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TO THE

PROPRIETORS

OF

EAST INDIA STOCK.

GENTLEMEN,
AV ING aconfiderable demand on the Company,
and being difappointed in all my endeavours to
obtain an amicable fettlement from the Court of Direc-
tors, I am reduced to the difagreeable neceflity of trou-
bling the proprictors at large; and as the propofition I
mean to fubmit to your confideration is not for an
allowance of my claims, but for a reference of them to
an impartial examination, without any expence to the Come
pany, I truft, that my requeft will not be deemed un-
reafonable,

My demand is for the balance of an account cur-
rent between the Company and me, and for da-
mages, But therelative fadls are of fuch a kind, that
it is not poffible to ftate them with juftice to myfelf,
without criminating fome perfons of high rank in the
Company’s fervice abroad ; whofe conneftions and
influence will {ufficiently account for the difficulties,
which have oppofed me in fecking for redrefs at
home. However, I hope to be able to exhibit a thort
account of my cafe, with temper and moderation ; and,
notwithftanding the length of my fufferings from the
injuries I have fuftained, to avoid all unneceffary re-
fletions.
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In July 1765, the Governor and Council at Madrafs
agreed with Mr. Kerr, to take up on freight a'thip cf
305 tons, called the Patzy, for a voyage to the ifland of
Séoloo and back again. The objelts of the voyage
were to fettle the Eaft India Company’s accounts with
the people of Sooloo; and to bring back to Madrafs
fuch of the Company’s effe@s as could be colleéted, to-
gether with fome Seapoys, who had been left az Sooloo
on their return from the fiege of Manilla, at the conclu-
{ion of the late war, and were under the command of
Captain Des Plans, a native of Switzerland, who had
previoufly been an officer in a corps of French deferters
at Manilla. I was applied to by the Governor and
Council to undertake the voyage, as commander of
she thip, and as agent to the Company’; arid being anxi=
ous to eftablith a conne&ion with the Company, I ac-
cepted of the offer, and gave up a very advantageous
voyage to Pegu, in a fhip, of which I was commander,
fupercargo, and part owner. There was no writlen
agreement as to the terms on which I'was to perform
this voyage, except a covenant in the charter party, that
the Company fhould pay me and my officers at the rate
of 1000 Arcot rupees a month, for the purchafe of that
part of the tonnage, which is called the privilege, and
otherwife might have been claimed by us for private
itrade. But 1 was informed by letter from the fecretary
-to the Governor and Council, that I was to viétual the
troops from the time of their embarkation; and I un-
derftood, that [ was to have the ufual batta or fea al-
lowance for defraying the expence of vitualling, I
alfo underftood, that I was to have a fatisfadtion for my
‘trouble as agent to the Company, fuch 2s had been paid
to others; charged with like comm i ffions.

The agreement for the voyage being thus fettled, I
fet [ail for Madrafs the 1t of Auguft 1765, which was
lefs than three weeks after engaging in the fervice, and
{carce more than a day after receiving my letters of in-
ftru&ions; and notwithftanding the latenefs of the fea-
Ton, which the Governor and Council themfelves took
notice of, I arrived at Sooloo the 25th of O&lober.

At Sooloo I gave my utmoft attention to the feveral
affairs which my inftru@ions pointed out. I fettled, in
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wiiting, the Company’s accounts with the various per~
fons, who were indebted to the Company, received in.
goods fuch parts of the balances as could be recovered,’
and took proper acknowledgments, in writing, for the
remainder. Further, in conformity to my inftru&ions,
I exerted myfelf in eftablithing a good correfpondence,
both with the Sultan of Sooloo and his people, and
with the Buggufles and otber foreigners trading there.
When 1 had tranfadted the whole of the Company’s
bufinefs with the people of Sooloo, as far as it was
practicable, I proceeded to embark the Seapoys; and
on the 24th of December 1765 fo many were em-
barked, that I expeéied to have been ready for failing
back to Madrafs the next day. But captain Des Plans,
finding that two of the Seapoys, who ftrayed out of
their limits, had been killed in the woods at Sooloo,
infifted on relanding a party of them to revenge the
injury, notwithftanding the particular directions I had
received at Madrafs to cultivate a good underflanding
with the Sooloo people, and my ftrong remoaftrances.
To gratify this imprudent thirft for revenge, captain
Des Plans went in perfon with a party of 150 men in
purfuit of the fufpeCted murderers ; and as they were
tled, he burnt their habitations and deftroyed their
itores of provifion. This accident gave occafion to a
delay of feveral days. However, on the 12th of Ja-
nuary 1766, my fhip fet fail from Sooloo 4o return di-
rectly to Madrafs. But inftead of being able to effe&t
this, I loft two of my anchors ; the fhip’s fails and rig~
ging were greatly damaged by hard weather; and the
fhip itfelf, by working to the windward to pafs the
{traits of Balaback, was fo overftrained, and became
fo leaky, as to require two pumps conftantly at work.
Io this {ituation 1 held a confultation of my officers,
at which it was unanimoufly refolved to return to Sco-
loo to ftop the leaks ; which refolution was figned by
captain Des Plans. Accordingly the thip was brought
back to Sooloo, where fhe arrived the 1gth of Fe-
bruary 1776. On examining her, three dangerous leaks
were difcovered ; and as for want of carpenters and
other conveniencies thefe could only be botched up at
-Booloo, it was unanimoufly refolved in a fecond con-
3 2 fulta-
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fultation, to proceed through the ftraits of Macaffar ta
Batavia, in order to have the fhip thoroughly repaired
there before attempting to crofs the Indian fea. After
this refolution, which was alfo figned by captain Des
Plans, the fhip was flightly repaired, and on the 12th
of March 1766, I again left Sooloo, and crofling the
line ftopped at Paffier in the ifland of Borneo the 224
of March, to take in wood and water. Whilft at
Paffier I bad an invitation from the King of that place,
and during a vifit to him obtained under feal the grant
of a free trade for the Eaft India Company to his king-
dom, exclufive of all other Europeans, with liberty to
ere&t a fort. This grant, in refpe&t as well of the
extent and riches of Paffier itfelf, as of its nearnefs to
‘Celebes the key of the.fpice iflands, [ thought would
be agreeable to my employers, and might be the ground-
work for a great enlargement of their trade. I alfo
received an-invitation from the King of Mandar, a
powerful Prince in the ifland of Celebes, who fent his
fon to me with a prefent of gold-duft for the Governor
of Madrafs, and a letter containing an offer of a grant
to the Eaft India Company fimilar to that from the
King of Paffier.

