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INTRODUCTION.

N order the better to comprehend
the principal fubjeét of complaint
in the following Petition, it may not
be unacceptable to ftate very fhortly the

LIBRARY SETS

circumftances that have occurred in In-
dia, in the laft and in the prefent War.
In the laft War, the Nabob affigned
o over his Country to Lord Macartney
& upon certain conditions, for three or five
~ years ; and Mr. Haftings earneftly recom-
E‘ mended it to his Lordthip to appropriate
all the refources of Tanfore to the Public
Service during the War, except fuch parts
of thofe refources 2s thould be required
‘3 for the Rajah’s fubfiftence.
§ Thg ceflion of the Carnatic being a
”\-voizmtary aét on the part of the Nabob,
B “does
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does not-feem to have attralted the at-

tention of Parliament ; but the femri-
ments exprefled by Mr. Haffings relative
to Tanjore, very firongly excited the no-

tice of Mr. Dundas, who moved the -
following Refolution, which the Houfe,

in the Rockingham Adminiftration, una-

nimonfly voted.
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2g9th April, 1782. ¢ That any at<
tempt to feize upon the revenues of
the kingdom of Tanjore, and to con-
fifcate the fame for the purpofe of
the Nabob, or of the Eaft-India Com~
pany, is conirary to the Public faith,
and tends to the opprefion and ruin of
the Company.”
28th May, 1782. ¢ That if any
perfon, in viclation of the Public faith,
given by the Eaft-India Company in
1775, and contrary to the true intent
and meaning of the feveral Refolu=
“ tions
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tions of this Houfe, of the 29th of
¢ Aprillaft, have taken in fequeltration,
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or otherwife, the revenues of Tanjore
¢ into the managément- of the Nabob
““ of Arcot, or of the Eafi-India Company,
¢ itis the duty of the Court of Direc-
“ tors forthwith, to order the faid reve-
¢ nues to be returned to the Adminifira«
“¢ tion of the King of Tanjore, agreeable
“¢ to the Treaties of 1762 and 1775.”
We have inferted thefe Refolutions to
thew of how much émportance it appear-
ed to be in the opinion of Mr. Dundas,
and of the Houfe of Commons, that
Treaties thould be inviolably adhered to.
In the year 1784, the Board of Con-
troul dire@ed the Government of Fort
St. George, to reflore to the manage=
ment of the Nabob, the revenues of the
Carnatic, and they acknowledged him to
be the Sovereign of the Country. Itap=

B2 pears
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pears, that between the month of De-
cember, 1781, when the Nabob affign-
ed the Carnatic to Lord Macartney dur-
ing the War, and the month of Septem-
ber, 1784, when the Board of Controul
ordered his country to be reftored to
Vv  him, the Nabob had repeatedly com-
plained that the conditions on which he
had affigned his country had not been
A preferved. Whether tl?is complaint was
well or ill founded is now of no confe-
\/ quence, as, frem the month of Fcbruary,
1787, the Nabob and the Company en-
tered into a new Ireaty, and it is of the
violation of zbat Treaty, his Highnefs

now complains. '
;  After alongand intricate negociation,
\/4_"7\ Sir Archibald Canipbell, on the 24th of
February, 1787, figned a Treaty of per-
petual friendfbip, alliance and  fecurity
‘with the Nabob, in the prefence of Sir

Fobn
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Fobn Macpherfon and Mr. Stables, who
were then at Fort St. George, in their
way to England.

This Treaty was concluded under
the orders of the Board of Controul.
It is drawn up with remarkable perfpe-
cuity, and the obje& and fcope of the
Treaty is fo evident, that no man can
miftake it,

Sir Archibald Campbell laboured to
fecure for the Company, in time of
peace, the payment of a fixed fum
annually, for the fupport of the military
eftablithment on the coaft; and in war,
to fecure the payment of four-fifths of all .
the revenues produced in the Carnatic.
" The Nabob, o7 bis part, laboured fo to i
fecure his own honour and dignity, that
without a direc? and flagrant violation
of public faith, no poffible contingency

could arife, that fhould deprive him of :
the 7 >
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the fivereignty and management of the
Carnatic, either in peace or war.

The Treaty therefore contains the
following pofitive conditions.

I. That the Nabob fhall pay a fpeci-
fic fum annually, for the fupport of the
military peace eftablithment.

II. Thatin time of war, he fhall ap-
propriate four-fifths of his revenues to
fupport the war.

But fhould the Nabob fall in arresr
in his payments sz peace, certain fpecified
diftri@®s are to be delivered aver to the
Company, until the arrear fhall be paid
up; the Company are to receive the
revenues of thofe diftricts, from the Na-
bob’s Aumils ; if the Aumils behave ill,
the Nabob thall difmifs thcm, and ap-
point fuch others as the Company ap-

prove of,

In
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In war the Company are allowed to
fend infpettors, to fee that four-fifths
of his revenues are boneftly appropriated,
He has the fame privilege in war, re-
lative to the countries iz our poffeffion.
The Company have alfo the privilege,
in war, to fend fuperintendants, to re-
ceive the revenues from the Nabob's
Aumils.

The Treaty then ftates ¢ That the
«¢ exercife of power over the faid dif-
« tricts, in cafe of failure, fhall not
¢ gxtend, or be conftrued to extend,
““to deprive his Highnefs the Na-
“bob of the Carnatic, in behalf of
¢ himfelf or his fucceffors, of the civi/
¢ government thereof, the credit of his
¢ family, or the dignity of bis illufirious
<¢ boufe ; but that the fame fhall be pre-
¢« ferved to Abim, and them inviolable,
% faving and excepting the powers in the

¢ foregoing
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‘¢ foregoing article expreffed and men-
¢ tioned.”

It is alfo ftipulated in the Treaty,
that the Company thall communicate
all their negociations, in which the
intereft of the Carnatic fha!l be con-
cerned, to the Nabob; and that his name
fhall be inferted in all Treaties, relative
to the Carnatic.

It is alfo agreed, that if the revenue
of the Carnatic, in time of peace, fhould
fall fhort, in confequence of a want of
rain, or any other unforefeen calamity,
a proportional reducion fhall be made
from the amount of the fam he had
ftipulated to pay.

This Treaty received the fulleft
approbation of the Board of Controul,
under whofe orders it was in fac con-
cluded.

Sir-
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Sir Archibald Campbell, when he fent
home the Treaty, fpeaks in the follow-
ing terms of the Nabob.

«1 have narrowly watched all the
¢« Nabob’s condut? and fentiments fince
*“ my arrival in this country, and I am
«¢ ready to declare that I do not think it
‘¢ poffible that any Prince, or Power on
¢¢ earth, can be more fincerely attached
« to the profperity of the Honourable
¢ Company than his Highnefs, or zbat
““ any one bas a bigher claim to their fa-
¢ vour and liberality. A

Sir Archibald Campbell was {ucceeded
in his government by Mr. Hollond in
1789, and in the month of March 1790,
General Medows arrived. The war
with Tippoo was then determined upon,
though not commenced until Fune.

