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I N T RODUCTION

T may feem wonderful that lan-
guage, which is the only method

of conveying our conceptions, thould,
at the fame time, be a hindrance to our
advancement in philofophy : but the
wonder ceafes when we confider, that

it is feldom ftudied a$ the vehicle of
tzuth, but is too frequently efteemed

- for it own fake, independent of its
; wconneé’clon with things. This obferv-
Ntlon is remarkably verlﬁed in the
i Grcek\Language which as it is the

,
e,

Tenly leOﬁtorny anc1ent ‘wifdom, has,
< Az~ ¢ unfor- |
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. unfortunately for us, been the means
of céncealing; in fhameful obfcurity;
the moft profound refearches and the
fublimefts truths. That words, in-
deed, are no otherwife valuable than
as fubfervient to things, muft furely
be acknowledged by every liberal
mind, and will alone be difputed by
him who has fpent the prime of his
life, and confumed the vigour of his
underftanding, in verbal criticifms and
grammatical trifles. And, if this is
the cafe, every lover of truth will only
ftudy a language for the purpofe of
procuring the wifdom it contains;
and will doubtlefs with to make his \
native language the vehicle of 5t ¢4 \
others. For, fince al] «ruth is eternal.;~ —
its. natuie can never . ~‘altered by
tran{pofition, though, by ths means,'
5 ‘ : \\ e its
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its drefs may be varied, and become
lefs elegant and refined.  Perhaps,
even this inconvenience may be reme-
died by fedulous cultivation ; at leaft,
the particular inability of fome, ought
not to difcourage the well-meant en-
deavours of others. Whoever reads
‘the lives of the ancient Heroes of Phi-
]ofophy,‘muﬁ be convinced that they
ftudied things more than words, and
that Tfuth alone was the ultimate ob-
je& of their fearch: and, he who
withes to emulate their glory, and
pparticipate their wifdom, will ftudy
their do&rines more than their language,

and value the depth of their under-
ftandings far beyond thg elegance of
their compofition. The native charms
of Truth will ever be fufficient to al-
lure the trulf philofophic mind ; and

G ; . he
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he who has once difcovered her re-
treats, will furely endeavour to fix a
mark by which they may be deteCted
by others.

But, though the mifchief ariﬁng
from the ftudy of words is prodigious,
‘we muft not confider it as the only
caufe of darkening the fplendors of
truth, and obftructing the free diffufion
of her light. Different manners and
philofophies have equally contributed
to banifh the goddefs from our realms,
and to render our eyes offended with
her celeftial light. Hence we muft
not wonder, that, being indignant at
the change, arid perceiving the empire
of ignorance rifing to unbounded do-
minion, fhe has retired from the
fpreading darknefs, and concealed her-
{elf in the tranquil and divinely lucid

; ‘regions
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regions of mind. For, we need but
barely furvey modern purfuits to be
convinced, how little they are con-
neéted with Wifdom.‘ Since, to de-:
fc1‘ibe the nature of fome particular
place, the form, fituation, and magni-
tude of a certain city; to trace the
windings of a river to its fource, or
delineate the afpectof a pleafant moun-
tain; to calculate the finenefs of the
filk-worm’s threads, and arrange the
gaudy colours of butterflies ; in fhort,
- to purfue matter, through its infinite
divifions, and wander in its dark 1aby-
rinths, is the employment of the phi‘-«
lofophy, in vogue. But furely the
energics of intellect are more worthy
our concern than thé operations of ;
fenfe ; and the fcience of univerfals, -
'kpermahent. and fixt, muft be fuperior
: g2 to
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to the knowledge of particulars, fleet-

ing and frail. ~'Where is a fenfible ob-
je&t to be found, which abides for a
‘moment the fame; which is not either
rifing to perfection, or verging to de-

cay; which is not mixed and confufed
with its contrary ; whofe flowing na-' V

ture no refiftance can ftop, nor any art

‘confine ? Where is the Chemift, who,
by the moft accurate analyfation, can

arrive at the principles of bodies ; or

who, though he might be fo lucky in

his fearch as to deteé 'the atoms of

Derﬁocyitus, could by this means give

refpite to mental inveftigation? For

every atom, fince endued with figure,

muft confift of parts, though indiffo-

lubly_cementec{together ;. and the im-

mediate caufe of this cement muft be

fomething incorporeal, or eknowledge

*can
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can have no ftability, and enquiry no
end. . Where, ' fays Mr. Harris, is the