On the 10th of April 1766, 1 left Paflier, and failed
to Banjarmafleen 5 and after waiting there ten days to
fee the S. E. monfoon regularly fet in, I proceeded for
Batavia, but could not reach it till the 26th of May.
Immediately on my arrival 1 fent to the Governor-
-general and Council at Batavia a written requeft for
Jeave to repair the fhip ; and they ordered a furvey of
‘her by the proper officers, who reported her to bein fo
very bad a condition, that the repair would require
too much time to alJow her to be refitted by the Dutch
artificers.  However liberty was given to me to repair
the fhip by other workmen ; and Iaccordingly ufed
all the means in my power, to expedite the making
her fit for going to Madrafs. But the great variety of
the repairs, the difficulty of procuring proper artificers,
my being confined to my bed for forty days by the
Batavian fever, the lofs of all ufe of my firft mate
by the fame diforder, and the death of my fecond mate,
prevented the effeCting this before the 25th of Auguft,
when I left Batavia in my way to DMadrafs, # X
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. The 2gth of Auguft I flopped at Prince’s ifland ta
complete my ftore of water, as is cuftomary for fhips
failing weftward. When this was doing, I had not
the leaf} fufpicion of any difcontent on the part of cape
tain Des Plans. The latter indeed, whilft at Sooloo,
had expreffed fome diffatisfaCtion on account of not
having a larger veffel for the troops, and complained ta
me, for ordering their baggage to be fearched, as they
were embarking, and their gun-powder to be taken
away and depofited in the fhip’s magazine. But onits
being explained to him, that there was more than fuf-
ficient room in the fhip, and that the taking away the
gun-powder was a neceflary precaution to prevent
fire, he acquiefced ; and afterwards a perfe& harmony
feemed to prevail. Thad the greater confidence in this
appearance ; as I had feveral times accommodated Des
Plans both with-money and goods, on baving his bond
and receipt ; and during our ftay at Batavia had re-
ceived from him feveral friendly letters, the laft of
which, ftill in my poffeflion, was only a fortnight
before beginning to embark the troops, and contained
an application for the loan of 3 or 4co rupees, which
were immediately advanced without any written ac-
knowledgement. Taking advantage of this unfortunate
fecurity on my part, of my not being recovered from
the Batavian fever, and of the opportunity from his
being on fhore, he formed a plan for feizing the fhip
and difpoflefling me of the command. His chief con-
federate was one John Marr, a failor from the Dutch
fervice, who had been retained by me at Batavia, and
a&ted as a fubftitute for the deceafed fecond mate. In
profecution of their mutinous f{cheme, they exafperated
the Seapoys by telling them, that Des Plans had inter-
cepted a letter from me, offering to fell them to the
Malays ; and by this wicked ftory, and, as it is pre-
fumed, by other falthoods of a like kind, the Seapoys
were feduced to join in the confpiracy. Accordingly
upon receiving orders from Des Plans, Mahommed
Ufab, one of the Subadars, affembled a party of the
Seapoys under arms the 2d of September in the morn-
ing; and by his command thefe feized me on the quar-
ter-deck, and forced me into clofe confinement i{:br:ny
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«<abbin, firlt robbing it, and afterwards taking full
pofletfion of the thip. In the afternoon of the fame
.day, Des Plans came on board, and ordered Mr.
‘Godfrey my firft mate to take the command of the
fhip; but on Bis refufing, Des Plans went on fhore
again. About twelve the next night, Des Plans, ac-
companied by Marr and a party of Seapoys, returned to
the thip. On their firft coming on board, the beha-
viour and difcourfe of Des Plans and Marr proved an-
intention of putting me to death, and orders to fire "
upon me in my bed were attually given by Des Plans
to the Seapoys. But Mahommed Ufab objeted to
killing me, without firft bringing me on the quarter-
deck and hearing what I could fay for myfelf. This
fo difconcerted Des Plans, that he found it neceffary to
give up the defign of. murdering me; and upon con-
fulting with Marr for 2 fhort time, the latter, having
Sirft upbraided Des Plans for cowardice in not going
through the bufinefs, went on fhore in the long-boat
with his things, and fled to the woods, from which
he refufed to return without a pardon for his crime
under my hand. Des Plans followed Marr on fhore
with a party of Seapoys; but finding, that he counld
not be prevailed upon to return, Des Plans went on
‘board the fhip again, and once more urged Mr. God-
frey to take the command of her. But he in the moft
peremptory terms refufed, telling Des Plans, that by
the laws of the fea, to obey his orders would be death,
and repeating the fame thing to the fhip’s company.
Thus reduced to the extremity of not being able 1o
proceed without my z2id, Des Plans fent Mr. Godfrey
with a letter to me, and allo with a meflage defiring
me to navigate the fhip to Bencoolen. I anfwered,
that if I was releafed from confinement, 1 would take
charge of the fhip as pilot. This was agreed to, but
‘before Des Plans would permit the thip to weigh an-
chor, 1 was required to fign a paper promifing to carry
the thip to Bencoolen ; and, as I knew, that all oppo-
fition would be fruitlefs, I complicd.

In this ftate of things, the thip left Prince’s ifland
the 6th of September, fhaping her courfe towards Bén-
<oolen.  During the paflage Des Plans, theugh often
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to, refufed to permit the chefls and lumber on the
deck to be put into the hold, or any part of the thip
to be cleanfed; his objet being to bave her appear
at Bencoolen with every poffible difadvantage, in order,
that he might thereby create a prejudice againft me,
and colour his own criminality, by the prctence'of hav-
ing feized the fhip to refcue the troops from ill treat-
ment. On the 15th, perceiving a thip and a fnow with
Dutch colours at a fmall diftance, I defired Mr. God-
frey to give a fignal of diflrefs, and fire a gun; but Des
Plans being informed of it by one of his people, and
knowing, that the laws of the fea would authorize even
foreigners to give me aid, and to imprifon thofe who
had forcibly feized my fhip, commanded the fignal to
be taken down, and the gun to be unloaded.

After this incident of meeting the Dutch veflels, no-
thing material happened till the fhip’s arrival at Ben-
coolen, which was on the 24th of September, 22 days
from Des Plans’s piratical feizure of the fhip; a time
fully fufficient, at that feafon of the year, for carrying
her to Madrafs. When the fhip reached Bencoolen,
my Batavian fever having been greatly aggravated by
my fufferings from the criminal a&s of Des Plans, I
was fo enfeebled, as to be fearce capable of moving
without fupport. However, immediately on being land-
ed, I made {hift to wait on Mr, Carter, the Governor at
Bencoolen, and, in the beft manner the fever I languith-
ed under would allow, reprefented the crime Des Plans
had committed, and declared my intention of bringing
Des Plans and his confederates to trial at a court of
admiralty. But Des Plans had been previoufly with
the Governor, to whom he endeavoured to exculpate
himfelf, by falfely imputing to me ill treatment of the
Seapoys, and infinuating that I had an intention of cas-

* rying them to Bengal ; and the cold reception, my com-
plaints met with, convinced me, that Des Plans’s bafe
reprefentations had fucceeded too well, to leave me
much hopes of redrefs from Mr, Carter; for he affeéted
to treat the charges againft Des Pians as a private diffe-
rence, which ought to be fettled 2t Madrafs, adding,
whar, fince my return from the Eaft Indies, I have
found to be a grofs falfehood, that there was no admi-
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ralty jurifdiction at Bencoolen. QOn leaving the Go-
vernor I went into lodgings, wherel was confined ta
my bed by the violence of my fever for more than ten
days, with little expefation of recovery ; during which
time the Governor and Council, taking a crue/ advantage
of my fituation, difcharged my thip from the Compa-
ny’s fervice, and figned a proteft againft me and Mr.
Kerr the owner, full of the moft injurious allegations.
"This injuftice was the grofler, as the proteft was made
without any examination of witnefles, or giving me the
leaft opportunity of juftifying myfelf. THowever, the
violence of my fever being in fome degree abated, T was
not difcouraged from taking meafures to fecure juftice
to myfelf, and punifth Des Plans. With this view, I
wrote a letter to the Governor and Council, requefting
to have a copy of Des Plans’s written charge againit
me; propofing, that they fhould take the affidavits and
depofitions of the feveral perfons on board the thip,
left death, or other accident, fhould derrive me of their
teftimony ; offering to enter into bonds to' profecute
Des Plans and the partners of his crime; and fuggeft-
ing, that, notwithftanding the want of an admiralty
jurifdicion, they might, perhaps, be authorized to com-
pel him to give fecurity for his appearance. But this
letter was wholly difregarded by the Governor and
Council. They refufed a copy of Des Plans’s charge;
becaufe they propofed fending it to Madrafs, and did not in-
tend to enter into the merits of the dijpute between Des
Plans and me.  They declined taking the examination
of witnefles, becaufe they could wot be of any ufe. They
refufed to take any precaution to oblige Des Plans to
appear, becaufz they bad no doubt of his going to Madrafi.
They artfully confirmed me in the error, into which
I had been previoufly led, about the admiralty jurifdic-
tion for they avoided explaining to me, that they had &
grant a&it, and referred me to the Governor and Coun-
cil of Madrafs.—It is fcarce poflible to conceive grofler
mifbehaviour than what appears on the face of the let-
ter, which contains this anfwer from the Governor and
‘Council 'at Bencoolen.— My charge againft Des Plans
was for a capital crime, ftated with the affefZing circum-

ftances of ingratitude, treackery, and a defign to murder.
. Coldly
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Coldly to denominate this a difpute, was an unfeeling abufe
of words. T'0 refufe to examine into the grounds of this
charge, when they were pofleffed of jurifdi@ion to try
the crime, was a thamelef(s breach of their duty; and to
deceive me into @ belief of their not having a jurifdittion,
was a meannefs of the loweft fpecies.—Des Plans’s
charges againit me, though not for crimes, were of a
ferious kind, both in refpe& to my fortune and cha-
ralter. To ground a proteft againft me upon thefe
charges, without hearing me or my witnefles, was of
itfelf a great injuftice. But, after thus deciding on the
affair without a hearing, to fay they did not intend en-
tering into the merits, to refufemea copy of the ac-
cufation, to tell me that I fhould fee it at Madrafs,
and in the mean time to refufe taking any examinations,
was complicating inconfiflency with injuflice, and made
the bigheft and moft infulting aggravation of the ori-
ginal injury.—On receiving this injurious letter from
the Governor and Council at Bencoolen, I refolved to
embrace the earlieft opportunity of going to Madrafs,
in order to obtain that juftice there, which at the for-
mer place I had been fo firangely difappointed of. But
as the Patty for want of proper affiftance was ftranded
at Pullo-bay near Bencoolen, I was under the necef-
fity of purchafing another veflel for the voyage. The
only one, I could meet with, was a fnow belonging
to Governor Carter 5 and, though his agent Mr. Coles
bad bought her a few months before for 8ool. when
fhe was in a2 much better condition, yet the Governor
was {o exorbitant as toinfift upon 2500l. from me. My
fituation was fuch, that I was obliged to buy the fnow
at this unreafonable price ; the Governor taking a re-
fpondentia bond for one half of the money, and a
draught on the prefidency at Madrafs for the other
half.

