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OBSERVATIONS, &c.

N.OTWITHSTANDING repeated ex-

perience of detriment to commanding offi-

cers from their imprudence of writing long

>. official letters, the following will exhibit

; another confpicuous proof of that excefiive

weaknefs. CircumfpecT: magiftrates feldom

record, at the time, the reafons upon which

they found their decrees, becaufe many de-

cifions have been acknowledged perfectly

correct, while the principles they were de-

duced from appeared erroneous. Would
that military magiftrates, too, for the honour

of the profeffion, had followed their wife

example ! It was during the two laft wars

this influenza became epidemical. Too

many evidences of it, naval as well as mi-

litary, are extant. The inconfiderate-af-

*J fecled details tranfmitted from Germany,
^ America, and both the Indies, during thofe

| periods, replete with technical phraies, and

^martinet expreflions, unintelligible to En-

glifli readers, will not, no more than their

B authours,

,'$54809
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authours, be fuddenly forgotten. A puerile

prefnmption of fcholaftic ability, to be ef-

teemed men of the cabinet as well as the

field, favoured of both Minervas, induced

this infatuation, productive of no better

purpofe than to excite Jardonic fmiles, or

provoke to indignation. Soldiers conceited

of their literary qualifications are ftyled in

the French armies,
"

s de la plume."

Cicero was called in derifion The learned

Conful.
" Perifh me," exclaimed old Ad-

miral Cornifh,
"

if ever I go on fervice

"
again with a claffical general, to forego a

" Manilla ranfom for the Latin declama-
" tions of a Jefnitical archbifhop !" Modem
commanders, though not quite competent
to the Csefarean " Vidi Vici" or to emulate

the energetic precifion of the celebrated

George Walton, poflefs difcernment enough,

furely, to diftinguifh, on every occafion,

whether of victory or defeat, the preference
of compendious fimplicity and perfpicuity
in their narratives, to the mawkifh, drawl-

ing diflertations, fuperfiuous as impertinent,
"
Quia nunc non erat his locus" did not vanity,

in this cafe, fuperfede or fafcinate their

judgment.
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judgment. The almoft impoffibility, like-

wife, of defcribing operations of war in

terms adequate to the perception of even

the moft intelligent and comprehenfive

mind, would deter, one might imagine,

experienced officers, men of the world, as

well as the camp, from fuch unfeafonable

efiays. Whenever a pedantic military ga-
zette iflues from Whitehall, you may, in

general, infer fomething wrong, fome mif-

reprefentation, or fome mifconducl:. A
fcrap befcrawled, in pencil, upon an aid-de-

camp's back, or a drum head, in the Lace-

daemonian ftyle and fpirit, is the fure har-

binger of propitious and honourable for-

tune.

Not lefs injudicioufly have adminiflration,

in the prefent inftance, lavifhed their pre-

mature commendations on fuch apocbrypbal

Jeremiahds. So profufe, indeed, have been

thefe periodical overtures, as nearly to ex-

hauft the language of panegyric ;
of all

fubjects confefledly (in the example be-

fore us particularly) the moft fterile and

infipid. Let Bedanore and Mangalore fur-

B 2 render;



4 OBSERVATIONS.

render
; let Myfore and its metropolis be-

come overfpread, like the reft of the Eaft

and Weft Indian Colonies, with Caledonian

emigrants ; what ftrain of encomium from

the nafal fefquialteral trill of Soprano
P

; what " IO triumph" eulogy, from

the corvinal guttural twang of thorough-
bafs D , can be refounded more rap-
turous and exulting, than the applaufive

Pceans they have already recitatived and

chorufled.