microfcope which can difcern what is. -

{malleft in nature? Where the tele-
{cope, which can fee at what point in
the univerfe wifdom firft began? Since
then there is no portion of matter
which may not be the {ubject of expe- -
riments without end, let us betake our-
felves to the regions of mind, where
all things are bounded in intelleGtual
meafure; where eve'ry-th‘ing is perma-
nent and beautiful, eternal and divine.
‘Let us quit the ftudy of particulars,
for that which is general and com-
prehenfive, and, through this, learn to
fee and recognize whatever exifts.
With a view to this defirable end,
I have prefented the reader with a {pe-
cimensof that fublime wifdom which
Red a3 firlt

-
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firft arofe in the colleges of the Egyp-
tian priefts, and flourifhed afterwards
in Greece. Which was there culti-
vated by Pythagoras, under the myfte-

. rious veil of numbers; by Plato, in -
the graceful drefs of poetry ; and was
fyftematized by Ariftotle, as far as it
could be reduced into fcientific order.
Which, after becoming in a manner
extint, fhone again with its priftine
_ {plendor, among the philofophers of
the Alexandrian fchool ; was learnedly
illuftrated, with Afiatic luxuriancy of
ftyle by Proclus; was divinely explain-
ed by JTamblichus; and profoundly
delivered in the writings of Plotinus.
Indeed, the works of this laft phi-
 lofopher are particularly valuable to all
who defire to penetrate into the depths
of this divine wifdom. ¥rom the ex-

" alted
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alted nature of his genius, he was
called Intellec, by his contemporaries ;
and is {aid to have compofed his books
under the influence of divine illumi-
nation. Porphyry relates, in his Life,
that he was four times united, by an
ineffable energy, with the divinity ;
which, however fuch an account may
be ridiculed in the prefent age, will
be credited by every one who has pro-
perly explored the profundity of his
mind.  The facility and vehemence
of his compofition was fuch, that when
he had once conceived a fubje&, he
wrote as from an internal pattern,
without paying much attention to the
orthography, or reviewing what he
had written: for, the celeftial vigour
of his intelle& rendered him incapa-

ble of trifling concerns ; and, in this

oAy . refpe@
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refpe®, inferior to common under~
ftandings ; as the eagle, which, in its
bold fiight, pierces the clouds, {kims
the furface of the earth with lefs ra-
pidity than the fwallow. Indeed, a
a minute attention to trifles is incon=
fiften't with great genius of every kind;
and it is on this account, that retire-
ment is “fo abfolutely neceflary to rthe
difcovery of truths of the firft digni-
ty and importance; for how is it pol-
- {ible to mix much with the world,
without imbibing the falfe and puerile
conceptions of the multitude ; and,
without lofing that true elevation of
foul, which comparatively defpifes
every mortal concern. Plotiﬁus,
' therefore, confcious of the incorre@-
nefls of his writings, arifing from the
rapidity, exuberance, and darifig fubli-

m;t.y §
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mity of his thodgh{S, committf_:d their
- revifion to his difciple Porphyry ; who,

- though inferior in depth of thought to

his ‘mafter, was, on account of his ex-
traordinary abilities, called by way of
fn’minénc’e “the Philofopher. ‘

T defign of the followmﬂr dlf

courfe is to ‘bring us to. the perceptlon
* of the beautiful itfelf, even while con-
 ne@ed with a corporeal nature, which'

muft be the great end of all true phi-
lofophy, and which Plotinus happily- -
obtained. To a genius, indeed, truly
- ‘modern, with whom the crucible and
the air-pump are alone the ftandards
of truth, fuch an attempt muft appear
ridiculous in the extreme® With thefe,
nothing is real but what the hand can
grafp, or the corporeal eye perceive's
and nothmw ufeful but what pampers

el o the
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the appetite, or fills the purfe: but,
unfortunately their perceptions, like
Homer’s frail dreams, pafs through the
ivory gate; and are, confequently,
empty and fallacious, and contain no-
‘thing belonging to the vigilant f{oul.
To {fuch as »thefe, a treatife on the
Beautiful cannot be addrefled: fince
its objelt 1s too exalted to be ap-
proached by thofe engaged in the im-
purities of fenfe; and too bright to be
{een by the eye accuftomed to the ob-
fcurity of corporeal vifion. = But it is
_ alone proper to him, who is fenfible
that his foul is ftrongly marked with
ruin by 1 its union W1th body, who
Lonﬁders hlﬂ'lftlf in the language of
En}_lgedoc]es, as