C : The
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The 'General, on the 31ft of March
1799, ‘writes-in the following -terms to
the court of Dire&ors’:

¢ We .bave a long arrear both from
‘“and ‘towus. His :Highnefs the Nabob
¢¢ isifo backward in his payments, and
¢ oppreflive to his Poligars, that-at this
“ time ‘it ds fo neceflary to have on
““our fide, that I comeeive it will
“ be «abfolutely neceffary upon ‘his firft
‘¢ material -delay ‘of “pa_vmcnt, to toke
“‘the snanggement of ‘bis «wountry ‘into
““ your own hands 5 a mealure, in fpite
*¢ of the oppofition to it, fo advantageous :
‘¢ toyou, tothe country,andeven-to his
¢« Highnefs himfelf,when fo wifely pro-
¢ jeGted and ably -executed by Lord
¢ Macartney.”

The arrear due atthis ‘time was fix
and a half lacks of pagodas. The Na-
bob on his part required a deduction for

bad
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-bad feafons, agreeably to the letter of the
treaty ; but admitting the Nabob to
owe any fum whatever, the Treaty had
provided a remedy. The conftru&ion
therefore to be put upon the General’s
letter is this, that for political purpofes,
he conceived it abfolutely neceflary to
feize the government of the Carnatic,
in violation of the Treaty.

In the fubfequent ftages of this bu-
finefs, the principles upon which the
Government of Fort St. George ated,
are very fally exp]ai‘ned. A Yy

In the letter from the Madras Govern-
ment to the Court of DireQors, which
is before the Houfe of Commons, they
detailed the various aéplications that
they had made to the Nabob, for the
balance due to them, accarding to the
ftipulations in Sir A. Campbell’s Treaty ;
and war being in fa& inevitable, and

Ca2 their
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their army equipping for the field, they
candidly and fairly fay (in their letter to
Bengal), ¢ We proceeded to remark oz
“¢ the infufficiency of the ftipulations 7z
¢ Sir Archibald Campbell’s treaty, to fe-
‘¢ cure the regular receipt of 4-sths of
¢¢ the N.abob’s revenues, agreed to be
“‘paid to the Company’s treafury, i the
“¢ event of war,”

They fay further, ¢ With this view
< we pointed out to his Lordfhip in
« council, the impolicy of depending jfor
“ our principal refources, at a time when
s¢ the greatefl exertions were neceffary, and
“ pecuniary fupplies of the utmof} import-
““ ance, upon the operation and manage-
¢ ment of the Nabob’s Government, of
¢¢ which the fyltem was perhaps as de-
¢« fe@tive and infufficient as any upon
¢c earth ; and we did not hefitate to de-
s clare it, as gur unqualified opinion, that

¢« this
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this Government ough?, during the
war, to take the Nabob's country under
their own management, as affording
the only means by which the refources
to be derived from it could be realiz-
ed, and the fidelity and attachment
of the Polegars, and tributaries fe-
cured, which is of the utmoft impor-
tance to the fuccefsful operations of
the war.

“ In the event of his Lordthip’s
agreeing with us in opinion, and in-
ftructing us to a& in conformity, we
fubmitted to him' the necefity of our
adopting the meafure, 72 /o camprebe}z-

¢ five a manner, as to preclude any kind

14

[

$6

£6

of interference on the part of the Nabob,
while the country was under our ma-
nagement ; and ftating, that if this
were not done, the expedied advantages
wauld not be derived, ” ‘
12th May,
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12th May, 1790, ¢ It might have
been:expectéd, that the fecurities for-
the performance of the war ftipula-
tions, which are of fuch impbrtance,
would have beenmade fronger than
thofe which are provided in the event
of failures in the time of peace; but
they are, in fa&, Jefs effcient, and the
procefs preferibed for failures in time
of war, is fo tedious and complicated,
that it can fearce be faid to deferve the
name of any fecurity or provifion what-
ever.” '

The Madras Government firft endea-

voured to perfuade the Nabob to refign

his Government during the war, and

until the arrears were paid off. This,

as it was very natural to believe, was a

vain attempt. He' profefied the utmoft

aftonifhment at the attempt, but offered

to receive infpeCtors, agreeably to the

letter
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letter and fpirit -of Sir Archibald Camp-
bell’s Treaty, We have entered the rmjém
affigned by the Madras Government for
prefling ‘Earl Cornwallis to affent to their
-{eizure of 'the ‘Carnatic—the arguments,
however ffrong, are {uch as a ‘Houfe .of
Commons cannot exdure upon the prin-
ciples on which they voted the Refolu-
tions of April and May, 1782, or upon
the principles on which they voted to
impeach ‘Mr. Haffings for an alledged
breach of faith, not faid to'be commit-
ted by him, when it was in his option
to have war or ‘not, but when war ac-
tually raged -in every part of India, and
when the Public expences were moft
prefling.

After various reprefentations to Ben-
gal, the country was at laft feized, in
Apite. of the ‘ftrongeft remonfirances
of 'the Nabob, 'Of the feizure, the fol-

lowjng
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lowing Petition complains, but the fub-
je€t has often been agitated in the Houfe
of Commons. :

The friends of Mr. Haftings, have
ufed it as an argumentum ad hominem
againft Mr. Dundas, without geing into
the fubje with any other view. Mr.
Dundas has, on his part, denied that there
had been any breach of Treaty; and very
freely did confefs that he fhould be
barred from every plea of defence if he
could confent to impeach Mr. Haflings,
for a violation of faith, and approve of
‘the fame condu@ in others. In this af~
fertion he manifeftly differs from the:
Government of Madras, who do not con-
ceal that they have broken the Treaty,
but aflign as a reafon, that the Treaty it~
felf was inefficient.

All the papers on this fubje& are now
ordered to be printed, and if thefe re~

marks
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marks (hould be honoured with any at-
tention by Members of Parliament, all
the Writer hopes or withes is this, that
it may induce them to read thofe Papers,
and then be is confident there cannot be
two opinjons upon the fubject.

There is one curious part of the Pe-
tition which muft forcibly firike every
reader. The Nabob gives precifely the
{ame account of the duties of inferior
Rulers and Zemindars that Mr. Pitt
gave in his celebrated Speech in the Be-
nares Charge, a few years ago.






REPRESENTATION

A XD

PETITION

FROM THE

NABOB or Tue CARNATIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Lusz, 5°, Die Martii, 1792,
PETITION of Albany Wallis
and Richard Troward, of Nore
Jolk Street in the Strand, Gentlemen,
was prefented to the Houfe, and read ;
fetting forth, that his Highnefs the Na-
bob of The Carnatic hath, by legal and
authenticated inftruments, appointed
D2 the
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the Petitioners his Law Agents, in
Great Britain, to condu¢t and manage all
his law concerns, as well in Parliament
as otherwife ; and that the Petitioners,
as fuch Law Agents, in the month of
Fuly 1aft, reccived from his Highnefs a
Reprefentation and Petition, under his
feal, addreffed to the Houfe, ftating cer-
tain facts and grievances, and praying
fuch relief as to the Houfe fhould feem
meet, which faid Reprefentation and Pe-~
tition the Petitioners were direGted to de-
liver into the hands of the Right Ho-
nourable the Speaker of this Houfe, to-
gether with a letter from his Highnefs,
requefting that the Speaker would pre-
fent the faid Reprefentation and Petition
to the Houfe, and which the Petitioners
delivered accordingly; and that the
Speaker hath declined to prefent the faid
Reprefentation and Petition, and hath re-

turned
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turned the fame to the Petitioners ; and
therefore praying, that they may be per-
mitted to prefent to the Houfe the faid
Reprefentation and Petition of his High-
nefs the Nabob of The Carnatic through
the hands of fome Member of the
Houfe. '