Well faid Mr. Fox, "
Untimely praifes

" fhould be fufpended, left they provoke
" difcuffion." Happily they have provoked

it, to the perfect detection of minifterial arti-

fice, in attempting to make " Their wart an

OJJa ; their mole-hill a huge Olympus !" in deify-

ing, even with eagle apotheofis, their fabulous

hero,
" Prasens divus habebitur" in order to

render it profanation to fcrutinize his confe-

crated actions. Be their purpofe, however,

what it may ; whether, as tifual, to delude

the people, to prevent, by a variety of em-

barraflments and perplexed difquifitions, the

Ithuriel eye, the focus of obfervation, from

concentrating
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concentrating on their darkeft deeds either

of negociation or finance ;
or to incenfe

this Englifh Alexander and his captains,

(or more properly the Scotch Alexander,

who is the real imperator) to challenge fa-

tisfaclion, on their return from the patri-

otic band, for not diftinguifhing, what it is

impracticable to difcriminate in parliamen-

tary debates, the agent from the action : a

combination which the miniftry itfelf ce-

mented, and determined to render indif-

foluble, by their moil conglutinous congratu-
lations: Be their projects, I fay, malevo-

lent and formidable as themfelves, they
will not avail to difcourage an unconfiding

yet undaunted oppofition, from pronounc-

ing what ftriclures they deem fuitable to

every gradation of mifconducl:.

Nor will their rhetorical flourifhes, on the

integrity and difmtereftednefs of their demi-

god*
"

Cujus, in fenatu, recinet jocofa
" Nomen imago."

Which are nothing, in fact, to the argu-

ment,
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ment, fave his failures from animadver-

fion. Already dignified, adorned, and en-

riched with every diftinclion and advance-

ment, illuftrious or lucrative, that fortune

can communicate ; in degree an Earl, in

honour a knight of St. George ; in place a

privy counfellor ; in rank a general ; in

ftation and emolument a colonel ; conftable

of the tower, and governor of India (inde-

pendent of his family inheritance) What

motive, for goodnefs fake, what induce-

ment can the moft infatiable fpirit thus

abundantly gratified, poflefs to venality or

improbity? Nor, in truth, is his heart

tarnifhed or depraved by fuch ignominious

{tains. He is, in the trueft Englifh fenfe,

an honeft, upright, worthy, honourable

gentleman ; and in the Roman fenfe, like

Lepidus,
" A tried and valiant foldier." Be

this his unfullied praife his genuine de-

fert. To expatiate on his civil adminiftra-

tion, his political career, or his martial ex-

ploits, is, in the ironical fenfe of the Dra-

matift, to be " A d d good-natured friend

" indeed \" Admitting, however, in the ut~

moft latitude, the tranfcendent excellence

of
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of his civil and military qualifications ;

what genius can exert or extend its powers,

when manifeftly fubfervient to the domi-

neering influence of a perpetual dicla-

tor ? Neither ideas, opinions, judgment,

or actions, fuggefted and inculcated by an-

other, can be afcribed to a man himfelf, or

be accounted the effe6l of his own intel-

ligence. In the afcendant only he moves

he fpeaks he breathes, and has his being,

" And in fome tafte is Lepidus but fo :

" It is a creature taught by R to
fight,

" To wind to flop to run directly on.

" He muft be taught, and trained, and bid go forth,

" His corporal motion governed by Scotch fpirit."

Although, in difcuffion of the following

Letter, as much only of the feveral claufes

is inferted from the original (to avoid pro-

lixity arid repetition) as was immediately

requifite for obfervation ; yet will there be

found, I truft, no pafiage in this feleclion

either perverted, miftated, mifconftrued, or

mifapplied ; not intentionally fo, I can

prefume to pronounce with the certitude

of perfect conviction.

LETTER.
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No. i. A HE ftrong fortrefies of Durwar

and Copaul had long been invefted and be-

fieged by the Mahrattas and the Nizam,

and with fo little profpeft of fuccefs, that it

had been more than once under the con-

fideration of the Courts of Poona and Hy-
drabad, whether they fhould not convert

thofe fieges into blockades.

The news of the fall of Bangalore, which

feemed to have been unexpected by the

garrifons of thofe places, fo effectually inti-

midated them, that, although in no fliape

reduced to extremity, or even diftrefs, they

agreed to furrender.

2. After having -taken out of that place

(viz. Bangalore) heavy guns and fapplies of

military Jlores, and provifions to the utmoft

extent that could be tranfported.

