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PREFACE.

It is necessary to explain that the following
account of Ceylon (with the accompanying
Map) was prepared in April, 1883, as a Paper
to be read before the members of the Royal
Colonial Institute. Not arriving in London
before the day fixed for its reading, the
manuscript had to be laid aside for another
gession. But the author and his friends,
being convinced that the early publication of
much of the information was calculated to
benefit his adopted country, and to meet a
felt want, its issue in book form was deter-
mined on.

The fact that the author has had no op-
portunity of revising or correcting pages
which, in the first instance, were written
amidst the pressing duties of a busy news-
paper office, will, it is hoped, prove sufficient
apology for any errors of omission or
commission which may be noted.



vi Preface.

The author would express his thanks to his
friends, Messrs. A. C. Folkard and G. J. A.
Skeen, for valuable assistance rendered by
them in England in arranging for the publi-
cation of the manuscript, and in passing it
through the press. -

CoroMBo, CEYLON : 27t August, 1883.

Note To THE SECOND EDpITION.

Ir is very gratifying to the author to find
that the demand for his little book necessitates
a Second Edition within a couple of months
of the first issue. The time being so short,
no change has been made save in the correc-
tion of a few printer’s errors, the addition
of later statistics than were available in
August last, the enlargement of the list of
public benefactors, and the insertion of three
new engravings. '

J.F.

CoromBo : CHRISTMAS, 1883.
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‘CEYLON IN 1884,

CHAPTER L
PAST HISTORY.

The Ophir and Tarshish of Solomon—Northern and
Southern Indian dynasties—Chinese invasion— Portu-
guese and Dutch rule—British annexation.

I make it for granted that the readers of

this work will have some general acquaint-

ance with the position, history, and condi-
tion of Ceylon—the largest, most populous,
and most important of the dependencies,
the affairs of which are administered under
the direct control of the Colonial Office, and
which are therefore known as Crown colonies.
Ceylon has long been
¢ Confess'd the best and brightest gem
In Britain’s orient diadem.”

There can be no danger now-a-days of
a member of Parliament getting up in his
place to protest against British troops being
stationed in Ceylon on account of the deadly

B
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climate of *this part of West Africa,” the
utmost Indian isle having been confounded
in bygone days with Sierra Leone !

Known to ancient voyagers as far back as
the time of King Solomon (of whose Ophir
and Tarshish many believe Ceylon to form a
part), the story of its beauty, its jewels, and
its spicy breezes was very familiar to the
Greeks and Romans, who called it  Tapro-
bane,” and to the Arab traders who first
introduced the coffee plant into this island,
and who placed in Serendib the scene of many
of Sindbad’s adventures. It was also known
to the Mohammedan world at large, who to
this day regard the island as the elysium pro-
vided for Adam and Eve to console them for
the loss of Paradise, a tradition used as a
solatium by Arabi and his co-Egyptian exiles
a short time ago, when deported from their -
native land. To the people of India, to the
Burmese, Siamese, and Chinese, Lank4d, ¢ the
resplendent,” was equally an object of in-
terest and admiration, so that it has been
well said that no island in the world, Great
Britain itself not excepted, has attracted the
attention of authors in so many different
countries as Ceylon.

There is no land, either, which can tell so
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much of its past history, not merely in songs
-and legends, but in records which have been
verified by monuments, inscriptions, and
coins, some of the structures in and around
the ancient capitals of the Sinhalese being
more than 2,000 years old, and only second
to those of Egypt in vastness of extent and
architectural interest. Between 543 B.c.,
when Wijaya, a prince from Northern India,
1s said to have invaded Ceylon, conquered its
native rulers, and made himself king, down
to the end of the year 1815, when the last
king of Kandy, a cruel monster, was deposed
and banished by the British, the Sinhalese
chronicles present us with a list of well-nigh
170 kings and queens, the history of whose
administrations is of the most varied and
interesting character, indicating the attain-
ment of a degree of civilization and material
progress very unusual in the East at that
remote age. Long, peaceful, and prosperous
reigns were interspersed with others chiefly
distinguished for civil dissensions and foreign
invasions. The kings of Ceylon, however,
had given sufficient provocation to foreign
rulers when in the zenith of their power.
In the twelfth century the celebrated king
Prikrama Bahd not only defeated the rulers
B 2
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of Southern Indian states, but sent an army
against the king of Cambodia, which, proving
victorious, made the distant land tributary
to Ceylon. On the other hand, a Chinese
army early in the fifteenth century penetrated
to the heart of the hill-country, and, defeat-
ing the Sinhalese forces, captured the king,
and took him away to China; and the
island had for some time to pay an annual
tribute to that country. At that time the
Chinese exported from Ceylon a large quantity
of the kaolin for pottery which still abounds
in the island.

Ceylon was, however, chiefly exposed to
incursiouns of Malabar princes and adventurers
with their followers from Southern India,
who waged a constant and generally success-
ful contest with the Sinhalese. The northern
portion of the island at length became per-
manently occupied by the Tamils, and so
far had the ancient power of the kingdom
declined, that when the Portuguese first
appeared in Ceylon in 1505, the island was
divided under no less than seven separate
rulers. :

For 150 years the Portuguese occupied and
controlled the maritime districts of Ceylon,
but it was more of a military occupation than
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a regular government, and martial law chiefly
prevailed. The army of Roman Catholic
ecclesiastics introduced under their auspices
alone made any permanent impression on a
people who were only too ready to embrace
a religion which gave them high-sounding
honorific baptismal names, and interfered sel-
dom, if at all, with their continued obser-
vance of Buddhistic feasts and ceremonies.
The Dutch, who by 1656 had finally ex-
pelled the Portuguese rulers from the island,
which the Lisbon authorities had said * they
had rather lose all India than imperil,” pur-
sued a far more enlightened administrative
policy ; though, as regards commerce, it was
selfish and oppressive. Still confined to the
low-country (the king of Kandy defying the
new as he had done the old European invaders),
the Dutch did much to develop cultivation
and to improve the means of communication
—more especially by canals in their own
territory—while establishing a lucrative trade
with the interior. The education of the
people occupied a good deal of official atten-
tion, as also their christianization through
a staff of Dutch chaplains, but the system
of requiring a profession of the Protestant
religion before giving employment to any
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natives speedily confirmed their love of
dissimulation, and created a nation of hypo-
crites, so that the term ‘“ Government Chris-
tian ” or “ Buddhist Christian” is common
in some districts to this day.

The first care of the Dutch, however, was
to establish a lucrative commerce with Hol-
land, and their vessels were sent not only
to. Europe, but also to Persia, India, and
the Far East ports. Cinnamon was the great
staple of export, next came pearls (in the
years which gave successful pearl-oyster
fisheries in the Gulf of Manndr); then
followed elephants, pepper, areca or betel
nuts, jaggery-sugar, sapan-wood and tim-
ber generally, arrack spirit, choya-roots (a
substitute for madder), cardamoms, cinna-
mon oil, &¢. The cultivation of coffee, in-
digo, and some tea was begun, but not
carried on to such an extent as to benefit the.
exports.

- Agriculture was promoted by the Dutch
for an essentially selfish purpose, but never-
theless good resulted to the people from the
system of forced labour, as in the case of
the planting of coco-nut palms along the
western coast, which, so late as 1740, was
described by Governor Van Imhoff as waste-.
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land to be surveyed and divided among the
people, who were bound to plant it up. At
the end of last century, when the British
superseded the Dutch in the possession of
the maritime provinces of Ceylon, the whole
of the south-western coast presented the
unbroken grove of palms which is seen to
this day.

From 1797 to 1802 Ceylon was placed
under the East India Company; but in the
latter year it was made a Crown colony,
and i1t soon became evident there could be
no settled peace until the tyrant king on
the Kandyan throne—hated by his own
chiefs and people—was deposed, and the
whole island brought into subjection to the
British Crown. This was accomplished in
1815, when, at the instigation of the Kan-
dyans themselves, Wikkrama Sinha, the last
king, was captured, deposed, and exiled.

So great was the value attached to Ceylon
as the *key of India,” as well as on account
of the supposed fabulous wealth in precious
stones and produce of its interior, that at
tLe general peace Britain preferred giving
np Java to the Dutch, and retaining this
little island, so inferior in area, population,
and natural wealth.



8 Ceylon in 1884.

CHAPTER 1I1.
THE 1SLAND IN 1803—1815.

Extent and topographical features—Condition of the island
previous to and after seventy years of British rule
contrasted. :

Havixe now arrived at the British period,
it may be well to give some idea of the con-
dition of Ceylon and its people in the early
part of this century, and to compare the
same with what is realized after British
government has been established for nearly
seventy years throughout the whole island. -

The position of Ceylon as a  pearl-drop
on the brow of India,”” with which continent .
it is almost connected by the island of Ramis-
seram and the coral reef called Adam’s
Bridge, is familiar to all who have ever
glanced at a map of Asia. To that con-
tinent it is related as Great Britain is to
Europe, or Madagascar to Africa. In ex-
tent it comprises nearly sixteen million acres,
or 24,702 square miles, or, including certain
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dependent islands, such as the Maldives and
Cocos Islands (south-west of Sumatra), the
area becomes 25,742 square miles, one-sixth
less than that of Ireland, and nearly thirty-
seven times the superficial extent of the
island of Mauritius, which sometimes con-
tests with it the title of the *“Gem of the
Indian Ocean.” One-sixth of this area, or
about 4,000 square miles, is comprised in the
hilly and mountainous zone which is situated
about the centre of the south of the island,
while the maritime districts are generally
level, and the northern end of the island is
broken up into a flat, narrow peninsula and
small islets. Within" the central zone there
are 150 mountains or ranges between 3,000
and 7,000 feet in altitude, with ten peaks
rising over the latter limit. The highest
mountain is Pidurutaldgala, 8,296 feet, or
nearly 1,000 feet higher than Adam’s Peak
(7,353 feet), which was long considered the
highest, because to voyagers approaching the
coast it was always the most conspicuous
mountain of Ceylon.

The longest river, the Mahaveliganga (the
Ganges of Ptolemy’s maps), has a course of
nearly 150 miles, draining about one-sixth of
the area of the island, before it reaches the
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sea at Trincomalee on the east coast. There
are five other large rivers running to. the
west and south, besides numerous tributaries
and smaller streams. The rivers are not
favourable for uavigation, save near the sea,
where they expand into backwaters, which
were taken advantage of by the Dutch for
the construction of their system of canals all
round the western and southern coasts.

There are no natural inland lakes, save
what remain of magnificent artificial tanks
in the north and east of the island, and the
backwaters referred to on the coast. The
lakes which add to the beauty of Colombo
and Kandy are artificial or partly so.

All this was true of Ceylon at the beginning
of the century even as it is now ; but in other
respects how altered! 1t is impossible to get
full and exact information as to the condition
in which the British found the island and its
people in the early years, and up to the sub-
jugation of the Kandyan division in 1815;
but from the best authorities at our com-
mand we have compiled the following tabular
statement to show at a glance a few of the
salient points in which the change is most
striking :—
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CEYLON
1
| In1796—1816. | In 1883,
]
: “l
Population . . . . ! From § to1 mil- 2,850,000
lion
No. of houses 20,000 (tiled) 477,917
Population of the cap:- 28,000 120,000
tal, Colombo
Military force . . . . 6,000 1,250
. Cost of ditto . . . £160,000 £116,000
Imperial share . . £80,000 nil
Volunteer Corps nil 680 efficients
Cost . . . — £4,000
Police . . . . nil 1,650
Cost . . . — £60.000
Revenue . . . . . £226,000 £1,280,000
Expenditure . . . . £320,000 £1,260,000
Trade :—
Imports—value . £266,790 £4,700,000
Exports o e £206,583 £3,700,000
(local Customs’ value,
really worth much
more)
Roads . . . . . . |Sandandgravel | Metalled, 1,301 miles
’ i ’ tracks Gravelled, 885 miles
. Natural, 622 miles
Bridges . . . . . none Too numerous to men=
tion
Railways . . . . . none 178 miles
Canals. . . 120 miles 167 miles
Tonnage of slnppmg 75,000 tons 3,100,000 tons
entered and cleared
Government Savings
- Bank :—
Deposits . , . nil £210,000
No. of depositors nil 9,330
Educational expendi- £3.000 £48,000
( ture (for schools and
clergy)
No. of schools. . 170 2,200
No. of scholars 2,000 105,000
The Press . . . Govt. Gazette 32 newspapers and
only periodicals.
Medical expenditure . £1,000 £60,000
No. of civil hospltals nil 111
and dispensaries .




12 Ceylon in 1884.

CEYLON

In 1796—1615. In 1884.
% ( Civil servants :
H Revenue officers 6 . .48
z judges, magis-
© trates, &c. . 6 40
Charitable allowances £3,000 £8,000
from general re-
venue No Poor Law | Friendin Need Society
for Voluntary Re-
lief, £2,000
No Poor Law
Post-offices . . . . 4 . 128
Telegraph wires . . nil 1,092 miles
Area cultivated (ex- | 400,000 acres 2,000,000 acres
clusive of natural .
pasture)
Live stock :—
Horses,! cattle, 250,000 . 1,500,000
sheep, goats,
swine, &o.
Carts and carriages . 50 20,000

There is of course an immense amount of
improvement which cannot be tabulated,
even if we extended our comparison in this
form to much greater length. The greatest
material change from the Ceylon of pre-
British days to the Ceylon of the present
time is most certainly in respect of means
of internal communication. If, according to
Sir Arthur Gordon (as quoted by Charles
Kingsley in “ At Last”), the first and most

1 Of 10,700 horses imported between 1862 and 1882, the greater
portion have been bought by native gentlemen, traders, coach-
owners, &c. . o .
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potent means of extending civilization is found
in roads—the second in roads—the third again
in roads, Sir Edward Barnes, when Governor
of Ceylon (1824 to 1831), was a ruler who
well understood his duty to the country, and
he was followed at intervals by worthy suc-
cessors.

When the English landed in Ceylon in
1796, there was mnot in the whole island a
single practicable road, and troops in their
toilsome marches between the fortresses on
the coast dragged their cannon through
deep sand along the shore. Before Sir
Edward Barnes resigned his government in
1831, every town of importance was ap-
proached by a carriage-road. He had
carried a first-class macadamized road from
Colombo to Kandy, throwing a bridge of
boats which exists to this day over the
wide Kelani river near Colombo, construct-
ing other bridges and culverts too numerous to
mention en route, and constructing, through
the genius of General Fraser, a beautiful
satin-wood bridge of a single span across the
Mahaveliganga (the largest river in Ceylon)
near Kandy. On this road (72 miles in
length) on the Lst of February, 1832, the
Colombo and Kandy mail-coach—the first
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mail-coach in Asia—was started; and it
continued to run successfully till the road
was superseded by railway in 1867.
~ There can be no doubt that the permanent:
conquest of the Kandyan country and people,
which had baffled the Portuguese and Dutch
for300 years, was effected through Sir Edward.
Barnes’s military roads. A Kandyan tradition,
that their conquerors were to be a people
who should make a road through a rocky hill,
was shrewdly availed of, and tunnels formed
features on two of the cart-routes into the
previously almost impenetrable hill-country.:
The spirit of the Highland chiefs of Ceylon,
as of Scotland seventy years earlier, was effec-
tually broken by means of military roads into
their districts; and although the military
garrison of Ceylon has gone down from about
6,000 troops to 1,200, and, indeed, although
for months together the island has been left
with not more than a couple of hundred
artillerymen, no serious trouble has been
given during sixty years by the previously
warlike Kandyans or the Ceylonese generally.
So much for the value of opening up the
country from a military point of view.
Governor Barnes, however, left an immense
deal to do in bridging the rivers in the
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interior, and in extending district roads, of
which not much was attempted until the
arrival of his worthiest successor, Sic Henry
Ward. This governor, with but limited
means, did a great deal to open up remote
districts, and to bridge the Mahaveliganga at
Gampola and Katugastotti, as well as many
other rivers which in the wet season were
well-nigh impassable. For the restoration
and construction of irrigation works to benefit
the rice cultivation of the Sinhalese and
Tamils, he did more than any of his pre-
decessors. He also began the railway to
Kandy, which was successfully completed in
the time of his successors, Sir Charles Mac-
Carthy and Sir Hercules Robinson. In the
latter, Ceylon was fortanate enough to secure
one of the most active and energetic governors
that ever ruled a Crown colony.

Sir Hercules Robinson left his mark in
every province and nearly every district of
the country, in new roads, bridges, public
buildings, and especially in the repair of
irrigation tanks and channels, and the pros
vision of sluices. He extended the railway
some seventeen miles, and he laid the foundax
tion of the scheme through which, under his
successor, Sir William Gregory, the Colombo
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Breakwater was begun; and, through thé
engineering skill of Sir John Coode, this
latter work has ensured for the capital of
Ceylon one of the safest, most convenient,
acd commodious artificial harbours in the
world. .

To Sir William Gregory belongs the dis-
tinction of having spent more revenue on
reproductive public works than any other
governor of Ceylon. Theroads in the north
and east of the island, which were chiefly
gravel and sand tracks, were completed in a
permanent form, and every river was
bridged. The North-Central Province, a
purely Sinhalese rice-growing division of
the country, was called into existence, and
large amounts were invested in tanks and
roads; planting roads were extended ; about
fifty miles added to the railway system. and
arrangements made for a further exten-
sion of some sixty-seven miles, forty-two of
which are now under construction. When
Governor Gregory left in 1877 there was no
river of any importance left unbridged, a
large extent of previously unoccupied country
was opened up for cultivation, and an im-
petus given to both the natives and European
colonists in the extension of cultivation,
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which alone has saved the island from a
serious collapse in the five years of com-
mercial depression and blight on the coffee
which have followed. Since 1877 only a few
miles of new road have. been added, and little
money otherwise has been expended ; but it
is something to say that, whereas the Rev.
James Cordiner, chaplain to the Governor
of Ceylon in 1807, could write,  Strictly
speaking there are no roads in Ceylon,” now,
after seventy years of British rule, some 1,300
miles of first-class metalled roads, equal to
any in the world, have been constructed,
besides about 900 miles of gravelled roads
for light traffic, supplemented by 600 miles
of natural tracks available in dry weather to
traverse districts where as yet there is little
or no traffic. The main roads are those
from Colombo to Batticaloa vid Ratnapura,
Haputalé, and Badulla, right across the
island ; from Colombo to Trincomalee wvid
Kandy, and another branch »id Kurunégala,
also right across the breadth of the island,
but north instead of south of the Central
Province; from Jaffna southwards through
the centre of theisland to Kandy, and thence
to Nuwara Eliya and Badulla, and by a less
frequented route to Hambantota on the south
c
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coast ; from Kandy to Manmar on the north-
west coast—the great immigration route ; and .
‘the main roads on the coast, Colombo to
Galle and Hambantota, and north to Mannér
and almost to Jaffna. Subsidiary first-class
roads, especially in the Central Province, are
too numerous to mention.

The benefit which this network of roads
has conferred on the people it is impossible
to over-estimate. Secluded districts have
been opened up, and markets afforded for
produce which previously was too often left
to waste; settlements, villages, and even
large towns, have sprung up within the last
thirty years ulongside roads where pre-
viously all was jungle and desolation, and
means of employment have been afforded to
a people who had scarcely ever seen a coin.

As in India, so on a smaller scale in
Ceylon, it is a recognized fact that there is
no more effectual preventive of famine than
internal means of communication, whether
by road, rail, canal, or mnavigable river.
There has probably never been a year in
which India did not produce enough food to
supply all its population; but unfortunately
there has been no means of getting the super-
abundance of one district transferred to the
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famine area in another part of the continent.
So in Ceylon, in years gone by, there has
been great scarcity and mortality in remote
districts without the central Government at
Colombo being made properly aware of the
fact, or being able to supply prompt relief.
The mortality from fever and food scarcity
in some parts of the country must thus have
been very great before British times.

Roads, again, are great educators, but in this
they are surpassed by railways in an Orien-
tal land. The railways in India and Ceylon
are doing more to level caste and destroy
superstition than all the force of missionaries
and schoolmasters, much as these latter aid
in this good work.

The railway between Colombo and Kandy,
projected originally about forty years ago,
Was not seriously taken in hand till the time
of Sir Henry Ward; after many mistakes
and alteraticns of plans, it was successfully
Completed under the skilful engineering
8uidance of Mr. G. L. Molesworth (now
®n sulting engineer to the Government of
0dia), Mr. W. F. Faviell being the success-
ul <ontractor. The total length is 74} miles,
and | including a good deal of money unavoid-
bl wasted in dissolving and paying off a
c 2
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company, it cost the colony, from first to
last, as much as 1,788,413/.; but the line (on
the broad Indian gauge of 5ft. 6in.) is most
substantially constructed, including iron-
girder bridges, viaducts, a series of tunnels,
and an incline rising one in forty-five for 12
miles into the mountain zone which gives this
railway a prominent place among the remark-
able lines of the world hitherto constructed.
Since 1867 the railway has been extended
on the same gauge for 17 miles from Péra-
deniya to Gampola and Nawalapitiya, rising
towns in the Central Province; and by Sir
William Gregory fromm Kandy to Maétalé, a
town on the borders of the Central Pro-
vince, for 174 miles; while in the low-coun-
try the same governor constructed a seaside
line from Colombo, through a very populous
district, to Kalutara, 27 miles, and some
31 miles of Wharf and Breakwater branches.
To Governor Gregory’s time also belongs
the inception and practical commencement
of the extension from Niwalapitiya to the
principality of Uva, 67 miles, of which 413}
are now under construction, and are likely
to be finished by the beginning of 1885, the
then terminus at Ndnu-oya being 5,600 feet
above sea-level, close to the sanatarium and
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town of Nuwara Eliya, and on the borders
of Uvya, which rich country, however, cannot
Properly be served until a further extension
of 251 miles to Haputalé is carried out, as
i‘f 1S earnestly hoped that it may be in the
time of Governor Longden’s successor.

In all there are 178 miles of railway
open in Ceylon, or under -construction;
but only 91 have been working long enough
to afford a fair test of the traffic and the
benefit to colonists, natives, and the country
generally. The main line to Kandy has
more than repaid its cost in direct profit,
apart from the immense benefits it has con-
ferred. It is sometimes said that this rail-
Way and other lines in Ceylon chiefly serve
the planting enterprise, which appertains to
E“Popeans far more than to natives, and
tha't therefore, the Ceylonese do not gain in
the same proportion. An answer to this
statement, and an evidence of the immense
f’d‘leating power of our railways, is found
I the fact that during the past seventeen
Jearg well nigh twenty millions of pas.-
8€Ngrerys have been carried over the lines,
of Whom all but an infinitesimal proportion
Were natives (Sinhalese and Tamils chiefly).
On the Kandy line alone, it' would have
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taken the old coach, travelling both ways
twice daily, and filled each time, several
hundred years to carry the passengers who
have passed between the ancient capitals and
provinces in the past seventeen years. There
was scarcely a Kandyan chief or priest who
had ever seen, or at least stood by, the sea
until the railway was opened in 1867, where-
as for some time after the opening the inte-
resting sight was often presented to Colombo
residents of groups of Kandyans standing
by the sea-shore in silent awe and admira-
tion of the vast ocean stretched out before
them and the wonderful vessels of all
descripticns in Colombo harbour.

In pointing out that the Dutch (equally
with the Portuguese) constructed no roads,
we must not forget that the former, true to
Zheir home experience, constructed and
utilized a system of canals through their
maritime provinces along the western and
south-western coast. In this they were
greatly aided by the back-waters or lagoons
which are a feature on the Ceylon coast,
formed through the mouths of the rivers
becoming blocked up and the waters find-
ing an outlet to the sea at different
points, .often miles away from the line of
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the main stream. The canals handed over
by the Dutch at first fell into comparative
disuse, but within the last thirty years they
have been fully repaired and utilized, and
there are now about 167 miles of canals in
the island.

With the construction of roads wheeled
traffic became possible, and a large number
of the Sinhalese speedily found very profit-
able employment as owners and drivers of
bullock carts, of which there must be from
15,000 to 20,000 in the island, besides single
bullock-hackeries for passenger traffic. In
nothing is the increase of wealth among the
natives more seen, in the Western, Central,
and Southern Provinces, than in the number
of horses and carriages now owned by them.
Thirty or forty years ago, to see a Ceylonese
with a horse and conveyance of his own was
rare indeed; now, the number of Burghers,
Sinhalese, and Tamils driving their own
carriages, in the towns especially, is very
remarkable. The greater numbér of the
horses imported during the last year have
:certainly passed to the people of the country.
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CHAPTER III.
THE PROGRESS IN SEVENTY YEABS.

Population— Buildings—Postal and Telegraphic services
—Savings-banks—Military defence—Medical and Edu-
cational achievements.

Having thus described more particularly the
vast change effected in British times by the
construction' of communications all over the
island, we must touch briefly on the evi-
dences of progress given in our table.

The increase in population speaks for itself.
It is very difficult, however, to arrive at a
correct estimate of what the population was
at the beginning of the century, as the Dutch
could have no reliable returns, not having
any control over the Kandyan provinces.
The first attempt at reliable numbering was
in 1824 by Governor Barnes, and the result
was a total of 851,440, or, making allowance
for omissions due to the hiding of people
through fear of taxation, &c., say about a
million of both sexes and all ages. As
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regards the large estimate of the ancient
population of Ceylon located in the
northern, north-central, and eastern dis-
tricts now almost entirely deserted, we
are by no means inclined, with the recol-
lection of the famous essay on the ¢ Po-
pulousness of Ancient Nations” before us,
to accept the estimates of Sir Emerson
Teunent and other enthusiastic writers.
There can be no doubt, however, that a
very considerable population found means of
existence in and around the ancient capitals
of Ceylon, and the great Tank region of the
north and east, a region which affords
scope for a great though gradual extension
in the settlement of both Sinhalese and
Tamils in the future. At present it must
"be remembered that fully two-thirds of
the population are found in the Western,
Southern, and Central Provinces, occupying
a good deal less than half the area of the
island, and, that there are large districts,
once the best-cultivated with rice, with now
perhaps only half-a-dozen souls to the square
mile.

As regards the number of inhabited
houses, in 1824 there were not more than
20,000 with tiled roofs in the island; that
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number has multiplied manifold, but the’
477,817 now given refer to all descriptions
of inhabited houses, most of these being huts
roofed with coconut leaves. The improve-
ment of the residences of a large proportion
of the people is, however, very marked:.
among one class the contrast between the old
and modern homes has been well described
as being as great as between a begrimed
native chatty (clay vessel) and a brlght
English tea-kettle.

In the town of Kandy, which has now
about 4,000 dwelling-houses—the large
majority substantially built, many of two
stories—seventy years ago no one but the
tyrant-king was allowed to have a tiled roof,
or any residence better than a hut. In all
the towns and many of the villages of the
island substantial public buildings have
been erected : revenue offices, court-houses,
hospitals and dispensaries, prisons, schools,
and post and telegraph offices. A great
change for the better in respect of these
was effected by Governors Robinson and
Gregory.

Further evidences of the good done
through a liberal and enlightened adminis-
tration we find in an admirable internal
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postal service, made possible by the roads
throngh which every town and village of any
consequence are served, the total number of
post-offices being 111, supplemented by 16
telegraph stations, there being 1,100 miles of
telegraph wire in the island; while, in
addition, the Postal Telegraph Department
is about to open savings-banks in all the
towns and important villages. Hitherto
there has been one central Government
savings-bank, with 9,330 depositors, owning
deposits to the amount of 2,100,000 ripees.
We need scarcely say that at the beginning
of British rule there was no post-office, and
for many years after the service was of the
most primitive and expensive kind; mnor
were there police or volunteer corps in those
days ; but there was an army corps kept up
for many years out of all proportion to the
necessities of the case. The Home Govern-
ment had the idea seventy years ago that
the hidden wealth of Ceylon would enable a
bandsome annual subsidy to be paid to the
treasury of the mother-country after defray-
ing all local expenses of government. In
place of that, so long as the government
remained a mere military dependency, it was,
a dead loss to and drain on the imperial
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treasury. By degrees, however, it was secen
that four British and as many native (Malay,
Tamil, and Kaffir) regiments were not
required, and, the force being cut down, it
was finally decided by a commission appointed
by the Secretary of State in 1865, that Cey-
lon should bear all the military expenditure
within its bounds, the local force being fixed
at one regiment of British infantry, one of
native (the Ceylon Rifles), and one brigade
of artillery, with a major-general and staff.
The Ceylon Rifles again was disbanded a
few years later, in 1873.

The country has cost the Home Govern-
ment nothing for the last twenty years: on
the other hand, the force in Ceylon has been
utilized very frequently for imperial and
inter-colonial purposes. This will be alluded
to later on.

In no direction has more satisfactory work
been done in Ceylon by the British Govern-
ment than through its Medical and Educa-
tional Departments. Here are hranches which
give the natives a vivid idea of the superiority
of English over Portuguese or Dutch rule,
and the Sinhalese and Tamils value their
privileges accordingly.

Of civil, lying-in, contagious diseases, and
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other Lospitals, with lunatic and leper asylums,
and out-door dispensaries, there are now 111
in the island, in or at which some 150,000
persons are treated annually, more than two-
‘thirds being, of course, for trifling ailments
at the dispensaries.

In this connection, the Ceylon Medical Col-
lege, founded by Sir Hercules Robinson in
1870, most heartily supported by his suc-
cessor, Governor Gregory, and liberally en-
dowed and extended by two wealthy Sinhalese
gentlemen, Messrs. De Soyza and Rajepakse,
is worthy of mention. Out of some 200
Ceylonese students entered, about fifty have
qualified and obtained licences to practise
medicine and surgery; about as many more
are hospital assistants and dispensers; some
have taken service under the Straits’ Govern-
ment ; while others have gone home to qualify
for degrees at British Universities. The col-
lege has a principal and seven lecturers ; and
the Ceylonese have already shown a pecu-
liar aptitude for the profession, surgeons of
special, even of European eminence, having
come from their ranks.

In education, generally, although there is
still an immense deal to do, Ceylon is far in
advance as compared with India. This.has



30 Ceylon in 1884.

been chiefly through the agency of the several
Christian Missions at work in the island ; but
Sir Hercules Robinson gave an immense
impetus to education by the establishment of
an admirable grant-in-aid system, while Sir
W. Gregory extended the work, multiplying
especially Government vernacular schools.
At present the proportion in Ceylon is |
pupil to every 28 of population; in India it
is 1 to every 160, while in Great Britain it
is, we suppose, 1 to every 7 or 8.

Visitors always remark on the large num-
ber of the people in Ceylon, the domestic
servants especially, who understand and
speak English, as compared with servants in
India. In ancient times each Buddhist temple
had its pansala or school ; but although such
pansalas are still kept up in some low-country
districts, in the Kandyan country for many
years the priests have neglected their duty in
teaching and other respects, being entirely
independent of the people through the en-
dowments in land left them by the Kandyan
kings, which have in this case proved a curse
instead of a blessing to the priests themselves
as well as to the people. In the low-country
there are no endowments. -

Educated Ceylonese are now in many
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cases finding it difficult to secure openings
in life suited to their taste: the legal pro-
fession has hitherto been the most popular,
it being occupied almost entirely by them
as notaries, attorneys or solicitors, advocates,
barristers, and even judges. In this way
Sir Richard Morgan, born and educated in
Ceylon, rose to be attorney-general, chief
justice, and knight. At this moment a Sin-
halese gentleman is judge of the Supreme
Court ; others are county judges, leading
barristers, and solicitors.

The Sinhalese fondness for litigation is
proverbial ; their cases in court abound
even to disputing about the fractional part
of a coconut-tree. Crime generally is repre-
sented by a daily average of about 1,800
convicted prisoners in the gaols of the island,
a large number being for petty thefts and
assaults. The cost of the administration of
justice for the criminal class—police, courts,
gaols, &c.—cannot be less than Rs. 1,000,000,
or about 85,000!., per annum.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

LEGISLATIVE AND SOCIAL IMPROVEMENTS BY
SUCCESSIVE BRITISH GOVERNORS.!

Among the social and political reforms in-
troduced by the British during the present
century into Ceylon may be mentioned the
abolition by the first governor, the Hon.
F. North, of torture and other barbarous
punishments abhorrent to English feeling,
and the relaxation during the time of his suc-
cessor of the severe laws against Romanists
twenty years before Catholic emancipation
was effected in England. Trial by jury was
first introduced by a new charter of justice
in 1811; but it was not till 1844 that all
caste and clan distinction in the jury-box and
all slavery were finally abolished.

1 Lists of the British governors of the island, chief
justices, commanders of the troops, and executive coun-
cillors, together with the names of some non-officials who
deserve to be specially mentioned as public benefactors,
ate given in Appendix IIL.
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. A new and much improved charter of
justice, the establishment of a Legislative
Council with unofficial members, an order in
Council abolishing compulsory labour, the
establishment of a free press, the relinquish-
ment of the cinnamon monopoly, the insti-
tution of a Government savings-bank and the
Colombo Academy, all served to mark the

years between 1830 and 1840.
- During the next decade a tax on fishermen of
one-tithe of all the fish taken was abolished ;
the bonds of slavery were finally removed ;
great efforts were made to extend education
and medical relief to the masses, and the im-
portant planting industry took its first start ;
a wise and most useful law for the improve-
ment of roads, exacting six days’ labour per
annum, or its value, from all able-bodied
males hetween eighteen and fifty-five years
of age, was passed; the last national dis-
turbance of the Kandyans was quickly sup-
pressed without the loss of a single life; the
colonypassed through a commercial and finan-
cial crisis, and on the ruins of the Bank of
Ceylon the Oriental Bank Corporation arose.
In 1850 there was commenced in Ceylon
the most successful service with carrier-
pigeons ever known in connexion with the

D
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press. The Ceylon Observer carrier-pigeons
travelled regularly between Galle (the mail
port) and Colombo with budgets of news till
1857, when they were superseded by the
telegraph. “All official connexion between
the British Government-and Buddhism was
closed in 1855, the year in which Sir Henry
Ward commenced to rule, and a new impetus
was given to Native and European industry
by useful legislation. The restoration of irri-
gation works, the construction of roads, the
commencement of a railway, the reorganiza-
tion of the public service, the introduction
of penny postage (with a halfpenny rate for
newspapers), the establishment of steam navie
gation round the island and of telegraph
communication between the principal towns,
the reform of the Kandyan marriage laws,
and the abolition of polyandry, also marked
this period. ‘

The following decade, 1360—1870, is chiefly-
distinguished for Governor Sir Hercules .
Robinson’s energetic and most useful admi-
nistration, with measures for the civil regis-.
tration of marriages, births, and deaths, and:
of titles to land ; the opening of the railway
to Kandy ; the publication by the people of
Sinhalcse and Tamil newspapers ; the forma-,
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tion of the towns of Colombo, Kandy, and
Galle into municipalities, with Boards com-
posed of elected and official members; the
revival of gansabhdwa, or village councils;
the adoption of a grant-in-aid scheme for
promoting the education of the people; the
abolition of export duties; the founding of
the Ceylon Medical School; and the visit in
1870 of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh.
The latest decade in the history of Ceylon
has its interest in the very prosperous, busy,
and successful government of Sir William
Gregory. The first systematic census of the
population was taken in 1871. Measures
were adopted for the conservation of forests
and for preventing the extinction of elk,
deer, elephants, &c. ; the registration of titles
was provided for; Colombo, Kandy, and
Galle were much improved, arrangements
for a good water-supply to each town being
made; while for the sanatarium (Nuwara
Eliya) and other minor towns a bill was
passed establishing local boards on the elec-
tive principle; the gansabhdwa, or village
councils, were improved and encouraged ; an
immense impetus was given to rice cultivation,
100 village tanks being repaired every year,
besides larger works; the North-Central
D 2
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Province, - in . purely native interests, was
formed, and the great lines of commumcatlon
between the north and east permanently
opened; Anurddhapura, the ancient capital,
was cleared of jungle, and rendered a
healthy revenue station; gaols, hospitals,
and schools were greatly improved, gaol
discipline being ‘put on: a new footing ;
pilgrimages on -a large scale injuriously
affecting public health were discouraged and
practically stopped ; scientific education was
provided for; temperance was promoted by
the reduction of the number of licences
granted to grog-shops; gas hghtmg was
introduced into Colombo; the stoppage of
all payments from the. revenue in aid of
religion was arranged for; the industry in
the growth of new pr oducts—tea, cinchona,
and cacao—took its first systematlc start;
an enactment dealing with service tenures
in connexion with temples was passed ;
road and railway extension were actively
taken in hand; a public museum was erected
and well filled at Colombo; and in 1875
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales visited the
island, and laid the first stone of the Colombo
Breakwater, designed and constructed by Sir
John Coode.
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Since 1879 the colony has suffered from
financial depression, due chiefly to the falling
off in the coffee crops. A volunteer corps
has been established under Sir James Long-
den’s patronage; but the only work of
importance is an extensive lunatic asylum,
deemed. rather beyond the wants of the
colony, being built on a scale likely rather
to astonish than benefit poor rural Sinhalese
lunatics taken from jungle huts to be lodged
in brick and mortar palaces.
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CHAPTER'V. P
NATIVE AGRICULTURAL IN’I‘ERESTS. : K

Paddy (rice) cultlvatlon—Cmnamon—Coconut., Palmyra,
Kitul, Arecanut, and other Palms—Essentlal oils—
Tobacco—Cotton—Stgar-cane—Natural pasture.

Waerser or not Ceylon was in ancient
times the granary of South-Eastern Asia,
certain it is that long before the Portuguese
or Dutch, not to speak of the British era,
that condition had lapsed, and so far from
the island having a surplus of food products,
the British, like their European predecessors,
had to import a certain quantity of rice from
Southern India to feed their troops and the
population of the capital and other chief
towns. There can be no doubt as to the
large quantity of rice which could be grown
around the network of tanks in the mnorth
and east, which have been lying for centuries
broken and unused in the midst of unoccupied
territory.

