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M. Sexairg,

I T H A NK jyou for pointing to me, 1 réalty
1 withed much’to engage your “attefitiof " in
an early ftage of the'debate. I' have been long
.very deeply, though ptrhaps inetfcf.h;'fllg-,;' én-
gaged in the préliminary enquifies, which have
continued withbut intermiffion for fofhe -years,
Though T have ‘felt, "with' forme ‘dégreé' of
fenfibility, the ‘ndtural “and 'inevitab® imprei-
fions of 'the feveral marters of fi&, as *the;
have becn fucceflively difclofed, 1" haveé not"at
any time attetri'ptc‘é to tréuble you on' the ‘meriis
“of the,‘futijc& 3 and s{q)?" little on any of the points
- which incidénthlly arofe in the courfe of our pro-
'ceedings. But I'fHiould be forry to be found to-
tally filent upon’this day. Our enquiries are now
come 0 their final iffue :—It is now to be deter-
mined whether the three years of laborious par-
‘liamentdry refearch, whether the twenty year;
. 1. B . .« B . .o N . PN o
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of patient Indian fuffering, are to produce a
“fubftantial reform in our Eaftern adminiftration’ 3
or whether our knowledge of the grievances has
abated our zeal for the corre®ion of them, and
whether our very enquiry into the evil was only a
pretext to clude the remedy which is demanded
from us by humanity, by juftice, and by every
principle of true policy. Depend upon it, this
bufinefs cannot be indifferent to our fame. It

. will turn out a matter of great difgrace or great

glory to the whole Britifh nation. We are on

a confpicuous ftage, and the world marks our de-

meanour.

T am therefore a little concerned to perceive the
fpirit and temper in which the debate has been all
along purfued, upon one fide of the Houfe. The

.declamation of the Gentlemen who oppofe the
bill has been abundant and.vehement, but they
have been referved and even filent about.the fitnefs

or unfitnefs. of the plan to- attain the direct ob-
je& it has in view. ~ By fome gentlemen it is’
taken up (by way of exercife 1 prefume) as a

-point of law on a queftion of private property,
and corporate franchife; by others it is re-

garded as the petty intrigac. of .a faction at

.court, and argued merely as it tends to fet this
man a little higher, or that a little lower in fitua-

tion and power, All the void has been filled up

with inve@ives againft coalition ; with allufions

to the lofs of America; with the ativity and in- -

.a&tivity of minifters. The total filence of thefe

gentlemen concerning the intereft and well-bein

of the people of India, and concerning the intere

which this nation has in the commerce and reve-

- nues of that country, is a ftrong indication of the
value whith they fet upon thefe objeils, :

¢
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It has been a litile painful to me to obferve the
intrufion:into this important debate of fuch com.
‘pany as.Quo Warranto, and . Mandamus, and
Certiorari ; as if we were on a trial about mayors
and aldermen, and capital burgefles ; or engaged in.
a fuit. concerning the borough of Penryn, or
Saltath, or St, Ives, or St. Mawes. Gentlemen
have argued with as much heat and paffion, as if
the firft things in the world were at ftake; and
their topics are fuch, . as belong only to matter of
the Joweft and meaneft litigation. . It is not right,

- it is not worthy of us, in this manner to depreci-

ate the value, to degrade the majefty of this grave

deliberation of policy and empire. .
- For my part, 1 have -thought myfelf bound,
when a matter of this extraordinary weight came
.before me, not to confider (as fome Gentlemen are
fo fond of doing) whether the bill originated from .
a Secretary of State for the home department, or
from a Secretary for the foreigny from a minif
ter of influence or a minifter. of the people ;
from Jacob or from Efau®*. I afked myfelf, and
I afked myfelf nothing elfe, what part it was fit
for a member of parliament, who has fupplied a.
mediocrity of talents by the extreme of diligence,
and who has thought himfelf obliged, by the re-
fearch of years, to wind himfelf into the inmoft
recefles and labyrinths of the Indian detail, what
+part, I fay, it became fuch a member of parlia-
ment. to take, when a minifter of ftate, in con-
- formity to a recommendation from the throne, has
.brought before us a fyftem for the better gavern-
ment of the territory and commerce of the Eaft.
In this light, and in this only, 1 will trouble you
with my fentiments. :

® An allufion made by Mr. Powis,
B2 . Ie
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" It is not Only #greed but demuanded, by ithe
Riglit Honour4ble'géntleman *, and by thole'who
a& with him, that a whbole fyftem ought to
be produced; that it ought thot to be an ulf
meafure ; that it ought to ‘be no pallintive; but
a legiflative provifion, vigorous, fubftantial, and
cffeétive.—I -believe - that'no man who under-
ftands the fubject can doubt for a moment,
that ‘thofe muft be the conditions .of any thing
deferving the name of a reform in the Indian
government; that any thing ‘thort of them
would not only be delufive, but, in this matter
which admits no medium, noxious in:the ex-
treme. . ‘

To all the ‘conditions propofed by “his adver-
faries the -mover of -the bill perfedly agrees;
and on his performance of them he refts his
.caufe, On the other hand, not the leaft objec-
-tion has been taken, with regard to the efficiency,
- the vigour, or the completenefs of the fcheme.
1 am therefore warranted to affume, as a thing
admitted, that the bills accomplith what both
fides of the Houfe demand as effential. The end
is completely anifwered, fo far as the dire&t and
, immediate dbject is concerned.

* But though there are no direét, yet there are
‘warious ' coHateral cbjections- made ; objections
from the effe@ts,” which " this plan of reform for
Indian admihiftration '‘mdy ‘have on the privileges
*of great puablic bodies in England ;- from its pro-
bable iiifluence -on the confticutional rights, or
on the freedom and -integrity ' of the feveral.
branches of “the legiflature. ‘

® M. Pitt; ' Bk
efore
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Refare I anfwer thefe objections.] muft beg
leave 1o abferve, thag if jwe arc not.able to con-
trive fame method of governing India we/l, which
will not of neceglity become the means of goverg-
.ing Great Britain i/, a graund is laid for their
eternal feparation ; but nope. for facrificing the

ple of that cauntry, to eur conftitution. Iam
mevcr far from being perfuaded that any fuch in-
compatibility of interelt does at all exift. On the
contrary I am certain that every means, effectual to
preferve India from oppreffion, is a guard to pre-
£rv¢ the Britith canftitution from its worft cof-

ruption. To fhew this, I will copfider the ob~

jeétions, which I think are four, - :

ift. That the bill is an attack on the chartered
rightsof men. .

2dly. That it increafes the influence of the
crowp. -

3dly. Tha it does mot increafe, by diminifhes,

.

the influence of the'crown, in order.to pro- .

. mote the interefls of certain minifters and
- .their party. . ‘
4thly.d,T.h%t it deeply affeds the pational
credit. . .
As 1o the firft of thefe objetions; I muft ob-
ferve that the phrafe of “ the charrered rights of
< men,” is fuﬁ of affeQtation; and very upufual
in ghe difcoffion of priyileges conferyed by chay-
s of the prefent defcription.  Bpt it is not dif-
,gu,k to difcover what end that ambiguous mode
of expreflion, fa often reiterated, iy meant to
anfwer,

The rights of mes, that is to fay, the natural '

rights of maokind, are indeed facred things; and
if any public meafure is proved mifchievouily to
affect them, the objeétion ought to be fatal to that

B3 . meafure,
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"meafure, even if no charterat all could be fet up a-
“gaintt it. If thefe naturl rights are forther affirm.
‘ed and declared by exprefs covenants, if they are
_clearly defined and fecured againft chicane, againft
power, and authority, by written inftruments and

“pofitive engagements, they are in a ftill better

*condition : they partake not only of the fanttity
“of the obje& fo fecured, but of that folemn pub-

“lic faith icfelf, which fecures an obje&t of fuch

“importance.. Indeed this_formal recognition, by

“the fovereign power, of an original right in the
fubjet, can never be fubverted, but by rooting

“up the holding radical principles of government,
and even of fociety itfelf. T he charters, which'we

 call by diftin€tion great, are public inftruments of
this nature; I mean the cgarters'of King John

* and King Henry the Third: The things fecured
by thefe inftruments may, without any deceitful

- ambiguity, be very fitly called the chartered rights

" of men. '

' fThcﬁ: charters have made the very name of a
charter dear to the heart of every Englithman—
But, Sir, there may be, and there -are charters, not
only different in nature, but formed on principles

" the wvery reverfe of thofe of the great charter, Of
this kind is the charter of the Eaft India Company.
Magna charta is a charter to reftrain power, and

- to deftroy monopoly. - The Eaft India charter is
a charter to eftablith monopoly, and to create

" power.” Political power and commercial mono-

* poly are moz the rights-of men ; and the rights to
them derived from charters, it is fallacious and

“{ophiftical to call ¢ the chartered rights of men.”
Thefe chartered rights, (to fpeak of fuch char-

“ters and of their effe€ls in terms of the greateft

' poflible
2.
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poflible moderation) do at leaft fufpend the natural
rights of mankind at large; and in their very
frame and conflitution are liable to fall into a
dire&’ violation of them. ‘ o

It is'a charter of this latter defcription (that is to.
fay a charter of power and monopoly) which is af-
fected by the bill before you, The bill, Sir, does,
without queftion, affect it; it does affeét it eflfen-
tially and fubftantially. But, having ftated to you.
of what defcription the chartered rights are which
this bill touches, I feel nodifficulty atall in acknow-
ledging the exiftence of thofe chartered rights, in
their fulleft extent. They belong to the Campany -
in the fureft manner ; and they are fecured to that
body by every fort of public fan&ion. .They are
ftamped by the faith of the King; they are
ftamped by the faith of Parliament; they have
been bought for money, for money honeftly and
fairly paid; they have been bought for valuable
confideration, over and over again. :

I therefore freely admit to the Eaft India C
pany their claim to exclude their fellow-fubjetts
from the commerce of half the globe. . I admit
their claim to adminifter an annual. territorial re-
venue of feven millions fterling ; to command an
army of fixty thoufand men; and to difpofc, (under
the control of a fovereign imperial difcretion, and
with the due obfervance of the natural and local
law) of the lives and fortunes of thirty millions
of their fellow-creatures, All this they pofiefs by
charter and by acs of parliament, (in my opinion)
,without a fhadow of controverfy, ,

Thofe who carry the rights and claims of the
Company the furtheft do not contend for more than
this; and all this I freely grant. But granting
‘all this, they muft grant to me in my turn, that
-all political power which l;s fet over men, and th:l;

4
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. all privilege claimed or exercifed in exclufion of
them, being wholly artificial, and for 0 much, a
derogation from'the natural equality of mankind
at large ’om_;.gh_; to be fome ‘way or other exércifed
ultimately for their benefie. ~— -~ -7

* If this'is true with' regard ‘ta every fpecies of
political dominion, and every def¢tiption of com-
mercial * privilege, none of ‘which can be ori-
ginal felf-derived rights, or ‘gridts for the mere
private benefit of the holders, then fuch rights,’
or privileges, or whatever elfe you choofe to call
therh) are alf in the firicteft fenfe a ¢ruff; and it
18" of the’very effence of every truft to be ren-
dered aggsuntabl ; and even. totilly'to ceafs, when
it fubftantiafly varies from the purpofes for which
done it dould Hhve o lawful eXiftéiice.

* Thi§ T coriceive, Sir, to'be true of tiufts of
fowcr. vefted in the’ higheft Hands; and of fuch as
feem to ol of no human_ cieature, But about
the applicagion..of this’ printiple’ to fubordinate
Mvative trofts, 1 do rlot'fée how 4 controverfy
cal?’ be” ainitdined. . To whorh thed would I
make the Eaft Iridia Company d¢cotintable ¥ Why,
to Parliament to be furé; to Parlidment, ftom
whom their tfuft was dérived;; to Parliament, which
alone is capable of compreliending the maghitude
of its obje&, and its abufes 44d'alone capable of
an effe&tial l¥giflative remedy. The very cHartef,

"Whi.fh is held out to excludé Parliament trom cor-

re€ting malverfatioti with regatd to the high truft

vefted:in ‘the Company, is the very thing which
at once gives a title and impdfes 4 duty on usto
interfere with éffelt, whergver péwer and autho-
Tity ori&fga‘ﬁhg’ froth ourfélves at¥ perverted: from
their purpofes, dnd Becotie inftraments of wrong
~and violénce, - -t o T T If

N
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Tf Pafliament, Sir; had nothing to' do with this
charter, we might have fothe, fort of Epicaredn
excufe to ftand aloof, indifféréht-fpEctacts’ of
whar pafl¥s in the Company’s nafi¢" it India and
in London: Bt if we abe the vety caufe of thé
evil, we are in' a fpecil nidnner éqga'géd' to' the
redtefs; and for us paffivéely ro “beat wich op-
prefiony committed” undér che fanttion of out
owh aurhority, ¥ irt trifth 20d réafdn for this Houfé:
to be an aive acdotplict in-theabufe, =

That the poWer ﬁb‘t&ﬁ&ﬁ@){; groftly, a‘l?gfed has
been bought from yis s very ceffdin, But this
circamftance, whitht i drged agaiitt the bill, be-

" comies an additiondl motiveé for our threrférétice ;

Jeft we fhould Be thought tb Kive St ehe Blood
of millions of meh, fot the bafé tonfideratich of
money: © Weé fald, 1 24kit; 41t that we hdd to
fell ; that is our authority, not our colitratl, Wé
had' dot 4 rijfit to' maké a matket of ot dilriés.

t ground thyfelf thékéfore this* princi-
plé=—thde if tHe dbhfd is prbved; the contratt
is bfoken ; and wé re-tntét ihtd afl dur rightds
that is, into tHe exel¢ifd of 41l odr ditles. Our
own authotity is ifidéed a8 muth &' fruft orlli-
hally; as the Cottipany’s tithdrity if a dfuft Heti-
vatively ;. and'it is the ufe we maké of the rex
famed rgd\ivé:" tHat muft %ﬂ’ufy or éorfdémi s th
the refuprion of it. When We have pérfectet
the plah lxid bbfote Us by the Right Hdnburdble
méver, the Wdtld will theh fee what it 1§ wt dé-
ftroy, atid what it is We create. By thit tett wé
ftand of fitl; and By tilat teft 1 that- thdt i¢ %iil
be fouhd in thé ifftle, that we dre g8ihg to Mipei-
fede a-chartér abijfed b cHe full Exednt of 411 e

" powers. which it could 4Bufe, 4nd ekercifed i the

plebiciie B defpunifth, cjrafiy, aid Corruption's
oo ) R and
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and that, .in one and the fame plan, we pro-
~ vide a real chartered fecurity for the rights of men
cruelly violated under that charter. .
~ This bill, and thofe connefed with it, are. in-
tended to form the Magna Charsa of Hindoftan.
Whatever the treaty of Weftphalia is to the liberty
of the princes and free cities of the empire, and.
to the three religions there profefled—Whatever
the great charter, the ftatute of tallage, the pe- .
tition of right, and the declaration o? right, are -
to Great Britain, thefe bills are to the people of
India. Of this benefit, I am certain, their con.
dition is capable; and when I know that they are
-capable of more, my vote fhall meft afluredly be
for our giving to the full extent of their capacit
of receiving ; and no. charter of dominion fha
ftand as a bar in my way to their charter of fafety
and protection, _ : .
Tﬁc ftrong admiffion I have made of the Com-
pany’s rights (I am confcious of it) binds me to
do a great deal. I do not prefume to .condemn
thofe who argue ¢ priori, againft the propricty of
leaving fuch extenfive political powers in the
hands of a company of merchants. 1 know much
is, and much more .may be faid againft fuch 3
{yftem. But, with my particular ideas and fen-
timents, I cannot go that way ta work. 1 feel
an infuperable relutance in givi:g my hand to
deftroy any eftablifhed inftitution of government,
‘upeon a theory, however plaufible it may be. My
experience in life teaches me nothing clear ypon
the fubje&. I have known merchants with the
fentiments and the abilities of great ftatefmen;
.and 1 have feen perfons in the rank of ftatefmen,
.wirh the conceptions and charaéter of pedlars.
Indeed, my obfervatiop has furnithed me with
: . nothing
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‘nathing that is'to be found in any habits of life or

education, which tends wholly to difqualify men
for the funéions of government, but that, by
which the power of exercifing thofe funétions is
very frequently obtained, I mean, a fpirit and
habits of low cabal, and intrigue; which I have
never, in one inftance, feen united with a capa-
city for found and manly policy.’

" To juftify us in taking the adminiftration of -
their affairs out of the hands of the Eaft India -
Company, on my principles, I muft fee feveral
conditions. 1ft. The object affeted by the abufe
thould be great and important. 2d. The abufe

- affecting this great obje@t ought to be a great

abufe. 3d. It ought to be habitual, and not acci-
dental. 4th. It ought ta be utterly incurable in
the body as it now ftands conftituted. ~ All this
ought to be made as vifible to me as the light of
the fun, before I thould ftrike off an atom of their
charter. A Right Honourable gentleman *has faid,
and faid I think but once, and that very flightly
{whatever his original demand for a plan might
feem to require) that ¢ there are abufes in the
¢« Company’s government.” If that were all, the
fcheme of the mover of this bill, the fcheme of
his learned friend, and his own fcheme of refor-
mation (if he has any) are all equally needlefs.
There arey and muft be, abufes in all govern-
ments. It amounts to no more than a nugatory
propofition. -But Before I confider of what nature
thefe abufes are, of which the gentleman fpeaks
fo very lightly, permit me to recall to your: recol-
lection the map of the country which this abufed
chartered right affeéts. This I fhall do, that you

® Mr, Pitt. .
may
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may judge whether in that map I can Jifcover
any thing like the firt of my conditions ; that
is, Whetner the obje@ affeted by the abufe of
the Eaft India Company’s power be of imspor-

tance fuflicient. to julify the meafure and means

of refarm applied to.igin this bill. ‘
With very few, and thofe ipconfiderable inter-
vals, the Britith dominign, cither. in the Company’s
namey oF in- ghe names of princes abfolutely de-
pendent upen the Company, gxjends from the
mountains that..feparate India from Tartary, to
Cape Comorip, that is, one-andytwenty degrees of

latude } -

In the northern parts it'is a folid mafy -

of land, about eight hundred miles in lenggh,
and four of five hundred broad.  As yop gg
fouthward, it becomes parrower far a fpace. ﬁg
afterwards dilates ; but narrower. or “broader,
you - poffefs the whole eaftern and north-eaftern
coaft of that vaft country, quite from the borders
of Pegu. —-Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, with
Benares (ngw unfortunately in our immediate
pofleflion) meafure 161,978 {quare Englifh mjjes §
a territory confiderably larger shap the whole
kingdom of France. Oude, with its dependent
provinces, is 53,286 fquare miles, not a greap
: deal lefs than England. The Carnatic, wix
Tanjour and the Circars, is 65,948 fquare miles,
very confiderably larger than England’; and the
whele of the Company’s dominion comprehending
Bombay and Salfette, smounts to 281,412 fquare
miles ; which forms a territory larger than any
Eucopean dominion, Ruffia and Turkey excepted.
Through all that vaft extenc of country there is

not a man who eats a mouthful of rice but by -

_permiffion of the Eaft {india-Company. s
e, o
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~ "Sofar with regard to the extent, - The popu-
lation -of this great empire is not eafy to be
calculated. When the countries, ‘of  which it
is compofed, ' came " into our, pofleflion, they
were a]r eminently .peopled, and eminently pro-
ductive; though at that time confiderably de-
clined from ‘their antient profperity. “But fince
they are come into our hands l—————! How-
cver -if we take the period of.our ¢ftimate im-
mediately before the utter defolation. of ‘the Car-
natic, and if .we allow for the havoc which -our
government had even then made in thefe regions,
we cannot,.in.my opinion, rate -the population ac
. much lefs than thirty millions of fouls; ‘more
than four times the number of perfons in the
ifland-of Great Britain.’ . o
My next enquiry. to that of the number, is the
quality and defcription of the inhabitants, This
multitude of men does not confift of an abje&
and barbarous populate; much lefs of gangs of
favages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who
wander on the wafte -borders of the' river of
Amazons, or the Plate ;5 but a people for ages
civilized and cultivated; cultivated by all the
ants of polifhed life, whillt we were yet in' the
woods, There, have been (and ftill the fkeletons
femain) princes once of great dignity, -authority,
and opulence. There, are to be found the chiefs
of tribes and nations. There is to be found 'an
. .antient and venerable pricfthood, the depofitory
of their laws, learning, and hiftory, ‘theé guidés
of the people whillt livipg, and their cogfolatioh
in death ;. a nobility .of great antiquity and re-
_mown ; a. mulitude of gities, not exceeded in
. population 3nd- trade by-thofe of the firft clafs
in Eugope ; merchants and bankers, indi}v‘id;‘i‘:l
~ houfes
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houifes of whom have once vied in capital with
the Bank of England; whofe credit had often

fupported a tottering ftate, and preferved - their
governments in the midft of war and defolation ;

millions “of ingenious manufa&urers and me-.