After having received intimation that Ge-

neral Abercromby, with a battering train,

which, in addition to my own, I was in hopes
would be fufficient for theaccomplifhment of

our
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No. i. XxERE appears a firft inftance of

the imbecility of our allies ; of their little

utility to us, indeed, every intelligent and

experienced officer, here, as well as abroad,

long ago pronounced their conviction. It

was from the fuccefs of the Englifh,

arms that the two fortrefles furrendered.

" America was conquered in Germany/*
Durvvar and Copaul at Bangalore. Inftead

of uniting with us, they wifely enriched

themfelves, feized the ftores of the captured

places, and obtained complete pofiefiion of

the enemy's extenfive and valuable territo-

ries, lying between the Kriftna and Tum-
buddra.

2. The army which then marched from

Bangalore, was the moft formidable and the

beft provided European and native force

that ever acted together fmce the Englifh

eltablilhinent in India. Had they moved

early from Bangalore, their heavy cannon

might have proved of fervice. Battering

guns and large quantities of ammunition

indicate a fiege of fome ftrong hold, and

C fieges
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our obje6l, was at the head of the Pondicher-

rum Ghaut, and in readinefs to cooperate

with me, I moved on the %d of May from

the neighbourhood of Bangalore, with a

refpeclable and
fiifficienf corps of artillery,

the Nizam's horfe, His Majefty's i^th re-

giment of dragoons, &c. &c.

See No. 13 ^

3. Receiving information of my move-

mant, he (viz. Tippoo) marched by one of

the moft direct roads, to his capital.

4. I knew that he (viz. Tippoo) had

long before given orders to burn the vil-

lages, and to deftroy the provifions and fo-

rage on all the roads by which we could

march to Seringapatam.

5. As there is no place of flrength near

the capital on the north fide of the river, in

which I could lodge the heavy artillery and

Jlores in fecurity for a few days, with a mo-
derate garrifon, I was in hopes that I might
be able to crofs thit river (viz. the Caver,)

with



OBSERVATIONS. 11

fieges are works of time, and of fair wea-

ther, and not of a day and precarious feafcns.

3. See No. 9, 12, and 26.

4 An additional motive for not commit-

ting the event of fo momentous an enter-

prife to the contracted period of a few re-

maining weeks of the dry feafon.

See No. 29. j

5. To join General Abercromby before

an engagement with the enemy, or the fiege

of his capital, was a meafure the moft judi-

dicious imaginable, and apparently practi-

cable ; but then the heavy cannon and cum-

brous Jlores muft, for a time, have been left

C 2 behind
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with the whole army, and to effect a junc-

tion with General Abercromby before I

fhould find it necefTary to approach near to

the ultimate object of the movement.

6. By a mcft unaccountable fupinenefs

and want of exertion on the part of the Ni-

zam's cavalry, which neither my requifitions

nor orders could overcome, we fuffered feme

lofs, both in baggage and followers, en the

march.

CSee No. 31.3

The
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behind at Bangalore. General Abercrom-

by, it is aflerted, had already a battering

train with him, fufficient, probably, to begin
the fiege. If not for weighty ordnance, the

Caveri is well known to be forclable, like all

other large Indian rivers, about the fummer

folftice, for light field-pieces, in almoft every

part. Once united, the two armies became

irreliftible, for one alone proved nearly fo ;

and how eafy would it then have been (fup-

pofing the rains fufpended) to have rein-

forced the battering train from Bangalore ?

The Monfoon once fet in, all thoughts of

opening trenches muft, of courle, have been

relinquifhed, and the army would thus

have been happily exonerated, on its return,

from its infuperable encumbrance.

6. Thefe qualified, complaifant terms of
" want of exertiw." and "

inactivity," but in

plain Englifh, cowardice, o \*;-e Nizam's ca-

valry, were neither unaccountable nor could

be unexpected , becaufe the fupinenefs of

Indian (not Perfian, Mceul, or Tartar) ca-

valry, ferving as mercenaries, when not

counteracted
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The inactivity cf the Nizam's cavalry,

who could not be prevailed upon to forage

at a diftance, frequently occafioned a fear-

city in the camp.

