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Director ofs Agriculture, HCadras.

The idea of presenting agricultural improvements
to the public, in the form of a drama,

was first suggested by

9]1/1 5 b\(\) gzctmam(mi-p:

Director of Agriculture.
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Deputy Director of Agriculture
T richinopoly

(us 2 mark of sincere respect for his innate generosity
; and tnstinted patronage)
Y

THE AUTHOR




FOREWORD

./C\\. 21.

ADVOCATE
TRICHINOPOLY.

In these days when problems of agriculture are
engaging the attention of those interested in the welfare
of our country, it is essential to remind peasant proprietors
to the necessity of bestowing direct and personal care to
the cultivation of land. They are often attracted to urban
areas and there, instead of maintaining the basic industry,
of the country, spend more than what is earned from the
_teni paid by cultivating tenants. ~Ii this and other ways
rgany opulent and prominent families have gone to ruin,

. The Drama written by Mr. S. Mahadeva Ayyar
Agr1cultura1 Demonstrator of Ariyalur, depicts vividly

nd forcibly this deplorable state of affairs. I was pre-
sent when the first scene was enacted at the end of
the Agricultural Conference in Srirangam, and I was
struck with the pains taken hy the author to inculcate
the moral of the play and exemplify itin simple lang-
uage. I have no doubt that if in Schools and Colleges
this little drama be enacted, it must focus public attention
to the necessity for greater interest being taken in lands,
than in mere literary education, which, in these days,
spells but unemployiment. I commend this little book
of Mr. Mahadeva Ayyar alike to educational authorities
and landed proprietors and trust that the author’s purpos®
w11;l be achieved by their sympathy and support.

g. @eéiﬁ aelhan
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G. REJAGOPAL PILLAT F.R. H. S.

o GG SN

BIKSHANDARKOVIL
PRSIDENT DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION
TRICHINOPOLY.

- Ihad the pleasure of attending this Drama staged on
3-1-1934 by’ young: students, during the Exhibition week
at Srirangam. - It was of absorbing interest, and proved
a powerful appeal to the public to go “back to the land”."
The truth 9ga1n'oaa)a)frm e T gy slnss. 488’ s
embodied in the story. The plot is new and original quite
in keeping with the modern times of economic depression
wherem the' Agncultunsts are the most hard hit.

Enterprises in such fields have not beew attempted at
till now, and I earnestly wish that similar plays are written,
as they form the best means of Education to the masses
as well as a'lesson to the rising generation. The Author
of the play and the pupils of Ariyalur School, who staged
it so very successfully, are heartily congradulated for the
new. impetus they have given.

=
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M. A-. B.L.M.L.C..

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR. AND PRESIDENT DISTRICT BOARD
TRICHINOPOLY.,

“The Drama “Back To THE LAND"” written by

Mr S. Mahadeva Aiyar Agricultural Demonstrator Ariyalur
‘s an excellent one. It is conceived in the best interests
of our Agricultural population, who are at present neglecting
their Jands and migrating into towns where they fall an
ieasy prey to vicious and extravagant habits:: The play
has a special significance at the present time when the
income from the lands has to be increased by the adoption
of better methods and more remunerative crops. During

- last january the play was staged by the boys of the
District Board High School Ariyalur, and their performance
has earned the approbation of one and all. I have great
pleasure in congradulating the author on the production of
this excellent play. Ihave no doubt it will have high
educative value if introduced into schools and Colleges.
I congradulate the boys also on their excellent performance.

e rJ gr(. gla'tayonaawlam” g)iffai.
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FREFACE.

———

The importance of “Drama” as a means of
propoganda, for accelerating the spread of agricultural
improvements need hardly be stressed.

That ‘““agriculture is a gamble with. season” is
often the thought that deflects many of us from taking it
up as a profession. Little knowing the latent possibilities
in sticking on to the land, and conjuring up visions of
prosperity, we often seek the city life, in search of other
walks of life. But most of the other professions other
than agriculture, involve a career of speculations The life
is full of duplicity, and we deviate into an act of justice,
only when out interests lie in that direction. In spite of
all these, attainment of true happiness remains only an
aspiration and not a realization. Whereas in agriculture
merit and meed go together. The drama is an appeal to
go back to the land and take up agriculture.

