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PREFACE.

Bacon announced some centuries ago,
that Nature had ceased to dispense novelties.
“ Nothing new can be either found or done,
read or related: nothing new but as the
moon is new, the old moon with her face
turned the other way.” Time has endorsed
this observation,-and the truth of the vene-

rable saw touching the superiority of “old

»
b

books, old wine, old friends, and old
(I forget the fourth, but don’t think it is
“old wom‘én,”) becomes daily more patent.
The following pages consequently cannot be
expected to contain anything new, otherwise -
than as an old picture in a fresh light is

new.



Vil PREFACE,

Coffee-planting and Buddhism, elephant-
shooting and leeches, are probably as familiar
to many as cricket or crotchet.

“ Friend, be not tedious,” said the Rajah
of Travancore to a Christian missionary, in
the sixteenth century, “remember life is short.”
I have’ endeavoured to pay due attention to
this admirable advice; and if what I have
written be wearisome, the. offence can scarcely
be visited on the quantity.

It has been laid to the charge of many
authors, “ that they deprive themselves of
sleep, in order to procure it for their readers.”
I plead a conscientious “ not guilty ” to this
allegation. * Blessed be the man who in-
vented sleep,” says the immortal Squire ; and
blessed be he, I repeat, who imparts it by
any means, whether Doctor, Preacher, Author,

or Bore.

Loxpox,
Oct. 15, 1854.
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AND THE TENT. 2r

nondescripts of their topknots, it would, on the
other hand, be a benefit to society in general, and
to those opposed to hyacinthine curls for the
genus komo in particular: When watching those
mincing conceited creatures sitting in groups,
combing and anointing their long back hair, I
have felt infinitely more disgust at their occu-
pation, than I ever experienced in viewing the
amicable phrenological. investigations mutually
exchanged by Italian beggars at Naples and else-
~ where; and I have often longed, like “Katha-
rina,” to perform * with a three-legged stool” the
same operation on their noddles, that they were
performing with the genuine shell.

- Most strangers have heard of the number and
the varieties of precious stones in’ the Island of
Ceylon, but the reality, as presented to them at
Galle, must far exceed their most sanguine ex-
pectations. Plates of emeralds, rubies, sapphires,
topaz, cats’ eyes, &c. &c., are offered for sale in a
profusion and of a size that remind one of those
plucked by Aladdin in the enchanted garden.
The seediést of Mussulman and Cingalese haw-
kers produce from the filthiest of turbans and
petticoats the most resplendent of jewels. The
unwary traveller, although attracted and admiring,
probably begins by being very wary and cautious,
and pook pooks every stone, good, bad, or indif-
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AND THE TENT. 31

perfectly healthy, that of rivers is equally deadly.
This apparent contradiction of the usual laws of
nature is accounted for by two reasons. The tanks
are covered with various aquatic plants, which, by
a kind Providence, are made to serve not only
as filterers and purifiers of the water itself; but
even as consumers of a considerable portion of
the noxious exhalations, that would otherwise
poison the neighbourhood. The banks of rivers,
on the contrary, are rife with fever: the cause
assigned for it is, that during the rainy seasons
they swell to a great size, and collect the vege-
table matter of a large extent of country, but
owing to the rapidity with which they fall at the
commencement of the dry season, and the winding
and intricate nature of their course, the streams
are unable to clear themselves, and this accumu-
lation is left to decay in its bed, and infect
the surrounding country. There exists also
another reason—the beds of the Ceylon rivers
are almost invariably composed of sand, and the
stream, instead of sweeping down the decomposed
vegetable matter it holds in its waters, as must be
the case in hard-bedded rivers, percolates through
the sand, leaving the poisonous matter on the sur-
face exposed to the burning rays of the tropical
sun,




































AND THE TENT. 43

ging him at full speed across any open ground
that presented itself, was enough to have enraged
any other mortal. The man used indeed occa-
sionally to look at me with a piteous imploring
air, as if inquiring “ what am I to do?” but I
never once saw him strike or revenge himself on
the pony in any way; and I feel convinced a con-
siderable amount of affection existed between the
two.

