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’] :'\HE following publications are

of tranferipts, falthfully made
; from authentic copies of ori-
ginal letters; free, it is hoped, of all
- but fuch trivial errors as are incident
to tranfcriptions, or unavoidable from
the prefs.
o They contain reprefentations of
Ewelghty matters, made by rival partics,
~while contending for power in India;
< and, therefore, may refpedtively be con-
fidered, abftra&tedly from all the direc
mformatxon which they furnih, - as
ufeful comments on each other: fo
that they will ferve, in noinconfidera-
ble degree, to afcertain the compara-
tive talents, principles, pracices and
views of violent antagonifts, in their
difcharge of fuch public trufts as were
L 52 highly
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highly interefting to all men, while
they demonftrate the nature of our
territorial conned&ions with Hindoftan,
which are now of fuch infinite impert-
ance to the Company and the State:
and they, moreover, inform us of the
regulations that were made for the

prefervation of thofe poffeffions.
Time, the only true teft of all hu-
man policy, has now enabled us, with
fome certainty, to decide on the wif-
dom and re&itude of meafures that
were then planned and purfued, from
the effe@ts they have produced; which
perhaps may be beft alcertained, by ex-
amining and ‘eftimating the prefent
ftate of the Company’s affairs and
finances, both in England and India;
the condition of the native Afiatcs,
and- likewife of the generality of Britith
fubje@s in Bengal ; as alfo the extra-
ordinary effe@s of much-boafted refor-
mations ; how far confident prophe-
fies have really been fulfilled, of ap-
proaching high profperity to the Com-
' pany,
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pany, and of proportionable welfare to
all in ‘their employ ; with obferving
who have fooneft and moft enriched
themfelves by tranfa@tions in the Eaft.

Thefe letters will befides furnith us
with. fome, though but a very faint
idea of what, for {everal years paft, the
flate of juftice has been in India: and
likewife difcover in how arbitrary and
unconftitutional a manner mere power
has been made to operate i thofe re-
gions, efpecially with: regard to the
natives, who are defencelefs, and not
unfrequently, through them, even on
the fubje@s of this kingdom. Thofe
related in thefe letters were, however,
but Ieading tranfadtions of outrage to
infinitely worfe, that very {peedily fol-
lowed, from the moft wanton  indul-
gences in rapine and defpotifin 3 of
which the public may expeét toacquire
knowledge frem farther publications.
But to prevent the ruinous effedts in
tuture of power fo exer¢ifed, it thould
be hoped legiflative government will

very
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. very ftrongly interpofe; as well for the
due encouragement of merit, by afford-
ing it protcction, as for the honour of
our pational juftice, the advancement
of the-general intereft, and for the
cffe@ual prefervation -of extenfive, po-
pulous and wealthy provinces, which
" can be no other than the property of
the State. s uets
-~ Let it not, however, be miftakenly
apprehended, that there is-any inten-
tion whatever, by making this publica-
tion, to favour any party or individual,
or to extenuate any, kind of real guilt
- or mifcondu&. The fole end in view
being, by exhibited faé&s and proofs,
to thew what the nature of our India
connexions really is; to demonftrate
what policy and practice have been
with regard to them; to fhew what
- kinds of power and juftice are preva-
lent in thofe countries, and to fet wife
men upon confidering what effets they
have already produced, what farther
they naturally may be expected to pro-

- duce,
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duce, or what a yet more weak or
evil condu& may unhapplly effe& ;
to the prejudice of the fubjeéted na-
tives, of individual Europeans, the Eaft-
India Company, and this nation in
general, ‘
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COPY or A LETTER
FROM
Tue Ricut Hov. Lokp CLIVE,
TO THE
COURT or DIRECTORS
OF THE EAST:INDIA-COMPANYV.V

(i.u.'cu*’r/«, 30th Septémber 1765,
GENTLEMEN, ,

ift. Y the letter from the Select
Committee, and copy of their
proceedings, which are tranf-

mitted to you by this convey-

arice, yotr will be enabled to form a ge-
neral idea of the ftate of this fettlement
on the arrival of the fhip Kent ; together
with the meafures we thought neceffary
to purfue; in order to fettle the Com=
A pany’s
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pany’s affairs.in thefe provinces upon an
advantageous and permanent foundation.
You will permit me, however, to lay be-
fore you my own, fentiments in particu-
lar concerning thofe meafurces, and to
communicate alfo, by this earlieft oppor-
tunity, fuch others as' I wifh fhould be
adopted before I quit the government:
and which I hope will’ be not only ap-
proved of, but likewife fo fully confirm-
ed and ‘eftablified by the Court of Direc-
tors, that the abufes which may otherwife
be reyived by the ambition and avarice
of fome future Governors, or Councils,

may be effectually prevented.
_..2d. Upon my arrival, I am forry to fay,
"1 found your affairs in a condition fo
nearly defperate, as would have alarmed
any:fet. of men, whofe fenfe of honour
and, duty to. their emplayers had not
been. eftranged by the, too eager purfuit
of their own immediate advantages. The
fudden, and, among many, the unwar-
rantable acquifition of riches had intro-
" duced luxury in cvery fhape, and in, its
moft pernicious excefs. Thefe two enor-
mous evils went hand in hand together
through the whole prefidency, infefting
almoﬁ
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almoft every member of each department:
every inferior feemed to have grafped at
wealch, that he might be enabled to af-
fume that {pirit of profufion which was
now the only diftintion between him and
his fuperior. Thus all diftinétion ceafed,
and every rank became in a manner upon
an equality : nor was this the end of the
mifchief ; for a conteft of fich a natuse,
among your fervants, neceflarily deftroy-
ed all proportion between their wants and
the honeft means of fatisfying them. [In
a country where money is plenty, where
fear is the principle of government, where
your arms are ever victorious; in fucha
country, I fay, itis no wonder that cor-
ruption fhould find its way to a fpot fo
well prepared to receive it: ig is' no
wonder, that the luft of riches fhould
readily embrace the proffered means éf
its gratiﬁcation,' or that the inftruments
of your power fhould avail themfelves of
their authority,and proceed eventoextor-
tion inthofe cafes where fimple corruption
could not keep pace with' their rapacity/
Examples of this fort, fet by fuperiors,
could not fail of being followed in a pro-
porti'onable degre¢ by inferiors. .The

A 2, evil
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evil was contagious, and fpread among
both civil and military, down to the
writer, the enfign and the free mer-

chant.
3d. The large fums of money acquired
by donation, befides the means I have
already mentioned, were fo publicly
known and vindicated, that every one
thought he had a right to enrich himfelf
at all events, with- as much expedition
as poffible. ‘The monopoly of falt, bee-
tel, tobacco, &c. was another fund of
immenfe profits to the Company’s fer-
vants, and likewife to fuch others as
they permitted to enjoy a fhare; while
not a rupee of advantage accrued to the
Government, and very little to the Com-
pany feom that trade. Before I had dif
covered thefe various fources of wealth,
1 was under great aftonifhment to find
individuals fo fudderly enriched, that
‘there was fcarce a gentleman in the
fettlement who had not fixed upon a
very fhort period for his return to Eng-
land with affluence. From hence arofe
that froward fpirit of independency
which in a manner fet all your orders
at defiance, and dictated a total con-
: tempt



[ #o]

tempt of them, as often as obedience
was found 1ncompat1ble with private
intereft. At the time of my arrival, I
{faw nothmtr that bore the form, or
appearance of government. The autho-
rity and pre-eminence of the Governor
were levelled with thofe of the Council-
lors ; every Councillor wasas much a Go-
vernor, as he who bore the name; and
diftintion of rank, as I have already ob-
terved, was no longer to be found in the
whole fettlement.  Notwithflanding a
Tpecial order from the Court of Direc-
tors, founded on very wile and very
evident reafons, that all corre{pondence
with the country powers fhould be car-
ried on folely in the Governor’s name, I
found that our whole correfpondence
with the Great Mogul, the Subahs, Na-
bobs and Rq_]as had been of late carried
on by, and in the name of the whole
Board ; and that every fervant_and free
merchant: correfponded W]th whom _they

pleafed
“4th. Your orders for the execution of
the covenants were pofitive, and exprefly
mentioned to be the refolution of a Ge-
neral Court of Proprietors. Your fervants
at
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at Bengal, however, abfolutely determined
to reject them : and had not the Select
Committee refolved, that the example
thould be firft fet by the Council, or a
fufpenfion from your fervice take place,
it is certain they would have remained
unexecuted to this hour. You will not,
I imagine, be much furprized at this
breach of duty, if you look over the ge-
neral letter ; where you cannot avoid
{eeing how many are annually commit-
ted, and how faft every thing was tend-
ing to a contempt of your authority.
From a {lort furvey of the late tranfac-
tions I was convinced, that no other re-
medy was left than an immediate and
vigorous exertion of the powers with
-which the Committee were invefted.
Happy, in niy opinion, was it for the
Company, that fuch powers were grant-
-ed, for that the fettlement, fo condudted,
could have fubfifted another twelvemonth
-appears to e an impoflibility. A great
part of the revenues of the country,
“amounting to near four millions fterling
per annum, would have been divided
-among your fervants: and the acquifition
of fortunes being fo fudden, afew months

: muft
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muft have brought writers into council :
feniority’ muft have been admitted as a
juft claim to a feat at the Board, without
the qualification of age or experience,
becaufe the rapidity of fucceffion denied
the attainment of either.
sth. Nor were thefe excefles confined
to your civil fervants alone : the military
department alfo had caught the infe&ion,
and nchc"s, the bane of difcipline, were
daily promoting the ruin of your army.
The too little inequality of rank rendered
the advantages of Captains, Licutenants:
and Enfigns fo nearly upon a par, and fo
large, that an independent fertune was
no diftant _pf@‘ﬁé—& even to a fubaltern.
If "2 too quick - fucceffion among thofe
from whom you expect the ftudy of com-
merce  and polity is ‘detrimental to your”
civil concerns, how effeGtually deftructive
that’ evil muft prove to your military
operations. The moft experienced Eu-
ropean officer, when he has entered into:
the Eaft India fervice, although he may
be able in many points to fuggeft im-
provements to others, will neverthelefs
find that fomething new remains for
himfelf to learn peculiar to this fervice,!
which
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which cannot be attained in a day:
Judge then how the cafe muft ftand with
youths, who are either juft fent out from
the academy, or, Wth]l more frequent]y
happens, who. have had no education at
all ; for to fuch have we often been re-
duecd to the neceflity of granting com-
miffions. /How much muft the expecta:
tion of your army be raifed when they
are fuffered, without controul, to take
pofleflion for themfelves of the whole
booty, donatlon-money and plunder, on
the capture of a city ? This I can aflure
you happened at Bepares; and what is
more {urprizing, the then Governor and
Council, fo far from laying in a claim to
the moiety, which ought to have been
_referved for the Company, agreeable to
thofe pofitive orders from the Court of
Directors a few years ago, when they
were pleafed to put their forces upon
-the fame footing as thofe of his Majetty,
gave up the whole to the captors ’J You
have hear’d of the general mutiny that
happened among your Seapoys a little
before " niy arnval What would have
been your confternation, had you alfo
hear’d of an unanimous defertion of your

European
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European foldiery ? .Thefe_were very {c-
rious events indeed : and'had it not been
for one well-timed, vigorous act of Major
Munro, and the unwearied zeal and mi-
litary abilities of General Carnac, who
totally fupprefled the fpirit of mutiny
among the foldiers, your pofleflions in
India might at this time have been defti-
tute of a man to fupport them, and even
the privilege of commerce irrecovera-
bly crufhed.| Common juftice to the
principles and condué of General Car-
nac obliges me farther to add, that I
found him the only officer of rank who
had refifted the temptations, to which by
his ftation he was conftantly fubject, of
acquiring an immenfe fortunc: and I
queftion much whether he is not the only
man who has of late years been honoured
with the command of your forces, with-
out acquiring a very large independency.
The letter from the Great Mogul to the
Governor and Council, requefting their
permiffion for him to accept a prefent of
two laak, which his Majefty is defirous
of beftowing on him, as a reward for his
difinterefted fervices, will corroborate
what I have faid in his favour: and as

. P this
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this affaif, agreeable to the ténor of the
covenants, is referred to the Court of Di=
vedtors, I make no doubt they will rea-
dily erbrace the opportunity of fhewing
their regard to fuch diftinguifhed merit,
by confenting to his acceptahce of his
Majefty’s bounty.
6th. ¥ the picture I have drawn be 2
faithful likenefs of this prefidency ; and ¥
call upen the moft guilty, for guilty there
are, to fhew thatci have aggravated a
fedture ; to what a’ deéplorable condition
muft your affaits have foon been reduced?
Every - ftate (and fuch now is your go-
vernment in India) muft be near its pe-
riod, when the rage of luxury and cor=
ruption has feized upon its leaders and
inhabitants, Can trade be encquraged
for public benefit, where thé management
unfortunately devolves upon thofe who
make private intereft their rule of ac-
tion 2 And farther, has fudden affluence
‘ever failed; from the infancy of difcipline
to the prefent perfeétion of it, to corrupt.
the principle and deftroy the fpmt of an
army? Independency of fortune is al-
ways gveife to thofe duties of fubordi-
nation  which are mfeparable from the
life
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life of 4 foldier: and in this country, it
the acquifition be fudden; a relaxation

7 of difcipline is more immediately the con-

dequence. ] would not be thoughs, by
thefe obfervations, to exclude riches from
the military. Honour alone is fcarcely a
{ufficient reward for the toillome fervice
of the field; But the acquifition of wealth
onght to be fo gradual as to admit not a
profpect of compleating it, till fucceflion
by merit to the rank of a field officer
fhould hdve laid a good foundation for
the claim: Such is theidea I entertain-
ed of this matter when I delivered my
fentiments to the Court of Direétors, in
my letter of the 25th April 1764 ; and [
have afted in conformity thereto by re-
gimenting the troops in the manner I
then propofed: I need not repeat the
obfervations I troubled you with in that
letter : it is fufficient to remark here,
that the good effeéts of the plan are al-
ready vifible ; that fubordination is re-
flored, abufes corrected, and your ex-
pences, of courfe, already  greatly di-
minithed. ;
7th. The war which, to my gredt con-
cern, I found extended above 700 miles
Ba from
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from tlie prefidency, is now happily comn-
cluded; "and a peace eftablithed upon
terms which promife lafting tranquillity
to thef¢ provinces. = This event has,
find, dilappointed the expetations of
many, who thought of nothing but a
march with the King to Delhi.

My refolution however was, and my
hope will always be, to confine our ai-
fitance, our conquefts, and our poflef-

> fions to Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. To

+. go farther is, in my opinion, a fcheme fo

v ,,\emravag'mtl'y ambitious and abfurd, that

>}7 no Governor and Council, in their {enfes,

¢ can ever adopt it, unlefs the whole fy{’cem

/,\‘ of the Company’s intereft be firft intircly
new modelled.

8th: I forbear troubling you with a
detail of the negociations of General Car-
nac, and ‘me with the country powers,
and the particulars of the treaty of peace

~uavith the Vifier of the empire, as they will
be fpokén of at large in the letter from
the Select Commxttee, and appear like-
wife upon the face of our proceedings.
I will, however, juft remark, that our
reftoring to Shuga Dowla the whole of
his dominions, proceeds imore from the

3 policy
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policy of not extending the Company’s
territorial pofleflions than the generous
principle of attaching him for ever to
our intereft by gratitude, though this has
been the apparent,and is by many thought
to be the real motive. Had we ambi-
tioufly attempted to retain the conquered
country, experiecnce would foon have
proved the abfurdity and impracticability
of fuch a plan. The eftablithment of your
army muft have been largely increafed,
a confiderable number of civil fervants
muft have been added to your lift, and
more chiefships appointed. The aéts of
oppreflion and innumerable abufes which
would have been committed, and which
could neither have been prevented nor
remedied at fo great a diftance from the
prefidency, muit infallibly have laid the
foundation of another war, deftruétive
and unfuccefsful : our old privileges and
pofleflions would have been endangered
by every fupply we might have been
tempted to afford in fupport of the new,
and the natives muft have finally triumph-
ed in our inability to fuftain the weight
of our own ambition.

oth.
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9th. To return to the point from whichi
this digreffion has led me, I muit carry
you back to the defcription; above given,
of the fituation in which I found your
affairs on my arrival. Two paths were
evidently open to mc: the one fmooth,
and ftrewed with abundance of rich ad-
vantages that might ecafily be picked up ;
the other untrodden, and every ftep op-
pofed with obftacles. Imight haye taken
charge of the government upon the fame
footing on which I found it; thatis, I
might have enjoyed the name of Gover-
nor, and have fuffered the honour, import-
ance, and dignity of the poft to continue
in their ftate of annihilation. I might
have contented myfelf, as others had be-<
fore me, with being a cypher, or what
is little better, the firlt among fixteen
equals; and T might have been allowed
this paflive conduét to be attended with
the ufaal douceur of fharing largely with
the reft of the gentlemen in all donations,
perquifites, &ec. arifing from the abfo-
lute government and difpofal of all places
in the revenues of this opulent kingdom ;
by which means I might foon have ac-
quired an immenfe addition to my for-
" tane;
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tune, notwithftanding the obligations in
the new covenants ; for the man who can
fo eafily get over the bar of confcience,
as to receive prefents after the execution
of them, will not fcruple to make ufe of
any evafions that may pretet him from
the confequences. The fettlement in ge-
neral would thus have been my friends,
and only the natives of the country my
enemies, If you can conceive a Gover-
nor in fuch a fituation, it is impoffible to
form a wrong judgment of the inferior
fervants, or of the Company’s affairs at
fuch a prefidency. An honourable al-
ternative, however, lay before me. Ihad
the power, within my own breaft, to full-
fill the duty of my ftation, by remaining
‘incorruptible in the midft of numberlefs
temptations artfully thrown in my way,
by expofing my character to every attack
which malice or refentment are fo apt to
invent againft any man whe attempts re-
formation, and by encountering, of c’ogrfe,
the odium of the fettlement. I hefitated
not. a moment which choice to make. T
took upon my fhoulders a burden which
required refolution, perféverance, and
conflitution to fupport, Having chofen

my
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my part I was determined to exert my-
felf in the attempt ; happy in the reflec-
tion, that the honour of the nation and
the very being of the company would be
maintained by the fuccefs; and confcious
that, if I failed, my integrity and good
intentions at leaft muft remain unim-
peached. The other members of the com-
mittee joined with me in opinion, that
in order to proceed upon bufinefs it was
abfolutely neceffary for us to aflume the
powers wherewith'we were invefted.l We
faw plainly, that moft of the gehtlemen
in council had been too deeply concern-
ed themitlves, in the meafures which re-
quired amendment, for us to expelt any
affitance from them on the contrary,
we were certain of finding oppofition to
every plan of innovation, and an unani-
mous attempt to defeat the intentions of
the proprietors, who folicited my ac-
ceptance of the government. The Com-
mittee, therefore, immediately met, and
I had the happinefs to find myfelf fup-
ported by gentlemen whom no tempta-
tions could feduce, no inconveniencies,
or threats of malice deter. Our proceed-
mgs will convince you, that we have
iviiy dared,
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tred to a& with firmnefs and integrity,
und will at the fame time demonfirate,
that temper, unanimity, and difpatch
muft ever mark the proceedings of men
unbiafled by private intereft.

“ roth.” The gentlemen in ‘council of
late yéars at Bengal feem’' to have been
atuated, in every confultation, by a very
obftinate ‘and mifchievous fpirit. ~ The
office of Governor has been in a manner
hunted down, ‘ftripped of its dignity, and
_ then divided into fixteen fhares. Whe-
ther ‘a‘mbifibn, obftinacy, ptide, or felf-
intereft is ufbally the motive to fuch a
purfuit, I'will not take upon me to deter-
mine; but am Ture it can never arife
from a juft idea of government, or‘a true
fenfe 'of the Company’s interefl. In my
opinion, it is the daty of the Council to
‘make the power of the prefident appear
as extenfive as poffible in'the eyes of the
people, that all correfpondence with the
country princes fhould.be ‘carried on
through him alone, fome partlcular cafes
excepted ¢ that the Council (hould upon
all occafions ‘be unaniinous in fupport-
ing, not in extenuating the dignity of
his ftation ; and that he ought to be con-
€, fidered
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fidered among the natives as the fole ma-
nager and conductor of political affairs.
This fhould be the outward appearance
of adminiftration : though in reality, the
Council muft be allowed a freedom of
judgment ; and when they perceive in
the Governor a tendency to abfolute, or
unjuftifiable meafures, it then becomes
their duty to check him. If they at any
time have reafon to diftruft the rectitude
of his principles, they fhould not allow
him to execute ‘defigns, even of the fmall-
eft moment, without previoufly laying
them before the Board, ard ebtaining
their 'lpprobatxona In fhort, the beft Go.
vernor fhould not, except in cafes of ne-
ecflity, be fuffered to conclude any points
of importance without the fanction of the
Board. ‘But the expedient of a Select
Commiittee equally prevents any ill con-
dué in the Governor, and is befides at-
tended with advantages which can rarely
be expected from the whole body of
Councillors. Five gentlemen well verfed
in the Company’s true intereft, of abili-
ties to plan, and refolution to execute ;
gentlemen whofe fortunes are honour-
ablv approaching to affluence, and whofe

integrity



i W

integrity has never fuffered them to ex-
ceed the bounds of moderation : a Select
"Committee compofed of fuch men will
tranfa@t more bufinefs in a week than the
Council can in a month, The opinions
and judgment of five men are as fecurely
to be relied on, even in affairs of the ut-
moft confequence, as fixteen; they are
lefs liable to dxfTenﬁon, and it may be
faid, beyond a contradléhon, that their
adminiftration is more diftant from de-
mocratic anarchy. The Council would
not be, however, an ufelefs body: for
whilft the attention of the Committee was
c‘nieﬁy encaged in watching and repair-
ing the main fprings of government, the
Council would as materially ferve the
Company in attending to the many other
movements of the grand machine, which
are as eflentially neceflary to the public
advantage and fecurity; and that the
Committee fhould not be able to carry
their powers to any dangerous length,
they might be ordered annually, before
the difpatch of the Europe fhips, to fub-
mit their proceedings to the review of the
gentlemen in council, who might tranf-
mit their opinions thereupon to the Court

C2 ; of
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of Diretors. Your prefent Select Come
mittee have, from time to time, lald moft
of their procecdmgs before CouncxI and
‘we intend to continue the fame fyﬁem
of candor, except in any political cafes
of fecrecy, when prudence may require
that our refolutions fhould be confined to
‘the knowledge of a few. '

r1th. Thus freely T have given you my
opinion ,upon the fort of governmentl
could wifh to fee eftablithed in this fettle-
ment ; nor fhall [ think my duty done till
T have painted out every meafure that
feems to me beft calculated to preferve
your affairs from deftruction. At Ben-
gal, the rule of fucceffion among your
fervants is pernicioufly exact: there are
frequent occafions where it ought to be
_fet afide :” where experience, underftand-
ing, integrity, moderation ought to take
"place of accidental feniority. The de-
merits of moft of your fupcnor fervants
have been fo great, as you learn from the
Committee proceedings, that one can
hardly imagine their future behaviour will
entitle them to farther favours than you
have hitherto beftoawed on them. Ido
pot pretend to furmife what {entence you
= ' may

g ’ -
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may pronounce upon the gentlemen who
came under the_cenfure of the Commit-
tce,"B'“f whether it be moderate as ours,
or fevere as it deferves, it will not much
concern them, fince all of them are now
in very affluent circumitances, and will
proBably return to Europe by this or the
next year’s fhipping. Perufe then the
lift of your covenanted fervants upon this
eftablifhment, . You will find that many
of thofe next in fucceflion ar¢ not only
very young in the fervice, and confe-
fequently unfit for fuch exalted ftations,
but are alfo ftrongly tainted with the
principles of their f{uperiors. If your
opinion fhould correfpond with mine,
fome remedy will be judged neceflary to
be applied ; and I confefs I fee but one.
The unhappy cl1anLvh1ch within thefe
few years_has arifen in the manners and
conduét of your fervants at Bengal, is
alone fufficient to remove the objeltions
I once had to appointments from another
fettlement ; and the difficulty which now
too  plainly appears of filling up vacancies
in Council with the requifite attention to
the Company’s honour and welfare, in-
clines me to wifh fucll appointments more
frequent,
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frequent. In the prefenc ftate of this
prefidency, no meafyre can, I think,
prove more falutary than to appoint five
or fix gentlemen from the Coaft to the
Bengal eftablithment, and there to poft
them agreeable to their rank and ftand-
ing in the fervice. Mefl. Ruflell; Floyer,
Alderfey, and Kelfall are among thofe
who would be very well worthy your at-
tention, if this plan fhould be adopted.
T cannot help farther recommending to
your confideration, whether, if every other
method fhould be found ineffetual, the
tranfplanting a few of the young Bengal
fervants to Madrafs would not be of fig-
nal fervice, both to themfelves and the
Company. You will likewife confider
whether the fettlement of Bombay is ca-
pable of furnifhing us with a few meri-
torious fervants, With regard to Ma-
drafs, the conduct of the gentlemen upon
that eftablifhment is in general fo unex-
ceptionable, that to pg'efér;t; Bengal with
fuch examples of regularity, “difcretion,
and moderation would, I think, be a
means of reftoring it to good order and
government,” It is paft a doubt, that
every attempt of reformation muft fail, .

unlefs
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unlefs the fuperior fervants be exempfarjr'
in their principles and conduct. If we
fee nothing but rapacity among Council-
lors, in vain fhall we look for moderas
tion among writers.
12th. Ffl%c fourcesoftyranny and oppref-
fion which have been opened by Euro-
pean Agents, acting under the authority
of the Company’s Servants, and the num-
berlefs black Agents and Sub-agents act-
ing alfo under them, will, I fear, be a
lafting reproach to the Englifh name in
this country. It is impoffible to enume-
rate the complaints that have been laid
before me by the unfortunate inhabitants,
who had not forgot that I was an enemy
to oppreflion) The neceflity of fecuring
the confidence of the natives is an idea I
have ever maintained, and was in hopes
would be invariably adopted by others:
but ambition, fuccefs, and luxury have,
I find, introduced a new fyftem of poli-
tics, at the fevere expence of Englith
honour, of the Company’s faith, and even
of common juftice and humanity. The.
orders fo frequently iflued, that no wri-
ter fhall have the privilege of duftucks,
I 'have flri@tly obeyed : but I am forry
to
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to inform you that all the wifhed-for co (;_\n-g
fequences are not to be expetted. | { The
flicers of the Government are fo {cnﬁblc
f our influence and authority, that they
dare not prefume to fearch or ftop a boat
protected by the name of a Company’s
}erv'mt and you may be affured, that_
E‘frauds of that kmd {o' eafy to be prac-
ifed and fo difficult to be detected, are
but too frequent. I have at laft, how-
ever, the happmef's to fee the completion
of an event which in this refpect, as well
as in many others, muft be produétive
of advantages hitherto unknown ; and at
the fame time prevent abufes that have
hitherto had no remedy. I mean the
Dewannee, which is the fuperintendancy
of all the lands and the colleétion of all
the revenues of the provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orixa. The affiftance which
the Great Mogul had received from our
arms and treafury, made him readily be-
ftow'this grant upon the Company : and
it is done in the moft effeCtual manner
you can defire.  The allowance for the
fapport of the Nabob’s dignity and power,
and the ‘tribute to his Majefty, muft be
regularly paid 5 the remainder belongs
to
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to the Company. Revolutions are now

no longer to be applehended ;_the means .
of aﬂ'e&mg them will in future be want-
ing to ambitious Muffulmen : nor will
your fervants, civil or military, be
tempted to foment difturbances, from
whence can arife no benefit to themfelves.
Reftitution, donation-money, &ec. &ec.
will be perfectly abolifhed, as the 'reve-
nues from whence they ufed to iflue will
be poflefled by ourfelves. The power of
fupervifing the provinces, though lodged
in us, fhould not however, in my opi-
nion, be exerted. Three times the pre-
fent number of civil fervants would be
infuflicient for the purpofe : whereas, if
we leave the management to the old
officers of the government, the Company
need not be at the expence of one addi-
tional fervant; and though we may
fuffer in the colletion, yet we fhall al-
ways be able to dete¢t and punifh
any great offenders, and fhall have
fome fatisfaction in knowing that the cor-
ruption is not among ourfelves. By this
means alfo the abufes inevitably fpring-
ing' from the exercife of territorial au-
thority will be effeCtually obviated : there
D will

>
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will ftill be a Nabob, with an allowance
fuitable to his dignity ; and the territo~
rial jurifdiction will ftill be in the chiefs
of the country, ating undeér him and
the prefidency in conjunction, though
the revenues will belong to the Company.
‘Befides, were the Company’s officers to
be the colleftors, foreign nations would
1mmedlately take umbrage; and com-
plaints preferred to the Britith Court
might be attended with very cmbalraﬁ‘
_<) ing. confequences. ~ Nor ¢an it be fup-
«~"pofed that either the Frénch, Dutch, or
5. Danes will "acknowledge the Engh(h
" Company Nabob of Bengal, and pay into
X the hands of their fervants the duties upon
! trade, or the quit-rents of thofe diftricts
which they have for many years poflefled,
by virtue of the Royal Phirmaund, or by
grants “from former Nabobs.
13th. ﬁ;our revenues, by means of this
new acquifition, will, as near as I can
Judoe, not fall fhort, for the enfuing
year, of 250 laaks of Sicca rupees, includ-
ing your former poffcﬂ' ions of Burdwan,
&c. Hereaftcr they will at leaft amount
to 20 or 30 laaks more.| Your civil,
and military expences in time of peace
can
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can never e\ceed 6o laaks of rupees.
The Nabobs allowances are already .re-
duced to 42 la'iks& and the tribute to.
the ng is ﬁxed at 26, So that there
will 'be remaining a clear gain to the,
C‘mpany ofI 22 laaks of Sicca rupecs, or
I 63Q,2001 ﬁerh g : which will defray
all the expences “of the inveftments, fur-
nifly, the whol of the Chma treafure, an-
fiver ' the "demands of all your other, fet-
tlements i in Indla, and leave a_confidera-
ble balance in your treafury befides. In,
time of war, ‘when the country may be
fubje& to the incurfions of bodies of . ca-,
valry, we fhall, notwithftanding, be. able
to collett a fuﬁicwnt fam for our civil
and m1htary exigencies, and likewife for
our mve(’cmenfs- becaufe a very. rich
pgrt of the Bengal and Bahar, dominions
are ﬁtuated to the eaftward of the Ganges,
where we can never be invaded. What
1 have given you is a real, not an ima-
ginary ﬁate of your revenues ;. and you
may ‘be aflured they will not fall fhort of

my computation.
14th. Permit me here to have the
honour of Iaymrr before you one ftriking
circumftance, which has occurred to me
D2 in
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in confidering the fubjet of the Dew-
annee, and the confequences of your
large increafe of revenues. I have al-
ready obferved, thatféur acqmﬁtxon will
give no umbrage to foreign nations, with
refpect to our territorial jurifdiction, fo
long as the prefent appearance of the
Nabob’s power is pre{'erv red ; but I am
convinced they will ¢’er long entertain
Jcalouﬁes of our commercial fuperiority.