Driven from the northern plams by the

5
I
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conquering Tamils, the Sinhalese, taking
refuge in the mountain zone more to the
south and west, found a country in many
respects less suited for rvice than for fruit
and root culture; but yet, under British, as
under native rule, rice or paddy-growing
continues to be the one most general and
favourite occupation of the Sinhalese people,
as indeed it is of the Ceylon Tamils in the
north and east of the island. Agriculture,
in their opinion, is the most honourable of
callings, and although in many districts
fruit and root—that is, garden—culture would
prove more profitable, yet the paddy ﬁeld 18
far more popular

Nowhere in Ceylon are there extensive
tracts of alluvial lands such as mark the
banks and deltas of rivers in India, and the
average return of rice per acre in Ceylon,
under the most favourable circumstances, is
considerably below the Indian average. 1t
was the opinion of one of the most experi-
enced of Ceylon civil servants—Sir Charles
P. Layard, who served in the island from
1829 to 1879—that the  cultivation of paddy
is now the least profitable pursuit to which a
native can apply himself; it is persevered in
from habit, and because the value of time and

-4
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labour never enters into his calculations.”
On the principle of buying in the cheapest
and selling in the dearest market, it would
certainly appear thst the people of Ceylon
(with but few exceptions in the Matara;
Batticaloa, and Jaffna districts) could more
profitably turn theirattertion to plantation and
garden products, such as coconuts, areca or
betel nuts, pepper, cinnamon, nutmeg, cacao,
tea, cardamoms, and' fruits of all tropical
kinds (even putting coffee on one side for
the present), and, selling the produce to
advantage, buy rice from southern and
northern India and Burmah for a cheaper
rate than they can produce it. But it is
impossible, even if it were politic—which we
doubt—to revolutionize the habits of a very.
conservative people in this way ; and there-
“fore, so soon as the sale of forest land to
planters, and the introduction of capital for
the planting enterprise, put the Government
in possession of surplus revenue, Sir Henry
‘Ward acted wisely in turning his attention
to the restoration and repair of such irriga-
tion works in the neighbourhood of popula-
tion as he felt would at once be utilized for
the increased production of grain. In this
way he changed a large extent of waste
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1and into an expanse of perennial rice culture
for the beuefit of the industrious Mohamme-
dans and Hindus of the Batticaloa district
in the Eastern Province. Similarly, he spent
large sums for the benefit of the Sinhalese
rice cultivators in the southern districts.

Sir Hercules Robinson conceived a states-
manlike law by which expenditure on irri-
gation works, chiefly village tanks, on terms
far more liberal to the people than any
offered in India, formed a part of the annual
budget. Most, cordially was this policy
supported by his successor, Sir William
Gregory, who, moreover, entered on an
undertaking of greater magnitude than any
previously recorded in British times : namely,
the formation of a new province around the
ancient capital of Ceylon, and the restoration
of tanks and completion of roads and bridges
within .its bounds, sufficient to give the
sparse Sinhalese population every advantage
in making a start in the race of prosperity.
At a considerable expenditure, spread over
four or five years, this was accomplished,
and a population of some 60,000 Sinhalese
thereby more directly benefited than they
had been by any of their rulers, native or
European, for several centuries back.
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Governor Gregory also introduced a mea-
sure for substituting compulsory commu-
tation for the renting of the grain-tithes on
a scale so liberal as to amount to a consider-
able lessening of taxation (as shown by the
~decrease of the land revenue of recent years),
although it is well known that the rice
cultivators, unlike their planting brethren,
have had favourable seasons and good crops.
The effect of the liberal policy described has
undoubtedly been to bring a far larger area
under grain cultivation now than was the
case at the beginning of the century; but it
is impossible, in the absence of a cadastral
survey, to give the exact extent.

The accepted estimate is that there are
now 660,000 acres under rice or paddy, and
about 150,000 under dry grain, Indian corn,
and other cereals. And the striking fact
is, that so far from the import of grain de-
creasing as the local production has extended,
the reverse has been the case. In this, how-
ever, is seen the influence of the expanding
planting enterprise : fifty years ago, when
coffee-planting was just beginning in Ceylon,
the total quantity of grain required from
India was an import of 650,000 bushels;
now, it is as high as five and six million
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bushels. “The import in'1877, the year of the
Madras famine, when Ceylon planters had
170,000 fugitives from Southern India, be-
sides their usual cooly labour force, amounted
to no less than 6,800,000 bushels.

The disposal of the increasing local pro-
duction simultaneously with these imports i3
explained by the rapidly increasing popu-
lation in the rural districts, and the much
larger quantity of food consumed in a time
of prosperity. Inthe early part of the cen-
tury, the average Sinhalese countryman con-
sumed, probably, only half the quantity of
rice (supplemented by fruit and vegetables)
which he is now able to afford.

Turning from the main staple of native
agriculture to garden produce, we have to
note that while the Dutch monopolies in
cinnamon, pepper, &c., were probably worked
at a loss to the Government, even with forced
labour at their command, the export of the
.cinnamon spice was insignificant as compared
with what it has risen to by the free
system adopted under British rule. There
can be no doubt that Ceylon cinnamon is the
finest in the world, celebrated from the mid-
dle of the fourteenth century according to
authentic records, and one of the few pro-
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ducts of importance indigenous to the island:
It was known through Arab caravans to the
Romans, who paid in Rome ‘the equlva,lent of
81. sterling per pound for the fragrant spice.
Ceylon has, therefore, well earned the name
“ Cinnamon Isle,” whatever may be said’ of
its spicy breezes. The maximum export of
the Dutch was in 1738, when 600, 000 1b.;
valued at from 8s. 4d. to 17s. 8d. per Ib.,
was sent to India, Persia, and Europe, from
Ceylon. In the commercial sedson 1881-82,
Ceylon has sent into the markets of .the
world, almost entirely through London, as
many as 1,600,000 1lb. of cinnamon quill
bark, and nearly 400,000 1b. of chips, the
finest bark being purchasable at the London
sales for from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per lb. This
quantity is yielded by an area of -about
85,000 acres, cultivated entirely, and almost
entirely owned, by the people of Ceylon.

Of far greater importance now to the
people, as well as to the export trade of the
island, is its Palm cultivation, which has
enormously extended since the time of the
Dutch, especially in the maritime districts.
‘European capital has done much in turning
waste land into coconut plantations ; but
there 1is, also, no more favourite mode
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of iIAnvestment for the native mercantile,
trad ing, and industrial classes of the people
(SimJnalese and Tamils), who have greatly
increased in wealth during the past fifty
years, than in gardens and estates of coco-
nuts, arecas, palmyras, and other palms and
fruit trees. Within the Dutch and British
periods a great portion of the coast-line of
Ceylon, for a breadth varying from a quarter
of & mile to one of several miles, has been
planted with coconut palms, while in the
Jaffna- peninsula the natives have chiefly
plented the equally useful palmyra. These
palms, together with a little rice and a piece
of cotton cloth, are capable of supplying most
of the wants of the people.

It. has been commonly remarked that the
UeS of the coconut palm are as numerous
8 - the days of the year. . Food, drink,
domy estic utensils, materials for building and
that. ching, wine, sugar, and oil are amongst
the many gifts to man of this munificent
tree . Unlike the other trade staples, coffee
and_ cinnamon, by far the largest proportion
of thhe products of the coconut palm—nuts,
o,  arrack, leaves for thatch, fences, mats
and. pagkets, timber, &c.—are locally utilized.
- Arrack (in varying quantities, according to
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the demand in the Madras Presidency) is ex~
ported, but the export is not to be compared
with the large local consumptlon, which
unfortunately increases with the increasing
wealth of the people. The British are blamed
for regulating and protecting the arrack and
liquor traffic, but the consumption was pretty
general before the British came to Ceylon.
It may be a question ‘whether taverns have
not been too widely multiplied, and whether
we should not take a leaf out of the Dutch
policy in Java, where the consumption of
intoxicating liquors among nhatives is very
rigidly restrlcted

A good many millions of coconuts are
exported, but the chief trade is in coir fibre
from the husk, and in the expressed oil from
the kernel of the nut, used in Europe as a
lubricator, for soap-making, and dressing
cloths, and (partially) for candle-making and
lighting purposes, African palm oil and petro-
leum being its great rivals. The average value
of the products of the coconut-palm exported
may be taken at about the following figures :
oil, 350,0001.; coir,60,0001.; arrack, 18,000/. ;
koppara (the dried kernel sent to India for
native food, and latterly to France to be
expressed), 60,000..; nuts, 10,000L ; miscel-
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laneous products, 7,000L.; making a total of
500,000L. ; while the value of the produce
locally consumed must -be nearly two mil-
Hons sterling per annum, and the market
value of the area covered with coconuts
over rather than under thirteen millions
sterling. The local use of coconuts is sure
to increase with railway extension and the
development of the interior of the island.
There are perhaps forty millions of coconut
Palms cultivated in Ceylon, covering over
480,000 acres, all but about 30,000 acres
being owned by natives themselves. There
are mearly 2,000 native oil-crushers driven
by bullocks, apart from steam establishments
i Colombo ; while the preparation of the
fibre affords occupation to a large number of
the Ppeople. :
" After the coconut tree, the palmyra has
been regarded as the richest plant in the
Bast, Both require from eight to twelve
Jears to come into bearing, but they are
Supposed to live from 150 to 300 years. By
Many the palmyra is thought a richer tree
an the coconut, and it is especially adapted
%O the drier regions of the north and east of
the jsland, It is estimated there are eight
Millions of palmyras owned by the people
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in the Jaffna peninsula, the edible products
of which supply one-fourth of the food of
280,000 inhabitants. -The Tamil poets  de«
scribe 800 -different purposes to which: the
palmyra can ‘be - applied; - The timber is
prized for house-building -purposes,. espe=
cially for rafters, being hard and durable.:
Besides there being a large local consumption;
as much as 10,000/, worth is still annually
exported  from' Ceylon, while of jaggery
sugar about 20,000 cwt. are made from this-
palm, the cultivation of which covers 40,000.
acres,’ A - SR
. The kitul or jaggery palm (Caryota urens),
known also as the bastard sago, is another
very valuable tree common in Ceylon.  Jag-
gery sugar and toddy wine are prepared from
the sap, the best trees yielding 1Q0 pints of
sap in twenty-four hours. - Sago is manufac-
tured from the pith, and fibre from the leaves
for fishing-lines and bowstrings, the fibre
from the leaf-stalks being made into rope for
tying wild elephants. Of the fibre, from
4,0001. to 8,0001. value is exported annually;
of the jaggery sugar, 2,000/. worth. - The
quantity made in- the country is very
great. This palm is found round every
Kandyan’s hut. The area coveréd is, per-
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haps, equal to 80,000 acres. The trunk
timber is used for rafters, being hard and
durable.

The:cultivation of the Areca catechu (whxch
is compared to ‘“ an arrow shot from heaven
by the Hindu poets) was always one of the
chief sources of the Ceylon trade in ante-
‘British times.- In the Portuguese era great
quantities. of the nuts were exported, and
these-formed the chief medium of exchange
for the proportion of grain which the natives
of Ceylon’ have for .centuries drawn from
Southern India. The Dutch esteemed the
arecanut as a very great source of revenue,
‘and they made an exclusive trade of it. They
exported yearly about 55,000 cwt. About
the same quantity was annually shipped
between 1806 and 1€13. The export is

almost entirely to Southern India. An areca~
Tt tree requires five years to come into
bearing. - It grows all' over the low-country
and in the hills up to an elevation above sea-
level of between 2,000 and 3,000 feet. Some
‘coffee estate proprietors around Kandy in the
€arly days- planted arecanuts along their
'lbOUndarles ther:by forming a capital division
line: ¢he home ‘consumption is very large,
‘and the -area’ eovered by the palm- must be
E
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equal to 50,000 acres. The annual value of
the exports of arecanut produce noew is about
120,0001.

There are numerous other palms, more
especially the magnificent talipot, which
flowers once (a grand crown of blossom,
twenty feet high) after sixty or eighty years,
and then dies, and which is freely used for
native huts, umbrellas, books, &c., the heart
also being, like that of the sago palm, good
for human food.

The bread-fruit tree, the jak, orange, and
mango, as well as gardens of plantains and
pine-apples, might be mentioned among
products cultivated and of great use to the
people of Ceylon; in fact, there is mnot a
native land-owner or cultivator in the country
who does not possess a garden of palms or
other fruit trees, besides paddy fields. The
total area cultivated with palms and fruit
trees cannot be less than from 700,000 to
750,000 acres (in addition to 100,000 acres
under garden vegetables, roots, cassava, &c.),
and although by far the major portion, per-
haps four-fifths, of the produce is consumed
by the people, yet the annual value of the
export trade in its various forms, from this
source, is in excess of half a million sterling,
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against less than 90,000/, at the beginning
of the century.

Besides coconut oil, there is an export of
essential oils expressed from citronella and
lemon grass, from cinnamon and cinnamon
leaf, which, valued at 25,000.. to 30,000L., is
of some importance to a section of the com-
munity.

Of more importance to the people is
their tobacco, of which™ about 25,000 acres
are cultivated, the greater part of the crop
being consumed locally, though as much as
48,000 cwt. of unmanufactured leaf, valued
at 100,0001., are exported to India.

The natives have always grown a little
cotton in certain districts, and at one time a
good deal of cotton cloth was manufactured
at Batticaloa, but the industry has almost
entirely ceased, being driven out by the

cheapness of Manchester goods.

" Sugar-cane is largely grown in native
grdens for use as a vegetable, the cané
being sold in the bazaars and the pith
€aten ag the stalk of a cabbage would be.
At one time the eastern and southern dis-
tricts of the island were thought to be
admirably adapted for systematic sugar cul-
tivation, but after plantations on an exten-

E 2
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sive scale had been opened by experienced
colonists and a large amount of capital sunk,
it was found that, while the cane grew
luxuriantly, the moist climate and soil did
not permit of the sap crystallizing or yielding
a sufficiency of crystallizable material. There
is, however, still one plantation and manu-
factory of sugar and molasses in European
hands near Galle

Before leaving these branches of agri-
culture more particularly in native hands,
we may refer to the large expanse of patana
grass and natural pasturage, especially in the
Uva and eastern districts, which is availed
of by the Sinhalese for their cattle, a certain
number of which supply the meat consumed
in the Central Province. By far the greater
portion,  however, of the beef and mutton
required in the large towns of the island is
(like rice, flour, potatoes, and other food
requisites) imported in the shape of cattle and
sheep, to the value of 80,000l., from India.
In some years the return has been over
120,0001., but that was chiefly through the
demand for Indian bullocks for draught pur-
poses. There is no doubt much scope for
the people of Ceylon to do more to meet the
local demand for such food supplies, although
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the natural pasturage is rather poor as a
rule. In Guinea and Mauritius grass, which
grow freely with a little attention, two of the
best fodder grasses in the world are easily
madae available in Ceylon.




54 Ceylon in 1884.

CHAPTER VI

THE ORIGIN AND RISE OF THE PLANTING
INDUSTRY.

Coffee introduced by Arabs—First systematically culti-
vated by the Dutchin 1740—Extensive development in
1837—Highest level of prosperity reached in 1868-70
—Appearance of Leaf Disease in 1869—1Its disastrous
effects.

WE now turn to the great planting industry
in coffee and the later additions in tea, cacao,
(the chocolate or cocoa plant, not to be con-
founded with the coconut palm), cinchona,
rubber trees, cardamoms, &c.,to which the
past rapid development and prosperity of the
island are mainly due, and on which its future
position as a leading colony must still chiefly
depend.

The Arabs first introduced coffee into
India and Ceylon, and the shrub was
grown here before the arrival of the Portu-
guese or Dutch; but the preparation of a
beverage from its berries was totally unknown
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o the Sinhalese, who only used the young
O fTee leaves for their curries, and the delicate
assmine-like coffee flowers for ornamenting
h eir shrines of Buddha.

"The first attempt at systematic cultivation
~ as made by the Dutch in 1740, but, being
*onfined to the low-country, it did not
3ucceed, and they seem never to have
exXported more than 1,000 cwt. in a year.
The Moormen (Arab) traders and Sinhalese,
having once discovered the use of coffee,
kept up the cultivation and trade, but when
the British took Ceylon and up to 1812,

the annual export had never exceeded 3,000
cwt. So it continued until the master-mind
of Sir Edward Barnes opened communication
between the hill-country and the coast, and
began to consider how the industry could be
extended and the revenues of the country
developed. The governor himself led the

Way in opening a coffee plantation near

Kandy in 1825, just one year after the first

systematic coffee estate was formed by Mr.

George Bird near Gampola. These examples

were speedily followed, -but still the progress

was slow, for in 1837, twelve years after, the
total export of coffee did not exceed 30,000
cwt. ' :
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It is usual to--date the rise of the' plantin ¢
enterprise from this year, which- witnessed
a great rush of investments and the intro-
duction of the West Irdia system ‘of culti-
vation' by Robert Boyd Tytler, usually re-
garded as the ¢ father” of Ceylon planters,
An immense extension of .cultivation took
place up to 1845, by which time the trade had
developed to an export of close on 200,000
cwt. Then came a financial explosion in
Great Britain, which speedily extended: its
destructive influence to Ceylon, and led to a
stoppage of the supplies required- to plant
and cultivate young plantations.  Much land
opened was abandoned, and for three years
the enterprise was paralyzed; but neverthe«
less the export continued to increase, and
by the time Governor Sir Henry Ward
appeared in 1855 confidence had been
restored, and all was ready for the great
impetus his energetic administration gave to
an enterprise which in twenty years had come
to be regarded as the backbone of the agri-
cultural industry of the island and the main-
stay of the revenue. The Sinhalese soon
followed the example set them by the Euro-
pean planters, and so widely and rapidly
developed their coffee gardens throughout,
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the hill-country, that between 1849 and 1869,
from one-half to one-fourth of the _total
shipped year by year was.‘ native coffee.”

- The highest level of prosperity was reached:
in 1868, 1869, and 1870, in eachof which years
the total exports slightly exceeded a millionr
cwt., of a value in European markets of not
less than four. millions sterling, against.
34,000 cwt., valued at 120,000!., exported in
1837 : a marvellous development in thirty\_
years of a tropical industry ! -

In 1869 the total extent cultivated on
plantatlom (apart from native gardens) was
176,000 acres, and the return from the land
in- full bearing averaged over 5 cwt. an
acre, a return which should give a profit of
from 7l. to 10l. an acre, or from twenty to
twenty-five per cent. on the capital invested
under favourable circumstances. Nothing
could be brighter than the prospects of the
colony and its main enterprise in 1869: Sir.
Hercules Robinson’s administration, then in
mid-course, was most beneficial ; the railway
between Colombo and Kandy, two years open,.
was a grand success; and, with an unfailing,
supply of cheap free labour from Southern
India, remarkable facilities for transport,
and a splendid climate, the stability of the
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great coffee enterprise seemed to be as-
sured.

Its importance was fully realized by statis-
tics of the actual extent cultivated being
for the first time compiled, and although it
bagan to be felt that the good land at the
most suitable altitude had all been taken up,
and most of it brought under cultivation, yet
no one doubted the comparative permanency
of such plantations under a liberal scientific
system of cultivation. But in this same
year there first appeared an enemy, most in-
significant in appearance, which in less than
a dozen years was fated to bring down the
export of the great staple to one-fifth of its
then dimensions, and that notwithstanding a
wide extension of mnew cultivation. This
enemy was a minute fungus on the leaf, new
to science, and named by the greatest fun-
goid authorities Hemileia vastatriz, from its
destructive powers, now popularly known as
“ coffee-leaf disease.”

First appearing in one of the youngest dis-
tricts at a remote corner, it rapidly spread all
over the coffee zone, being easily distinguished
by the appearance of bright orange spots on
the leaves which subsequently wither and drop
off. At first it was treated as a matter of little
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moment by all but the late Dr. Thwaites,
F.R.S,, the Director of the Ceylon Botanic
Gardens, and for several years it apparently
did little harm, crops being only slightly
affected, and any decrease being attributed
to seasonal influences rather than to a minute
pest, which, it was supposed, only served to
remind the planter of the necessity of more
liberal cultivation. Another cause, moreover,
served most effectually to blind the eyes of
all concerned to the insidious progress of
the pest and the gradual but sure falling’
off of crops, namely, a sudden and unprece-
dented rise in the value of coffee in Europe
and America—a rise equivalent, in a few
years, to more than fifty per cent. This
great access of value to his returns more
than sufficed to compensate the Ceylon
planter for any diminution of crop. It did
more : it stimulated a vast extension of cul-
tivation into the only large reserve, known
as the Wilderness of the Peak, extending
from Nuwara Eliya through a succession of
upland valleys in Dimbula, Dikoya, and
Maskeliya, to the Adam’s Peak range, an
area of forest covering some 400 square miles,
having the most delightful climate in the
world, but until then regarded astoo high and
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wet for coffee. Thisregion h4d been previously:
utilized as a hunting-ground by an occasional
party of Europeans or Kandyans, the pilgrim’s:
paths to Adam’s" Peak, winding' their way,
through the dense jungle, and 1ntercepted by:
a succession of large unbridged rivers, being
the only lines .of communication. -~ The rush-
into this El Dorado -had begun in the time
of Sir Hercules Robinson, who energetically
aided the ‘development by extending roads:
and . bridging rivers, thus utilizing some of;
the large surpluses which the sale: of - the:
laads and the increased customs and rallwa,y)
revenues. afforded him. . iy

- A cygle of favourable—that is compara-
tively dry—seasons still further contrlbuted
to the success of the young high districts, so
that coffee (which had previously been sup-
posed to_find its suitable limit at 4,000 or
4,500 feet), was planted ‘and cultivated pro-‘
fitably up to 5,000 and-even.5,500 feet. All
through Governor Gregory’s administration
the high price of coffee and the active exten=
sion of the cultivated area continued, the
competition becoming so keen that forest-
land, which ten or twenty years before would.
not fetch as much as 1/. an acre, was sold as
high as 15l., 20l., and even 28l. an acres
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Even at this price planters calculated on
profitable results; but there can be no deubt
that speculation, rather than the teachings of
experience, guided their calculations. E
Between 186Y and 1879 over 400,000
acres of Crown land were sold by the Ceylon
Government, bringing in more than a million
sterling to.the revenue, and of this 100,000
acres were brought into cultivation with
coffee at an outlay of not less than from twq
o two and a half millions sterling, almost
entirely in the upland districts referred to.
Mesantime, the insidious leaf-fungus pest
had been: working deadly mischief. High
cultivation, with manure of various descrip-
tions, failing to arrest its progress, the aid of
science was called in, special investigations
took place, its life-history was written; but
the practical result was no more satisfactory
to the coffee planter than have similar inves-
tigations proved to the potato cultivator, the
wheat farmer fighting with rust, or the vine-
grower who is baffled by-the fatal phyllozera.
TLess deadly than the phyllozera, the leaf-
fungus had nevertheless so affected the
Ceylon coffee enterprise that in the ten
years during which cultivation had extended
more than fifty per cent., the annual export
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had fallen to three-fourths of the million
cwt, The same fungus had extended to
the coffee districts of India and Java, with
similar results in devastated crops, but in the
greatest coffee country of all—Brazil—the
impetus to an extension of cultivation which
the high prices from 1873 onwards had given,
was not checked by the presence of this fun-
goid disease, and from thence soon began to
pourinto the markets of the world such crops
as speedily brought prices to their old level,
reacting disastrously on the Ceylon enter-
prise, which had at the same time to en-
counter the monetary depression caused by
the collapse of the City of Glasgow Bank and
other financial failures in Britain, Misfor-
tunes never come singly, and accordingly a
series of wet seasons crowned the evils be-
falling the planters in the young high dis-
tricts, while the older coffee lower down
began to be neglected, so enfeebled had it
become in many places under the repeated
visits of the fungus. The result is that in
the present season (1883-4) in place of the
million cwt. exported thirteen years ago, the
total shipments of coffee from Ceylon will
not exceed one-third of that quantity, and
although with a more favourable blossoming
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time just closed, it may be largely increased
in the succeeding season, yet there is no
escape from the serious drawbacks which
beset the coffee-planter in Ceylon. The miti-
gations and silver lining to the dark cloud
will be alluded to later on.

At an early stage in the appearance of the
leaf disease, one and perhaps the chief cause
of its appearance had become apparent in
the limitation of the.cultivation to one plant,
and one only, over hundreds of square miles
of country which had previously been covered
with the most varied vegetation. Nature had
revenged herself, just as she had done in Ire-
land when potatoes threatened to become the
universal erop, as well as on extensive wheat
fields elsewhere, and on the French vine-
yards. It could not be said that the fungus
had emanated in Ceylon because of coffee
being worn out or badly cultivated, for it
first appeared in a young district upon
vigorous coffee, and it has attacked old
and young, vigorous and weak trees, with
absolute impartiality. The true remedy, then,
for the loss occasioned by this pest—apart
from the wisdom of the old adage not to have
all one’s eggs in one basket—lay in the
introduction of New Products.
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CHAPTER VII. !
NEW i’RODUCTS. ‘ te ! o

Cinchona—Tea—Cacao—India-rubber—Liberian C.oﬂ"ei, B ‘
. &e. L
ForTY years ago the Messrs. Worms (cousins -&-
of the Rothschilds, who did an immense deal
in developing Ceylon) proved that tea woald ™
grow well in the island. Attention had -.-
frequently been called to this product, and in
1867 a Ceylon planter was commissioned to
Teport on the tea-planting industry in India.
In that same year theattention of planters was
also first turned to the cinchona plant, which
had been introduced six years earlier to Indis

and Ceylon by Mr. Clements Markbam. The = -

Director of the Botanic Garden, Dr. Thwaiter,
however, found great difficulty in getting --
any planter to care about cultivating a

“ medicine. plant,” and when the great rise *

in prices for coffee came all thought of tea
and cinchona was cast to the winds, and the
one old profitable product, which everybody
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—— planters and coolies alike—understood,
W as alone planted.
Very early in his administration Sir
W illiam Gregory, to his credit be it said, saw
the necessity for new products, and he used
all his personal and official influence to secure
their development, introducing a new feature
into the Governor’s annual speech to the
Legislative Council in special notices of the
Progress of tea, cinchona, cacao, Liberian
Coffee, and rubber cultivation. The in-
fluence of the principal journal in the colony
(the Ceylon Observer) was cast into the same
Scale, and practical information to aid the
Planter of new products was collected for
% from all quarters, more especially from the
tropical belt of the earth’s surface.

When Governor Gregory arrived in 1872
only 500 acres of cinchona had been planted,
P“t before he left in 1877 not only had these
creased- to 6,000 acres, but the planters
haq begun thoroughly to appreciate the
Value of the new product, its suitableness
for the hill-country and climate of Ceylon,
ad the profits to be made from judicious
cultivation.- Now, the area under cinchona,
Waking allowance for what is planted’
throughout the coffee plantations, cannot be

F
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less than 65,000 acres, the export of bark
which was 11,547 1b. in 1872, having risen
to 7,000,000 lb. the last season (1882-3),
while it is expected to continue at from five
to six million pounds per annum. Very great
mistakes have been made in cinchona-planting
in the use of imrnature seed in unsuitable soil
and by the choice of unsuitable species ; but
every year the Ceylon planters are qualifying
more thoroughly to be successful cinchona
growers, and are finding how much may be
done to supplement coffee by this product.
It has been the conviction of very many who
have studied the climate and the character
of Ceylon soils, that the colony is far more
fitted to become a great tea producer than
ever it was to grow coffee. It is felt, too,
that a large proportion of the area opened
with the latter product—apart from the
appearance of leaf-fungus altogether—would
have done much better under tea. Unlike
India, there is mnever in the western, south-.
western, and central (the hilly) portions of
Ceylon, a month of the year without rain,
the annual fall in this region ranging from
80 to 200 inches, while the alternate tro-
pical sunshine and rain form the perfection
of climate for the tea shrub. Untimely
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showers, which so often wreck the blossoms
and the hopes of the coffee planter, do no
harm to the leaf crop of the tea planter;
and the tea shrub is found to be hardier
and more suitable to the comparatively
poor soil of Ceylon than coffee. Never-
theless it has taken many years to convince
Ceylon planters of the wisdom of looking to
tea; and far less progress has been made
than in the case of cinchona. There are
good reasons for this in the greater cost of
tea seed, and the much greater trouble
entailed in the preparation of the produce
for the market. Beginning from 1873 with
250 acres, in the ten years this area has
increased to about 35,000 acres, and now
that seed is cheaper and the manufacture of
the leaf is no longer a mystery, Ceylon is on
the highway to become a rival to the most
important of the Indian districts in the pro-
duction of tea. The export from Ceylon of
23 1b. in 1876 has risen to 1,522,882 lb.,
and it is expected to go on for some time
almost at a geometrical rate of progression.
There are large reserves of Crown land suit-
able for tea, for it is found to flourish and
produce profitable crops on land a few hundred
feet above sea-level, as well as at all altitudes
F 2
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up to 6,000 feet in the neighbourhood of
- Nuwara Eliya.

Another most promising product is Theo-
broma Cacao (‘‘ Food for gods ’) of Linnseus,
producing the cacao or chocolate of com-
merce. This can never be cultivated in
Ceylon to the same extent as coffee, tea, or
cinchona, for it requires a depth of good soil
and shelter from wind, and these are omly
to be found in very limited areas. Neverthe-
less, where these exist cacao promises to be
a most lagting and profitable cultivation, To
the late R. B. Tytler belongs the-credit of
introducing this cultivation, and in his hands
Ceylon cacao speedily realized: the highest
price in the London market, .experienced
brokers remarking that there must be some-
thing in the soil and climate of the districts
where it is cultivated in Ceylon peculiarly
suited to cacac. There are several thousand
(10,000) acres now planted, and it is quite
expected that ten years hence an area ex-
ceeding 30,000 acres under this plant will
enable Ceylon to send 120,000 to 150,000
cwt. of its product into European markets.

The Caoutchouc or India-rubber trees of
commerce, from South America and Eastern
Africa, are of more recent introduction, but
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their cultivation and growth in the coffee
districts of Ceylon have so far given most
satisfactory results. Some millions of young
- Ceara rubber trees are now growing, and
the effect on commerce must ere long be
visible.
- Among minor new products, Liberian coffee’
was introduced from the West African Re-
public of that name in the hope that its
large size and strong habit would enable it
at the low elevation in which it grows to
resist the leaf fungus; but this hope has not
been realized, and although the acreage
planted is giving fair crops, there is no
attempt to extend this area for the present.
Cardamoms, pepper, African palm-oil nut,
and nutmegs are among the other products
to which, by reason of the reverse in coffee,
planters in the hill- and low-country of Ceylon
are turning their attention; and in the
variety of all these industries, which give a
fair prospect of success, it is felt there is
sufficient guarantee to warrant the belief that
the coffee leaf fungus will prove eventually a
blessing in disguise to the island, its colonists
and native people. The latter have suffered
with their European brethren, not only
through the disease affecting their coffee
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gardens, but much more through the absence
of employment in so many branches which
the prosperous coffee enterprise opened out
to them. Now, many of them, led by their
chiefs and intelligent headmen and villagers,
are planting new products—tea, cinchona,
cacao, and rubber—like the planters them-
selves.



THE CEARA RUBBER TREE.

A Xpecimen of rapid growth in Ceylon (Sembawattie Estate); 17 ft. high, 10 in.
in circumference, and only nine months old.

[ Page 70.
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the world for crucible purposes is obtained.
The industry has taken a great start of re-
cent years, the average export increasing
fully 50 per gent.in a decade; the value of
the trade is now 350,000!. per annum, and
this has sprung up entirely within the last
forty years. ‘

Gold is freely distributed in the primary
rocks of Ceylon, but it has not been found
in paying quantities. Rich iron ore is very
abundant, but there is no coal. '

It will be observed that the branches of trade
more particularly in the hands of the natives
—coconut oil, cinnamon, and minor exports—"
are in a sound, flourishing’ and progressive
condition. The case is very different with
coffee, but we trust the table reveals the full
extent of the decline, for in the current sea-:
son (1883-4) the total out-turn is likely to
exceed 340,000 cwt., with the prospect of
being over 400,000 in 1884-5. The signifi-
cance of the figures in our table will be’
understood when it is remembered that
between 1865 and 1878 the average ex-
port of coffee shipped was equal in value
to more than double of all the other
exports put together. In. other words,
instead of four or five millions of pounds’
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worth of coffee, we are now reduced to a value
of from one and a quarter to one and a half
millions sterling. But here come in the new
headings in our export table of tea, cinchona,
and .cacao, which henceforth divide with
coffee the honour of representing our plant-
ing enterprise par excellence.

It will be observed how rapidly the trade
in cinchona and tea has developed, and
during this season and next the export of
both will be represented by millions of
pounds. Cacao or chocolate beans show
slower progress, because all the seed has
been required locally to extend the cultivated
arca. _

‘Taking the worst possible view of the
future in respect of coffee, we think that an
average export of ome and a quarter million
pounds’ sterling worth (250,000 to 350,000
cwt.) may be calculated on; and to make
up the deficiency of three millions we may
look to a steady export of cinchona bark
at least worth from six to seven hundred
thousand pounds per annum ; while cacao,
which is expected to rise rapidly to an ex-
port of 100,000 cwt., should be worth
half a million more. But the main depen-
dence must be on tea; and, considering






CHAPTER IX.

WHAT THE PLANTING INDUSTRY HAS DONE FOR
THE MOTHER-COUNTRY.

The existing depression considered—Planting profits
absorbed by Home capitaRsts—Absence of reserves of
local wealth—The accumulated profits of past years
estimated,

THE present financial depression and scarcity
of capital in Ceylon can readily be under-
stood when a succession of four bad seasous,
involving a deficiency in the planters’ har-
vests equal to five million pounds sterling,
are taken into consideration. There have
been periods of depression before in the
history of the Ceylon planting enterprise,
and these, curiously enough, have been noted
to come round in cycles of eleven years.
Thus, in 1845 wild speculation in opening
Plantations, followed by a great fall in the
Price of coffee and a collapse of credit,
arrested progress for a time; in 1856.7 a
sha'l‘p financial shock affected the course of
Prosperity which had set in; and, again, in
66.7 the fortunes of coffee fell to so low.
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an ebb that a London capitalist, who visited
the island, said the most striking picture
of woe-begone misery he saw was the typical
“man who owned a coffee estate.”” Yet this
was followed by good seasons and bounteous
coffee harvests.

"T'he depression which set in during187 9 has,
however, been the most prolonged and trying.'
True, agriculture nearly all over the world
has been suffering from a succession of bad
harvests, more particularly in the mother-
country; but there are certain grave dis-
tinctions between the conditions of a tropical’
colony and lands in a temperate zone. In:
Ceylon a generation among European colo-
nists is usually considered not to exceed ten-
years—not at all on account of mortality,
for the hills of Ceylon have the perfection of-
a healthy climate, but from the constant
changes in the elements of the European
community—the coming and going which
make such a distinct change in the broad
elements of society every ten or certamly
every fifteen years. :

The colonists who make fortunes in the:
island do not think of making it their per-:
manent home. “The capitalist who sends out
his money for investment gets it back as
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800N ag possible. The “accumulated profits”
made during the time of prosperity, which at
home form a reserve fund of local wealth to
enable the sufferer from present adversity to
benefit by past earnings, are utterly wanting
in Ceylon. We have no reserve fund of
Past profits to fall back upon, no class of
wealthy Europeans enriched by former times
of prosperity living amongst us and circu-
lating the liquidated products of former
industry.
Ceylon, in fact, is a sort of *“incubator”
to which capitalists send their eggs to be
ha'tched, and whence they receive from time
0 time an abundant brood, leaving us but
the shells for our local portion. Money has
beeq sent here to fell our forests and plant
Fbem with coffee, and it has been returned
1" the shape of copious harvests to the home
%@ pitalist, leaving us in some cases the bare
111 .sides from whence these rich harvests
VSxe drawn. Had the profits from our
b wandant coffee crops in the past been
O ated here and invested in the country
aq its soil, what,a fund of local wealth
WOld now exist, what manufactures might
MO v have been flourishing, what numhers of
wQalt.hy citizens of European origin might
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have been living in affluence, and what re-
sources should we not have possessed to
help us over the time of our adversity and
depression !

The total amount of coffee raised on the
plantations of Ceylon since 1849 is about
18,000,000 cwt., and there were produced
previously (excluding native coffee in both
cases) about 1,000,000 cwt. at the least,
making a grand total of coffee of 19,000,000
cwt. as the produce of imported capital.
Including interest and all items of local
cost, we may safely say that this coffee has
been produced for 2I. 2s. per cwt., and has
realized at the least 3l. net on an average;
it has therefore earned a mnet profit of
17,000,000l. The coffee so produced has
been yielded by plantations of not more than
320,000 acres in the aggregate, after includ-
ing a due allowance for lands abandoned ;
and the average cost of the estates, including
the purchase of the land, has certainly not
exceeded 25!, per acre, involving a total
capital of 8,000,000!. There has therefore
been a sum of 9,000,0001. of liquidated profit
returned to the capitalist, besides the refund
of his principal, and there remains still the
existing plant of say 250,000 acres of land
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vMdAer caltivation by means of the said
c2Pital, worth at least 121. 10s. per acre, or
i"“'Dgether 3,000,000!. —thus showing a total
Profit of 12,000,000l. Looking at some
fracts of land which have been relegated to
Weeds and waste—tracts which for many
long years poured forth rich harvests for
bheir owners—the question forces itself upon
us: What would now have been the condition
of these lands if their owners had been
settled on them, and their families, home-
steads, and accumulated profits had remained

to enrich the island ?

Most likely the lands now waste would
have been flourishing farms, whose natural
fertility would have been maintained, or
probably increased, by fostering care and
scientific treatment, and they would have
been covered with other tropical products
wherever the old ‘ King Coffee ”” had been
dethroned by age or sickness.

Where is now the fruit of these wasted
lands ? . Are they not, we may ask, absorbed
in the splendid mansions and still more
magnificent institutions of the mother-
country, swelling its plethora of wealth and
luxury ? Hence comes it that, though Ceylon
can show many outward and visible signs of
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material wealth since the establishmeént of
the planting enterprise, in a greatly-increased
revenue, great public works, railways, roads,
harbour works, tanks, irriga.tiqn canals, and
public buildings, yet there is not a wealthy
European in the island. Riches have been
heaped up elsewhere—that is, in the mother-
country—out of Ceylon; while there are no
large local incomes to meet the era of short
crops and the financial disasters which began
in 1879.

Of course, we are now looking at the
Ceylon planting enterprise from the colo-
nial point of view. When a financial crisis
comes, and home capitalists find they can-
not realize and sell their property through
the absence of iocal purchasers, they are apt
to speak disparagingly of the colony which has
done so much for their brethren, if not for
themselves, in years gone "by, and which will
yet do as much-in the future.

As regards the native cultivation of ex-
portable articles, the profits from six or
seven million cwts. of native- -grown coffee
shipped, and from cinnamon, coir, coco-
nus  oil, plumbago &c., have' of. course
come back and enriched the people i
a way which is visible on all sides, and is
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wOre particularly striking to old colonists.

There are a considerable number of wealthy
native gentlemen enriched by trade and
agriculture within British times, and nearly
all the property in the large towns, as well
a8 extensive planted areas, belong to them.
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CHAPTER X,

WHAT THE PLANTING INDUSTRY HAS DONE FOR
CEYLON.

Population nearly doubled—Revenue quadrupled;'[’rade
expanded sixteen to twenty fold—Employment afforded
to natives—An El Dorado for the Indian immigrant—
Coffee hitherto the mainstay of the island—The mate-
rial progress in the Planting districts.

‘Waar British capital and the planting enter-
prise have done for Ceylon would require an
essay in itself to describe adequately. In
1837, when the pioneer coffee planters be-
gan work, Ceylon was a mere military de-
pendency, with a revenue amounting to
372,000l., or less than the expenditure,
costing the mother-country a good round
sum every year, the total population not
exceeding one and a half million, but requiring
well-nigh 6,000 British and native troops to
keep the peace.