According to the Cingalese doctrine of metem-
- psychosis, the spirits that have behaved badly in
the human shape, are shifted into the form of
some domestic animal, and those that have done
well, into that of a wild animal ; the most dreaded
of all changes being that into a woman. If ever,
in the course of these transmigrations, the spirit
of Punchy animates the bulk and might of an
elephant, he will be a “rogue” of the worst
description, and I can only pity those sportsmen
or villagers that chance to fall in his way. I
have been thus tedious and particular in my
description of Punchy and his peculiarities, as
a very considerable amount of my amusement, as
well as annoyance, during the trip, arose from his
vagaries; and I am convinced the coolies will re-
member the “thin Sahib’s” (as I was christened)
pony, long after all remembrance of the * thin
Sahib” himself has faded from their minds.
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CHAPTER V.

TAMUL PRINCES—INSURRECTION OF 1848—LORD TORRINGTON'S
POLICY—BUDDHIST PRIEST.

TeE cruelty and oppression of these kings, up
to the time of their overthrow by the British, in
the present century, was incredibly barbarous ;
and no history that I am acquainted with, not
even that of Imperial Rome, contains narrations of
such unnatural and systematic brutality. Mothers
engaged in the pleasing task of pounding their
offspring to death in mortars; state prisoners
buried up to the neck, with the king and his
friends playing at bowl at their heads, till some
fortunate blow deprived the wretched sufferers of
life: elephants treading criminals to death; im-
palements and disembowelings, were, if the old
chronicles are to be believed, of every day occur-
rence in the capital, and excited no excessive
enmity or disgust on the part of the moANol, against
their foreign rulers. The descendants of these
kings still exist ; but though pensioned by Govern-
ment, they are not allowed to reside in the island.




































AND THE TENT. 65

to have been absorbed, body and soul, into a
divine essence, which is an indefinite object of
Buddhist faith, most impossible to explain to any
one not previously understanding it. This divine
essence exerts no influence on the inhabitants of
the world, either for good or evil, but possesses
the power of absorbing the souls of all those who
have attained perfection, and will, in the course
of time, unite in its perfect essence all the good
that is now, and has been, scattered amongst the
inhabitants, since the world was first peopled. If
any one can understand and explain the Buddhist
faith from this, he must be a man of genius or
imagination.














































































AND THE TENT, 91

which the little boy found in distinguishing
Pharaoh from his host, in the peep-show, people
of an inquiring turn of mind must follow the very
sensible advice of the showman, and select just
which they please. 'There is no doubt that if the
serpent had any hand in banishing our first parents
from their Isldnd Paradise, his seed has rejoiced
and gloried in his triumph ever since.

Uniting the two undeniable facts, that Ceylon
possesses more snakes and less agricultural know-
ledge than any other part of the world, one might
almost be led to imagine that Triptolemus, when
he had finished his tour of agrarian instruction,
turned his team of flying serpents loose in Ceylon,
but omitted to leave with them at the same time
any knowledge of his art.














































































AND THE TENT. 117

fibrous and indigestible of cocks can be converted
into the most delicious and tender of chickens.
Beef is certainly to be had occasionally, as is
also mutton, but the difficulty is to eat it when
procured; as is invariably the case in warm
climates, the meat has neither the flavour nor
succulence of that of more temperate regions.
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ladies and gentlemen have the power of emitting
light; it is infinitely more beautiful than the
glow-worm, inasmuch as it continues flitting and
changing its position, enhancing its brilliancy,
and rendering the fairy-like illusion more com-
plete. .