Public complaints have indeed been al-

‘ready made from both French and Dutch
factories, that ﬁ:: dread of the Englifh

name, added to the encouragement of
your fervants at the different Aurungs,
has dezerred the weavers from complying
with their ufual and neceflary demandy:
and I am perfuaded that, fooner or
later, mational remonfirances will be made
on that fubje¢t. Perhaps one half of the
trade being referved to the Englith Com-
pany, and the other divided between the
French, Dutch and Danes, in fuch pro- .
portions as may be fettled between their
refpective Commiflaries, might adjuft
thefe difputes to the mutual fatisfaction
of all parties. Befides, as every nation
which trades to the Eaft-Indies conftantly
brings
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brings out filver, for the purchafe of
merchandize in return, and as our reve-
nues will for the future enable us to fur-
nifh all our inveftments without any. re-

mittance from England, it feems necef~
N
fary that we fhould, in fome degree, en- !

courage the trade of others, in order that
this country may be fupplied by ‘them with
Bullion, to replace the quantity ‘we {hall
annually fend to China, or to any other
part of the world. It is impoffible for me
to be a fufficient judge of the practicabi-
lity, or propriety of admitting other na-
tions to fuch a proportion of trade with
us in thefe parts, nor will you fufpeét
that T entertain a thought of taking any
ftep without inftructions from you in an
affair of fuch national importance. I do
not even prefitme to argue upon the fub-
ject: I only mention it as a point which
has occurred to me, and which I think
well merits your moft {erious confidera-

tionkidad
r5th. Confidering the excefles we
have of late years manifefted in our con-
dudt, the princes of Indoflan will not
readily imagine us capable of moderation;
nor can we expect they will ever be at-
tached
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tached to us by any’ other motive than’
fear. - Meer Jaffier Coffim ‘Ally, the pre-
fent: Nabob, - and - even' Mahomed ~Ally,
the: Nabob - of Arcot -(the beft” Muflul~
nian I ever knew) have afforded " in-
ftances fufficient of  their inclinations to
throw off-the Englith fuperiority. . No
opportunity will ever''be negle&ed that
feems to favor an-attempt to extlrpate us,
though-the confequendes,” while' we keep:
our-army complete,” muft in‘the'end "be
more fatal to themfelves:~ This' impa-
tience under-the ﬁibjC&lOﬂ, as' T may call
ity to Europeans is'natural : but {o great’
is‘the’ infatuation - of the’ natives  of this
country,: that they look no fareher than
the- prefent momient," and ‘wilt put’ their'
all to' the-hazard of a fingle battle. Even
out-young Nabob, who is the iffue of ‘a
proftitute,  who has' little abilities,” and ",
lefs -education - to fupply - the “want" of
thent:; 'mean, - weak, “and ignorant as
this man is, he would, ifleft to himfelf
and-a few of his arcful flatterers, purfie
the yery paths’ of his predeceflors. It is
impoflible, theréfore, - to truft him \uth
power and be fafe. 'If you mednto main- -
tain-your prefént- poffeflions ‘ant advan=
tages,
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tages, the command of the army and re-
ceipt of the revenues muft be kept in
your own hands. Every wifh he may

exprefs to obtain either, be .aflured, is
to your original ftate of dependency, to
which you can never now return without
ceafing to exift. Ifyou allow the Nabob
to have forces, he will foon raife money :
if you allow him a full treafury, without
forces, he will certainly make ufe of it
to invite the Blarattas, or other pawers,
to: invade the country, upon a fuppo-
fition that we fhall not fufpect the part
he takes, and that fuccefs will reftore
him to the full extent of his fovereignty ;
for fo ignorant is he even of the nature of
his own . countrymen, that he would
never imagine the very. men he had paid
to refcue the dominions from us, would
only conquer ta feize .the fpoil for them-
felves.. Such is he whom we now call
Nabob ; and fuch arg the faithlefs politics
of Indoftan, We. have. adopted, how-
ever, a plan which, if ftriétly adhered
to, muft effechually prevent his involving
the Company, or himfelf, in any. difficul-
ties.  Mahoimed: Reza Cawn, .Roy Dul-

lub
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-Iub and Juggut Seat, men of the moft
approved credit and moderation, are ap-
< pointed jointly to the management of all
his affairs, nor is either of them to aét
fingly in any meafure of government.
The Royal Treafury is under three dif-
ferent locks and keys, and each of thefe
minifters of ftate has a key; fo that no
money can be iffued for any fervice what-
ever without the joint knowledge and
confent of them all. Our Refident at
the Durbar is' to .infpect the treafury ac-
counts, from time. to time, as he or the
Governor and Council may think proper:
but we are never to interfere in the ap-
peintment or complaints of any officer
under the government, nor in any par-
ticulars relative to the above-mentioned
departments, unlefs fome extraordinary
conduct of the Miniftry fhould render al-
terations requifite.  This form of go-
vernment I thought proper to recom-
mend, in order to purge the Court of a
fet of knaves and parafites, by whom
the Nabob was furrounded, and who
were always undermining our influence,
that they might the more firmly eftablifh
their own. So far, you will obferve, we
have
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have exerted ourifelves in the arrangement
of the Nabob’s affairs : but it is a meafure
of the utmolt confequence, fince-it lays
‘the foundation of that tranquillity, mode-
Tation, and regularity which will fupport
the government againft any future at-
tempts to a revolution, and we are deter-
“mined to intereft ourfelves at the city in
no other refpect. I need only add, that
Mr. Sykes, for whom we intend the re-
fidentfhip, is-a gentleman from" whofe
inflexible integrity and long experience
in the country politics we have reafon to
expect the moft exact performance of

every duty in fuch an important ftation.
16th. The regulation of the Nabob’s
Miniftry, the acquifition of the Dewannee,
and the honourable terms on which we
have concluded a peace with the Vizier
of the empire, have placed the dignity
and advantages of the Englifh Eaft-India
Company on a bafis more firm than eur
moft fanguine wifhes could a few months
ago have fuggefted. Thefe however alone
will' not enfure your ftability : - thefe are
but the outworks which guard you from
your natural encmxes, thc natives of the

country T all i not fafe : ‘danger {till
E fubfifts
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fubfits from more formidable enemies
within : Juxury, corruption, avarice, ra-
pacity, thefe have pofleflion of your prin-
-cipal pofts, and are ready to betray your
citadel. Thefe, therefore, muft be extir-
pated, or they will infallibly deftroy us:
for we cannot expect the faime caufes
which have ruined the greateft kingdoms
fhould have different effe@s on {fuch a ftate
as ours. That fudden growth of riches,
from whence thofe evils principally arife,
demands our moft ferious attention. The
affairs of Bengal, however glorious and
flourifhing the profpect may now be, can-
not be fuccefsfully managed by men whole
views extend not above a year or two,
and who will fet all orders from the
Court of Direftors at defiance; well
knowing they muft have acquired an
affluent fortune, or at leaft a comfortable
. independency, before refentment can
reach them. A competency ought to be
allowed to all your fervants, from the
time of their arrival in India; and ad-
vantages fhould gradually increale to
each, in proportion to his ftation ; but I
would have few of them entertain hopes
of returning to their native country till

they
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they thall'have attained the rank of Coun-
cillor ;' -then the profpect fhould open
to them, and they fhiould be certain of
being enabled to return in a few years
with independent’ fortunes:  This cer-
tainly would arife’ from the freight of
thips, from the privileges of trade (the
advantages of which you are not unac-
quainted with) and alfo from the profits
upon falt, beetel, and tobacco, agreeable
to the new' regulation which ' we have
made, in order'to reftify the -abufes that
have been fo long committed in thofe:
branches ‘of trade; to the great- detri-
ment of the countiy government, with-

out view of ‘benefit'to the Company:-
17the The regulation now eftablifhed’
for the falt"trade will, T hope, be entirely’
to your fatisfaction. I at’ firft intended-
t6 ‘propofe; that the Company and their
fervants® fhould  be jointly and equally’
concerned in the trade itfelf: but, upon-
better confideration, - I'judged that plan-
to-be rather unbecoming the dignity- of
the Company, and- concluded it would:
be better; that they'fhould give the trade:
entirely-to their fervants, and fix a’daty
upon-it for themfelves equivalent to half
E 2 the

o~
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the profits. This duty we have com~
puted at the rate of 35 per cent. for the
prefent ; but I imagine it will be able
next year to bear an increafe. The ar-
ticles of beetel and tobacco, being of lefs
confequence and yielding much lefs ad-
vantage, the duties upon them, of courfe,
mutft be lefs. For farther particulars of
thefe regulations I beg leave to refer you
to the Committee letter and proceedings,
I would not here trouble you with the
repetition of a matter which is there fo

fully laid before you.
18th. The advantages propofed for
the Governor and Council would un-
doubtedly appear extremely large to thofe
who are unacquainted with the riches of
Bengal, and the numberlefs opportuni-
ties which the Company’s fervants have
of acquiring money.; But you, who are
now perfectly informed of the revenues
of thefe kingdoms, and the prodigious
cmoluments within the reach of gentle-
men high in the fervice, will, I am per-
{uaded, agree with me, that if fome plan
of the nature propofed be not adopred,
the Governor and Council will not fail to
acquire much larger fortunes, by other
means



2

means, in a much f{horter tlme, which
muft always be produttive of that quick
fucceffion, not only fo detrimmental to
your commercial intereft, but (o totally
incompatible with the acquifition of poli-
tical knowledge, which ought now to be
confidered as a very material qualifica-
tion in all your civil as well as military
fervants. To obviate an objection whicl
may arife, that they may po{ﬁbly proceed
in the old way of procuring money, not~
withftanding they accept of thefe allow-
ances, | would have an oath tendered to
them, of as ftrong and folemn a nature
as canbe penned. Thave drawn out the
form-of one, agreeable to my idea of the
expedient, and have the honour to in-
clofe it for your confideration. To this
may be annexed a penalty-bond of
150,0001. to be executed by the Go-
vernor, and of 50,0001, to be executed
by each of the Council.” Thus the con-
fciences of fome will be awakened by the
legal confequences of perjury, and pecu-
niary punifhment will be a fure guard
over the honefty of others. Could the
hearts of men be known by their general
charaéter in fociety, or could their con-

dudt
354607
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dud in a ftate of temptation be aftertain=
ed from their moderate attention to wealth
whillt the fudden acquifition of it was
impoffible, the propofal I'make would be
an affront to religion and morality: but
fince that is not the cafe in any part of
the world, and leaft of all {fo in the Eaft,
we muft, for our own fecurity; impofe
fuch reftraints' as fhall make it impoflible
even for hypocrify to introduce corrup+
tion.
1gth, Having thus. fully fubmxtted to
you my fentiments on - the’ civil- depart-
ment, permit- me to trouble you with a
few obfervations. onthe mlhtary, which
deferves a no lefs. ferious- attention. In
the former. part of this letter I-have men-
tioned, that.luxury and. an abhorrence
of fubordination had overfpread your
army, but that the good effects of  ap--
pointing field officers had already become
vifible. The Committee letter will in=
clofe a general returniof their number,
and. enlarge upon the neceflity of keep=
ing . each. regiment complete to the eftas
blithment : . I therefore avoid faying any
thing. here upon thofe fubjeés. That
letter will alfo {pecify the proportion of
emolu-
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emoluments propofed for the field offi-
«cers, from the new acquired advantages
upon falt. The fame objetion may per-
‘haps be made to this, which I fuppofed
was likely to occur with refpect to the
plan for the benefit of the civil fervants.
If {o, I beg leave to refer you to my pro-
pofal and remarks upon that fubjedt,
which are equally proper and applicable
to this. Thefe points then I conclude
are {ufficiently before you, and I proceed
to recommend to your confideration, that
the regimenting of the troops has intro-
duced a much larger number of officers
of rank than has hitherto been admitted
upon your eftablifhment ; and that this
regulation, beneficial and neceflary as it
is, will notwithftanding be productive of
one dangerous evil, if not conftantly
guarded againit by the authority of the
Governor and Council, fupported and
enforced by the higher powers at home.
The evil I mean to apprize you of, is, the-
encroachment of the mllltary upon the
civil Jurxidlghon, and an” attempt to be
m%lepcrylent of their authority. A f{pirit
of this kind has al always been vifible : our
utmof} vigilance, therefore, is requifite
to
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to fupprefs it ; or at leaft to take care that
it fhall not actually prevail. I have been
-at fome pains to inculcate a total fub_]ec—
tion of the army to the government, and
I doubt not but you w1]1 ever maintain
that principle. In the field, in time of
actual fervice, I could wifh to fee the
Commander of your forces implicitly re-
lied on for his plan of operations. Or-
ders from the prefidency may frequent-
ly embarrafs him, and prejudice the fer-
vice. At fuch a time he is certainly the
beft judge of what meafures fhould be
purfued, and ought, therefore, to be
trafted with difcretionary powers. But
he ¢hould by no means be permitted to
vary from the fixed general plan of a
campaign, nor, from his own idea of the
Company’s intereft, to profecute opera-
tions of importance, when they are not
alfo of real utility and emergency. Idwell
not, however, entirely upon the conduct
of a Commander of the forces, as fuch,
in the field. He is to underftand, that
upon all occafions, a gentleman in coun-
cil is his fuperior, unlefs he alfo has a
‘feat at the Board, and then he will, of
‘courfe, rank as he ftands in that appoint-

ment,
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ment. The whole army fhould, in like
manner, be fubordmate to the cw1l power;
and it is the indifpenfable duty of the
Gavernor and Council to keep’ them fo.
if at any time they fhould ftruggle for
fuperiority, the Governor and Council
muft ftrenuoufly exert themfelves, ever
mindful that they.are truftees for the
Company in this fettlement, and the . guar-
dians of public praperty under a civil in-
ftitution.
2oth. It would give me pain to fee 2
regulation fo falutary as that of the ap-
peintment of field officers attended with
any inconveniencies, and therefore I would
earneftly recommend the following very
ealy and effectual mode of prevention.
Let the equality in civil and military rank
be immediately fettled by the Court of
Direftors. Were difputes to happen about
precedence the only points to be adjuft-
ed, they would not be worth a moment’s
refleftion : but we are to confider, that
opportunities will fometimes happen when
military gentlemen may afflome power
and authority from the rank they hold
among the civil fervants, and perhaps
pay no attention to orders iflued from
TR theix
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their fuppofed inferiors. Such conten=z
tions may have difagreeable confequences;
and to prevent them, I propofe, that
all the Colonels (the Commander of the
troops excepted, who is entitled to the
rank of third in council) fhall be equal in
rank to the Councillors, but always the
youngeft of that rank. The Lieutenant-
colonels fhould rank with fenior mer-
chants, the. Majors with junior merchants ;
Captains with faltors, and Licutenants
and Enfigns with writers. The rank of
all officers below Colonels, and of civil
fervants below Councillors, may be con-
fidered according to the dates of their
commiffions and appointments refpetive
ly. When fuch a regulatlon has taken
place, I think the appointment of field
officers cannot be charged with a ﬁnOIQ
inconvenience,
z1ft. Befmc I quit the fubjeét of the
army, I muft repeat what, if I miftake
not, I mentloned to Mr, Rous before I
left England, the propriety of appointing
Sir Robert Barkcr to the command of a
yegiment, in cafe of a vacancy. On the
death of Colonel Knox I hefitated not to
appomt Sir Robcu: to the third reglment
" but
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biit it met with oppofition, nét only frofit
fome of the gentlemen in council, but
afterwards from Sir Robert Fletcher, who
thought himfelf aggrieved, though-at a
" time when Barker vas a-Captain he was
bnly a volunteer in your fervice: and
befides Sir Robert Barker mufl; on all oc-
tafions; as the elder officer; have com-
manded in the field, in the abfence of Ge=
neral Carnac and Colonel Smith; even if
this appointment had not taken place. If
I could imagine that his feniority in the
fervice did not fufficiently intitle him to
this preferment; T would urge his expe-
tience, which is greater than that of the
other gentleman,and his difinteréftednef;
which made him accept what is set in-
finitely inferior; in point of emoluments;
3¢ the command of the artillery:. Lieu-
tenant-colonel Peach has, in' like manner;
“been objected to by the Majors appointed
by the Governor and Courncil : but as it
has always been cuftomary to prefer of-
ficers of your own appointment ‘t6 thofe
of the fame rank nominated by the Go-
nor and Council, I need not. point out the
propriety of your confirming this gentle-
man’s commiflion. The mtroducmg Lieu-

Fra tenant-
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tenant=colonel Chapman alfo to that ranit
has met with the fame objetions. With
regard to him, permit me to acquaint
you, that he is a very old Major in the
King’s fervice, that he was {ftrongly
{olicited at Madrafs to continue there,
and on very advantageous terms, when
his regiment was ordered home ; but that
1 found him. at the Cape, in his way to
Europe, and it was with the utmoft dif-
ficulty that-Mefl. Summner, Sykes and my-
{elf could prevail upon him to return te
India, next in rank to Lieutenant-colonel
Peach. His merits on the Coaft have been
.very great, and I confider him as a very
valuable acquifition to your fervice. I
.therefore moft earneftly requeﬁ: you will
‘be pleafed to confirm his appointment as
Lleutenant colonel on this eftablifhment.
Neither of thefe three gentlemen I have
here fpoken of can-be cenfuxed for that
ipmt of licentioufnefs and independency
which I have pointed out, as the great
cevils we ought to guard againft : and the
-variety, as yv¢ll as length of their fervices,
.will certainly be of confiderable advan-
.tage to corps like ours. I muft at the
fame tlme confefs, that I cannot be re~

: ' fponfible
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fponﬁb‘le for that difcipline and reforma=
tion we mean thall take place, unlefs the
ﬁeld officers are men I can depend upon. -
Mot of the Captains now in your fervice
have had fo little experience, and are,
fear, fo liable to the general objection,
that I could wifh to have five or {ix Cap-
tains fent out who have feen fervice, who
underftand difcipline, and who are well
‘recommended by their Colonels. If you
{hould think proper to extend this plan
to Majors, it will be fo much the better ;
but there is no occafion to go higher.
‘Among the appointments you may be
pleafed to make in England, I .could
wifh to find a majority upon this eftablifh-
ment for Major Pemble, agreeable to the
date of the Brevet given i upon his
arrival at this place. That. gentleman
has feen much fervice, both on the.coaft
of Choromandel, at Manitta, and at Ben-
gal; but being on the Bombay eftablith-
.ment, where the rife is fo very flow, he
has had the mortification to fee himfelf
conftantly fuperfeded by the Coaft and
Bengal officers. You may be affured I
would not trouble you with this recom-
mendation, if I did not know him to be

. .worthy of your notice.
e g 22d.
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33d. The enquiries I have found myfelf
tinder the ‘neceflity of promoting, the
regulations which I judged proper fhould
take place without delay, together with
thofe I have here the honour to propofe
for your mature deliberation, will, I
doubt not; mect with that candid difeuf*
fion which the importance of the fubject
requires. You will be pleafed, upon the
whole, to obferve, that the great object of
my labour has been (4and it muft alfo be
yours) to ftem that torrent of luxury;
corruption; and licentioufnefs which have
nearly ‘overwhelmed the intereft; and ¥
might add the exiftence of the Company
in thefe parts’; to reduce your ¢ivil fer-
vants toa fenfe of duty to their employers,
and moderation in purfuit of theit own
advantages; to introduce difcipline; fub-
ordination, and ceconomy into your
army, and to prevent, in general; that
fudden acquifition of riches which is evi<
dently the root of almoft every other
evil, both in the civil and military de-=
partments. ‘
* 23d. Is there a man anxious for the
.ﬁfpeedy return of his fon, his brother, or
his friend; and folicitous to fee that re-
turn
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turn accompanied by affluence of for-
tune, indifferent to the means by wlnch\
it may have been obtained ? Is there who, /

void of all but felfith feelings, can Wlth-. PAY,

hold his approbation of any plan that/"

promifes not fudden riches to thofe of his <
deareft conne&tions, who can look with!
contempt upon meafures of moderation, |

E'd

Sy

and who can cherifh all upftart greatnefs, %{, <

though ftigmatized with the fpoils of the |
Company ? If there is fuch a man, to.
him all arguments would be vain; to
him I fpeak not. My addrefs is to thofe,
who can judge coolly of the advantages
to be defired for their relations and
friends, nor think the body corporate .
wholly unentitled to their attention. If
thefe fhould be of opinion, that an in-
dependent fortune honourably acquxred
in a faithful fervice of 12 or 15 years, is
more compatible with the interefts of the
Company than the late rapidity of acqui~
fitions, and at the fame time fatisfactory
to the expeltations of reafon, I will ven-
ture to afert, that the regulations already
made, together with thofe propofed, will,
when enforced by the authority of the
Court of Diretors, enfure to the Com-

pany

~
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pany their commercial and political ad~
vantages, and be produdtive of certain
independency to every fervant who en-
deavours to deferve it.

24th. The general terms in which I
kave mentioned the depravity of this fet-
tlement, oblige me to point out to your
attention, the inftances, the very few in-
ftances of diftingunifhed merits among the
fuperior fervants. To find a man who,
in the midft of luxury and licentioufnefs,
had retained the true idea of commercial
ccconomy ; who, inferior in fortune to
moft of you civil fervants in the rank of
Councillors, was yet fuperior to all in
moderation and integrity ; whofe regard
for the welfare of the public, and for the
reputation of individuals, had made him

- warn others from falling into the tempta-

tions of corruption, which he faw were
approaching, and who could actually re-
filt thofe temptations himfelf, when a
fhare was allotted him of money he
thought unwarrantably obtained ; to find
fuch a man in fuch a fettlement would
appear incredible to thofe who are unac-~
quainted with Mr. Verelft. I have re-
prefented this. gentleman to you, ‘as I
' would
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would every one, in his real character:
and fhall only add, that if you wifh to
fee the meafures we are now purfuing
fupported with integrity, abilities and
refolution, you will endeavour to prevail
>on him to'continue in your fervice, by
appointing him to fiicceed Mr. Sumner in
the government. To omit mcntioning

is clear : and his attachment to your fer-
vice what it ought to be, unbiafled by
any mean attention to hisown advantages.
I wifh fincerely your lift of fuperior fer-
vants would enable me to detain you
longer on fuibjects of commendation :
but I have finifhed the picture, and can-
not add another figure that deferves to be
diftinguifhed from the groupe.

