominion of the Hindoo
prmces. The provmces, or kingdoms of Hindeftan,
were originally’ governed by princes, who were diftin-
vithed according to eminence and family, under the
titles of Sox, or Ram-rajab, Ranab, and Rajab.* The bold
and brave efforts of refiftance and perfeverance of théfe
people, within natural fafteffes and inacceffible moun-
tains,swhich, in a manner preferved them from bearing
the Mogul yoke, may allo be afligned, with 2 degree of
jultice and propricty, as the true caafe of their mar-
rauding difpofition fince, a continued negle@ of induf-
try and agriculture, and an invincible love of arms.
While, at the fame time, they continue to preferve many
of thole elevated cultoms, and obferve with facred and
even fuperftitious fcruples, the laws of hofpicality in
the molt expanded fcnfc, towards ftrangers and each
other, which, in former times, fo cmmently characteri-
fed the cxvxhzanon, addrefs, police; e}caance, and vir-

tue of Eaftern nations.
A : : I

* Lefler chara®ers were known by the names of Paithwa; Sardar,
Zemindar, Polygar, &c. by the Hindoos. The titles of Vifier,
Soubah, Nizam, Nabob, Omrah, &c. accompanied the Mogul go-
vernrient, and comtinue in the occupation of Mahomedans only.
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It is with them, as in all other countries, that by
breaking a principal link of the chain, which united a
number of diftinét bodies, the mafs is thrown into a-
narchy and confufion, the union is diffolved, the com-
pa& (which ‘rendered’ them, as one body, great and
powerful) is annihflated, and each of the component
parts affunies the prerogatives of an independent fove-
reignty.  Hence jealoufies, envy, difcords, ufurpations,
and petty ftates arife, without form, power, or in-
fluence. :

Amidft thefe foreign and inteftine ftruggles, the Mar-
rattas continued to yield a tacit kind' of allegiance to a
fupreme head, as Sou, or Ram-rajab, whofe throne was
eftablifhed at Setterah. ' The united power of the chief,
and his nominal dependants, were extremely great, and
often alarming to the Emperors of Hindoftan. In the
time of Aliverdi-Cawn’s ufurped Soubahthip of Bengal,
they over-ran_thofe provinces, having, through mere
dread, obtained the confent of the pufilanimous, in-
dolent, and effeminate Mahomed Scha, to eftablith a
chout* or tribute to be paid annually from the Nabob-
thip of Bengal, and indeed from the whole empire; in
the fame manner as the great Aurungzebe found it pru-
dent, by compofition, to inveft them in the Decean.
They marked the terror of their arms and depredations
into the heart of Delhi, and carried off vaft treafures;
until, by the ceffion of Catac, in the kingdom of O-
rixa, and a chout of twelve lacks of rupees annually,
a peace and treaty were concluded between Aliverdi-
Cawn and them, in 1750.

The Marratta revenues, taken disjunively, were
originally enormous. Before the ufurpation and rapid
fuccefs of that foldier of fortune, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, in

the

* Chout implies a quarter part of the territorial revenues
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the kingdom of Myfore, and around it, the whole might
have bordered upon feventeen crores of rupees, or fe-
venteen millions of Britith pounds. It is computed,
that, now, they enjoy an annual revenue, equal to about
twelve millions fterling. Their military eftablithment,
which is compofed of cavalry, may yet be equal to
300,000; but thefe are not to be regarded as regulars,
or permanent troops, but as an eftablifhed militia, The
Sou, or Ram-rajah, by virtue of the treaty with Au-
rengzebe, and by the Hindoo tenures, has power to
order out the troops of his tributaries, as often as the
ftate requires their fervice. It is a circumftance. mate-
rial to be underftood, in judging of the Marratta force,
that it is an jinvariable cuftom among them, when an
expedition is concluded, for the troops to retire with
what plunder they may have [eized, to their refpective
abodes, leaving only the houfehold forces with the
chiefs.  And when their {ervices are again wanted, they
are fummoned by letters, direted ta the chief officer
of each village, or diftrict, fo that they are re-affembled
in a'week or ten days. -The Marratta territory may
properly-be faid to extend, fea-ward, from Travancore
near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern extremity of the
peninfula, to the river Paddar, which difcharges itfelf
in the Guif of Scindy, and which divides Guzzerat from
the Perfian dominions, except the Marratta territory
lately ufurped by Hyder-Alli-Cawn. They are bound-
ed by the Carnatic, the Company’s northern Circars,
and the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck,* to the
Eaft, except the province of Catac, which carries their
poffeflions, irregularly, to the Bay of Bengal; and the
river Jumna, with the provinces of the Mogul empire,
terminate their boundary to the North,

Az The

* The Soubah of the Dcccar;eB’aza,let-j.ung._



( 4)

The Sou, or Ram-rajab, exifts now but in name.
Nana-row, father of the late Mada-row and Narain-
row; and brother to the prefent Roganaut-row, {com-
monly known by the name of Ragaba) feized the reins
of government, and the perfon of the Ram-rajah, at
the {ame inftant. . The revolution was favoured by the
rchglous Brahmin caft of ‘the ufurper. The govern-
misar; he admiiniftered under the title of Puibwa, or
Prime Minifter, ahd the prince he confined in a fortrefs
néar Setrerah;’ thie metropolis.: - In ‘this pofition, - the
prefcnt young Ram-rajah and the government of the
Marrdtea ftate, continue to’ this day. = Jonogee Boofla,
or:Bouncello; ~the*father, or immediate predeceflor,* of
Moodajee Boofla) Rajéh‘ of ‘Berar, was a'pretender to
the fovereignty, as one'of thé'neareft'of kin to the con-
fined Ram-rajah. © 'And Roganaut-row was a pretender
to-the’ Pal(hWa-fhxp, even durm«r thé - life'time of his
ncphcw Mada-row, for which Mada-row kept himun-
der confinement, urml forefeeing his own apgroachmg
diffolutiot, ‘and drcadmg the craf:y intriguing difpofi-
tion of the uncle, even'in confinement, to the prejudice
of  the lineal fucceflfor Narain-row, whofe youth and
inexperieicé might expofe: him ‘to fnares and plots,
thought it moft advifable to reledfd Roganaut-row, and
eﬁ‘c& a reconciliation. Accordingly, having, to all ap-
pearances, fettled meafures, -and removed uneaﬁneﬁ‘cq
he placed the hands of the youth into thofe of the un:
cle, and Ihcddmg tears of j Joy and fatisfation, faid,
That he intruftéd ‘and recornmended the yourg man,
and carneftly befought the uncle’s tender care, protec-
tion, ‘and advice to bim, in the admmx&}‘anon of go-
vetnment,  A‘promife which '‘Roganaut:tow obferved
no longer than, by his wiles, he could procure affaflins,
who cut-the nephcw to pieces, in the falle:arms of an

uncle,

® The right of Moodajee Boofla, in his own perfon, to the Ra-

jathip of Berar, has latcly been challenged by his beft friend, Mr.
Haﬁmgs.



(5 )

uncle, who thus had no competitor remaining in his
own family to the Paithwa-thip. . Mada-row died in
November, 17723 and Narain-row was allowed to live
until the September following, and the 23d year of his
age. /

The death of Narain-row being lamented, and the
unpatural manner execrated by the generality of people,
Roganaut-row’s fucceflion was oppofed powesfully. Di-
viions became formidable. At laft the oppofition pre-
vailed, and the barbarous parricide, R@ganaut-rowj-was
obliged to fly; Unhappily, he direCted his courfe to the
ifland of Bombay, where protetion was granted him,
in confideration of a promife of flattering conceflions,
which he had neither the power nor right to perform.

The afylum thus accorded to Roganaut-row, very
juftly incenfed the Marrattas on the one hand, while,
‘on the other, it amufed with a profpeét of valuable con-
ceffions of territory, together with the ufual fpoils and
fuperb acknowledgments which Indian revolutions pre-
fented to the ambitious views of fuccefsful allies, infti-
gated both fides to commence hoftilities, apparently
with mutual good-will, and ftimulated appetites.

The marine of Bombay bravely fuftained the troops
in reducing the ifland of Salferte, after confiderable lofs
to the affailants ; while the reduction of Baroach coft
the life of one of the beft and braveft officers that be-
longed to either the Britith army or the Company’s fer-
vice, in the death of General Wedderburne. The Com-
pany felt the lofs foon thereafter, by the defeat of the
Bombay army under Colonel Keating. Happily, how-
ever, by means of the eftablithed enmity between the
Marrattas and Hyder-Alli-Cawn, feveral jealoufies and
heart-burnings between the principal and leffer ftates,
and divifions jn the Poonah Council, the Marratta go-

vernment
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vernment was, at this time, {o divided, that they thewed
a ferjous difpofition to preferve the friendfhip and alli-
ance of the Company, in preference to ali‘other con-
nectigns 3 provided the marderer, Roganaut-fow, was
not fupported by them, in an unjult claim, ‘to fully and
contaminate the Company’s repuration and fame, by a
conduét diametrically oppofite to the generally received
opinion,, which, until of late, had’ been uniformly en:
tertatged of the Britith nation in India.’

Had the government of the Companyin India the
difcernment common even to inferior politicians, “they
would rather have encouraged thofe cnmities, jealou-
fies, and inteftine divifions, than by a feries'of ‘ambitious
and mercenary plans and ufurpations, and a fupport of
bad charaters in iniquitous pretenfions,” to compel the
contending powers, and jarring parties, ‘to‘unite in the
general ‘defence of each other, and their Tights, as a
common caule. '

In this plight were the Company involved with the
Marratta ftate, when the new government, compofed
of Mr. Haftings, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon,
Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, commenced, in O¢o-
ber, 1774, The newly-arrived members ( General
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis) entered
upon the duty affigned to them by their country and
the Company with alacrity, with {entiments ftrongly
impregnated with true patriotifm and juftice, and with
views folely directed to the recovery of the Company’s
affairs from the ftate of embarraffed confufion, debt,
and difcredit, into which the preceding mal-adminiftra-
tion of their principal fervants had undutifully plunged
them,  After fele€ting the moft intelligent and merito-
rioys fervants, to adminifter in the fubordinate ftations
of government, they feverely reprehended the Rohilla
war, as barbarous, unjuft, and impolitic; reprobated,

in
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in plain and direct terms, the treaty with Sujah-ul-dow-
la, and improved upon it with princely advantages in i\
the line of finance and military eftablilhment, in gwour |
of the Company. The fpirit of humanity, juftice, and
ceconomy, breathing in every articulation and “action,
which this uncorrupted majority uttered and perform-
ed ; they availed themfelves of the extended fuperiority
which the at of parliament gave them in certain cafes,
over the other Prefidencies, and fent Colonel Upton
upon an embafly, to negociate an honourable peace
with the Marratta court; which was at length con-
cluded and ratified, upon the firft of March, 1776,
under . the title of the Poorunder, and fometimes the
Poonah,  treaty, : '

By this treaty, Salfette, Baroach, and other diftriéts
in the Guzzerat provinces, were ceded to the Compa-
ny 3 they.were to be paid twelve lacks of rupees in
three fixed terms, to defray the charges of the war, to
fecure which feveral pergunnahs were delivered up in
mortgage poffeflion ; and an extent of territory, of the
annual value of three lacks, adjoining, or near to Ba-
roach. » And, on the other hand, Roganaut-row was
to be provided for, according to his.rank and preten--
fions, 1n a private line, and to withdraw from Bombay ;
and that no, protection or afliftance was to be given to
him, or any other fubje&t or fervant of the Marratta
ftate, who. may caufe any difturbance or rebellion in
the country.

Whether the conditions in this treaty were obferved
by the contracting parties, whether the proper methods
were ufed for carrying them into exccution, of for a-
voiding a war, or whether the laws of good faith, juf-
tice, and. policy, were oblerved in the fupreme Britith
Council of . India, and the Prefidency of Bombay, will
appear in the following ingenuous and authentic ftate

of
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of fadts, ‘abltratted from uncontefted records. Certain,
however, it is, that-the evil-originated in the non-per-
formance of that treaty, and the extraordinary proceed-
ings thereon; that the Marratca government fhewed
every poflible difpofition to prelerve the friendfhip, and
to maintain an alliance with the Englith; that a breach
of ‘public faith, and an infatiable. thirft for power and
unbounded monarchy, fo apparent-in every meafure of
the Companys fervants, united the difcordant Marratta
ftates; and jarring members of the adminiftration in
Poonzh, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan,
the Rajah of Berar, Nudjifi-Caws, and all the leflir
powersiof India, into a-combined;: determined com-
paét, and clofe affociation, to refift, oppofe, and.reduce
the extravagant views and pretenfions of the Com-
pany’s ledding admiiniftration in Afia;: that, urged by
‘the fame dread, the native powers, in-defperation,, dii-
covered inclinations ‘to hearken to the overtures.of
France, looking wifhfully and anxioufly with impa-
“tience, for the day-of deliverance from she fcourge of
tyranny, and the iron hand of oppreflion; that thefe
fa@s have, it is faid, been known to the Court of Di-
rectors, and to the King’s minifters, by ithe poffcffion
of authentic materials; that, by this rafh, difbonoura-
ble, -and unwarrantable war, the  Company have had
their treafures wafted, their credit ruined, and their re-
putation for ‘arms almoft irretrievably loft 5 that the
Marrattas diftinguithed more temper, moderation, and
good faith, throughout this unlucky bufinefs, particu-
Yarly when viftory gave them a carte-blanche, than could
have been expetted from a people of a more pacific
difpofition, angd to whom the oppofite qualities are af-
cribed charaéteriftically. ~ And that it is too evident,
from appearances, however artfully difguifed, that.a
train of difgraceful'and diftrefling events, were original
objetts of the acting adminiftration from the beginning,
influenced by finifter views, founded upon ambitio;,

g 4
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by unabating keen refentment for imdginary prefet.
ences, and by an implacable, unremitting oppofition
to every meafure of the majority in the life-time of Ge-
neral Clavering and Colonel Monfon, pattitularly the
treaty of Poonah, which they were bent upon over-
turning, at all hazards.  There are reafons to imagine;
that it was propofed to derive fome obligue juftification
of the Rohilla war, from the unfatourable effe@s of
an-ill-conduéted Marratta war: :

Roganaut-row; tiidér the protection of the Bombiy
government, entered into’intrigues, and fomiented pars
ties and diflentions in theé adminiftration of Poonah;
until at length, he procured an infatuated deception
upon the fimple credulity of the unfufpeéting Refident;
Mr. Moftyn, who in confequence of his own eafy faith;
as eafily mifled the willing minds of the Prefidency of
Bombay into a belfef of what théy {0 edgerly withed.

The Governor Generdl; Mr. Haftings, introduced
the fubject at the fupreme board; upon the 28th day
of January 1778, in a very long minute,” wherein;
among a variety of other matters, he comiplained bit-
terly of the filence and remiflnefs of the Prefidency of
Bombay, although Mr. Moftyn had had feveral confer-
ences with' the Poonah minifters, who continued td
complain that Roganaut-row was ftill entertained at
Bombay, in violation of ordets from the fiipreme Board.
He added, that new fources of uneafinefs had arifen, in
the extraordinary countenance afforded to the Cheva-
lier St. Lubin and Mr. Bolts, by the court of Poonah';
‘one as agent to the crown of France; the other as re-
prefentative of the Houfe of Auftria; 'That if report’
could be believed, written engagements had paffed be-
.tween them ‘and Monfieur St. Lubin, ““ the d4feft of
& which, whatever it be, mgji‘ if attained, prove de‘ﬁi'ur-

' HIRE finge
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«<_tive to the trade of the Englifb Company, and to the Bri-
<< tifb influence in India.’ *

. Thefe being the ideas which Mr. Haftings laboured
to imprefs on the minds of his feliow-counfellors, as
an evil .which threatened deftruction, by the alarming
power of the Marrattas—As a wife and faithful fervant
«and - fubje&, would it not have been more confiftent,
and infinitely more juft and political, to have accom-
modated the breach, and applied a healing balfam to
the fore, by an obfervance of the late treaty, and good
faith, than wantonly to urge a dangerous, expenfive,
and unjuft war?

At the fame moment, Mr. Haftings acknowledged,
¢ that although he belicved the Marratia power, unallied
« with other flates, unable to cope with the Company’s
¢ power. at Bombay, yet [uftained by the French, they are
< qualified to refufe acquiefcence: to our demands 5 which de-
< mands, the poffiffion of the ifland of Baffeen offers, as the
< only profpets of a fecuritys that no obligation precludes us
¢ from demanding it, nor can any blame be juftly imputed to
¢ us, if as the Superior Power, we preferibe the terms,
< aere rhey even more unequal than thefe are, on which we
¢ are. willing to releafe botb parties, from that dangerous
<< point on which they flutiuated, between war and peace,
s¢ _during @, long interval of twe years, and are likely to con-
 tinuethere, unlefs one fide affumes the right of decifion.”

P I e S NN
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.* Hyder-Alli havfng refented the profers of St. Lubin to the
Marrattas, and the Marrattas unwilling to irritate the Engliﬂ;, no
conceflion or treaty whatfoever was entered into with' Mr. St. Lubin
and he was'exprefsly defired to withdraw from Poonah. He had had
partizans there who wihed to promote his views. -He went to Hy-
der-Alli, and the refufal of the Marratta government contributed tor
facilitate the treaty, and the ceffion of the port of Mangalore. "This
was, and is the fatt. 3
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In this paffage of his minute, Mr. Hattings unguard-
cdly avows faéts, which in dirét terms condemin his
own deliberate meafures. The extenfive advantages
which a French alliance would yield to the Marrattas,
thould have induced him to treat upon more liberal,
equal, and.juft principles, as the moft likely means of
overfetting the fufpected treaty with St. Lubin. ' He
avows, “ danger to both fides,” and a confeflion tanta-
mount to its having been a ftudied impending ma-
nceuvre in his politieal fyftem, < for a long interval of
‘¢ fwo years,” which comprehends the intire time that
the' Poonah' treaty had exiftence. According to his
profefled maxims, ¢ the fword and not juftice, fhould de-
¢ cide the point of right,” in an iffue in which the Com-
pany had, dona fide, no concern, and became unnecef-
farily and imprudently, officious medlers.  The great:
and acknowledged abilities of Mr. Haftings, and par-
ticularly the fingular talent which he has acquired in
writing, are circumftances which, upon a critical re.:
view and examination of his minutes and general con-
dud, fince his return with power to India, will, upon
many occafions, condemn himfelf, even more than the
mafterly pens of his opponents. The art of evalion,
and equivocation, for the purpofes of veiling or difguif-
ing the real meafures taken, or meant to be taken, are
too confpicudus not to create fufpicions of the matters
thus meant to be fupported or defended. ' Plain, ine-
quivocal faéts, carry convi&tion where the ground is
really found, and the meafures themfelves diretted to
wife and falutary purpofes; but when the mind js con-
fcious of having betrayed truft, or is 1?ervcrfely bent
upon, and determined, to guide and enforce meafures,
whether right or wrong, by the exercife of power abu-
fed and mifapplied, the faculties of evafion, equivoca-
tion, and confequently of perverfion, are employed with
dangerous and alarming advantages in the fupreme ma-

giftrate of a remote government, vefted with civil, mi-
Oz litary,
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litary, political, ‘and commercizl powers. The argu-
ments and-reafonings expreffed in the minutes of Mr.
Haftings, upon this and other important fubje@s, fince
the treaty of Benaras, ‘contain fuch: palpable contradic-
tions to each other, and: duplicity of fentiment, as are
fufficient, without the able oppofition they have had to
encounter, to condemn the whole.  And the inattention:
of the:Direttors to thefe fubjects, regularly tranfmitted.
to. them, nearly eftablifhes an unpleafant truth, thae al-
mmwh chiarged with a truft of magnitode and dignity,.

fca*cc}y ever read the proceedings of their fervants,
Qi the moft: important concerns:of the Company and:
nation, in India,

. The Govcrnor propafed-a plan; compofed of ten ar-
‘nc}cs. as'the terms; to be afked and infilted/upon from
the Marrattas, and being oppofed by Mr.  Erancis and:
Mr. Wheler, the confideration was: put off till the day
following.

1778, January 2g9th. = On which day, the Governor:
laid before the Board, a letter from the Prefidency of
Bombay, concerning the fubjeét of yefterday’s com-
plaint. * In this lel:tcr, dated the 12th'December, 1597,
they give notice of an offer made by fome members of
the minifterial party at Poonah, to reinftate Roganaut-
rows and of their own determination ‘to-accept fuch of-
fer, whenever it fhould be authenticated by a dire&t en-
gagement fram the mmlf’ters, and to'march with-Roga-
anaut-rowy: to.eftablith him in the Paifhwa-fhip of Poo-
nahby.forceof-arms,  They condemn the countenance

iven toMriBolts, as:well as to Mr. St. Lubin; and a-
mufe themfelves with the greater affurance of fuccefs in
favour of Roganaut-row, asthey expedt affiftance from
Hyder-Adli:Cawn, who profefies afriendthip for that par-
ty4. an @dvantage wb::lz boweuver, they nogle Sfed o improve,
And the Go-vernor reduced the propofitions: of yefter-

day
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day from ten to five articles, without any material vari-

ation im pomt of matter, 1o the followma purport, viz.

I. That fuch reafonable and pra&lcablc fecurity be
obtained: for-the perfonal: {afety of Roganaut—row, as
Rﬂgtmaul—mw bzmjalf Joall reguire..

Il That a fpccxﬁc;ﬁzm be demanded to relmburfe
the company for the military charge, - which:may be in-
curred: by that mtcrpoﬁnon.

II1. That the fort and d1f’crrc‘t of Baﬂ"cen be ceded i in
perpetuity to the Company ;

IV. That anadditional grant of territory be made ad-
jacent to Bafleen'and Rombay, in exchange for Baroach,:
and the lands ceded by F utta-Sing-Guiacawar, and from
the pergunnahs:of Hanfood; Aumood; and Defborah.

V. That no European fettlement be allowed on any:
of the maritime coafts of the:Marratta dominions, wirh-
out the-confent of the fupreme:council previoufly obtained.

Thefe demands were fufficiently imperious and dic-
tatorial, to a powerful independant ftate; but the gth
of  the ' propofitions of iyefterday, contained a'more 1m-
petioustone, in thefe terms::« < Thae thefe propofals be consl
¢ weyeds by letter 1o the prefent) Paifbwa.y| that bis anfwer
‘¢ be required, without condition or referve;: to each’ ars
< ticlel; . and:-thav this: government fball take'its final refo-
¢ lution, to abide: by the treaty, as it fball:ftand confirmed
¢ by bisanfwer, or to confider tt as annulled and invalidated
“ 2y Ibcm 2 : .

- It is worthy of ‘obfervation; thatat a'jun&ure fo con:
fefledly criticaly notwithftanding the-obje@ionable pare
of Mr. Bolt’s poht(cal conduét, recorded:on the pro-

ceedings
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ceedings in Bombay, and the pofitive injunétions of the
Company concerning his objec, in India, the very lead-
ing members of that government, afforded him the moft
eflential affiftance in his undertakings, of which the thip
Louifa, and her cargoes to and from China, furnithed
the cleareft evidence. Aand it is fomewhat extraordinary,
that however impolitic it might prove, to eftablifh the
avowed friend and partizan of Hyder-Alli-Cawn, at the
head of the'Marratta government, yet, as they had de-
termined wpon the meafure, they fhould certainly have
formed fome plan of accommodation, to which Hyder
fhould engage, as a party ; although, uponevery pof-
fible principle of good policy,:the Marrattaalliance was
a more natural and beneficial conne&ion to the Com-
pany, andmore to be depended upon, than an afpiring,
ambitious ufurper, whofe enmity to the Englifh, and
their allies, was as firmly rooted as that which he-enter-
tained. for the Marrateas. It would therefore bave been
the effence of good policy, in the Company’s fervants,
to have made ufe of their influence in preferving
the divifion, and countenancing the jealoufies, of two
ftates, whofe junétion of power, fhould it ever happen,
would effeétually crufh and deftroy all the future prof-
peés of the Britifh nation in Hindoftan,

. Mr. Francis entered a formal proteft againft the Bom-
bay proceedings; doubted the fincerity of the confer-
. ence between Mr. Lewis (the affiftant refident at Poo-
nah) and Amunt-row, for the reftoration of Roganaut-
row; ‘urged the propriety-of a fteady adherence to the
Company’s general inftructions, and particularly to their
reprehenfive letter of 12th April, 1775, addrefled to
the Prefidency of Bombay: HMe wifhed, he faid, to ob-
tain the right and pofleffion of Baflcen for the Company,
by an amicable negaciation of exchange, or puribafes” but
declared, ¢ that even bis views were cooled, | by tke little
<< whility in paint of revenue,arifing from the conqueft --olf

‘ 1 i Sal-
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< Salfette”® *  His reafons throughout are clear, judi-
cious, and predi&ory-of what followed. » Mr.: Wheler
manifefted the warmth of zeal and duty, in-oppofition
to the proceedings in Bombay, as having an‘immediate
tendency to confume the Company’s revenues, and to
involve their means and reputation in diftrefs and ruin.

Upon the 2d February, 1778, Mr. Haftings’s pro-
pofals were re-confidered ; oppofed, as before, by Mr.,
Francis and Mr. Wheler, and carried by the Governor’s
cafting wote, to fupport Roganaut-row, in direct viola-
tion of the Poorunder treaty ; and, with three additi-
onal articles, were ordered to be difpatched to the Pre-
fidency-of Bombay, for their government. i

The Governor then propofed, to take the opinion of
General Stibbert on the fending 2 reinforcement, over
the: continent to Bombay, and the confequent neceflity
of augmenting the Sepoy corps: He alfo propofed a
letter to Madras, to induce that Prefidency to reinforce
the Bombay'army from thence ; and atthe fame inftant,
that he continued with confidence, to affert, < zhar the
¢ Prefidency of Bengal is, and will be, in a condition to
 affiff Bombay abundantly, with men and money,’ to carry
“ on the Marratta war,” he ftated the Bombay army
thus: i

Artillery, rank and file. - (261
European infantry .. 783
‘Sepoy infantry - 562t
Irregulars - " 1231

A force which he thought able to carry all their hof-
tile purpofes into execution, withoutany affiftance from
Bengal

* It is confidently alledged, that the prefent clear revenue of Sal~
fette, is far fhort of the real advantages it yielded in the line of
commerce, when it was in the poffeffion of the Marrattas.

1 Vide the’ Company’s records, for thefe minutes.
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Bengal or Madras; an opinion which he ftruggled to
enforce, by comparing it with the force of Bengal at
the battle of Plafley, and againft the Scha Zadda ; -with
Colonel Forde’s expedition againft Mafulipatnam ; and
confiderably greater, than when upfupported by coun-
try powers, the troops of Bengal wrefted the provinces
and Soubathip from Coffim-Alli-Cawn.  And thus, he
affeGed to draw the fame fuccefsful conclufions in the
prefent affair, without confidering, that the Marrattas
are profeflionally and conftitutionally, a warlike na-
tion ; whereas the Bengalee’s are the moft timid, irre~
folute, and indolent part of the human fpecies. He
might alfo, have confidered that Fortune has proved
herfelf as fickle and inconftant, in the decifion of arms,
as in the difpenfation of other fortuitous events, which
affet empires, ftates, focieties, and individuals. He
computed the diftance from Bombay to Poonah at only
four days march; that the friends of Roganaut-row
were encamped in the neighbourhood of Poonah with
20,000 horfe, and that his opponents, together with the
main Marratta army, were engaged hoftilely againft
Hyder-Alli-Cawn on the banks of the Kiftna, therefore
could not affift againft the friends and meafures of Ro-
ganaut-row.

How unfortunate was Mr. Haftings, as well in his
fecret intelligence, as in his conjeCtures, if they were
Juch as be exprefled! The Bombay army were not
within two days march of Poonah, after having been
about fifty days in their progrefs,* withour any hof-
tile obftruction, before they were totally defeated,
and forced to a difgraceful humiliation, and a carsc-
blanche. ‘There was not a man in the civil or military

admini-

* The expedition moved from Bombay on the 22d of November,
and. after threc or four days fkirmithing, they capitulated at War-
gaum on the 16th of January, diftance-about twenty-five or thirty
miles from Poonah,
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4dminiftradon of the Marratta governndent, eitler in
thought or action, ready to efpoufe the caufe of Roga-
naut- row but, on the contrary, the whole:body of
the people, in every ftation, feemed upanimous to op-
pofe him, ‘and the ‘plan and meafure he had adopted s
and when it came to the teft, . the: Bombay army found-
fo numerous a force to oppofe their approaches,: that
they were furrounded, and hemmed in at all quarters,
by fuch a body of troops, that it proved the, Marratta
main army were not on the banks of the Kiftna: - By
this rule of judging, are not the following queries di-
redtly alpplu:ableP Is not the Governor General, by
the countenance which he’ gave, and fallacious repre-
{entations. made: by him, by which the Prefidency of
Bombay were not only encouraged, but _]ufhﬁﬂd and
even {pirited on, culpable.in a greater degree than as
an acceffary 2 And is he not immediately-and: dire@ly
anfwerable, with - his fortune and perfon, to the Com-
pany and Britith nation, - for all the treafure;and. troops
which have been loft unneceflarily, -and che difrepute
and difcredit brought on the;Company and the nation,
by the unwarrantable:and wanton manner in which he
forced . the: Company into the Marratta war 2 — The
mode of approbation by the Supreme Cauncil, and the
conditions which accompanied; it, as requifitions-inad=-
miflable by the Marrattas; ‘are material juftifications of
the Bombay gentlemen, againft cenfurés which other-
wife fhould have irretrievably cruthed them. - Mr. Haft-
ings’s inconfiftency, er whatever other définition it may
admit ofy appears in a replyto the eighth: paragraph of
Mr. Francis’s minute. He propofed, o enter, into a
¢ war with the mof. powerful fate in. Hindofian, who
¢ be. conjeitured ~wers in- alliance with Fraance, as the
¢ .means of defeating the: views: of ‘France and Spain.”
Inftead of endeavouring to-make’ that ¢¢ moff powerful
¢ flate,” forfake the alliance of France, and become
the faithful friends and allies of the Britith nation,
C

and
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‘and ‘thus render the Company’s poffeflions fo fecure,
that the whole power and force of Britain might be di-
reéted elfewhere,” with effet, againft its enemies.—
The Marrattas offered to fettle a Jaglure of five lacks
of rupees annually on Roganaut-row, provided he
would withdraw to Benaras; under the Englith pro-
te@ion.  This Mr. Haftings oppofed, and by that
means, refufed peace and fecurity, together with the
reception of about £.60,000 fterling annually, in fpecie,
from a country with which the Company have no mer-
cantile intercourfe from Bengal or Bahar.

The gth of February, Mr. Haftings informed the
_ Board, that by private intelligence, he had received
aﬁ'urance of Governor Bellecombe’s departure from
Pondichery to 'the Malabar Coaft, with a defign to
receive folemn pofleflion of the port of Choul, on the
.part of France, in confequence of a ceflion. thereof by
the Marrattas. The truth was, that Monf. Bellecombe
made a tour to Mahe in the Brilliante man of war, and
doubtlefs had in' view, ‘to affit Mr. St. Lubin, in
forming and concluding treaties with the Marratras and
Hyder-Alli-Cawn. ' But the port of Choul never had
been, either the object of his expedition, nor the pro-
bzble conceflion ‘on-the - part of a ftate, already too
jealous and fufpicious of "European influence and in-
trlgucs in thexr vxcmnty
On the 23d of Fcbruary, Mr. Haﬁmgs prefented a
“letter from ! Bombay of ‘the 20th January, on which,
it would feem, that he'founded his motion for march-
ing a ‘detachment ‘over land to' re-inforce the Bombay
‘army. Mr. Francis ‘and Mr." Wheler perfifted to op-
pofe it,-dnd protefted in‘the ftrongett terms againit the
, ‘refolves ‘of' the ma;onty The Governor’s double
- : vote

*# Vide the minutes upon record.
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vote, and the fingle one of Mr. Barwell, having over-
ruled the two ﬁnole votes of their opponents, a dctach-
ment under the command of Colonel Matthcw Leflie
was rcfolved upen, to confift of

Officers - - - - 103
Troops - = - - 6,624
Servants - - - 19,729
Bazar people - - 12,000

38,456

Here was an army of 6727 troops only, and a fuite
of 31,729 fervants and futlcrs, ordered to encounter
an unexplored country, * inhabited by a warlike peo-
ple, inimical to the Company, occupying faftefles and
defiles, and interfeéted by large navigable rivers, which
would continually expofe the army to be cut off by the
fword, reduced by famine, or perith in the hofpitals.

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th
July, 1777, to the Prefidency of Bombay, having ar-
rived in Calcutta on the 12th March, 1778, ¢ partz-
<< cularly and pofitively confirming the treaty made ky Co-
<< Jonel Upton with the Marrattas, and ordering a firist
s adberence to it; recommending [pecial vigilance, whilt
¢ Ragoba was at Bombay, that he formed no plans, againft
< wbhat is called the minifterial party at Poonab s and po-
< fitively commanding, that no intervention or feheme in
¢ bis favour, fball be entered into, without the previous
< confent of the Supreme Council, or Court of Diretors.
At the fame time, faying,  that common bumanity war-
¢ ranted the proteciion of Ragoba’s perfon from violence.”
No council being then fitting, or to fit in the rotation
of bufinefs until the Monday following, and the de-

Cz2 tachment

-~

¢ Comprehending a fpace of 1500 miles;
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tachment under Colonel Leflie being under orders te
snarch, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler addreffed the
Goverpor General by letter on the fame day, urging

the Board to coumcrmand the march, but wnthouc
effeét.

'

On_the 18th March, a letter to the Prefidency of
Bombay, drawn up by Mr. Haftings, was laid before
the Board, confifting of orders and inftru&ions for the
guidance of that Prefidency. - This letter is cnvclopcd
with fo much art and fubtilty, that though the writer’s
judgment muft be condemned upon the face of every
fact, yet a perfon unacquamted with -the hiftory, his
v1eWs, and abilicies ‘In that way, would be apt ta ae-
quit him of having had intentions directly foreign to
the language expreffed. It is like the horizontal plan
or bafe of a rugged or hilly country, laid down by out-
'lmes upon a fair fheet of paper, which deceives the
eye into a belief, that the country is as flat and level as
it appears reprefented on the paper.—It fets out with
an abftra& of tlhe Company’s laft recited letter, which
in the 65th paragraph ftrongly defires the obfervance of
the treaty ; and in the fame breath, he charges the Mer.
rattas with an abfolute violatian of every article in the
treaty, with forming French conneétions ; and infi-
nuates a firm hope, that the {pirit of the meafures con-
veyed in the prefent lerter of inftruction, fhall have
been anticipated before it reaches, by a great event
againft the Marratta adminiftration in favour of Roga-
naut-row, But, he fays, as the reverfe is yet proba-
ble, they (the Supreme Council) fhall furnith fuch in-
ftruétions and authority for their guidance, as are ne-
cefary oh a fuppofition that no revolution hath taken

plice at Poonah, confiting of feven amclcs, to the
followmg effect, wiz.

The
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The 1ft requires a peremptory demand of a coun-
try of three complete lacks of rupees annual revenue,
near- Baroach; and'in “cafe of- noi- conformxty, to de-
clare it a violation of treaty.

The 2d requires a peremptory demand of the imme-
diate payment of tweive lacks of rupees ; and in cafe.
of non-compliance, #o declare it @ violation of treaty.

Iy g - # ‘ S4R ¢ !

The 3d orders them to keep pbﬁ'cﬁlon of the feveral
villages, ‘and “pergunnahs  ceded to- the Company by
Futta-Sing-Guicawar, as the Marraitas have negleited to

produce proofs of Futta-Sing’s incapacity to make fuch
ceffion.

The 4th dire&s them, to remonftrate agamft the
countenance afforded ‘to' M St. Lubin; the engage-
ments entered into with him; the grant of the port of
Choul 5 and to demand a clear and fatisfactory expla-
nation of ‘their intentions in regard to France.—And
to declare, that the Englith Company fhall take fuch
meafures as pradence fhall dictate for the future fafety
of their interefts and poffeflions.  The Governor con-
defcended to acknowledge on this fubject,—*¢ Thar be
< regarded the Marrattas as the only native, and the French
¢ qs the only foreign power in India, capable of aﬁ'eﬁmg the
¢ influence which the Britifb nation had acquired in it.* The
¥ former baving been rendered incapable by internal difirac-
< tion, 1 and theintquality of their numbers to European dif-
% ciplinés’ and the latter, by the want of territorial pro-
< perty, ‘or any to fupply it.—That therefore an alliance be-
< yapeen thein would at once reliese all théir mutual wants,
$< and afford them all the requifites to difpure with us on ¢qual

¢ terms

* Yet he laboured to wnite thefe two powers, which were feve-
rakly capable of affeting the Britiflt influence.

+ Which d)ﬂra&xom, his meafures have healed, and effgctually
compofed.
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<< sermsy the dominion of India, which at prefent we poffefs
“ without a rival, and may be attended with calamities more
¢ dreadful by the fuperior magnitude of the conteft, than that
 awbich we formerly experienced in the Carnatic.”’*

The 5th direéts them-to demand a fafe paflage for,
and affiftance. to Colonel Leflie’s detachment, through
the Marratta dominions ; and to aflure them, that no
at of hoftility fhall be committed by the army on theic
march ; and to, repeat the ftrongeft affurances of a pa-
cific difpofition and adherence to the treaty in every
puint. -

The 6th requires the obfervance of the Company’s
orders in their laft recited letter, whether the admini-
ftration of Saccaram Baboo, and Nana-furnefe. conti-
nues, or a revolution fhould have taken place. But if
either adminiftration fhall dire@zly or indireétly, infringe
the treaty, in {uch cafe, the Supreme Council, in vir-
tue of their authority, doth autborife the Bombay Council
2o form a new alliance with Roganaut-row, and engage with
bim in ony expedient fcheme for retrieving bis affairs.  And
-the like authority is extended, at all events, if they are in-
vited to accomplifh the propofitions tranfinitted to them on the
2d of February laf}.

The #th is a general recommendation, having a clear
tendency to delude and circumvent the people of Bom-
bay, and to make them oftenfible for any unfortunate
event that may arife ; but it artfully recommends ¢ fuch
¢ a policy, as circumfEances will warrant, independent of any
< particular intereft of Roganaut-row, whom they muft re-
¢« gard inthe great palitival objelt of our government, as fim-

113 ply
« What fatal confeflions were thefe, and how inconfiftent were

his .uni'form meafures, to thefe dreaded confequences, and to found
policy! i
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< ply meriting our confideration, and ot néceffarily connest-
< ed or blended with them.” vl

Inftructions and orders, thus carrying in- every ex-
preflion, violence and hoflility, tantamount to a de-
claration of war, produced deliberate protefts from Mr.
Francis and Mr. Wheler, with fuch firong and {dlid:
reafons, as obviate the propriety of any other com-
ment. 3 :

Mr. Francis concurred in two general principles pro-
feffed in the intended letrer. Firft, te make the Di-
rectors laft letter, the ground work.: “And, fecondly,
to make the eftablithment of a lafling peace, the fole
general obje&t. On the preamble of the Governor’s
letter, Mr. Francis obferved, ¢¢ that we continued.in the
< peaceable poffeffion of Salfette, and of the Marraita fhare
“ of the city and pergunnab of Baroach as flipalated by
S treaty.” v ;

I. As to the firft article inftruétive, he alledged, that
its execution appeared to have been retarded, only:by
a difpute about the literal meaning of a word,* differ-
ently conftrued by each party; and that the admiffion
by the Supreme Board, on the 18th Auguft laft, of
grofs inftead of neat revenue, decided the difpute in fa-
vour of the Marrattas. ' But that having feveral other
places in poffeffion, and enjoying their revenues, as
pledges, until the grants of the whole country required
were made out, our fecurity was not affected by any
delay, occafioned chiefly by that difpute. - < 2

II. That by the acceptance and poffeflion of Jam-
boofeer in mortgage, to be held unril the revenues col-
leéted from thence, fhall have liquidated the debt of

twelve

* Kaumil Jumma,
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twelve lacks, which the Marrattas had confented to pay

us towards the charge of the -late war, demanded in
the fecond inftruction, it muft be conftrued as'a mutual
performance of the treaty.

HI. That the third inftruction, deciding arbitrarily,
and ex parte, the right of Futta Sing to make the cef-
fion therein fpecified, which appeared to him (Mr.
Francis) very difputable; if decided after this imperi-
ous manner 1n our own favour, would make the efta-
blithment of a lafling peace impoflible,

1V. That the fourth inftzuttion, fuppofed the port
of Choul to have been ceded to the French, an affer-
tion which had already been acknowledged, upon en-
quiry, to want proof; and that the menaces utcered, if
anfwers confonant to the defires of the Prefidency. of
Bombay, or of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell; were
not returned, amounted to a declaration of war: Mr:
Francis obferved, ¢ That the Marrattas baving thus con-
<< formed to the conditions of the treaty, it feemed juft and
SS reafonable, that fome [atisfaition fhould be given them on
S oyr fides particularly, that Roganaut-row fhould be re-
<< moved from Bombay, with a proper provifion for bis ¢f-
s¢ tablifbment in a private flation; that if any negociations
<< qwere formed with the French, we may trace them to their
<€ fource, in the proteflion given to Roganaut-row, bisre-
s< fidence at Bombay, and the continued intrigues between bim
¢ and that Prefidency s that the true way to defeat the views
<< of France, was to give the Marraitas a folid proof of
“ our good faith s that while Roganaui-row, a pretender
S< to their government, was fupported by us, we give them
$¢ t00 much caufe for looking to France for affiffarces and

s< that the prefent meafures will leave them without a
¢ choice.”

V. As
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V. As to the fifth inftruétion, dfter ftiting the con:
tradi&ion, and motives, which on different occafions
have been affigned for fending 4n army t6 Bombay, he
atked,  If permiffion for a fafe paffage and affitance is
“ refufed, fhall the detachment, neveribelefs, be ordered to
“ march through the Marratia territory, againft their de-
<¢ clared inclinations?  And if that is meant, whether that,
<« 257 alone does not conflitute a declaration of war, which
< cannot be qualified by any affurances of onr parific inten-
S tions?  That fuch language, wnited with fuch meafares;
<< 45 an infult to common fenfe, and much too plain to deceive;
s either the Marrattas or the Court of Direftors.”

VI, On'the' fixth inftruéion, leaving an’ option in
the Bombiy Prefidency, whether to'declare the treaty
infringed, ‘by the Marrattas, or by themfelves, dand in
confequence of fuch decifion, impowering thent to en-
ter into new engagements with Roganaut-row, for re-
trieving his ‘affairs with effe@, He faid, € Thas, in the
<< prefent temper and difpfition of 'that Prefidency, there
“< cannot be a doubt of the ufe they will make of this extra-,
¢ ordindry power, or that they will not be forward to 4vail
< themfelves of ity before it can be re-called.”

VIL. On the feventh inftrution, which leaves the
Prefidency of Bombay in poffeflion of deciding as they
thall pleafe; and recommends the intereft of 'Roganaur:
row to be'regarded only as unconneéted with the grand
political fyltem,* he faid, ¢ It is 4 manifeft coﬂi)’di’ﬁibn’
‘< to"the foregoing; awd to former infirutions ¥hat not to
< purfue fome ont_determinate [yftem may be'bazardons and
< difgraceful : . That be conceived the Sapreme. Beard not
<< waryanted to convey fuch anlimitied powers to'the Prefi-
““dency of Bewbay: That that Prefidency fhould continue

b “ Jubor-

* Mr. Haftings never communicated this ¢ grand political fyf
¢ sem” to the Prefidency of Bombay. :
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< fubordinate, and be fucceffrvely dirested by the Supreme
¢ Council 3 and that the peace of India, perbaps the faie of
¢ the Britifh empire in this part.of the world, is involved
< jn 1he queflions, wbhich are thus left o their futare deci-
< fions.” ~He afked, ¢ Are we juftified in relinguifbing
““our_jurifdiftion, even for a moment, over fuch quecf-
¢ tions 2’ And he concluded thus: ¢ Upon the whole,
¢ it appearstome, that the veal tendency of this letter, not-
<« withftanding any qualifying exprefficns inter/perfed through
&< it, is to proveoke a war with the Marrattas, that it
5 fecks for caufes of offence, where none exift 5 that the lan-
< guage it bolds to the Marrattas is peremptory and haoflile,
< and never ufed but when a rupture is pre-determined 5
<< that the caufes of complaint on which it urges a quarrel,
¢ are trifling and exaggerated 5 that the faits it refers to,
<< are either clearly difproved, or taken for granted, with-
<< out evidence y and that the terms of the infiructions are
“in fome places ambigugus, and in others contradictory.—
< Whether they are or are nat confifient with the pacific re-
“ foluiions, fa clearly and pofitively expreffed by the Court
¢ of Direétors, in their letter of the 4th Fuly, muft be left
““ to their. judgment.”

Mr. Wheler having repeated his diffent and protefta-
tion againft any interference between the contending
powers of the Marratta government, and the armament
then under orders for Bombay, as well as the purpofe
to which it was to be employed, declared, ¢ That be
< fbould not.think it neceffary in_ future to enter into difcuf-
<< fions on thefe matters, as the Governor General and Mr.
¢ Barwell bad taken the whole refponfibility on themfelves 3
“ muft be-anfwirable for the confequences of the meafures al-
<< ready refolved on, and fuch as may, of neceffity, [a/;law.”*
He agreed with*the:Governor, that the 65th paragraph
Navg ; of

o T

* In juftice, and in good policy, thould not the private eftates of
perfons taking refponfibility upon themfelyes, in fuch ftropg inftan-
cés,- which, "in the letter of law, may amount to an aflumption of
debt, be held accountable, in tetms thereof;” for the confequences ?
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of the Company’s letter to Bombay fhou'd bs the ground
of tie inftruétions to that Prefidency, but he diffented’
from every other part of them, on the {fame principles
as thofe urged by Mr. Francis. : '

Mr. Barwell having jdined in the Governor’s mea-
fures, the letter was prepared, and agreed to, for fig-
nature and difpatch.

Colonel Goddard’s regiment of cavalry were ordered,
on the zoth March, to join Colonel Leflie’s detach-
ment, and to proceed to Bombay. :

Advices from Bombay, received the 6th April, re-
prefented every thing in a ftate of perfect tranquility;
that no motion had been made in favour of Roganaut-
row, nor meafure arifen from the pretended overtures
of his partizans in Poonah, mentioned in their letter’
of 12th December. Yer Colonel Leflie’s detachment
was ordered to march; iaftruttions were paffed ; from
all of which Mr. Francis and’ Mr. Wheler diffented.
Several minutes by Mr. Haftings, in reply to Mr.
Francis, with rejoinders and fur-rejoinders, explanatory
of former minutes, and quibbling upon words, were
committed to record, in the courfe of this month, but
fo immaterial as not to merit quotation.

The objet of this narrative being reftrained to'fuch
facks and circumftances, as fhall remove falle impref-
fions from mifreprefeatations, and to thew the unweari-
ed, unremitted, and faithful refiftance made by Mr.
Francis and Mr. Wheler, through each and every ftage
of the ruinous bufinefs. So alarming were thefe gen-
tlemens apprehenfions, and fuch their prefcience of the
declining ftate of the Company’s finances, as well as
thofe of their dependent allies in India, the probable
wants of the nation in Europe, and the demand which
the nation muft make, in fome fhape or other, on the

D2 Company,
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Caompany, forasenewal of their charter, to anfwer the
cails of a general war, {6 much threatened in Europe,
that the records exhibi indefatigable labour and affi-
duny in both, and marks ot nervous, clear, and irre-
fiftible abilities in Mr. Francis, to o})pofe expences,
and to introduce principles of ceconomy, on every oc-
cafion ; and that it was with thefe views, and thofe.of
juflice, together with a fixed intention to good-faith
and the prcfervanon of national fame, that he uni-
formly ‘and Readily prefled, without mtermxﬁ'xon, a~
gamﬁ the Marratta war, and every other avovdablc hof-
ulity in India ; as moft confiftent with the inftru&ions
of the Company, with good palicy, and with honour.
Left it thould be alleoged that this detachment was
not artended with an extraordinary m:htary charge of
magmtude, it is proper to affert, as a truth, that an
equal number of troops were immediately recruited,
by additional battalxons, and an augmcmanon of each
exifting battallon, at'an immenfe expence i n advance,
doathmg, arme, and dlfcxplme ; and that-an.extra ftaff,
extra ﬁorcs, extra tram of artillery, and other unfore-
féen extra cxpcnces, mctdent to fuch an occafion, be-
fides the charges and 3&ual loffes upon the exchange
of remittances, together alfo with the dlﬁrcﬂing irre-
trievable i inconveniency oftranfpornng the current coins
wanted in circulation at home, into parts from whence
it cannotreturn. Even the diftreffes of the Nabob of
Qude were heighterned 3 and the Rajah Cheyt Sing, the -
identical mbucary of the Gompany; ‘had a new contri-
buuon levied: upan him, under this pretext;:in addxdon
to"his eftablifhed tribute. “Demands equally unjuft and
impolitic, as they were compulfatory,-at afime, when
rudence fheuld hwe didtated the propriety, pechaps
the necdﬁty, of conclhatmg the minds, attaching the
affecliops, and fecuring the loyaky and fidelity of the
) prmc1p41 nitjves, inflead of creating difafte&ions and
refentments, by claims which were not founded on pre-
comméts, ar condirional treaties; but upon the capri-

CIOI.IS
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cious movements of imperious and ‘oppreflive minds,
having, in remore as well as immediate contemplation,
ends very oppofite to thofe which were profeffed. .

May 11, 17%8. Advices from Bombay of the 5th
April, having commuaicated the accounts of a revolu-
tion at Poonah, in' favour of Roganaut-row, * Mr.
Francis, upon a ptiaciple that any affiftance from Ben-
gal would not now be wanted on: the Malabar coaft,
gither 'againft the Marrattas, or to .oppofe France, as
the fuppofed connetion between Nana-furnefe and
Monfieur St. Lubin could no.longer exift’ with effect,
refumed the fubje@ of fufpending the march of Co-
lonel Leflie’s detachmeént, as no'Jonger neceffary.
But the Governor perfifted as before, and over-ruled
the motion, . 2

May 16. Thedetachment having marched, and the
rainy feafon approaching, Mr. Francis urged.the recall
of the detachment. Mr. Haltings, with conftant per-
feverance, againlt his own knowledge and certain con-
viction, maintained, ¢ That no feafon could be more
S happily chofen than the beginning of May s that the
s violent beats would’ foon. be overy and that the fuc-
s¢ ceeding: rains would be a relief to the traops, and
« facilitate the march.’—To thofe who have experi-
enced ‘the rains of India,  the idea will appear new and
extraordinary. ©:Colonel Letlie’s letters, particularly
bis private ones to the Governar, prove that nothing could
have been fo/ill founded. © He uniformly attributes the
delay of his march to the torrents of rain which had
overflowed the country, deftroying the roads, and mak-
ing even the fmall rivers and guts impaffable. Light
troops, without incumbrance, may: perhaps move . in
any feafon, but it is not fo eafy to convey-a train of ar-
tillery, -with ftores, ammunition, camp-equipage, and

9o : provifions,

¢ Tbis was falfe.
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provifions, fot a~body of  people not lefs than 38,000
in number, in a tempeftuous feafon, and through an
enemy’s country, sinterfeted with' numberlefs ftreams,
generally overflowed. The effet of the heat was fa-
tally experiencéd:op the firft'day’s march from. Calpee;
by theignorance of :the condutors, or the obftinacy
of the commander, ".they moved:out of the right
courfe, and for want of water, and’through fatigue,
between 300 and oo perfons, belonging to the army,
or to its followers, died raving mad. Captain Craw-
ford, one of the beft and braveft charadters in India,
died in that ftate, of two hours illnefs. Colonel Par-
ker, Major Fullarton, Captain Afh, Captain Showers,.
and abour ten fubalterns, . happily recovered from dan-
gerousiilinefles, occafioned by the march... And when
Colonel Goddard, after the death of Colonel Leflie,
took charge of the army, although very little pro-
grefs had been made in the route, he found above a
thoufand Sepoys in the hofpital.