See No. 17.3

7. The
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counteracted by expectation of plunder, or

defence of their own dwellings and imme-

diate pcffeL'Lns, has been rc
x

: re bated for

ages.

Pretty auxiliaries thefe, indeed, to whom
a commander in chief (ex .[iiifitely confcious,

at times, uf the indifpenfahk neceffity of

implicit fubmiflion an-1 fuborclination to

the very exiftence of an army, and who
makes the Ccr~pany

J

s troops perfectly fen-

iible cf thti;
)

is cui ifbrained to condefcend

to requifitiu.s and entreaties, to prevail on

them to difcharge their duty. Difobedient

troc s -can be amfidered only as banditti

as no better than voracious locufts " Fru-

ges ccnfumere nati ;" and, by their continual

defeats, difheartening their fellow-foldiers.

There is ftill a worfe confequence refult-

ing from fuch daftardly confederates, by
their avilrding European commanders the

convenience jf imputing the caufe of every

blunder and mifcarriage, to their notorious

poltrtonery, Tho battle of Fontenoy was

loft,
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7. The Caveri is never, I believe, lower

than it was during the greateft part of laft

May. [See No. 21.]

From its bed being rocky, and difficult

beyond what I have ever feen for fo great a

tract in any other river, it appeared nearly,

if not utterly impracticable to pafs our

heavieft guns over at any ford that could

be difcovered below Seringapatam.

The ford near the village of Kannam-

bady, about eight or nine miles above Se-

ringapatam, over which it was pofitively af-

ferted that Hyder Ali had frequently paf-

fed twelve pounders, and fometimes heavier

guns.

8. In the event of my being able to cut

ofi the greateft part of his army.

9. Tippoo
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loft, fay the Germans and the Englifh, by
the ill-behaviour of the Dutch; and the

like has been vented by every European
commander in India, from Lawrence to

Lepidus.

7. Thefe paflages, modified with the

term nearly, feem to admit the practicabi-

lity of eroding over at leaft the light ar-

tillery, which requires a track no wider

than three or four yards to proceed with

eafe. They agree, alfo, with the con-

current opinions of gentlemen who have

traverfed the Caveri near thofe parts. Thus

the heavy cannon is evinced to have been the

fole obftacle to the army's pafling this ri-

ver. During the long vacation at Banga-

lore, a ford over the Caveri might furely

have been traced fomewhere or other, by
the offer of handfome rewards, either to the

peafants, or to, our own native foldiers. /^

8. How far this ability became effectual,

will be feen hereafter. See No. 24,.]

D 9. Though
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9. Tippoo, with his whole army, had

encamped between us and Seringapatam,
his right covered by the Caveri, and his

left extended along the front of a high

mountain, with a deep fwampy ravine ; the

paflage of which was defended by batteries,

running along the whole of his front.

10. We had fuffered greatly during the

preceding week, by rains uncommonly fre-

quent and heavy fo early in the feafon.

11. With the expedition that a com-

plete victory might not only relieve many
of our temporary diitreiTes, but tend to

bring the war to a very fpeedy conclufion.

12. Tippoo, notwithftanding that we

were advancing by a route, for which he

was not prepared, did not decline to rifk

the event of a battle in a new pofition.

Their infantry, on this occafion, fhewed

a much better countenance than ufual,

which
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9. Though Tippoo is frequently ftig-

matized, by his European adverfaries, as a

barbarian, no femblance of barbarifm ap-

pears
in this difpofition of his forces, to

cover his capital.

See No. 3 12 and 26.3

lo. See No. 15, and 20.3

1 1 . Thefe acknowledged temporary dif-

trefles, preceding, it feems, any decifive

action with the enemy, manifefts the im-

prudence of dragging heavy cannon and

ftores into the field at that critical feafon of

the year.
i

12. Promptitude, and reciprocal con-

fidence like this, exhibits the magnanimity
of a gallant, as well as generous foldier ; a

virtue, though not abfolutely incompatible
with tyranny, yet ufually accompanied by

qualities more benevolent and humane.