2 5th. Having filled fo many pages up-
on the fubject of public affairs, you will
indulge me with a few lines upon 2 cir-
cumftance which concerns myfelf' Mr.
Johnftone, in his laft minute in council,
has thought proper to throw out fome ob-
fervations upon the validity of my title
“to the jaghire, infinuating that the defect
shich he pretends to have difcavered was

G not
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not known at the time of my Iitigdtion
with the Compzmy As T would mot wifh
that a point in which my hénour is con-
cerned fhould ‘pafs unmnoticed, ¥ muft ob-
ferve, that the King’s funnud, which Mr.
ohnftoric affirmed was requifite fo be at-
tained within 6 months from the granting
of the jaghire for the conformation of i,
is a matter of form only, and not bl
ftood tobe effential, As aproof of this, Iin-
clofe tranflations of various jaghire grants,
properly attefted by Mr. Vanfittart, the
Perfian tranflator; as alfo’'an atteftation
of the fame gentleman, that the grant te
me was as complete as other grants of
that nature generally are: but to put this
matter out of difpute, the paper of agree-
ment which Mr, Johnftone attudes to, is
of no more conf'equcncc than a piece of
blank paper, fince it was never executed
by me, or by any arrent, or vaquicl on mty
account ; nor was any agent ever named,
or thdught of by me, Inclofed; I tranfs
niit you a tranflation of the very paper; ats
tefted alfo by Mr. Vanfitrart,
26th, Permit me now to remind you
that T have a large family ‘who ftand in
ficedof a father’s Prote&lon ; that I facrie

ficg
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fice miy health and hazard my fortute,
with my life, by continuing in this cli-
mage. The firft great purpofes of my ap-+
peointment are perfectly anfwered : peace
is reftored, and my engagement to pro=
cure, for the Company the reverfion of my
jaghire is completed in. the fulleft man-
ner, fince it is not only confirmed by
the prefent Nabob, but by the Great
Mogul. >I now ‘only wait to be informed
whether my conduct thus far be approved
of, and whether the whole, or any part
of the regulations I have had the honour
to lay before you are conformable to your
ideas of the reformation neceflary to be
eftablithed. If they meet with your appro-
bation, I doubt not. you will immediately
empower. me, in conjunction with the
Select-Committee, tofinifh the bufinefs fo
fuccefsfully begun; which may eafily be
effected before the end of the enfuing year,
when I am determined . to return to Eu
rope, and hope to acquaint . you in per-
‘fon with the accomplifhment of every
with yow can. form for :the profperity of
your affairs in Bengal. .
24th. I fhall conclude this tedious
letter by obferving,. that. my . anxiety. to
G2 know
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know whetheryou approve of my condudt,
or not, can proceed from no other motive
than my concern for the public ; fincd X
continue invariable in the refolution I
formed and exprefled in a General Court,
long before the covenants were propofed,
of acquiring no addition to my fortune
by my acceptance: of the government/:
and I beg leave alfo to affure you, that
in order to obviate all fufpicion of a col-
lufion in this delicate point, I have not
permitted either of the gentlemen of my
family to hold an employment in your
_fervice, nor to receive prefents, although
they are not bound by covenants to the
_contrary.  The {mall congratulatory

nazurs, elephants, horfes, &c. which I
‘have been under a neceflity. of receiving,
do not, Iimagine, amount to any con-
fiderable fum ; but whatever it may be,
mot a farthing ‘fhall go into-my owm
_pocket. « I have hitherto been too much
.engaged in matters of public impostance
to attcnd to a particular valuation ; but
I have caufed an exat account to be
kept of every, even the moft trifling
l;.rpre{'ent, which at my return fhall be
fubmitted to your infpeétion : .and in
the
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the mean time, the amount of the whole
fhall go towards defraying my extraordi-
nary expences, as Governor. - The only
favour I have to folicit for myfelf'is, that
although your treafury here will for the
future be fo full as to render it difficult
for individuals to: obtain bills ‘upon ‘the
Company,’ payable at home, you will be
pleafed to indulge me. with the ufual
channel of remittance of my jaghire, un-
till it reverts to the Company.

I have the honour to be, with the ut-
moft refpect,

GENTLEMEN,
Your motft obedient and
‘ moft humble fervant,
‘ (Signed) CLIVE.
To the Honourable the Covrt of DirEcTORS.

28th. I cannot help requefting your
attention to Mr. William Wynne, a young
gentleman whom I brought out to India
with me, and whom I was in Ropes of
feeing
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fecing appointed a writer on the lift of
that year. I have caufed him to tran<
feribe this letter, that you may fee he is
qualified in point of penmanthip ; and as
he .has lived: conftantly with me, and
acted as aflitant to my fecretary, I can
take upon me to be refponfible for his
conduét and abilities in every refpeét. It
is, therefore, my particular requeft, that
you confer on him the ftation of a writer,
to take rank from the time of his leaving
England. .

2g9th. Ibeg leave alfo torecommend to
your protection Mr.Maddifon,agentleman
of a liberal education,  and who promifes
to be a very valuable fervant to the Com-
pany, from-an uncommon facility in ac-
quiring the Perfian language. Ashe is 27
years of age, you will not think me un-
reafonable in foliciting for him the ap-
pointment;of a factor.

(Signed ) CLIVE,



COPY or A LETTER
FROM
Tue Ricer Hox. Lorp CLIVE,-V

And the Reft of the SELECT COMMITEE,
at Forr WirLi4ss, in Benaar,

TO THE
COURT or DIRECTORS
of Tne EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

T Dated the 30th September 1764, )
L b i
{ i

GENTLEMEN,

it. HE accompanying procegdings
of the Select Committee will ex-

plain our motives for purchafing the Ad-
miral Stevens to convey to your hands
thefe difpaches, which we hope will be
deemed of fufficient importance to merit
any extraordinaty expence thereby in-
gurred ; an expenge which we flattér our-
felves
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felves will be fully defrayed by the valu-
able cargo which fhe carries home at this
early feafon.

2d. By the general letter of this date
you will be informed, by the Prefident
and Council, of every material ‘concern:
that has been tranfacted before the Board.
At the fame time, we'beg leave to refer
to the letters difpatched by the Vanfittart
and Bute {whereof duplicates are now in-
clofed) for a detail of the military opera-
tions, political occurrences, and efpe-
cially the very important tranfactions pre-
vious to our arrival, and fubfequent to
the death of Meer Jaffier. An event that
turnifhed the moft glorious opportunity
of eftablithing your influence and power
on fo folid a baﬁs, as muft foon have ren-
dered the Englifh Eaft-India Company the
moft potent commercial body that ever
flourifhed at any period of time,

3d. It is from a due fenfe of the regard
we owe and profefs to your intereft; and
to our own honour, that we think'it in-
difpenfably neceffary to lay open to your
view a feries of tranfactions too notori-
oufly known to be fupprefled, and too
affecting to your intereft, to the national

' ’ character,
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charadter, and to theexiftence of the Com-
pany in Bengal,: to efcape unnoticed and
uncenfured : tranfactions which:feem. to
demontftrate, that every fpring of'this go-
vernment -was {ineared with ' corruption ;
that principles of rapacity and oppreflion
univerfally prevailed; and that every fpark
of fentiment and public fpirit was ' loft
and extinguifhed in the unbounded luft

of unmerited wealth.
4th. To' illuftrate’ thefe poﬁtlons, we
muft exhibit- to your view a moft un-
pleafing variety of complaints, inquiries,
evidences, accufations and vindications,
the particulars of which are entered in
our proceedings and the appendix ; af-
furing you, that we undertake this tatk
with peculiar' reluctance, from the per-
fonal regard we entertain for fome of the
gentlemen whofe characters will appcar

to be deeply affected.
- sth. At Fort St. George, we received
the firft advices of the demife of Meer Jaf-
fier,and of Shujah Dowlah’s defeat. It was
there firmly imagined, that no definitive
meafures would be ' taken, either in re-
fpect to a peace, or filling the vacancy in
the Nizamut, before.our .arrival, as the
H Lapwing
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Lapwing arrived‘in the month of January
with ' your general letter,  and. the- ap~
pointment of a Committee, with.exprefs
poweis to-that-purpofe; for the fuccelsfub
exertion of which the -happieft : oceafion
now offered. . Howeyer a contrary refo-
lution prevaile’d in the Council. | [The op=
portunity - of acquiring immenfe fortunes.
was too. inviting .to be negletted, and
the temptation too powerful to bé refifted.
A treaty was: haftily drawn upl by the
Board, or rather tranfcribed, with a few
unimportant additions, from that conclud-
ed with Meer Jaflier; and a deputation,
confifting of Meflieurs Johnftone, Senior,:
Middleton and-Leycefter, appointed to.
raife the natural fon of the deceafed Na-
bob' to!the Subahdarry, in- prejudice of
the; claim of  the: grandfon ;- and for this
meatuire {ich reafons are afligned as oughe
to' have ditated a diametricaily oppofite
vefolution: . Miran’s Yion -was a’ minor :
which circumftance alone would have na-
turally brought the whole adminiftration
into our. hands, ' afi-a: junéture when sit
became:indifpenfably neceflary we {hould
realize that fhadow of power.and in-
fluence . which, having no folid; founda~

s tion,
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tion, was expofed to the danger of being
annihilated by the firft ftroke of ‘adver f'e
“fortune. /But this inconfiftéticy was not
regarded, nor.was it material to the views
for Uprecipitating the’ treaty which "was
preﬂ'ed oni the young Nabob, at ‘the ‘firft
wiew, 'in {o earneft and indelicate a man-
ner as highly difgufted him and cha-
grined ' his minifters ; while not a fingle
rupee -was ' {tipulated for the Company,
whofe interefts were facrificed,” that their
fervants .might revel “in the 1poils of a
treafury’ before unpoveh{hed ‘but: now
totally exhaufted. : A
6th. This fcene of corruption was firlt
difclofed at a vifit the Nabob paid to-Lord
Clive-and the gentlemen of the Commit-
tee, a few 'days after our arrival. 'He
there delivered to his Lordfhip a fetter,
filled with bitter complaints of the infults
and indignities he' had been expofed to,
and the: embezzlement of near ‘twenty
laaks of rupees, iffued from his treafury,
for purpofes unknown, during the late
negotiations. So public a complaint could
not be difregarded: and it foon pro-
duced an enquiry. We referred the let-
ter to the Board, in expectation of ob-
H 2 taining
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taining a fatisfactory account of the ap-
plication of this money: and were an-
fivered, only by a warm remonftrance,
entered by Mr. - Leycefter, againft that
very Nabob in.whofe elevation he boafts

of having been a principal agent.
7th, Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Naib
Subah, was then called ‘upon to account
for this large difburfement from the trea-
fury: and he foon delivered to the Com-
mittee the very extraordinary parrative
entered in our proceedings of the 6th
June, wherein® he. {pecifies the {everal
names, the fums by whom paid, and ta
whom,. whether in bills, cafh, or obliga-~
tions.. So’precife, fo accurate an account
as this, of money iflued for fecret and
venal f{ervices, was never, 'we believe,
before this period exhibited to the ho-
nourable Court of Direftors ; at leaft ne-
ver youched by fuch undeniable tefli-
mony, and authentic documents; by Jug~
gut Seat, who himf{lf was obliged to
contribute largely to the fums demanded
by Mootyram, wha was employed by Mr.
Johnftonc in all thefe pecuniary tranfac-
tions ; by the Nabob, and Mahomed Reza
Cawn, who were the heayieflt fufferers,
and,
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and, laftly, by the confeffion of the géﬁdé'i
men themfelves, whofe names are fpec1—
fied in the diftribution lift."-
8th. Jugguat Seat exprefly’ déclares, in
his ‘narrative, that the fum’ which he a-
greed to pay the deputatlon, amountmg
to 125,000 rupees, was extorted by mé-"
naces ; and fince the clofe of our enquiry,
and the opinions we delivered in the pro-
ceedings of 'the 21t June, it fully ap-
pears, ‘that the prefents from the Nabob
and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the
#ke immenfe fum of feventeen laaks, were
not the volantary offerings of gratitude,
but contributions levied on the weaknefs
of the government, and violently exalt-
ed frem the dependent ftate and timid
difpofition of the minifter. The charge
indeed is denied on the one hand, as well
as affirmed on the other.” Your honour-
able Board muft, therefore, determine
how far the circumftance of extortion
may aggravate the ‘crime of difobedience
to your poﬁtwe orders, the expofing the
government in a manner to fale, and re-
ceiving the infamous wages of corruptlon'
from oppoﬁte parties and contending in-
terefts. 'We fpeak with boldnefs, becaunfe
we
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we {peak from conviétion . founded upon
indubitable facts, that befides the above
fums, fpecified in; the diftribution account
to the amount of 228, 1251. fterling, there
was likewife to the value of feveral laaks
of rupees prgcmed from Nundcomar and
Roydullub,. each of whom afpired at, and
obtained a promife of - that.very employ-
ment that was predetermined to beibe-
ftowed on: Mahomed Reza Cawn. :The
paruculars of this extraordinary bargain
came too late to our hands to be inferted
in the proceedings; nor do we think.ig
material, fince to infift on farther proofs
than are already fully and  clearly exhi-
bited, in order to convince you that our
enquiry was neceflary and our decifion
moderate, would, ‘we apprehend ferve
rather to exhaunft your patience than con-

firm your belief, .
gth. Thefe particulars being fubmitted
to your confideration, it may be necef~
fary to offer a few remarks on the argu-
ments urged by thefe gentlemen in thexr
feveral minutes, cither in their own jufti-
fication, or with a view that our proceed-
ings fhould appear arbitrary and oppref-
ﬁve. Mefl. Johnftone, Senior, Leycefter,
Burdety
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Burdett and Gray vindicate the receiving
of prefents by arguments which, in our
opinion;  render their conduct ftill more
culpable.” They urge, that as the cove-
nants' were not then executed, they could
not ‘be obligatory. v In anfiver,: we will
beg leave:to afk ‘thofe gentlemen, whe-
ther the Company’s orders were not then
received ? ' Whether the intention and {pi~
rit of  thofe orders were not clearly and
perfe@ly underftood?. Whether the cove-
nants . themfelves were not’ tranfmitted
from England; ‘ready to be filled up and
executed? 'Whether a fingle ‘motion for’
fulfilling the Company’s inftruétions ap-
pears on the face of the confultations?
Whether it was not' incumbent on them,
as the fuperior power, to fet this ex-
ample of refpet and deference to the or-
ders of their conftituents? And wheéther
they conceive the Company would have
fuftained any detriment by this a& of
their obedience ? How then came the or-
ders to be totally neglected, at a junc-
ture efpecially when the letter and fpirit
of thofe obligations clearly manifefted that
particular regard fhould -be had to their

exegution? .
1oth,
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toth.-The fame gentlemen arraign the
condné, and -even deny the powers of
the Select Committee. - Mr. Leycefter, in
particular, affirms, that candor and de-
cency requjred the truth of a charge
brought againft any of the members of
the Boazd, fhould be determined by the
Board. ; You, gentlemen, will be able to
judge of the force of this argument, and
of the propriety of the meafure propofed,
when we: acquaint you, that of a Board
then fitting of the prefidency, confifting
of the prefident and eight members, five
of thofe members were themfelves the ac-
cufed, who, by having a majority of
voices, would of confequence become the
judges of their own conduc¢t. ~ We will
not enter into a difcuflion of the precife
powers entrufted to the Committee:' but
we may venture to aflirm, that unlefs the
fpirit of their inftrutions be extended to
the correction of abufes, the detection of
corruption, and the punithment of dif~
. obedience, the ends propofed of reftoring
peace and txanquxlll,ty will be fruftrated,

and. their appointment rendered ridicu-
. Jous aud abfurd.

Mr.
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r1th. Mr. Johnftone is pleafed to af-
fert, that no proofs can be produced of
wmenaces being ufed to obtain a fum of
money from Juggut Seat.  To this we re-
ply, by a reference to the evidence of his
own agent, Mootyram, where it is de-
clared upon oath, that he delivered by
Mr. Johnftone’s exprefs orders the very
meflages recited in his examination.
Meflages of fuch tendency as certainly
would bear hard on Mr. Johnftone’s cha-
racter. As to what he further adds, of
our obtaining this evidence by military
force and terrors, we.are forry to fee a
gentleman. reduced to the neceflity of
refting his defence on the fubterfuge of
a pitiful evafion. Mr. Johnftone certainly
knows, at leaft he ought to know as the
proceedings were immediately fent to
him, that Mootyram was feized in the
commiflion of a clandeftine, illegal aét,
of interefting confequence to the public
in general, and to Mr. Johnftone and the
gentlemen of the deputation in particular.
-Mootyram was actually detected in an at-
témpt to fapprefs bills, to the amount of
475,000 rupees, which had been wrong-
fully obtained from Mahomed Reza Cawn,

¢ 1 and.
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and fcreen from difeovery a circumftance
which it highly imported the Committee
to know ; and which Mr. Johnftone {hould
have made known, were he folicitous to
exculpate himfelf from a charge that
deeply affedted- his reputation, and of
fuch irreproachable conduét as he would
endeavour to perfuade the world to. be-
lieve. But that not the leaft {hadow of
a doubt might remain of the candour and
cquity of the meafures we purfued, we
readily confented that the fame Mootyram
might be re-examined in'the prefence of
the Council ; where he confirmed, wich-
out contradiction or evafion, every mate-
rial circumftance fet forth in his firft evi-
dence. » ‘The remainder of Mr. John-
ftone’s ‘minute, you will perceive, doth
not affect the Committee as a body. It
confifts entirely of perfonal inve&ive,
loofe and virulent declamation, the ge-
nuine effe@ts of enraged difappointment
and detection.  Yet fhould any thing
further be required in anfiver, we beg
leave to refer you to the replies made by
Lord Crive, "and the Members of the
Cominittee, which we fatter ourfelves
will appear full and explicit. ;

rath
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t2th. One circumftance more occurs
in. the courfe of thefe gentlemens’ mi-.
nutes that merits our obfervation. It is
declared by Mr. Leycefter, upon oath,
that he did not receive the prefent in-
tended him by Mahomed Reza Cawn,
and that his letters will demonftrate his
intention was to have refufed it.  This is:
a fa&, ‘of the truth of which we entertain
not the leaft doubt; but it proves.no-
thing more than that Mr. Leycefter would
not receive a fum of money after the:
covenants had been enforced by the
Committee, and an enquiry fet on foot
concerning the diftribution of that very.
money; a part of which was now pri«
vately tendered back to Mahomed Reza
Cawn. He will not deny, that. he knew
of the intended prefent when he was at
Coflimbuzar : the letters of Meflis. Senior
and Middleton prove that he did.. He
will not deny, that bills to the amount
of 50,000 rupees were made out in his
name: their being offered back to Ma-
homed Reza Cawn, and Mootyram’s be-
ing detected in the fact evince it. The:
whole, therefore, of this folemn aflevera-

tion amounts only to an evafion .in re<
; Iz fpect
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fpect to time and circumfiances, which
no way affe: the nature of the aét itfelf.
13th. Having now explained the ori-
gin and progrefs of this difagrecable en-
quiry, we beg leave to touch upon a few
circumftances in juftification of the lenity
of our opinions delivered, and refolu-
tions entered in the Committee proceed-
ings of the 21ft of June. - And here we
muft obferve, that notwithftanding we
believed a reformation of abufes to be
a&ually our duty, yet we could not think
the fame duty neceflarily extended to the
punifhment of tranfgreffions. We owed
a regard to the perfons and characters of
fome of the gentlemen concerned, who
muft fuffer extremely by a fufpenfion, or
difimiflion. The great objets of our
wifhes were, that your fervice might in
future be conducted with integrity, dili-
‘gence and ceconomy, without a retrofpeék
to the paft, where it could be aveided.
‘The fubje& indéed of the prefent enquiry
was fo-recent, it was of fo interefting &
nature to the public, and came recom-
mended to us, or rather was forced upon
us, with fach peculiar circumftances as
sendered our proceeding to a ferutiny
: neceflary



; [ 6]

neceflary to our reputation ; but the
feverity of judgment, and a decifion
which would have left o great a void in
your Council, was not equally ncceffary
either to your interefl or to our honous.
Such an event might have imprefled the
minds of the natives with firange idcas
of the fluétuating fituation of our Coun-
cils: and it would unvoidably have ad-
mitted a number of your junior fervants
to the fupreme direction of this vaft ma-
chine of government, at an age little
exceeding that period fixed by the laws
of their country for entrufting them with
the management of their own private
fortunes. . We muft farther obferve, that
many of the moft aggravating circum-
ftances had not then reached our know-
ledge ; at the fame time we were under
the neceflity of coming to fome determi-
nation. Shujah Dowlah impatiently ex~
peéted Lord Clive in camp, to conclude
the propofed treaty and the regulations of
the government lately eftablifhed; and
other matters, then tranfafting, abfo-
lutely required Mr. Sykes’s attendance at
the Durbar.. Some of the extraordinary
fats above related were qhbtained fince

their
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théir‘ départure; and had they come”
fooner, they would have ferved only to
perplex and embarrafs us the more. In
a word, to obviate future evils we confi-
dered as our immediate duty, the punifh-:
ment of paft mifconduét we chofe to refer
to your honourable Board, that malice
itfelf fhould have no foundation for af-
ferting, that we had aflamed and exerted
a power not fully and exprefly authorized
by the Court of Directors. We think
it neceflary to declare, in juftice to Mr.
Cartier,- that his character ftands irre-
proachable in the lift of your fervants;
that he never knew of, or confented to
the receiving any the fialleft prefent,
cither from the Nabob, or from Maho-
med Reza Cawn.
14th. Although we will not take upon
us to declare, that we entlrely approve
of the covenants, in the form in -which
they have been tranfmitted, yet we are
perfuaded, from the inftances juft related,
that fome refiraint is neceflary to prevent
the abufe of the cuftomary indulgence to
receive prefents: this indulgence has cer-
tainly been extended to the moft fhame-
ful oppreflion and flagrant corruption,
and
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and is otherwife attended with manifold
inconvenienciesto the fervice. We, there-
fore, determined immediately'to enforce
your inftructions, relative to thofe ob-
ligations; and to bind down by laws all
fuch .as are not to be checked by a fenfe
of honour andjuftice: you willaccordingly
obferve, that carrying thofe orders into
ftrict execution, throughout every depart-
ment, civil and military, was among the
earlieft tranfactions bf your Select Com—
mittee.

1 5th. We alfo took'an early opportu-
nity of confidering the tendency of your
repeated - inftructions for recalling free
merchants ‘and other Europeans, who
without the leaft claim to your protection
from indentures, were neverthelefs per-
mitted to refide up the country, and in
all the different parts of the Nabob’s
dominions. Sorry we are to obferve, that
this indulgence has frequently given birth
to grievous acts of infult and oppreflion
at places remote from the prefidency and
fubordinate factories, and that carrying
your orders into execution becomes daily
more neceflary. By this meafure, however,
the bufinefs of your fervants will fuffer

con-
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confiderably, fromtheirbeing now obliged.
to employ black Gomaftahs on many affairs
that demand the vigour and activity of
Europeans. Hence hkewlfe will many per-
fons of real'merit be deprived of the means
of fiibfiftence: yet, in confideration that
private intereft muft give way to public
benefit, and that it is our duty to obey
where your immediate interefts do not
abfolutely require a deviation from your
ardérs, we determined to recall all the
Europeans refiding up the country un-
der protection of the Englifh name, by
the 21ft day of October next, and have
for that purpofe circulated advértifements
and orders to the different fubordinates.
r6th. Regulating the country govern-
ment was the next object of your atten-
tion. We found the Nabob highly diflati{-
fied with the plenary powers vefted in
Mahomed Reza Cawn, who, by virtue
of the treaty, atted in quality of prime
Minifter, and enjoyed uncontrouled au-~
thority. This unlimited fivay, lodged in
the hands of a fingle perfon, appeared
dangerous to the prefent eftablithment ;
which we thought it becommg the Com-
panys honour to’' maintain, as having
been
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been folemnly ratified by the Governor
and Council. To amend the very obvi-
ous defeéts in the treaty, without over-
fetting the principles on which it was
founded, was confiftent with equity,
while it met with the Nabob’s own ap-
probation.  And the moft effetual meahs
of doing this feemed, - to us, to confift in
an equal partition of minifterial influence.
As Mahomed Reza Cawn’s thort adminifs
tration was irreproachable, we deter-
mined to continue -him in a fhare of the
uth'ority, at the famc time that we affo-
ciated with him men of weight and cha-
ra@er ; fo that each became a check on
the condu& of the others. Accordingly
we fixed on Juggut Seat and Roydullub,
for the reafons affigned in the proceed-
ings, and we now have the pleafure to
acquaint you, that the bufinefs of the
govergment goes on with unanimity,
vigour and dxfpatch
I7th By the laft dlfpatches you were
advifed, that Shujah Dowlah was making
frefh and formidable preparations to pe=
netrate a {econd time into the Nabob’
Dominions. He had found means to
engage Mulhar, a confiderable Marattah

K Chief, .
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Chief, in his alliance ; and if the judicious
and vigorous meafures purfued by Gene-
ral Carnac had not prevented a junction
of the numerous forces deftined for this
ipvafion, a ruinous war muft hdve been
fupported through the courfe of another
campaign. The enemy’s {ituation ren-
dered their defign for fome time uncer-
tain, and obliged the General to great
* circumfpedtion in his movements, left he
fhould leave the frontiers expofed. -Hav-
ing, however, at length received un-
doubted advice they had taken the Korah
Road, he fufpected their intention was to
fall upon Sir Robert Fletcher, who com-
manded a feparate corps in that diftrict.
Accordingly he made fome forced marches
to effect a junction, which he happily ac-
comph{hed and then the united army
moved in purfuit of the enemy. On the
3d day of May the General came up with,,.
attacked and entirely defeated them :-in
confequenceof which Shujah Dowlah fepa-
rated from his allies, while the Marat-
tahs retived with precipitation towards
the Jumna: In fa&, this blow appears
10 have been decifive ; ; for Shujah Dowlah
never agam attempted to join the Marat-
‘tahs,
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tahs, who obferving the General dropt
the puriuit, in order to watch the Vizier,
made a fecond effort to re-enter Korah,
in which they were difappointed. Per-
fuaded that, to ftop their incurfions, ig
would be neceflary to drive them beyond
the Jumna, the General croffed the river
the 22d, diflodged them from their poft
on the oppofite fide, and obliged them
to retire to the hills. Here he quitted
his' purfuit, and returned to his ftation
at Jafimall, to-receive Shujah Dowlah, who
had intimated a defire of fubmitting to
whatever conditions we fhould think fit
to prefcribe.  His letter to the General
exprefles his feelings : and the reception
he met with in our camp was fuch as po-
licy di¢tated fhould be given to a van-
quithed enemy of Shujah Dowlah’s rank

and character.
18th. A peace with the Vizier became
the next immediate obje of our delibera-
tions: in adjufting which we endeavour-
ed to extend our views beyondthe prefeng
advantages that might poffibly be obtained.
We regarded Shujah Dowlah’s perfona]
chara&er, and high reputation over the
whole empire; the fituation of his conn-
K2 £y,
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try, ‘which we had conquered and the
great rifk qnd expence of maintaining
this conqueft if we clofed in with the plan
AdOpth by the late Governor and Coun-
cil, of giving it up to Nadjuff Cawn ; who
had neither wewht of reputation, nor of
force fufficient to keep poffeffion, nor. to
form a fecure barrier to the Nabob’s

dominions. The words of our inftructions
to Lord Clive, when he left the prefidency
to adjuft the conditions of a peace, ex-
pre[‘s the fentiments which we ftill enter-
l;am on this f'ub_]e& ‘ Experlence hav-
¢ ing fhewn, that an influence obtained
¢ by force of arms is deftructive of that
¢ commercial fplrlt which we ought to
¢ promgate, ruinous to the Company and
£ opprcﬁivc to the country, we earne[tly
recommend to your Lord{hip, that you
will exert your utmoft endeavours to
¢¢ o conciliate the affections of the coun-
“ try powers, to remove any jealoufy they
may entertain of onr unbounded. am-
bition, and to convince them we aim
not  at conqueﬁ and dominion, but
‘fccumty in carrying on a free trade,
equally beneficial to them and to us.