June 8. By letters from Colonel Leflie, it is difco-
vered, that the Marracta ftates' adjoining to the Jum-
na, had oppofed the paffing of the army, and conti-
nued a refiftance through the Bundlecund country
that Moodajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar, had expreffed
an unwillingnefs to admit the detachment near his ca-
pital, the evident effect of diftruft; that he difclaimed
all political interefts and obje&s for himfelf; that he
refufed to join his troops with the Company’s; and that
he recommended, in the ftrongeft terms, an accommo-
dation withthe Marrattas, offering himfelf as a’ mediator,
Mr. Francis renewed his motion for the recall of the de-
tachment, onaccount of theoppofition and obftruction
it had already received, and the further difficulties it
would meet with. — The Governor’s reply merits par-
ticular attention ; he defcribed .the route of ‘the army
with fo minute a direction, and with fo pofitive a fc-

curity,
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curity, through Bundlecund and Bapaul ; he affertéd fo
confidently, the invitation.and prefling folicitationsi of
Moodajee Boofla to fend the army" through his conn-
try; and declared fo poingedly the political objeéts and’
interefts of that prince,, that one would forbear evei to;
doubt the moral poflibility of the facts alledged. /' He
infinuated, that the Marratta tribes were.not'under. fub=
je&ion to the Paithwa 3 in order :to imprefs an idea.of
their unimportance, as a ftate capable of annoying the

march of the derachment.—What muft Mr. Haftings’s

warmeft adherents and advocates-now thirk of- his.pn
litical judgement and affeverations, againft  proofs fa:
incontrovertibly pofitive, , if they. pretead. to vindicate:
his intentions 2 c st inino afs

Mr. Francis rejoined,-in an able and{pjrited minute,?
to all Mr. Haftings’s equivocations, fophiftry, and ill-
founded aflertions. — He obferved, That whether the
Marrattas, - as diftinét tribes, are under immediaté {ab-
je&ion to the Paithwa ‘or not, was very immaterial]
when a general alliance, and a common entmy,, ope-
rated on their interefts and mutual fecurity. 1 B

M. Haftings fur-rejoined, in terms that muft have
ftruck the Direétors with aftonithment,: ifithey attended
to the expreflions, and. their inequivocal tendeacy; byt
which he declared ¢ bis unalterable determination to pro-
< Jecute the meafure to the utmaoft of bisipower to thé' coni
< clufion.”’ — He faid,  * That the difgrace .of  thofe 'whs'>
<« planned tbe. expedition,. the irreparablelofs of  the credit of-
<< this government, and a pecpetual difpruft of aldiss future
< alts, exclufive of the forfeiture of theadvantages' for
<< wwhich it was. originally coycerted, would: be the infaltrbl:
“< confequence of fopping: the expedition?® Do not thefe-
words mark, in ftrong  terms, -and diftingdifhed i cha;
ratters, (the obftinate and ‘imperious difpofition of* the
man, which is aot 10.be with-held from its purpofes;

' -, d
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by felf-evident confequences; or immediate’ danger?
But < a thirft for plunder, and’an'avidity for power, Bave
s< cver been motives of * hofility and “infuftice, to avaricions
““men,” is the fentiment of a very fenfible, intelligent
perfon,* one of  Haftings’s principal agents, in a Tate
publication, ¢ ‘Of: the “Hi ifiory - and_ Managemens of the
Eafp- India Company,” which is pecuhar]y applicable to
tht: :author’s own*friend.

By letters rcceWed the r1th June, from Bombay,
dated the 2d 'May, thiey advife, that they had"counter-
manded the advance of Colonel Leflie’s détachment,
until further orders. — That ' this ftep was févndedon
the opinion they had formed of the prefent ‘ftate of af-
fairs, and their defire to refcue the Company from the
heavy cxpence, .and‘their troops: from’ the dangers and
difficulties of a marcli from Béngal to Bombay

By letters of thie gth May, re‘ceivcd"thc 21t June,
they advife of having reverfed the laft-mentioned refo-
lution, . within twe days after the meafure ‘was adopted ;
and that they had’ordered Colontl Lieflie to proceed.
But they affigned no reafon for the alteration.

" June 22.. Confideting - this ‘extraordinary * fluctua-
tion and unfteadinefs in''the Council of Bombay, and
that'no motives whatfoever were  affigned for i, Mr.
Francis reprefented to the Board, the hazard and difcre-
dit of leaving ‘a detachment ‘at the'difcretion of* fuch
Councxl, and, on' that ground -urged ‘again, but’in
vain, the ncceﬁity of recalling it.

June'2g. Another letter from BomWBay advifed the
receipt of Inftrutions from the Supreme Council, and
that, in confcquence thereof, they had' directed “Mr.

Moftyn

* Mr. John Macpherfon,
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Moftyn to defmand, from the Regency of Poonah, the
feveral matters ordéred by the Governor-general and

Council. — Thar, conceiving the paffage of Colonel
Leflie's “detachment to be attended with almoft infu-

perable darigers and difiiculties, they recommended, that
in furare, any reinforcement to them might proceed”
dire@tly from Madias, as the beft and eaficft mode. —

Thus, it is'evident to demon(tration, that the fafety of
the 'deta‘chment“_Was more the efe&t of chance than con-

dudt. L : :

July 6. The detachment having croffed the Jum-
na, ‘and proceeded into the heart of a hottile country,
from whence its recall might be conftrued into a dif-
graceful defeat ‘and retreat, the Governor thought it
no longer neceflary to difguife his real purpofes; on
the 6th of July, he dropt the maik, by the firft direct
move towards the object which he fince appears to have
had originally at heart, of an alliance with the Rajah of
Berar, and which will appear to have been, {notwith-
ftanding the reafons oftenfibly held out) the real object
of the expedition. The myftery once unfolded, all
further concealments were either ufelefs or impracti-
cable.—The great difficulty with Mr. Haftings appears
to have been, to find pretences for fo extraordinary and
queftionable a ftep, as that of fending the Company’s
troops out of the provinces, over land to the oppofite
extremity of India, againft the very letter of repeated
and pofitive orders, and to account for the enormous
expences that muft attend it.  To remove thofe dif-
ficulties, no affertions were fpared, no artifice omitted,
and no fophiftry unemployed. That point once car-
ried, and the army out of the probable reach of be-
ing recalled,—new fadts are aflerted, new principles
eftablithed, and new objetts propofed. — The fame
army, which originally was to have reinftated Roga-
naut-row, and to fupport that intereft alone, is-now

E :
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deftined to place Moodajee Boofla at the head of the
Marratta empire, as well in oppofition to Roganaur-
row as to his adverfarics ; and the Company to join
with that prince ‘in invading the dominions of their
own ally, the Nizam of the Deccan. . And yet, Mr.
Haftings, in the month of December following, de-
clared, that this Moodajee Boofla, who was then dan-
geroully ill, and expefted to dic, and wha was to have.
been exalted to the Marratta Imperial thrope, was nog
the real Rajah of Berar, nor the pretender to the Ram-
rajah-fhip, but the Naib, or Depury Rajah of Berar,
during the minority of the real prince. In confequence
of this change in the deftination of the expeditiop, Co-
Jonel Leflie was ardered ro take his route through Be-
rar, inflead of purfuing the dire@® eafy road through
Malva ; and, for the firft time, Madajee Scindia, the
chief of that diftrict, was declared by Mr. Haftings, to
have had no friendly intercourfe or connection with the
Company; and that he was always reprefented as a
partizan with Nana furnefe, againft them, and in fa-
vour of the French. ‘

July 7. Advice arrived from Mr. Baldwin, the
Company’s agent at Cairo, on the 7th July, which,
however, proved premature, that war had been declared
between France and Britain.—Mr. Francis recurred ta
his original motion, and wrged che neceflity, in confe-
quence of that event, of recalling the detachment for
the defence and protection of the Company’s principal
object. The Gevernor and Mr. Barwell perfited as
before, and ordered it to halt in Berar ; while the Pre-
fidency of Bombay were, by order of thefe very per-
fons who compofe the ‘majority, declaring war, and
committing hoftilities, on the faith of recciving affift-
ance from this very detachment, which, for that fole
purpole, aﬁe{tﬁbb{, was put under their abfolute au-
friie AT b (SR R T S
S July
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July g. At a time when, in confequence of the ad-
vices trom Cairo, it was expeéted that the defence of
the Company’s poff:ffions would occupy the delibera-
tions of the Supreme Council, to fecure their dominion
and crade againft French invafions; Mr. Haftings pro-
duced a laboured hiftory of the Ram-rajah, the confti-
tution of the Marrata empire, and fome remote pre-
tenfions of Moodajee Boofla, by confanguinity, to the
Marrarta fovereignty. And concluded with a propo-
fal to enter into a treaty with Moodajee Booflz, who
(he alledged) was at perpetual and inveterate warfare
with the Regency of Poonah, and with the Soubah of
the Deccan, with whom the Company  were yet in
terms of friendlhip by alliance and folemn treaties.
And that a'Company’s fervant fhould be immediately
difpatched to him, with plenipotentiary powers to that
purpofe. - <

A fyftem of policy fo contrary to common fenfe,
common juftice, and common faith, is difficult to be
juftified.  If the Marrattas with a French alliance, were
acknowledged by Mr. Haftings,  to be capable of refu-
Jing acquiefcence to,” and ‘¢ obfirulling upon an equality of
power, the Britifb vicws in Hindoftan,” what muft the fame
power, in conjunction with the Soubah, who is the rich-
eft prince in India, and the probable junion of the Sou-
bah’s moft particular friend and infeparable ally Hyder-
Alli-Cawn, produce to the Company’s difadvantage, to-
ward the total fubverfion of the Britith empire in Afia ?
Muft not fuch meafures render the Marrattas; not oaly
irreconcileable and inveterate, but defperate? Would
not the union of thefe three powerful ftates, eafily over-
run the Carnatic, and reftore to the Soubah the five
northern Circars, which the Company now enjoy ?
And after the reduction of alt the Company’s forts and
garrifons on each fide of the peninfula, would not that
uiiited power confine the ‘remaining influence of the
E 2 Company
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Compauny to the Bengal provinces, and parhaps render
them infecure ? Such an event, confidering the thackles
which the Company have impolitically held upon rheir
allies in the interior countries, and the pinioned princes
of the Carnatic, would, withour a deviation from good
faith and honour, rejoice their’ hearts,, in the profpect
which a native fuperiority would offer to their emanci-
pation and enfranchifement. s ST )

July 1o. Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, on the 1oth
July, argued againft cthe propofals of Mr. Haftings on
the preceding day, and urged the neceflity of putting
Bengal in a ftate of defence, recalling the detachment,
and fending a reinforcement from Madras -to Bombay,
to al? folely on a defenfive plan. .

July 11. " The next day, the fubject was revived and
canvaffed, with a motion for recalling the detachment:
Mr. Wheler defired time to confider the pature and ex-
tent of the intended ‘treaty, before he pofitively deter-
mined ; in which he was joined by Mr. Francis. The
majority refolved on a treaty, and that Mr. Elliot be
appointed to negociate it. - The plan was not produced.

" July t8. Mr. Haftings having prepared powers and
inftructions for Mr. Elliot’s embafly to Berar, produced
them at the Board the 18th July, and were voted by
himiclf and Mr. Barwell againft a ftrenuous oppofition
by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. * It appeared upon
thefe documents, that the treaty was to extend gene-
rally, to offence and defence 5 that Roganaut-row was
1o be fet afide; that Meodajee Boofla was to be placed
at the head of the Marratta empire, and to be fupported
in his pretenfions againft the Company’s ally, the Sou-

@ st ati "bah

* Mr. Wheler’s minute is firong, pathetic, and fenfible, againft
the treaty and the expedition. oo :
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bah of the Deccan., This plan of new, hoftile, and ex-/
tenfive operations, which inftantly tended to.involve.
all India, was propofed and urged by Mr. Haftings, ac
the beginning .of a French war, and at a:time chac all
India beheld the Company’s growing power and ufarpa-
tions with tearful, jealous eyes, without any availing
and dire& meafure taken or propofed, for the effe&ual
fecurity of Bengal, or any other of the Company’s poi-
fefions . During all this time, the detachment halted
at Chatterpore; a few days march from: the Jumna.
It appeared from Col. Leflie’s letters, that Mr. Haft-
ings muft have been perietly acquainted with all the
tranfactions of the army ; particularly in his letter of
goth June, where he fays, < That be will critically ob-
¢ ferve the Gevernor’s private inflrutions, in communicat-
¢ ing with bim, one poft before be does with the Board ,. in
¢ order that be may bave time to obferve upon ity before it
¢ reaches the Board, &c.”” Yet at the Board, the Go-
vernor conftantly defended hims and - recommended to
the Board to approve Colonel Lieflie’s violent and hof-
tile atcack upoa the town and forerefs of Mow, under
the prote€tion of the Marrattas, although the Gover-
nor could not bat be acquainted with the true motives
of that barbarous depredatory meafure.

Auguft 17. A letter from Bombay, dated 25th July,
was recewved in Calcutra the 17th Aug, faying, ¢ That
s they bad declared the treaty of Poonab <violated, and
¢ no. longer | binding on the Company 5 that they bad
 determined to accept the offers of Moraba and other
¢ Chiefs, who bad declared in  favour of Rogonaut-
“row s

¢

4+ To fave appearances at home, and to glofs over his own mea- .
fures, Mr. Haftings propofed feveral ‘unavailing and ineffeual
modes prepatatory to_deéfence; while,” at' the fame time, he con~
njvéd:at.diimantling. the grand atfenal of the actual arms. - A pare-
rative of tranfattions .in the erdnance department will appear .in.

fupport of this allegation

U
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“row; and accordingly had determined to accompany
“ bim with an army to Poonab, the beginning of Sep-
< tember.”  Notwithftanding Mr. Haflings’s projeéted
treaty with Moodajee Boofla, he warmly approved the
plan for reinftating Roganaut-row ; yet he reprefented
Roganaut-row’s caufe as defperate, and the meafures of
the Prefidency of Bombay, < as equivalent 10 a refo-
< Iytion to do mothing.” 'The meaning of which is,
that he fupported meafures which he knew would not
take effiect.  Bur, probably, he trufted that they might
fave his proje@ed detachment, at the hazard of the
Bombay army, Bombay itfelf, and all the Company’s
fa@ories on that fide of India.. By letters from Colonel
Leflie it appeared, that the gentlemen of Bombay had
direéted him to proceed in a dire¢t courfe to Poonah,
inftead of the route through Guzzerat to Baroach, or
Surat, as had been pre-determined.

In council, on the g1ft Auguft, fome refleGtions hav-
ing been made by Mr. Francis on Colonel Leflie’s ex-
traordinary delay at Chatterpore, the Board agreed with
him, that the caufes deferved to be enquired into.

And on the 2d September, in the courfe of a warm
debate on the ftay of the detachment at Chatterpore,
Mr. Haftings uniformly defended and fupported Co-
lonel Leflie, and with much apparent confidence in his
conduct, referred to the event to juftify ir. It after-
wards appeared from the letters of Colonel Leflie, that
all thefe defences were fallacious and deceitful. Ina
letter dated at Chatterpore, the 3oth July, Colonel
Leflie tells Mr. Haftings, bluntly, ¢ That be bad the
s« Governor’s own private and public approbation of all the
< meafures, which be bad fince condemned and execrated
s pitserly.”” He added, ¢ zhat be bopes for the Governor’s
s own reputation, that be beheves tice offersions of ignorance,
¢ prefumption, and rapacity, imputed to bim (the Colonel)

2 €% i”’
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« i5 Captain Palmer's letter, 1o ke true, for the following
<% [ines in the fame letter from Capt. Palmer to Capt. Cocke-
s< yell, fay, That my difgrace is determined on, either by the
<< recall of the detackment, or by my [uperceffion in the com-
s mandy and that the efforts of friendfbip alone, not a
s poffibility of my being inngcent of thefe charges, protrafls
<< the meafure, and fufpends your refolution””  This quo-
tation from Captain Paimer’s letter muft’ have been
very early in July, or the latter end of June. It ma-
nifeftly proves, thatthe moft facred trufts were facri-
ficed to private views, and private friendfhips, as the
declarations by the Governor’s moft confidential fecre-
tary, muft have had his aathority.

® From the 22d September to the 5th O&ober, no
materia) advices from: Colonel Leflie had tranfpired.
He had altered the pofition of his camp, but without
any apparent intention to purfue the march. The hof-
tility committed by him in the province of Bundle-
cund (the Country of Diamonds) being as reprehenfible
as the delay, and other circumftances, Mr. Francis
urged again, that his condu¢t thould be enquired into 3
but at the particular requeft of Mr. Haftings, #0 defer
it, that influence predominated. Having received ac-
couats of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to nego-
ciate the treaty with the Rajah of Berar, Mr. Haftings
moved in council, that the commiffion be continued,

and another perfon appointed to carry it into execu-
tion.

It is a juftice due to fuperior merit, to digrefs in
this place, in order to lament the too carly fate of one
of the moft promifing characters, and clevated genius,
which dignify humanity ; and to fympathize with his
relations and acquaintances ; for all who knew him were
his friends, as well as ftrangers, to whom report only
yielded an opPortuniCY of admiring his virtues and ca-

pacity,
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pacity',' forthe'death of Alexander Elfiot, "Ef.* ~ He’
ella mareyrito? patriotifin, ‘and fidelty o his enmiploy-
crs —Affigted with'a" diordér [ calizt fo ‘the Eilt,’
which undlmtcé tbilios bBAraEtons,, and n the cure
requires too ¢5pisusan aﬁvp‘hcanon of mgr&ury ; h1s
duty (as he thought} prenﬂed over reafon, in’ under-
taking @ Jong 'and harr’ﬂma }ournéy, in the dc!u%d
feafon, withoat th&poﬁbihty of‘acCommoditiods fuit-”
ed to his ftate. After leaving the Conipany’s ctx‘rrto-
sies, 'he difcdvered'that Gowérior' Chevalier, who‘had’
fecretly efcaped from Charidefnamore, Wiy purﬁJm‘O‘the
fame route,” before-him. * Knowmg the ambxtious de-?
figns of that man; and'the accurate knowlédge'he had’
acquired in the politics of India, thefe fuggﬂhons in-.
ftigared’ Mr. hlltot to endeavour,-at all events, ‘fo féxze
his' perfon, dreading ‘that  his’ liberty “and arrival i’
France'might be attended ‘with“the worft confequences®
to the'Company’s'affairs, and thé'views of Bmam, in
ladia.  He moved on by forced and fatiguing jour-?
néys, 'ftill tracing and approaching Mr Chcvahcr—
Unfortunate|v, Avhen he had’the ‘chace in‘view, oue of °
ihe'large rivers oft Catac, obftruéted his progrefs; by
afudden overflow of 'its waters. . Zedland refolution ac-’
tuaced +him; regardlefs of ‘the ftate of his body," and
the medicines ‘which he ‘had ufed, “ahd ¢he exertion of
ftrength ‘and” aétivity 'which the ftemniing 'of a ‘ra-
pid fiream required, he undertook and 1uccceded “in
fwimming ovér the river, with d few of his ‘attendants
and fepoys — Fle found Mr. Chevalier at'the metropolis
of Carac 3 and-although efcorted only by 4 company of
fepoys, he claimed ‘the-perfon’of ‘Governor Chevalier
trom the Rajah, ‘with fuch fenfible and manly argu-”
ments in {upport thereof; that the Rajah yielded to Mr!
Elliot’s eloquence; as fuperior to that of Mr, Chévalier,
and furrendered hifm 'up. As Mr Elliot had but a!
# : {mall

a *® Son to the late Sir Gilbert Elliot.
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fitiall efcort, and the longeft and moft dargerous part
of his journey yet to eacounter, he could not, without
facrificing the obje@ of his commilfion, return a gpa'rj
to condué Mr. Chevalier and his companion Mr, Mo2
neron to Calcutta; therefore he engaged their - paroles
in writing; to furrénder themfelves 2s prifoners of “war
within“a limitted timé, to the Governor-general. —
Mr. Chevalier and Mr. Moneron performed their- en-
gagements’; Mr. Elliot ‘purfuéd his routé for Berar;
and died a few days thereafter. Thus, by an exertion
worthy of Mr. Elliot, did he lofe his own life, the Com-
pany’ a2 moft able and faithful férvant, and his country
aloyal fubje@. ' And Mr. Haftings, with oppofice
fentiments, accomthodated his friend Mr. Chevalier,
with'a fafe and {peedy paffage to Verfailles, = A mode
of conveyance which Mr. Chevaliet could not have at-
chieved in thrice the time, if at all, had he been fuf:
fered to wander through the interior of Indiz in dif-
guife, i

On the 4th O&cber, M. Haftings withdrew his
motien for continuing the ¢tommiffion, and fending
another perfun to execute it 5 but he perfifted, notwith-
ftanding, in forming the alliance with Moodajee Boof-
la. 'Although he had difcovered, and; in confequencé
thereof, declared, ¢ That it was always more advanta-
< geous to wait for folicitations, than to wiake aduances.”

The new. inflrattions mow propofed for thé mdrch
of the detachment, will be found to defeive particilar
attention. * Tl tendency of ther was, that the de:
tachment fhounld be l¢ft under thé orders of the Prefis
dency of Bombay, for the exprefs purpofes of fup-
porting any plan or defign for the reftoration.of Ro-
gandut-row, and to provide for the imimedikte fafery

¢ Vide the minute upon record.
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of Bombay, againft a French invafion: - Upon this oca
cafion, Mr. Haftings, for the firlt rime, avowed a dif-
truft of Colénel Leflie, with an_indirect. profeflion of
4n intention to remove him. ‘ : 3 SUS
Otober 12. “Tlowever important the fubjeét, con-
fidering the charge and power with which Colonel Lef-
lie was’ intrufted, no refolution. was taken to remave
him ‘from the command, untl the 12th O&ober,—
Mr. Haftings, upon that occafion, inforqu the Board,
« That it bad béen the will. of God to. blaft. bis defigns by
<< means which no buman prudence could bave forefeens and
< apainft which be had therefore provided zo refource.?
Yet heaffirmed, ‘< That the effeils of the detachment will
<< i1l anfwer bis moft [anguine hopes, .and that the meafure
“iflf s ‘as advifeable now, and more Jo, thow, whepit
“agas firt .adopted””  Mr. Francis, with his wonted
Zeal, by a'moft able minuté, urged againft meddling,
dire&ly ‘or indirettly, in the differences and pretenfions
of the Marratta chiefs and minifters amongft them-
felves. * . ¢ He briefly recapitulated his contimued and
invariable oppofition to a caufe, and meafures, fo ins
confiftent ‘with found policy, and the real interefts and
fecurity of thie Company’s poffeflions and trade, through
+ Loy o7l o £ RUG Agvcry

**T'ie” Company’s pbfitive injunctions in’ thc._&én‘eral letter to
Madras, dated z7¢h June 1470, agaifit offenfive and officious Al
ances, are peculiarly adapted to the fentiments exprefled by M.,
Francis, viz, ¢ W¢ bave only bere 10 enjoin. you,. 10 Gwoid; as much
€€ a5 in you lies, bocoming partivs.in any. difpute.betagecn the posuirs
<« in'India ;" aud'to pay the moff firilf obedience 10 our orders, for
S5 confiniing) vur witaws o the prefint pofiffionss’ the peacs and J-
€ eurity of which are the utmofp Jeope of onr wifbes; as :bgf&»‘i}l
neceffarily tend 1o adyancethe commerciul and-wital interefls ofthe
Company ” A o b AR TP (O S ¥ T
gt M Haftings'was fecond in Council at M dras, upen the 18th
‘April,. §7711, When this letter was' guoted-in zfréar and' fatisfattory
juftification of the fentiments and\condu of ithat Board; arid," for
tua: purpofe, entered upon their proceedings, ;
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every fucceflive ftage therecof. He. ftated the difap-
pointment and failure in the pretended fupport of Ro-
ganaut-row and his partizans, their difperfion, and the
imprifonment of his principal adherents in Poonah,—
That, by advice from Colonel Leflie, the detachment,
in four months, had only marched 120 miles,. at the
expence of 12 lacks of rupees, or 3 lacks per month;
that they were oppofed by 2 numerous body of Mar.
rattas and natives ; and that they had yet abave a thou-
{and miles to march over.” Mr. Francis then defired in-
fermation onfeveralinterefting points—How money was
to be fupplied 2—how pravifions were to be conveyed ¢
~-what probability there was, that the Rajah of Berar
would receive and entertain them as friends and alies, or
give them a paffage through hiscountry ? oreven, ad-
mitting thefe faéts to be refolved favoyrably, ¢« Whether
Mr. Haftings believes confidently, that if the army fhall
meet with no interruption in its march, it will get to
Bombay, in time to afford relief to that place, if it fhall
be attacked, or that anattack had been preconcerted by
the' allied forces of the French and the Marrattas
Ttis "a truth well known, that ic is with violénce to
themfelves, and difficulty to' their officers, that fea-
poys will embark 'upon the fea, if at all. If the army
had-marched, as was originally intended, to Baroach
or Surat, which are in the Guzzerat country, their dif-
tance from Bombay would not only bevery great, but
more difficult, by reafon of almoft “inacceflible defiles
and pafles between hills; “and the entire fpace inhabited
by a numerous martial people, in that degree that they
could not yield more fpeedy fuccours to Bombay, than
if they were cantoned in the Bengal provinces.

Oftober 19. Chatterpore, which is the capital of
Bundlegund, is fituate near the weftern confine of that
province. Its ditance from Calcutta may be computed
at twenty days ordinary journey for a native courier.

g Here
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Here the detachment had long lain. . :Col.. Lefliefs laft
letter “was_Ind before the Board npon the 19th O&o-
ber, Wherein he flated the caufes which serarded his
rﬁargh, -and accounts for his not hav}ng keing hereto:
fcir% more explicit in his communijcation. to the Board,
faying, ¢ That be bad furwifbed M. Heffings, at his
“own fpecial defire, .o particular. journal of occurrences,
¢ and therefvre bad trufled to kim for [fuch, explanations as
¢°the Biard might defire to know.”. The Colone} exprefied
nd apprehenfion of Mr, Haftings’s refentment, or of any
effcéts it could produce; .bur, on-the, contrary, fet
Jiim ac open defiance in plain terms, and refufed to hols
plivate _cfu'gi‘cf?gngehcg:)yj@h him any, lopger,

"'O&ober 22. The, Governor .having, recejved intis

matidn of the death of Colonel Leflie at Chatterpore, on
t.e 3d O&ober, laid that information, and the Colo<
ner's privace letters, before the Board,. on. the 22d;
aiioiph the evenc had been known in_the native cir-
cl¢ of Caltutta, and therefore to the Governor, moft
probibly, i veral days before 3 andit is a general con-
Jriurg, ,ﬁf{tﬁ:h;jﬂt?p{ﬁ?i]i(f of his recovery was effec:
tualiy ¢ladiifhed as an inevitable confequence, in the
Go.ernor’s mind, at the time he confented. ta his dif-
‘i fion fropf the command of the army, on the 1ath
O&ober, SO b o< by

s
LAY,

November 2. Colopel Goddard, as fecond, having
fucceeded 1o the chicf command of the detachment,
“"upon the death of Coloriel Leflie, he adviied that he
found the milicary treafure-cheit. cmpiy ;. that he was
obliged to draw -bills for the fubfiftence of his troops ;
that there were upwards of 1000 feix,oys in the hofpital
and that, under thele jrconveniences, he had, notwiths
ftanding, procecded on his march 0, 83gury, yiv

~

0nPa
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On the r2th November, the Governor propofed an
arrangement for fupplying the detachment with money
by rendittances t Nagpore, the capital of Berar.—~If
it was ‘not irtendedthat ‘the army fhall halt in that
country,’ the” meafure was “abfurd, ‘becaufe if the de-
tachment was to march ‘without interruption to Bom-
bay, it would be arrived there before remittances from
Calcttra’ could reach Berar. ~ The propofitior. exprefied
an‘immedidte want of money, and to receive it in two
months from this"date, at a place confiderably more
than a' thoufand ‘miles from the place of deflination.
One would almoft fuppofe, that this propofition argued
deliberate purpofes to wafte the Company’s treafures,
in the fame manner as the original expedition feemed
cal¢ulated to confume their army.

November 6."" A ‘private letter from Colonel God-
dard, of the 22d O&ober, with others from Moodajee
Boofla’and his 'minifters, to the Governor, were laid
before‘the Board. ‘The ‘Governor propofed to renew
the negociation with Moodajee Boofla, on the princi-

les’' of Mr. Elliots inftruions ; although it ‘was but
up6n the 7th of 1aft month,’ that he had declared, ¢ /¢
““wwonld be more advantageous to wait for' folicitations-than
$¢ Jo make advances”™ And he propofed, that Colonel
Goddard have charge of the negociation, with full
powers to conclude.

Mr." Francis and Mr. 'Wheler oppofed the motion,
bt it ‘was carried againft them.—They then objeéted
to the private correfpondence carried on between the
Guvernor and the commanding officers of the Com-

any’s troops, thus detached out of the provinces, with-
out any fixed deftination,’ or principle of a&tion.—The
private mode of correfpondence, “fo univerfally exated
and pra&ifed by Mr. Haftings, with the commanding
officer of the detachment, ought to be as much an ob-

Ject
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Je& of confideration, -as it. certainly was of fufpicion-
Que of the.ohjedting members obferved with great juf~
tige, ¢ That it was very difficult and difireffing to0 thoft
< members . of countil, who difapprove: of Juch a proceed-
S ing, to.exprefs . their. difapprobation: of ity inl termS
“< that do not. imply perjonal diffruft of their Prefident.
“ There was no language (be [aid) in which, a totdl
S wwgnt of confidence in bis perfonal honour and wera-
< city, can, be. conveyed, without a direc? affront o bim.”
M, Francis, - in-his. minute’ of* this day, . objected
to. the continuance  of this correfpondence, . in the
moft guarded and moderate terms, and more with'a
view to exculpate himfelf, than from any hope of in-
fluencing Mr, Haftings’s conduét.—The practice is fo
evidently wrong, and fo capable of being dangerous,
and alfo open to many obvious ill confequences, thatit
needs no iluftration.—By the private letters which Mr.
Hattipgs produced on the 22d Qétober, (which may
{ayc.becn feleéted, as his private letters to Colonel
_eflie were not laid before the Board) it appeared that
he poflefled material information in many inftances,
which ougbt to bave had direft and immediate com-
munication to the Governor-general and Council. ‘'The
Jetter of zoth July in particular, eftablithes two very
interefting fa&ts. 1ft, That, whereas Mr. Francis ap-
pears on the face of the confultations, to obferve Colo-
nel Leflie’s  condu& with attention, and to cenfure it
with fome degree of feverity, while Mr. Haftings con-

- ftantly fupported and defended him ; it is neverthelefs
true, thar at leaft fo early as.the end of Juae, Mr. Haft-
‘j'rxags‘ mult have thought infinitely worfe of Celonel Lef~
lie’s conduct, thaneven Mr. Francis, who had no light
to gpide him, but the public letters. 2dly, That where-
as Mr. Haftings, about the ead of June, if not.fooner,
it have conceived the very worft opinion pofiible of
Colonel Leflie, he took no ftep to remove him trom the
« gommand till the r2th O&ober, when, in all probabi-
. lity,
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fity, he wasthoroughly affured that there was no pofi-
bility of hisirecavery, if his intelligente did not amount
t0.a certainty that.he was then dead®" *So that, ‘in"his
own principles, ‘he muft havelefe the'condult of this
moft important interprize in the hands Qf d'mat, whom
he does not fcruple to accufe of tgnorance; prefumptivn,
nd:napabci ! 165 UAR0 TIGY IR AR A Tran
- K15 } 2 f 3 {ROGIV {- I3RS
« :A'motion was fent in circulation by the Govethor
on the23d Novembery torrevoke ’the’*po\ver‘dél”égztéé
on tha 15th Oteber; te che Prefidéficy of Bombay, of
commanding the march and routéof the derachiment,
Mr. »Francis.and=Mr."Wheler protetted againft jt, as
not -only«inconfiftentawith all ‘the principies Hitherto
avowed;»and with thic oftenfible objets hererofore pro-
pofedtobe accomplified by the' éxpedition, but'as wpt
correfponding - with, ‘orcapable of being jultified, b
the reafons affigned for it. | Lt the dire&ion"of ' this
friotion; -and: the:réalobs in fuppdrt of it, be ‘conpare
with the language:held by Mr. Haftings, ‘ot the” 12t
October laft, wheb he violently cénfured the Prefidéncy
of Bombay, for not puthing matters (o extremity againft
theMarratea regency infavour of Roganatt-row, and
howmuichbpains he took to fix refponfibitity upon them
for. paft-and:furure: mifearriages ih'the operatiotis’of
the detachment:. \He faid, < They bave done Bo¥¥iriy.
86 ey bave attempred Wotking.  Thyy huv nbithdy wiail-

'3 SEANN f ‘1“?4%‘?.
12l Si Ry 2 13 Aprish e LRl AL

e s Sermm bt aiine sy dentwpiodd
<% "Phis Circamftabict il dmic a fevere fuf\Picwx.l, and ;mply. 3

dangerousiconnivance.  F¢ iftrongly itdptes” a” confidence of Colo-
nel Leilic’s death,  before the accouhts ‘of ' his*dilmiffion from ‘the
command could reach Chatterpore, |, +A violeh t man . impreficd with
teferitment, 'and wounded by his difgrace, wauld -be i tool.ept 5
blab@angeréud cruths. | AAY thefe {ufpicions ate hei g‘h‘ten‘e’dﬂth
mence’ &id defiance WHich uivé prétey platnly douéiied fn Hit
lg"tfsrp,ﬁpa ticularly that of the: 3otk of! July, where,  confident 'of
holding _fn{t by a fecres, on which he could rely, he fhook off st}
ﬁrain_t{ ¢ 4 .

a1
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< ed themfelves, nor wifbéd - to avail 'themfelves  of
s events.  They bave no infirument left,snor any incli-
¢ potion to feek for ome. In fhort, we are abandoned
<« by them, after. all. that we bave ‘done for . their re
¢ lief.’—And the indignation with which he:pretend-
ed on the fame day to refent a fufpicion: expreffed by
Mr. Fraiicis, that the detachment was really never meant
to proceed to Bombay ; which Mr. Haftings replied to,
in thele lofty words :° ¢ If there are men in England fo
¢ devoid of common fenfe, as: to fuppofe ‘it pofible  for
¢ me to bave formed a plan oftenfibly profeffed for the af
<< fifance of Roganaut-row, but really meant as a’ cover
< for otber defigns, let them.  Whboever: they cbe; or in
< ‘whatever relaiion they may frand to’ this govermment,
¢ fuch opinions will give me no kind of : concern? If
thefe expreflions were not meant as a mafk upon/ treas
chery of the deepeft fhade, they arofe from a ‘cons
fcioufnefs of guili;; and prémeditated ' abufe, - which
therefore nothing but the moft infulting effrontery could
brave.  Indeed, they are only/d fpecimen of -his uni<
form conduét fince the death of Sir John Clavering. .

~

By a letter received the 3oth November from Mr.
Lewis, the atting refident at Poonah, dated'the 27th
Ottober, the following information “is conveyed ?
“ By orders from Governor Hornby, 1 bave fent away alf
& the fepoys who came with Mr. Mofyn, and  am in
¢ bourly expeclation of being recalled myfelf, as the Go-
< wernor writes me, that the Secret Cemmittce bave des
s termined on alling againff this governmnt” Thus,
in virtue of the difcretionary powers, and the vios
lent and pofitive inftructions accompanying it, which
were fent to the Prefidency of “Bombay on the 18th
March, cccording to the prediffion of Mr. Francis, in his
remark on the 6th article of the inftru&ions, that Pre-
fidency declared war deliberatcly againft the Marratta
empire, oL w e o . i

From
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From the 15th November.to.the.21ft Decembcr, the
Board received but one letter from. Colonel Goddard,
dated the 5th November, by which it only appears, zbat
he was engaged in, hoftilities with Palagee Pundit; who
harraﬂEd his march with 5000 Marraua horfe; and, on
the fame day, Mr. Haftings. produced a private. letter
of the 16th November, from Colonel Goddard to bim-
/élf.  The. detachment was then .at Beerfea, 25 cofs,
or 50 miles from the Narbudda; his.march ftill inter-
rupted, and his fupplies cut off by Palagee Pundit, He
fays, that he had recelvcd friendly letters from Mooda-
jee Boofla, but that ic was plain he would rather fome
agreement was enteredsinto.for: his fecurity, before the
ariy marched into his tcm;ory An evident mark of
diftruft. .

On the, fame day, Mr Haﬁmgs produced the copy
ofa letrer. from Moodajee Bogfla.to Calonel Goddard
dated the. 23d November,, which had .been |forwarded.
direét.from Na gpore to Caleutca, ,-He lays before Co-
lonel Goddard, in the ﬁ‘ronoe& colours, adetail of the
preparations makma by the - Poonzh Government, to
oppole his march, and of the dangers and difficulties
which he muft expe& to meet with.* He declines join-
ing. him with, a body of his troops; obferving that it
would produce .no good effedt, but would remove the
veil trom the bufinefs, and leave their defigns expofed 5
thag it would deftroy the friendthip eftablifhed between
him and LhC Paithwa, and the Nizam-ul-Muluck, Sou-
bah of the Deccan, and expofe his dominions to the ra-
vages of the armies of the Deccan and. the Paxfhwa, in
Brrar and at the. Gauts : Finally, he advifes Colonel
Guddard towrite all thefe particulars to Calcutta, and
G h wait

* Thefe deﬁgns and preparations were diverted by the appmach
of the Bombay expedition.” Otherwife it is beyond 'a doubt, Lhat
Colonel Goddara’s expedition matt have failed.
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waic for orders from thence, and until their arrival, 1q
gontinte on’the banks of the Warbudda, -In the mean
timé, tie recommends ro Colonel Goddard to'write an
amicable letter' to'the Palfhwa, 1o defire'a fafe paffage
through his dominions to Bombay, with aflurances that
the march of the detachment had no other objeét than
to ftréngthen the place againft the defigns of the French.
After this-explicit explanation, by the Rajah' of Beérar,
15 it queftionable, whether, Mr. Haftings” did ‘nor; in
évery ftage of this bufinefs, ‘urog and ,ﬁ;imgla,tc the peo-
pleinBombay, toforce-on a Marratta war at alfevents,
and to 'underrakerthe 'wild and rafh. expedition from
thence' to Poonah, let the event be ever fo fatal,” for
the exprefs purpofe of drawing the main force and at-
-tention of the Marrattas to that objet only, and by
that means fo fecure the march of his own projeéted
detachment in fafety, and without moleftation.  An
effe@ which the defeat of the Bombay army, ‘and the
redyétion of Pondicherry and Mahé, a¢tualiy produced.
This allegation involves a heavy eharge.” ‘In the defear
of the Bombay army, the difgraceful condition to which
they were reduced, and in the violarion of public faith,
the Company and the Britih natian have fubmitted to
an indehble ftain on' their fame, in every ‘hanourable
{feafe, which time will, with difficulry, be fcarcely able
to obliterate. ® ; : (A
£ ety i After

# To thew, as well the dreadful opinion congeived of Englifh
faith; a4 the jjuff and amicable di/poiftion of the Poopah Goyern-
meng an; ahitrat from pwd. letters, -written by the Paithwa to. Go-

«vernot Haftings, réceived in Calcutta on the 7th and 12th Decem.
ber curtent, referred to in the Appeadix, A, No. 4,a0d 5, will ap-
ply alfo in"this place as notes. ‘ B :

FIRST LETTER,

¢ T call God to.witsiefs, that, out of regard to the friendfhip and
s alliance of the Company, and the Engiilh Chiefs, I ditmified

v he French Envoy, without negotiating, or even converfing with
£ R LD £ ¥ him,
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. Aftei‘ producing this copy of a letter from, l?ogd;‘-’
jee Boofla to Colonel Goddard, Mr. Haftings informed
the-Board,  that Moodajee Boofla, notwithitanding all
his former affertions; and declarations in his praife and
sdig90i22 ¥ ot s si1 A favour,
)0 04U R S i.. : y: i 2', :’,(‘ il

4 Himd. < T habe litely Heard, ' that fome of ysur people (Colonel
¢¢ ;Leflie) have hoftilely poflefied themfelves of the fort of ' Calpeé,
¢ which belongs to this government... This meafure s widely re-
¢_moved from the faith of the folemn treaty exccuted by the Eng-
Clithl When the ‘Governor of Bombay, in former'times, ‘put on’
47 the ‘mafk ‘of fri¢ndihip) for the purpoies of deceit, and aided thd
¢ enemy of ) this. government, fcg'arding yéw, Sir, as, fuperior to
«¢ all, the osher,chiefs, I made peace and .friendfhip with yos, and
¢ thefe arc the fruits produed by this friendip 7 *

“ e Y od write, ‘that the maintaining of friendthip #1d #ri& union
¢ betweell our Itates; s Yout refolve. LTsiit] in efed,  for the pre-
«¢/ feryvatiotiiof driendhip,. thrt. you- troubls -tlie. dominions of this
¢¢ government ? — Such a miode of condu® is inconfiltent with the
¢ maxims and ufages of high and illuftrious Chiefs.” " It is mutually
< incumbent_on us, to preferve inviolate the terms of the treaty.
$¢ Should any deviation arife theseln; they dre the effeds of the will
¢ and difpenfation of God.” ' :

b . SEEOND LETTEER. gy
' It I dhiverfally allowed, that' thefe is nothing In the wotld
d ‘more excellent than friendfhip and harmiony, which are bleflings
i< to mankind;in general, .. The maintenance of every article of the
S treatyy, is € oally incumbent oo both parties: It is not ftipulated
“ In‘any article of the treaty, that either party may fead forées
e through the dominions of the other, without'conflting him be-
¢¢Ifore hand; aid caufe trouble and diftrefs to the people. Ta
¢ what rule of friiendfhip can be attributed the ftationing ga'rrifons
‘¢ in_the country of the other party? What has, happened, is
‘¢« then' agreeable 10 Englith faith. — In' proof of this affertion, be
fejr'gbfertéd ‘tiat Cotonel Leffie has kept with' himi' Roganauc-
€ row’s vakeel; and, irr conjuntion with lim, collects money front”
¢ the dominions of this government, by intimfidating its fubje&s.
¢ This being the cafe; what becomes of your affurancés before tes
‘¢ cited 2> — Afies recapitulating oiany abufes and ¢irounyRances,
with juft reproaches, on the mode of adminiftering the Company’d
government in Calcutta and Bombay, he 'conclodes thus, — ¢ Iz
““ is the diflate of found policy, that you withdrew yosr trdops inte
¢ yosr oy tervitory.  Lhis will be a conwincing proyf of tbt;ﬁrz‘r;-
. g oyt 91 rity
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favour, was not the rcal Rajah of Berar, but only the

Naib- raJah or deputy, during a minority ; and that
he was then at the point of death.

<M. Franms ﬁndmg that all thls important intelli-
gence was not followed by any motion from the Gover-
nor,’ propofed two - queftions to the Board. - ¢ Firft,
That it appeared that Moodajee Boofla was not inclined
t0'join Colonel Goddard —Secondly, That it was Moo-
dajee Boofla’s opinion, that the continuance of Colo-
n¢l Goddard’s' march would be attepded with the great-
eft difficulties and.dangers.”  The objeét of thefe quef=
tions appears cvxdent, if they had not been refolved in
the negative, by Mr. Haﬂmgs and Mr. Barwell, o
have been to eltablifh the affirmative, as a ground for
recallingthe detachment, or fending it along the Nar-
budda to Baroach. ¢ .

. By Moodajce Boofla’s letter of the 23d November,
it is fingularly manifeft, that, on that day, or any day
before, he had not entertained even a remote idea of
breaking with the Poonah Government; that he was
alarmed for the fufety of his own country and very de-
termiced oot to join Colonel Goddard, and unwilling
to allow the detachm:nt o enter his country under any
pretext..  He fpeaks the language of a man of fenfe,
and he advifes and reprefents facts and apparent cir-
cumftances like a candid friend, and a lover of huma-
nity and juftice. But his’ feiters difcover no appear-
ance.of that intrepid firm chara&:er, which Mr. Haft-

ings;

< rity of your friendbip, and will fpread the fame of your geod name
“ throughout the univerfe. From the commencement of the govern-
¢ ment of the Paifbwa, they have entered into treaties awith many of
¢ the Chiefs of the Eaff and Weft, and'have never before experiens
¢ ced fuch a want of faith, from any one. — Nonever, to the pre-
“¢ fent time, Geviated from their engagements, .or been wikit ng. td
% ‘the'duties’of friendfhip and alliance. 1 he biame reis with you.”
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ings, (\mth delufive enthufiafm fccmmg}y) af::r;be&to
him, i his letter t Divigee Pundit; “the RS Jab’s ant
nifter, ‘on the 23d November, < 452 pe,fon Qflgpprow?
“ fpirit and bravery,”’ on which he'(Mr.'H 1{t‘r~gs)r;‘sroj
fefted to reft his hopcs, o tbrt be'would ardently catch at
<< the objells prefrr:ed 0" bis iew.” Ana though’ it Tray
be firictly crue, ‘as Mr. Haftings faid in'rhe Tamc lé!ttcr,
< That) in' the whole' of bis“own condult, he bad dngr{zd
<< from the common line of policy, in waking advances, when
“orbers in “bis' fitudtim would bave waited for folicite-
< tions3” * it does nBe appear that all his-advances, and
tlte ﬂatt(-'rlno objedt’ prclented to his - ambxtnon.‘have
produced either an “ardour, or a favourable 1mpre[}‘“o*1
on’the mmd of Moddajee’ Booﬂa. LN (STIREETAS

3

But if; after” all, Moodajee Boofla bc not the real
Rajah of Berar, it remained to be conﬁdercd, whether
the ftate of Berar could be bound by’any act of his3
or whether the alliance, offenfive and defenfive, which
Colonel’Goddard was direGted to form with him in the
terms of Mr. Ellior’s commiffion, . could be concluded
with'honour and fafety to the Company, when it was
previoufly admitted, that one of the parties had - no
right in"his own perfon, and the charaéter in which hc
appcared to conc]udc fuch alliance.

On the 28th December, the Governor moved: in
council, that two battalions be ordered from the bar-
racks jn' Calcurra, £ under the command of ‘Major Ca-
mac; 1o reintorce Colonel Goddard, in order to fapply
all Toffes which the detachment had fuffered by Coloael

2 Ledie’s

* Vide the Jetter in Appendu{, A No. 1.

1 The moft dittant ftation of all the Company’s garrifcus, from
the country. where Colonel Goddard’s. artay lay. . Befides that, the
mation had an immediate tendency to weaken and expofe the pria-
cipal fortrefs and capital, by which the Britith empire i India hra dng
{uipended.
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Leflic’s delays, and by the length of :their march. « That
they fould proceed to. the weftern frontier of  Palla-
moro, and there, wait the dire&ions of .Colonel God-
dard, either for_a junion with him,.for. the pratettion
¢f .Maodajee Boofia’s capital, or.to preferye the commu-
nication  with the Company’s: provinces. . Before the
queftion was put, Mr. Francis defired to {ee the returns
of the detachment, that the. Board.might know what
lofs it bad really fuffered, and on what grounds the re-
fgf@;ccmgnt was propofed.  But, no return; po letters;
no explanations of any kind, were produced., Mr. Bar-
well ‘declared, . That there was na indifpenfible neceffisy
< to influence the propofitions s and that if be was to form
<< bis opinion, fimply on the neciffity of the thing, be fhould
$.certainly wote againft the march of the troops.”. ‘Mr.
Haftings, under colour of an objeétian urged by Mr.
Francis, to the private correfpondence carried. on, be-
tween him.and the commanding officer, faid, ¢ That be
“<"bad been thereby difeouraged from affording the Board, in
¢ their collellive capacity, thofe lighis, which wpon.many
S¢ paints. were neceflary for their informasion.”’ . Liet the
world judge of,a declaration, fo daring.and bold,. from
the chief fervant of a company of merchants, acting in
immediate concert with a councjl, whofe opinions had
power to, over-rule his own. It will not admit of ani-
madverfion, the language being too plain and explicit,

as it was exprefled.

Other remarks of ferious confequences occur upon
the proceedings of this day. A reinforcement is;or-
dered, upon a fimple prefumption that the detachment
has fuﬂ":rcd a confiderable lofs. Nv return, or letters
are produced to prove it, and all Jights avowedly with-
held from the Board. Mr. Barwell; at the {ame time,
v¢ denies the necefficy of the meafure.” And Mr. Haftings
himfelf, in the courle of the debate, obferves, ' Thas
X e lofs bears ng degree of  proportion 1o the reiﬂforcememé

$¢-an
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¢ and bas, in effef?, beent inconfiderable”’  'The Q_uriaofc
of this feinforcement mult thirefore be, ‘to pﬁ:ﬁﬁd’iffq_“
the protedtion ‘of Nagpore, ‘the capital ‘of Berar; “or,
as'M¢_ Barwell exprefled i, “¢'to give rhat felurity'to the
“ ;’)’éﬂe‘ﬁon;' of* the' Berar'Chief, as to difpel every appreben-
¥ fion b may enterioin of the baftilities with which be midy
B threarened” " From thiefe explanations, it s 'to be
underfood, that the Rajah of Berar, who with the af-
fiftance’of the detachment,’ was to ovetfet the Matratta
ftate) and to invade’the dominiohs of thé Deccan Sou-
bah, ‘wants, naw, two battalions of the Company’s fe-
poys for the prote€tion of his own capiral, and the fe.
¢urity of ‘his dominions.’ e

December 31, 1778. " In confequence of the refolu-
fion of reinforcing Colonel Goddard’s detachment, ‘the
Governor moved, upon the 31t December, in‘council,
thit although' two battalions of fepoys were more than
€qual to the lofles fuftained by the detachment, yeét as
it may be advifeable to'guard ‘againft a// poffidle contin-
gencies, which it may, nort be {o eafy to provide for in
future, he therefore propofed’ that 700 rank and file,
fepoys, without ¢fficers or arms, be added to Major Ca.
mac’s two battalions; ‘and that in this unarmed and sn-
officered ftate, unaccompanied by any efcort, througha
long and hazardous country, to join Major Camac at
Bifinepore, from the Prefidency, Middpore, and Ba-
rampore.* ' .

Mr. Francis oppofed the meafure, by a nervous, pi-
thy'minate, in’ which he was fupported by Mr. Wheler,
e cenfured as' well the unmilitary ‘and dangerous ‘ex-
pedient, as the addition altogether. " "The miajority, 1t

y ; “"length,

* The firlt advance t6 Major Camac, to defray the charge of

this'reinforcement, was'436,793 currens rupees, equal £0 43,6801
{tesling, : 7 ;
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length, viclded to the reafonsurged againft the unarmed

and-vaoficered march, and comcn:s.d, that they march
uﬂb aris. » : .

On &e yth J':muary, 17,9, Mr Haﬂmgs mformcd
the Board, that by a letter trom Colonei Goddard;” da-
tcd the. 3o[h Novémber, the detachment was arnvcd
od the banks of the Narbudda; after a fatiguing march
through difficult palles in the mountains, and that he
-thcn faw no.mpediment to his croffing the river.

By Tetters of tbe 2d and 5th December, communi-
caled by 'Mr. Haftings on the 7th January, Colonel
Goddard informs thc Board, that he had croffed the
Narbudda, -and. was encamped on the fouthern banks

“that nver, within the territory of Berar, where he
\vauéd to: be informed of the Rajah’s final refolurion.
Hc fays, “ that all thy artillery and gun. carriages were
 muih /thtered and in want of repasry but that the nuii-
‘*h}' <0f Jick was. redmtd Jiam 1000 10 ehous 400.”