As foon after purchafing Mr. Cartey’s fnow as the
feafon would permit, I fet fail for Madrafs, where I
arrived the 16th of July 1767. I immediately waited
on Mr. Bourchier, then governor of Madrafs, and de-
livered to him a packet from the Governor and Council
of Bencoolen, which I underftood to contain an ac-
count of the proceedingscin my cafe, together with a

pri-
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private letter from Governor Carter. Mr. Bourchiez
received me in the rudeft manner 5 and, after reading
Mr. Carter’s letter, hrake out into 2 violeat paffion,
and refleCted upon me with very indecent language,
fuch as at any time would have been deferving of fevere
réprehcnﬁon,’ +but was then particularly unmanly ;
becaufe he knew, that there was no fort of infult, but
what in his fituatipn as governor might be offered with
impunity. This beginning, fo inaufpicious to me,
was foon followed with other events, which proved,
that [ was as far from juftice at Madrafs, as when at
Bencoolen.

One of the firfk things done by me, after com-
ing to Madrafs, was preparing my account with
the Company, the ballance of which amounted to.
_upwards of scocl. in my favour, though I only
carried the account to the time of the fhip’s dif-
charge at Bencoolen ; and alfo though I fufpended
making any charge for my trouble as agent to the
Company at Sooloo; which I was induced to doj
becaufe no terms had been ftipulated on that head, and
T was then ignorant what was the ufual allowance, and
T withed to remove every obftacle to immediate pay-
ment. In this account credit was given to the Com-
pany. for the half of the 2500l. for which I had given a
bill to Mr. Carter, But notwithflanding the large bal-
lance claimed by me, the Governor and Council by a
Yetter of the 10th of June 1767, informed me, that they
declined accepting the bill given to Mr, Carter, till al/
my accounts were adjufted. This delay of the ac-
ceptance furnithed Mr. Bourchier, as attorney for Mr.
Carter, with a pretence for protefting the bill, which
was, accordingly done, with a threat from Mr. Bour-
chier to fue me, unlefs the refpondentia bond was im-
mediately paid. Such 2 ftep was of courfe a great thock
to my credit. But it was ftill further burc by Mr.
Bourchier’s unjuftly, and, as it is conceived, without
apthority, refufing to permit my fuow, which could
not ftay at Madrafs without great danger from the fea-
fon of the year, and a heavy expence and lofs, to fet
fail for Bergal, till both the refpondentia bond and
the bill were paid ; a ftep the more oppreflive, as Ideclar-
ed my intention of remaining myfelf at Madrafs, How-
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eter I was able to give fufficient fecurity for paying off
the refpondentia bond. - As to the bill, the proteft hav-
ing fufficiently wounded me, and the intention being
to effect this without prejudice to Mr. Carter, the
Goveinor and Council at laft found out, that there
would &z a ballance dué to me beyond the bill, and there-
fore paid it without waiting for the adjuftment of the
account. The tefolution of the Governor and Council
for this purpofe is dated the 13th of Auguft, 1767, and’
was thus expréffed : ¢ As there will, upon fettling Caplain
¢ Didwells accounts, ¥emain a ballance due 1o him, excerding’
€¢ bis bill, for Spanith Dollars 5000. drawn in faveur of
¢ Roger Carter Efquire, it is agreed, that the faid bill be
¢¢ difcharged.” But this payment was made without,
notice to me 3 nor was I informed of it till afterwards,
when, there being no purpofe to anfwer for Mr. Car-
ter, the Governor and Council once more altered
their language, and charged me with aballance of 520l.
Is it poflible to ftate a more apparently partial proceed-
ing, than this fhifting and capricious condué of the
Covernor and Council } Was it not natural, thit, on
comparing Mr. Bourchier’s perfonal abufe at the firft
interview, with his fubfequent illegal condut in pre-
venting my fnow from leaving Madrafs, I thould im--
pute this oppreffive partiality of the Council to his in-
fluénce ?

The next thing I gave my attention to was ob<
taining written depofitions from Mr. Godfrey the
chief mate, Edward Johnfon the gunner, and fuch of
the failors on board the Patty, when Des Plans’s mu-
tiny broke out, as I had been able to keep together 5
and, as I found no fteps taken by the Governor and
Council for examining them, Iapplied to Mr. Sadlief
the Mayor of Madrafs, who examined the witnefles
perfonally, after which they figned affidavits, and he
fubfcribed to their having been taken in due form.
Thefe affidavits, containing the fulleft proof as well of
the crime committed by Des Plans and his accomplices,
with all the circumftances already {tated, as of my good
ufage of theSeapoys, were foon after tranfmitted to the
Governor and Council. I had fome hopes, that the
fight of thefe proofs might remove the ill impreflions of
the Council, and expedite the fettling of my accounts,
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Bat their filence foon convinced me, that they wers
equally averfe to all attempts to criminate Des Plans or
to exculpate myfelf; and, though I addrefled them with
feveral very prefling letters, they fuffered me to remain
without an anfwer till the 28th* of September, when
they fent me a letter, containing objetions to the ac-
count I had delivered in 3 and giving notice, that they
fhould fufpend a final fettlement of the accounttill the
arrival of Des Plans. As this letter explains the reafons,
on which the Board afterwards made out an account
charging me with a ballance to the Company, an anfwer
toit will fall within the obfervations I thall make, when
I come to thataccount.

Three or four days after my receipt of this letter
from the Governor and Council, Des Plans arrived at
Madrafs in the Royal Admiral; and in the fame fhi
Marr, who had abfconded from me at Prince’s iﬂandlz
was broughtin irens for mutinous behaviour to the chief
of a fettlement fubordinate to Bencoolen. When I
heard of theirlanding, I immediately went to Mr. Py-
bus one of the Council, who was fitting magiftrate
for the week ; and I told him, that I came to charge
Des Plans and Marr, and their accomplices, with the
crime they had committed on board my fhip whilft at
Prince’s ifland ; and I required Mr. Pybus to take my
information on oath, and grant me a warrant for ap-
prehending the criminals. At the fame time I fhewed
him my information in writing, together with the af-
fidavits, which Mr. Godfrey and eight others of the
failors on board the Patty had fworn to before Mr.
Sadleir, obferving to Mr. Pybus, that the/z witne/fes were
ready 1o attend bim and to add their teflimony to mine. After
fome hefitation he peremptorily refufed to take my in-
formation or in any other refpe& to interpofe his au-
thority. ‘This thameful breach of duty by Mr. Pybus
as a magiftrate convinced me, that the courfe of
juftice was entirely obftruéted in my cafe, and that it
would beé fruitlefs to perfevere in the profecution of
Des Plans. However in order to record in the beft
manner ] could Mr. Pybus’s indecent mifcondud, I
figned a proteft againft him for denying the exercife of
bis authority, and fent it to him regularly attefled by
a potary publick.
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It being now manifeft, that I was not to expet even
the femblance of juftice from the Governor and Coun-
c¢il at Madrafs, 1 had little hopes of their paying me
the whsle of the balance due on my account current.
Yet a convition of the fairnefs of my demands led me
to fuppofe, that I thould receive a confiderable part,
which, in the diftrefled circumftances fuch a feries of
oppreflions had involved me, was an obje@ of import-
ance. But the Governor and Counci! at laft conde~
fcended to releafe me from the miftake I was under ;
for,about three weeks after Mr. Pybus’s extraordinary
refufal to take any information againft Des Plans, they
fent me an account, by which 1 was made a debtor to
the Company in 1280 Pagodas or 5121. The man-
ner of converting me, by a few ftrckes of the pen, from
a creditor into a debtory was briefly this.

