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I claim, Sir, to come from a country, a part in India now,
but which I think is of a different stock, not necessarily
antagonistic. I belong to the Dravidian Stock. I am proud to call
myself a Dravidian. That does not mean that I am against a
Bengali or a Maharashtrian or a Gujarathi. As Robert Burns has
stated, "A man is a man for all that, I say that I belong to the
Dravidian stock, and that is only because I consider that the
Dravidians have got something concrete, something distinct,
something different to offer to the nation at large. Therefore it is
that we want self-determination."
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HIml YBs @ weatarGy Feumd alCeasmearbs T
Qame@mmiT:

The Madras Presidency is the habitat of the Tamil race
whose civilization was the most ancient and a branch of whom
called the Sumerians, spread a vast civilization on the banks of!
the Euphrates, in very ancient times, whose astrology, religious
lore, morals furnished the foundation for the Assyrian, and
Babylonian civilization, and whose mythology was the source
of the Christian Bible. Another branch of the Tamilians spread
from the Malabar coast, and gave rise to the wonderful Egyptla
civilization, and the Aryans also are indebted to this race in many
respects.
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During the Vedic age we have reason to infer that the
Tamilians or Dravidians inhabited this land from the Himalayas
to Cape Comerin and beyond and several of the Tamil Princes
in Northern India were well versed in the philosophy of the

Arrivars. Probably it was to one of these rulers, that the four
Brahmans of the Chandokya Upanishad resorted for spiritual
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enlightenment. In the process of time it came to pass that many
of the ideal and words of this system found a prominent place in
some of the Vedic songs and Upanishads, and a cycle of Sanskrit
literature called Tantric or Agamic came into being as adoptions
of the mystic lore of Tamil hymns. (The Hindu culture and
Modern Age - Page - 381)
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Oup @bss s LeTarTsefe ROHAUDTEST6HT, a5
Couatong umés wpiquid. smevg@er CLTEH @bs (LoD
CpHuiles  Imhs  Absamaruio CsmhaeEnCo  Casll
umL_evsem  HevabPlaid 2 uflghiseflain  QeeftiLL_g
sefldgish Cgmemmid emasuileo @b QupbmieTerer.

@ anflum’ B SIPLILITL_V&EhHeT 855 Tsersb
(Mystic) gyeinfars Lm_dsmer yiLig Gu SailwsrsGe
FOPEBS QusSutisenar o sefiifanss sremiLED
sMh@fsn,  oswbd  Wsorar  FTESrhsET @wmbmrs
uL@eenenr  ereiiy  @pmosmd  sTS5OM  GHCIGSnm.
snSGfl  eTedim  HTEH GGz ot Casios
Canis@o Gorésid o 6merar o6, QurgCrgsio
2 GTemaIT  GTTUSHEHTHCa.

Ogerarssgler  Csmermdu  yleurfler 9} LpLoGoT
2 ITa|E6T OIBTL_TUTGT &(hSgISS6T au_Gomfluiles @)i1b



21
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"The Vedic culture which resembles that of the Homeric
Greeks or the Celtic Irish at the beginning of the Christian era,
or that of the pre-Christian Teutons and Salves becomes
transformed in the epics into the Hindu culture through the
influence of Dravidians. The Aryan idea of worship during the
earliest period was to call on the Father sky or some other shining
one to look from on high on the sacrificer, and receive from him ;
the offering of fat or flesh; cakes and sura drink. But soon puja |
or worship takes the place of Homa or sacrifice. Image worship |
which was a striking feature of the Dravidian faith was accepted |
by the Aryans. The ideals of vegetarianism and non violence
(Ahimsa) also developed. The Vedic tradition has dominated by
the Agama and today Hindu culture shows the influence of the
(Dravidian) Agama as much as that of the Vedas. The Aryan
and the Dravidian do not exist side by side in Hinduism. Contact
with the highly civilised Dravidians led to the transformation of]] =
Vedism into a theistic religion".
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agerhn 4 &flwur Ga.enb. uemfllgast (A survey of
Indian History) @eueurmy Qsiflallsgiememmi:

The doctrine of the Aryan origin of the Indian civilization
which finds no support in Indian literature, which does not
rcon51der the Dasus as uncivilised, is the result of the theories of
'Indo Germanic' scholars who held that everything valulable in
the world originated from the Aryans. Not only is Indian
civilization pre-vedic but the essential features of Hindu religion
as we know is to day, were present in MohenjoDaro. "There is
enough in fragments we have recovered" says Sir John Marshall
about the religious articles found in the sites, "to demonstrate
that.... this religion of Indus people was the lineal progenitor of
Hinduism". In fact Siva and Kali, the worship of Lingam and
other features of popular Hinduism were well established in India
long before the Aryans came".
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msiupnl  anbleeagedr Syt Gemw&pmT,  "In
Southern India, Brahmanism has remained more fiercely mili-
tant than in any other part of India, chiefly perhaps nowhere had
it wielded such absolute power within times which may perhaps
still be called recent." (Indi@ Unrest - P.37)
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Sir C. Sankaran Nair provoked a controversy in December,
1904, when he said in a speech, that India "will never and ought
not to be called into the councils of the Empire (UK) until we
show we have fully and frankly accepted those principles of
equality and brotherhood, upon which the British Government
is based. @EHwTelGev o irerm wésafl_$Hv  Fioggleuptb,
2 Lafipiiy 2 flemouyd  erbu L me sy H5HSISHHS
BTD 5585 OQuppeiserms 28675  Heneuiev,
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‘Qbg’ swmmi@mg),  Sankaran Nair was criticised for
saying this, by a reader of the 'Hindu', who called himself
"Plainspeaker”". ojing  erap@weut  shsger  Hrwrfler
sss  sany by @Qhg YIMuGses sysw
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JLYHGS s Fb TWIHEDTT. g  @Hgiald
Geuefloupgisireng). The Tamil Poet Subramania Bharati came

_ to Sankaran Nair's rescue, with a letter in which he said, what

the eminent social reformer means to say is simply this. There
can be no political emancipation without the feeling of
nationality. There can be no feeling of nationality where the caste
system is prevalent or rather say (as some hypocritical men want
/ us to believe, that the caste system is prevalent in all human
' communities) where the "Jati" (caste) system is prevalent, the
wonderful system which makes a pariah philanthropist inferior
to a Brahmin go-between. ump@ui@iewL w 519 5550
sTemTlLbeug @S Q)Fs aBETSHLD  eTaaD  FTH
S|eOLOLIL, umpwetsll  Umbg  2engmms6l&ssveuid
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el _LIUC H6TTeng)| 6TeTLSLI LTSS Caucsar@lLd. yeurT
smiGpmr.  Is it doubted in any quarter, that in England a
cobbler boy with necessary merit finds his path clear to the
premiership? QsmliLg ®sE8paeT gmLs SSHenL_ww
ales @QmUder  @hufomhSe Lysoymaed GTGITLIGN
gagTag  sHGs855 W wor  erer&mmT.  And is it not
treason in India to believe that a Sudra (not to speak of a
Panchama) with an unparralleled knowledge of Sanskrit scripture
and with exceptional goodness and piety can ever aspire to the
| SEAT of Sringeri? s1op8) w5586 Qenemruileverrs aensuiley
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Why will people be so wilfully blind? Why do they refuse
to find any difference between a mountain and a molehill? Where
is Great Britain and alas! Where is India?

GTHMSMS  D&ESET 26 2auThgib, TG
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The National Congress, I readily concede, has some of
India's best sons in its ranks and its aspirations are of the
worthiest. But does anybody seriously believe, that a man who
in his stony heart, condemns a babe widow to perpetual misery
might be worthy to be placed at the helm of a rising people?

G smays @pSHwmeailsr Fnbs wellsT (Gamever)
Hovany et Femeveniowllev GUDHHSEDG! eTTLIMSU|LD,
96T  CHTGSHSET 2 WTHHM6  GTGBTLIMSULD  [HT6T
@ssemC eUis Qamet&Gner. g uflanib, @emd GlLiewr
RS  sawaimar  @pbsTe  eTaranEG  CETHIb
SlSTLISZD 2 1pavih efllgamanunsGear @\ mEsCaletHn 6T6TN)
Qamevdn s OBehaFemL_w  meuT, 61WFH  Gubm)
QUHLD @EFI LOGHEHEL I SHVAITTS JOTESSUILIGUSDSS
SGHWenL_weuT eTeiim) eTeugmuilenitd 2 erentoufley HLOLeuT?
BLOLI  (LpLg ujLom?



36

Bharathi, who signed himself as a member of the Madras
Soc1al Reform Association, added, "Without social reform, our
polmcal reform is a dream, a myth, for social slaves can never
‘w really understand political liberty. And until and unless our social
\conferences prove a success, our National Congress is nothing
but glare and dust."
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Referring to democracy Anna said, "Democracy is not a
mere form of government alone - it is an invitation to a new life
- an experiment in the art of sharing responsibilities and benefits
- an attempt to generate and coordinate the inherent energy in
each individual for the common task. Hence, we cannot afford
to waste a single talent, impoverish a single man or woman or
allow a single individual to be stunted in growth or held under
tyranny and the universities should, through the graduates it sends
forth year after year, annihilate the forces that attempt at
aggrandisement and tyranny, fight against caste and hypocrisy
and enthrone human dignity".
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Being Dravidians, the inhabitants of Mohenjo-
Daro and Northern India naturally spoke a
Dravidian language, yet this language was not
one of the Dravidian languages now spoken in
India, but probably their parent, which may be
called proto-Dravidian. The largest proportion
of the words used in the Proto-Dravidian are also
found in Tamil. This confirms the common belief
that Tamil is the oldest of the present languages.

— H. Heras — Light of the Mohenjadaro
riddles,
The New Review Vol. IV No. 9
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