[“ The Governor prefented to the Board, a long and
Sm;reﬁmg letter from Moodajee Boofla, under dare the
5th December, Whlch wis received in Calcutea the 2d
1nftant. lnﬁcad of joining Colonel Goddard, the Ra-
jah ‘gives Mr. Haﬁmgs a great deal of goed advice,
boch moral and political, concerning the prefervation of
pedcc, fidelity ot engigements, Juftice, clemency, &c.
but in particular, ¢ be recomimends it to Lim to aét with
o delzberamn, and to p;opo;tzon bis weans - to bis end.v,
oblervigg,, «* that it is a proverh, that whatcver is delis
<« berately dome, is donz well”  The letter breathes fo
muich guod fenfe,’ humamty, Juﬁlce, and found doc-
trme, lhat in juftice to its author, it will obtain a place
in the appendix ; to which an auentive perufal is re-
commc;ndcd for, the fansfa&lon of . the reader,*

: On

. Vfde Appendix, A. No. 2.
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On the whole, it appears clearly; by thefe letters,
that the Rajah of Berar, never had an idea of the na-
ture and extent of Mr. Haftings’s views, much lefs of
waging war againft the Marratta regency, and the Sous
bah-of the Deccan, or of entering into any engage-
ments, with the Compary, that could lead him into'a
'ruprure with either of thefe ftatgs, his neighbours. In-
deed, Mr. Hattings, in:his recited letter of 23d No-
vember, avows, *<ubat the fiiggeftion originated [olely int
¢ bimfelfs that be laid it as a bait to the Rajok’s ambi-
S tiony that without obferving the common and necefJary
Sorules of policy, he bad advenced, unfolicited  and that be
5 bad trufbed ¥o the Rajol’s approved bravery and [pirit,
‘¢ ¢0 catch ardently at the objelt; which the Governor’s in-
s« genvity and perfonal friendfbip bad generoufly defigned for
< bis. aggrandifement.”’ . The Rajah, wifely preferring
peace in mediocrity, to the flattering but uncertain bait
thus offered to his ambition, underiook to vindicate
‘the:Paithwa from the defigns imputed to him by the
Company’s fervants, of a fecret connection with the
French, and earneftly offers his own mediation to ef-
fe€t a perfet reconciliation, an offer which fhould im-
mediately have been accepted of.  Thele fentiments in
the Rajah, fhould have been confidered as a ftepto-
wards taking a dircct part with his countiymen, if the
Company declined to acquiefte in his mediation, which-
Jtrongiy implied a diltruft in their faith and honour, as
atting under the fame infauable influence.*’ Ac all
events, he difclaims every thought of joining the Coul-
pany againft the Marratbas:  After enumerating' the
Adeverak chicfs, and their forces, who were prepared (to
oppofe Colonel Goddard, he exprefsly fuys, ¢ Thejunc-
s tion of a body of my forcés with Colonel Goddard’s, would

H “ gqvail

* The Rajah, accordingly, joined in the confederacy againg the
Company, when his offers of mediation were reje&ed, and he fouud
that the views of Mr. Haflings -wer: apparcently hoftile to a/f the
native flates of Hindoftan. :
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< quail nothing in the face of Juch large armies, bt would
< vnlysnvolve me in the greatef Joffes, yet meulber was it
¢ gdyifeadis for, Colonel Geddard to seturn, which wonld di-
“ mingfb the pwe and refpeél in which be was beld.” | In
the end, he tells, <<.tbat the times require, that a coneili-
sS.ation.toke place, with the Poonah munifters.””  Thus all
‘India beheld the critical fituation to which Mr Haft-
ings’s politics had precipirated the power, which, when
he entered upon the adminiftration thereof, was vener-
atedand courted by all, except Hyder-Alli-Cawn, who
dreaded it, 101913 -

* Suppofing, it. pofiible, that every objection to the
.mealure,-on the fcore of prudence or expediency, could
be anfwered or removed, or that any degree of fuccefs
fhould hereafter furnith an unexpected argument in its
- defence, there is ftill. another important point of view,
in which ‘it becomes the Company’s. dignity and wil-
dom to confider it. 'When Mr, Haftings engaged the
Company’s arms in offenfive wars, withoor neceflity or
provocation, when he implicated their government in
treaties and alliances with the Indian powers, of which
war, acquifition, and conqueft, are. the fole objeéts;
when he fer their troops. far away from the defence of”
their own territories, when he difturbed the peace of
India, and when he avowed a vain, ambitious purpofe,
o far as to declare, ¢ If the Britifb arms, and infinence
s bave fuffered a fevere check in the weftern world, it is
A8 the.more incumbent on 1kofe who are charged with the in-
8¢ yerfbs of Great Britain in the Eaft, to exert them[elves
< fonebe yetrieval of 1he national lofs.  Thet we bave the
<& meqns inodr powver. s Gnd that with fuch fuperior advan-

<% tages:as we. polfefs over every power which can oppofe us,

§ [ we

%) * This paragraph is the juft idea of a perfon who knew the fpirit

and effeét of t.he whole Srojg&s of ‘t'he Company’s leading .f:ryams
in India. It is borrowed, literally.
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<< we fhould not 4l mecely on the definfrue.” Did not Mr.,
Haftings, by ‘this déclatation], ‘fubver ‘the fundamental
principles of ‘the Company’s policy ?* Did ‘he nor'difo-
by their repeated and moft peremprory commands,
and cranfgrels every line of limitation which 'they'had’
preferibed for the adminiftration of their affsirsiin’ In2
dia? "It the affirmative (hould appear true, ‘the Court,
of Directors 'will undoubrediy” recall ‘to their rerhéms
brance, the principles on which the  Rohilla' war was
unanimoufly condemned by them, and how grof§ly their
Coademnation of that meafure-has been flighted. " They
will reflect on the nature and extenc of the truft repofed
in them by the Company, and by the nation ; and fe-
rioufly confider, on‘how precarious a foundation, the
Bricifh empire in Indid ftands,” when one daring indivi-.
dual can, athis pleafure,’ fubvert every priaciple ‘of
their government, violate their moft pofitive orders and
folemn inftructions, <contemn- their ‘authoricy, ‘and fet’
their power at defiance. © Ic'will not, it is to be hoped,
be too late for them to weigh the difgraceful and dan-
gerous confequences of uniting conftant condemaation
with conftant impunity, and ot continuing men-in fta-
tions' of the  higheft truft’ and dignity, whom, if ‘we
may rely on the opinion they have repeatedly exprefled’
of their conduct’and character, they ought not'to think
worthy of the loweft., ‘ |

January 11, 1779.  Mr. Francis, at a Board held
the r1th January, delivered a minute to be retorded,
in which his'fentiments are ftated at-large, refpecting -
Moodajee Boofla’s conduét, and the critical pofition of
the detachment, as well as that clearnefs of perfpicuity
and ability, which have diftinguithed his oppofition-and
general conduc.* *In this minute, the contents of i the
Rajah’s lerter are firi&tly canvailed, and a conclufion
drawn from them, that recalling the detachment would
i : be

+ Vide the minate in Appendix, AV No. 3. i
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be the moft advifeable ftep in a fituation which admits
of no one. eligible refolugion. | To. this; mminre;; the
Governory, as, the ftrongeft proof -he could; exhibit of
the unaniwerable fentiments and asguments,  compo-
fedly rephed thus : <7 bave fern Mr. \drancis's mis
« nute, ,4(14' dg ot i think. pecffary: or, proper. to reply
ff-;lt.”,i‘f-*’, BT ¢ " iwostwla {

ﬁl’n a;dgj‘ or two after, the Board received the firfk
ihtcﬂi?éhcs, by way of Madras, of the motion of an
Dy S PY i ¥ 3 2 f

army 'rog}}égmbay, to reinftate Roganaus-row in the
Regency of | Poonah. T :

Jahuary, 25. Letters of the s0th December, from,

M_oodéjce B{pqﬂa, were produced in Council on the 25thy
. January, confirming in the moft explicit terms, the.de
clarations he had made fome weeks before.in his letters
to Colonel Goddard and the Governory ftill urging the
neceflity of an accommodation with the Regency of
Poonah, - and. refuling to join che, Company againft
ghqfi\L 3 " On this day, the Governor, notwithftandipg his
profefled refolution, not to anfwer Mr. Francis’s minute
of the 11th inftant, quated and reprobated the opinion
contained in it, in terms full of paflion and contempt:
Yet with fo many new and material falts before him,
with fhe certain knowledge of Moodajee Boofla’s final
refolutions; and of the meafures taken at ' Bombay in
favour of Roganaut-row, he himfclf propofed nothing,
but left Colonel Goddard without orders or.inftructions

of any kind,i

I,)gttegs ,fr,om’ Bombay, of the 12th December, receiv-
ed about the 28th January, advifed-that cheir forces,
amounting to, 3910, officers “included, (had actually
taken' the field, to.condu&. Rogapaut-row to Poonah,
That they had come to that refolution.on the 12th Ocs
tober." That they had concluded a new treacy with-Ro-e
A (T PRI ganaut.
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ganaut-row. That their lateft idcelligence from Europe,
gavel them not the frialleft apprehenfion of danger to
Bombay in the abfence of their troops.. That the whole:
condut of the expedition; was entrufted 0 2 commit-
tee confifting of Meff' Carnac, Egerton, and 'Moftyn.
That whatever thrn affaits might take at Poonzh, they
fhould certainly require a confiderable augmentation of
their force to defend their new acquilitions, and ‘garri-
fon Bombay. = That Mr. Draper diffénted from the
whole' of the meafure. ~ And that Hyder-Alli-Cawn
continued to_fhew a difpofition Very favourable 'to the
French. They concluded with requefting the'govern-
ment of Bengal, immediately to fend them the annual
fupply. " Mr. Haltings declared bis intention of layin

fome propofitions before the Board, in a few' days, ia
confequence of ‘the préceding advices from Bombay. .

February 1, 1779. "By letters from Colonel God-
dard, dated the 6th Jatuary, communicated on the 1ft
February, it appearcd that he was flill in the fame pos
fition at Huffanabad, on.the banks of the Narbudda,
but that he propofed moving, in a few days, 'towards
Poonah. From an accurate’ map of the route, the dif-
tance from Huffanabdd to Poonah, "appears to be 470
Englith miles. ©'As the Prefidency of Bombay had re-
folved on the expedition, {0 early as the 12th O&ober,
and the: power of commanding the detachment having
then, not been countcrinanded, they were culpable in
not ordering matters fo, that the two armies fhould ap-
pear before Poonah at the fame time ; when, by a di-
vifion of the Marratta forces, it is highly probable, that
fuccefs would have attended the Company’s arms, But
this does not appear to have been any parc of Mr.
Haltings’s plan ; and the Prefidency of Bombay were
fo confidént of fuccefs, that they were unwilling to fuf-
fer aby others to participate, either in the emoluments .
or the ereditof it~ R : \
PEHRS i Ic
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Ic appeared alfo, by Colonel Goddard’s:letter, that
foon atter crofling the Narbudda, he bad:deputed Lieu-
tenant 'Weatherftone o Nagpore in- oraer 1o, prefs
Moodajee - Boofld to: conclude the treaty, and immedi~
ately to enter upon the execution of ity but.without
the {malleft fuccefs. Thar the Rajah dechined entering
into any treaty, or taKing any'acive part whatever, aill
further accounts fhuu,d arrive ficm Calecuiea, - Thag,
to colout this retulal, the Rajah pleaded the'part taken
by the Council of Bumbay, in favour of Roganaut row. 3
and that he {Ulicited, as well as recommended the relin:
quihing of Roganaut-row, aad accepting of  terms
from the prelenc minificrial parry in Poonah. . Affur-
edly the Rd_]dh was jultified in refenting the meafures
purfued in favour of Roganaut-row, fo very different
from the repeated’ folemn declarations and affurances by
Mr. Haftings to himfelf; to his ‘Vakeel, .and to the
Marratta minifters, which is particularly mentioned in
2 patfage of the Rajah’s letter of the 5th December to
Mr. Haltings himfelf, in thefe words, * That bis Va-
< ‘keel in Calcutia bad it from Mr. Haftings's .own mouth,
¢ that it never was, mor is, defs gned by the Englifs cbmﬁ,
<€ 19 fupport Roganaut-row;” and that on the faith of
thefe retcerated declarations, he had ventured to xmprefs
the Regency of Poonah with the fame affurances.. Jtis
proper, however, to obferve that the Rajah had been
fixed in‘a pacific refolution long before it was’ poffible
for hini to have heard of the movements. at Bombay,
which was evident by his ufing the fame language on
the 23d November to Colonel: Goddard with. that on
the ‘30th “December to Mr. Haftings, and the army
did not move from Bombay until the 22d. November.
Jt 'mult; neverthelefs, be admitted, that the fupport
thus given to Roganaut-row would naturally, confirm

the Rajah in his firft refolucion. It is very evident,
that Mr. Haftings amufed the people of Bombay by
‘inftwat'ng them’ to fuppor: the caufe of Roganaut-
i row,
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row, and” kept them in total ignorance, as to his
views in'favour-of the Rajah of Berar, and .the real
deftination of the expedition from Bengal uader Colo~
nels/Leflie and Goddard, whofe orders were-in:confes
quence asinconftant asa fhuttle-cock, alternately placed
under ‘the authority of-the gentlemen in Bombay,-or
refumed by the Supreme Board; or countermanded from
Bombay- to Surat, from Surat to Poonah, from Poonaly
to Berar,"&c. in'a confufed rotation, evidently calcu-
lated to ‘perplex, confound, difappoint, and amufe.——
It is not the want of> candour alone, butithe want of
mature deliberation and confequent firmnefs, which
conftitute fome 'of the errors {o confpicuous in Mr,
Haftings’s political faculties.” Colonel Goddard fays,
S That the fchemes of the gentlemen at Bombay, ‘and the ac-
€< tive part they bave taken in fupport of Rogonaut-row, have
¢ defirayed all bopes of concluding the propofed alliance with
s the Court'of "Nagpore, until it fball- be judged expedient
<< by the Supreme Conncil to.diret the former to be relin-
“<quibed; ‘1 order to leave room for the entire and free
< adoprion of the Iamr.’;

“Whether this was a mere pretence in the Rajah, or
noty to excufe his refufal to accede to the propofed
alliance;” or whether he ever really formed the. project
atrributed o him by Mr. Haltings, of afferting a claim
to the Marratra- ftate, -is much to be queftioned —Co-
lonel'Goddard himfelf took naotice ¢ of the inconfiftency
¢ of 1 bis labouring fo frenuoufly for the interefp of the
s Paifowa, with: whom be meant foom to engage in hif-
< #ilizies™ b And confidered his anfwer to this queftion,
“© g5 g refineiment upon policy, that might. almoft lead so ' fuf-
SOpedd) that “be was not altogether- feridns, and determined
Siypon the Setterah ¥ expedition.”

. By
10% Setperal expedition means the Rajah’s acceflion to the fuprente
fovereigncy of the Marratta flate, it being the ancient capital and
feat ot government.
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: By Mr. Weatherftone’s Jetcers from. Nagipore to, Co-
Jonel Goddard, it appears, * That the Governsent of Be-
<S¢ rar were deiermined ngt-io iake any afkive pars ‘ulm!yq.m‘
< with the Company’s armies ;. that theyihad 4 thoufond.ar-
« guments to oppofe vo thefe bewrged. in faveur of the plan
“ for affuming the dignity of Rauge (or Ram-rajab) of Set-

< terabypariicularly- the faith pledged, < and  the gliisce of
7 frtena’ﬂ)zp they bed fworn 1o, with the prefent Paifbwas
& that their-afferting: their preienfions. to. the: fovereiguly
¢ would mest with nuinberlefs oppefitions; and thet <a. vic-
S tory. cquld not be obtained withont Jhedding, mich blood,
$.and--ab. the. espence. of their, violating, the, facrrd en-
<« gagements Zefpre entered . intoy with ther.”, . < What
a leffon of found juftice and morality, public and pri-
vate faith, and exemplary. virtue, -is there.fet;, byimen
diftinguifhed in Europe under the .name of .injidels, 10
the reprefentartives of a. great Chrifiian nation !—How
little.muft the Englifh Eaft, India Companv feel their
own real importance, when their principal feryants ex-
pofe their repuration and credity to fuch,humiliating re-
proaches, -as every expreflion thus uttered by the Mar-
ratta princes, thrufts a keen dagger into.their. very
vitals:- ‘When the force and. eﬁ'cft of thele declarations
are confidered, it will reft with Mr, Haﬁmgs to, farisfy
the Company, that his plan, f‘c,a(ed in the: 1nﬁrué‘twn
sto Mr. Elliot; and in which he had embarked fo dceply,
was ot built without a foundation, . Mr. Weatherﬂone
o faysy )6 That it feemed now to be- the Skt wifb, of 1be
.85 Court.of Berar, to fet afide. cur conueltion with, Koga-
< sigut.vaw s, the fupporting of whom,” the Dewan faxd
L<ibe was convinced was bighly impolitical, and wouldy in
s¢ the end, be fully proved fo.  That, that Chief (. Ro-
=8¢ ganaui- -row) was beld in univerfal abbarrence 5 andthas
8¢ the prejudices in the Deccan againft bim would not eafiy,
% if ever, be removed.” - The remainder of Mr, Weather-
- ftone’s letter concained many particulars that deferve’
nthc\.attennon of the Company 3. elpegially a elear,expla-

whin 2 . natlon’
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nition of the views, principles, and-policy of the Court
of Nagpore of all which the Governor-general does
not appear to have had any precife information; or ufy
accurate idea. © To think otherwi® would be to think
him guilty of the blackeft treachery. ' ]

February 1, 1779. All the preceding letters hav-
Ing beeri again read in Council, upon the fi-ft of Fe-
brbary, the Governor faid, that He had not-had tinie
to’ prepdre “the propolitions which he intended to ldy
before'the Board. ' His'intentions, whatever they may
have been, had not yet tranfpired; but no otders from
the Prefidency, could now reach Colonel Godddrd in
tithe, ‘'to affe@ the motions' of the 'detachment’; *be-
caufe,’ if ‘he had marched on the twelfth of January,
and mec with no material obftruction; he cught to be
at Poonah, before any letter written at this timé could
overtake him.” The Board had no othier knowledge
of ‘the difficulties and oppofition, which he might; in
all likelihood ‘encountér, than what was to be colledted
from the Rajah’s letters. The Board wete equaily
uninformead of the actual ftrength and condition of the
detachment. ~ On thefe points, the Governor continued
to obferve ‘a‘ profound filence: It may be concluded,
however; from- the refolution to fend two battalidhs,
With a draught of 700 additional recruits, ti reinforce
the detachmeat, that it muft have fuffered confidérably
by ficknefs or defertion. Ir was known, that Captain
Wray's' regiment of cavalry, was totally ruinedy and
that ‘heand feveral other officers had' obrained leave;
under one ‘pretence or other, to retuin to Bengal.—
Colonel Goddatd’s pub'ic orders of the firft of Novemns
ber, "accidentatly produced  at the Board of Ordnance
by Colonél' Pearce, ‘begins with declaring; ¢ that ‘rhe
< anmilitary and unixempled: [pirit of difuffeition to the
<< fervite,  which bad ' [o manifefily difplayed itfelf in.
Stke frequent  defertions  from the corps.of .Cawlr;:l‘

- I “ an,
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- siand:Infantry within a. few. days, was become a_ mat~
Sk ter of « the:moft s ferious and imporstant confideraiion.”’
There .can be no. doubt, but that his numbers werce
greatly reduced; nor. was there a_chance of his bcihg
joined by the re-inforcement under Major Camac..

--On. the foprth of February, Mr. Haflings laid before
the Council, the draughts of letters by way of mew. in-
firudtions ;to Colonel Goddard,: and zew refolutions,
founded on the Jate advices from Bombay.—The form
in which thefe voluminous papers were drawn up,
rfeemed more than commonly:loote, confufcd, and in-
sgricate.— Whether  they were intended to be fo, or
-whether- they: were haftily, chrown. together, without
-any.fort -of confideration or advice, may. be equally

~doubted.~—Mr. Haftings’s firlt general object was to
heap as-much cenfure as poffible on the Prefidency of
=Bombay; as well for what they have. themfelves done,
.as for the obftacles they have thrown in. the way of bis
negociations. with Moodaje¢ Boofla.~—~His fecond, ob-
je& plainly appeared to be, ito: break;the. treaty they

- had concluded with Roganaut-row, although certainly
warranted by the feveral letters of the eighteenth of
“March and: eighteerith .of .Auguft laft, which he con-
feffed s .and to revert, if poflible, ito his favourite alli-
<ance withyMoodajee Boofla.—The introduclion, or pre-
amble tosthe draughe intended for. the, Prefidency of
Bombay, was, the firft, although an indireét commu-
vmication of Mr. Haftings’s plan :in favour of . Mooda-
- jee Boofla,. to that Prefidency, and .the language. is
<«truly -originaly but very confiftent with its avthor,—
woHe fays, It had formerly becn a matter of great concern
¢ to us, that :you bad fuffered [o mnany opportunities t0'ef-
5% cape, finceithe conclufion of the planwhich you bad form-
#tied in December 1777, without taking ary effcéual means
<€ 2o carry it into execution. It now affords ys.cqual con-
< cernt and mortification, that you bave precipitately under-
' taken
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taken it, after baving " given us every reafon to conclude,
that” you bad abandonid it altogetbery and ‘compellid us:
10"adopt other meafures; which in confequence.of yoir opeac
“'Yations, have been abruptly broken' off, without! intimas
< ting you¥ defign to us, and: affording us’ time to fufpend.;
the courfe of our meafuresy or to accommodate. them o
< yours.®—=Let thefe affertions, thus boldly commiteed
on the Company’s records, -be compared withi:the du+
thentic ' fatts already ftated ; and the'injuftice offered ;
to the Gentlemen of Bombay, will appéac too  con+;
fpicuous ‘to be "refuted. By ‘the uniform ‘tenor - of;
Mr. Haftings’s minutes, ‘and -~ the letters ‘from  and»
to' the Rajah of ‘Berar, it is unqueftionably-evident;
that'‘an alliance'with the' Rajah, andvan: embaflyito;
folicit him to become a candidate for-¢he Sovereignty:
of the Marratta Empire, were the real-objeéts of that;
expedition, from the beginning, although 'he injudi-.
cioufly concealed them, and countenanced another, in
dire& ‘oppofition to it—How cruel and unjuft; chere=
fore, were thefe contradictory charges-and- cenfuresy
and the abfurd reafons afligned for a_.change of mea-
fures. Fhreic W)

€

"~
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To accomplith 'his defigns, Mr. Haftings 'propofed
‘that Colonel ‘Goddard; (whofe march ‘to - Poonah'*he
now approved, although' not - ftrictly jultifisble under
the laft orders of the 23d of November) thould ¢on-
tinue to-hold his command, independent of : the'!Go-
vernment of ‘Bombay.*—That Colonel Goddard may
demand reinforcements from'that Prefidency, whichihe
was fent ariginally to reinforce ; but thefe not to be

, 12 o 4 tom-

* 'To judge from appearances, it is doubtful whether the Gover-
nor’s priwvate owders, did noty by the fame meflenger, always {uper-
cede the public ones of the board. , Colonel Leflic’s letters do more
than jufbify, this fufpicion.
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commanded by any offiter fuperior in vank to his own,*
that €olonel Goddard: l}ﬁall ‘be appointed the Mxmf’t:r
of theSupreme Governmient ‘at the: Court of Poonah,
mdependehvoinhe Prcﬁde'ncy of : Bombay ;. thar: he
fhall in his minifterial capacity, demand of Roganaut-
row, a re-imburfement of the expences of the expedi-
tiony) at two | ]acks ofrupecs each month from the firft
of Junt 1778, addition'to the two and half lacks; fti->
pulatcd in the«Bombayxreaty, infull for'the expences of ;
theiarny That in’ cafe-of refufal, he fhalbeither re-
t“urn to%e‘rar, or retire 1o the lands ceded to the:Coms:
pany; ‘whicl wepe(iwwould feem) 10 be kept, cnorwiths:
franding ‘the treaty: wh.nreby they were ceded wasitor
besannuiled 5 thatsthe Prefidency of: Bombuy fhall be:
pcrempvonly required ;and commanded, in’ foch cafe;
m:cccil their’ troops ‘ffom-Poonzh,>4nd from the Mar-
ratta dominions. Fhat <he! mftnu&xons already: ;givenr
to~Colone) Goddard, do’remain -in full' force: " And
that he be direéted to refume:the negociations with the
Govemment ‘of Berar, and to trear with it; on thlc
gtounds of thefe: m{trué‘tlons, ‘whenever: an. occafion
fhall offer to execute them, conﬁﬁemly with'the forc-
gomg refoluuons. ;

& s

**"Phe ‘chapter of this day, may with. proprxcty be

¢lofed with ‘an abflraét from the préamible of the letter
propdfed o be written to Colonel Goddatd, and ’«tﬂ’foﬂ
Rné’turc upon fosneg: 1
Ve e ar? uch concerned that Moodajee Boofla fbonld

% ook diftrift tyou, :as'to fuppofe, that any engagement
o formcd by tb: Prefident and Council of Bombay could ope-
L —trate

18 This paﬂ%gc accounts in explicit ternis for' the fe/ret cor}e{-
‘pondence, . thie refentmeént exprefled ac the reprobation theréof; and
-#lfo for the deﬁmauon of the detacbment at laﬁ o Surat, mﬁeal of
Bombay -
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s¢ rate go thofe Made by our authority with bim, and theres-
< fore decline to enter into. the propofed megociation s For,  if
s 5oz bad concluded a-ireaty with himy it would bave been::
<< gur.duty to fupport ity in preference 4o any shade av Bome'
s bayy - that might-oppofe it.” o.cio | i npfledy

As the expedition aver land was planaed and refolv.
ed on the 23d-of February 1778, .and by. the 6ch aftix
cleof theinftroctions to the Prefidepcy of Bombay,. to;
treat conclufively and effectually with Roganaut-row,which
have: never been revoked; bearing date the 18throf
the ‘enfuing cmonth- of Marchy: the Supreme + Council
were (folemoly bound and implicated to perform-every
condition, which any fuch treaty might contain,. unlefs
violation ‘of faith, and premeditated deception were ins
tendéd ‘from: the 'beginning.—~Why were noc ‘the Go«
vernment of Bombay, in foloag an interval of - time;,
dnd"after fuch iz feries of -warm difcuffion on the mea+
fures in-agitation, commanded to forbear entering into
any treaty. with' Roganaut-row, the moment thac the
negociation with-Meodajee Boolla was refolved ; -and to
forbear!the commiffion of overt hoftilities againft! the
Marrattas, unlefs in defence, until exprefsly authorifed
by the Supreme Council, or Court 'of Diretors? or,
why: were they not confidentially dntrufted with the de.
fign in favour of Moodajee Boofla, and dire&ed to con-
tribute 'todts fuccefs, when it was in an advanced ftage
for action, :

At 4 :confultation held the 8th of February, Mr.
Fincig - and .Mr. Wheler “delivered ‘their opinions at
dare, on . the Governoi’s . propofitions 'of . the 4th in-
. #Rane—Their minutes will not ‘admit of being ab-
ftratd, without deviating from the juftice and com-
mencion, .which ‘ftrength. of . judgment and  reafon
S‘Eﬂm‘}hercforc, with a reference to the minutes them-
felves, ‘hich leaves neither fa& norargument in Mr,
Haftinigs’s
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HARnEes propofitions darefured, 1ot it fuffice, n' the
meap “time, to‘ftate ‘the  general ‘principles on which
ed ®eul QU LRl L
n}isy(}wflx;ea?PPO,red' 1 i 1] > 's':’ = {10401GD ¢ S
"1t It'is taken as 3 point granted'in the Governor’s
own terms, that the treaty with Roganiut-row is war-
rafted by 'inftru&ions from “the' ‘Supreme” Council.’
‘FHit it has received’the \firmeft-and fulleft ratification
that could be given'to “it; by the contrating parties,
ANk (W o ARG FTARG JEOP IR R A SUL. I8 & a8
’ - — and
9604 8% A1y CoiIPRR v r &b S0 ~'a,‘,'
% Some of Mr. Fraﬁcis’s’_fcn;iments are conceived in a langnage ’
{o exquifitely juftand honourable, ‘that they command particular ob+"
fervation. " Hefaid: =7 1 . ok
., The line of condut which I have invariably purfued, with
«¢_refpect tothe late E_olhica,l,-meafures of thig Government, and of
«¢"the Prefidency of Bombay, not only exempt me from all refpon-
¢ fibility for the confequerices of them, but from any “obligation’
«s.of deciding upon the refpetive merits of their proceedings and
<t.ours. . That queftion lies firi@ly between the. prefent majority of
<¢ this Board and the Prefidency of Bombay. I fhall enter into it
¢ o farther than I am compelled to'do by the propofitionsbefore us,
% ‘and not by the exifting ftate’ of facts. ~— S
v 4.4¢ [n the confideration of every meafure which I have recommend-
« ed or oppofed, my original and conftant obje@ was ¢ 10 preforve
<< thepeace of India; to adbere faitbfully to, our treaty with -the
« Paijtava ;_and not 1o fuffer the Company’s arms to be engaged cither
< on this frde of Indin, by the Prefidency of India, or by the Prefidenty
st of Bombay, in fuch feh:mei of conqueft and ambition.” ' To 'adhering
§.to thefe principles, I believe Thave been guided by the dictates of
¢¢ found policy and right reafon, as I afluredly have beed by the Com-
« puiy's fundamental maxims, and by their pofitive and repeate’.
« commands. I'have it too from an authority which; in’the fca?
«of any argement of ming, muft be deémed particularly weigh/ s
¢ That in rhe Company’s concerns awirh their neighbours and ales
<< phe moff Jerupulous obfervance of their public engagements, o of
<ithe vightyof bthers, ought'to be their firf} and ruling objels Sor
AC gy princh and Natel whofe’ pujfe Fond tay Band “within gl”_?f
s¢ . gbe Company’s ambitian, is naturally led to apply to their™? 7=
<< gorefisy ihe treatment- which thiy fec others receivé frw’ré" Coma
6 pawy and their dependents.” = ) .
#uiitowardsthe “conciufion”of ' this’ judicious; “and ined unan-
Jwetable minute, he oblerved, ¢ “That ‘the exp.encr’f Celdnel
L] BtV etinbas X1 - Goddard’s
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and that it therefore, cannot admit;. eitheriof -amgod--
ment or addition. .- - ok, o8

7
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2d Itis contended that the a@ditiox}ialf d.t'i.'rti‘a;{clﬂto,',t;c
made, by Colonel Goddard is unjuft; ‘and.can never be
admitted by Roganaut-rows. and that even, . were it

granted, sit. would not amount te .a reimburfement of
our actual expence. : .

3. That the conditional orders-preferibed to Colo-
nel Goddard, and to the Prefidency of Bombay, .in cafe
of arefufal; are equivalent to a formal renunciation of
shie FEa e R et AR o <

ROT-HISE i ; A
4th: - That the independent command, pretended to
be vefted in Colonel Goddard, while: he- co-operztes
with_the Prefidency at. Bombay; and acts on the fime
ground with their, army, .is highly dangerous in.tlelf,
and: cannot. take . effect without fubverting the funda-
mental ‘principles of military difcipline and fubordina-
tion. 7] O '

gth. -Thata j_i.m(’:‘tion of the two detachmients, which
thie intra&tions pofitively preclude, may, in fonie cafes,
be effential to their mutual fafety ; and in”many cafes,
neceflary;to the fuccefs of their operations.

: ondy Bt by
i{ 6th.; That' the vefting Colonel;Goddard rwith fepa-
rate pawers from the Supreime Board, to. treaf  with
Nfgis : : ' ctathe
s¢ Goddard’s detachment commenced (in ef@) in March 1778,
sand the whole was accumulating in-April, “as' & Yixed: expence of
ety Jackssand Go,080 rupees-per. month, befides exstrz.and con-
e4ccmyent charges, befides the Nabob of Qude’s cavalry, and befides
e Vlajor Camac’s detachment of 64,600 rupees per month.”
_His,obfervation on the 8th article of the, Governor’s Propoﬁtions,
eoncerning the, breach-of public faith,” and the chara&er which
thefe xmnfaczioxis'ls]ikc!y to affix on the Britith name'in India, call
forths ‘the attention of the Company and the Nation.
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the eourt of Poonah, independent of the Prefidency of
Bombay, tends to reduce the credit -and influence of
that Prefidency. for no adequate er avowed objeét;
and that it ftands in dire& contradi&ion to the Com-
pany’- exprefs orders given on occafion of the feparate
powers delegated to Colonel Upton, in the general lets
ter of 7th February 1777, paragraphs 21 to 24.

yth. That an attempt to renew the negociation with
Maoaodajee Boofla, befides all former objeftions to the
meafure, is not warranted by the experience the board
has had of his difpcfition and chara&er, or by the treat
ment already received from himj nor can it be recon-
ciled to the Jate treaty with Roganaut-row.

In the face of thefe, and many other arguments, the
Governor’s propofitions were voted by himfelf and Mr.
Barwell, without deigning a reply.

The Governor guided by feeret motives; purfues the
fame line of inconfiftency, in a letter laid before the
Board, on the gth of February, prepared by himfelf,
for Meodajee Boofla, containing fome remarkable pa-
fages. He laments rather than complains, of the dijh;g/t
entertained by the Rajah; and declares, that had ‘he
accepted of the terms offered -to -him by Colonel God«
dard, and concluded a treaty with the Government of
Bengal, he (Mr. H.) fhould have held the obligation
of it, fuperior to that of any engagement formed by the
Government of Bombay; and thould have thought it
his duty 1o haye maintained it, &c. .*“.againft every con-
s< fideration, evenof the moff valuable interefts and fafety of
¢ the Englifs poffeffions intrufted to bis charge”* At the

' fame

* Thisisa truth of which Mr. Haftings frequently exhibited ma-
" nifeft proofs. It furpafles, however, the bittereft accufations of his
adverfaries, and expafes. views and purpofes totally inconfiftent with

duty and fidelity.
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fame-time, ‘bowever, he reminds him, that the.origi-
nal.intention ‘of fending an Englifh army from the eafs
tétn to the weltern fide of India, was tosaffilt the Goy
vernment of Bombay in the accomplithment,of a,plan
concerted with the aftual rulers of the Marra,tt,@ﬁ_a;e_.i
Ee might with greater, p_l\k)pricty have added, *‘.and t¢
&8 em‘it@, dread.andfealosfy in: the minds of all the Pringes of
“ Hindoftan”” He concluded, with profeffing, that his
difpofision andswifhes semain che fame ; that nothing 1s
yet loft; and that he defired to be yet guided by the Ras
jah’s inclinations. ‘ .
. In confultation on the 11th QfFebr(Jary, the Gover-
nor replied to,Mr. Francis’s minuze of the 8th, although
the propofitions to which it alluded, were then voted by
himfelf,,and Mr. Barwell, without deigninga reply.

i ba 1ind vl s : . "7

The only fubje& in the proceedings of this and the
following day 1n council, ¢ nfifted 1n the difctffion of
former points, and cavilling upon words. Whether
Mr. Francis’s affertion in his onnute of the 8th, that
Mr. Ellior’s embafly to negociate with Moodajee Boofla,
“s_became the main and fole 0bjel? of the expedition under Co-
¢ Jonel Leflie” With his ufval addrefs, Mr. Haftings
laboured to contradi@ himftlf, and maintain that the
expediiion had other objeéts more immediately in view,
But.his opponent, by recuriing only to recorded faéls,
iffuing from the pen of Mr. Haftings him[elf, without
a breach of good manners, or betraying any perfonality
or. refeaiment,: fupported his original allegation, and
Lripped his adverlary of the fim{y mafk in which he’
again meant to impofe upon the underftanding of man-
kind, as he feems te have fuccefsfully doné on the cre-
dulous minds of his employers. bl

* This was the firfk time he intimated the Bombay plan to the
Rujah. Onthe contrary, he cautioufly laboured to conceal if from
his knowledge, ard repeatedly denied ¢very purpofe in favour’of
Roganaut-row.

Rt ¥ AR 3
4+ It would be improper in this place, not to infertas a note, a
moft curious pafiage in the Gavernor’s letter to Mcodajee Boofla.

K folel
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One quotation on each fide will ferve as a fpecimen
of the whole controverly, there having been nothing'
new argued, except fuch illuftrations by Mr. Haftings,
as the heat of argument extralted uiguerdedly from
him in his own disfavour; and therefore the fpecimen
now feleCted fhall be the moft favourable ta him.

The Governor’s quoration is thus intraduced. ¢ 75
¢ fo pointed a denial of the Governor’s afferticns, the beft
< argument which be can propofe will be a reference to Mr.
¢ Elliot’s inftruttions, in which be is airelled to fufpend bis
¢ megociations with Moodajee Boofla, on the information of
S any engagement affually concluded by-the Prefidincy of
¢ Bombay, and to conform to it *

| Which
¢ To you, I had wnrefervedy committed all my views, partly and
“¢ indiftin#ly by letters, butvery fully in repeated converfations with
¢¢ your Vakeel Beneram Pundit, ‘as it would have beea very impro-
<¢ per to have affairs of fuch delicacy 2nd importance committed to
“¢ letters, and to the hazards to which thefe would have been expofed
““in a long and doubtful journey. “Zour cauntion avas fiill greater,
¢ and perbaps more commendable, although I may regret the neceffity
¢ avhich preferibed ity for neither your letters, nor the letters of Bo-
¢ meram Fundit, affirded me ihe leafft clue, to judge of your fenti-
¢ ments or inclination refpeiting the particular points cf alticn, whickh
¢ avere to form the fubflance of our projeiied emgagements; and al-
¢ though from your gemeral profefions, and the warmth ard fin-
$¢ cerity awith abich thefz aere manifeftly didated, 1 had every rea-
¢ fon to conclude that you approved of them. Yet, avithout fome af-
¢ furances, common prudence required, that I [bould not precipitately
““‘gbandon every other refource, and irrewvocably commit the kéwer
“ and interefis of this government in a doubitful meafure. Precau-
S¢ tiogs muere taken, thdt nothing fbould be undertaken by any of the
¢ gowernments dependent on this, akich might eventually interfere
““aith thofe alually concluded wirk you.”

A general reference to the preceding ftate of authentic fadts, is
the fevereft and jufteft comment that can poffibly be made on the
above extraordinary fiyle and afleverations, as well the unwarran-
table confeffions contained init. The reft of the letter runs in thg
fame inconfiftent frain.

* How palpably is this quotation contradi€ed in the letter of the
oth current, recited in the foregeing page, and in the above note. -
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Which Mr. Francis’s minutes refute by many quota-
tions, and firfk by a reference to the very paffage in Mr.
Ellio®s inftruétions, quoted by Mr. Haftings, thus :

< Even the paffage quoted by the Governor-general proves,
< that the juntiion with Moodajee’ Boofla was not confi-
¢ dered by us as little more than an eventual refource, *
< but that it was then our main and principal objelt. Ona
< fuppdfision that the Prefidency of Bombay might have en-
“ tered imto engagements with Roganaut-row s’ . the in-
ftructions referred to by the Governor fay, * 2oz will
< [0 condué? yourfelf as to conform to their meafures, if you
< can confiffently with the prior intention, which you will
<< give to our views s remembering that a defenfive alliamee
 with Moodajee Boofla being the permanent objei? of your
¢ commiffion, you are to fuffer no confideration whatever to
S dire? you from that objei’

#'Mr. Francis, after 2 multitude of replications and
rejoinders, clofes the debate by a fur-rejoinder, in the
following cool, judicious terms :

¢ When fundamental maxims of policy are avowedly fet
afide, the ehange of circumftances fhould not only be clear
and incontrovertible, but it fhould be fuch a one as war-
rants the adsption of new and oppofite principles of attion.
L am not fufficiently mafter of the revolutions which bave
bappened in the Marratta empire fince April 1771, and
‘awbich in fo fhort a period are fuppofed to have produced a
1otal alteration in its circumfances, to enter into that part
of thequeftion.  Taking the fafls as they are jlated by
the Governor, it feems lo me an obvious conclufion, that
if it were dangerous to us to unite with the Marrattas,
when. their empire was entire, and in its full vigor, it
g . -K2 © muft

SR R SRS TP N S S S

¥ The Governor in his juftifying minnte, ufes thefe words,
¢ That the juniion avith the Rajab of Berar was confidered as
¢ Jitrle more than an eventual refource.”

v
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muft be ufelefs: 1o commit cusfeives, by taking any part in
their divifions; when their empire is folling to pieces of it-
Jelf. . Either awayy. our engaging the Company’s arms in
offenfive wars, whetker in compuniiion with a part, o
‘the whole of the Marratta “empire, is indefenfible, fnce
it is equally contrary to the Company's folemn and repcal:d
commands:’

LI R S S

Ata con{'ultanon he]d the 25[h Febraary, the Gover-
nor. laid before the Board, a paper received the day be-
fore from Madras, containing intelligence of the defeat
" of..the Bombay army near Poonah, “which he faid, he’
believed to be but too true, but that hedid not think’
proper to propofe- any: immediate’ meafures to be taken®
1. confequence.

-

The paper which conveyed this: mortifying . intelli-
gence, -was a literal tranflation from a letter to the Na-
bob-of Areot from his Vakeel av the court of Poonah —
* [t reprefents the difgrace of the army, and the Compa-
ny’s arms in fuch humiliating W that'the probable,
or perhaps the poflible chance of retrieving the national
fame andreputation in India, muft be the effe@ of tinie,
let their fuccefits be everifo quick and great.

The fourth paragraph reprefents the firft conference
of the Marratta Chiefs, after the approach of the Bom-
bay army, thus: ¢ AU the Chitfs baving met to confult
¢ what was'to be dope in the prefent’ fate of affairs, they
“ail with one woice agreed, that if Roganaut-row came
¢ avith bis own forces alone, they fbould receive bim, and
¢ give bim a fhare of the powver as formerly. But fince be
¢ came with an army of Englifb, who were of a different
< nation from them, and whofe condut in Sujab-ui-Dowld’s

country, the Robilla country, Bengal, and the Carnatic,
g tbey

*See the tranflation in' Appendix, A, No. 44
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< they were well acquainted with, they unanimoufly deter>
¢ mined not to receive Roganaut-row, as otherwife, in the
¢ end, they would be vbliged to forfake their religion and bew
¢ come the flaves of Europeans upon this they exchanged
¢ oaths. : 3 :

After relating journally, the proceedings of both arv
mies on the field of Tulicanoon, the Nabob’s Vakeet
fays; ¢ On.the 145th Fanuary, the Marratta Surdars (Ge=
<.nerals or Cbitfs) went to the trenches, and began firing
¢ again, but it was not anfwered from the Englifb camp 3
¢ Joon afters Mr. Farmer, (a Gentleman who was fome
® time ago at your Highne/s’s cours) came from the Englifly
< camp, and the fire of the Marrattas immediately ceafed.
“The -Marrattas fent for bim into the prefence,® aind M.
¢ Farmer [oid to them—~WE ARE ONLY MERCHANTS,—
¢ WHEN DISPUTES PREVAILED WITH YOU, RoGANAUT~
¢ ROW CAME TQ US, AND DEMANDED OUR PROTEC-
T10N.~WE THOUGHT HE HAD A'RIGHT TO THE GO~
VERNMENT, AND GAVE HIM OUR ASSISTANCE.~—No+
THING .BUT ILL FORTUNE ATTENDS HIM,; AND WE
HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO THIS MISERABLE STATE BY
KEEPING HIM WITH US.—~You ARE MASTERS TO
TAKE HIM FROM US.—WE SHALL/HENCEFORTH AD-’
HERE TO THE TREATIES THAT HAVE FORMERLY'
TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN US. BE-PLEASED TO FoR-
GIVE WHAT HAS HAPPENED. 3

~

. I T T T N S

« The Marratta Minifters anfwered—RocanauT-
¢¢ ROW 13 ONE OF US. WHAT RIGHT COULD YOU HAVE
¢¢ TO INTERFERE IN OUR CONCERNS WITH HIM? WE
¢ NOW DESIRE OF YOU TO GIVE/UP SALSETTE AND
¢ BASSEEN, AND WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES YOU HAVE
¢¢ POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF, AS aLsS0 THE CIrcaRrs,
¢ THose oF THE PErRcunNaHs oF BaroacHu, &c.

! rord $CWHICH

¢ The Eaftern term for an audiénce;
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€ WnICH YOU HAVE TAKEN IN GUZZERAT. ADRERE

“'TO THE TREATY MADE IN THE TIME OF BaLaces«
¢ ROW,* AND ASK NOTHING ELSE.”

« Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and returned to his
“ camp., On the 16th, atnoon, Mr. Farmer returned,
s and told Stindia, That be bad brought a blank paper,
< figned and fealed, which the Marratta Chicfs might fll
“up as they pleafed. Scindia told the Minifiers, That al-
¢ though they bad it in their power to make any demands
< they pleafed, it would not be advifeable to do it at this
< time ; for our making large demands would only fow re-
S fentment in their bearts, and we bad better demand
s only what is neceffary.  Let Roganaut-row be with us,
¢ and the treaty between us and the Englifh will be ad-
s¢ bered to.  Let Salfette, and the Pergunnabs in Guzzeras,
< be given back to us. Let the Bengal army return back.
<< For the reff, let us aft with Noem, as is flipulated in
< the treaty with Balageerow, the jewels morigaged by
¢ Roganaut-row be reftored, and nothing demanded for them.
<& Let all thefe articles be wrate out on the paper they have
¢ et which was accordingly done. Mr. Farmer,
¢ and Licutenant Stewart, were left as hoftages for
¢ the ratification and punctual performance of the con-
<¢ ditjons ftipulated in the capiwlation and treaiy.—
¢« On the 17th, the treaty was returped to the: Mar-
“ ratta camp, written in Perfian, Marratta, and Eng-
« lifh, fealed with the Company’s feal, and figned by
«Mr. Carnac, and four officers,  After this, the Mar.
«¢ rarra furdars fent them vituals, which they needed
<< much,, The Englith marched out, ¢ftorted by 2000
¢ Marrattd horfe, but Roganaut-row, not ﬁnding q
¢ Tucky hour, did not go to the Marratta camp, bug
< will go after twelve o’clock to-morrow,”.

¢ Alas | alas! how fallen! how fullied ! " .
After

& This treaty was made in September, 176;;
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After exhibiting’ fuch’ diftinguithed’ marks of the r mo-
dératioh of the Marratta Regency, én an occafion fo re-
markably favourable'to thelr views and gratifications, i 1:
would be unjuft not to transfix fo honourable and equi-
tible ad 1mprcf‘10n, by a reference to W0 lctters from
Sicearan Pundic, Minifter of the Marratta Sovet‘clgdty,
to ‘Mr. Haﬁmgs, in his higheft capacity of Governor
Gereral; received in Calcutra the 7th and 12th Decem
ber, 1778 mgther with an extra& to the fame effedt,
from Moodajee. Boofla, the Rajah of Berar, Thefe
commuhicitions, which are 1mprconatud with the noblc&
qualities which the human mind is capable of entertain.
ing," dre'placed in the Appendlx under A, No. £y 6
ard 7z

On this day, Mr. Francis, finding no propofician
made by rhe Governor, moved, that orders be fent
to General Stibbert, to put him on his guard, and to
hold'the troops ftationed in Rohilcund, and in Oude, in
readinefs to march. The motion was oppofed by the
Governor and Mr. Barwell, as unneceffary and unfea.
fonable. The Governor faid, ¢ be wifbed it bad not been
 made.”, Yet in the end it was agrecd to, with an
amendment propoicd by Mr. Barwell, which carried the
principle of the mortion much farther than Mr. Francis
intended : 7. e. ‘¢ That ibe two brigades Jfbould de imme-
diately offimbled and ‘encamped.”  Mr. Francis ftated the
evident contradiction contained in the arguments uled
by the majority, and thercfore oppofca the motion.’

March 1. Lettersof the 7th of I‘cbruary, from Ma-
dras, and of the 26¢h of January, from Colonel God-
dard, were laid before the Council. That from " Ma-
dras had the fignature of Sir Eyre Coote, w1th thofe
of the eftablithed Prefidency, which ftated, in ftrong
terms, the faral confequences likely to attend the dlfa&crs
at Pconah, particularly to tht: Government of Madras,

They
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They fay, ¢ That by one ill-timed and unfortunate enter-

¢ prize, the reputation of our arms is fullicd, and 1)z
i ﬁ'tendjf.np of the principal Indian States, bez. ;v o
¢ loft for evers and that too, at a period when w.

¢ gaged in a war, which calls for ibe exertion of ¢

< force, and the good-will of cvery flate in alidance wo ' w:.
In the conclulicn they recommended, ¢ to direit the
“ retreat of Colonel Goddard through Bevar, itowards the

“ coaft of Orixa, and the northern Circars?

By Colonel Goddard’s letter it appeared, that he was
uninformed of the event at Poonah 5 he inciofed a let-
ter of the 11th January, from Generab Carnae and Co-
lonel Egerton, in which they advife him to proceed ei-
ther to Baroach or Surat, or to remain on the borders
of Berar; but do not advife him to advance towards
Poonah.

This advice difcovers, ' that thefe Gentlemen found
out their miftake before the firft altion with the Marratta
army.—And concluded, that if Colonel Goddard conti-
nued his march towards Poonah, his army would be cut
off or forced to furrender at difcretion.  He wifely and
happily followed the very feafonable advice thus given
10 him. Himfelf was of opinion, that a profpect of be-
ing able to effect the revolution in favour of Roganaut-
row, themfelves, wasthe motive for exprefling {o little
anxiety about the arrival of his detachment. The Go-
vernor, without propoﬁng any inftructions for Colonel
Goddard, moved, ¢ That General Stibbert fbould be -or-
“dered to fend the firft brzgad’e acrofs the Fumna, and

. € 10 encamp it on the other fide> Mr. Francis expreﬂed
at once, his fenfe of the meafure, but defired that the
further confideration of it might be put off till the next
morning. This was confented to by the Gavernor, on
condition that he might be allowed an opportunity of
confidering Mr. Francis’s objections to the motion, be-

fore
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fore they were brought into debate at the Board, Mr-
Wheler and-Mr.. Francis concurring in opinion, drew
up their reafons in the form of a_joint proteft, which
they fent next morning to the Governcr, before the
meeting of Council.

March 2. The next day Mr. Haftings began with
declaring, ¢ That be bad not vead the joint proteff ;> and
delivered in a minute retracting that of yefterday. *—
When this bufinefs was over, and no propofitions made
by the Governor, Mr. Francis moved, ¢ That orders be
t fent 1o Colonel Goddard, to retire to Berar, and from
¢ thence toward the coaft of Orixa, and the Chicacole Cir-
¢ car s fuppefing always that thefe orders were to veach bim
¢ before be quitted bis ffation on the Narbudda.! The mo-
tion was ordered to lie for confideration,

In a debate on the 4th March, upon Mr. Francis’s
motion of the 24, it was reje&ed by the ufual majority.
The difcuffed fubjets will throw additional lights upon
the political views and principles of Mr. Haftings. He
objected to the motion for two reafons. 1ft. ¢ Becaufe
¢ be thought it probable that Colonel Goddard had refumed
¢ the megociation with Moodajee Boofla. 2d. Becayfe the
¢ propofed route  lay through the dominions of the Nizam,
< who, it is not t0-be expelled, won'd confent 1o their paf-
¢ fage, mnor was this a time to furnifh bim with a pretext
¢ for open beftilities againfi us.’ Yet the negociation
which Colonel Goddard is fuppofed to have refumed,
and which Mr. Haftings thinks it unfafe to, interrupt,
has the invafion of the Nizam’s dominions for one of
its principal objedts, Did not the fame reafons apply
more ftrongly and directly, to the march of the fame
detachment through the Marratta dominions ? —It will
appear from the Governor’s minute, that conqueft and

L extent

* The minutes on both fides deferve the attention of the Court of
Direttors.
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€xtent of dominion, were held out as his profefled and
avowed objeéts, and that Mr. Francis’s endeavouring to
confine tne Company’s arms withio their own aétual

-pofleflions, is conftrued as preferibing narrow limits tq
their Government. g

1, On_the 8th of March, Mr. Francis recorded a com-
prehenfive:and judicions minute, in reply to the objec-
tions made to his motion, and in refutation of the gene-
Jal deétrine advanced and maintained by Mr, Fafting o
the 4th paragraph of which is to the tollowing purpofe:

o & That the limits be weuld preferide to the Britifb Empire
S in /mz’g'a, is wide enough 10 anjwer evesy wife ard profi-
< aple purpofe.  That their arms [bould be employed in fecur,
< ing what they bad acquired.  That all heir acquifitions
s may be loff, by endeavouring to extend them. That if op.
< pofite maxims are recommended as a wifer policy, they are
< not fupported by the example of Great Britain. That the
& difpant dependencies of Great Britain originated iz a Jpirit
¢ of Cmmerce and Coloyization. And, that though their
¢ flee!s acied with bonour in the moft diftant quarters ‘o'f the
. globe, the fuceefs of maval enterprizes proved mothing in
$ favaur of expeditions by land into the bearls of countries
‘s bofile and unknown.’ * {

;M. Francis conceiving from indire@ exprefiions,
which the Governor had uttered, that the weight of his
objection fay to the movement of the detachment into
ithe Chjcacole province, EfOPOfC'd, again, that it imight
be ordered into Berar. | But he was miftaken ; it mer
.the fame fate. But whedher the arguments ufed againft
the fecond motion ¢an be reconciled to thofe which wese
employed again(t the firft, may deferve the confideration

- # The latter part concerning Britain, alludes to Obfervations and
Comparifons in Mr, Haltings’s minute." ' e i
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bf the Court of Dire&ors, who have them at large upon
their records.  1n this place, however, it may be mate-
rial to obicrve, that fuppoﬁng any future rurn of events,
fhould, in the eves of thofe who judge only by events,
render 1t a fortunate circumftance, that Colonel God-
dard fhould have proceeded to Surat, Mr. Haftings will
“have no merit from that meafute, or from an advanta-
geous confequent:e which may attend it, fince it has
been demonftrated beyond the power of doubt, that its
object was diametrically oppcfite to fuch anidea. And
in this da,’s debate Mr. Haftings exprefsly faid, < 7has
<< be wifhd equally with Mr. anm, for the return of the
< detachment to Berar, and fzual ly dreaded to bear of its
e proceeding 1o the cther coaff* n the fame debate he
oblcr ved, *“ that the plan for refloring Roganant-row bav-
T g fazlufl Colonel Goddard was under exprefs orders, *on
i receiving advice of [uch conclufion to recur to bis negocia-
¢ tions with Noodajee Boofla, which nect_’ﬁrt{y and una-
 woidably implied bis return to Berar.” Ate thefe dark
myftenious tranfactions confiftent with' Mr. Haftings’s
public du:y ?  Or, are they either honourable or poli-
tical ?