In my account I had charged the ufua! batta or fea
allowance, for viQualling the troops from Soolvo to
Bencoolen. But the Governor and Council, in their
account, only credited me for one balf; under pretence,
that I had not treated the troops properly, either in re-
{pe to provifions or accommadationy and that I had been
guilty of uneceflary delays in the voyage. This deduc-
tion, making a.difference of more than 190o 1. was found-
ed on the moft unjuft accufations. As to the provifions
and accommodations, Mr. Godfrey, and the failors on
board the Patty, who were examined on oath, depofed,
that the Seapoys were treated in the fame manner as
my own crew ; that the provifions were good and fuf-
ficient; and that they never heard the Seapoys com-
plain either of their provifions or accommodations, till
after the feizure of the fhip at Prince’s Ifland; and I
am ftill in pofleflion of vouchers, which prove my hav-
ing purchafed at Batavia a quantity of provifions, treble
more than might be expeéted to be neceflary for the
voyage to Madrafs, and at fuch a price, as will evince
the goodnefs of the quality to thofe converfant with
the fubje@. In refpelt to the delays in the voyage,
independently of their being merely inferred from length
of time, the Governor and Council had before them
the fullelt proof, that they were all unavoidable. Two
of the inflances of imputed delays were returning to

Sooloo
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Sooloo a fecond time, and afterwards golng to Batavia,
But the neceflity of both thefe mealures was proved,’
riot only by the log-book, and the iffidavit of Mr. God-
frey, my firft mate, but was even attefted by Dés Plans
himfelf, who had fubferibed his name to the previous
confultations T held. The other principal inftance
alledged was the length of my ftay at Batavia. But
this was accounted for, by the bad ftate of my fhip
vehen I arrived at that place, the difficulty of repairing
there, and my illnefs, and that of my officers ; and Mr.
Godfrey had fworn to our time’s having been employ-
ed.in refitting the fhip; and if the board”at Madrafs
Yad not decided without hearing me, I could have
adduced other proofs, particularly vouchers fhewing
the expenditare of nearly 1cvo L. upon the thip whilft
at Batavia,

Another charge in my accgunt was the futn of 1991 1.
for the privilege of me and my officers, being after the
rate of 1006 Afcot rupees a month, from my leaving
Muadrafs, to the thip’s difcharge at Bencoolen, accords
ing to the terms of the charter-party with the Company.
But the Governor and Council at Madrafs, in thei¢
account, did not think fit'to allow any thing for pri-
vilege. The reafon they afligned, was, that I had for<
feited all pretenifions to privilege by private trade o
board the fhip. To this I anfwer.—1. That the pri-
vate trade 1 carried on bore no proportion to the ex+
tent of the privilege ; for the privilege amounted to fixty
one tons in the hold; but Icarried to Sooloo o my
own account farce three tons of goods, as'appears by
the invoice, and if the hold had not been under bal-
Iaft, thefe might have been flowed, either in the great
cabin, the gun-room, or the flore-rooms, all of which [
was entitled to the ufe of, independently of the privilege. —
2. That the goads, I carried out, were put on board
publicly, with the knowledge of the Governor and Conncil
at Madrafs; and more than half were purchafed with
2000 Pagodas, which themfelves bad advanced me to-
wards vi€tualling, and the other contingent expences of
the voyage; and all were effential 1o the voyage, as Pago--
das were not current at Sooloo, and Dollars wete not
to be had at Madrafs, which the Governor and Councit

themfelves
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themfelves mentioned in their letter of inflruGtions.—=
3. That the goods, I brought back on my own account,
did not exceed nine tons, and were the barter for fuch of
the goods I bad taken out, as I could nat difpaofe of for moneys
the remainder of the goods I had on board, when the
fhip arrived at Bencoolen, being either the property o
the Company, or {uch as I bad taken upon freight for their
benefit, inflead of ballafl—If this explanation had been
attended to, and the Governor and Coyncil at Madrafs
had not been under the influence of the moft invincible
partiality, I apprehend, that they would not have con-
ftryed my taking goods on board, under the circum-
{ftances I have ftated, a forfeiture of the fum agreed to be
allowed for privilege.

Anctber article in my account was a charge of 300
dollars or 75l. for an interpreter to enable me to tranf-
a& the Company’s bufinefs. But the Governor and
Council in their account did not allow me one fhilling
for this article. The reafon they affigned was, that
Captain Des Plans declared be aited as an interpreter when-
ever 1d.fired him. But Des Plans’s aflertion againft
me, who accufed him of a capital crime, ought not to
have been credited without the fupport of more unex-
ceptionable teftimony ; and if the aflertion had
been true, it was oo vague to warrant the inference of
the Governor and Council. The fa& was, that Des
Plans did not know the Malayan language well enough
toadt as an interpreter ; that [ had hired one at Malacca
in my way to Saoloo ; and that I kept him to the time
I left Batavia, which was about twelve months. With-
outfuchaperfon I could not have tranfadted my buficefs;
and he was particularly neceffary at Sooloo, where I
had fo many accoun:s to fettle between the Company
and the natives. Tothis interpreter I paid much more
than7sl. forthat fum wasonly the proportion Ithought
it reafonable tochargeto the Company with; the remarn-
der being charged to the thip’s owner, who, notwith-
ftanding the example of the Governor and Council, al-
lowed the charge in the accounts I fetcled with him.

A further charge in my account was the fum of 275
dollars, or 621, 10s. for prefents I had fent to the king
of Paffier and his nobility. But the Governor and

Council
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Council 2t Madrafs difallowed the whole of this article §
becaufe I bad no authority to tranfas? with bim on the Com-
pany’s account.  Yet Governor Bourchier accepted of the
gold-dufl, which I brought frcm the King of Paffier,
‘and ‘which, as I had reafon to believe, was much more
‘than equal to the prefents I charged the Company
with. Some will think, that’the man, who obtained
for the Company the grant of a free and exclufive trade
1o a country of no {mall confequence in the Eaft,
without any flipulations on the Company’s part, ought
at leaft to be paid the trifling fum of 621. 10s. as a part of
hes expences on the occafion ; whether the charge is
{tri€tly legal or not.  But be this as it may, how can
Governor Bourchier reconcile his retaining the gold
duft I brovght from the King of Paflier, with refufing
to allow for the prefents I gave in return ? .

I had charged in my account 275 dollars or 681, 15,
for wood and matts, bags, boat, and cooly-hire, for fome
fago and cowries, which T had received in part of pay-
ment of the Company’s debts at Sooloo. Buat the
Board in their account omitted this fum intirely;
though it was a very reafonable charge, aad I then had
and ftill have the vouchers to fupport it.

Another article in the credit of my account was a fum
of 11118 rupees, or 138¢l. 155. for money and goods
advanced to Des Plans on the joint credit of the Com-
pany and himfelf; for which he had given me his bond
and receipt. But the Governor 2nd Council, in their
account allowed me credit for only 1010l. under pre-
tence, that the goods, which Des Plans had from me,
were fold at an exorbitant price 5 though they did not
explain, what the overcharged articles were. ‘The_
fa& was, that Thad fold them to Pes Plans at lefs than
the whsle-fale price, which was current at Sooloo, and
he had preferred them to money ; and by fo doing made
a great profit, as he difcharged with them fome debts
tothe Buggufles, which, if they had been paid in money,
would have been a great difadvantage to Des Plans,
In order to render this injuftice in depriving me of 3701,
out of 1380l. more plaufible, the Governor and Coun-
cil, in their account, falfely ftated only 1100 rupees to
have been'advanced by me, in money ;* when the tfuth

. was,
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was, that Des Plans by a receipt acknowledged to have
received 2000 rupees in maney, and not more than 2000
of the 9118 rupees remainder of the debr, for which he
gave his bond, were advanced in goods ; nor was there
any evidence to the contrary, except the verbal affers
tion of Des Plans.

Having thus deprived me of above 4400l in the
eredit of my account, the Governorand Council com-
pleted the injury, by adding to the debit two fums, nei-
ther of which 1 was chargeable with.—Of thefe the
principal, and only one worthy of notice here, was a fum
of 1025!. for’an alledged deficiency in the produce of
fome goods, which I took in barter on the Company’s
account. The fadls relative to this article were thefe,
Before I failed from Madrafs for Sooloo, the Governor
and Council fent fome blue and white long cloths on
board my fhip, with written inftruétions to difpofe of
them to the beft advantage in concert with Captain Des
Plans. When [ was at Sooloo, I found, that thefe
cloths were {o ill chofen for the market, as to render an
advantageous {aleof them for money impra&ticable. Thig
being the cafe, T was glad of the opportunity of barter-
ing them for fome wax pearls camphire and ebony,
which I bad reafon to believe would finally bring a very
large profit to the Ccmpany; their cloths being rated
in the barter at 100 per cent more than the invoice
price ; and the wax camphire and ebony, taken in re-
turn, being valucd according to the rate {ettled between
Mr. Dalrymple and the people of Sooloo when he was
there as agent for the Company; and the pearls being
rated in 2 way equally for the Company’s benefit. As
this barter was likely to be fo profitable to the Com-
pany, and was made with the knowledge and conlent of
Des Plans, I had not an idea, that I fhould be deemed
to have alted againft the fenfe of my inftruétions. On
the fhip’s arrival at Bencoolen, the Governor and Coun-
cil there infifted on taking thefe bartered goods into
their pofleflion, and gave me a receipt for them ; from
which time I confidered this tranfadtion as wholly
clofed between the Company and me; efpecially as
they fold the wax before I left Bencoolen. But more
than a year after, the Governor and Council at Madrafs
E required
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required’ me to take the camphire pearls and ebony.
back-again ; aad, though I refufed to take them, as

well on account of the camphire’s being injured in qua-

lity by the length of time, and the feafon’s being fo far

advapced, that the pearls could.not be f{ent to the China

market for a year to come, as becaufe I did not choofe to
open.a clofed tranfa&ion, yet the Governor and Coun-

cil at'Madrafs, in their account, not only charged me

for the Company’s bartered cloths, but rated them,
100 per cent beyond the invoice price, in the fame

manner as | had done in bastering them. But I fubmic

to thofe converfant with mercantile fubjeéts, whether
this manner of proceeding was not wholly unjuftifiable.
‘The {pirit of my inftruClions feems fully to have war-

ranted the barter I made ; or if it had not been fo, tak-

ing the bartered goods from me at Bencoolen; and

felling part of them, fo confirmed the tranfaction,as to

take away ail pretence for afierwards impeaching it ; or

{hould I be miftaken in both thele points, flill it was a

moft unreafonable-thing to charge me with a_profit of
100 per cent on the invoice price of cloths, -which,.
though I bartered them after that rate, could not be fold
at Scoloo for money at any rate, and, if they had been-
brought back-to Madrafs, would not have fold there for
more than three fourths of the invoice price. There is
the lefs excufe for this injuftice, as.1 aGually made an
offer to take the remainder of the goods I received in
barter, if the Governor and Council would accept of
the invoice price of the Company’s cloths, and nine per
cent interefl from the date of the invsice, which would bave
been a profit of 25 per cent. on the invoice price, This

offer \being tejecled, the camphire pea:ls and ebony
were left in the Company’s wareboufe at Madrafs,
where I fuppofe they ftill remain.