An imaginative person might construct an
allegory of married life from these peculiarities
in insects of the same nature. The former, he
would compare to the fixed, unchanging affection
of the plain, homely wife, constant, and always
endeavouring to withdraw her wandering spouse
from more seductive attractions; the latter, to
the flashing brilliancy of assured beauty, which,
careless of all but the admiration of the moment,
flits gaily from flower to flower, coveted and ca-
ressed, and, like the ignis fatuus, is now dancing
before and now behind the object, pursuing, lead-
ing him a weary chase, and when secured, proving
not unfrequently a disagreeable little insect, with
a very sharp sting. Whether is most worthy
of admiration, the constant glow-worm or the
flirting firefly, I must leave to others of more
experience in such matters to determine.
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detachment of rifles, attend to keep the peace,—
for large assemblies, even when meeting for the
purpose of celebrating the rites of religion, are
not always animated by good motives, and at
Kataragam serious disturbances have very fre-
quently occurred.

On mustering our following” next morning,
preparatory to commencing the march, I was
quite startled at their number. Four of us,
carrying each merely one change of raiment, and
scarcely any luxuries but liquids, required forty
coolies, four. horsekeepers, and five servants,—in
all fifty men, to attend on four. One saw in
a moment how easy it is to account for the
millions who are said to have followed Sen-
‘nacherib and Xerxes, and from the nature of
the crowd, one could at once appreciate the ease
with which small compact bodies of disciplined
men overthrew and annihilated those eastern

hordes.
The coolies carry on an average from fifty to

sixty pounds, and when tolerably seasoned about
the feet, and free from fever, will travel from
sixteen to twenty miles a-day for weeks together.
They are very willing men, but the most accom-
plished humbugs imaginable. A cooly will come
to you, apparently suffering agonies, if not actually
dying, and it requires a very thorough knowledge
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Europe to equal; each grain is distinct and dry,
and perfectly soft, in the place of being sloshy
and stuck together in lumps as in England. Our
coolies had formed messes of threes and fours
amongst men of the same caste. They are very
particular in respect to eating with any of an
inferior caste, and will not touch what has been
cooked by a low-caste man.

The chief number of our coolies were Gentoos,
who are an offshoot of the Hindoo religion, and
most particular in this matter; there were also
several Mahrattas from Kandeish, whose caste
was very free and easy, and who devoured rotten
fish, elephant-gorged pigs, or any other high-
seasoned dainties that came to their lot “with
equal indifference; they were perfectly distinct
from the other coolies, both in the cut of their
hair and also in not using any ornamental paint.

The Gentoos daub the face with wood ashes, or,
if they can procure it, with the ashes of calves’
dung boiled in milk. They ordinarily perform
this ceremony after meals; it is a propitiatory
proceeding in honour of one of their three deities,
Brahma, Vishnu, or Seeva: the perpendicular
streak is in honour of Seeva, the destroyer; the
horizontal one in that of Vishnu, the preserver.

Our coolies, though none of them of very high
caste, were distinguished by several minor pecu-
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if even a Brahmin was sharp set with hunger, and
found himself in the position of surreptitiously
gratifying his craving with knuckle of ham and a
flask of sherry, he would not hesitate very long.
—¢Publish it not in the streets of Askalon.”
They themselves have two proverbs to this effect :
“To serve his belly, man will play any game ;”
and “ A hungry stomach knows no caste.” In
drinking at a stream, the coolies illustrate to the
letter the description of the three hundred men
of Gideon who “lapped, putting their hands to
their mouths.” Although our followers displayed
no want of respect to us, their masters, they
nevertheless considered us as low-caste men, all
travellers and cripples, ez officio, coming under
that denomination. '
July12th.—Started about daybreak,and marched
till about 10 A.m. when we halted for breakfast.
Travelling in company with loaded coolies is
excessively fatiguing ; you cannot progress above
two miles and a half an hour, and have to halt
continually to.give them rest. We passed the
track of elephants, the first symptoms of the
propinquity of the giant of the woods we had yet
seen; we were told they had been trumpeting in
considerable numbers during the night, but we
had not heard them.
At breakfast we had a slight fracas’ with the
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the arborescent ferns that are supposed to have
abounded so largely in the carboniferous era
of the secondary period. The grasses also of
the low country of Ceylon attain an enormous
size, not unfrequently being twenty feet in
height.
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198 THE BUNGALOW

a verdict of felo de se. It appears to me that the
animal stings itself in its agony, but without pre-
meditation.