chanicks ; millions of the moft diligent, and not
the leaft intelligent, tillers of the earth, Here
are to be found almoft all the religions profefied
by men, the Bramincal, the Muflulmen, the
Eaftern and the Weftern Chriftians. ’

If I were to take the whole aggregate of our
poffeflions there, I fhould compare it, as the

neareft patrallel 1 can find, with the empire of

Getmany. Our immediate pofleffions I fhould
compare with the Auftrian dominions, and they
would not fuffer in the comparifon. ‘The Nabob

of Oude might ftand for the King of Pruffia;

the Nabob of Arcot I would compare, as fu-
perior in territory, and equal in revenue, to the
Elector of Saxony. Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of
Bepares, might well rank with the Prince of
Hefle at leaft; and the Raiah of Tanjore (though
hardly equal in extent of dominion, fuperior
in revenue) to the Ele@or of Bavaria.- The
Polygars and the northern Zemindars, and other
‘great chiefs, might well clafs with the reft of -the
%rinces, Dukes, Counts, Marquiffes, and Bifhops
in the empire; all of whom 1 mention to- ho-
nour, and furely without difparagement to any or
all of thofe moft refpectable princes and gran-
dees. o : ‘
All this vaft mafs, compofed of fo many orders
and claffes of men, is again infinitely diverfified by
manners, by religion, by hereditary employment,
through all their poffible combinations.  This

renders the handling of India & matter in an
) high
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high degree critical and delicate. Butoh! it has
been handled rudely indeed. Even fome of the
reformers feem to have forgot that they had any
thing to do but to regulate the tenants of a -
manor, or-the fhopkeepers of the next county

town. \
It is an empire of this extent, of this compli-
, cated nature, of this dignity and importance,
that I have compared to Germany, and the Ger-
man government ; not for an exact refemblance,
but as a fort of a middle term, by which India
might be approximated to our underftandings,
and if poffible to our feelings ; in order to awaken
fomething of fympathy for the unfortunate na-
tives, of which I am afraid we are not perfeétly
fufceptible, whilft we. look at this very remote

,objeég through a falfe and cloudy medium.
My fecond condition, neceffary to juftify me in
‘touching the charter, is, Whether the Company’s.
abufe of their truft, with regard to this great ob-
jet, be an abufe of great atrocity. 1fhallbegyour

A gcrmiﬂion to confider their conduét in two lights ;

rit the political, and then the commercial.
~ ‘Their political condué& (for diftin&nefs) I divide
again into two heads; the external, in which I
mean to comprehend their conduét in their federal
capacity, as it relates to powers and ftates inde-
pendent, or .that not' long fince were fuch; the
other internal, namely their condu to the coun-
trics either immediately fubjet to the Company,
_or to thofe who, under the apparent government
.of native fovereigns, are in a ftatc much lower,
and much more miferable, than common fub-
© jection, ' o
The attention, Sir, which I with to preferve to
method will not be confidered as unneceffary or
- affeéted.
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affe@ed. Nothing elfe can help.me to felection
out of the infinite mafs of materials which have
paffed under my eye; or can keep my mind fteady
to the great leading points I have in view.
" With regard therefore to the abufe of the ex-
ternal federal truft, I engage myfelf to you to
make good thefe three pofitions :—Firft, 1 fay,
that from Mount Imaus, (or whatever elfe you call
that large range of mountains that walls the
‘northern frontier of India) where it touches us in
‘the latitude of twenty-nine, to Cape Comorin, in
the latitude of eight, that there is not a fingle
prince, ftate, or potentate, great or fmall, in In-
‘dia, with whom they have come into contact,whom
they have not fold. 1 fay fo/d, though fometimes
they have not been able to deliver according to
their bargain.—Secondly, I fay, that there is not a
Jingle treaty they have ever made, which they have
not broken.—Thirdly, I fay, that there is not a
fingle prince or ftate, who ¢éver put any truft in
.the Company, who is not utterly ruined; and
that none are in any degree fecure or flourifhing,
but in the exaé proportion to their fettled dif_triﬁ!:
and irreconcil¢able enmity to.this pation. -
Thefe aflertions are univerfal, ' 1 fay in the full

- fenfe umjverfal. " They régard the ‘external .and

political truft only ; but I fhall ‘produce othets
fully équivalent, in fhé ingernal, 'For the prefent,
I thall content myfelf with explainigg my mean-
ing ; and,if 1'am calied on for grqbf whilft thefe
btﬁs are depending’(which I believe I fhall not)
1 will put my’ finger ‘on the "Appendixes to the -
Repotts, or on papers of récord in'the Houfe, ‘or
the Committées, 'which Ihave Hiftin&ly prefent to
my memory, and which I thipk [ can lay before
you at half an hour’s warning. - o

7 - The
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The firft potentate fold by the Company for
money was the Great Mogul—the defcendant of
Tamerlane, This high perfonage, as high as hu-
man veneration can look at, is by every account
amiable in his manners, refpectable for his piety
according to his mode, and accomplifhed in all thé
Oriental literature. Al this, and the title derived
under his charter, to all that we hold in India,
could not fave him from the general fale. Mo-
ney is coined in his name; In his name jufltice is
adminiftered ; He is prayed for in évery temple
thxgugh the countries we poffefs—But he was
fold.

It is impoffible, Mr. Speaker, not to paufe heré
for a moment, to reflect on the inconftancy of
human greatnefs, and the ftupendous revolutions
that have happened in our age of wonders.
Could it be believed, when I entered into exiftencé;

or when you, a younger man, were born, that oii

this day, in this Houfe, we fhould be employed
in difcufling the conduét of thofe Britith fubjeéts
who had difpofed of the power and perfon of thé
Grand Mogul? This is no idle fpeculation.
Awful leffons are taught by it, and by other

events, of which it is not yet too late to profit.

This is hardly a digreffion ; but I return to the
fale of the Mogul. Two diftriéts, Corah and
Allahabad, out of his immenfe grants, were re-
ferved as a royal demefne to the donor of 2
kingdom, and the rightful fovereign of fo miany

" nations, — After withholding the tribute of

£.260,000a year, which the Company was, by the
charter they had received from this prince, under
the moft folemn obligation to pay, thefe diftriéts
were fold to his chief minifter Sujah ul Dowlah ;
and, what may appear to fome the worft part }?f

: ' C. - the
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the tranfa&ion, thefe two diftris were fold for
fcarcely two years purchafe. The defcendant of
Tamerlane now ftands in need almoft of the com-
mon neceflarjes of life ; and in this fituation we dg.
not even allow him, as bounty, the {malleft portion
of what we owe him in juftice.

The next fale was that of the whole nation of
the Rohillas, which the grand falefman, without a-
pretence of quarrel, and contrary to his own de-
clared fenfe of duty and retitude, fold to the
fame Sujah ul Dowlah. He fold the people to
utter extirpation, for the fum of four hundred
thoufand pounds. Faithfully was the bargain per-
formed upon our fide. Hafiz Rhamet, the moft
eminent of their chiefs, one of the braveft men of
his time, and as famous throughout the Eaft for
the elegance of his literature, and the fpirit of his
poetical compofitions (by which he fupported the
name of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded
with an army of an hundred thoufand men, and
an Englith brigade. This man, at the head of
inferior forces, was flain valiantly fighting for his
country. His head was cut off, and delivered for
money to a barbarian. His wife and children,
perfons of that rank, were feen begging an handful
of rice through the Englith camp. The whole
nation, with inconfidérable exceptions, was flaugh-
tered or banithed. The country was laid wafte with
fire and fword ¥ and that land diftinguithed above
moft others, by the chearful face of paternal
. government and protected labour, the chofen feat

of cultivation and plenty, is now almoft through-
~out a dreary defart, covered with rufhes and
briars, and jungles full of wild beafts.
.~ The Brtith officer who commanded in the
delivery of the people thus fold, felc fome
T compungtion
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compun&ion at his employment. He.reprefented
thefe enormous excefles to the prefident of Ben-

~gal, for which he received a fevere reprimand

from the civil*governor; and I much daubt
whether the breach caufed by the conflict, between
the compaffion of the military and the firmnef(s of
the civil governor, be clofed at this hour. :

In Bengal, Seraja Dowla was fold to Mir Jaffier;
Mir Jaffier was fold to Mir Coffim; and Mir Cof-
fim was fold to Mir Jaffier again. The fucceflion
to Mir Jaffier was fold to his eldeft fon ;—another
fon of Mir Jaffier,-Mobarech ul Dowla, was fold
to his ftep-mother—The Maratta empire was fold
to Ragoba ; and Ragoba was fold and delivered
to the Peilhwa of the Marattas. Both Ragoba
and the Peithwa of the Marattas were offered to
fale to the Rajah of Berar.. Scindia, the chief of
Malva, was offered to fale to the fame Rajah;
and the Subah of the Decan was fold to the great
trader Mahomet Ali, Nabob of Arcot. To the
fame Nabob of Arcot they fold Hyder Ali and
the kingdom of Myfore. - To Mahomet Ali they
twice fold the kingdom of Tanjore. To the
fame Mahomet Ali they fold at leaft twelve fove-
reign princes, called the Polygars. But to keep
things even, the territory of Tinnivelly, belong.
ing to their Nabob, they would have fold to the
Ducch; and to conclude the account of fales,
their great cuftomer, the Nabob of Arcot himifelf,
and his lawful fucceffion, has been fold to his

-fecond fon, Amir ul Omrah, whofe charaler,

views, and condu&, are in the accounts upon
your table._ It remains with you whether they
fhall finally perfe&t this laft bargain,

All thefe bargains and fales were regularly at-
tended with the wafte and havoc of the country,
always by the buyer, and fometimes by the

o C 2 objet
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obje& of the fale, - This was explained to you by
the Honourable mover, when he ftated the mode
of paying debts due from the country powers to
the Company. An Honourable gentleman, who is
not now in his place, objeéted to his jumping
near two thoufand miles for an example. But
the fouthern example is perfetly applicable
to the northern claim, as the northern is to the
fouthern;—for, throughout the whole fpace of
thefe two thoufand miles, take your ftand where
you will, the proceeding is perfectly uniform, and
what is done in one part will apply exaétly to the
other., .

My fecond affertion is, that the Company never
has madé a treaty which they have not broken.
‘This pofition is fo conneéted with that of the fales
of provinces and kingdoms, with the negotiation
of univerfal diftraction in every part of India, that
a very minute detail may wcl}' be fpared on this
poin;. It has not yet been contended, by any
¢nemy to the reform, that they have obferved
any public agreement. When I hear that they
have done fo in any one inftance (which hitherto,
1 confefs, I never heard alledged) 1 fhall fpeak to
the particular treaty. The governor general has
even amufed himfelf and the Court of Direors
in a very fingular letter to that board, in which he
admits he has not been very delicate with regard
to public faith; and he goes fo far as to ftate &
regular eftimate of the fums which the Compan
would have loft, or never acquired, if the rigii
ideas of public faith entertained by his colleagues
had been obferved. * The learned gentleman over

~ againft me has indeed faved me much trouble.
On 2 former occafion he obtained no {mall credit,
£at the clear and forcible manner in which he

® Mr. Dundas, Lord Advocate of Scetland..
-~ ftateck
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ftated what we have not forgot, and 1 hope he
has not. forgot, that univerfal fyftematic breach
of treatics which had made the Britith faith pro-
verbial in the Eaft.

It only remains, Sir, for me juft to recapitu-
late fome heads.—The treaty with the Mogul,
by which we ftipulated to pay him £. 260,000
annvally, was broken. This treaty they have
broken, and not paid him a fhilling. They
broke their treaty with him, in which they fti-
pulated to pay [. 400,000 a year to the Soubah:
of Bengal. They agreed with the Mogul, for
fervices admitted to have been performed, to- pay-
Nudjif Cawn a penfion. They broke. this ar~
ticle with the reft, and ftopped alfo this fmall
penfion. ‘Bhey broke their treaties with the
Nizam, and with Hyder Ali. As to the Ma-
rattas, they had fo many- crofs treaties with the
States General of that nation, and with each of
the chiefs, that' it was notorious, that no one of
thefe agreements could be kept without grofsly:
violating the reft. It was obferved, that if the
terms of thefe feveral treaties had been kept,
two Britith armies would at one and the fame
time have met in the field to cut cach other’s
throats. The wars which defolate ‘India, origi-
nated from a moft atrocious violation of public
faith on our part, ' In the midft of profound
peace, the Company’s troops invaded the Ma-
ratta territories, and furprifed the ifland and
fortrefs. of Salfette. The Marattas neverthelefs
yielded to a treaty of peace, by which folid ad-
vantages were procured to the Company. But
this treaty, like every other treaty, was foon
violated by the Company. Again- the Coms
pany invaded the Maraua dominions. - The
difater that cnfued gave occafion to a new

C3 treaty.
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treaty, The whole army of the Company
was obliged, in effe®, to furrender to this
injured, becrrayed, and infulted people. Juftly
irritated however, as they were, the terms which
they prefcribed were reafonable and moderate 3
and their treatment of their captive invaders, of
the moft diftinguithed humanity. But the hu-
manity of the Marattas was of no power what-
foever to prevail on the Company to attend
to the obfervance of .the terms dictated by
their moderation. The war was renewed with
greater vigour than ever; and fuch was their in-
fatiable luft of plunder, that they never would
have given ear 10 any terms of peace, if Hyder
Ali had not broke through the Gauts, and rufhing
like a torrent into the Carnatic, {wept away every
thing in his career. This was in confequence of
that confederacy, which by a fort of miracle united
the. moft difcordant powers for our deftruction,
as a nation in which no other could put any truft,
and who were the declared enemies of the human
fpecies. .
It is very remarkable, that the late comtroverfy
between the feveral-prefidencies, and between
them and the Court of Diretors, with relation to
thefe wars and treaties, has not been, which of
the parties might be defended for his fhare in
them ; but on which of the parties the guilt of
all this load of perfidy fhould be fixed. Butlam
content to admit all thefe proceedings to be per-
feCtly regular, to be full of honour and good
faith ; and wifh to fix your attention folely to that
fingle tranfa&ion which the advocates of this fyf-
tem fele&t for fo tranfcendant a merit as to cancel
the guilt of all the reft of their proceedings; I
mean the late treaties with the Maraggas.
1 make no obfervation on the total ceffion of
' - territory,
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territory, by which they furrendered all they had
obtained by their unhappy fucceffes in war, and’
almoft all that they had obtained under the treaty
of Poorunder. The reftitution was proper, if it had
been volunrary and feafonable. Lattach on the fpi-
rit of the treaty, the difpofitions it fhewed, the
provifions it made for a general peace, and the
faith keptwithallies and confederates; in order that
the Houfe may form a judgment, from this chofen
piece, of the ufe which has been made (and is
likely to be made, if things continue in the fame
hands) of the truft of the federal powers of this’
country. ~

It was ‘the with of almoft every Englithman,
that the Maratta peace might lead to a ge-
neral one; becaufe the Maratta war was
only a part of a general confederacy formed
againft us on' account of the univerfal ab-
horrence of our condu& which prevailed in
every ftate and almoft in every houfe in
India. Mr. Haftings was obliged to pretend
fome fort of acquiefcence in this general and ra-
tional defire. E?c therefore confented; in‘order ta
fatisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, that
an article fhould be inferted to admit Hyder
Ali to accede to the pacification. But obferve,
Sir, the fpirit of this man {which if it were nos
made manifeft by a thoufand things, and parti- .
cularly by his proceedings with regard to Lord
Macartney) would be fufficiently manifeft by
this—What fort of article, think you does he re-
Guire this effential head of a folemn treaty of ge-
neral pacification to be? In his inftruttion to
Mr. Anderfon, he defires him to admit ¢ a vague
¢ article” in favour of Hyder. Evalion and
fraud were the declared bafis of the treaty. Thefe
vague articles, intended for a more vague per-
: Cs ~ formance,
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formance, are the things which have damned our
reputation in India,

Hardly was this vague arncle inferted, tban,
without waiting for any at on the part of Hydcr,

Mr. Haftings enters into a negociation with the . .

Maratta Chief, Scindia, for a partition of the ter-
ritories of the prince who was one of the objects
to be fecured by the treaty. He was to be par-
‘celled out in three parts—one to Scindia ; one to
the Peifhwa of the Marattas ; and the thlrd to
the Eaft India Company, or to (the old dealer
and chapman) Mahomet Ali.

‘During the formation of this prolc& Hyder
dies; and before his fon could take any one ftep,
either to conform to the tenour of the article, or
' to contravene it, the treaty of partition is renewed
on the old footing, and an inftruction is fent to
Mr. Anderfon to conclude it in form.

A circumftance intervened, during the pen-
dency of this negociation, to fet off the good faith
of the Company with an additional brilliancy,
and to make it fparkle and glow with a variety

of fplendid faces. General Matthews had re-

duced that moft valuable part of Hyder’s do-
minions called the Country of Biddenore. 'When
the news reached Mr. Haftings he inftruéted
Mr. Anderfon to contend for an alteratlon in the

treaty of partition, and to take the Biddenore

country out of the common ftock which was
to be divided, and to keep it for the Com-
© pany.

The firft ground for this variation was its
being a feparate conqueft made before the treaty
had actually taken place. Here was a new proof
given of the fairnefs, equity, and moderation, of
the Company, But the fecond of Mr, Haftings’s

reafons for retaining the Biddenore as a feparate

portion,

-/
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pertion, and_his. conduct on that fecond ground,
is ftill more remarkable. "He afferted that that
country could not be put into the partition ftack,
becaufe General Matthews had received it on the
terms of fome convention, which might be in-
compatible with the partition propofed. This
was a reafon in itfelf both honourable and folid ;
and it thewed a regard to.faith fomewhere, and
with fome perfons. But in order to demonftratg
his utter, contempt, of the plighted faith which
was alledged on one part as a reafon for de-
parting from it on another, and to prove bis im-
petuous defire for fowing a new was, even in the
prepared foil of a %cneral pacification, he directs
Mr. Anderfon, if he fhould find ftrong difficul-
ties impeding the partition, on the fcore of the -
fubtraction of Biddenore, wholly to abandon that
claim, and to conclude the treaty on the original
terms. General Matthews’s convention was Juﬁ:
brought forward fufficiently to demonftrate to
the Marattas the flippery hold which they had on
~ their new confederate; on the other hand that con-
vention being xnﬂ:antly abandoned, the people of
India were taught, that no terms on which they
can furrender to the Company are to be re-
garded, when farther conquefts are in view.

Next, Sir, let me bring before you the pious
care that was taken of our allies under that treaty
which is the fubje&t of the Company’s applaufes,
“Thefe allies were Ragonaut Row, for whom we
had engaged to find a throne ; the Guickwar,
(one of the Guzerat princes) who was to be. eman.
cipated from the Maratta authority, and to grow
great by feveral acceffions of dominion ; and laftly,
the Rana of Gohud, with whom we had entered
into a treaty of partition for ecleven fixteenths of
our joint: conquefts, Some of thefe ineftimable

fecurities,
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fecurities, called wague articles, were inferted in
favour of them all. ‘

As to the firft, the unhappy abdicated Pefhwa,.

and pretender to the Maratta throne, Ragonaut
Row, was. delivered up to his people, with an
- article for fafety, and fome provifion. This man,
knowing how little vague the hatred of his
* countrymen was towards him, and well apprifed
of what black crimes he ftood accufed (among
which our invafion of his country would not ap-
pear the leaft) took a mortal alarm at the fecurity we
had provided for him. He was thunderftruck at
the article in his favour, by which he was furren-
dered to his enemies. He never 'had the leaft
notice of the treaty ; and it was apprehended that
he would fly to the proteétion of Hyder Ali, or
fome other, difpofed or able to proteét him. He
was therefore not left without comfort; for-Mr.
Anderfon did him the favour to fend a fpecial
meffenger, defiring him to be of good cheer.and
to fear nothing. And his old enemy, Scindia, at
our requeft, fent him a meflage equally well cal-
culated to quiet his apprehenfions,

By the fame treaty the Guickwar was to come
again, with no better fecurity, under the dominion
of the-‘Maratta ftate. As to the Rana of Gohud,
a long negotiation depended for giving him up.
At firft this was refufed by Mr. Haftings with
great indignation ; at another ftage it was ad-

mitted as proper, becaufe he had thewn himfelf a

moft perfidious perfon. But at length a method
- of reconciling thefe extremes was found out, by
contriving one of the ufual articles in his favour.
What I believe will appear beyond all belief, Mr.
Anderfon exchanged the final ratifications of that
treaty by which the Rana was nominally fecured
in his pofleflions, in the camp of the Mararta

chief,

ol .
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thief, Scindia, whillt he was:(really, and not
nominally) battering the caftle of Gualior, which
we had given, agreeably to treaty, to this de-
luded ally, Scindia had already reduced the
town; and was at the very time, by various detach-
ments, reducing, one after another, the fortreffes of
our protected ally, as well as in the a&t of chaftifing
all the Rajahs who had affifted Colonel Camac in
his'invafion. I havefeen in a letter from Calcutta,
that the Rana of Gohud’s agent would have re-

prefented thefe hoftilities (which went hand in -

hand with the prote@ing treaty) to Mr. Haftings ;
but he was not admirted to his prefence.