. Such were the principal operations, by which the
Governor and Council eluded the large ballance, which

was due to me ; and the refult was, that, inftead of
having more than a principal fum of 50001. with Eaft
India interett to receive, 1 found myfelf charged with a
debt of above 5001. to the Company, a charge, which

was.equally contrary to the truth of the cafe, and the
Board’s ewn refolution two months before, and proved,
b i that
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that T was to be dibtor or creditor, as, for the prefent
moment, beft fuited the plan of oppreffion. Left, too,
this grofs injuftice fhould fail to deter me from any
further proceedings, they gave the finithing firoke, by
promoting Des Pians to a majority ; one reafon, exprefly
afligned 1n the Council books, being bis fpirited conduct
in obliging me to proceed with the Patty to Fort Marlbrough.

Atter experiencing fo much opprefion from the
Board at Madrafs, I thought it high time to remove
myfeif cut of the reach of their perfecution ; and ac-
cordingly, I left that place about January 1768, and
went to Pondicherry, whence I proceeded to Calcutta.
Having feteled various accounts with fome merchants
there, [ went to Bombay, and at this laft place wasenga-
ged by Governor Hodges and others in two voyages,
which turned out fo profitable, that I found my circum-
ftances fuch, as enabled me to return to England, where
T arrived in November 1771. I immediately began to
prepare a narrative of my cafe for the Direétors ; but
the relative papers and vouchers were fo numerous, that

I was not ableto lay it before them till a year after my ~
return. My cafe was referred to a commitice of trade; .

but they (uffered nine months to pafs without proceed-
ing in the bufinefs. At length, in confequence of fe-
veral prefling letters, [ was fummoned to attend the
committee ; bur nothing of confequence pafled; and
not hearing from them for three months more, I, in Ja-
nuary 1774, wrote a letter to the Directors, reminding
them of the bufinefs. But before 1 fent this letter in,
1 fhowed it to the then chairman Mr. Waeeler, who,
to my great aftonithment, told me, that my cafe had been
decided againft me above a month befote. This in-
formation was foon confirmed to me by a letter from
the Company’s fecretasy. Extremely mortified at hav-
ing my claims thus decided upon by the Dire&lors,
withoutexamining me to any of the points in queftion, or
{o much as entering into the confideration of any one
article of the account current, though whenever I heard
of the committee’s meeting, | atiended with my papers
and vouchers ; 1 applied to the court of Directors for a
revifion, and accordingly my cafe was once more referred
to a committee. The firft time of attending them, I

D2 found,

e
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found, that the delay, imputed to me’in-the voyage bes
tween Sooloo and Batavia, was the obje& under their
immediate enquiry, and that they were ready to adopt an
erroneous opinion in confequence of fome grofs falfifi-
cations in the copy of my journal, which had been tran{-
mitted by the Governor and Counci at Bencoolen.

‘Thefe immediately occurred to me, and at the next .

meeting I laid before them the original journal, on
comparing which with the copy, the latter appeared,
and was acknowledged, to be fo eflentially different from
the former, that I underftood the Committee to approve
.of my condut in refpeét to the navigation of the fhip
till my arrival at Batavia; and as the charge of wil-
ful delay, before I reached that place, was one prin-
cipal foundation of the proteft for difcharging my thip
at Bencoolen, I at length entertained hopes of a full and
candid examinatien. But thefe were foon diffipated
for, inftead of proceeding to the other paints of the
cafe, the Committee ftopped fhort in the inquiry, and
seported it as their opinion, that 1 bad no jufl demands
on the Company. The fubftance of this reporr, as it was
afterwards confirmed by the Court of Dire&tors, 2nd
therelore, without explanation, might raife a prefump-
tion againft the juftnefs of my claims, is proper to be

ftated and obferved upon. ¢
The firft opinion it contained was, that my going
inte Quedah in my way to Sooloo was unneceffary, and
therefore improper.  This charge was not only new,
. but unknown to me , till I read the report; and had I
been examined to ir, when I attended the Committee,
nothing could have been more eafy than to have an-
fwered it. . Quedah, at the feafon I left Madrafs, was
right in my way, and was the beft and fafeft paflage
to Sooloo, on account of the Jand and fea winds, which
then prevailed on the Malay coaft. 1 flopped only
four days, to take in wood, water, and »provifions;
part of which time I was kept for want of wind ; and if
1 had not taken this advantage of {upplying myfelf at
Quedah, I muft afterwards have ftaid a longer time at
Malacca, to have procured the like neceffarics. Fur-
ther, notwithftanding the latenefs of the feafon, T made
good my paflage to Sooloo before the fhifting of the
" Monfoon,

v
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Monfoon. In other words, my going to Quedah made
no fort of difference in the voyage ; and fo the Com-
mittee would have found, if they had examined me to
this point, or had underflood the nature of the naviga-
tion, and had fufficiently adverted to my journal, and
the affidavit of Mr. Godfrey, my firft mate. But atthe
worft, as my paffage was not loft, the imputation is of too
trifling a nature to have any influence on my demands.
- In the next paragraph the report acquits me of every
mifconduét in the navigation of the thip from Quedah
to Sooloo, and from thence to Batavia, This, 1 con-
ceive, to be a very important conceffion, as it wholly
exculpates me from the principal parts of thofe unne-
ceffary delays, which were imputed to me by the
boards at Bencoolen and Madrafs.

The next paffage in the report alledges, that my fay
at Batavia was much longer than appeared to have been ne-
ceffary. But if the particular circumftances, by which
I explained my ftay at that place, had been taken into
confideration, together with the vouchers in my cuf-
tody, relative to the repairs of my fhip, which would
have been produced, if the Committee had continued
their enquiry, they could no more have blamed me for
my ftay at Batavia, than for going there,

The remainder of the report confifts of a general
conclufion againft my having any demand on the Com-
pany, expreiled to be chiefly founded on the decifion
of the Board at Madrafs, and without fpecifying an
cpinion on fo much as one article of the account current,

r containing a fingle word on the piratical feizure of
the fbip, and the warious injuries and oppreffions of the
Company’s fervants abroad.—Thus, after flattering me
for nearly two years with hopes of a full difcuffion of
my cafe, the Direors avoided going into the principal
points of it, and ended with prefuming in favour of that
very decifion of the Governor and Council at Madrafs*,
from which I appealed,

When

® Tt is the more extraordinary, that the Direttorrs thould
give fuch implicit credit to the Board at Madrafs ; as foon af-
ter my leaving thar place, the Court of Direftors ordered Ga-
vernor
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“ When the DireQors had come to this fecond refolu-
tion againft allowing my demands, I faw it would be
in vain to attempt troubling them with any further ap-~
plication of an amicable kind. I therefore filed 2 bill
in Chancery againft the Company, knowing, that, from
the neceflity of an anfwer, the Dire&ors, however difin-
clined, muft once more refume the confideration of my
cafe. But, immediately after, I fent in 2 letter to the
Diredtors, explaining this to" be the principal view
with which I made this laft effort toprocure juftice, and
propofing an amicable adjuftaent of my affair. The
fubftance of my propofal ‘was, that the Company’s Sei-
Ticitor fhould draw a ftate of my cafe for the Attorney
General’s opirion on my account current; and that his
decifion fhouvld be.final to me, but not binding upon
the Diretors, unlefs they fiould think proper to make
it fo; the only terms, T defired to flipulate for ‘myfelf,
being a liberty to fee the cafe when ftated, and to tranf-
‘mit to the Company’s Sollicitor fuch obfervations, as I
fhould conceive to be ncceflary for miy own juftifica-
tion. 1 added, that if the Attorney General fhould
decline giving his opinion, I was ready to fubmit to the
award of the Sollicitor General, or 2ny cther indiffe-
rent gentleman of the bar the Dire&ors thould name;
that 1 would pay the whole cofts of the reference ; and
Iaftly, that, if this reference to my account current was
confented to, I would releafe the Company from all
claims for damages, and in refpe@ to thefe, would
wholly rely on the Company’s henour for any fum the
gentleman, to whofe opinion the cafe fhould be left,
might recommend.