In the morning I attended the lesson of the
young elephant I have already mentioned. He
was very obstinate, but succumbed to persuasion
when force was quite useless. He was very
hungry, having been nearly starved for several
days, though the affected deliberation with which
he took the grass offered to him was really
amusing,—like a spoilt child who has been crying
for a bun, and then, when he gets it, pretends not
to want it in the least.

24



AND THE TENT, 199

CHAPTER XVII.

RUINED TANKS—THOUGHTS OR OIVILIZATION—REMARKABLE RUINS—
PEA-FOWL—APOO—RED KITE.

Nor finding that the sport at Condivettam
equalled our anticipations, we started about mid-
day for another jungle, distant some eight or ten
miles. The first five miles lay down stream, and
I think it was one of the hottest and most fa-
tiguing marches I ever remember. The sand was
so loose, that we sank to the ankles at every step,
and the glare and refraction equalled that of
Egypt’s most burning plains. The fatigue of the
coolies was most painful to witness, more espe-
cially as several had sickened with fever and
dysentery, and were very weak ; one in particular
was dangerously ill. ‘
After leaving the river, our route skirted seve-
ral ruined tanks, some of very large size, seven or
eight miles in circumference. I suppose there is
no country in the world, of equal size, which can
show so many remains of works of irrigation and
past civilization as Ceylon. Cingalese historians
affirm that there were formerly 200,000 artificial






























AND THE TENT. 209

no mistake; and that if Sawmy did not protect
him, why he must give up.” Sawmy on the spot
granted his prayer, and immediately put the
spectacles on his hood, the sight of which deters
the kite, however hungry, from regaling himself
on the cobra or his friends.

The coolies’v‘vere sickening fast ; and, notwith-
standing a most liberal allowance of castor oil,
and opium, chalk and ginger, one poor fellow
seemed getting worse, and his state was anything
but satisfactory. We had some strong soup made
of the turtle for him, but he refused to take it on
account of his caste. We insisted on his doing so,
calling it physic; but he would not swallow it,
returning it from his mouth almost immediately.



























































































































250 THE BUNGALOW

companions, the elephant and the hog, are far
beyond him.. These wretches were the most
degraded and most miserable of the human race
I had yet seen; even offers of money, that
omnipotent unanswerable argument, failed to in-
duce them to exert their unstrung sinews, they
would not be persuaded by any offer of reward
to cut grass for our horses, or climb a tree
to throw down cocoa-nuts. It is curious, that,
fifteen miles from this indolent set, should be
located the energetic, hard-working, healthy race
of Moormen; the contrast between them is to be
traced to the difference of breed, and to the de-
grading effect of Buddhism, the most contemptible
form of worship the world has ever seen.




































262 THE BUNGALOW

The elephants did not ¢ show,” but kept up an
animated concert during the night, calling and
answering each other. One could almost imagine
that they were questioning one another about the
strangers who had so unexpectedly appeared in
their neighbourhcod.













































AND THE TENT. 277

have been squatting for any length of time in one
spot, you might almost fancy they had all been
suffering from severe bleeding at the nose. The
extent to which the habit of chewing betel existed
in bygone years, may be gathered from the fact,
that in the city of Kanouje, a former capital of
Hindostan, which was destroyed by the firebrand,
Mahmoud of Ghuznee, somewhere about the time
of our Norman William, there were 30,000 ven-
dors of betel. Whether betel, as is asserted by
the learned, is the Malabathrum mentioned by
Horace,* I cannot take upon myself to deter-
mine; but I should think it improbable.

