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SENDALAI

Southern face-carved pillar
Bhutagana frieze and the
inscribed wall containing 9th
and 10th century inscriptions of
Rajak=sarivarman alias Aditya I
and Parantaka I. Chola kingse.

Southern face —Image of Brahma
separately installed

Garbhagraha and Vimana of the
Central Shrine-morden Sundares-
wara Shrine (old temple of Tirup-
perundurai Mahadeva)-Northern
tace.






SENDALAI

—_——

Sendalai is a small village about 2 miles east of
Tirukattapalli, on the road to Kandiyur and it is situated
on the southern bank of the Kudamuructi, a branch of
the Kaveri. ’ ;

It has an old temple, now known as the Sundareswara
temple but according to the inscriptions on its wallss
it was koown in the past as the temple of Lord
Mahadeva of Perundurai situated in Chandralekhai
Chaturvedimangalam (the ancient name of Sendalai)
included in Arcottukkurram and thisagain formed
part of Pandya Kulasani Valanadu during the days
of Chola hegemony. This is said to be a Brahmadheya
village. :

There are about 40 inscriptions en the walls of this
temple covering the period of nearly 500 years from
the latter part of the 8th Century A. D. (Citca.
781 A, D.) to the 13th century (1265 A. D),

The earliest name of the deity of this temple is
Lord Mahadeva of Tirupperundurai, and it is
mentioned in an inscription of the 16th year of i1a
Pandyan king Maranjadaiyan, and this inscription is
found on a stone on the left of the entrance to
the Vigneswara shrine in the western prakara of this
temple-not on the vimana of the main shrine. And
the earliest inscription on the walls of the central
shrine is that of the 2nd year of the early Chola king
Rajakesarivarman, who may be identified with Aditya I

1 ;
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(871-907 A. D.) and the Anbil copper plates of
the Cholas mention, to the credic of Aditya T,
the building in honour of Siva tall stone temples
on both banks of the Kaveri from the Sahyadri mountains
(the western ghats) to the ocean, From this we have
to infer that the temple of Sendalai too should have
been in the early period a brick - structure and it was
buile of stone in the latter part of the gth century
A, D, by Adityal  or his subjects.

Another interesting point to consider here is the
name of Tirupperundurai. We know that this is the
name of the place where the famous Saiva Saint Manikka-
vasagar attained his enlightenment and spiritual beatitude.

Whether this place was in any_way connected with
the life of this saint, we don’t know. Anyhow, 1t
seems reasonable to assume that it was named after

the illustrious place hallowed by the memory of the
great saint.

~ The next point to discuss is the identification
of Maranjadaiyan, the Pandya king in whose 16th year
one Nili Narani made a gift of 8 kalanjus of gold
from whose interest a day lamp (use aforé), was to
be burnt in the shrine of Lord Mahadeva of Tirupperun-
‘durai.  The managers of the temple (koil udaiyar) agreed
to butn the lamp, and the gift was placed under the

protection of the Perumakkal of the place and the
Maheswaras,

Hete is the . text of the inscriptions :—

eveauevgigh CeTdrnes smLwbhE Wit
1Baig BEL0OLGHa® want Coaise shéE@y
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There are many inscriptions with the name of
Maranjadaiyan and more than one Pandya king has
assumed the name of Maranjadaiyan and so the identifi-
cation becomes difficult, and I am inclined to identify
him with the famous Pandya ruler Jatilavarman
Parantaka Nedunjadaiyan ailiass Varaguna
Maharaja whose accession is fixed at about 765 A. D.
for the following reasons:- Varaguna made extensive
conquests as far north as the Pennai river in the
Tondainadu. There is a record of the 8th year of
Maranjadaiyan at Kumbakonam then called Kudamukku.

At Niyamam 4 miles away from this place, a Servant
of Videl Vidugu Mutharaiyan made a gift of land for a
lamp and food offerings to Makala Pidari of Niyamam
in the 10th year of Maranjadaiyan. Further che
Trichinopoly insctiption of this king clinches the issue.
In cthe 4th year 2501th day, that is about bis 10th year,
Maranjadaiyan alias Pandiyadhiraja Varaguna
deva gave a gift of 125 kalanjus of gold to Tirumal
Bhatarar (at Trichirapalli) while he was staying at
Niyamam after destroying the walls of the fort. of
Vembil (Perhaps identifical with modern Veppathur),

Here is the text:—
“GaTLTDED FEL_WMNEG W ([H BTG (EEI6T
)5 muly San e s H (e ) Canbd 35 wHed oy
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Based on this circumstantial evidence, I think that
we may draw the inference that the Maranjadaiyan of
this place is identical with Varaguna Pandya who
ascended the throne about 765 A. D. . If this inference
is correct, then the inscription of Maranjayan which
mentions the deity of Mahadeva of Tirupperundurat
should have existed earlier than 781 A. D., that is more
than 1170 years ago. How long eatlier, we are not
in a position to guess, as so many things of the past
shrouded in mystery.