Now we have the population increased to
two and three-quarter millions, with only
1,200 troops, all paid for out of a revenue
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averaging 1,300,000l., a people far better
fed, better educated and cared for in every
way. The total import and export trade
since planting began has expanded from
half a million sterling in value to from
eight to ten millions sterling, according to
the harvests. During the forty-five years
referred to some thirty to forty millions
sterling have been paid away in wages
earned in connexion with plantations to
Kandyan axemen, Tamil coolies, Sinhalese
carpenters, domestic servants, and carters.
A great proportion of this has gone to bene-
fit Southern India, the home of the Tamil
coolies, of whom 200,000 over and above
the usual labour supply were saved from
starvation in Ceylon during the Madras
famine of 1877-8. In fact, Ceylon at that
time, mainly through its planters, contributed
nearly as much aid to her big neighbour as
the total of the *Mansion House Fund ”
subscribed in the United Kingdom.
According to official papers there are
sixteen millions of people in Southern India
whose annual earnings, taking grain, &c., at
its full value, do not average per family of five
iore than 3l. 12s., or ls. 6d. per month—
equal to 3d. per head per day. Incredible
G 2
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as this may appear, it is true, although with
better times now perhaps 1d. would be a
safe rate per caput. No wonder that to such
‘a people the planting country of Ceylon,
when all was prosperous, was an El.Dorado,
for each family could there earn from.9s. to
12s. per week, and save from half to three-
quarters the amount. The immigrant cooly
labourers have suffered of late years -from
the short crops and depression like their
masters, but, with medical care provided,
cheap food, comfortable huts, and vegetable
gardens, few labouring classes in the world
are better off. Nor ought we to forget the
Tamil Cooly Mission which is doing a good
work in educating and Christianizing many
amongst the coolies, mainly supported as it
is by the planters.

Our calculation is that from each acre of
coffee or tea land kept in full cultivation in
Ceylon five natives (men, women, and chil-
dren) directly or indirectly derive their means
of subsistence. It is no wonder then that,
with a population increased in the planting
era by seventy to eighty per cent., four to
five times the quantity of cotton cloth is
consumed, and ten times the quantity of food-
stuffs imported.
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The British governors of Ceylon have
repeatedly acknowledged that the planting
enterprise is the mainstay of the island.
None have more forcibly shown this than Sir
William Gregory, who, in answer to the
remark that the general revenue of the colony
was being burdened with charges for rail-
way extension and harbour works, benefit-
ing chiefly the planting industry, said:
“What, I would ask, is the basis of the
whole prosperity of Ceylon but the coffee
enterprise ? What gave me the surplus
revenues, by which I was able to make roads
and bridges all over the island, causeways
at Manndr and Jaffna, to make grants for
education and to take measures to educate
the masses—in short, to promote the general
industry and enterprise of the island from
Jaffna to Galle—but the results of the capital
and energy engaged in the cultivation of
coffee? It follows therefore that, in en-
couraging the great coffee enterprise, I shall
be furthering the general interests of the
colony.” Sir William Gregory was able to
create a mew province in Ceylon, entirely
occupied by the poorest and previously most-
neglected class of natives—namely,the North-
Central Province—with roads, bridges, build-
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ings, forest clearings, and irrigation works,
solely by the surplus revenues obtained from
the planting enterprise.

The pioncer planter introduces into re-
gions all but unknown to man a host of
contractors, who in their turn bring in a
train of pedlars, tavern-keepers and others,
eager to profit by the expenditure about. to.
take place. To the contractors succeed the
Malabar coolies, the working bees of the
colony, who plant and cultivate the coffee,
and at a subsequent period reap the crop.
Each of these coolies consumes monthly a
bushel of rice, a quantity of salt and other
condiments, and occasionally cloth, arrack,
&c., the import, transport, and purchase of
which find employment for the merchant,
the retail dealer, the carrier, and their
servants ; and, again, the wants of these
functionaries raise around them a race of
shopkeepers, domestics, and others, who, but
for the success of coffee planting, would have
been unable to find equally profitable employ-
ment.

Nor are the results bounded by the limits
of the colony. The import of articles con-
sumed gives employment to hundreds of sea-
men and to thousands of tons of shipping
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that, but for this increased trade, would never
bave been built. The larger demand for rice
stimulates and cheers the toil of the Indian
ryot ; the extended use of clothing stimulates
the Manchester spinners and weavers and all
dependent on them; and the increased de-
wand for the implements of labour tells on
Birmingham and Sheffield. Who shall say
where the links of the chain terminate,
affecting as they do indirectly all the great
branches of the human family ?

Then again, when the estate becomes pro-
ductive, how many of the foregoing agencies
are again called into operation! On ar-
rival in Colombo the parchment coffee is
usually peeled, winnowed, and sized by
powerful steam machinery (agency which
provides employment for engineers, smiths,
stokers, wood-cutters, &c.), and is after-
wards picked by hand, a laborious operation
which gives occupation for thousands of the
industrious poor natives, and enables them
to support an expenditure for food, clothing,
and other necessaries, the supply of which
further furnishes profitable employment to
the shopkeeper, merchant, seaman, &c. In
fact, it is impossible {o pursue in all their
ramifications the benefits derived from the

—t
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cultivation of the fragrant berry which has
become the staple product of Ceylon. Other
results, too, there are— moral ones—such as
must sooner or later arise from the infusion
" of Anglo-Saxon energy and spirit among an
Eastern people, from the spread of the English
language, and, what is of more importance
still, the extension of civilization and Chris-
tianity.

The material change in the planting
districts and the Central Province of Ceylon
within the last forty years has been mar-
vellous. Villages and towns have appeared
where all was barren waste or thick jungle;
roads have been cut in all directions; and
prosperous villages have sprung up like magie
in “ The Wilderness of the Peak.” Gampola,
Badulla, and M4talé, which each consisted of
a rest-house and a few huts, and Ndwalapi-
tiya, which had no existence at all in 1841,
are now populous towns; while Panwila,
Teldeniya, Madulkelle, Deltota, Haldummulla,
Lunugalla, Passera, Wellimadde, Balangoda,
Ratotte, Rakwdna, Yateantotte, &c , are
more. than villages. _

Some of the planting grant-ln-ald roads,
carried through what was dense forest or
waste land, are lined for miles with na-
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tive houses and boutiques, as also with
native cultivation in gardens or fields. The
change cannot be better described than in
the words of the Rev. Spence Hardy, of the
Wesleyan Mission, who after spending
twenty.two years in Ceylon, between 1825
and 1847, returned to England, and re-
Visited the island in 1862. Mr. Hardy was
aCcustomed to travel through nearly all the
Sinhalese disricts. '
Writing in 1864, he says:—“ Were some
Sinhalese appukami to arise, who had gone

~ down to the grave fifty years ago, and from
that time remained unconscious, he would not
know his own land or people; and when
told where he was he would scarcely believe
his eyes, and would have some difficulty with
his ears ; for though there would be the old
language even that would be mixed with
many words that to him would be utterly
unintelligible. Looking at his own country-
men, he would say that in his time both the
head and the feet were uncovered, but that
now they cover both; or perhaps he would
think that the youths whom he saw withstock-
ings and shoes and caps were of some other
nation. He would be shocked at the heedless-
ness with which appus and naidas and every-
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body else roll along in their bullock-bandies,
~ passing even the carriage of the white man
whenever they are able by dint of tail-pulling
or hard blows; and when he saw the horse-
keepers riding by the side of their masters
and sitting on the same seat, there would be
some expression of strong indignation. He
would listen in vain for the ho-he-voh of the
palanquin-bearers and their loud shouts,
and would look in. vain for the tomjohns and
doolies, and for the old lascoreens with their
talipots and formal dress. He would be
surprised at seeing so many women walking
in the road and laughing and talking together
like men, but with no burdens on their heads
and nothing in their hands, and their clothes
not clean enough for them to be going to
the temple. He would perhaps complain
of the bard road, as we have heard a native
gentleman from Kalpitiya do, and say that
soft sand was much better. He would wonder
where all the tiles come from for so many
houses, and would think that the high-caste
families must have multiplied amazingly for
them to require so many stately mansions;
and the porticoes, and the round white
pillars, and the trees growingin the compound,
bearing nothing but long thin thorns, or
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with' pale yellow leaves instead of green ones,
would be objects of great attraction. He
would fancy that the Moormen must have in-
creased at a great rate, as he would take the
tall chimneys of the coffee stores to be the
minarets -of mosques, until he saw the
smoke proceeding from them, and then he
would be puzzled to know what they could
be. In the bazaar he would stare at the
policemen and the potatoes and the loaves
of bread, and a hundred other things that no
bazaar ever saw in his day. And the talk
about planters and barbacues, cooly immigra-
tion, and the overland and penny postage,
and bishops and agents of Government, and
the legislative council and banks, news-
papers and mail-coaches, would confuse him
by the strangeness of the terms. He would
listen incredulously when told that there is
no réjakériya, or forced labour, and no fish
tax; and that thereare no slaves, and that you
can cut down a cinnamon tree in your own
garden without having to pay a heavy fine.
Remembering that when Governor North
made the tour of the island, he was accom-
panied by 160 palanquin-bearers, 400 coolies,
2 elephants, and 50 lascoreens,.and that
when the adigar Ahelapola visited Colombo
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he had with him a retinue of a thousand re-
tainers, and several elephants, he would think
it impossible that the governor could go on-
a tour of inspection, or a judge on circuit,
without white olas lining the roadside, and
triumphal arches, and javelin men, and
tomtoms, and a vast array of attendants. He.
would ask, perhaps, what king now reigns in
Kandy, and whether he had mutilated any
more of the subjects of Britain. From these
supposed surprises, we may learn something
of the changes that have taken place in the
island, but we cannot tell a tithe of the
whole.”

As to the comparative freedom from poverty
and suffering which distinguishes the lower
classes, the vast masses of the matives of
Ceylon, it must be remembered that they live
as a rule in the most genial of climates, where
the pangs of hunger are almost unknown,
little more than a few plantains a day being
sufficient to support life in idleness, if so
chosen. Sir Edward Creasy, in his * History
of England,” says: “I have seen more human
misery in a single winter’s day in London;
than I have seen during my nine years stay
in Ceylon.”
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spects. The atmospheric disturbances whict™
periodically agitate the Bay of Bengal, ana—
carry, in hurricanes and cyclones, destruction—
to the shipping in the exposed Madras road—
stead and the devoted Hooghly, seldom or—
never approach the north-eastern shores of=
this island. If Java and the rest of the Eastern_
Archipelago boast of a far richer soil than isto-
be found in Ceylon, it is owing to the volcanic
agency which makes itself known at frequent
intervals by eruptions and earthquakes, the
utmost verge of whose waves just touches the
eastern coast of the island at Batticaloa and
Trincomalee in scarcely perceptible undula-
tions. On the west, again, Ceylon is equally
beyond the region of the hurricanes which,
extending from the Mozambique Channel,
visit so often and so disastrously the coasts
of Madagascar, Mauritius, and Zanzibar. The
wind and rain-storms which usher in periodi-
cally the south-west and north-east monsoons;
sometimes inflict slight damage on the coffee
and rice crops, but there is no comparison
between the risks attaching to cultivation
in Ceylon, and those experienced by planters
in Java and Mauritius. ‘ 4

The same absence of risk holds good with
reference to the hitherto open roadstead of
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C o lombo, and the island shipping trade, which
A s for years been nearly all centred there.
Except for an occasional gale from the
SO uth-west, there was no special danger to be
8\ arded against, and the risks to vessels
\ying at Colombo were much less than to
Yhose at Calcutta, Madras, or Bombay. But
the delay in the transaction of shipping
business, owing to the prevalence of a heavy
surf and stiff breeze during monsoon months,
was more than sufficient to justify the very
substantial breakwater and allied harbour
works which, under the direction. of Sir John
Coode, and his representative, Mr. Kyle, have
just been successfully completed at Colombo.
The capital of Ceylon is now the great central
mail and commercial steamer port of the East.
All the large steamers of the P. and O.
Company, the British India, Star, Ducal, and
most of the Messageries, the Clan, Glen, and
other lines for Europe, India, China, the
Straits, and Australia, call at Colombo
regularly. One consequence of this, valu-
able to the merchant and planter, is the
regular and cheap freight offered to the
world’s markets. Freights now do not
average one-half of the rates prevalent some.
years ago. ..
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. There is no tropical land—indeed there
are few countries anywhere—so .thoroughly
served by railway and roads, canals and na-
vigable streams, as Ceylon at the present day.
The means of cheap transport between the-
interior and the coast (a few remote districts
only excepted) are unequalled in the tropics.
Indian tea-planters confess that their Ceylon
brethren have a great advantage over them
in this respect, and still more so in the
abundant supply of good, steady, cheap
labour, trained by long experience to plan-
tation work. A more forcing climate, too,
than that of Ceylon does not exist under
the sun, while now that the country is fully
opened, the risks to health are infinitesimal
compared with those of pioneers in new
countries or of the tea-planters in the Terai
of India. Whatever may be said of the
inimical effects of bad seasons on coffee—too
much rain at blossoming time—there can be
no doubt of the advantage of abundance of
moisture and heat for fea, and it isin respect.
of the fitness of large tracts of undeveloped
country for tea production that we would
especially ask for the attention of British
capitalists. _ ‘
Indian tea-planters, who have come to see
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how tea is growing in Ceylon, confess that
We are bound to beat Northern India. Tea,
Of a5 good quality as that from Assam, can be
Placed on board ship at Colombo for two-
Pence to threepence per pound less than
Xnadian tea on board ship at Calcutta. This
Tha.s been proved, although Ceylon planters are
only beginning the systematic cultivation and
Preparation of tea. But tea (although the
Principal), is only one among a list of
valuable tropical products which Ceylon is
well fitted to grow.
As a body, Ceylon planters are among the
most intelligent, gentlemanly, and hospitable
of any colonists in British dependencies.
The rough work of pioneering in the early
days before there were district roads, villages,
Supplies, doctors, or other comforts of civili-
Zation, was chiefly done by hard-headed Scots :
len hivouacked in the trackless jungle with
th? Scantiest accommodation under tropical
Talng Jasting for weeks together, with rivers
SWOllen to flood-level and impassable, while
fooq supplies often ran short, as none
foulq pe got across the wide torrents. All

©8e and many other similar experiences are
of the past in the settled planting districts of
Cey lon, although there are outlying parts

H
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where pioneers can still rough it to theiro
heart’s content. In the hill-country the=
pioneers about twenty years ago began to be=
succeeded by quite a different class of men—
Younger sons with a capital, present or—
prospective, of a few thousand pounds,—
educated at public schools, and many of thems_
University men, found an opening in life=
on Ceylon plantations far more congenial
than that of the Australian bush or the
backwoods of Canada. Of course some of
these did not succeed as planters, as they pro=
bably would not succeed at anything in the
colonies; but for well-inclined youngmen of the
right stamp, not afraid of hard work, Ceylon
still presents an opening as planters of tea,
cinchona, cacao, &c., provided the indispen-
sable capital is available. The usual mode,:
and the safe one, is to send the young man.
fresh from home, through the introduction
of some London or Colombo firm, to study his
business as .a planter, and to learn the
colloquial Tamil spoken by the coolies, under
an experienced. planter for two or three
years..

In prosperous times such young assistants
were taught and boarded free in return for
their help, and began to earn a salary after a
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yearorso. Now,a fee for board and teaching
(502 ., or at most 100!. a year) may be needful
Owhere in the whole wide world can young
Men Jearn so thoroughly the mysteries of
Coffee, tea, cinchona planting, &c., or be so
Well equipped as tropical agriculturists as
n Ceylon. Ceylon planters and machinists
have taught the rest of -the tropics how
to grow and prepare coffee. properly ; more
18 known in it about the mysteries of cin-
chona bark culture than anywhere else; the
Ceylon tea-planter is likely, ere long, to beat
both India and China in the race for fine
teas. Ceylon cacao beans have already sold
highest in the London market, just as she
sends thither the finest cinnamon, coco-
nut-oil, coir, &c. It may truly be said
that the Press of Ceylon has greatly aided
the planters in acquiring this pre-eminence.
The Ceylon Obseiver has sent special corre-
spondents to report on the tea regions of
Assam and Darjeeling, on the Cinchona
Gardens of the Nilgeries, and of Java; to
West Africa to learn all about Liberian coffee,
and to South and Central America to ascertain
the progress of coffee; while its manuals on
cbﬂ’e(,, tea, cinchona, cacao, india-rubber,
coconut palm, and cinnamon plautlug, are
H 2
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known throughout the tropics. Latterly a
monthly periodical, the Tropical Agriculturist,
published at the same office, is effectually
bringing together all the information and
experience available in reference to all that
concerns agriculture in tropical and sub-
tropical regions. This is merely mentioned,
en passant, in part explanation of the high
position taken by the Ceylon-trained planter,
wherever he goes.

Since the depression of 1879 many Ceylon
plantation managers and assistant superin-
tendents have had to seek their fortunes
elsewhere ; and, indeed, the planting districts
of Southern India may be said to be off-
shoot settlements from Ceylon, while in Fiji,
Northern Australia, the Straits Settlements,
Burmah, and North Borneo, there are Ceylon
planters now pioneering and building-up a
planting enterprise. '

Nevertheless, there is still ample scope for
the capitalist and for the young man who
can, after he has learned planting, command
capital in Ceylon. There is a wide extent
of forest land well suited for tea, and it can
be had for 1l. an acre, crown title freehold.
Owing to the depression, property in plan-
tations already formed has fallen greatly
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. value, and may be bought cheaply,
though discrimination should certainly be
cercised. One beneficial result of the
arcity of capital has been to secure the
most economy in doing work, and land is
>w opened and cultivated for far less than
as the case some years ago.
The convenience afforded by quick passages
large steamers vid the Suez Canal, and by
ilways and roads in Ceylon, is such that
pitalists can now inspect their property in
syylon with as much ease and pleasure as they
buld have in a two months’ trip to the High-
nds of Scotland or to the South of Europe.
ow different the case was twenty years
‘0, when we remember a Glasgow capitalist,
vning a property worth 100,000¢. in Ceylon,
ming out to see it, and after getting to
uwara Eliya, within forty miles of the
operty, refusing to go further, so bad were
e roads; and he, a man of sixty-eight or
venty, returned home without ever having
en the plantation, and ultimately sold his
terests to a Limited Company at a con-
derable profit !
The carriage of produce from the estates
Colombo, from 100 to 200 miles, used
ten to take as much time and cost as much
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as the freight 15,000 miles round the Cape.
From the Uva districts. still, it is true that
carriage costs in time and momney more
than freight vid the Canal; but as a whole,
Ceylon is magnificently roaded, with an
ample supply of cheap labour, and a particu-
larly favourable climate.

Fmally, let the capitalist know, that ob-
noxious laws connected with the Roman-
Dutch system are to be reformed. Codes
have just been framed, and antiquated 1aws
are being superseded.






104 Ceylon in 1884.

a first-class steamer of any of half-a-dozen
lines competing at from 40l. to 65I. for the
single, or less than double for the return
passage, is, at the proper season of the year
—September to March or April-—a pleasure
trip of the most enjoyable and instructive
kind. Calling at Gibraltar, Malta, Port Said,
Suez, and Aden, instruction and pleasure of
a high order are obtained ; while the beauty
of Ceylon vegetation and scenery, the interest
attaching to her people, towns, and ancient
cities and monuments, amply reward even
the worst sea-traveller for the unpleasantness
of a voyage. Tennent well says that Ceylon,
from whatever direction it may be approached,
unfolds a scene of loveliness and grandeur
unsurpassed, if it be rivalled, by any land in
the universe. Its names—*¢ Lank4, the re.
splendent” of the Brahmins ; the * pearl-drop
on the brow of Ind > of the Buddhists ; * the
island of jewels” of the Chinese; ¢ the land
of the hyacinth and ruby” of the Greeks ;
and ‘“the home of Adam and Eve after
losing Paradise,” according to the Mohamme-
dans,—as Arabi and his fellow-exiles said the
other day—will show the high esteem in
which it has been held both in the East and
the West.
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As for its history, as already mentioned,
no region between Chaldea and China can
tell so much of its past deeds as Ceylon,
while the ruins of its ancient capitals in
palaces, temples, digobas, and tanks, are
only second to those of Egypt; these are
all now rendered accessible in a few days’
trip by railway and carriage from Colombo,
without risk or inconvenience, and at very
little expense to the traveller.

As to vegetation, &c., Ceylon is one huge
tropical garden, presenting objects of intense
interest to the botanist and zoologist, from
the coral reef and pearl oyster banks of its
shores, the palms and creepers bending down
to meet “ the league long rollers thundering
on its shores,” to the grassy pathways run-
ning up to hills clothed to their summit with
the most varied forest trees, or to the plateaux
of Nuwara Eliya and the surrounding plains,
where, at an elevation of over 6,000 feet, in
grass and flowers and trees, a bit of

¢“Europe amid Asia smiles.”

There, in snug cottages, wood fires and
blankets are required to keep out the cold. In
One day the visitor can pass from Colombo
with its average temperature of 81° to the
Sanatarium, with its wintry comforts and
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temperature falling to freezing-point o¢ca——
sionally, but averaging 57°. :

The perfection of climate, in an average o e
65° all the year round, is found at 5,000 fee —_—
among the bungalows of Dimbula, Dikoyamse—s==
Maskeliya, -or of Uva with its drier and a-se==a
times more pleasant climate. Itis no wonder—mr =!
then, that parents and others, with thei s ==
sons, daughters or other relatives settled ix— &1
Ceylon, should have begun to visit it in orde ==—=¢
to escape trying winter and spring month s h
in England. Not a few who used to winte==="°
in Egypt find it nearly as convenient anase
more interesting to come on to Ceylon. Th =&
late Mr. C. A. Cameron and his wife, Mree==== "*
Julia Cameron (the well-known artist ances —™
friend of Teunyson), even when in advancec—= =
years, made the voyage across several timez =—
to visit and stay for considerable period=—"
with their sons settled in the island.

Colombo, the capital, a city of close or——""
120,000 inhabitants, with its fine artificia - ~!
harbour (begun by Sir Hercules Robinson, an
now nearly completed), has much to interes =2
the visitor in its beautiful drives over the==
smoothest of roads through the ¢ Cinnamora.
Gardens;” its lake and the Kelani river,.
with Sir Edward Barnes’s bridge of boats ; I
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its public museum, erected by Sir William
Gregory, and containing objects of interest
from all parts of the island ; the old Dutch -
church containing the tombs and monuments
of Dutch governors ; the bungalows and gar-
dens of thé Europeans, and, still more, the
crowded native parts of the town, teeming
Wwith every variety of oriental race and costume
—the effeminate light brown Sinhalese, the
men as well as women wearing their hair
tied behind in knots (the former patroniz-
ing combs, the latter elaborate hairpins), the
darker and more manly Tamils, Hindus of
every caste and dress, Moormen or Arab
descendants, Afghan traders, Malay police-
men,  a few Parsees and Chinese, Kaffir
descendants, besides the Eurasians of Dutch
or Portuguese or English and native de-
scent.

Colombo has two first-class, besides minor
hotels, and the stranger is soon surrounded
by native pedlars, especially jewellers with
their supply of gems, from rare cat’s-eyes,
rubies, sapphires and pearls, to first-class
Birmingham imitations.

The scene to the new-comer is bewilder-
ingly inmteresting—visions of the Arabian
Nights are conjured up, for, as Miss Jews-
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bury sang after her visit some forty years

ago :—

*Ceylon! Ceylon! ’tis nought to me
How thou wert known or named of old,
As Ophir, or Taprobang,
By Hebrew king, or Grecian bold :—

To me thy spicy-wooded vales,
Thy dusky sons, and jewels bright,
But image forth the far-famed tales—
But seem a new Arabian night.

And when engirdled figures crave

Heed to thy bosom’s glittering store —
1 see Aladdin in his cave;

I follow Sinbad on the shore.”

Although the mean temperature of Colombo
is nearly as high as that of any station in the
world as yet recorded, yet the climate is
one of the healthiest and safest for Euro-
peans because of the slight range between
night and day, and between the so-called “sea-
sons,” of which, however, nothing is known
there, it being one perpetual summer varied
only by the heavy rains of the monsoon
months, May, June, October, and November.
But in the wettest months it rarely hap-
pens that it rains continuously even for two
whole days and nights; as a rule, it clears
up for some hours each day.
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Waterworks are now being coustructed
under the direction of Mr. Bateman, the
well-known hydraulic engineer, at a cost of a
quarter of a million pounds sterling, to con-
vey water from mountain streams, distant
thirty miles, to serve Colombo, some parts
of which are badly off for a good supply.
When the works and distribution over the
city are completed, and the drainage also
is thus improved, Colombo will more than
ever be entitled to its reputation of being
one of the healthiest (as well as most beau-
tiful) cities in the tropics, or indeed in the
world. A convenient system of tramways is
also about to be constructed.

There are several places of interest in the
neighbourhood of Colombo that are well
worth a visit.

A seaside railway line runs for twenty-
seven miles as far as Kalutara (the Rich-
mond of Ceylon), the border inland being one
continuous avenue of coconut trees. The
enjoyment of the scene to a lover of natural
beauty is indescribable : the cool shade of the
palm groves, the fresh verdure of the grass,
the bright tints of the flowering trees,
with occasional glimpses through openings
in the dense wood of the mountains of the
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interior, the - purple zone of 'hills above
which the sacred mountain of Adam’s Peak:
is sometimes seen,—all- combine to form a-
landscape which in novelty and beauty is-
unsurpassed : . S

“So fair a scene, so green a sod,
Our English fairies never trod.”

The mildness of the climate of Colombo,
the murmur of cricket and insect life at
night, and the brilliancy of the moonhght
strlke the stranger, although the closeness
of the atmosphere then is sometimes felt,
to be oppressive, and the attention of
mosquitoes at certain seasons is far from
pleasant. But-the low-country can easily be’
exchanged for the hills. In four hours one
passes from Colombo by a splendid rallway
running through interesting country, sur-
mounting an incline which is one of the
greatest railway ascents (at least in the t10pi-,
cal world), 1,600 feet above sea-level, to the
last capital of the native kings of the island—
Kandy—a town of 22,000 people. Kandy is
unique in its situation in a valley surrounded
by hills, with its artificial lake, its Buddhist
and Hindu temples, including the Maligdwa,
the most sacred Buddhist temple in the world,
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which contains the so-called relic of Buddha’s
tooth, and to which the kings and priests of
Burmah, Siam, and Cambodia send occasional
offerings, and which is had in reverence in
portions of India, Thibet, and even China
and Japan.

The botanical gardens at Péradeniya, three
miles from Kandy, are well worth a visit,
Betweén Colombo and Kandy extensive
paddy or rice cultivation can be seen in the
low-country ; while higher up the Kandyans’
terraced rice-fields and fields of Liberian
coffee and the chocolate-tree may be noted.

From Kandy a visit to the Dumbara valley,
five or six miles by road, or to Matalé, twenty
miles by railway, will show, some of the finest
cacao (chocolate) plantations; while south-
ward, the railway journey to Gampola and.
Niwalapitiya—and in 1885, when the exten-.
sion should be completed, to Ndnu-oya near
Nuwara Eliya—will carry the visitor through
long stretches of tea, ocoffee, and cinchona
plantations, amidst enchanting mountain
scenery, with rivers, forests, waterfalls,‘and
gorges that nothing can surpass. When this
line is completed—the contract time is May,:
1885—the railway ride from Colombo to
Ninu-oya for 130, miles, rising from sea-level
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to 5,600 feet, will be one of the most in~
teresting in the world.

Nénu-oya is within five miles of Nuwara
Eliya, the sanatarium, by a fine road on
which an omnibus or tramway will be
started for railway travellers. There is good.
hotel and boarding-house accommodation ;
plantations of tea and cinchona, and the
Hakgalla experimental gardens, are in the
neighbourhood. The summit of the highest
mountain in Ceylon, Pidurutaldgala, 8,296
feet, or 2,000 feet above the Plains, can be
easily attained in a walk before breakfast ;
while a trip to the top of the far more
interesting Adam’s Peak (sacred alike to-
Buddhists, Hindus, Mohammedans, ard even
Roman Catholics) can be readily arranged —a
good road running for forty miles to a point
on the mountain breast about 3,000 feet
from the summit, which is 7,353 feet high..
In 1885 the railway will save twenty-three
miles of road between Nuwara Eliya and
Adam’s Peak. The climb up the latter is a
stiff one, particularly the last portion, where
steps are cut out, and even chains fixed in
the rock, to prevent the climber from slip-
ping or being blown down the side of the
precipice in stormy seasons. The view from
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the top in clear weather is ample reward for
all trouble, and the projection of the shadow:
across the low-country to the sea as the sun
rises is a sight, once seen, never to be
forgotten.

From Nuwara Eliya a day’s ride suffices
to reach the Horton Plains, 1,000 feet higher ;
and there, as well as between these two
points, is a large extent of upland in a de-
lichtful climate, well suited for comparative
settlement by Europeans. At any rate their
children could be kept here in rude health
until twelve to fourteen years of age; and
the soil is well fitted for small farms and
vegetable gardens, as well as for growing
cinchona and the finer qualities of tea. As
a sanatarium for British troops, this site is
unequalled, both for climate and acces-
sibility.

Already the surrounding districts, served
by road and railway, and having villages,
stores, churches, clergymen, and doctors, are
beginning to be regarded as the compara-
tively permanent homes of many of the
planters. Nuwara Eliya and the Horton
Plains border on the Uva Principality, with its
somewhat dry, upland climate ; so deliciously
pleasant and health-giving is the air that to

I
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breathe it has been compared to a draught
of pure wine. A waterfall in one of the
divisions of Uva is the highest in Ceylon,
600 feet. Civil and military officers, merchants
and others, from India, are now beginning to
look to Ceylon, with its seaside boarding-
establishment at Mount Lavinia, and its
comfortable accommodation at Nuwara Eliya
sanatarium, as more desirable than Indian
hill-stations during the hot season.

From Kandy the trip to the ancient-
capitals of Anurddhapura and Polonndruwa,
from ninety to sixty miles to the north and
east, can easily be arranged for the visitor;
and from amid the ruins of Anurddhapura-
(2,000 years old) one can despatch a tele-
gram to friends at home in England, or post-
a budget of news.!

For sportsmen there is elephant shooting in
the far south in the Hambantota district, elk
hunting round Nuwara Eliya, or wild buffalo,
bear, and cheetah in the forests of the north
and east.?

! With the permission of Mr. Richard Bentley, the pub-
lisher, extracts from Major Forbes’s Eleven Years in Ceylon
(published in 1840), bearing on the ruins of Anuridha-
pura and the Buddhist religion, are given as Appendix II

? Elephant kraals—a system of capturing elephants
peculiar to Ceylon—are now of rare occurrence, being
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In 1885, and, we trust, during successive
years, the opportunity will probably be fur-
nished of being present at a pearl-oyster
fishery off the north-west coast, for which
Ceylon has been famous from time imme-
morial. The primitive mode of diving for
and gathering the oysters by a particular
caste of native divers, their sale by Govern-
ment auction, and the business in pearls with
thousands of dealers and their followers, who
collect from all parts of India in the hope
of a good fishery taking place,—all this is
full of novelty.

The cost of living in Ceylon at hotels ranges
from 10s. per day upwards, board and comfort-
able accommodation by the month being avail-
able at from 7I. to 10l. per month for each
adult. A lady and gentleman leaving England
on the 15th of November, and returning by the
15th of May, spending four clear months in
a comfortably-furnished bungalow in the hill-
country of Ceylon, could do so for a total

organized only on special occasions. A description of the
kraal arranged for the entertainment of the Princes
Albert Victor and George of Wales on their recent visit
to the colony, which, though unsuccessful in its primary
object, was characterized by some stirring incidents, will
be found in Appendix I. :

12
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cost of from 350l to 400!., including cost of
trips to the points of interest in the island;
the greater portion of this amount being for
passage-money to and fro, which now ranges
from 70l. to 100! for return tickets. With
further competition there can be no doubt,
as the steamer’s margin of profit allows of
a considerable reduction, that the day is
not far distant when 30l. should secure
a first-class passage between Ceylon and
England, and 50I. a return ticket extending
over six months. Before the Suez Canal
opened 100l. was the s1ng1e rate for the
overland route.

It may be averred that little has been
said about the drawbacks to life in, or even
a visit to, Ceylon. The tropical heat in
the low-country must be endured; but, if
found trying, a single day’s journey will
carry the visitor to a cool region. As to
the detestable leeches described by Tennent
as infesting every country pathway, and
the poisonous snakes, the visitor may be
months in Ceylon without ever seeing one,
or being more troubled by them than by
the enormous alligators in the rivers or the
voracious sharks round the coast. Repulsive
insects, such as centipcdes, scorpions, and
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large spiders, are also most rare in any well-
ordered bungalow ; while mosquitoes are only
occasionally troublesome, and that chiefly in
the low-country. The monotony of perpetual
summer, and of days and nights of about the
same length all the year round, affords one
point of strong contrast to England, but
is pleasing, rather than otherwise, to the
wisitor.
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great planting enterprise of Ceylon. The
Sinhalese and Tamil rice cultivators barely
grow enough grain to support themselves and
their dependents; on locally-grown grain
there is also a government levy, the remains
of the old tithe or rent paid to the native
kings, but this has been greatly reduced of late
years by the application of commutations, so
that the import duty is slightly protective
of local industry. The other most productive
import duties are those on wines, spirits,
hardware, and cotton goods. Altogether the
customs bring in between a quarter and a
fifth of the entire revenue. Sales of crown
lands to planters have in some years been
as productive as the customs, but latterly this
revenue has greatly fallen off.

It is felt now that a mistake was
made forty years ago in not keeping the
proceeds of land sales in a separate fund
as capital to be expended in reproductive
public works, apart from the general revenue.
The same may be said of the large railway
receipts, in some years equal to another
fifth of the revenue. Separately funded, the
expenditure on fixed establishments would
not have been allowed to increase year by
year as if the general revenue from land
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sales and railway profits was a permanent
source of income. The railway profits were
almost entirely due to the carriage of coffee
from the interior to Colombo, and of rice,
general goods, and manure for the planta-
tions. Apart from the customs, the grain
tax, land sales, and railway profits, the ex-
cise on the sale of spirits, &c., stamp duties;
and the monopoly or tax on salt, are the
main sources of revenue, with an occasional
contribution of from 10,000l. to 50,000..
from a pearl fishery. The latter is one of
the most acceptable, but one of the most
uncertain, sources of Ceylon wealth.
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rust in this tropical isle when the fountain-
head of authority and honour is found to be
somnolent and indifferent himself.

Statesmen bred in the free air of the
House of Commons, as a rule, make the
best governors of Crown Colonies; at least
three or four in the Ceylon list—Governors
Wilmot Horton, Stewart Mackenzie, Sir
Henry Ward, and Sir William Gregory—had
such a training, and stand out pre-eminently
as among her best administrators, although
equally able and useful were two others—
Governors Sir Edward Barnes and Sir Her-
cules Robinson—who had not home parlia-
mentary experience.

Ceylon wants a governor like Sir Henry
Ward, who has his whole heart in his work,
ready to sympathize with all classes and
races, to see provinces, districts, and public
works for himself—by journeys on horseback
where necessary—open to receive counsel as
to proposed legislation from the most diverse
quarters, while deciding for himself after
giving it due consideration: one, moreover,
not easily led away by officers in his councils
or provinces, it may be of long experience
but with special * hobbies,” and applying
as far as possible the commercial principle
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“ Will it pay P’ to all proposed expenditure c—== o0
any considerable amount, whether on roadss s
irrigation works, or railways. Such an ac—=d
ministrator at this moment will be the bes=== -==8
gift that Britain can offer to the natives anmss——m
colonists of Ceylon.

The great public works now in hand—tE=— h
Colombo harbour and waterworks, and tt _—# h
Nanu-oya railway extension—will be coumsr— —wmn
pleted before many months have passees ==d
But the extension of the last-mentione=—=mmmec
railway for twenty-five miles to Haputalé, #=—  to
serve the populous and rich Uva principalit ——Y,
with its numerous native gardens and Eur — 0-
pean plantations, will urgently call for his ammmme t-
tention ; for, without this extension, the fort_——7~
two miles now being constructed to Nanu-om==——3
cannot possibly be profitable, the addition —=e=2l
traffic of Uva being required to make it so.
public loan for this work and for the comse—*
struction of further useful irrigation rese = =
voirs and channels, more particularly tE=€
refitting of useful village tanks, will >€
about the most useful scheme a new governo I’
can devise.

Remembering that the colony within
twenty-five years has paid, mainly through
its planting enterprise, the whole cost of the
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& x~and Colombo and Kandy railway, with the
Se=>=nside and Nawalapitiya branches—in all
1 <= ( miles, amounting to two and a half mil-
Hops sterling, now the free property of the
C <=ylon Government ; also that the harhour
2xn d waterworks (costing about a million) are
1i A=¢ly to pay their own way ; that the splen-
fiid network of roads and series of restored
1X=w~jgation tanks and public buildings (costing
S2 > million pounds sterling) have all been
B =2iq for, there should be little hesitation in
B <QAding another half or three-quarters of a
X Sllion pounds sterling to the debt of Ceylon
~—the whole debt even then not being equal
S two years’ revenue—in order to enable the

R bove undertakings to be completed.
In legislative and social improvements
Ehere is much for a new governor to do: law
Y eform is urgently wanted in many direc-
tions; while education, especially in the

Vernacular, has to be promoted.

Still more needful is a system of technical,
industrial, and agricultural education. It is
felt by many that Ceylon junior civil servants,
like those of Java, should pass at an agricul-
tural college and spend one or two years on

arrival in the island at Government experi-
mental gardens or plantations. The influence
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of the personal example and precept of tt———e
revenue officers of Government over the heas—=d-
men and people in getting them to try ne =W
products or extend cultivation is immense=—=
and one most beneficial reform would be tt——h
establishment of an agri-horticultural exhitmmee—i
tion, with holidays and sports for the peopl. = Me
in connexion with each Kachchéri (distriee—s c
station) in the island.

A Government note issue, by which tt—— e
Ceylon revenue, like that of India, migh——ht
benefit by the profits of a currency depar —et-
ment, is a matter worthy of thought ; but tk——cmme
most urgent reform of a grievance troublirmm £
the minds of intelligent tax-payers refers #lE— ©
the large proportion of the revenue expende==d
for military purposes in Ceylon, apart from tk=—€
cost of a large body of police and of a corps cmof
volunteers. There are 1,200 British artillerss=ry
and infantry, with a costly major-general 'S
staff, now maintained in the island ; while, == 80
far as any local requirements are concernec= d,
the regiment of infantry might be dispensegd‘
with, the artillery, with perhaps anothe=er
battery added, being quite sufficient. Thes—10
people of Ceylon are perhaps the least war==-
like of any nation under British rule: not 8
goldier has sustained a scratch here sinc <©



What its Government can do for if. 127

817, when the Kandyan kingdom was finally
ubdued. Street riots in Colombo through
eligious feuds or dearness of rice, at rare
atervals, only require the sight of a red-coat
D subside; a few artillerymen with a light
eld-gun would be sufficient to cope with the
nost formidable gathering that could possi-
Ly take place as a breach of the peace.