« " N

It will hereaftet appear, that Colonel Goddard re-
ceived thaaKks and rewards for taking that very ftep,
which, according to Mr. Haltings’s prefrnt declaration,

, muft be contrary to his exprefs md;r.c-, admitcing that he
.was juftified by the neccflity of bis fituation, in pro-
ceeding, by forced marches, to Surat, as foon as he-had
" heard of the defeat near Poonah Mr Haftings has clear-
_ly no fh.re in che mérit of thac refolution, or in any good
Con.(‘quu)CC\ that might have attended i, fince,** accord-
< ing 1o bis exprefs order.f, Colonel zoddard ought to bave

; ¢ returned to Berar.”

L2 ‘ March

* Thefe were private orders, without the krowledge or concur-
tence of the' Board. :
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March®ro." “A-letter from Colonel Goddatd, ‘dated
the’5th '¢f February, from Brahmpore; ‘announcing his:
purpofe of ‘marching ‘the next ddy towards Surat, incon-
Jequence of grders hie had received from the Seleét Com- .
mitrée ‘of Bombay, was laid beforeithe Board. By the
Iétter of the Bombay Committee, dated 22d/Janvary, he!
is informéd that they are not at liberty to/giveshim any
precife “information as  to the reafons of the return of
their army, or the probable confequences of-it. .. In
purfuance of his refolution Colonel Goddard moved on
with his detachment, andiarrived at Suravabout:the 26th
of February, having not feen an enemy, ‘nor met with
anly oppofition whatfeever in the march from Brahm-
pore. — Had the army-been commanded by a man of
lefs bravery and activity, the chances were ‘a hundred
to one againft the fuccels of the expedition. = The'Mar:
rattas called in all their troops to oppofe the Bombay
army; and the treaty made with Mr. Carnac lulled them
into a fecurity, until it was difavowed in Bombay; and
in the mean time, Colonel Goddard preffed his march;,
and efcaped.

The Remarker having, in the preceding detail, ens °
deavoured to fhew the origin, principle, and progrefs
of the Marratta war, which cannot fail to lead the mind
to underftand its probable confequences on the difpo-
fitions of the native powers in India againft the Britith
name, he thinks it lefs neceffary to purfue the fame pre-
cifion in the few obfervations that are to follow, in rela-
tion to' dates and trivial difcuflions, while he adberes with
confidence to real fats, in narrating the leading prin-
ciples of action. . ;

Mr. Francis, by minute on the r5th March, expreffed

a concern and furprife, at not having heard from the
Prefidency of Bombay,- concerning the defeat-of their

a=my, the mature of the terms ftipulated with the re-
genc
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gency of Poonah; and their farther determination. , He
mfinuated an apprehenfion, that reduced to an extremicy

approaching to defpair, and having nothing more to lofe,
they may becimpelled by a fertility, which necefity is

too ready to-engender, to renew the war at all hazards.

That paft: experience had afforded too much reafon to
juftify:that fufpicion, and thercfore, in order to prevent

the probability of fuch injudicious and dangerous mea-

fures, he'moved, ' = . ;

“ That a letter be immediately written to the Prefidency.
< of Bombay, 2o exprefs the concern and furprife of the Board
“ atithe profound filence they bave obferved to the fupreme
< adminifiration, on the late opérations and defeat of their
S army, and to prohibit them in the moft precife and pofitive
¢ termsy and as they will anfwer the contrary at their perif,
¢ from commencing or renewing boftilities againft the Marras-
<< tas, or any otber Indian princes or powers, exceptin their
«.own immediate defence, without our confent and appro-
<< bation, firft bad and obtained.”

This motion was negatived by Mr. Haftings and Mr.
Barwell.  And certain it is, that nothing can fhew the
fpirit of oppofition,-and its faral influence over every
principle of reafon, policy, and concern for the Compa-
ny’sintereft in general, than the very loofe 4nd frivalons
reafons oppofed to this motion, without difavowing the
expediency, and even acknowledging the propriety of it.

On the 17th of March 2 letter was received from the
Prefidency of Bombay, dated the 3d February, intima-
ting the failure of the expedition againft Poonah, by
the defeat of their army, and that they did not think
themfelves obligated by the conditions of the treaty ;
but that they had intentions to enter into another treaty
with the Marrattas, and had, therefore, ordered Colonel

Goddard’s
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* Goddard’s detachment to march to Surat, inftead of
coming to Bpmbay. ;

Mr. Wheler made a long and {enfible minute; expo-
fing, without exaggeration, the critical; but above all;
the ruinous and expenfive ftate and polition of the Com-
pany’s affajrs, in India, and earneitly recommended the
means of procuring peace, at any rate; in fome of the
quarters, where they are threatened with hoftility.

April 5, Sir. Eyre Coote having this day raken his
feat.ar the Supreme Board. In confequence of a recon-
ciliation, and a proper underftanding, which had been
effe@ted, between lum.apd the Governor, the latter in-
troduced an elaborate migute, complimentary of the
former. And then, after ftating the difgrace of the
Bombay army, and, the nature of the treaty, made on
the field of battle, by perfons unauthorifed to fubfcribe
to. fuch conditions, .and without a knowledge of the
want of that authority in thofe who exaled it, he pro-
pofed the following conjeCtures to the confideration of
-the Board, as a ground to raife real propofitions upon.

1ft, ¢ That the Marrattas ought to be fatisfied wich
$¢ the pofleffion of Roganaut .row, and to relinguifh the
%¢ other terms of the capitularion.” *

2d, <¢ That if the Marrattas have infifted on the con-
< ditions, that it is probable the Sele€t Committee have
¢ refufed compliance, and called upon Coloncl God-
s¢ dard to aid them in.cantinuing the war.”

3d, ¢ That

# This favors more of the fiyle of a congueror, than the coaguer<
«d; confequently it may be thought fomewhat indelicate and un-
feafonable, confidering the extreme moderation of the real conguerors,

“on‘the 15th and 16¢h January.
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3d, ¢ That the Marratras, knowing the invalidity of
< the aé; had evafion in contemplation, ‘in order to‘re-
< new the war when they fhould be able ta frofecute it
< with furer effect, with the affiftance of the French from

«« Mapritias. »

ath, 4 Thit the divifions of the Marrittas Have beén
< but fuperficially covered, and not healed: " Thit the
« return of Roganaut-row may excite freth commotions
¢ amongft them. Thit he fees no chance of recoveting
¢« Roganaut-row; but, on the contrary, 7hat be is lof
15 us for‘ever, “although it may be o ‘great 16f8't0 us,
« except by regretting the wound which the Btitifh cre.
« dit has received in the manner of his feparation from
‘f urs.” * A . 5

sth, ¢ That the condu& of Moodajee Bodfla, fince
< his knpwledge of this event; manifefts the impreffion
¢ which ft hath generally made on'the minds of the peo-
« leof Hindoftan,  And they believe ' that any force
¢« which wé could {end againft them would prove tine-
¢ qual tu their fuperiority of numbers, and the rapid
“¢‘movements of teir cavalry.” § : :

Upon thefe conj-&ured principles he offered the fol
lowing propofitions, ‘viz.

1ft. ¢ That Colonel' Goddard be invefted with pow-

« grs, as minifter, to réprefent this government at the

« court of Poonah, ‘for the‘réhewal or confirmation of

« the treaty of Poorunder, to relinquifh the late conven-

s tion, “and not.to admit French’forces into their do-

. minionsy

* 'This conjeQure was calculated entirely for' fenewing ‘the nego-
ciation with Moodajee Boofla. -

4 Artful motives to ftimulate a dangerous exertion in the war

" againft the Marrattas, even at the hazard of leaving the kingdoms,
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, deftitute and defencelefs,
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s¢ mirions, or to make eftablithments on their ceafts,
< And that the alternative fhall amount to a declara-
s¢'tion of war. ; (With a draught, No. 1.)

2d.7 <« That the firlt brigade, already ordered to 3
¢« convenient ftation for crofling the Jumna, be fup-
¢¢ plied with ordnance, ammunition, and ftores. fir for
<¢ ghe fervice.

3d: ¢ That Major Camac be ordered back to Co-
¢ rumba, or to fome other conveuient ftation, withis,
¢ or near (o our borders, and fupplied with ammuni-
“ tion, &c. |

4th. . ¢ That Sir Eyre Coote be requefted to- iffue
¢t the neceffary orders for carrying the preceding refo-
s lutions into execution, : !

sth. ¢ That a letter be written to the Paithwa and
«¢ his Minifters, on the fubjeét of Colonel: Goddard’s
«¢ commiffion. (With a draught, No. 2.)

6th. < That a letter be written to Moodajee Boofla:
¢ (With a draught, No. 3.)

gth. ¢ That a letter be written to the Prefidency of
¢ Bombay, advifing of Colonel Goddard’s commiffion,
< requiring conformity from them, and to prepare for
e {ervice, whether offenfive or defenfive, in virtue of
s« explicit and pofitive orders from hence.

gcth. ¢ That a letter be fent to the Prefidency of

¢ Madras, informing them of our. defigns. ;And. in

“¢ cafe of fuccefs againft Mahé, the forces to. remain
s¢ there and at Tellicherry, in order to be ready to

£ ‘move, on application, to join the forces at Bombay.”

Although
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_ Although thé conjectures which lead to thefe propd=
firions, are liable to animadverfion; as well as the pro-
" pofitions themfelves § yet as the generality of them;
have alfo an apparent tendency to bring forth 4n dc-
commodation with.the Marrattas, “it will' be tréated
with the fame degree of indulgence whith it receivéd
from' Mr. Faftings’s conftant opponents: on that fub-
je, referring to the evident fpirit difguifed in the adt,
3d, 4th, and sth conjeCtures, and in the 1ft and 6tk
propofitions. *Lsetters and ‘authorities founded i ge-
neral wpon thefe propofitions, were refolved, ««irniy

, Letters from the Prefidency of Bombay, aiid:front
Colonel Egerton, having thrown new lights on many
tranfactions, “before;c at;~and after the expeditionfrom
thence to Poonah, itappeared, that the majority of the
Select Committee are reprehenfible in the higheft de-
gree, in undertaking fo important a meafure without
previoufly: adjufting terms. with Rogartaat-row’s adher-
ents'y iinr notavailing themfelves of the power they had
vefted in them over the Bengal detachment, to-co-ope-
rate with their own armyy in not arriving at a'clearer
kaowledge ‘of the true ftate of the Poonah Durbar)ibe-
fore they Guaally refolved upon’aftual attions it the
wilful violation of the Comipany’s pofitive orders, by
the appaintment of civil deputies to condact' milicary
operacions in the field 3 'in invefting civilians with pow-
ers ‘incpmpatibles with military fervice, ard fubverfive
of thatidegree of fubordination, ‘which alone can fecure
a profpelt of fuceefsy in the erormous quantity of bag-
gage and cattle, fo prepofteroufly inconfiitent with' the
diftance;and numberiof’ troopss int the violation of a
tonvention‘and: capitalation, having; by’ their bwn' aét
andiinveftitare’in the Field Committee; civen the-moft
folema ratification’ which the whole board of.the Select
Codmittee, 2and ithe'Company’s public and’ corporaté
feal, could give; regardiefs, alfo, of the critical fitva-
glondis M tion’
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tion of two gentlémen, who freely yielded themfelves
as hoftages, confiding in the facred faith of the Com-
pany ; and the ungenerous manner in which Colonel
Egerton and Colonel Cockburn were circumvented,
under fpecious and falfe pretences, to refign the com-
mand of the Bombay army in garrifon.

The proceedings on thefe fubje@ts are voluminous,
and therefore would be tedious. However, as nothing
can lead to a clearer knowledge of the falts, and the
original, as well as the exifting principles and views of
the ruling parties, than fome of thefe proceedings at
both Boards, they fhall be feletted for that purpofe,
and the parrative continued by extratts from them,
during the difcuffion of thefe points, with only occa-
fional remarks. j

 Extrafl from @ letter from the Selel Committee of Bom-
bay, to the Secret Committee of the Court of Direftors,
dated 27¢b March, 1779.

Par, 17. ¢ From the very general information the
¢ Governor General and Council gave in of their pro-
¢ jected alliance with Moodajee Boofla, we could not
¢ form any judgment in what manner this Prefidency
< might be affe@ed thereby, nor did it firike us, that we.
<'could receive either injury or benefic from the Rajah
s of Berar, unlefs he fhould affert his claim to the Ra-
< jafhip of the Marratta empire, to which he had fome
¢ pretenfions, and reftore the antient form of the Mar-
¢ ratta government. We did not pretend to judge,
¢ what advantage a connection with him might afford
¢ to your Bengal province, to which his country is con-
¢ tiguous ;. but fo far as we might venture an. opinion,,
¢ we conceived them fo little liable to danger, thatan
< alliance with .Moodajee Boofla merely for their fecu-
¢ rity, fo far as he could contribute to it, which ap-

¢ peared



(?f-)

¢ peared by their letter to be the obje@ of Mr. Elliot’s
¢ deputation, did not feem to be a confideration equi-
¢ valeat to the injury your general intereft would fufs
¢:tain, were we to forego the plan refolved on the 21ft

¢ July.

< Had we been apprized in time that the negociation
<-with Moodajee Boofla, was to affect the operations of
¢ the Bengal detachment, or that in the intended alli-
¢ ance with him, was comprehended a plan, to fupply
¢ the place of the one originally recommended by us,
¢and to anfwer the fame purpofe, we certainly would
¢ not- have profecuted our plan for the reftoration of
¢ Ragoba;* and thereby have avoided the confufion
¢ infeparable from a complicated fcheme, when fo great
¢ a diftance lay between the parties. But we appeal to
¢ you, whether from the letters from Bengal of the 19th
¢ Auguft and 15th of O&ober, we had any reafon to
¢ entertain fuch an idea of the negociation with Moo-
¢ dajee Boofla. On the contrary, in the laft of thefe
¢ letters, the Governor General, and Council, after they
¢ 'knew of the reftraint laid on Moraba, and the mem-
< bers of his party, (adherents of Roganaut-row) gave
< us reafon to conclude, #hat they fill depended upon us
¢ for the accomplifment of thofe. grand objeéts we both bad
¢ in view,t by their giving up the controul over Colo-
¢ nel Goddard’s detachment, whether the plan formed
¢in July exifted, or whether we had formed any other
¢ for the fame ends, confiftently with the terms they
< had prefented for their affent, ;

The preceding paragraph was accompanied by the
minutes of Council, of which the following are felect-
ed, as peculiarly adapted to the prefent occafion :

M2 ¢ Minute

* Ragoba and Roganaut-row, is one and the fame perfon.
1 The words of the Bengal letter, :
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¢ Minute of Governor Hornby, 19t Feb. 177g.

¢ The (chemes of the Governor General.and Council,
t with regard to the Rajah of Berar, being yev unknown
¢ to us, It is impofible to found any meafure on them.
¢ Yet, 1 cannot help now obferving, that if, as has been
< canjedtured, the gentlemen at that Prefidency have
¢ entestained thoughts of, reftoring in his perfon, the
¢ ancient Rajah government, the attempt feems likely
¢ to be attended with no {mall difficulty. - The powers
¢ who are now in pofleflion of the Paifthwa domains,
¢ together with all the Jaghire-dars, however difunited
¢ among themfelves, would probably concur/in oppo-
¢ {ing Moodajee Boofla ; who, from every thing I have
< been able to learn, has for fome. time paft taken no
¢ part in the Weftern broils, nor appears to have any
¢ patty,among the leading men in this part of the'em-
¢ pre.* And [ would wifh to fubmit to the Governor
¢ General and Council, , whether it might ‘not better
¢ anfwer our views, by fupporting 3 formidable Chief,
¢ like Moodajee Scindia, who has alyeady acquired the
¢ actual poficflion of the Paithwa domains, which-are
¢ the authority of the office, who is backed with thé
¢ refources of his own Jaghire, and has the perfon of
¢ Roganaut-row at his difpotal, to give a colour of law-
; ; SR 0B 2 e gl
+1* If Moodajee Boofla had a&tually fucceeded. 'He is 2 very old
and infinn man, totering upon the verge: of etérhity. <= Can, of
¢éould Mr. Haftings infure the future conformity of alliance and cor-
refpondente of a feries of fucceffors, when wallowing in power and
wealth, to the Company? Are there not recent inftances to the
contrary in every part of India? Might it not, as himfelf faid on
g.}gt; oceafion, prove dangerous;to the fecurity. of the Company, to
unite fuch great pofieflions, and of courfe fuch wealth, and powsr,
in‘any one neighbotiring Rate ; and would 1t not_be highly impoli-
tic, 1o bring/fo very powerful 2 weighbour on'the borders'of the
Company’s.principal territories in Bengal, as the dominion of ‘Be-
rar'would then

be in the full poffeflion of the Marratta power and
empires PRES ) SHAn- T8 " X LT L k
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¢ ful authority to that he has affumed, than by attempt-
¢ ing to model the whole ftate a-new, and to place the
¢ rule of it in hands of our own chufing ; 2 labour, that
< is perhaps too arduous, and the fuccefs certainly du-
¢ bious.™'C

The Governar of Bombay fubjoined to his declara- :
tion the following ftate of arrangements at Poonah :

¢ Moodzjee Scindia in every change has appeared
fupreme. fa: BoP 2

1ft.’ ¢ Madarow Narrain, Paithwa;
2d. ¢ Savagee-row '(Ragoba’-s Son) Naib.
3d. ¢ Scindia and Holker, to‘é‘fg for Savagee-row.

4th. ¢ Ragoba, to relin{guifh the government, have
a Jaghire, and refide at Jaffi. ' -

sth. ¢ Nana Furnefe and Sacaram, to candu the
government as Minifters, and to derive their authority
from' Scindia and Holker.?

This fettlement was paffed in writing.~All the Mar-
ratta officers were affembled, and told, that this. muft
be looked upon and regarded as a comclufive fettle-
ment, and any attempt to oppofe it, would be confider-
ed as rreachery againft the ftate. © The ufual rejoicings
on fuch occafions were obferved;

Governor Hornby, by minute of 30 March, 1779,
urges the fame language as in the Letter to the Court
of DireGtors of the 2%th inft. and his laft recited minute
of 1g9th February, with refpet to the proceedings of
the.Supreme Council.—And that Mr. Elliot would have

had
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had to encounter very great difficulties and obftacles in
the negocjation wich which he was entrufted, in order
to reconcile the meafures already adopted at Bombay,
with the hearty approbation and concurrence of the Su-
preme Council, to the other oppofite meafures of the
Supreme Council, at one and the fame time,

x v

“Mr. Draper, the 3d in the Bombay Councils, upon
more wife and accurate principles, declared, ¢ that he
« had no opinion of fucceeding in any permancat alli-
« ance with Moodajee Scindia, from the temporary na-
“ ture of his prelent power. And he recommended,
* in preference to all others, a diredt and. proper ar-
* rangement wiclr the Marratta State.” * .

Mr. Hornby obferved further, ¢ that the Governor-
«¢ General and Council probably thought, that the com-
<-munication of another fcheme, while that in favour
« of Roganaut-row was under confideration, might ferve
< only to embarrafs and produce a diffidence in the Bom-
<¢ bay Councils, which might impede the profecution of
«¢ their own meafures with the neceflary degree of con-
¢ fidence and vigour.” + .

“On the fame day, Mr. Hornby recorded another mi-
nute, which claims fingular attention for the general
propriety of the fentiments which it inforces.—Indeed,
1t proves, thatin confenting to the difgraceful expedition
under field-deputies, he erred only in judgment, The
following paffages are literal extra@s from it :

. v 3 Thg

# This minute merits the attention of the Court of Diretors.

+ Thele conjectures are furely not ferious :—They carry a ftrong
appearance of irony, however confiftent with the condu@ of Mr.
Haftings, in not communicating his views in favour of Moodajee
Boofla, to the Prefi“ency of Bombay. the {fervants of the fame Com-
pany, co-operating in the fame caufe, )
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¢ The Bengal detachment muft already have coft an ,
‘¢ immenfe fum, and its expences, while it remains here,
“ is"more than equal to the full amount of all our pre-,
¢ fent revenues. ~ Colonel Goddard has hitherto fup-,
*< plied himfelf with the fums neceffary for the payment .
“¢ of the troops, by drafts on Bengal; but this is 2 re-
¢ fource that cannot be depended on fot longer than
““’eight or ten lacks more at fartheft.—The Colonel has
“¢ likewife already exprefled his anXiety, with regard to
““the burthen his expences may prove to ‘the Bengat
‘¢ treafury ; and indeed, if we confider the ircreafed
“ military and naval eftablithments of that Prefidency,
¢ on account of the war with France, and the demands
¢ which probably have been already made on the Go-
¢¢ vernor General and Council by the Gentlemen of Ma-
*¢ drafs,” whofe diftrefs for money has, as we have un-
¢¢ derftood, been the caufe of their delaying fo long, to
«“‘carry into execution the projected expedition againf
¢ Mahé. 'We muft confider it as highly probable, that
¢« our hopes of fupplies of cath from Bengal may fail
¢ us.—In 1776, when the Governor General and Coun-
s cil propofed fupporting us in a war with the Marratza
<« Minifters, on a profpeé of Colonel Upton’s negoci-
s¢ ations proving ineffeftual, they advifed us, that they
«¢ had refolved to fupply us with ten lacks, which fum
¢« feemed all they could allow us to depend upon. —
¢« For they infifted that it thould be relerved for the
s'purpofes 'of the war only, * and even ordered a fepa-
«’rate account of it, that they might be fatisfied it was
« applied to no'other.—If this was the cafe at that time,
¢“’how much lower muft our expetations be at this,
¢« when their own occafions, as well as the expences af
£13 lhq

* “This prudent czconomical fyfiem, fubfifted only during the mi-
nority of Mr Hattings. The application of Mr.'Hornby was cri-
tically feafonable, ‘had not Mr. Haftings 2&ed and thought fronx
principles diametrically oppofite. ~The reproach was fgvere and juit,
and confers honour on the author.
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¢ the Prefidency of Madras, muft;be-encreafed muck
«beyond what we can venture cyen to guefs at. - By
<t the moft exa&t eftimate 1 have been able to make, 1
< judge that between this time and the 31ft of Oftober
s« ‘next (feven months) we fhall have occafion for about
«¢ fifty lacks, and all our refources together do not af-
«¢ ford us a profpelt of more than 20 lacks; great part
<¢ of the laft depending on the clearing of purchafers
< goods from our warehoufe, and on revenues, a con-
«¢ fiderable part of which is 1o be received in kind, will
«¢ be apt to fall fhort of the eftimate, while our expen-
<t ces are likely to exceed, rather than prove lefs than
«¢ they are rated at.~-We might, indeed, by putting a
< total ftop to our inveftments, apply about four lacks
<¢ appropriated for the purchafe of pepper, and the com-
«¢ pletion of the China fhips cargo, to defray our ordi-
¢¢ nary expences ; but befides the inadequate propertion
s« of this fupply to our wants, the remainder will, I be-
« lieve, be thought very defperate.”

¢ Another very alarming circumftance calls for our
<¢ confideration. Colonel Goddard informs us, thatone
¢« half of his Sepoys have refufed to receive their pay
s¢ for the month of January, unlefs that for the month
<t of February is at the fame time difcharged; ' and
<t he feems to think that this has proceeded from a dif-
<t pofition among the men to return home, if they could
« furnifh themfelves with money enough to bear their
< charges to their own country. — It is true, Colonel
<« Goddard is of opinion, that he fhall be able to put a
¢« flop to this fpirit, on his return to the camp; but
¢ we have every reafon to fear the increafe of it, thould
<¢ the troops remain longer unengaged infervice, which
s« might divert them from fuch thoughts.” s

« Whatever our difficulties may be from the increafe
¢ of our expences, and the neceflity of providing for the
. - «. punétual
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¢ punctual payment of our troops, yet the defence of
“ the fertlement abfolutely requires, that we fhould find
* means of Keeping up om’(;’?rﬁfent.fo:i'cE,mwhﬂghth}hgs
““‘remain in the [tate they now are with the Marrattas;
¢ and ‘while the war with France continues. “ ‘The only
“ way in which this can be effecred is, by fectiring fuc
¢ a revenue under our own colle&ior, as miay be nearly
*¢ anfwerable to our expences 3 * and it is abfolutely ne-
¢ ceflary to think of aking fuch reafures for'this purs
¢, pole, before the diftrefs we forefee arrives’ at fuch 4
¢t height; as to render our efforts inéffectual. — By the
< month of O&ober our finances will be' utcerly ex-
“’haufted ;' the foll amouat procured from ‘Bengal ta-
 ken up, and" a large fum ftill due. 1In this'ftate,
¢ thould we have;to fuppore-an'united attack from the
«¢ Frerfch and Marrattas, in what condition fhall we then
“ be 10 oppofe them ? — Our bond-debt is already in-
*““creafed neat éight lacks. None of ‘the' monéf ex-
«¢ pected from Bengal to pay off that before codtrated,
‘¢ 15 yet arrivéd’; and to molt people here ‘it feetns in-
¢¢ credible, that the fublcription opened at Bengal for
*¢ raifing the fum neceffary, cannot be filked; or’ depen-

¢ dence Had upon it for fupplies.” F

«¢ Letany ong carrg his view forward to the iotith of
¢ Odober 'nlext, and imdgine what'oor fituation muft
‘“‘then be, if we continue inactive until that time} 'and
“ let him tell m€, whether the moft unfaccefSful war

3 RN (141 Locbuld

* This infaciablé or ambitious idéa, it is tb be fulpedéd, fpurred
Mr. Hornby and his colleagnes in council] to the unwarrafitable -
fupport of Réganaut-row, without weighing the ftate: of affairs and
progable confequences, with that wife deliberation which became
their ftations. S8 r i

¥ Here i$ an honeft confeflion of thé decline of the Compdny’s
credit in India, by one of the oldeft and moft fenfible members bf
their adminiftration ; yet Mr. Haftings urged and flimulated the
Prefidency of Bombay, and'the Supreme Council, to involve hig
employers]in this labyrinth of diftrefs and threatzred deftradtich:
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<¢‘could be attended with” more ruinous’confequences

*¢ than we are then 19 expect, without the lofs of a fin-
¢ gle battle, and in pofiefiion fiill of every foot of land
‘¢ we at prefenc hold. Tt will then'be'in vain to talk of
*“'waitingfor orders, or ‘affiftance of any fort from a-
"¢ broad, when “all our hopes at home fail us, and the
< moment of providing for our neceffities is paft. " The

¢¢ Poonah Durbar will foon find the terms of the con-

"« yention, which they ftill infift on, will be every day
¢ Jefs in our power to refufe. And we may depend that
"¢ with fuch a claim on us, which they ftill keep up, they
“'mean to_enforce it, whenever the opportunity may

¢ fecm favourable. - After allowing for ten lacks more

“ on Bengal, between this and pext Ottober, which is

¢ to the full as much as we fhall find bills for, and I

¢fear may be more than that government can conve-

«¢ niently fpare us, we muft expect to'be at leaft 20 lacks

¢ more in debt, which is fo large a fum, that 1 have

“¢¢ doubts whether we may be even able to borrow it.
* But granting that money is ever {o plentiful, yet we

“*¢ have no funds to pay the intereft. And if once it is
¢ feen that the dreams of inexhauftible wealth from

¢ Bengal are at an end, that our fupplies from thence

‘¢ are ftopped, and our expences more than double our

e annual revenue, our credit muft fail, and we muft

““ fix a fhort day. for the period of our ability to raife

 money by loans. * The Bengal troops which may

‘¢ now give vigour to our operations, by the time I

“¢“allude to, may be quite ufelefs for want of morey to
¢ pay them. Or, if they were to have no caufe of dif-

¢ fatisfaction on this account, there is reafon’ to fear

‘¢ their numbers will every day diminifh, by their go-

¢ ing ' off to their own country; for which' they will

¢ naturally be growing more impatient the longer ‘they
s¢ are kept without employment.”
4 ‘Bhe

* However dreadful the impending afpett, reafor confirms it as 2
natural one.
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‘The foregoing abftradt breathes fo much candour in
plain, unaffected terms, -and. exhibits a portrait of the
Company’s affairs, under fuch high, diftinguifhing co-
lours, that the,mind cannot poffibly err in drawing juft
conclufions, as well from the predetermined mealures
which led to it, as the imminent evils which the all-
- powerful hand of Providence can’alone avert,

Colone] Egerton, after fruitlefs endeavours and ex-
poftulations in Bombay, appealed by letter dated the
8th March, accompanying a circumftantial ftate of his.
cafe, to the Supreme Council; the nature of Colonel
Egerton’s complaint will appear in the minutes of Mr.
Francis fo clearly, that it would be a work of fuperero-
gation to abftract) them. bere; but a firiking paffage
concerning  the character of Roganaut-row, demands
an indifpenfible place, viz. :

< For this reafon, and becaufe I thought it conforms-
< able to.your. directions in moft refpeéts, 1 confented
¢ to continue granting fupport to Ragoba, though
¢ much againft my own inclination, from a convicion
<¢_that a man blackened with the commiffion of the moft
¢¢ atrocious crimes, would not prove an advantageous
¢ or_honourable ally ; and that no faith could be .ex-
¢ pected from his moft folemn engagements. . Howe-
¢ ver, notwithftandirig' thefe my rooted principles, the
«¢ afliftance of the Company’s forces for conducting him
¢ to Poonah, could not at this time be with-held, with-
s¢ out a total fubverfion of the political fyftem, we had
¢ fo long ago embarked in.”

It appears from thefe abltracts that Mr, Haftings per-
fevered with unpardopable and inexcufable obftinacy in
purluing the plan of alliance with Moodajee Boofla,. a-
gainft every reafonable principle of found policy, and
the force of clear conviction, in four material points.—

N2 Firft



( ‘100 )

Firlt, BAlf the ‘Aegocidtisi at'Betar fucceeded, and been
carried {pto ¢ffeét at Settérah; “the ‘meafute of teftoring”
the aptient Marratta government would’be not ‘only im-

olitic, but madnefs, threatening the fobyerfion of the
Company.; and, in a general'view, the fubverfion alfo’
of al] the native powers of India. — Secondly, the'Go=

“vernor General having had a knowledge of the corifine<;
meng of Moraba, and the cther Marrarta chiefs who ad-
hered to R'oganaut-row, before the confultation 6f vath
Odtober 1778, and the inftructions tranfmiitted to'Bom:;
bay, in"confequence thereof, the caufe'of -Rogaraut’
row cealed to Wear any longer a propitious a'pect, ‘and
fhould, in'prudence, “have been gbandonedupon térms'
of perfonal fecurity to him.—Thirdly, having had a pef-
fe& knowledge of the infamy and perfidiotfnefs of Ro-=!
ganaue-row; “it” was “highly ‘dithonourable ‘to the'Com-
pany, dangercus to any confidence which might in“fus:
ture be repofed in himy, and produdtive of difguft'and
diffidénce in the minds of all the ftates'of Hindoftan,
that the Company’s proteétion,  friendfhip ‘and arms,’
fhould be proftituteéd to the fervice and exalvation of a
man whofé vices, dyed in the blood of his 6wn kindred;
and indelibly ftamped with ‘the fouleft' treschiery; ‘had
réndered peculiarly obnoxious and detefted throughout!
Afia.—And fourthly, having had a fixed vbject in hig’
own head, ‘and ' concealing it under falfe’and fpecious*
pretenceés from Mr. Francis and Mr. Whéler at the Su=’
phéine Bga’jh; and from the Sele& Committee i Bom-
by, 'he mifled and amufed the latter, and excited them
10 Droéeed to extremities updn 4 falfe ground;" ardiers
roneous principles, which candour, ingenuity; and fides™
lity to his truft, muft have inevitably pievented, and by
tHir thears hdve préferved the honour of the Compang’s
éF&ﬁ%f\j‘nFdfﬁcd»,"theiheputatibn-uriimpea’c’hed, and theiy:
preallifes Snexhaatted. ¢ 00 0 4

Aby 51 3 ppereor 0 :
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May 24, The poffeffian: of Bombay letters and do-
cuments, soecellanily,commanded the interpofition, and . -
fheuld hyescommanded the decifive judgmeats in. cer”
taingcafes;. of . the :Supreme Council of Indig.—Mr.
Haftings!is; poffefled of abilities: and perfpicuity which ™
ate top diftinguithed not to difcover the miferdble ficus;
ation.intg which his own meafures had plunged the Con-
pany,-and-it. beedmeo therefore a ‘political principle in
him: o erideavoyr, by an appearance of temper, mode->
ration, anck; condefcenfion, << ta footh,and lull the¢. quick
difcerning faculties of thele who had. fteadily oppofed *
his:deftructive plansfromretorting the chief blame up-
on-bim/felf ;. and, by a fimilar management and addrefs,
after loading the Prefidency of Bombay with bitter re-
proaches and cenfures.on;the Bengal minutes, toimpofe :
filence 'on them. for. fear of -more ferious difcovéries to
his own: difhonor, by writing to themfelves in a ftyle>
and  language : expreflive’ .only of confidence, hopes,
concern, and fympathy. Having, to all appearances
thefe, objects inrcontemplation; on the.24th May he
prefented .2, minute -of enormous extenfion, ~with an)
elaborate . preamble, of  affeCted candour, exemplary.
moderation, and unufual condefcenfion ; -but, nowand:
then ! finétured with faGtious and infidious infinuations,
with refpect to other members of the board.. He pro-.
pofed-yariqus.matters to, the confideration of the board,
apranged pinder. twenty-two heads.. On this occafion
alfo,- My, Haftings reckoned without his hoft.; The.
addition of ; Sir Eyre Coote. o his forces, did not inti-
midate,.or even ,{lacken, the determined perfevering
exerrions of - Mr.. Erangis and Mr. Wheleg. .

Afterthus.arranging {yltematically the catalogue of
matter {ubmitted in, the. Bombay difpatches, Mr. Haft-
ings, defirous of avoiding any fcrutiny which might
again bring his own conduét more openly into difcuf-
fjan, and probably draw the whole blame upon himfelf,
s 3 attacked
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ateacléed, swith indecent violence, ithe council of Bom.
bay, without produc ing-any, fpecific or direct -charge.
The unwillingnéfs with which he entered upon this im-
poriant part of his public duty, will appear evident in
the followmg, amdnc' many: 'bthcr ﬁmda.r pafiages m
bis:minute 21 :
153551 G
. If the Board ‘fhall Judoe 1rincumbcnt On them to
<-encer into fo laborious a difcuffion, I (hall fubmit,
¢ though rclun&antly, to bear my part in it. ——Rcluc-
< tantly; becaufe it will occupy more of our time, than
¢-we can {pare from other more fubftantial objeéts ; and
¢.becaufe | forefee that it willlead to altercations among
< ourfelves, it being impoffible that we who have but
¢ jult begun to agree in opinion,-as to public meafures,
6¢ ﬂmuld alb become of one mind on twenty-two diftinct
< and interefting propofitions, and’becaufe it would be
,umwax]mu and inconclufive.

It is obfervable how; that the prcfencc of Sir Eyre

Coote had {oftened Mr. Haftings, from that imperious
dictatorial ftile, and’ {ilenv contempt, which marked his
former: mmutes, while bis own cafting voice decided
all'points in controverfy. * In the above fpecimen there
appears a firange ‘inconfiftency of -argument.—What
< ther. more fubj‘a;mal objedtsy could: come before. the
Bourd;~ than 'a meafure which tonfeffedly threatencd
roiol to the Company’s concerns: in Afia? and yet in
thefourth Iine thereafter hie declares, that the unfub-
ftantial objects are become very ¢ interefting,’ which ne-
verthelefs, would be m.awdmgafzd ‘inconclyfive,’ if made
the fubjects of ¢ laborious difeuffion s’ thus confcious guilt
f‘brefaw, and feemed to anticipate the confequences of
the: enquiry 4 “it was- therefore natural for him to wdh
wlevade 1t

TR
W
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i Again,
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L o disdiibe st aanaleiasayabiak S
Agaln,’ he fays—¢ ‘That'to cenfare or to' command,
is all that we can do, except in one ‘inftance 3* ' for

ouf cenfures cannot imprefs. reftraiat, nor our com-
mendations avert the effects of ‘paft misfortunes, or
prectude the judgment, which ‘awaits the inftruments
of them from higher authority.+ Our’effeétual au-
thority is limited to political engagements and military
operations ¢ undertaken without our previous licence.” I
#“The treaty, or convention, or whatever name it may
<'bear, which was concluded at " Wargaum, certainl

<falls within this defcription, and it is #n our power if
< wwe pleafe, to punifb the authors of it by a temporory [uf-
“penfion. But is it neceffary 2 “An at {o faral ‘to the
““irerefts of the ‘Company, ‘and fo difgraceful to ‘the
“reputation’ of the Britith nation, 'cannot fail to extite
'the’ moft ‘rigid ferutiny into ‘the condu®. of ‘every
€ gne concerned in it,” and the caufes which produced
<'it,'§ by thofe who have the power both to judge and
L0

¢

O P S S S

# A Jefuitical évafion indeed! Command fhould precede eenlure,
and difobedience authorized difmiflion.~~What more can the- Court
of DireGtors inflit 2, unlefs the premeditated effeét will judicially en-

title the injured party to damages. e d
+'Is not the power of fufpenfion deemed an effietnal authority,
in the'mean time # ‘But Mr. Haftings trufted, that if the maccer
«was immediately, and without local inveftigation, refeired home,
the fuperior influence of  his own frieuds, would flur over the en-
quiry without {crupulous {crutiny, and reft the whele blame.upon
the Bombay Council ; whereas, if the enquiry was inveftigated in
‘India,’ he'dreaded, that'the minutes of ‘thofe who oppofed his mea-
fures, :and thofe of ‘the Bombay Council, -would-trace the fubjeét to
.its fource, and diftribute the {ligmas among the culprits, agdording
to their refpeétive degrees of criminality.. :

1 Here Mr. Haftings has carried affeed moderation beyond his
purpofes, becaufe the Bombay Council having had ¢ previous li-
#%. eemeey’ <he, unguardedly, criminates himfelf, as the fole atther
of the licence. : ]

§ By this bravado, he expeéted to imprefs the public with an
idea of innocence. in: himfelf, and to aveid the eenfure of a diret
participation, if not that of appearing the oftenfible criminal.
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¢ to punith ; which, perhaps, in this cafe, we bave not
< ineffelt.* g

¢ The charge preferred by Governor Hornby againft
¢ Colonel Egerton, and Licutenant Colonel Cockburn,
¢ and referred exprefsly to us for.our judgment upon
¢ ity “is bur a {mall portion of a long feries of long
¢ apparent mifconduct, every partot which has.an
< equal claim, and many greater, . to our confideration
« of them.” There was no need of this reference to
¢ us, * norare we competent to receive it.”’ .

# Mr. Haftings, after beftowing a. profufion of re-
¢ proach, invective and abufe, on the Bombay govern-
¢ ment, for the whole of their condu,. all at. once
¢ {weetened his tone into a tender melodious accent, and
s he urged temper in the form of comveying the opinions and
< refolutions of the Board to men who were not exempt from
¢ the common infirmities of bumanity, in order to give en-
< couragement and confidence to their future proceedings, in-
< fead of adding to their depreffion, which, by inflaming
S their paffions, might prove the furef means of converting
< the power fill left in their bands into infiruments of oppo-
< fition, and even of the defeat of the wvery meafures which
< required their agency, and could not be accomplifbed with-
< out it b

This is the moft fevere and cruel part of Mr." Haft-
ings’s cenfures, becaufe it ceafes to attack their inca-
pacity and want of judgment, but is pointedly direéted
to their hearts, and whichy in fact, becomes a -charge

turef

» Here he contradicts what he averred but a few lines before, that
the Council poffefled the power of fufpenfion. ]

+ Knowing, as Mr. Haftings avows, ¢ thofe greatand repeated
« mifcondu&s of: a long ftanding,” how criminal was: himfelf, in
not reftraining them, having the power, and confiderably more criv

minal, in extending their power beyond the reach of correstion ?
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of high, immediate criminality-againft himelfiwherher
he really entertained thofe fentiments-of the Bémbay”
government or not.—Ie declares, in explicic terms, ?
< (T hat, wnder,; the influence of poffions- be belicves them' tas’
< pable of briraying the mat. facred truft's> and althoogh'
he avows, that the Supreme Board have legal powér'to
fufpend; men-of - that dangerous  difpofition from* their’
ftations, : he. prefers the mild-and temperate‘expedient
of fupprefling every idea of reproach, ‘under pretence’
of .preventing the abufe of “an authority, ‘which he,*
notwithftanding,: continues to cloath them wich; at the*
avowed hazard of fubverting the whole Britifh power,
together with:the property‘and poffeffions ‘of ‘the' Eng-
lith-Eaft-India: Company in Hindoftan.—~The 'artifice-
and device practifed upon this:occafion, were too flim-
{ily. fhaded . to,conceal. the defign: - The Governor.of
Bombay: erred principally”in conveying the power<of
the -whole Board to a committee ‘which accompanied
the expedition; -and: in’ being too credulous’ to ‘the “af=
fertions of -Mr. Moftyn ‘and Mr. Lewis;—but above’
all, in:being oo -obedient'to the dark; myferiots’
dictates.of Mr.Haftings. ~ Mr. Draper, with-a penes
trating judgment, qualified by experience, oppofed the
whole:mealures, in every ftage, and was of courfe blame-
lefs ;—Mr."Moftyn, whofe opinion firlt mifled the'reft;
was dead ;—Colonel Egerton continued under fufpen-
fion.—And Mr. Carnac alone, remaining as the dreaded
ard ‘exceptionable charaéter, againft whofe voice was
oppofed - ¢chat of Colonel Goddard, invefted with the
plenipotentiary and controuling power of the Supreme
Council of:india;—the Governor concluded with a
propofal of a draught of a letter, to be written to the
Selet Committee of Bombay, agreeably to the mild
fympathizing: ftyle: which*he " thought wioft confiftent
with prudence, than the dé:ngerous confequetices of ex-
afperating defperate fpirits, by juft reproachies, ., .

Rregys s ‘ Sir
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Sir Eyre Coote, having prepared a minute, which
while it difcovered the animated remains of a vetcran,
exprefled gn its primitive garb *, uninfluenced fenti-
ments, and promifed honor to himfef, and a happy
iffue to the truft committed to him, 1n a two-fold ca-
pacity ; this performance, whether prompted by vanity,
for it contained good things, or want of thought, for
Sir Eyre is often abfent in company, he prefented at
the board, notwithftanding that he had fore time
before, become a convert to the fuperior eloquence and
influence of the Goverpor, and fecond in council.  Va-
pity may be afcnbed as a prevailing prineiple, becaufe
the paper was tranfmitted to all parts, as an admirable
fpecimen of diftinguithed abilities, to excite the future
cxpectations of mankind. '

. The language thus publithed will enflame the paf-
fions of men aganft the author, if by an actual
apoftacy from the very fpirit: which it breathed, it is
difcovered, that it was but a veice, an artificial Jound
emitted by ibe wmouth, without the concurreuce of the
beart.

He entered with judgment into an accurate derail of
the whole proceedings, from the adoption of the mea-
furesin July 1778, and inveftigated circamftances and
fafts deducible from them, to the return of the van-
quithed army, and the fulpenfion of the military com-
ganders in Bombay. He criminated the condu&t of
the feleét committee, in taking away from the military
commander the authority and influence which along
could enfure fuccels and viGory, and vefting it in
a committee of two civilians, occupying three voices
againft a fingle voice of the nominal military com-
mander,—And with jult propriety, he enumerated

againizt

® He altered parts of it feveral days thereafter.
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sgainft Mr. Carnac (who, “after the death of Mr. Mol-
tyn, poffeffed abfolute and uncontrouled power ovet’
the army) a catalogut of crimes and errors, on which
he makes the following very expreflive interfogations
and fuggeftions. ' X

¢ Is'there any thing,” faid Sir Ere, ¢ that we, the
Supreme Couri¢il can do,- adequate to fuch cafe ?
The eyes of the nation are upon us.—Our feelings
for our country’s honour; will be the meafuire of our
own.—Our powers extend to'a removal from their
ftations.——Rerhoval from ftation, {eting lofs of cha-
racter out of the queftion, amounts only to a cefla-
tion of falary.—~And thall'a mere eeffation of falary
be a requiral for the fa@ts hiére ftated, if chey fhould
prove true 2 No! et the acquital or punifhment,
fuch an inveftigation  may bring on, become a na-
tional obje&. I propofe, that a public trial be
ordered home. ' Qur martial law muft decide tpofi
the merits of the two commanders of ‘the army,” or
fuch other officers, whofe conduét upon the cxfc'—
dition may require elucidating - But nothing lefs
than our ‘hational tribunals can acquit or punifh the
civil gentlemen cngaged in it; who by the exceflive
powers they took; preferved theé whole refponfibilicy
to themfelves.”

PP T T T S S ST T S S B S S U

Wha a pity thdt thefe fentiments pofleffed kis rhind,
bucior a few days only; it will appear by the minutes,
that un the 7th’ and ioth of June he adopted ‘others,
direétly oppofite ; and on the 14th June fubicribed to
a letter, which facrificed the military Commanders of
Bombuy. to thie'decifion of the Civilians, who were their
actulers, and whom lie declared fo late as the 24th of
» May to have “‘preferved the whole rejponfibility to them-
¢ felves’ In the .ame fhore fpace, by a ltrange infa-
tuation, (for who ‘can. account  for human infatuation)

. Q 2

¢
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he departed . from ‘all, the patriotic, jult, and élevated:
rs‘xggnms, urged v wnh {o much energy and military fire,
i this mmutc i 1o

i Grsintiee: ARt

Afrcr comphmentmrr Colonel Goddard on his great

merit as an officer, Sir Eyre Coote propofed, that the
rank of a Brigadier General by brevet commiffion be
: cohferred on him, but adds,

2 ! - 4 L A ]
a0, That it is no_tin the power of the Governor- general
s-and Council, or the Prefidency of Bombay, to ap-
¢, point him commander in chief of the forces there,
¢.or to give him an effettive voice in the Selet Com-
¢mittee ; as Colonel Egerton cannot be looked upon
¢ in any other light than Commander in Chief, (tho’
¢ prevented from ating as, fuch) until the fentence of
¢.a Court Martial, or the Court of Direétors, decide
¢Jupun the charges laid againft him. Under thefe cir-
¢ cumftances, I have only torecommend, that the Go-
£ vernment of Bombay fhall give Colonel Goddard a
¢ deliberative voice in their committee, and confult
¢ -him upon all military and political points ; and that
& we continue to him thofe powers which he already
£ poflefles from this government, and further invett
¢ him with fuch others as may be found neceffary for
¢ carrying on our views.’—In continuation he obferved,
¢ That Moodajee Boofla was propofed, becaufe his ¢ele-
¢ -vation will reftore the old Marratta Goyernment, and
¢ thereby ftrengthen, aggrandize, and unite the Mar-
¢ ratta Empire ; which very reafon feeming fo ftrong
o¢ with the Council of Bombay,* if no better can be
¢ given, will prevent my ever concurring in it. Our
¢ teal interefts are to keep theirs divided ; always pre-
L venting over-growth of power in any of their pnrtx}(]?s,
¢ thus

e He erred through inattention. The Council of Bombay thouaht
exat’tlv as he did himfelf. And the miftake led him to oppofe his
new friend Mr. Haftings, whofe favourite meafure it was.
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¢ thus« cnacévourinmtb ‘hold: the feales;in-otir -owp *
¢ hands,’"wet remain. ourfelves ‘in’ aigreat. degree the °
< umpire. wThis  is:the toueft road: to sthe fuppore, of -
¢ our dignity and profit, as well as toth furet meaps®
¢ of retaining undifturbed, what we now poflefs.—I

¢ therefore think, that af‘prcfénr ‘we'fhonld! not took

¢ to renew-a war, but negotiate with rhe various Mar-

¢ ratta interefts, an-honourable! peace,'/conformably

< to the dir¢ftions ‘already gwen Co}onel Godddrd
< upon that.head. © = Jf,' ¢ ) »
Uiy 2tawng - ?
¢ But 1flby refufing thxs they forcc LIs, to: contigre
hoftilities, then our utmoft vigour; thouldibe exertyd
to fupport our military reputation :ini:this! countty;
and by one united effort, puta glorious and: fpccdy
end to the war. As to the various plans propofed of
feeking' war for plunder, the honor:dfithe hation and
“theCompany, infeparable from my own, will never
permit me to {ubfcribe to it * «

& e B AL e e o

Mr. Francis’s minute upon the fame occafion, will
befpeak attention without either commendation or pre-
face.—The moft ftriking parts w:ll be prcx«:nted in his
own words, as follow :

<1 ought to apprize the Board, that in the foﬂowmu
minute I have-not offered my opinions. on the mea-
fures, which it may be proper for us to adopt here-
after, for effeting a folid peace on-the-Marratta coaft,
becaufe I looked on that part.of the general fubject
as already provided for, or, at leatt, difpofed of for
thc pref:‘nc, by the pdwers’ and mﬁru&lpns whlch we
1 rslEgosfa o o ¢ zhave
ld ': B .' Y 3

' e after feveral days fathiorled and qualified e two laft ‘para-
graphs ‘to the mind :and 'views jof :Mr: Haffings; s+ Both; coptinue

upoh record, as a monument of his good nature, and pliant conde-
{fcenfion,

a n a & & &
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* have given to Colonel Goddardi=<~My reflections a’IjA
¢ 'ply only to'the facts already pafty and-which -1 un”
¢ “derftand to be teferred generaliy to us, for our judg-
*“ment upon them.” Dy

- The Minute of Mr. Francis, viz.

¢ It is needlefs at this time to enter intb a confideras
tion of the juftice ‘of our quarrel with the Marrrarta
Government, or of the extent and quality of the
powers under which the Prefidency of Bombay have
a&ed, in violating the treaty of Poonah. Thofe quef-
tions have been fufficiently difcuffed in the: Governors
General’s minutes and ming, - before Sir Eyre Coote’s
arrival.’

T® & & &8 &6 » &

¢ The following obfervations are confined to the pos
licy of the meafure within itfelf, and on its own prin:
ciples, and to the propriety of the means made ufe of;
to carry it into execution.’