‘This propofzl the Direfors have thought proper to
rejed, founding themfclves on the difcuffion they have
aireaay, given to my preienficns, and alfo fuggefting,

vernor Bourchier keme for mifcondué, and feverely reprimand-
ed the council under him. ‘This appears by the following
‘extralt from the Company's general letter, which was fent
to the Board at Madrafs 1n 17735, when Lord Pigot was laft
appointed to the Government there. : ‘
¢ So greaf was our refentment againtt our Prefident and Council,
- that we not_only erdered Mr. Bourchier 1o quit the goverameit,
“.but fewerely reprimanded the members of our Councel,™
that
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that they have a&ted with the affiffance of the Company’s.
law-officers. Naming the law-officers induced me to
apply to know, whether any cafe was ever ftated to the

ompany’s counfel, or he had given any written opi-
nion, and if fo to have copies; but the Directors have
thought fit to refufle every part of the information I de-
fired.

Thus difappointed in the attempt to obtain an ami-
cable reference from the Court of Dire&ors, 1 now
make my appeal to the juftice of the Proprietors at
large; trufting, that from their fenfibility I fhall expe-
rience a very diffcrent fort of treatment.

I do not requefl, that the Proprietors fhould give me
credit for any of the faéts I have flated, or that they
fhould allow the debt I claim to be due from the Com-
pany; or, even that they fhould give themfelves the
trouble of deciding upon my claims,

What 1 apply for, is a reference of my demands to
the decifion of an impartial arbitrator between the
Company and me. To render the propofal more un-
exceptionable, I fubmit to be finally bound by his
decifion, however unfavourable to me ; and yet I agree,
that, if favourable, it thall not be conclufive to the Com-

any. .
F Itycannot be obje&ed, that complying with my requeft
will bring upon the Company any improper expence ;
for I confent to pay all the fees and other incidental
charges.

It cannot be objefled, that T expe&t an unreafonable
fum for damages; becaufe though I know myfelf to
have been moft cruelly opprefled by the Company’s
fervants abroad, yet I confent to wave my claim to
damages, and to confine the reference to my account
current.

If itis obje&ed, that the Dire&ors have already given
a full difcuffion to my claims, I deny the fa&t; and I
beg leave to affert, that, either in confequence of the
influence arifing from Mr. Bourchier’s connections and
fortune, or from the want of fuflicient time to examine
into my cafe, their inquiry was moft imperfe&; and I
appeal to the terms of their own report. But fhould
Iadmit the fa& to be otherwife, it would not prove the

reference
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reference I afk for to be unneceflary; becaufe the Di-
rectors, though not perfontally interefted againft me, are
fo officially, and thercfore their opinion, without any
difrefpe& to them, may be well fuppofed to have been
influenced by a partiality for the Company and their
fervants ; nor is it any incivility to impute a like par-
tiality to the Company’s law-officers, if they really did
give any opinion to the Direors, which I have reafon
to believe was not the cale.

Upon the whole, I fubmit, that the propofed refe-
rence is free froaf every fort of obje&ion; that, as on
the one hand it will remove improper obitacles to the
fatisfation of my claims, if they are juff, fo on the
other hand, it will produce an effeCtual condemnation
of them, if they are zzju/l ; and laftly, ‘that thus open-
ing the door to an impartial examination, without
forcing me to rifque a fuit, which, however well-found-
ed, might by its tedioufnefs and expence create new
embaraffments, inftead of healing old injuries, will not
more conduce to juftice to me, than it will refle@ ho-
nour on the Company. s

GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to be
Your moft obedient

and moft humble fervant
London,
April 25, 1777,

GEORGE DODWELL

APPEN.
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Affidavit of Mr. GopFrEY, Captain Dod-
well’s Firft Mate,

ILLIAM GODFREY, * late chief mate of the

thip Patty, Captain George Dodwell com-
mander, maketh oath, and faith : That he proceeded
in the faid fhip from Madrafs to Sooloo, as fecond
mate ;—that, in croffing the bay, meeting with frefh
gales, they fplit the fails, and occafioned many other
accidents ;—that, on the twenty-third of Auguft, in
the year of our Lord one thoufand {even hundred and
fixty-five, being off the portof Cudda, and having little
elle but light airs and calms, Captain Dodwell embra-
ced the opportunity of ftopping there, to enlarge his
ftock of provifions, and continued there about four
days, and from thence procecded to Malacca ; where
the faid fhip arrived the feventh day of September, in
the faid year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five,
and procured water, and fuch other neceflaries as could
be procured, for the faid thip’s ufe; and, on the ele-
venth day of the faid month of September, failed for
Sooloo, and arrived there on the twenty-fifth day of
O&ober following ; and after ftaying there about fe-
venty-five days, tranfa&ing the Company’s affairs, and
taking in neceflaries for the thip, &c. Captain Dodwell
received the troops on board, and put to fea, in order,

® The principal falls, fworn toin this affidavit, are confirmed
by the affidavits of eight others of the crew of Captain Dod-
well’s {hip, being all of his failors who happened to be at
Madrafs when the examinations were taken. If the Governor
and Council at Bencoolen had not refufed to take the exami-
nations, when Captain Dodwell propofed it, there were many
witnefles more, who were ready to have fworn to the fame

facts,
E a8
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as this deponent verily believes, to return to Madrafs 5
but meeting with a hard gale of wind, the fhip’s fails
and rigging were very much damaged ; and having loft
two" anchors, and fprumg a leak, a confultauon was
held, on the eighteenth day of February, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, be-
tween the faid Captain Dodwell, Captain Des Plans,
ennis Hoﬂand fuft mate, and this deponent ; thé re~
fult of which was,.to return to S00!00, which was done
accordingly ; and, after getting what fmall affiftance
that place could afford, towards refitting the f2id thip,
and fhe fill remaining very leaky, another confultation
was held, in Socloo roads, on' the. twenty- fourth: day
of the fald mon:h of February, and it was determined
to proceed to Batavia; in purfuance of which, on the
twelfth day of March following, the faid Captain Dod-
well put to fea for that purpole, and ftopt at Paflier on
the twenty-fecond day of the faid month of March, pro-
vided wood and water, and, on the ninth of April fol-
Jowing, put to fea, and endeavoured to weather the
fouth end of Borneo; which, with great difficulty, was
“done; and, on the twem)-thlrd of the faid month of
April, came to an anchor off Tombotneo, and conti-
nued there till the tenth day of May following, and
then proceeded to Batavia, where the faid fhip arrived
the twenty-fixth day of the faid month of May ; and,
during her ftay there, the time was chiefly taken up.in
repairing her; but as it was very difficult to obtain
water there, the faid Captain Dodwell determined to
proceed to Princes Ifland, and on the faid Captain Dod-
- well, Capt. Des Plans, Mr. Burnet of Batavia, and this-
deponent’s going on board for that purpofe, on the
twenty-fecond day of Auvguft, Mr. John Marr, whom
Captain Dodwell received on board, at Batavia, as fe-
cond mate, in the prefence of this deponent, the faid
-*Mr. Burnet, and Captain Des Plans,” complained jo
 Captain Dodwell, that the Seapoys, when they went
on board, weie inclined to be, mutinous, perfilting in
- carrying jars, and allmanner of dirt and fi.th between
decks ; which he endeavouring ta‘prevent, one of them
_“took a billet of wond, threaxen-ng to throw it at him 3
upon which he was undcr the neceffity of going to the
cabin
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<abin, and bring out a piftol to terrify him ; threaten-
ing, if they would not delift, he would immediately
make a fignal of diftrefs to the Dutch fhips, and have
them fecured, and punifhed for mutiny, or to that ef-
felt ;—that the faid Caprain Dodwell proceeded with
the faid fhip to Princes Ifland, where he arrived the
twenty-ninth day of Auguft; and, during %er ftay
there, Mahomad Uiab, fubadar, in a mutinous manner,
on the fecond day of September foliowing, got the
Seapoys under arms, forced Captain Dodwell (who
was then on the quarter-deck) into his cabin, and
clofely confined him there; robbed the cabin, and took
full pofleflion of the fhip ; placing two centinels, with
bayonets fixt, before the cabin door, and one centinel
in the ftern gallery, with a drawn fcymetar; and, for
fome t'me, refufed him, this deponent, admittance to
fpeak to the faid Captain Dodwell, or even to go to
the ftern gallery :—that, the next morning, the muti-
neers, or part of them, fcized the long boat, forced into
her a Lalcar, and tock her on fhore ; and, in the after-
noon of the fame day, Captain Des Plans came on
board, and ordered him, this deponent, to take the
command of the fhip, without afligning any reafon for
it, or telling him where he wanted him to carry her to:
but, on this deponent refufing fo to do, the faid Cap-~
tain Des Plans returned on fhore again. The muti-
neers, or part of them, were conftantly armed : —that,
‘the next night, thelongboat returned, bringing'with her
Captain Des Plans, the faid Mr. Marr, and a party of
Seapoys, and they drew up in two ranks, upon the lar-
board fide of the quarter-deck, armed ; and, to the beft
of this deponent’s recolletion, with bayonets fixt, Mr,
Marr, coming into the thip, faid, ¢ I am Captain of
this fhip: he’s a dead man :” (meaning, as this depo-
nent verily believes, that the faid Captain Dodwell was
a dead man): and this deponent defired to know whom
he meant ; and he replied, ¢ Afk no queftions : if you
have any regard for yourfelf, go forward.”” But on this
deponent’s requefting leave to ftay to receive Captain
Des Plans, he, this deponent, obtained it ; Mr. Marr,
having firft afked Caprain Des Plans’s confent: and -
when the faid Captain Des Plans came on board, he,