About this period, it hasto be remembered that
the Chola power had become completely eclipsed and
the Pallavas (Dantivarman 775-826 A, D.) and Nandi-
varman III of Tellaru fame (826-849 A.D.) in the
north and the Pandyas in the south (Varaguna 765-
815 A. D.) wete the two powerful royal dynasties that

ruled over this part of the Tamil land. And it was
j on the decline of the Pandyas and the Pallavas about

the middle of the gth Century A, D. that the Cholas
of Tanjore under Parakesari Vijayalaya (850-871 A. D))
and Aditya Rajakesarivarman, (871-go7 A. D.j rose to
power, and started a new era of expansion and glory
for South India.

Nearly a century rolled on when we came to
the reign of the Chola ruler Rajakesari Varman alias
Aditya I (871-907 A. D.) I have already stated that
the present temple might have been built of stone
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in his reign. In an inscription of his second year
(8373 A. D.) three persons make a gift of 15 kalanjus
of gold frem whose interest the managers of the temple
agteed to give an Olaku of ghee for the burning
of a perpetual lamp to Mahadeva, of Tirupperundurai
situated in the Brahmadeya (village of) Chandralekhai
Chatutvedimangalam which formed a part of Arcottuk-
kuram. (Arcot is a small village 3 miles to the
south west of Tirukattupalli) ;

caveuen@ ff  CGamgrgy  Csenflauto®mé s
wremr® aeug onst BS & hHpsg  Lfb
CGzwud #5875 Cams gtGaud wWRSHSH DL
Oumbsiemp wenTGseuisE,

It is hete for the first time that we learn that
it was a brahmadeya village, a village given as a gift
to brahmans and it was called Chandralekhai
Chaturvedimangalam whose corruption is Senda-
lai, its modern name.

: Another important inscription of the oth year
of this ruler (880 A D.) deserves special mention
and therefore to be quoted in extenso:—

“enauen® b Cargrey  Caenfleufin b wime G
B-o0u 8 Bfi&ESTBS & hpns s IibuCsuld sty
Caems & s1tCad whsas g QLEEEH FeuCunD
@leugyi gL d s apes b GHUdd UTT S UEGS
Canuioons srashd adppubEg [1] GaGeanm L
G Qeugyt WibwvgTarss BGsmbafl srl @
Qaussr @i aienL_wrer ouiyGuws L Tyer oG
1955 DDLU S @5 HFPujd LELTF Sl AT &S5
@ u @ b Ly eduy 958w Csr59159
DAUSTETN W55 5 FABGEEHESHFMT LI L @SS
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Qpidunss FB5Cs1d evaLGuimb. @bdatb
dery Quubigeanunt GQdigyf 19tibwevstarsCs
Qoig BeBud  Wh LMISD  WTHSSETLSTS.
Quunlstermib 691195505 @) puicdurst
L5 gl Gl 13é5 GOSCsTD. GLimsiemN
evemLGuimid.”

- This document is very impottant and interesting
from many points of view:- The great  Assembly
(Perumguri Sabhai) of this place bought a piece of
land (One pangu) and donated it to a person for
the expounding everyday of the Mahabharata in the
hall of the temple built by one Vennaiyil Udayar
Vaira Megha Bhataran and the land was made
tax free and it was further stipulated chat it was
to be enjoyed by the present donee and in future
so long as the sun and moon endure by one who
did  this service in the hall of the temple,

And we learn further that this Pangu of land
was in the 53 Kudumbu of the place. The word
Kudumbu means to use a modern exptession ‘ward.’
[t is interesting to recall that in 921 A. D. the sabha
of Uttirameru Chaturvedimangalam made detailed arrange-
ments for the election by pot tickets (Kudavolai)
of the members of the various committees of the
general assembly and prescribed their qualifications
and disqualifications.  Uttiramerur had only 30 wards
whereas Chandralekhai Chaturvedimangalam had more
than 53 wards, 1. e. nearly‘twice the size of Uttiramerur.
The functioning of these local self-governing bodies
eatlier than Uttieramerur by 42 years is of grear
significance in the history of local self-government in
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Southern India. There are other inscriptions of this
raler in chis temple which mainly refer to gift of
lands and food offerings to the deity.

Three 1inscriptions of Parakesarivarman  who can
be identified with the Parantaka I (acc. go7 A. D.)
the son and successor of Aditya I are found here.
One of them makes an endowment of 150 Illakasu
for the construction of a tank called (Virasikhamanip
pereri and providing stone steps therefor.

On the South wall of the main shrine there is
an inscription of the 4th year of Parakesarivarman
“who took the head of the Pandya” that is Aditya II
(955-969 A. D.) and it makes an endowment of
land for burning three Sandi lamps and for special
food offerings to Ganapati.