In this manner the Company has atted with
their allies in the Maratta war. But -they did
not reft here: the Marattas were fearful left the
perfons delivered to them by that treaty -fhould
attenpt to efcape into the Britifh territories, and
thus might elude the punifhment intended for
them, and by reclaiming the treaty, might ftir
up new difturbances. To prevent this, they de-
fired an article to be inferted in the fupplemental
treaty, to which they had the ready coanfent of

Mr. Haftings and the reft of the Company’s .

reprefentatives in Bengal. It was this, ¢« That
¢ the Englifh and Maratta governménts mutual.
< ly agree not to afford refuge to any chiefs,
« merchants, or other perfons, flying for protec-
¢« tion to the territories of the other.” This
was readily affented to, and affented to without
any exception whatever, in favour of our fur-
rendered allies. On their part a reciprocity was
ftipulated which was not unnatural for a govern-
ment like the Company’s to afk; a government,
confcious that many fubje&s had been, and would
in future, be driven to fly from its jurifdittion.
To complete the fyflem of pacific intention
. and

i,
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and public faith, which predominate in thefe tréa-
ties, . Mr. Haftings fairly refolved to put all
peace, except on the terms of abfolute con+
queft, wholly out of his own power. For, by ai
article in this fecond treaty with Scindia, be binds
the Company not to make any peace with Tippoo
Saheb, without the confent of the Peithwa of
the Marattas ; and binds Scindia to him by a reci-
procal engagement. The treaty between France
and England obliges us mutually to withdraw our
forces, if our allies in India do not accede to the
peace within four months; Mr. Haftings’s treaty
obliges us to continue the war as long as the
Peithwa thinks fit. ‘We are now in that: happy
fituation, that the breach of the treaty with France,
or the violation of that with the Marattas, is
inevitable; and we have only to take our
chaice. :

My third affertion, relative to the abufe made
of the right of war and peace is, that there are
none who have ever confided in us who have
not been utterly ruined. The examples I have
given of Ragonaut Row, of Guickwar, of the
Ranah of Gohud, are recent, There is proof more
than enopgh in the condition of the Mogul; in
the flavery and indigence of the Nabob of Oudes
the exile of the Rajah of Benares ; the beggary of
the Nabob of Bengal; the undone and captive
condition.of the Rajah and kingdom of Tanjour;
the deftruction of the Polygars; and laftly, in the
deftru@ion of the Nabob of Arcot himfelf, who-
when his dominions were invaded. was found ens
tirely deftitute of troops, provifions, ftores, and

*(as- he afferts) of money, being a million in debt

to the Company, and four millions to others: the
many millions which he had extorted from fa
many extirpated princes and their defolated coun-

‘ trics
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tries having (as he has frequently hinted) been ex-
pended for the ground-rent of his manfion-houfe
in an alley in the fuburbs of Madras. Cempare
the condition of all thefe princes with the power
and autbority of all the Maratta ftates; with the
independence and dignity of the Soubah of the De-
" ¢an; and the mighty ftrength, the refources, and the
manly ftruggle of Hyder Ali; and then the Houfe
will difcover the effects, on every power inIndia,
of an eafy confidence, or of a rooted dl&ru{t in
the faith of the Company.

Thefe are fome of my reafons, grounded on the
abufe of the external political truft of that body,

o ——————

for thinking myfelf not only juftified but bound

to declare againft thofe chartered rights which
produce fo many wrongs. I fhould deem myfelf
the wickedeft of men, if any vote of mine could
contriburte to the continuanee of fo greatan evil,
Now, Sir, according to the plan I propofed, I
fhall take notice of the Company’s internal go-
vernment, as it is exercifed firft on the dependent
provinces, and then as it affects thofe under the
direct and immediate authorlty of that body.
And here, Sir, before I enter into the fpiric of
_their interior government, permit me to obferve to
you, upon a few of the many lines of difference
which -are to be found between the vices of the
Company’s government, and thofe of the con-
querors who preceded us in India; that we may
be enabled a little the better to fee our way in an
attcmpt to the neceffary reformation.
The feveral irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and
Pcrﬁans, into- India were, for the greater part,
ferocious, bloody, and wafteful in the extreme:

.~ aur entrance into the dominion of that country
was, as generally, with fmall comparative effufion:

of blood ;. being mtroduccd by various frauds
I : and
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and delufions, and by taking advantage of the
ihcurable, blind, and fenfelefs animofity, which
the feveral country powers bear towards each other,
~ rather than by open force. But the difference in

favour of the firft conquerors is this; the Afiatic
conquerors very foon abated of their ferocity, be-
caufe they made the conquered country their
own. They rofe or fell with the rife or fall of
the territory they lived in. Fathers there de-
pofited the hopes of their pofterity ; and chil-
dren there beheld the monuments of their fathers.
Here their lot was finally caft; and it is the natu-
ral wifh of all, that their lot thould not be caft in
abad land. Poverty, fterility, and defolation, are
not a recreating profpect to the eye of man; and
there are very few who can bear to grow old
among the curfes of a whole people. If their
paflion or their avarice drove the Tartar lords to
a&s of rapacity or tyranny, there was time enough,
even in the fhort life of man, to bring round the
ill effects of an abufe of power upon the power
itfelf. If hoards were made by violence'and ty-
ranny, they were ftill domeftic hoards; and do-
metftic profufion, or the rapine of a more powerful
and prodigal hand, reftored themr fo the people,
With many diforders, and with few political
checks upon power, Nature had ftill fair play;
the fources of acquifition were not dried up; and
therefore the trade, the manufactures, and the com-
merce of the country flourithed. Even avarice
and ufury itfelf optrated, both for the prefervation

and the employment of national wealth. The

hufbandman and manufa&urer paid heavy intereft,
but then they augmented the fund from whence

they were again to borrow. Their refources were

dearly bought, but they were fure ; and the gene-
ral ftock of the community grew by the general

cffort.
7 But

-
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maming as an exception.
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But under the Englith government all this or-
der is reverfed. The Tartar invafion was mif-
chievous; but it is our protection that deftroys -
India., It was their enmity, but it is our friend-
fhip. Our conqueft there, after twenty years, is
as crude as it was the firft day. The natives
fcarcely know what it is to fee the grey head of -
an Englifhman. - Young men (boys almoft) go-
vern there, without fociety, and without fympathy
with the natives. They have no more focial ha-
bits with the people, than if they ftill refided in
England ; nor indeed any fpecies of intercourfe
but that which is neceflary to making a fudden’
fortune, with a view to a remote fettlement.
Animated with all the avarice of age, and all the
impetuofity of youth, they roll in one after ano-
ther; wave after wave; and there is nothing be- -

~ fore the eyes of  the natives but an endlefs, hope-

lefs profpet of new flights of birds of prey and
paflage, with appetites continually renewing for a
food that is continually wafting. Every rupee
of profit made by an Englithman is loft for ever
to India. With us are no retributory fuperfti-

tions, by which a foundation of charity compen-

fates, through ages, to the poor, for the rapine and
injuftice of a day. With us no pride ere@s
ftately monuments which repair the mifchiefs
which pride had produced, and which adorn a
country out of its own fpoils. England has

‘ere&ted no churches, no hofpitals®, no palaces, no
- fchools ; England has built no bridges, made no
_ high roads, cut no navigations, dug out no

refervoirs. Every other conqueror of every other

~ defeription has left fome monument, either of ftate

® The paltry foundation at Calcutta is ‘fcuccly worth

or
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or beneficence, behind him. Were we to be
driven out of India this day, nothing would
remain, to tell that it had been poffefled, during
the inglorious period of our dominion, by any
thing better than the ouran-outang or the tiger.
There is nothing in the boys we fend to India
worfe than the boys whom we are whipping at
fchool, or that we fee trailing a pike, or bending
over a defk at home. But as Englith youth
in India drink the intoxicating draught of au-
thority and dominion before their heads are able
to bear it, and as they are full grown in fortune
long before they are ripe in principle, neither
nature nor reafon have any opportunity to ex-
ert themfelves for remedy of the exceffes of
their premature power. The confequences of
their condu&, which in good minds, (and many
of theirs are probably fuch) might produce
penitence or amendment, are. unable to purfue

the rapidity of their flight. Their prey is lodged -

in England ; and the cries of India are given to
feas and winds, to be blown about, in every break-
ing.up of the monfoon, over a remote and un-
hearing ocean. In India all the vices operate by
which fudden fortune is acquired; in England
are often difplayed, by the fame perfons, the vir-
tues which difpenfe hereditary wealth, Arrived
in England, the deftroyers of the nobility and
gentry of a whole kingdom will find the beft
company in this nation, at a board of elegance and
hofpitality. Here the manufaturer and huf-
bandman will blefs the juft and pun&ual hand,
that in India has torn the cloth from the loom, or
wrefted the fcanty portion of rice and falt from
the peafant of Bengal, or wrung from him the
- very opium in which he forgot his oppreflions and
~ his oppreflor, They marry into your families;

- ’ they

o ——— e
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they enter into your fenate ; they eafe your eftates
by loans ; they raife their value by demand ;
they cherith and protet your relations which lie
heavy on your patronage; and there is fcarcely
an houfe in the kingdom that does not feel fome
concern and intereft that makes all reform of
our eaftern government appear officious and dif-
gufting ; and, on the whole; a moft difcouraging
attempt.  In fuch an attempt you hurt thofe who
are able to return kindnefs or to refent injury.
If you fucceed, you fave thofewho cannot fo much
as give you thanks, All thefe things fhew the
difficulty of the work we have on hand: but they
fhew iss neceflity too. Our Indian government

, is in its beft ftate a grievance. It is neceffary

that the corredives fhould be uncommonly vi-
gorous; and the work of men fanguine, warm,
and even impaffioned in the caufe. Butit is an
arduous thing to plead againft abufes of a power
which originates from your own country, and
affects thofe whom we are uled to confider as
ftrangers. '

I fhall certainly endeavour to modulate myfelf
to this temper ; though I am fenfible chat a cold
ftyle of defcribing actions which appear to me in
a very affecting light, is equally contiary to the
juftice due to the people, and to all gerivine hu-
man feelings about them. I afk pardon of truth
and nature for this compliance. ButI fhall be very
fparing of epithets cither to perfons or things., It
has been faid (and, with regard to one of them,
with truth) thac Tacitus and Machiavel, by their
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have in
fome fort appeared not to difapprove them;
that they feem a fort of profeffors of the art of
tyranny, and that they corrupt the minds of their
readers by not cxprefling the deteftation and
horror that naturally belong to horrible and
: ‘ deteftable
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deteftable proceedings. But we are in ge-
neral, Sir, fo little acquainted with Indian de-
tails ; the inftrumeénts of oppreflion under which
the people fuffer are fo harg to be underftood;
and even the very names of the fufferers are
fo uncouth and ftrange to our ears, that it is
very difficult for our fympathy to fix upon thefe
objects. 1am fure that fome of us have come
down ftairs from the committee-room, with im-
preflions on our minds, whi¢h to us were the
inevitable refults of our difcoveries, yet if we
fhould venture to exprefs ourfelves in the proper
language of our fentiments, to other gentlemen
not at all prepared to enter into the caufe of
them, nothing could appear more harth and dif-
fonant, more viclent and unaccountable, than ous-
language and behaviour. All thefe circumftances
are not, I confefs, very favourable to ‘the idea
of our attempting to govern India at all. Buc
there we are ; there we are placed by the Sove-
reign Difpofer : and we muft do the beft we can in
our fituation. The fituation of man is ‘the pre=
ceptor of.his duty. ‘

Upon the plan which I laid down, and to which
1 beg leave to return, I was confidering the, con-
duct of the Company to ‘thofe nations which are
indiretly fubje¢t to their authority. The moft
confiderable of the dependent princes is the
Nabob of Oude. * My Right Honourable friend,
to whom we owe the remedial bills on your table,
has already pointed out to you, in one of the Re-
ports, the condition of that prince, and as it ftood
m the time he alluded to. . I fhall only add a few
circumftances that may tend to dwaken fome
fenfe of the manner in which the condition of the
people is affeted by that of the prince, and

® Mr. Fox.
involved
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ihvolved inity and to thew you, that wheh we talk
of the fufferings of princes, we do not lament the
oppreflion of individuals 3 and that in thefe cafes
the high and the low fuffer together.

‘In the year 1779 the Nabob of Oude repre-
fented, through the Britith refident at his court,
that the number of Company’s troops ftationed
in his dominions was a main caufe of his diltrefs 3
and that all thofe which he was not bound by
treaty to maintain fhould be withdrawn, as they
had greatly diminifhed his revenue, and impove-
tithed his country, I will read you, if you pleafe;
a few extracts from thefe reprefentations.

He ftates ¢ that the country and cultivdion
¢ are abandoned ; and this year in particular, from
¢ the exceffive drought of the feafon, deduétions
¢ of many lacks having been allowed to the far-
« mers, who are ftill left unfatisfied ;* and then
he proceeds with a long detail of his own diftrefs,
and that of his family, and all his dependants;
and adds, ¢ that the new-raifed brigade is not only
s quite ufelefs to my government, but is more-
<« over the caufe of much lofs, both in revenues and
¢ cuftoms. The detached body of troops ander
«¢ European officers bring nothing but confufion to
< the affairs of my governmment, and are entirely
¢ their own maflers.” Mr. Middleton, Mr, Hat-
tings’s confidential Refident, vouches for the truth
of this teprefentation in its fulleft extent. < [
¢ am concerned to confefs, that there is too good
<« ground for this plea. Zhe misfortune kas been
@ general throughout the wholz of the Vizier's [the
¢« Nabob of Oude] dominions, obvious to every
«-body ; and fo fatal have becn its confequences,
¢t that no perfon, of either credit or charader,
¢ would enter into engagements with government

D2 « for
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¢ for farming the country.” He then proceeds
to give ftrong inftances of the general calamity,
and its effedts. | !
It was now to be feen what fteps the governor
general and council took for the relief of this
diftrefled country, long labouring under the vexa-
tions of men, and now ftricken by the hand of
God. The cafe of a general famine is known to
relax the feverity even of the moft rigorous go-
vernment.—Mr. Haftings does not deny, or fhew
. the leaft doubt of the faét. The reprefentation is
humble, and almoft abject. On this reprefentation
- from a great prince, of the diftrefs of his fubje&s,
Mr. Haftings falls into a violent paffion ; fuch as
(it feems) would be unjuftifiable in any one who
fpeaks of any part of bis condué. He declares
s¢ that the demands, the tone in which they were af-
< ferted, and the fesfon in which they were made, are
¢« allequally alarming, and appear to him to require
<« an adequate degree of firmnefs in this board, in
<« gppofition to them.” He proceeds to deal out
very unreferved language, on the perfon and
chara&er of the Nabob and his minifters, He de-
elares, that in a divifion between him and the
* Nabob, ¢ the firongeft muft decide.” With regard
to the urgent and inftant neceflity, from the
failure of the crogs, he fays, ¢* that perbaps ex-
«¢ pedients may be found for affording a gradual
<¢ relief from the burthen ‘of which he fo heavily
« complains, and it fhall be my endeavour to
¢ feck them out:” and, left he fhould be fuf-
pected of too much hafte to alleviate fufferings,
and to remove violence, he fays, ¢ that thefe
¢ muft be gradually applied, and their complete
¢ effest may be diffant ; and this I conceive is all
“ he can claim of right.”

This
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This completc effe of his lenity is diftant
indeed. Reje@ting this demand (as he calls the
Nabob’s abje& fupphcanon) he attributes it, as

he ufually does all things of the kind, to the di-

vifion in their government; and fays, ¢ this is a
« powerful motive with me (however inclined I
“ might be, upon any other occafion, to yield to fome
¢ part of his demand) to give them an abfolute
“ and uncenditional réfufal upon ‘the prefent;- and
 even 2o bring to punifbment, if my influence can
¢ produce that effei?, thofe incendiaries who baveé
 endeavoured to make themfelves the inflruments
¢« of divifion between us” -

Here, Sir, is much heat and paffion; but no
more confideration of the diftrefs of the country,
from a failure of the means of fubfiftence, and (if
pofiible) the worfe evil of an ufelefs and licentious
foldiery, than if they were the molt contemptible
of all trifles. A letter is written in confequence,
im fuch a ftyle of lofty defpotifm, as I believe has
hitherto been unexampled and unheard of in the
records of the Eaft. The troops were continued.

“The gradual relief, whofe effe¢t was to be fo dif-

tant, has never been fubftantially and beneficially
applied—and the country is ruined,

Mr. Haftings, two years after, when it was
too late, faw the abfolute neceflity of a re-
moval of the intolerable grievance of this licen-

tious foldiery, which, under a preténce of defend-

ing it, held the country under military execution.
A new treaty and arrangement, according to the
pleafure of Mr. Ha(’cmgs, took place; “and this
new treaty was broken in the old manner, in every
effential article. The foldiery were again fent,
and again fet loofe. The effe¢t of all his ‘ma-
ncuvrcs, from which it feems he was fanguine

D3 enough
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enough to entertain hopes, upon the ftate of the
country, he himfelf informs us, ¢ the event has
s¢ proved the rever/e of thefe hopes, and accuma-
¢ lation of difirefs, debafement, and diffatisfaction

#¢ to the Nabob, and difappeintment and difgrace -

¢ 20 me.—~—Every meafure [which he had himfelf
propofcd] has been fo comdufied as to give him

¢ caufe of difpleafure ; there are no officers efta-
¢ blifhed by which his affairs could be regularly
¢« condufted; mean, incapable, and indigent men
¢¢ have been appointed. A number of the difs
s¢ tricts without authority, and without the means

<t of perfonal protetion; fome of them havs.

#¢ been murdered by the Zemindars, and thofe
s« Zemindars, inftead of punifhment, have been
¢ permitted to retain their Zemindaries, with in<
¢ dependent authority ; 4/ the other Zemindars
s¢ fuffered to rife up in rebellion, and t infule
.« the authority of the Sircar, without any at-
“ tempt made to fupprefs them; and the Com-
¢ pany’s deb, inftead of being dxfcharged by the
¢ aflignments and extraordinary fources of money
s¢ provided for that parpofe, is likely to exceed
sc even the amount at which it fiood at the time
¢ in which the arrangement with hbis Excellency
<« was ooncluded.” The Houfe will (mile at the
refource on which the Directors take credit as fuch
@ certainty in their curious account.

This is Mr, Haftings’s own narrative of the
effe@s of his own fettlement. This is the ftate of
the country which we have been told is in perfe&
peace and order ; and, what is curious, he informs
us, that every part of ibis was foretald to bim in the
prder and manner in which it bappened, at the very
time he made his arrangcment of men and mea-
fures. . .
- o The
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' The invariable courfe of the Company’s palicy
is this: Either they fet up fome prince tao
odious to maintain himfelf without the neceffity
of their afliftance ; or they foop render him adious,
by making him the inftrument of their govern-

~-ment.  In that cafe troops are bountifully fent ta

him to maintain his authority, That he fhould
have no. want of afliltance, a civil gentleman,
called a Refident, is kept at his court, who, un-
der pretence of providing duly for the pay of
thefe troops, gets affignments an the revenue into
his hands. .Under his provident management,
debts foon accumulate ; new aflignments are made
for thefe debts ; until, ftep by ftep, the whole re:
venue, and with it the whole power of the coun.
try, is delivered into his hands. The military de
not behold without-a virtuous. emulation the mo-
derate gains of the civil department. They feel
that, in a country driven to habitual rebellion by
the civil government, the military is neceffary ;
and they will not permit their fervices ta go unre-
warded. Tratts of country are delivered aver to
their difcretion. Then it is. found proper. to
convert their commanding officers into farmers of
revenuc. Thus, between the well paid civil, and

_well rewarded military eftablifhment, the fituation

of the natives may be eafily canjectured. The
authority of the regular and lawful government
is every where and in every point extinguifhed.
Diforders and violences arife; they are tepreflfed
by other diforders and other violences, Wherever
the collettors of the revenue, and the farming
colonels and majors move, ruin. is about them,
rebellion before and behind them. The people in
crowds fly out of the country ; and .the frontier is
guarded by lines of troops, not to exclude an

: 4 enemy,
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enemy, buc to prevent the efcape of the inha

bitants, :

By thefe means, in the courfe of not more than
four or five years, this once opulent and flourifh-~
ing country, which, by the accounts given in the
Bengal confultations, yielded more than three crore
of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millions fter-
Ying, annually, is reduced, as faras I can difcover,
in a matter purpofely involved in the utmoft per-
plexity, to lefs than one millipn three hundred
thoufand pounds, and that exaéted by every mode
of rigour that can be devifed. To complete
the bufinefs, moft of the wretched remnants of
this revenue are mortgaged, and delivered into the
hands of the ufurérs at Benares (for there alone
are to be found fome lingering remains of the an-
cient wealth of thefe regions) at an intere(t of near
tbirty per cent. per annum.