1ft. ¢ It appears by the Bombay- confultations of tle
1oth December 1774, and by their letter to us of
the 20th January 1778, that they were unanimoufly
determined, not to engage in any afltive cnierprizé
in favour of Roganaut-row, unlefs they were folicited
‘thereto, by Saccaram-Moraba, Bucheoba, and Ttc-
ikojee ' Holker, by ‘a joint ‘application, under- theit
“hand-writing/ and« ficea’s {feals) and that this was'a
condition fine qua non. 5

o aa & *® & & »

#{Yet ‘oni‘the 1ft “July following, ' they refolve to
o« march'to Poonah, with Roganaut row, without hav-
«ing received any application from the perfons above-
% mentioned; orentered: into-any fpecific engagements
sswhatfoever, with'any ‘of the Marratta Chitfs.” *After
“the expedition’ had failed; Mr. Hornby fays; ¢ Irwas
¢ evtdenty
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¢ covidenty there was not wone Chief in the Empire whs
¢ would draw o fword fir Roganeut-rew.’—(Minute
1gth February 1779) * It follows therefore that in un-
<"dertaking to act, without having previoufly fettled
terms of co-operation with fome of the Marratta
Chiefs, they departed fram: their own fundamental
pringiples,  and as far ‘as.fu-cccfs'dcpcnded’on fuch
co-operatjons, ' they had no right ta expet it.

L )

2d. ¢ It further apears by their proceedings of 12th
Oétober 1778, that when they took:their refolution
in July, they reckohed upon the hopes of affiftance
from Moraba, Bucheoba, ‘and Holker, ‘with 30,000
horfe  Yerin Oétober they determined to.carry their
plan into execunion, when every expectation of fuch
affiftance muft have tajled them, confidering the two
fuft of the above Chiefs were then under reftraint,
and the latter greatly fuipeéted.

PO S N L T T T

3d. ¢ 1In July, they appear to have relied on the afs
filtance of Colonel Leflie’s derachment, and to have
confidered the fecuring a jun&tion with him, aseffens
tial to che {uccefs of their plan, for which purpofe they
then fent him erders to march to Zanir.—~Yet on the
12th Octuber, while our detachment was ftill in Bun-
dlecund (che fame ftation which it occupied in July)
thar 1s, at fo great a diftance, that a jun&ion could
not poflibly have been effected before the February

follawing 3 they determine to carry their plan forth.
with into execution.

4th. . ¢ With the'e faéts before me, I have a right to,
conclude, that the Sele¢t Committee in attempting to,
march to Poonah, have aéted in oppofition to their
own profeft principles. 1 mean, that whereas at firft,
and up to the 12th, Oober, they appear to have
thought certain conditians neceffary, as well to jultify

¢ their

[ S e



¢ Fg)
« «theitengaging in the mealure in'quettion,-as to infure
< ‘the foccefs of it 3 .they at laft  plunged themielves into
¢ the execution of stheir plan, when cvery one of thefe
¢ coudmons ‘had fallcd them. w4
Balyi} )

5th € Thexr:gnorancc of the real {’catc of the Poonah
#:Durbar, ‘and:of: the refpective: powers and. influence
¢ of the perfons who'compoted it, isa remarkable cir-
< cumftance, and fhould ferve as a future caution to
¢ the Company, and to this:=Government, againft truft-
< ingimplicitly to any intelligence we may receive from
««that quarter.~=While ithe ' plan was in agitation, it
¢ fuited their purpofe to reprefent Nana, as the moft

¢ powerful,-and:to us, ‘the moft formidable. of all the
¢ Marratta Chiefss s that-he was devoted to the French,
s andhad engaged .to put them  into. poffeflion of
¢« Choul: «“Whatever his~ inclinations might be, of
¢ which we have no better evidence than of thereft; it
¢ is clear that they were miftaken in their opinion
<}of his/power.>s Mr. Hornby: fays, in his minute of
1gth February 1779, © The lead thar Scindia has taken
¢rin'the adminiftration, and:the condition to which he
< has reduced Nana, ito be no more than a creature of
¢ his,» were never thoroughly known, till the faéts dif-
¢<.covered.themfelves onthis occafion ;. yet they are to
¢ be'traced in Mr. Moltyn’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices,
¢ ‘gver/fince.the. revolution effected by Madajee Scin-
¢:dia’s means in June laft, »when Nanafled to him.’
Orni -which Mr. Draper; obferves—¢: That -he. cannot
¢ enough lament, that we have.folately.become ac-
¢ quainted with Scindia’s being the principal perfon in
¢ power, notwithftanding the refidence of Meflrs. Mo-
% ftyn andLiewis at Poonah.” i

+In the execution of the: mea{urc, ithe Board, I think,
¢ willfee-fuch errossat the outfer,  as mlght have bcen

§ alonc*f.zﬁiqcnt to defear s« fi
1_ﬁ:. Thelr
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rit: ¢ Their appointment of Field-deputies,s ufider
the title of a Committee for coricerting and conduitting
all military operations. The fuccefs of‘mﬂita‘r‘iy'opc’-
rations. depénds 'upon-a unity of command, “witkout
which therercanrbe neither decifion or difpatch. ¢ De-
bate and execution’cannotimove together —Conftant
experience hashewn the bad effets of Field-deputa-
tions.—The :Company in a:former “inftatce feverely
condemned the appointment at Madras on*a{imilar
fervice, and no one argument is fuggefted to fhew,
that fuch an-appointment was neceffary on the prefent
occafion. If the Sele¢t Committee deemed their
commanding officer unequal to the conduét ‘of an ex-
pedicion of threedcore 'miles, they oughtnot to have
- employed him. ~ To place a“civil authority over the
immediate execution of military ‘operations, might
create many mifchiefs, and could correét none. Mr;
Hornby himfelf feems to have entertained. the- fame
opinion of the meafure that ‘1 do.—The commiffion
given to the Committee required the obedience of all
the Company’s fervants, civil-and military,  yet Mr.
Hornby in his letter of 23d December, to Mr. Car-
nac, fays, that in his opinion, there can be no necef-
fity for publithing it, and ‘that the promulgation of
fuch a commiflion might bear the appearance of fetting
up an ‘authority in the very camp, to fuperfede that
of the commanding officer, and give ideas among the
troops,’ as ‘well as 10 Colonel Egerton, very diffe-
rent-from thofe of the:Seleét Committee’—He con-
feffes, that the words, ¢ To concert and conduét all mi-
¢ litary operations, are too comprehenfive, that they
¢ efcaped himfelf at the time the commiffion pafied,

¢ and he thinks they muft have Mr. Carnacalfo.’

L N N T Y N N I N N N N N N S NP

¢ Confidering that the body of the commiffion itfelf

< does not exceed a few lines, it feems-extraordinary,
¢ thatthe effential parts of it fhould pafs unobferved by
' SRS B ¢ thofe
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sonly have fucceeded by rapidity-and furprize.
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thofe who drew it up, - Bur, whether it efcaped thofe
gentlemen, or. not,  Colonel Egerton has fufficiently
cleared himfelf. from any goncern in-the: meafure. 'Be-
fore he Jeft Bombay he protefted (on-the 4th ofi'No-
vember 1778) againft being accompanied by Field-
deputies.., The commiffion was framed after his de-
parture; and. be protefted againtt its being publifhed
in the army, as foon ag he {aw it on ithe zoth De-
cember. '

2d. | The immoderate quantity of baggage, and train
of castle which attended the army, and which is faid
to bave amounted 1o nincteen thoufand, feemto iave
been unpeceflary for, fo-fhare-a marchyand whollyin-
confiftent with the plan of an expeditiony which'¢otld

3d. ¢ The allowing Roganaut-row to move with 3
{eparate camp, inftead' of keeping'him ¢onftantly un-
der. the eyes of the Commander in Chicf, ftems to me
a capital miftake, in confequenceafiwhich the motions
of our army were made to depend on'thofe of Roga-

-naut-row, .. who kept aloof when'he thought fit; ‘and

was left at liberty to negociate: with the'enemy for
bhimfelf, and in cafe of a misfortune, betray us ta
themed o 520 a, Hrie '

.‘“Av.lf,‘qr thefe defe&s in the executive part of the plan,
Ldeem.she Prefident and Seledt Committee entirely
anfwerable.”" 51 Inoba :

1;'79, June 7th and 10th, :Mr, Francis minuted fe-

veral ‘patayaphs~mor¢,'on the: fubject of  the military

] opera-

* An event which he attempted to gxecute.  See.the Arcot Va-

keél’s‘lctter to the Nabob, the gth _cparagraph,- thus, © Rogapaict~

< roav femt privately to the Marratta

bief Se'\inaz'a; telling bin thar

¢ ifhe avewld attack the Englifh; be wonld join them awith bis army.
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operations; to the efféé of the latter part “of the ﬂra’F of
a letrer which'he propofedin Council; on the’ 7th Jiine;
and debared-upon: the rothi—therefore to carry’on the
conformity,-the concluding paraoraphs of the’ pfopofed
drafe fhall:be ficft introduced. ' He' propafed, “that in
the letter to Bombay, the Board thould communicate
their difapprobativa of the ﬁ'eps taken' againi’c the mili-
tary commanders; thus'é

1ft. < That we highly difipprove of thé réf'erence
made to usy todecide o the condac of Colonel Eger:
ton and- Lieatenant 'Colonel Cockburn, over whom

wwe dave 0o jurifdiftion 5 and that'if we were’ other-
wife.competent: to try the charge, ' the want of viva
waee evidence, ‘to be examined upon odth concermng
many fa&s neceffary toeftablith the truth of it, would
be an xmmcdxate bar to our procteding.

L & R

2d. “That theforhat chafge exhibited by the Preﬁ-
dent againft Mefirs. Egerton and Cockburn, far hav-
ing refufed'to take charge of conduing the army
back to Bombay,* ought to have been jotlowed by
an immediate arreft and trial. It is a queftion of fA&;
which-could only be determined on the fpot:

LR PR Rt Y

3d. ¢ That to prefer a charge and refufe a frial, is,
in our opinion, a proceeding wlhiolly inconfiftent with
juftice;: and liable' to' many dangerous confeqtiences,
A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pafs
without condemnation, tends in the firft fnftdrice “to
leave the charatters and fatety of individuals, at the
mercyof men in power, ‘and ulumately’ to- “weaken
the hands ot Government itfelf, by deftroying that

R, ¢ confi<
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-
* Altliough Colonel Cotkburn reﬂ\fed to take. the charge;p?com
du&mg the ars {' over traéts and paffes, -back, to Bombay, m Iie 9f~
fered to coniduct them forward 10 Poonah. A
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confidence whicly individuals have been taught tore-
pofe in the juftice and good faith of Governnient;-and
which alone can engage them to aét with fpiric and

svigour inithe public fervice. :

4th: ;¢ Thatrthe menace held out by the Prefident to
the officers, againft whom he himleif bad delivered
a-formal chirge of difobedience of orders, viz. ‘That
ifibey wonld not- decline all military duty “and  fubmit
theirscaufe;to our. determination, be’ would méve 1o fuf-
pend them the, fervice, is, in our upiniony a‘high'and
arbitrary proceeding, and cails for the'moft publi¢ and
folemnicondemnationfrom this Board. Thatthe claim

i of Mcfirs. Egerton:and Cackburn'to be tried by a

court-martial, was a claimy of right, and accruedto
them the momenta fpecificchargewas exhibited againft
them.  That any attempt to induce.men under a pub-
lic charge, to wave their right to a public trial, is

-equally inconfiftent with the juftice and dignity of Go-

vernment.  But that the intention of pafling by all
trial whatfoever, and of proceeding inftantly from'ac-
cufation_to punifhment, as plainly exprefied in the
minute held out by the Prefident, ‘1s, i ‘our'opinion,
highly criminal ; and that as fuch we fhall think it our
duty-to reprefent it to our{uperiors.

5th. “That admitting that Colonel Egerton and Lieu-
tenant Colonel Cockburn; - whether furprized by the

.menaces, of the Prefidenr, or induced 'byany other

motive whatfoever, had at firft fubmitted to the con-
ditions - impofed on them, yet having difavowed or
retracted fuch fuppofed affent, long beforé the refer-
ence to this Board was actually made, the advantage
taken thereof was unjuft.in itfelf, and not to be recon-
ciled to the fair and open purpofes-of public juftice.
That they were in full time to revert to their original

¢ right,
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‘right, and that theit claim to'it ought not to have
been denied. </ 1o ¥ ‘ i

o n

4

6th.- ¢ That we are much concerned that fo-much
time fhould have been loft, by a ufele(s and dilatory
reference to us, of a queftion which oughtto have'been
tried upon the fpot, where all the parties and wicnef-
fes were prefent, and while the' recollettion of ¢very
particular was frefh in their minds. That, however,
the right of Meiirs. Egerton and CSckburn to a court-
martial, is not'weakened by thisdelay ; and for this
reafon, as well as becaufe we think that many circum-
ftances relative to the late tranfactions at Bombay, and
neceffary for the Company’s information, can only be
brought to light by a public trial, we are of opinion,
that a court-martial thould 'be immediately ordered
for the trial of Mefits. Egerton and Cockburn, on the
formal charge preferred againftthem by the Prefident,
‘or fuch-other charges as the Prefident and Committee
may-think proper to‘prefer againft them, for: their
conduétin the courfe of the expedition.”

AR & A S A8 a S AN 88NN

But to revert to the proceedings in a regular ofder—
The confideration of the Governor-general’s minute of
the 24th May, being revived,  Mr. Francis continued
his obfervations by a minute, i the following terms :

¢ It is not poffible that any member of this Board can

¢ be more weary of controverfy than I am, or more de-
¢ firous toavoid it. When the Board agreed to revert
¢ to the treaty of Poonah, we, ineffect, endeavoured to
¢ reinftate ourfelves in a pofition from which ‘we Hever
¢ fhould have departed.. Without looking back to the
¢ fteps by which that.ground was loft, I willingly join-
¢ edin theattempttorenew it: * - Thave’nodoubt that
¢'peace

* Meaning his acquiefcence with the Governor’s propofitions of
sth April laft,
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¢ peace may be obtained on the terms of  Colonel God-~
¢ dard’s prefent inftractions, provided he enters heartily
< into our views's ‘provided this Governiment itfelf  Be in
< carneft in purfuit of its prefent objelt ; and. 'pto'vjd'ig‘f we
do not fuffer durfelves ‘to"be entangled in the defpe-
rate {chemes of thofe who now conftizute the, Go-
~vernment of Bombay, or thwarted by their oppofition.
T deem,” the re-cftablifbment of peace on the Malabar coaft
"t beeffential, not merely to the profperity of the. India
Company,” but to their-exiftence " Th: fum total _gf,;jbe
Britifb intereft in India is involved in the queftion. - Let
< a war upon that coaft be condusied bow it, may, th: dif+
< ference besween conquelt and defeat, in my_judgment,  is
< Jistle more than the delay aor acceleration. of the ruin. of all
SLotir refourcess - nor 35 it clear to my apprebenfion, which
< of #hefe 1wo events will fooneft produce the effeit I expelt
<sequally from botb.? ’

P S SR S R U Y

.28 Faking the truth of their own reprefentations for
< gragted, 1t is not ealy to defcribe a fituation more com-
< pletely deftitute of alt means of fupporting a war than
< that'of  the Prefidency of Bombay ; the annexed ac-
< count thews, that during the laft five years they haye
¢ received little lefs than one hundred and fixteen lacks
< of current rupees,* direétly out of the reyenues, of:
¢ Bengal; ' yet their bond debt accumulated daily, and
¢ now amounts to 38 lacks. By the month of O&ober
¢ (Mr. Hornby fays) their finances will be utterly ex-
¢ haufted.  In.the interval they-will want a fupply, of

¢ 30 lacks
* From joth April 1774 to 1t Ma ,13,341,
. goth Agril x;;‘; to 1ft Ma¥ ;2 _;?,71,(?;1;,
3oth April 1776 to 1ft May 77 19,50,726,
_3oth April 1777 to 1t May 78 <19,36,764;"
3ath April 1778 to 1ft May 79 -29,01,238,

Rupees 11%,76,680,

C——— e w
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30 lgd)(}s\.""Qf this fum the Bi_'gﬁgiﬁn_t propofes to Bor-
row. 20 lacks, but doubts the poffibilicy of raifing fo

large a fum ; and.if:it could beborrowed, he fays, .
ve no funds to pay, cven. incereft. o o

O C()‘fone‘,l”(ib.dgla;a in his iait, letter of. the 25th of
“April, tells ps, that it is impofiible in that country,

and he fears 1o its peighbourhood, - to find men fit to
recruit the vacancies which happened in his battalions,

fince leaving the Jumna. - Bur-Mr. Hornby himfelf

tells us, “and we have reafon to believe it true, that
the Bengal §¢prs will not ftay. at fo greata diftance
from their native country,~—He fays, that if they were

10 have 00 caufe of diffatisfaclion on account of their

pays. there is. reafon to fear their numbers will every
day diminifh, by their going of to their own country.

¢ Even before the late rupture with the Marrattas,
and fong ' before - the difafter which attended.it, the
Prefidency of Bombay told us in their letter of the

“7th December 1777, that fince their late acquifitions

it.was BeCome very-neceffary, and they had accord-
ingly recommended it to the Company,  to augment
the Eurdpean corps;.that notwithitanding they gave
every, encouragement, .it. was very. difficult to raife
good Sepoys on  that coaft; that it would require fo
much time 10 taifc and difcipline a further number of
Sepoys, o as in the leaft degree. to be confidered as
effeltive froops, that it would be much better in every

-refpeft 1o fend them a reinforcement of difciplined

Sepoys, if European troops could nog.be fpared. -
AT LA

“ We fbould do wellto. confider bow long we can main-
tain. @ war; on fuck & footing, before we engage in it, —
1 willnot fuppsfs the cafe of new mifcarriages. Let it be
admitied that fuccefs, and: congueft are as certain as the
mqft ]Emg)q‘;zuq:peﬁa_;io}zs canimagine 5 it does not follow,

; ¢ thay
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st that the ohjedls propofed-to be obtained by them, arve fuch
““ a5 we ought to aim @l in our prefent circumflances, or that
< wiflory will pay its own expentes. <= By extending our
¢ territorial poffeffions, we create irreconciléable enmily in
¢ the minds of thofe powers, whom we immediately rod of
< thir property. - We Jil cvery other'Indian fotewith jea-
““Joufy and alarm, and the territory we acquire, comés wafi-
 ¢d and depopulated invo our bands.”® " 10 vl B

"

a

a

-

] Jit il Titmaar?

«To defend a néw line of frontiers) new military e(-
¢ tablifhments muftbe formed, and thofe eftablithments
«smult not only bé paid for out of thefevenués'of Ben-
¢ gal; butithe very men who compofe’ them, ‘raiféd and
«inourifhed heretxo fupply 4 fervice; which we know
« they! will takethe firlt opportunity of deferting. -

¢ Such, in my conception, is the fitvation in which a
< fuceefsful war againftithe Marrattas alone, will-place
¢ us.t Butif our fuccefs, or the apparent profpe& of
< it,'fhould compel them to call in'the French' to their
« ufliftance, if rather than relinquifh their country to us,
< ‘chey fhould refolve to make it the feat of ‘war, et us
< confider in what manner'the conteft'is thén ‘to’be
< maintained, and to what iffue it may lead us. “No-
¢ thing lefsthan the extreme and inftant neceflity of felf-
< prelervation, can ever reduce the Marrattas to 1o def-
¢perate @ refolution, as that of inviting 2 ‘European
¢« army into their country. If once they are’intro-
¢« duced, it may be a difficult tafk to remove them.
¢ The events of war inthat cafe will net be fo clearly at our
< command, as they are thought 1o be at prefenty and let it
< be remembered, that on thefe events, if ihey are forwarded
<« &y cur-alls, we foall want only to flake the fate of our
3 Empiﬂ,’ : 531

&< T'he quefiion does not end bere : In the prefent fate” of

s shings, much more than the intereft of India way depend
3 . (13 0”
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“ oy the.care.and @sonony with which e condus?. the Com-
S pauys affirioe—.d regulor, return of wealth. from the.
<< revenues.of thefe provinces is. undoubiedly expecied at bowe.

< bpmations now perbaps Jooks to Bengals s ats laft and.
s« greateft exte nal refource.  But if this demend gpon.us

< fiom bome were not, faprclfing,avd fo likely Lo increafe, as

] ihink i3, isy 1t 15 Lime. for. 45, to confiders whether there.
¢ pe in Great Eritain a fundpinial fm'be. £gual 1o the

““ tenure of unbounded acquifition, at this diftance from ke

©¢ featof Empires erwhether we are not prrived at a point,

< gt which common prudence difates to us ta fix, once for

< all;: the limits-of . our. dominion.  If my judgment. were to

s prevagly it fhould be opr, objedd to contralt them.”

¢ Thefe general confiderations belong properly to the
¢ opinion which I mean to give on the principal quef-
¢ tions before us, and will be found applicable to the
¢ fubject? : i

s To avoid a ufelefs debate at the Board, T think the
firft queltion fhould be put generally, and decided by
a majority of votes,—viz.—Whether we thall or fhall
notentsr into adifcuffion and eenfure of the late tranft
actions at Bombay ? . If it be determined in the affir-
mative, -the, commander_in_chief’s minute and mine,
will ‘furnith. whae I deem f{ufficient materials for that
part of our letter. — To thele, however, the other
members.of the Board may propofe fuch additions or
alterations as they fhall think’proper.”

CC R N L RN

¢ "Fhe fecond queftion, I fhould think, to be decided
«“in the fame manner, is, Whether we thould declare
< ‘our opinion to the Prefidency at Bombay, that Colo- -
< .nel Egerton and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn fhould
¢ “be tried by a court-martial, for the reafons afligned in
« “the paragraphs 1 fubmitted to the Board on Monday
P P 1 : A
vivasy Moy ey ‘Q. ¢ ¥ ‘Thc
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¢ The remaining queftions brought before ns bythe
¢ Governor General‘s mmutc, reqaire more care and
< 'deliberation than need be gwen t0.the condemnatron
¢ of any thing that is pa&

Fol thmk we ought, in the firft place, to decide ge-
<“nerally, whether we thall or thall not {end any ‘new
<“ipftructions 1o Colonel Goddard, before we ‘hear the
¢ refult of thofe.we have already fent. —My opinion 1s,
¢ that we fhould wait tor advices irom h1m in reply 0
< our lerters of the 5lh of APnl ot

£ Wuh refpet to the propofed inftructions, I am 3-
¢ gainft our engaging in, or givingour fanéhon to, the
Plan of military oper.m(ms propolcd by Mr. Hornby.’

Firft. ¢ For the reafop affigned by the commander
¢ in chief, in which 1 intirely concur, and ‘which I beg
¢ leave to recite in his own words; viz. “HAs to tbc
< various plans propo!ed of fecklno war for plunder,
< the honour of the nation and of the Company, infe-
¢ parable from his own, would never pcrmxt him' to

* fubfcribe to it.”

-

D o4

¢ Secondly. Becaufe, if I thoughr a war on this or

any other plan might at a future day be unavoldable,

Al T would not, ar the prefent point of time,. hold
out to the Prefidency of Bombay the moft dlﬁam idea

ofnpcourugen.cnt and eventual fupport in the profe-

cuiicn of fuch meafures, being thordughly copvinced

from my kuowledge and experience of the temper

_that predominates there, it would furnifii them wirh
means, of ‘which ] fear thcy might avail themfelves,

to cmbarrafs Colonel Goddarcs negociations with the

Poonah Durbar, and o prcvent a‘peace.” By plang.

ing the Company into'a war, itis poﬁ‘nble that 2 hope

may. be enteriained of rccovenng perfonal credit,

L Tha!

P S S Y SO R R R I S o o
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¢ That:inftant difficulty may withdraw the Compary’4
¢ attention: from things alrcady done; and tha:, in the
¢ .courfe-of events; new quemons may arife, in whick
¢ the confideration of former mifcarriages and former
¢ mifconduét may be loft.—But thefe are motives of ac-
< tion which have. no¥efatién to the public fervice, and -
<, which neither: €an, wior ouah’t to have any x’nﬂucnce
¢ -over-our dchbermons 3
o Thrrdly Becaufle the motive afligned for not cen <
¢ furing the late tranfa@ions with the fevemy they de-
% fcrve, viz. That it would be improper-to add to thé
< depreffion. of ameng, by -Whofe -agency we muft fupport and
< defend the-rights of the Company, and. the bonor of ‘the
¢ Brityb nation, amounis to 3 declaration or admiffion,
¢ that the lame agency which has already produced fo
¢.much dithonor and, diftrefs; muft ftill be. trufted and
¢ _employed in_ the dire@lion and conduét of the ‘pros
‘“pofed opccanom But to this l:can never affent.”
<1 fee no_ wifdom, -nor firmnels, nor union, in their
‘‘couneils. And | havé no reafon to believe that their
¢ difpofition is pacific.”

¢ Fourthly. Bécaufe I fee no ground for apprehen-
‘f'on, thar the Marrattas will reniew hoftilities with us;
cven, t for the recovery of the territory ceded: to themn
by, the conyention ; provided we are contented to
'ﬁand‘upp\n (he detenfive.. They have no general
prmcxplc of ynion among .themielves, but thar of
felf-deg Neither party, however; can now att
aga«nl the othcr, with .effe¢k; betore O&obeér. In
that mtgwal a peace may be wbiained, if we, bu ovr
part{x are beariily, z%zq{znad‘ s#o:4f. | At all events; we
loe po;}xmg by waiting for thezefulc of Colonel God:

rd’s negociatiofs.—If in addition to’ his: pfefenz i«

fét ‘%’tl‘?ns, i) be thought.advifeable to 1mpowet hiri
d‘f g‘%nl ps,,ﬂicnaﬂug{\ef Madajee :Scindia, by aft

.dl‘ 3 Q.2 ¢ equitable

& A A & & &8 A A A& A~ A ~oa
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equitable compromife, in lieu of the private engape-
¢ ments already tetdded wich him, 1 fhall readily agree
H bip it, becaufe | think,thacwith prudent management
it may be the means of ‘forwarding a general peacc,
yzuhout whieh } would noc make' any conceffion.’

X I ha\e heretofore ‘ftated my reafons at Iargc for.
< ob;céhncr to the alliance propoied to be accomphfhcd
¢, with_Mcodajee Bocfls, by the deputation of Mr.
s Eihot, ‘and Colonel ‘Goddard’s fubfequent appoint-

- ment_to the fame' commiflion —The plan having
$ faxled i hould be forryto-fee it refumed.—1 dread
< the. tdm of. involving ‘our governmenty which is now

< S tao great to all’on any bur fimple principles, in a
¢ labyrinth of Afiatic politics——Let . us be contented with
< what we bave,  Let us keep the peace y let us leave our
< neighbours’ to fetile’ their differences among themfelves
¢ auithout our interpofiticn, and I am tbcr&uglﬂly Jaiiified,
¢ that no Indion pewer will ever moleft us.’

¢ To thefe general reafons I cannot add a flronger
¢ argument than that wkich' the military commancer
¢ in chiet’s minute has turnifhed me; he obferves,
< That Mocdajee Boofla 'is propofed, bemu/e bis elevation
< will reflore the old Marratta government, and thereby
< frengthen, aggrandize, ond unité the Marratta empire,
< awbich very reafon, if no better can be given, wiil privent
.my concurring in it. Yven the Governor-General's
¢. opinion.comes ftroagly in fupport ot Sir Eyre Coote’s
¢ fentiments’ and mine on this fubjeé. - He thinks,
¢ that Mocdajee Boofla will wait for proofs of our fuperi-
< ority, before be will bazard the confequcnces of a decided
< compeltiew with ws. When that fuperiority is ob-
< tained, we fhall ftand in no need of the conneCion;
< and if our fcheme of military operations be not
< practicable with our own force, .I agree entircly
¢ with the Governor-General in thinking, rbas we

¢ foall
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¢ Jodll gain natbmg by maumbfrmg aurfeloes wzt/a Lthe

‘annuf\nq\a‘uho\naanaqa'\l\aﬁnn‘nﬁea»

¢ weight of 4 tzmld Blly>n TR pniNe et SOl i asun
s
¢ Before  we ‘determine, - whether:we’ fhall fend any

“farthér fupply of money'to Bombay, at this time; and

to what amount, T'defira'thac the Accgmptanc-Gmc 4
ral may lay beforeus; ad account of the fumsaiatly
remitred to that Preﬁdency, for their exclufiteerviee,

“fitice April, 1778, -dx&momﬂunmthemnxmlfnorhwﬂie'

extra {upply, " Alfo] 4 Mbate of thefugwremined to
Colonel Goddardy or -drawn for by‘hiﬁa’,hﬁﬂcg hefuc-
ceeded to the commanid~of the ‘detachment. .\ Eraay
thefe accouts, we may be ablc to judge, how far we
are ‘bound 'to’ cottiply with: any tiewcdeénsinds From
Bombay s how }ong Colonel Géddard'sprefehc funds
will Taft; and ar what time it may belnecefliry to make
him further remittdfices for. the payiof his army.-vAr
préfent, T'will not &ondent to fend a rupee to Bombay,’
for the purpofe of carrying on- war, and mang
conquefts ; nor will I confent to it at any time, but

under the condition infifted on by the (military) com-

mander’in chief, that measis are taken 1oi prevent the
muney falling into bands, which experience bas proved will
make fo'ill o ufe of it... A confiderable part-of the

“money which’we fent'them laft year, to defray their

neceflary ‘expences, has been giver to Rogantaut-row’
and ‘Scmdla, nearly to the ‘amount of 50,¢00 ). ¥—

‘The truth is, they have/dreamed too'long of' inex-
hauftible ‘wealth frem Bengal. ~ Urder the influence
of this'dream, they have ‘embarked.in{chemes of the
moft ‘dangerous nature, and wafted the Company’s
property with unexampled profufion. .’ It is high time

. that they fhould be awakcned from !

Ny The
"+ To Roganaut- -row  — 4 lacks tupees* 4
T'o his officers, at twice - 3¢,000 rupees
‘To Scindia’s officers - 41,000 ditto. ¢Bombay currency.

P B 7

4,71,000° 0 3
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The Governor-general rcphed to Mr. F "anc1s s mis
nyte, in.the fol'owmrr lacomc 1erms £

YA

v-r«

< I am egual{y anxsous . with Mr. Francis;' to avoid con-
& trwerfy Tbis fentisment 4 not only prof efsy) but I will
$ evince ity By refisfing to bear #y part in it <= This iy
$ j':rzze for an excufes: if anexcufe is neceffary for declining a
s reply to Mr.  Francis’s minute, at the fome tivte that T muft
¢ declare my difagreement,. not.only with its general tenor,
© but with many parts of it 5 swbich appear 1o me, not fo
< neceffary to arife out of ¢the Jubjels immediately before the
Y Baard .as 30 the coniinuation of former debates.’

¢ Thc fentiments which have been expreffed by the
¢ feveral members of this Board, have-led us into a
¢ wide ficld of debate; from which, it is effectuaily in-
¢ cumbent upon-me-to endeavoyr to withdraw our at-
¢ tention. to fuch: precife. points, as may bring this bu.
¢ finefs to a conclufien.’ +

¢ In my firft minute;- I enumerated all the points of
¢ confideration which were brought before us,/by the
¢ difpatches lately received from Bombay leaving it
¢ to the choice of the Board which of thefeiwe fhali résv
¢ je&, and which we thould fele&t for . the fubjédts of:
¢ our inftruions to the Prefidency of Bombay, and to
¢ Colonel Goddard ;. and I concluded with the propo-
< fal’6f the draft of a letter, to be writtensto thélPres
¢ fidént and Ccmmittee of Bowbay; to whichy I haves:
- ﬁncc made fome very material, altcraupns. a
A0
'y } naw be‘g leave to-recall the attengon of the Board,
¢ & the motion whuch is thus regula.:]y»brought :bcﬁcre. n
¢ them, and to rcque[‘c that xhey will be.pleafed: o dewivs
* cide upbn\ it Thg 1etters mvglvc many diftinct-quefap 2}

:Pw sl V5 13 213 OB niditieny o
2 addigiie
+ETRe caufes for this arbitrary mede of fhutung out debgtes ziz
too obvious for animadverfion. ﬂ; ok aofien Lt S bath AT

PG, 10 LD 4 it tady svoq ol esy

S0k

29
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tions, which may be determined by an' approbatiot,
or difapprobation, or an amendment of each paragraph
taken as a feparate quéftion,  Perhiaps it may be deem-
ed more expedignt to the difpatch of bufinefs; to pro-
pofe diftinét queftions; ‘and from  the fenfé of “the
Board collected, upon thefe-to’ form the Tereer"to,
. Bombay, and:fuch other inftructions ds indy deépend
upan them. I fubmit to. this Board; if tbe sthér niem-
“bers of this Board fhalk prefer it. %+ NS '\"ﬁ o
RS s 9 oelpn
"It was relolved that 3 topy of théGovernorigenerals
draft be’ delivered to each member, for thci[‘opinions
on.caci paragraph.asd =ve v BIaSMINN

'Y

P T R I

* At a confalsation. on the:1oth of June, Mr. Francis
propited a draft ofia letter, asamendments upon that
which was propofed by:the Governor; and-a ‘copy del-
vered to each member at the laft meeting.

T he Governor’s draught. > Mr. Francis's draught.
1. ¢ We havereceived  '1.”Approved—literally:
yaur letter of the 4th April, ‘
with its inclofures, by the
hands of Mr. Horfley.”

2.4 We do'not think
it neceffary to enter on the
review of  your Pproceed-
ings, but fhall confine our
prefent enquiries * to the
choice - of ' fuch ‘means ‘as
may bef conduce to re-
trieve their uuhappz con-
fequences; leaving the paft
to the fcrutiny of a higher

2.'%¢ After perufing thefe

papers, with the ftriceft

and moft deliberate atten- -

tion, we have determined, .
not to enter into a particu-
lar difcdffion, or cenfure of
the meafures which have
involved ‘you in your pre-
fent diftrefles. You muft
anfwer to a higher and
and

* This kind of fubmifion from Mr. Haftings’s mouth, or pen,
Was fo ;\avd‘, that it commands to be diftinguithed in Italics.
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and more effeGtual autho-
rity:’

3. « We muft defire to
decline the reference made
to,.us of the charge made
by. your Prefident againft
Col. Egerton, and Lieut.
Col. Cockburn, as a point
on, which we have, no_;unf-

diGion;, and which is cog-
nizable, only by your au-
thoruy, either with  the
power of fufpenfion  im-
medlately, vefted in 1your
body by the Court of Di-

more - effetual authority,

for the difficulties to whxch

you have reduced the .89~

vernment intrufted to your.
care, and for the unexam-..
pled difhonour you: have.

brought upon the Compa-.
ny’s arms.. We leave your

conduét in the courfe of.
thefe tranfactions to be ex-

amined at home, as we

doubt not, it will be with
the urmoft {everity. If, on

our fide, it had been pof-

fible, for us to felect any

part of your proceedings,

either in the plan or exe-

cution, of the mcafures, on,

which we could have be-

ftowed . our . approbation,

we {hould rcadﬂy havcdone

1Chme o -

- g¢ “In. Mr. Prancis’s
draft, on the' fubject' of
the Gevernor’s third: para-
graph, was a literal abftract
of the propofitions made by
him.on the 7th- June.

Sir EyreCoote. propofed }
fome {mall amendmentigon i
the Governor’s paragraph,

4. A Ppro‘vcd

3}
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retors, or through the
regular trial of ‘a court-
martidl; to which we- re.
commend their being im-
médiately brought, not up-
on the limited charge given
in by the Prefident, which
folely points to one part of
their conduct, but upon
a general charge for mif-
conduét, ‘upon an expe-
dition  that has failed.”

4.« Having given full
powers to Col. Goddard,
to’negociate and conclude
a treaty of peace with the
Marratta government, and
having' no caufe to alter
the terms which we have
prefcribed in our ‘inftruc-
tions for that purpofe, we
have only to repear, that
we look:to the'iffue of that
commiffion as our primary
obje, and the termination
of .all our political views
on your fide of India, if it
thall prove fuccefsful.”

5. ¢ But if the minifters
fhall rejet the propofals
which we have ordered to
be made to them,and fhall
reduce us:; to the neceflity
of defending the rights and
interefts of the Company

R

4! Approved=litérally}

5. Until we_thall be
adyifed by Col. Goddard,
of -the refulg.of his nego-
ciations, jicenfequence of
his. prefent .orders,  we do,
not ghink it advifeable to
bind ourfelves, even by a

by
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by an open war, we leave
a latitude of aétion to Col.
Goddard, under your in-
ftrutions, to avail himfelf
of the fituation which for-
tune may prefent to him;
and if a war fhould be in-
difpenfibly continued, it
muft alfo reft with him,
who is refponfible to usfor
his conduét, to adopt any
part, or the whole of Mr.
Hornby’s plan, laid down
in his minute of 3oth
March, or not-at all, as
he may think moft advife-
able for promoting the
diftrefs of the enemy.”

Sir Eyre Coote propofed
a trifling amendment on
this paragraph.

6. ¢ Should this plan be
carried into execution, we
require your ftricteft at-
téntion to the following
cautions :—T hat your en-
gagements fhall be offen-
five, only for the objeds
of your immediate opera-
tions ; and in all other re-

conditional determinations
to profecute the war on the
plan - propofed by Mr.
Hornby, or on any other.
Suppofing that our views
and wifhes, .which are all
dire€ted to an honourable
peace; fhould be defeated,
it is'not from a partial ef-
fort'on your fide of India
alone, that we can form
any reafonable expectation
of a decifive fuccefs againft
the ‘united ‘power of the
Marrartas ; for in the cafe:
of -war,“we  muft {uppofe .
their ftrength to'be: united
againftus;; We will not
therefore, precipitate arre-
folution; 'in. the .confe-
quence of which, all India
may beinvolved. We fhall
wait for advices from Col.
Goddard, and ‘bedeter-
mined -by the: lights and
informations with! which
he may furnith vs.”

6. Comprehended in:the
lalt'pardgraph, No. 5,-up-
on the general-principle, of
his minute, of obferving a
filentrefervation until freth
advices were received from
Col. Goddard, in confe-
quence of ‘his inftructions

of sth April.
3 ol < {pecls,
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{peéts,  purely defenfive.:
That your 'engagements
with ‘the Guicawar’s fa.
mily, ‘thall be made with
the chief ‘of 'it, and with

)
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him exclufively. That you

fhall not affume a ' medi-

ation between thebrothers,

or take any part whatever
in their domeftic difputes,
further than to fupport the
party in- alliance with the
Company, ‘and his poffe(-
fions againft foreign inva-
fion 3 and that you do not
commit the dignity of the
Company, or pledge the
national faith, in formal
treaties with perfons of a
rank or power, unfuitable
to fuch a diftin&ion,”

7. ¢ We are {enfible of
the attention which you
have thewn to our views
with the government ‘of
Berar, in joining the over-
tures lately made to Moo-
dajee Boofla, by Colonel
Goddard, and in your re-
folution, to avoid whatever
might again interfere with
this negociation. We con-
fefs, we at this time enter-
tain little hope of his con-
curring with our defigns:
He will wait for proofs of

7. Obferved the fame
filence as in the preced-
ing, on this paragraph al-
fo—which of courfe im-
plied a difapprobation.

R2

our
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our fuperiority, before he
wilbhazardthe confequen-
«es of a“decided connec-
tion withi‘ug; and every of-
fer made to him, while he
is under the influence of
fuch a policy, will butferve
to increafe his referve, as
he will naturally conftrue
it, toproceed from the con-
{cioufnefs of our own ina-
bility to {fupport ourfelves
withoutaforeignaffiftance;
and ‘this 1s an additional
motive for our preferring
a {cheme of military opera-
tions, praticable by our
own force, unincumbered
with the weight of a timid
atly. I, notwithftanding,
Movdajee Boofla fhall have
anfwered the letters which
have been written to him,
by a willingnels to accepr
of the prpofed alliance,
we fhall leave it to be con-
cluded under the inftruc-
tionsalreadygivenincharge
toColonel Goddard. If, on
the contrary, as we expe,
he fhall directly retufe, or
hefitate, ‘or make new re-
ferences to us, we have, in
fuch cafe, ordered Colo-
nel Goddard to break o
the negociation.” *< ' "
&

n
& 7

R

-

g * We
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8. ¢ We think our- s

8 Tbc fame marks of -

felves ftriétly juftifiable in dxfapprobatlon,,as in the |
vefufing to ratify, even the three. lait paragraphs.

fmallc[’t tittle of the treaty,
or convention of * Wor-
ga.um, and we have already
intimated our fentiments
on this head to Colonel
Goddard, and given him
our final inftruétions upon
it; but aswe had notat that
time before us, the feparate
fe"ret engagement entered
into with Madajcc Scindia,
we couldnoctakeitintoour
-¢onfideration, nor judge of
the obligation we were un-
der to exprefs our fenfe of
}ns fervices, at the inftant
we difclaimed the a&s of
the committee, and will
not admit of any preten-
fions founded on thofe aéts,
yet they cannot cancel any
rights which have their
bafis in effential and in-
trinfic benefits reaped by

our nation. This right we ;

muft acknowledge to be
pofiefled by Madajee Scin-
dia, and muft therefore
declare, thar unlefs he
fhould have forfeited it by
any fubfequent act, he is
intitled to a full compen-
fation for' any difappoint-
ment he may fuffer by our

denial
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dénlial of ‘the a&s of the
committee.” .

. ¢ We have therefore
inftructed Col. Goddard to
exprefs the fenfe in which
this government is pleafed
to regard the fervices of
Madajee Scindia, at War-
gaum, by offering himfuch
a gratification as may be
afforded him by your go-
vernment, or for fome
means which he may pof-
fefs from the operations of

war, in cafe peace is not

concluded, upon the in-
ftru&ions he is already fur-
nithed with,”

10. If in the event of
war, Madajee Scindia fhall
be difpofed to take part
with us, we have authoriz-
ed Colonel Goddard to en-
ter into fuch engagements
with him, as fhall not be
contrary to any before con-
cluded, and which he may
judge moft advifeable;
making our future fecu-
rity, peace, and an ade-
quate revenue, his chief
and indifpenfible objetts,
and the grounds of our en-
gagements with him.”

9. As above.

10. As above,

BoTon 3 To
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11. ¢ To fum up what *

we have written, our firft
defire is to obtain peace on
the terms propofed by our
inftrutions to Col. God-
dard of 5th April, and itis

only in the event of the

failure in this defign, that
we have formed the fubfe-
quent inftruétions, or will
allow of their operations.

12. ¢ The execution of
the propofed treaty of peace
‘with the Poonah Miniftry,
we leave to the fole charge
of Colonel Goddard, ac-
cording to the inftructions
which we have already giv-
en him,

13. ¢ The feparate ne-
gociation with Madajeee
Scindia, bears fuch a con-
nection withthe foregoing,
that we have therefore
thoughtitneceflary toleave
this alfo to hischarge. The
negociation and treaty of
alliancewithMoodajee Boo-
fla, we alfo leave to thefole
management of Col. God-
dard, in the authority of
his inftruétions of the 16th
November, until the pe-
riod of their fufpenfion by

11. Asabove.~

12, Approved, literally.

13. Difapproved upon
the principles expreffed in
his draft oppofite to the
fifth paragraph.

the
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the refufal, or fuch hefita-
tion of Moodajee Boofla, as
he fhall deem fufficient, to
warrant his declaring ‘the
negociation fufpended. The
future renewal of this ne-
gociation we referve to be
determined by our exprefs
orders, but without revok-
ing the credentials and in-
ftructions already granted
10, Col. Goddard, refpect-
mg it. In all other negoci-
ations, treaties, and plans
of military operations, it is
our with fo to blend the
powersofyourgovernment
with our own in the direc-
tion of them, and in every
formalor occafional inftru-
ment which they may re-
quire for their ratification,
asto preferve thecreditand
diftin& refponfibility of
both, and to make both
the pledges for the faithful
obfervance of them. For
this purpofe we need not
recommend that Col. God-
dard be confulted, whether
his prefence, or the pature
of the fubje&ts will admit
of it,onallmeafures, which
have a relation to our pre-
fent inftrutions, as you
have already been pleafed
to allow him a deliberative

voics
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voice in your councils; and
we are happy to find that
you are fo well farisfied
with his condué, - and his
ready difpofition to affift in
the execution of your de.
figns, as to leave us little
occafiontolay downa clear-
er line fos the employment
of the forces under his
command, than that we
have already defcribed.”

- 14. “We have diretted
Colonel Goddard to exe-
cute whatever fervice you
fhall thiok it proper to re-
quire, which he fhall think
praéicable, and which fhall
not be contrary to any in-
ftructions, or to any exift-
ingengagements; acaution
which we hope will be un-
neceffary, but with which
we do not think ourfelves
at liberty to difpenfe, while
the principal refponfibility
refts with us. And for the
fame reafon, we require
that all treaties, whichthall
be concluded by youin vir-
tue of thefe inftructions, be
referred to this Govern-
ment, for its final fan&ion,
and formal ratification of
them, and that a claufe be
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jnferted in_ every treaty fo
concluded, to that effect.

15, We fhall heartily
join with you in recom-
- mending Colonel Goddard

to the Court of Directors, .

forthe appointmentofcom-
mander in chief, at your
Prefidency, on the firll va-
cancy ; and in the interme-
diate time we think it abfo-
lutely neceflary in the pre-
_dent diftreffed fituation that
the military upon your ef-
tablifhment are reduced to,
that he fhould have the
rank given himof Brigadier
General, in order to en-
able him to carry on the
public fervice with more

weight and dignity, for

which purpofe we have
granted hima Brevet Com-
; miffion for the fervice, in
which he is now employed.

‘We are, &c.”

.

J

15

15. Silent.

In conclufion, Mr. Eran-
cis obferved, . t« That with
“ regard 16, the form and
< extent of the charge a-
¢ gainft Colonel Egerton
¢¢ and Lieutenant Colonel
¢ Cockburn, I have na
¢ objetion to the terms
“ recommended’ by Sir
“ Eyre Coore.”

PR

Ic
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1t is impofiible, without deviazing from the common
rules of confiftency, to pafs over the Governar-general’s
drafc wichout animadverfion. It is a perfect maffer-
picce of artful confufion, containing throughout,
ttring of ambiguities; contradiCtions, and uhintellisgible
tautologies, which, if they are not immediately caicu-
lated to.confound and embarrafs the negociator, *ara
certainly meant, in cafe of error or failurc in the exe.
cution, to fcreen the real author from cenfure, by caft-
ing it on Colonel Goddard; and heaping 4 portioo alfo
upon the ponderous mountain already fufpended over
the Piefidency of Bombay. A review and critical com-
parifon of the 5ch, 6th, 7th, 8th, eth, 1oths 11 h, and
12th paragraphs, will clearly evince the truth of ‘this
affertion., But the 13th and rath beggar defeription,
and may, without offending the ablc(% produétions of
the date Holy Suciety, be adjudged to a confpicuous ffa-
tion among Fefuitical performances.—As the unconfti-
tutional and impolitic authorities and inftruéions which
are contained in it, were clearly demonftrated at the
Board, by arefutation which did honour to the duthor; *
as well as by another protelt by Mr. Francis ; ‘it will
only be neceflary now, to fay, that the plenipotentiary
powers to Colonel Goddard, independent of, and as
an abfolute check and controul upon the Goverpor and
Council of Bombay, within the exprefs precinéts of
their commiflion and eftablithment, amount to a total
fufpenfion of that government,  or that the whole act
is. grima facie, illegal ; that even allowing to Colonel
Goddard an affemblage of all the cardinal virtues;
with every ability and force of judgment which belong
to humanity, the tafk. is too arduous; as it will be
found difficult for a man aiming at military glory, and
(S expofed

* Mr. Horfley’s Jetter to the Board, reprefenting, as well the il-
legality, as the impolicy and inexpediency of the authotity and in-
ftru@ions conveyed in the Gevernor-general’s draft. bSe¢ the
letter oa the Company’s records.
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expofed  to_the temptations  which ‘are peculiarto the
chief command of a military expedition in'India, joined
with an uncentroled political authority, to feparateramt
bitious objects from the immediate, important duties of

his high commiffion.

The Governor-general in a2 minute, ‘on:the roth
June, canvafled the fentiments avowed by Mr. Francis,
and. exprefled in the  draft propofed as an amend-
‘ment on the Governor’s.  He entered inta'a’long ha-
rangue on peace or war with the Marrattas, as ‘an al-
ternative in which there was no latitude; and that the
orders to Colonel Goddard ‘prefcribed: clear and fimple
conditions, . Thatif a peace follows, matters will con-
tinue in, and revert to the fame ftate as they were by
the treaty of Poorunder, without the interference of the
Supreme Board..  But that in cafe of war,’ the/Coin-
pany’s fafety muft depend on inffant aftion, by feizing
particular pofts, during the feafon in'which (in his
opinion) the Marratta troops could not a&, ‘and’ thus
biing diftre(s upon them before they could  refift. 4
‘That he had cerzain intelligence, T~ that Madajee 'Scin-
dia, and his colleague Tuckajée Holkar,  and Rogas
naut-row, have left the capital, and arrived at Barham
pore, with a defign to invade the Nabob of Qude’s do-
minien. That therefere, whether the Board chufe to
credit the report or not, they ought to'be guarded
againft it, and even to prevent it.

. That, for thefe reafons, he was againft Mr. Franciss
draft 5 becaufe, in cafe of war, it will bind our hands,
‘while the Marrattas are free, and will leave the Prefi-

) ol dency

® Extravagant, wild, and chimerical.

+ It proved to be fz// intelligence, if there ever was any fuch.
But it was calculated to intimidate the Council into an acquicfcence
with his hoftile views. 3
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dency of Bombay incumbered rand-opprefediwith thz
weight of thavforce; ‘on awhich we! dcpeﬂd forfuectfs:
He faid; sThbar be nover: would fuffer the  ohjert:to be
“idofty ﬁ% whith' the detachment, now* commanded by Co-
¢ lonel Goddard, was firfp appointed. Thiat-itiwas 7k ¢v!
< affift the defigns of the Pref deray of Bombay in their exe-
<lentiony\but 'to fupport them in<vbe éonfequences ‘of 'it,
¢ theugh! the detachment was for a whili diverved fromoiss
<defiination, on the' fuppofition, that' the def] fgns of thas
¢ «Prefidency bad either wbally feiled, orrwere vilingusfbed.
< Yetat ba: f hice yeveried to'ity and is now precifelyinybe
<~ fituation, ‘in which it ‘was ‘originally méant’ to' place ir
-\ awill'not fay, what would | bave been' the fate of Bows-
¢ bay, ! bad nat’ Coloml Goddard . feaﬁmdb{y arrived for

<cits relief. :
Belk 1o At b 4318 YoR F y

Perhaps human confidence has not produced another
more daring inftance; ‘to impofe on the underftandivg
ofmen, by dint of ‘mere fophiftry and bold aﬁ‘cmms‘
than what is contained in the laft recital. © The anfwer,
regarding the fafety of Bombay was fimple.- Bombay
would continve asit’'is. - Colonel Goddard’s detachatent
was o the banks of the Narbudda, long after the de-
feat ‘of 'the Bombay army. 'He continued for fome
tithe; after he had heard the event, to'negociate .with
Moodajee Boofla: | Had the Marrattas had hoftile ivtenc
tions, ‘equal 'to 'the repeated provocations whicly they
received, they had it in théir power, eafily and effe:
tually, to have cut-him off, or force! his army.to fur-
render prifoners at difcretion, either by thefwordor b
famine. And ittisno lefs a trach; ‘that a-detachment

# SEpoys at Huraty” could -yield ‘no immediate”ficcodss
orcrelief to Bom bq, if it had been‘atracked.

The Govc rnor then proceeded to decide ‘vpon’ the
queftions ‘which Were before the Board, upon. the
the

’



¢ 142 )

the two drafts of a letter to the Prefidency of Bombay,
which he predetermined thus, viz.

s« He agreed to the 1ft, 2d, 4th, 6th, gth, 1oth,
11th, 13%h, 14th, and 15th paragraphs. ' '

¢ He agreed to the 3d and gth, with the amend~
ments propofed by Sir Eyre Coote.