On the west wall there is an incomplete record
of Rajendra Chola the conqueror of Gangai and
Kadaram (ace. 1012 A D) '

 An inscription of the 44th year of Kulottunga I
(that is 1114 A. D.) provides for the gift of oil
and food offerings on Saturdays to Lord Mahadeva
of Tirupperundurai in Chandrelekhat » Chaturvedimanga-
lam,

Neatly afcer the lapse of a century and a half
subsequent to the previous record we have on the

second Gopura of the temple an inscription of the
1oth year of the Hoysala king Viva Ramanatha (that
is 1265 A. D.) but the inscription is too mutilated
to. make any sense.
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Thus we get only a few glimpses of the past
glory of this place.

Some of the sculptutes of stone found in this temple
have been removed from this temple to the Art gallery
housed in the palace at Tanjore and these belong to the
oth century A. D. the period of Adiya I (acc. 871 A. D.)
in whose reign the present central shrine of the temple

should have been built.

Further Note on Sendalai.

Sendalai has also an additional importance. There
are four granite stone pillars used for the consttuction
of the mandapa in front of the temple. These pillars
originally belonged to the temple of Makalattup-
Pidariyar of Niyamam (modern Nemam) about
4 miles to the west of Sendalai. Niyamam was the
capital of local tribal chiefs called the Muttaraiyars,
who had played a distinuguished part in the 8th & gth

centuries 1n S, India.

On these pillars we have an inscription of the
1oth year of Pandya Maranjadaiyan: an inscription
of Pallava Nandivarman III (326-849 A. D.) in
addition to the original insc'riptiovn of Perumpidugu
Mutharaiyan alias Svaran Maran the general
of the Pallava King Nandivarman Pallava-
malla II (710-775 A. D.) The last chieftain
constructed a temple to Makalattup Pidariyar
at Niyamam. The places he destroyed, his birudas,
the names of the poets who sang his praise, and
the Tamil songs they composed in honour of this
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Local Legends sculptured in the Eastern
Gopuram |-st tier.
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chief are inscribed on those four pillats.  The inscription
mentions three generations of Muthariyars and they are:

Perampidaga  FPatbaraivan alias

Ravavap MParan

flangovadi $Puatbariyan alias

PParap GParameswaran
|

Perampiduga  PPatbharaivap alias
Svaran PParan

The following are some of the birudas of Perumpi-
dugu Muthariyan alias Svaran Maran:—

Sri Maran

Sri Satrukesari

Sri Kalvarkalvan

Sri Adisahasan

Sri Abhimanadhiran.

The following are the names of the Tamil Poets:-—

Vel Namban of Pachil

llamperumanar of Kottaru
Kuvavan Kanjan
Achariyar Aniruddhar.

QuEBDIEIBEG PSS LTS FaUJ 6T LT DHI6T SO
b, Leeveut Cugrs ald Q6T QT Tib B s P nts
L el Gr o1y e T m (96T GUHLDT M- GG
Qe sred (&. 9. 7T10—779.):

2
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North wall — Central shrina.
(A. R-No 59 of 1897)
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Inscription of Nandivarman III who won a victory
over the enemy on the banks of the river Tellaru.
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South wall, Central Shrine
A. R. No 6 of 1899.

oveven @ wip (11) urewrw.wsr Fev@sT e @sm
(urGsen )ifl evaro(ir )& wireor®
4-00 G| @ DESTL B Fo DS 5 LI @ Guih #bgyGQe
s FaMCaus whswsa) HaLiuap—

a@on wanr@saiés Quapeaers g Qsrar gri

msrgruerar @ory F(iww)ar T8 ($)S

e Aes @@ ug (L) eTamdmTure) apar o &h8
(y)w ders@asMingnes
G0ss Hob BPssmPég FuwiG 6—yi(san ja
(D) 655 Qoas

6 (uTIsETe)asE & e—F AT s g CussS@mL_........

7

8

e el & s & (b )—
el aT @B ger wiGgeear Lsse (ldbsrar®)
: Ll
2] @(ar[bémz_ wréBgliar Gurssse erflliLgr se b

- (d)



10

11

12

30
arm 4-wredar Curss G 1 Caruic) SareaGwriéES
Briser (Bar)mb o $87($)85 mrar prr@ e @it
20 Bsmarub Syep—
g Qe greew 1958 5 Qsrar® §sSor 25575
REPELL L BEICE)
Qeiugrseb @ gew () uearwr @an
' Faugm - 0wy

Inscription No. 11.

10

1
Z

Wall — Outer Gopuras
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SENDALAI

Inscription of the 9th year of Rajakesarivarman, (alias) Aditya I i. e. 880 A.D. It makes provision for the expounding of Sri Mahabharatham
by making a gift of one pangu in the 53rd Kudumbu (i. e. ward) of Chandralekhai - Chaturvedimangalam (modern Sendalai).
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Inscription No 17.

South wall - Central shrine

A. R. No. 14 of 1899
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