The revenues in this manner failing, they
feized upon the eftates of every perfon of emi-

nence in the country, and, under the name of.

refumption, confifcated their property. I wifh,
Sir, to be underftood univerfally and literally,
when I affert, that there is not Jeft one man of
property and fubftance for his rank, in the whole
of thefe provinces, in proviaces which are nearly
the extent of England and Wales taken together.
Not one landholder, not one banker, not one
merchant, not one even of thafe who ufually perith
laft, the witimum moriens in a ruined ftate, no one
tarmer of revenue.

QOne country for a while remained, which ftood
as an ifland in the midft of the grand wafte
- of the Company’s dominion. My Right Honour-

able friend, in his admirable fpeech on moving
the bill, juft touched the fituation, the offences,
and the punithment, of a native prince, called
' ' ‘ Fizulla
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Fizulla Khin,  This man, by policy and force,
had protected himfelf from the general extirpa-
tion of the Rohilla chiefs. He was fecuted (if
that were any fecurity) by a treaty. It was ftated
to you, as it was ftated by the enemies of that
unfortunate man—-¢¢ that the whole of his country
< 75 what the whole country of the Rohillas was,
s¢ cultivated like a garden, without one neglected
s {pot in it.”-—Another accufer fays, ¢ Fyzoolah
¢ Khan though a bad foldier [that is the true
¢ fource of his misfortune] has approved himfelf a
¢ good aumil ; having, it is fuppofed, in the courfe
¢« of a few years, at leaft dowbled the population,
¢¢ and revenue of his country.”—In another part
‘of the correfpondence he is charged with makin
his country an afylum. for the opprefled peafants,
who fly from the territories of Oude. The im-
‘provement of his revenue, arifing from this fingle
crime, (which Mr. Haftings confiders as tanta-
mount to treafon) is ftated at an hundred and
fifty thoufand pounds a year. :
Dr. Swift fomewhere fays, that he who could
make two blades of grafs grow where but one
grew before, was a greater benefattor to the
human race than all the politicians that ever
exifted. This prince, who would have been dei-
-fied by antiquity, who would have. been ranked.
with Ofiris, and Bacchus, and Ceres, and the
divinities moft propitious to men, was, for thofe
very merits, by name attacked by the Company’s
government, as a cheat, a robber, a traitor. In
the fame breath in which he was accufed as a
rebel, he was ordered at once to furnith 5,000
horfe. On delay, or (according to the technical
phrafe, when any remonftrance is made to them)
¢ on evafion,” Le was declared a violator of trea-
ties, and every thing he had was to be taken from
' ' him,
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him.~Not one ward, however, of horfe in -this
treaty, , '

The territory of this Fizulla Khdn, Mr. Speaker,
is Jefs than the county of Norfolk. It is an in.
Jand country, full feven hundred miles from any
fea port, and not diftinguithed for any one cone
fiderable branch of manufacture whatfoever. From
this territory a punétual payment was made to
the Britith Refident of £. 150,000 fterling a year.
The demand of cavalry, without a fhadow or de-
cent pretext of right, amounted to three hundred
thoufgnd a year mare, at the loweft computation ;
and it is ftated, by the laft perfon fent to negotiate,
as a demand of little ufe, if it could be complicd
with ; but that the compliance wad impofible, as
it amounted to more than his territories could
fupply, if there had been no other demand upon
him——four hundred and fifty thoufand pounds
a year from an inland country not fo large as
Norfolk! | -

The thing moft extraordinary was to hear the
culprit defend himfelf from the imputation of his
virtues, gs if they had been the blackeft offences.
He cxtenuated the fuperior cultivation of his
country. He denied its population. He endea-
voured to prove that he had often fent back- the
poor peafant that fought thelter with him.—I can
make no obfervation on this.

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too
fatiguing to you, too difgufting to me, to go
through with, they found ¢ that they ought to be
¢ in a better ftate to warrant forcible. means ;”
they therefore contented themfelves with a grofs
fum of 150,000 pounds, for their prefent demand,
“They offered him ingeed an indemnity from their

‘ - exactions
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exaltions in future, for three hundred thoufand
pounds more. But he refufed to buy their fecu-
rities ; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty :
but if the pleas were not founded, in my opinion
very wifely ; not choofing to deal any more 1n that
dangerous commedity of the Company’s faith;
and thinking it better to oppofe diftrefs and un- .
armed obftinacy to uncoloured exaction, than ta
fubje&t himfelf to be confidered as a cheat, if he
thould make a treaty in the leaft beneficial to him.
felf. Thus they executed an exemplary punifhment
on Fizulla Khdn for the culture of his country,
But, confcious that the prevention of evils is the
great obje& of all good regulation, they deprived
-him of the means of encreafing that criminal cul-
tivation in future, by exhaufting his coffers; and,
that the population of his country fhould no
more be a ftanding reproach and libel on the
Company’s government, they bound him, by a
pofitive engagement, not to afford any fhelter
whatfoever to the farmers and labourers who
fhould feek refuge in his territories, from the
exactions of the Britith Refidents in Oude. When
" they had done all this effectually, they gave him
a full and complete acquittance from all charges
of rebellion, or of any intention to rebel, or of his
having originally had any intereft in, or any
means of rebellion. :
Thefe intended rebellions are one of the Com-
pany’s ftanding refources. When money has
been thought to be heaped up any where, its
owners are univerfally accufed of rebellion, until
they are acquitted of their money and their trea-
fons atonce. The money once taken, all accu-
fation, trial, and punithment ends. It is fo
fettled a refource, that I rather wonder how it
cqomes to be omitted in the DireCtors account
‘ but
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but I take it for granted this omiffion will be
fupplied in their next edition. The Company
ftretched this refource to the full extent, when
they accufed two old women, in the remoteft
corner of India (who'could have no poffible view
or motive to raife difturbances) of being engaged
in rebc]lxon, with an intent to drive out thc
Englith nation in whofe prote&ion, purchafed by
‘money and fecured by treaty, réfted the fole hope
of their exiftence. But the Company wanted
‘money, and the old women muf be guilty of a
plot.  They were accufed of rebellion, and they
'were convicted of wealth. Twice had great fums
been extorted from them, and as often had the
Britith faith guaranteed the remainder. A body
of Britith troops, with one of the military farmers
general at their head, was fent to feizé upon the
caftle in which thefe helplefs women refided.
Their chief eunuchs, who were their agents, their
‘guardians, protectors, perfons of high rank ac-
cording to the Eaftern manners and of great
truft, were thrown into dungeons, to make them
difcover their hidden treafures ; and there they lie
at prefent. The lands affigned for the main-
tenance of the women were feized and confif-
cated. Their jewels and effets were taken, and
fer up to'a pretended auction in. an obfcure place,
and bought at fuch a price as the gentlemen
thought proper to give. No accourt has ever
been  tranfmitted of the articles or produce of
this fale. What money was obtained is un-
known, or what terms were ftipulated for the
maintenance of thefe defpoiled -and forlorn crea-
tures ; for by fome particulars it appears as if an

engagement of the kind was made.
Let me here remark, once for all, that though
the

J

\
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the a& of 1773 requires that an account of all
proceedings fhould be diligently tranfmitted, that
this, like all the other injunétions of the law, is
totally defpifed ;-and that half at leaft of the moft
important papers are intentionally withheld. -

I with you, Sir, to advert particularly, in this
tranfa&tion, to the quality and the numbers of
the perfons {poiled, and the inftrument by whom
that fpoil was made. Thefe ancient matrons
called the Begums or Princefles, were of the
firft birth and quality in India, the one mother,
the other wife, of the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah
Dowlah, a prince poflefled of extenfive and flou-
rithing dominions, and the fecond man in the
Mogul empire. This prince (fufpicious, and not
unjuftly fufpicious, of his fon and fucceffor) at
his death committed his treafures and his fa-
mily to the Britith faith. That family and
bouthold, confifted of zwe thoufand women ;
to which were added two other feraglios of
near kindred, and faid to be extremely nu-
merous, and (as I am well informed) of about
fourfcore of the Nabob’s children, with all the
eunuchs, the ancient fervants, and a multitude
of the dependants of his fplendid court. Thefe
were, all to be provided, for prefent maintenance
and future eftablifhment, from the lands affigned
as dower, and from the treafures which he left
to thefe matrons, in truft for the whole family.

So far as to the objacts of the fpoil. . The
infirument chofen by Mr. Haftings to defpoil
the reli@ of Sujah Dowlah was ber own.ifon,
the reigning Nabob of Oude.- It was the pious
hand ot a fon that was fele¢ted to tear from his
mother and grandmother the provifion of their
age, the maintenance of his brethren, and of

all.



{ 46 )

all the ancient houfehold of his father. [Here
a laugh from fome young members]—The

laugh is feafomable, and the occafion decent and
roper.

. By the laft advices fomething of the fum ex-
torted remained unpaid. The women in de-
fpair refufe to deliver more, unlefs their lands
are reftored and their minifters releafed from
prifon : but Mr. Haftings and his council, fteady
to their point, and confiftent to the laft in their
condu&®, write to the Refident to ftimulate
the fon to accomplith the filial a&s he had
brought fo near to their perfe&tion.—¢ We
s¢ defire,” fay they in théir letter to the Refident
(written fo Jate as March laft) ¢ that you will
<. inform us if any, and what means, have been
« taken for recovering the balance due from
¢«¢ the Begum [Princefs] at Fizabad; and that,
s if neceffary, you recommend it to the Vizier to
s« enforce the moft effeffual means for that pur-
¢ pofe,” ~ ‘

hat their effetual means of enforcing de-
mands on women of high rank and condition
are, I fhall thew you, Sir, in a few minutes;
when I reprefent to you another of thefe plots
and rebellions, which always, in India, though fo
rarely any where clfe, are the offspring of an eafy
condition, and hoarded riches.

Benares is the capital city of the Indian reli-
gion, It is regarded as holy by a particular and
diftinguithed fanétity ; and the Gentls in general
think themfelves as much obliged 'to vifit it once
in their lives as the Mahometans to perform their
pilgrimage to Mecca. By this means that ciz
grew geeat in commerce and opulence; and
sffcitually was it fecured by the pious vcncratior}

" o
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of that people, that in all wars and in all violences
of power, there was fo fure an afylum, both for
poverty and wealth, (as it were under a divine
prote&ion) that the wifeft laws and beft affured
free conftitution could not better provide for the
relief of the one, or the fafety of the other; and
this tranquillity influenced to the greateft degree
the profperity of all the country, and the ‘terri-
tory of which it was the capital. The intereft of
money there was not more than half the ufual rate
in which it ftood in all other places. The reports
have fully informed you of the means and of the
terms in which this city and the territory called
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under
the fovereignty of the Eaft India Company.

If ever there was a fubordinate dominion plea-
fantly circumftanced to the fuperior power, it was
this ; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of two
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds a year, was
paid in monthly inftalments with the punctuality
of a dividend at .the Bank, If ever there was a
prince who could not have an intereft in difturb-
ances, it was its fovereign, the Rajah ‘Cheit Sing.
He was in- poffeffion of the capital of his religion,
and a willing revenue was paid by the devout
people who reforted to him from all parts. His
fovereignty and his independence, except his tri-
bute, was fecured by every tie. His territory was
not much lefs than half of Ireland, and difplayed
in all parts a degree of cultivation, eafe, and plenty,
under his frugal and paternal management, which -
left him nothing to defire, either for honour ér
fatisfa&ion. :

This was the light in which this country ap-
peared to almoft every eye. Buc Mr. Hattings
beheld it atkance, Mr. Haftings tells us that jc

1 - was
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was reporeed of this Cheit Sing, that his father lefe
him a ‘million fterling, and that he made annual
- acceffions to the hoard. Nothing could be fo ob-
noxious to indigent power. So much wealth
could not be innocent. The Houfe is fully ac-
quainted with the unfounded and unjuft requifi-
tions which were made upon this prince. The
queftion has been moft ably and conclufively
eleared up in one of the Reports of the Seleét Com-
mittee, and i@ an an{wer of the Court of Direftors
to an extraordinary publication againft them by
their fervant, Mr. Haftings., But I mean to pafs
by thefe exalions, as if, they were perfectly juft
and regular; and, having admitted them,
take what I fhall now trouble you with, only as 1t
ferves so fhew the fpirit of the Company’s govern-
ment, the mode in which it is carried on, and the
maxims oo which it proceeds.

Mr. Haftings, from whom I take the do&rine,
endeavours to prove that Cheit Sing was no fo-
vereign prince; but a mere Zemindar or common
fubje&, holding land by rent. If this be granted
to him, it is next to be feen under what terms he
is of opinion fuch a land-holder, that is a Britifh
fubject, holds his life and property under the
Company’s government. It is proper to under-
ftand well the dcétrines of the perfon whofe ad-
miniftration has lately received fuch diftinguifhed
approbation from the Company. His doétrine is

—=¢ that the Company, or the per/on delegated by it,

¢ holds an abfolute authority over fuch Zemindars 3.

¢ —that he [fuch a fubject] owes an implicit and

« mmferwd obedience “to ‘its authority, at the

‘¢ forfeiture even of his Jife and property, at the

, ¢ DrscreTION of thofe who held or fully reprefented

¢¢ the fovereign authority ;—and that zke/e rights

¢ are fully dclcgated #0 bim Mr. Haftings.” Such
uc
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Suth is a Britith governor’s idea of the condia
tion of a great Zemindar holding under a Britith
authority ; and this kind of authority he fuppofes
fully delegated to bim ; though no fuch delegation
appears in any commiffion, inftruction, or act of
parliament. At his difcretion he may demand, of
the fubftance of any Zemindar over and above
his rent or tribute, even what he pleafes, with a
fovereign authority ; and if he does not yield an
smiplicit unreferved obedience to all his commands,

. he forfeits his lands, his life, and his propetty,

at Mr. Haltings's difcresien. But, extravagant

and’ even frantic as thefe pofitions appear, they

are lefs fo than what L thall now read to you
for hc afferts,” that if any one fhould urge an

‘éxemption from more than a ftated payment,

or fhpuld confider the deeds, which paffed be-
tween him and the board, ¢ as bearing tbe quality -
% and force of a treaty between equal ftates,” he
fays, ¢ that fuch an opinion is itfelf criminal to the
* (tate of which he is a fubje@ ; and that he was
¢ himfelf amenable to its juftice, if he gave coun-
¢ tenance 1o fuch a delief.” Here is a new fpecies
of crime invented, that of countenancing a be-
lief—but a belief of what? A belief of that
which the Court of Direftors, Haftings’s maf-
ters, and a Committee of this Houfe, have de-
cided as this prince’s indifpucable right. .
But fuppofing the Rajah of Benares to be a
mere fubje, and that fubje&t a criminal of the
higheft form ; let us fee what courfe was raken by
an upright Englith magiftrate. Did he cite this.
culprit before hkis tribunal? Did he make a
charge ? Did he produce witnefles? Thefe are
not forms; they are parts of fubftantial and
cternal juftice. No, not a word of all this. Mr,
Hatftings concludes him,. in bis own mind, to be
guilty ;
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guilty ; he makes this conclufion on reports, ont
.hear-fays, on. appearances, on rumours, on con-
jeGtures, on prefumptions 3 and even thefe never
once hinted to the party, nor publicly to any hu-
man being, till the whole bufinefs was done.

But the governor tells you his motive for this
extraordinary proceeding, fo contrary to every
mode of jultice towards either a prince or a fubjeét,
fairly and without difguife ; and he puts into your
hands the key of his whole condu :—¢ I wilt
¢« fuppofe, for a moment, that I have a&ted with
¢ unwarrantable rigour towgrds Cheit Sing, and
¢« even with injuftice.—Let my moTive be con.
¢ fulted. I lefe Calcurta, imprefled with a belief
¢ that -extraordinary means were neceffary, and
& thofe exerted with a fieady band, to preferve the
s« Company’s interefls from finking under the ac-
¢ cumulared weight wkich opprefled them. 1 faw 3
s political neceffity for curbing, the overgrews
¢ power of a great member of their dominion,
s¢ and for making it contribute to the relief of their
- & prefing exigencies.® This is plain fpeakings
.after this, it is no wonder that the Rajah’s wealth.

and his offence, the neceflitics of the judge, and
the opulence of the delinquent, are never fepa-
rated, through the whale of Mr. Haftings’s apalo-
gy. ¢ The juftice and policy of exadling & large
¢¢ pecuniary muli3.” The refolution ¢ 20 draw from
¢ bis guilt the means of relicf 1a the Company’s:
 difireffes.” Hisdetermination ¢ tq make him pay
s largely for his pardon, or tp execute a fevere
¢ vengeance for paft delinquency.” That ¢ as his
¢ wealth was great, and the Company’s exigencies
¢ prefling, he thought it a meafure of juftice and
. policy to exa¢t from him a large pecuniary mul&
<< for thesr relief.”— The fum (fays Mr. Wheler,,
_ bearing evidence, ut his defire, to his.intentions)
’ % to.
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t to which the governor declared his refolution
« to extend his fine; was forty or fifty lacks, that is
¢ four or fve bundred thoufand pounds ; and that if
¢ he refufed, he was to be removed from his ze-
¢ mindary entirely ; or by taking pofieffion of his
¢ forts, to obtain, out of the treafure depofited im
¢ them, the above fum for the Company.”

Crimes fo convenient, crimes fo politic, Grimes .

fo neceflary, crimes fo alleviating of diftrefs, can
never be wanting to thofe who ufe no procefs, and
who produce no prooefs. | .

But there is another ferious part (what is not

fo?) in this affair. Let us fuppofe that the power,

for which Mr. Haftings contends, a power which
no fovereign ever did, or ever can veft in any of

- his fubjeéts, namely, his own fovereign. authority,

to be conveyed by the a& of parliament to ‘any

man or body of men whatfoever ; it Certainly was

never given to Mr. Haftings. The powers given
by the act of 1773 were formal and official ; they
were given, not to the governor general, but to
the major vote of the board, as a board, on dif-
cuffion amongft themfelves, in their public cha-
racter and capacity ; and their a&ls in that charac-
ter and capacity were to be afcertained by re-
cords and minutes of council. The defpotic acts

- exercifed by Mr. Haftings were done merely in his

rivate charater; and, if they had been moderate
and juft, would ftill be the a&s of an ufurped au-

‘thority, and without any one of the legal modes of
‘proceeding which could give him competence
- for the moft trivial exertion of power. There was

no propofition or deliberation whatfoever in coun-
cil, no minute on record, by circulation or other-
wife, to authorize his proceedings. No delega-
tion of power o impog afine, or to take any fep

. . < “ 2 . ° t to
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to deprive thé Rajah of Benares of his gbve;r‘rimém;:';'

his property, or his liberty. The minutes of
confultation affign to his journey a totally dif-
ferent obje&, duty, and deftination. Mr. Whe-
ler, at his defire, tells us long after, that he

had a confidential converfation with him on various -

fubjeds, of which this was the principal, in which
‘Mr. Hattings notified to him his fecret intentions;
< and that he dgfpoke his fupport of the meafures
¢ which he intended to purfue towards him (the
¢ Rajah,)” This confidential difcourfe, and be-
Jpeaking of fupport, could give him no power, in
oppofition to an exprefs act of parliament, and the

-whole tenor of the orders of the Court of Di-

retors. . ,

In what manner the powers thus ufurped were
employed, is known to the whole world. All the
Houfe knows, that the defign on the Rajah proved
as unfruitful as it was violent. The unhappy

_prince was expelled, and his more unhappy coun-

try was enflaved and rained; but not a rupee
was acquired. Inftead of treafure to reeruit the

"Company’s finances, wafted by their wanton wars

and corrupt jobbs, they were plunged into a
new war, which fhook their power in India to
its foundation; and, to ufe the governor’s own
happy fimile, might have diffolved it like a magic
ftruture, if the talifman had been broken.