The preparation of this drama was first under-taken
since the Directoref Agriculture (Mr. S. V. Ramamurthy
I. C.S,) wanted that the Departmental officers should
attempt at writing short®dramas to draw the attention of
the villagers to agricultural improvements by means of
songs and drama. Later when rehearsals were conducted
with a view to stage the drama at Sreerangam, considerable
changes were made, in the plot, in the light of the
experience obtained in the course of the rehearsals. This
is natural since this is the first time that the departmental
work is presented to the public in the form of a drama.

This drama could not have been what it is, but for
the suggestions, improvements, and general guidance
I received in the course of the composition from M. R. Ry .



i) ‘
; {
N. S. Kulandaiswamy Pillai Avergal, Deputy Director of
Agriculture, and I have dedicated this to him, as a mark of
sincere respect, for his innate generosity and love.

The songs in the drama were specially composed
for the play. I am responsible only for the matter herein,
and the songs were prepared by Mr. N. Krishnaswamy
Iyyangar Scout Master of Ariyalur Board High School, and
Mr. A. Methusulah of Board Girls’ School Ariyalur. 1 am
deeply indebted to them for this help rendered.

With the kind permission of Rao Bahadur
T. M. Narayanaswamy Pillai President District Board
Trichinopoly, a batch of students of -Ariyalur Board High
School, were trained (by Mr. N. Krishnaswamy Iyyangar,
Scout Master and Mr. M Thiruvengadam Pillai Head
master of the school) to enact the play at Sreerangam, during
the Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition conducted by the
Trichinopoly District Agricultural Association at the time
of Vaikunta Ekadasi Festival ~The drama was sucessfully
staged-before the public on 3—1—1934, under the auspices
of Lalgudy Sivagnanam Agricultural society and before
the immediate presence of Mrs. Cobbald wife of the
District Collector Trichinopoly, and the Exhibition
Committee consisting of Massrs E. B. Cebbald District
Collector Trichinopoly, Sir. T Dszsikachariar Avergal,
G. Rajagopal Pillai F. R H. S. President -District
Agricultural Association, and others.

The play was very much appreciated, and the
printing of the same, in book form, was under-taken,
at the request of the public, as it was considered to he of
high educative value to the masses. e > {
S. MAHADEVAN

_ Author .
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE
MADRAS
Dated the 27th June 1934
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Agricultural Drama—“ BACK TO THE LAND *
Staged by the Students of Ariyalur Board High School—January 1934 R
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a:—Good morning Sir,

a:—Well demonstrater what have you got to be
inspected in this Village this time ?

a:—I am glad to inform the Deputy Director that
several ryots in the village have adopted the
Departmental recommendations.

a:—Really! that is good. The department is
striving only for such a realization.

‘a:—1I have gatheared some of the leading ryots of

the village in the local chavadi and they want
to meet the Deputy Director. Will you like
to go over there Sir?
a:— Certainly, shall we go there then ?
a;—Yes Sir. ,
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B miur@r Sessr o srog Qe gmuTi gB1senm ?

laig r-an:—srar @sovgr Cur® @'75&@5/575

& ai— [ wremen Bri_ewr wiri gn] what are the strains
you have distributed here ?

19 ~ar—TI have given here Adt 2, Adt3, Co2, & Co 3
strains Sir-

& a:—Q@ra g eTliLy @155@
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= ar—{wwrarad Gr_es urigs] How do you expl'un
the phenomenon ?
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&1 5 Fas TFD mu_é@arfrsiv@ré.s Qaym 905
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Cuflgrn yanndsoms o msense@ e o rEt,

Sa g nren Qelss SO STNES— T Saue &G pay
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& ar:—(g wrenew @r_ewriiinm gg) what was defective
in the soil ?

9 e:—the analysis of the soil sample sent to Coim-

batore showed poor lime content. So lime was
applied to the soil.
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Qalmeorin,  gpouTmss@ @wri 10 ar & Slavib
- @spmsi0s055. @ Bapudars L1001 DT G U 5
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w8iQsrfle sraf @@ro pggwrn  dasrus



27

Sn& T gail Liarofld s ih s 550 510EF
. 7 ¢ N o . . V) D o Z .
onih. B3 G ruiisan ﬂ&‘—“"“_”%@@r@@ 2 USH

fams gar o s gg apur® Qelwmro.