That he fhould prove peculiarly rigorous
v

D 2 to
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which perhaps, may principally be attri-

buted to Tippoo's own prefence, and ex-

ertions amongft them.

See No. 3, 9, and 2,6. ^

13. But even if I had thought the

heavy guns that I had brought with me

fufficient for the fiege.

14. The foil, of all the parts of the

Myfore country that I have feen, is in ge-
neral dry, and by nature unfruitful ; and

fuftenance, either for men or animals, can

only be raifed upon it, by a mod perfever-

ing induftry in its inhabitants.

See No. 27.3

!/:. The
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to. the Englifh, may be accounted for,

though not j
uftified, confidering their pro-

tefled, their long, and their inveterate en-

mity to himfelf and family.

13. Ignorant of the geography of the

whole fcene of action, as is evident from

feveral paffages in this narrative ; totally

unacquainted with the fords of the Caveri ;

and uncertain, therefore, of joining Gene-

ral Abercromby ;
the commander in chief

brings heavy guns with him at a precari-

ous feafon, for no other purpofe, it fhould

feem, than to be declared
infufficieni

for the

occafion, on their arrival at the deftined

fpot ; although they had previoufly been,

pronounced fufficient. See No. 2.]

14. It was experienced to be fo on the

march, from the Carnatic to Bangalore;

and not, therefore, to have been further

invaded till the rains had produced and

left verdure on the foil, ar?d other green

forage.

1/r. The
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15. The premature fetting in of the

monfoon, near a month before the ufual

period. See No. io, and 20.

16*. The road for the heavy guns was to

be made the whole way by our own pio-

neers. I was forced to halt one day after

the fir ft march, by the draught cattle hav-

ing been completely exhaufted in accom-

plilhing it.

Confiderable detachments of troops were

ordered to attend and afiift the heavy guns
on the fecond day's march ; but the bul-

Jocks were fo extremely reduced, that, even

with the aid of the foldiers at the drag-

ropes, their progrefs was fo tedious, that

the body of the army was upwards of

twelve hours in marching as many miles.

17. The effects of Several circumftances

from which we had already fuffered many
inconveniences, preffed upon us particu-

larly
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15. The feafons in that country are

divided into three, the temperate, the hot,

and the wet. But no feafons in any coun-

try, or under any climate, are ever acce-

lerated or retarded one entire third of their

whole extent.

16. Every difficulty, incidental to this V
enterprize, feems to have arifen from the

impediments created by the heavy cannon,

notwithftanding the prodigious number of

cattle appropriated for their draught. ^

17.
"

Still harping, quoth Polonius, on
" my daughter." Again the Nizam's re-

fraclory cavalry, reprefented a little here-

tofore
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larly hard at this juncture ;
and none more

than the conduct of the Nizam's cavalry,

who were now, if polllble, more inactive

and more inattentive to my requifitwns than

ever.

They had, regardlefs of my remon-

ftrances fince the commencement of our

march from Bangalore, hardly ever fent a

detachment beyond the picquets of our

infantry, and had perfevered in exhaufting

the fmall flock of forage and provifions.

18. I could not leave Tippoo at liberty

to employ his whole force againll General

Abercromby ; and therefore refolved to re-

main in my pofition near the ford, which

held the main body of the enemy's army
in check at Seringapatam, until I fhould

have reafon to believe that General Aber-

cromby was out of all danger of being in-

terrupted in his retreat, by Tippoo's march-

ing in perfon, or confiderably reinforcing
v

'

the corps which I knew he had detached

againft him, but which alone was not of

f\ fufficient
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tofore as obftru<5live by action as by inac-

tion. If contumacioufly difobedient to re-

quifitions (a new term for orders, and the

firft army, probably, wherein remonftrances

were fubftituted for commands) Why re-

tain them after fuch flagrant inftances of

milbehaviour ? [[See No. 6.3

18. Several material fa<5ls are here pre-

lented to us.