E2 this
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¢his déponent, afked him the occafion of the people’s
being drawn up, and under arms; and told him, he
feared fomé bad defizn'was going forwzrd. He replied;
¢ There is no harm meant to you; (meaning this de-
ponent) make yourfelf eafy.” This deponent replied;
¢ ] know you intend me none, but I fear Mr. Marr
may.” Upon which this deponent and Captain Des
Plans embraced each other ; when the former burft in+
to tears :—that this deponent found, the faid Captain
Des Plans had got one or more piftols or each fide, un«
der a‘cloak which be had on. Mr. Marr coming up to
Captain Des Plans, told him, there was no time to bé
Joft : ‘making ufe of the words, ¢ Let us do the bufi-
nefs,” (or to that effe&): after which the faid Captain
es Plang, and Mr. Marr, went on the quarter-deck,
towards the cabin door, dnd this deponent went for-
ward ;—that the gunner and quarter-mafter corhing up
about that time, were ordered forward, (all, or mo%t of
the fhip’s company being forward before) :—that, by a
‘Seapoy’s information to this deponent, Captain ]ges
Plans was the perfon agreed on, to carry their defigh
Jnto_execution; which was, as the faid Seapoy inform-
£d this deponent, to murder Captain Dodwell when in
his cot: he alfo informed this deponent, that the faid
Mahomed Ufab told the faid Captain Des Plans, that
it was cowardice to murder him, as be was their pri-
“foner, and likewife under their hands, to do as they
pleafed with him : that he might be brought upon the
quarter-deck, to fay or confider of any thing, before his
_death ; or to that effec :—that the faid Captain Des
Plans and Mr. Marr went forwzrd, and confulted, or
talked together for fome time ; and Mr. Marr upbraid-
ed Captain Des Plans with cowardice, in not going
through with what he had undertaken —~that Mr,
Marr left him, and went into the long-boat, taking
_with him a box and other things :—that, foon after-
wards, Captain Des Pians followed him in tears, with
-the party they brought along with th :m :—that, after
Captain Des Plans had got afhore, he wrote to this de-
ponent, requefting him to go on fhore; to which this
“deponent returned for anfwer, he could not do fo:—
that, the day following, the faid Caprain Des Plans
wenl
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tvent on board the faid thip again, and ftill continued
to requeft this deponent to take the command of the
faid {hip ; and defired to know, what harm it would do
him fo to do : and this deponent begged to know, why
be fhould be fo defirous of taking away his life. Cap-
tain Des Plans replied, ¢ How do you mean ?” This
deponent returned for anfwer, if he con plied with his
requcft the civil law would bang him; and, if he did
not, that his life was at his, the faid Captain Des Plans’s,
mercy : and that, if the fhip’s company obeyed his or-
ders (meaning Captain Des Plans), they likewife would
{uffer :—that he, this deponent, repeated the fame to
the fhip’s company :—that this deponent, by the parti-
cular defire of the faid Captain Des Plans, went to Cap-
tain Dodwell, who was confined in his cabin, with a
letter from Captain Des Plans, and a meffage defiring
Captain Dodwell to pilot the faid fhip to Bencoolen ;
and Captain Dodwell defired this deponent to tell him,
that, if he would take the centinels from him, he
would take charge of the fhip, as pilot :—that then the
centinels were taken off, and Captain Dodwell releafed.
But, before Captain Dodwell could obtain permiffion
to weigh, they obliged him to fign a paper, that he
would go no where elfe but to Bencoolen ; or to that
effe&t: and the faid Captain Dodwell departed with the
faid fhip, from Princes Ifland, for Bencoolen, on the
fifth day of the faid month of September :—that, upon
the paflage there, Capt. Des Plans complained of not
having room enough, between decks, for the people:
and he, this deponent, offered feveral times to put the
people’s chefts, or any lumber, into the hold; which
Captain Des Plans refufed to permit him to doj de-
claring, it fhould not be cleaned until their arrival at
Bencoolen :—that, upon the paflage, the fail being
{plit, and having occafion to bend 2 new one, he, this
deponent, attempting to get another, Captain Des
Plans afked him, if he had not already ordered no-
thing fhould be done without firft acquainting him;
and this deponent faith, he imagines the veflel, on
leaving Batavia, would have been too crank, or top-
heavy, if fhe had drawn lefs water ; her draught, at
shat time, being only thirteen feet forward, and thir-
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teen fect abaft: and further this deponent faith, thae
there was fuffictent room: in the hold, to flow every
thing away-that was between decks, and 'more, if there
had been oceafion : and this deponent faith, tnat, from
the time of Jeaving Sooloo, to the veflel’s arriving at
Princes ifland, he never heard any complaint made to
Captain Dodwell by the Seapoys, for the want of rice’;
nor doth he think they bad occafion to complain: but
that, a fhort time.after their leaving Sooloo, Captain
Des Plans thinking their allowance too great, reduced
it himfelf; after having applied to.Captain Dodwell, in
this deponent’s hearing, for that purpofe : and the de-
ponent further faith, that Captain Dodwell ufed ‘his
endeavours, to make every thing as agreeable and com-
modious to the Seapoys as he could ; and he, this
deponent, cannot think the Seapoys could have any juft
caufe of complaint: nor does tnis deponent believe,
that the faid Captain Des Plans, and Mr. Marr, or ei-
ther of thems, had any juft caufe or reafon whatfoever
for behaving in the manner before-mentioned, on ac-
count of the faid Captain Dodwell’s behaviour, either
with regard to the faid fhip, ot themiclves, or on any
“other account.

WILLIAM GODFREY,

Sworn at Fort St. George, this 21ft day of June, in
the year of our Lord one thoufand {even hundred
and fixty-feven, before me,

‘ANTHONY SADLEIR, Mavor.

Letters  from CAPTAIN DODWELL to the
COURT of DIRECTORS, and their Anfwers,

To the Honourable Court 6f Diretors of the United
Company of Merchants of England trading to the
Eaft-Indies. t

GENTLEMEN,
S O O N after your rcfolution of the 21ft of Oc-
tobr 1774, in refpedt to my demands on the Eaft
India Company, my affairs required me to make a
: ; ? vifit
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vifit to my father and his family in Ircland, where, not
having been fince my firft going into the navy, I was
neceflarily detained ull 1aft April. But immediately on
my return to England, I confulted fome friends, in
whofe opinion I have a great confidence, on the pro-
priety of taking further meafures with the Company ;
and, notwithitanding the ill fuccels, which has hitherto
attended my applications, fo favourable was their idea
of my caf‘e, that [ was advifed to make another effort
for procuring juftice. The refuit of this advice was the
bill, which I bave lately filed in Chancery again(t the
Company. Left however this adverfe fiep fthould be
mifconftrued, I bex leave to explain the views and
expectations, by which I have been influenced to
adopt it. i