Nevertheless, it is important to note that
>r imperial purposes Ceylon is a most central
td useful station for even more than one
3giment of infantry with a good staff. This
7ill be readily seen from what has hap-
ened during the past twenty-five years.
ir Henry Ward sent the 37th Regiment
t a day’s notice to Calcutta in 1857 to the
id of Lord Cauning against the mutineers,
10se troops being the first to arrive; irn
363 the troopship Himalaya took the 50th
egiment from Ceylon to New Zealand to aid
| suppressing the Maoris ; later on, part of the
eylon garrison did good service in China,
1e Straits, and Labuan; in 1879 the 57th
legiment was despatched at short notice to
latal ; and, with equal expedition, the 102nd
ras sent thither in 1881, when the colony was
ractically denuded of infantry without the
lightest inconvenience.
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Ceylon is by far the most central Britic===x}
military garrison in the East; its first-cla=m=——;
port, Colombo, is distant 900 miles from Bor—ssmm.:
bay, 600 from Madras, 1,400 from Calcutt= a,
1,600 from Singapore, 2,500 from Mauritivmm s,
a little more from Madagascar, about 4,0€_ 0
from Natal, 3,000 from Hong-Kong, 3,0&_0
from Freemantle or Western Australia, as—md
about 2,500 from Aden. Tts value, ther— «=-
fore, as a station from whence troops can, =at
the shortest notice,be transferred to anyone <Of
these points, should make it the Malta of t Mxe
Eastern Seas; indeed its hill station near -ed
by railway, as already mentioned, might ~— be
the sanatarium for all the troops in Southessssrt
India; but it is not fair that the colomsey:
especially in a time of depression, should p- <=2y
the full cost of a military force, which w
twenty-five years has served in five or six wasse3rs
in other dependencies, and not once within #— i?s
own territory. It is also hard that Ceylon 18
charged far more per caput of the force thes=20
other colonies, Mauritius for instance.

A new governor will, it is hoped, use all his
influence to put this military question on i<
proper footing. Ceylon tax-payers wou —d
also fain see the headquarters of the Ea =S¢
India naval station removed from Trince>-
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nalee to Colombo, for the good of the port,
10w that first-class harbour works have.
»een constructed, :

There are reforms urgently needed in con-
1exion with the wide area of valuable lands
vith which the Kandyan Buddhist temples are
ndowed, and the revenues of which are now
itterly wasted by priests and headmen with-
ut any benefit to the people, the majority of
7hom would gladly vote for their appropria-
ion to the promotion of vernacular educa-
ion in each district. In the more distant
uture the intelligent public of Ceylon hope-
ully look forward to the time when a miti-
-:ation of taxation may take place, the sall
nonopoly being the first to be abolished.
“his tax, though scarcely felt by the mass,
lebars agricultural improvement in certain
lirections, and occasionally affects the health
'f the people in remote districts.

The removal of all customs’ duties and the
nauguration of Colombo as a free port could
1wt fail to increase the importance of the
solony. But the time for that is still afar
ff, as is also, we fear, the grand scheme
~vhich the Duke of Buckingham, when
Sovernor of Madras, propounded to Sir
William Gregory, of connecting the railway

K
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systems of Ceylon and Southern India, to
serve the very large passenger traffic in
coolies and traders, as well as carry the
produce of Southern India to the safe and
commodious Colombo harbour, the Madras
harbour works being, at all events for the
preseut, a complete fa.llure. :
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CHAPTER XV,

CONCLUSION.

Relation and importance of Ceylen to India—Progress of
Christianity and Education—Statistics of population—
Loyalty of people to British Rule, as evinced during
Royal visits.

CEeYLON, in a social and political way, bears
the same relation to India and the Far East
that England has done to the European con-
tinent. Mr. Laing, when Finance Minister
for India, confessed it was most valuable to
law-makers and administrators in the Indian
Presidencies, to have Ceylon under a separate
form of government, and to have experiments
in administrative and legislative reforms tried
here, which served as an example or a warning
to the big neighbouring continent, the peoples
being allied in so many respects. There is no
Jistinction between native and European
udges and magistrates in Ceylon ; and the
wting chief justice, lately, was a Eurasian,
vhile at present a Sinhalese barrister is judge
f the Supreme Court.
K 2
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The progress of Christianity and education
among the people is greater than in any other
Eastern state, and should Buddhism, the reli-
gion of one and three-quarters of a million of
Sinhalese, fall here, it will have a great effect
on the millions of Burmah, Siam, and even
China, who look'to Ceylon as the sacred
home of Buddhism. The kings of Burmah-
and Siam especially continue to take an inte-
rest in, and make offerings to, the Buddhist
“ temple of the tooth” at Kandy. Roman
Catholicism has ‘been propagated since "the
arrival of the Portuguese in the sixteenth cen-
tury ; while English Protestant missions have
worked in Ceylon since 1811.! The Roman’
Catholics number about 220,000, the Protes-
tants 50,000, against 1,700,000 Buddhists,
600,000 Hindus, and nearly 200,000 Moham-
medans. The population at the census of 1881
included 6,300 Buddhist, 1,250 Hindu,and 574

Mohammedan priests, 465 Christian ministers
and missionaries, 2,210 schoolmasters, 759
lawyers and notaries public, and 3,321 physi-
cians and medical practitioners of all grades.

Other occupations of the people comprise
such novelties as 1,532 devil-dancers, 36

! For illustrations of the progress of modern Proteatant
Christian Missions, see Appendlx IIL
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jugglers and monkey-dancers, 121 snake-
charmers, 240 astrologers and fortune-teilers,
32 actors and puppet-showmen, 640 tom-tom
beaters, 160 comedians and nautch dancers,
16,357 dhobies or washermen, nearly 2,000
barbers, 50 elephant-keepers and huntsmen,
about 5,000 fakirs and devotee-beggars, 1,500
grave-diggers, 200 lapidaries, 400 workers
in ivory and tortoise-shell, and 3,000 in
jewellery, &c.?

Ceylon was honoured with a visit from
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh in 1870, from
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in 1875, and
from the young Princes Albert and George
of Wales in 1881. On each occasion the
loyalty and devotion of the people to the
British Crown, and their warm personal
interest in the happiness and welfare of their
sovereign, were very conspicuous, and we feel
convinced that nowhere in the British Empire
are there more loyal or contented subjects of
her Most Gracious Majesty than in “ Lanka,”
“ the pearl-drop on the brow of India.”

? The main results of the census will be found tabu-
lated in Appendix V.
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APPENDIX 1.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE ELEPHANT KRAAL
HELD AT LABUGAMA (CEYLON) FOR THE
ENTERTAINMENT OF THE PRINCES ALBERT
VICTOR AND GEORGE OF WALES IN 1882.

. (From an account by Mr.'J. Ferguson in the Ceylon Observer.) .

AT THE KRAAL.
KraarTowy, Monpay EVENING, Jan. 30th, 1882,
ARRIVAL OF THE PRINCES.

THE Princes arrived at the kraal at 5 p.m. Prince George
was mounted on a spirited steed and cleared the stream
which runs between the official and unofficial portions of
Kraaltown in magnificent style, showing that he knows
‘how to ride. Large orowds of planters and others cheered
him vociferously. Prince Albert Victor arrived on foot,
walking with his Excellency the Governor alongside of
Lady Longden, who was carried in a chair. There are
two herds of elephants within a mile of the kraal, seven
in one herd and fifteen in the other. A successful drive
is expected early to-morrow morning.

TuEespAY FORENOON, Jan. 31st, 1882. '
THE ELEPHANTS INDISPOSED TO CARRY OUT THE OFFICIAL
PROGRAMME.
The little programme sketched out by the government
‘agent, and which the energetic Dawson hoped to put inte
‘execution, ran somewhat as follows:—The driving from the
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outer into the inner beat to commence last night, to bee «x——be
followed this morning by the drive into the kraal, whiches——l h,
it was hoped, would be effected before noon ; the noosings _es—ng
and tying-up to be at once begun and continued omm— «—Dr
Wednesday. This would have enabled the princes to se w==—sm S
all the operations connected with a kraal and to start bacl =——>c}
80 as to reach Colombo in good time on Wednesday.

But, so far, we have only an illustration of the wel-:-—‘n

‘worn aphorism that

The best-laid plans of mice and men
Guang aft agley ;

and we all know how often, especiully in the case of el?e'
phants, are the plans of men at fault. An old chief las —1
ovening gave me the opinion, based on his experience o f
a good many kraals, that while a herd of elephants weressss=
difficult to compass and drive from their native jungle i

the first instance, once start them and get the beat fairl
established, and by the time they come within dn\n.nz'=
distance of the kraal they were all fairly cowed and veryp™

easy of management. No doubt comparatively this is the>

case ; but in the history of kraals we have too many in-—

stances of successful charges and escapes to feel that thé

final drive is such an easy matter as the old chief would

have us believe. Last night’s experience is no exception,

The herd that it was proposed first to capture, after being

driven into the inner beat, broke through into the wider

range, and the evening’s labour went for nothing. No

doubt the wet evening—rain extinguishing fire and torches

—Dhad a good deal to do with the breach effected. Of

nothing is the elephant so much afraid as of fire, and with

nothing will a Kandyan approach a wild elephant so

readily. You will remember Major Skinner’s experience

on the Anurddhapura road as an illustration. How: he

found the road to his camp wilfully, if not deliberately
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(and of malice aforethought), blocked up one evening
by a herd of elephants which had been prowling in the
neighbourhood ; how all the efforts of himself and his
men to clear the road of the intruders proved unavailing—
the leader, an old tusker, charging furiously when any
attempt was made at dislodgment ; and how this went on
for some hours until finally a Kandyan arrived with a
huge torch, with which he marched right up to the tusker,
who stood his ground until the fire almost touched his
trunk, and then turned tail and fled with all his belong-
ings. In the hands of a man of Mr. Saunders’s nerve, no
doubt an umbrella alternately opened and shut would prove
as effectual as a torch, and very probably the government
agent found occasion to use it last night, for he and Mr.
Dawson are reported to have spent most of the night with
the beaters. :

Very early astir this morning, probably the first from
the official encampment, was Captain Foot (of H.M.S.
Ruby), and a long walk round the kraal and on along
the line of beaters failed to afford a sight of waving forest
tree-tops, or the sound of crashing through ¢ batali”
(small bambu), much less the sight of an elephant. The
hope now is that one herd may be driven in this afternoon,
but there are doubts about it, and the headmen are more
than usually susceptible to the presence of strangers, in.
sisting that their beaters should not be visited, and that
no bugle should be sounded for the benefit of ¢ Krual-
town * until the barrier-gate shall be closed and the herd
secured. There is, as usual, too, some little jealousy
among the chiefs, the one insisting on his herd being
first disposed of and by no means mingled with the
others, :

Meantime the princes are enjoying themseives under
“the merrie greenwood.” Their quarters have been most
delightfully chosen—for situation beautiful exceedingly—
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and much care and taste thave been displayed in fitting
them up. A “crow’s-nest” for four has beer gestablished
at a good point for a sight of the drive-in, while the prin-
cipal grand stand is, as usual, erected partly inside the
kraal to secure a good sight of the final and really interest-
ing operations,

TuespaY EVENING.

THE ELEPHANTS STILL OBSTINATE—A VISIT TO THE BEATBRS‘.
LINES—A FALSE ALARM—THE CHIEF EKNELIGODA. -

This has been a day of disappointment for all concerned.
The drive-in, which was expected to take place last night,
was considered certain for this morning, and in hurrying
up from a distance of ten miles (where I had taken up my
quarters last night) I feared the risk of missing an excit-
ing portion of the proceedings, but was consoled to tind
everybody still waiting for the elephants. The afternoon
was now considered certain for the drive, and in prepara-
tion thousands of natives wended their way kraalwards,
from which, however, they were kept off at respectable
distance. Later on, as I learn, the “grand stand”’ began
to be .occupied by permission of the government agent,
and everybody in the official circle was evidently on the
qui-vive.  On the other hand, Colombo ladies, merchants,
and bankers stood in the sun on the hill-side for a con-
siderable time.. I mention this, because there is consider-
-able grumbling in Kraaltown to-night about official mis-
management if not discourtesy, conveyed to me from
reliable quarters with a view to censure,

I cannot speak of this personally, or of anythmg but
Teadiness to oblige. Mr. Dawson was starting after break-
fast about 2 p.m. for the outer line of beaters, and readily
‘consented to my joining his party. = Starting before his
party, I got round a great part of the cordon of several
‘iles, first.~ The one boundary runs along the bridle-path
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to B6pé, and here, about two miles from Kraaltown, I came
upon the small jungle huts or rather nests and camp-fires
of the beaters. Very picturesque was the scene and won-
derful the interest of the people in their work, from the-
old- grey-headed Kandyan sire with his flowing white
beard, who had probably passed through more kraals than
he could recall, to the young stripling by his side who was
on the “corral” beat for the first time. From the far-
distant jungle came the signal of their chief Ekneligods,-
or his henchmen, and immediately the cry was taken
w « Hari—bari—hari—hari, T
Hari—hari—-ho-ho!”” | .

3

winding up with a prolonged cheer. Passing from the
bridle-road, the cordon line passed through the small
bambu jungle up hill and down dale: with camp-fires,
huts, and beaters with their long forks, or here and there
an old musket, and again a crow’s-nest with an agile, keen-
eyed watchman swung up in a tree, placed at regular
intervals. Finally the boundary-line carries us into the
bed of a river whose wide rocky bed, shaded by the fine
overarching trees springing from the banks, afforded a’
pleasant change from the more open jungle line. Here
we encountered two or three Maskeliya planters who had
been helping the beaters and trying to get a glimpse of
the elephants from early morning without avail. ~ The
herd had obstinately located itself in thick jungle ; it had
driven the beaters back since early morning, the previous’
advance having been too sudden and hurried. Suddenly
a wild ““ halloo!” is raised by the Sinhalese on the river
bank ; there is crashing of jungle, firing of guns and flinging
of stones ; two or three indefatigable appuhdmis literally
throw themselves into the stream to pick up rocks and
fling theminto the jungle. The elephants are surely
coming, and right down upon us in the river, is the first
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thought. Three beaters at our side look out for trées,an __—ammd

the thought of shelter becomes a leading consideratior—mssr—mn,

Suddenly the assistant agent, Mr. Dawson, accompanie <==——=ed
by the indefatigable Captain Foot and a few other officerme——mmrs,
break from the cordon line into the river-bed. Thek——===—=h
presence has a wonderful effect ; the beaters redouble theE -==——==i1
furious attack on the supposed advancing ¢ aliyas,” shoussr _mms=—ts
and yells, shots and shells in the form of pieces of rock=dllC —=k,
crashing and trampling, form a proper accompaniment, an se——sssnd
it seerns more than ever needful to lovk out for dange e=——=smer.
As a Colombo wallah I could not help thinking discretiosc——s=0n
the better part of valour, and my-friends looked, if them=—smm=Cy

did not speak it—

He who ascends into a tree

May next day climb again with me;
But he by elephant that’s gored
May see at once that he is floor'd.

But, before we moved a step, the clamour and ahind”d
subsided as suddenly as it was commenced, and it did noé
require the “ knowing” look of a friend up to “ the waye*
that are dark ” of the beater folk to see that all was gof>
up as a “plant” (excuse slang) in honour of the visitors,,
to afford them a little sensation for their jungle trip ; “ The
elephants are upon you,” they said, in fact, in order to see
how we should stand the test or show a clean pair of
lLeels. - But fortunately we stood it all, while we followed
on in search of the elephants. .
I was anxious to see the old chief, Ekneligoda, who at
the head of 500 men directed this drive of fifteen elephants
—his people having been out for nearly a month, while he
has been half that period living and lodging as best he
can in the jungle. *Here he comes,” cries my companion,
who knows the old man well : a little, dark skinny old
man, bearded like the wandura, with an ordinary comboy
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which he is holding up as he walks barefoot through
Jjungle and water—the inevitable dilapidated billy-cock
hat setting off a figure which a stranger would at once say
belonged to a poor old Kandyan of no consequence. Buta
glance at his face revealed power and authority, set off by
4 keen eye and aquiline nose—a man of few words, yet
his English is good. 'We met him later on coming back
from one of his beats, when he frankly assured us he did
not think we could see the elephants, penetrate and push
on as we might. He, complained not loudly but expres-
sively, of the difficult task set to him: more troublesome
elephants had probably never come under his care.

WepxespaY Evenine, Feb. 1st, 1882,

PARTIAL SUCCESS: SEVEN ELEPHANTS DRIVEN IN, BUT THE
ATTEMPT TO NOOSE THEM UNSUCCESSFUL.— ONE SHOT AND
THE TAIL PRESENTED TO PRINCE ALBERT VICTOR.—A BEATER
KILLED AND OTHERS WOUNDED.—DEPARTURE OF THR
GOVERNOR AND THE PRINCES.

. After a hard day’s work—tramping through jungle or
standing in the sun or occasional rain from early morn to
dewy eve, returning home footsore and weary—one does
not feel much inclined to put the day’s impressions and
experiences on paper, between 7.30 and 9 p.m. How-
ever, as I was far away from the post-office, in all the
excitement of an expectant drive of wild elephants,
when the midday post left, I must not miss the evening
tappal.

. I broke off yesterday with a reference to the chieftain
Ekneligoda, who has his headquarters on the north side
of the Peak in the Yatiyantota district, as his relative and
superior, Iddamalgoda, holds sway over the richer and more
populous south. Ekneligoda is a man of few words, but
when I met him the second time in the bed of the expan-
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sive rocky ela, which feeds -the-Maha-oya, the-chief,rwho
looked disconcerted after his interview with. his civilian
superior, threw out his hands in the expressive oriental’
fashion and deprecated this English . plan of fighting
against time and nature, hurrying up the elephants, nolens.
volens, whether inclined to go on or not. ¢ Now,” said.
the chief, “the Sinhalese way is to wait on the elephants ;
don’t allow them to go back ; wait until they go, or only-
at proper times help them to go forward.” In the light.
of last night’s and to-day’s experiences, there .is much in,
the old chief’s remark.

We were assured by Ekneligoda that, follow up the
beaters as we might, it was not likely we would see
the elephants that afternoon, and so we accordingly
turned back along the cordon, havmg- experienced several
alarms with’ preparatxons to receive the enemy in full
charoe on our way. Arrived on thé bridle-path, a
spot was pointed out where the elephants were .cer-
tain to pass in ‘‘the open,” if they crossed into kraal
valley that evening. There I took up my post of ebser-
vation for a couple of hours, while my companions went on
to a three o’clock breakfast. No elephants came, however ;
but the tedium was broken at intervals by the cry of the-
beaters, as it ran round the cordon, swelling into a general
chorus, and subsiding into a dropping fire of shouts, fright-
ening the echoes of the amphitheatrical valley, if not the
“aliyas.” By-and-by Captain Foot, of the Ruby, galloped
down the steep path, reporting some * hiteh,” and no
appearance of elephants. He: was followed soon after by
Mr. Thring with an express for the chief authorities
respectin(r Ekneligoda’s apparent deceptiop and ‘¢ hum-
bugging ” as to the proximity of his herd and their readi-
ness for kraaling. Back in a few minutes came this valuable
A.D.C. with the order thereon; and very speedily he
brought better tidings from the front. The beaters had
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“Begun to work in earnest, the position of the herd had '
Tbeen noted by the waving of the jungle, and the chief
~wras very sanguine of passmv into the kraal valley and
Jprobably driving his herd ‘in during the night. With
®his antlcxpatlon the princely and viceregal = party,

s well as Kraaltown, had to be content for Tuesday
.evening.

All day long had ladies and gentlemen been wmtmo for
the buole-sound which was to summen them to the krual,
and at the various stands, grand and minor, the theusands
©f natives were equally on the gui-vire; but, as we have
said, no call came. A start at break of day, to see the
-Jkraaled elephants, and to watch the noosing and tying up,
“was now the plan on all hands. Every one made the
Tbest of the disappointment ; the evening closed in plea-
santly : the planet

—that maketh day of night,
Goddess excellently bright,

_Imaintained its reputation, casting a soft effulgence over
the hills and valleys. Music, songs, and dancing lasted far
into the night—especially among the young “K.C.B'’s,” !

_who were determined to make the best of their few days’
‘holiday :—the district between Great Western and the
-Peak, as well as around the old “ sentry-box” and those
with “ new products,” being excellently represcnted in the
“atteudance at thekraal. ¢ The Hittites ” and ** the Amo-
.rites ” are two designatious I have heard applied to encamp-
.ments. Kollupitiya, the Pettah, Sea-strect and Matta-
kuliya were supposed to be represented in Kraaltown
upper and lower !

- The princes were for pait of this day entertained with
the performances of the tame elephants, and they had
several walks to the- ‘‘crow’s-nest” in front of the

1 Knights of the coffee berry.
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kraal, to watch the approach of the herd whic/Z’ P i
vokingly, never came, .

‘WEDNESDAY'S EXPERIENCES. .
n

During the night several of the more active civillg:ﬂd
and planters were on the alert in case the drive in sk» ? or
take place. Among the rest, Messrs. Unwin, Chall ® 2 ‘(.e,t
and Pyemont-Pyemont had a curious experience soon £ be
midnight in watching a stray elephant—supposed tc
the tusker which had been hanging about Ekneligor .
herd—Ureak into the kraal! The huge brute, by nc» 21t
strength, forced one of the upper beams from its str-<>18
jungle-creeper fastenings, and, after it fell down, spr—==-18
inside. He could not get out again, apparently, but Emad
to be let out, as I suppose it would not do to shoot I X M
or try to capture him, with the herd so close at hand. It
took six men this morning to lift and replace the be=Z*1
s0 tossed aside.

Day broke, and in the grey morning mist, from 5 <> 7
am. (and a few hours afterwards), the denizens of Krea=l
town might be seen climbing the hillside, and passingg €%
to the kraal entrance in the hope of all being ready Ko
business at last; but only again to meet with disappoEZT™*
ment. The acting colonial secretary was one of the 3
to announce : “ No elephants; not likely to be any k==l
—we are going !” Later on, however, came better ne v %
and by degrees a move was made towards thé kraal, ﬂﬂd
while the governor and Lady Longden sat in state fr<®™®
an early hour in their grand stand inside the kraal, £%2°
princes and suite mounted the “ crow’s-nest ” in front, aﬂd )
there patiently for hours waited the approach of elephax® s
which, judging by the nearness and loudness of the cxi®*®
of the beaters, might be expected at any moment, fro™*

9 a.m. onwards, to burst from their final fastness along tB€
drive into the kraal. A good many Europeans and still mor®

’s
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natives took up posts of ohservation alongside the kraal
and high up in the jungle, where they were kept in order,
and occasionally by way of relief at intervals driven back,
by the several superior officers of police. Conspicuous on
the opposite side of the valley, high up on the hill directly
overlooking the drive, were a few Europeans and a perfect
crowd of natives, with no policeman to keep silence or to
send them under cover. I mention this because, while
the delay in kraaling is attributed by many to the great
crowd and inevitable sounds from them at the side of the
kraal, it seems to me that the opposite hillside, and the
crow’s-nest itself, with its numerous white-helmeted occu-
pants, must be chiefly blamed—if blame be attached. But
I do not think there was any unreasonable delay: the
wonder is that elephants could have been hurried on at
all in the way we have experienced.

It seems that after all during the night a complete
change of plan was effected: and Iddamalgoda’s smaller
herd, and which he had much better in hand—Mr. Templer,
the assistant agent, being with him ten days in the jungle—
was hurried up in front of Ekneligoda’s, to be kraaled first.
About breakfast time came the news that they were ready
to be driven in, but that the bigger herd of fifteen
was now so near that Mr. Saunders, who was in between
(while Mr. Dawson was with Ekneligoda), thought they
Liad better be kraaled together. This attempt was fully
made, and a good deal of time lost in vain. It was inevit-
able that the rearward elephants should hear the cries in
front of them of some of Iddamalgoda’s men, and accord-
ingly they would not stir.

Time up : and I must stop the regular order of my
story. Suffice it to say that great difficulty was experienced
in kraaling even the-seven, which was only done after the
cow-elephant (with her baby-calf to care for) had killed
one beater and wounded some more. She had to be

L2
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wounded by a shot from Mr. Munro. Then the whole
Therd bolted into the kraal about 1.45. The princes wers
at luncheon, but hurried out. Mr. Macartney had to finish
the wounded elephant in the kraal, and the tail was then
presented to Prince Albert Victor. The attempt at noos-
ing did not succeed ; and the princes left without sceing
a proper kraal ! The governor and Lady Longden, accom*-
panied by Prince Edward, were the first to leave; Prince
George and party following two hours after, at 5 p.m.

bl

‘WeDNESDAY NIGHT.
CAPTURE OF IDDAMALGODA’S HERD OF ELEPHANTS.

I LeFT off with the cheering announcement, issued ver-
bally with the authority, apparently, of the government
agent, that he hoped the two herds of from -seventeen to
twenty elephants could be kraaled simultaheously.- This
was received as a welcome relief by the weary bystandérs
now experiencing the lesson from ‘hope deferred” in
bright sunshine, for the early morning clouds had cleared
away, and the day turned out a splendid one for the ep-
joyment of the “kraal ”—if the ¢ tumasha.” only wouH
come off..

Very patiently, though with eager expectatlon, did we
all wait for the sudden rustling of the jungle and the
burst inwards, which would afford ocular demonstrationaf
a herd being kraaled. DBut hour after hour sped awsy,
and, though numerous were the alarms, no approach to ﬂn
-entrance followed. It was a case of

How often we Prince Rupert kill’d,
And bravely won the day,—
The wicked Cavaliers do read
The cleun coutrary way.

At one time the tame elephants were ordered down into
the jungle to charge the wild herd upwards if possible,
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of the wourd in a torrent, forming quite a pool ; but af t «=r
this interval the animal rose, much to the delight of X s
distracted calf, and trotted after the herd, thoroughly cuxe==d
of farther designs on the beaters, and in a few minm &= <e8
more—unfortunately in the absence of the crow’s-m «==st
party at luncheon—the whole herd, four lnrge and th == <c
small, dashed along the entrance drive into the krem =,
trampling down the bambu jungle and passing ‘at lig T 1t
ning speed and with the sound of rumbling thunder i-mx—mato
the kraal.

“ Caught at Jast!” was the cry, and the grand steme —mnd
was speedily occupied : the order having gome forth to
old Iddamalgoda, who now appeared on the scene, t B mat
an atternpt should be made at once to move and tie “=p
one of the herd. The old chief, save for his long.wk» ite
locks, is a very uninteresting-looking representative of J 318
class, He knows no English, is heavy and dmpsical-look‘
ing, and his combination of European and native costm 31
is not becoming. But he, or at least his retainers, =
done their work well, thanks, perhaps, a good deal to e
energetic prompting of Mr. Templer, who spent sc»X*2°
ten days in the jungle with the chief and his paxrt
and who now stands the hero of the moment. In passi x®5»
let' me say that no one could have done more on wIze
“heat” than Mr. Dawson, during the last few days, i':o
ensure the timely success desired with Ekneligoda’s 3228
herd, and that they were not kraaled in time is certai ¥*
not his fault. He, and indeed all the officials and ©¥*¢
chiefs themselves, are apparently the victims of circu %2~
stances they could not well control. It is absurd to
on two days as the limit of a kraal, from the hour of tize
order to drive in through the final stages. The old chhi€*”
was right : elephants puzzled and terrified enofigh by {he3¥
month’s experience should not, at the end of their loB&
involuntary march, be urged too rapidly, much less fougsls



Appendix I, 151

with, under pain of demoralization and no satisfactory pro-
gress at all. Elephants, when approaching the kraal,
should rather be waited on, and from three days to a week
ought to be the allowance.

It is just possible that, in the present case, the well-
known desire to be first, and to gain kudos, may have
prompted Ekneligoda to report far too favourably of his
position to Mr. Dawson a few days back. He was clearly
not in a position to get over from the Maha Wakoya to
the kraal valley on Monday or Tuesday forencon. True,
his herd were reported to have burst through the inner
line of beaters on Tuesday morning, but this apparently
was an excuse for delay. At the same time, “ too much
haste ” has been the cause of marring a kraal—so far as
the princes are concerned—which had otherwise all the
elements of a notable success, and on which an enormous
amount of labour, affecting aged and loyal chiefs and
thousands of retainers who, save for the love of the ex-
citement and the hunting spirit inherent in Highlanders
everywhere, can have no inducement—no adequate return
—for this continuous, tiring and anxious spell of active
service in the field. It is a thousand pities, therefore,
that they were not so far rewarded by the completion of
their work under the eyes of the royal princes, the gover-
nor, admiral, and other visitors, A little firmness of pur-
pose would have secured this end ; but of this more anon.
I have digressed lamentably.

* The princes were timed to leave at 1.30; they lin-
gered on till about 3 p.m., and so secured a passing
sight of the herd in the kraal and the tail of the ele-
phant shot. Then Prince Albert Victor, his Excellency
the Governor, Lady Longden, Sir Edwin Johnson,
Lieut. Adair, and Captain Hayne, A.D.C., started for
Colombo ; while Prince George, with his tutor, the Rev.
J. Dalton, Captains Lord Charles Scott, Durrant, and
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Foot—as well as Admiral Gore-Jones—remained : some
hours longer in the hope of witnessing a noosing and
tying up. Beaters were already hard at work with catties,.
and very soon two or three of the tame elephants lent their,
effective aid, butting down gently but effectually ‘trees-of
no mean magnitude: everything in the shape of light jun-:
gle speedily disappeared from around the royal stand. The
enormous government ¢ tusker,” fully roped and equipped.
for the novsing and tying business, now moved down in;
stately measure among the spectators to the eastern side.
of the kraal where, at the word of command, he lightly'
and readily slipped aside the top beam and dropped the;
one end from his trunk to the ground, He crosged the,
lower beam, still over four feet high, withoyt difficulty,
and proceeded into the jungle. I passed ontothe remoter;
end of the kraal, where a continuous trumpeting, varied,
by stentorian but painful cries of the bereaved.baby-
elephant, indicated the presence of the herd hidden in the.
dense bambu jungle. Nothing could be .seen of them,
here, however— only the occasional waving of the bam-,
bus. Turning back, I found that the government tusker.
had got rid of his keeper inside the kraal for some reason,,
and was vainly trying by himself to slip back the upper-
beam again in order to get out of the kraal |- Fortunately-
for the thousands of natives and some Europeans too (who,
could not well stampede through the close jungle) the-
heam had been firmly secured, and very soon the keeper:
once more resumed his work and authority, and the tusker
went to work, although, apparently, he was not to be
depended on so much as the remaining tuskers’ trio, After
a good view of this end of the kraal from Mp. Chas, de:
Soysa’s stand, I went on to the grand stand, inside the-
kraal, where Prince George and party were waiting for,
the exhibition which never came off. Although two or
three encounters took place, and although & band.of.
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volunteer European parties undertook to. drive from the
lower end of the kraal, no favourable opportunity for
noosing could be obtained, and the prince had to be con-
tented with the several ineffectual attempts made.

_ The fact is that the attempt to noose on the same
evening as the capture is unprecedented, and the civil
officers scarcely expected success. The usual and proper
course is to allow a night to intervene, during which the
captives trample down all the “batali ” and other jungle
stuff, exhaust themselves in examining their prison, and
finally lie down in whatever puddle may remain in the
hollows. Noosing and tying can then proceed in a busi-
ness-like way. Clearly, neither chief nor retainers could,
feel much. enthusiasm in the after-proceedings of this
gfternoon. That the same elephants and keepers did
their duty well is vouched for by the experience of a
planting friend who, occupying a prominent position in a
high tree inside the western side of the kraal, witnessed
a charge of three tame elephants on to the quartette of
big ones in the herd, which fairly astonished him. The
trio were arranged in line, facing the position in the
bambu, where the herd gave evidence of their presence,
and all at once in regular and most rapid motion, at the
word of command, they charged, butting the herd fairly
over or on before them. So rapid and regular was the
run, that the three seemed as one, and to run like a race-
horse, to my friend’s observation. From this same tree,
Mr. Macartney’s successful stalk of the poor wounded
beast was followed.

As a tinish to my day’s work, I paid a visit to the dead
elephant, which lay in the bambu jungle not far from
the western entrance. The fatal shots on the forehead
were examined, as well as one in the ear; the ears and
fect as trophies or talismans had already been either cut
off or hacked about. We were a party of twenty or



154 Ceylon in 1884,

thirty, including natives, around the prostrate anime= mal,
when suddenly a crash through the jungle near at har—=—1d
was followed by the cry of ¢ Here comes the herd ! ” ane d,
sure enough, the wild elephants, closely followed by twa#™<%"0
of the tame ones, appeared to be making directly for u =15
There was screaming and shouting enough in good earnes g.t,
and although the only risk lay in & hurried stampede i i
one direction, the pursuers being behind, clearly discress €~
tion was the better part of valour, and a rush was m e
for the barrier. Unfortunately one of the two Europeas— ™"
ladies present could not readily get over the suddemssss™
alarm, and became semi-hysterical, which added to th =
difficulty of clearing out of the way..

This little encounter illustrated in a practical way the=="
awkwardness of a panic among a number of people in ==
closely-filled cane jungle with a herd of elephants sup—
posed to be on you! Colonel Campbell mentions s
narrow escape of the kind he had in the Kurunégals-
jungles, where, through a misdirection of his tracker, he»
found himself suddenly facing a herd of elephants in full
trot. He had the presence of mind to spring for the
nearest large tree, but had no time to do more than
squeeze himself against the side, as well as he could, out
of view of the herd, swinging on with his rifle in hand,
however, prepared to defend himself in case he should be
interfered with. He was not ; but I think it was Macbeth
who asked the Lords of Scotland,—

Who can be wise, amazed, temperate, and furious
(Loyal and neutral) in & moment ? *

But to return to the kraal: I suppose it will be pro-
nounced a failure (more or less complete) by Governor
Sir James Longden and his guests, and yet most people
here are hopeful of to-morrow making amends for present
and past disappointment; and most people also think
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that, considering the uncertainty attaching to a successful
2lk-hunt (notwithstanding Mr. Lutyens’ special exertions)
the royal visitors should have been persuaded to re-
main here to see the kraal out. Two days more would
have put a very different complexion on their experience ;
but the opportunity of seeing a successful kraal in Ceylon
‘s now for Princes Albert Victor and George gone—and,
oerhaps, for ever. '

TrURSDAY EvVENING, February 2nd, 1882.

A HARD DAY'S WORK, RESULTING FINALLY IN THE CAPTURE
OF TWELVE ELEPHANTS, INCLUDING A SPLENDID TUSKER.

THIS merning came in simultaneously with the news of a
bitter disappointment, in the loss of the six elephants
supposed to be left in the kraal last evening. Its suc-
ceeding hours brought prolonged and bitter disappoint-
ment until evening almost closed in; but “the unex-
pected ”’ as usual has at last happened, and the night closes
with a brilliant success achieved under such difficulties,
and with such unusual means, that it almost makes
amends for all the vexation and regret of the past two
days.

Let me, however, continue my story consecutively as
well as I am able. I left the kraal last night as darkness
closed in. Six living elephants, including the *baby
calf,” were safely enclosed, and although the attempt—
against all precedent—to noose and tie up within a few
hours of the capture of the herd, in order to allow Prince
George to see the operation, was a failure, yet everybody
who was not obliged to leave that evening felt there was
compensation ahead in this morning’s proceedings in the
noosing and tying. So confident were many of com-
pleting their experience so far during this forsnoon, that
they made all their arrangemerts at an early hour for a-
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start homewards during the day: ourselves among the =®.
rest sending our appu and boxes ahead some ten miles =28

to where we intended driving and spending the night.
“Man proposes and a Higher disposes.” At any rate,
this confession shows we were wanting in the first lesson
of jungle and planting experience, nawely, never to part

reach. Having cleared out of Kraaltown finally as we

supposed, we were met at an early hour by an official ™

intimation—probably written the night before—to the
effect that the public were requested not to approach the

stockade and kraal, as Ekneligoda’s herd was within easy——

distance, and the attempt was to be made to open the

-

Tt
with your box cooly, at any rate to be sure he is within- s

=

ST
=
-

barrier gate, drive them in and kraal all together. - This—
was a disappointment, because it added to the risk of —

there being no noosing at all this day; but before we

had fully realized the new ¢ situation” created by the
official * proclamation,” came the authentic news, meeting

us on the road up to the kraal, that the whole of the six-

elephants kraaled the night before had escaped during
the night, and that the kraal was vacant!

This proved to be the fact, and the explanations ren-
dered were most varied. One statement was that part,

of Ekneligoda’s herd had broken in during the night, and
the palisade being knocked down, all escaped scot-free
again ; another account made it appear that the gate must
Lave been opened preparatory to the further kraaling, and.
g0 in being too greedy, crying ‘ more, more,” those
already held were lost. The official report, as I heard it
from Mr. Dawson at an early hour, is that a *tusker”
from Ekneligoda’s herd—and it is supposed to be the
same ‘‘tusker” as visited the kraal the night before
(when Messrs. Unwin, Challinor, and, Pyemont-Pyemont
saw him)—Dbroke in again so effectually as to release his
sisters and brethren, old and young, in distress,. But
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“where were the watchmen planted all round the kraal
the night before with wands and spears immediately
alongside the barricade? Well, there can he no doubt
they were grievously to blame, and as evidence that they
have not escaped punishment I may mention that the
Government Agent visited them at an early hour this
n.orning to give them “a bit of his mind,” winding up,
I beheve, with a smash of “crockery” (!), inclnding
chatties —a ‘great deprivation for Sinhalese jungle-wal-
lahs.” T suppose, in fact, this was the cogent official
‘way of saying, “ Now you may go away ; you are useless
and worse than useless: clear out!”

But, in defence of these poor fellows, let me say that
‘their story has it that they were besct by wild elephants
prowling round the kraal from the outside, and so,
between two fires, they could not give their attention to
their charge as they would have liked. There are fur-
ther explanations however, namely. that their chief Idda-
‘malgoda had to listen to some’sharp words the night
hefore on account of the slowness of his people to effect a
noosing, the threat- finally being that the Government
would not allow them to have a single elephant from’ thie
herd since they allowed Prince George to leave without
tying up one. The old chief said nothing, merely shrug-
ging his shoulders; but it is quite conceivable that his
“people cared little about keeping strict watch and ward
“over the herd that was to be taken from them. Another
reason for discouragement was the shooting of the hig
“““cow” elephant: the beaters did not like it a bit:—
“ Here we have been driving in the jungle for weeks, and
after we have brought this elephant eighty miles or so to’
within as many feet of the gate of the kraal, you go anil
shoot it !” This is certainly not the native plan, and it
‘is all attributable to the terrible haste made in the preseirt
proceedings in order “to catch the princes.” . Another

3
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six hours must undouhtedly have brought in the motlmm er
as well as calf in safety.