And Mr. Speaker having acquainted
the Houfe, that his reafons for declin-
ing to offer the faid Petition of his
Highnefs the Nabob of The Carnatic
to the Houfe, did not arife from any
reference to the contents of the faid
Petition, but from refpet to the courfe
of the proceedings that is obferved,
when Petitions are offered to the Houfe ;

Ordered,

That leave be given to prefent the faid
Petition of his Highnefs the Nabob of
The Carnatic, as defired by the faid A/
bany Wallis and Richard Troward,

Then
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Then a reprefentation and Petition,
of his Highnefs the Nabob #au Lau
Fau Ummeer ul Hind Omdat ul Mulk
Aufuph ud Dowlah Unwer ud Dien Cawn
Babauder Zuphar furg Sepabh Saular,
Sovereign and Soubahdar of the Carnaric
Payenghaut -and Ballaghaut, was pre-
fented to the Houfe, and read; fetting
forth, that the Empire of the Moguls,
in India, has fubfifted for feveral ages,
difpenfing, by favour of the Almighty
God, the blefings of a regular Govern=
ment to a large divifion of the inhabi-
tants of the earth: that one fupreme
monarch the King of the Moguls rules
over all the kingdoms, provinces, and
dominions, of the faid extenfive empire :
that the feveral kingdoms, or provinces,
are governed by Princes, who derive
their right to authority from the King
of the Moguls by letters patent under
the
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the great feal of the empire and a folemn
inveftiture on fuch conditions as may
have been mentioned and ordered in fuch
letters patent : that inferior rulers hold
certain diftricts under the faid Nabobs
or Princes, by whofe Saned and folemn
inveftiture, the authority and rights of
fuch inferior rulers are conftituted : that
thofe inferior rulers pay immediate alle-
giance and obedience, with a ftated an-
nual tribute, to the faid Nabobs, for
their country, befides performing mili-
tary fervice in war, and when peace
comes paying their proportior; of the
expences incurred, eftimated by the
ufual amount of their refpe@ive reve-
pues : that, upon the dutiful behaviour
of fuch inferior rulers, the pofleflions of
the father are granted to the fon, or-
neareft legitimate kinfman, by a regular
Saned or commiffion, and a new invefti-

ture,
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ture, upon paying the accuftomed fine of
fucceffion: that no fucceflion is legal,
nor can the fucceflor execute any legal
a&t of power, 'until he has received fuch
Saned or commiffion, and fuch invefti-
ture, from his immediate fuperior the
Nabob, who is Lord Paramount of the
country : that, when fuch inferior rulers
or vaffals commit any g'rcat public crime,
refufe to pay their annual tribute, evade
or difobey orders in attending their fu-
perior in ‘war with all their forces,
when they abet enemies, encourage con-
fpiracies, or in any dangerous degree
prove faithlefs to their immediate Lord,
they are fined, imprifoned, or fubje@ed
to abfolute forfeiture, in proportion to
their crimes : that, upon the extin&ion
of the legitimate male line of fuch vaf-
fals, and their lawful male kindred,
their territories fall of courfe to the dif-
pofal ;
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pofal of their liege Lord: that the pre-
fent. Nabob of The Carnatic, as well as
his father Anwar ul dien Cawn Babauder,
have  been Nabobs or Princes of that
kingdom or country by all the iegal and
regular grants and inveftitures of the
empire. of the Moguls: that the prefent
Nabob fucceeded his father in the year
of the Chriftian zra 1749, by all the
legal and regular grants, as Prince of
the whole kingdom of Tke Carnatic,
from the River Criffua, to Cape Comorin:
that fuch grants, and fuch inveftitures,
were renewed to him, with additional
rights, immunities, franchifes, and pri-
vileges, by the fucceflive kings of the

Moguls, till at length, more than four "\

and twenty years ago, he received an al-
tumgah, or free grant, for ever, from
the prefent King Sbab Allum: that, by
this grant of total independence, the al-

E legiance

)

v
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legiance of all the inhabitants ‘of ‘The
Carnatic, whether natives or Europeans,
was transferred to‘hin’q, ‘as it had been
pofieffed by their formér Sovéreigns the
Kings of Delbi: that the Nabob's right
to the government, royalty, and'domi-
nion, of the whole Carnatic, has to the
prefent day remained unimpaired, undi-
minithed, and unimpeached, by any a&,
deed, compal, treaty, conqueft, or other
ground or pretence whatfoever ;' that he
is'of right, and e fatto, independent of
any claim of fovcre;gn‘ty'By any Prince,
Power, or State upon' earth : that he is
the legal, undifputed; and acknowledged
fucceffor of the King of the Moguls, in
all his prerogatives and abfolute rights,
over “the whole Carnatic: that his
Highnefss father, 4s well as himfelf, be-
came known to the great -and gracious
Kings ‘of - Great ' Britain, King George
dohesi : the
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the Second, and his prefent, Majefty
King George the Third : thathis Majefty
King:George the Sccond, in letters under
his royal fignature, and counterfigned by
the principé\l,s;:c.‘retary of: his kingdom,
premifed his f‘upportj to the prefent Na-
bob, g;t,an ally who, merited and fhould
seceive his proteQlion : that, in, confe-
squence of the reciprocal friead(hip. be-
tweenthe King, of, Great Britain and
.the.Nabob, and, in, confideration of, the
undoubted rights of the lat;cr;, h; ‘was
,gug;,antced in the pofleflion of the whale
Carnsticy by his Britannic Majqﬂy" and
the French King, by the eleventh ar-
ticle «of the definitive. treaty ; of: peace,
-concluded at Paris in the year of the
Chriftian era 1763 : that his Majelty
the King of Great Britain; acknow-

ledging and confidering the Nabob as

Sovereign of  the Cdrnatic, wiote him

Ez2 many

v
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many gracidus letters “under his own
royal hand, treating him as an’inde-
‘pendent Prince, and promifing him and
his family his royal and auguft protec-
tion : ‘that his Majefty fent to the ' Na-
bob, as an independent Sovereign, two
feveral ‘émbaffies under the Great Seal
of ‘Great Britain : that his rights'to'an
abfolute independence are fo felf-evident
and “ undeniable,’ that the EaftIndia -
Company, when on “the worft terms
with the Nabob, ‘declared folemnly ‘on
their records, that' they muft acknow-
ledge him to be a Sovereign Prince:
that the Englih Eaff India Company
fettled faories in the Carnatic;- as
merchants/carrying on their bufinefs as
fuch wunder the proteion of the Na-
bobs-of the country : that, conformable
to theirconfined fituation; they addrefled
their immediate fuperior the Nabob by

arzee
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arzee or petition > that Anwar un-dien
Cawn Babauder, the father of ‘the: pre-
fent.1Nabob, when he larrived in chis
-government _of ' the! Caruatic, 'found
them ini. their fiGory, ! furrounded by
fomething more likea garden wall than
a fort :»that the injuftice of ‘the French
induced Anwar ul dien’ Gawn: Babdrder
to fupport ‘the Englith, as well as:him4
-felf, againft fuch injuflice:: that Amwar
ul dien’ being  Killed: ini battle by the
FErench, and his fon; the prefent Nabob;
having fucceeded him, Abmed Shah, the
King of ‘the Moguls, cordered his fab=
je&s, the Englifh fattories fettled in'the
Carnatic, to obey him the Nabob; ras
the mediate power between them and
itheir fovereign, the King of ‘the Mo~
guls: that the governors of the: faid
faCtories wrote arzees or petitions:of
thanks'to the:Mogul, for appointing the