.. But the fuccefs is no part of my confideration,
. who fhiould think juft the fame of this bufinefs,

if the fpoil of one Rajah had been fully acquired,

“and faithfully applied to the deftruction of twenty

other Rajahs. Not only the arreft of the Rajah in

his palace was unneceffary and unwarrantable, and

calculated to ftir up any manly blood which re-

mained in his fubjects; but the defpotic ityl(;,
: an

«
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and the extreme infolence of language and
demeanour, ufed to a perfon of great condition
amopg the pohteft people in the world, was in-
tolerable. Nothing aggravates tyranny {fo much
as contumely. Quicquid [uperbia in contameliis was
charged by a gieat man of antiquity, as a prin.
cipal head of offence againft the governar general
of that day, The unhappy people were flill
more infulted. A relation, but an-ewemy to the

‘family, a notorious robber and villain, called

Uflaua Sing, kept as a hawk in a mew, to fly
upon this nation, was fet up to govern there,
inftead of a prince honoured and beloved. But
when the bufinefs of infult was accomplifhed, the
revenue was too fcrious a congern to be entrufted
to fuch hands. Another was fet up in his place,
as guardian to an infant. )

But here, Sir, mark the effe& of all thefe extra-
ordinary means, of all this policy and juftice. The
revenues which had been hitherto paid with fuch
atonithing punctuality, fell into arrcar. The
new prince guardian was depofed without cere-
mony ; and with as lictle, caft into prifon. The

overnment of that oace happy country “has

n in the utmoft confufion ever fince fuch
good order was taken about it. Burt, to complete.
the contumely offered to this undone people,
and to make them feel their fervitude in all its
degradation, and all-its bitternefs, the govern-
ment of their facred city, the government of that
Benares which had been fo refpefted by Perfian
and Tartar conquerors, though of the Mufful-
snan perfuafion, that, even in the plenitude of their
pride, power, and bigotry, no magiftrate of that
fe@ entered the place, was now delivered over
" E 3 by

(%
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by Englith hands to a Mahometan ; and an AR
dbrahim Kbén was introduced, under the Compa-
. ny’s-authority, with power of life and death, into
the fanétuary of the Gentd religion. . _
. After this, the taking off a flight payment,
chearfully made. by pilgrims to a chief of their
opwn rites, was reprefented as a mighty benefit.
it remaios only to thew, through the condu& in
this bufinefs, the {pirit of the Company’s govern.
ment, and the refpe@ they pay towards other pre- .
judices not lefs regarded in the Eaft than thofe of
religion ; .I mean the reverence paid to the female
fex in general, and particularly to women of high
rank aod condition. Duriog the general confufion
of the country of Gazypore, Panna, the mother of
Cheit Sing, was lodged with ber train in a caftle
called Bidgé Gur, in which were likewife depofited
@ large portion of the treafures of her fon, or more -
prabably her own. To whomfoever they be.
‘Jonged was. indifferent ; for, though no charge of
rebellion was made on this woman (which was
rather f{ingular, as it would have coft nothing)
they were refolved to fecure her with her fortune,
The caftle was befieged by Major Popham.
There was-no grear reafon. to apprehead that
foldiers ill paid, that foldiers who thought they
had been defrauded of their plunder an former
fervices of the fame kind, would not have been
fufficiently attentive to the fpoil they were ex- .
prefsly come for; but the gallantry and gene-
rofity of the profeflion ‘was juftly fufpected, as
being likely ro fet bounds to military rapaciouf-
nefs. The Company’s firft civil magiftrate dif-
covered the greatelt uneafinefs left the women
fhould have any thing preferved to them, Terms,
tending
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tending to put fonie reftraint on military violence,
were granted. He writes ‘a letter to Mr. Pop-
ham, referring to fome ‘letter written before to
the fame effe@, which I do not remember to
have feen; but it fhews his anxiety on this fub~
ject. Hear himfelf :—< I think every demand fhe
« has made on you, except that of fafety and
“¢ refpect to her-perfon, is unreafonable, If the
“ reports -brought to me are true, your rejetting
¢ her offers, or any negotiation, would foon ob-
* tain- you the fort upon your own terms, 1
« apprehend fhe will attempt: to defraud. the
« captors of a confiderable part of  their booty,
« by being fuffered ‘to retire without examination,

- < But this is your eoncern, not mine. 1 fhould

% e very forry that your officers and foldiers loft
% any part of the reward to which they are fo well
< eiitled ; but you muft be the beft judge of
@ the promifed indulgence to the Ranny: what
¢ you have engaged for I will certainly ratify ; but
¢¢ as to fuffering the Ranny to hold the purgunna of
¢ Futlich, or any other zemindary, without be:
“ ing fubje& to the authority of the Zemindar, or
& gny lands - whatfoever, or indeed making any
« condition ‘with her for a provifies, 1 will never
s confemt.” o C
- Here your governor ftimulates a rapacious and
licentious foldiery to the perfonal fearch of wo-
men, left thefe unhappy creatures thould avail
themfelves of the protection of their fex to fecure
any {upply for their neceffities; - and.-he pofitively
orders that'no ftipulation thould be made for any
provifion for them. - The widow-and mother of
a prince, well informed of her miferable fitvation,
and the caufe of it; a woman of this rank became

s E 4 a fuppliant
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a {uppliant to the domeftic fervant of Mr. Haft
tings (they are his own words that I read);
-« imploring his interceffion, that fhe may be re-
s lieved from the bardfbips and dangers of ber pre-
<< fent fituation ; and offering to furrender the fort,
¢ and the zreafure and valuable effeéis contained in
<« it, provided fhe can be aflured of fafety and
s proteition to ber perfon and bomour, and to that
¢¢ of her family and atuendants.” He is fo
good as to confent to this, ¢ provided fhe furren-
« ders every thing of value, with the referve only
¢ of fuch articles as you (hall think meceffary to
¢ her condition, or as you yoxr/e/f fhall be difpofed
s to indulge her with,—But fhould (he refyfe to
s execute the promife fhe has made, or delay it
¢ beyond the term of twenty-four hours, it is my
s pofitive injunétion, that you immediately put a
¢ flop to any further intercourfe or negociation
« with her, and on no pretext renew it If fhe
<« difappoints or #rifles with me, after I have fub-
s jected my Duan to the difgrace of returning
« incfleGtually, and of courfe myfelf to difcredit,
< | fhall confider it as a wamton affront and in-
« dignity wbich I can never forgive; nor will I
« grant her any conditions whatever, but leave
« her expofed 20 thofe dangers which fhe has
¢ chefen to rifque, rather than truft to the cle-
« mency and generofity of our government. ¥
+ < think fhe cannot be ignorant of thefe confe-
¢« quences, and will not venture to incur them

¢ and it. is for this reafon I place a dependance
s .on her offers, and have confented to fend my

‘¢¢ Duan to her.,” The dreadful fecret binted at
by the merciful governor in the latter part of the
leteer, is well underftood in India ; where thofe who

o fuffer
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{uffer -corporeal indignities, generally expiate the

. offenccs of others with their own blood. However,

in fpite of all thefe, the temper of the military did,,
fome way orother, operate. They came to terms
which have never been tranfmitted. It appears
that a fifteenth per cent. of the plunder was referved
to the captives, of which the unhappy mother of
the prince of Benares was to-have a fhare. This
antient matron, born to better things [a laugh from
certain young gentlemen]—I fee no caufe for this
mirth. A good author of antiquity reckons among
the calamities of his time, Nobilifimarum fomi-
sarum cexilia et fugas. 1 fay, Sir, this antient lady
was compelled to quit her houfe with three hun-
dred helplefs women, and a multitude of children
in her train ; burt the lower fort in the camp it
feems could not be reftrained. They did not for-
get the good- leffons of the governor general,

. They were unwilling * to be defrauded of a con-

s¢ fiderable part of their b00ty. by fuffering them
< 1o pafs without examination.”—They examined
thcm, Sir, with a vengeance, and the facred protec-
tion of that awful charatter, Mr. Haftings’s maitre
d’hotel, could not fecure them from infult and

: plunder Here is Popham’s narrative of the:

affair :—¢ The Ranny came out of the fort,
¢ with her family and dependants, the 1oth at
“ night, owing to which fuch attention was not
¢ paid to her as I withed; and I'am exceedingly
« forry-to inform you, that the licentioufnefs of
“ our followers. was beyomd the bounds of con-
“ troul; for, notwithfianding. all I could do, ber
“ people were plundered on the road of mo/t of
“ the things which they brought out of the fort,
" 19' which means one of the articles of [urrender

¢ bas .

=
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« bas been much infringed. The diftrels T have
s¢ felt upon this occafion cannot be exprefied, and

« can only be allayed by a firm performance of -

¢ the other articles of the treaty, which I fhall
« make it my bufinefs to enforce, '
«« The fufpicions which the officers had of trea-

< chery, and the delay made to our getting pof-

¢ feffion; had enraged them, as well as the troops,
¢ fo much, that the treaty was at firft regarded
s as void, but this determination was foon fuc-
¢« ceeded by pity and compaffion for the' unfor-

¢ tunate befieged.”—®After this comes, in his dve -

order, Mr. Haftings; who is full of forrow and
“indignation, &c. &c. &c. according to' the beft
and moft authentic precedents eftablithed upon
fuch occafions. - '

The women being thus difpofed of, that is,

completely defpoiled, and parthetically lament-
ed, Mr. Haftings at length recollefted the great
obje&t of his enterprize, which, during his zeal
Yeft the officers and foldiers fhould lofe any part of

their reward, he feems to have forgot; ‘that is to

fay, * to draw from the Rajah’s guilt the méans

‘s of relief to the Company’s diftrefles.”® This - -
was to be the ftrong hold of his defence. This -

compaffion to the Company, he knew by expe-

rience would fanify a great deal of rigour to- - .

wards the natives. But the military had diftreffes
.of their own, which they confidered firft. Neither
Mr. Haftings’s authority, nor his fupplications,
could prevail on them to affign a fhilling to the
claim he’ made on.the part of the Company.

They divided the booty amongft themfelves.. -

Driven fron his claim he was reduced to petition

for the fpoil as aloan, But the foldiers were too -
: - wifer .
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wife . to venture as a loan, what the borrower
claimed as a right. In defiance of all suthority,
they fhared amongft themfelves about two hun.
dred thoufand pounds fterling, befides what had
- been taken from the women. :

" In all this there is nothing wonderful. We
may reft affured, that when the maxims of any
government ¢ftablith-among its refources extra-
ordinary means, and thofe exerted with a ftron
hand, that ftrong hand will provide thofe extra-
ordinary means for szfelf. Whether the foldiers
had reafon or not (perhaps much might be faid
for them) certain ic is, the military difcipline of
India was ruined from that moment; and the fame
rage for plunder, the fame coentempt of fubordi-
nation, which blafted all the hopes of extraor-
dinary means from your firong hand at Benares,
have very lately loft you an army in Myfore,
This -is vifible enough from the accownts 1n the
laft Gagette.

There is no doubt but that the country and
city of Benares, now brought into the feme order,
will very foon exhibit, if it dees not already dif-
play the fame appearance with thofe countries
and cities which are under betrer fubje&tion. A
. great- mafter, Mr. Haltings, has himfe been at

-the pains of drawing a piGure of onc of thefe
countries, 1 mean the province and city of Far-
ruckabad. There -is no reafen to queftion his
knowledge of the falts; and his authority (on
this point at leaft) is above all exception, as well
for the ftate of the country, as for the caufe. In
his minute of confultation, Mr, Haftings defcribes
forcibly the confequences which arife from the
degradation into which we ‘have funk the native
government. ¢ The total want (fays he) of sall

¢ order,
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< order, regularity, or authority, in his (the Nabah
¢« of Farruckabad’s) government, and to which,
« among other obvious caufes, it may no doubt
“ be owing that the country of Farruckabad is
¢ become almoff an entire wafle, without culti-
 wation or inbabitanis ; that the capital, which,
¢ but a very fhort time ago, was diftinguithed as
; < one of the moft populous and opulent com-
“ mercial cities in Hindoftan, at prefent exhibits
¢ nothing but feenes of the moft wretched poverty,
¢ defolation, amd mifery ; and that the Nabok
<¢ bimfelf, tho’ in the pofieflion of a tra& of country
« which, with only common care, is potorioufly
¢ capable of yielding an anpual revenue of be-
¢ tween thirty and forty lacks, (three or four
“ hundred thoufand pounds) with #o military
 eftablifbment to maintain, fcarcely commands

¢ the means of a bare fubfifiance.” -
This is a true and unexaggerated picture, not
only of Farruckabad, but of at leaft three-fourths
of the country which we poflefs, or rather lay
watfte, in India, Now, Sir, the Houfe will be de-
firous to know for what purpofe this pi¢ture
was drawn. It was for a purpofe, I will not fay
laudable, but neceffary, that of taking the un-
fortunate Prince and. his country out of the hands
of a fequeitrator fent thither by the Nabob of
Oude, the mortal enemy of the Prince thus.
ruined, and to prote¢t hin by means of a
Britifh Refident, who might carry his complaiats
to the fuperior Refident at Oude, or tran{mit them
to Calcutta. But mark, how the reformer per-
fifted in his reformation. The effett of the mea- -
fure was better than was probably expetted,
- The Prince began to be at eafe; the country
began to recover ; and the revenue began to be.
: " colletted

t
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tollefted. Thefe were. alarming ¢ircumftances,
Mr. Haftings not only recalled the Refident, but
he “entcred into a formal ftipulation with the
Nabob of Oude, never to fend an Englith fubje&
.again to Farruckabad ; and thus the country, de-
fcribed as’ you have heard by Mr. Hatftings,
is given up for ever to the very perfons to whom
he had attributed its ruin, that is to the Sezawals
or fequeftrators of the Nabob of Oude.
" Such was the iffue of the firft attempt to relieve
the diftrefles of the dependent provinces. [ fhall
cléfe what 1 have to fay on the condition of the
northern deperdencies, with the effe@ of the laft
of thefe attempts.  You will recolleét, Sir, the ac-
‘count I have not long ago ftated to you as given
by Mr, Hatftings, of the ruined condition of the
deftroyer of others, the Nabob of Oude, and 6f
the recal, in confequence, ‘'of Hannay, Middleton,
and Johnfon. When the firft little fudden guft
of paffion againft thefe gentlemen was fpent, the
{entiments of old friendfhip began to revive, Some
healing conferences were held betw-en them and
the fuperior government.. Mr, Hannay was. per-
‘mitted to return to Oude ; but death prevented
the further advantages intended for "him, and:he.
future benefits propofed for the country by thg
provident care of the council general. )
Thefe three gentlemen were accufed of the .
. ‘groffeft peculations. The Court of Directors were
informed, by the governor general and councH,
that a fevere enquiry would be inftituted againft
“the two furvivors; and they requelted.that court to
“fufpend its judgment, and to wait the eventof their
‘proceedings. * But no enquiry has been inftituted,
nor any fteps taken towards it. By means of the
‘bland and conciliatory difpofitions of the charter
governers,
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governors, and proper private explanations, the
public enquiry has died away, the fuppofed pecu-
Jators and deftroyers of Oude repofe in all fecurity
in the bofoms. of their accufers ; whilft ochers fuc~
ceed to0 them ta be inftructed by their example,
It is only to complete the view I propofed of
the conduct of the Company, with regard to the
dependent provinces, that I fhall fay amy thi
at all of the Carnatic, which is the fcene, if pof-
fible, of greater diforder than the northern
vinces. Perhaps it were better to fay of this
center and metropolis of abufe, whence all the
reft in India and in England diverge; from
whence they are fed and methodized, what was
faid of Carthage—de Cartbagine [atius eff filere
quam parum dicere.  ‘This country, in all its de-
nominations, is about 46,000 fquare miles. It
may be affirmed univerfally, that not one perfon of
fubftance or property, landed, commercial, or mo-
nied, excepting two or three bankers, who are ne-
«ceflary depofits and diftributors of the general {poil,
is left in all that region. In that country the
moifture, the bounty of Heaven, is given butat
a certain feafon. Before the zra of our influence,
the induftry of man carefully hufbanded that
.gift of God. The GentQs preferyed, with a pro--
vident and religious care, the precious depofit of
.the "periodical rain in refervoirs, many of thern
-warks of royal grandeur; and from thefe, as
accafion demanded, - they fructified the whole
-country. Ta_ maintain thefe refervoirs, -and to
.keep up an annual advance to the cultivators, for
feed and cattle, formed a principal object of the
" piety and policy of the priefts and rulers of the
GentQ religion. o
- \ This
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This obje& required a command of- money ;
. and there was no Pollam, or eaftle, which in the
happy days of the Carnatic was without fome
hoard of treafure, by which the governors were
enabled to combat with the irregularity of the
feafons, -and to refift or to buy off the invafion of
an enemy. In all the. cities were multitudes of
merchants and bankers, for all occafions of mo-
nied afliftance; and on the other hand, the native
princes were in condition -to obtain credit from
them. The manufatturer was paid by the return
‘of commodities, or by imported money, and not,
as at prefent, in the taxes that had been originally
-exatted from bis induftry. In aid of cafual
diftrefs, the country was full of choultries, which
were ions and hofpitals, where the traveller and
the poor were religved.  All ranks of people had
their place in the public concern, and their fhare
in. the common ftock and common profperity 3
but sbe chartered rights of mes, and the right
which it was thought proper to fet up in the
Nabob of Arcot, introduced a new fyftem. J¢
was their policy to confider hoards of money
as crimes; to regard maoderate rents. as frauds.on
the {overeign ; and to view, in the leffer princes,
any claim of exemption from more than fetzled
tribute, as an a@ of rebellion. Accordingly all
the caftles were, one after the other, plundered and
deftroyed. . The native. princes were expelled s
the hofpitals fell to ruin; the refervoirs of water
went to decay; the merchants, bankers, and
manufaéturers difappeared ; and ferility, -indi-
gence,  and depopulation, overfpread the face of
shefe once flourithing provinges.
The Company was very carly fenfible of thefe
-saifchiefs, and of their true caufe, They gave precife
.7 orders,
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orders, « that the native princes, cailed Polygars,
« fhould not be extirpated.—T hat the rebellion [{6
¢ they choofe w call it] of the Polygars, may (they
s¢ fear) with too much juftice, be attributed to the
¢ mal-adminiftration ot the Nabob’s colle&ors.”
That < they obferve with concern, that their
¢ troops have been put to difagreeable fervices.”
They might have ufed a ftronger expreflion with-
out impropriety. But they make amends in an<
other'place. Speaking of the Polygars, the Di.
rectors fay, that ¢ it was repugnant to humanity
¢ to force them to fuch dreadful extremities as
« they underwent.” That fome examples of fes
verity might be neceflary, ¢ when they fell into
¢ the Nabob’s hands,” and not by the defiruction
of the country. * That they fear his government
s¢ is nome of the mildef; and that there is great
< gppreffion in colleCting his revenues,” They
ftate, that the wars in which he has involved the
Carnatic, had been a caufe of its diftrefes.
¢¢" That thefe diftreffes have been certainly greats,
¢ but thofe by the Nabob’s oppreffions we believe
" % 19 be greater than all” Pray, Sir, attend to
the reafon for their opinion that the govern-
ment of this their inftrument-is more cala-
mitous to the country than the ravages of *war.
«——Becaufe, fay they, his oppreflions are ¢ wizb-
s out intermiffion.—The others are temporary;
¢« by all which oppreffions we believe the Nabob. -
¢ has great wealth in ftore.” From this ftore nei-
ther he nor they could derive any advantage what-
foever, upan theinvalion of Hyder Ali in the hour
of their gi:&tcﬁ calamity and difmay. °

~ It is now proper to compare thefe declarations
with the Company’s tonduct. The principal rea-
fon which they afligned againft the ¢xtirpatio;

‘ . " of.




I

P4

e

( 65 )

of the Polygars was, that the tweetess weére dgm
tected in their fortreffes. They might have added,
thatthe Company itfelf, which ftung them to death,
had been warmed in the bofom of thefe unfortunate .
grinccs : for, on the taking of Madras by the

rench, it was in their hofpitable Pollams, that
moft of the inhabitants found refuge and pro-
tection. But, notwithftanding all thefe orders, rea-
fons, and declarations, they at leagth gave an in.
dire& fanction, and permitted the ufe of a very
dire& and irrefiftible force, to meafures which they
had, over and over again, declared w be falfe

.policy, cruel, inhuman, and oppreflive,  Having,

however, forgot all attention to the princes-and the
people, they remembered that they had fome fort
of intereft in the trade.of the country; and it is
matter of curiofity to obferve the proteétion which
they afforded to this their natural objec.

Full of anxious cares on this head, they direét,
¢ that in reducing the Polygars they (their fer-
‘ vants) were to be cautious, not to deprive ths
¢ weavers and manufaiturers of the prote@ion
« they often met with in the ftrong holds, of the
s« Polygar countries ;”~—and they -write to theit
inftrument, the Nabob of Arcot, coacerning thefe
poor people in a moft pathetic ftrain, ¢« We en-
« treat your Excellency (fay they) in particular,
¢ to make the manufaéturers the obje@ of your
<« gendereft care ; patticularly when you root out
* the Polygars, you do not deprive the weavers
¢ of the proteiion they enjoyed under them.” When
they root out the. protectors in favour of the
oppreflor, they fhew themfelves religioufly cau-
tious of the rights of the protected. - When they
extirpate the fhepherd and the fhepherd’s dogs,
they pioully recommend the helplefs flack to the

F mercy,
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mercy, and even to the sendereft care, of -the wolf,
This is the uniform ftrain of their policy, ttrictly
forbidding, and at the fame time ftrenuoufly
encouraging and enforcing, every meafure thac
can ruin and defolate the country committed to
their charge. ‘After giving the Company’s idea
of the government of this their inftrument, it may
appear fingular, but it is perfe&ly confiftent with
their fyftem, that, befides wafting for him, at two
different times, the moft exquifite fpot upon the
earth, Tanjour, and all the adjacent countries,
they have even voluntarily put their own ter-
' ritory, that'is, a large and fine country adjacent
‘to Madras, called their Jaghire, wholly out of
their prote&tion; and have continued to farm
théir fubjects, and their duties towards thefe
fubje&s, to that very Nabob, whom they them-
felves conftantly reprefent as an habitual oppreffor;
and a relentlefs tyrant. This they have done .
without any pretence of ignorance of the objetts
of oppreffion for which this prince has thought
fit to become their renter; for he has again and
again told them, that it is for the fole purpofe
of exertifing authority he holds the Jaghire lands;
and he affirms (and I believe with truth) that
he pays more for that territory than the revenues
yield. This deficiency he muft make up-from
his- other territqries ; and thus, in order to fur-
nifh 'the means of opprefling one part of ‘the Car-
natic, he is led to opprefs all the reft. )
- _Fhe Houfe perceives that the livery of the Comi-

pany’s government is uniform. I have defcribed
the condition of the countries indireitly, but moft
fubftantially, under the Company’s authority. And.
now I afk, whether, with this map of mifgovern-
ment before me, I can fuppofe myfelf bound by my
o : . - vem
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vote to coptinue, upon any principles of prés
tended public faith, the management of thefe.
countries in thofe hands. If I kept fuch a faith
(which in reality is no better than a fides latronum)
with what is called the Company, I muft bteak the
faith, the covenant, the folemn, original, indifpen-
fable oath, in which I am bound, by the eternal
frame and conftitution of things, to the whole
human race.