¢ He never will depart from the opinions which he
exprefled in the 7th and 8tch, d

« He thinks the 12th a paragraph of no confequence,
and may be omitted. ,

It was refolved by Mr. Haftings, Mr. Barwell, and
Sir Eyre Coote’s votes, againft thofe of ‘Mr. Francis
and Mr. Wheler, in favour of 'the Governor’s draft.
A letter was, accordingly, ordered to' be engroffed,
and that it be referred to Mr. Horfley (who was dele-
gated upon the prefent occafion to reprefent the Prefi-
dency of Bombay) before it is tranfmitted. © Mr.
Horfley defired leave to take the letter with him, as the
Yength of it, and the variety of fubje& it treated, né-
ceflarily rendered him cautious of offering any thing
fuddenly for the confideration of the Board; “and the
more 10, ** as there are feveral parts of it, whiih be
¢ “fears will appear to bim more detrimental to the public
‘< fervice, thelonger be confiders them.”

At'a confultation held the 14th of June, at which
the'Board was complete. The amended draft of ‘the
letter to Bombay was read, and after a diffent the quef-
tion was put, and carried for the Governor’s amended
draft as follows :

’

‘Warren
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Warren Haftings, ‘ )
Richard Barwell, ; % Approved, 4 19
+ Eyre Coote, - ‘
Philip Francis, - PIPAZE
Edw'ﬁd Wheler, } Difapproved.

And immediately Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler en-

tered their protefts, and Mr. Francis delivered the fol-

lowing minute to be recorded.

~

<

-

[4
L3

~

-
-

-
-

~
~

-
-

(13

t 8§

¢« I diffent from, and proteft againft the preceding
letter, for the following reafons, in addition to thofe
on which I oppofed the meafures now adopted, at
the time they were debated.” :

1ft. ¢ Becaufe I deem it unbecoming the dignity of
the.Governor-general and Council, and a moft un-
merited demonftration of tendernefs and partiality to
‘the majority of the Sele&t Committee of Bombay,
with fuch evidences of their mifcondu& as we
have before us, . to, pafs by the whole of their
late proceedings, without the fmalleft expreflion of
difapprobation or cencern, as if nothing were in
‘queftion, but fome common and trifling occurrence,

. by which, neither the interefts of the Company, nor

the credit of our arms, had been effentially wound-
ed.. When the feparate opinions of the members of
this Board fhall appear before our fuperiors, I doubt
not, they will think it an extraordinary circumftance,
that. no part of the fpirit which breathes through
thofe opinions, fhould be preferved in the Colleétive
A& of Council.” :

2, < Be-

* Let this name to the letter in queftion be compared with the

articalated founds,- which are fuppofed to have emitted from his
mouth, on the z4th of May, and draw an inference.

Humanum eff crrare --- is a tender apology.
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2. ¢ Becaufe, confidering the claim'of Colonel E-
: ocrton aod. Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn t6'be tried
¢ by a Court Martial, as a claim ‘of right, 1' thmk we
¢ fiouid not have confined our interpofition ‘on this

¢ point to. acald and languid recommendation of [uch trial,
< bat fbauld bave infifted on its being granted, “in terms that

< wwonld admit of no_ evafi o 5 much lefs fhould we bave
¢ "uepkemd ¢ven. that recommendation by referring 1o an al-
Clernative, of which the Selett Committeé may now avall
“ themfelyes, under colour of our authority.— This, I con-
¢ gejve, is 0o, time to remind them that they have o-
¢ [hrzr powers veited in them that they are at Aiberts
< 'ta wave all trial, if they thmk propet, afd o pumﬂZ
< the parties, by an unmedlate and direét a& of pdw'ﬁc'f’ '

.3+ Becaufe, admitiing it to be true, that Meﬁ”eurs
_‘ Fgeron and Cockburn, confented, at firft,’ to rélin-
¢ quifh their claim to a public trial; and'that" thcﬁ had-
< noright to retradt fuch confent, once given, ftill, 1
« think-we fhould not, have paffed over in filence the
¢ unwarrantable a&s and declarations of the Prefident,
¢ by which it was extorted from them. 'They wﬂo
< think lealt favourably of the' condu¢t of thefe gentle-
< men, fhould confider how far the precedent may be
ﬁX[CndCd and what, fccurity it leaves to the militar
¢ f;rvxc" n.gener al, agamf’t the arbitrary acts of a par-
iyl occaﬁona\ly prevailing in the Councﬂ
4. <Becaufe thé feveral plans of alliance’or co- -ope-
¢ rations propofed .w be executed with the Guiaca-
¢ ‘wears; ‘or. with Madajee Scindia, or with Moodajee
¢ ‘Boofla; imuft be offercd and negociated, after we our-
< {elves are altually commltted by a declaration, and
¢ engaged in the profecution ofit. In fuch circumftances,
</Tconceive, we. fhall, treat with all, or any of .the
~above-mentloncd Chiefs. for their a(ﬁﬁancc, under
¢ ‘great difadvantages, ‘When orfce they fee us engaged
‘ ln
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in 4 war, which at all events we muft éarry on, they
iwill either ftand aloof, until they fee the fuccefs of our
‘operations, or fell us their affiftance on terms which
we fhould not yield to in any other fituatlon.” ' *

5+ 1.£ Becaufe no confideration whatever is given to

the cafe of the two gentlemen who remain as hoftages
in the hands of the Marrattas, and whofe lives may
be hazarded by an abrupt declaration of war, '

6. ¢ Becaufe, exclufive of all other reafons already
urged, againft our precipitating the Company into'a
war, with the Marrattas, if that extremity can'be a-

wvoided, by any. honourable means, [ deem it inconfif:

tent with the principles of Colonel Goddard’s inftruc-
tions of 5th April, in which the re-eftablithment of
peace is profefled to be an objet, to fend him orders,
which leave no room for accommoadation, and which
ought to bave accompanied: the inftructions, /¢f #be
Board bad been originally determined not to' wait for the
reful of his negociations, nor even for an anfwer to
our letter. I deem it ufelefs, evenin view to a pfo-
fecution of the war, fince, in all probability, the ad«
vices we expect from Colonel Goddard may arrive in
15,9r 20 days, and though a ruprure in that interval
may be forwarded, and all means of reconciliation
precluded, in confequence of the prefent orders; our

~troops cainot take the field before September.: No

poflible advantages can therefore be taken in confe-
quence of, this precipitation; unlefs it be thought an
advantage to denounce war, before we are ableto acty
and to give the enemy the earlieft notice of our iptens
tion to invade their country, as foon as:the feafon
will permit.’ ' Y} P

La{’cly. ¢ T am unable to reconcile it with thé epinion
of every member of the. Board; excepr 1bs Governore
3 2 T < gemeraly
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< gureral; of Mr. Wheler’s fentimznts and mine, I.pre-
<“fame no doubt can be form:d. ' M. Barwell fays,
« :He thinks we fbould wait for th: cffed of Colonel Goddard’s
negociation for peace. But, if we now,de.ade th.eA main
queftion of peace or war, the information which Mr.
Barwell thinks' we ought to wait for, can be of no
¢<iufe to us.’ '

<
€
<

"¢ The Commander in Chief, in<whofe fentiments I
¢ have entirely concurred, declares it to be his opinion,
< that we foould not feek o renew awar, but negociste with
<i the various Marratta interefts an bovourable peace, | That
¢ Colonel Goddard’s detochment, confidering the flateit is now
< in, together with the Bowibay iroops, are not equal 30 in-
< fure fuccefs in a conteft with the umfcd Marratta power.
«Yer it is with this force, and with this force alone,
¢ that under the prefent orders we are to commence. a
¢« war, which will afluredly vnite the whole power of the
¢« Marrattas againft us, No meafures previous to a de-
« claration of war, are taken to divide them, no alliance
« formed, no general plan of operations propofed.  In
¢ fhort every thing that belongs to dehiberation,: and
< which ought to prepare, and lead to decifion, is left
< to follow it.  Bue if'in the outfet of the conteft, and
¢ before any meafures can be taken to fupport ‘or co-
<.operate with Colonel Goddard, the army under his
¢ command fhould be defeated 3 and if the confequences
€ of the defeat fhould endanger the whole of the Company's
< poffeffions, as the Commander in Chief very juftly thinks they
¢ apould, on what principle can we juftify a refolution, ca-
¢ pable of producing fuch bazardous confequences, from which,
<'at ‘the prefent point of time, no immediate advantage can
S be derived, and to be carried into execution by a force
< wbich the Commander in Chicf thinks is not equal to infure
< fuccefs. The terms on which we are to engage in thiswar
& apecvery untqual, when the utmoft we can expe? from a
<Caiifory, is Jome:acceffion.of territory on the Malabay coaf?t,

o L ¢ and
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< and when o defeat may endanger the wibole of toe Come:

< pany’s poffeffions.’ g I

The letter having been referred to Mr. Hoffley, that
gentleman, though a junior fervant; yet acting as the
reprefentative; by delegation, of the Prefidency of Bom-
bay, did equal juftice to his truth; and to clear abilities,
in reprefenting to the Supreme Board the plain impro-
prieties and illegalities'contained in the lezters of inftruc-
tions,  &c. to the Prefidency of Bombay. The paper:
will fpeak more forcibly and honourably for itfelf, than
by abftracting its fubftance, which will be found on
the Company’s records in‘the India Houfe.

"By a letter from Colonel 'Goddard, dated at Surat,
the 26th O&ober, 1779, he informed, that the Paith-
‘wa’s'minifter had in plain and direct terms declared to
him; in the name of his mafter, that he would not ac-
¢ede to the propofals made by Colonel Goddard, ot con-
clude peace with the Englifh, unlefs Roganaut-row (who'
hiad éfcaped) was delivered up to him, and Salfette fur-
rendered to the Marratta government.  That'in confe-
quence of “this declaration Colonel Goddard had broke
off the negociation, and prépared for war., The Bom-
bay Select Committe, by their letter of 31ft October,
informed the Board chat they had ftrangly recommend-
ed'to Colonel Goddard, not to precipitate matters, but
ta'endeavour to gain time, and to deter any declarations
until’ they ' were in a beteer condition for an altive war,
N ¥ ; - 3 1
‘A% wa$ predited, the whole Marrattarace; including
the Rajah of Berar, and the Guiacawar Chicf, together
with Hyder Alli Cawn, and it is credibly fufpeéted the
Setibah of'the Deccan; and Nudjiff Cawn, had entered
“frito a'clofe combination, and confederacy; to reduce the
Britith empire in India, and that they are carrying on
VY LR Y T 2 . a very‘
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aveéry ‘deep and dangerous' correfpondence ‘with the
French:1fland of Mauritius.

1480, January. Some time in July, 1779, the ma-
jority in council refolved againt the moft pointed efforts:
to diffuade, on the parts of Mr. Francis and Mr. W he-
Jer, to fend another detachment,' to confift of 2;500 ef-
fe@ives, under the command of Captain Popham, acrofs
the continent, to reinforce Colonel Goddard’s army at
Surats and that the detachment be draughted from the
Sepoy battalions up the country. ' The latter-end of Au-
guft, Captain Popham took leave,’and receivedhis laft’
difpatches, particularly an order. on the Refident at
Oude for 278,832 current rupees, in part of the fub-
fiftence and contingencies'of the expedition. ‘The uni-
verfal opinion throughout Hindoftan  prognofticated,
that jt was a dire facrifice of fo weak a body of troops,
not having the moft diftant profpeét of fimilar fuccefs-.
ful cafualties, to favour their efcape'and paflage, asthe
firlt detachment bad, confifting of thrée times the num-
ber of experienced troops, conneéted battalions,.and the
compleateft train of artillery in Afia under the command:
of Major Bailie, who has long been confidered -as the
ableft artillery officer in the fervice. It was confidently
alledged, that the very officers, who, are feldom' back-
ward to go upon enterprizing fervice, did not thew any
eagernefs'to go upon this; and the defertion of many,
and almoft a total refufal of the rank and file, to crofs
the Jumna, yielded too convincing a proof of the fenfe
the natives had entertained of the improbability of fuc-
ceeding. - This avowed difuffc@ion prevented the march
of the detachment, unti}alaughable, prepofterous treaty
with the poor reduced Rana, of the hilly country:of
Gohud, was folemnized in' January or February, 1780,
'and the impradtibility of the expedition being then ac-~
kpowledged 5 to fave appearances, Captain Popham’s
;!g;ac!gmcpg were 0(q§rgq to join the vifiopary veteranz_

: o
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of- our -great. and; powerful. new .ally,-to- seduce- the,
fortrefs of  Gucaliar, belonging. to. the -Marrattas,. in:-
the neighbourhood of Gohud.™ The hiftory of this.
famous treaty, and the embafly of ftate fent to wit-
nefs the execution of a paper, - having, had already all
the!folemaity  and authenricity ufual and effential.in;
Indiay; is-of a. piece with many others, . and worthy of
perufal. ®4q00 ¢ e e o
It is a:moral. truth,. that fucce(s againft the Marratta,
Chief; Futta Sing Guiacawar, the Jaghire-dar of Guzzes,
rat, does not.immediately affe€t or injure the Regency,
of Poonah s nor will it, ever be in the power of Colonel
Goddard to attack them in their own country, or.to
bring them to a. pitch or decifive battle in the field.
They wili -pay, no regard to any treaty or capitulation,
with Futta Siag; who, as a tenant for life, or-in actual
pofiefion fo his own fole ufe, has no right of alienation,
They haye always fhewn an averfion to the payment .of,
money: by treaty; as much asthey have plainly difcovered
a folicitous. inclination to preferve an uninterrupted har-
mony; and - alliance .with the Englith. The trade of
Guzzerat is of more importance to the Englifh trade to
Bengal and. Chipa, -than, any revegue that can arife
from the territorial poffeflion thereof, under an Englith
fyftem of government.. It would therefore have been
* more advaniageous. to the Eaft India Company, -and
the Britith nation, 1o have fubmitted to a fecond total.
defeat, : as the means of any tolerable accommodation,
than to continue a war, the expence of which is altoge-
ther infupportable by the Company’s funds, and which
can have no other tendency than to exafperate the Mar-
rattas, and to excite additional jealoufy, dread,:and
combinations: in all the other native, powers.  If the
war
- n
* The minutes are publifhed in a late pamphlet,  containing ab-
. frads of minutes on Contralls, &c. in 1779.
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war has held out to the yeat 1781, it muft inevitably
have'coft the Company above three millions of pounds
fterling.

The fidelirty of the Company’s ndtive troops hath
Heen preferved, and their military fuccefies have arifen
folely from apunctuality which no “ethér power in In-
dia was able to obferve in the payment of military efta-
blithments, and from the regular difcipline which, in
confequence of that punétuality, Britith officers were en-
abled to maintain in the armies. f the Coinpaiiy are ren-
dered incapablé of purfuing the fame line of exadtitude,
mutiny and defertion however dangerous, will have lefs
fatal confequenices, than the occafionwhich it will fur-
nifh to'‘their avowed eneétiies, 'of augmienting their ar-
miies with ‘veteran -troops; ‘regularly foraved and -difei-
plined by the Company themfelves. Such afpirit dift
covered itfelf in 1779, upon feveral oeeafions, even in
the brigade ftationed in and near Fott William, and it
becatmne remiarkably feridus in Getteral Goddard’s army’
4t Baroach. The Cdmpany’s alliés (if that appellation
cih befaid tobelong to' the ftate of deperidence in which
théy are hield) are reduced to a ftaté of mifery and dif-
l‘i‘tf.’fg; #nd by mere oppreflion rendered nét only difaf-
fetted, but both 'Gnable’and unwilling to pay their fubfi-
didry engagements. ‘The Coripany’s own provinces are
depopulated, the Zemindars uttérly unfable to difcharge
thié heavy load of arrears which is fufpended over them
their treafures at each Prefidency are etiipty ; their cre-
dit,“faith, and power, are equally fufpeéted ; their in-
veftmerts, by fglcmn refolutiois, s #n 4& of necefe
fity, ‘not of choice, reduced 40 per ¢ent. in Bengal;
the” quality of the remaining inveftment fo debafed,
#nd its coft fo advaniced, ‘that the fales in' Europe create
4'céreain large deficiency ; their military and civil efta-
blithments, in the very midft of thefe dreadful fymp-
tonris; have been impolitically drid madly -augmented,

: ‘ ‘Witheut
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wichout bounds er. meafiire ; ; the'eftimate of probable
refources for the year 1780 hath been acknowleged " to
fall grievoufly fhort of their abfolute engagements ,‘ and
they are involved in a general war with all the inde-
pendent ftates of Hindoftan, and in the difaffection of
their dependent allies, who are all encouraged and ex-
cited, by affurances of fupport from the only European
powers who are conditioned to do it with effect. It is
tuch to be dreaded; that the fatal blow is ‘already
ftruck, which may have blafted the glorious profpect
of a vaft acceflion of tcrmory and trade in the Brm(h
ﬁmplrc.

* ‘Near jeo,0c0l.. flerling, after confuming the depoﬁ.b of
3 ;g,égol. ferling,-to,anfwes the calls of any emergencys 1

Londany v5th March. 3781
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“POSTSCRIPT.

HE ungenerous and uncandid attempt by the
I partizans of the ‘Governor General, to faddle the
late incurfions of Hyder-Alli-Cawn into the Carnatic,
and the difafter to the Madras army, on the Prefidency
of Fort St. George, in order to draw the reproach which
juftly belong to them, from the meafures of the Go-
vernor General,” and the iniquitous Marratra war, “into
which he. dehberately forced the-Company, may bring
forth fome more documents, to place the faddle upon
the right horfe. In the mean time, it is thought pro-
per to (ubjom to this narrative, an extra® from'a mi-
nute which Mr. Whitehill, the late Prefident of Fort
St. George, committed upon record in Council, before
he was fufpended by the Governor General and Council -
in November 1780, to fhew that the Marratta war alone,
excited Hyder-Alli-Cawn to commence hoftilities a-
gainft the Company, in confederacy with the Marrat-
tas, and the reft of the native powers, and even in al-
lianee with Scha- Allum, and his Vizier Nudjiff-Cawn,
whofe abilities as a General and Politician, are diftin-
guithed in Hindoftan. In fpeaking of the Governor
General and Council, Mr. Whitehill ufes the following
convitive language, every word of which being found-
ed on falls, corroborate the predictions and cenfures
conveyed in the preceding narrative.

¢t Plunged into almoft inextricable difficulties, it is
£ not an unwife ﬁrctch of policy, to fcreen themfelves
s if
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¢ if in their power; and to load others with the op-
« prabium of thof¢ a&s, which are now overpowering
s« ys, with the pernicious confequence of their effects.” - -

¢ Poflefled of a {ufficiency of territory, more even
¢ than we were adequate to the managemént of, your
¢ Prefidency of Bengal might furely have been content
¢ with. paying a ftrict obedience to your orders, which
¢ have been uniform and ftri& on that heads but unfor-
s« tupately for your affairs, the offenfive linc of condu&
< which they adopted againit the Marrattas, threw them
<¢ into a fcene of a&ion fo éxtenfive, and fo fall of diffi-
s¢ culty, that neitber their forces, nor their revenues,
* were capable of bearing them through with any pof-
¢ {ibility of fuccefs. Had the experience of former
¢ times been called in a little to their aid, they would
 have feen that Aurengzebe, one of the moft formid-
<< able monarchs that ever fat upon the throne of Delhi,
¢ was, after a twenty years ftruggle with all the power
¢¢.and riches of Hindoftan, obliged to abanden a fimilar
¢ attempt.”

¢« It was not, however, in the line alone of hoftility,
¢ that the Governor General and Council of Bengal,
< loft fight of the national interefts which have been
¢t entrufted to their care.”

¢« They unaccountably forgot them in their negoci-
s¢ ciations and alliances with the Marratta Chiefs. The
¢ infant Pailhwa was firlt to be protected; next, Ro-
¢ ganaut-row was to be affifted ; again, Moodajee Boo-
¢ fla was to be fupported in fome diftant pretenfions;
¢¢ and all to the fame obje&, the fupreme government
¢ of the Marratta ftate.” :

« When a contradittion of this nature appears in the
- < public ats of a great power; when a more than a
« fufpicion of the profeflions it may make, becomes
¢¢ the ruling complexion of the minds of thofe it is en-
¢ gaged with, the fureft prop of political fecurity is
<. thaken, and every evil may be jultly expected as the
¢ confequence.” N

U [{3 The
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¢ The meafures that 'have been purfued in the pro-
¢ fecution -of this faral Marratta conteft, may indeed
¢« be fuppofed to be uncontieéted with the principle of
<< this addrefs; but the truth'is, the Marracra war has
s« been the real fource of all the mifchief that hath be-
“s¢.fallen the Carnatic, and of all the injury that hath
<¢been levelled at me by the Governor General and
¢¢ Council of Bengal. Had peace exifted in that quar-
*¢ ter with the Englifh, Hyder- Alli-Cawn would never
¢« have ventured from:his own dominions. He faw,
« however, the extremity to which we were reduced,
¢¢ (a confiderable  part. of our troops having been'de-
<¢ tached to Bombay, at the'requifition of the govern-
<< ment of Bengal, for the fupport of this very war)
« and very prudently feized hold of the occafion to dif-
< trefs us, where he knew we were moft vulnerable.”
¢¢ The Governor General and Council of Bengal,
¢ may, in exculpation of themfelves, endeavour to
¢ brand this Prefidency with the guilc of having”ex-
< cited the troubles which at prefent exift in the Car-
“ natic, by protralling the reftitution of the Guntoor
« Circar, and of having driven the Nabob Nizain-
<« Alli-Cawn, to avow himfelf the ‘advifer of the con-
¢¢ federacy. © But the original caufe of almoft the lofs
. «-of zl] otr confequence in Hindoftan, will be found
¢ to arife. fram:the rath and ruinous conduét that théy
. % themfelves have held with refpect to the' Marrattas,
« In the South, it has enabled Hyder to carry fire and
¢« defolation before him s and 'in the ‘North, ‘(as' the
¢« lateft accounts inform us) it hath afforded a favour-
<« able opportunity to’ the” Mogul .and- Nudjif-Cawn,
< 10 take the field with a confiderable  army, decla-
< redly with. the {intent-of wrefting from the - Englith
¢ the country, which theytook from the Rohillas, 'and
, & the dominions of Affoph-ul-Dowla, the Nabob of
< Qude.” ‘

APPENDIX,
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1 4 A. No. L :

Copy of a Letter from Govetnor HASTINGS to
DEWAGUR PU_N’DI_T, Prime Minifter to the
Rajah of Berar, dated in Calcutea,. 23d November,
1778, :

¢ In the whole of . tmy condult I bave departed from: the
common. line of poiicy, and . bave made advances, wien
athers, in my Jiluation, would bave waited for folicita-
signs; as the greateft advantages to, which 1 can look,
cannot in their nature equal thofe to which the prof-
perous iffue of our meafures, may condut the flate of the
‘Maha Rajah’s government. .But 1 know the charaters
1o which I addrefs myfelf. I zruft tothe approved bravery
and fpirit of your Chicf, that he will ardently carch at the
objedts prefemed to his ambition, and to your.wudom; of
which, 1if fame reports truly, no. minifter  ever
poilcfied a larger portion, that you will view their im-
poitance in too clear a light to hazard the lofs. of them,
by attempting to take an advantage of the defire which I
bhavs expreffed for their accomplifment.  This intimation
i nt Jo much insended for a caution to youy.as, for an ex-
planalion of my condud to thofe who may be lefs able 10 pe-
“netrate into the grounds of it ; e

A. No. II.

Copy of a letter from MOODAGEE BOOSLA 1o
Governor HHASTINGS, dated the s5th December,
1778, ‘and received the 2d January, 1779,

<« Your friendly letter of the 1g9th Ramzam, (i1th
Ofober) iaforming me of your having received ad-
vice ‘of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to Naig-
pore 3 your.concern at that event, and ‘at the unavo[i;ll-
‘ a able
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able fufpenfions of the negotiations which that gentle-
man was to have condufted; with me on the part of
your government, and the delay in the eftablithment
of aftri&rand perpetual friendfhip between the Com-
panys’ ftate and mine (concerning: which you had: ex-
erted yourfelf o warmly) by reafon that the prefent
fituation’of affairs'-would not admit of the'delay which
muft attend the deputation of another perfor from
thence without injuring the defigns in hand; but thac
in your convittion of my favorable difpofition, from
the knowledge'that my interefts and the Companys”
are infepatably conne&ted, and in the zeal of Bineram
Pundit, whom, during the long period he refided with
you, you found fo deferving' of your confidence, &e,
&ec. &¢. That'in'the plen propofed, and what you have
written, 1§ to promote our common advantage, ‘not
for the intereft of one party only, being convinded’
that no public alliance or private fricidfbip, can be
firmly eftablifhed without réciprocal advancages. = That
it is on thefe principles you bad foig ago planned an alli-
@icé with mes the time for the atcomplitiment of
which is wow come: for you'coniceive it to be equally
for my intereft as for yours; our countries bordering
on each other; and our natural enemies being the fame,
That in a word, you required nothing but the junc-
_tion of my forces with yours, by which, though each is
fingly very powerful, they will acquire a ten-fold, pro-
portionof ttrength. Thar the delayof the progrefs in the de-
tachment intended for Bombay, bad not arifen from tbe oppofi-
tion of an enemy, but from other caufes smproper 1o mention
but that it will now fhortly arvive inwmy territorses, and jts
operation be determined Ly my advice. . That you have given
direlfions to Colome) Leflie, to co-operate wirh the forces
which I [balf wmite with bis: That as you offer me the
forces of your Circar to promote my views; you in re-
wara require the aiitance of mine. to effe® your purs

' ; pofes ;
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-poles 3 with other particulars which I-fully underftand,
reached -me on the 26th Shawand (16tlr November) af-
-forded me great pleafure.——1I alfo received duplicate
-and triplicate of “this letter ;' in the latter part of it you
exprefs, that as ‘you have made me acquainted ‘with
your-views, it is neceflary that I alfo’ communicate to
you, without referve, the ends which I look to-far my
advanitage in this union.——That the good: faith “of
the'Englith to every engagement they contract, fo long
as it is obferved by others, is univerfally’known; and -
.that it has been the invariable rule of your condué, to
{upport this chara&er in all aéts depending on. you, and
never to relinquifh any defign of importance formed 6n"
good. and judicious grounds; but to perfevere fteadily
‘10 its completion.  That having thus explained to me your
fentiments and views, you wait only to know mine 3 and'gn
- the: knowledge of thefe you fball> form your wuitimate te-
Jolution. .

+ Tt is equally 2 maxim of. fincere friendfhip and good
gavernment, tteadinefs, magnanimity, and - forelight,
thar a plan formed on- good and' judicious grounds,
thould be conducted in fuch a manner, ‘as to end hap-
pily = You defire - to learn my [entiments and views, . and
deferring. to. form. your ul:imate refolutions; 4l you: bad
heard further from e, is the fame thing, as if you bad cin=
Julied me primarily on your firft defigns.

Since, after the ftriteft fcrutiny and refearches info
the difpofitions and views of . the. mulcitude, | ic. has
been determined on . proofs of mutual  fincerity and
good faith, that a perpetual friendfhip .and union be
-eftablifhed, ir.will, like the wall of. Alexander, for
-the happinefs of. mankind, continue. unthaken until
the endof time.

a2 ' The
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_+ - 'Phe having caufed a tranflation to be made into En-
glith of the Hindoo books, called the Shafter and Po-
ran, and of - the hiftory of, the former Kings, the ftu-
dying thefe books, and keeping the pitures of the
former Kings and prefent rulers of Hind, Decan, &c¢.
always before your eyes, and from their lifelefs fimili-
tude to difcover which of them were, or are worthy of
-rule, and. poffefied of good faith, from which. fo de-
termine with whom to contra& engagements, and what
conduct to obferve to them refpectively, Alfo the
endeavour to preferve the bleling of peace, till forced
to relinquifh .it.——The fupporting every one in. his
bered.tary right,—and revenging the breach of faith:
and engagements: but on the fubmiffion of the of-
fenders, the exercife of the virtues of clemency and
generofity by-pardoning, .and receiving him again into
favor, and reftoring him to his pofleffions—tbe not fuf-
Jering the intoxication of power to reduce you into a breach
of faith, and the giving fupport to each illuffrious boufe in

sproportion 1o its refpediive merits And in matterg
which required a long courfe of years to bring to per-
fetion, .the forming your conduct on mature dcli-
beration, and the advice of the Company and Coun-
ci!, are the fure means of exalting your greatnefs and
profperity .to the higheft pitch. The intention of all

- this. is to recommend univerfal peace and friendfhip in
the manner following. - The almighty difpofes of King-
doms, and places whomfoever he chufes on the feats of
power and rule; buc makes their ftability to depend on
their peaceable, juft, and friendly, condué to others.—
It is.not every one who is equal to the tafk of govern-
ment, on the plan defigned by the almighty ruler, and
of enfuring his ftability, by a wife and juft conduct.—
Hind and Decan poffefs, at prefent, very few enlight-
ened,. but a great multitude of weak and ignorant men,

The Englifh Chiefs, and you in a {upericr degree, p{o?

efs

-
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fefs: all the virtues above recited, ‘who coming from
diftant iflands by a fix month’s voyage.on the. greéat
ocean, by theit magnanimity and fortitude, gained the
admiration of ‘many Soubahs on this continent. Itis
eafy to acquire a kingdom ; but to become a King over
Kings, and Chief of Chxcfs, is-a very difficult matter.
——The attainment of this. istonly . to be cffedted by
the means of . friendthip, by which the univerfe may be
fubjected. -My conduct is.framed on- thefe principles.
The refidence. of Beneram Pundit at Calcurta,
« was folely ‘to «ffet the eftablifhment.of the moftinii-
mate friendfbip,” and by the blefling of God ir has
taken fuch’ deep root that, through your means, ithas.
reached the ears of the Company and King of Eng-
lard ; and our conne&ion and corréfpondence carried
on under the veil of the vicinity of our dominiaps; has
been difcovered by the Poonah Minifters, and by the
Nabob Nizam-ul-Dowla; yet, «though they ' form
various conje@ures and doubts, and have fent a.trufty
Vakeel, and written repeated letters, to endeavour..to
find out rthe motives of our union, yet they remain; a
myficry; as I make.the plea of our aficient ucs, and
the junétion of our territories. :

I was lmpauently expecting the arrival of Mr. Elhor,
who bring endowed with an enlightened underftanding,
and invefted with full powers from you .to condué- Lhc
negotiations, and determine on the meafures to be pur-
fued, would have. eftablifhed ‘the:ties.of a perpetual
fnendrhxp, and have feuled every matter on the firmeft
bafis. . It pleafed God that he fhould die on thejour-
ney, and the grief I felt at_his unforrunate: ]ofs, who
would have been the means’ of -fettling all poings; be-
tween us, to our mutual content, and by his negocja-
tion with me, giving fatisfaction  to the Ea}ﬂxwa and
Nabob Nizam ul-Dowla; =1l which have been .by.his

a3 death
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r:@éath thrown:back many:months; my grief is not to be
1deferibed,7and only ferves to‘add to-your- afflition: I
>Kavemor yet récovered the fhock which the event gave
2ime, as you will learn more fully from Beneram Pun-
1dit. - ‘There is -no remedy for fuch misfortunes, and it
-is7in 1vain:to-frive againft the 'decrees of providence;
'bad>Myr. ‘Elliot arrived, fuch firokes of policy would-have
beenemployed, that the' Poanab Minifbers would bave ad-
~bered more! ferupulonfly than before to thoir engagements ;
and the French, webo are the naturalenemies of the Englifh,
-sawonld> bave  been ‘theirs likewife 5 and their fufpicions from
< apprebenfionsof fupport being given to Razanaut-Rowywhich
* siever - was, Noris defigned by the Englifh Chicfs, as Ilearn
< from ‘Beneram, iwvbo  bad Gt’ froin your ewn wouth, and
tawbich ‘bas- caufed them great uneafmefs, would have bein
centirely removed'by Mr. Elliot and my joint fecurity.

1The! Nabob' Nizam-ul-Dewla, " who- wroie yot repeat-

o - vedlyon this fubjett, and reccived for anfwer, that you bad

Oxg'idea of aiding: or fupporting Raganaut<Row, thatyour
s enmity! was folely pointed againft the French, and:that
tyvhoever affifted'the French were your enemics, -would
li¥ewife by thefe means. have been” thoroughly fatisfied,
and your detachment would have reached Bombay, with-
-‘out‘meeting the fmalleft interruption; and had’ the
~Poonah: Minifters'then ated a contrary pait, I thould
s have withdrawn myfelf from their friendfhip. But by the
-ideath of Mr. Elliot, 'all’ thefe ' defigns -have fallen to
\rthe ground, and 'muft "be fufpended ’till- another op-
i'portunity, and'the knowledoe of your fentiments, It
~'3sC g proverby - that “whatever is deliberately.done, is well
odone. '“In- reply tonwhat you ' write refpeing . your
-“framingi your ultimate refolutions, I have communi-
-i¢ated to'Benerat Pundit whatever Ijudge proper and
Lieligibley and which may promote them in fuch a man-
fierdasiomay v not (be - fubjedt -to -any change from the
viciffi-
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viciffirudes. of. fortune s, for: thofe. poings which 1. fixed:
on, after minute delxberanon, as the moft eligible that
can be adopted, 1 referyou to the lesters of Beneram
Pundit, If,, notwithftanding, you, have any, plan to
propofe | for the reciprocali bcneﬁt of our ftates, be
pleafed to. communicate o me.,

Pdij oripte. -

To your letter,. refpe&mg fending an.army:to averawe
the Erench, and. to reinforce the Government of: Bom-
bay,. and fettmg fouth that thanon& Minitters having
broken. the. treaty with. the. Engleh, 2pd in. oppofition.
to' the rights of friendfhip received, an Envoy, of the
French. King,. and granted the.port, of Choul.to, that
nation, thereby enabling them toform.an, atfenal* and
colle@ military ftores, and. of. theis having written
to ahexr officers, to permit the French fhips to,enter their
ports, and that it being thcrcfore incambent on you
to take meafures to coumera& their defigns, you had
determmsd to “fend aftrong detachment for the rein-
torcgrnent of Bombay, by the route,of Berar; and
that ia confideration, of our, ancignt friendthip, and the
vicinity of cur domipions, you yeguefted, that on its
arrival _in my neighbourhood, 1 would caufe it to be
inftructed in the route, and providing it with provifions
and neceffaries, have it conduéed in fafety through
my territories, and. join a body of my forces with i it,
which would. increafe and cement our friendfhip; and
that you have, at the affurance of Bencram, fixed on
this route for its march in preference ta any other.—
Tn reply to this letter, aGtuated by its dictates of the
fincereft friendfhip, I waited not to take the advice_ of
any oune, but without . hefitation wrote, you. ,---.Tjnt
where a fincere friendfhip exifted, the paffage of r 1£QOps

rough my country was a matter of no. moment,

that
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that” they “thould proceed immediately through my
countryi——-1I likewife informed Colonel Leflic of the ’
difficulcies and dangers he-would'meet.with in the way,
from® dangerous mountains, extenfive rivers, &c.*
And alfo‘difpatched Lalla Jadda Roy,“with a Chief
of .note, to the banks of the Narbudda, to fupply the
detachment with provifions, as long as they were in
my territory, and to treat them with all the dutes of
bofpitality ; where he waited in expeation of their
arrival for [ix ‘months t0 no purpofe. They loirered
eway their time in ‘the Bundle Cand conntries, consrary to
every rule of policy—~—At 'that time all the Poonah
Minifters were feparately employed in their own pri-
vate affairs, or in the war with Hyder Naig, infomuch '
that they had no time 1o turn their attention to the
coricerns of other parts,’and the march to Bombay
might have been effected with the greatcft cafe. The
time is now paft.” The arrow is thot, and cannot be
récalled.  As 'l have repeatedly written to the Poonah
Minifters, with whom I keep up a correlpondence on
the fubjeét of their encouraging a French Envoy, and
breaking their faith with the Englith Chicfs, aéts
lighly inconfiftent with- honour and policy. The! an-
fwer I'have reccived from ‘them, 1 have communicated
to you. . The fubfance of what they fay in their own~
jultification is this, That the French' Vakeel came
. tor ‘the purpofe of traffic; not to negociate ; yet, for
the fatisfation of -the Englith, they gave him his"
difmiffion. - That the-account of the grant of the port’
of Choul, -and an arfenal, is entirely without founda-
, tiony--and that they have not the leat indifpofition
towards the Englith; ‘thac 1 will therefore write to
Calcutta, that you may be perfe@ly fatished refpeting
theic ditpofition. "My letters did not ‘produce the
effe® of tatisfying you on the fubje@t of the Paithwa,
bue your doubes ftid remained. And, atuated by
: wifdom
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wifdony and prudence, you detefmined to fend Mr,
Elliot to me, and wrote to me, that onhis arrivdl at
Niigpore, after he had an interview With” me, and’
learned my fentiments and viéws, he would, in‘con-
jultitn with me, forma plan for our mutual honour’
and benefit, “and give diretions to Cononel' Leflie in
cénleguence, “who" wotild be'guided theteby.——7he
event'of this gentleman's depiitatios is too well known,
and Cosonel Leflie likewife, after ¢ngaging in bofiilitics
with the Paifbwa’s officcrs, ond Zimendars of thefz parts,
and colleing Jarge fumhis of money, died.” "Colonel Go&
dard fucceeded“to’ the” command, “'and "putfied the
fame line of ‘conduct, “with tefpe to the’ Talookdats 4s
his predeceffor. ‘And arriving 4t Gariwale dnd Garafur
in the territoty of the’ Afghans, whither he was obliged
to march “with the urmoft” catiion,. being furrounded
with a Marratta ‘army, ' who' conftantly feized gvery |
opportuiity ‘to’ attack “him, Wrote me from thence, .
thar he fhould fhortly reach the Narbudda, where T
would be pleafed t6 “cdufe grain“and other heceffaties
to be prepared, “add a party ‘of my ‘forces to be ready
10 ‘join him.——I wrote hiri in'anfwer, that ‘Lilla
Jada . Roy, and’ Shao” Bail Haziile” were waiting on
that fide the Narbtdda, which'is within ‘my territories,
and that the gaur where the troopsodld crofs was two -
cofs from hence under _E‘Iamnggib‘ﬂgI ; that Janojee Boofla
forded it with. his army at thdt'placé, on’his expedition .
to Malawa, and that I'did not doubt it was now forda-
ble; that he-fhould ‘Therefore crofs his army there, .
and rephir to Haffingabad; -that Lalla Jada Roy would
exert his ‘utmoft afliduity in fupplying him with grain .
and other provifions, and treat them  with every degree
of hofpitality ; but that, as rhe road forward was very
difficult and dangerous, and thoufands of the Bilha
Cafles, were concealed in the holes in the mountains ;
who ‘though not able to oppofe him openly, yet
b would
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would do it by ambufcade and ftratagems, and cut off
his fupplies of .provifions : and that, beyond that he
would enter the Soubafbip of Barhampore, dependant
on the Paifhwa; that near 4000 of Scindia’s cavalry
were wairing at the fort of Affur, for the arrival of
the Englith on the banks of the Ganges; 10,000
more were under the command of Bagarut Sundiab ;
Scindiah himfelf with the chiefs in readinefs at Poona,
waiting to hear of the approach of the Englith.  And
moreover in Berar, ia which the Nabob Nizam-ul-
Dowla, poffefles a fhare with me;all the Jaghirdars were
in readinefs with powerful armies; and although the
Englith - poffefled the greateft ' magnanimity in
battle, yet as every fep they took would be juft into
the mouth of danger, and all the above-mentioned
chiefs would fet themfelves to cut off and deftroy his
provifions, and take every oppoitunity of attacking
him when they faw an advantage, aad of harrafling
him nigbt and day ; conftantly furrounding his army
with their numerous forces, the junétion of a hody of
my forces with his, would avail nothing in the face
of fuch large armies; but would only involve me in
the greateft loffes. That it ncither was advifeable for
him to return, which would diminifh the awe and refpect
in which he was held: That I would therefore write
the particulars explicitly to Calcutta, and that whatever
you fhould think proper to intimate to him and me
in reply, it would be advifeable to abide by, and agt
accordingly. All which time, 1 would recommend
that he continued at Hoflingur That I have recei-
ved letters from Calcutta, filled with the warmeft
friendfhip and confidence to the following purport ;
¢ That the detachment fhould come into my neigh-
bourhood, and be guided in its operations by my ad-
vice :” that it is incumbent on every Chief who enjoys
the confidence of another, to give fuch advice as may

; be
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be moft advantageous to the party repofing truft, and
moft confiftent with the faith of engagaments; and
that with fuch condut the Almighty is well pleafed.
That I had alfo writcen to the Poonah Minifters my
advice on the’ fituation of affairs to this purport.
¢ That Mr. Elliot'was deputed hither to negociate
¢¢ with me; butdying in the journey, all the nego-
¢¢ ciations intrufted to him were fufpended : that had he
arrived at Naigpore, I had determired, from princi-
t¢ ples of attachment, to have removed from 'the
“ minds of the Englifh the doubts and apprehenfibns
¢« 'which had arrifen, by reafon of the fuppofed, ¢én-
“¢ couragement of the French Envoy at Poonah, 'and
< the ‘agreement to fupport that nation, who were
¢¢.the inveterate enemices of the Englith, which 'had
¢z given rife to the quarrel between the two ftates, by
¢<«.proving to them under the fanétion of folemn oaths,
*-and ‘becoming ‘myfclf . guarrantee, that all thofe
¢“yreports 'were groundlefs, and that the Poonah Mi-
‘“inifters were fteady and zealous in their engagements
¢c-with the' Englith'; and on- feveral accounts highly
‘. obliged to ' them': and 1 would havé taken, from
< Mr. Elliot, engagements that the Englifh had no
¢t idea of affording fupport to Raganaut-Row, but
¢ were refolved to ‘maintain their treaty inviolate s
¢¢ ‘and rthat their apprehenfions related to the French,
¢ “and that when I gave the Englith fatisfattion, rela-
* ting to the French, and become guarantee, all his
¢ 'doubts would ‘be removed ; and that if it was re-
¢ quifite a frefh engagement fhould be executed, to
<t ‘which he would be a guarantee ; that in brief each
¢« party entertained a reafonable doubt; the Englith,
¢ that the Poonah Minifters would join with the
« French; and the Poonah Minifters, that the Englith
<« fupport Roganaut-Row ; that when thefe fulpicions
* no longer remained, all caufes of difpleafure would
¢ of courfe ceafe, and that they could have no objection
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¢¢ to a detachment of Englith forces fent for the rein-
¢ forcement of Borabay, and to overawe the French,
“ not for the fupport of Roganaut-Row, repairing
< thither, and to oppofe them, would in fuch cafe
* have been highly improper,” &c. &c. &c.

- Scecond Poflfeript.

. Baboo-Row, the Paithaw’s Vakeel, has obferved to
me in the courfe of converfation, that his mafter has
. not the flighteft idea of failing in his engagements
with the Englifth, or of contra&ting any friendthip
with the Freach, but that the treaty forbids the march,
of Englith forces through the Paifhwa’s dominionss
that therefore the appearance of the detachment now
on its march, is an infringement of the treaty.

Y . Third Pofifeript.

Although it-may appear improper to repeat the fame
thing over again, . yet the importance of  the fubject
may pleadin my excufe. On either part.a doubt fub-
fifts, The Paonah Minifters fufpet that the Englifh
forces on. their march to Bombay, though oftenfibly
for the purpofe of oppofing the French, are in reality
intended for the fupport of Roganaut-Row 3 and that
the Englifh at Bombay, who were not included in the
greaty with the Paithwa, which was con¢luded through
the Government of Bengal, with the advice of the
Chief .at Calcutta, are defirous of breaking with the
Paifhwa, and fupporting Roganaut-Row, and that
the detachment had been fent at their requifition.
They alledge, that the Chief of Calcutta, writes to
them, that he is firmly refolved to adhere to the treaty
with the Paithwa, and that the detachment he has fent
to Bombay i folely to awe the French, withoutl th{;

ca
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leaft defign to affift Rpoanaut Row; and that fince it
1s forbxdden in the trca:y to dlfpatch troops over land,
the march of the troops is a breach of it. Thatif it js
neceffary to fend troops o Bombay, to awe the French,
they ought to be ‘fent by fea,

The Englifh on their part fufpe& the Poonah Mini-
fters of joining the Freach, in’confequence of having
received a French Vakeel. = As the Paithwa foimenly
wrote.me, that he had no idea of failing in b:s engage-
ments with the Englifh, and that he had given no ea-
couragement to. the French Vakeel, who came for the
purpole of, traffic, and that -he hadi-difmifled him,
therefore requefted that I would fatisfy you in:that-re-
fpec. - I, in confequence, formerly wrote you all thefe
particulars As 1 have a voucher in myshand from the
Paifhwa, that he has no connection with the French,
and is fready to his engagements with the Englith, I
am able, by this vouchcr, to give you: complete fatis-
faétionon this head. But 1 have no voucher, or int-
mation from. you, . by which Imay be ab!c 10 give fms—
faéhon to him.

Ashe pleads aprohibition in the treaty, toithe march
of forces over land,  and likewife ;complains refpecting
the money colle@ed by Colonel Leflie ia his: tcrmorlcs
‘What anfwer can be made thereto? 1

o
13

As the time requires, - that a:-reconciliation take
place with the Poonah Minifters, you will confider and
determine what reply fhall be given to thefe two points
of which they complain, and by what means they may
be fatisfied, and communicate. your refolution to me,
that I may write conformable thereto, and remove
. all doubts, : ; djsm & >

A.'No.
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A. No. 111,
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Mr. Francis’s minute o the letter from Moodajee Boofla,
dated s5th December, 17%8.

: January 11, 1979.
I have nothing to object to the pious precepts, and
excellent moral inftructions contained .in thefe letters.
Whether they come feafonably or not, 4t a timewhen '
deep plans of policy, and decided a&s of vigour might
have been expeted from our intended ally,: inftead of a
general difcourfe upon the duties of a ftacefman.. Or -
how far fuch a difcourfe may with propriety be ad-
drefled to the chief member of this government,- are
queftions very little neceffary to be confidered at pre-
fent, It i3 of no fort of moment to us now, to enquire
imto the moral charatter, or religious creed of -this
Marrated, though it might bave been prudent in us
to have been fomewhat better acquainted with both,
before we trufted him fo far. From other parts of his
letter we may collet information of a more interefting
nature.  If we really mean the public fervice, if we
mean to fave Colonel Goddard’s army, and to provide
for the fecurity of the Company’s poficflions, let us
not obftinately fhut our eyes to the evidence before
us, After examining the falts without prejudice or
paffion, let us draw the natural and ebvious conclufions
from ‘thefe fats, and endeavour to aét firmly and con-
fittently upon both. ~

For my own ‘part, the declarations contained in
Moodajee Boofla’s letter to Colonel Goddard, received
on the 21ft of December, appeared to me fufficiently
explicit. | A majority of the Board, however, fiill
thought it neceffary to wait for fome further explanati}(;n. :

Fd ut
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But now I prefume that not the fhadow of a doubt ¢an
remain with any of us concerning his real fentiments
and refolutions. »The molt material points of: fa& af-
certained by the prefent letters, and by which our
meafures muft be immediately directed, are

1ft. That fo late as the 5th of December, Mosdajee
Boofla does not appear to have had the leaft idea of the
extent or nature of the Governor-General’s views, in the
ptopofed alliance, though we have been informed that
his Vakeel, Beneram Pundid, was perfectly pofiefied
of ‘the project of that alliance, from feveral converfa-
tions which he has had with the Governor-General in
Calcusa, and was authorized to commmnicae the fame
10 his mafter, :

2dly. That whatever degree of information the
Rajah might poflefs on this fubje@, and admitting his ig-
norance of the Governor’s plan to be merely affeft-
ed, he appears plainly to have had no fort of difpofi-
tion fo°catch at the objelts prefented to bis ambition, or to
run the rifque of a rupture eitherpwith the Paithwa or the
Nizam, ‘much lefs with both at the fame inftant, for
any offers that we can make him. On this point his
deelarations are clear and decided.

adly. That fo far from fhewing a difpofition to join
us againft bis countrymen, he fays exprefsly, ¢ that
f¢ the junction of a body of his forces with Colonel .
¢ Goddard’s would avail nothing in the “face of fuch
¢¢ large armies, but would only involve himfelf in the
< greateft loffes.” ‘ ;

4thly. That it is his opinion, founded on ‘reafon, -
which, if he does not deceive us, are fufficiently folid,
that the detachment cannot proceed towards’ Borbay,
: without
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without the greateft difficulty and danger, nor return
withour difgrace. ‘
-
* sthly,-That fo far from entering into an offenfive’
alliance witly us agairift the Poona government, hein-
fifts on the neceffity of our coming to an immediate
congiliatign with thems, and of eur "previoufly giving
them fatisfaltion for tHe march 6f our army through
their country, 4nd for the Targe fums céllected ‘from
their dominions,® firft by Colon:l Leflie, and after
wards by Colotiel Goddard; ¢ who (he fays) has pur-
<« fued the fame line of condu&, with refpedt-to the’
<¢ Talookdars; ¢ his predecefiord.”?~——The perufal of’
thefe'voluminous lecters, will'fuggeft many other inter-
efting refleCtions to our fupericrs. One circamftance
in particular, 1 think deferves their notice, notwith-
ftanding the detachment was for fome months under
the orders of the Prefidency of Bombay, whofe defigns
weré. very explicitly communicated t6'us, andalthough
the” commanding officer was intréated to co-operate
with them in the plan they had formed for the fupport of
Ragoba,and- notwithftanding' al¥ thé meafures taken
here,  profeffedly originatéd from the communications
which were received in Januarylaf¥, f certain overtures
fuppofed to have been -‘made by the Minifters for rein-
ftating Ragoba. Moodajee Boofla now affirms, that
hiso Vakeel bad 3¢ fFom Mr. Hoftings's own moutk, thet
it wever was; nar s defigired by 1he Erglifb Chiefs to fup-

port Ragobs.™ oL

The good’ advice contained in" thefe letters is, in
effec, the fevereft refletions on the levity and precipi-’
tancy of our councils ; and probably has no other mean-
ing, than'to thew the Governor General in what re-
ipe€t Moedajee' Bocfla holds 2 fiatefman, who pro-
feflts © to have departed: fromy the common line of po-*

b : - 3 & Solicy:
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¥ licy in the whole of his conflu®.”—If we were not
become the objects of his fcorn, would our boafted ally
dake fuch a time as this to tell us, ¢ that it isa pro-
¢ verb, that whatever is deliberately done is well done ;
¢ that it will be proper maturely to deliberate on the
«¢ probable event before the commencement of any un-
v¢¢ dertaking, and thatit is the part of wifdom and found
s« judgment, before any further fteps are taken, to de-
‘ rermine by what means they are to bé fupported,
¢¢ that no unfteadinefs may hereafter arife.”

What muft this Marratta think of the ptud.ence ofa

government that fends an army a thoufand miles for-
ward .into an eaemy’s country, in-the prefumption of
receiving afliltance on the fpot, without any treaty
previoully concluded ; without a fingle condition agreed
on 3 without one ftipulation formed for the operations,
for the proceeding, or for the retreat of that army ; and
even without knowing the general fentiments, views,
or difpofitions of the prince on whofe future fupport we
placed cur dependance ? I do not wonder that Mooda-
jee-Boofla thould feel noinclination to unite his fortune
with fuch a government.—But let us now at leaft profit
by his advice, as far as the circumftances we are redu-
ced towill admit. In the nataral order of things, deli-
beration thould go before meafures, with us it mult
follow them.