Qur  ar—=Etds Qerenls Quawin saewr saaflds ol
@2 R ris, srBs, swan HYondss apur®

: Qe Bapip,
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(T Bavr(min evamr @ 0lsmai®)
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Qe gud @ren® Cumin TS s SmssT@S.
R —rrefiyb opp TSI F@E GLobT sEmD s 81555
& @ eh—o enBor aur&barev o).
[zred, georid, soovid, T7T ST aummBmprsen.
a—Hullo! come in. Smser @aaere) Fé@aib aupal
&6 GTed I 6T BT LT &SN,
rred:i—Circular® 9 wenflés Blyd erarm eTpBudmis
Eoa—  Gn s
a:—(Looks at the wateh) @ guih towof] 9 gy zalenon.
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Quiiuf enb @um_'_u;_@a's@r/ngy. TLeader column-egio
om reference @még. LT gSraen?
au—_gy1b urrﬁg@peur_@svm,m a9 By m@a pass
ey Syisens@ oop fitting reception meb
wrst sssSe Qer®ss apur® QS azn@Lb.
o —arBapyl ugSflasyn srb 9&Fsoun Qe ®
arQavzirg w iwrarmaenn draft g gr?
a:—aciear garn srar Qerarar eflsefle @aousdr
draft vesreflurssr?

aw—aPsr @malgnnl rough oy G’urn_.qz_@a@a(mm
s B @@/rmm@mma)rrmm @aor @uie Fav points-&@sd
BFris8a anowe v & siren pBp .

. — @ urup g eran@emener subject-o  Birermaen
Curi’ g med Sisar.
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Brwrarnser Cur iy m&E3 par, 1
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o r g FBSL, @) smumr Sar_ireavn elaguor ...

swmn ar—You mean we have not given any lead to the

FITLD

public till now.
a—exactly — wwsiupd  erew o nGrrw Son 55
Qerev 9138 mesr.

Ut ®. 1p 5 5Ewn g ar—oret v GloL’®)

Fp o eflur g @ sradySw
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ar—9p e @ HuEE e wia FTpa) THUL. 1py
wrgm—oermaer gD sTenmuIHIg TV BT LD
@Br gl gromsumsg 9Gpis sCasrgr Car i
aGor:

ou:—arer sgy 655 FiGErsFearing uyb o5 o ey

P> @iz mrEiGfddwsa Do wrsm. Gp
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D _GT L TSESLILIL_L_00T,

a:— 90 sp0 s ar—8) 5 & rgaml_/rmm, el @ @p
u@ﬁ,@&@&nml_g Ywaure Qe slps &
wrwid @i Biwrerin Qsreaw@as ey gmib.

@ ——@66)5691__ aps@uwren Qe oy gen sLiLHm
nrer Qug oo @@ par—

Even as untouchability widowhood also is
a curse to India—

a:—I agree with you (Striking the table with the

palm of her hand)
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& a:—Yes re-marriage of widows—especially that of
virgin widows-8upHw. alagu g suyo agenda-ade
Be&r & as0srerenamib.

g ar—gm  9a@Pulw—wouguyn  slurarns Qe
Qarenems e flaw o widower-é@ @msen
Curep s, widow-é@ aer Qsr@sssan. 1 ? o
L Tragesr oTovel) & 1pin B 00l ril g 19ap & 5@ sTener
T. Yo sawadsr  @Qie @orman oL
eraver Qatianen 2 g1 ST @) THH ST Lo

Qotor—@aevrdl L1 gover 58 erevar B,
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SLOIND  QUI—FTIHT FL L Magunrs, dlars awms 18 Y55
Covarin BQroasr piib, fars 155 wer srevs, FTLy. &
G Brorarmser Osremn®ar S et Buo, '

ared  ar—errgr  gémi  mrew @dg@&ﬂsﬁ@?rm%&r %@m\
@55 divorce BlupP—om oTwrsEm Qouem
Ooevr mygmas @ grenr & ms.

QLdunepm. e Guanalpe darsn gyendne,
BT ahager OsL BL_ S0 %5 GO 6T T M)
Qafluam@psm. gam yaeh i o ss%m sror
sren gaulu 05 Qarang mss upygubh— 4w
wrev @sslvaninulda, divorce L&sm,Lb'cgyal@uJ@m.
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reasoning—rred—@ 4 erliny wibtor—e e eLpr
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Goer®. lﬁ)/ﬁ@{@gb‘&r@@ FTLDA 6 ILILDT 60T - STifluwitpay,

wodzrell LjaEasdar & soroflanaug o @amp Hadns 56
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(@aor T & B L Gavr i ,a,z/smt_.s'fol’g Br3auan @b,
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ORI e 50 srevsew Fiwner Boudev emau s
H8Caran® @mB@T 9 5@ FILD <2 S g1
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@ s erevavrd mogw duty sroer, =
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