Notwithtanding a confcioufnefs of the re&itude of
my conduét towards the Company, and of having
performed my engagements with them in the moft exaét
and honourable manner, fo far as the pratical vio-
lence ufed towards me by Captain Des Plans and bis
confederaies would permit ; notwithftanding a convic-
tion, nct only, that [ have not wilfully made any
hnproper charge in my account current, but that a
recompence ought to be made to me by the Company
for the great injuries, which I bave fuftained from their
fervants abroad ; I fay, that, notwithftanding thefe
feelings of my integrity, and this perfuafion of the
juftice of my demands, yet I am far from flattering
myfelf with fanguine hopes of procuring a full com-
penfation from the Company in an adverfe way, I
am aware of the very great diladvantages, under which
-an individual muft conteft with a great trading Com-
pany fo diftinguifhed both for weaith and power. 1
forlee too, bow difficult it muft be to eftablifh the
pureft claim in a court of juftice, when the falts, on
which it depends, have happenedin a diftant country :
and even, though it fhould be practicable to collett alt
the neceffary evidence, how expenfive and tedious the
proceedings would neceflarily be. Thefe confiderations
would not leave great roum for hopes of an effectual
remedy in a court of juftice to a perfon of any defcrip-
tion, however imgortant his fituation, opulent hisfor-
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tune, or extenfive his conneions.. Much Jefs car
fuch expetations be indulged by one, whofe fortune
is fo greatly exhaufted, as mine is, by a feries of mis-
fortunes and oppreflions, and whofe pretenfions in other
refpe&ts are fo inconfiderable. Intruth my chief hopes
of redrefs are of another kind, They arife from the
opinion, which, in fpite of the ill fuccels of my former
applications, I ftill bave, that the great public body,
apainft which I have been forced to commence a pro-
eceding in Chancery, will finally do me fome juftice of
their own accord. To give them the opportunity of
fo doing, was one great objet I had in view, when I
filed my bill; nor would this adverfe ftep have been
taken, if I had feen any other way of ipducing the
Company to reconfider my cafe.

My claims on the Company being thus once more
brought before you, I begleave to fubmit to your con-
fideration a propofal for an amicable fettlement of them 3
one, which, if they are wholly ill founded, will expofe
them to decifive condemnation, and, at all events,
will reduce my demand to 2 fum of little importance to
the Company, though very material to me.

The claims, 1 have made, confift of the ballance
due on my account current to the Company, and of
damages for the injuries done to me by their fervants.

In refpe& to my account current, the articles an-
nexed to the printed narrative of my cafe ftiil appear td
me proper, with an exception only of part of the ar-
ticle for Captain’s privilege. Thischarge, as I am' ad-
vifed by a friend of the law, who has fcrutinized the
whole of my affair, fhould have been confined to the
difcharge of the fhip at Bencoolen, infiead of being car-
ried to the arrival of the Seapoys at Madrais ; the charge
for the latter time being rather of the nature of da-
mages : and therefore I defire, that a proportionable
dedu&ion may be made from this article of the account
current.  Nor do 1 afk that the other articles fhould
be acquielced in without a fevere examipation. On
the contrary, though I know myfelf to be incapable of
fo difhonourable a condu&, as intentionally to exceed
the due charge, yet, not being over-confident in my

“own judgment, Ifhall not deem it a sefletion on ufl)i}
< ’ <.

.
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felf to abate from or waivé any article, which, on hear-
ing the obje&tions to it, or on a further confideration, I
fhall find the leaft reafon to think exceptionable. In
order to give the beft proof the fincerity of this decla-
ration, I now propofe that you fhould dire€t your Se-
licitor to ftate the whole of my cafe to the Attorney+
General, and whether his decifion fthall be for or
againft me, I will abide by it, and will previoufly
enter into any engagement for that purpofe, without
expelting that the decifion fthould be binding on the
Company, unlefs you on their part fhall afterwards
voluntarily think proper to make it io ; the only terms,
I with to fipulate for myfelf, being a liberty to fee
the cafe before it goes to the Attorney-General, -and
to fubmit to him through your Solicitor fuch obferva-
tions and papers, as I may conceive to be neceffary for
my own juftification. Should the Attorney-General,
upon being applied to, decline the fertlement of this af-
fair, I am ready on the like terms to fubmit to the
award of the Solicitor-General or any other indifferent
gentleman of the bar you fhall think fit to name; and
whatever fees of counfel may be thought proper, which
on a fubjeét fo dependent on a multiplicity of papers,
mutft of courfe be very confiderable, I am ready to pay
my fhare of, or, thould it be required, the whole. .

As to the damages, T have been told, that the large-
nefs of the fum at the bottom.of my account current,
created great prejudice againft me, when wmy affair was
heretofore under your confideration. ButIapprehend,
that this prejudice arofe from a mifconception of the
nature of my flatement of the damages. Idid nétname
a fum, fuch as the ftri& rules of a court of juftice would
allow me, or one, which | meant abfolutely to infift
upon from the Company. What I intended to give,
was a probable eftimate of the fortune, which I might
have made before my return from the Eaft bndies, if
Des Plans’s a& of piracy, together with the fubfequent
proceedings of the two Boards of Bencoolen-and Ma-
drafs, had not difappointed me. = In this point of view,
I took into confideration, not only the immediate in-
jury, but all the conlequences. .Such being my own
1dea, of the damages ; and being informed, that under-
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rating them might in cafe of my being forced to re-
fort to a law fuit be very prejudicial, the impropriety
of the fum did not firike me. But the letter, which
accompanied my narrative, plainly intimated, that a
recompence computed on a much narrower fcale would
fatisfy me ; for thatletter only expreffes an expe&ation
of fome compenfation for my great lofles.  However, in
order to put an end to all difficulties about damages,
and, that by waving one part of my elaim, I may give
myfelf every chance of fecuring the other, [ now declare
that if it fhould be thought proper to fettle my account
current by a reference, fuch as I have propofed, I
fhall be ready to give the Company a difcharge in full
of my legal demands of every kind, and will rely
wholly on the honour of the Company as to any fum
for damages the Attorney-General, or other gentleman
to whofe opinion the affair fhall be referred, may think
proper to recommend.

With thefe conceflions and explanations, I leave my
cafe for your laft determination ; and, as on the one
hand 1 do not make a propofal of accommodation
from any want of confideace in the juftice of my cafe,
fo on the other, I truft you will receive the propofal
with the fame candid attention, and give me the fame
favourable an{wer, as if I was capable of contefting
with the Company on the. moft equal terms, and of
enforcing my demands with the utmoft facility.

Gentlemen, I have the honor to be,
with great refpect
Inner Temple, Jan.  Your moft obedient, and
18, 1777 moft humble Servant

GEORGE DODWELL:

To GEORGE DODWELL, Efq.

Si1x,
T H E Court of DireQors of the Eaft India Com-
pany having this day taken into_confideration the
coutents of your letter to them dated the 18th inftanc,
,and pdsticelarly - the propofal therein made  that the
Company’s
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Company’s Solicitor do ftate your cafe for the confider-
ation of the Attorney-General, and by his decifion
thereon, be it as it may, you are willing to oblige
yourfelf to abide, I am thereupon commanded by the
Court to acquaint you, that as they have already with
the affiltance of the Company's law-officers, given the
D minuteft difcuflion to your pretenfions, .they have
'~ "~agreed that your propofal cannot be complied with.

I am,
Eaft India Houfe, Sir,
the 22d of Your moft obedient
Jenuary, 1777. Humble Servant

P. MICHELL, Secretary.

To the Honourable Court of Dire&ors of the Eaft
India Company.

GENTLEMEN,
T H E propofal I made, for referring my claims to
- the Attorney-General, or fhould he decline it, to
the Solicitor-General or any other difinterefted Gentle-
, mauof the bar, appears tome {o unexceptionable, that
I cannot conceal my aftonifhment at the negative you
have thought proper to put upon it. I obferve, that
in your refolution for this purpofe, you found yourfelves
on having already, with the affiftance of the Company’s
law officers, given the minuteft difcuffion to my ,pre-
tenfions ; fiom which, it feems as if my cafe had been
already ftated to the Counfel for the Company, and he
had given an opinion upon it. How the fa&tis, may
be very material for my information ; and therefore I
requeft, that you will pleafe to dire& your Secretary to
inform me, whether any cafe has ever been ftated;
and if fo, whether it was flated before, or fince the
filing of my bill againft the Company ; and alfo to per-
mit Meflrs. Chamberlayne and White, my Sollicitors,
to fec and take copies, both of the cafe and the opinion

upon it.
Gentlemen,
Inner Temple, 19th I have the honor to be,
Febuary, 1777, Your moft obedient Servant

GEORGE DODWELI,
i To
354904
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To GEORGE DODWELL, Efq.
« S I R, - 1
T HE Court of Directors of the Eaft India Com~
+ pany having confidered the requeft in your letter
to them of the 1gth inftant, that you might be -ins
formed whether your cafe has ever been ftated to the...
Company’s Counfel, and if fo, whether it was. ftated
before or fince the filing of your bill againft the Com=
pany, and alfo thiat Meflrs. Chamberlayne and White
your:Solicitors, might be permitted to fec and rake
copies, bothof the cafe and the opinion upon it, T have
the commands of the Court to acquaint you that your
faid requeft cannot be complied with. B

Iam,

Eaft India Houfe, 27th Sir, 7
of February, 1777. ~ Your moft obedient Servant

P. MICHELL, Secretary.

THE END.