Blame can be attached to no particular step, wh =%
the surrounding circumstances are considered ; but —=m 3>
doubtedly Messrs. Saunders and Dawson ought. to ha- V°
been firmer at the outset, and have plainly warned = ™ 3
Excellency and his royal visitors that, while they and t e
chiefs would do their best to secure the kraal in two dawssss”" 5
still a margin of four or even five days ought to :
allowed to secure success in this, the finest and- mc — St
characteristic display of sport that can be seen in Ceyloms— =
An elk hunt cannot for a moment vie with the sport —= 1
deer stalking which the young princes can have ar—=
summer in their father’s royal deer forest at Abergeldl& ;
but where again are they to witness a complete elephaﬂ—
kraal ¥

But this is a dJigression—one of many that might b=
.indulged in during the long weary hours of this most
tedious of days, and as 1 have just heard that Mr.
Saunders is starting an ‘“express” for Colombo at
ten p.m.— the regular tappal having vanished with the
Governor—I must hurry to a close, reserving details,

From an early hour Mr. Templer (who had so steadily
accompanied Iddamalgoda’s herd to the kraal) was ow
with Ekneligoda and the larger herd, now coming rapidly
forward. Whether this chief’s circle of beaters had inter-
cepted and added to their herd the six escaped elephants
is a matter of doubt; but they certainly brought on as
many as twelve elephants of their own, and beating up
from early morning, the most perfect stillness being
maintained in and around the stockade—due very much
to the great number of departures—shortly atter moon
the herd was reported well on in the kraal drive,? and at
one o'clock Mr. Saunders’ report was: *Drive-in pro-

2 The drive for a couple of miles round the range, down the gurge
and on towards the krual till the stockude wus reached, was wost
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3 in a quarter of an hour.”” From that time on to
o’clock, most trying, vexatious, disappointing, and
most exciting was the experience. I question if ever
te in the history of kraals there has been so strange
mixed an experience.

1e following sketch will give an accurate idea of the
in which Ekneligoda's herd had to approach the
l. There is a ridge and valley behind the kraal valley,

ENTRANCE FOR
TAME LLEPHANTS

saasssass;

ENTRANCE

PRINCES TREE

STOC KADR

O'Iy'

guwwusseanes

he herd, after coming down the drive, had rounded the

* curried on: the cries of the beaters ever came nearer and

r; but when the elephants sighted and scented the stockade
stopped short at ouce,
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hill arid faced the kraal about 1 p.m., as' T have said.
The cries of the beaters came steadily onwaids so far, and
‘progress, though a good deal slower, was made for an hour
more. Most exciting was the scene then; the presence
of the elephants was clearly visible, the tree-tops waved,
‘the bambus cracked, and every now and then uplifted
‘trunks rose over the bambus, and a rumbling of trumi-
-peting-—the simmering of baffled rage — added to'the ex-
citement of the few hidden and silent onlookers. as well
as to that of the braters. With Ekncligoda and Ella-
wala and the active yonng son of the former, in the
beat, were Mr. Templer and the hardy old shikarrie,
Mr. James Munro of Sabiragamuwa fame, nearly all
day. Messrs. Dawson and Ievers were also down a good
deal. Between 2 and 3 p.m. the drive in became so cer-
tain and imminent that Ekneligoda and his immediate
bodyguard or attendants (five stalwart swarthy fellow=)
left ““the beat” to see if all was right at the government
agent’s corner, whence the entrance conld be commanded.
This was below the princes’ *crow’s-nest,” to-day, alas!
deserted. [I wish I had time to give you a proper idea
of Ekneligoda, as he came up the path of watchers outside
the drive, billycock hat and common cloth as usual,
closely followed, however, by his umbrella-bearer in
gorgeous costume of flowered comboy, big comb, &c.
Evidently the Sinhalese chieftain when on the “corral ”
path likes to look like his work and to-leave all outward
show to his servgnts.] Sure enough, Ekneligoda had not
been long at our end, when the elephants rushed as if
for the entrance ; but they stopped short, irresolute ; then,
getting into the open, some of them made a dash at the
palisades of the drive facing us, and immediately we all
—a dozen Furopedns, backing the watchers led by Ekne-
:ligoda—shouted . and screamed and struck trees anl
.fences to our hearts” content. This drove them in a
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mob to the other side, where, at the palisade as well as
far up the hillside, were a number of planters, besides
the usual stockade guard. They soon made it plain to
the herd they could not break through there; and then
was witnessed a sight probal ly never before paralleled—
seven or eight goodly-sized elephants standing in a semi-
circle together, heads to the centre, immediately in front
of the entrance to the kraal, and yet not making the
slightest attempt to enter ! The rest of the herd farther
up the drive kept the beaters back by charging now and
then ;3 but evidently there was now an obstacle in the
way, or such demoralization as made it most uncertain
what to expect of the elephants. The most likely ex-
planation became evident with the recollection’ of the
‘“dead elephant,” shot the night before inside the en-
trance, and the track of blood which no doubt ran along
from the barrier. On smell elephants chiefly depend to
warn them of danger. The scent of danger ahead was
only too apparent. ¢ Better perish where we are ” seemed
the thought of the seven companions in danger, as they
stood rubbing each other sympathetically, than pass that
truly bloody gateway and be shot behind it.

Baffled again and again, and worn out by their exer-
tions, it became clear that Ekneligoda’s men wanted
help. This had been suggested to the chief already once
or twice, and Mr. C. S. Agar, who had been summoned
at an early hour by Mr. Dawson to aid with his trusty
rifle, had been eager for some time to join the drive, and
by discharging blank shot to inspire the beaters to urge

3 About 1.30 the tusker made a full charge: there were some
visitors nt the time with the beaters ; later on, when a great many
European volunteers bad joined, a regular charge of the herd took
place, and three elephants escaped up a ridge along the centre of
the drive, being seen from the stockade to pass through the
beaters. Altogether four charges were made on the volunteers.

M
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the drive on.* ' Mr. W. S. Murray at lust conveyed the
pressing request to Ekneligoda (who had again rejoined

his people) for Mr. Agar and twenty or thirty European -
volunteers to join the ring, and, after an interval, it was ==
granted on condition that no shot should on any account <&
be fired at the elephants.

Mr. Agar, rifle in hand, quickly followed Mr. Murray —~@¥y
to the beat in the valley, and, Mr. Saunders sending the ==me
call round, I speedily saw pass on from our side Messrs. — ==,
Thring, Talbot, and C. R. White, the admiral’s flag- —=-
lieutenant (the admiral had all day attended closely on _ar—arn
the proceedings with imperturbable good-humour and en— -
couragement), and three or four more who, in theirwr _ir
hasty descent through the scrub, I did not recognize. ==me.
A still larger body, chiefly planters, passed into thew _ane
drive round the opposite side of the kraal, includingag ang
Messrs. J. A. and N. Campbell, Elphinstone, Stewart-xt,
Unwin, Wardrop, Wighton, C. Grant, J. R. Bennett—r <it,
A. Whyte, F. Hadden, R. Morison, R. B. Reid, De&C 1.
Donald, W. L. H. and G. J. A. Skeen, A. M. Forbee=x ===,
Jas. Allan, F. Luker, J. Aymer, Inglis, F. A. Fairliess & ie,
A. Stevenson, F. Chapman, A. H. Roe, E. and A. Ames= =3wes,
J. Trump, E. Booth, E. Smythe, P. F. Hadow, ane & =nd
two midshipmen. There were some, including Messree—2 -1S.
Dawson, Ievers, Elliott, F. M. Green, and E. Philipse—3ps,
who had been already in the drive. Most unfortunatelp— 3KIy,
the volunteers had barely reached the circle of advane—» 1ce
when the rain, which had been threatening for some time —sme,
began to descend in torrents : black and hopeless rolle====d
the clouds over the devoted valley and the apparentlEly
ill-fated drive ; the thunder boomed and the rain pourec===3

4 Mr. A. J. Campbell had previonsly pressed to be allowed WEE=0
lead twenty-five Europeaus and fifty native beaters, gunruntesh = £
success with the drive, but, Ekueligoda then protesting. this wass
considered unadvisable.
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and it seemed as if ‘hari-hari-hooi-00i” was at an end.
The cry was raised again and again, but was positively
drowned in the greater noise of the elements. From
many points of view this ill-timed rain seemed to doom
the whole enterprise. It gave the thirsty elephants re-
freshment, a breathing space, and fresh courage; night
was coming on; the drivers could not stand their ground
so close up to the herd all night ; their camp-fires must
prove a failure ;—and hope had sunk to zero! The dead
elephant had, apparently, saved a score of lwm" com-
panions from being kraaled.

I had taken refuge from the rain in a watcher’s hut;
but about 4.30, finding the rain soaking through, and
no appearance of a clearing up, hopeless of a kraal, and
anxious to get on ten miles homewards after my boxes,
I gave up the case-as hopeless, and was confirmed in
the view by the opinion of Mr. Suunders himself, whom
I met a little farther on. I started for Kraaltown
in a woeful condition ; the pathways were being swept
by torrents, the road down the hill at some corners was a
perfect rapid, and at its foot the ‘“ela” in front of
Kraaltown, which had hitherto been crossed at a low
ebb, was soon an impassable river. I arrived early enough,
however, to be carried over with the help of two coolies
and a Siohalese servant, who rushed to our assistance
when in a hole near the other side. I found Kraaltown
pretty well deserted ; and, with boxes gone, no * change ”
was available, though drenched to the skin. Eventually,
however, I secured sufficient for a change by horrowing in
four different quarters ! I merely give these trivial personal
details to show what kind of an evening had come on, and
what the experience of many others was; and still more
what the state of the men at the post of honour and of
danger was in the jungle drive.

About six o’clock grand tidings came down with men

M2
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who, drenched to the skin already, thought little ok
wading or swimming the river. Gathering up the report="=
of half a dozen of the eye-witnesses or partakers in thee=-®
final charges and drives, I will endéavour hastily tar—=0
present a consecutive trustworthy account. - For the=s» e
elephants now, it was clearly a case of

Officers on right of them,’

Planters on left of them,

Beaters behind them,

While all the herd wondered,—
or rather felt a much less pleasant sensation.. Messram=="%
Agar, Thring, Talbot, and their party lost little timee= -8,
rain or no rain, in beating to quarters: they urged the sr—e
drive in again and again ; shot succeeded shot; * haric ——wri-
hari” became the rule; and the drive was one scene oa—mof
excitement. Several minor charges to the line tooll =k
place ; but the rain and the advent of the Europeans sen s smt
the beaters to huddle under trees and clear out. It becams .—meé
evident that the Europeans could not work without = a
base line being cut out of the jungle, and the natives muse== st
be brought back. Inspector Marshall, Mr. Elliott, Mr. M= J-
Fraser (of Benachie), Mr. Hugh Blacklaw, and Dr. Renn- sc=ny
here did good service by forcing the natives in again t<#~ 0
cut down a semicircular path behind the elephantes. te.
Torches were also prepared, weapons lmprovmed, and aﬁﬁau
made ready to force theherd on. -

Mr. Saunders now appears to have, as a last eﬂ'orf‘-jrt'
descended into the beat, and, while his volunteers wer-s—-Te
using every exertion to drive in, he climbed up a tre==%¢
to catch the exact situation. I am guessing at thiE——I8
intention from what followed. On the stockade near tlhusse
drive, at the angle joining the kraal, sit four plantemsse™
watching the struggle, who had not yet joined in i®#EX
Mr. Saunders called on them to lend a hand, and the ¥
—Messrs. W. G. Sandison, Dupuis, C. H. Wilkinson,
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and Woodhouse— immediately passed in, led by Mr.
Sandison. Arrived at the beat, and immediately behind
the herd, Mr. Sandison, who carried a short spear,
looking round for a torch, the most trustworthy of all
weapous of defence in dealing with wild elephants, spied
Mr. Unwin alongside with one, and arranged in a word
that they should go on, shoulder to shoulder, together.
But Mr. Sandison’s former companions, not understanding
the arrangement, pressed on between. Several others
from the beating line followed. Sandison advanced
right up to the elephant, and with a prod sent it—a
huge mother with a little calf —right on the herd with a
rush ! Some of the main body of elephants thus charged
sprang over the ravine towards the entrance, pressed on
by Messrs. Wighton, Thring, Talbot, and others of those
above mentioned. Not so the wild mother and her calf,
the tusker, and two or three more: they only rushed
forward to wheel round and charge fairly back into the
centre of the rank of Europeans, who, much in advance
of the natives, were left -without any support, or indeed
time to think .of anything buv how to escape the irre-
sistible charge ‘of the infuriated brute and her dam. The
rank broke, and the volunteers tried, but only tried, to
get out of the way in all directions; for there was no
foom, and a bambu ¢ batali” jungle is not the place to
escape through. Down went the men as it shot : Sandi-
son (who lost his hat), Dupuis, Wilkinson, Woodhouse (who
fell on his back), Wardrop, Bennett, the Skeens, Grant,
Unwin, Philips, Morison, Hadden, Donald, Luker, and
others of those above named, were all in the serim-
mage, and more or less “down”—very “down in their
luck,” it must be confessed, did a good many consider
themselves to be. Mr. R. B. Reid lost his watch as well
as hat ; the ‘Laird of Logie,” who had done yeoman
scrvice all along, went down as if felled, and this was by
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far the narrowest escape, I learn from the others, for thes==
calf fairly vaulted over his prostrate form !*

5 Mr. Elphinstone tells me he threw himself down to avoid thewe==%
butt of the calf as it came directly towards him, Mr. Stewart had BBl
a narrow escape, the big elephant stepping close to him when down.— .
Very characteristic is the fact that when Mr. Reid found that hissssse S
costly gold watch was lost after all was over, and proposed, whenssr—ssn
half-way home, to offer a handsome reward to natives to find trer <2
Logie objected, saying: * If you tell them, some one will find andMF=d
keep it—let us go back ;” and he, Mr. F. Hadden, and Mr. ReidllE—mmd
returned to the spot and picked up the watch in the durk. What=r— ¢
added to the misery of the * forlorn hope * were the pools fall of mudiliE—=d
hidden by the bambu: Mr. J. G. Wardrop went in white, and came=mm=¢
out as black as his boots from his helmet downwards, As the mens—m
tuinbled all round, torches, hats, spears flying about, and the elephante=smm= -s
rushing, a charge of cavalry into a broken square in boggy groundlE—]
could alone be compared to it. The tusker and two or three more ele— -
phants only cluirged as far as, not among, the Europeans fortunately. —»
or lives would have been lost and legs broken. The female weuSEEt
right on, calf behind, and came back, calf carefully placed in fronr— ©
of her. The greatest fright got was that of Dr. Renny, who ==y
sitting on the stockade outside, was horror:stricken, sceing thams <
charge, feeling sure limbs were broken freely, while be, the onlyg@e=—y"
doctor on the spot, was without an instrument! The Inspector— —— —
General of Prisons took an active part in bringing forward anc—>
urging the volunteers from the north side to enter the beat: * haw -
waved us onward with his white handkerchief *’ (xaid one of the com— - =
pany) “like a true general, but I noticed he did not follow us intce =<
the breach, although he gave us his blessing!” The fact is, Mr.—% °
Elliott, like all the officials who know the nature of bambu-juogles M <
and of elephants at such close quarters, was astounded at M l
Sandison’s rapid advance; and the result, the Inspector-Genera smss—===
told us (when the large cow, followed at a certain distance by thes -
tusker and herd, dashed through the planters), reminded him o=— -
Zneas’s description of his shipwreck :—

To heav’n aloft on ridgy waves we ride,

Then down to hell descend, when they divide:
And thrice our galleys knock’d the stony ground,
And thrice the hollow rocks return the sound,
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Intercepted by. the native beaters farther out, it is
ud that the infuriated female and her calf once again
sturned in a rush through the adjoining ravine up to
1e entrance; but it is very doubtful if she went in.
7, however, the main body undoubtedly rushed, and
:re Messrs. Talbot and Wighton saw the last of them,
1lowing theéir heels, or rather soles, up sharp, and fixing
te barriers, which were in danger of falling from the
:rveless grasp of the native watchers, who had rushed
om the sides to the gate.

A few minutes before the gate was closed—on, cer--
inly, a dozen elephants—a part of the barrier near the
‘inces’ crow’s-nest was the object of a fierce charge by
huge brute—perhaps the ¢tusker” which Mr. R. H.
lorgan, from one of the stands, rightly declared he saw
iside. For a hundred yards the barrier shook as if it
ere going to fall, and the charger got his forefeet
wrough ; but two or three Europeans, led by Mr. H.
Vhitham, rushed to the spot, and drove him back.

So must close my narrative now : Mr. Saunders’ mes-
:nger has come (11 p.m.), and I am able to add a
»uple of notes from the government agent, which, in a
>w words, indicate the exact position and prospects,

And thrice we saw the stars, that stood with dews around,
* * * * *

The giant hearken’d to the dashing sound:

RBut, when our vessels out of reach he found,

He strided onward, and in vain essay’d

Th’ Ionian deep, and durst no further wade.

With that he roard aloud: the dreadful cry

Shakes earth, and air, and seas; the billows fly

Betore the bellowing noise to distant Italy.

The neighb’ring Ktna trembling all around ;

The winding caverns echo to the sound.

His brother Cyclops hear the yelling rour,

And, rushing down the mountains, crowd the shore.
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The first is in answer to my inquiry about tappal provi— =i
sion :—

“The Kraal, Feb. 2nd.—The credit of the final drive=m» ¢
is due to some twenty-five gentlemen who volunteered to— =0
come down and reinforce the heaters, who after that#-sai
heavy shower were quite dispirited. We went in, some=a> me
twenty Europeans and twenty natives, and after a mostl~ =t
magnificent piece of sport, which those who saw say was= =88
worth all the journey and delay to see, succeeded ins—mr .n
getting eleven to thirteen elephants in. Messrs. Elphin— -
stone, Thring, and Sandison were very nearly tramplediF— =d

" down in a charge which was made by the whole herd. M3
"As soon as the elephants were in, and the gates up, theys@Z =¥
charged back again, and one elephant came to thesw sne
place which was broken down last night, and placedE_» =d
his forefeet on the upper bars and tried to breakzslil -8k
the fence, but was driven back. Altogether it was ae= 8
most pretty piece of sport, and very exciting.. I hopew < F°
they won’t again escape during the night. The admirall =8l
{who is the incarnation of good-humour and most cheer—=2 ==T"
ful patience) saw the elephants come in, and countedE> =>ed
eleven—others say thirteen: I think myself we haves» ~7 V®
thirteen safe. In great haste. .I shall be starting. anssc-s=82
express messenger to Colombo, and will tell him to call L=l
at your place for the letters of yourself- and any cthersss—<T3
who may wish to send to Colombo.” |

“It has just occurred to me that you wished formr «<=r

information about what is to be done to-morrow, I
the elephants are in the kraal, I shall try. and tie somee==9
elephants at 7.30 before breakfast, so that those whoes=—
have so kindly and patiently waited may see something==
before they are obliged to go. But, of course, the tying=—
of the elephants will continue all day.” /
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FripaY MorxNING, February 3rd, 1882.

'MPENSATION FOR ALL THEV DELAY—EXCITING DAY Iﬁ
THE KRAAL— NOOSING AND TYING —S8IX OUT OF
TWELVE ELEPHANTS NOOSED—GREAT SPORT.

ESTERDAY morning, while waiting for the early drive we
en expected, we spent some time with the four tame
>phants belonging to Mr. Charles de Soy
ith commendable public spirit, ordered th
se their services should be required. Ond.Hage tusker,
Siriwala,” is supposed to be over eighty.ydrs of age,
id therefore too old to be of much service in ““ noosing "
d “tying up ” wild elephants. But he will be useful
beating up and blocking the way of retreat, since his
ately presence is of itself sufficient to inspire a whole-
me terror in the minds of his comparatively puny com-
:ers, and as elephants have been described as ¢ half-
asoning animals,” they will no doubt keep at a safe
stance from Siriwala’s tusks. Much less attractive,
ough far more useful to his owner, is the small and
skless ‘Rajah,” for which Mr. de Soysa paid double
e price of old Siriwala. Rajah cost 100.. He goes
rough a number of performances to perfection. The
ateness with which he looks after the equivalent of
threepenny bits” in the mud—Dblowing away the latter,
ud at last, when baffled in his attempt to pick up the
ny coin by the edge with his sensitive trunk, drawing
in by suction, was very striking. Once caught, he
i1d it safely until, with upturned trunk, he delivered it
the keeper on his back. Mr. de Soysa turns his ele-
1ants to account in carting, ploughing, road-making, and
lling jungle in his Ratnapura and other extensive pro-
rties ; and surely this last-mentioned is an occupation
r which they are specially well adapted in the low-
untry, considering the way in which they knock down
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with their heads trees which would take some time for
a Kandyan to cut through. Why should not a “fellinng”
elephant, more especially for low-country planters, be
hired out like a portable steam threshing-mill at home
Before leaving this interesting family, we had the <P~
portunity of assisting in photographs taken by MessSTs
Skeen and Co.’s and Lawton and Co s artists—some of #-0®
. groups being highly successful. I never knew how df #°;
cult it was to climb on to the back of an elephant ux"‘f‘l
I tried it: without the aid of the obliging beast itself
lifting up its limb while you stand on it, and in offeric—"" e
its large flapping ear to hold on and pull by, it would &
impossible to make the ascent. The tame elephants hav™™ P
ropes tied round their bodies fore and aft when <N
into a kraal, in order that the noosers may catch hol 3
quickly, and clamber on to the top in case of danger. _ ol
The elephants, however, chiefly depended on for aior * _pe
in noosing and tying at this kraal were two from th-‘:l da’"
North-Western Province :—one, the celebrated ¢ Kiriya,” y by
belonging to Mr. Graham Jayetilleke, accompanied by_ -
the still more celebrated nooser “Alutnuwara Rans%* ﬂed
hami”; the other, “Walle” (blind of one eye), owne&»<=>"
by the Seven Kdralés chief, Halpé. A third, even largex=> ing
and more powerful, in charge of an exceedingly dtn'ing.‘:i .
and successful nooser known as ‘“the breeches,” from hisi“:::s
wearing white inexpressibles to the knees, is the propert)(," y
of Ellawala, the wealthy Ratémahatmayé of the N awadupcx 5
Kdralé, who shared with Ekneligoda the work of drivin@{’.lg
in, and of whose influence and position he is jealous inacc S0
the extreme : or rather the jealousy is mutual.
I had a curious exhibition of this feeling this morning"==
The great fear last night was that some, if not the whole,ess="
of the dozen or more elephants captured would escape:=—
if, it was argued, five or six broke out or got away, how—
much more likely for some at least of the dozen! But -
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very much stricter guard had been kept the second time.
In the hurry of the princes’ departure, and the disappoint-
Iment consequent thereon, on Wednesday evening, a good
deal of confusion took place. It is stated that one res
spectable sub-chieftain, in going to his post with his come
pany of a dozen men or so at one angle of the kraal, was
assaulted by a couple of constables and turned back. '
Bare to the waist, no doubt a mistake was made abou$’
his identity, and ‘the Kandyan would neither offer nor
take an explanation. “ After so many days cf hard work
in bringing up the elephants to be treated like this,” he
said ; “we won’t stay, but go home !”—and accordingly
off he went over the hills. So runs the story as told to
me—not an improbable one, and one which would partly
account for the weakness and inefficiency of the guard
on the night of the escape. I was accordingly much re-
lieved this morning to find that of the second capture;
including the huge *tusker,” not one had escaped, and,
being anxious to learn particulars of the arrangements
made for keeping guard, on meeting Mr. Saunders I put
the question to him as to the disposition of his chiefs
and their men during the night. He turned to Ekne-
ligoda and Ellawala, who were beside him at the time,
and asked them which sides they took. The former at
once said his men watched on the southern and eastern
sides, but Ellawala sharply and promptly contradicted
him, saying some of his men were on the south; and
immediately the two showed their teeth among sharp
words about this merest of trifles; until the government
agent, peremptorily stopping them, turned the conversa-’
tion by asking, “ What about the three -elephants that
had not been kraaled with the rest—where were they 1"’
They were close by, the chiefs declared, having come up
to the kraal gate several times during the night, evidently.
to inquire about the fate of their fellows, or to answer
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their calls. A watch was kept over them, and probably——
an attempt will be made later on to capture them, as the —=

government agent said to the chiefs: * You:are at liberty
to do as you please with them.” Ekneligoda declared
that thirteen had been kraaled (only twelve could be
found later on)—ten from his and Ellawala’s herd, and
three out of the six escapes belonging to Iddamalgoda’s
herd. He knew the latter because they always kept
by themselves in the drive out of -the way of the
others.

‘While preparations were being made for the noosing,
and a goodly assembly of European ladies and gentlemen
with thousands of natives were pressing into the royal
upper and lower stands, and into Byrde’s, Munro’s, De
Soysa’s, and others, as well as crowding about the palisades
and ground overlooking the spot—many planters and others
occupying vantage points in trees—I proceeded round the
kraal to inspect the “drive ” and the scene of last night’s
extraordinary charge. On the way I encountered two
chiefs—brothers or cousins of Ekneligoda—of whom I
had not previously heard. One was a particularly striking-
looking Kandyan, over six feet high, straight as an arrow,
and “ bearded like the pard ”—quite on a par with his
countryman, Inspector Gooneratne, who is, I suppose,
the handsomest man in the Ceylon Police Force, though
a Sinhalese, and who tells me that the men of his district
—Kalutara—have long been reckoned the tallest in the
island. With the junior Ekneligodas was the intelligent
Kachchéri Mudaliyar of Ratnapura, who was anxious to
know the full name of “the Luird of Logie "—Mr.
Elphinstone—* for,” said he, “an entire stranger to us,
he sent all the chiefs a handsome present in refreshment,
last night, after the close of their long and tiring labours.”
Just like Logie, the most thoughtful and unseltish of
colonists ; and very ready were the chiefs to make a note

e

-
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of the name “ GREME HEw DaLrRYMPLE ELPHINSTONE,”
as I gave it to them.®

I had the benefit now of being guided by two eye-
witnesses of last night’s charge, and surveyed the scene
with a full knowledge of all the circumstances. There
can be no doubt the incident deserves an important place
in the records of Ceylon kraals, and that the men engaged
not only deliberately entered on a service of great diffi-
culty and some risk, but that in the attack led by Mr.
W. G. Sandison, and the subsequent charge back, they
had as severe a trial of nerve, and ran as much risk of
wounds and even loss of life itself, as many “a forlorn
hope” in real warfare. I notice that a good many
writing and speaking of last night’s work condemn the
native beaters because they refused to do what the Euro-
peans effected ; but this is a very inaccurate and foolish
mode of criticism. The natives knew the ‘actual danger
of the situation from long experience—the Europeans did
not. The beaters, knowing that a charge or succession
of charges would be the result so soon as the ‘durais,’
or “mahatmayds,”” went in with fire and spear, cleared
out of the way as fast as possible : the more men in the
way in such a case, the more havoc. Finally, we would
ask how many of the volunteer beaters and of * the for-
lorn hope” would repeat their work under the same cir-
cumstances were the opportunity offered to them?  We
think the men who came out saying they had been taught
a lesson which would last a lifetime, were those who took
the right view, and instead of depreciating the work of

¢ The names of all the chiefs present are as follows :—Ekneligoda
senior, Rutémahatinnyd, his brother Ekneligoda, Ratémahatmayé of
Three Kéralés, Ellawala Ratémahatmayd, Ekneligoda Tikiri Raté-
mahutmays, Delgoda Ratémahatmayd, Iddamalgoda Basndyaka,
Delwala Kérila, Debaragoda Kérila, Eheliyagoda Koréla, \vith

uumerous other petty headmen.
7 Durai Tamil, Mahatmaya Siuh., for master or gentleman. .
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the beaters, who had heen driving for weeks togethemc =t
when the elephants were fresh—not half-starved andE—-
worn-out—the opinion of ~ the volunteers respecting—2% 46
their endurance and pluck ought to be sustained® No—= 0
wonder that Mr. Dawson should say that he wishedlE = d
the visitors who ridiculed the slow work made on Tuesday<&_ Y
and Wednesday had come down to see the character ol «=f
the jungle through which the work had to be done, or—ms— T
that the princes had been allowed to inspect it. The smallliC
cane-like bambu grows so closely together as to be impene——
trable: the only paths are those made by the elephants
or which are cut out by the beaters. The bambu, whenssss
levelled by the elephants, is as slippery a8 ice, and the====
rain had rendered it, if possible, more so. '

Let me now describe the spot. The last part of  thes=

drive ” between the stockades is about 150 yards across:
it as covered with the demnsest bambu jungle; it con-
sisted of two hollows or ravines with a ridge between,
and all inclining towards the entrance to the kraal
From the entrance to where the European volunteers
took up their position could not be more than 250 yards,
the elephants being between. It will be readily seen
therefore that the ground was as difficult a place to work
in as ever an old campaigner or sportsman encountered.
I write now with fuller information on the whole subject,
and have no hesitation in saying that men bave gained
honours, and been the subjects of many columns of
“ gpecial correspondence,” for encountering considerably
less risk. .

The heavy torrent of rain which fell during the thun-
der-storm, beginning about 4 p.m. on Thursday, had
greatly refreshed the elephants, made the jungle far more

8 There can be little doubt that, if the natives had been left to

their own ¢time and ways, the whole twenty-three elephants of the
two herds would bave been kraaled.

(T
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difficult to work in, and therefore, undoubtedly, the
Sinhalese, if left to themselves, would have given up
work, and have returned to their nearest hut cordon,
ziving the herd more latitude, and lighting watch-fires for
the night so soon as the rain had ceased. There would
therefore have been no capture that night, but very
possibly an energetic, and mayhap successful attempt to
ascape into the outer beat, when of course the two days’
work would have had to be done over again. When I
left the scene, and passed the government agent, at 4.30,
Mr. Saunders expressed himself as hopeless of success.
All the more praise therefore to those who, in the face
>f so much to discourage them and damp their spirits,
Eaced a great danger, though only partly understood, and ~
=ame off victorious.

Returning to the grand stand, now well filled, it was
=vident that the four safe, working, tame elephants, and
the two or three of the reserve force had commenced
active operations. They were mounted by from two o
three noosers each, while several assistants with spears
and ropes followed behind at the sides of the elepbants,
winder which they occasionally ran when there appeared
%o be any danger of a charge. The wild elephants were
in a state of great perturbation, rushing from one side of
the kraal to the other, occasionally resting under the few
atches of jungle that still remained, going down into the
Tollows to throw water and mud over their backs—spurt-
ing each other with water seemed to be a favourite
occupation, It was a most amusing as well as touch-
ing sight to see the little calves do this to the tame
elephants when near them once or twice, as if to appease
them and make friends. Clear views of all the herds
‘were now had, and the elephants could be counted. The
““tusker” is a huge fellow in bulk more than in height :

he has lost half his tail, as if it had been shot off, and
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his tusks are most unusually far apart in the way they

stick out, and they also seem to have had the points

broken off. He never seems to lead the herd, but rather

to follow after. Nevertheless, Mr. Unwin is sure it is

the same animal that came to the kraal at midnight, and

was shut in and afterwards let loose. This was in a

manner proved by the frequency with which he made

for the western gate to-day in his wanderings, in the -
hope, no doubt, of getting out once more. 'Once only ——
did he try to charge the palisade, but, before he could M
get as far, the pointed sticks and spears of the watchersmms=—mmm
and the shouts of thousands of spectators drove him e
back. After the ¢ tusker” came one large “ cow ” and fives=——==
more medium-sized elephants; three well-grown calvesme=—=
and two puny, diminutive little things whose dusty, ti

appearance excited much pity, more especially from thess=——
ladies and a few children present.

The tame elephants and noosers were now at work trymg
to break the herd into detachments, to segregate one or more, wmme=— "
80 as to get a chance of surrounding and noosing. Very
troublesome and difficult is this operation: occasionally—<«
it is done by good luck in the minimum of time, while ===
again hours may be spent over it. As it was, after wha
seemed a long time to the onlookers (relieved, however, —
by some exciting and still more amusing passages), two; -
or indeed three, got noosed almost instantaneously. Save =
with the little ones, there was no attempt by the herd
at fraternizing, or even recognizing the tame ones. The
sight of men on their backs seemed to put an end to all
thought of such a thing, and they steadily avoided a -
meeting as long as they could, dodging up and down,
in and out and round about, until one time too many
they came across through a hollow, and the Philistines—
in the shape of Ranhimi and Ellawala’s man of *the
breeches "—were among.them. . A slight attempt at a
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cdharge or fight was quickly repressed with a few blows
from the spears, and a thump with the head of the tame
elephant ;? the “tusker” sheering off, showing no in-
<lination to interfere. But not so with the little calf,
who, when two of the larger elephants were jammed up,
and a noosed rope, cleverly placed on a leg of each, was
tied ahout them, cried out, and would not be comforted
or induced toleave. ¢ Breeches” and Ranh&mi were now
in for serious work ; their prizes struggled with elephan-
kine strength; one especially —the mother of a calf—
could not be moved from the spot, and in rage and
despair at last fell prostrate, never to rise again! The
struggle was a short but severe one, and the natives at
once recognized it as a case of ¢ broken heart.” The
poor brute lay panting for an hour or so afterwards, then
heaved a deep sigh, and at last all was still, save that the
_ittle calf would not leave her side for a long time, and
=hat once or twice the rest of the herd in passing the
spot, attempted to heave up their companion. Far more
Souching, however, was the sight witnessed the night
before by Mr. D. Mackay, while near the cow shot by
Messrs. Munro and Macartney, in the approach of its
=alf and two other elephants, who made a persistent endea-
Zour to raise their fallen companion, while the little one
zried once more to obtain sustenance by sucking its parent.

To return, however, to the second large elephant
00sed : he was a plump, vigorous, medium-sized fellow,
and resisted most determinedly the moving, pushing,
and dragging of him halfway across the kraal, and the
dnal tying to the tree. This, in fact, was only accom-

9 There was, however, one regular charge, which “ Kiriya” re-
sisted with a downright blow, while his rider struck out with spear;
taearty upplause rose from the stunds, and the tame elephant
turned right round, as if to enjoy it, und to salanm to the approval !

1 Mesers. W. L. H. Skeen & Co.’s photograph of one of these
‘Pathetic incidents is reproduced in the illustration facing page 93.

N
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plished when Ranhami and ¢ Breeches” jammed him.

hetween their elephants, who, evidently fully under-

stunding what was wanted, pressed so hard and so.

guarded the ways of exit with their trunks, that their

captive had perforce to remain perfectly still. All this-

was a most interesting, instructive sight, and then, when- .

the tying was done—the hind-legs only being securely

clasped in several folds of strong rope, which again were -
drawn several times round a tree immediately alongside

the grand stand—how the poor prisoner writhed and. ——
twisted, using all his prodigious strength to break away—
the rope, or pull the tree down, running round and round .
in despair of an outlet, pawing the earth, stretching him
self with eel-like contortions, and then, in hopelessness offlie= £
any release, and under the agony of his disgrace, like m=—mmm—=
true oriental, throwing up clouds of dust over his headE=——smm=d
and back with his trunk! Very soon, another of similaz— —sssssmr
size and appearance was noosed and dragged up a longe =g
way to a tree facing Byrde’s stand, and one of the actives —=<</€
bull-calves being simultaneously caught, very quickly the _amr—1€
fun became ‘‘fast and furious.,” This little calf gav» ———¥e
more trouble than the two big ones: the noosers left hinr—sms——m
as soon as one leg was confined to a tree, and to less ex==——X~
perienced hands was left the task of tying a rope round hi&— ——mis.
neck and shoulders so as to keep him quiet and securamss — °.
But how the fellow resisted, struggled, twisted, and thre=— w
the rope off | The noose had to be passed over his hea smmm—md.
as well as trunk, but the latter was sent out at all impe — &
sible angles, so that no rope could be placed round it. A {
last. Messrs. C. Agar and Munro descended to the rescum=——==c,
but they were baffled again and again; as soon as tmsssss=®
rope was round it slipped off ; they were charged and hass— -

to fly back ; the little fellow bellowed like a bull ; hemsss— ©
blew at them, he would not be tied, and not until sonmss=-

one scized the trunk and held it, was the rope g 1




Appendix 1. 179

round and a secure shoulder-knot made. This done, the-
calf set up a regular series of bellows, making more ado
than all the others put together. Great was the amuse-:
ment atforded by this capture, and again and again was
the wish expressed throughout the stand that the princes
had stayed for this day’s experiences, which well repaid
all the trouble and delay.

But still greater fun was to follow ; another calf, plump:
and strong, had been noosed, as well as a third big ele--
phant, and as these were being pulled towards two suitable-
trees one of the noosers, getting an ugly shove from the calf,’
weceived a wound on his forehead which drew blood.
-Almost simultaneously Mr. Saunders sent orders to release
these two captives at once, and noose the tusker,” as
rnany had to leave and the day was now wearingon. No
sooner was the calf released than he charged right and’
Left, with trunk uplifted, bellowing as he went, and
=arrying all before him among rows of native beaters and-
5 number of planters and others who had now descended
Lnto the kraal near the stands. The scene was comical in
khe extreme: there was just the least spice of danger to
=add zest to it, but the little fellow turned at the show of
o pointed stick. It seemed as if he said, “ You have
wiven me a great fright ; now I'll do my best to give you
@ taste of the same.” White clothes especially seemed
Ro provoke his anger: one or two gentlemen in white
=oats were followed again and again : one of them, Mr. E.
Smyth, between laughing and dodging and keeping off
his mad but ’cute little antagonist, had quite enough to
Jo, and the spectators roared at the fun. Tired out at
Last, the little fellow with a loud grunt made for the tame
ezlephants, and ranged himself alongside, as if with his-
Eriends. He did not scem to care about the wild herd
mow : he was a civilized elephant, and followed the tamers
~wherever they went. At last he found out Soysa’s

N 2
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“ tusker ” standing on one side, and charging under him
created a tremendous uproar, for the tusker didn’t like i- SO%
a bit, and trumnpeted out what seemed to be, * You min(_» ad
your own business, you young rascal, or Ill settle you™ — a"
Nothing, however, could quiet this ‘ irrepressible ” altoa—» &o-
gether: at odd moments he would make a charge on hi: & _amis
own account right across the kraal, and there can be ne &= no
doubf that he greatly disturbed the rest of the noosing. sse== 50
that it was a pity he was let loose, save for the amusemse== se-
ment he gave to the company. The wild ‘tusker- -mraer’
would not be caught: he showed no fight, would shirk =ka
broadside, slunk aside and dodged ; and yet it becamscar scme
evident the tame elephants and. the noosers did not carm s=sare
to get too near him. The fact is he is too old to b  be
trained, and'is of no service at all, save for his ivoriez == iies.
which can be got by shooting. [ Cured of sores” is ther & <the
expression used to indicate a tamed elephant.] M-TENZMr
Glenny, of Haldummulla, backed up by a number o - of
gentlemen, offered Rs. 100 to the first man who put. - < At-8
rope on, and Mr Sharpe, government agent of the NortHL & ‘Iﬂh
Western Province, went into the kraal to harangue b- « & bi
men of the Seven Kdralés in the vernacular, and to sprs <X 4PV
them on ; but although there were some more energett ¥ =t
attempts, close quarters were not come to.! A proposs==
for Europeans to beat the tusker into a corner .did nc» &= 1ol
find favour after last night’s encounter, and at last it wes < "
decided to close the day’s proceedings, and most of thel & the
visitors left, the writer among the number. Enough hac» == 1ad,
however, been seen to warrant all who waited ove ~ Vér
Thursday, in pronouncing the kraal a success so far a=s &
2 The ubsence of large heavy trees in the kraal suitable fa—s > for
tying, such as are so common in the North-Western Province, wes
very much noted: the jungle ut Labugama, even its best, bein s—05
very light, and therefore all the more troublesome to beaters an ==

noosers. The kraal stockade itself, too, was not hacked by thesss=
supports which distinguish those built in the Seven Kérulés.
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seeing the various operations connected with one; a
notable success in affording a more than usual amount of
sport and comical fun, as also in raising at moments feelings
of sympathy and pity; an extraordinary success in the
unprecedented work done by European volunteers— the
forlorn hope,” the sudden charge, the marvellous escape,
and the crowning victory in the forcing in of a dozen
zlephants into the kraal on Wednesday night.