: prefent
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prefent. Nabob to rule:over them« thay
during the long war, which. the ambi-
tidn and injuftice of the Frenck raifed
againft the Nabob, the Englip Com-
pany uniting’! themfelves:iwith: him as
faithfal -fubje@s of ‘the Mogul, their
joint exertions, which were ;powerfully
affifted “by«the: King' of «Great Britain,
became at length  viftorivus i over: ail
their énemies:: that the Company’s fer-
vants, after this:fignal ficcefs, folemnly,
undér the hand ‘of their 'Governor, af-
fured the Nabob, that their wifth and
refolution! were to carry on their bufinefs
_under his protetion, as they had done
under the protectionof former Seubadars:
that the Company were fo- thoroughly
fatisfied that the Nabob was. the ‘legal
and rightful Sovercign of ithe: Qarnatic,
that they wrote circular letters to'all the
inferior: rulers, who governed: different
‘ «  diftricts
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diftrits of 'the country, and> who; taks
ing advantage of the misfortunes of the
late times, had aGed a falfe and unduti-
ful part towards their-liege Lord : that
among other rulers of ‘lefs note, they
wrote to the Rajah of Tanmjore to obey
orders and commands, fignifying by
fuéh’ communication, that, fhould that
vaffal prove refrattory,’ they, as good
fubjes, would ‘unite their arms with
thofe of the Nabob againft the Rajah as
a2 rebel : ‘that, when the bufinefs of the
country wds fettled, the prefidency of
Fort Saint George, as reprefentatives of
the Englify Company, entered into an
agreement' with the Nabob, with this
expreflion, ¢ being obedient to him:”
that they declared that, ¢ by the blefl-
¢ ing of God, the whole Carnatic was
« intirely and firmly eftablithed in the
*¢ Nabob-and  his “pofterity:” that they

folemhly
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folemnly engaged, that as long as: the
Englyh fettlements fhall remain in the
Deckan, Bengal, and Hind'oﬂrm; the
Company’s people are diligently to ufe
their endeavours in promoting and affift-
ing the affairs of the Carnatic; in its
o_bedieﬁce to the Nabob, and in main-
taining firm friendthip and regard : that
the mind of the Nabob, being fwayed
by reciprocal fentiments ‘of regard ' to-
wards the Englifh Company, granted
them a large jaghire, which they 'ftill
hold under him as’Lord Paramounts
that the grant-of fuch jaghire not.only
promoted their opulence, but raifed
them to their political fituation in the
Carnatic, which is that of perpetual
Jaghiredars ¢ that, after the fortunate
fettlement of the public troubles, peace,
the with of all: good men, became the
commencement of misfortune to. the

Nabob :
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Nabob: that the Company’s fervants
having, by the powerful aid of the
King of Great Britain, been of very
fignal and very effeual fervice in ex-
pelling the enemies of the Carnatic,
began to mix their hands with its in-
ternal politics : that, under the pre-
tence of being unable to obtain juftice
by force from the Rajah of Tanjore, for
his rebellious, treacherous, and dan-
gerous’ behaviour during the war, they
entered into a treaty with him: that
the Nabob, deeming the terms of the
treaty very far from being adequate,
was very unwilling to fign it; and that
the prefident of Fort Saint George put
the Nabob’s chop by force to the faid
treaty : that the Nabob will not afcribe
the treaty to the interefts of individuals,
but will only obferve, that it was a gla-
ring encroachment on his juft and inde-

F pendent
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pendent rights, as Sovereign of all the
inhabitants of The Cornatic: that the
Company’s fervants having forgot the
obje& of their inftitution, which was
trade, in the length of the war turned
their thoughts to other views: that, by
prefling the Nabob to pay his debt
to the Company, which he had in-
curred for their aid, during the troubles,
and that in inftalments too large for his
revenue, he was forced to involve him-
{elf'by borrowing ‘money of individuals
at a great intereft: that thus he became
to be prefied by nearly the fame perfons
in a double capacity ; on the one fide as
managers of the public funds, on the
other as partly the proprietors of the
private debts: that diftrefs thus began,
and was followed vp by various misfor-
tunes : that the Company’s government,
on the fcore of his diftreffes, affumed a

high
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high tone, and as creditors of the Na-
bob began to leflen his authority, by in-
terferipg. with his government : that,
to render him more fubfervient to their
own domineering fpirit, they very in-
dufirioufly and fuccefsfully concealed
from the Nabob his being guaranteed
in all his rights by the eleventh ar-
ticle of the treaty of Paris: that he
only heard of that treaty at laft
through the humanity of an Eng/ik
gentleman, after the Prefidency of
Fort Saint George threatened to reduce
him the Nabob to a mere nominal Na-
bob like 4im of Bengal: that the Com-
pany’s fervants, availing themfelves of
the Nabob’s ignorance of the treaty,
and of his want of accefs to the juftice of
the Britiyb government and nation,
prefled and oppreffed him as avarice or
other paflions prevailed ; that they cn-

Fa tered
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tered into a war without his confent,
but in his name, and charged him with
the expences of it as his war : that he
was thus expofed to a double misfor-
tune, his country being ravaged by the
enemy, and being forced to extort from
his exhaufled fubje@s fuch fums as the
fervants of the Company chofe to charge
him with on account of their mafters :
that the Nabob, worn out by oppref-
fions, and haraffed by extortions, refolv~
ed to convey his complaints to the ears
of his profcdor and the guarantee of his
dominions, his Majefty the King of
Great Britain: that he wrote a letter
to the Earl of Chatbam, then his Majef~
ty’s Minifter, and who had correfpond-
ed with him the Nabob, as an ally of
Great Britain, ten years before : . that,
in confequence of his letter, his Majef-
ty was pleafed to appoint an ambafia-

dor,
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dor, under the Great Seal, to inquire in=
to the grievances of the Nabob on the
fpot: that the inferior and fubordinate
rulers of provinces and diftriéts of The
Carnatic, perceiving that the Nabob’s
authority was invaded by the Company’s
fervants, became refractory, difobedient,
and treacherous, evading their annual
tribute, refufing their military fervices,
correfponding with rebels, and abetting
enemies : that the moft rich, and con-
fequently the moft powerful, the Rajah
of Tanjore, though highly favoured in
an agreement made in the year 1762,
became, perhaps, upon that very account,
the leaft attentive to his duty, and the
moft obftinate in his public and confti-
tutional delinquency: that, {mall as the
tribute was which he agreed to pay by
that treaty, he evaded the payment of
it by various and falfe pretences : that