(13
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« With this view, policy requires that
our demands be moderate and equita-
ble, and that we avoid every appear-
ance of an inclination te enlarge our
territorial poffeflions. The facrifice of
conquefts which wémuft hold on a very
precarious tenuré, and- at an expence
more than equivalent to their revenues,
is of little confequence to us ; yet will
fuch reftitution imprefs them with an
high opinion of our generofity and
juftice.
‘ For thefe reafons, we think Shujah
Dowlah fhotld be reinftated in the full
pofleflion of all his dominions,. with
fuch limitations only as he muft fee are
evidently calculatéd for our.mutual
benefit. We would decline infifting
upon any terms that muft prove irk-
fome to his high {pirit, and imply 4
fufpicion of his fincerity.: Retaining
pofleflion of any of his high holds may
poflibly be deemed a neceffary pledge
of his fidelity : for our parts, we would
rather confidér it as the fource of fu-
ture contention, and an unneceflary
burthen to the Company, unlefs it b‘e
ofieday propofed to refiime the thouglits
4 Of
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« of extending their dominions, a mea-
“¢ f{ure very oppofite to the fentiments in
¢¢ which we left the Court of Directors.”
19th. Agreeable to thele mﬁru&lons,
his Lordfhip and General' Carnac con-
cluded a treaty of peace with Shujah
Dowlah, that will, if any thing can, fe-
cure his friendfhip and fidelity, and ren-
der: the :public tranquillity ' permanent,
They found him extremely averfe to the
eftablithment of fa&ories in his dominions,
which he confidered as laying the foun-
dation’of a future rupture, and the only
thing that could poffibly difturb our ami-
ty.-- He very juftly obferved, that our
encroachments in Bengal, the great abufes
of the Company’s fervants, and extraor-
dinary extenfion of the privileges origi-
nally granted to the Englith, had been
produdtive of much confufion and blood-
fhed in Bengal, and he feared might pro-
duce fimilar confequences in his country.’
Accordingly Lord Clive and General Car-
nac judged it advifeable to omit the word’
Faéories in'the treaty, but without re-
lingnifthing the right, fhould it be found
expedient after mature deliberation to
enforce it. To fpeak our fentiments free-

ly,
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ly, we can forefee no benefit that can
arife to the Company from maintaining
{ettlements at fo vaft a diftance from the
-prefidency; whatever advantages may a-
rife to their fervants ; at leaft the profpect
is fo remote, while the expences are {o
certain, the rifk {o evident, and the dif~
putes- it ) will occafion fo probable, that
we are at prefent of opinion, that the
factory lately eftablifhed at Benaris ought
immediately to be withdrawn, we mean
as foon as the agreement between the
Company and Bulwantfing is expired.
The limits of the Nabob’s dominions are
fufficient to anfwer all your purpofes.
Thefe, we think, ought to conftitute the
boundaries, not only of all " your terri-
torial pofleflions and influence in thefe
parts; but of your commerce alfo ; fince
by grafping at more you: endanger the
fafety of thofe immenfe revenues, and
that well-founded power which you now
enjoy, without the hope of obtaining an

adequate advantage.
2oth. With refpect to the other articles
of the treaty, you will obferve, that a fuf-
ficient provifion is fecured for the fupport
of the King’s honour and dignity, with-
out
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out danger of his becoming a future in-
cumbrance ; and that twenty-fix laaks
yearly are granted to him on the reve-
nues of Bengal, a revenue far more con-
fiderable than he ever before enjoyed.
In gratitude for this inftance of our at-
tention to .his intereft, his Majefty has
been pleafed to beftow on the Company
the moft important grants ever yet ob-
tained by any European ftate from the
Mogul Court. Befides confirming to the
Company all their former pofleflions, and
fecuring to them the reverfion in perpe-
tuity of Lord Clive’s Jaghire, he has con-
ferred on them the Dewannee of Bengal,
Bahar and Orixa, and ratified, in the
{trongeft ‘terms, an agreement we -pro-
pofed concluding with the Nabob, if the
King’s ‘confent could be procured ; fub-
jects which it will be neceflary to explain
in a feparate paragraph. Another article
ftipulates, that Shujah Dowlah fhall pay
the Company fifty laaks of rupees, by
way of indemnification for the charges in-
curred by the war. This indemnification
ave know inadequate: “but his circum-
ftances would not afford .more, without
opprefling the country, -and thereby lay-’

ing
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ing the foundatien of future contention
and wrouble ; and accordingly you will
perceive . that . no money is granted for
any other confideration whatever. As
to farrendering Coffim Ally, Sombre and
the deferters, complying with fuch a de-
mand is now utterly out of his power.
The former we hear has fought fhelter in
the Rohillah country, and the latter re-
fide under the protection of the Jauts,
{creened both from Shujah Dowlah and
from us; fo that making this an eflential
preliminary would be highly wunreafon-
able and abfurd. However it is flipu-
Jated, that they fhall never meet with
enconragement or afliftance from Shujah
Dowlah, or be ever again admitted into
. his country. Upon the whole, we have
paid fuchregard to Shujah. Dowlah’s cha-
radter and intereft, and to what juftice
as well as policy requires, without any
the fmalleft facrifice of your honour or
intereft, that we entertain the moft flat-
tering hope this treaty of peace will be
lafting, and our frontiers on that quarter
perfectly fecure againft future invafions.
21ft. The time now approaches when
ave may be able to determine, with fome
L degree
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egree of certamty,whcther our remaining
as merchants, fubjected to the _]urnfdlﬁmn ,
cncroachmeuts and infults of the country
government, or the fupporting yout pri-
aneges and pofleffions by the {word, are
Iikely to prove moft beneficial to the Com-
pany. Whatever may be the confequence,
certain it is, that after having once “be-
gun and proceeded to fuch lengths 4s we
have been forced to go, from {tep to ftep,
until your whole pofleflions were put to
the rifk by évery revolution effected, and
every battle fought, to apply a remedy
to thefe cvnls, by giving ftability and per-
manency ‘to your government, is now
and has been the conitant object of the
the ferious attentmn of your Séle& Com—

mittee. ’ :
22d. The perpetual flruggles for fu-
periority between the Nabob’s and your
agents, together with the recent proofs
before us of notorious and avowed cor-
Tuption,’ have rendered Uis unanimoufly
of opinion, after the moft ' mature deli-
beration, that no other method could’ be
fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of
all thefe evils, than that of obtaining the
Dewannee of Bcnoal Bahar and Orlxa for
i g 4 " the
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thc Company By eftablifhing the power
of the Great Mogul, we lmvc likewife
‘eﬂ:abhﬂled his rights: and hxs Mzge&y,
from principles of gratitude, equity and
pohcy, has.thought proper to beftow this
important employment on the Company
the nature of which is, the colleting of
all the revenues, and after defraying the
‘expences of the .army, and allowing a
fufficient fund for the fupport of the Ni-
zamut, to remit the remainder to De]h;,
or whcrever th“ Kmo fhall refide, or di-
rect. But as the ng has been gracioufly
pleafed to beftow on the Company for
ever, fuch furplus as fhall arife from the
revenues, upon certain ftipulations and
agreements expreﬂ'ed in the Sunnud, we
have fettled with the Nabob, with his own
freec will and confent, that the fum of
ﬁf'ty-three laaks Iha]l be annually paid to
him for the iupport of his digrity, and
all contmtrent expences, exclufive of the
charge of maintaining an army, which is
to be defrayed out of:the revenugs ceded -
to the Company by this royal grant of
the Dewannee, and indeed the Nabob
has abundant reafon to be well fatisfied
\vxth the conditions of his aglccment,

L2 whereby
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W Be;'eby a fund is fecured to him, with-
‘out trouble or danger, adequate to all the
purpoies of fuch grandeur and happinefs.
as a man of his fentiments has any con-
ception of enjoying. More would ferve
only to difturb ‘his quiet, endanger his
government and fap the foundation of
‘that folid ftructure of power and wealth
which, at length,. is happily reared and
compleated. by the Company, after 4 vaft
expence of blood and treafure.

23d. By this acquifition of the De-
wannee, your pofleffions and influence are
‘rendered permanent and fecure ;. fince no
future Nabob will either have power or
riches fufficient to attempt your over-
‘throw by means ¢ither of force or corrup-
tion. All revolutions muft hence for-
ward be at an end, as-there will be no-:
fund for fecret fervices,. for donations, or
for reftitutions. The Nabob. cannot an-
fiver the expectations of the venal and
‘mercenary, nor will the Company com-
ply with demands injurious to themfelves,
out of their own revenues. The expe-
rience of years has convinced us, that a.
divifion of power is impoflible, without
generarmg difcontent, and hazarding the
. whole.-
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whole. All muft belong either to the
Company or to the Nabob : and we leave
you to judge which alternative is the
moft defirable, and the moft expedient
in the prefent circumftances of affairs.
As to ourfelves, we know of no (yftem
we could adopt, that would lefs affect
the Nabob’s dignity, and at the fame time
fecure the Company againft the fatal ef-
fects of future revolutions, than this of
the Dewannee. - The power is now lodged
where it can only be lodged with fafety
to us; fo that we may promounce, with
fome degree of confidence, that the worft
that will happén in future to the Com-
pany will proceed from temporary ra-
vages only; which can never become fo
general as to prevent your revenues fronk
yielding a fufficient fund to defray your
civil and military charges, and furnith
your inveftments. :

24th. But to fecure thele valuable pof-
feiffions, a conftant regard muft be paid
to your military eftablithment. By the
regimental rettwns which we inclofe in
the packet, and which are very exa&,
you will fee at one view the deplorable
dondmon of our infantry; to ‘complete

" which,
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which, agreeable to your directions ancf
to the plopofal made by Lord Clive, not
lefs than nine hundred men will fuflice.
We therefore moft earneftly requeft, that
you will next year fend out twclve or
fourteen hundred men for this eftablith~
ment; giving fuch peremptory orders as
muft be obeyed, that none of this num-
ber be detained upon any confideration
on the coaft of Choromandel. Our num-
bers ‘once completed, we fhall rcquire,
for the fecurity of your immenfe poflef-
fions in this country, not more than fix
hundred recruits to be fent 6ut annually
in the following manner, viz. five hun-
dred infantry, fixty artillery, twenty
cavalry, and twenty ferjeants for the Seas
poys. To this number muft be added
thirty volunteers and officers ;i and it
would be of the utmoft benefit to our
plan, thit you fend out every year {ix or
feven gentlemen from ' the Academy at
Woolwich, for artillery officers ; this be-
ing a fervice that fuffers extreniely for
want of ‘perfons properly inftruted to
conduét it, fince no officer who knows
the benefit of the lnfamry fervice here
will chufe to quit it for any advantagc

the artxllery w111 afford.
2 5th¢
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2 5th Already we feel the good effects
of regimenting your troops. D1fc1phnc,
‘fubordlnatlon and oaconomy begin to
to take place. Had General Carnac’s merit
been much greater, 'if poflible, than itis,
he could not effe@ this of himfelf, unaf-
fifted ‘as he was by field officers,” and
thwarted as he always has been by the
late Governors and Councils. We have
already “iffued our orders for ftriking off
half'tite double Batta, and fhall in a very
few days put your‘forces entirely upon a
footing with the troops on the coaft of
Choromandel ; * which’ will be reducing
your military "expences as low as ‘they
can well bear, conﬁﬁ'ently with your in-
tereft'and the' good of the fervice.
26th. Before we quit this fubjeét, we
muft ‘requeft in’the ftrongeft manner,
you will fupply us, for the firft year,
with 10,000 ftands of {fmall arms, and
afterwards with 4000 annually ; which
will in' futuré anfwer all our demands,
if prdper care be taken in the pur-
chate. * Of" late years, the bad quality of
your fmall arms in general has expofed
your poffeffions to the greateft rifk and
Elanoer Thc locks are ill finifhed, ‘and
o ; ~ the
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the metal fo badly tgmpgrcd, as not to
ftand the heat of the fun in this climate.
We are, therefore, perfuaded it would
prove in the end much to your advantage,
if you parchafed all your fmall arms of
the fame perfons who furnifh the govern-
ment,  and pay at the rate of fwenty-
feven, inftead of cighteen fhillings per
firelock ; fince experience demonftrates
they will continue ferviceable for double
the time, without being liable to the in-
copveniencies aboye reprefented. The
iron-founder, whom you fent out in the
Kent, died on his paffage to this places
but as the cafting of fhot and {hells in this
country is an object of great importance,
we ftrongly recommend that you will
{upply the lofs as foon as poflible, by
fendmrr three or four perfons well verfed
in that bufinefs, that our whole defign
may not be fruftrated by fuch an accident
in future. It alfo merits your ferious con-
fideration ta provide, by every poffible
means, againft the. illicit impartation of
{fmall ‘arms to your fettlements in India,
and particularly Bengal, Of late years
tlus was become a profitable branch of
trade w1th the Europe Captains, as wel]
as
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as that of furnifhing the natives witl
ammunition ; and they elude the fearches
of your officers by fending round fmall
veflels to meet them./at fea, 'in certain
latitudes, or to Teneriff and St. Jago, or
clfewhere, out of ‘the reach of your en-
quiries. - However, as their continuing
fuch pradtices any longer may prove fa-
tal in-their confequences to-all your pof-
feflions in this country, we earneftly ex-
hort, that you will immediately apply the
moft effeCtual remedy you can fuggeft,
cither by way of prevention, or by the
rigorous and -exemplary punifhiment of
the offenders. = At the fame time, you
may depend we will take every ftep in
our power to detect the leaft breach of
your orders on this head, and obftruct the

fale of all kinds of fire-arms.
27th. Havmg obferved the 1elu€hncc
that appeared in bidding for your farms
at the laft fale of your lands in Burdwan
province, the great annual deficiency in
the colle&tions, and the numberlefs com-
plaints made of grievous cxadtions and
oppreflions ; we determined, upon Mr.
johnftone’s refigning your fervice, to ap-
point Mr. Verelft in quality of fupervifor
M® of
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of thofe revenues ; in order to form the
beft judgment poflible of the caufe of this
yearly deficiency of the real value of the
lands, the . beft method of improving
and letting them, and alfo to procure the
neceflary materials for a plan to conduct
the colleétions, in future, in fiich manner
as thall appear moft conducive to your
intereft, and likely to promote the happi-
qiefs of the people, It is with pleafure we
acquaint you, that we have the greateft
reafon .to be {atisfied with Pr. Verelft’s
-attentiontothefeveralobjects recommend-
ed, and the diligence he has exerted dur-
.ing his fhort refidence in that couatry ;
of which you may form fome judgment
“from his. memorial to the Committee, an-
mexed to our proceedings of the 14th of
- September. :

-28th. It was in confequence. of this
memorial that we formed our refolution,
of that date, to withdraw the factory ;
and alfo to recal the Member of the Board
refident at Midnapoor, the colle¢tions and
bufinefs of wwhich may as conveniently be
tranfacted by a jumior fervant, at a much

efs expence.: Many are the inconveni-
encies, befides the extraordinary charge
incurred,
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incurred, that refult from fuch appoint-
ments ; which ‘we confider as neceffary
only at thofe fubordinates where your
principle inveftments are made. We are
“convinced, by very late experience, that
the moft " flagrant oppreflions may be
wantonly committed in thofe employ-
ments, by Members of the Board, which
would not be tolerated in junior fervants:
and that the dread and awe annexed to
their ftation, as Councillors, has too fre-
quently fcreened them from complaints,
which would be lodged without fear or

fcruple againft junior fervants.
29th. Bur there are other manifold in-
conveniencies, of ftill more pernicious
effeét to the fervice, that refult from thofe
appointments. Hénce it was found ne-
ceflary to enlarge the Council from twelve
to fixteen Members, that there might be
a fufficient number to conduct the bufi-
nefs of the prefidency, and alfo to manage
your affairs at the out fettlements, either
in quality of Chiefs, or Refidents. What
is the confequence, but fuch perpetual
changes and revolutions at the Board as
render it impoflible for any of the Mew-
bers to acquire a competent knowledge
M2 of
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of your interefls, and of the particular
duty of their own ftation? This increafe
in the number of the Board is alfo pro-
ductive of a further inconvenience, of the
deepeft concern to your intereft in the
prefent fitnation of your affairs. To keep
up to the letter of your inftru&ions, we
muft fill the vacancies in Council from
the next in fucceffion, without regard to
the qualifications they poflefs for the dif-
charge of fo important a truft ; and thus
commit into the hands of rafh, inexpe-
rienced and ignorant young men the
condué of a fyftem of government which
demands the difcretion, judgment and
fteadinefs of more advanced- years, and
longer fervices. = Circumftances are now
.\wde]y different from what they were a
few years fince, when you confined your
whole attention to commerce, and were
happy in being able to complete your in-
veltments, without infult or exaétion from
-the country governments. 2ou arc now
become the Sovereigns of a rich and potent
kingdom.  Your f{uccefs is beheld with
Jjealoufy by the other Europﬂan nations
~who maintain fettlements in India: and
.your interefts are fo extended, fo compli-
o - cated,



[ 93 1

cated; and fo connected with. thofe of
the  feveral furrounding powers, as to
form a nice and difficult fyftem of poli-

ticks.
zoth. Thefe . weighty confiderations
determined us to avoid filling the vacan-
cies lately occafioned in Council, by the
death of Mr. Billers and refignation of
Meflrs. Johnftone and Burdett. We care-
fully examined your orders refpecting the
appointment of a Board. 'We compared
the different paragraphs of your letter, the
more clearly to afcertain the {pirit of your
inftruétions : and are unanimous in our
opinion, that your reafons for increafing
the number of the Board were founded
on a fuppofition, that this meafure would
conduce to the benefit of the Company.
Experience convinces us of the contrary :
and we {hould be wanting in duty to our
conftituents, if, from a fervile regard to
the letter, we neglected the evident fenfe
and meaning of your inftructions, by
admitting to the government of your
affairs 2 number of perfons who have cer-
tainly no other claim to this diftinétion
than that of ftanding next in fucceflion.
It is with the utmoft regret we think it
incum-



[ 94 ]

incumbent on us to declare, that in the
whole lift of your junior merchants there
are not more than three or four gentlemen
whom we could poffibly recommend to
higher ftations at prefent. In this num-
ber juftice requires we fhould mention
Mr. Campbell, Secretary to this Com-
mittee, whofe abilities and indefatigable
diligence, of which we had the moft con-
vineing proofs in the courfe of our pro-
ceedings, entitle him to this inftance of
ourregard, and to your particular notice:
-and as the fame qualifications will diftin-
guifh him in any ftation of your fervice,
it is our joint requeft, that you will pleafe
to remove the reftrition on his rifing as
a covenant fervant, and fuffer }nm to
take rank according to the date of his ap-
pointment. At all times it has been
found expedient to deviate occafionally
from this general rule of preferring fenio-
rity. It now becomes your indifpenfable
duty to admit no claim but that of merit,
if-you would preferve the valuable poflef-
fions you enjoy, and realize the very
near 'profpect you have of eftablithing
your affairs, on fo firm and folid a bafis
as nothing but mifcondu@ can overfet.

3 So

.
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So much refts with the Board, that in
your judicious, impartial feleGtion of the
Members, it depends whether you hold a
foot of land, and enjoy a privilege in’
Bengal ; or whether you continue in
pofleflion of the moaft ample revenues and
extenfive influence ever eftablifhed by any
European mercantile body. We, there-
fore, moft earneftly exhort you, that
no confideration of fayor, or prejudice
be fuffered to biafs you in the important
bufinefs of compofing your Council; and
that no other diftinéion be admitted, ex-
cept what is due to ability, to integrity,
and to faithful, eflential fervices. Were
we to {peak our own fentiments further,
we would confefs it to be our firm opinion,
founded on the experience now before
us, that the bufinefs of this government
can never fo effe¢tually be conducted as
by a felect, unanimous Committee. . By
dividing the power into many hands you
weaken authority, promote diflenfion,
and deprive your meafures-of that fecrecy,
{teadinefs, vigour and difpatch neceflary
to their fuccefs. The famc means by
which you oebtained the great advantages
you now enjoy, muft be continued and
con-
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conftantly exerted to fecure and perpe~
tuate them.  And indeed we can think
of no other form of government fo well
adapted, fo perfectly confiftent to your
peculiar prefent circamftances in Bengal.
31ft. It will not be neceflary, we ap-
prehend, ‘to dwell upon a refutation of
the flim{y, but f{pecious arguments' ad-
vanced by Mr. Leycefter, for immediate-
ly filling up the vacancies at the Board,
and purfuing the literal fenfe of your in-
ftructions, where you enlarge the Board
to fixteen. 'We have already fhewn; and
Mr. Leycefter does ‘not deny it, that
the bufinefs of Burdwan and Midnapoor
may be conducted to greater advantage
by junior fervants than by members of
the Council. We have alfo fhewn, that
enlarging the Council beyond the num-
ber required for the bufinefs of the pre-
fidency and fubordinates has proved inju-
rious to the Company. He knows it is
our determination, that feven: or eight
Members fhould conftanty refide at the
prefidency, while all proper attentions
fhall be given to your inveftments and
collections ; and this we certainly judge
to be the fpirit of your orders.: But if
iy ' : that
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that gentleman means, that no ad&t can
be valid that is executed by a lefs num-
ber of Agents than you have exprefly ap-
pointed, he renders void every deed,
covenant, contract and obligation entered
into by the Council fince the firft eftablith-
ment of this fettlement. He even renders
null and of no effect, the treaty with the
prefent Nabob, in which he himfelf had
a principal fhare, and which, we believe,.
is not figned by more than half the Com-~
pany’s Agents. Inaword, we forefee {o
many inconveniences confequent on a
literal compliance with your inftructions,
that our duty obliges us to fufpend, and
we think our powers authorize us in fuf~
pending at leaft, if not revoking thofe or-
dersuntil your further pleafure be- known..

32d. By confulting our proceedings of
the roth of Auguft and 18th Septem-
ber, you will be able to judge of the
progrefs we have made in carrying your
orders into execution relative to the trade
in falt, beetel-nut and tobacco. This fub-
je€t we confidered- with all the attentiont
poffible, in regard to your intereft and the
good of the fervice. We found, that to re-
move the inconveniences of a free trade,

N - pre=,
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prevent the oppreflions daily committed,
fave this valuable article of commerce
from ruin, and diffafe the benefits refult-
ing indifcriminately among all your fer-
vants entitled to dufticks, it was necefla-
ry to veft the whole in an exclufive Com-
pany ; compofed of the three firft claffes
of your covenanted fervants, the field
officers, chaplains and head furgeons. In
admitting the field officers, and ftating
the proportions allotted to each clafs, we
had particular regard to the prefent fitua-
tion of your Council and field officers,
who are now excluded many emoluments
they before enjoyed. It is our opinion,
that gentlemen who have rifen to their
ftations with credit and reputation are
certainly entitled to fomething more than
a fubfiftence. They even have a right
to expect fuch advantages in your fervice
as may enable them to return in a few
years, with independence, to their native
country. With refpeé to the Company,
we are unanimoufly of opinion, itismere
for their intereft to be confidered as fu-
periors than proprictors: and as the
Royal Grant of the Dewannee renders
the 1 1th articleunneceflary, we are there-.

. by



{ 99 |

by enabled to fubject the trade to a
duty, which will produce a clear annual
revenue of 120,000 pounds fterling.
Whatever furplus of their revenues the
Company may find themfelves poffefled of,
after difcharging all the demanis on this
prefidency, we imagine may be employed
much more to their benefit, in fupporting
and extending the China trade, and affift-
ing the wants of the other prefidencies.
However, fhould it either appear, that
we have miftaken the Company’s real in-
tereft, or that the profits of the trade will
admit of increafed duties, it is our refolu-
tion to give all poflible fatisfaction on thefe
points to our honourable Mafters, and to
lay before you a fair, full and candid
reprefentation of the amount of the cofts,
charges and fales of the firft year.
33d. We think it incumbent on us to
obferve, that the management of this im- '
portant bufineis was committed to Mr.
Sumner. If the plan, therefore, fhould
prove {o fortunate as to meet your ap-
probation, the merit is chiefly due to that
gentleman, who fpared no pains to ac-
quire a thorough infight into the fubject ;
at the fame time that he difcharged the
N2 duties
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duties of the prefidency, during Lord
Clive’s abfence, much to our fatisfaltion.
Mr. Sumner would have cheerfully ac-
cepted the poft of Refident at the Dur-
bar, now grown an employment of con-
{equence, ‘fince the grant of the Dewan-
nee: but we judged it to be more be-
coming his ftation, more- agreeable to
your intentions, and more for the benefit
of. the fervige, that ‘he fhould remain at
the prefidency, to take charge of the go-
vernment in cafe of Lord Clive’s abfence.
We, therefore, determine to appoint Mr.
Sykes to the Durbar, as he: has already
fufliciently manifefted his capacity and di-

ligence in that employment.
34th. When thefe difpatches are finifh-
ed, we refolve to apply ourfelves heartily
to a reformation of the abufes which have
erept into almoft all your public offices,
and every department, civil and military.
The tafk is arduous, but pot impradti-
cable: and we are affured it becomes
highly neceflary to the fervice. The fame
unanimity that has enabled the Commit-
tee to difpatch fo great a variety of im-
portant affairs fince their eftablifhment,
fhall, we hope, be firmly continued and
- vigoroufly
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vigoroufly exerted until we have accom-
phfhed every end propofed at our ap-
pointment ; until we have ftemmed the
torrent of luxury and corruption, and
eftablithed a fpirit of induftry, ceconomy’
afid integrity throughout every clafs of
your fervants. a

35th. We beg leave to conclude with
afluring you, that it is the higheft ambi-
tion of this Committee to merit the con-
fidence repofed in them, by promoting,
with their utmoft diligence and abilities,
the honour and intereft of the Eaft-India
Company, which have ever been the ob-
jeéts of their moft fervent wifhes.

We' have the honour to be, with re-
fpedt;

Honourable Sirs,
Your moft faithful,

humble fervants, .

Ww. B. SUMNER, -

SCL IVE,
(Signed) ZJOHN CaRNAC,

H. VERELST,
Fra® SYKES.

Fort William, the 30th September 1765,
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SUPPLEMENT.

36th. In juftice to the memory of the
late Nabob, Mecer Jaffier, we think it in-
cumbent on us to acquaint you, that the
horrible maflacres wherewith he is charg-
ed by Mr. Holwell, in his addrefs to
¢ The Proprietors of Faft-India Stock,”
P- 46. are cruel afperfions on the character
of that prince, which have not the leaft
foundation in truth. The feveral perfons
there affirmed, and who have been gene-
rally thought to have been murdered by
his order, are all now living, except two,
who were put to death by Meeran, without
the Nabob’s confent or knowledge ; and it’
is with additional fatisfaction we can af-
fure you, that they were lately releafed
from eonfinement by the prefent Subah ;
which fully evinces the entire confidence
he repofes in the Company’s protection
againft all attacks on his government.

37th. We are further to acquaint you,
that, not fatisfied with paying all due at-
tention to the confirmation and fecurity
of your pofleflions in Bengal, Lord Clive
has alfo obtained, from the King, Sunnuds
for the five northern provinces ; and the.

ftrongeft
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ﬁro_ngeﬁ ratification, under his Majefty’s
hand and feal, of all your former grants -
in the Carnatic.

38th. Mr. Sykes has exerted his utmofl
diligence in procuring an exact eftimate
of the account of the revenues of the Na-
bob’s dominions ; of which you are now nos
ouly the colledtors, but the proprietors; and
we were in hopes of tranfiitting an ac-
curate account of the fame by the Admiral
Steevens : but the books of the Sircar are
fo much behind hand, fo many balances
are outftanding, and fuch negligence ap-
pears in the collection of the revenues for
fome years paft, owing in fome meafure
to the conftant difturbances in the coun-
try, which prevented any regular collec-
tions from being made, that he has not
been able yet to fucceed to his entire fa-
tisfaction ; and we therefore think it bet-
ter to poftpone the fubject till our nex
difpatches, when we can write with pre-
cifion and certainty. At prefent we can
only affirm, ‘that the acquifition of the
Dewannee and the agreement with the
Nabob will neceffarily turn out a prodi-
gious increafe of your revenues, and at
the fame time they muft give ftability to
your power and influence.