As I have dwelt fo long on thefe who are in-
diretly under the Company’s adminiftration, I
will endeavour to be a little fhorter upon the
countries immediately under this charter govern-

- ment,—Thefe are the Bengal provinces, The

condition of thefe provinces is pretty fully de-
tailed in the Sixth and Ninth Reports, and in their
Appendixes. I will fele® only fuch principles
and inftances as are broad and general. To your
own thoughts I fhall leave it, to furnith the detail
of oppreffions involved in them. - I fhall ftate to
you, as fhortly as I am dble, the conduét of the
Company ;—11{t, towards the landed interefts ;—
next, the commercial interefts ; — 3dly, the na-
tive government ;—and laftly, to their own go

~ vernment, .

Bengal, and the provinces that are united. to it,

“are larger than the kingdom of ‘France; and

once contained, as France does contain, a great -
and independent landed intereft, compofed of -
princes, of great lords, of a numerous nobility and
gentry, of freeholders, of lower tenants, of religious
communities, and public foundations. So early -
as 1769, the Company’s fervants perceived the
decay into which thefe provinces had fallen ‘under -
Englith adminiftration, and they made a ftrong
reprefentation -upon this decay, and what they

Fa . apprehended |
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;gp‘rcﬁendcd to be the caufes of it. Soon after Mr.
aftings became prefident of Bengal. Inftead of
adminiftering a remedy, upon the heels.of adread-
ful famine, in the year 3773, the fuccour which
the new prefident and the ecouncil lent to this
afflited nation was—fhall I be believed in relas-
ing it >—the landed intercf of a whole kingdom,
of a kingdom to be compared to France, was_ fet
up to public auétion ¥ They fet up (Mr. Haftings
fet up) the whole nobility, gentry, and frecholders,
to the higheft bidder. No preference was given
%o the ancient proprietors.. They muft bid againft
every ufurer, every temporary adventurer, gvery
jobber and fchemer, every fervant of every Eu-
ropean, or they were obliged to content them-
felves; in lieu of their extenfive domains, with
their houfe, and fuch a penfion as the ftate
auctioneets thought fit to affign. In this gencral
ealarhity, feveral of the firft nobility thought (and
in all appearance juftly) that they had better fubs.
mit to the neceflity of this penfion, than eontinue,
under the name of Zemindars, the objeéis and in-
ftruments of a fyflem, by which they ruined their
tenants, and were ruined themfelves. Another
reform has fince come upon the back of the firft 3
and a genfion having been afligned to thefe un-
Bappy perfons, in lieu of their hereditary lands,
a new {cheme of ceconomy has taken place, and:
- deprived them of that penfion. ; .
- - "The menial fervants of Englifhmen, perfons (to-
ufe the emphatical phrafe of a ruined and patient
Eaftern chief) ¢ whafe fasbers ihey would not bave
@ fet with the dogs of their fock,” entered intos.
their patrimonial lands. Mr. Hoaftings’s banjan
. Was, after this au&ion, found pofiefied of territories:
Yiclding a rent of one hundred aad forty thoufand
- pounds a year.

3 Sueh
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Such an univerfal Aprofcrigtipge Wpon any pre-
tence, has few examples. Such’ a profcription,
without even a precence of - delinquency, .has
none. Tc¢ ftands by “itfelf. - It ftapds as a mo-
stument to afonith the imagination, to confouind
the reafen of mankind. - I confefs 1o you, when §
&itrft came to know this bufinefs in its trig parwre
and extent, my furprife did a litde fufpend m
indignation, {Was in 2 manner ftupified by the
defperate boldnefs of a few obfcure young me;
who having obtained, by ways which they con
not comprehend, a power of which they {aw nei-
ther the purpofes nor the limits, tofied aboug,
fubverted, and tore to pieces, as if it were ip
‘the gambols of a boyith unluckiaefs aad malice,
the moft eftablied rights,” and the moft ap-
cient and moft revered inftitutions, of ages and
nations. Sir, I will'not now trauble you with
any- detait with regard to what they have finee
done wish "thefe fame lands and Jand-holders;
only to inform you, that nothing has teep
fuffered to-fettle for two feafons together wpon
any bafis; and.thar the levity and inconftancy of
thefe mock legiflators were not the leaft afficting -
parts of the op]preﬂions fuffered under their ufur-
pation ; nor will'any thing give ftability to the pra-
perty of the natives, but an adminiftration in Eng-
Jand at once protetting and ftable. The country
fuftains, almoft every year, the miferies of a revg-
Jution. At prefent, all is uncertainty, mifery, and
confufion, There is to be found through thefe vatt
regions no longer one Janded man, who is a refource
for voluntary aid, oran obje¢t for particular rapine.
Some of themi were, not long fince, great princes; -
they poffeffed treafures, they levied armies. Therz
was a Zemindar in Bengal (I forget his name)
that, on ‘the threat of an'invafion, fupplied the
Soubah of thefe provinces with the loan of a

F3 million
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"~ gaillion fterling. ‘The family this day wants credit
_ for a breakfaft at the bazar. . 4
1 fhall now fay a word or two on the Com-
any’s care of the commercial intereft of thofe
Ein doms. As it appears in the Reports, that
perfons in the higheft ftations in Bengal have
adopted, as a fixed plan of policy, the deftruction
~ of all intermediate dcalers between the Company
and the manufa&urer, native merchants have dif-
aEpearcd of courfe, The fpoil of the revenues is
the fole capital which purchafes the produce and
manufactures ; and through three or four foreign
companies tranfmits the official gains of indi-
wviduals to Europe. No other commerce has an
‘exiftence in Bengal. The tranfport of its plunder
<is the only traffic of the country. I wifh to refer
you to the Appendix to the Ninth Report for a
full account of the manner in which the Company
have proteted the commercial interefts of their
‘dominions in the Eaft.

As to the native government and the adminiftra-
tion of juftice, it fubfifted in a poor tottering man-
ner for fome years. In the year 1781, a total revo-
lution took place in that eftablifhment. In one of
the ufual freaks of legiflation of the council of Ben-
gal, the whole criminal jurifdi&tion of thefe courts,

"called the Phoujdary Judicature, exercifed till then
by the principal Muffulmen, was in one day, with-
out notice, without copfultation with the magiftrates
or the people there, and without communication
with the dire@ors or minifters here, totally fub-
verted, A new inftitution took place, by which
this jurifdition was divided between certain
_“Englith fervants of the Company and the Gentd
~:Zemindars of the country, the latter of whom ne-
ver petitioned for it, nor, for ought that appears,
‘ever defired this boan. But its natural ufe wda;
2 ma
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made of it; .it was. made a pretence. for new

extortions of money. -

The natives had however one confolation in the
ruin of their judicature; they foon faw that it -
fared no betwter with the Englith .government
itfelf. That too, after deftroying ‘every. other,
came to its period. This revolution may well be

“rated for a moft daring a&, even among the ex-

traordinary things that have been doing in Bengal
fince our unhappy acquifition of the means of
fo much mifchief, o

- .An cftablithment of Englith government for
civil juftice, and -for the collection of revenue,
was planned and executed by the prefident and
council of Bengal, fubjeét to the pleafure of the
Direétors, in the year 1772. According to this
plan, the country was divided into fix great
diftri@ts, or provinces. In’ dach of thefe was
cftablithed a provincial council, which adminif-

. tered the revenue ; and of that council one mem-

ber, by monthly rotation, prefided in the cotrts
of civil refort ; with an appeal to the council of
the province, and thence to Calcutta, In this
fyftem (whether, in other refpets, good or evil)
there were fome capital advantages. There was'in

~ the very number of perfons in each provincial

eouncil, authority, communication, mutual check,
and controul, - They were obliged, on thejr mi-

. .nutes of confultation, to enter their reafons and

diffents ; fo that a man of diligence, of refearch,
-and tolerable fagacity, fitting in London, might,
from thefe materials, be enabled to form fome
judgment of the fpirit-of what was going on an the
furgnc[t banks of the Ganges and Burrampfiter,
. The Court of DireCtors fo far ratified this
eftablithment, (which was confonant epough to
sheir general plan of government) that they gave
’ Fg4 - precife
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precife orders, that .no- alteration ‘fhould be .

made in it, without their confent. So far from
being apprifed of any defign againft this conlti-
tution, they had reafon -to.conceive that on trial
it had beea more and more approved .by their
souncil general, at leaft by the governor general,
who bad planned it. A« the time of the revolu.
tion, the council general was rominally in two
perfons, virtually in one. At that time: meafases
of an arduous and critical nature ought to have
been forborne, even if, to the fullet council, this
fpecific meafure had not been prohibited by the
fuperior authority. It was in this very fitpation,

that one man had the hardinefs to conceive, and

the temerity to execute, 3 wtal revolution in the
form and the perfons compofing the government
of a great kingdom. Without any previous ftep,
at onc ftroke, the whole cenftitution of Bengal,
civil and criminal, was {wept away. The coun-
{ellors were. recalled from their provinces. Up-
wards of fifty of the principal officers of go-
vergment were turned aut of employ, and rendered
dependent on Mr. Haftings for their immediate
fubfiftence, and for all hope of future provifion,
The chief of each council, and ope European col.
leGor of revenue, was left in cach province,

. But here, Sir, you may imagine a new govern-
ment, of fome permanent defcription, was. efta-

blithed in the place of that which had been thus .

fuddenly overturned. No fuch thing, Left thefe

chiefs without councils fhould’ be conceived to

form the ground-plan of fome future government,
it was publicly declased, that their continuance
was only temporary and permiffive. The whole
{ubordinate Britith admimiftration-of revenue was
then vefted in a committee in Calcutta, alj

- ‘ greatureg
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creatuges of the governor general'; and the pro.
vincial management, under che ‘permiffive chief,
was delivered over to native officers,
- But, that the revolution, and the purpofes
of the revalution, might be complete, to this
committec were delegated, not only the func-
tions: of all the inferior, but, what will furprize
the Houfe, thofe "of the fupreme adminiftra.
tion of revenue alfo. Hitherto the governor
¢neral and council had, in their revenue de-
partment, adminiftered the finances of thofe king-
doms. By the new fcheme they are delegated to
this- committee, who are only to report their pro-
ceedings for approbation. - o
The: key to the whole tranfattion is given
in one of the inftruions to the committee, « that
% it is ‘nov neccffary that they fhould :enter dif-
s¢ fents.” By this means the anci¢nt plan of the
Company’s adminiftration was déftroyed ; but the
plan of concealment was perfected. To that moment
the accounts of the revenues were tolerably clear 3
or at leaft means were furnithed for enquiries, ‘by
which they. might be rendered fatisfatory. ‘ In
the obfcure and filent gulph of this committee
every thing’is now buried. The thickeft fhades
of night furround all their tranfa@ions. No ef-
fetual means of dete@ing frand, mifmanage-
ment,- or mifreprefentation, exift, The Direttors,

. who have <dared to talk with fuch confidence

on cheir revenues, know nothing about them.
What ufed to fill volumes is now comprifed
under a‘few dry heads on a fheet of paper.
The natives, a people habitually made to con-
cealment, are the chief managers of ‘the reve-

- nue thoughout the provinces. I mean by na-*

tives, fach wretches as your rulers fele®t out
ef them as moft firted for their purpofes. As a

P!'OPCI'
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proper key-ftone to bind the arch, a native, one
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of hisem-
ployment by Sir John Clavering, for malverfation
10 office, is made. the corréfponding fecretary
and indeed the great moving principle of their
pew board. o

. As the whole revenue and civil adminiftration
was thus.fubverted, and a clandeftine govern-
ment fubftituted in the place of it, the judicial
inftitution underwent a like revolutjon. In 1792
there had been fix courts formed out of the
fix provincial councils. Eighteen new ones are
appointed in their place, with each a judge,
taken from the jumior fervants of the Company.
To maintain thefe eighteen courts, a tax is le-
. vied on the fums in litigation, of 21 per cent. on
the great, and of 5 per cent. on the lefs. This
money is all drawn from the provinces to Cal
cutta. The chief juftice (the fame who ftays in
defiance of a vote of this Houfe, and of His Ma-
jefty’s recal) is appointed at onee the treafurer
and difpofer of thefe taxes, levied, without any
fort of authority, from the Company, from the
Crown, or from Parliament. .

In effe&, Sir, every legal regular authority in
matters of revenue, of political adminiftration, of
criminal law, of civil Jaw, in many of the moft
effential parts of military difcipline, is_laid level
with the ground; and. an oppreflive, . irregular,
capricious, unfteady, rapacious, and peculating
defpotifm, with a dire¢t difavowal of obedience
to any authority at home, .and without any fixed
maxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide
them in India, is at prefent the ftate of your
charter-government over great kingdoms.
~ As the Company has made this ufe of their
truft, I thould ill difcharge mine, if I refufed to

, give
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give my moft chearful vote for the redrefs of thefe

abufes, by putting the affairs of fo large and

valuable a part of the interefts of this nation and

of mankind, into fome fteady hands, pofiefling .
the confidence, and affured of the fupport of this

Houfe, uncil they can be reftored to regularity,
order, and confiftency. . - :

1 have touched the heads of fome of the
grievances of the people, and the abufes of go-

_vernment. But I hope and truft, you will give

me credit, when I faithfully affure you, that I
have not mentioned one fourth part of what
has come to my knowledge in your committees
and further, I have full reafon to -believe, that

+ not one fourth part of the abufes are come to

my knowledge, by that or by any other means.

‘Pray confider what 1 have faid only as an in-

dex to dire& you in your enquiries. -

If this then, Sir, has been the ufe made of the
truft of political powers internal and external,
given by you in the charter, the next thing to be

-feen is the conidu¢t of the Company with regard

to the commercial truft, And here I will make
a fair offer:—If it can be proved that they
have alted wifely, prudently, and frugally, as

" merchants, I fhall pafs by the whole mafs of

their enormities as ftatefmen. That they have
not done this their prefent condition is proof
fufficient. Their diftrefles are faid to be owing
to their wars. This is not wholly true. But
if- it were, is not that - readinefs to engage in

.wars which diftinguithes them, and for which

the Committee of Secrécy has fo branded their
politics, founded on the falfeft principles of mer-

.cantile fpeculation ?
"~ The principle of buying cheap and felling dear

is the firft, the great foundation of - mercantile
’ dealing.

P
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dealing. Have they ever attended to this prin-
ciple? Nay, for years have they not adually
authorized in - their fervants a toral indifference

as to the prices they were to pay.? C
A great deal of firi@tmefs in driving bargains
for whatever we contrad, is another of the prin-
ciples of mercantile policy. Tty the Company
by that teft | Look at the contraéts that® are
made for them. Is the Company-fo much as
a good commifflary to their. own armies ? I .en-
gage to fele€t for you, out of the innumerable
mafs of their dealings, all condu@ed very nearly
alike, one .contraét only, the excelfive.profits on
which during a fhort term would pay the.whole
of their  year’s dividend. . I fhall undertake
to fhew, that upon two othess, that the imordi-
natc profits given, with the loffes incurred in
order to fecure thofe profits, would pay a year’s
.dividend more. - -
- It is a third property of trading men, to fee
that their clerks do not divert she dealings of
the mafter 1o their own .benefit. It was the
other day only,. when their governor and coun-
¢il taxed the Company’s inveftment with 2 fum.
of fifty thoufand pounds, as. an inducement %
perfuade only feven members of. their board of
trade to give their bomour that they would ab-
ftain from fuch profits upon that inveftment as

they muft have violated their oarhs if they h

made at all. : C. - .
It is a fourth quality of a merchant to be
exa& in his accounts. What wiil be though,
when. you have fully before you the. mode of
. accounting made ufe of in the treafury of Ben-
gal >—1 hope you will have & foon. With re-
gard to one of their agencies, when .it came
w .the mazerial part, the prime coft. of. the
. ‘ ' . good; .
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goods on which a commiffion of ffteerr ger
cent, was allowed, to the aftonifhment- of the
faGory to whom the commodities were fent, the
accountant general reports that he did not think
himfelf authorized to :call for veschers relative 1o
this and other particulars,—becaufe the agent was
upon his domour with regard to them. A new
principle of actount upon honour feems to be
regularly eftablithed in their'dealings and their
treafury, which in reality amounts to an entire
snnihilation of the principle of al accounts.
. Itis a fifth property of a merchant, who does
not meditate 2 fraudulent bankruptcy, to caleu-
Jate his probable profits upon the money ‘he takes
up to velt in bufinefs. Did the Company, when
they bought goods on bonds bearing 8 per cess. in-
tereft, at ten and even twenty per cens. difcount,
even atk themfelves aqueRion concerning the pofii.
bility of advantage from dealing on thefe terms ¥
The laft quality of a merchant I fhall advert
10, is the taking care to be properly prepared, in
cafh or goods, in the erdinary courfe of fale, for
the bills which are drawn on them. Now 1 afk,
whether they have ever calculated the clear pro-
duce of any' given fales, to make them tally
with the four million of bills which are come and
coming vpon them, fo as at the proper periods to:
enable the one to liguidate the other ? No, they
have not. They are now obliged to borrow money
of their own fervants to purchafe their invefts
ment. The fervants ftipulate five per cemt. on
the capital they advance, if their bills fhould
not be paid at the .time when they become
due; and the value of the rupee on which they
charge this intereft ts taken at two fhillings and a
peany. Has the Company ever troubled them-
felves to enquire whether their fakes can bear the
: payment
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payment of that intereft, and at that fate of ex-
change ? Have they once confidered the dilemma
in which they arc placed-—the ruin of their credit
in the Eaft Indies, if they refufe the bills—the ruin
of their credit and exiftence in England, if they ac-
cept them ? Indeed no trace of equitable government
is found in their politics ; not -one trace of com-
* mercial principle in their mercantile dealing ; and
hence is the deepeft and matureft wifdom of Par-
liament demanded, and the beft refources of this
kingdom muft be ftrained, to reffore them; that
is, to reftore the countries deftroyed by the mif-
condu of the Company, and to reftore the Com-
pany itfelf, ruined by the confequences of their
plans for deftroying what they were bound to
preferve.

Irequired, if you remember, at my outfet a proof -

that thefe abufes were habitual. But furely this it is
not neceffary for me to confider as a feparate head
becaufe 1 truft I have made it evident beyond a
doubt, in confidering the abufes themfelves, that
they are regular, permanent, and fyftematical.’

I am now come to my laft condition, without
which, for one, 1 will never readily lend my hand
to the deftru&ion of any eftablifhed government ;
which is, That in its prefent ftate, the government
of the Eatt India Company is abfolutely incor-
* rigible. o

gOt” thiy great truth I think there can be -
little doubt, after all that has appeared in this
Houfe. It is fo very clear, that I muft confider
the leaving any power in their hands, and the
determined refolution to continue and counte-
nance every mode and every degree of peculation,
oppreflion, and tyranny, to be one and the fame.

thing. I look upon that body incorrigible, from -
the fulleft confideration both of their uniform
' conduét,
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conduét, and their prefent real and wvirtual con--
ftication, -
If they had not conftantly been apprized of
all the enormities committed in India under their
authority ; if this ftate of things had been as
much a difcovery to them as it was to many
of us; we might flatter ourfelves that the de-
tection of the abufes would lead to their refor- -
mation, I will go further: If the Court of Di-
re¢tors had not uniformly condemned every act
which this Houfe or any of its Committees had
condemned ; if the language in which they ex-'
prefled their difapprobation againft enormities and
their authors had' not been much more vehement
and indignant than any ever ufed in this Houfe,
I fhould entertain fome hopes, If they had not, -
on the other hand, as uniformly commended ail
their fervants.-whohad done their duty and obeyed
their orders,-as they had. heavily cenfured thofe:
whio rebelled ; T might fay, Thefe people have been-
in an érror, -and when they are fenfible of it they.
will mend. But when I'refle¢t on the uniformity

~of their fupport to the obje@s:of their uniform-

cenfure ; and the. ftate of. infignificance” and dif-
grace to which: all of thofe have been reduced.
whom ‘they .approved ; and .that even. utter ruin
and premature death have been among the fruits
of their favour ; I muft be convinced, that in this
cale, as in all others, hypocrify is the only vice
that never'can be cured. . - . .

