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PREFACE

*“ The Soul of India is the Village. ”*

" One of the most important Economic problems of
India is the decline of the Indian village. This problem

has not sufficiently attracted the attention of the
educated Indians.’*

There has been in recent times everywhere a
tendency to desert villages and migrate to towns, pro-
ducing that complex phenomenon in social and economic
life known as ‘‘ Ciwilisation.” In thus migrating from
villages to towns the Indians are giving up the spiritual
ideal of their forefathers in favour of the western mate-
rialistic ideals. “India practises the art of simplifying
her natural wants so that she may be more self-centred
and self-sufficient and may cultivate her moral and
spiritual  life with  greater leisure and assiduity.
The materialistic West has already begun to feel the
pressure ot her multiplying wants and in the feverish
pursuit of the materials and instruments, she begins to
realisc that she is missing the inward satisfaction which
1s the end and goal. India can never wholly lose her
discipline of the limitation of wants and the concentration
of activities for the development of the Soul.”*

Whatever may be the causes of the above change of
\deals that is coming over India, shrewd men in all

il A —

e T —— i g

* Radhakamal Mukar ji—Foundation of Indian Economics.
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quarters have realised that large towns and cities are the
graveyards of men’s wealth, health and morality.

The indebtedness of rural agriculturists, and the
poverty and wretchedness of the large majority of those
who struggle for existence in towns are only too well-
known.

Educationists, Reformers and Statesmen are each 1in
their own way endeavouring to cure the ills bred by this
dire disease of Civilisation. Growth in the number of
doctors and drugs has not always been followed by a
diminution of diseases. DBut there is a healthy change
coming about in the modern treatment of ills, t.e., from
the therapeautic to the prophylactic, i.¢., from the curative
to the preventive treatment. An application of this new
method to Indian ills would mean—Back to the wvillage.
The chief aim of every Indian patriot should be the
revival of village life for the people. And it 15 admitted
““that no movement 1s traught with greater possibilities
for the moral and economic betterment of villages than
co-operation.’”

‘“ Before we can have a fully developed democracy
the nation at large must possess those moral characteristics
which have enabled co-operators to introduce democratic

self-government into a certain portion of the industry,
commerce and finance of the nation. It i1s therefore as
moral reformers that co-operators deserve a place in the
vanguard ot progress.” t

* Radhakamal Mukarji=—Foundaticn of Indian Economics.
+ Mrs. Sidney Webb,
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It 15 a happy sign of the times, that side by side
with the growing desire for democratic self-government
on the part ot the pcople, there 1s also set on foot among
the people—The Co-operative Movement—to enable them
to cultivate the capactty for self-help and self-government
in looking atter thetr own cencerns financial, commer-
cial and i1ndustrial. As yet in India the movement i1s but
in its infancy ; and the people who are called upon to
put into practice the method known as Co-operation, are
not in a position to grasp the economic and the ethical
principles underlying the co-operative system which in
1its material form and structure 1s a plant of foreign
growth.

England and Germany have each 1its own co-opera-
tive history and the student of co-operation in our
country must needs acquaint himself with the best
product of co-opcration in these countries. The Litera-
ture of Co-operation 15 mainly 1n foreign languages.
Co-operators tn India are mostly willagers unacquainted
with any but their own vernacular languages. Therefore
every Indian who would help in the dissemination of
co-operative literaturc must welcome any contributton 1n
vernaculars to the literatur. of co-operation.

The author of this booklet 1s known to me person-
ally and is an ardent worker in the field ol co-operative
propaganda. In my co-operative excursions into the

villages of the Tanjore District, he has been a fellow-
worker. He has written several usetul tracts in Tamil
on co-operative subjects and is a diligent contributor to

the Tamil Periodicals of our Presidency. His faith in
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the efficacy of the movement as a moral regenerator of
mankind, his extensive knowledge of co-operative litera-
ture and the ease with which he writes Tamil, justly
entitle his book to be read by all co-operators in the Tamil
country.

As an ardent fellow-worker in co-operative propa-
ganda, I commend this to all well-wishers of co-operation
in this Presidency.

It 1s in the ftness of things that the author has

dedicated the book to the first members of the Triplicane
Urban Co-operative Society.

KUMBAKONAM, 2 T. K. HANUMANTHA RAU.

20th July, 1923.
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