Neither Tippoo's whole force, nor him-

felf in perfon, nor a very confiderable rein-

forcement of his troops, nor any corps, fuf-

ficient efTentially to obftrucl General Aber-

cromby's retreat, marched againft that

General ; for if they had, our grand army
would, in confequence,have moved to his fup-

port. And he muft, probably, have been ad-

vifed of the infufficiency of Tippoo's detach-

E ment
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fufficient ftrength to make me apprehend
that it could give General Abercromby any
material moleftation.

A

See No. 20.

. In
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ment to moleft him, by the fame exprefs

which conveyed the inftruclions to him to

retire. For had the enemy's detachments

againft him been coniiderable, the inftruc-

tions would rather have directed to take

fome ftrong poft, and not to retire.

How then is the precipitation of that

retreat to be accounted for ? An army,

fuperiour to any that ever before encoun-

tered Hyder AH or Tippoo (except during
this campaign) was then encamped at Pe-

riapatam, yet made no refiftance to a de-

tachment incapable of molefting it. No

perfon, indeed, can yet account for it ; be-<-

caufe, ftrange as it may feem, not one of-

ficial document, relative to the conduct of

that retreat, has yet been produced.

It appears alfo, that our principal army

kept near .a Jord* in order to crofs, and

aflift General Abercromby, provided the

Sultan had employed a large force againft

him. Now, had the river proved unfordable

it would have been ufelefs for our army
to have remained there any longer.

E 2 19. How
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19. In the mean time I gave directions

to burft eleven heavy guns ; eight eighteen,

and three twenty-four pounders ; to bury

or deftroy the military ftores that could not

be carried with us.

20. Having remained long enough to

give ample time to General Abercromby to

fall back from Periapatam, I moved from

itiy encampment near the ford on the

morning of the 26th.

As not only our heavy guns were now

deftroyed, but General Abercromby
J

s corps

had actually defcended the Ghauts.

21. And
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19. How preferable it had been to have

left thofe heavy guns and ftores behind, is .

here again apparent. Previous to the ar-

my's arrival near Seringapatam, when the

(howery weather, fo much complained of,

indicated the little ufe that could then be

made of them, they might have been de-

ftroyed or buried to good effect, for the

fake of facilitating the paflage of the Ca-

veri. A junction with General Abercromby,
the firft confideration, became then of eafy

attainment.

2o. This claufe determines, alfo, one N

ford at leaft. The battle was fought on

the i ^th or i6th of May; the rains, fays

the narrative, fet in during the preceding

week, (See No. 10 and 15) that is, let us

fuppofe about the 9th. A ford was fub-

fifting (notwithftanding the rains which

iwell the waters) on the s6th. See No. 18]

If ample time were given for General

Abercromby to retreat, before the grand

army moved from the ford, fome account

of that retreat muft furely have reached the

commander
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21 And to make every other neceflary

preparation for reluming our operations

again ft the enemy's capital, as foon as the

rivers fhould fubiide. See No. 7. ^

22. Unlefs Tippoo, in the mean time,

fhould agree to make fuch conccffions as

the confederates might reafonably think they
have a right to exatt from him.

33. I was
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crowded together, under the batteries upon
the ifland, in a manner that, from the dif-

order ufually attendant on flight, expofed
them to (laughter from every ihot.

CSee No, 8.

25. In contradiftinclion to our ; theGover-

nor-general feeming to regard himfelf, on

all important occafions, as the King's rather

than a Company's fervant.

All our governments in the Eaft
; the

majority of thofe, I believe, in the Weft

Indies ; as well as thofe in Europe and in

America, are poflefled by military perfons ;

a conjunction of offices incompatible in the

Eaft, becaule, for their military conducl,

they are not refponfible within thejurif-

diclion of their own governments ; and very

little fo elfewhere, if we may judge from

the proceedings of a pending impeachment.
26. A little

3548O9
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26. It would be in vain to fuppofe, that

\ve fhould remain long undifturbed by an

enemy fo able and a&ive as Tippoo.