-Attend, I pray: you, to the fituation and prof-
petity of Benfield, Haftings, and others of that
fort. The laft: of thefe has. been treated by the
company with an afperity of reprehenfion that has

no parallel. They lament, $¢ that the powerof dif.. =

s« pofing of their property for perpetuity, fhould -
s fall into fuch hands.” Yer for fourteen jears,
: . . with
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with littleinterruption; he has governed 2l their afs
fairs, of every defcription, wit%r an abfolute fway.
"He bas had himfclf the means of - heaping up im-
menfe wealth ; and, during that whole period, the
fortunes of hundreds have depended on his fmiles

and frowns. He himfelf tells you he is incum- .

bered: with two hundred and fifty young gentle-
men, fome of them of the beft families in-Eng-
land, all of whom aim at returning with vaft
fortunes to Europe in the prime of life. He has.
then two hundred and fifty of your children as
his hoftages for your good behaviour ; and loaded.
for years, as he has been, with the execrations of
the natives, with the cenfures of . the Court of
Ditectors, and ftruck and blafted with refolutions
of this Houfe, he ftill maintains the moft defpo-
tic power ever known in India. He domineers
with an overbearing fway in the afiemblies of his
pretended mafters; and it is thought in a degree
rafh to venture to name his offences in this Houfe,
cven as grounds of a legiflative remedy.

- On the other hand, confider the fate of thofe
who have met with the applaufes of the Dire&ors.
Colonel Monfon, one of the beft of men, had his
days fhortened by the applaufes, deftitute of the
Jupport, of the Company. General Clavering,
whofe papegyric was made in ¢very difpatch from |
England, whofe hearfe was bedewed with the
tears, and hung raund with culogies of.the
Court of Directors, burft an honeft and indig-
nant heart at the treachery of thofc who. ruined
him by their praifes. Uncommon patience and
temper, fupported Mr. Francis a while longer
under the baneful influence of. the commen-
dation of the Court of Directors. His health
however gave way at length ; and, in utter dcfp:]ir

¢
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he returned to Earope.”™ ‘At his return the doors
of ' the India' Houfe' were fhut to this man, who
had been the obj.c&'oi’ their conftant admiration.
He has indeed efcaped with' life, but he has for-
feited all expe&tation of credit, confequence, party,
atd following. - He may well fay, A nemo mi-
nifro farerit; atque-2deo nalli- comes exeo. ‘This man,
whofe deep reach: of “thought, whofe large legif-
lative conceptions, apd: whofe grand - plans of po-
licy, maké the mdlt fhining’part of our Reports,
from whenge 'we have all'learned our leffons, if we
have learhed any good onesy thisman, from whofe
materials thof¢ gentlemen who ‘have leaft acktiow-
ledged' it hdve yet fpoken as from' a’ brief ; this
nian, driven from - his employment,. difcaunte-
nanced by the Directors, has had no other reward,
and no other diftintion; But that inward % fun-
¢ fhine of the foul” which a good conicience can
always beftow .upon itfelf. He has not'yet had

fo much as a good word, but froma perfon tod

infignificant .to make any other return for the
means with which he has been furnifhed for per-
forming his thare of a duty which. is equally
urgent-on-us all, -+ - - ' E
Add to this, that -from the higheft in place to
the loweft, evéry Britith fubject, who, in ebe-
dience to the Company’s orders, has been a&ive
in the difcovery of peculations, has been ruined.
They have been driven from India. “When they
made their appeal at” home-they were not heard ;
when they attempted to return they were ftopped.

- No artifice of fraud, no violence of power, has

been omitted, todeftroy thém in chara&er as well -

as in fortune. . .
‘Worfe, far worfe, has been the fate of the poor
creatures, the natives of India, whom the hypo-
crify of the Company has betrayed into complairie
- G of
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of opprefiian, and difcavery of peculation, - The
firt woman in Bengal, the Kénni of: Rajethahi, the
Ranni of Burdwan, the Ranni of Ambog, by
their weak and thoughtlefs truft in the Company’s
honour and protection, are utterly rujned: the
firtt of thefe women, a perfon of princely. xank,
and once of correfpondent fortune, who paid above
two hundred thoufand a year quit-rent to the flate,
is, according to very credible information, fo.com-
pletely beggared as to ftand in need of the relief
of alms. Mahomed Reza Khin, the fecond
Muffulman in Bengal, for having been diftin.
guifhed by the ill-omened honour of the counte-
nance and protection of the Court of Diretors,
was, without the pretence of any enquiry whatfo-
ever into hi§ condu&, ftrippéd of all his employ-
ments, and reduced to the lowelt condition. His
ancient rival for power, the Rajah Nundcomar,
was, by an infult on every -thing which India holds
refpectable gnd facred, hanged in the face of all
his nation, by the judges you fent to proteét that
people ; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an
ex poft faéto Britith a& of parliament, in the midft
of his evidence againft Mr. Haftings. The ac-
cufer they faw hanged. The culprit, without
agquittal or enquiry, triumphs on the ground of
that murder : a_murder not of Nundcomar only,
but of all living teftimony, and even of evidence

ct unborn, From that time not a complaint has

een heard from the natives againtt their gover-
nors. All the grievances of %ndia have found
a complete remedy.

Men will not look to a&s of parliament, to re~ -

gulations, to declarations, to votes, and refolu-
tions. No, they are not fuch fools, They will
afk, what is the road to power, credit, wealth,
and honours? They will afk, what conduét ends in

o S ' ‘ negle&,
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negledt, difgace, poverty, exile, prifon, and gibbet?

Thefe will teach them the courfe which they
arc to follow. It is your diftribution of thefe
that will give the charaéter and tone to your go-
vernment. . All the reft is miferable grimace.
When I accufe the Court of Directors of this

habitual treachery, in the ufe of reward and pu-.
‘nithment, I do not mean to include all the indi-

viduals in that Court. There have been, Sir,
very frequently, men of the greateft integrity and

virtue amongft them; and the contrariety in the.

declarations and condu@ of that Court has
arifen, I take ‘it, from this :=~That the honeft
Dire@tors have, by the force of matter of fad
an the records, carried the reprobation of the

evil ‘meafures of the fervants in India. This could.
“not be prevented, whilft thefe records ftared them

in the face 3 nor were the delinquents, eitherhere

- or there, very folicitous about their reputation,

as_long as they were able to fecure their power.
‘The agreement of their partizans to cenfure them,
blunted for a while the edge of a fevere proceed-
ing. - It obtained for them a charater of impar-

tiality, which enabled them to recommend, with

fome fort of grace, what will always carry a plau-
fible appearance, thofe treacherous expedients,

-called moderate meafures. Whilft thefe were un-

der difcuflion, new matter of complaint came over,
which feemed to antiquate the firt. The fame
circle was here trod round once more; and thus
through years they proceeded in a compromife of
cenfure for punifhment ; until, by fhame and de-

~ {pair, one after another, almoft every man, who

preferred his duty to the Company to the inte-

“refts of their fervants, has been driven from that

Court. oo ,
. ‘This, Sir, has been their conduét; and it has been

“the refult of the alteration which was infenfibly

- G 2 made
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miade in ‘their conftitution. The change was”

made infenfibly ; but it is now ftrong and adul,

and as public and declared, as it is fixed beyond -

all power ‘of reformation. So that there is none
who hears me, that is not as certain as I .am, that
the Company, in the fenfe' in which it was for-

merly underftood, has no exiftence. The queftion

is not, what injury you may do to the proprietors

of India fteck ; for there are no fuch men to be:

injured. If the active ruling part of the Company

who form the general court, who fill the offices,
and dire& the ‘meafures (the reft tell for no--
thing). were perfons who held their ftock as:
a means -of their fubfiften¢e, who in the pare.

they took were only concerned in the govern-

ment of ‘India, for the rife or fall of their-

dividend, it would be indeed a defeétive plen
of policy. The intereft of the people who
are governed by them would not be their primary

object ; perhaps a very fmall part of their confi-: .

deration at all. But then they might well be
depended on, and perhaps more than perfons in
other refpeéts preferable, for preventing the pe--
culations of their fervants to their own prejudice.
Such a body would not eafily have left their trade
as a fpoil to the avarice of thofe who received

their wages. But now things are totally peverfed. .

The ftock is of no value, whether it be the qua-
lification of a dire@or or proprietor; and it is
impoffible that it fhould. A director’s qualifica~
tion may be worth about two thoufand five hun-
dred pounds—and the intereft, at cight per cent.
s about one hundred and fixty pounds a year.
Of what value is that, whether it rife to ten, or
fall to fix, or to nothing, to him whofe fon, before
he is in Bengal two months, and before he de-
fcends the fteps of the council chamber, fells the
grant of a fingle contra& for forty thoufand

~ ‘ pounds ?-
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pounds ? Accordingly the ftock is bought up ia
qualifications. The vote is not to prowet the
ftock, but the ftock is bought to acquire the
voté ; and the end of the vote is -to caver and
fupport, againft juftice, fome man of power who
has made an obnoxious fortune in India; or-to
maintain in power thofe who are attually employ-
ing it in the acquifition of fuch a fortune; and to
avail themfelves in retura of his patronage, that
he may fhower the fpoils of the Eaft, * barba,
ric pear] and gold,” on them, their families, and de-
pendents. So tharall the relations of the Company
are not only changed, but inverted. The fervants

in India are not appointed by the Direétors, buc -

the Direétors are chofen by them. The trade is
carried on with their capitals. To them the re-
veaues of the country are mortgaged. The feat
of the fupreme power is in Calcutta. The houfe
in Leadenhall Street is nothing more -than a
change for their agents, fators, and deputies to
meet in, to take care of their affairs, and fupport
their interefts ; and this fo avowedly, that we fee
the known agents of the delinquent fervants mar-
fhalling and difciplining their forces, and the prime
fpokefmen in all their aflfemblies. - o
Every thing has followed in this order, and ac-
cording to the natural train of events, I-will
clofe what [ have to fay on the incorrigible con-
dition of the Company, by ftating to yeu a few

facts, that will leave no doubt of the obftinacy of

that corporation, and of their ftrength too, in re-
fifting the reformation of their fervants. By thefe
falts you will be enabled todifcover the folegrounds
upon which they are tenacious of their charter. It

is now more thantwp years that, uponaccountof the -

grofs abufes and ruinous fituation of the Compa-
ny’s affairs, (which occafipned the cry of the whole

warld long before it was taken up here) that we

G 3 inftituted
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inftituted two Committees to enquire into the mifs
managements by which the Company’s affairs had
" been brought to the brink of ruin. Thefe enqui-
ries had been purfued with unremitting diligence ;
and a great body of fats was collected and printed
for general information. In the refult of thofe
enquiries, although the Committees confifted of
very different defcriptions, they were unanimous,
They joined in cenfuring the conduét of the In.
dian adminiftration, and enforcing the refponfi-
bility upon two men, whom this Houfe, in con-
fequence of thefe reports, declared it to be the
duty of the Direétors to remove from their fta.
“tions, and recal to Great Britain,  becaufe they
¢ bad afted in a manner repugnant to the hbonour
s and policy of this nation, and thereby brought great
s¢ calamities on India, and emormous expences on the
s« Eaft India Company.”? ‘ _

Here was no attempt on the charter. Here was
no queftion of their privileges. “TFo vindicate their
own honour, te {upport their own interefts, to
enforce obedience to their own ordersy thefe were
the fole objeét of the monitory refolution of
this Houfe.  But as foon as the general court
could affemble, ‘they aflembled to demonftrate
who they really were. Regardlefs of the proceed-
ings of this Houfe, they ordered the Directors not
to carry into effet any refolution they might come
to for the removal of Mr. Haftings and Mr.
Hornby. The Diretors, ftill retaininy fome fha-
dow of  refpe¢t to this Houfe, inftituted an enquiry
themfelves, which continued from Juné t6 O&o-
ber; and after an attentive perufal and full confi-
deration of papers, refolved to take fteps for re-
moving the perfons who had been the objects of

* aur refolution ; but not without a violent ftruggle
. againft evidence. Seven Direftors went fo far as to
~enter a proteft againft the vote of their coure,

Upoq
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- Upon this the general court takes the alarm; is

re-affembles; it orders the Direors to refcind their
refolution, that is, not to recal Mr. Haftings and
Mr. Hornby, and to defpife the refolution of the
Houfe of Commons.” Without fo much as the

. pretence of looking into a fingle paper, without

the formality of inftituting any committee of en-
quiry, they fuperfeded all'the labours of their own
Directors, and of this Houfe. _
It will naturally occur to afk, how it was poffi-
ble that they thould not attempt fome fort of
examination into falts, as a colour for their refift-
ance to a public authority, proceeding fo very de-
liberately ; and exerted, apparently atlealt, in favour
of their own? The anfwer, and the only anfwer
which can be given, is, that they were afraid that

" their true relation fhould be miftaken. They

were afraid that their patrons and mafters in
India fhould attribute théir fupport of them, to
an opinion of their caufe, and not to an attachment
to their power. “They were afraid it fhould be
fufpected, that they did not mean blindly to fup-
port them in" the ufe they made of that power.
They determined to thew that they at leaft were
fet againft reformations that they were firmly

_ refolved to bring the territories, the trade, and the

ftock of the Company, to ruin, rather than be
wanting in fidelity to their nominal fervants and
real mafters, in the ways they took to their pri-
vate fortanes. ) o ' ‘
Even fince the beginning of this feffion, the

~ fame a&t of audacity was repeated, with the fame

circurnftances of contémpt of all the decorum of

~ enquiry, on their part, and of all the proceedings

of this Houfe. They again made it a requeft to
their favourite, and your culprit, to keep his poft;
and thanked and applauded him, without calling
for a paper which could afford light into the

' G 4 meric
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merit ar demeric of the tranfattion, and with-
out giving themfelves a2 moment’s time to con-
fider, or even to underftand, the articles of the
Maratta peace. The fa& is, that for a long
time there was a ftruggle, a faint one indeed,
between the Company and their fervants, But it
is a ftruggle no longer. For fome time the fupe-
riority has been decided. The interefts abroad are
become the fettled preponderating weight both
in the Court of Proprietors, and the Court of
Directors. Even the attempt you have made to
enquire into their practices and to reform abufes,
bas raifed and piqued them to a far more regular
and fteady fupport, The Company has made a
common caufe, and identified themfelves, -with
the deftroyers of India. They have taken on
themfelves all that mafs of enormity; they are
fupporting what you have reprobated ; thofe you
condemn they applaud ; thofe you order home to
anfwer for their conduct, they requeft to ftay, and
thereby encourage to: proceed in their practices.
Thus the fervants of the Eatt India Company
triumph, and the repreféntatives of the people of
Great Britain are defeated. - ‘

I therefore eonclude, what you all conclude,

that this body, being totally perverted from the
purpofes of its inftitution, is utterly incorrigible 3
and becaufe they are incorrigible, both in condu&
and conftitution, power ought to be taken out of
.their hands ; juft on the fame principles on which
have been made all the juft changes and revolu-
tions of government that have taken place fince
the begmning of the world.
- 1 will now fay a few words to the-general prin-
c;.Plé of the plan which is fet up againft that
of my Right Honourable friend. It is to re-com-
mit the government of India to the Court of
Dir¢ctérs. Thafe who would commit the refar-

A - N * . mation
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mation of India to the deftroyers of it, are the
enemics to that reformation. They would make
a diftinction between Directors and Proprietors,
which, in the prefent ftate of things, does not, cannot
exift. But a Right Honourable gentleman fays, he
would keep the prefent government of India in the

Court of Direftars; and would, to curb them,

ovide falutary regulations ;~—wonderful ! That
13, he would appoint the old offenders to correct
the old offences ; and he-would render the vicious
and the foolith wife and virtuous, by falutary
regulations. He woald appoiat the wolf as guar-

dian of the fheep; but he has invented a curious

muzzle, by which this proteéting wolf fhall not
be able 10 open his jaws above an inch or two at
the utmoft. Thus his work is finithed. But I tell
the Right Honourable gentleman, that controuled
depravity is not innocence; and that it is not
the labour of delinquency in chains, that will cor-
re¢t abufes. Will thefe geatlemen of the direc-
tion ‘animadvert on the partners of their own
guilt? Never did a ferious plan of amending of
any old tyrannical eftablifhment propofe the au-
thors and abettors of the abules as the reformers
of them. If the undone people of India fee their
old opprefiors in confirmed power, even by - the
reformation, they will expe&t mothing but what
they will certainly feel, a continuantce; or rather
an aggravation, of all their former fufferings.
They look to the feat of power, and to the per-
fons who fill it; and they defpife thofe gentle-
men’s regulations as much as the gentlemen da
who talk of them. :

But there is & cure for every thing. Take away,
fay they, the Court of Proprietors, and the Court
of Direors will do their duty. Yes;:as they
have done it hitherto. That the evils in India
have folely arifen from the-Caurt of Proprictars,

is
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is grofsly falfe. In many of them, the DireGtors
were heartily concurring § in moft of them they
‘were encouraging, and fometimes commanding ;
-in all they were conniving. -- ’

“But who are to choofe this well-regulated and
reforming Court of Directors >—Why, the very
proprietors who are excluded from all manage-
ment, for the abufe of -their power. They will
choofe undoubtedly, out of themfelves, men like
.themfelves ; and thofe who are moft forward in
refifting your authority, thofe who are moft en-
-gaged in falion or intercft with the delinquents

-abroad, will be the objets of their fele@ion.

But Gentlemen fay, that when this choice is
made, the proprietors are not to interfere in the
‘meafures of the Direftors, whilft thofe Directors
are bufy in the control of their common pa
trons and mafters in India. No, indeed, I believe

they will not defire to interfere. - They will choofe

thofe whom they know may be trufted, fafely
trufted, toact in ftrict conformity to their common
principles, manners, meafures, interefts, and con-
-netions. They will want neither monitor nor con-
4rol. It is not eafy to choofe men to a& in con-
formity to a public intereft againft their private:
but a fure dependance may be¢ had on thofe who
are chofen to forward their private intereft, at the
expence of the public. But if the Directors fhould
{lip, and deviate into rectitude, the punifhment is
in the hands of the general court, and it will furely
“be remembered to them at their next eletion.

If the government of India wants no reforma-
tion ; but gentlemen are amufing themfelves with
a theory, conceiving a more democratic or arif-
tocratic mode of government for thefe depen-
ances, or if they are in a difpute only about pa-
tronage 3 the difpute is with me of fo little con-

cern, that I fhould not take the pains to utter an -

affirmative
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affirmative or negative to any prepofition in it,

"If it 'be only for a theoretical amufement that

they are to propofe a bill; the thing is at befs
frivolous and unneceffary. But if the Company’s
government is not only full of abufe, butis one of
the moft corrupt and deftruétive tyrannies, that
probably ever exifted in the world (as I am fure
it is) what a cruel mockery would it be in me,
and in thofe who think like me, to propofe this.
kind of remedy for this kind of evil !

I now come to the third objeftion, That this
bill will increafe the influence of the Crown. An
Honourable gentleman has demanded of me,
whether I was in earneft when I propofed to this
Houfe a plan for the reduction of that influence.
Indeed, Sir, I was much, very much, in earneft.
My heart was deeply concerned in it; and I hope -
the public has not left the effect of it. How far
my judgment was right, for what concerned per-
fonal favour and confequence to myfelf, I fhail
not prefume to determine ; nor is its effect upon
me of any moment, But as to this bill, whether
it encreafes the influence of the Crewn, or not, is
a queftion I thould be athamed to atk. IfIam
not able to corre¢t a fyftem of oppreflion and
tyranny, that goes to the utter ruin of thirty mil-
lions of my fellow-creatures and fellow- u[b}e&s,

“but by fome increafe to the influénce of the

Crown, I am ready here to declare, that I, who
have been active to reduce it, fhall be at leaft as
active and ftrenuous to reftore it again. Iam no’
loverof names; I contend for the fubftance of good
and protecting government, let it come from what
quarter it will, 4

" But I am not obliged to have recourfe to this
expedient, Much, very much the contrary, I
am fure that the influence of the Crown will by
po means aid a reformation of this kind ; which

‘ | £an
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can neither be originated nor. fupported, but by
the uncorrupt public virtue of the reprefentatives
of the people of England. Let it once get into |
the ordinary courfe of adminiftration, and to me
all hopes of reformation are gone. Iam far from
knowing or believing, that this bill will encreafe the
influenee of the Crown, We all know, that the
Crown has ever had fome influence in the Court
of Diretors ; and that it has been extremely in-
creafed by the aéts of 1773 and 1780. The gen-
tlemen who, as part of their reformation, propofe’
¢« a more attive controul on the part of the.
¢ Crown,” which is to put the Direétors under a’
Secretary of State, fpecially named for that pur-’
pofe, muft know, that their project will iricreafe it
further. But that old influence has had, and the
new will have, incurable inconveniences, which
cannot happen under the patliamentary eftablifh.
ment propofed in this bill. * An Honourable
gentleman not now in his place, but who is well,
acquainted with the India Company, and by no
means a friend to this bill, has told" you that a
minifterial influence has always been predominant
in that body; and that to make the DireGors
pliant to their purpofes, Miniftets generally caufed
perfons meanly qualified to’ be chofen Directors, -
According to his idea, to fecure fubferviency,
they fubmitted the Company’s affairs to the di-
rection of incapacity. This was to'ruin the Com-
pany, in order to govern it. This was certainly
influence in the very worft form in which it could’
appear. At beft it was clandeftine and irrefpon-
fible, Whether this was done fo much upon fyf-
tem as that gentleman fuppofes, 1 greatly doubt,
But fuch. in effe@ the operation of Government '
on that court unqueftionably was; ‘and fuch .
undet a fimilar conftitution, it will be for ever.'