In the name of all who waited over Thursday I feel
sure that thanks and congratulations may be offered to
Messrs. Saunders, Templer, and Dawson, for their un-
wearied labour, under their more than common anxiety
and worry ; to the chiefs Iddamalgoda, Ekneligoda, Ella-
wala, and the Kachchéri Mudaliyar; to Ranhdmi and
¢ Breeches,” and the owners of their elephants, Messrs,
G. Jayatilika and Halpé, as well as to Mr. de Soysa; and
>0 the 2,500 to 3,000 beaters and watchmen employed.
These often had to go without food for long spells,
Decause no rice could be had in the places they passed
Shrough : all their reward from Government is the food
ziven to them while in the field, and all they ask now is
=xemption from the poll-tax of Rs. 1-50 per man for this
wear! This very moderate request, we trust, will be
granted.

Nor should we forget those who provided for the com-
Tort of visitors :—chief of whom, Mr. C. Byrde, received
well-merited thanks from a large number of ladies and
zentlemen ; Mr. Wheeler also did a great deal, although
tiis enterprise was but poorly repaid, we fear ; Mr. Mon-
zoutier, whose arrangements for the officials at Hanwella
and in upper Kraaltown were highly approved of, espe-
=ially his Ceylon champagne made of king-coconut m11k»
and champagne mixed. '

The shadows of evening were falling as we left Kraal-
town, but I need say nothing of the journey back by.
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night. Only it reminds me again of the considerab> e
amount of ¢roughing” experienced by the plantie—g
visitors, the working officials and others: many we—mmmt
without food all day long, many watched all night, fe==w
slept over four hours nightly, many worked like herces- €8
among the beaters, while “ the forlorn hope ” risked the==ir
lives among the elephants. Am I not right them =™
saying that many a short campaign has inflicted less €
hardship and risk on those engaged in it? _
- The only regret now is that the princes did not w3t
another forty-eight hours: the compensation is that tMk™ <€
gallant, goodhumoured Admiral Gore-Jones, and Coms— >
mander Hill of the Bacchante, with a very large numbs- =
of visitors, both ladies and gentlemen, were there to s
the sport out ; so that Captain Hill can tell  the storp—"
%o the princes as an eye-witness from first to last; a?di
that the governor, if so inclined, can obtain sets 0
admirable photographs from Messrs. Skeen and Lawtos— 0
which will afford accurate representations of the yario— " °°
occurrences, after they left, to the young princes.®

How many more of the six or seven wild elephanmmmss e
I left running about the kraal were noosed to-dammsss==" 8y
¢(Saturday), and whether the ¢ tusker” was tied, I tha— ¢
yet to learn ; but my part as narrator is over, and I
only say I am not likely ever to forget

”n

]

Tee LaABUGANKANDA KRAAL IN HONOUR OF PRINCES—
ALBERT VICTOR AND GEORGE IN 1882.

3 Whether his Excellency could have kept the princes longer
not if he liked, is a moot question: certain it is that Sir :’h’
Robinson kept a more important prince (the Duke of Edinburge="" o
several days at the Kurunégala kraal almost aguinst his will. O '—:
story has it that Sir James Longden was not very well; anotl> )
that provisions threatened to run short; another that the princ ,
tutor wanted them specially to see Nuwira Eliya and its scenew——""
But all this together was hardly sufficient excuse for not keepi 3 &5
the princes two days longer at the kraal, and so completing
most notable of all experiences obtainable by visitors to Ceylon.

or
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CoroMBo, February 6th, 1882.
GATHERING UP THE FRAGMENTS.

ONE incident of the charge was forgotten, namely, the
narrow escape of Mr. Stewart, a visitor to the island,
who, when he fell, along with so many more in the
retreat, was nearest to the big female elephant, which
-passed very close to him, one foot, according to an observer,
being nearly on Mr. Stewart's prostrate form.

We ought to have noticed the presence of the Hon.
the Tamil Member of the Legislative Council at the
kraal, who, on one day at least, roughed it away out on
the hill-side with a number of planters. Many of the
people counted among the thousands. present came from
long distances—from Kurunégala on the one side, and
the far south on the other, indicating the great interest of
the mass of the Sinhalese in the sport. There could be no
doubt of the interest felt in their work by the chiefs and
beaters, apart from the expected presence of royalty and
viceroyalty. To get an occasional outing on the * corral ”
path with elephants is evidently a welcome break in the
monotonous, life of the Kandyan cultivator. Some of
their brethren from the big town found the life, even of
«visitors, in jungle-quarters rather trying, as for example,—

Conversation, overheard by a planter smoking in his verandah
one evening, of two native gentlemen walking past to their
.bungalow a little farther on:—

. FrusT.—This won't do: I've done xp !”
_ 8gcoND. —“ Oh, no! 1 feel born to the life!”

The life generally was most pleasant as a change from
the city, and from the comparative seclusion of coftee
-plantations. "That so much trouble should have been
taken for the prospect of a visit of less than three days
is quite wonderful. “ A week for the kraal” should be
the very minimum on any future occasion. One feels
quite sorry to think of the very temporary use to which
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the really handsome and comfortable talipot countryes@—3"

house fitted up for the governor and princes was put ==

the ridge on which this was placed along with a numhe s====m1
of other official residences, was a most attractive ancs s
healthy spot, intersected with convenient paths, pleasantly@— —=Y
shaded, all the large trees having been left, and Witl‘:I;‘}’l
splendid eutlooks over the low-country up to the Adam'ss™ —==¢
Peak range. To vary the monotony while waiting fomi— «——"
the kraal, there ought to have been some means of gettin=ag ‘€
up an evening entertainment, at which the princes and al_ S —l
the respectable visitors could have attended: a concert. <85

or amateur theatricals, could readily have been given i

a room which the ingenuity of the architect of Kraaltowmnm—=s— "'
was equal to making commodious enough. Some of the==s> ==
visitors had good snipe-shooting in the neighbourhoodlE— -
while the “ drive” was going on.

A few objections. were offered to the situation of thee==>> *
kraal itself—one being that the elephants had to bee=="""
driven up to the valley in which it was placed, but it=—28 “-;
seemed to us very well chosen, so far as its immediates====" ;_f
surroundings were concerned, and no doubt the chiefssmsse== '
themselves were consulted in the selection. The stee;
sides of the hills, rising almost from each side of the -—6;
kraal, afforded a splendid outlook to the thousands o
spectators who added much to the animation of the scene
with their parti-coloured garments and bright colours.

‘We heard that the material of the houses and huts is to
be utilized for the Labugama waterworks close by, in
housing overseers, labourers, &c. We missed the fine
waterfall on the Labugama side of the kraal, the road
past it—on which Mr. Wheeler proposed placing a re-
freshment-room—having been superseded by the shorter
path up to Kraaltown afterwards opened. A couple of
gentlemen who came to the kraal wid Kétté and Bopé
were glad to find that the surveyor-general’s map
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Published by us was wrong in one particular, namely that
they had a driving instead of a bridle road from B4pé
almost to the site of the reservoir to be.  We should not
Omit reference to the delightfully situated and very com-
fortatle temporary hotel put up by Mudaliyar Amarasé-
ara with so much spirit (to take the place of the rest.
hous, temporarily closed to the public) about two miles
1 Y ond Hanwella. The situation, on a high bank over-
©Oking the Wakoya, with paddy-fields in full growth
ANAq  tenderest green beyond, backed by the forest of
faltus, was most gratefully refreshing to the eye of the
Ta~- eller., Many expressed the wish that this resting-.
Place were some miles nearer the kraal, so that they could
a‘}‘e made it their headquarters. .
. IChe latest and last news of the kraal is contained in the
-1 ort of a correspondent writing on Saturday evening :—

“LABUGAMA, February 4th, 1882,

€< Most of the visitors having left yesterday, the atten-
Ance at the kraal this morning was very small. Ten
Lanters were the only European spectators.
< “ Sport commenced by recapturing two of yesterday’s
tie-ups’ that had broken away during the night. One
T ad chewed his rope through ; the other had broken his
X opes, assisted probably by the tusks of the ¢ tusker.” Two
Txore small-sized elephants were noosed by Sififio Appu,
#and then the whole ¢ bag ’ was put up to auction, fetching
Trom Rs. 60 for the orphan ‘punchi’ to Rs. 340 for one
<f the largest.
¢« An hour or two was spent in trying after a calf, but it
wscaped all the attempts to put the noose on, its mother
turning on the noosers several times.
“At 2 p.m. all the noosers had retired, and, the
‘watchmen being removed, the large elephants were left
to themselves, a liberty which they soon touk advantage

q
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of. Led by the tusker,” they approached the stockad &>
-and made several efforts to butt it down. These beirmg®
unsuccessful, the ¢tusker’ stood upon one of the lower
‘bars, and, with his tusks, smashed the top bar, and then
+with his feet smashed down the lower bars. Through
the gap thus made, the whole herd, encouraged by a few
“hari, hari, ali, from the spectators, bolted into the
jungle to return to their homes sadder, thinner, and wiser
elephants.”

From another quarter we learn that an attempt was
made to drive the “ tusker” into a trap set for him, but
without success. The question is whether he should not
have been shot. He would seem to be just the sort of
animal to prowl about and do harm to native fields and
gardens. That elephants do much mischief in that way
must never be forgotten.
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THE following interesting extracts from the first volume
of Major Forbes’s « Eleven Years in Ceylon”! are given
with the permission of the publisher. The orthography
of native names found in the original has been retained.

[No. L—CHAPTER X.]
'THE ANCIENT CAPITAL, ANURADHAPOORA.

Remnants of things that have pass’d away,
Fragments of stone rear’d by creatures of clay.—BYRON.

In ages of impenetrable antiquity, the plain on which
Anuriddhapoora was afterwards built had acquired a
sacred character ; for it is recorded that when the first
Buddha of the present era visited this place he found it
already hallowed as a scene of the ancient religious rites
of preceding generations, and consecrated by Buddhas
of a former era.- The position of Anurddhapuvora has
nothing to- recommend it for the capital of Ceylon; and
the site, if not chosen from caprice, was probably die-
tated by superstition. It would not, therefore, be difficult
to account for its final desertion, consequent decay, and
present desolation, even if history had not preserved a
record of the feuds, famines, wars, and pestilence which
at various times oppressed the country, and reduced the
1 « Eleven Years in Ceylon:” comprising Sketches of the Field
Sports and Natural History of that Colony. and an Account of its
History and Antiquities. By Major Forbes, 78th Highlanders.
2 vols. London : Richurd Bentley. ) Lo .
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number of inhabitants, so as to render the remainder
incapable of maintaining the great embankments of their
artificial lakes. These having burst, their waters spread
over the country as their channels were neglected, and
this made its unhealthiness permanent by forming noxious
swamps and nourishing unwholesome forests. The warm
and damp nature of the Ceylon climate-excites an activity
of vegetation, which the indolence and apathy of the
native character are not calculated to struggle against;
and the present population is inadequate either in number
or energy to do more than resist the incessant effort of.
the vegetable kingdom, stimulated by an eternal spring;
to extend its beautiful but baneful luxuriance over that
portion of the surrounding districts which man still re-
tains in precarious subjection.? Anurddhapoora is first
mentioned by that name about 500 years before .Christ 3
it was then a village, and the residence of a prince who
took the name of Anurddha on his settling at this place,
which the King Pinduwédsa had assigned to him whem
he came to visit his sister the Queen Bhadda-kachéna.
They were grandchildren of Amitodama, the paternal
uncle of Gautama Buddha. It was chosen for the capital-
by the King Pidukébhya, B.c. 437 ; and in the reign of
Dewenipiatissa, which commenced B.c. 307, it received-
the collar-bone of Gautama Buddha, his begging-dish
filled with relics, and a branch of the bo-tree under which
he had reclined. Anuridhapoora had been sanctified by
the presence of former Buddhas, and these memorials of
2 Six years after the time of which I am now writing, Govern-
ment formed a road to Aripo, and established a European officer
at Anurddhapoora as revenue and judicial agent for the district, in
order, if possible, to hasten the development of its resources. When
I left the island it was considered an unhealthy station, but, by
perseverance, there is little doubt that it will improve. -Had this

district been formerly unhealthy, Anurﬁdhapoorl would not so long
bave remained the capital of the.igland. .-
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Gautama increased its sacred character ; additional relics
were subsequently brought, for which temples were reared
by successive sovereigns ; and Wahapp, who commenced’
his reign a.p. 62, finished the walls of the city, which
were sixty-four miles in extent, each side being sixteen
miles, and thus enclosed a space of 256 square miles.
Anurddhapoora is mentioned, or rather is laid down in
the map of Ptolemy in its proper position, and by the
name of Anurogrammum.?

For upwards of 1200 years Anuradhapoora remained
as the capital of the island, with the exception of one
reign, when a parricide and usurper transferred the in-
signia of royalty to the impregnable rock-fort of Sigiri.
In the eighth century Polannarua was chosen as the
capital in preference to Anurddhapoora ; at which place
the fame of wealth had survived its possession, and too
often attracted the spoiler. The religious edifices were
occasionally repaired by pions sovereigns until the time
of Magha, a successful invader, who held sway in Ceylon
from a.p. 1219 until 1240, during which time be com-
pleted the destruction of many temples, and endeavoured
to destroy the Cingalese records. )

Knox, speaking of Anurddhapoora, which he passed in
making his escape from captivity in A.p. 1679, says, “It:
is become a place of solemn worship, in consequence of:
the bo-tree under which Buddha sat.” He adds, “ They
report ninety kings* have reigned there successively,
where, by the ruins that still remain, it appears they
spared not for pains and labour to build temples and high
monuments to the honour of this god, as if they had

.8 Gréma, or Gramya, is used for a town; so also is Poora, but
the latter generally means city.

' 4 It is the general belicf of uneducated natives.that the name of
the city is derived from Anu-Rujah (niuvety kings); bat it was from
the name of the coustellation Anurddha, ynder which.it wus found.d.



190 Ceylon in 1884.

been born only to hew rocks and great stones, and le==7

them up in heaps: these kings are now happy spirim—%

having merited it by these their labours.” In makimsr— 0%
his escape along the bed of the Malwatte-oya,” Knes _20X
passed another part of the ruins, but does not seem to
. have been aware that they were part of Anurddhapoorss— «sra.
He says, ¢ Here and there, by the side of this river, is === a
world of hewn stone pillars and other heaps of hew=<aWn

stones, which I suppose formerly were buildings ; and in
three or four places ar¢ the ruins of bridges built of
stone, some remains of them yet sta.ndmg upon stomsr=e.
pillars.”

The above extracts are taken from * An. Historie= &l
Relation of the Island of Ceylon in the East Indies; .y
Robert Knox, a captive there for nearly twenty years-’”
This is a work of great interest, and was originally pub-
lished in London in 1681. Nothing can be more ad-
mirable than the éxtent of memory, acute observation,
and inflexible veracity exhibited in his account of the
country and people ; nor can anything be more interesting
thau the simple narrative of his own sufferings. His
perseverance, fortitude, and firm religious belief enabled
him to overcome misfortunes, to rescue himself from a
tedious captivity, and finally to regain his station as com--
mander of a ship under the East India Company.

The father of Robert Knox was also named Robert:
he commanded the Ann frigate in the service of the. East
India Company, and sailed on the 21st of. January, 1657,
from the Downs ; the vessel was dismasted in a storm on.
the Coromandel coast on the 19th; of . November, 1659,
and proceeded to the bay of Cotiar (opposite to Trinko-
malee) to refit, and with permission’to trade there. For
about twenty days the crew of the shlp were allowed to’
land and return without any interruption ; but after that,.

§ Malwatte-oya, flower-garden river.
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anative chief, by order of the Kandian king, contrived.
by falschood and treachery to seize the captain and seven
of his men ; then, by the same devices, he got hold of
another boat and her crew of eleven men. He next.
attempted to gain possession of the ship, by inducing the
captain to send an order to the officer on board, directing:
Thim to bring the vessel up the river ; the captain sent his,
own son, but it was to warn the officer, and direct him to
proceed without loss of time to Porto Novo. Young
Knox, however, returned to share his father’s captivity ;
and the whole of those taken prisoners were removed into
the interior of the country. The captain and his son
(Robert) were sent to the village of Bandar Koswatte,
and there were soon attacked by severe fever and ague,
which carried off the tather, February the 9th, 1661.
Young Knox was then very ill, and it was not without
Tnuch difficulty that he managed to get his father’s body.
buried ; and for many months he suffered severely from
the effects of the same disease. It was not long after the,
Joss of his father that he accidentally had an opportunity,
of purchasing an English Bible at a price sufficiently
moderate for his means. Never for a moment laying
aside his design of escape, yet behaving with such dis-
" cretion as never to incur suspicion from the jealous tyrant
who then ruled in Kandy, Knox acquired a character for
prudence, industry, and honesty, which is even yet pre-
served by tradition in the neighbourhood of the place
where he resided, and where a spot is still known as the
white man’s garden.® After a captivity of nearly twenty
years’ duration he contrived to accomplish his escape, not
without great danger from the numerous wild animals
and alligators that are to be found near the course of the
Malwatte-oya, which flows through a dense forest and a
country void of population. Knox reached the Dutch
¢ Between Kundy and Gampola.
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fort of Aripo on the 18th of October, 1679 ; afterwa it

having been sent to Batavia, he from thence returned to
England in September, 1680, and was soon after me==4¢
captain of the Tarquin in the East India Company’s servimmmce.

All the ruins at Anurddhapoora, even the lofty momssssmu-
ments which contain the relics of the Buddha, are eitlillher
entirely covered with jungle, or partly obscured by foresmsssts;
these the imagination of natives has peopled with unhessssly
phantomnis, spirits of the unrighteous, doomed fo wane=—der
near the mouldering walls which were witnesses of tlm €ir
guilt, and are partakers of their desolation.

Although simplicity is the most distingnishing cHlE28-
Facteristic of the ancient architectural remains of t= he
Cingalese, yet some of the carving in granite might co- 33*
pete with the best modern workmanship of Europe & ix
the same material) both as to depth and sharpness - ot
cutting ; and the sculptures at Anurddhapoora, and 'pla&gs
built in remote ages, are distinguished from any attemp—>
of modern natives, not less by the more animated acti-e=— "
of the figures than by greater correctness of proportion.

" The only place clear of jungle was in front of t 2
Maha-wiharé (great temple), where a shady treé occupi

the centre of a square, and a stone pillar, fourteen fe=
high, stood beside the figure of a bull cut in granite, ar-
revolving on a pivot. In the entrance from this squa-

into the Maha-wiharé are a few steps admirably carve~
with laborious devices, and still in perfect preservatio ===
Ascending these, and passing through a mean building 0‘
modern construction, you enter an enclosure 345 feet ir=—
length by 216 in breadth, which surrounds the Court of
the Bo-tree, designated by Buddhists as Jaya-Sri-maha~
Bodinwahawai (the great, famous, and triumphant fig-
tree).” Within the walls are perceived the remains of

e
d

t
d

7 Ficus religiosa, generally called by natives Bo-gulm,'bo-tlu,
the nume generully used by Kuropenns. S
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several small temples ; and the centre is occupied by-the
sacred tree, and the buildings in which it is contained or
supported. This tree is the principal object of veneration
to the numerous pilgrims who annually visit Anurddha-
poora: they believe what their teachers assert, and their
histories record, that it is a branch of the tree under
which Gautama sat the day he became a Buddha, and
that it was sent from Patilipoora by the King Dhar-
masoka, who gave it in charge to his daughter Sangha-
mitta ; this priestess had been preceded by her brother;
Mihindoo, who, B.c. 307, was successful in re-establishing
in Ceylon the purity of the Buddhist religion.

No one of the several stems or branches of the tree is
Tmore than two feet in diameter ; and several of the largest
Pproject through the sides of the terraced building in which
it is growing. This structure consists of four platforms,
decreasing in size as you ascend, and giving room for a
broad walk round each of them.® From the self-reno-
vating properties.of the bo-tree, it is not at all impossible
that this one might possess the great antiquity claimed
Ffor it by the sacred guardians:® if so, the forbearance of
Malabar conquerors must be accounted for by their con-
sidering this tree sacred to other gods ; the profits derived

8 Tle spot on which the tree stands is believed to have at former
periods been the position where the emblematic trees of former
Buddbas grew, viz. Kukusanda Buddha’s, the mahari tree; Kona-
gamma Buddha’s, the atika tree (ficus glomerata) ; and Kaseyapa’s,
the nigrodi (baniayan).

9 Buddhists assert that the racred tree at Buddba Gya in Bahar
“was planted by Dugdha-Kawini, King of Singhal-Dwipa, 414
years before the birth of our Suviour.”— Hamilton’s E.I. Gazetteer.
Dootoogaimoonoo, King of Ceylon, and a most zealous Buddhist,
reigned from p.c. 164 until B.c. 140; and if the tree at Gya was
planted by him, as above mentioned, not only the original one there,
but also one planted by Dharmasoka, King of India, in the fourth
century before Christ, at the same city, must huve been destroyed
by the votaries of an adverse fuith.

o
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from pilgrims may also have induced them to give &\
weight to the alleged partiality of Brahma for this bee=a%
tiful tree.

One side of the square in front of the Maha-wihar— e i8
occupied by the ruins of the Lowa-Maha-Piya, called ===als0
(from the materials with which it was covered) the Brasssszn
Palace. The remains of this building consist of 1~ 600
stone pillars placed in forty parallel lines, forty pillar=—== in
ecach, and occupying a square space, each side of whick—illh is
234 feet in length. The pillars in the middle of -  this
ruin are still eleven and a half feet above the ground, and
measure two feet in breadth by one foot and a hal— _fin
thickness ; the middle pillars are slightly ornamented, . but
those in the outer lines are plain, and only half t~ —=heir
thickness, having been split by means of wedges, the
marks of which operation they still retain. The Lc—msoWa-
Maha-Piya was erected by the King Dootoogaimoc——=0n0o
B.c. 142: its height was 270 feet; it contamed 1 W00
apartments for priests, and was covered with one sheee===t of
metal. This edifice seems soon to have fallen into dess =Ca¥;
and was rebuilt by Dootoogaimoonoo’s successor, = who
reduced its height, making it seven instead of nine stor——==e)ys
which it was at its orwlnal formation. It underva~avent
many repairs, and was varied in height by several dif-
ferent kings, until a.n. 286, at which time it was thras—0%2
down by Mahasen during the period of his tempox— -=orary
apostacy : so completely did this monarch execute his
work of destruction on this and several other religi —ious
buildings, that their sites were ploughed up and s °"2
with grain.  Having returned to his former faith, Mahge===m8s0
commenced rebuilding the Maha-P4ya, but died be— =fore
it was finished ; and it was completed by his son = ""d
successor, Kltsm Maiwan, soon after his accession
A.D. 302. It was then that the original pillars were GF'PM
to supply the places of those which had been brolss==¢l:
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Amongst the sacred occupants of this building, the priests
most eminent for their piety were exalted to the upper-
most storey, whilst those who had fewest claims to sanctity
were lodged nearest to the earth. As native stairs only
differ in name from ladders, the ascent of nine storeys
must have been a severe trial to the bodily infirmities of
the elder priests ; but one of the strongest prejudices of
the patives, and about which they continue to be exceed-
ingly jealous, was not allowing an equal or inferior to sit
on any seat or remain in any place more elevated than
themselves. From adherence to punctilio on this subject,
there was a ludicrous scene at Colombo in 1802, when
the Kandian ambassadors remonstrated against entering
the carriage sent to convey them to an audience with
Governor North, because the coachman was placed on a
more elevated seat than the ome which they were to
occupy. This weighty matter was happily adjusted to
their satisfaction, and they entered the carriage; but
positively refused to allow the doors to be shut, fearing
-they should appear as prisoners.

On the left of the road leading from the Maha-wiharé
towards the ddgoba of Ruwanwelli, and in thick jungle,
six carved stones define the limits of a small mound.
This is the spot where a grateful people and a zealous
priesthood performed the last duties to the remains of
Dootoogaimoonoo ; a king whose valour and piety had
restored the supremacy of the Cingalese race and Buddhist
religion, and who had not only repaired the injuries
which the capital had sustained from foreign invaders of
an adverse faith, but had ornamented it with many of
those buildings which even now attract attention and
excite wonder after having endured for 2000 years.

The quantity of game in the immediate neighbourhood
of the ruins was astonishing, and in no part of the island
are elephants more numerous; for within the precincts

o2
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of this hallowed city, at the time I speak of, 1828, 10
native would have ventured to transgress the first cOm-
mandment of the Buddha, viz. *“ From the meanest im sect
up to man, thou shalt mot kill.” As if aware of tJneir
right of sanctuary, whole herds of spotted deer and flc>¢ks
of pea-fowl allowed us to appruach very near to them;
and while employed in examining the ruins, in the Jore
sence and with the assistance of the priests, I deemed it
advisable to commit no murder on the denizens of the
forest ; but on the last day of our stay we left the gem-
tlemen of the long yellow robe behind, and proceeded £
hunt deer with Mr. C——’s dogs in a plain about thre®
miles from the place of our temporary residence. .

‘When not employed in speaking, our followers seem
to Le eternally occupied in chewing betel, a custom almost/ .
universal at this time with all ranks of natives; and ~
although the name of the leaf of a creeping-plant re-
sembling pepper is used as a general term, three com-
ponent parts are necessary for this masticatory; viz
arcka-nut, which is used in very thin slices ; fine pow-
dered lime, made into a paste; and a small portion of
these two being rolled up in a betel-leaf, the whole is put
in the mouth. This preparation tinges the saliva, the
lips, and even the teeth of a dark-red colour; but I
believe it to be perfectly wholesome, and to have some
useful properties, such as soothing nervous excitement,
and acting as a stimulant, without any of the evil effects
produced by the use of spirits, which nevertheless is, I
am afraid, too often superseding the use of betel. Those
who could afford it mixed up cardamom-seeds and the
leaves of various aromatic plants with the areka-nut ; and
the value of the instruments for preparing the betel gave
one a pretty good idea of the wealth and rank of the
possessor : a pair ‘of nippers for slicing the areka-nut, a
small box for holding the lime, and a straw case to
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contain betel-leaves, might, I believe, have been found
tucked in the waist-cloth of every one of the several
hundred natives who accompanied us. Night and day
‘they were chewing betel, and when they were awake they
seemed to talk of nothing else; exchanging leaves and
the contents of their lime-boxes seemed like the old
Scotch custom of exchanging snuff-mulls.

Amongst the ruins of this city, the ddgobas,! or monu-
mental tombs of the relics of Buddha, the mode in which
they are constructed, the object for which they are in-
tended—above all, their magnitude—demand particular
notice. The characteristic form of all monumental Bud-
dhistical buildings is that of a bell-shaped tomb sur-
‘mounted by a spire, and is the same in all courtries which
have had Buddha for their prophet, lawgiver, or god.
‘Whether in the outline of the cumbrous mount, or in
miniature within the laboured excavation, this peculiar
shape (although variously modified) is general, and
enables us to recognize the neglected and unhonoured
shrines of Buddha in countries where his religion no
longer exists, and his very name is unknown. The gaudy
Shoemadoo of Pegu, the elegant Toopharama of Anurid-
hapoora, the more modern masonry of Boro Budor in
Java, are but varieties of the same general form; and in
the desolate caves of Carli, as in the gaudy excavations
and busy scenes of Dambool, there is still extant the sign
of Buddha—the tomb of his relics. D4gohas may be
referred to the first stage of architectural adventure,
although I cannot agree with those writers who assert
that the character and form of Buddhist buildings betray
evident marks of haviug been borrowed from the figure
of a tent; for in my opinion their progress may clearly
be traced from the humble heap of earth which covers
the ashes or urn of the dead up to the stupendous mount

1 Dégoba, from Dhatu-garba (womb, or receptacle of a relic).
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of masonry which we see pilel above some shrunke®
atom of mortality. These monuments in Ceylon 85
built around a small cell, or hollow stone, containing the
relic ; along with which a few ornaments and emblems of
Buddhist worship were usually deposited, such as pearis,
precious stones, and figures of Buddha: the number and
valne of these depended on the importance attached b0
the relic, or the wealth of the person who reared the
monument.

The description given in Cingalese histories of the rich
offerings and rare gems deposited with some of the relics
is very splendid, but the existence of wealth and wondexs
which cannot be reached may well be doubted; tkne
accounts of the external decorations and ornaments ©f
these ddgobas are also magniticent, and probably moX®
correct. In a sohona, or Cingalese cemetery, may
perceived a variety of miniature ddgobas: if the little
earthen mound raised over the ashes of the dead 1
encircled with a row of stones, we see the origin of tlne
projecting basement ; if the tomb be that of a headoa &l
or high-priest, we may find it cased with stone, and peT-
haps surrounded with a row of pillars: on all these ¥
find an aewaria branch planted ; which, after taking 3c>©*
and shooting out its cluster of leaves, gives the sembla¥® <°
of the spire and its spreading termination? In shol:t’
the monumental tombs of Buddha’s relics only differ 2%
size, and in the durability of their materials, from tE®€
hunible heap which covers the ashes of an obscure pl'it?gt
or village chief. The tomb of Alyattes, as described PP
Herodotus, and which he informs us as a monument
art was only second to the remains in Egypt and Babylome =
appears to have been of the same form as the sepulch
mounds of the Buddhists. In materials and constructiom®™
the dégobas of Anurddhapoora far exceed-the tomb of

? Called Kot by the Cingulese, and Tee by the Siamese.
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Alyattes, and fully equal it in size. All the ddgobas at
Anurddhapoora were built of brick, and incrusted with a
preparation of lime, cocoa-nut water, and the glutinous
juice of a fruit which grows on a tree called by the
natives Paragaha. This preparation is of a pure white ;
it receives a polish nearly equal to marble, and is ex-
tremely durable. The Ruwanwelli-saye, one of these
monuments of peculiar sanctity, was built by the King
Dootoogaimoonoo ; but the spire being unfinished at the
time of his death, B.c. 140, it was completed by his
brother and successor, Saidatissa. It stands in the centre
of an elevated square platform, which is paved with large
stones of dressed granite, each side being about 500 feet
in length, and surrounded by a fosse seventy feet in
breadth ; the scarp, or sides of the platform, is sculptured
to represent the fore-parts and heads of'elephants, pro-
jecting and appearing to support the massive super-
structure to which they form so appropriate an ornament.
In the embankment surrounding the fosse, a pillar, deep
sunk in the earth, still projects sixteen- feet above the
surface, and is four feet in'diameter ; this stone is believed
to have been removed from the spot where the dagoba
now stands, and that it once bore an.-inseription and
prophecy, which in a superstitious age no doubt caused
its own fulfilment. The prediction ran, that at the place
where this stone stood, a superb didgoba of 120 cubits®
in height would be reared by a fortunate and pious
monarch. .

Dootoogaimoonoo, during his last illness, caused him-
self to be conveyed near to this monument of his piety;
and when all hopes of completing the spire- during his
lifetime were at an end, his brother had the model of it
made of light timber: this placed on the dome, and
covered with cloth, satisfied the anxious wish of the

3 Carpenter's cubit, two feet three inches,
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expiring king. The place to which Dootoogaimoonoo
was conveyed is a large granite slab surrounded with
pillars ; near this a stone, hollowed out in the shape of a
man’s body, is shown as the bath which he used when
suffering from the bite of a venomous snake.

On the stone pavement which surrounds the Ruwan-
welli-saye lies the broken statue of the King Bitiyatissa,
who reigned from B.c. 19 until a.p. 9, and appears to
have been one of those persevering zealots who * hope.-to
merit heaven by making earth a hell:” the marks of his
knees worn in the granite pavement are pointed.out as
memorials of superior piety, and certainly, if authentic,
bear lasting testimony to the importunity of his prayers
or the sincerity of his devotions. It is recorded of this
king that by supplication he obtained divine assistance
to enable him to open the underground entrance into the
interior cell of this temple; and that he succeeded in
entering and worshipping the many relics of Buddha
which it contained. In the thirteenth century, Mdga, a
foreign invader, instead of faith, employed force: he
broke into the sanctum, plundered its treasures, pulled
down the temples around Ruwanwelli, and ruined its
ddgoba, which was originally 270 feet in height, but is
now a conical mass of bricks overgrown with brushwood,
and 189 feet high. Sanghatissa placed a pinnacle of
glass on the spire of Ruwanwelli, as the author of the
Mahawanso says, “to serve as a protection-against light-
ning.” Sanghatissa reigned four years, and was -poisoned
in AD. 246. The Mahawanso was written between
AD. 459 and 477, and shows that the non-conducting
property of glass with regard to the electric fluid had
heen remarked previous to that period.

At a considerable distance from the outer enclosure of
the dégoba the priest pointed out to me a stone slab
twelve and-a half feet long by nine and a. half-feet broad,
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which is supposed to cover the secret entrance by which
the pious king, as well as the ruthless invader, gained
admittance to the interior of the Ruwanwellisaye. A
few weeks previously to our visit, the late high-priest, an
albino, had died at a very advanced age: he had been
long known by the appellation of the White Priest of
Anurddhapoora ; and his senior pupil, who accompanied
me in exploring the ruins, aspired to succeed his master.
I was then along with the agent of the district, through
whose recommendation he expected to be appointed ;
therefore no spot was so sacred, and no secret so precious,
but that it might be communicated to me. The aspirant
became high-priest, and ever after denied to Kuropean
visitors all knowledge of the secret entrance to this monu-
ment, as well as several other places of peculiar sanctity ;
neither could it be brought to his unwilling remembrance
that he had ever known them himself, or pointed them
out to any one. The history of this building, its tradi-
tions, the list of offerings made to the relics enshrined
within it, and the splendour of its external appearance,
are recorded at length; but its chronicle contains so
much exaggeration in regard to the number of the offer-
ings, and so little variety of events, that the specimen
already given may perhaps be considered more th:n
sufficient, and will be my excuse for not dilating on the
history of other buildings, of which only similur facts are
written, and similar dull details have been preserved.
Toophirimaya, although inferior to many in size, yet
far exceeds any dagoba in Ceylon, both in elegance and
unity of design, and in the beauty of the minute sculp-
tures on its tall, slender, and graceful columns; this
dégoba is low, broad at the top, and surrounded by four
lines of pillars, twenty-seven in each line, fixed in the
elevated granite platform so as to form radii of a circle of
which the monument .is the centre. These pillars are
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twenty-four feet in height, with square bases, octagonal
shafts, and circular capitals ; the base and shafts, fourteen
inches in thickness, and twenty-two feet in length, are
each of one stone; the capitals are much broader than
the base, and are highly ornamented. Toophérdmaya was
built over the collar-bone of Gautama, when it was
brought from Maghada in the reign of Dewenepeatissa,
B.C. 307 ; and the ruins of a building which adjoixs it
received the Dalada relic when it arrived in Ceylon,
A.D. 309.

Lankarimaya was erected in the reign of Mahasen,
between A.D. 276 and A.p. 302 ; it is in better preserva-
tion, but much inferior in effect to the Toophirdmaya,
from which the design of the building is copied.

The Abhayagiri dagoba, built by the King “‘Walagam
Bahoo, between the period of his restoration to the throne
B.c. 88, and his death B.c. 76, was the largest ever erected
in Ceylon : it was 405 féet* in height ; and the platform
on which it stands, as well as the fosse and surrounding
wall, are proportionately extensive. The height of this
ruin now is 230 feet, and ‘the length of -tlie outer wall
one mile and three quarters ; the whole of the building;
except a few patches near the summit, is covered with
thick jungle and high trees, even where the "interstices
of the pavement, composed of large granite slabs, were
all that yielded nourishment to the trees or secured thei#
roots. T

The Jaitawanardmaya was commenced by the King
Mahasen, and completed by his successor, Kitsiri Maiwan,
A.D. 310: its height was originally 315 feet,’ and its
ruins are still 269 feet above the surrounding plain. A
gentleman, who visited Anurddhapoora in 1832, calcu.
lated the cubic contents of this temple at 456,071 cubie

¢ 180 Cingalese carpenter’s cubits.
$ 140 carpenter’s cubits,
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vards ; and remarked that a brick wall, twelve feet in
height, two feet in breadth, and upwards of ninety-seven
miles in length, might be constructed with the still re-
maining materials. Even to the highest pinnacle theé
Jaitawanardmaya is encompassed and overspread by trees
and brushwood ; these are the most active agents of ruin
to the ancient buildings of Ceylon, as their increasing
roots and towering stems, shaken by the wind, overturn
and displace what has long resisted, and would have
slowly yielded before time and the elements.

During our stay at Anuridhapoora, a Kandian lady
presented a petition to the agent of Government, request-
ing his interference on behalf of her son, who was detained
as a state prisoner for having been implicated in the rebel-
lion of 1817-18. She stated that he was her only son,
and that the large family estates were now ravaged and.
laid waste by wild animals; that in this remote district,
for want of his superintendence, the tanks for irrigation
were neglected, and cultivation was rapidly decreasing ;
moreover, that he was the hereditary guardian of the
sacred edifices of this ancient capital, and that in his
absence the buildings and temples were néither protected
nor repaired, the revenues being either misapplied by
the priests, or appropriated to their own use. .The old
lady also alluded to the antiquity of their family, whose
ancestor, she said, had accompanied the branch of the
sacred tree from Patalipoora,’ B.c. 307. ~On inquiring, T
found that the very remote antiquity of this family was
acknowledged by the jealous chiefs of the mountain dis-
tricts ; and I could not help' feeling an interest in the
last scion of a race whose admitted ancestry reached far
beyond the lineage of Courtenay, or the descent of
Howard.