he
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he encouraged and correfponded with
the rebel /oph Cawn: that be abetted
the invafion of Hyder A4Ji, and gave him
money and provifions for his army : that
he invited the Mabrattas to the Carnatic,
and carried on intrigues with the differ-
ent European faQories and fettlements
on the Coaft: that he refufed to perform
bis military fervices when war was in
the country, though bound to give it
upon the requifition of the fuperior:
that as a proof of his connivance with
Hyder All, that chief, when faperior in
the field, infilted upoan his being includ-
ed as his friend in the treaty which he
forced upon the fervants of the Company
at the gates of Madras : that he refufed
to pay his proportion of the expences of
the war, though poflcfled of a very am-
ple revenue, and his country being fi«

tuated in the very heart of tbe Carnatic,
he
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he was protected from all danger by the
exertions of the Nabob and the Engli/h
nation : that the condu& of this Rajah
was altogether inexcufable, will .appear
from the following faéts : that the part
of the Carnatic which is called Tanjore
is, as has been juft mentioned, {urround-
ed on three fides by the reft of zbe Car-
natic: that the fertility of the country
depends on the river Cavery, which,
contrary to its natural courfe, is forced
into the province of Tanjore, by a
mound of earth, in a place beyond its
limits : that from that circumftance,
and others unneceflary to be named, Tan-
jore has been always dependent. on its
neighbours : that when a Hindoo fove-
reign reigned over tbe Carmatic, the
Naigs of Tanjore were his feudatories,
vaffals, and fubjects: that when the
Hindoo empire declined, it became 2

part
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part of the conqueft of the Patan king=
doms of zbe De:can; and that when
trouble and invafions direGted their
forces and attention to another quarter,
Tanjore, never intended, by its fituation
and nature, to be a feparate government,
became -dependent on the Rajahs of
Tritchinopoly : that in the years of the
Chriftian 2ra 1686 and 1687, that
great, wife, and - fortunate king of the
Moguls, the illuftrious A/lumgeer, hav-

- ing reduced the kingdpms of The Decan,

A

became fovereign of The Carnatic: that
Allumgeer, having conftituted one of his
‘nobles Zulpbuear Cawn Bebauder Nabob
of Arcot and The Carnatic, ordered him
to reduce the Naig of Tanjore, who had
raifed troubles by abetting the defigns
of the enemies of the king : that when
the faid Nabob was on his march to dif-
place the Naig, the faid Naig made the

moft
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trioft Humble fubmiffions to him the
Nabob as his immiediate fuperior : that,
in confequence of his fubmiffion, he
was reftored to his government; upon
the ufual terms given to feudatories and
vaffals ; that is, upon paying an annual
tribute of [. 300,000. befides perform-
ing military fervice, with all his forces:
that to the {aid Naig, whofe name was
Sabu-je, fucceeded Shurfa-je; and to
him Babu-Sabeb, both of whom paid
their annuval tribute, performed their
military fervices,” befides paying the
ufual fine of fucceflion upon their refpec-
tive ihveftitires to their immediate liege
Lord, the Nabob of Arcoz: that, after
fome troubles, which were fettled and
compofed by the decifion of the Divan,
or Council of the Nabob of The Car-
natic, Sabu-je, the fecond of the name,
‘became Rajah, by the commiffion,

G creation,
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creation, and inveftiture of the faid
Nabob: that Sabu-je, becoming difobe-
dient and refractory, was afterwards im-
prifoned by his liege Lord Sepadar Ali,
Nabob of Arcot, who made his own
preceptor, Skeik Affud, Governor of
Tanjore : that, in troubles which fol-
lowed, Sahu-je was again re&c;red; but,
being a fecond time deprived of Tanjore,
one Pertaub Sing was raifed to the dig-
nity of Rajah, by Saned of Abdalla
Cawn, Nabob of The Carnatic; in
which he was afterwards confirmed by
the Nabob Adrwar ul Dien Cawn, the
father of the prefent Nabob : that Per-
taub Sing-becoming negligent in paying
his tribute, and otherwife refractory,
Anwar ul Dien Cawn Nabob of Tbe
Carnatic, was obliged to march againft
him, and, having defeated and chaftifed
him, received him to his proteion,

upon
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upon paying his arrears, and the ex-
pence of the expedition : that the En-
glifh Company’s ‘Government fired their
guns, and made other demonftrations of
joy, when they heard of the Nabob’s
vitory over his vaffal, and congratulat-
ed him in an addrefs on that vi&oryé
that when the Nabob was ynfortunately.
killed in battle by the French, and other
rebels, in Fuly 1749, much trouble en-
fued in The Carnatic: that a war being
kindled, in which the French aflifted a
falfe Nabob, and the Englih, as good
fubje&ts of the Empire, having {tood
forth in fupport of the legal Nabob, his
prefent Highnefs of The Carnatic, Per«
taub Sing, proved falfe to his immediate
Lord : that he evaded the payment of
his annual tribute, and refufed com-
pliance upon requifition of the military
fervices, he was bound to pc,rform by

G 2 the
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the nature of his tenure : that he fecret=
ly abetted the French, and correfponded
with their rulers, whilt he amufed,
betrayed, and deceived, his Lord Para-
mount, and his friends the Englifb:
that by thefe means he faved his reve-
nue, and became rich, and thus, by
his influence or his power, induced the
Englifb Prefidency to make the faid
treaty of 1762; that, howeyer, the
treaty of 1762 related only to matters
of account, and the future amount of
the annual peithcuth, or tribute ; and
that, confequently, it left the conftitu-
tional rights of the Nabob over Tanjore
unimpaired and entire: that Pertaub.
Sing _dyif)g in December 1763, his fon
Tulja-je, in confequence of the Nabob’s
promifc to the father, was raifed by
faned and inveftiture to the Purtt of
Tanjore, u‘a;on paying the ufual fine of

I ‘ fuccflion
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fucceflion to his Lord : that the firft act
of his power was to aflaflinate all his
legitimate male relations, making him-
felf the laft of his family: that he was
as perfidious, and more abandoned than
his father, was guilty of every public
breach of duty, allegiance, and faith :
that the DireGtors of the Eaff. India
Company were fo much offended at his
condu@, that they fent pofitive orders
to their fervants at Madras to aflift the
Nabob in bringing the faid Tujja-je, his
vaflal, to a fevere accouﬁt, for his mul-
tipliéd delinquencies : that thofe orders
were not executed by the prefidency of
Fort Saint George, on account of the po-
litical ftate of the furrounding ' powers
when the orders arrived, the Nabob
himfelf being unwilling to drive matters
to any extremity on the fame account :
that the Rajah, continuing a {yftem of

i délinqucncy,
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delinquency, prefumed to take up arms
againft his neighbours and fellow vaf-
fals, the fubje@ts and dependents of the
Nabob ; that the Englifh Prefidency, as
well as the Nabob, when they remon-
ftrated againft the condv@ of Tw/ja-se,
were treated by him with inattention,
infolence, and contempt : that the Na-
bob and the Prefidency, were obliged,
through neceflity, to have recourfe to
arms : that their troops, in conjunction
with the ‘eldeft fon of the Nabob, at-
tacked and befieged Tanjore, and, a
breach being ‘made, the Rajah agreed to
terms eqaally diffatisfactory to the Na-
bob and to the Prefidency : that the be-
fiegers had fcarce removed their troops
from the fight of the Rajah, when he
‘began, or rather renewed, hisconne@ion
with Hyder and the Mabrattas, then the
enemics of the Carnatic.: that he con-