[[See No. 3, 9, and 12.]

27. There is at prefent a favourable op-

portunity that it (viz. the war) will be ter-

minated with valuable acquifitions to the

Company, and to the other members of the

confederacy.

Impelled, however, as I was, by the con-

fideration of the ftate of your finances-

And
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26. A little further on, this monarch is

reprefented as perfidious, barbarous, infa-

tiably ambitious,
" Myforum poftremus' in

fhort, and an object of terrour to all his

neighbours : a character irreconcileable in

moral poflibility to his acknowledged gal-

lant fpirit, and his repute as a legiflator,

flatefman, cultivator, and protector of his

country. It is happy for him that verbal '

abufe (of which he has received rather

more than his due (hare) that the war of

words produces no corporeal hurt ; nor do

hard words, be it remembered, atone for

infult.

27. The war having commenced on the

bafis of a partition treaty, See the cele-

brated letter to the Nizam, laid before

the Houfe of Commons^ it is in fact a

predatory war, and now confefledly pro-
tracted for, the purpofe of compenfation y

even wrhilft the allies are rendering their

debtci every day more incapable of repay-

ing them. /^

No
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And of their right (viz. of the allies) to

expect fome compenfation for their lofles and

expences.

28. In attempting to bring the war to

a fpeedy conclufion, the information that

I had received of the political affairs of

Europe
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No acquifitions, however, in the fmalleft

degree valuable/ can ever be derived to the

Eaft India Company from territorial poflef-

fion. The revenue of one-third of the

dominion of Myfore would not, in twenty

years, defray the expence incurred by the

prefent war, were it to terminate this cam-

paign. By extending their domain, there -\

is a wider and remoter frontier to defend,

with a certain charge of additional troops.

Nor would the income of the included pro-

vince, or diftrict, ever pay for the collection

of it, if barren and unproductive as repre-

fented. See No. 14.]] Similar profpecls

of future opulence in India, and of that

country foon becoming a pecuniary refource

to this, have not unfrequently been pre-

fented to us by the grand Comptroller;
with what degree of probability, the paft

management, and actual debts of the Com-

pany will pretty well afcertain.

28. Admitting that war had been ac-

tually declared with Spain or Ruflia, how
could it have affected the falutary delay

G ot
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Europe operated, alfo, ftrongly to induce

me to make an effort.

29. And by that means entirely break

his power, before the fetting-in of the pe-

riodical rains

Without having been attended with any
material addition to the expence, which we
muft neceffarily have incurred, if the army
had, during the fame period, remained in

a (late of inactivity.

I fliall certainly, therefore, not relax in

thefmallefl degree, in forwarding the necef-

fary preparations to enable me, as foon as

the feafon will permit, to refume the moft

vigorous profecution of offenfive operations.

30. The



OBSERVATIONS. 43

of the fiege of Seringapatam till the clofe

of the rains ? In that diftant quarter there

could be little danger from either Spanifti

or Ruffian armaments at any period ; and

the Company could not then, even by the

capture of Seringapatam, have become rich

enough to aid England in the conteft.

29. The commander in chief was given

credit, by every veteran, for the prudence of

remaining at Bangalore during the rains ;

becaufe it appeared too great a rifk too

ram a procedure, to reduce the attack of

Seringapatam to fo nice and minute a por-
tion of time. See No. 4.] It would not

have ftood the public in half the expence
of men and money to have placed the army
in quarters of refrefliment during the rains,

that was incurred by the prodigious ravage
and havock of the Monfoon. Tippoo him- V

felf is faid to have loft above thirty thoufand

horfes. What then muft have been our lofs

of draft and carriage cattle ? Fifty thou-

fand will fcarcely, I fuppofe, replace them ; ^
for if General Medows, with eighten thou-

G 2 fand
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3. The
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fand troops, had feventy thoufand cattle,

twenty-fix thoufand men muft have occa-

fion for one hundred thoufand at leaft.

Then the renewal of camp equipage, of

magazines, and of ftores, muft be enormous.