This chief soon afterwards obtained permission to visit

¢ The modern Patua.
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his estates ; and at a subsequent period, having assisted
in securing the pretender to the Kandian throne (who
had been secreted since 1818 in this part of the country),
he was not only permitted to return to his estate, but was
reinstated in office as chief of the.district. Although not
a clever man, his appearance and manners wert dignified
and gentlemanlike : he died in 1837, leaving a family to
continue the race, and bear the dignified appellation of
Surya Kumara Singha (descended from a prince of the
solar and the lion race).

The system of adoption in the Kandian law renders
the continuation of a particular family much more pro-
bable than in any country where such a proceeding is
unknown, or unsanctioned by fixed institutions or all-
powerful custom. In Kandian law, a child adopted in
infancy (and born to parents of equal rank with the per
son who adopted the infant) has the same right of in-
heritance both to titles and estates as if the actual child
of the person who had become its guardian, and wha,
after a public adoption, was called and considered the
father. In general, the children adopted were selected
from the nearest relations of the person, who determined
through this means to prevent all risk of being without
children to watch his declining years, and inherit his
family estates. Several of the highest rank of Kandian
chiefs pretend to trace the descent of their families from
those natives of Maghada who accompanied Mihindoo
and the relics of Buddha from the continent in the fourth
century before Christ. Two families claim descent from
Upatissa, a minister of state, and inferim king for one
year, B.Cc. 505; and one of these, who maintained his
right by inheritance to the name which he bore (Upatissa),
produced to me a box containing a quantity of dust, and
some minute frail shreds of tissue, which, he said, were
the remains of a dress worn by his royal and somewhat
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femote ancestor. I have only seen a few written genea-
logies of Cingalese chiefs, and, in following them, found
wider and more startling gaps than any I had been accus-~
tomed to leap over in a backward trace to the progenitor
of some individuals who figure in the modern British
peerage.

Amidst the ruins of the palace stand six square pillars
supporting some remains of a cornice ; each of these pillars
is formed of a single stone, eightecn: feet in length and
three in Lreadth. There also is the stone cance made by
order of King Dootoogaimoonoo in the second century
before Christ, to hold the liyuid prepared for the refection
of the priests; it measures sixty-three feet in length,
three and a half feet in breadth, and two feet ten inches
in depth. Within the precincts of the royal buildings;
projecting from the mould, and half-covered by-the roots
of a tree, a stone trough, from which the state elephants
drank, recalled to mind the history of King Elloona, and
tke busy, turbulent scenes enacted in bygone ages within
those walls, where now the growl of the elephant, the
startling rush of wild hog and deer, the harsh screams of
peacock and toucan, increase the solemn bLut cheerless
feelings inspired by a gloomy forest waving o’er a buried
city.

Ellovna having murdered his cousin, the Queen Singha
Wallee, became Kiug of Ceylon, a.n. 38, and was soon
after imprisoned by his rebellious subjects : the queen,in
despair, caused her infant son to be dressed in his most
costly robes, and ordered the nurse to place him at the
feet of the state elephant, that the child might be killed,
and escape the indignities inflicted on the monarch. The
nurse did as she was commanded; but the elephant
(without hurting the young prince) broke his chain.
rushed through the guards, threw down the gates, and
forced his way to the royal captive, who got on his back,
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and, rushing through the strects of the capital, escaped
in safety to the sea-coast. From thence he embarked for
the Malaya country: having rasiced an army there, he
returned to Ceylon, and regained his kingdom after an
absence of three years. Elloona recognized with affec-
tionate joy the animal that had been the means of. saving
his life : and several villages were appointed to furnish
food and attendants to the royal elephant during the
remainder of his life.

The Isuramuni Wihare (a temple partly cut in the
rock), the Saila Chytia (a small monument built on a
spot where Buddha had rested himselt), and the tomb of
Elala, are amongst the ruins visited by the pious pilgrims.
Elala was a succeseful invader who conquered Ceylon,
B.C. 204, by means of an army which he led from Solles
(Tanjore). The Cingalese princes who possessed the
southern and the mountainous parts of the island as
tributaries becoming powerful, Elala built thirty-two forts
to protect the level country on the south against their
incursions ; these forts were taken in succession by the
Prince Dootongaimoonoo, who finally encountered his
rival in single combat, and slew him with a javelin.
They were each mounted on an elephant, and as the
battle was preceded by a challenge, both the leaders
fought under the insignia of royalty: on the spot where
Elala fell, Dootoogaimoonoo erected a monument and
pillar, on which there was inscribed a prohibition against
any one passing this tomb in any conveyance, or with
beating of drums. Elala is described, even by the Bud-
dhist historians, as being a good ruler and valiant warrior;
he must have been an old man when he encountered
Dootoogaimoonoo, having reigned for forty-four years
after completing the conquest of Ceylon: his death oc-
curred B.c. 161. Time has hallowed the monument
which it has failed to obscure, and the ruined tomb of
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an infidel is now looked upon by many Buddhist pilgrims
as the remnant of a sacred edifice : although twenty cen-
turies have elapsed since the death ot Elala, I do nut
believe that the injunction of his conqueror has ever
been disregarded by a native. In 1818, Pilamé Talawé,
the head of the oldest Kandian family, when attempting
to escape after the suppression of the rebellion in which
he had been engaged, alighted from his. litter, although
weary and almost incapable of exertion; and not knowing
the precise spot, walked on until assured that he had
passed far beyond this ancient memorial.

Pilamé Talawé was apprehended in this district, and
transported to the Isle of France; from whence he was -
allowed to return in 1830, and soon after died from the
effects of intemperance. He had narrowly escaped death
in 1812 for treason to the King of Kandy, as sentence
had been passed, and his father and cousin had already
suffered, before he was brought prisoner to the city. The
commencement of a religious festival was the reason
assigned at that time for sparing his life ; although his
slender abilities and slothful habits are supposed to have
been more powerful arguments in favour of the king’s
granting mercy than the supplication of friends, or the
intercession of the priests, to whom it was apparently
conceded. Pilamé Talawé was the last of the direct
branch. of that family which exercised the privilege of
girding on the royal sword at the inauguration of the
Kandian monarchs.

Besides eight large tanks at Anuradhapoora, there are
several of a smaller size built round with hewn stone ;
and in the side of one of these a priest pointed out apart-
ments, cells which, he said, had been occupied by priests
as places for contemplation when religion flourished and
the tanks were full: one of these cells, w,hi'ch we exa-
mined, proved to be formed of five slabs, and its din.en-
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sions were twelve feet in length, eight feet in breadth,
and five feet in height ; the lowest stone, or floor of the
cell, must have been nearly on a level with the water in
the tank. We also saw many wells built round with
stone; one very large one near the Ruwanwelli-saye is
circular, and the size diminishes with each course of
masonry, so as to form steps for descending to the bottom
in any direction.

Near the footpath leading to the Jaitawanardmaya lies
a vessel ornamented with pilasters cut in relievo ; it is
formed out of a single granite stone, and is ten feet long,
six feet wide, and two feet deep. It was used to contain
food for the priests.

The following is translated from an ancient native
account of Anuradhapoora :—

“ The magnificent city of Anurddhapoora is refulgent
from the numerous temples and palaces -whose golden
pinnacles glitter in the sky. The sides of its streets are
strewed with black sand, and the middle is sprinkled
with white sand ; they are spanned by arches’ bearing
flags of gold and silver ; on either side are vessels-of the
same precious metals, containing flowers ; and in niches
are statues holding lamps of great value. In the streets
are multitudes of people armed with bows and arrows;
also men powerful as gods, who with their huge swords
could cut in sunder a tusk elephant at one blow. Ele-
phants, horses, carts, and myriads of people are constantly
passing and repassing: there are jugglers, dancers, and
musicians ‘of various nations, whose chanque-shells and
other musical instruments are ornamented ‘with gold.
The, distance from the principal gate to the south gate is

7 Arches formed of areka-trees split and bent, or of some other
pliable wood, were always used in decorating entrances and public
buildings on days of ceremony or rejoicing ; but I have never seen
an arch of masonry in any Cingulese building of great antiquity.
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four gaws (sixteen miles); and from the north gate to
the south gate four gaws : the principal streets are Chan-
drawakka-widiya,® Rajamaha-widiya,® Hinguruwak-widiya,
and Mahawelli-widiya! In Chandrawakka-widiya are
11,000 houses, many of them being two storeys in height ;
the smaller streets are innumerable. The palace has
immense ranges of builaing, some of two, others of three
storeys in height ; and its subterranean apartmeuts are of
great extent.”

With the exception of the four principal streets, the
others were built of perishable materials, and were named
from the separate classes which inhabited them. The
Chandalas (scavengers and corpse-bearers) resided beyond
the limits of the city ; yet it was a girl of this custe that
Prince Sili, only son of Dootoogaimoonvo, married, and
chose rather to resign all chance of succession to the
throne than to part from his beauteous bride. The
detailed account of I’rince S4li’s romantic attachment to
Asoka Malla is probably less correct than a tradition pre.
served in Kotmalia, viz. that Sali’s mother was not of thé
royal race, but a woman of the Goyawanza (cultivator
class), with whom Dootoogaimoonoo formed a connexion
at the time he was a fugitive in the mountainous district
of Kotmalia, to which place he had fled to avoid the
effects of his father’s anger, and by which act he acquired
the epithet of Dootoo, or the Disobedient. prefixed to his
own name of Gaimoonoo. Dootoogaimoonoo forgave his
son, and admired the Lride ; but appointed his brother,
Saida- tissa, as successor to the throne, that the Maha-
wanzae (great solar dynasty) might be preserved in all its
purity.

The great extent of Anurddbapoora, covering within
its walls a space of 256 squaie miles, will not give any

8 Moon Street. 9 Great King Strect.
1 Great Sandy Street, or from the River Mahawelli-gauga.
P
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just grounds on which to estimate the extent of its popu-
lation ; as tanks, fields, and even forests are mentioned
as being within its limits. The number and magnitude
of the tanks and temples constructed by the Kings Doo-
toogaimoonoo, who reigned from B.c. 164 to B.C. 140,
Walagam-bahoo, who reigned from B.c. 89 to B.c. 77, and
Mahasen, who reigned from a.p. 275 to A.D. 302, are the
best vouchers for the numerous population which at these
periods existed in Ceylon; yet, as the tanks at least
were formed by forced labour, we cannot rate the wealth
of the nation by the extent of its monumenis. The
public works of Prakrama bahoo the First, who reigned
from a.p. 1153 to 1186, prove that even then Ceylon had
a much more numerous population than it now possesses ;
and Cingalese accounts of that period state the number of
males, exc.usive of children, as amounting to 3,420,000.
This number may be, and probably is, overrated ; but let
these who doubt that an immense population formerly
existed in Ceylon compare the prodigious bulk of the
ancient monuments of Anurddhapoora, Migam, and Pol-
annarrua, with those erected by later kings of the island ;
then let them compare singly the remains of the Kalaa
tank,? the Kaudela tank,® or many others, with any or
all the public works accomplished in Ceylon for the last
500 years. In constructing the immerse embankments
of these artificial lakes, labour has been profusely, often,
from want of science, uselessly expended; as I believe
many of these great tanks, which are now in ruins, would,
if repaired, be found inapplicable to the purposes of irri-
gation for which they were designed : that is, the extent
of plain which could be cultivated by means of these
reservoirs would be of less value than the sums which it

2 The Kalaa tank was completed before A.D. 477.
3 The Kaudela tank is now an extensive plain between Minirie
and Kandely.
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would be requisite to expend in repairing and maintaining.
the embankments.

In Anurddhapoora, the only sacred buildings of modern
date are a few small temples erected on the foundations.
and from the materials of former structures; they are
supported by wooden pillars, which, even in the same
building, present a great varicty of capitals, and perfect
defiance of proportion. These mean temples, with their.
walls of clay and paltry supports, form a striking contrast
to the granite columns, massive foundations, and stone
pillars which still stand, or lie scattered in endless pro-
fusion amidst the ruined heaps and proud remains of
former ages. They serve to prove that Buddhism only.
clings with loosening grasp wheve it once held sovereign
sway over mind and matter. '

In September, 1832, I again proceeded to Anurddha-
poora, through Dambool, Manawewa, Kégamma, near
which are the ruins of the Nakha (finger-nail) ddgoba
and Tirapan. In several places, when we approached
within twenty miles of the city, we perceived great heaps
of siones on the road-side: they were intended to com-
memorate events which are long since forgotten; but,
nevertheless, every pilgrim adds a stone to these nameless
cairns. About ten miles from Anuradhapoora, I sat down
on the rocky bank of a very small pond in the Colon-cya
forest : soon after, a native trader came up, and pointed to
a spot near me, from whence, he said, his companior, only
a few days before, had been dragged by an alligator ; the
unfortunate man, while resting here during the heat of
the day, had fallen asleep close to the water, and in this
state was seized by the reptile. My informant, having
procured assistance from a village some miles off, had
attempted to recover the body of his companion ; but was
unsuccessful, as it was found that the pond communicated.
with an underground cavern. I emerged from this forest

p2
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upon the plains around the Nuwarawewa (city lake),
which at this time contained but a little water in detached
pools ; these were surrounded, almost covered, by a won-
drous assemblage of creatures, from the elephant and
buffalo, pelican, flamingo, and peacock, alligator and
cobragoya, down through innumerable varieties of the
animated creation : in the background, the crumbling
spires of Anurddhapoora appeared over the wooded em-
bankment of this artificial lake. I had supplied myself
and my followers with abundance of pea-fowl, which
were to be met with in numbers at every open space
where water was to be found ; and, on first entering one
of these glades, I have seen twenty of them within a
space of 100 yards in diameter. Pea-fowl are naturally
wary ; and if it is a place where they have been occa-
sionally disturbed, it requires great caution to ensure
getting near enough to shoot.them. The morning is the
best time for pea-fowl shooting, as in the evening they
keep rear the edge of the jungle, and in the forenoon
they retire to some thick dark copse, generally over-
hanging water, and there rest during the heat of the day ;
it is at this time that the natives, who never throw away
a shot, usually kill them at roost.

Since my former visit in 1828, all the ddgobas had
suffered some diminution, in consequence of the heavy
rains which bad fallen in January, 1829 ; and the whole
of the Abhdyagiri had been cleared from jungle by a-
priest, whose zeal in the difficult and dangerous task had
been nearly recompensed with martyrdom, a fragment of
the spire having fallen on and severely injured this pious
desecrater of the picturesque. The season had been par-
ticularly dry, and the foliage of those trees which grew
on rocky ground presented all the variety of an English
autumn ; however, the change of the monsoon was ap-
proaching, and heavy rain fell during the night of -my
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arrival. At daybreak next morning I ascended on the
ruins of Mirisiwettiya, and found the forest-plains of this
district shrouded by mist and rising clouds ; but,—
“Though the loitering vapour braved

The gentle breeze, yet oft it waved

Its mantle’s dewy fold,”
and magnified forms of mount-like sepulchres were
shadowed on the drear expanse. As the sun arose behind
the rock of Mehintalai, the “silver mist” was dissipated
in small clouds, or fell in glittering drops: all was damp,
vast, and silent, as if the waves of oblivion had only now
rolled back from the tombs of antediluvian giants; and
the half-formed rainbow, which glanced amid these monu-
ments, was the first which had brightened the earth or
gladdened the remnants of a perished race.

[No. IL—CHAPTER XIIL]

VISIT TO KANDY.—MORAL LAWS OF
GAUTAMA BUDDHA.

The rifled urn, the violated mound.—~BYRON.

Abstain from all sin, acquire all virtue, repress thine own heart ;
this is Buddha’s injunction.
Tenets of Buddhism by KiIToLGAMMA UNNANZE.

In the month of May, 1828, I proceeded to Kandy, and
witnessed that brilliant Buddhist festival, the exhibition
of the Dalada (tooth of Buddha); an expiring blaze of
the ancient worship of Ceylon, whose beams even then
gleamed flickering and unstable, and will suddenly sink
in darkness, or surely and gradually fade before a brighter
light. From one district, at least, I know the numbers
who attended at this Dalada Puja were procured by com-
pulsion more than attracted by devotion ; and that it was
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the dread of present punishment, not the hope of spiritual
benefit, by which they were collected. I anticipate that
Buddhism, shorn of its splendour, unaided by authority,
and torn by internal dissension, will not long have power
to retain even its present slight control over the actions
of its votaries by the mere excellence of its moral laws,
and that it will fall into disuse before Christianity is
prepared to step into its place, which for a time will be
occupied by those vile superstitions and demon-worship
to which the Cingalese are so prone.

Fifty-three years had elapsed since the King Kirti Sri
had openly displayed the relic; and from the revolutions
which had since taken place in the country, but few
people remembered the ceremony, and still fower had
scen the Dalada, which they believed to be the most
racred thing on earth, and that orly to see it proved their
former merits by their present good fortune.

On the 29th of May, 1828, the three larger cases having
previously been removed, the relic contained in the three
inner caskets was placed on the back of an elephant
richly caparisoned: over it was the Ransiwigé, a small
octagonal cupola, the top of which was composed of
alternate plain and gilt silver plates, supported by silver
pillars.  "When the elephant appeared coming out "of ‘the

- temple-gate, two lines of magnificent elephants, forming
a double line in front of the entrance, knelt down and
thus remained ; while the multitude of people, joining
the points of their fingers, raised their arms above their
leads, and then bent forward, at the same time uttering
in full, deep tones the shout of * Sadhu ” : this, joined and
increased by those at a distance, swelled into a grand and
solemn sound of adoration. The elephant bearing the
relic, followed by the establishments of the temples with
their elephants, also those of the chiefs, after proceeding
through the principal streets of the town, returned to the
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great bungaloe: here the first Adikar removed the relic
from the back of the elephant, and conveyed it to the
temporary altar on which it was to be exhibited. The
rich hangings were now closed around the altar, and the
three inner cases opened in presence of Sir Edward Barnes,
the Governor. The drapery being again thrown open,
disclosed the tooth placed on a gold lotus-flower, which
stood on a silver table: this was covered with the dif-
ferent cases of the relic, various gold articles and antique
Jjewellery, the offerings of former devotees.

‘Whether prompted by their own feelings, or impelled
by more weighty reasons to attend at this exhibition, still
the relic was evidently an object of intense veneration to
all the assembled Buddhists, and by those of the Kandian
provinces it is considered the palladium of their country ;
they also believe the sovereign power of the island is
attached to its possessors. It is a piece of discoloured
ivory, slightly curved, nearly two inches in length, and
one inch in diameter at the base; from thence to the
other extremity, which is rounded and blunt, it consider-
ably decreases in size. The Dalada, as we find in very
ancient details of its adventures, was discoloured when it
arrived in Ceylon: that a relic of Gautama should fade
or decay was at the time urged as. an argument against-
its authenticity; but a miracle settled the dispute, and
silenced sceptics.

The sanctuary of this relic is a small chamber in the
temple attached to the palace of the Kandian kings ; and
there the six cases in which it is enshrined are placed on
a silver table hung round with rich brocades. The largest
or outside cover of these carandus (caskets) is five feet in
height, formed of silver gilt, and shaped in the form of a
dégoba :* the same form is preserved in the five inner
cases, which are of gold; two of them, moreover, being

4 The bell-shaped buildings raised over the relics of Buddha.
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inlaid with rubies and other precious stones. The outer
case is decorated with many gold ornaments and jewels,
which have been offered to the relic, and serve to em-
bellish its shrine. In front of the silver altar on which
the tooth was exposed a plain table was placed ; to this
the people approached one at a time, and having seen the
Dalada and deposited their gifts, they prostrated them-
selves, then passed on and made room for others. The
offirings consisted of things the most heterogeneous :
gold chains and gold ornaments ; gold, silver, and copper
coins of all denominations; cloths, priest’s  vestments,
flowers, sugar, areka-nuts, betel-leaves. The Dalada was
exhibited and the offerings continned for three successive
days. On the second day some wretched specimens of
the science of defence were exhibited before the Governor,
hoth with fists and also with wooden swords and targets :
on the fourth night there was a display of native fire-
works, well-made and skilfully managed. Night and day,
without intermission, during the continnance of this fes-
tival, there was kept up a continual din of tom-toms, and
sounding of Kandian pipes and chanque-shells. The
Kandian pipe is a musical instrument in power and
melody nearly resembling a penny whistle: but the
chanque is a shell with a mouth-piece attached, and,
under the influence of powerful lungs, is a most efficient
instrument for producing a noise which was called music ;
its tones varying between the bellowings of a chained
bull and the howling of a forsaken dog. I presume the
natives consider these sounds peculiarly adapted for their
sacred music, as such instruments are to be found in all
temples, and may be heard at all hours, to the dire annoy-
ance of any European who attempts to sleep in their
neighbourhood.

The principal temporary building was 250 feet in
length, of proportionate breadth, and supported by six
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lines of pillars,—it was under this that the tooth was
exhibited; and the whole was ornamented with palm-
branches, plantain-trees, fruit and flowers: so gracefully
were these disposed, that the columns in the variety of
their decorations, and some even in unity of effect, pre-
sented combinations which, if transferred to stone, would
rival any specimen of elaborate Corinthian architecture.
In the brilliant pageantry of this festival, the rich altar
and resplendent ornaments of the relic, the great size and.
elegant decorations of the temporary buildings, the peculiar,
and picturesque dresses of the chiefs, the majestic ele-
phants, and dense mass of people, threw an air of imposing
grandeur over the spectacle, to which the old tewples,
sacred trees, and the wild and beautiful scenery around
the Kandian capital formed an appropriate landscape..
These combinations were rendered still more impressive
by the disturbed state of the elements; for an extra-
ordinary gloom and tempestuous weather continued during
the whole time of the exhibition, and the torrents of rain
which fell at that time caused the loss of many lives, and.
destroyed much property, in various parts of the island.
* * * * » .

The town of Kandy 1s judiciously planned, and the
present regular arrangement of the streets was marked
out by the Adikars under the direction of the king; the
streets all run in straight lines, but do not cross at right
angles.. It is situated on an angular piece of ground,
with the base resting on two lakes which were formed by
the late king. The buildings remaining from the time of
the native dynasty are several temples of Buddha and
two colleges, at one of which every Kandian priest ought
to be ordained : there are also temples to the gods Nata,
Vishnu, Katragamma, and the goddess Patine ; but there
i= nothing worthy of remark either in their architecture or
decorations,
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In the audience-hall, now used as a court-house, are
some well-carved pillars of halmila wood : the trees from
which they were formed were cut and squared near
Nalande ; from thence they were dragged over a hilly
country, and up a steep mountain, the whole distance
being upwards of thirty miles. The other remains of
the palace and buildings inhabited by the royal establish-
ment were, without exception, mean, and equally destitute
of internal comfort and external beauty; the most striking
object is a low octagonal tower with a peaked roof, from
a balcony in which the king exhibited himself on occa-
sions of public festivity.

‘Wikrama Bahoo the Third, who reigned from a.p. 1371
to 1378, was the first monarch who settled himself even
temporarily at Kandy, then called, from a large rock
which projects from the hill above the old palace, Sen-
gadda-galla-nuvara ; but it did not become the permanent
capital of the interior until the reign of Wimala Dharma,
which commenced A.p. 1592, and it continued the chief
city until the native Government fell before the British
power in 1815. '

The burial-ground of the Kandian kings cannot be
viewed without exciting reflections on the revolutions
which alike occur to man’s estate and the most ancient
monarchies. Ere the last of one of the longest lines of
kings which authentic history records had so far expiated
his crimes, and received his measure of earthly retribution
for the cruelties he had inflicted, by suffering a long im-
prisonment and an exile's death, the solid tombs of his
predecessors were ransacked by the hands of avarice, or
riven in sunder and ruined by the swellirg roots of sacred
trees. This hallowed spot, where the funeral piles were
raised, the last grand solemn rites performed, and the last
of earthly pomp and splendour was shown to the remains
“of the race of the sun” and the rulers of the Iand, is



Appendiz I1. 219

now a wilderness, where decay revels and rushes rapidly
on beneath dank vegetation and a gloomy shade. The
tomb of Raja Singha, the tyrant who reigned during
Knox’s captivity in the seventeenth century, was nearly
perfect, and preserved its shape in May, 1828 ; that of
Kirti Sri was then entire. In 1837 the former was a
heap of rubbish, from which the stones had been removed ;
and the beautiful proportions, even the general form of
the latter, could no longer be traced. Hopes of plunder,
or unmeaning wantonness, at the time when Kandy was
entered by the British, precipitated the fate of these
monuments : neglected as they now are, there is nothing
to retard it; and a few years will show, mingled in one
common mould, the crumbling wreck of the tombs and
the dust of their royal tenants.

During the continuance of the Dalada festival, the
priests of Buddha, in different communities, headed by
the seniors of their establishments, seemed to think it
incumbent upon them to perambulate the town with their
begging dishes, and to go through the ceremony of re-
ceiving alms. These parties moved on slowly with their
fans before their faces, occasionally halting to receive
whatever food was offered to them, but not asking for it.
It appeared to me that this was evidently more of a tem-
porary penance than a regular practice, although to live
by alms is enjoined by the rules of their order. Their
sleek faces and sly looks also spoke of better fare procured
elsewhere with less trouble and more certainty than wan-
dering in heavy rain through Kandy, and waiting for
supplies from the more devout portion of those professing
the Buddhist religion.
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[No. II.—CHAPTER XIV.]
KANDIAN FESTIVALS.

Besipes the Dalada Puja, which, as I have already
stated, was a rare occurrence, five annual festivals were
celebrated by the king and chiefs in Kandy, with all the
pomp and splendour that their circumstances could afford,
or custom allow them to extort from those under their
control. Although ordained for religion, and in honour
of the gods, the festivals were also a source of profit to
the native kings, and a cherished rule of their policy.
As the chiefs were obliged to attend, their periodical
visits enabled the king to levy exactions on the estate, or
to secure the person of any influential or turbulent head-
man, who in his own district might have braved the
power of the king and defied arrest. These five festivals
are still kept up; and although they are now only tole-
rated, not encouraged, and without the show of regal
state or compulsory attendance, still the Peraherra is an
imposing spectacle.

The festival of the New Year is in April, and at that
time the Cingalese indulge in the few amusements which
they enjoy, and in such luxuries as they can afford.
Before New Year's Day every individual procures from
an astrologer a writing, fixing the fortunate  hours of the
approaching year on which to commence duties or cere-
monies ; and to the most minute points of these instruc-
tions he religiously adheres, believing that even an in-
voluntary omission of any prescribed act at the appointed
moment would render him liable to misfortunes. The
following is an abridgment, omitting the astrological
lore, of one of the annual documents, prepared for my
benefit by the astrologer of Métalé, who also took care to
inform me of all eclipses, and to give me special instruc-
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tions in writing how to avoid those misfortunes which
they might occasion. ¢ The emblem of the approaching
year will be a red lion seated erect on a horse, and pro-
ceeding from an aperture resembling the mouth of a
horse ; this will be at the commencement of the year,
nine hours and fifty-four minutes after sunset : at this
fortunate moment milk should be boiled at each of the
four sides of the house.” Next day I was directed to
look to the north while dimbul-leaves were suspended
over my head, and with kolon-leaves placed under niy
feet ; then, having anointed myself with different juices
and aromatic drugs, I was to dress myself in perfumed
clothes of red, white, and blue colours ; then to look to
the south, and cause fire to be lighted and cooking to
begin. On the second day, at two hours and a half after
sunrise, I was to commence eating victuals prepared with
pounded salt and curdled milk. At twenty-seven hours,?
while looking to the east, I was recommended to begin
business by paying or receiving money. The whole con-
cluded with a prediction, that, from the situation of the
plancts and other cogent reasons, I might expect both
good and evil to happen during the year which was about
to commence.

The second festival was held in the month of May,
and was principally remarkable as being more essentially
Buddhist than any of the others. During this festival
such Samanairia priests as passed their examinations re-
ceived upasampada (ordination).

The third festival, called by pre-eminence Pemherra
(the procession), commenced with the new moun, and
continued until the full moon in July ; sometimes longer,
if the procession was interrupted by meeting with a dead
body of any animal, or any object considered unclean.

s The Cingalese divide their day into sixty hours of sixty minutcs
each. :
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The procession regularly increased in splendour every
night until the last ; at which time it was very imposing,
from the multitude of people, rich dresses, brilliant lights,
and large elephants. The arms and other relics of the
gods were carried either on elephants or in palanquins;
and, on the last night, the casket containing the Dalada,
horne by an elephant, accompanied the procession to the
limits of the town, and rested at the Gedigé wihare, near
the tombs of the kings, whilst the remainder of the pro-
cession passed on to the Mahawelli-ganga at Ganorvoa,
three miles from Kandy. There the four Kapuralls of
the temples of Vishnu, Nata, Katragamma, and Patine
embarked on the river in ornamented canoes, and awaited
the first dawn of day ; then, drawing a circle in the water
with their golden swords, they filled pitchers of holy
water from within the magic ring, and the. procession re-
turned to the city. The different chiefs of districts and
temples, with their elephants and followers, were then
permitted to return to their provinces; and there, at some
particular temples, the same procession on a limited scale
took place.

- The fourth festival, called the Festival of Lamps, was
celebrated on the day before full moon in November :
the whole town was illuminated on this occasion ; and
the immense number of niches alongside of the canal in
front of the palace, as well as in the side of the lake,
being filled with lamps, had a brilliant effect from the
reflections in the water.

The fitth festival was called the Festival of New Rice.
It was held in January, and appears to have been in-
tended as a propitiatory offering at the commencement of
the maha (great) harvest ; for the Cingalese, judging from
their own feelings, consider that an offering at the com-
mencement is more likely to secure favour than an
expected thanksgiving at the end of an undertaking,
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The gods to whom these processions are principally
dedicated are, Saman (Vishnu), Nata, Katragamma, and
the goddess Patine. Wibhisand, who is retained as a
god at Kellania and in the vicinity of Colombo, is never
hieard of in Kandy. Vishnu is worshipped in his form
of Ramachundra, and his statues are painted blue. Of
Nata’s history I could learn nothing with certainty ; his
statues are painted white. Katragamma is the same as
Kartickya (Mars), and has received the name by which
lie is now worshipped in Ceylon from the place where his
‘principal temple is situated, which is at the village of
Kairagamma, at the south-east of the island. He is more
feared than the other gods ; and many of his votaries lose
their health, and even their lives, in a pilgrimage through
the unhealthy country which surrounds his malignant
shrine. His priests are Brahmins; and in the rebellion
of 1818 they were the zealous assistants of the pretender
who called himself king, and was the puppet of the rebel
chiet Kaepitapola.

The goddess Patine is, I believe, the same as Durga,
and is invoked to protect her votaries from small-pox.

Wibhisand was the brother of Rawana; and having
assisted Rama in his invasion of the island, was, on the
defeat and death of Rawana, placed on the throne of
Ceylon, and reigned at Kellania.

To the list of gods the name of Mahasen (commonly
called Minneria-deyo) may be added, who, in the vicinity
of Minneria, and in several parts of Matalé, where tem~
ples have been reared to hiw, maintains his reputation as
well as Vishnu or any of the more ancient and generally
acknowledged deities. As Mahasen is a name of Katra-
gamma as well as of the great Cingalese King, it is diffi-
cult to say whether these temples were originally dedicated
to him ; but I presume they were, and that King Mahasen
has no legitimate claim to deification. However, in the
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temples of Mahasen the same warlike furniture may be
found as in those of other gods; and the gigantic tanks
and bridges formed under his superintendence give him a
better claim to immortal gratitude than those who are
only known by name as kings, heroes, and gods, although
they may have conferred similar benefits on earlier ages.

‘When Gautama Buddha visited Ceylon, Saman (Vishnu)
appears to have been particularly worshipped, also Eiswara
and Wibhisand; and offerings were made to planets,
ancestors, and demons.

The powers and attributes of the gods and demons of
the Cingalese are not well defined ; there are vices and
crimes charged in the history of the gods, while the devils
seem to respect the virtues which they do not practise,
and their forbearance must be purchased by offerings and
propitiatory ceremonies. The wild and wooded nature
of the island, and the now thinly-scattered population,
naturally tend to superstition ; and it may be perceived
by the native historiis, that when the country was most
prosperous and populous, the Buddhist religion was main-
tained in the greatest purity.

In the temples of the gods there is always some relic,
generally connected with arms, such as bows, spears, or
arrows ; and if any person wished to erect a temiple, he,
by pretended inspiration, astrology, or other deceptionm,
proceeded to discover, with much ceremony und mystery,
an arrow of the god, or some such relic, which had been
hid in the spot selected for the building. The will of the
god having been thus miraculously ascertained, the work
was commenced ; and, by permission of the king, land
might be dedicated to the establishment, and have the
same privileges as a Buddhist temple. The Kapuralls,
or priests of a god’s temple, require no other qualitication
than having sufficient cunning to dupe the superstitious,
and bodily strength enough to enable them to go through
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the violent exertions and vile contortions which they
exhibit, and denominate dancing and inspiration. The
performance of all these ceremonies is accompanied by
tom-toms, pipes, chanque-shells, halamba (hollow metal
rings), and other nqises, which they denominate musical
Over the principal’ temples are pldceéd laymen of rank,
who have charge of the revenues and are guardians of the_
relics ; these chiefs do not take any part in- the laborious
exertions and insane excitement which, in this supersti-
tion, are supposed to propltlate the splnt that is invoked.;-

I discovered-a temple in Matalé to the Abudha’ Deiyo
(unknown god),®and found he was patron of secret viliainy
(\Iercur)) -

The images of the gods are only formed “of plaster and
brick, neither is their workmanship or ‘design worthy of
better materials ; and if this worshlp and its idols were
to disappear, the arts would have no cause to mourn, and
morality might rejoice-at the extincfion of an impure
superstition, which has much to debase a.nd nothm" to
elevate its votaries. . -

* * I T T S

¢ Acts-xvii. 23,
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APPENDIX 'IIL

PROGRESS OF MISSION WORK IN CEYLON.

Eztracts from the Proceedings at the Annual Meetings,.
held in 1881, of the Baptist and Wesleyan Missionary
Societies in Ceylon.

I.—Tae Baprist MissION.

Tae Chairman (Mr. J. Ferguson) said they had now’
received the reports for the three divisions of the Baptist
Mission in Ceylon. They were probably familiar with
the districts to which those .reports referred. Mr.
‘Waldock’s district had its centre in. the neighbourhood
of the Kelani river, while that of Mr. Carter was,
situated pn the largest river in the island, and Mr. Pigott,
apparently following up the inclination of the Baptist
Mission to work along great rivers, had gone up to the
headwaters of the Kelani and Kalu Gangas. The Sabara-
gamuwa district, as they knew, was pari of the Mission
Extension work that some years ago excited so much
interest, It was very satisfax;tory to feel now, that the
three Evangelistic missions (the Wesleyan, Church, and
Baptist) cover the whole ground, at least in nominal
occupation, in South Ceylon, and supplement each other
in the districts they occupy. The Baptist Mission in
Sabaragamuwa and the Church Mission in Uva adjoin
each other, while the Wesleyan Mission, having gone
round the coast to Hambantota, has met with the work of
it sister mission in Batticaloa, so that there is now no
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large district without at least being visited by a European
missionary, and receiving attention from one or other of
the three Evangelistic missions referred to.

In regard to the small accession of numbers reported, he
would call attention to one fact which should be remem-
bered, and which was stated on the authority of Sir
Emerson Tennent, who was a very close observer. Sir
Emerson, in giving evidence at home, stated that there were
no miscionaries in Ceylon so rigid in making up their
returns of members as the Baptist missionaries. There-
fore, although the figures were small, they indicated a
much larger number of people under the influence of the
mission. He had occasion lately, in the course of his
daily work elsewhere, to look over some of the returns for
forty years back of that and other missions, and he found
that in South Ceylon there were probably 11,000 people
under the influence of the Church, Wesleyan, and Baptist
Missions about the year 1850. In 1860 that number had
increased to 14,000 ; and in 1870 to 18,000 ; while now
it could not be less than 25,000. About twenty years
ago in making up the returns, before the first census was
taken, it was estimated that the total Protestant popula-
tion of Ceylon numbered 40,000. The census was taken
in 1871, and the calculations then made went on to show
that there were 54,000 Protestants, and there would be
much reason for disappointment if the census that is
shortly to be taken does not indicate that that number
had increased to 70,000.) No doubt 70,000 Protestant
Christians and 200,000 Roman Catholics would seem a
small number out of 2,750,000—only ten per cent.,
but if we compare this result with what has been.
done in India—where the Christian population was

! In the Census of February, 1881, the Christian population is

given at 268,000; of whom 200,000 were probably Roman Catholics
and 68,000 Protestants. : ’
Q 2
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not even omé per ‘cent.—we ought, not only to.feel
satisfied, buj also most thankful for what - has been
accomplished. The people of this -island . needed
Christianity now as much as in the time of Mr. Daniel,
who said that the more he saw of the Sinhaleseidolaters,
the more he realized how correctly the 1st' chapter of. St
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans described their conditiomn.
He was sure, from the reports that had been read, that the
work of the Baptist Mission was one that would commend
itself to the sympathies and support of all present,

II.—THE WESLEYAN MISBION. )

TaE Chairman (Mr. J. Ferguson) sald they had heard
a clear and succinct report. For nearly twenty-one. years
now, he (the Chairman) had watched- the operations of
fhe Wesleyan Mission in South Ceylon, and he had,
during that time, been personally acquainted with all the
Society’s local European agents, and. with a considerable
number of the native agents, including among the forme,t
the revered Messrs. Gogerly and Spence Hardy. “He had
carly formed a. very high opinion of the admirable system
under which this Mission in South Ceylon was orgamzed
and worked, and he had noted, year by year, the indefati-
gable labours of the missionaries for the good of the people
and the furtherance of a knowledge of the Gospel. ,
He would point out that the Mission in South Ceylon is
singularly complete in embracing all classes, of the popula-
tion and every department of labour. The European a.nd
Furasian adherents have the Gospel preached to them in
English, and those who speak Portuguese are not
forgotten ; while the great work is of course that. amo;
the Sinhalese and Tamx]s ; so that the South Ceylon
Wesleyan Mission was among the most extensivé “and
complete in the island, or, perhaps, in any country whgrq
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missions are found. The evangelistic labours of its
agents—preaching the Gospel direct to the people —had
ever been one of the great objects of the Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Society, and he (the speaker) would never forget
what he heard the Rev. Spence Hardy say on one
occasion from that platform, that, in his experience,- the
most potent means, under God’s guidance, of converting
the Sinhalese Buddhists was for the European missionary,
possessed of a thorough command of the vernacular, to go
right into the villages and to preach the Gospel direct to
the people. But the missionaries had not forgotten other
departments of great importance—that of training the
children, who would otherwise be left to grow up in
ignorance, and be unable to read the Gospel in their own
langnage. °

Then again, a distinguishing feature of the work of
the - agents of the Society had been found in the
literature penned for the - Sinhalese, and about their
country and religions. He had only to mention a few
names that would be familiar as the authors of most
valuable and learned works, in Clough, Callaway, Gogerly,
Spence Hardy, David de Silva, not to mention any of the
present day. Hardy’s ¢ Jubilee Memorials”- was one of
the most charming books ever published with the story of
missions, or indeed in connexion with Ceylon. In that
book Mr. Hardy gives the statistics of the mission for the
year 1863, and they had seen the report for 1881 ; so
that there had elapsed an interval of eighteen years.