* Horace, Ode ii. 7. Pliny, xii. 26.
















































AND THE TENT. 293

the elephant at some distance; he broke away
at once, and we followed him at our best pace;
it was very severe running ; in fact, as hard as we
could lay legs to the ground. After a smart
burst, the elephant beat us fairly, and was very
soon beyond pursuit; he was in a hideous fright,
and fear seemed to have lent him wings, for he
went almost as fast as a horse.
























AND THE TENT, 301

of Major Rogers, the prince of elephant shots,
the slayer of thousands, I believe. He had taken
refuge with some ladies in a bungalow about
half-way between Badula and Newera Elia, and
went out into the verandah to ascertain if the
storm had ceased; he had scarcely crossed the
threshold, when he dropped down dead. On
examination it was discovered that the electric
fluid had entered at the heel, probably or possibly
attracted by his spurs, and had caused instan-
taneous death. It was a singular death for a
man who had for years expé)sed himself to the
dangers of elephant shooting, and whose escapes
and adventures are almost fabulous. On one
occasion an elephant caught him with his trunk,
and placing him between his fore and hind feet,
tossed him from one to the other for a con-
siderable space of time, breaking his thigh and
several ribs during the amusement ; Major Rogers
preserved his presence of mind through this
frightful situation of peril, and remained perfectly
motionless, feigning death. The elephant, when
satisfied with tossing him about, placed him in
front, and prepared to kneel upon him ; they
happened to be on a slight incline, and Major
Rogers retained sufficient consciousness to avail
himself of this position; for whencver the elephant
(0]
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sionally occur, they are rare in the extreme, and
even then, are scarcely matters of envy.

A very distressing accident, attended with futal
results, occurred on the Neilgherry Hills, imme-
diately on my leaving Ceylon. A Captain W——,
who, with excessive foolhardiness, had attacked an
elephant alone, when unsupported by spare guns
or other sportsmen, tripped and fell whilst re-
treating from one he had wounded, when just as
he was rising, the animal hurried up, and with
deliberation placed his foot upon him, and lean-
ing his whole weight, crushed all semblance of
humanity from him.

Our morning’s march was rather a severe one,
We halted at an old Brahmin or Buddhist temple,
consisting of a cave scooped out of the soft rock,
and ornamented with figures of many-headed and
many-armed little gods, with spindle-shanks and
unlimited corporations ; there were also little
wooden images of gods and inscriptions, and
altogether it realized to the letter Shakspeare’s
description of

“ A hallow’d, gloomy cave, with moss o’ergrown,
Where antique images by priests were kept,

And wooden deities securely slept ;
The temple join'd of Nature’s pumice-stone.”

There was also a pyramidal, or rather obeliscal -
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surprise, however, he crossed in the most careful
gingerly manner, obeying his horsekeeper in every
respect. I have seen some rather ticklish passes in
Switzerland and South America, but I have never
seen horses cross any that, to all appearance, was
so dangerous, if not impassable, as this.

We camped, after a long day’s journey, at a
Cingalese village, prettily situated at the edge of
the jungle, and shaded and adorned by groves of
areca and taliput palms. The former is the most
graceful of all the palm tribe. It attains the
height of the cocoa-nut, some fifty or seventy
feet, with a stem not one-fourth of its circum-
ference; its excessive slightness and elasticity
causes it to describe every imaginable segment
and arc. It can even be bent to the ground, and
this suppleness afforded the Cingalese kings a
novel, and to them, I have no doubt, a very
amusing kind of torture; it was not, by-the-bye,
an entirely original idea, as Alexander the Great
punished Bessus who slew Darius in the like
manner; the amusement consisted in bending the
tops of two trees together, and tying the leg of
a criminal to each; the trees were then suddenly
allowed to fly back, dividing the victim, and each
taking its half of the ‘ merry-thought.” The
areca-nut is gathered by children, who ascend