tinued
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tinued his intrigues with the French,
Dutch, and Danes: that he not only
left unperformed the articles of his late
agreement, but broke the treaty of
1762, by evading the payment of his
tribute, the fettlement of accounts, and
the amount of the annual tribute, being
the fole obje&ts of that treaty: that,
while he refufed to pay his juft i)cifh-
cufh to his fuperior, he aided the enes
mics of that fuperior with money, pro-
vifions, and every fpecies of affiftance,
to induce and enable them to invade the
Carnatic : that the Prefidency of Fort
Saint George, urged by the neceflity of
preventing the dangerous efforts of the
Rajah in the very heart of the Carnatic,
again joined their forces with thofe of
the Nabob, to-chaftife, and, fhould he
prove obftinate, to reduce entirely this
refractory and hoftile vaffal : that know-

ing



[ 48 ]
ing the tenure of the Company in the'
country, and that they had no right to
interfere but as guardians of the public
fafety, they folemnly declared that they
only ated as aukiliaries in the expedi-
tion : that they ftipulated the conqueft,
if any conqueft thould be made, thould
belong to, and be put in pofieflion
of, the Nabob, the principal in the
war : that accordingly the expence of
the expedition thould be paid by him,
as he only was to derive any benefit
from the fuccefs which might follow ¢
that the capital and the country fhould
remain in his hands, in the double ca+
pacity of conqueror and Lord Para-
mount, for that as the Company did not
appear as principals in the war, they had
no claim to the rewards of victory : that
under fuch ftipulations, and many others
of a fimilar kind, too tedious to men-

tion,
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tion, the united forces of the Nabob
and thé Company, took Tanjore, the ca-
pital of the province of that name:
that the Rajah, having alienated a part of
the country to the Dutch, without the
knowledge or confent of his liege Lorq,
the Prefidency declared that their duty
would not be fully performed, without
placing the country, as well as the ca-
pital, in the hands of the Nabob: that
the Nabob, to prevent the effufion of
blood, and every pretence of a difference
between the Englifb and Dutch, agreed
to pay to the latter the money which
they had advanced to the Rajah, or pre-
tended to have advanced, for the diftriéts
in their poffeffion: that thus the pro-
vince of Tanjore, independent of his
rights as fuperior, became the undoubted
property of the Nabob, as the acknow-
ledged and undeniable principal in a

H war,



v

L 501
war, which terminated in conqueft, the
moft indifputable and irreverfible title
that can be acquired by the law of na-
ture and nations: that Tanjore, tﬁus ac-

" quired, remained and flourithed in the

hands of the Nabob for more than two
years: that the Company, fwayed by
motives different from any adherence to
juftice, or public faith, interfered with
the moft facred rights of their fuperior
in The Carnatic, and reftored as princi-
pals a conqueft, in the making of which.
they were paid as mercenaries: that,
with innumerable aggravations of injuf~
tice, they took to themfelves the very
diftriéts which the Nabob had redeemed,
with a large fum, from the Dusch, and
that fo regardlels were they of the
{malleft conftitutional rights of the Lord
Paramount, that they took no care for
the diftharging of the fmall tribute fti-

*pulated
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pulated by the treaty of 1762 that the
flagrant breach of the public faith, made
by the reftoration of Tanjore, was fol-
lowed by various and grievous encroach=
ments on the remaining rights of the
Nabob : that he was fiript of all dignity
and authority among his fubjeéts, by
being denied the freedom of entertaining
a few troops for enforcing the laws, and
proteding his perfon: that, contrary to
the privilege of a Prince and Sovereign,
his family and fervants have been wan=' -
“tonly infulted by the operation of the
Company’s law court within his territo-
ries, and even within his refidence :
that, contrary to the laws of nations,
The Carnatic has been involved in war,
without either the confent or participa-
tion of its Sovereign ; and that he was
obliged to pay a very large portion of the
expence : that although the province of
H2 Tanjore
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Tanjore yiclds a great revenue, and
ought to yicld more, no proportion of
he expences of the war was demanded
of the Rajah: that, when peace was
concluded in The Carnatic, the name of
the Nabob, the Sovereign of the coun-
try, was not mentioned in the treaty:
while, to add to this fevere indignity,
the names of fome of his vaffals and de-
pendents were inferted, and their in-
terefts included in that treaty: that al-
though the war was not the Nabob’s
war, to manifeft his attachment to the
Englifb interelts, he agreed to affign his
revenue towards maintaining it into the
hands of the Company’s fervants, upon
certain ftipulations and conditions, and for
a time limited : that as {oon as the collec-
tion of the revenue came into the hands of
the Company’s fervants, they feized the
whole authority of the Nabob, who was

thereby
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thereby difgraced in the eyes of his
fubje@s, and all the powers of India :
that, although the Nabob was fevercly
aggtrieved by fuch invafion and opi)re(-
fion, the Company were not benefited
by the meafure, the country yiclding
much lefs under the new colle&ors,
than it had done to the Nabob: that
the Nabob, and his family, and depend-
ants, were reduced to want and dif-
trefs by the fmallnefs and irregularity of
the payment of the portion allotted for
his fubfiftence ; and that he languithed
for feveral years under the indignity and
preflure of his misfortunes : that, when
peace was eftablifhed between the crowns
of Great Britain and Fréhce, his Sacred
Majetty the King of Great Britain
agreed to intercede with his ally the
Nabob for the ceflion of additional ter-
_ritories to the French on the Coaft : that,

notwithftanding
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notwithftanding this implied intercef~
fion, confiderable diftricts of the Carna-
tic were delivered to the French by the .
Prefidency of  Fort Saint George, with-
out afking either the confent or acquief-
cence of the Nabob : that orders were
fent from Englandin 1784, which ar-
rived ‘in Fane' 1785, to reftore his
country and revenue to the Nabob :
that' in thefe orders it was mentioned,
that ‘the Nabeb ' fhould confent to pay
anfually twelve Tacks of pagodas to his
public'and private ereditors: that the
) government of Fort Saint George de-

manded four ‘lacks of pagodas more for
} the current expences, in all fixteen lacks
of pagodas : that the Nabob complained
A\ of ‘the burden of this fum, as too: great
for' the‘ability of his country, frefh from
the- devaftations of war: that he fig-

nified his withes, ‘as the public expence
" i : of
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of defence muft of neceflity be defrayed,
to have his annuval payments of debts
leflened, from which little inconve-
nience would arife; as it would be only
extending the payment of a debt, for
which intereft would be'regularly given,
to a {mall portion of time, beyond what
was originally intended : that this would
give eafe to the diftrefled fubjed@s of ‘the
Carnatic, and enable the Sovereign to
reftore the country to its former prof-
perity, by encouraging the cultivation :
that orders, which muft be allowed to
be founded on the principles of equity,
were fent to the Prefidency of Forz Saint
George, that the Company, in the pro-
portion to the revenue on the Coail,
thould pay their thare of the public ex-
pence : that, on this principle, the Na-
bob’s proportion, under a wrong eftimate
of his revenue, was calculated at nine

