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Foreword.

— ppy—

I had very gient pleasme 1 gowng through
this book fiom stait to fhush  To me 1t appeais
to be a novel ciop n the held of Tamil Lateratue
for the following among other reasons (1) The
hero, a staunch Vaishnwite, has been depicted
in 1 mannel which ende us him cven to the staunch
Sawvarce of Shivaln Evidently the author by very
cuefully avaided all controver sial sectannn topics
(2} The style 1s quite fiee from orentaliom of
wy kind and lows 1 geatle thy thm hike the tiny
npples of a4 calm strcam  Nerther hughly  ambi-
tious, nor descending to the common plice and
colloquibem, 1t gves 1tonce, that clecainess of
cxpostion wnd simplicity of language, which form
the basws of every Living lanpunage

The chowce of words and the aptquotations—
some of them modifted haie and thete—do so well
fut mto the subject matter that 1t 15 quickly
adapted even of aftet a smgle 1eading  This 1s
the soit of the style to be cultivated 1 the Tamil
sylltbus of ows High School classes Thetefaic,
the aunthor, humself o High School Tamil
Pandit, deservs to be congtatulated i Lawving
mtioduced into the Tamul wold, a litcratate
of the much desired type
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Chapters 1 to 5 e smooth sailimg while
chapters 6 and 1o are rathe: monotonus, but this
15 only a monotong neccssary to the character ol
1 hera who has dedicated his life to the scivice of
his God and his devoted through apparently a List
of plgimm centres 11 southern India, 1t 18 1 Vishnu
Puranam m a nut shell, as, the allusions expluned
tt promses Lo ennch the minds of the thoughtiul
readers

‘The author has tned to give sntisfacthion even
to the adveise cutic 1n justifying the hero’s con-
duct as a pluindeicr and 1. robber Fou, If he 1obbed
the a thastic nich, 1t was to reward the poo
devotees, and if he plundered the opulent, he fed
the needy, “who, taught bv these, confess the
Almmghty just”

A K PADMANABHACHAR, BA, LT,
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