39th.
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39th. You will obferve, in our general
letter from the public department, what
has pafled in Council on the fubject of
the donation to the navy, which is indeed
no more than a tranfcript of our conful-
tations. We here think it neceflary to
remark, that we cannot, in the prefent
circumftances of your affairs, and con-
fiftently with our late engagements with
the Nabob, either take upon us to pay
fo large a demand out of your revenues,
or infift on the Nabob’s paying it out of
his limited ftipend; more efpecially as it
appears that the donation to the navy was
never voluntary made, but obtained by
force from Meer Jaffier, by dint of foli-
citations and other means, which never

had his entire approbation.
4oth. It is with fome regret we ac:
quaint you, that we apprehend it will be
neceflary to refume our late enquiry into
the conduét of the gentlemen of the de-
putation ; having juft received informa-
tion from Nundcomar of further fums of
money paid to them out of the Nabob’s
treafury, during their refidence at Muxa-
davad. Mr. Johnftone makes a princi-
pal and confpicuous figure in - this ac-
' count
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count alfo ; having obtained a very large
fum, befides what is {pecified in the di-
ftribution lift, or the narratives of Maho-
med Reza Cawn and Juggut Seat ; which,
with the fums received by the other
gentlemen, fully accounts for the Na-
bob’s affertions in his letter, addrefled to
the Committee. The neceflity we are
under of difpatching the fhip, in order
‘to receive the earlieft notice of your fen-
timents on our proceedings, and your
further inftructions, prevents our enter-
ing immediately upon the enquiry; of
which, however, you may be aflured
we fhall tranfmit a faithful and particular
account in our next advices.
We have the honour to be, with refpect,

Honourable Sirs,
Your moft faithfui,

humble fervants,

CLIVE, I
S\VM. B. SUMNER,
(Signed,) Joux Carnac,
ZH. VERELST,

Fras SyxEs.

Fort William, the 1ft Otober 1767.
o ¢
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COPY or A LETTER
FROM

Mefirs. Rarpt LrvcesTer and GrorGe GraY,
MeMBEeRs of the CounciL at ForT WiLL1aM;

ADDRESSED TO THE

COURT or DIRECTORS

of Tue EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
Dated the 29th September 1763,

With a Poftfcript, of the 14th of January 1766,

GENTLEMEN,

THE plan on which your affairs at this
Prefidency have been condu&ed
fince the arrival of Lord Clive and the
other Gentlemen of the Sele¢t Committee
in Bengal, hath been fuch as to induce
us to make our application to you in a
a feparate addrefs from the ufual channel
of correfpondence: and we are here to
lay beforc you our fentiments on the con-

02 - du&t
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du@ of that Committee, from the time
they took ‘the fupreme and aliroft en=
tire management of your concerns here
into their hands.. Our opinion hath dif-
fered very widely from theirs in many
material points; and no opportunity - is
allowed us to come to any explanation,
far lefs agreement with them, whilit they
perfevere in the fame tenor of conduét.
It is, therefore, become neceflary for us
to fet forth the caufes of .our difference to
you, who alone are the proper judges of
the ‘extraordinary powers they have taken
into their hands.

Your orders, appomfmg aSele¢t Com-
mittee, are contained in the 67th para-
graph of your general letter, of the 1ft
June 1764, exprefled in-the following
words. .
3 The General Court of Proprietors, hav-"
ing an account of the criticalfituation of the
Company’s affairs in: Bengal, requefted
Lord Clive to take upon him the ftation of

refident, and the command of the Com-
pany’s military forces there. His Lordfhip
has been appointed Prefidentand Governor
accordingly, as mentioned in the pre-
ceding part of this letter. The intention
o of
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ofthe General Court in defiring Lord Clive
to go to Bengal was, that by his Lordfhip’s
character 'md influence peace and tran-
qm]hty might be eafier:reftored and eftab-
lithed inthat Subathip. - In order, there-
fore, to anfwer thefe purpo;es in a man-
ner that we apprehend may prove moft
effetual, ;we have thought proper to ap-
point a Committee on this occafion ; con-
filting of his Lordfhip, Mr. William Bright-
well Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac,
alfo Meflts. Harry Verelft and Francis
Sykes: to whom we do hereby give full
powers to purfue whatever means, they
thall judge moft proper  to attain . thofe
defireable ends. But,; however, in  all
cafes where it can be done conveniently,
the Council at large is to be confulted by
the faid Committee, tho’ the power of de-
termining is to be in that Committee alone..
We further direét, that as foon: as peace
and tranquillity are reftored and eftablifh-
ed in the Subafhip of Bengal, then the
faid extraordinary powersare unmedxately
to ceafe, and the faid Committee be dif-
folved/s * .
From the general tenor of your Iettcr,
as well as from this partlcula_r paragraph,
we
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we think it evident, that the followmg
was the true purport of your orders.

The honourable Company, from the
Iaft advices they hadreceived from Bengal,
confidered that their affairs at this fettle-
ment were in a precarious, or even def~
perate fituation.

“That Lord Clive having all'eady acquir-
ed a great military reputation in India,
they efteemed his Lordfhip a proper per-
fon to prefide over their Council in that
eritical junéture, as his charater and
influence with the country people would
give weight to his proceedings. -

That asthefyftem of military operations
requires the utmoft vigor, expedition and
fecrecy, thefe ends would bebetter obtained
by the management of a Sele¢t Committee,
than of the whole Council, whofe number
might occafion a greater difference of opi-
nion, and create more delay in their re-
folves.

That they invefted this Committee with_
powers to take what fteps they thought
neceflary for carrying on the warin Ben-
gal, or for putting an end to it; confult-
ing, however, with the Board on all oc-
cafions where it can be done confiftently

with
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with the vigor, fecrecy and éxpedition
required for the well conduéting fuch
tranfactions. That the powers of this
Committee f{hould immediately ceafe
whenever a peace was concluded, and
tranquillity reftored.

And that all the other branches of the
Company’s affairs fhould be carried on by
‘the Council, conformable to the truft re-
poled in them, on the abolifhment of the
former Select Committee in your com-
mands of the gth May 1764; and by
the powers of government delegated,
by commiflion, to Lord Clive and fifteen
others of the Council. '

Such is our idea of the powers you
were pleafed to confer on the Seleét Com-
mittee ; calculated entirely for the danger-
ous fituation of your pollefiions inBengal :
and we have no reafon to doubt that they

. would have produced the defired effect,
had affairs remained in the fame precari-
ous ftate untill Lord Clive and the Com-
mittee’s arrival, and an occafion had
offered that called tor an exertion of thofe
qnalifications, your opinion of whichhad
induced you to beftow fo large a ‘fhare of
the adminiftration on thofe gentlemen.

But
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Bat very happlly for the honourable Com-
pany, their affairs had fome time before
takena very different turn:and the means
with which you had before fupplied us,
had enabled us, ourfélves, to extricate this
fettlement from the dangers and difficulties
with which it had been furrounded: for
a particular account of which, we muft
refer you  to our advices by the fhips of
the laft feafon. i
- When: Lord Clive, therefore, and the
other gentlemen of the Committee arrived,
they found us on the eve of peace.  After
a fuccefsful war againft Shujah Dowlah,
they found our army in aétual poffeflion
of all his country: -and although, foon
after their arrival, the enemy did make
one laft flruggle for the recovery of their
dominions, yet the fainenefs of their "at-
tempt, and the greatedfe with which they
were tepelled, fhewed it ivas but like
the weak efforts of an expiring blaze.
They found the country government of
engal eftablifhed on terms highly advan-
tageous for the Company, as well from
the great influence they had in the adminif-
tration, as from the confiderable addition
of their revenues : and the fettlement itfelf
in
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in as flourithing a ftate as it had krowd
“for years paft: -

Little then to appearance remained; bug
to difpofe of our conquefls, and carry into
execution the different regulations, civil
as well as military, which the honourable
Company had pointed out to the Board :
and in thefe we expected no difficulty, as
we flattered ourfelves; that the cordiality
and harmony which fubfifted betwixt the
Members of the Board, and which we
doubted not to meet in thofe gentlemen;
would procure an urianimity in our Coun-
cils, and a hearty and uniform co-operation
in every meafure tending to the intereﬁ:
of our emplOyers.

We are forry to be undeceived in our
hopes, and convinced of the inefficacy of
our good intentions: one of the firft re-
folutions formed in their Committee was,
that by the Company’s orders, in the.67th
paragraph of the letter of the firft June;
already quoted; théy were appointed the
eftablifhers and guardians of peace; or-
der and tranquillity in thefe provinces.
\We muft here animadvert; that the word
order is an interpolation, which wrefts
 the meaning of that parﬂgraph into a

& different
AY
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different conftruction from what appears
to have been intended. To the mili-
tary powers you gave, it tended to join
the civil jurifdiction: and as if your or-
ders in that paragraph were not a fuf-
ficient bafis on which the extent of the
Committee’s power could be eftablifhed,
the defect could only be made up by this
expedient. ;

When the members of the Board, at
council, defiréd the gentlemen of the Com-
mittee to explain the meaning and ex-
tent of their powers, the Prefident abfo-
lutely refufed to come to any explanation
on the fubject with the Board. This jea-
loufy to have the authority of the Com-
mittee canvafled, we could not but think
carried in itfelf a doubt of its validity ;
nor could we confider the terms of the
anfwers, but as an earneft of the little
deference or confideration the Board had
to expect from his Lordfhip and the Com-
mittee.

Inftead of the fatisfaction we had rea-
fon to expect the Committee would have
exprefled, that the provinces of Bengal
were in a ftate of the moft perfect tran-
quillity, and fettled on terms that not

only
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only left the Company fole arbiters of the
whole country, with a large proportion
of its revenues, by the treaty with the
Nabob, Najum o’ Dowlah, but alfo {o elta-
. blifhed as to preclude the danger of fur-
ther revolutions, Lord Clive appeared
chagrined and diflatisfied, that we fhould
have taken upon us a ftep of fo much con-
fequence, before the arrival of the Com-
mittee,who were particularly charged with
thofe important points; and took frequent
opportunities to publifh his difpleafure at
our having prevailed with the Nabob to
confirm his agreement with the honour-

able Company concerning his Jaghire.
We hope the benefits you reap from
the treaty with Najum o’ Decwlah are too
apparent to require an illuftration here :
but we fhall fo far obviate his Lordfhip’s
refle(tion as to obferve, that we thought
the death of the old Nabob, and accef-
fion of the new, the propereft time to fe-
cure the Company’s interefts: and that
as we deemed it more eafy to obtain any
grants or favours at the beginning of a
government, than when pofleffion for a
fpace of time had fixed his title, fo it was
more eligible than to perplex, or difguft
2 the
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the Nabob, by reiterated applications afe
terwards. Invefted with the adminiftra-
tion of the Company’s affairs, we were
authorizéd to take every meafure pro-
dudtive of their good or advantage ; and
had we negle&ed that . opportunity, to
wait for fo precarious and uncertain an
event as his Lordthip’s arrival, we fhould
have rendcred ourfelves defervedly liable
to the cenfure of great inattention to your
concerns, or of a confcious incapacity to
conduét them. i
[ - As to the confirmation of the Jaghire;
iwe think his Lordfliip makes it a matter
of too much confequence. The Com-
pany ’s order to the Bouard for co-operat~
ing with him, procccded from a fuppo-
ﬁtlon ‘he would arrive as foon the order
itfelf. - But that not happening to be the
cafe, we fecured it for the honourable Com-
pany and his Lordihip without him ; and
the acquifition was fo 'very eafy, that it
was quite immaterial who had the finall
thare of credic which the obtainment of
it would acquire. = His Lordfhip needed.
not to enhance the difficuley, by con-
ftruing the confirmation into an attempt
only, as it muft be obvious that'the in-
fluence
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fluence which could prevail for a grant
of fixty laaks of rupees per annum, could
cafily obtain the comparatively trifling
addition of a reverfion of two laaks more.

We have thought it neceffary to fet -
forth thefe circumftances to you, in order
to-illuftrate the {pirit and temper of the
Committee : and whilft thus determined
to affert an authority which, by the tenor
of your orders, we could not conceive
delegated to them, ‘there could fcarce be
any profpe& of harmony or agreement
betwixt them and the Board ; whom, ac-
cordingly, they treated ever after with
flight, and want of confideration, as is
very evident from the courfe of their pro
ceedings.

They called Mr. Verelft from his chief- /
fhip at Chittagong, without previoufly in- |
forming the Board although all appoint- |
ments had been ufually ordered through
- this channel. This was a needlefs irre-‘
gularity, as the Board would never have |
hefitated to defire that gentleman to leave |
his factory, in conformity to the honour- |
able Company’s commands.

The prefident having been told, that
there was a great balance due from the

Burdwan

i
1
|
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Burdwan Rajah ; and giving implicit cre-
dit to thisinformation, without once lay-
ing the matter before the Board, or en-
quiring into the truth of it, or the caufe
of fuch deficiency, though it was a branch
of the Company’s civil affairs, entirely
dependent on the public department, af-
fumed the fupreme direction, power and
management in this matter. A demand
was made in confequence on the Rajah,
for 790,000 rupees, to be paidin feven
days, as the juft balance of his revenues,
conceived in very abfolute terms. His
reprefenting the ftate of the balances, and
of the collections and rents outftanding
from the farmers, appealing to the public
" papers for the receipt and application of
all the money colle¢ted, availed nothing.
A peremptory order was fent him to re-
pair to Calcutta, though under the jurif-
dic¢tion of a Chief and Council, then in-
vefted with the whole management, under
the immediate orders of the Board, who on
this occafion ought certainly to have been
confulted. It was fcarce poflible that the
Prefident, or the Committee in fo fhort a
time could have been perfectly acquainted
with the ftate of that province, had they
cven
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even previoufly examined into its ac-
counts, which we believe was not the
cafe. The opinion fuch a public flight"
muft have raifed of the former authority
of the Board, and to the prejudice of the
Chief of any fubordinate in like circum-
ftances, is too apparent to need any com-
ment. The Rajah’s conduct thewed the
fenfe he had of it; for after his arrival
in Calcutta, and having been kept in
fufpenfe for near a fortnight before he
was permitted to wait on the Prefident,
he durft not pay his compliments to any
of the Board, till that very day he was
permitted to return to Burdwan.

In fo large a colletion as that of Burd-
wan, it is {carce poflible but that balances
muft arife from many cafital accidents,
which there, as in all other diftricts, pre-
vent tenants and farmers from paying
their rents in full. The Rajah’s balance
to the Company, notwithftanding the bad-
nefs of the feafons, and the’ troubles in
the country, was very inconfiderable ;
and the chief part of it was the balance
of the years 1761, and 17623 which
might-have been cleared off in another
year, as the arrears due to the Rajah’s

. dlﬁmﬂ'cd
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diffiniffed troops. was all paid, to a trifle;
and a ftill further reduction might have
been made in thofe kegt up. How=
ever, after his arrival in Calcutta, he
found hlmfelf under the neceffity of com-
plying, in patt, w1th the demzmd made
upon him: and, not having money in
hand, was obliged to borrow from thofe
whom the very high intereft of 24 per
¢ent. would induce to lcnd him. A pay-
ment thus obtained, is np better than 4
transfer of the debt from the Company
to private mmchmts, with the additional
incumbrance of an intereft, amounting
to near a quarter of the original demand !
and \\luch, if ever paid, muft come out
of the Burdwan treafury. The rigorous
exertion of fiich an authority over even
debtors to the Company, when the fame
end can bc obtained by more moderate
mt.afures, can ierye, we think, no good
pucpofe.  The Governor of this prefiz
gency, reeeiving the approbation of the
Council; -may, we allow, at any time
examine into the management of every
branch of your affairs: but we cannot
admit of his holding any powers of this
kind independent of them: We do not

mean;
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mean, -or-with to dcrogate from the aus
thority of the Governor ; but - to aﬁ'ert,
that, confiftent with.the terms of your
commiffion, he can have no right to the
authority he exercifed, but in conjun&ion
with his. Council: nor, in the. prefent
cafe, could there be the {malleft plea for
not afking their ¢oncurrence ; for the in-
terelt and credit of the Council muft ever
be concerned to fupport the Governor in
the exercife of all due authority.

To the fame effect was Mr. Verellt’s 4
appointment to Burdwan :.who, thourrh
the Company’s intereft in that province X
/had ‘been managed for years paft to theys, °,
entire fatisfaction of the Board as well as; ¢
of the Court of Directors, being a mem- .\ :
ber of the Selet Committee, is nomimat-".""",
.ed Supervifor from the Committee : and+ “~
having received his appointment from "-"\
thofe gentlemen, is in a manner inde-"% .
pendent of, and fuperior to the ordersof = < >
Couneil : which appears to wsto be a g
total breach of the rules by, which your
fervice has been conducted, and feemsto
caft -an odium. on the former Prefidents
and their Councils, or to vefleét on their

& - integrity,

:vK



£ ez )

‘integrity, ability, orattention to dirett
thofe affairs.~ °
- The young Nabob, Najum o’ Dowlah,
had,” on his acceflion to the Subahdarry,
followed ‘the cuftom of his predeceflors,
‘in’ beftowing ‘prefents on the gentlémen
in ftation; who, having eftablifhied the
Company’s’ interefts orf the moft bene-
ficial termns, thought themfelves at liberty,
“vithout incurring cenfure, to accept what
had been given by former Nabobs in'a
far greater pr'oportion. The Nabob hap-
pened, at the fame time, to have a per-
fonal diflike to I Mahomed Reza Cawn, who
was appointed Naib Subah by the Board
conitrary to his inclination. When the
Nabob' came to Calcutta, to vifit his Lord-
fhip, he complained againft Mahomed
Reza Cawn: and as an argument to in-
duce his Lordfhip to difplace Mahomed
Reza Cawn from a fhare of the govern-
ment, he fer forth, that the treaty ‘was
not ' according to his ‘inclinatien, but
forced wpon him; and that Mahomed
Reza Cawn had embezzled twenty laaks
of rupees, in diftributions amongft the
gentler’nen, without his confent. It is
cv1d€nt, in- this complaint, the Nabob
g was
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was aftuated by no other motive but his
defire of difmiffing'Mahomed Reza Cawn
from the appointment the Council had
conferred upon him: and he imagined,
that the extraordinary favours his deceaf*
ed father had heaped on Lord Clive had
confirmed him a fteady friend to ‘his fa-
mily; “and, therefore, that, on the-firft
complaint againft' Mahomed Reza Cawn,
his Lordfhip would not hefitate at his re-
moval.  In this vain notion he was en-
couraged by feveral who difliked Maho-
med Reza Cawn’s promotion, but par-
tcularly by Nundcomar, who, though
at profeffed variance with the principal
gentlemen of the deputation, avas in faét
the perfon who' chiefly advifed the Na-
bob ‘to make prefents, and was greatly
interefted ‘in Mahomed Reza Cawn’s re-
moval.

It was, therefore, the diflike to’' Maho-
med Reza Cawn which occafioned the
complaint. - But Lord Clive, fetting en-
tirely afide the Nabob’s inclination, made
that the principal objeit of his enquiry,
which was only defigned as an inducive,
although unjuft argument. The prefents
were u,nmedmtcly canvafled: Mahomed
- Q2 Reza
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Reza Cawn came down from the cxty, was
called upon, and (in his narrative to the
Committee of the 6th June) cleared him-
felf of the charge of having difpofed of
the Nabob’s money without his confent,

by producing orders under the Nabob’s

own hand and feal for its payment. We
muft take notice, that Mabomed Reza
Cawn was for fone time kept in great fuf-
penfe by the Committee, whether-he was
to be continued in his appointment of
Naib Subah, or not ; and fuch apparent
cncouragement was given to the perfon
who might be dcemed his rival, that it is
not to be svondered he fhould purfue the
meafures which appeared to him moft
fuitable to fecure his promotion with Lord
Clive, who was become the arbiter of his
title to it 5 and, with this view, he related
what appears in his narratives to the
Commirtee. We would not infer, that
the Committee kept Mahomed Reza Cawn
in this fupcnfc with any fuch view : yet
it is our opinion he could not but be in-
fluenced, by fuch his fitnation, to afperfe
a fet of gentlemen to whom he was under
the higheft obhgatlons. From the pains
taken before to intimate: through the

0 whole
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whole country, that the bufinefs-of im-
portance was taken by the Company out
of the hands of the gentlemen of the for-
mer Council, and lodged in thofe of the
Seleét Committee alone, the officers of
the government would doubtlefs look on
its Members as the objects of their court-
thip ; and from particular intimations, as
we undeﬁfﬁ‘ﬁdf@c_ﬁ Mahomed Reza
Cawn, . Roydullub. and others, on their
arrival in Calcutta, not ro vifit, or
have any_intercourfe with the gentlemen
of Council, the light in which thefe were
in future to be confidered was very obvi~
oufly pointed out,

Every one, whom a long refidence in
India hath made converfant with the man-
ners and principles of its inhabitants,
muft know, from frequent experience,
how much they are influenced in. their
conduct by their hopes, or their fears,
when they themfelves are interefted. Truth
hath not with them its force, but is always
rendered fubfervient to their private - in-
terefts. A temporary accommodgtion to
their circumftances is the fole view in
their aflertions, profeflions, declarations.
They cannot, from their own notions, dif
' tinguifh
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tinguifli betwixt a defire of obtaining real
information, and that of encouraging the
moft”“injurious’ criminations.  'Strangers
to the “candor of our laws, and folely
guided by’ the maxims of their own arbi-
trary government,” they confider g ftrict
enquiry as a fixed defign to ruin. “]gctwixt
the hopes of obtaining a government then,
and ‘ the “apprehenfions of lofing it, we
think ‘it’ will not"appear extraordinary,
that Mahomed Reza' Cawn fhould give
whatever informations he thought might
prove injurious to the gentlemen of the
former adminiftration, whom he had
the greateft reafon, as well from the pre-
valent reports ‘as from the nature of the
enquiries, to - believe ‘were held ‘on ill
terms by thofe now in- powg:_rzé

But what more particularly invalidates
the evidence of Mahomed Reza Cawn, the
aceuler was never once confronted with
the accufed, that the latter might have an
opportunity to confute him perfonally :
nor was it:ever known that-he was ex-
amined, till the Committee were pleafed
to inform the Board of'it, for the enquiry
was made with the greateft fecrecy; fo
that we have nothmg of our own know-

ledge
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ledge to depend on. ‘ It is however evi-
dent, that Mahomed Reza Cawn was re-
quired ‘to lodge all the information he
could: for befides clearing himfelf from
the Nabol’s charge, which was all that
was neceflary for him, and was done by
producing orders under the Nabob’s hand
for all he had expended, in his fecond de-
claration, of the 6th June, he difcovers his
private offers ; not enly to the deputa-
tion, but alfo his prefents to the former
Prefident, months before the old Nabob’s
death, though only an’ufual comphmcnt
on' his accefﬁon to the chair’: a moft invi-
dious'and unbecoming tafk.” Had Maho-
med Reza Cawn informed the Committee
of what he offered, and was not accepted,
as well as what was, they would have
known, that he tendered Mr. Gray a con-
{iderable prefent which he chofe to refufe :
and that gentleman declares his opinion,
that as' Mahomed Reza Cawn was fo-for-
ward in'offering his fervices to him'with-
out f{olicitation, there is no reafon to
think ‘but-that the ‘prefents to the other

gentlemen came alfo unfolicited.
As things are fituated, no dependence
£an be placed on the tcﬁunony of fuch a
biafled
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biafled witnefs. And we think it worthy
of remark, that though Lord Clive, when
he firlt came, feemed . to difapprove of
fuch an officer as a Naib Subah, and al-
though Mahomed Reza Cawn-had been
{o very inftrumental in the practices fo
highly arraigned, yet Lord Clive has
thought fit to continue the government in

his hands.
 Juggut Seat’s narrative was evidently,
according to his own declaration, de-
manded from him. But what we are
going to velate of the evidence brought
to fupport his charge muft, we think,
fhock the ear of every man who claims
the liberty derived from our conftitution.
N4 fﬁl\'/looteram, formerly a fervant of Mr.
Johnftone, was fcized in his houfe, by
guards : and after being clofely confined,
by Lord Clive, under all the horrors of
an armed force, is carried before the Com-
mittee, there, with the terrors a man muit
feel under fuch circumftances, to anfwer
whatever interrogatories they thought
proper to put to him. Various queftions
were propofed to the trembling prifoner,
to his own and his mafter’s prejudice.
This was tranfacted in the Committee :
and
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and their comments were fixed to- what
he faid; though we muft do the civil
‘Members of the Committee the juftice to
remark, that it does not appear, from
their proceedings, that the military guards
were placed over Mooteram by any
authority of theirs, but by Lord Clive’s,
“fingly.] We could not fail to be alarmed
at fuch an extraordinary proceeding ;
fince, under fuch circumitances, neither
the charaller nor properties of your ferr
vants, who may be thought at variance
with Lord Clive, are fecure: for what
man will dare to bear teftimony in our
favor, when he is either overawed by the
“dread of fuch violence and refentment,
or thinks it his.intereft to with-hold the
evidence that would acquit us?

On the illegality of thefe proceedings
being pointed out at the .Board, Lord
Clive propofed to have at leaft one exami-
nation. conduéted at the Board: and
Mooteram, with his guards, ‘being called
before them, the fame’ queftions which
had been afked him in the Committee,
with his anfwer, to which he had been
bound down by oath, were read and in-
terpreted to him: and he was afked, if

R they
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they were true, or not. As Mooteram
had before been fivorn at the Committee,
he could not, without being guilty of
perjury, have denied his former evidence.
It was, therefore, quite unneceflary to
have him re-examined. We are to remark,
that though Mooteram complained of
the hardfhip he fuffered, from being un-
der a guard, it was not till after repeat-
ed intreaties, and after all his depofi-
tions were finifhed, that Lord Clive fet
hlm at liberty.

“We muft obferve, that we do not in-
tend toexculpate Mr. Johnftone’s condué,

V' sthat gentleman has to anfwer for himfelf:

.we only mean to illuftrate the meafures

purfued in the courfe of their enquiries.
The proceedings of the Committee have

been fometimes, on the fubject of their

{crutiny, read to the Board: but Lord

-Clive did not think proper to permit their

being entered in our confultation. Why
they thould be kept fo myfterious a fecret
we know not, fince matters of fuch mo-
ment as charges againft Members of the
Board, ought to be examined and record-
ed in the moft public manner. Bat the
Committee have on this occafion formed

them-:
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themfelves i into a Court of Enquiry, and,
with the Minutes of Council laid before
them, have pafled their judgments on
our conduct, asifthey were fuperxor tothe
Council: a fappofition we deem as incon-
gruous as, that a part can be greater than_
the whole : for the powers of the Coun-
cil are delegated unto them by a formal
commiflion, authorizing the Prefident
and fifteen other Members to conduct the
whole of the Company’s affairs within
the jurifdiction of this fettlement. Whereas
thofe of the Committée are no more than
particular inftruétions, tranfmitted in the
general letters through the channel of
the Board : and are only relative, as we
have before obferved, to the military
branch of government, and fuch tranf~
adtions as require fecrecy.

With this opinion of their own fuperior
authority, the Selet Committee were
pleafed to adjudge the Members of Council
guilty of a breach of your orders, in their
omiffion to execute the covenants fent out
per Lapwing ; thmkmc themfelves ex
tremely moderate, in bemg fatisfied Wlth
only paffing this cenlure on us. But as
we have hitherto made a ftri¢t attention

R 2 to
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to your interefts, and obedience to your
orders, the rules of our condué, we car~
not divelt ourfelves of the hope, that-you
will not confider us as deficient ini duty
to you on this occafion.