; lacks
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lacks of pagodas: that this fam, added
to the twelve lacks paid to his public
and private creditors, increafed his an~
nual kifts to twenty-one lacks of pago-
das : that his nett receipts, even in the
very beft years, and in the moft prof-
perous times, feldom amounted to that
fum: that they had fallen much below
that amount, through the devaftations
of war, and a general and deftructive
drought : that the kifts, ftipulated to
be paid to the Company, are far from '
being the whole of the expences of the
Nabob : that to keep his country from
abfolute ruin, he muft maintain public
works, repair tanks and water courfes,
and give money to the poor ryots, to
enable them to cultivate their lands:
that he'is bound, by every tye, to pay
fums, for charitable ufes, to fupport his
relations and their families, together

with
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with the old fervants and dependents of
himfelf and his father: that, befides,
he is obliged to fupport fome kind of
decent kind of dignity, as Prince of the
country, and to maintain a numerous
family of children: that the funda-
mental laws, on which the rights of the
Nabob of #he Carnatic are founded, are
deeply affeted with refpe@ to ¢zbe
Jaghire and diftri&t of Arui : that Zul-
phucar Cawn Bahauder, Nabob of the
Carnatic, confirmed one Conary Row
in that jaghire on the ufual conditions :
that the faid Conary Row was to take
care of, and to keep the fort in repair,
to pay monthly the garrifon, to fend
their receipts to the King’s office as
vouchers, to treat the foldiers with kind-
nefs, and to pay every attention to their
rights, to erigage their fidelity and at-
tachment to the King: that the faid

I Conary
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Conary Row fhould pay a yearly peith-
cufthinto the King’s Treafury : and, in
the event -of a war in the Carnatic, to
pay his hare of the expences thereof,
in proportion to the revenue of the
jaghire, as fettled by the Nabob of the
King: ¢ that, in cafe he thould aét con-
< trary to thofe duties, he muft look
¢¢ upon himfelf as difpofieffed, and under
¢ the difpleafure of the King:” that
during the troubles, which infefted the
Carnatic for feveral years, the Killedar
‘of Arni took advantage of the misfor-
tunes of the times, by withdrawing his
obedience : that he oppreffed the people
of the jaghire, bcing under no, appre-
henfion of controul: that he attacked
his neighbours and fellow fubjects, and
gave prote@ion to robbers, murdcrers,
and all criminals who fled from juftice:
that he was guilty of all the crimes that

conflitute
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conftitute public delinquency, in the
eyes of any regular government : that
the prefidency of Fort Saint George con=
curred in opinion with the Nabob, as
to the expediency of removing the Kille-
dar: that he was accordingly deprived
of his command, and the military fti-
pend, arifing from the jaghire, was
taken away, but that he and his family
were provided with an allowance, for
an honourable fubfiftence : that, not-
withftanding the concurrence of the
Prefidency in depriving fo dangerous a
man of power, they reftored to him
the emoluments formerly allotted for
the military fervice of the ftate: that
the fort and its expence were left to
~ the Nabob, and the whole revenue
given to the Killedar and his friends :
that an ample revenue, received with-
out deduion, promoted difputes and

1o diflentions
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diffentions among themfelves : that the
circles of trouble fpreading to the neigh=
beuring country, the fervants of the
Compiny, as well as the Nabob, were
alarmed : that the Prefidency accord-
ingly gave their advice and concurrence
to the Nabob in refuming the jaghire :
that the Nabob accordingly refumed it,
and paid a monthly allewance to the
Killedar and his family, till Hyder AU,
having ravaged Arni, with other parts
of the Carnatic, in the year 1780, de-
prived it of all refources: that Arni,
with the reft of the Carnatic, fell under
the management of the fervants of the
Company by the deed of affignment :
that when the reft of the Carnatic was
reftored to the Nabob, 4r#f was not
reftored : that fuch condué is an unjuf-
tifiable interference with the independent
rights of the Nabob : that, befides his

Tofs
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lofs of revenue, he is difhonoured, by
the meafure, in the eyes of India; as
the nature of things, as well as the mat-
ter of fac, proves, that the Killedar
could not poffibly have been permitted
to have any indefeafible right, in a place
within a few miles of the capital of The
Carnatic : thaton the 31t of Fanuary
1787, Tulga-ge, Rajah of Tanjore, died,
leaving none exifting of the legitimate
line of his family: that the Nabob, as
Lord Paramount of the country, made a
requifition to the Company’s governments
in India, to place Tanjore under his ad-
mibniftration, according to the univerfal
laws of the eaft: that the view of the
Nabobs’s requifition was, not only the
prefervation of the undoubted and indif-
putable rights of his government and
fovereignty, but to fecure the peace of
The Carnatic, which nature intended,

and
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and policy required, thould be under one
government : that, adding advantage to .
juftice, the Nabob made propofals,
which could not fail to render the af-
fairs of the Englifh nation, on the coaft,
profperous : that the whole revenue of
Tanjore is eftimated, at prefent, at no
more than ten lacks of p:;godas; which
may juftly be afcribed to the loofe, pro-
fligate, and oppreflive government of
the country,v after it was unjuftly
wrefted from the hands of the Na-
bob, in 1776: that the Company
onl)'r receive, out of that fum, four
lacks of pagodas, for the general de-
fence: that the Nabob propofed, that
the whole revenue of Tanjore (after de-
fraying the charges of colleion, and
providing fuch a reafonable fubfiftence
for the remains of Tulja-je's family, as
the Company’s government fhould think .
proper),



{ 63 1
proper) fhould be appropriated, and
fet apart, for the military fervice of The
Carnatic: that to render this offer more
determinate and explicit, the Nabob
engaged to realize, the firft year eleven
lacks ; the fecond year thirteen lacks;
and from the third year fifteen lacks of
pagodas annually, to be paid to the
Company, and to be applied to the ge-
neral expence : that this lat mentioned
fum is one third more than the whole
eftimated revenue of the country at pre=
fent; and near four times as much as
the Company now receive from Tanjore,
towards the public defence: that the
Company’s governments acceding to the
Nabob’s propofals would perfeétly fecure
The Cﬁrn;ztic from all foreign invafion:
that the public finances would flourifh,
and the army be formidable: that the
Company, inftead of being almoft def~

titute
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titute of commerce, as at prefent, might
apply their whole revenue, amounting
to near twenty lacks of pagodas, to the
purpofes of invefiment: that a fubject
of fuch importance will prove an excufo
for repetitions, that the Nabob is the
Sovereign and Lord Paramount of Tan-
Jore, which was left without heirs, by
the death of Tulja-je: that, by the laws
of India, and thofe of all countries in
the world where the feudal government
exifts, a‘territory left without heirs re-
verts ‘to the fovereign: ‘that the Egf
India Company are no more than fubjeéts
in Hindoflan: that in Bengal they are
Dewans ; butonly Jaghirdarsin The Car-
natic : that neither as Dewans of Bengal,
which country hath nothing to do with
The Carnatic; ror as Jaghirdars on the
coaft, ‘where their very tenure ‘marks
them as fubje@s, t}ley have the finalleft

thadow
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fhadow of a title to interfere with the
conftitutional rights of their Lord Para-
mount : that, however, the conftitu-
tional rights of the Nabob, with refpe@
to Tanjore, were overlooked or neglected ¢
that the offers of an immenfe advantage
to the Company and Britifb nation were
difregarded : that a natural fon of the
late Perraub Sing, who had ‘been more
than twelve years a prifoner; was placed
in the government of Tanjore: that
neither a faned of fucceflion, nor an
inveftiture were either afked from, nor
given by, the Nabob; without which
no legal government can poflibly exift in
Tanjore : that, thus the Nabob is griev-
oufly injured, in his neareft, deareft,
and moft facred rights: that the Com-
pany and Britifs nation are much injured
in point of finance: that an example of
encroachment is exhibited to the eyes of