Colonel Goddard’s army is now near eleven degrees
welt of Calcutta.  We have no other way of tracing his
progrefs, or- afcertaining his diftance from us, but by
obferving, as accurately as we can, the latitude and
longitude of his pofition, on a general map of india.
If he attempts to proceed, it muft be fn the mouth of
danger. 1f he retreats, it will refle difbonour on our
arms. If he advances into Berar, it is againft the advicef

c o
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ofthc Rajah, who infifts on his rémaining wheré heis ;
and who, I prefume, will never fuffer an Enoluh army’
1o march in.0 the heart of the country ; efpecmlly when
he lears that another detachment is preparing to enter
it frum the caftward. - This meafure, fo far from wiving
hun encour gement to join us, muft nacurally - All him
with jealoufy and diftruft.  Wichout infifting on 1he
faithlefs charalier uniformly . attribuied to the Mar=
ratzas, thefe morives alone are fufficien: to- pur: him on
his guard againft us; while others, equally powerful,
may induce him to take advantaoe of the critical fitu-
ation of our.army, and to con-promxfe his own differ-
ences with the Pailhwa and the Nizam at our expence.
Ar 21l events, I prefume, it cannor be dif’putcd that
‘the fality of the detachment depends greatly on the
good faith of Moodajee Boofla. 1In this fituation we
have achoice of difficuliies before us ; ‘whatever refolu-
tion we adopt will, I fear, be liable to fuch objections
as will admit of no better an{wer, than that flill greater
objections may be urged againft any other.  We may
order Colonel Goddard, at® all events, to proceed to
Bombay ; ‘or to imnove towards our weftern frontiers
through Berar, or to return as expeditioufly as he can,
by the way he went. I am againft the firft, becaufe I
am convinced it cannot be attempted without, the
greateft hazard to the detachment, or with the {malleft
probability of fuccefs. I confider it az one common
and equally effential intereft of all the powers of India
to oppofe. the march of an Engllth army acrofs the
continent; and, by defeating the attempt in the firft
inftance, to deter us from ever forming tuch a enter-
prize again,  Moodajce: Boofla himfelf ﬁates the dan-
ger-to us in terms which fufficiently exprefs his opinicn
of the impoffibility of furmounting it.

With
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With refpe&t to Bombay, noththﬁandmv all that
hus beenr faid of the deep defigns of the’ French that
place is aétually in no danger ; if it were, this i is not.
the way of providing: for its defence. Iam againft
the ‘fecond, becaufe it appears that the Rajah himfelf -
is very averle o lettmo Colonel Goddard come into
his ccuntry, and infifis on his ftaying where he is.  If
the army fhould moveinto Berar without his confent,
and without fome flipulations previoufly determined
with him, it will be always in his power to facrifice
them to the Poonah Government, or to the Nizam,
if they can make it their intereft fo to do. For my
own' part, I am very much inclined to think, that all
his late delays and uncertainties are affected, for no
other purpofe but to.give his countrymen time to”
complete their preparations, and t6 furround Colonel
Goddard. No choice then is left, but to order Colonel
Goddard to return as he went. 1donot fay, that this
meafure fhall not leffen the opinion which the powers
of India may hitherto have entertained of the councils
of this government. It may alfd be thought in fome
degree difgraceful 'to-our arms. But neither is this of
wetght againft other fuperior confiderations; ndr do:
I apprehend that if no dircét impreffion be made upon
our army, its bare retreat will prove any thing, butthe
extrenre imprudence of thofe meafures which have left
us no other option. At the fame time, I think that
proper- letters fhould be written t~ the-Paithwa, to in-
form him of this alteration, to defire that the army may
return without racleftation, and to affure him that we
are fincerely difpofed to come to a conciliztion with him,
and toadjuft whateyerdifferences may unfortunately have
arifen between his government and ours, inan amicable
manner, aoreeablc to the terms and printiples of the
treary of Poonah. :

cz2 The
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The time which has elapfed fince the receipt of
Moodajce Boofla’s letiers, and the critical fituation of
the detachment, make it indifpenfibly neceffary that
fome clear and decifive orders be immediately difpatched
to Colonel Goddard. I fhall be ready to correét and
alter my opinion, if I fee juft and folid reafons urged
againtt it,

P, Francis.

Goveraor General, 1 have feen Mr. Francis’s mi-
nute, and do mot think it ueccffary or - proper 10
apply to it.

' W. Haftings,

Intelligence from Poona, contained in o Letter from Row
Gee, dated 18th of January, 1779, to the Nababf
of Arcor, e

" 1, T have addreffed your Highnefs feveral letters of
late, fome of which I hope are arrived. I have ac-
counts of others having been intercepted in the road,
and fhall therefore recapltulate fouie of the moft im-
portant rranfactions here.

2. The Englifh Surdars, as I have already wrote to
your Highrels, marched from Bombay to the paffes,
and fortified that of Kodrichully. Raganaut-Row took
pofieffion of two. forts which were in the road, and
joined the Englifh army, which I hear confifted of 700
Europeans, § batalions of Seapoys, 40 pieces of can-
non, mortars, and a quantity of powder and military
fores ; they had befides 4 lacks of rupees in money.

3. Siccaram Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, ywo Ma-
. ratta Surdars, joined their forces, and fatisfied the dif-
contented
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contented chiefs Schindiah and Holkar, by giving them
money, jaghires, and other prefents.

‘4. All the chiefs having met to confult what was to’
be done in the prefent ftate of affairs, they all with one
voice agreed, thatif Roganaut-Row came with his own
forces alone, they fhould receive him, and give hima
fhare of the power as formerly ; but fince he came with
an army of Englith, who were of a different nation from
them, and whofe condué in Sujah Dowla’s country,
the Rohilla country, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they
were well acquainted with; they unanimoufly deter-
mined not to receive Roganaut-Row ; 2s otherwife, in
the end, they would be obliged to forfake their religion,
and become the flaves of Europeans. Upon this they
exchanged oaths ;' and Nehum-Row, Apagee Pundit,
and Scindiagh, were fent with an army of 15,000 horfe,
befides foor, to the Gaut of Telicancon, and were fol-
lowed immediately afier by Siccaram Pundit and Nana
Furneze, with 40,000 horfe. g

5. It has been for fome time the fixed determination
of the Englith Surdars to give their afliftance to Roga-
naut-Row, .in replacing him at the head of the govern-
ment ; an army was {ent from Calcutta, who made an
alliance with Boofla, (Rajah of Berar) and they were
greatly encouraged by, the news of the furrender of
Pondicherry.

6. Mr. Moftyn, who went from Poonah, made
them believe, that many of the Marratta Surdars
were in their intereft, and that as {oon as their army
thould arrive at the Gaut, Holkar would join them with
all his forces. § L&

[
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4. The Englifh, trufling to this, marched their
army to the Gaut, and waited impatiently for a whole’
month, but no one appeared to join their ftandard.
The Englith army -marched forward from the Gaue,
and were fo much barrafled by the Marattas as not to be
able to proceed more than two cofs a day, duringwhich’
time they loft a great many of their men by the
firekept upon them by the Marattas. - “"When they came -
to Chockly, which is abour 14 cofs from the pafs, they .
were obliged to halr; Captain Stewart, one of their Sur-’
dars, was killed at this place. A
8. On the 21ft Janvary the European army arrived
at Tulicanoon (17 cofs from 'the pafs) Mr. Carnac,
Second of Bombay, was with them; * Siccaram fent
a body of horfe to Tulicanoon, to harrafs them'; 25
Europeans, amongft whom was an’ officer, and 100
fepoys, were killed on the firft day; the: Marattas had
200 men killed. -

9. On the 2d day, the Englifh were furrounded on
all fides by the Marattas, and all fupplies of provifions
cut off from them.  Secing themfelves in this fituation,

-they determined, if pofible, to return back by the
Gaut, and confulted upon the means.toeffet ic.. Ro-
ganaut-Row hearing this, fent privately to the Marattas
Chicf, Sindiah, telling him, that if he would atrack®
the Englith, he would join them with his two battalions
of Sepoys, a2nd 6oo horfe. The Englith, it would ap-
pear, had intelligence of this'; fory on the 15th January,
they fuddenly marched. fecretly from Tulicanoon, tak-'
ing Roganaut-Row with them,  and leaving their bag-
gage and tents ftanding, vnder the proteétion of 200
Luropeans,- and one battalion of Sepoys, with eight
pieces of cannon, to make the Marattas believe that
their whole force was at Tulicannoon. Siccaram,

however,
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:However,® got private inteliigence of their march;-and
she, with Nana Furneze,  Scindiah, and Holkar, went
tocut off their march, At the fame he fent a body
of horfe to Tulicaneon, where the reft of the Englith
were encamped. ‘The Marattas, as ufual, fell upon
the plunder, and a fmart engagement enfued berween
them and the Englifh. The detachment, who had
marched with Roganaut-Row, bad not proceeded far,
returned to the affiftance of thofe in their camp. A
heavy cannonadeiwas’kept up by the Marattas from’
midnight till four e’clock the next day; the Englifh
were not able to'march one foot of way, 2nd all their
firing took no effeét; 150 Europeuns, with many of
their officers, and 80o Sepoys were killed. 'The Ma-
rattas furrounded them, and kept patroles going. all
night, to prevent any from efcaping. On the 14th,
the Maratras commenced their cannonading again, 50
Europeans, and 400 Sepoys were killed. The Englith
ceafed firing, feeing that it had ro effet. In the
evening of thag day, the fefvant of Roganaut-Row,
and that of Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to Madah
Row, acpuaiating him that they would fend a rrufty
petfon to confer with him upon fome mattérs, if leave.
was given. - The Surdars read the letter, and fent an
anfwer by the fame perfon, that they were willing to
. ceafe hoftilities, until a perion-was fent. They, how-.
ever, took care to keep a ftriét patrole rourd the Eng-
lith camp all night.  On the 15th the Marattas Surdars
went to the trenches, and began firing again; but it
was not anfwered from the Englifh camp: foon afier,
Mr. Farmer (a gentleman who was fome time ago at
your Highnels’s court) came from the Englith camp,
and the fire of the Marattas immediately ceafed. The
Maratras fent for him into the prefence, and " Mr. Farmer
faid to them, ¢ We are only merchants. When
¢¢ difputes prevailed with you, Raganaut-Row came to

r (13 us
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¢ us, and demanded our protection, We thought he
¢¢ had a right to the government, . and gave him Jour
< afliftauce.  Nothing buc ill fortune attends him, and
<t we have been brought to this miferable fiate, by
¢¢ keeping him with us. = You are mafters to keep bim
¢ from us.  We fhall henceforth adhere to the treaties
« that have formerly taken place between us. Be
¢ pleafed to forgive what had happened-”

The Minifter anfwered. ¢ Raganaut-Row is one of
<¢ us, What right could you have to interfere in our
«¢ concerns with him; We now defire you to give up
¢ Sallcete and Baffin, and what other countries you
¢ have poflefled yourfelves of ;. as alfo the Circars, thofe
< of the Purgunnahs of Baroch, &c. which you have
¢ taken in Guzzart, ' Adhere to the treaty made in
«¢ the time of Bajalee Row, and afk nothing elfe.”
Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and returned: to his
camp. While this negociation was carrying on, 15,000
Maratia horfe were fent againft fome out-polts where
the Englith had entrenched themfelves, and fet fire to
them, putting every one they met with to death. They
did the fame at the fort of Choul, where the Englith
had fortified.” 1 heard all this froni Nana Furnize ;

whether it be true or falfe, I am not certain.

- On the 6th at noon, Mr. Farmer returned, and told
Schiadiah, that he had brought a blank paper, figned
and ,ealed which the Maratta Chicfs might fill up as
they pleafed Echindiah told the Minifters, that although
they kad it in their power to make any demands they
pleafed, it would not be advifeable todo itat this time,
* For our making large demands, would only fow re-
¢ fentment in cheir hearts, and we had better demand
¢ only what is neceffary. Let Roganaut-Row be with
< us, and the treaty between. us and the Englith will
€ bc
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¢ be adhered to. Let Salfette and the Purgunnah in
¢ Guzzarats, &c. be given back to us. Let the Ben-
¢« gal army return back:’' For the reft let us a& with
¢ them, asitis ftipulazed in the treaty with Balagee
¢ Row ; let the jewels mortgaged by Roganaut-Row be
¢¢ reftored, and nothing demanded for them. Let all
‘¢ thefe articles be wrote out on the paper which they
¢¢ have fent.” Which was accerdingly done.

-

_ < Ttislikewife conditioned, that'till this treaty is re-

* turned, figned and fealed by theGovernor of the Coun-
¢« cil, and {elett Commiitee, under the Company’s
e feal, and ‘1iil Salfeite and the othe; countries be
¢ given uf, the .nephew of Captain Stewart and
¢¢ Mr. Farmer thall remain in the Maratta camp as hoit-
« ages for the due performance-of the ariicles of this
¢¢ treaty.- The Englilh foldiers who have efcaped with
¢ their lives, fafted for three days, and are_now is a mi-
st ferable conditicn. The Europeans and Sepoys have
¢ all grounded their arms,—On the 17th the treaty was
“fent to the Maratra camp. The articles were written in
¢¢ Perfian, Maratta, and Englifh, fealed with the Com-
¢ pany’s. feal, and figned by Mr, Carnac and feven offi-.
¢ cers.  After this the Maratta Surdars fent them victu-
< als, which they! needed much. The Englith marched.
¢ out, ¢ftorted by-2000 Maratta horfe s but Roganaut-
¢ Row, not finding a fucky hour, did not go to the
¢ Maratia camp, but will go after 12 0’clock to-mors
¢ row, &c.”

d A.No
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A. No. V.

Copy of .a Letter from SICCARAM PUNDIT,
Prime-Minifter of the Poonah Government, to Go-
vernor-General H'ASTINGS.—Received in Bengal
the 7th of December, 1778,

At the time when fome of the Company’s Chiefs
were engaged in difputes and hoftilities with the Chiefs
of this, government, atuated by a wifh to promote the -
good and happine(s of mankind in general, whichfuf-"
tered by thofe troubles, you interpofed your friendly
mediation, to remove the caufes of complaint, and to
put a ftop to them; and deputed Colonel Upton for
this purpofe, to the prefence. of my ‘mafter Scriminuft
Row, Row Pundit Pinkham, Pithaw Saib.

At the time of the rarification of peace, I objeftedto
there being no perfon of rank and credit prefent on the
part of the governor of Bombay ; to which the Ceionel
made anfwer, ¢ That the Governor and Supreme Coun-
< cil of Calcutta were inveflted with auchority over all
< fettlements of the Englith Company, and that their
< a&ts were binding on the Chiefs of all the Englith fet-
¢ tlements.” = On the faith of this declaration, I made

eacc between this' Government and the Company’s

hiefs, and concluded a treaty ; but the Governor of
Bombay, has inevery inftance of his conduét fince, ex-
cited troubles and commotions, in violation of the
ties of friendfhip; and notwithftanding your exprefs
orders to expel Roganaut-Row from the Company’s do-
minions, ‘and to fettle all points between the two ftates,
in conformity to the treaty, he has performed nothing
thereof. Andan envoy from the King of France arriv-
ing here with a letter, interefted perfons, and invcntor;

- o
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of falthoods, ' conceiving this” a lucky opportunity to
obtain credit to their lying reports; without examination
or refleftion, reprefented it in the manner beft calcula-
ted to anfwer their malicious purpofes.

I call God to witnefs, that out of regard to the friend-
thip and alliance of the Company and the Englith
chiefs,’ I difmiffed the faid Envoy, without negociating,
or even converfing with him, 1 have lately heard,
that fome of your people have hoftilely poffefied them-
felves of the fort of Calpee, which belongs to this go-
vernment, This meafure is widely removed from the
faith of the folemn treaty executed by the Engliih.

When the governor of Bombay, in former times,
put on the matk of friendfhip for the purpofes of de-
ceit, and aided the enemies of this government; re-
garding you, Sir, as fuperior to all other Chiefs, I made
peace and friendfhip with you; and thefe are the fruits
produced by this friendibip.

You write that the' maintaining of friendfhip and

ftri¢t union between our refpe&i_v'e ftates,  is’ your re-
folve. ' Is it'in effect for the prefervation of fricnd[hig
that you trouble the dominions of this government ?
Such a mode of condut is inconfiftent with the max-
ims and meafures of high.and illuftrious Chiefs.—
It is mutually incumbent on us to preferve inviolate
the terms of tfie treaty.  Should any deviation  arife
therein, they are effects of the will and difpenfati.n
of God,

de ) A. No-
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A. Nq. VL. :

From ‘the fame.——Received in Calcutta, the 1ath

SR LRSI e Do R 785 BRES D
¢¢T have been favoured with your letter under date
the 22d" Trémadee ‘Affamiee (17th July) on the fubject
©f the prefervation’ and increafe of the fiicndibip
between - the two ftates, and intimating that it.is
vour ' firft' refolve “to maintain every article of the
treaty, fo long as it is ‘adhéred to by che Paithwa ;. that
the troops have been fent folély for the reinforcement of

‘the fettlement 'of Bombay 3 dnd that the commandin
officer 'had ftri@" injunétions ‘to obferve fuch a ‘con-
dut in every refpeét, asis confiflent with the friend-
fhip fubfifting’s that'the feveral letters you have lately
received from this quarter, meaning from me, centain
‘a declaration to tnaintain the treaty of friendthip be-
tween us '3 yet that'miy having hitherto evaded to grant
‘pafies for “the midrch of the troops through the govern-
ment dominions, caufes yougreat aftonifhment, ' That
if 1ftill refufe to_comply therewith, you are remedilefs,
and the blame will fall on me. This letter, containing
the above, afd ‘other particulars, which I (hall no-
‘tice before ‘1  conclude, ' reached’ me on the 4th of

Shabann (28 Auguft) and afforded me great pleafure.
"¢ Tt is vniverfally allowed, that there is nothing in
the world more excellent than friendfhip and harinony,
which are bleflings to mankindin general. The main-
tainance: of every article of the treaty, is equally in-
cumbent on both parties.——1It is. not ftipulated in
any ardicle of the treaty, that either party may fend
forces throngh dominions of the other, without con-
fulting him beforehand, and caufe trouble and diftrefs
to
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to the people. To what rule. of friendfhip ¢an be
attributed the ftationing of garrifons in the forts; ‘and
making collections in the country of the other party.o—
What has. happencdy is then' agreeable to Englifb. faith.
In proof of this affertion, be it - obferved, that Co-
lonel Leflie, the Commanding Officer. of thc detach-
ment, has kept with him Ragonaut-Row’s Vakeel, and,
in «conjunétion with him, colletts .money from the dO‘
minions of the government, by intimidating its fubs
Jjeéts. This being the cafe, what becomes of your
affurances before rccucd that - the treaty fhould . be
fcrupuloufly adhered to, on your parts, fo long as it
,was maintained by my mafter ? or what degree of cre-
'dit can be given therero?

] .“'From time immemaorial, no forces of the maric
time European nations; have marched by land through
the dominions of the government : but the route of all
the trading and European nations  has been by the
‘ocean. ; Nor is it {tipulated in the treaty, that the En+
glilh detachments (hall have 2 paffage through the go-
vernment territories.  Refle€t maturely on this, and
then determine, on whofe f{ide the blame refts.
That fuch unlooked-for acts fhould proceed from you,
is a matter of the bighelt aftonilhment; to think that
mighty and- powerful Chiefs fhould a& in direét oppo-
Gtion. to the faith of their engagements. You are
pleafed to write, that if ‘the Prefidency of Bombay,
fhall ftill continue to require the troops, you can in no
cafe, agree to recall thém.——The matter is briefly
thus. ——— The King of England, and:the Englith
Company, have placed confidence in the Supreme
Council of Calcutta, and invefled it with auchority
over, all the other  fettlements,  The alts  of
the Council ;of Calcutta are binding on the govern-
‘ment of all the Company’s fettlements, Having nglfn

this
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this afflurance, he propofed the form of a.treaty, fuch
as the critical fituation of the times rendeted neceffary.

—You tranfmitted a treaty conformably thereto, under
the feal of the Englith Company. It was from the
beginning, the earneft with of the government of
Bombay, that no friendly connecions fhould be eftab-
lithed between the two ftates, and have been, ever fince,
ftriving to overfet it. ~ And notwithftanding the con-
clufion of the treaty, they kept Ragoba with them.
How then, was it to be expeéted, that they thould re-.
call their troops, which were difturbing the peace of
the government dominions? It even appears, to a
convxéhon, that they perfuaded Ragoba to the mea-
fures he has purfued. How then does the fupreme
authority of the Council of Calcutta from the King of
England appear, fince the Chiefs ¢f the differenr fer-
tlements, do not regard engagements made by you, as
binding on them, but make no fcruple to break them
And you, Sir, paying no'regard to your own alts,
take your meafures on the reprefentations of the go-
vernment of Bombay. This is mdccd aﬁomﬂnno to
the higheft degree |

It is the diGate of found policy that you withdraw
your troops to your own territory. This will be a
convincing proof of the fincerity of your friendfhip,
and will fpread the fame of your good faith, through-
out the univerfe.

From the commencement of the government of the
family of the Paifhwa, they have entered into treaties
with many of the Chiefs of the Eaft and Weft, and
have never before experienced fuch a want of faith from
any one; nor, ever to the prefent timc, deviated from
their engagements, or been wanting to the duties of
fr‘cnd[hlp and alliance 3 the blame refts with you.

The
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The pacific difpoficion of the Maratta Court, and their
refufal ' to treat effectually with St. Lubin, willap-
pear from the following paffage in aletter from the
Governor’s friend, thé Rajah of Berar.

A. No. VIIL :

I formerly intimated in my letters to Calcutta, the
purport of what the Poonali Minifters wrote ta me,
That they neither had, nor would have, any friend-
fhip or connefion with the French nation; and that
the French agent came to Poopah, folely for the pur-
pofes'of trade ; and that out of friendfhip to the En-
glith they had fent him away; that I fhould therefore
write to the Nabob Amand-ul-Dowla, (meaning the
Governor General ) to be perfetly fatisfied with re-
fpect to them, they being fteady to their engagements.

Narrative
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ity Ot Pliee it R ohilla
- War.

THE exten(ive rich provinces called. Rohil-cund, in-
. habited by a pationt diflinguifhed upder the appella-
tiop of the Rohilla’s, is placed, for the mol} pare, in that
beautiful and fertile fite which exiends between the two
great’ rivers, Ganges and Jumna, from the boundary
of Corah to the confines of . Agra and Delhi;: it aceu-
pies a large diftrict of country on the North fide of the
Ganges, reaching Eaftward to the Provinces of Oude,
and to uninhabited mountains Nerthward 5 and it crof-
{es the: Jumna between Agra and Deihi. The reve-.
nyes, without oppreflion, exceeded  two Crores of
Rupees abnually, (two millions Englith) and their mi-
litary eftablifbment of cavalry and infantry, were about
eighty thoufand ; a brave warlike race. The body
of the people were compafed of Hindoos, of a ftature,
complexion, conftitution, and difpofision, infinitely
fuperior to thofe of the lower countries ; bu: the fare
of war procured to a fet of martial Paran Mahome-
dans,’ an abfolute dominion under the denomination
of Chiefs or Rajahs. As they were numerous, fing'e
chiefships were not powerful, but united as branches
fprouting from the fame flock, and in a commcn caufe,
they were always deemed formidable.

Thefe people lived on good terms with, and bore
loyal atrachment to the Emperor of Hindoftan. The
proximity of their Southern provinces, expofed them
often to the ravages and depredatory incurfions of the

138 AR T Marattas.
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Marattas, * To thefe depredations, may all their mif-
fortunes be afcribed, which furnifhed a pretext to the
afpiring ambition ‘and reftlefls impetuofity -of Sujah-ul
Dowla, the Vizierof the Empire, and Nabob of Oude,
to ufurp the dominion of a country, whofe wealth,
power, and vicinity would ferve him as afcending fteps
to mount the Imperial Throne of Delhi. Heartfully in-
finuated to the Rohilla Chiefs, that he was defirous. to
enter intg an alliance with them, and to affitt againft
the Marratias, as a common enemy ; but as they were
to reap the chief benefit, it was proper that a fubfidy
thould be paid for the fervices which his troops were to
perform on ‘remote expeditions. He had, previous
to this meafure, ‘caufed Mahomed Kouli Khan, the
Nabob, of Illiabad and Corah, to'be bafely affaflinated
when at his religious deyotion, and then he ufurped the
dominion of his country, and thus brought his own
provinces clofe home to thofe Rohilla provinces, which
were the fields of plunder and rapine to the flying Mar-
ratta parties. F

The Rohilla Chiefs, although they knew and fu/p-&-
ed his general chara&er, doubted not his fincerity on
an occation,’ which' evidently accommodated -himfelf,
and they. confented to pay Sujah-ul-Dowla forty Lacks
of Rupees, if he would fend a powerfol army immedi-
atelyto-join their forces, in repelling, and driving the
Marratta marrauders out of their country. ‘The Mar-
ratra’s availing themfelves of the Vizier’s flow move-
ments, and in the fecurity which the promifed fuccours
from the Vizier had created in the'Robhilla Chiefs, even
to arelaxation of the neceflary precaution, renewed their
incurfions and depredations wich redoubled fury and
alacrity, and with too much fuccefs ; fo that the Com-
pany’s troops under the command of Sir Rebert Barker,

€ on
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“on the part of the Vizier, only entered the Rohilla
country, for its defenicé, atter all the mifchief had been
irretrieveably perpetrated The Rohilla Chiefs were,
by that méans, fo reduced in their finances, that befides
mildly frating the non- -performance of “ceniralt by
Sujah-ul- Dowia, they wete obliged by neceflity to defire
arefpite inthe completc payment of ‘'whart he would be
found to ‘have any’equitable claim‘ to,” by periodical
inftallments, and propofed to make the prefidency of
Fort William the fole judges' thereof ; as"all overtures
were refufed, they at length yielded 1o the mitafure ‘of
‘paying the whole original {pecific fum, tpon condition
of accommodafing them with fuck reafonable terms,

{fuited to the reduced flated in which the late Marrata
acurfions, and the Nabeb’s own dilatory obfefvance of
the treaty, had left Ihen' -countries.

This was the mdcnncal ob e&tof the Viziet’s pohcy 1
and it is.not inconfiftent with his ambition, treachery,
and brutality, to fufpect and believe, that he had bis
emiffarics amongft the Marrattas, to ftimulate and " ex-
cite them to commit the late depfcdauon, ‘upon' a pro-
mife’ from him, that his armies, notwithftanding the
‘treaty he had concluded with the Rohilla Chiefs, thould
not obftrult their operations; ‘until the year following,
xmagxmn as it_happened, that the pleas of neceffity
and ‘equity, on the part of the ‘Rohilla Chiefs, ‘would
furnifh him with pleas for inftant hoﬁlhty and ‘exter-
~mination.

Matters were ‘in this flate of fufpence, 'when Mr.
Haftines and his Councjl, refol¢ed on a Committee of
“Circuit to fettle the revenues, adjuft the adminiftration

~of the Dewannee, and liquidate other commercial and
fevenue conceras in the provinces of Bengal-and Ea—
ary
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har, and with Sujah-ul-Dowla, about the middle of the
year, 1773. A rupture,. artfully contrived, feparated
the' Members of Circuit on the day of their departure
from-Calcutta, and . it fell to the pre-concerted lot of
Mr. Haftings folo, to, tune the inftrument, corret the
mufical meafures, and harmonize’ the difcordant fa-
culies .of the Vizier Sujah-ul-Dowlaz. The Go-
vernor repaired to Benaras, the ficld of aion, char-
ged with difcretionary powers in relation to matters of
trade, and adjuftment of the fubfidy. There were fe~
veral . Members of Council, Sir, Robert Barker the
Commander.in Chief, of the army, and.feveral fenior
fervants of ;the Company, either by appointment, or in
fuite,. at that time, in .Benaras. . But fecret deeds
diflike the light; and upon the principles of the
negociation between the Governor and the Vizier, it
would have been impolitic and dangerous in the ex-
treme, to have had aflitants or witnefles, - -Sir Robert
Barker, refenzed, the indigpity offered, to his i tary
and_civil ftations in the Company’s fervice, and as a
man of , probity, who fet a proper valde on the, faith
and honor of his nation, reprobated the treaty, as un-
juft, and difhonourable, which appears upon the public
minues of Council after their return to Calcutta.
The prefence and names of thefe gentlemen were only
~made pfe of, to witnefs the execution, and interchange-
able delivery of the public articles of the. treaty,-upon
the 18th September 1773, There were odhers of.a
much more intricate nature, not proper to. be promul-
gated, referved for the influence which the Governor’s
return, and improved condition, to the prefidency,
could only bring to bear by his rcal prefence in Coun-
cil, the act of Council being found indifpenfible to
‘give it efficacy. 1

ca By
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By this public treaty, the Vizier ‘wis to b¢ mvefted,
“(and immediately to poflefs, asan eftate in perperuicy, ~)
‘with thie Emiperor’s rightsto the proviticesof 1liabad and
Corah, which had béen’ folemnly fecured to 'him by feve-
‘val facred vréaties in 1463, and Tatified by the Company
operly; and' 1mphcdly by the nation ; for this bold con-
ceffion, he was to give the Company forty lacks of Ru-
“pées;asaconfideration for a perpetual révenue of 4 glacks,
under a wife adminiftration’; and' the tribute of 26
Facks'to'the Emperor, from the Nabobfhip of Bengal,
“was,’ by ‘thefe ‘two ! Contractors, declared to have been
forfeited from the -28th February 1772, except two
fums which the Vizier, and Nudjiff Cawn (a colleague
o this “occafion) pretended to claim as a private debt
from the Kisg'to thtm, both amounting to £. 92 800
-ﬁerlmg

' "The firlt part -of the fecre? treaty which tranfpited,
cOnfuﬁedly, cautioufly, and by piece-meal, feveral
‘months thereafter, contained the barbarous and fhock-
. g tragedy, which'a Britih Commander in Chief, and
an’army’ offitered by Britith {ubjects, ‘and paid by ‘the
Britith Eafl India Company, were made to act, in maf-
facring and ¢xterminating a whole nation, diftinguifhed
in Hmdoftan for mam fuperior qualifications; and
putting Sujah‘ul-Dowla'in the full poffeflion of ‘their
couritry, he paying the Conipany for the inhuman ufe
of thefe mercenaries, the pauléry pirtance, {in propor-
tion to the annual révenue, and ‘of the plunder) ot 50
facks "of Rupees, ( as a balfam to their wounded con-
fcnencxes/ by four annual in®allments.

- Tt is not very conﬁﬁent, with human ideas to con-
ccive, far lefs to believe implicitly, that Mr. Haftings
could have formed fo firm and infuperable an attach-

s ment,
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ment, or perfonal friendfhip for a prince whofe charac-
ter was univerfally obnoxious, a perfect ftranger to him,
aud who hadreceived into his bofom (joined with them
as'the Company’s enemies) thofe perfons who, not long
before, had: inhumanly and -perfidioufly butchered, in
cold blood;: his own colleagues and moft intimate -
friends and companions, the members of the Council
of 'Patna, -and ,others 3 bis fecrer motives or gratifica-
tions are fubjects of fufpicion, but they are obfcured
beyond the:reachiof légal proof.  Every virtue that can
dignify humanity, weré thewantonofferings to gratify the
ambitionand fanguiniry thirftof the moft favageof hisfpe-
cies.§ « He engaged deliberately in an unnatural,” un<
* ' proveked,

4§ That Sujah-ul-Dowla thould have protedted and befriended
Coffim Alli Cawn and Sombro, the murderers of Meflrs. Hay,
Ellis, Chambers, &%. will not be a matter of {urprize, after the
finple' relation of ‘the two following anecdotes, out of 2 hundred
miore.~~—Captain| H——r, ‘who w4ds in the Company’s fervice,
.and alfo, in the,Vizier’s, .had a -boat with fome merchandize,
{topped by. the Revenue Officers, for want of the proper permi
Without fufpecting any tragical confequence, he mentioned it t
the Vizier.——He was awaked at middle-night, and the kead of
the Phoazdar, (chief Magiitrate) of the difiri&t; prefented to
him in:a bafket. ., A circumitance which fhocked Captain H——r.
to that degree, that he {carce recovered his {pirits while in India.

7"Coloneél G——d, hunting one day in Rohilcund, fome vils
lagers whofe hogs were killed by the dogs, threw a 'flick at one
of the!dogs. +—=The Colonel came to $ir R. B——1’s tent,:
where the Vizier was at breakfaft, and accidently mentioned
the trifling circumftance. The Vizier whifpered to'one of his
attendants, and before the breakfaft was over, the attendant re-
turned'and informed the Vizier, that the village was deftroyed,
and man, weman, and child, put to the fword, ,

ajisl 3 + T | -
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ptovoked, cruel war,: to: deftroy an-unoffending, indusn
frous people, to whom: the fame mercenary arms had
ielded fuccour, and friendly relief the preceding year,
e facrificed the: facred inherenc rights of :the. Empe-
ror, to raife the Emperor’s own fervant and fubjc¢t, by
an act-of open rebellion and ‘high treafon. . He vios
lated the: folemn treaties, upon which-allthe claims to
trade; and the territorial revenues, accorded to the Coms
pany and nation, are founded and eftablithed, to the
fame unwarrantable purpofes. He withdrew the tris
bute, which. conftituted the fole legal and. political
confidération for the Company’s pretenfions to the De-
wannee, and the:rights of. the Britith nation, without
confulting with his conftituents, or his council, and a-
gainft a ratified treaty, and ceded the Emperor’s own
.provinces of Illiabad and Corah, to the Emperor’s own
minifter, a mere temporary officer, removeable at _his
pleafure.——He, even, with an affurance and in-
decency,. {carce to be equalled, avows, that the un-
authorized treaty. of Benares, and the fecrét conditions,
which were only known to the two negociators, and
not even committed 10 paper, were, to all intents and
purpofes, binding and ooligatory on the Company;
and in particular, he afferted, that the general tenor of
the treaty, implied a pofitive obligation, on the Com-
pany, to fecure the Mufnud to Sujah-vl-Dowla and bis
poferity in the undifturbed poffeffion of the Nabobihip
of Qude, together with, the countries ufurped by the
facrijegious murder of Mahomed Kouli Khan, and, the
treaty of Benaras; although in the fame bseath he ac-
knowledges, thatat the time of making the concel-
fions, he had declared to the Vizier, Tha: ke was ac-
ting . and. conjenting to meafures; againft the. peremptory
arz?ers‘ of . bis. [uperiors.——All thefe are conceptions and
conceflions, of {o extravagant and prepofterous a na-
: ture,
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re, fo-foreign 1o the utmoft extenlicnof the Com-
panys® power, ardfo’ fhametul and- inglorious;to the
‘Britith nationyGrhav the iniguitous ‘and -inhwman ‘pur-
pofes exprefled in them, arer fufficient; incthe:eye sof
réafon,” as well aslaw, todeclarethe wholé nuil: and
void from the beginning 5 and that nothing lels,’ than
the vileft ‘profticution’ of truft ‘could. have - praduced
fuzh a treary; ordareditoavow fo abfurd and impudent
d'conftrultion'upon ity s ‘

F ot rive odk TR ‘
**“Mr. Hafting& contrived, to bring the majority of ‘hi3
Couricil, to approve thepublictreaty; and his fubfequent
equivocations and' fophiftry in Council, concerning the
Jécret ‘conditions ftipulated-between the Vizier and him=
{1t in‘rélavion ‘to the conquett of “the’ Rohilla-pro:
vinces,” démonftrated beyénd 2 doubr, that he thought
theni of “a'texture and complexion, not proper for pub-
Yi¢ difguific’on. 2 This' allégation, as well as “private
confiderdtions for the facrifices in queftion, are -pretty
diftinétly implied in the appointment of 2 Refident at
‘the Vizier's Court, where rione had before been' deemed
‘riecefiary, upon’' his’own" fpecial © motion; “claiming,
‘authoritativély, “dn independént right ‘1o ‘appoint
and’ recall’the propofed Refident, of “his“own free
will” and " mere motion ; that fuch Relident fhall be
confidered x5 “his (‘the Governor’s') ‘privare agent
and ‘correfpohd “only” with bim. Mr. Haftings’s
‘minutes ‘and “report upon the occafion, ‘are to the
folloWing pilrpofé,” and nearly literal.’ < That it was
““Cmy inieition 10 tondince the Vizier, that in bis concerns,
with the Corlipany, the inusediate dependente was ipon
&' the Governor alone, and to eftablifly 4 dives? “eorrejpon-
€' Lorice. Detween bim and wiyfelf, wwithout: any interven-
¢’ yioh»Could Mr. Haftings have adopted a furer
maxim ot tangyvage, or afieried a - fronger- line of in-

4 fluence,
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fluence, to obtain an Afiatic recompence ? mm——
He then ‘propofed, ¢ To appoint.a g;";’xrgn, for tr‘w;;;
<t ating ‘fuch matters’ of ‘correfpondence and ; coms
«wmunication with the Vizier, . as bé,. (the Governor)
<< fball \ithink' ‘proper fo ‘emtruff . {0 bis managementss
svand he offers it, frankly, as his opinion, that if the
¢ Board Thall entruft him with the fole nomination of luch,
<3 'Refident, and the power of recalling bim whencver -ba
¢ pleafes, it may be attended with good effets, but not athers
&¢ wife.”—What conftrution can be put on fuch decla-
rations, recorded on the Companys’ own proceedings,
but that the refult of the vifit to Sujah-ul-Dowls, had
placed the author, beyond the reach and power of his
employers 2T he confidential infttutions to the Refi-
dent,andthe correfpondence with himand Colonel Cham-
pion,"eorroborate thefe furmifes in pretty dirsct fetms,.
By the inftru@ions to Mr. Middleton, the Refident, he
exprefsly ¢ forbids any European, whether Englifh o
<¢.not, -civil or military, in or our |of the Companys’
< fervice, on'any pretext, to vifit the Vizier, or the Ra-
< jah Cheyt Sing, but pariicularly the Vizier; not cven
«the European Officers in the Vizier’s own fervice, ex-
¢ cept the 'Commander in Chief.”——As Mr., Haft-
ings obtained for the Rajah Cheyt-Sing, the Zemindary
of ‘the Provinccs of Benaras Ghazipore,: &3¢, and 19 his.
pofferityy for 222 Tacks of Rupees yearly rent, it may be
fuppoled;  that the fon and heir of the rich Rajah Bul-
wans/’Sing, ‘was alfo very liberal t0 bis” friend and
benefa&tor; - and' thercfore the prohibition to Eu-
ropedn ' vifitors, was 'a neceflary *meafure of ~pru-
dent - policy.— Mr.. Haftings baving written 2
prévatelewer to’ Sujah ul Dowla, without any commu-
nication, as ulual, through the Refident ; the jealonly,
or'the fears'of Mr. Middleton were roufed, and he col-
Jected refolution” enough to complain with fome bit-,
£ ‘ternels
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tertiefs of che flight and Tdiﬁidéx?cc which it.implied,, in
a'letter to Mr. Haltings, 'dated the, 4th June, .137a,
wheréin”he fays, < that having expreffed his uneafi-
“ nefs to_the Vizier, he was told. by him,, £hat it was
“<only o private complimentary letter.”—— And Colongl
Champion, in a private letter to the Governor;. before
their quarrel, dated goth May, 1774, ules. thefe very

fufpicious and deep-meaning expreffions.

*“Deat Sir, : Ve }

¢'In confequence of what paffed between us-at
¢ parting, T have mentioned Colonel Upton’s claim to
<« the'Nabob, and requefled he would bekind enough
«to dilcharge it, His Excellency was very. concile.in bis
“Yeply, ‘that ‘be bad fettled all moncy matiers with M.
“ Haftirgs.” ' ' :

‘What can be inferred from this, but that: Mr. Haft-
ings, had undertook to fhut up all private claims.and
applications. - And the reiterated ftreauous endeavours,
‘of Mr. Haftings, by uncommon application, and indi-

reft infinuaions, to prevail on Colonel Champion to dif~

mifs from his fervice as Banyan, the very faithful, and

inrelligent Collychurn, while upon the expedtion, be=

trays a dread of his difcovering, in the coutfe of bufi-

“'nefs, and ‘negociations with the army, and at Luck-
now, the fecret {prings which led to the treaty of

Benaras, A Mr, Hall, whofe addrefs and

managément had procured him a .general intercourfe

_with the natives of condition, in and about the Vizier’s
court, and metropoiis, having come -down to Calcugts,

fomewhat involved, and finding no method to get ex-

tricated, bethought him of communicating. the. out-

Jines of certain pieces of private knowledge, to-a con=

fidential friend of Mr. H 9 5 declaring that 1‘2?

is
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 his prefent diftrefs, if he was not relieyed, he: muft he
“under the‘neceflity of laying his mind open to General
Clavering ;- It had the inr.nded effe; his debis were
forthwith paid.  BurMr. Hall wife/y faid, that he muft
have futdre fubfiftence, and mose money for immedi-
‘ate ufe ;——he received an order on Coffimbazar for
“prefent fupply, and an appointment at Futtigor, upon
‘exprefs condition of  going’. inftantly, and remaining
there, to execate it in perfon. BT

. : it
Colonel Chimpion was appointed to the command of
the Conipany’s troops, on-an expedition, near 1500
miles by ‘water conveyance up the country,‘againfti the
Rohilla’s, with peremptory. orders. to, be dirécted, in
all' his motions and aétions by thé Vizier, Suja-ul-
< Dowlaywhofe' commands he' was 1mplicitly to obey on
all- ocrafions. - The! Colonel put himfelf accordingly,
at the head of the army; and. took :the field, under. the
-abfolute ‘command of a prifice, whofe objéct was fa-
vagebarbarifm and inhumanity, and who wanted man-
¢y courage to hazard, either his own perfon, his army,
~or-even his attillery . in. aftion, to fecure the fuccefs of
what he'was fo folicitoufly ambitious to' obtain.———
““The fatal bartle was fought,'vpon the 23d day of Apnil,
“a4q4, which-iniquitoufly. decided ‘the’ melancholy, fate
»of the'brave, induflzous, populous, and moffenfive :Ro-
shillasnation'y /at a time that Sujah.ul-Dowla, withdrew,
with his army; artillery, and baggage, .to a diftance of
deveral?miles from thel field of a®ion :~——Nay, he
ipofitively refufed;tothe appliction of Colonel Cham-
pion, a-part of his cavalry in ‘order to attack the
«enemy-at-a certain quarter, to ‘which the numbers of
rthe Company’s troops:could niot extend without immi-
‘nent-danger “to the whole; and he alfo pointedly re-
*fufed:to’ fpare a few pieces of his artillery, 1o ferve in
1 g 3 another
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another very necelfary quattcr.’ . Thefe refufals,created
'unéafy"fui“plciéns'in Colonel Champion’s mind;of foul .
treachery'on the part of ‘the Viziér, in' cale: the: {uccefs
of ‘the' day favoured the’ Rohillas, which would' place
thevanquithed army betwéen a viCorious'enemy, anda
treacherous!friend.o. Suchan idea might not be wanted
to animate'the! Britifh General, but it might have puthed -
him 1o a'determined refolution, to conquer, ‘or: fall.—= .
The Company’s brave General and their zroops, unaf-
fifted, gained adecifive, butin truth a difgraceful, vic-
tory. ' Their artillery were {o judicioufly ftationed and
pointed; that to the immortal honor of. the brave Ro.
hillas, it ‘was afferted, they- left 4000 men lying dead
vpon the field, before they retreated, :

‘The “furviving Chiefs, farrendered at difcretion ' to
the vi€torious army, and. were delivered into the hands
of Sujuh-ul-Dowla, except Fyzulla Cawn, who fled to
the mountainous part of his country, by which means
he'was able to ftipulate conditions, yielding: up his:
camp and towns as plunder to the Vizier, but he could
not, notwithftanding,' obtain fuch other terms; as were
confiftent with either policy or humanity.~The 'other
Chiefs were forced, together with their families, to fub-
mit to the ‘moft difgraceful imprifonment, and the moft
mortifying and humiliating treatment; their Zenanas,
which ‘are“facréd fanftuaries in India, even againft the
violences and outrages of 'favages, were plundered, and
the wives, ‘daughters, and fifters of princes were vio-
Iated and abufed. - Children under puber:ty were: facri-
ficed to the luft'of an old ditempered debauchee., Some
fhocking  circumftances have been alledgedi—==The
plunder ‘received into the ‘pofieffion of* the: Vizier,
has been effimared at'a crore and a half of Rupees; or
1,500,00/. fterhing ;s and yet to this hour;! arithe!:be-

16H? f2 ginning
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ginning of the current year; 1780,,2q lacks, 60,608
Rupres, pare of the fubfidy due for this, conqueft, are
yet owing 1o thie Company, befides ten Lacks promifed
as a donajion to.the army, ia lieu of the plunder, which
lie had treafured to fx}iso\\!n,l_lil‘eV ol 30

"Tris conjeclured, rhatabout 500 thoufand induftrious
hiifbapdmen and artifts, who wete alfo, for, the moft
art, able warriors, together with their families, were
deliberately” driven, openly, over the Jumna, tore-
céive an dfylum from their late enemies apd .plunderers,
the Marratras.——Fyzulla Cawn was obliged .to con-
ditiop,' 'ti}fgt'. ke fbould not entertain. more, than: 5000
perfons under his dominion,-=--The fatter end of 1777,
under the vague pretence . that Fyzulla’s country was
flourifhing,” and becoming more populous. than was
ftipuldted;” by treaty, Mr, = Middleton, as the
Compapy’s _ Refident at. ILucknow,iin. congert
with hiS fricnds and protectorsat the prefidency, with-
. ofit zny ‘notfication to the Supreme Board, or afking
thieir’ €Onfent, undertaok 'to delegate Mr.. Daniel: Bac-
well,”as an_ambaflador to the quiet, timid, Fyzulla
Cawn, who, wrapt up in his garment of innacence; fufy
pedted nothing Jcis than a charge of violating the com-
palt, or "the prefence of an . European -ambaffador, to
adjaff th i‘r’paginary violation, It is faid, thatalthough
the’ ’al}eg‘atidn appeared to_have been without founda.
tio, the ‘minifter found the .means of procuring, by
wiy of efcort back to Lucknow, feveral Elephanis.and
Camels, loaded with eight to ten Lacks, of Rupees in
fpétle. “The minute of Mr. Francis, upon the occa-
cifion’of 'the Governor General’s motion, to approve
the proceedings, as expedient, on the gth March 1738,
is worthy of the fpace it occupies upon record.

He
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He,~ (Mr. Francis,) calls it, ¢ One of the grofleft
s pieces of ‘management he:met ‘with in India. Mr.,
«.-Daniel Barweéll quits his' ftarion ' at- Benaras without
<t/ Jeave, and goes to Lucknow without leave; Mr. Mid-
<« dleton inflantly difcovers, that Fyzulla Cawn'is car.
¢ rying on fome defign prejudicial to the intereft of the
¢:. Nabaob, and that the Na{uob gives caufe for fuch dee
s figns, by his treatment of his fabjeéts; at the fame.
<<_titng, thatnothingis more noptarious, than that the Na-
*:-bob, has. no moére power in his 6wn country, than he
¢ (Mr, Francis) has. ~To put a ftop to thefe efels,
*¢.which mytual jealoufies muft produce, a treaty mult
< be: made, " the guirantee of the Company muft be
¢« given; and Mr. 'Daniel Barwell finds himfelf very op-
ssport- nely, at Liicknow, ready. to execute the com.
< puffion.’> ot ‘

»

The Rohilla Provinces are. now a barren wafte, and
almoft totally deferted by their “remaining inhabijtants.
The Chi;:fs,‘or their children, are continued in the moft
miferable ftate” of confinement, . deprived of the cons.
mon: neceflagies of life. As the proceedings of the
SupremeCouncil in Calcusta, in 1775 and 1776, are
printed, many of the particuldrs will appear, in, them,
and in the letters of Colonel Champion, and other. pa-
pérs-having relatjon to' that barbarous meafure,  The
remarker,}hgv}ns only his memory to recur to, is lefs
perteét in: the detail than he would with to be, ‘be-
canfe the apsals of ‘that hiftory require public invefti-
gation, by the. nation whole arms ftained its fame and
glory, with_indelible impyeflions, which - cry aloud for
jeftice, reparation, und exemplary punilbment, .

E Eodr Narrative
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Narative of Proceedings’in the, Ordnance.
Department ’and ‘in the Oﬂice of
\Ixhtary Store-keeper. lob-agrek

Wl

AN’achmte cnqmry into the apphcauon of military
ﬂores,wﬂl bring peculationsof magnitudeinto pub-
Iie view, ither'committed” by direét authorlty, or un-
der'a col*uﬁon of “high’ authdmy, which “is' the more
dangeros i’ its confcquences, by 'being Tefs fofpected.
Mi luary flores comprehend fo 'large aportion of 'the
Conipany’s’ capital, that *the’ Directors ‘have’ long '“Ja-
boured to-dévelope from the cloud of “intricacies which
obftured from their knowledge, the real’value;"as well
as the regular expenditure and ‘application thereof.
To' this _]udlCiOUS end,’ they pointedly mﬁruéted and
cnjomed their preﬁdenues in India, and partlcular}y
in"thelr feveral general letters to Benwal under dates,
17th June; 1748, ‘parsgraphs 8" to 17 mtluﬁve, 7th
April, ‘1573, paragraph 4 and'5, and ‘gth’" Janudry,
1774, paragraph 9,' ‘By’thefe letters,” the ‘Company
folemnly’ created the oftenfible department of ‘militury
Store keepery on the abolition of, and to fupercede the
office’ of ‘gunner and gim-voom crew the office o 'be
executéd by a covenanted fervant,* who was to receive
from the gunner, and 'to retain in future in bis aftual
piffeffion’and tbarge, and under kis [pecial core (ftanding
accourntablé 'out of his own pnvate eftate for all de.
ﬁmencws) #ll the ordnance, carriages, arms, powder,
thot, thells, tools, inftruinents, ftores, and habiliments

of

* The limitation to a covenanted fervant was clearly meant to
preclude military officers from that truit,

t
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of war. whatfoever; Z¢ bave charge of the gun-room, and
differcut magazines, ond places where military flores were,
or fbould 'badeﬂofued s with a fpecial and peiemplory in-
Junékion as #0'théniode of keeping the feveral, bicks and ac-
compts of bis office, aswell with refpect tothe receipts, and
iffuesof all floves, having velatian:in any degree, to the for-
vice of war 5 whether at the prefidency, or fubordinate fet-
tements, or e fbip-board,. tran{mitting copics anoually,
‘with explanatory .obferyations,- to . the Court, of ;Direc-
tors 3 and  requiring obedicoce from him to the com-
mands of, the Governor and Council, who,-only, fhould
have authority to, order the receipt and delivery of {tores,
after the guality T had been certified by -the Major and
nextofficer of artillery. ; Ordaining alfo; as a branch of
the Store-keeper’s duty, that he take care to prevent the
fkores, receiving - awsidable damage, and to keep them
from.time_to time in repair 3, that ftores Appropriated
occaflionally for, immediate expenditure, fhall, o1/, be
delivered tothe feperate charge and cuftody of the
Dircétor of the Labrotary (now denominated Commiflary
of fiores)) | And that af applications for fupplies, iflues,
and : payments, (hall pals through the military Store-
keeper,. to the Governor. and Council, for their war-
rantito accomplifh it, Y :

To the'fame ends, and in.proper obedience, o the
commands of che Court of Direors, it appears by.a
letter upon record, from: Claud Rufiel, Efg.; - military
Store-keeper to the commiffary -of ftores, on. the 26th
July, 1768, that from a firm belief of abufes cqmmiugd

:) ey ki
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: -|- The quality and.not the guantity on applicgtion, i3 .éLé_n‘gr'_ tg be
certified, this confirms the check intended to be invariably pre-
“fetved; overithe military interfering in a line, mieant 19 be givils
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in the magazines by the embezzlement of ftores, it was
neceffary to compell a ftrict obfervance of the gfablifbed
regulation of the military Store-keeper’s office, which
regulations were for fimilar good putpofes, and like..
wife to preferve the conflitutiorial authority, fuper-in-
tendency, and effential check of the Store-keeper (on
the 24th Januvary, and i1cth February, 1%74,) claimed
and exercifed by the Honourable Charles Stewarr, the
then military Store-keeper, in letrers to'the board of
infpetion ; and effeGtually eftablithed, by a refolution
of, and notice from the Board, to Mr. Stewart: of the
Jatter daté; which he accordingiy’ communicated offi-
cially, to the commiflary of ftores; on the 1yth of the
fame month.

By 2 ftudied viclation of thefe wife, falutiry, and po-
fitive inftitutions, it may be made to appear, that ftores,
to a very confiderable amount, have been deficient, and
commanded to be wrote off, the expenditure of which
doth not appear in any record; or any formal enquiry
into the caufes. That the department created by the
Court of Diretors, to controul iffues and difburfe-
ments, and to be refponfible for ftores depofited, is,
in effeff, abolithed, apparently for the purpefe of abufe,
in all fenfes, .and by all means, with impunity.§ The
oftenfible cffice of Stote-keeper, is rendered ineffestual,

and

A

 See the Store-keeper’s letter of Octobier 1778, corcerning
‘cartouch-boxes, &c. and the deficiencies on the furvey in 1779,
abftra&ted in feveral minutes and letters in this narrative.