Your® orders touching the covenants
feemed to us not fo peremptory, as to
cxclidde us from expoftulating with you
onthe occafion: our executionof them was
of no particular momentto the Company,

but was a hardfhip on their fervants, by

/‘_.u
Y laying us under a reftraint unknown to

2,

‘cur predeceffors in your fervice. We are

well apprized the refolution of binding
down your fcrvants s by fuch an obhrratxou
was the refult “of contelts at home, and
feemed p’utlcularly derived from the dif*
putc concerning Lord Clive’s jaghire ;

‘and you yourfelves inform us it was the

determination of'a General Court of Pro-
prictors, by ballot. We have feen in-
ftances of orders enforced in ftronger
terms than thofe concerning the cove-
nants repealed on a proper reprefenta-
tion : and we were not without the hopes

_of prevailing twith you on the prefent oc-

cafion to reverfe them; nay, perhaps a
fubfequent Court of ProBrletors might of
e ‘them-
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themfelves alter them. It was for thxs
realon tl rmcovenmts were not_ imme-
diately liately executed when they were reccived,
burdeferred till Lord €Clive’sarrival, to
come under confideration with ‘the other
regulations directed in your letter of the
“ift June 1764, when we expeéted to be
better informed of your final refolves ;
and in the mean timie it had been deter-
mined to addrefs you on the fubjet by
the latter fhip: but on the Bute’s difpatch,
the attention of the Board having been
engaged in confiderations more material
to your interefts on the late Nabob’s
death, the covenants, we confefs, efcaping
the Board’s recollection, were entirely
overlooked ; elfe how eafly would it have
been for us to have reprefented, by that
conveyance, the arguments we have fet
forth to the Board fince, and now lay
before you.. -

When the covenants arrived, we had
no immediate profpet of benefiting by a
delay in their execution ; for the old
Nabob was living, and what happened
after could never have been pre-imagined:
and had the Board but taken the precau-
tion then of refolving, on the face of their

con-

v
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confultation, to refer that part of your
commands back to the honourable Com-=
pany, and to wait for their further orders,
the Committee would not have been fur=
nithed with any pretence now to call them
toaccount. This wasavery obvious ftep,
and the omiffion fhewed we entertained
no other intention than that of only wait=
ing till the arrival of the expefted Mem-
bers of the Board from Europe. This we
hope will {uffice to convinee you we in-
tended no breach of your orders by the
delay. * Your commands for laying open
the inland trade, by granting duftucks
to the free merchants, which tended to the
difadvantage of your {ervants, were more
peremptory ; but the fufpenfion of thac
order, when the arguments of the Board
were heard, was qppxoved of and the
order itfelf reverfed.

The covenantsdo not feem fo much to
forbid our receiving prefents, as they
oblige us to acquaint the Company of
what are made us, and to ftand to their
determination as to their difpofal.  'What
we accepted, therefore, would have been
110 breach of the covenants, even had we
executed them before the acceptance, and

- we
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we fhould not have {erupled to have fub-
‘mitted the prefents to the conditions of
the covenant, had not the Committee
-made that violent attack upon us, and by
the feverity of their meafures totally de-
ftroyed the merit of fuch a voluntary fub-

miflion.
Some gentlemen of the Council, in their
anfwers to the charge againft them, ohje&-
-ed to the authority of the Seleét Com-
mittee in a refearch of this nature: and
to thefe Lord Clive and the Members of
the Committee replied in minutes, on the
face of the confultations onthe 20th of June.
His Lordfhip’s minute, although more
particularly relative to Mr. Johnftone,
yet affects the reft of the Council who hap-
pened to concur in opinion with him con-
cerning the Committee’s ftretch of power.
His Lordfhip obferves, it isnotincumbent
on him to vindicate the powers with
which the Committee is invefted: we
never demanded any vindication of them,
for we never arraigned the powers grant-
ed by the Company to the Committce.
We think they are fully pointed out in
the general letter, quoted in the former
part of this addrefs ; and, as commands
from
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from our fuperiors, we pay the wutmoft
obedience to them: but it is the extend-
ing of thefe powers beyond the meaning
‘of your orders which requires to be vindi-
cated.

The honourable Company have deemed -
the authority of the Board of fuch mo-
ment, that they have been pleafed to grant
a Special Commiflion, empowering a Prefi-

O ‘}dcnt and fifteen other Members of Coun-
X &ml to tranfact all their affairs. Had they
" appointed the Select Committee fuperior
" rotheCouncil, itis moft probable that they

would have delegated fuch extraordinary
powers in the ampleft form, as they ab-
folutely did, in a feparate letter of the
8th February 1763, to Mr. Vanfittart,
or in his abfence, to his fucceflor and a
Sele¢t Committee; which by marRing out
theirextent, would at once have put them
out of doubt : but hitherto we have feen
no fuch powers, nor do we believe they
exift. We, therefore, cannot but efteem
the only commiflion of adminiftration
to be the fupreme one, and confider
every infringement of that as a violation
of the authority which eonferred it : and
we fhould be unworthy of the truft re-

pofed
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i)o{'ed in us; by our fuperlors, if we fufs
fered any fich to pafs unnoticed, or un-
oppofcd '

But in defect of any deed of {pecial
powers from the Company to the Com-
mlttce, his Lordfhip has been pleafed to
give the Board a narrative of his motives
'md inducements for coming to India, as
an explanation of the Company’s orders
of the ift June. His Lordthip will ex-
scufe us if we cannot admit a private re-
prefentation to have, in any refpect, the
weight of an order from the Company, or
if we fhould not be biafled to admit of
conftructions contrary to their evident
{enfe and meaning.

. We are very \VlH]IlO' to dfcribe to his
Lordﬂnp all the merit due to his diftin-
guifhed character; and we do, without
1cruplc,‘ fuppofe his views in ‘taking
charge of this government were perf‘e(‘lly
difinterefted, as to advantages of for-
tune ; but we do not grant th at the af=
fairs of this Prefidency were in fuch a
defperate fitdation as to require his aid
to fave the fettlement from inevitable
ruin.  Some 1rregularltles and abufes
there might have been in both the civil
S and
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and military branches ‘of the fervice, fuck.
as will require the conftant attention of
the Board to correct and regulate ; nor
can his Lordfhip fay, that when he
quitted the government of Bengal, inthe
year 1760, he left it in fuch a ftate as
not to be liable to the fame imputation,
and to réquire an equal fhare of improve-
ment. The conftant ftate of warfare we
have been engaged in for years paft en-
groffed much of the Board’s attention,
nor were the circumftances of our affairs,
or temper of our army, well adapted to
réformation.  The Board confidered the
“regulations, contained in your letter of
the 1t June, as directed more particu-
larly to Lord Clive and the other Mem-
bers of the Board in conjunétion with
- him, and-therefore deferred thofe changes
till his Lordfhip’s arrival. However,
confidering that the . greater the danger
and ‘difficulties {eem to be, the more
honour would be acquired in the extrica-
tion, we are not furprized that Lord
Clive fhould take pains to fet forth to the

world a notion of the fettlement’s impend-
ing ruin.

We
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We cannot help taking notice of his
Lordfhip’s want of civility to the Coun-
cil, when he tells them, they were offici-
ous in procuring the confirmation of the
terms he had agreed on with the Company
refpeiting his jaghire. Such an unbe-
coming cenfure might have been fpared
the Board, as well as the invidious mo-
tives he afcribes for that ftep. We de-
clare the Board had no other view but
that, as they were forming a treaty
with the Nabob, a provifionary claufe
thould be referved for that agreement.

The minute delivered in by the other
Members of the Select Committee feems to
infinuate, that they had met with an
oppofition from the Board to meafures
that were for the Company’s interefts and
advantage ; as if the other Members of the
Board were not devoted to the Company,
and had their welfare at heart equally
with themfelves. 'We are truly concerned
to fee an allegation madeufe of that feems
calculated to acquire the Committee a cre-
dit with the Company at the expence of
gentlemen who by no means deferved
fucharefle@tion. We defy the Committee
to point oura fingle falutary regulation to

S 2 which
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which we have ever objeted, or to any
regulations whatever at the time that
minute was delivered in, Indeed they
have put our opinions of any meafures
they had to propofe out of the quefhon,
for they have affumed from the Board
what the Company exprefsly entrufted to
the management of Council; and it is to
this ftretch of power and authority alone
that any obje(tions have ever been made.
Complamts againft the fudden growth
of wealth is, we think, a very extraor-
dinary argument out of the mouth of the
Commirttee: for in the mid{t of immenfe
fortunes fuddently acquired, Lord Clive’s
ftands the moft confpicuous. However,
as the honourable Company have not in-
timated any fuch feverity to their fervants,
as’ the defire .of depriving them of a
competency honeftly procured, fo if the
Company are difpleafed with the affluence
of their fervants, itmuftbhe when unjuftly
got, or when it is employed to their pre-
judice, or difadvantage
'~ When Lord Clive had finifhed hlb eager
enquiries touching the prefents, they ap-
plied themfelves to regulate the offices of
ghe Nabob’s government ; out without
confultmrr
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confulting the Board, or even informing
them of'a fingle determination they had
come to, ‘or any plan they had fettled s
and to this time we are kept in igno-
rance of the particularsof that tranfafhon,
except in what we have heard by common
report : which leaves us room to remark,
that while moft of the fettlement are ac-
quainted with the refolutions of the Com-
mittee on this fubject, the Council are to
this day uninformed of them.

After thefe points were adjufted, the
Nabob left Calcutta ; but without receiv-~
ing the ufual ceremony of a vifit of leave
from the Board at his departure, which
had never before been omitted. As to
Mahomed Reza Cawn and Doolubram,
they ftriétly adhered to what they con-
ceived to be the intent of the Committee,
that they fhould keep up no intercourfe
with the Members of Council during their
ftay in Calcutta. Vifits are fo ufual and
neceflary a mark of civility in Hindoftan,
that their omiflion s reckoned the greateft
difrepeét: and without an intimation, it
is impoffible that thofe very men, who
had before been on a footing of great in-
timacy and couefpondencc with us,

would



[ 142 ]

would have dared to be guilty of the
negle&t ; confcious themfelves of the in-
civility, fome of thefe officers made a
private apology for their behaviour, de-
claring their inclination to cultivate terms
of friendfhip with us, but that they durft
not, through fear of incurring his Lord-
{hip’s difpleafure.

When the Minifters of the Nabob’s
government are fo clofely connetted with
ours, they muft be anxioufly concerned
in every change which happens amongﬁ
us. Such an eftrangement from the
Council can haye no other tendency than
to point out they are, in future, to efteem
both Lord Clive and themfelves, as it
were, at variance with us; and under
this notion they have been allowed to be
wanting in the refpet due to our rank
and ftation in your fervice, as if Lord
Clive’s authority in the poiuts committed
to his charge could not be fufficiently
difplayed if the leaft {hadow remained
to the Board, How injurious it is to the-
Council, and how detrimental to your
affairs, thus to have the influence of the
Board degraded in the eyes of a country
to be managed under their direttion, we

leave
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leave it to you to judge; but furely,
whatever moderation the Council may
preferve from motives prudential for your
interefts, they cannot but be extremely

difgufted under fuch circumftances.
Thefe points being fettled, Lord Clive .
now prepares to proceed towards Ilihabad,
to negotiate with the King and Sujah ul
Dowla. As the Committee had extended
their authority, andinfringed on the pro-
vince of the Council in other cafes, which
the Company, in our epinion, entrufted
to the adminiftration of the Board, it was
not to have been expected, that in their
own particular {phere they would yield
fuch a conceflion to the Board, as to
communicate theirfentimentsor intentions
on the fubject of his Lordfhip’s Commif=
fion, although the Company direct, that
the Board fhould be comfulted where they
conveniently can; yet this being left to
the Committee’s difcretion, they may be
fuppofed the beft judges of the conveni-
ence : we, therefore, did not deem our-
felves abfolutely entitled to be confulted,
nor exprefled any diflatisfaétion that fuch
a compliment was not paid to the Board ;
nor did we ever attempt to make this, nor
any
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any matter which, by your commands;
comes under the department of the Select
Committee, a fubject of debate. Without
any intimation then of their fentiments re-
lative to this point, his Lord{hip took his
leavé of the Board, inferming them he was
going up the country on affairs of impor-
tance. L
. Soon after his Lordﬂnp s dcparture, the
Committee informed the Board, that there
was fome particular bufinefs to be tran{-
acted at the Durbar, which required the
prefence of Mr. Sykes, and that he was
about to proceed to the city. As Mr:
Middleton was Refident already at the
Purbar, and it was his province to tran{-
act all the bufinefs there, the Board were
furprized at fuch a motion; confidering
it was an unjuft reflection. on a gentle-
man who had all along conduéted him-
felf to their entire fatisfation; and they
propofed, that the prefent bufinefs {hould
be entrufted to Mr:. Middleton, as all
thefe matters had been heretofore. - This
the Committee refufed : alledging it re-
quired great fecrecy, and ouglit not to be
communicated but to one of their own
members. They aflured the Board, how=
ever;
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ever, that the appointment of Mr. Sykes
fhould not injure Mr. Middleton’s autho-
rity, who was to be independent of him,
and to remain reprefentative on the part
of the Council.

As in Lord Clive’s former government
in Bengal, and for a long time afterwards,
the refidence to the Durbar had been
given to fervants below the rank of Coun-
cil, yet no fcruple was ever made to en-
truft them with the moft material and fe-
cret tranfadtion relative to the govern-
ment ; and as the Committee are obliged
to employ a fecretary and afliftants in the
courfe of their bufinefs, we could fee no
reafon why Mr. Middleton, bound by an
oath of fecrecy, was not fully as worthy
of confidence and truft as thefe gentle-
men, had it been even a matter of the
ftricteft fecrecy. ‘Dut as the Committee
had before acquainted the Board, that
Mahomed Reza Cawn’s timidity in the ad-
miniftration had given Roydullub tco
much fway, which muft be checked, and
that to effe@ this was the bufinefs which
required Mr. Sykes to proceed to Moor-
fhedabad ; after fuch intimation given to
the Board, where was the necefﬁty of keep-

T ing
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ing it concealed from Mr. Middleton, oxte:
of its members, who could ful}y as well.
accomplifhthis cnd as Mr. Sykes? Or
what occafion was there to keep two of,
the Council at the Durbar, when one only
was fufficient for all the bufinefs; and the
other wounld remain an inl’cance, to the
whole country, how cheaply the Council.
werg rated by the Committee ? whilft, at
the fame time, afeparate and divided in-
tere between them was thus pubhcly
pointed-out.

But we learn by a Tetter f'rom Mc.
Middleton te the Board, that the appoint-:
ment - to the Durbar was intended Mr.
Sykes all along, and before he left Cal-
cutta : dligu{’:ed therefore, with his fitu-.
ation, bhe-refigned this appointment, and
claimed the vacant Chicflhip of -Patna:
which having been defignedly left open,
by defire of the Committee, to provide
for fome fuch occafion, was aliotted him. . .

When Mr. Sykes was at the city, Lord .
Clive being ou his way to Illihabad, Ge-.
neral Carnac at the head of the army, and,
Mr. Verelt at Burdwan, of the whole
Coramittee, only Mr. Sumner remained
at Caleutta, a fingle member. He not of

himfelf
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himfelf forming a Committee, there was
a total fufpenfion of the regular admini-
ftration of the Company’s affairs. The
Committee efteeming themfelves the fu-
preme power, had appointed their own
members to different {tations : who being
difperfed, and not acknowledging the au-
thority of the Council, each aéted in his
own ftation, independent of the orders of
the Board, and abfolutely without con-
troul: and as none but the Committee
have the power to affemble its members
together, fo the date of their feparate in-
‘dependent authority refted with them-
felves entirely. We need here only re-
mark, that this is a form of government
altogether new, and unknown in this
fettlement before,

During this itate of interregnum, it had
been propofed in Council to fill up two
feats rendered vacant, by the death of
Mr. Billers and Mr. Johnftone’s refigna-
tion, that the number which the Com-
pany had direéted to the management of
their affairs, by their Commiffion of go-
vernment and in their letter of the 1ft
June, might be complete. To this propofal
it was objeced, on the part,of the Com-

EISe 2, mittee,



[ 148 }
mittee, and the Board were informed,
that they were about to make regulations
for reducing the number of Council: it
was, therefore, defired that we would
defer coming to a refolution on the pre-
fent motion for nominating new mem-
bers. We muft own we were no lefs
alarmed than furprized to hear a meafure
propofed which, in our opinion, was not
only an open violation of the Company’s
immediate and moft pofitive order, but
alfo an invafion of their authority and
prerogative. Our employers had iffued
a Commiffion, under the great feal of the
the Company, appointing a Prefident and
fifteen othe®*members to the management
of all their concerns in Bengal; and in
their accompanying letter had, in as full
and ample terms as pOﬂlb]C, ordered, that
whenever any vacancies fhould happen
in that number, fuch vacancies fhould be
filled up by the next of their fervants in
feniority, provided no objeftions were
made to their character. This commifiion
doth as abfolute]y empower and authorize
the loweft member of the fixteen, nomi-
nally appointed by the Company, or of
their fucceffors, to be agent for the Com-

pany,
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pany, as it doth the Prefident himfelf:
and to difpute or invalidate this autho-
rity, or right of acrency in the youngeﬁ;
of the fixteen members, is, in our opinion,
to difpute or invalidate the commiffion
itfelf.  Such an infringement of the com-
miffion is abfolutely fuperfeding its au-
thority: and after the validity of the com-
miffion is thus fet afide, the power of
government exercifed is not what the
Company delegated, but an afflumed and
ufurped one. To aét from any other aun-
thority but that which the Company have
conferred is admitting, that another body
hath a right to diret and prefcribe in
fuch cafe equal with, or fuperior to the
Company ; which fuppofition we confider
as a direct breach of their orders, and an
infringement of their authority and pre-
rogative, in a point that moft nearly af-
fets their very conftitution.

- It is not for us to prefcribe what form
of government we imagine to be the beft :
the Company have thc undoubted right
to ditate to us the fyftem moft agreeable
to them, and it is our duty implicitly to
be guided by their orders in fo nice a
point, While we hold our power ac-
: cording
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cording to the laws prefcrlbed us, {hould
any cafual inconveniences or mifcarriages
arife, they muft fall upon our employers
but if once, throwing afide the form
eftablifhed by the Company, we erect
fyftems of our own, from that moment
we become accountable and 1ef'ponﬁblc
for every bad confequcnce that may im-
mediately, or in future, accrue. If we
have any alterations. in the {yftems of go-
vernment to propofe; which we may deem
improvements, and for the benefit of our
employers, it would be confiftent with
our duty to fet them forth to the Com-
pany, and to wait their approbation be-
fore fuch alterations are carried into exe-
cution.

It alfo occurred to us, that the two
next gentlemen in the fucceflion were by
the Company’s appointment abfolutely
entitled to a fhare of the adminiftration :
to exclude them, therefore, was an act
of injuftice, and privation of their right.
It would be Juﬁ as abfurd to fuppofe,
that the fecond in Council could be fet
afide from his fucceflion to the govern-
ment. in cafe of vacancy, if there {hould
be a. majority difpofed to deprive him of

this
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this appointment, as thofe gcntiemeri from
their feats at the Board.

* Influenced by thefe confiderations and
fentiments, we could not confent to a
meafure we thought inconfiftent with our’
duty to you, and our own judgments:
and upon a divifion of voices, the majo-
rity were of opinion, ‘that the number of
Council {hould be completed. Mr. Charl-
ton and Mr. French, the two gentlemen
next to Council, were thereupon appoint-
ed to fill up the vacancies, and direéted
to repair to the Prefidency, and take
their feats at the Board, as foon as con-
venient. '

Your direétions concerning the inland
trade, in the articles of falt, beetel-nut
and tobacco, feemed to be a matter mere-.
ly commercial, and particularly addrefled
to the management of the Council: yet
Lord Clive and the Committee have taken
upon themfelves to form fuch regulations
as they have thought proper, without the
concurrence, or even afking the opinion
of the Board. Although we had reafon
to be diflatisfied, that no attention was
paid to our opinion, though we confi-
dered ourfelves entitled to be confulted,

yet,
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yet, knowing,the Committee were deter-
mined to carry their fyftem into execu-
tion, we contented ourfelves with only
entering a diffent: but at the fame time
cheerfully contributed our fervices, when,
by the diretion of the Board, we were
appointed members of a committee of
trade, for executing the plan formed by
the Scleét Committee. - ;

Relative to this trade, the recallment
of European agents is another inftance
where the Committee have taken upon
themfelves to conduét what belonged to
the province of the Board ; which was fo
much the more unneceflary, as the Pre-
fident and Council had before teftified
their readines to comply with the Coms=
pany’s inftructions on this head, by ifluing
orders to the fame effect.

Lord Clive, having returned to the pre-
fidency, laid before the Board the ar-
ticles of a treaty he had concluded with
the King and Shujah Dowlah together;
with the Sunnuds obtained, from the
King, for the Dewannee and perpetual
Jaghire of the royal revenues of Bengal,
Bahar and Orixa: with Sunnuds of con-
firmation for the counties of Burdwan,

Midnapoor
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Midnapoor and Chittagong, before held
by the Company.

With refpect to the treaty with Shujah
Dowlah, the former Board had, at differ-
ent times, endeavoured to cffect a peace
with that prince, on fuch conditions as
‘were deemed proper and honourable:
but whilft he had any forces to oppofe us,
he rejected all our offers; and rather
than confent to our terms, he preferred
an attempt to form a confederacy with all
the powers he could ftir up againft us ;
partly by the pretext of a holy war, where-
in he invited the different princes of the
Mahomedan faith to oppofe our ambi-
tious views of conqueft, and partly by
offers of money. - Finding our propofals
fruitles, and the King coming over to
us, after the important victory of Buxar,
to which alone we are indebted for the
prefent tranquillity and happy ftate of the
Company’s affairs, the Board entered inte
- negotiations with his Majefty.

We engaged to put the King in pol-
feffion of Shujah Dowlah’s dominions: and
he, in return, made over to the Com-
pauny, by his Sunnuds, the perpetuity of
the province of Ganzepore, with all Bul-

wantfing’s
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wantfing’s Zemindarry, as an indemnifi-
cation for their lofles ; and promifed fars
ther, to defray the expences of the war
from the timwe our troops were employed
in his fervice. We had alfo engaged,
with the King’s concurrence, our promifc
of the Subahdarry of Illihabad to Najecef
Khan; a brave and altive prince, who
had heartily joined our interefts, aml on
whons, as well on account of a family
‘quarrel with Shujah Dowlah as for other
veafons, we could perfectly depend: we
had dctually put him in poffeflion of it ;
and had further intended to have procur-
ed from the King his appointment to the
Subalidarry of Oud.

It was our defire of adhering to thefe
our engagements, which latterly preclud-
ed all terms of peace with Shujah Dewlah ;
who, though hanghty and ftubborn whilft
he could raife a fingle Rohilla or Maratta
to fupport his caufg, yet being deprived
of every inchof territory, his treafure ex-
haufted, deferted by almoft all hispeople,
reduced to the flate of as mere an exile
and wanderer as MhirCoflim himfelf, and
forced to take fhelter with' Ahmud Khan

. Benguth,
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Bengulh, who afforded him nothing more
than the protection of hofpitality, he was
. at laft forced to make humble fuit to his
vi€tors, and swas fure to rejoice in any
‘terms, when not a fingle grant was in his
hands to cede to us.  But the Board con-
fidered, that to reftore Shujah Dowlah to
his dominions, would have been an: in-
fringement of their treaty with the King;
which was now fo much the lefs neceflary
for the tranquillity of the country, as the

King was in aétual pofleflion of them.
The Board confidered themfelves as no
longer acting in any other capacity but
as allies to the King: and thinking the
war in a manner at'an end, .ordered
the Commander in Chief to acquaint the
King, now that we had put him in pof-
{eflion of the provinces of Qud and Illiha-
bad, we confidered our part of the en-
. gagements towards him as fulfilled, and
-that it was not our intention to carry on.
{o expenfive a. war, at fuch a diftance
from our own diftriéts, any longer; but
that he muft take his meafures to {fupport
himfelf'in the pofleflions we had acquired
for him, by ating with his utmoft vigour.
-Qur view herein was to flimulate the
Uz ik King

B
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King- and Najeef Khan to exert them-
felves in their own caufe, as well as to
convinee ourfelves how far the King
" eould actually effe€t what he had before
confidently affured us of, the maintaining
himfelf with his own ftrength, whenever
a conqueft was made of Shujah Dowlah’s
‘country.  For he had given wus. the
firongeft affurances, that whenever we
fhould put him in pofleflion of the pro-
vinces of Oud and Illihabad, many coun-
try powers, devoted to him in their hearts,
would fleck to his ftandard, and. that he
would then be enabled to recover Pelht,
the feat of his empire. The fureft way
to come to a certainty how far he could
‘maintain himfelf on the fupport of his
own ftrength, was to convince him of
‘the neceflity of his exertion ; for as long
as he had a profpect of our army fighting
his battles, folely relying on his afliftance,
he would take no ftep whatever in fup-
port of his own caufe; nor would he

even take the neceflary care and concern
of his government, :
The treaty now entered wpon has
created a total change in the King’s af-
fairs : {fo near as he was to power and in-~
dependence,
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dependence, he had never felt himfelf
before mafter of Shuiah Dowlah. He is
reftored to his former dominions, and to
the Vizarut: and has ftipulated to pay
the Company fifty laaks in thirteen months,
as well by way of indemnification for
damages fuftained in the war, as for the
{urrender of your territories of Gauze-
pore, &c. of which the revenues for the
next year are afligned over for payment
of twenty laaks, in part of the above fti-
pulated {fum. -
As to the Royal Sunnuds for the lands
of Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong,
the King having in.fa¢t no real power in
Bengal, we were extremely cautious in
admitting his authority over the difpofal
of its lands ar revenues.  His Majefly had
beftowed feveral Sunnuds for jaghires in
‘the Bengal provinces on his adherents
and favourites, to a very confiderable
yearly amount; one particularly to Major
Munro, for a large yearly income, which
that gentleman honourably gave up into
the hands of the late -Nabob. Did we
openly acknowledge the King’s preroga-
tive to grant Sunnuds by an application
for thofe, we could not with decency
have
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have denied the %alidity of thefe : and a
large revenue would have been drained
from the provinces for-the ufe of feveral
officers of the King’s Court, which we did
not think pradent to allow of.

The Board had it certainly in their
power to obtain the above-mentioned
Bunnuds from the King, as well as thofe
for the Dewannee, and perpetual jaghirat
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, had they
thought it for your intereft and advan-
tage: for the King, hitherto fupported by
our treafure and arms, and in a ftate of
abfolute dependence on our government,
had it fcarce in his power to refufe com-
plying with any requefls we fhould
make : and fuch a grant, far from being
at his own expence or privation, would
rather prove beneficial to him, by fecur-
ing us as guarantees for a certain revenue
from Bengal, from which we believe for
fome years paﬁ: he has drawn very little
advantage .t is not to be doubted then,
but that the King would have beftowed
aupon us a grant for the poffefiion of a
country where he had not the leaft power,
hut through our influcnce, as eafily be-
fore, as hc had done now : but motives,,

which
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which we deemed the mofl weighty and
material, forbad our making an applica~
tion for {uch a grant.

The Board had confidered the benefits
received by the Company from Mhir Jaffier,
and the nature of the conheftions which
fubfifted with: him; as fufficient reafons
to enter into engagements with his eldeft
fon, Najum o’ Dowlah, with whom ac«
cordingly a treaty was ratified; as folemn
as the pledge of our public faith anrd pro-
mife could make it, and on terms which
feemed to us befreficial: and we refer it
to our employers, whether they were fo
or not. We thought we could not, with+
out a violation of ¢his treaty and of our
public faith, as well as of the ties of grati~
tude, accept of favours, or demandpowers
from the King that were fo incompatible
with our engagements with the Nabob,
and detiimental to a family from whom
fuch ample benefits had been dérived. Be=
fides, although the Dewannee was, we
know, an acqu tion equal to a ‘Sove~
reignty in point of power, and that it
would yield fome increafe of revenite;
yet, as the honourable Company inform-
%d us they were fatisfied with their pre-

fent
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fent pofleflions, and by no means defir=
ous of extending them, we apprehended,
that to appropriate to themfelves the re=
venues and command of a kingdom was
greatly exceeding their defires and inten=
tions, and though bringing them a prefent
temporary advantage, yet, in the end;
might be attended with confequences in
the higheft degree prejudicial to their true
interefts: and we did not doubt but they
had the prudential confideration in view,
when they fet the limits they -did to our
acquifitions ; and that they will be fully
fatisfied with the large additional in-
come ftipulated for them, by our treaty
with Najum o’ Dowlah, before Lord Clive
arrived.