K Call
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all India; and a gbvemmént eftablithed,

in one of its provinces, which, having

- its foundation on no right, cannot dif-

N

penfe juftice, the great end of all go-
vernment: that, when the treaty of Fe-
bruary 1787, was negotiating between
the Nabob-and the Madras government,
he reprefented to them, that the fums
demanded from him were of fuch a vaft
magnitude as he was fully convinced his
country was by no means able to bear;
and Governor Campbell, in confequence
of the Nabob’s reprefentations, agreed,
in a public letter, previous to the exe-
cution of the treaty, that an abatement
of two lacks of pagodas per annum
fhould be made in his kifts, if the reve-
nues were formed unequal to the pay-
ment : that the Company’s fervants have
refufed to allow him this annual abate-
ment, though the Nabob offered to fub-

mit
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mit the accounts of his receipts to the
infpection of fuch perfons as the Go-
vernor and Council fhould think proper
to appoint for that purpofe : that by the
faid treaty of 1787, it was ftipulated,
that in the event of any failure in the
kifts from the want of rain, or other
unforefeen calamities, a deduéion fthould
be made to the extent of the injury
which the revenues might thereby fuf-
tain: that thé¢ Company’s fervants have
alfo refufed to conform to this ftipula-
tion, and to allow him any deduion in
his kifts on account of failure in his re-
venues from the want of rain, though it
was well-known to them that they had
fuffered in a very great degree from an
unufual drought of four fucceflive years,
and their own jaghire had fuffered
greatly from the fame caufe, and for
which they had granted remiffion to

K2 their
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their own rentors: that by the fame
treaty it was agreed and ftipulated, that
the Nabob fhould be furnifhed annually
with an accurate account, thewing the
number of troops maintained, and the
names and fituations of the garrifons
fupported by the annual contributions,
and particularly the troops and garrifons
maintained by the nine lacks of pagodas
annually contributed by his Highnefs to
the general defence : that it is now up-
wards of three and a half years fince the
execution of that treary, yet the Nabob
has not been furnifhed with any account
whatever, not even of the dividends
made to his private creditors ; and though
be is to pay nearly one half of the ex-
pences of the late war in The Carnatic,
and the Company receive yearly about
four lacks of pagodas under that head,
yet they will not afcertain the guantum

of



t

|

[ 69 1]

of thofe expences, or furnith him with
any account to fhew when his payments
therein are to havean end : that, by the
1 5th article of the aforefaid treaty, it is
alfo ftipulated, that, whenever the Com-
pany fhall enter into any negotiations,
wherein the interefts of The Carnatic
and its dependencies, may be concerned,
the Prefident in Council of Fort Saint
George fhall communicate the proceed-
ings to his Highnefs the Nabob of TZe
Carnatic, as the firm ally of the Com-
pany, and that he thall be informed of
all meafures which fhall relate to the
declaring of war, or making peace
with any of the Princes of Hindoflan,
fo far as the interefts of The Carnatic
may be immediately concerned therein ;
and the name of his Highnefs fhall be
inferted in all treaties regarding The

Carnatic :
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Carnatic : that great preparations for
war were made for feveral months to-
gether, and negotiations entered into
with the Nizam and the Mabratta
States, and treaties finally made with
thofe powers by the Company’s Govern-
ments in India : that fo far from con-
forming to that article of the treaty,
the Nabob was not informed of any
of the proceedings regarding  thofe
‘negotiations, until after they had
been concluded, and the treaties ex-
ecuted, and even then no further than
being furnithed with copies of the trea-
ties with the Nizam and the Mabrattas,
.in which neither his name nor T4e Car-
natic are fo much as mentioned : that
the army has been affembled, and hofti-
lities have been -commenced ‘againft
fl’z}b}oo, for feveral months paft, with-

out
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out giving the Nabob any information
relative to the operations of the war,
though he is expected to pay nearly one
half the expence thereof : that the grain
of his country, in which the greateft
part of his revenues confifts, the plough-
ing cattle, and the hufbandmen, were
feized for the ufe of the army, whereby
he was deprived of the means of realiz-
ing the actual refources of his country :
that, after having taken thefe fteps, the -
Company’s Government at Madras drew
up an incorret and unjuft account

‘ againft the Nabob, by fupprefling the

redu&ion to be made on the new ar-
rangement and the allowance to be
granted by treaty for failure of crops in
bad feafons, whereby they made appear.
a large balance in favour of the Com-

pany, and, without fo much as com-

paring
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paring it with the Nabob’s ftatement,
thus tranfmitted it to the Government
General of Bengal, which was thereby
erroncoufly led to order the fequeftra-
tion of his country : that, in dire& breach
of the aforefaid treaty of 1787, and in
defiance of the laws of nations, they
carried the faid orders of the Govern=
ment General into the moft rigorous ex-
ecution, feized the Adminiftration of
his country by force of arms, commit-
ted a&s of barbarity towards many of
his princi.pal fervants and fubje&ts, men
of family and diftin@ion, throughout
the countries, and, inthe face of all the
Princes and powers, and the European
nations, in India, in the face of his ene=
mies, and of his own fubje&ts and de-
pendants, have indelibly injured his ho-
nour, infulted his dignity, and reduced

him
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him to the mere thadow of the Prince
of The Carnatic: that the’Nabob has
now been the moft faithful and ftedfaft
ally of the Englifb nation, during a pe-
riod of near fifty years: that he has
gone hand in hand with them at all
times of adverfity as well as profperity,
and has devoted his whole life and for-
tune to their welfare: that, after all,
inftead of enjoying repofe and tranquil«
lity which he had expected would have
been the reward of his long and faithful
attachment to the Engl/ifb nation, his
latter days are embittered with aggra-
vated misfortune and affli&ion, and his
grey hairs treated with derifion and con-
tempt : that there are many other griev-
ances under which the Nabob labours,
but which the eftablithing a general
line, that muft not be tranfgrefled, will

L remove :
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remove : that, in fetting forth the grieva
ances he has explained, he has avoided
to dccufe or blame individuals : that re-
drefs is his obje@, and not revenge; and
that, content with receiving juftice for
the future, he wants no retribution for
paft injuries : that he is willing to afcribe
fome public encroachments upon his
rights to the Company’s being ignorant
of the limits of their own; and far be
it from his heart to lay to the charge of a
great nation, whom he efteems, ad-
mires, and loves, thofe enormities, en-
croachments, and oppreffions, which
paflions of various kinds have fuggefted
to individuals ; that the Nabob of ¢
Carnatic fends this his Petition to the
Honourable the ‘Commons of Great
Britain in Parliament affembled, as the
‘Compdny of Merchants of England

: trading
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trading to The Eaff Indies, and their
concerns, are peculiarly under their in-
fpe@ion and controul; and therefore
praying the Houfe to take the premifes
into their confideration, and to do in
them as to the Houfe fhall feem fit.
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