¢ Governor Johnflome, = .. .
S Minifters
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Minifters muft be- wholly removed from the
management of the affairs of India, or they
will have an influence in its patronage. The
thing is inevitable, Their fcheme of a new
Secretary -of Staswe, *¢ .with -a more vigorous
“¢ control,” is not much-better than a repetition of
the meafure which we know by experience will
not do. Since the year ‘17779 and the year 1780,
the Company has ‘been under the control of the
Secretary of State’s office, and we had then thtee
Secretaries of State. If more than this is done, then
they annihilate the dire&ion which they pretend to
fupport; and they augment the influence of the
Crown, of whofe growth they affelt {6 great an
horvor. But in truth this fcheme of reconciling a
direttion really and truly deliberative, with an
office really and fubftantially controlling, is a forc

- of .machinery.that can be kept in order but a very

fhort time. Either the DireQors will dwiadle into
clerks, or the Secretary of State, as hitherto hay
been the courfe, will -leave every -thing to -.'hem,

~ often through defign, often through negle&. ' 1f

both fhould affe& a&ivity,. collifion, procraftina-
tion, delay, and i in the cnd uter confuﬁon mutt
enfue.

But, Sir, therc is one kind of mﬂuencé fad
greater than that of the nomination to dffice. This
gentlemen in oppofition have totally overlooked,
although it now exifts in its full vigouts and it
will do fo, upon their fcheme, in at lealt as much

- force as it does now. That influence this bill

cuts up by the roots; I mean the influence of
proseddion. 1 fhall explain myfelf :—The office’
given 1o a young man going to India is of trifling
confequence. But he that goes out an infigni-
ficant boy, in a few years returns a great Nabob,
Mr. Haftings fays he has two hundred and ffty
of that kind of raw materials, who expeét to be
fpeedily
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fpeedily manufactured into the merchantable qua-
lity 1 mention. One of thefe gentlemen, fup~
pofe, returns hither, loaded with odium and with
riches, When he comes to England he comes
- as to a prifon or as to a fanftuary; and cither
are ready for him, according to his demeanor.
What is the influence in the grant of any place
in India, to that which is.acquired by - the
prote&ion or compromife with fuch guilt, and with

the command of fuch riches, under the domi-.
pion of the -hopes and fears which power. is’
able to hold out to every man in that condition 2.

That man’s whole fortune, half 'a million per-

haps, becomes an inftrument of influence, without

a fhilling of charge to the Civil Lift; and the

influx of fortunes which ftand in need of this.

Protc&ion is continual. It works both .ways;
it influences the delinquent, and it may cor-
rupt the minifter. Compare the influence ac-
quired by appointing for inftance even a go-

vernor general, and that obtained by proteéting

him., 1 fhall. putb this no further. But I
wifh gentlemen to roll it a little in their own
minds. .

The bill before you cuts off this fource of
influence. . Its- defign and main fcope is to re-
gulate the adminiftration of India upon the prin-
ciples of a Court of Judicature; and to exclude,
as far as human prudence can exclude, all pof
fibility of a corrupt partiality, in appointing to
office or fupporting in office, or covering from
enquiry and punithment, any perfon who has
abufed or fhall abufe his authority. . At the board,
as appointed and regulated by this bill, reward
and punithment cannot be fhifted and reverfed
by a whifper. That commiflion becomes fatal
.to cabal, to intrigue, and to fecret reprefenta-
“tion, thofe inftruments of the ruin of Incéi;..

1 ¢
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He that cuts off the means of premature

fortune,. and the power of protefting it when
acquired, ftrikes a deadly blow at the great fund,
the Bank, the capital ftock of Indian influence,
which cannot be' vefted any where, or in any
hands, without moft dangerous confequences to
the public, L . .
. -The third and contraditory obje&ion, is, That
this bill does, not increafe the influence. of the
Crown. On the contrary, That the juft power
of the Crown will be leflfened, and ¢ransferred
to. the ufe of a party, by giving the patronage
of India to a commiffion nominated by par-
liament, and independent of the Crown., The
contradi€tion is glaring, and it has been too well
éxpofed to make it neceflary for me to infift upon
it. But paffing the contradition, and taking it
without any relation, of all objections that is the
moft extraordinary. Do not- gentlemen know,
that the Crawn has nat at prefent the grant
of a fingle office under the Company, civil or
military, at home or abroad? So far as the
Crawn is concerned, it is certainly rather a
gainer ; for the vacant offices in the new com-
miffion are to be filled up by’ the King,

It is argued as a part of the bill, derogatory
to the prerogatives of the Crown, that the
commiffioners named in the bill arc to continue
for a fhort term of years (too fhort in .my
opinion) and becaufe, during that time, they are
not at the mercy of every predominant fa&tion of
the court. Does not this objetion lie againft the
prefent Dire&ors ; noene of whom are named by
the Crown, and a proportion of whom hold for
this very term of four years? Did it not lie
againft the governor general and council named

in the alt of 1773—who were invefted by name,

as the prefent commiffioners are to be ap-
pointed

[NV —
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pointed in the body of the a& of parliament,
who were to hold their places for a term of
years, and were not removable at the difcretion
of the'Crown? Did it not lie againft the re-
appointment,‘in the year 1780, upon the very
fame terms? Yet at nore of thefe times, what-
_ever other objetions the. fcheme might be liable
to, was' it foppofed to be a derogation to.the
juft prerogative of the Crown, that a commiffion
created by aét of parliament fhould have its
members named by the authority which called
it into exiftence? This is not the difpofal by
arliament of any office derived from the authority
of the Crown, or now difpofable by that authority,
It is fo far from being any thing new, violent,
or alarming, that I do not recolle&, in any par-
lamentary comniffion, down to the commiffioners
of the land tax, that it has ever been otherwife,
The objettion of the tenure for four years is an
objeétion to all places that are not held during
pleafure ; but-in that obje@ion I pronounce the
gentlemen, from my knowledge of their com-
plexion and of their principles, to be perfeétly in
carneft. The party (fay thefe gentlemen) of the
minifter who propofes this fcheme will' be ren-
. dered powerful by it; for he will name his party
friends to the commiflion. This obje®tion againft
party is a party obje€tion; and in this too thefe
gentlemen are perfectly ferious.” They fee that if,
by any intrigue, they fhould fucceed to office, they
will Jofe the clandefiine patronage, the true inftru-
ment of clandeftine influence, enjoyed in the namé
of fubfervient Directors, and of wealthy trembling
Indian delinquents. But as often as they are beaten
off thisground, they return to itagain. Theminifter
will name his friends, and perfons of his own' party.
—Who fhould he name ? Should he name his adver-
- faries > Should he name thofe whom he cannot truft?
‘ Should

A\
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Should he name thof¢ to execute his plans, whe,
ate the declared enemiés to the principles of his’
reform? His charalter is here at ftake. If ke
propofes for his own ends (but he riever will pro-
pofe) fuch names as, from their want of rank,
fortune, charaer, ability, or knowledge, are’
likely to betray or to fall fhort of their truft, he.
is in an independent Houfe of Commons; in an
Houfe of Commons which has, by its own virtue,;
deftroyed the inftruments of parliamentary fubfer-
vience. This Houfe of Commons would not en-
dure the found of fuch names. He would perifh
by the means which he is fuppofed to purfue for.
the fecurity of his power. The firft pledge he’
muft give of his fincerity in this great reform will
be in the confidence which ought to be repofed in
thofe names. S ‘ .
" For my part, Sir, in this bufinefs I put all indi-
reét confiderations wholly out of my mind. My
fole queftion, on each claufeé of the bill, amounts to
this :—Is the meafure propofed required by the ne-
ceffities of India? I cannot confent totally to lofe
fight of the real wants of the people who are the
objeés of it, and to hunt after every matter of
party fquabble that may be ftarted on the feveral
provifions. On the queftion of the duration of
the commiffion I am clear and decided. Can I,
can any one who 'has taken the fmalleft trouble to
be informed concerning the affairs of India, amufe
himfelf with fo ftrange an imagination, as that the .
habitual defpotifm and oppreffion, that the miono-

lics, the peculations, the univerfal deftruction

" of all the logal authoricy of this kingdom, which

have been for twenty years maturing to. their |

prefent enormity, combined with the diftance of .
~ the fcene, the boldnefs }a;xd artifice of delinquents, .

sheie”

a
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 their_combination, their exceffive wealth, and the >

faction they have made in England, can be fully

corre@ted in a fhorter term thin four ycars # None

has hazarded fuch an affértion—None, who has’

a'regard for his réputation, will hazard it. ., = .,

" Sir, the gentlemen, whoever hey ate, wlio fhall

be appointed to this commiffion, have an pnders
taking of magnitide on thejr hands, and their _l%
bility muft not only be, but it muft bé’ thought,
real5—and who'is it will believe, that any ;'E;fpﬁ'
A

fhort of an eéftablithment made, fupported,
fixed in its duration, with al,;‘th'e au;jhorit‘xl 6} pat-
liament, can be thought fecure of a.reafonabh
flability ? The plan of my Fongurable f:‘;q:s i5.
the reverfe of. that of reforming by the author ‘Ibz
the abufe.” The beft wé could exped from. then
is, that they fhould not continue their gncjent
pernicious a&ivity. To thofe we could think ,of
nothing but applying control; as ve arg fure, tﬁJa,;
even a regatd to their réputation (if any_fuch
thing exifts in them ) would oblige them {o coyer, to
conceal, to fupprefs, and confequently to prevept,
all cure of the grievances of India. | Far whit
can be difcovered, which is not to théir difgrace ?
Every attempt to correc an abufe would be 4 fa- i
tiré on their former adminiffration. . Every man
they fliould preténd to call to an account, wauld
be found ‘theif inftrument or ;lhéi_i- accomplice,
They can never fee d béneficial regulation, bug
with a view to defeat it.  The fhorter the tenure
of fuch perfons, the bétter would be the chance of

- fompe amendnient. ey e e

But the fyftem of the Bill is different,, Tt calls l

~—

in perfons no wif¢ concernéd with™ apy act cen-
fured by parliameiit ; perfons génerated with, and
for the reforin of which, they are tlfc:hl’!l?ci'ih’c’

. 10 » i moﬁ
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moft effential part. To thefe the chief regulas
tions' in the Bill are helps, not fetters; they are
duthorities to fupport, not regulations to reftrain
thém. From thefe we look for much more than
ihnocence. From thefe we expect zeal, firmnefs,
and unremitted activity., Their duty, their cha-
raQet, binds them to proccedings of vigour; and
they ought to have a tenure in their office which
prechudes all fear, whilft they are acting up to the
purpofés of theit truft; a tenure withour which,
nbné wil undértake plans that require a fe-
fiés and fyftém of a&s. When they know tha¢
they cafnot bée whifpered out of their duty,
that their public condu¢t camnot be cenfured

without' a public difcuffion ;- that thé fchémes

which they have begun will not be comnitted to
thefe who will have an intéreft and creditin defeat-
ifig and difgracing thém; then we may enter-
tain hopés. The tenure is for four years, or
during their good behaviour. That good be-
haviour is as long as they are true to the princi-
ples of the bill; and the judgment is in eithe#
Houfe of Parliament. This is the tenure of your
judges; and the valuable principle of the bill
is, to make a judicial adminiftration for India.
It i to give confidence in the execation of a duty,
which requires as much perfeverance and forti-

' tude d¢ can fall to th¢ lot of any that is born

of woman, -

As to the gain by patty, ftom the Right Ho-
nioutable gentleman’s bill, let it be fhewn, that
this fuppofed patty advantage is pernicious to
its objeét, and the objection is of weight; buc
until this is done, and this has not been at-
tempted; T fhall confider the fole objection; from
its tendency to prorhote the intereft of a party;
as sltogether contemptible, The Kingdom 1s

Ha2 divided
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divided into parties, and it ever has been fo di-
vided, and it ever will be fo divided ; and if no
fyftem for relieving the fubje@s of this kingdom
from oppreflion, and fnatching its affairs from
ruin, can be adopted, until it is demontftrated that
no party can derive an advantage from it, .no
good can ever be done in this country, If party
is to derive an advantage from the reform of

India, (which is more than I know, or believe) it

ought to be that party which alone, in this king«
dom, has its reputation, nay its very being,
pledged to the protetion and prefervation of
that part of the empire. Great fear is expref-
fed, that the commiffioners named in this bill
will hew fome regard to a minifter out of place.
To men made like the objectors, this muft ap,
pear criminal. Let it however be remembered
by others, that if the commiffioners thould be his
friends, they cannot be his flaves, But dependants.
are not in a condition to adhere to friends, nor to
principles, nor to any uniform line of conduét.
‘They may begin cenfors, and be .obliged to end
eccomplices. They may be even put under the
dire@ion of thofe whom they were appointed to
punith. ’

The fourth and laft obje&ion is, That the bill
will hurt public credit. I do not know whether
this requires an anfwer. But if it does, look to
your foundations. The finking fund is the pillar of
credit in this country ; and let it not be forgot,
that the diftreffes, owing to the mifinanagement
of the Eaft India Company, have already taken-
a million from that fund by the non-payment of
duties. The bills drawn upon the Company,.
which are about four millions,-cannot be accepted
without the confent of the treafury. The trea-

fury, aQing under a parliamentary truft and
. ader

authority,




{ 101 )

authority, pledges the public for thefe millions, If
they pledge the public, the public muft have a
fecurity in its ‘hands for the management of this
intereft, or the national credit 1s gone. For
otherwife it is not only the Eaft India Company,
which is a great intereft, that is undone, but,
‘clinging to the fecurity of all your funds, it drags
down the reft, and the whole fabric perifhes in
one ruin. If this bill does not provide a direction
of integrity and of ability competent to that truft,
the objection is fatal. If it does, public credit
muft depend on the fupport of the bill.

It has been faid, if you violate this-charter, what
fecurity has the chrter of the Bank, in which public
credit is fo deeply concerned, and even the charter
of London, in which the rights of fo many fub-
Je&s are involved ? I anfwer, In the like cafe they _
have no fecurity at all—No—no fecurity at all,
If the Bank fhould, by every fpecies of mifma-
nagement, fall into a ftate fimilar to that of the
Eaft India Company; if it fhould be opprefled
with demands it could not anfwer, engagements
which it could not perform, and with bills for
which it could not procure payment; no charter
fhould prote® the mifmanagement from correc-
tion, and fuch public grievances from redrefs,
If the city of London had the means and will of
deftroying an empire, and of cruelly opprefling
and tyrannizing over millions of men as good as
themfelves, the charter of the city of London
fhould prove no fanction to fuch tyranny and fuch
oppreffion. Charters are kept, when their purpofes
are maintained : they are violated when the pri-
vilege is fupported againtt its end and its object.

Now, Sir, I have finithed all I propofed to fay,
as my reafons for giving my vote_to this Bill, If
B H 3 Iam
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1 am wrong, -it is not for want of pains to know
what is right. ‘This pledge, at leaft, of my rec-
titude I have given to my country.

And now, having done my duty to the Bill,
Jet me fay a word to the author. I fhould
Jeave him to his own noble fentiments, if the un-
worthy and .illiberal language with which he has
been treated, beyond all example of parliamentary
Jiberty, did not make a few words neceffary ; not
fo much in juftice to him, as to my.own feclings.
I muft fay then, that it will be a diftinction ho-
nourable to the age, that the refcue of the
greateft number of the human .race that ever -
were fo grievoufly apprefled, from the greateft
tyranny that was ever exercifed, has fallen to the
Jot of abilities and difpofitions equal to the tafk;
that it -has fallen to one who the enlarge«
ament to comprehend, the fpirit to undertake,
and the eloquence to fppport, fo great a meafure
of hazardous benevolence.  His fpirit is not
owing to his ignorance of the ftate of men
and things; he well knows what fnares are
ipread about his path, from perfopal animofity, -
from court - intrigues, and poffibly from po-
pular delufion. But he has put to hazard his
.cafe, his fecurity, his intereft, his power, even

‘his darling popularity, for .the .bencfit of a

Jpeople whom he has never feen. This is the
yoad that all heroes have trod before him. He
s traduced and abufed for his fuppofed motives.
He will remember, that obloquy 1s a neceffary in-

* .gredient in the compofition of all trye glory : he

will remember, that it was not only in the Roman
cuftoms, but it is.ip the nature and conftitution
.of things, that calumny and abufe are effential
parts o% wriumph. Thefe thoughts will fuppore

4 : a mind,
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a mind, which only exifts for honour, under the
burthen of temporary reproach.”. He is doing in- -
deed a great good 3 fuch as rarely falls to the lot,
and almoft as rarely coincides with the defires, of

© any man. -Let him ufe his time. Let him give

the whole length of the reins to his benevolence,
He is now op a great eminence, where the eyes of
mankind are turned to_him. ' JHe may live long,
he may do much. But here is the fummit. He
never can exceed what he does: this day. -

He has faults ; but they are faults that, though
they may in a fmall degree tarnifh the luftre, and
fometimes impede the march of his abilities, have
nothing in them to extinguifh the fire of great
virtues. In thofe faults, there.is no mixture of
deceit, of hypocrify, of pride, of ferocity, of
complexional defpotifm, or want of .feeling for
the diftrefles of mankind. :His are.faults which
might exift in a defcendant of Henry the Fourth
of France, as they did exift in that father of his
country. Henry the Fourth withed that he might
live to fec a fowl in the pot of every peafant of
his kingdom. That fentiment of homely benevo-

" lence was worth all the fplendid fayings that are
. recorded of ‘kings. But he withed .pethaps for

more than could be obtained, and the goodnefs of
the man exceeded the power of the King, . Byt
this gentleman, a fubjet, may this day fay this
at leaft, with truth, tlhat he fecures thcfricc in his
to every man in India. A. poet of antiqui

fl?;ught‘it one of the firlt diftintions to a ,p‘rlincz
whom he meant to celebrate, that through a long
fucceflion of generations, he had been the pro-
genitor of an able and wvirtuous .citizen, who
by force of the arts of peace, had correéted

gavernments
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governments of oppreffion, and fupprefled wars of
rapine, ‘

Indole proh quanta juvenis, quantumque daturus
Aufonig populis, ventura in facula civem.

Ilie fuper Gangem, fuper exauditus of Indos,
Implebit terras voce ; et furialia bella

Fulmine compefcet linguz.——

‘This ‘wes what'was faid of the predeceflor of the
only perfon to whofe eloquence it does not wrong
that of tl. mover of this bill to be compared.
But the Ganges and the Indus are the patrimony of
the fame of my Honourable friend; and not of
Cicero. 1 confefs, I anticipate with joy the re-
ward of thofe, whofe whole confequence, power,
and authority, exift only for the benefit of man-
kind; and 1 carry my mind to all the people,
and all the names and defcriptions, that, rclieved

by this bill, will blefs the labours of this Parlia- -

ment, and the confidence which the beit Houfe
of Commons has given to him who the beft de-
ferves it. . The ljttle cavils of party will not be
heard, where freedom and happinefs will be
fele. There is not a tongue, a nation, or
religion in India, which will not blefs the pre-
fiding care and manly beneficence of this Houfe,
and of hir 1 who propofes to you this great work.
Your nanes will never be feparated before the
throne of the Divine Goodnefs, in whatever lan-
guage, or with whatever rites, pardon is afked
for fin, and reward for thofe who imitate the
Godhead in his univerfal bounty to his creatures,
Thefe honours you deferve, and they will furely
be paid; when all the jargon, of influence, and
party, and patronage, are {wept into ob'livi;)n. '
have
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I have fpoken what I think, and what 1 feel,
of the mover of this Bill. An Honourable friend
: of mine, fpeaking of his merits, was charged
' with having made a ftudied panegyric. I don’t
know what his was. Mine, I am fure, is a ftudied
panegyric; the fruit of much meditation; the
refult of the obfervation of near twenty years.
For my own part, I am_ happy that I have
lived to fee this day ; 1 feel myfelf overpaid for
the labours of eighteen years, when, at this late
period, I am able to take my fhare, by one hum-

4 ble vote, "in deftroying a tyranny that exifts to
. - the difgrace of this natioh, and the deftruion of
fo large a part of the human fpecies.

b,
b

FINTIS.