Such were the motives of the former
adminiftration, and fuch our objeftions
to purfuing the meafures which have been
lately adopted. However, fince the
gentlemen of the Committee have been
able to furmount the fcruples we enter~
tained, it might, in a political view, be
efteemed a happy circumitance that gives
the finithing hand to a peace after we had
brought the war fo near a conclufion, did
it, at the fame time, put an end to fuch
: diftant
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diftant connedtions as thofe with his Ma«
Jcﬂ) "But we mutft obferve, that as we
ure guarantees in the treaty made by Lord
Clive, we muft fupport the King in poflef~
fion of the fmall diftri&t allotted him: and
being in offenfive and defenfive alliance
with Shujah’ Dowlah, ‘we are under the
néceflity of aflifting him whenever he fhall
be attacked by the different powers of
Hindoftan. * Under fuich circuimftances,
our prefent fituation may poffibly not be
found better than had the Board’s agree-
ment with the King been adhered to : and
in the latter cafe, the Encrh{h would have
avoided the imputation of violating their .
engagements, and of adopting new and
contrary fyﬁems on every change of their
own government ; which we think muft
tend to deftroy the confidence hereto-
foré placed in their promifes, treaties and
alliances. But to admit, for a moment,
the, expedlency and pr oprxety of his
Lordfhip’s fyftem of putting an end to
the war, ftill we think the fettlement
for the King very injudicioufly made: he
is feated in as remote a country as he well
could be, at the utmoft extent of Shujah
Dowlah’s dominions, and in that territory
X . we
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we have engaged to maintain him. Should
then the King happen to be attacked,
a body of our troopsare to march an im-
menfe way from our own provinces, be-
fore they arrive to yield the King affiftance.
We know the King is like to have no fup-
port but in us; all the territory, therefore,
affigned him may be loft before our troops
could join him: and as Shujah Dowlah,
whofe fidelity and engagements are very
doubtful, will be between our own diftrits
and thofe we are to protect, the divifion
of our forces, unavoidable in cafe the King
fhould be attacked, will afford him the
fineft opportunity to virdicate his injured
reputation and gratify his refentment to
the Englifh, and to recover the diftrict
allotted to the King. All thefe evils
might have been avoided, we think, by
placing the King in the Zemindarry of Bul-
wantfing; who would with merepleafure
have paid his revenues to the King than
he now does to Shujah Dowlah. Bul-
wantfing’s Zemindarry being immediately
on our own borders, we could with lefs
difficulty and danger have guaranteed
"the King in poffeffion of it. Bulwant-
fing would have been benefited by fuch a
fettlement,
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fettlement, and happy in the fecurity and
protetion his Zemindarry muft have re-
ceived from us. In cafe of a future war
with Shujah Dowlah, he would bave af-
forded us fome afliltance; and by his ad-
mitting us to garrifon the two fortrefles of
Juanpore and Chinar-Gurr, we fhould
have poflefled the ftrongeft and moft na-
tural barriers and bulwarks to our own
provinces, and the direét inroad to Shujah
Dowlah’s dominions, which might have
kept him awe. How a Settlement fo ob-
vioufly calculated to fecure ourfelves
from future attacks from that quarter,
-and to infure a revenue to the King, hap-
pened to efcape his Lordfhip, we are ata
lofs to account for: we deem it €vident
he has been greatly miftaken in his poli-
ticks.

As the Committee have alfo reconciled
to the Company’s interefts the addition of
an income which may arife by the De-
wannee, we freely aferibe to thofe gentle-
men the whole merit refulting from thefe
negotiations and treaties. ‘The advan-
tage and profperity of our employers, we
declare to have been our fole object at
heart. We are equally happy whoever be

' X 2 .- 1, #he
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the afrents in promoting them; and fin-
cerely and cordially wifh they may be efta-
blithed on the moft permanent footing,
and that the benefirs derived to the Com—
pany may continue to the lateft period.
The Select Committee having openly
difplayed their fenfe of authorlty over
the Board, in taking before them the pro-
ceedings of Council, and canvafling the
rcfolutlon relative to filling up the late
vacancies, as we find, by :in extra&t of
their proceedings laid before the Councit
on the 16th September, they have been
pleafed to agree unanimoufly, “ That
“ the conduét of the merabers who com-
“ pofed the majority of the Board was
¢ highly improper and unbecoming, dif>
¢ relpectful to the Committee, and to the
« powers vefted in them by the honour-
¢ able Court of Dire@ors.” - They fur-
ther agreed, ¢ That the behaviour of thefe
e gentlﬁmcn was diétated by a fpirit of
“ oppofition to the Committee, fince neis
¢ ther public nor- private injury or be-
¢ nefit could arife from poftponing the
* refolution ; they are forry to obferve
« the flight effe¢ts produced by the le-
“ nity and moderation of their late pro-.
<3 cecdings,

I3

-~
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“ ceedings, and to fee gentlemen in the
¢ higheft ftations in the fervice reduced
* to inconfiftency in conduét and ‘ar-
«« gument for the fake of * contradiction
“ only. If implicit obedience was’ by
“ thofe gentlemen thought due “to .the
¢ letter of the Company’s inftrudtions,
“ how came they to negleét botlr thelet=
« ter and {pirit of the'Company’s exprefs
¢ orders for figning the covenants; ‘and
“at a juncture efpecially when' obe-
¢ dience became neceflary to the fecu-
“ rity of their own reputations?”” ' The
Committee then proceed to aflign their
reafons why the number of Council fhould
not be enlarged, for which we refer you
to their proceedings. And, laftly, as an
occafional majority wasintentionally taken "
advantage of in that refolution, they pro-
pofe to the Board now to reconfider, whe-
ther the former refolutions fhould ftand
good or be reverfed ?

Since the Committee claim the power
of confidering the alts of the Board, and
of throwing fo fevere a cenfure on the
conduct of its majority, why did they
not, of themfelves, reverfe the refolution

in queftion, without ‘referring it to the
Board? -



[ 166 ]

Board? In this they acknowledge their
want of authority: but as the power of
" cenfuring, and of repealing are lodged in
the fame body, they have cither exceed-
ed the limits of their commiffion in the
one, or have deviated from confiftency
in their meafure in the other, by an un-
common remiffion of their privileges, in
all other inftances fo ftrictly fupported.
In their cenfure they have aferibed rea-
fons for our conduct which never had
exiftence, and which it is impoflible they
could ever be acquainted with ; and for
no other apparent caufe, but becaufe the
Board differed with them in opinion. If
a majority meets with fuch treatment for
offering their fentiments, when they do
not happen to coincide with the voices of
the Committee, what may every indivi-
dual member of the Board expeét, when
he is fo unfortunate as to entertain a dif=
ferent opinion from them? Or what free-
dom of thought can take place at a Board,
where our ftations afford us no protection
from the fevereft vefleétions, cloathed with
the utmoft acrimony of expreflion, and
from the violence of fentiments manifefted
by fuch reflections ?
: ! " We
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We have in fome preceding paragraph
informed you of our true reafons for vot-
ing, that the vacancies fhould be filled up.
In anfwer to the Committee, we fhall
further add, that it was impoffible to ac-
quicfce in the delay propofed without
contradition to our fentiments, in ac-
knowledging, that the Committee had
power to transfer the Company’s concerns
to the management of only fuch a num-
ber as they thought proper, or to make
any alterations in the commiffion of go-
vernment which, in order to give it the
more validity, you were pleafed to grant
in fuch a formal manner.

The Committee obferve, that no pub-
lic or private injury, or benefit could
arife from the poftponement. There was
then the lefs reafon to invalidate the Com-
pany’s. commiffion, and infringe their or-
.ders, fince no advantage would arife to
the public from fuch a deviation, and
there was the greater probability of our
being impartial in what we were per-
fonally to reap no benefit from. But
how far, in our opinion, it related to the
public we have already mentioned ; and
the exclufion of the two next to Council

from
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from their ftations allotted by the Com-
pany, was alfo a privation of the honour
and benefits you intended, which iurely
cannot but be deemed a private injury.

If the Committee, by the lenity and
moderation of their late proceedings,
mean, as it {hould feem, the tendernefs
with which they carried on their late
enquiries concerning the prefents, the
only occafion they ever had to manifeft
how far, they were actuated by lenity and
moderatlon, we beg leave to refer to the
honourable Company the degree of obli-
gation ‘the members of the former Board
lie under to the gentlemen of the Com-
mittee, on that fcore, in the courfe of
thofe enquiries, as well as in the general
tenor of their behaviour.

The Committee quote our delay in fign-
ing the covenants, as an argument which
ought to have induced us to delay our
1'efolut10ns of compleating the number of
the Board. We prefume they confider
the former as a breach of orders ; and
they furely could not imagine, that be-
caufe we had erred once, that we fhould
perfift invariably in the error: rather
ought we, convinced of our former mif-

take,
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take, carefully to avoid falling into others
in future. We may with equal Jjoftice
“apply their own way of reafoning to them-
felves. If they think the Company’s or-
ders admit of a deviation, how came they
to condemn the former Prefident and
Council for the fame opinion? or, if they
thought deviation wrong, how came they
now to fupport its propriety, and to cen-
fure the Board becaufe they could not
acquiefce in their fentiments on this oc-
cafion? Certain we are, the cafes were
very different. The inftrutions concern-
ing the covenants were of very little con-
cernment to the honourable Company :
their nomination of a Council of the high-
eft importance to the government of the
fettlement, to their prerogative, and tp
their conflitution itfelf. We cannot help
remarking here, the ungenerous advan-
tage the Committee propofe to themfelves
in reviewing what has been enquired intp
and determined ; and what, therefore,

oughtnot again to have been mentioned.
As to our reputations, hitherto they
have ftood the teft, and we doubt not
but they ever will. And notwithftanding
their ungenteel refletion, we believe the
world
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“world will judge the late Prefident and
his Council ‘were as capable of knowing
‘what belonged to the fecurity of their
‘characters, and will find they will fup-
‘port them with as much integrity as the
gentlemen of the Sele¢t Committee.

As reafons for keeping the number of
"Council reduced, the Committee advifed
‘the recallment of the Chiefs of Midnapore
and Benaras, ‘and, at Mr. Verellt’s re-
“commendation, propofed to withdraw the
‘Chief and ‘Couneil at Burdwan ; alledging
‘it uneceflary, and a needlefs expence,
‘to have a Member of Council refiding
‘there, fince a junior fervant can equally
‘well condu¢t the bufinefs, under the in-
fpetion and orders of a fupravifor. We
‘do notthink the two former very material:
ibut deem the colletion of a revenue,
“amounting to above four hundred thou-
“fand pounds fterling a year, a very fit ob-
‘je& for the employment of a Member of
‘the Board; and we think he ought con-
ftantly to refide there, that his mind be-
‘ing unengaged with any other buﬁncfs,
he may be better qualified and more " at
leifure to attend to the colleétions, to the
dzﬁnbuuon ‘of juftice, and to-the im-
oot : provements
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provements which fo large a diftri¢t muft
admit of. As to the expence of main-
taining a Chief and Council there, if the
allowances from the Rajah are deemed
-improper, fuppofe them placed upon the
fame footing with the other fubordinates:

the Company couldnever grudge a charge
fo trifling as would be mcuued beyond
the pay and falary which the gentlemen
who ‘are from: the Council muft receive,
wherever they be ftationed: but argument
.is needlefs : . Mr.. Verelft is to be the fole
fupravifor, or in other words, chief, with
-a privilege unufual to the’ other fubordi-
nates, that of alting, at the fame time, as
a Member of the Board as well as of the
Committee.

The increafe of the recalled Members
will keep up the number of Council at the
Prefidency to eight, as direted by the
honourable Company: but as that number
is the leaft ordered to remain on the {pot,
we think two others would have been
wery eligible, and not more than is necef-
fary  to difcharge the different offices
ufually filled by Members of Council; be-
fides, if ten refide in Calcutta, from the
clrcum&ances of ill health or other avoca-

Y 2 tions,
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tions; not more than eight will bé found
conftantly to attend the Board. = This be-
ing confidered, the infringement of the

comniiffion of government appecars f{o
mnch the more improper, as the altera-
tion would be attended with no advan-
tage.

The charge of our having made ufe of

a cafuial majority to fill up the vacancies,
.we totally difavow : every Member has a
right to propofe what he thinks proper,
-and to give his opinion.. 'When this mo-
tion was made, we could not, without
facrificing our fentiments, give our con-
fent to the propofal of the Committee, and
our voices happened to coincide with the
majority : but this allegation is equally ap-
plicable upon every divifion in Council ;
and- we may with the fame propriety ad-
vance, that the gentlemen of the Scleét
Committee now take the advantage of
their majority at the Board to reverfe a
former refolution.

. Upon the whole, our fentiments have
been {o oppofite to thofe of the Com-
mittee on the fubjeét of filling up the
vacancies in Council, thatif you approve
of the one, you muft condemn the other.

Which
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Which of us have -thought and acted
-moft conformably to your meaning and
" intent, or have fupported their opinions
with moft juftice, you muft be judges.
We fhall only add, that the unmerited
~cenfures and reflections which the gentle-
men of the Committee have loaded us
with in their proceedings, and the fevere
térms in which they are exprefled, as.
ithey domoet leflen the force of our argu-
ments, o neither do they add weight to
theirs ; and with this femark we leave it
to your determination.

To the many inftances we have related
of the proceedings of the Sele@& Com-
mittee, we fhall trouble you with but one
more, at once expréflive of their difpofi-
tion towards the Council, and confirm-
ing the motives we afcribed to their con-
duét, as well as our idea of their inten-
tions. Believing that all the differences
which had hitherto arifen betwixt the
Council and the Committee took their
rife from thedifferent conftructions placed
upon the Company’s orders, Mr. Ley-
cefter gave in a minute to the Board,
the 25th September, propofing an expe-
dient to put an end to all further alterca~
- tions::
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tions : he fet forth, ¢ That the honoura-
¢t ble Company having exprefsly directed,
< that the powers of the Sele¢t Committee
¢ fhould ceafe when peace and tranquilli-
< ty werereftored, feemed evidently tore-
¢ {irict their authority to the due manage+
ment of whatever matters were condu-
¢ cive or relative to that important point;
¢ that therefore it did not appear their
¢ intention, .that the Committee fhould
¢ exift after the war was brought to an
“ end: and as, by the late peace with
¢ Shujah Dowlah, the views of the Com-
¢ pany in this appointment were accom-
¢ plithed, he propofed, that the Com-
<« mittee thould be diffolved ; however,
¢¢ if this did not prove agreeable to the
<« Committee, he defired Lord Clive and
¢ the gentlemen who came with him
from Europe, to explain to the Board
their idea of the powers the Committee
«« are invefted with, the term intended for
their duration, and the particular bufi-
nefs that belonged to their department.
¢ That it fhould then be put to the vote,
¢ whether the Committee fhould continue
£¢ on fuch a'footing, or not. The Mem-
Z* bers of the Committee themfelves, being
: “tle
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¢ the majority of Council then prefent,
* could give what weight they pleafed -

¢ to fuch a reprefentation, and that after

¢ fuch a refolution, which would give a

¢ fanction to his'acquiefcence, he thould

¢ never-again give the Board, or himfelf

¢ further trouble in fuch debates.” And
¢ that he was anxious to have this decid-

<¢:ed before the difpatch of the Admiral

<. Steeveiis, that our honourable Mafters
* might fee the expediency of being as

< explicit as poffible’ in the orders they
« fhall give in confequence of this dif-

“ pute.”

" Mr. Leycefter’s propofal can in no fhape
“whatever be conftrued into an attack on
‘the powers granted by the honourable
Company to the Committee. The Board,

‘of whom the members of the Committee
‘formed the majority, were only called
upon to give their idea of their extent.

"Nothing furely could be more reafonable,
or better calculated to put an end to all

debates ; but the Committee would not
agree to either one or other of the alter-

natives. They abfolutely refufed to give

‘us any fatisfa@tion whatever, relative to
the powers by which they atted. - They

» told
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told us, -that they themfelves, and not
the. Board, were the judges when the
powers of the Committee ought to ceafe ;
and that they would anfwer to the Court
of Dire¢tors, not to us, on the fubject of
Mr. Leycefter’s minute.

We cannot, without ﬁncerc concern,
refle& on the fituation we are reduced ta.
‘We have before us your inftructions, the
fenfe of which feems very obvious to us;
and it is our duty to enforce and fupport
thefe, as far as our abilities can reach.
We fee the Seleét Committee purfuing
meafures which appear to us contrary to
thofe inftructions ; and when we repre-
{ent our opinion, and requeft an explana-
tion, the Committee perfift in denying us
any accefs to information.

We have frequently received from thofe
gentlemen verbal accounts of the powers
they tell us the Company determined they
fhould be invefted with. Why do they
decline to authenticate thefe on the face
of the confultations, when thus called
upon ? fince it would put an end to our
debates. Do they not give us room to
imagine, that they do not chufe publicly
to avow an extent of power fo far beyond

the
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the limit of:your orders; by an explana-
<ion which, cannet; be fupported. by the
- tenor of yonr:inftrunctions? In this: difa-
ameeablc «dilemma, - what path is:l¢ft for
agitos tread? If; in firi¢t conformity to
our fentiments, we aflert the authority
of the. Campany’s, orders, we arc-accifed
of  adting’ from the fpirit of oppofition
"-and !contradition.. ; If we . acquiefce in
the proceedings of the: Committee, we
trefpafs againft our own conviction, and
our fenfe:of the duty we owe to-our em-
ployers.. Which fhdll we prefer;, the faith- -
ful difcharge of the trufl repofed in'us,
whilft {ubjecied to injury, or thie purchafe
of our peace and quiet, at the expence of
out opinions-and characters 2+ ' Would the
world, or could we ourfelves applaud
fuch mﬁnccrxty?

We -cannot regard the mﬁances_ we
have given you of the Committee’s exer-
cife of the-power fet forth, but as highly
improper; whether we 'confider. the-im-
mediate effects or example they - yleld
A fet of . gentlemen; -whom you appoint-
ed to catry on the, war you underftood
this fettlement to ‘be engaged in, -and to
effe@ a peace, whea-that-war could be

brought
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brought to a conclufion, inftead of re-
firiting themfelves to the points com-
‘mitted to their care, aflume the power to
regulate every branch of ‘your concerns,
independently of your Council. = Setting
afide entirely the term you preferibe to
their authority, they allow themfelves only
to be the judges when it fhould end. The
whole power is in their hands, and they
may employ it to what purpofes, and as
long as they pleafe, nor can your Coun-
cil reftrain them. We mean not to fay,
that the gentlemen who now compofe the
Selet Committee will ufe their power for
any bad defign, but we think they afford
a dangerous precedent, by the fuccefs of
_ an authority not founded on your orders,
which may, one time or other, prove
very detrimental to your affairs.

We cannot avoid complaining of our
fituation, prevented as we are from do-
ing our duty, in the management of af-
fairs you were pleafed to commit to our
charge ; expofed to cenfures and reflec-
tions for difference in opinion ; the for-
mer adminiftration condemned and dif-
paraged, in order to raife the credit of
the prefent. A groundlefs alarm, there-

fore,
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fore, is raifed, of the extreme danger the
{ettlement is threatened with, from im-
pending ruin. No other refutation to
this affertion is required, than to look
back on the fuccefs with which we main-
tained a war againft one of the moft for-
midable Princes in Hindoftan ; a ftronger
teft of the firmnefs of our government
than was ever before experienced: and
we made provifion for one of the moft
ample inveftments the honourable Com-
pany have received from Bengal for a con-
fiderable time.

And, as if by way of comparifon, his
Lordfhip fets forth in ftrong colours, the
great difintereftednefs of the gentlemen
affociated with him in the Seleét Com-
mittee. 'We do not want to derogate .
from the merits of thofe gentlemen ; but
in order to obviate the oblique reflection
caft upon the former Prefident and his
Council by his Lordfhip’s declaration, we
muft remark, that Mr. Verelft is appoint-
ed to the Chiefship of Burdwan and to
the office of export warehoufe-keeper, two
of the moft advantageous employs.in your
fervice, and which were always: before

held feparate ; and ‘we 'underftand- that
Z 2 the
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the Chiefsthip of Coflimbuzar, and refi>
denceé atithe Duibar are to be united in
the perfon of Mr. Sykes. .

Although to the behaviour of the Com-
mittee,-as we have related; we could not,
confiftently either with our duty to you
or to-the: juftice.we owe our own cha-
racters, acquiefce or fubmit 5 yet' we -have
invariably made it a maxim to - conduct
ourfelves with the greateft moderation
whenever, to our concern, we were un-
der a neceflity “of ‘exprefding . our diflent
from their proccedings; and ‘where we
have difapproved iof  their political mea-
fures, we have induftrioufly avoided a
public' diffent at the Board, in order to
preveént the ill confequences which have
oft heretofore arifen from the difcovery
of a contrariety, or difference of fenti-
ments'in the Council on thefe fubjects ;
whence room has frequently been given
to difcontented people to look for altera-
tions from ‘every change ‘in our govern-
ment, and to our enemies, to make their
utmoft advantage of fuch contending par-
ties. ‘And referving for our own honour
and vindication this declaration nowmade
to you, we ‘would neither wifh, nor at-

3 A © tempt
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tempt .any. inngvation .in-the plan fixed
an by the Comnnttee, for the fame rea-
‘fons as_we objected to the infringement
of’ former engagements, confidering al-
moft every, change as attended with bad
confequences.

-.:We beg . you will not confider this re-
monﬁrance as flowing from a defire to
keep: up the divifions. which have fub-
fited among us, or from any fpirit of re-
fentment, or recrimination. ; We moft
heartily d”fplfﬁ fuch mean motives, and
{hall never permit them to influence our
conduét. . Our only view herein is to
give you particular information concern-
ing the deb'at¢5 which have arifen on the
intent and mean'ing of your orders, and
that you may, fee the neceflity of being as
full and explicit as poflible in your in-
ftruétions on this, and on fimilar occa-
fions : and we defire you will be perfeét-
ly aflured, that though the Committee,
inftead of endeavouring to conciliate their
fubverfion of our meafures, have given
us much unneceflary: difguft, yet having
thus referred ourfelves to you, we fhall,
on our part, bury in oblivion all that is
paft, {hall be ready to concur with heart

and
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and hand to make the Committee’s regula-
tions anfwer themoft falutary ends, and to
ftudy at the revival of that harmony and
good underftanding fo effential for the
reputation of our government, and the
fuccefs of your affairs.

And now, honourable Sirs, having giv-
en you a ftatement of matters, conform-
ably to the ftriteft truth, we think it ne-
ceflary to inform you, we are no lefs con-
cerned to be under the neceﬂity of mak-
ing our application to you in this unufal
manner, than for the occafion which has
obliged us to take fiich an uncuftomary
ftep.  But we refolved, as already men-
tioned, to avoid as much as poflible the
appearance of difputes and diffenfions at
the Council Board, and fenfible that the
many altercations with which the proceed-
ings of Council have heretofore been fill-
ed, muft prove as difagreeable to you as
they are tothe parties concerned, we deter-
mined not ta wafte that timeand attention
in fruitlefs debates at the Board, which
ought to be devoted to the management
of your bufinefs; and we deem it the
moft eligible, as the more moderate, to
to referve for the firft conveyance to

Europe
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Europe our intention of communicating
to you the fubjeét of our difagreements;
. and, conficious that all our meafures have
been regulated by a fincere and warm
attachment to youradvantages and inte-
refts, we moft cheerfully refer our proceed-
ingsto the decifionof your candour and ju-
ftice, and appeal to you, whether we have
acted with propriety, or not? ‘At the {fame
time, we dare to aflure you, that what-
ever advantages or fuperiority of intereft,
power, or ftation may afford others over
us,. in. rendering you fervices, there are
none whofe hearts are filled with a more
fervent zeal for your profperity than our-
felves.

‘We have the honour to be, (with the
utmoft refpett, '

Honourable Sirs,
Your moft faithful,
moft devoted,
and moft .obedient,

Jhumble fervants,

: 'y SRarpH LEY.CESTER,
(Signed;) {GEOR’GE GRray. =

Calcutta, the 29th September, 1465.
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"POSTSCRIPT

HE above addrefs was wrote before

the difpatch of the Admiral Stevens,

and intended to have been forwarded to
you by that fhip ; but refolving to pro-
ceed with 'the utmoft caution, left fome
circumftances overlooked by us, or 4 pof-
fible miftake in regard 'to your orders,
might give Lord Clive' ‘a pretext to'gra-
tify a refentment againft us which we
had reafon to think' already formed, we
delayed tranfmitting our addrefs by that
conveyance : and as either a confirma-
tion ot reverfion of your orders might fo
foon be expected; in anfiver:to the in-
terefting advices conveyed you by the
fhips of the feafon, 1763-4, we deter-
mined to wait for an intelligence which
could not fail to inform us of your in-
tentions, beyond the poffibility of a doubt.
Your commands . accordingly, of the
15th February, per Grenville, fully con-
firmed
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firmed us in our fentiments, that Lord
Clive had aflumed an authority which was
by no means your intention, and depriv-
ed your Council of that thare of the ad-
miniftration which you had allotted them,
by transferring the reins of government
into the hands of a Seleét Committee.
Had you ever intended or feen it neceffary,
that this body fhould have continued the
extenfive authority which they now exer-
cife, we think it will not bear a doubt, but
that you would have addrefled them fepa-
rately, and invefted them with full pow-
ers at a juncture fo critical as the mutiny
of our army and the invafion of Shujah
Dowlah, the advice of which events
then lay before you, and conveyed an
alarming profpect. Whereas your com-
mands are dire@ted, as ufual, to the
whole Council, whom you order to fee
them executed : and, in the 4%th para-
graph, you exprefs your approbation of
the method of condudting your affairs
by the channels of a public and private
department, under the direction of the
Prefident and Council. Had you meant
to inveft the Committee with the autho-
nty they have affumed, this would not,

Aa we
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we conceive, have been the mode of
your orders. They would certainly have
been delegated in that ample and accu-
rate form which was obferved with refpect
to Mr. Vanfittart, in the year 1763:
and from their not being {fo, we are the
more confirmed in the belief, that you
will approve of our fentiments regarding
the proceedings of Lord Clive, and the
powers exercifed by the Sele¢t Committee.

The peace with Shujah Dowlah was
certainly the proper and natural period ta
the authority of the Seleét Committee, had
it been exercifed within the bounds pre-
feribed by your appointment. But Lord
Clive, fetting afide thefe orders, has
thought proper to continue it; for what
reafon we cannot conceive, unlefs upon
the principle, that his own power becomes
the greater from it than if the admini-
ftration was in the hands of the whole
Council.