o3



306 THE BUNGALOW

these supple trees with ropes in the same manner
as their full-grown parents do the cocoa-nuts.
The taliput or palmyra palm, the very opposite in
every respect to the areca, is even more wonderful
in its nature and in its endless appliances. The
eight hundred uses of the palmyra palm have
been enumerated by eastern poets, but unfor-
tunately, or rather fortunately for the reader,
I have forgotten them. Its chief utility, however,
is derived from its leaves, which in Ceylon are
really used in everything, from tiling a roof to
roofing a tile, from a house to a hat, and from a
fan to an umbrella; they serve equally as tents,
carpets, books, &c. &c. It is a squat palm, and
grows slowly for many years, till, when some
half century old, it suddenly springs up to a
considerable height, and bursting with a loud
report, spreads around numerous nuts, from which
arisc future trees. This unnatural effort on the
part of the parent tree, like that of the queen ant
or queen bee, is fatal; and the palm, like the
fabled Pheenix-tree, dies immediately afterwards.
The leaves attain a circumference of from thirty
to forty feet, and possess a peculiar fibrous arrange-
ment that allows of their being folded up like a
fan without cracking. All the Palee books are
written upon them.
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The apathy and insouciance of these lowland
Cingalese was this evening most remarkable and
annoying. Our coolies were much fatigued with
the day’s work, and after pitching the camp, and
lighting their camp fires, were considerably ¢ used
up.” Scores of lazy, half-starved villagers were
loafing about, and we tried to persuade them, with
offers of money, and even powder and lead, to
cut our grass, but in vain; no temptation of future
benefit could overcome their dislike to present
labour, however small.

Next day’s march was tedious, but lay through
some remarkably pretty country, and our camping
place, by the rocky shore of a rapid mountain
stream, was one of the most picturesque we had
yet selected. _

We reached Badula on the following day. Our
route for a considerable distance lay through a
grove of guava trees, the fruit of which, notwith-
standing their immaturity and acidity, were de-
vourcd by the coolies in quantities that set one’s
teeth on edge, and gave one a dolore di pancha
merely to witness.

Not being very anxious to gratify our followers’
longings for an opportunity of spending their six
weeks’ savings in debauch and drunkenness at
Badula, we passed through the town without
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The forty miles’ ride to Newera Elia was up
hill the whole way, and very tedious: the last
twelve miles were rendered even more agreeable
by a tempest of wind, driving showers of rain
right through you, in at one side and out at
the other. Punchy, too, was especially annoy-
ing, and it required more endurance and patience
than I possess not to lose temper with him.
Every time I arranged my plaid, to try and
ward off some portion of the deluge, he managed,
by rearing, kicking, biting, and otherwise, to
disarrange it.

Newera Elia was even more unprepossessing
than when I had last seen it—the little stream
was turbulent and almost impassable, and the rain
was falling in torrents; all nature looked as if it
had been draggled through a pond; the hotel
looked green with continued rain; the beds and
bedding were decidedly moist, the potatoes were
like sponges, the cheroots you might have twisted
round your fingers, and, to conclude, we ourselves
were wet through and not very amiable. The only
thing in the place to which you could not add
water to its disadvantage was the brandy, which
was of a peculiarly inferior quality, combining the
worst characteristics of Betts’s British and the
foulest Marseilles Garanchine,
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of the thirty-seven who had accompanied us were
thus suffering.

The coffee had progressed considerably since
our departure, and the berry was almost ripe ; its
bright red colour alternating with the dark green
leaves, presented a beautiful appearance. The
coolies from the Malabar coast were fast coming
in, and preparations for picking and pulping were
being carried on with great activity. The crop
promised to be a very good one, and I believe did
not ultimately disappoint the planters. After a
few days spent amongst hospitable friends in Kot-
male, and some other districts, we returned to
.Kandy, thence to Colombo, and Point de Galle,
where we said adieu to the ¢ Mother of Ele-
phants,” and her hospitable planters and mer-
chants. My companion proceeded, »ia Singapore,
to the scene of present wealth in the Gold Regions
of Australia, whilst I took ship for the land of
past luxury and present lethargy, H. E.I. C.
dominions. ‘

THE END.

R. CLAY, PRINTER, BREAD STREET HILL.