At all events it may be deemed a fortunate

circumftance, inftead of a difappointment

to be regretted, that the fudden rains did

prevent our army from undertaking the

fiege.
Soldiers can fuftain an excefs of heat

or cold, but no troops can endure the ri-

gour of wet, or even damp weather, or the

duty of trenches in a fwampy foil, at the

confluence of rivers.

If vigorous operations are to be refumcd,

they muft, of courfe, coft as much at leaft

as the original ones did, but moft likely

confiderably more, on account of the pre-

fent diftance of the army from Fort St.

George, and other depofits of provifion and

ftores in the Carnatic.

Had the proper feafon for action been

attended, the heavy expence of one more

campaign at leaft would have been faved,

far
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30. The failure has reflected no dif-

grace on the Britifh arms.

31. At the time we differed the greateft

inconvenience from the inactivity of the

Nizam's cavalry, and I exprefied my dtfV

fatisfaclion, in the ftrongeft terms, at the

behaviour of the chiefs, I was perfectly

fenfible, that even their prefence contributed

to awe the enemy, and was otherwife of

value, as being a proof of the ftrong con-

nection of the confederacy.

32. I muft



OBSERVATIONS. 47

far more chargeable than quarters of re-

frefhment, a confideration that feems to

have been entirely forgotten.

30. By no means on the bravery and

fpirit of the officers and foldiery, native as

well as Britim.

31. Prior to this it is obferved, that

" We fuflfered fome lofs, both in baggage
" and followers, on the march towa'rds

Seringapatam, from only a fmall num-
" ber of the enemy's irregular horfe, by a

" moft unaccountabley^/V^Tz^ and want of

" exertion on the part of the Nizam's ca-

"
valry." See No. 6.] In another place

the Nizam's troops are called " A numer-
" ous and powerful body of horfe/' Now
after fo many proofs of their pufillanimity,

how could the enemy ftand in awe of

them ? Five hundred of the beft might

probably have been felecled from them,

to fome advantage for the fervice, whofe

prefence would have been equally as good
a proof of the alliance: the reft ought

furely to have been difmifled.

32. There
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32. I muft, in juftice to the officers and

foldiers, both of the King's and Com-

pany's troops, who compofe this army,

give my public teftimony, that during the

courfc of a campaign, which from a con-

currence of circumfiances, has been fmgu-

larly arduous, they have manifefted pati-

ence under fatigue and fcarcity, gallantry

in a6lion, and a general fpirit of zeal for

the honour and interefts of their country,

which, in my opinion, has never been ex-

ceeded.
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32. There has fcarcely been an action in

India, wherein the Company's officers have

not received this kind of indifcriminate

praife from Tiis Majefty's generals ; public

thanks for their fervices have been confer-

ed on them, alfo, at the end of every v\ar.

With what fincerity, or what advantage,

'they are now commended, will be feen

hereafter. No one in India has ever been

able to learn to what good purpofe they

were thus diftinguiihed heretofore, as they

never yet experienced other return for their

fervices than continual fuperfeffion.

*' Periere labores, pereat et eorum ingrata merces."

As official difpatches from military com-

manders are not formed from authenticated

regifters, wherein daily proceedings are

recorded, as on the open journals kept in

Ihips of war, to be always referred or ap-

pealed to, when expedient, as teftimonials

of the tranfaclions themfelves ; but are fa-

bricated, revifed, amended, and corre6ted

H at
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at their own pleafure, from materials of

their own feleclion, difpofed at their own

leifure, and ufually fome time fubfequent

to the occurrence of the feveral events :

the public, by their reprefentatives, as well

as by individuals who pay for them, are

clearly entitled, for their own inftruclion,

as v.'ell as the general fatisfaclion, to ex-

amine fuch productions, to analyze their

compofition, to compare the parts, and to

animadvert on the feveral reprefentations

exhibited in them ; for by thefe means

alone, can they be enabled to diftinguifh

real from vilionary objects ; and to refrain

or beftow their applaufe with a rational

appropriation and difcermnent.

EMERITUS.
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