From the fame reafon it would appear,
that thofe branches of the Company’s bu-
finefs which ought not only to be made
known, but in which your fervants ought
adtually to be inftructed, are become mat-
ters of the utmoft fecrecy. Inftead of col-

' leéting
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“le&ting the fentiments of the Council on a
branch fo highly important as the revenues
are now rendered, and which, in confor-
mity to your exprefs commands, has here-

“tofore been managed by a Committee of the
Board, the Members of the Councilare kept
in ignorance of the manner in which the
provinces are fettled, or the income the
Company ought to receive from them, fo
far at leaft as the Committee are able to
conceal from them any knowledge in thefe
affairs. We cannot here avoid remark-
ing, that though in September the Board
were unanimoufly. of opinion, that the
prefence of a Member of the Board was
unnecceflary at Midnapore, yet the Com-
mittee have fince taken the matter under
their confideration, and fent Mr. Verelft
to fupervife the fettlement of the collec-
tions, though they were committed to
Mr. Graham, a. gentleman of approved
integrity and abilities, as will appear as
well from your own fentiments as from,
the opinion of the Board, on Mr. Graham’s
conduét while he had charge of Burdwan,
afid aéted in the employ of fecretary to the
Council. It appears to us highly improper
thus to conceal from the Members of the

Aa 2 Board
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Board the fyftem of the colletions which
muft one day come under their infpection,
as the Company are thercby deprived of
any benefit they might reap from the
knowledge of their other fervants; and
they (the fervants) are denied an oppor-
tunity of that experience, or improvement
which they might acquire, and which
muft, fooner or later, be dedicated to the
Company’s fervice.

You will obferve by the foregoing
letter, which was wrote before the Ad-
miral Stevens failed, our fixed determina-
tion to avoid all manner of difputes, and
to aim at the revival of that harmony fo
much to be wiflied amongft thofe who have
theadminiftration of youraffairsabroad. It
was on the point of the Admiral Stevens
difpatch, that Lord Clive gave us reafon
to doubt the efficacy of our beft intentions.
He appeared determined to protrude all
poflibility of a reconciliation : and incenf
ed with the freedom and independence of
fentiment we had dared to affert, in op-
pofition to his opinion, it feemed, to all
appearance, that he was refolved either to
difgult into refignation, or to drive
from the fervice thofe who were adting

upon
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upon principles and maxims different
from his own. We forefaw the fame
Iyftem of violence which had been ex-
ercifed in regard to Mooteram, Mr. John-
ftone’s fervant, was about to be- ufed
upon Ramanaut, Mr. Gray’s, who was

feized with military guards on the
September, and is ftill detained a pri-
foner, expofed to a power which every
member of a free community muft abhor.
The various minutes which have pafled
between Lord Clive and Mr. Gray on this
fubjeét, ftand entered on the face of the
confultations, and we beg leave to refer
you to thefe for particular information.
We fhall only trouble you here with fome
few remarks, in order to fet the difpute
in a clear and impartial point of view.
That Lord Clive was feverely exafperated
againft the gentlemen of the Board, who
had difagreed with him in feveral points,
may, we think, be feen in the tenor of'a
minute of his fent to the Board during
his ftay at Illihabad, and entered in con-
fultation of 22d July, as well as in the
extract of the proceedings of the Sele¢t
Committee, laid before the Board the
16th September. He had, in fearch we
fuppofe
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fuppofe for charges againft the members
of the prior adminiftration, given ear to
. complaints againft Mr. Gray, which were
.given out to be of amoft extraordinary na-
ture, and propagated in fuch manner as
if he hoped they might ferve as a check
upon that gentleman’s opinion. He doubt-
lefs took for granted, or wifhed to be-
lieve, that what he heard was true; for
he infinuated them to others, perhaps
with a view that Mr. Gray himfelf thould
hear,” that fuch complaints had been
made; but without ever giving Mr. Gray
the leaft hint, or information on the fub-
ject. At laft, Mr. Gray, determining to
remain no longer under fuch injurious
imputations, thought it highly neceflary
that he (hould call upon Lord Clive to
produce his complaints before the Board.
His Lordfhip pretended, that he was in
actual pofleflion of charges againft Mr.
Gray at that time ; but inftead of pro-
ducing fuch at the next Council, the firft
ftep he took was to. confine Ramanaut,
one of Mr. Gray’s fervants, under a mili-
,tary guard: where, as his fervants fet
forth to Mr. Gray, he was infulted, ter-
sified with the idea of the fevereft punifh-

ments,
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ments, forced to give money to the guards
over him,- denied all accefs but from
people belonging to Lord Clive, who tak-
ing advantage of his unfortunate fitua-
tion, again and again fuggefted to him,
that if he would prefent informations to
his lordthip he would be releafed and
eafed of his troubles. At the fame time
we heard meafures were taken, at Moor-
fhadabad and in different parts of the
country, to obtain complaints from many
who had had connections with Mr, Gray,
as indeed appears: by letters that gentle-
man received from fome of thofe people,
who had an opportunity of writing to
him. This tenor of conduét can never
fail to appear to the world in its real light,
when it is remarked, that his Lordfhip
(deviating from the requeft made by Mr.
Gray, that he would inform the Board of
the complaints he actually had heard) ap-
peared to feek refource in a fyftem the
moft injurious; to encourage frefh com-
plaints, to declare at the Board his deter-
mination in the courfe of their fcrutiny
to lay his humanity afide, and in con-
formity to fo extraordinary a fentiment,
to invite men, as we apprehend, to give

information
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information which they themfelves feem
never to have thought of ; glofling over
‘the procedure with the fpecious pretence,
that he is ready and willing to hearken
to and redrefs all complaints that are laid
before him. 'We need only mention the
inftance of Bulakidafs, to illuftrate what
we here remark. This man had received
a Perwanah from Lord Clive himfelf to
refide at Calcutta, yet did his Lordfhip,
when he returned from Tllihabad, for pur-
pofes unknown ‘to us, privately fend a
meflenger to turn Bulakidafs out of the
fettlement, when he apprehended his life
to be in the moft imminent danger by fuch
expulfion. Mr. Gray, from the motives
fet forth in his minute of the 4th Novem-
ber, gave him fhelter in one of the Per-
gumahs near Calcutta ; but in his retreat
being difcovered, after Mr. Gray’s call
on Lord Clive, he was fent for by his
Lordfhip, and admitted to an audience:
with what view we cannot devife, unlefs
to procure from him matter of informa-
tion againft Mr. Gray. Bulakidafs was
accordingly foen after produced as Mr.
Gray’s accufer, on certain tranfadtions:
but when he came before the Board, it
e mult
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mufl appear, from the teftimony he made
on oath, notwithftanding Lord Clive’s fa-
vour might be in competition, that he
confidered Mr. Gray as the faver of his
life and honour : and can it be imagined,
that under the fenfe of fuch an obliga-
tion, recently received, Bulakidafs would
voluntarily have offered a complaint a-
. gainft Mr. Gray? As to Ramanaut, he
was charged with malpractices; and,
without a hearing, punifhed with a mili-
tary imprifonment for above two months;
then brought with guards before the Coun-
cil, and under thefe circumftances al-
lowed to declare himfelf guilcy of per-
jury, in an oath he had taken before a
juftice of the peace in matters relative to
Mr. Gray: and though he was the per-
fon accufed, yet, fetting afide charges
againft him, he is brought as an evidence
againft Mr. Gray, and his menial fervants
and relations are produced to corroborate
his information.

Mr. Gray, on the 4th October, pro-
poled fundry queftions to the Board,
touching the governor’s prerogative and
right of ufing military guards over men
not fubject to martial law? Inftead of 2

Bb candid
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candxd dlfqmﬁtlon, and unbiaffed fenu-
ments on a point of fuch infinite import-
ance to our civil liberty, General Carnac
and Mr. Verelft were of opinion, that the
queftions themfelves were highly unbe-
coming, and infolent to the Prefident;
and, upon a reference to the Board; as a
bench of the King’s juftices, on the r8th
October, it was the opinion of the majo-
rity, that the depofitions then madée with
regard to Mr. Gray’s fervant, whofe houfe
was befet with a body of men in arms,
and whofe property had been taken away,
that depofitions of fuch a nature (madc
by two gentlemen who had been eye-wit-
nefles of this breach of the peace) were
not fuflicient grounds on which to found
a warrant. It reqlly gives us pain to re-
fer to the proceedings of a bench of juf-
mces, whofe determination muit feem to
authorize the ufe of military guards in a
manner that we all along, hitherto, confi-
dered as the highelt infult upon a free
‘government. l\/h . Gray had placed fuch
ﬁrm belief in obtaining redrefs {rom the
Kmv s juitices, that'it was extreme mor-
tlﬁc ation to him to find the inquiry he
had to complain of, in a manner, fandi-

fied
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fied by the opinion of thofe gentlemen
on whom he placed his chief dependence,
from confidering them as guardians of the
peace, and protectors of our laws.

In the courfe of the debates on the quef~
tions propofed by Mr. Gray, on the 14th,
Lord Clive and General Carnac aflerted
this to be a military as well as civil govern-
ment. Such declarations, in defence of
a_conduct fo unprecedented and oppref-
five, from the two military Members of
the Board, who, from the authority affum-
ed by the Select Committee, were become
arbiters of the fettlement, raifed the live-
lieft apprchenfion, that thefe gentlemen
were adopting maxims in juftification of
the ufe of military guards over civil fub-
jects that'were totally incompatible with
our laws, and inconfiftent with our charter
of juftice. Mr. Leycefter, having been
more particularly injured by fome extraor-
dinary declarations of General Carnac,
thought it incumbent on him, inthefollow-
ing Council, to remind the Board of what
had paffzd, and to call on Lord Clive and
General Carnac for an explanation of the
affertions they had made the preceding
day, touching military authority. The

Bb 2 inmediate
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immediate difavowal of any il intent in
fuch aflertions was what Mr. Leycefter
might reafonably have expeéted from Lord
Clive. 1Inthis however he was difappoint-
ed: and his Lord(hip s filence on a point
of fuch infinite importance naturally con-
firmed the apprehenﬁon already entertain-
ed of his intentions. Let his Lordfhip’s
filence proceed from whatever caufe, he
treated Mr. Leycefter’s minute with great
indifference ; and, provoked with feemg
his declaration fo warmly oppofed by
that gentleman, he feemed refolved to
terminate the debate in a manmer that
{hould moft injure the gentleman who had
expofed his Lordfhip’s indifcretion, in be-
traying his fentiments on fuch a fubject.
After allowing Mr. Leycefter’s minute to
lay unnoticed forten days, fo that the fub-
ject of the debate became fully known in
town, and exaggerated with all the embel-
hﬂlments which frequent repetition, and
mens natural anxieties on a point of fuch
general concernment were fure to raife,
Lord Clive, General Carnac and Mr.
Verellt feem to have come agreed in a
determination to fufpend Mr. Leycefter
thc fervxce, as evxdcn’dy appeared  from

the
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the courfe of that day’s proceedings.
They brought their feveral minutes ready
prepared, and numbered as they were to
be entered. . The fentence of fufpenfion
was wrote before the Councilmet; and,ina
moft unprecedented manner, a paragraph
was alfo brought ready wrote for a general
letter, to be fent two or three months
afterwards, with their fentiments and
detail for your information, anticipating
in their private refolutions the determina-
tion of the Board. - Stronger proofs cannot
be given of his Lordfhip’s intent to take
advantage of his occafional majority ;
though it is a meafure he himfelf hereto-
fore condemned inothers, as may be col-
leéted from the fevere, though unjuft
cenfure he threw upon the gentlemen who
voted for compleating the number of the
Members of Councilk We beg leave to
refer to the proceedings of the 28th Octo-
ber, 4th November, and to Mr. Leycefter’s
letter, in confequence of his fufpenfion,
for a full explanation of all this proceed-
ing, entered in confultation -of the 5th
December ; and fhall only further add,
that Mr. Leycefter was condemned un-
heard ; that a minute he feveral times
. - offered
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offered to be read in courfe of debate,
was rejected by the Prefident, till the
minutes of himfelf and friends were read,
_ and the fentiments of the Board colleted,
and that the gentlemen who'had been ac-
cufed, fet in judgment on their accufer,
and formed the majority who fufpended
him.

To a meafure fo arbitrary and unjuit,
thofe members of the Board who were un-~
biafled by party fhowed their difappro-
bation by their diffents. ~ Mr. Gray, now
the only remaining member of thofe whom
Lord Clive feemed to confider as obnoxi-
ous to him, conceived, from the trea-
ment Mr. Leycefter had met with, that
he might foon expect the fame fate, from
the plan of  the party formed in fupport
of Lord Clive. He faw, with concern,
that Board, which ought to deliberate on
the meafures proper for your interefts,
gratifying their own refentments, throw-
ing obloquy on men who had ferved you
with honour and fidelity, in order to en-
hance their own merits and qualifications;
though perhaps it may appear to you,
they promote their own power, rather

than confult the Company’s advantage.
He
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He faw himfelf and the independent mem-
bers of the Board deprived of that fhare
in the management of your affairs which,
from the tenor of your orders, he confi-
dered as his right ;- and which {eem now,
as if intended only to be conferred on
thofe who pay a moft implicit fubmif-
{fion to the fentiments and dictates of the
Prefident.  Heartily difgufted, therefore,
with the maxims adopted, he preferred a
refignation to an abject compliance with
meafures his heart could not approve of.
He accordingly took his leave of the Board
in a minute, delivered in the 4th Novem-
ber, to which we beg leave particularly to
refer you. However, that no ill conftruc-
tion fhould be put on Mr. Gray’s abdi-
cation at that time, he defired the en-
quiries into his condudt, begun by Lord
Clive, fhould be continued. What "has
been fince done in thefe enquiries Mr. .
Gray has but a day or two been informed
of, and therefore has not yet been able to
make any reply.
The independent members of the Board
being out of the fervice, Lord Clive feems
‘now to have an eftablithed majority link-
¢d to him by the ftrongeft ties. General
- Carnac
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Carnac is avowedly attached to Lord Clive;
as muft appear in the flrongeft as well as
moft extraordinary light, when that fud-
den and extreme change in his opinion
of things, produced immediately on his
Lordfhip’s arrival, -be’ confidered. We
need only defire you will compare Gene-
ral Carnac’s minutes during the time of
Mr. Vanfittart’s government, and his fen-
timents before Lord Clive’s arrival, with
His prefent acquicfcence in his Lordfhip’s

" meafures ; particularly -thofe relative to
rhe country government, to convince you
of the truth of this,

General Carnac, on a former occafion,
avas of opinion, that to give the officers
-of the Nabob’s government an authority
over Eurepean agents, and even over
Black Gomaftahs, was difhonourable to
our nation, and fubmitting to an oppref-
fion. ‘Mr, Verelft was, but a few months
ago, of opinion, that European agents
were far more cligible than Black Goma-

" ftahs, and that they ought by no means
to be recalled. Yet now we find both
thefe gentlemen concurring in opinion,
that European agents are a {ource of op-
preflion, and an occafion of alarm to the

natives 3
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natives; -and have refolved, that thofe
Europeans who go up on the fervice of
the Society of Trade, and of courfe will
at all times be under the orders of the
members of the Board, fhall in every dif-
pute appeal to the arbitrary decifion of
the officers of the country government..
It may be- alledged, that the change of
the fyftem of government may occafionan
alteration of circumftances: but we do
not, allow any fuch change has taken
place as to alter the manners and difpo-
fitions of the people, who can be no fur-
ther fenfible of change than, that Maho-
med Reza Cawn is the head, inftead of
Najum o> Dowlah. When the members
of our own government exprefs fenti-
ments of fuch contempt for their own
countrymen, we cannat expect, that the
natives will entertain any regard or re-
fpect for them: but, on the contrary,
catching the idea from fuch declarations,
will confider them as caufes of debate, and
objeéts of their hatred ; and will takeevery

opportunity to injure and infult them.
The ample provifion made for Mr.
Verellt and Mr. Sykes, evinces how much
Lord Clive has it in‘his power to indulge
C C ) thofe:
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thofe who, coinciding with him in fenti«
ment, are {fo happy as to gain his Lord-
fhip’s approbation and favour. He feems,
thierefore, to have cftablithed a power
that, as'we conceive, gives him too great
a fivay, not only over meafures, but the
“declaration of opinions; for to many it
‘will appear inconvenient, if not danger-
ous to deliver fentiments different from
his Lordifhip’s, as they may apprehend it
a means of incurring his difpleafure, at
the expence of their future profpeéts. A
{yitem that may reduce your fervants ta
a ftate of dependenceon your Governors,
tends only to render your Councils ufe-
lefs and unnecellary; unlefs to give a
{fantion to meafures, by implicidy ap-
proving whatever they are pleafed to pro-
ofe.

Whether the objeét of Lord Clive’s re-
formation is the reducing your Council
to a ftate of dependence on himfelf, and
affuming into his own hands all their
powers, will appear to you from the te-
nor of his conduét. He has promoted
and indulged thofe who have fupported
him in the authority he has affiimed ; and
we have already pointed out to you how

he
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he has demieaned himfelf towards thofe
who have differed from him in opinion.
Of his refentments we have given you
fome inftances. We fhall only mention
one example of his partiality to friends,
in the inftance of General €arnac; when
during’ the courfe of enquiries into Mr.
Gray’s condudt, General Garnac afked Mr.
Gray, if he knew of the covenants when
he accepted the prefent from the Nabob?
implying thereby, that if he did know, he
ought not to have received it. Mr. Gray,
in return, demanded of the General, if
he had received a prefent from Bulwant-
fing, whether he did not know of the co=
venarits then ; and if ic was not at a time
when he ‘was actually fettling with that
Rajah for the revenues of his country?
Had his Lordfhip been actuated by a real
impartiality; and defire of reforming a-
bufes, fuich an imputation would never
have been fuffered to remain unnoticed:
but it was not for his Lordthip’s purpofe
to point out the want of difintereftednefs
in his friends, which he appears defirous
to difcover in his oppofers. When Ge-
neral Carnac left Calcutta to command the
army, in January 1765, his firft letter to

Cc 2 the
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the Board was to exprefs his difapproba-
tion of any treaty with Bulwantfing, con-
fidering him as a man on whofe attach—
ment we could have no reliance. Pre-
vious to this, the Board had declared
their diflike alfo to any conneétion with
Bulwantfing ; and that, if the command-
ing officer had not already entered into a
treaty with him, it was their defire that
he fhould nots Notwithftanding this con-
formity of fentiment, one of the firft fteps
the General took, after he reached the
army, was to enter into frefh articles
with Bulwantfing, which were ratified be-
fore the Board gave their concurrence:
and does not the General leave room to
fuppofe, from his filence touching Mr.
Gray’s queftions, that it was on this oc-
cafion he either received or was promifed
the prefent from Bulwantfing, amount-
ing to a very large fum? We muft here
mention that the covenants were drawn
out for all your {ervants on this eftablifh-
ment, civil as well as military, dated the
gth May. Thofe for the officers were
fent up to the army : and though Gene-
ral Carnac called on his officers to exe-
cute theirs, yet we believe he has not to
: this
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-this day figned them himfelf; at leaft he
did not execate them at the fame time,
*nor had he figned them a few days ago.
So glaring a partiality requires a very
particular explanation, efpecially when
his Lordfhip has carried his defire of fee-
ing the covenants put into execution over
others to fuch a length, as to bind up the
hands of ‘even the furgeons in the fervice
from receiving prefents-from the depen-
dants of the government, whofe profeffion
.excludes them from any fhare of admi-
niftration, and whofe advantages arife
<hiefly from prefents, in confideration of
their care and attendance.

We muft here take notice of - a fource
of power and influence which any go-
vernor, in the prefent ftate of affairs, has
over your other fervants, that of ftopping
the trade in the country of any who be-
come obnoxious to him. His authority
over theofficersofthe government willlead
them eagerly to anticipatehis refentments,
and a hint to them will fuffice. = The
-correfpondence with the officers being
confined to the governor, he has it in
his option to give what private orders
he pleafes, and which would be certainly

obeyed,
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obeyed, without his name ever appearing:
Such is his power over the inhabitants of
this country : and fuch the nature of the
people, that every one will be ready to
bear teftimony to whatever they think
will be agreeable to him: Thus he bears
the moft abfolute command over the trade
and fortunes of your fervants without
controul, which appears to us a very
dangerous fivay.

Hitherto, notwithftanding the vacancies
which have lately happened in council,
no meafures are taken to fill them up;
whillt the number of Members of the
Board in Calcutta is too fimall to fill the
different offices heretofore allotted them,
or to complete the Scle¢t Committee’s
own plan of reduction. We can afcribe
no reafon for this, unlefs it is intended to
purfue the fame fyftem in the appointment
of the Members of the Board, which has
been done in other branches. The fuc-
ceflion to Council may probably be render-
ed dependent on Lord Clive: the nomi-
nation to which, with all pofts of advan-
tage, he will naturally beftow as a matter
of favour and intereft : and as more com-
phance may be expected from thofe gene

tlemen
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‘tlemen called to the Board out of their
rank, who muft neceflarily confider them-
felves obliged to Lord Clive for their
-promotion, than from thofe who will con-
{ider their fucceeding to the vacant feats as
matter of right, fo we apprchend that
the gentlemen who, by your appointment,
ftand firft in the lift of fucceflion, run the
greateft rifque of being injured and de-
prived of their right. The juftice of this
remark muft depend on the event: but
it is not, we think, unnatural to fuppofe
Lord Clive will committhis deviation
from your orders, when, in our fenfe of
them, he has fo far-exceeded their bounds
already, thatitwould feem as if he thought
himfelf far fuperior to them, and indif-
ferent to the opinion you entertain of
his condutt,

We are unwilling to trefpafs longer on
your patience, by enumerating further
inftances of the power exercifed in the
prefent fyftem of government, as we be-
lieve what we have mentioned will be {uf-
ficient to give you a true idea of the oc-
cafion of our differences in opinion from
Lord Clive. The difregard paid to your
orders, and f{ubverfion of the regu]ations

. b
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by which your fettlement has heretofore
- been governed, affords, we think, a
precedent that may prove fatal to your
affairs.  We hope very foon for an oppor-
tunity to reprefent what further occurs
upon this fubject in perfon, being forced,
by the conduct of your Prefident, from
this {ettlement ; where we have fuffered
many hardfhips in your fervice, and have
made it our ftudy to promote the welfare
and intereft of our mafters to the utmoft
of our power and ability. The injuries
and wrongs we have. ourfelves received,
we {ubmit. entirely to your candour and
juftice: but we cannot conclude without
exprefling our uneafine(s for the ftate of
your fettlement and fituation of your
fervants, fubjected to the will and plea-
fure of gentlemen who thus deviate from
your - eftablifhed rules, and employ the
power you have put into their hands in a
manner, as we apprehend, fo contray to
your intentions.

The above was all wrote, and we were
on the point of clofing this addrefs, when
letters came in from Madrafs, advifing of
a-circumftance that has thrown the fettle-
ment into a flame: it appears, that the

Selcé!h
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Select Committee have invited to take
rank in your fervice at Bengal, four of
the Madrafs fervants, who are now on
their way hither. This meafure is fo
glaring a proof of the truth of our fore-
going remarks, and apprehenfions of the
power aflumed by Lord Clive and the
Committee, that we cannot help pointing
it out to you. We confider this as the
moft dangerous ftep that could poflibly
have been taken; for we cannot find,
either from your commifiion of govern-
ment or from a reference to your former
orders, that you ever conferred on your
Prefidents and Councils a power of ap-
pointing civil fervants, far lefs of calling
gentlemen from another eftablifhment to
fill up vacated feats at the Board. Without
depreciating the merits of the gentlemen
now invited, on their own eftablithment, "
we may venture to aflert, that their inex-
perience in your concerns here muft ren-
der them lefs qualified to ferve youin fuch
high ftations, than your fervants whohave
been long engaged in promoting your
interefts in Bengal ; and in age and ftand-
ing in your fervice, fome of the gentlemen
who are now called down from Madrafy

Dd are.
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are not ﬁipcuor on their own ‘eftablifh-
ment to-'thofe now fuperfeded in this,
And upon a compaui‘on of the fift of&y our
blithment; it appears, that the olde{t ‘erter
in Bengal is the 27th from Council, the
oldeft writer at Madrafs is alfo the 2%th,

including the four gentlemen naow éalled
down : and of feven years ftanding there
are twenty in Bencral and twenty-one at
Madrafs.

‘When merit is alledged as the reafon for
promotion, it affords a pretext for partia-
liy in'the choice, more efpecm]ly when the
‘power of promoting réfts in the hands of
a few, whofe proceedings are kept fecret,
and who will not publickly declare their
reafons. The abufe of authority in fo un-
heard-of, ‘and illegal an appointment, the
infult ‘and mdlgmty done to a whole fet-
tlement, the fpirit of ‘diffenfion it muft
foment, and the dxf'couragement it muft
give 'to thac zeal in you fervants which is
the furcft*fource of vonr fuccefs, are all
circumftances too 6bvious o elcape your
confideration, We may ventufe to pro-
nounce, that the meafure is by no means
calculated for your ﬂdvantage, though it

may
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may promife to fecure Lord Clive a fma<
jority in Council that will approve of;, and
coincide in all his meafures; fince thefe
gentlemen will probably confider them-
felves bound in gratitude ta fiupport that
power which raifed them, as his-lordthip
muft the refolution he has had the princi=
palfhare in effe¢ting: 'We leave it to you
to determine, whether it is probable Lord
Clive himfelf can deem this a ftep calcu-
lated for the interefts of the Company,
afterthe declaration of his fentiments made,
to yout in his addvefs of the 27th April,
£764. He there declares it his opinion,
that the fuperceflion of your Bengal fer-
vants from another fettlement was the
fource of the unfortunate parties and
difcontents that had prevailed in Calcutta ;
that the appointment of Mr. Spencer from
Bombay could not fail to increafe thofe
evils, and that the Company s affairs could
only profper from unanimity and har-
mony amongft the fervants abroad. Is
it poflible but that he muft conceive
the fame caufe will flill produce the fame
effects? that he can confider a meafire
right in him which he thought wrong in
his mafters ? or that he can even expect

Dda an
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an acquiefcénce to his will and pleafure
in’this point, which he feemed to think
you, our mafters, had no reafon to look
for? -

The civil fervants in all your prefi-
dencies have heretofore confidered you
as the fole arbiters of rank and ftanding ;
they have hitherto deemed themfelves in-
debted to your favour for the ftations
which you were pleafed to allot them;
and they have, till now, been fupported
by you in a regular gradation, except in
extraordinary cafes, where, on perfect
convidtion, you might be forced to de-
viate from the rules you yourfelves had
laid down. Does not Lord Clive appear,
in this inftance, to aflume to himfelf this
power and prerogative, and to be turh-
ing the fource of dependence from you
to himfelf? If your fervants lay thus at
his devotion, be you the judges whofe
intereft and views they will moft readily
promote. The body of fervants fenfibly
feeling this unmerited injury and dif-
grace, look forward, with firm affurance
of obtaining redrefs from you: and your
countenance to, or difapprobation of this.

meafure
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meafure muft determine whom they are:
to confider as their mafters.

The fervants having on - this fubject
drawn up an appeal to you, Lord Clive
has taken care to exprefs his difpleafure
at this meafure, by intimating to feveral,
it would have been better if they had not
fubferibed to it.  If he confiders it as a
meafure right in itfelf, or as one that you
would approve, we do not think he would
have ufed any means to dif¢ourage his
fellow-fervants from complaining, of what
they think an. injury, to their common
mafters. The fervants, on all occafions,
fhould place the firmeft reliance on your
candor and juftice; and to prefume to
difcountenance an intercourfe -you have
ever admitted, is fuch an attempt to con-
ceal from you the ideas men have of this
proceeding, as cannot poffibly efcape your
notice.

Senfible of the many favours and bene-
fits we have received in your fervice, we
beg leave once more to exprefs our moft
grateful acknowledgments. We fhall be
very folicitous to find, that our fervices
have met with your approbation, and

fhall
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thall'ever entertain the moft fervent wifhes
;. for the welfare and profperity of the Com-
. pany’s affairs.
A We have the honour to be, with the
utmoft refpect,

Honourable Sirs,

Your moft faithful,

moft devoted,
and moft obedient,

humble fervants,

: Rarpu LEYCESTER,
(Signed,) {GEORGE Gray.

Fort William, r4th January 1466.
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