Very recently there appeared in the London 7Times a
letter filling three or four columns in large type, attacking
niissions and missionaries. The writer made most sweep-
ing statements. He seemed to regard it as an admitted
fact that there were no conversions. Let us see the
advance in eighteen years in South Ceylon in this
Wesleyan Mission, which was as follows :— :
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1863. 188L .
44  Native Ministers and Catechists . . 123
72  Churches and ether places of woulnp « 0%

1,677 Communicants . . 2,609
3.789 Adhcrents . . . . 6,061
2,141 Boys in Day Schooll L. . . 4643
1,037 Girls in Day Schools . . . 2,488

— Sunday Scholars . . . . 4,820

He would like the anti-mission correspondent to consider
what these figures for one limited section of the Eastern
mission field meant: but there was another rough and
ready test which men of the world and business men who
believe in the practice of one —
Who very wisely would lay forth
No more upon it than ’twas worth,—

namely, the contributions gathered in locally ; and these,
chiefly from natives, in 1863 were given by Mr. Hardy
at Rs.4,520 ; while the total of Jocal contributions in last
year’s report was Rs.39,325. The Sinhalese and Tamils,
any more than other people, do not pay forwhat they do not
value. Remembering that we are not yet in the seventieth
year of the mission, it might fairly be anticipated that
ere long the people will be won to Christianity, not in an
arithmetical, but in a geometrical progression in Ceylon as
well as India. A very important step was taken some
years ago in connexion with the extension of the work of
the Wesleyan, the Church, and the Baptist Societies in
South Ceylon, in which he took some part. Nominally
the country was now covered by the three Evangelical
bodies, but large districts and numerous villages had yet
to have the Gospel preached in them. Much remained to
be done, and now that the schoolmaster was abroad in the
land, it especially devolved on all Christians to follow up
secular by moral and religious teaching. The Buddhists
of China, Siam, and Burmah looked to Ceylon as the
eacred home of their religion. The central position of tha



Appendix IT1, 231

island added to its importance as a mission field ; educated
Ceylonese young men were going forth as medical
assistants, surveyors, and in other capacities, to earn a
livelihood in other parts of the world ; while, again, the
masses were about to follow, 500 Sinhalese now waiting
to be transferred to Queensland. It behoved them to do
all in their power to send forth good men and true, some,
if not all, of whom might become teachers of the Gospel
in their turn. For this reason, among others, this Society
deserved the hearty support of all who had the highest
interests of the people at heart.

"~ IILL—A SkercH or MissioNaARY WoRK IN CEYLON,

TaE following account is from the pen of Dr. Macvicar
of Moffat, and is given as illustrative of mission work in
Ceylon :— : .

“ About twelve miles from Colombo, the chief town of
Ceylon, on the high road to Galle, which is the second
town, there is a belt or bar of land, lying between the
sea on the one side, and an extensive lake, or rather
lagoon, on the other. And as the sea in this quarter
abounds in fish, and this lagoon has many arms leading
from its ample basin into canals stretching along the
coast, and into rivers flowing from the mountains, so as
to form a great harbour, the surrounding country, which
is very fertile, has become very populous. On the bank
of land referred to, stands the thriving village of Morgtto,
remarkable for its fishermen and its carpenters. And here
it was that the incident I am going to relate occurred.

¢ But, first, let me tell you of the peculiar beauty and
interest which the lake of Morotto possesses. It is itself
a very fine sheet of water ; but the objects that surround
it invest it with its peculiar beauty. Its bosom is every-
where fringed by various species of mangroves, their
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every branch steadied by roots falling right down' frem
them, and dxppm" into the water, beneath which they
fix thembel\ es in the soil. Immedmtely behind, there is
a belt of beautlfully verdant copse or.jungle, luxuriantly
entangled, or hanging in rich festoons around noble trees,
adorned now and then with magnificent blossoms. Then
come extensive topes-of cocoa-palms everywhere that -the
population extends ; while beyond them, towards the in-
terior, as far as the eye can reach, there is a forest —¢he
trees; in their general _appearance, not unlike ‘those in a
European forest, but on a grander scale. And all these
vegetable riches, which adorn the spacious lake, like the
sleeplnw waters of the lake itself, are seen repesing in a
sunshine which for more than half the year never knows
-any shadows but those of the evening and morning, which
bring such ample dews along with them that there is a
perpetual verdure all the year. Add to this, that the
horizon-line on the iuland side is bounded by a lofty
range of mountains, among which Adam’s Peak rears its
majestic summit ; and it will be seen that the entire
seenery is of dream-like” beauty. The delight, however,
with which the eye gazes is soon lost, for feelings of quite
another kind, when, ceasing to commune with Nature, we
look to those monuments upon the banks of the lake,
which claim man for their author. These remind us, that
all beautiful though Nature be in this region, when viewed
in herself, yet, viewed in reference to man, these are but
dark places of the earth, full of the habitations of cruelty:
There is one feature in nature, indeed, which seems to
invite to the shores of this lake of Morotto as a fit place
for the nurture of the darker superstitions. For up ‘its
waters, on some lonely and almost inaccessible islands,
covered with lofty and seemingly leafless trees, there dre
seen hanging in the top branches, in ponderous masses,
certain large, motionless objects, which remain black and
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without lustre in the brightest sunshine. "They are many
hundreds in number. Point to them, and ask the boat-
man what they are, you will soon hear on the lips of
every native in the boat the unearthly sound of ¢ wonlla !
woulld !’ But what are they ? Devote a long hour to the
oar, in order to get nearer, and say that you are beneath
them : they have left the trees, the air over your head
is- black with them—black with vampires or flying
foxes,  bats as large as eagles, in many hundreds,
flapping their wings most sluggishly, and in most fitful
silence, till one after another they have vanished from
the air, and are only seen in distant trees. hanging again
by their feet till nightfall ~Whether.it was the contrast,
between these unearth]y creatures and all nature around,

I know not ; but I have never seen anything so like what
one would fancy round the very mouth of hell, as these
clouds of woullds.

“Let us turn our back upon them, then, and look down
the beautiful sunny lake towards Morotto and the sea,
whose distant roar is quite refreshing after the solemn
silence of the forest, and the flights of the monster bats,
The return to the place from which we set out will not be
less agreeable for this, that the delicious sea-breeze will
meet us in the face. But what is that dome, with its
gllded pinnacle glxttenno in the sunbeams, on the top of
the hill, surrounded by lofty bo-trees? It is a Buddhist
temple, with its accompanying dégoba and pansala,
where learned priests are thronging, each ordained by g
chapter organized with profound policy, and venerating
legitimacy of succession as much as any ecclesiastics in
Rome—priests, but with this reservation, that man is
the only god they acknowledge; while for man, alas |
notwithstanding his possible godhead, when this life is
over, they allow no heaven better than annihilation !
The common people do perhaps. worship Buddha, as if he
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were a real being, great and powerful, and consciously
existing somewhere. But the sacred books adore his
memory only ; and the priesthood proclaim no god to the
people but themselves. This is bad enough. Yes; what
. can be worse than atheism? And yet, let us hear what
the boatman says of that headland on the other side of
the lake, so remarkable for its hoary trees and dense im-
penetrable jungle. There is a treasure hidden there, he
says. Then why not go and dig it up? ¢Ahlit is
guarded by a demon,’ he answers ; and reminds us of a
custom practised in Ceylon, I am told, at no very remote
period, the very thought of which makes the blood run
cold. It was this: The owner of a treasure, when he
apprehended from any cause that it was not safe at home,
having selected some lonely spot in the jungle, dug two
holes there, close beside each other ; the one large enough
to hold his treasure, the other much larger. He then
returned to his home, and, having taken a large knife,
and concealed it in his dress, called a trusty servant,
showed him the bag of money, and required him to bear
it along with him into the jungle. The faithful servant
obeys; and when they have arrived at the secret spot,
the treasure is deposited in its hole, and committed to
the keeping of the servant, on which his throat is cut,
and the body buried! And thereafter, he who receives
this reward for his fidelity is believed to be a demon,
and the treasure is safe in the keeping of the yakka!
Such is a sample of those atrocities to which demon-
worship prompts. Barbarities like  these weré indeed
practised only in other times; but still, demon-worship
forms the only positive religion of the heathen in Bud-
dhistic countries. It prevails to vast extent, not only in
Ceylon, but in all Southern India; and this is truly
lamentable, both in a religious point of view, and because
it is so gloomy, unsocial, and inhuman. If is to a priest
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of this religion that the incident relates, to which we now
proceed.

“He was an old man, and the temple where he minis-
tered was his own. It presented its dismal front in a
shady grove, almost fifty yards off a much-frequented by-
road, which led from the highway to a populous village
on the banks of the lake. And there had the old demon-
priest remained for many a long year by his idols. And
many orgies had he celebrated in every hamlet around,
wherever there was any one sick who could afford to pay,
or anything secret which was wanted to be known, or,
haply, a new-married woman anxious about her first child,
or a mother to whom child-birth was known to be a
dangerous moment. Nay, I have been credibly informed
of the daughters of Christian parents, who have stolen.
away to consult the kapurila. Such is the hold which
demon-worship has upon the human mind. Is this much-
frequented road, then, in one of the loveliest bypaths of
the world, to be left with no retreat for the piously-
disposed, but a demon-temple with its priest} No; the,
Wesleyan Missionary Society—that noble institution
for the evangelization of the heathen, which secures the
very best ministers of that communion for missionaries—.
has long had a station in Morotto; and it was resolved
that a mission chapel should be erected opposite the
demon-temple, on the other side of the road; each
erection, however, out of the sight of the other. The
chapel was according built ; and at the time to which
this narrative refers, the missionary who ministered in it
was a pure Sinhalese, Peter de Zylva by name, a man of
great kindness of heart and energy of character. Mr. de
Zylva’s domiciliary visits were reaching every house and
hamlet in Morotto, and his voice was ringing with the
mysteries of redemption, musically, yet powerfully, from-
the desk in the Morotto chapel, Sabbath-day and week-
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day, while the passengers were arrested more and more,’
until his little flock became a large one, and the com.-;
municants numbered nearly a hundred.

- But how was it going with the old priest in his old demon-*
temple over the way ? Was he plotting mischief and plying.
a bad tongue against the missionary who was thus:turning
the people from his temple .into another, where':his own-
religion was denounced as most sinful and unholy, and
the cross of Christ proclaimed as the power of God unto
salvation unto every one that believeth? This were no-
thing less than might have been expected from human
nature under the vircumstances. - But not so here. ~While
the people who used to frequent his temple were turning
the opposite way, the old priest, sitting inside; listened-
day after day to the hymns and the prayers and the
preaching of the Christian congregation and the Christian
minister. This, - happily, he could do with good effect in-
the silence which reigned around him, so near were both
places of worship to each other; and such is the power
of the Spirit of God, when an earnest Christian minister
is His instrument, that, despite the hebetude of old age’
and the habits of a lifetime, despite the power of an here-:
ditary faith and every suggestion of egotism, the old man
felt that he could not help believing, and that he must go-
and unfold his mind to Peter de Zylva. He did: so
accordingly. ‘And in answer to the always respectful and
friendly question of the missionary—what brought him-
there 1— he told him what had befallen his heart through
listening to the preaching of the Gospel ; that he had done’
with his idols, and locked up his temple. ¢And here is
the key,’ said he, ¢ which you must take, for the temple
is my own ; and I.can do’ with it as I please. For me,;.
henceforth, there remains nothing but to humble myself-
in penitence, and to believe in Christ.” ¢ A kapurdla ]
gaid Peter de. Zylva, suspicions of his countryman ; ¢ whats
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can [ do with yourself and your key? You must not
throw yourself on us. We are poor people : we can do
nothing for you that way.” ¢Io not think so unworthily
of me,’ said the old man ; ‘I shall need but little, and
that little not long.” ¢ And then as to this key,’ rejoined
Peter, ¢ suppose I.take it, do you know what I shall do
this very day?” ¢No, said the old man, ‘nor do I
care, if but the temple pass from my handg into yours.
¢ Very well,’ said the missionary, ¢ you see this stick of
mine—(Peter usually -walks' with a heavy staff)—I tell
you, I will take and. smash every idol in your temple,
this' very day, and leave you nothing before night but
chips and rubbish on the floor” ¢Do it said. the
"old man : ‘better you than I And it was done. Before
acknowledging him as a Christian brother, the earnest but
cautious missionary tried him on every poinf where a
mistake or a cheat, on the "part of the old man, seemed
possible. "But there was no mistake, no deceit. ‘The
conversion of the old demon-priest, was one of those soul-
‘delighting demonstrations of the power of the Spirit,
where . the best-defended strongholds of fallen nature
*ar¢ made to surrender unconditionally to the truth as it is
in Jesus.” ’ T B

*
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APPENDIX IV.

1.—A LIST OF THE BRITISH GOVERNORS OF
CEYLON.!

1. Hon. FrepErick NorrH (subsequently EarL oF
GuILDFoRD), 12th October, 1798.
2." Lieut.-General the Right Hon. Sir THOMAS MAITLAND,
G.C.B., 19th July, 1805.
Major-General JorN WiLsox, Licut.-Governor,
19th March, 1811.
3. General Sir Roserr Brownriaa, Bart., G.C.B,, llth
March, 1812,
Major-General Sir Epwarp Barves, K.C.B,,
Lieut.-Governor, 1st February, 1820.
4. Lieut.-General the Hon. Sir Eowarp Pacer, K.C. B.,
2nd February, 1822." ’
Major-General Sir James Camesrrr, K.C.K,
Lieut.-Governor, 6th November, 1822,
5. Lieut.-General Sir Evwarp Barngs, K.C.B.,, 18th
January, 1824.
Major-General Sir JoaNy Wirsown, K.C.B., Lieut.-
Governor, 13th October, 1831.
6. The Right Hon. Sir Roeertr Wirmor HorToN, Bart.,
G.C.B., 23rd October, 1831.
7. The Right Hon. JAMES ALEXANDER STEWART Mace
KENZIE, 7th November, 1837.

! From 16th February, 1796, to 12th October, 1798, the colony
was attuched to the Madras Presidency.
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8. Lieut.-General Sir Comt Cawrpeir, K.C.B, bth
April, 1841.
Sir JamMes EMERSON mem', K.C.S., Lieut..
Governor, 19th April, 1847.
. The Right Hon. the Viscoust Tomeron, 29th
May, 1847. _ .
The Hon. CHARLES JUSTIN MAOCAITB\', Lieut.-
Governor, 18th October, 1850.
10. Sir Geosee WiLiam Axpemsox, K.C.B., 27th
November, 1850.
The Hon. CHARLES JUSTIN MmCAnm, Lieut~,
Governor, 18th January, 1865.
11. Sir Henry GrorGe Wamp, G.C.ALG., 11th May,
1855. ,
" Major-General Hengy Freveziox Looxnm, C.B..
. K.H., Lieut.-Governor, 30th June, 1860, .
Colonel CrARLEs EpMUND WILKINSON, R.E,
Lieut.-Governor, 30th July, 1860. ...
12. Sir CrarLEs JusTIN MacCarraY, Kt., 220d October,
1860.
Major-General TerENcE O’Briew, Officer Ad-
ministering the Government, 1st December,
1863.
13. Sir HercuLes GrorGe RoserT RoBiNsoN, Kt., Lient..
Governor, 3lst March; Governor, IGﬁx May,
1865.
Lieut.-General Srupmotas Jonn Homsou,'-
Officer Administering the Government, 2nd
July, 1868, to 12th June, 1869, dunng Sir
"H. Robinson’s leave of absence,
The Hon. Henry Tuener IRving, Oﬂieer-
Administering the Government, 4th J an\mry,
1872,
14. The Right Hon. WiLLiau HExey GREGORY (Sir Wi
H. Gregory, K.C.M.G., 1875), 4th Much 1872,

©
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"The Hon. Arraur Normis BiisicH - (C.M.&5.,
1875), Administrator of - the Government,
‘17th_ April to 14th August, 1874,.and 20th
December, 1875, to 29th January, 1876 ;
Lieut.-Governor,-15th: January to 10th Apri,
1877 (during Sir W. H, Gregory’s absences
from the colony) ; Lieut.-Governor, 9th May
to 3rd September, 1877.

15. Sir James Roserr Loncpen, K.C.M.G. (G.CM.G.;

1883), 4th September, 1877. ' .
The Hon. JouN Doueras, C.M.G., Lieut.-
Governor, 28th February to 16th September,
. 1881 (during Sir J. R. Longden’s absenc)s : -
er JouN Douaras, K.C.M.G., Llent -Govemor,

3 14th July, 1883.

16 The Hon. Sir ArtHUR GoORDON, (.C.M.G., gazetted
. Governor August, 1883 ; assumed the Admmlstm-
tion on December 3rd of that year.

—CHIEF JUSTICES OF CEYLON. ;
Sir Edward Codrington Carrington, 1802. )
The Hon. Alexander Johnston (provisional), 1806.
nght Hon. E. C. Lushington (provisional), 1807.

i3ir Alexander Johnston (Chief Justice and Precident of

the Council), 6th November, 1811. .

Sir Hardinge Giffard, Kt., LL.D., 1829, ‘
Sir Richard Ottley, Kt., 1827.'
Sir Charles Marshall, 1833.
Sir William' Norris, April, 1836. -
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Sir Walter Rough, April, 1836,

Sir Anthony Oliphant, 1838.

Sir William Ogle Carr, 1854,

Sir W. Carpenter Rowe, 1856.

The Hon. P. J. Sterling (acting), 1859,
Sir Edward Creasy, 1860.

Sir R. F. Morgan (acting), 1875.

The Hon. C. H. Stewart.(acting), 1875.
Sir George Anderson (acting), 1876.

Sir John Budd Phear, 1877.

Sir Richard Cayley, 1879.

Sir J. P. de Wet (acting), 1882-3.

The Hon. Bruce Lockhart Burnside, 1883,

3.—BRITISH MAJOR-GENERALS COMMANDING
THE TROOPS IN CEYLON.

Sir Edward Barnes, K.C.B., 1819.—Afterwards Ceylon’s
great Governor, a remarkable man. He became
Governor in 1824, and held the post until 1831.
It was his mind that planned and executed the Kandy
Road, and other main lines throughout the island,
He likewise erected the Pavilion at Kandy and
Mount Lavinia House, A bronee statue in honour
of him as Governor stands opposite the Queen’s
House, Colombo.

Sir James Campbell, K.C.B., 1822, .

Sir Hudson Lowe, 1826.—Previously (1815—1821)
Governor of St. Helens, and Custodian of Napoleon
Bonaparte. ’

R
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Sir John Wilson, K.C.B., 1831.

Sir R. Arbuthuot, K.C.B., 1838.

William Smelt, C.B., 1847.—The Borella rebellion of
1848 occurred during Major-General Smelt’s com-
mand, and there was an angry correspondence be-
tween Lord Torrington, Major-General Smelt, and
General F. Braybrooke, relative to the officers of
the Ceylon Rifle Regiment. '

T. Reed, C.B., 1852.

P. Bainbrigge, C.B., 1854. .

Henry F. Lockyer, C.B., K.H., 1857.—Major-General
Lockyer, who had been Lieut.-Governor after Sir H.
‘Ward was transferred to Madras, left the island in
ill-health, and died on board the S.S. Ripon, 16th
QOctober, 1861.

Terence O’Brien, 1860.—In the time of Major-General
O’Brien, his son, Major O’Brien, was tried by court-
martial for a letter published in the Mofusilite,
reflecting on the civil authoritiés in Ceylon. The
Major-General did not confirm the sentence, and the
Horse Guards removed the censure of the local
court,

Studholme John Hodgson, 1865.>—It was during Major-
General Hodgson’s time that a Commission was
appointed to inquire into the military expenditure
of Ceylon. There were food riots in Colombo, and
the military were asked to assist the civil authori-
ties in quelling them.

Henry Renny, C.S.L., 1869.

John Alfred Street, C.B., 1874.

William Wilby, C.B., 1879.2

Sir John McLeod, K C.B., 1882.

Some of the Governors, such asGeneral Brownrigg(1815)

2 Promoted to Licut.-Geuerals during their commands.’
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and Lieutenant-General Sir Colin Campbell (1841), held
the two offices of Governor and Commander of the Forces.
Major-Generals Sir. John Wilson, Lockyer, O’Brien, and
Hodgson acted respectively as Lieutenant-Governor, &c.,
during the absence or otherwise of the Governor from tho
island.

4 —EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS OF CEYLON.

Colonial Secretaries.—Hugh Cleghorn, 1799. R. Arbuth-
not, 1803. Honourable J. Rodney, 1815, P.
Anstruther, 1834. Sir J. Emerson Tennent, K.C.8,,
1846. Charles Justin McCarthy, 1850. W. Chas,
Gibson, 1861. H. T. Irving, 1869. Arthur N. Birch,
C.M.G., 1873. John Douglas, C.M.G., 1878. .

Queen’'s Advocates.—William Coke, 1809. H. Giffard,
LL.D,, 1811. Henry Matthews, 1817. W, Norris;
1832. W. O. Carr, 1834. James Stark, 1841,
Arthur Buller, 1842. H. C. Selby, 1848, H. B.
Thomson, 1859. Sir R. F. Morgan, 1863. Richard
Cayley, 1876. B. L. Burnside, 1880. - C. L. Ferdi-
nand (acting), 1882. Franeis Fleming, 1883. -

Auditors- General.—A. Bertolaeci, 1809. John D!Oyly,
1815. E. Tolfrey, 1816. J. W. Carrington, 1817.
H. A. Marshal, 1824, H. Wright, 1842, C. J.
MacCarthy, 1848. W. C. Gibson, 1850. R. T.
Pennefather, 1862. Robert John Callander, 1866
John Douglas, 1870. W. C. Barclay, 1876. W.
H. Ravenscroft, 1877, )

Treasurers.—Robert Boyd, 1809. J. W. Carrington, 1812
Thomas Eden, 1816, John. Drave, 1822.. W.

B2
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Granville, 1823, J. W, Carrington, 1824. F. J
Templer, 1843. J. Caufeild, 1854. F. Saunders,
1861. G. Vane, C.M.G., 1865. W. D. Wright,
1882,

5—A FEW PUBLIC (NON-OFFICIAL) BENEFAC-
TORS IN BRITISH TIMES.

Geo. Birp, the late, who opened the first regular coffee
plantation.

RoBerT Boyp TYTLER, the late, who introduced the im-
proved West Indian system of coffee planting, and
also was the first to cultivate cocoa (cacao) in
Ceylon, 7 .

Davip WiLsox, the late, for his improvements in the pre-
paration of coco-nut oil and coir manufactures.

G aBriEL and Maurice Worwms, the late. as pioneers who
vested a large amount of capital in coffee and tea
cultivation.

CuristoraER Eriort, M.D., the late, for his philanthropic
labours among Burghers and Natives, and his inde-
pendent attitude as a Journalist.

A. M. Ferguson, C.M.G., for his labours in urging culti-
vation of new products, especially cinchona and tea ;
also as Journalist and Publisher (in conjunction with
J. Ferguson) of Tropical Agriculturist, Manuals for
Tropical Planters, Ceylon Handbooks and Direc-
tories, &c.

C. A. Lorenz, Barrister, the late, for disinterested work as
Legislator and Publicist, more especially in aiding the
advance of his own people, the Burghers,
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Sir SaMUEL BAKER, for his experiments (agricultural, &c.)
at Newara Eliya, extending over seven years, and
his two books on the island: ‘‘Seven Years in
Ceylon,” and “ The Rifle and the Hound in Ceylon ”

Among a large body of Christian missionaries, authors,
and true philanthropists, mention should be made of
CroteH, L.AMBRICK, HaRVARD, DaNIEL, GOGERLY, SPENCE
Harpy, OARLEY, CARTER, ScOTT, and IRELAND JONES.

Arrong officials whose names are not included in the
lists given above, but whose special services to Ceylon
deserve notice, are—

ANTHONY BERTOLACCI, Wwho Wrote a valuable work on the
trade and revenue in Ceylon early in the century.

Major Forses, late of 78th Regiment, for his interesting
work, “ Eleven Years in Ceylon.”

G. BENNETT, for his work “Ceylon and its Capabilities,”
and his contributions to the study of the natural
history of the island.

Capt. James Stewart, Master Attendant of Colombo, for
his investigation of the pearl fishery, and useful
notes and papers on this and other practical subjects
connected with the revenue and progress of the
island.

PercivaL Acuanp DykE, for the long period of forty
years Government Agent of the Northern Province
of Ceylon, to the development of which, and the
welfare of the people, he gave the service of his life,

Sir Cuas. PETer Lavarp, K.C.M.G., for a nearly equal
period Government Agent of the Western Province,
where he was in useful “labours more abundant.”

Major SKINNER, the great roadmaker of Ceylon, who
began his work under Sir Edward Barnes, and closed.
his most useful carecr forty years later, under Sir
Hercules Robinson.
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APPENDIX V.

PRINCIP

[Compited from the

AREA
GENERAL STATEMENT OF THE AREA AND

WESTERN PROVINCE..........

‘' No

No

CENTRAL PROVINCE.
Kandy District ...
Murale District ...

Trincomalee District

SouTHERN PROVINCE.
Galle District
Matara District
Hambantota District

Area in
square
miles.

25,365
3,466
3,024
6,029
4,047
31M
3,667

Persons.

2,769,738
897,329
203,327
639,361

66,146
302,500
127,666
433,620

66,146

265,583
7,618
7,031

105,368
22,197

209,680
151,923
71,917

. Exclusive of the area of the Colombo Lake.

THE CENSUS
and Statements.]

No. of

Males. ,,'.’:3;;:,.
1,469,663 1,290,185 100
476,387 421,032 260
168,026 135,301 97
861,623 277,838 108
35,680 80,568 16
151,666 150,935 95
66,677 60,978 385
220,885 312,635 219
62,225 | 48,277 11,608
143,776 . 135,511 528
,360 55,331 471
64,608 85,257 184
54,380 46,404 74
,069 81,063 284
114,989 100,184 17
43,087 85,117 68
162,277 126,056 319
48,470 ::ls& 88
3 73,085 44
55,140 40,638 279
85,680 30,508 16
131,483 134,100 304
11, 10,028 40
4,213 3,425 8
4,640 3,332 8
54,608 50,760 41
11,879 10,218 21
105,808 108,872 390
77,516 . 74,407 277
87,661 ' 84,356 80
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ESTATE—POPULATION.

STATEMENT SHOWING THE DISTB_IBUTI'ON OF THE ESTATB
POPULATION, WITH THE NUMBER OF ESTATES IN EACH
REVENUE DISTRICT.

PoruraTION.

- D1sTRICTS. Ef&t::.

Persons. | Males. |[Females

CEYLON «eveveevnnnennnnnes 1,768 |206,495 | 124,692 |81,808

WEesSTERN PROVINCE.

Colombo District ........|] 26 [ 1,074 695 879
Negombo District eeeese..| &2 1,886 | 1,872 514
Kegalla District vce0veeeo.| 44 8,268 | 2,061 | 1217
Ratnapura Districte.......[ 102 6925 | 4248 | 2,677
Kalutara Distriot .e......] 18 1,002 856 847

- NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE.

 Kurunegala District «c....| 27 2,689 | 1,627 1,01-8 .
. Puttalam District +eeceee.| 17 796 581

CENTRAL PROVINCE.

.

Kandy District «ceeee....|] 671 | 75,229 | 44,951 | 80,278
Matale District secceose..| 141 18,182 { 10,985 | 7,197
Badulla District «.........|] 271 | 87,242 | 22,810 | 14,982
Nuwara Eliya Distriot ....| 320 56,225 | 88,954 | 22,271

NorTHERN PROVINCE.

Jaffoa Districtes..........] 82 | 628 8s2| 196

; EASTERN PROVINCE. ,

‘Batticaloa District .. ceeee.f - 2 78 62 16

" |. Trincomalee District ...... 6 277 208 69
' SouTHERN PROVINCE. - o o

Galle District .ecoaeseeea.| 17 595 414 | 181

Matara District «o. eeeees| 11 | . 648 897 262

4
+—
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OCCUPATIONS.

STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OCCUPATIONS OF THE
POPULATION OF CEYLON.

AvrL Races.
PriNcipAL OcoUPATIONS,
Persons.| Males. |Females.
| Population of Ceylon according to Na-
tionality 2,769,738 (1,469,663 11,200,185
I.—PROFESSIONAL Crass.
In employ of General or Local Govern- . t

MeNt .ooueveeiieiiieirinnenieins o .. | 12,048 | 13,686 412
Missionary, Clergyman, Minister... . 422 409 138
Church, Chapel—S8ervice..........ee... 110 108 3
Buddhist Priest 8,279 6,279 ..
Vihara Service. 68 64 4
Hindu Priest... 1,193 1,198 ..
Temple Service 134 111 23
Mohammedan Priest... 521 521
Mosque Service ......... .. ..9 95 .
Barrister, Advocate, Proctor 280 280
Law Student..... 76 76 e
Petition, Ploadmg—-Drawer [ eeenane 120 130 e
Notary Public 411 411 s
thncm.n Surgeon, Medical Practitioner... °3,349 8,321 28
Medical Stud --60 6 oee
Midwife 260 260
Chemist, Druggxst 107 104 3
Music Teach 168 1#3 4
Drummer . 181 181 e
Tom-tom Beater ...... . 1,208 1,208 s
Actor, Comedian, Dancer, Nautch Girl...... t a7 116 81
Snake Charmer 121 80 41
Devil Dancer.............cocoviviiiecniveneesennennns 1,632 1,528 4
Inspector of Schools, Schoolmnsber,

Teacher, Schoolmi 2,720 2,185 £38
Astrologer 201 201

IT.—DouesTIc CLASS, e
Hotel—Manager, Keeper ; Boardmg-house,

Rest-house, Eatine- ouse Keeper ......... s 477 2385
Domestic Servant (Geneml) 42,175 | 24,285 | 17,920
Groom (Horsekeeper) . 2,857 2,687
Wash-house Service .. 87 62 25
Barber......... 1,808 1,861 47

IIT.—ComMMERCIAL CrLaSSs.
Merchant ........... covvveeeneens 255 254 1
Commission Agent, Broker.........ccceoreneennans 240 44 [
Accountant, Book-keep 908 98 e
Clerk (so retnrned) .............................. 2,498 3,408 .
Shopkeeper (branch undefiz ed) 582 581 1
! Boutique-keep weee | 15,678 | 18,101 3,473
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ALL Raosms,
PrINCIPAL OCCUPATIONS.
Persons. Males.
III.—CoMmEROIAL CLaSB (continxed).
General Trader 10 770 16,076 38,004
Petty Trader. [ ]
Basket Woman ’,51! 3,613
Toll R.enwr, Toll ColleCtor .....e.eeeeeescrrsensene e
Carter ....... 9,031 9,081 .
Ta.vals]t;e‘l;[an 7 1
0 Bearer. e
Il;log%mnn . 3,214 2,314 .
8 n (ashore) T719
Stor P e 271 271 o
Messenger, Porter, Errand Boy .......c....... 790 793 7
IV.—A@r1oULTURAL Crass.
Land Proprietor 1,977 452 1,528
Planter 1,966 1,966 .
Coffee Planter 174 174 s
Coco-nut Planter 101 101 ve
Tobacco Gardener ........c....euse. 476 476 e
Estate Bnpennbendent -171 171
Estate Cc weecssien 743 742 e
CUltiVALOL .. cecrerveereenessessnsssnssease sonsosniesenses | 430,180 430,189 o
Garden Cultivator 9,197 9.197 e
Coffee Garden Cultivator......ce e seseesesescan 788
Agricultural Labourer .........e.cesseesee. 166,431 103,674 63,747
Climber 6,872 o
Cowherd, Shepherd -2,450 228
Land Suarveyor..... ... 118
Grass—Cutter, Seller.. 427 353
Hunter... 310 o
Farrier, Veterinary Surgeon ..... 199 199
Horse, Cattle—Trader ...........e 943 1
Fisherman 20,020 19930 90
V.—InpusteiaL Crass,
Bookbinder ... 103 108 e
Printer, Compomwr eveessessace serseseseavesesasasse 351 351 ..
Watch Repairer 76 76 e
Fitter c..ocee. w3 203 e
Naddle, Harness, Whlp—mker eseasessesersts . 88 e
Carpenter 14,477 14475 3
Mason ... 5,012 5,018 e
Painter, Plumber 361 1 vor
Dyer 304 %8
- Dye-root—Digger, Seller ..cee.cceeessooesesers 464 176 289
. Cotton Bpinner, Thread Manufacturer 1,688 23 1,566
Cloth WERAVET  ..ee.eeeeroe e ansosssenssnssoncsanss-| 1,618 1. 1,471 145
La.ce—Mannfact-urer BeLler ... caosecssronssesses 563 4 850
Weaver (not otherwise desoribed) ....eeesees 91 13 76 |
Draper, Cloth Detler......coeetessasesee sseoeease sar 3,043 3,036 7
Tmlor, Mlllmer, SEamBLIesa ceeeeerserr-onassres 5,300 1,408 8,808
8hoe, 8 |—Maker 644 [ v
Dhoby 17,97 10,618 8,678
Mat, Busket.—Mnker Beller; cccecssensesseanenes | 14,671 14.329
Hem; 940 15 935
Coxr—Msnnfacmrer. Dealer ceeccccssnsccosnsscs | 15,873 1168 14,504
Mﬂk BUttor—Seller eseescreseeceesee sossecasssessen 350 236 104
her, Meat Sal 087 685 3




secoes
seessscessesces
wsecessosneeses

cansseesecsonne

Seller,

Sawyer ... U
COOper «e..ecee
THimber Feller «..cuiieeerceseeecersorasassrsncasesanon

Gem DifZer cocuieenrcnoneaniaieaseens o ssnsesronsesaen
Lapidary ...
‘linker
Brazier ...
BlacksSmith eo.oioereveeisene soeeencesssssnssesse: sronen

cecenesesansaseorssnesesen

VI.—IXDEFINITE AND NOX-PRODUCTIVE
Crass.

General LADOUrer ......co.ecvevees oo sersssnnes
Artizan (hranch undefined)

Contractor do.
, Renter do.

Persons.| Males. [Flemales.
216 pat] 4
38.680 1,858 1722
4712 ,023 3,689
234 10 234
4,566 1,001 3,476
202 142 [
1,036 887 448
1,150 845 8
49 98 1
139 139
862 854 8
8,280 8,280
416 233 183
59u 548 43
3,719 5 3,714
3.630 3.350 271
2,810 1530 1,280
214 214
1.857 1777 1]
336 334 3
2,305 1,708 509
301 301
2187 2167
561 561
463 75 288
1¢5 187 8
168 29 139
163 149 4
90 90
1,419 1,323 98
102 81 21
1,034 909 128
481 477 4
844 677 267
4.138 3,858 1270
6.760 4 509 2170
5,847 3,603 2,204
419 345 34
147 182 18
6,273 6.252 al
1,186 1,188
199 199
176 178
745 &6
4,302 2
60 60
) 8 ~
85.138 885 | 20153
1528 718 [ 1]
[ 1es
72 m -




APPENDIX VI,

STAPLE IMPORTS OF CEYLON FROM 1837 TO 1882
Cotton Manufactures; Rice; Fish (dried and salted); Cattle.

Cotton . .
Goods. Rice. Fish, Cattle,
Value. Value. Quantity. Value. No. yane
Bushels. £ Cwts. | Pieces. 8

1837 | 220873 650,042 149,503  5.980 { 29,533 -

1838 137.931 860,012 168972 9,527 | 227,638 Described

1839 128607 884623 182,300 8581 107 as Live

1840 158,326 = 1,043,084 ¥ 6,940 | 72,000 ety

1841 184691 1,106,152 183483 9,908 2ot speci-

1842 173333 1,002,192 191,958 9,050 | .. s

1843 160.365 1.504.114 - 279,123 7,981 Roturna,

1844 102,936 1,700,138 16,950 .

1846 238554 2.167,334 379,835 28023 | ..

1846 185590 2,162,208 372,840 34 033

1847 1 178.064 2.121.022 = 372109 29.352 -~

1848 182,767 1.910,585 420 38.201

1849 ' 190911 1.985.752  347.503 34,457

1850 187,567 2,356,763 412261 85,706

1851 216,274 2,221,468  $88.777 29,026

1852 189,078 2331796  408.085 30,670

1853 228,226 2574580 462870 81000 | ..

1854 282082 2,161,708 379,994 42,118
34,788

1857  365,4.9 38,254.623 = 65, 53,298 e
1858 X 2,856,124 ' 571,224 = 48,934 -
1569 630,936 ' 3511,768  702.354 = 58.276 e
1360 3 3.182,204  638. 55.989 .

1871 840,917 4,278.708 1,390,680 78,676 e

1872 833,400 5.367.302 1.744,373 e

1873 865.060 5,708.142 1,855.148 108,169 .

1874 839,351 6.717.775 1,858,277 3 e

1876 780903 5,627,620 1,714,762 86.900 e

1576° '952.510 5,865,645 1.903.084 87,6088 . 87,608
1877 718,239 6.938,160 2,254,902 e .
1878 494,210 6,668.9690 2,167.414 84429 e 84,420
1879 561,652 5,954,934 1935354 74323 . 74323
1880 704,839 6,794,099 198875 00,396 . ,308
1881 512,873 6,030.82) 1,960.017 91,326 or 91,426
1882 462,111 5,767.029 1,819, 43 ! . 92,841 ”,lw

Cotton Goods.—All fron Enghnd
Rice.—All from India Smmnly to feed immigrant population trum lndh.anl
populations of large towns,
h.—All from India, for curries of same popu'ations.
B Cut]tll; .—All from India, for transport purposes and rwﬂa lu’wp&ts and
urghers.
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APPENDIX VIIL

REFERENCE TO MAP OF CEYLON
(In pocket of cover).

‘WhiLE affording a fairly approximate idea of the location-
of the chief agricultural industries of the island, and of
the land suitable for extension, it must not be supposed
that the areas are accurately laid down. Cacao, for instance,
although confined to a few limited localities at present,
will very likely be found to succeed in several additional
districts. It is hard to say again where tea will not grow
in Ceylon, at any rate in the moist zone —so that 150,000
acres is a moderate estimate of the area when cultivation
is fully extended. If coffec does not revive in the central
province, tea may be counted to take its place along with
cinchona in nearly every district. So with Palms, it is
well-nigh impossible to show the precise areas covered ;
for palm cultivation—especially with the areca and kitul
—extends far into the interior, while even coconut palms,
mainly confined though they are to the sea-coast, form
flourishing plantations up the banks of the Mahaoya, some
forty miles inland, while at Métalé, 1400 feet above sea
level, there are two or three considerable areas of very
fine coco-palms. But the chief purpose of the map is to
give a popular idea of the different planting industries of
the island, and we feel sure it will be found to answer
this end.
J.F,

January, 1884.