.. § See the Governor General’s minutes abftradted throughout
this narrtive, particilarly in Otober 1778, 25th Febrhary, 8th
July, and 1gth ‘Auguft, 1779; 4nd Colonct Watfon’s of the ‘sth
Janvary 1780,
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.and declafed wominal, by the heads of adminiftration;
while the{ale power of indents, receipts, iffues, and ap-

.phications;ilis  velted -in the perfon, ‘whoj' it the very -

aersof the confolidated charge, ought not to’have
it % »; The, Store-keeper, ('@ covenanted civil [ervant,’)
thaving neither the " power” of creating ‘demands ‘for
Hupplies, nor to apply them ‘when iffued. | Whereas,
the Commifiary;iin whom parrializyt has''vefted the
accumulated: power before ‘mentioned, by holding alfo
tthe fecand rank ‘and command in the artillery’ corps,
however fair ‘and unexeeptionable ' his  conduét and
charaéterin private life, poffeflesiin this publicinftance,
the sincompatable privilege or indulgence,’ of ‘creating
wants, indenting for fupplies, fuinifhing''many of
them and their expenditure, if he chufes to exercife the
<complicated yeltituce improperly.{ . The,names and

denominations, of ftares, andthemodeof keeping the -

accompts were, mutilated, feemingly, for the purpofe of
perplexing, and, to coynteract the orders of the Direce
£ors, as the means of deception. with facility, to cover

' g ' dl0goad; @nd

il

" *See abftradls }?f the Governor's r‘rpinutcs, on thcI < et
Otober 1778, z5th February, 8th July, and 19th July, 1779
¥4l chofb & ﬁn.smnrss,‘ang%. Wiitler in'replys |t .
Teaas s ; HA+01000 1704
b -.}- The application of the word parciality, has been juftified on
many occafions. One inftarice may ferve to judge ofwothers by.
Flints-are rated in the Store-kecper’s agency at 10 per thoufand,
and he had abundance ready to depofit when wanted,; Colonel
Green, the’ Commiffary  was neverthelefs contractediwithy and
he fupplied  them into ftore, &t the advance price of 49, Rugees
per thoufand. 7 Ll g g by
. ads 95¢ ¢

438 See. ablirad@s from Mri Francis-andiMr« Wheler’s mwimuees,
of 8th July, ‘and s9th Auguft 1779, subh gt bas vt

oy V
2SR AR &7 L2 R

.
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and difguife deficiencies. §  The "Store-keeper ‘was
ordered ‘to. defift’ from keeping books “in" his" officé,
which conftituted an effential bednch of the check over
veceipts and expenditures, and at laft ‘he was ftripped
of the only remaining, and equally effential controul,
“which a joint lock and key with the Commiffary, gave
him over the ftores.*  Politive orders, and pointeg in-
firuftions were infradted, and 'difobeyed ‘Wwith 'con-
temp, and the contempt attempted to be juftified upon
the Companys’ own record. s+ In-dire€ ‘menices, and
infinuations of dilmiffion, were uttered in terrorem; to
prevent the faithful difcharge of public duty, and ob-
ftruétion to favorite, but deftructive meafures.f *Arms
fit for affual fervice, and others 7eparable, were fentout
of ftore (at a period of danger, and when the arfenal
was very incomplete) as toally unferviceable, without
furvey, or the authority of ‘the controuling Board, and
without the knowledge or concurrence of the military
Store-keeper.§  Serviceable arms were in like manner
converted  into thip’s kentledge, and rendered for ever

unferviceable.)) :
Thefe

' § {See Companys’ records, Board of Ordnance, obfervations
by the Secretary on the furvey, and the Store-keeper’s expla-

nations.
* See the fubfequent abftradsin this narrative.” -

. ¥ Seeabftracts from minutes in this narrative.

"$ See the abftrals of minutes by‘Mr. Haftings, the 8th July,
‘n)th Auguft, and September, 1779, in the fubfequent
narrative. 4

§ See abfira® from Mr, Livius létter, 27th November, 1779

i Secthe letters of Mr. Secretary Auriol,-Mr.: Livius, and
Mr. Petrie,
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+-. Thefe cenfutes, being of a ferious nature, call for
fome evidence to fecure a degree of faith, if notaccord-
ing to the very @ri& letter and practice of the courts
of law in all cafes, at leaft to carry ample conviction to
the minds of the public. With this view, however
tedious it may prove in the recital, the only doétring
propofed, will be abftratted from the Companys’ own
records, which will at the fame time ferve as a concife
narrative of the ftrange proceedings, on a fubjedt fo
smaterially important to the Englith Eaft India Com-~

pany.

The general letters recited at the beginning of this
enquiry, (2748, 1773, and 1774,) fhew the principles
on which. the military Store-keeper’s department was
conftituted, diftinguifh the official duty and refpon-
fibility of the officer, dire¢t the mode of keeping the
books and accompts of his office, and apply injunétions
concerning reparable and irreparable flores.

By a regulation of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th
June, 1775, to prevent inconveniences and impedi-
ments iz the emiffion of daily flores, the charge and re-
fponfibility of fuch, as the Commiffary fbeuld indent for,
and receive from the Store-kecper for the ufe of the Commif-
fary’s office, thall be vefted in the Commifiary slone,
being accountable to the Store-keeper, &c. for the ap-
plication and expenditure of ‘them,# (1902 &

In the proceedings of the Board of Infpection, on
the 25th Seprember, 6th November, and 19th. Decem-

g 2 bas B ber

! i faeafide 50
* See the proceedings previous to this refolution in 1748,
3973, and 57744
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ber, ‘19%7, &c. it dppears, that upon Mr. Hafting’s mo=
tion, the otders of the Court of Direétors, in relation
-to. the military Store-keeper’s office and duty, are
annulled, without a plea of propriety or expediency to
juftify the meafures. * He is particularly commanded
to defit from keeping a journal and ledger. The
Store-keeper having, in dilcharge of duty, ufed the
freedom to make judicious reprefentations with de-
ference and delicacy on the 28th November, the fub-
ject thereof was referred on the gth December, to the *
Accomptant General for his opinion. ’

On the 22d January following, the Accomptant Ge-
néral reported in fupport of thie Store-keeper’s reafoning,
The impropriety and inexpediency of wmnecéffary difo-
bedience, influenced the majority to yield, upon this
occafion, to the arguments of the minority, and the
Store-keeper- was permitted to_refume the ufe of a
journal and lédger in his office. "The Board again
referred. to the Accomprant Genperal for a more perfect
form of. Keeping the books of the Ordnmance and Store~
keeper’s offices, in greater conformity with each other,
by having the fame denomination to the principal ac-
compts. :

. O&ober 1778. The milicary Store-keeper, as a
member of the Board of Ordnance, entered a minute
and  motion, comcerning deficiences unaccounted” for,
and ‘pofitively refufing, withoutan order of council, to
comply with the refolution of that Board, by writing off,
" as if“expend:d on [ervice, 3506 cartouch boxes, and di-
vers ‘other articles, faid to be loft or deficient, which
could not. be made appear. to-have. been expended ;
reprefenting the loofe and imperfect ftate of the Store-
hovles and flores, without 'check or controul; and
: therefore
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therefore, inorder to obviate all future: deficiencies, in-
correctnefles; and diﬂ?éul-tiés, he moved, that a furvey
of all ftores; now in ftore, be made, in order to cor-
rect-the books with the goods actually exifting, and ba-
lance ' the deficient acqounts by opening another ac-'
count under the denomination of profit and lofs, with:
the confent, and by the'exprefs amhonty of the Go-
vernor- and Council; and in order that in future the
Store-keeper fhall (as mvEuropc) be rcfponﬁblc for all
effects committed to his charge. . 3

Proceedings of the Board of Infpcéhon, 17th De-
cember 1778, with the Accomptant General’s plan for
Leeping the accounts of the military Storé-keeper ; and’
the proceedingsof the Board of Ordnance. The Board’
ordered a furvey in terms of thé Store-keeper’s motion
on the O¢tober at the Board of Ordnance, to be
completed on the goth day of April following: and
that' the books of* the fubordinate departments be cor~
rected and adjufted in conformity to the ffores which
thall a&ually be then afcertained in ftore. And that a
like annual furvey fhall be made on the 3oth of Aprjl.
Upon this occafion Mr. Haftings, ‘in an elaborate mi-
nute, difcovers his views, a partiality to the Commif-
fary of ftores, and inclination to fupprefs the controul
of ‘the m111t'1ry Store-keeper, and"he committed this
fingular declaration upon record, thas, “ I an myfef lefi*
o falmious about the books ~of the military. Store keeper,
¢ as they are now either totally ufelefs, or. ufeful only as
““ checks on_the receipts and iffues of the Commiffary” of
“flores.” It merits peculiar attention,’ that the Com-
thiffary over whom this “ zotally ufelefs check™ is: ac-
knowledged to be held, is the perfon in whofe pro-
vinee it is to receive and appropriate moftof the ftores
ﬂI‘ued and - to indent for, as’ weil as to* furniflf by coms

. tract
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trat and agency, a conliderable part.of them. -~ Another
fact equally notorious in this minuteis, that the Go-
vernor-General is either totally unacquainted with the
natute of accounts and the forms of book-keeping, or
that he openly meant, by an exertion of a temporary
power, to remove all controu from fuch perfons as he
might favour in future, as well as to cancel paft tranf~
greffions, however injurious to the interefts of his em-
ployers, and dangerous to their exiftence in Afia.

Mr. Wheler’s reply to the Governor’s minute,
while it difcovers a fteady and faishful attachment to
the duties of the truft repofed in him, fhews him alfo-
to have a clear idea of books and accounts, as well as
of the real {pirit of the orders of the Court of Directors,
and the wility, as well as neceflity, of fo fenfible a
controul -throughout the feveral civil and military de-
partments ; and generally approved. the mode of the
Store-keeper’s books, as effential for thofe  purpofes;;
although ftill capable of further improvement.

The proceedings of the Board of Infpection,.235th
Fébruary, 17479, with a letter from the military Store-
keeper, dated 23d current, complaining that the Com-
miffary of ftores had refufed obedience to the order
of the Board, for affixing a lock and key to the ftore-
rooms according to cuftom,. becaufe, ¢ That the ye-
€< ceipts and iffuee of forves in the depariment,. are not. e
« gulated by any particular time of the day” . The
Store-keeper juftifies the complaint. upon . principles’
equally confiftent, irrefutable, and official.  The re-s
fufal on the other part, with the fubfequent language
of Mr. Haftings, in.vindication and. fupport of; the
Commiffary’s independenge, favour ftrongly of a col-
Jufion incompatable with their refpective duties to the
Company.

Bl 3
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Company. - The Governor -propofes, with a fingu-
larity peculiar. only 'to ‘his own fagacity,. impenetrable

¢he Auppofes) o all others, ' < That each ftore-houfe ,

“fhall befeparately furveyed, and that during the ex-
¢ .amination, *the military Score-keeper may place his
<t key upon the particuiar Rore-houfe, smmediately under
““ examination,  and infiantly - thereafter o be ' taken

lﬁ"!

Thus, according to Mr. Haftings’s mode of furvey,
if it was neceflary to conceal deficiencies, nothing could
be more eafy and fimple than to remove ftores from
the flore-houfes already furveyed, into any other that
remained to be furveyed; as the Commiffary poffeffed
all ‘power except ‘over that immediately under examina-
tion; <1 Ttis aftonifhing, that the open falacy of fuch™a
meafure, did not 'occur, eéven to the authors, as'it’
conld not poflibly efcape their opponents, although
delicacy may have reftrained the -application by lan-
guage to defeat it, ‘

The Governor in a fubfequent minute on the fame
day, in'reply to Mr. Wheler and Mr., Francis, ob-
ftinately perfifts in the meafure,” and fays, ¢ That
<¢'he objects to -Mr, Wheler’s motion, requiring two
¢locks to be continued on each ftore, as well afier
““as during the examination, 7. e. the Store-keeper’s
¢« lock; and the Commiffury’s lock, as matual checks,
@ becaufe, (the Governor alledges) the motion of ‘Mr,
¢« Wheler i3 made without a reference to the reafons
“‘which induced the Board to place the fuper-inten.
swdancy in the fort, under the immediate charge of
¢¢ the' Commiflary of ftores ; and becaufe he confidered
¢ Mr. Livius _( the military Store-keeper ) as in@ffeck

'_“'d“l'”t';‘

}
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5 g contraSior for flores, and. mat Storc-kecpery although
< thactitle be fill allowed him o tourte_g %

“Mr. Whikr, inanfwer to the governor’s fir# mmute,
moved * for the furvey of each appartment feparately,
< and that the military Store- kecper, and.commiffary of -
«“ficres fhould fewrally entertain locks and keys on
«‘each' appariment, as well after,  as during the intire
¢ examination, agreeably to the original eftablithment
< of the two offices, 4 e. That the two locks and keys
‘¢ 'be kept upon each Store-room ; one key to be kept
< by the CommxITary s Circar *, and one by the mili- _
A tary S.ox‘e-keepe(s

M. Francis concured in opinion with Mr. Wheler,
and added, * that the military Store-keeper wis the
“¢ patural and official check over the-expenditure of
« fores by the Commiffary. . That he had uniformly
= dxlapproved very much of remeving that check, by
«« depriving the military Store-keeper of a' lock’ and
<« key upon the ftores, as other methods might'have
¢ been taken to facilitate the difpatch of bufinels, fup-
« pofing the joint truft to have been a caufe of fome
< occafional delay therem ;

And in reply to Mr. Haflings’s fecond-minute,
Mr. Francis fays, ¢ that the alteration -in queftion (or-
«¢ dering the femparary application of a fecond lock and
€ key) was made by the Board of Ordinance, which
*¢ had not the authority to repeal an alteration made by
“government. That he could not agree, thatthe in-
a dulgence allowed the military Store-keeper, and ;10

. 2 5 £ t 1e

- ® By Circar is meant, a Hindoo writer,
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“¢ the other heads of offices to fupply a part of the ftores
¢¢ in their refpective departments, vacated their offices.
4 That if the military Store-keeper bad any concern in the
*¢ expenditure of the fiores, the indulgence would bave beer
¢ bighly .improper, « He bad none. But. as the military
2 Store-keeper ought to have a check upan that perfon who
< bas the expenditure of the fores, and over whom there is
<< at prefent no controul. That with refpe to the fupply
¢ of ftores, by the heads of offices, and by the military
¢¢ Store-keeper in parricular, it was a meafure ftrongly
< recommended by the Governor General himfelf,
s for reafons which did then, and do now. appear
“to him ( Mr. Francis) to be folid and wun-
¢ anfwerable,”

Mr. Whelery in. further reply to the: Governor.
General’s fecond minute, defired, ¢¢ That the refolation
s of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th June 17735, be
<« entered, in order to thew, that the refponﬁbnhty of
¢¢. fuch flores only as” the Commiffary’ fhall- in future
s jndent for, be intrufted to him alone. Hence, he
¢« concluded, .that ftores not indented for; and not
¢« immediately , in demand, were to remain in. the
«¢ arfenal, under the united charge of the Commiffary,
¢t and ‘the military Store-keeper. That he was con-
< vinced the refolution would go no farther, and on
«¢ that ground, only, would he accede toir. That he,
s at the fame time; maintained the propriety. of his
«¢ former propofition, . e that all ftores, not falling
¢ under that defcription,. be again returned to the
L chargc of both offices.”

Tae Governor General and M. Barwell,  having
.three votes between them, carried in favor of the
-Governor’s motion, and the Commiffaries indepen-

h dance,
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dange, and. abfolute power over all:the Ordnance ard
military ftores whatfoeveri: 2 0ri1 ‘b ¢ 04THe

Proceedings ‘at’ the> Board of ‘Infpetion” ‘on' the
8th; of - July ' 1779. “The Governor ‘Gereral exprefied
-im pointed terms, his fixed diffutisfaction‘at the pre-
tenfions !of  the minority in fupport”of “the’ militaty
Storé-keeper’s right to' controul “the '‘Commiffdry of
flores and his determined purpofe; not to fuffer; under
any pretence, ‘the check conttitutionally eftablifhed in
the military Store-keeper, by the cuftody ‘of another
key on the ftore-houfes; in the courfe of his oppo-
{fition; he‘advances as'a new 'do&rine} ** That the title
“of ‘miilitary Store-kecper,” which' Mr. Livius‘originally
€ bore, with the aliual charge implied by it, but ‘which
ofrom. a tendernefs to bim bas been [uffered 1o vemain,
“although the charge was remivéd, has furnifbed bim
< with grounds for various pretenfions. " That in effes?,
“< be is not the military Store-keeper.” The only [uiflantial
“¢ counexior that be bas with that office, by any appointment
““ of the Board is as a contraler for flores, and in that
 charaller, be is the laf perfon in the fervice, whom
< thes Board: fbeuld chufe 0 “be' @ ‘check’" upon “the
& Commiffary.”

Let it be decided by any difinterefted perfon, whether
Major.Green, to whom the  ftores’ dre’iffued 7z 'bis
military: capacity; who indents for, and expends the flores
in the:military capacity, and who is alfo a contratior for,
.and  manufalturer of many capital articles, is notlefs
qualified "to a& as a Commiffary, ‘than Mr. Livius,
(fimply a civil covenanted fervant) is to a&t as'a Store-
keeper ?.and whether the Governor’s infinuations, “do
notdireétly tend to intimidate Mr, Livius from (tlhe

Sty ue
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due exercife of-the duties and claims" inherent in  his
office, toavoid the threatned difmiffion? o7 (i

Proceedings.-at the. Board'| of Infpe@ion, - on the
1gth Augult 1779. .. The Governor continues to pur-
fue, his favorize maxim,. of favoring his favorites,
againft all oppofition, and by all.manoer of means,
with a vehemence and warmth, which denounced dif-
miflion and vengeance on thefe, whofe probity-and
fidelity were accidentally thruft 2s flumbling-blocks to
obftru the rapidity of his career.

The, Governor, acquaints the Board, ¢ That he was
¢ this,.morning informed by the Commiffary of ftores
<.that, he had idelivered his report to the:Board of
¢¢ Ozdnance, .and that Mr. Liviug’s locks . fill rea
¢¢.mained. affixed to,the ftore-rooms. . That he, there-
- fore, . moved, zbat. Mr. -Livius be peremptorily or-
¢ deved to. remove them s and . that the (il charge of

< the . foresrooms be - left ‘with. the Commiffary - of
& fores.” 7

The Commander in Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, agreed to
the Governors motion.

M. Wheler - referred. the Board ‘to the pofitive!in-
junéions contained in the general letters of 1~th June,
1748..7th: April 1773, and Jth January, c1774ime=
Obferving in conclufion, ¢ how. impoffible “is wwill be
S¢ for, the  Store-kecper - to - comply - with  their vorder,
“if, the keys which, conflitute this truft are [delivered
< folely 20, the charge .of another s bat. thatif " the
. Board think proper. to fet afide; both the orders of - the
¢ Court -of - Direclors, a”dh the -,re{ulur official plan cof

4 2

carrying
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<k earpying. their orders into- exécutions' they muf anfrwer:
% pbe canjequences.”’ ey 152

> The  Governor “General, “in"' réply, ' minures “‘thus,
¢ whatever the Company’s orders may prefiribe'in ‘this
¢ cafe, bowever ‘neceflary it'may be, that'the Stove-Feeper
<< fbosid bave a joint chovge of thie ffores with “the Com-.
S‘miffary, fill it would be highly improper upon the pre-
< fent “occafion, to allow it m difckedienie to a pofifive
¢ order of the Board, which muft firft be repealed, before
fuch_a_regulation can take place.’§—The Governor
again ftiles Mr. Livius, “Zbe contradior of flores, for
“be "is ro Store-kéeper,” “ And in 'addition to his former,
motion, he defires, “ rhar M. Livius miy be calied tpor,
¥ again, to inform the Board of ‘the reofons why'bis locks
<< are fiill apon the frove-rooms. * Aad’that when the Board,
¢ fball bave received bis anfwer, *they 'will then firdge,,
“““whether be has, or bas not, been guilty of @ difobediece,

W of ther orders? .

My., Francis_obferved, *“that the military Store-
¢¢ keeper had not (in his idea) difobeyed the orders of
¢ the Board, “becaufe it docs not appear that he could
«¢ have obeyed them fooner.” ‘ pppo

) PR TART | .‘ ,‘:' # v ‘Mr‘j

i

. 2} - s 5

§ How feverely the Governor, lathes. himfelf whofe difobedi-
ence, and ‘repeated violation, of orders, fet the dangerous
example to all theinferior fervants ? Does not the fame argument,
hold more poweifully againit the violation ‘of the orders of the
Court of DireGois, by the eftablithment of' thé order in quettion,
witholt waiting for the repeal of the original order in Leaden-
hall-ftreet,  * : i

¥



( 30 ) -

Mr. Wheler-declared, that he woild not ‘juftify any
xrrcgulamy ‘againft the *Orders of the Boatd.u. He
finifhes a vcry fenfible and faithful minute, ‘in thefe
words, s éf (as the Ga'vzmar-Geneml fays, :My. Livius
t<gs the Coutratior of foresy and-uo Store’lceeper, by the
§¢ fame propriety of argument, Major Green, aliing like-
* ““wife in the charalier of a Contratior, has as lisile preteau-
sS tions. to the fole charge of the fiores, and bas as litile
w zight to the title of Commiiffary of floves, as M. Livive
‘ bas t0 that of wilitary Stcre-/mper. _ et 1)

“THe Governor:General’s minute, in September 1779,
in. council, -on the fubject of Mr. Bellt's contract :fee
viétualling Fort William, gave birth to frefh charges
andinfinnations againfl, and inveftigaticns of the office
of mxlxtary Store- keepcr. Although the contradt under
confideration did not bear the mott remote affinity, or
fimilitude in-any fenfe whatever,- to the milicary Stare-
kccpers appointment and duty, yet the Governor
having the unperifhable feed of refentment implacable
onthe one fide, and partiality on the other, lowed ip
a fertile mind, levelled a moft illiberal, and unjuk
blow at Mr. Livius, and through him ac Mr. Fraacis,
in thefe violent terms.. ¢ Mpr. Livius has an Agency,
¢ aith 15 per cent on articles vated by former. chazges of
< Commifjaries, of courfe, greatly above the veal cofp”
Andin continuation, he adds, *¢ Mr. Livius is profef-
« edly patﬂomzed by M. Fram'u, awho paffes bis bills,
“.and nine or ten Lacks paid to bim, a¢ yet mmcwumc'd
“jor 23

On this occafion Mr. Haftings’s Indian moderation
abandoned him, or he wittingly vielded thé ‘truth a
faerifice, to convi&t himfelf of a falthood ;. and :ia
fpecial terms avowed his: own infideliry, in.'the-dif:

3 charge
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charge of the public duty, in order.to-intimidate, and
deter  the .opponents. to. one -of his deftru&ive favorite
meafures., He confented to give a.commiffion of 115
per cent,on ftores, which he ingenuoufly acknowledges,
were charged by the Agenty “ greatly iabove the real
¢ cgff.”. L'hus adrmn:mg, that befides 2 very high-ad~
vantage. upon the purchafe, the Agent:was to have
a commiffion of 15 per.cent, not upon the real coft,
or purchafe price, but upon zhe coft and advance,
conjointly. : i ]

Mr. Francis procured, both. for himfelf and the
Store;keeper, ample fatisfaction io r the i{fequel, :which
forced Mr. Haltings 1o resraé? his malignant  declara-
tion, ., and _to minute the, retraction upon thc face: of a
pubhc rccord ¢ ¥

M. Frzmas having been- abfent for health,, when
Mr. Haftings rathly charged :him -with. conniving.in
Mr. : Livius's imaginary pecualations, aad the poffeffion
of large. fums unacconyted for. = Fe rephed to/that part
of. the : Governor’s minute 1by letter, dated Houghly
the (2d_of October, 1779, . thus, *.the 'Governor
¢ General’s minute was tranfmitted o me this morning.
ke recrimination does not imply: an admiffion rof:the
¢ charge, it certainly is no defence againft it. ' I
<_cannot allow that one abufe is juftiied by another.
«¢ Nor.am. 1. bound, to anfwer any objecions, whether
b valxd, or, not, to the Agency of ftores held by Mr.
¢ Lavius.—The Governor General and Mr.' Barwell;
<€ had Juﬁ as much concern in giving it 'to him, as I
¢ had. ——If it be liable-to abufe, why is it not cor-
““refted 2 If his profits have been too great, why have
% xhcj ~not. been. reduced - Mr. Haftings and: Mr:

« Barwell have had abfolute power in their hands for
4 ¢« three
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< three - yeare,—==lIt-is  faid, ‘thas ' My. Livius bas’ an
< Agency; with 115 per centy’ o1 ardicles rated by’ former
< charges of ‘Commiffaries, \ of - courfe greatly above ‘the
¢ real coff. -~ 1f the affertion” were true in terms, it
¢ remains to be explained,  éven “on the principle 'of
< precedents; how the giving ‘15 per cent to one agent,
<¢juftifies the ‘giving 30 per cent to another. ' "Meflicurs
«t Robinfon, Kilican, and Crofts, ‘reporred that twenty
ssper cent per annum, would be a reafonable commiffion
<« to Mr. Belli. - Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, ne-<
<« verthelefs gave him thirty.—With refpect to the mili-
<« tary Store-keeper’s book of, rates, the fatt is, ‘that
«¢ it was formed by the late Coloncl Dow, with the ap-
<;probation of the Board of Ordnance ; not by the
<¢ former. charges of ithe Commiffaries, but by an enquiry
¢« into the attual Bazar prices of that period. - “Whether
<« Mr., Livius gains or lofes by thefe rates, is unknown
se:to'me; I believe that occafionally he may do both, -
<anor does ‘it concern the fervice in” queftion”. 'lt'is
faid,- ' that Mr, Livins is profefledly patronized by
«sme.” I recommended him to the office ‘of milirary
<< Store-keeper, and I will maintain him in" the juft
«¢right belonging to it," on the fame principles on which
<« Jiawould infift on bis perforining the duties of it Thus
< far my patronage of Mr. Livius had extended.™

s Butitis now faid, that I pafs bis bills, theaffer-
“¢tion as it ftands exprefled,” may- be fuppofed 'not’ to
«s'be a-miftake. “The Governor well knows” that
«'refigned the employment of Comprroller of thé Offices,
«¢ from the end of December '1773'; and “that I have
¢¢ yepeatedly “urged fo- him the heceffity of requefting
¢ fome other Member of the Board, to’‘undertake it
“#fyom " thar period.  Places 'of influcnte and “profits,

34 S
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=are not- often fo eafily relinquithed#* - If the ac-
¢;¢ounts of the public offices,- have not fince been ex-
s« amined, the Governor Generaly I prefume, will
% affign his reafons for it to the Company. ' Neither
¢ isoir true, - that I even paffed. Mr.. Livius’s bills
f¢in . the fenfe plainly implied - by -the - Governor.
¢« They were conftantly €xamined by Mr. Baugh and
¢ his affiftant, with the utmoft ftrictnefs, .before they
= came to me for their final confirmation. My diary
¢ is before the Court of Diretors. It was not poffi-
““.ble therefore,~ that I-eould favor Mr. Livius, or
seany bodyelfe, unlefs Mr. Baugh and I alted in col-
< lufion. I defire thag he may. be examined at the
¢ Board, upon liis oath, and in' my abfence, concerning '
¢ the'mancer in which I executed my part of the exa-
¢¢.smination 3> and 1 moft earneftly requeft of Mr.
. 5 ‘Wheler

# to fhew the jealoufy of power, and the evils confequential
thereof, the following detail will evince. Mr. Francis, s yourgcff
Member of Council, had been nominated from the beginning, to
eXamine tie accounts of contrators, agents, éffices, and general
difburfements, and to controul all expenditures whatever, under
the denowiination of comptroller of the offices, which duty he regu-
farly performed weekly. Sometime after the appointment and
arrival of Mr. Wheler, whofe official duty, as youngéfi Member,
it then became, Mr. Francis then relinquifhed it at Chriftmas
1778, and moved at the board to name the fucceflor. Hisrefigna-
tion'was received, but nofucceffor appointed. In'about a month
he renewed the motion, it was flighted. In a further time,
he propofed the nomination of Mr. Wheeler, as youngefp Member,
it was once again neglefted. And upon a fourth peremptory
propofition to the fame effect, it wasobjetted to by Mr. Haftings,
with a frank avowal, ¢ that i was confirring too popular a powir in
¢ an individual,”  and it was over-ruled. In which ftate the dif-
burfements {till continue, without any controul or ¢xamination,
not even by the whole board. 3
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¢« Wheler to make:a motion in my behalf-to this ef-
< fe&, at the next Board of Infpetion. I will leave,
¢ it to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, to put fuch
«¢ queftions to him as they think fit. It would be
«‘much beneath me to make any other reply to the
« conclufion evidently meant to be drawn from the
« fuppofed fact, of my paffing Mr. Livius’s bills,” but
¢ that I recéive it as it defefves.

Again it is afferted, ¢ Zhat ninc or ten Lacks, thus
 paid to Mr. Livius, areyet unaccounted for. 1 do not
¢ know what the amount of the Military Store-
¢ keeper’s difburfements may be fince December laft,
¢ having no ‘concern in the examination of his ac-
¢ counts. The Secretary has the monthly accounts
s¢ before him, and T defire he will ftate the amount,
¢« during that period, in this place, (by the fecretary it
<« was filled up,) current Rupees 4 lacks, 13,965,13,6
¢ ghe Military Store-keeper’s accounts of his difburfe-
¢ ments being given in. to him, every month,
¢ and a balance ftruck before he receives a further
¢ allowance for the epfuing month, It cannot truly
¢ be faid, that the fums he received fince December
¢ laft, are unaccounted for. If his accounts are not
¢¢ examined, it is not his fault.

»

-

o~ n

-~

¢ Any perfon unacquiinted with the tranfaftion of
bulinefs in the Military Store-keeper’s office, and
«¢ who faw only in what circumftances, and with
¢ what apparent view, itis afferted, that g or 10 Lacks
¢ thus paid to Mr. Livius fince December laft, are
s¢ yet unaccounted for, would naturally conclude, that
this  money was all on account of his agency, for
¢ the provifion of Military Stores. For if it were
not fo, the comparifon between his fuppofed proﬁcsci
1 119 an
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L and thofe of Mr. Belh, (to Thelter which, Mr, Li-
« vmss ‘name, and office, are mamfeﬂ:ly mtroduccd)'
< “proves nothing, 4nd falls to the ground." Now the
& £ is, that che greateft part of the monthly ‘fums
<t iffuéd ‘to Mr. Livius, are advanced to him as M-
i litiry Store-kecper, not as agens.. ” Out ot thefe he pays
“}is own office charges by a fisd' effchlifoment 5 the
< eftablyoment of the Commiflary’s Office;  with the
& price of all the articles furnithed by Lien:enant Co-
& Yonel Greén by contraft s the price of all: the powder
¢ ‘furrithed monthly, by the powder Camraﬁcr, and
« many other contingencies. / In the management of
¢ all thefe difburfements, the Military Store-keeper
* pays as faft'as he receives, ‘and has no profic whatfo-
¢ ever, not even that of having a fum of public money
¢'for 2’ fhore time in his hands. It is a faét; notiun-
¢ worthy of notice in this ‘place, ‘that "all the other
L he’ads of offices ‘receive their monthly ‘advances,
twcnty days before the ‘Military Store-keeperdoes,
« owing ‘to fome difficulty of ‘adjuftment, between
¢ him' and the Commlﬂ'ary, by whxch in thxs refpe&
¢ ‘they both faffer:”
“"The following fettlement, which I have deﬁrcd the
Secretary to fill up, will fhow what proportion the
£¢ foregoing difburfements bear to the total amount of
¢ advarice 1o " the Military - Store-keeper . fince  De-
¢ cember laf’c O

 €C

o

1. Total

1 ) 1
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1. Total amount of advance to the Store-Keeper,

from January 1749, inclufive |+ 0 a0l Ly
P8y LD 3 ANI#
Current Rupces : 4,42.195 1 ?
2. Amount of Military
Store-keeper’s office char- R & G AT
8:

ges per eftablithment 6.899:

3. Amount of ‘money - s 8 e
paid ro Lieutenant Co- : y NG ¢
lonel - Green, for char- 0358 Sy 9
ges of office, and for "y g Goy 17
1upphe'~‘ 16,3212, 17285 A W

4.7 Amount of the
PowderContra&or sbills

pazd f ' 1,24, 605:15:79 e
"5, Amount of all . o5

atherconungentcharges Y s fos %

Eaxd 1,22, 116: 2:10 ¥,

" Difburfements, with- T 14
out benefit to the Store- 3

keeper. 12,69, 943: 138 1" ’
Difference being for oo e %
fupplies by .the Store-

Keeper.” * S 1,92, 162- 6 3 4,42,105:7:,6

I confequence of a motion fent in circulation -by
Mr. Wheelcr, at the requeft of M. Francus, Mr.
Baugh attended the Council Board on the 1t Novem—
ber 1779. The Governor-General declinedto ‘put

ueftions in the mode prefcribed, thinking it irregular,
and alledgmg, that fo animpertant did he conficer Mr.
Francis’s laft minute, which regarded three capi ital of-
fices.very materially, € #hat be bad not even given it an

iz & intire



G

<¢intire perufal, although ke bad it by bim for fome time.”
Whereupon Mr. Wheeler, after exprefling the difa-
greeable tafk, which the Governor’s declining it, had
put on him, of afking an{wers to fome queries from
Mr. Bavgh, and then delivered the following quef-
tions, > 7y

Queftion 1f. ¢ Whether it is not your duty, as af-
¢ fiftant to the Comptroller of the offices, to examine
<¢ the monthly accounts of each office, before they are
< feen by the Comptroller, and to furnifh him with
¢ whatever remarks may have occurred: to "you
& thereon.” i

Anfwer, ¢ Preparatory to the Comptroller’s exami-
¢ ning -the accounts of the offices, they have always
 been examined by my affiftant, fo far as refpected
¢¢ their calculation and addition ;. after. which, they
<¢. have been compared by me with the vouchers de-
¢ livered with them. I have then compared: fuch
< charges as were eftablifhed, with the fixed eftablith-
¢ _ments, alfo fuch charges for ftores provided by ¢on-
¢ tralt, or by agency, with the terms of the different
¢« engagements for thole fupplies; and if upon this
examination I have difcovered any deviation from
either, I gave pointed them out to the Comptroller,
< who has either immediately dedued the difference,
¢ or applied to the head of that department, whofe ac-
¢ counts were under examinaiion, for an explana-
¢ tion,” F1e)

€
[3

n o~

Queftion 2d. ¢ Whether you have not conftantly
¢ done {0?

* From 3d Otober to 1t November, being 29 days.
Anfwer
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Anfwer. < Yes, 1 have.”

ueftion 34, *¢ Whether you have ever’ obferved,
¢t that Mr. Francis in examining the accounts of the
¢ Military Store-keeper, or of any other of ‘the public
s¢ offices, or in pafling their bills, or in any other in-
« ftance whatever, has favoured the Military Store-
«¢ keeper, or any other perfon, or has ever fuffered an
<€ error or overcharge in his or their accounts, to pafs
« without correction and cenfure ?' b

Governor General. ' ¢ I beg that Mr. Baugh may be
« difpenfed from anfwering that third queftion,” If
% there is a neceflity for it, it is highly improper, on
& many accounts; confidering the wide-difference be-
¢« tween Mr. Baugh and M, Francis, that he fhould be
s jobliged toanfwer to fuch a queftion. "1 do wot re-
<, Collec? whas words of ‘wine bave given occgfion for ity
<! but if 1 bave made ufe of any, which either directly lay
8 fuch a charge to Mr. Francis’s account, or imply it, I
<& zetrall them, without accounting at this time, for the
<& manner in which any' fuch expreffions may bave éfcaped
<. mey as they are now intirely out of my memory.” The
s¢ objeid of the queftion therefore is removed.

My, Francis.' <'1 am fatisfied; and defire the quels
$¢-tion may be waved. Py

Queftion 4th. ¢ To what point of time, have - the
¢« Military Store-keeper’s accounts been examined, and
¢« pafled by the Comptroller ?

\ ¥

Anfwer. « To the end of December 1778.

Queftion 5th. * What is the intire amount of the fe-
¢“veral monthly fums iffued to him from the treafu-
Ty,
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ry, for the difburfements of  his office, inctluding
his agency fince December, 1778, to the end of Sep-

Anfwer, < The advances made to the Military Store-
keeper from the Treafury, beiween the 1ft of Janu-
aty, and goth of September, 1779, amount’ to,

-current Rupees, 424,000, but 1n this fum, is not

included, his advance on account of September; be-
ing 42,000 Rupeces, becaufe it did not pafs the
Board in time to be iffued during that month. The
order on the Tteafurer was not figned ’till the ‘z0th
of September ; and I obferve by the eftimate of the
Stare-keeper’s difburfements for O&tober, that the a-
mount was not, received *till the 6th of the 13t men-
tioned month. . In -Mr.'Francis minute of the 2d.
O&ober, the.amount of the advances iffued: to the
Military Store-keeper to the end of Auguft; is ftated
by.me at, cusrent. Rupees, 4,42,105:7:6, but, it is
proper to remark, that:in this fum is included the
monthly payments made . to, him by Mr.. Robert
Stuart, on aceount of thenew powder works, and
‘his receipts for ready money.fales.”

Qu:fion 6th. « Has the Mili.fa.ry Siore:k%eger deli=
vered in; his monthly accousts: regularly .to- the
Comptroller’s office, fince December laft ?
Anfwer. $¢ Yeg, to theend of September.

_Gové;nm:' General. <1 defire to put the two follow-
ing queftions to Mr. Baugh.”

£, ¥ Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared

. before the Board?

2d.¢¢ What



( 40 )

24. ¢ What is the amount of Mr. Liviuss receiptg
< and difburfements, from the time he firft had charg
¢ of ‘the.prefent office;’ to the date of my minute i
« September. ? 7 : ; w@syt n

< If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwer the laft of thefe quefti-
¢ ons from'his,own official knowledge, I defire him
¢ ’to obtain proper official informationto compleat his
“,aqu:'ev. L, A I
o Anfwer® to the Governor’s 1t Queftion.

. % They never have appeared before the Board. " It
“ was not the intent of the tegulation, conftituting the
¢ Comptroller’s office, that they fhould be laid before
< the Board.”;, "\

AL 2 Ditto to the 24, . 3
¢« Not having the neceffary materials in my pofiellion
«for furnithing the account required by the Governor-
«'General, I'applied -forit tothe Military - Store-
<« keeper, :and beg leave to lay, before the Board, the
¢ following Abftra&,  which [ have'in confequence
¢¢ received from him, of his receipts and difburfements,
<« from April, 1775, to September, 1779, inclufive.”)

¢ The  recgipts s amounting ., to, current Ru-
‘ pecs, . 23,16,074:13:3
 Thedifburfments, to = - = 23,16,783:1.3

i

e—

< Balance advanced by, and duey ' i Sy
s to the Store'keeper,* ., Loy } Ly 70’8.' &
3 X “,Ml:-.

* This -balance of 708 Rupees and. 4 Annas in favour of the
Military Store-keeper, differs, materially {'frbm Mr. Haftings’s
charge "of his having nine. or ten lacks of Rupees @i his hdnds,
wnaccoufited for. " A saadty
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¢ Mr. Livius was appointed to the _oﬁicc,af m;

¢ Jitary Store-keper, on the 20th of March, 17755
«* and the Governor’s Minute is dated in September,

1779~

¢« I think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my
< application for this account, would have been made
<< 10 the Accomptant General, and not to the Military
¢ Store-keeper, could the former have finifhed it com-
¢ plete. But the General Books, being balanced only
¢ to the zoth of April, 1778, it could not have been
s¢ prepared from them to a period fubfequent to that
¢ time. . I believe alfo, that the Entries in the Ge-
¢ neral Books, are adjufted from the Abftra&s of the
¢¢ receipts and difburfements fupplied to the Accomp-
¢ tant-General, by the heads of the different Offices.”

To fhew, as well the truth of the fadls alledged in
their deepeft colours, as their dangerous confequences,
throughout the deliberate train of abufes: Two recent
tranfactions carry an afpect, which unite the links to
render the chain of circumftances, as conviétiye, as it is
confiftent with moral probability to obtain, until time,
in the courfe of his revolutions, fhall develope, thofe
myfteries, which are yet obfured from general know-
Jedge, and only committed in:mutual confidence to
the principal performers,

When a furvey was made of .the flores in the
grand arfenal and ftore-rooms laft year, amongft many,
a deficiency appeared, of 21,979 ftands of arms,
and- 40,047 bayenets, the chief part of which, ftood
on the Store-keeper’s books, as compleas and new, and
as. ferviceable.——As there appeared but from ten, to
eleven thoufand ftands in the grand magazine, whc}r)c

the
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the Company intended that there fhould never be lefs
than forty thoufand, which number, they imagined
were then aftually in ftore; a number fcarce adequate
to the troops entertained by the Prefidency of Bengal
alone ;=———S0 alarming a deficiency, at fo critical a
period, when all India as well as Europe were in
motion, apparently with hoftile defigns againft Britain,
it could not fail to excite fuch an aftonifhment, as
produced an enquiry; when it appeared that without
the leave of the Board of Infpection or the Board of
Ordnance, and without the concurrence or knowledge
of the military Store-kecper, thofe arms were fent by
the Commiffary of ftores to the public Yendue office,
in order to be fold by public out-cry.  After havin
1ain many months in a damp cellar, where they mu

have contrated a fufficient degree of ruft, to render the
beft and higheft polithed arms in the tower of London,
unferviceable ; upon a furvey, by the military Store-
keeper, “he found them to his furprize, in the good
condition (notwithftanding the humid air and total neg-
et of them for fo long a time ) which he reprefented in
a letter, written officially, but tenderly, to the Board
of Ordnance, of which the following is a literal ab-
ftraét. '

« November 27, 1779. I beg leave further to fub-
& 'mit another ' obfervation to the Board, that the
21,979 ftand of arms, and 40,047 bayonets, ap-
« peared on the furvey not to have been in fo bad a
¢ ftate as I had at firft apprehended ; the militia’ were
«¢ fince fupplied from them, and in my opinion, many
¢ more may be made fit for fervice, as there is an effab=
ss Jifboment -in this department for repairing them. - If it
¢« were the pleafure of the Board, I would recommend
¢ it to them to appoint l:hree or four military gentle-

men
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¢ men, of the Ordnance department, or other mili-
¢ tary officers, high in ftation, to review them, be-
¢ fore they are ‘expoled to fale, as I would not chufe to
*¢ take upon myfelf to condemn fo large a-quantity of
% yaluable arms, from my own obfervation. . At all
< ‘events the'opinion of competent judges, can be had
*at' this time at the prelidency ;I could even with
% 'the final orders regarding them were fabmisted to
 the Governor and Councily fome of the arms flanding
¢ upon the books of this department as compleat aud new.
& Auother- reafon which induces me to vecommend this'to
€ the attention of the Board, is, the confideration that
& there are only 10 or 11,000 ferviceable arms in the
& grawd magazine, and that 40,000, bave beca always
¢ deemed the. proper and neceflary eftablifoment in frove,
% for the defence of Beugal on emergency.”

A deficieney of . 3503 cartouch-boxes, which the
Store-keeper was coramanded to write off in his books,
as if regularly expended on fervice, together with his -
refafal <o comply, originated the fortunate idez of a

general furvey, and that it fhould be continued an-
njally. 4 i

Previous to the fecond annual furvey, January gth,
1480, in ‘confequence of anorder from the Board of
.dnfpeétion to the Board: of Ordnance, two queltions
were fent in ‘circolation to the mémbers f the larter
Board, reviving ‘the controverfy concerning the ad-
-ditional lock and key of the-Stone-keeper on each fe-
perate ftore-room, While that particelar roon was un-
-der-examination,.and-inftantly whenit's contents were
Hutveyed, the:Store-keeper’s jock and key to be taken
‘off, ‘and-left.in «the  fole; ‘charge  of 'theé ‘Commiffary.
£¢ Whether this ‘b adopted 1as :a ftanding regulatioti,
e o : “with
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«¢ with refpelt to ‘all ‘future furvevs’ And whether
<t’it fhall extend to the iurvcys of all fubordmatc‘

s magazmes R i
T i - s

Co!onel Watfon, .in 2 ‘minute annexed, feemed to
Have ridiculed the whole proceeding, havmg obferved
(doubtlefs) ironically, «Thas be did not understand far
< bt reafon the order was given, as be was of opinion
€ thas the Licutenant- Colonel Green only, can be made
* anfwerable for deﬁcmme:, in future, tbe Stare-kaepﬂr :
o bemg nominal o;ziy

Mr. Whelcr mamtamcd his orlgmal principle on the
fubje& faid, * Thata Store-keeper without his key,
“isa contradx&ion in terms, and that he will venture
¢ toaffirm, is not to be met with in any other fervice
< than this; therefore, he moved that the military
s¢ Store-keeper’s: key, bernot only affixed to each
¢« apartment, during the furvey, but that it do like-
¢ wife continue affixed to the fame, when the furvey
¢ of the ftores fhall be compleated ; by which means
¢ the Store-keeper will become anfwerable with the -
g Commxffary, for the property committed to their
¢ charge.”

Mr. Francis concurred with Mr. Wheeler; and Mr.
Livius- added - fix conftitutional, and indeed incon-
trovertable reafons to fuppors his concurring opinion,

A circumftance which belongs more properly tq

another place,. is neverthelefs obtruded now, by the
connection it holds with the fubject under cenfare, a5 2
ftrong corroborating evidence of the dangcrous views
of :the chief adminiftration in India.

kz j Ata
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- At .a-time, when the Company’s,tersitories Jwere
thrcatncd with foes.and invafion; internal and external;
at a time when their arfenals were alwoft empry ;and at”
a time when aeconemy was effential, to- preferve theie’
crcdxt, cven in India, did they expend:57,000 Rupees’
in the kentledge of the Royal Charlotte,* and that
kentledgc confifted in ‘military and Ordnance flores
from the arfenals, amongft which, were 5859 new muf-
ket barrels, although there were not' double the num-,
ber remaining in the grand magazine :+ To prove that
thefe were fent on board without authority from_any

erfoi conftitutionally qualified to order it: A re.
?rence to the letters from the Council to the military

Store-keeper, will yicld ample {ansfa&lon ;.of which the
followiag are true copics, :

W Cozmtzl Cbarzber, 28;‘17 74”1{47)', 1780.

« O ¥ e

To Mr, George Livius, Mxluary Store-keeper.

& Sir, b
¢ It appearing from the books of the Ordnance
§ department, that 5859 Serviceable muiket barrels
¢¢ have been fent on board the fhip, Royal Charlotte,
£ to ferve as kentledge. 1 am directed by the Honorable
the

~ % The Refolution alfo, was at the fame time balafted with Ba«
,1a{bre pig iron, of the value of 22,000 mpees, by immediate
purchafe with ready money.

$ Why did they not fend as kentledge, the irrepgrable arms in
the Vendue office ? But that would not anfwer the intended end.
The Indian powers,  at enmity with 'the Com{:any, wanted Eu-
Topean arms, and they had their agents at Calcutta. ' And'arms
repaired, might be r¢/old to the Company at high country prices)
although hought for a mere trifle at public auétion.
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¢s.che:Governor General ‘and. Council, 0 call upon you,
<< 1o affign your reafons for baving delivered [uch mufRets
S fop.thz purpofe of kentledge 3 and to inform the Board,
<¢:whether ‘ail or any parcof them have been delivered
¢ back.into ftore” - i '
13,7 1 am Sir, :
‘¢¢ Your moft obedient fervant.

(Signed) ** J. P. Auriol, Secretary.”

In' anfwer, Mr. Livius lays before the Board a detail
of'fals, confiftent with the ftation to which he was re-
daced,’and a feafonable rebuke for the inconfiftent ap-
plication for information, to a Store-keeper  whom
that Board has delibérately ftripped of the prerogatives
of his office, as their application, according to their*
own zegulations, fhould have been. folely dire@ed - to
Colonel Green, the Commiffary of. Stores, and the ¢f«
fecinal Store-Keeper, T Ln LY

<-Fort-1Wiliiam, 29th Fanuary, 1780
“To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary.”

<t Sir, I have received your letter of yefterday’s date

¢ { received no order from the Board of Ordnance to:
<< iffue the 5859 ferviceable  mufket barrels,  wbhich you
<< inform me, were fent on board the thip Royal Char-
¢ Jotte ;—nor does-the Ordnance department' {2y pofitive
< orders from the Governor General' and Council and by
< the Otdnance fanding regulations) iflue any bat by in+
<« dent of the Store-keeper- It is therefore out of my power
t¢ to aflign reafons, (for. which you called upon me) for
<+ having delivered fuch mufket barrels for the purpofe
s of kentledge ;. they were iffued withoys my knowledge.
¢« In.reply to your fecond requifition, whether any part
< haveibeen delivered back into ftoréy I do miyfelf the
- I3 > 5 - _“ honor‘
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« honor te intlofe a copy of the indent’ of ftores fe-
< mrned from the Mafter Attendant, bis day, which |
arc all that 1 have any account-of,
« Iam,’ Sir,
¢ Your moft obedient fervant.
(Signed)** G. _Lw:us, M. S. K,

Mr. Livius that day. received (from Mr. John Petrie,
alting Marine Paymafter, the fetter which is referred
to in the above anfwer 1o Mr. Secretary ;Aurjol, viz.

To George. Livius, Efguire, M. S. K
Fh Stryerasg
¢ You wiil pleafe to order to be received into the
¢« honourable . Company’s ‘arfenal, the following iron
« kentledge,” which remain on'board the fbips Ra_yal Char-
<. loste and Refolution ®

¢ On board thee Royal Charlotte. :

«« Mutket barrels, ferviceable  *. 5859 :
¢ Dirto, A -~ unferviceable 6063 } Kligz3
*¢ Ordnance iron guns, ditte, =« - 176
¢« Country iron fhot, [erviceable, .= 7 4053
s Ditto, .waferviceables 1= o 7313

« Some pig ifon. «
£ QOn board the: Rnfoluuon.
“A quanuty of fmall iron kentledge.
.1 am, Sit,
« Your moft obedient fervant.
‘e Marme Pay-ofﬁce (figned) J. Perrie, A. M.'P. M.
¢ 29th January, 1780.”
a2 This

» The R al Charlotte was laid up on the 21t of the precediny’
Auguft, andy ferviceable arms continued on board. * The'return is
an exadt copy of the indent, by which it was originally received on
board from the marine dcpartment-
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This tranfattion is fo_diftiné, that it needs no com-
ment, but that it is prefumable, that ferviceable mufket
barrels, ftowed as kentledge in a fhip’s hold, from July,
1778, to February, 1780, muft have been rendered
unferviceable 3 and that in all ‘probability, they, and
the other ftores, would have remained on board, with-
out thought or care, and be fold with the fhips, had
not the matter been happily fuggefted to a member of
Council, who, until then, was a ftranger to the whole
clandeftine management and abufe.

Under fuch perplexing and injurious predicaments,
with a deliberate defign, (open to the licenced rapacity
of fuch as conceive upon'a fixed principle of faith,
which is becormie proverbial in that fettlement, that no
plunder “or peculation from. the Company is difhoneft
or unjuft, and that no aétion can be offenfive or crimi-
nal, while the actors are favoured by a majority -of Go-
vernment) is not only the Company’s property expofed,
but the very fafety and exiftence of their pofleflions
and trade, ftaked, to humour the caprice of fome
principal fervants, and to enrich themfelves-and their
partizans, in" Bengal. It'is therefore incumbent upon
the Direfors, as a diftinguithing proof of fidelity to
their conftituents, and loyalty to their country, either
to enforce their orders, and affert their legal authority,
with manly {pirit, or to fink under the influence of cor-
ruption, and yield up their mock-power to‘the minifters
of their own creation abroad ; taking “fpecial care, in
order to be confiftent throughout, to difmifs from their
fervice, 25 unworthy of public confidence, thofe, whofe
private virtues, ‘have' dared-to be pablickly honeft, and
who, with'becoming deference, have endeavoured by
indefatigable affiduity and unremitting pains, to main-
tain the authority of the Company, and the dignity and
honor of the Britith nationin Hindoftan,

£ I N1S