‘ Héaven’s exile, firaying from the orb of light 3
and who fo ardently longs for a re-

Gl S ; : = oturn
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turn to his true country, that to\ him,
as to Ulyfles, when fighing for Ithaca,
% Slow feems the fun to move, the hours to roll;
His native home deep-imag’d in his foul.
But here it is requifite to obferve,
that our afcent to this'region of Beau-
ty muft be made by gradual advances:
for, from our affociation with matter,
it is impoffible to pafs diretly, and
without a medium, to fuch tranfcendent .
perfection ; but we muft proceed in
a manner fimilar to thofe who Pafs'_
from darknefs to the brighteft light,.
" by advancing from , places moderately
enlightened, to fuch as are the moft
luminous of all. It is neceflary, there-
fore, that we fhould bucome very fa-
‘miliar with the moft abftra@ contem-
* Pope’s Homer's Odyiley, book xii. ver. 37.

: i plations; .



e La )
plations; and that our intellectual eye
* fhould be firongly irradiated with the
light of ideas which precedes the :
fplendors of the beautiful itfelf, like
the brightnefs which is feen on the
fummit of mountains, previous to the
rifing of the fun. Nor ought it to feem
ftrange, if it thould be fome time be-
fore even the Lberal foul can recognize
the beautiful progeny of “intellect as.
its kindred and allies: for, from its :
~ union with body, it has drank deep
of the cup of oblivion, and all its

energetic powers are ftupified by the

intoxicating draught. So that the
intelligible world, on its firft appcar-_
ance, is utterly unknown by us, and
our recollection of its inhubitants, en-
tirely loft ; and we become fimilar to

: Ulyfles
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Ulyfles on his £irft entrance into Itha- -
ca, of whom Homer fays,

* Yet had his mind, thro’ tedious abfence, loft

The dear remembrance of his native coaft .

For,
Now all the land anather profpect bore,
- Another port appear’d, another fhore,

And long continued ways, and winding: floods,
- And unknown mountains crown’d with unknown
woods :

until the goddefs of wifdom purges
our eyes from the mifts of fenfe, and
fays to each of ‘us, as fhe did to U-.
Iyfies,

Now lift thy longing ‘cyes, whjle I reflore,
» The pleafing profpect of thy native fhore.

For then will :
———— the profpe& clear,

The mifts difperfe, and all the coaft appear.

Let us then humbly fupplicate the
irradiations of wifdom, and follow Plo-

b Odfﬂ'c‘y, bhook xiii. ver. 223.
tinus



€ xwiiy)

tinus as our divine guide to the bea-
tific vifion of the Beautiful itfelf: for,
in this alone can we find perfect re-
pofe, and repair thofe deftructive clefts
.and chinks of the foul, which its de-
parture from the light of good, and its
lapfe into a corporeal nature have intro-
duced.

But, before I conclude, I think it
neceflary to caution the reader, not to
mix any modern enthufiaftic opinions
with the do&rines contained in the
following difcourfe: for there is not
a greater difference between fubftance
and fhade than between ancient and
modern enthufiafm. The obje of
the former was the higheft good and
the ﬁlpremé beauty ; but that of the
latter is nothing more than a phantom
raifed by bewildered ,imaginations,

5 :ﬂoating_
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floating on the unftable ocean of opi-
nion, the {port of the waves of preju-
dice, and blown about by the breath
of factious party. Like fubftance and
thade, indeed, they pofiefs a fimili-
tude in outward appearance, but in
reality ' they are perfect  contraries ;
for the one fills the mind with folid
~ and durable good; but the other with
empty delufions; which, like the ever
running waters of the Danaides, glide
away as faft as they enter, and leave
nothing behind but the ruinous paf-
- fages through which they flowed.

I only add, that the enfuing trea-
tife 1s defigned as a fpecimen (if it
fhould meet with enccuragement) of
my intended mode of publifhing all
the works of Plotinus. The under-
takiny is, I am fenfible, arduous in the

extreme ;
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extreme; and the difciples of wifdom
are unfortunately few : but, as I defire
no other reward of my labour, than to
have the expence of printing defrayed,

and to fee Truth propagated in my
native tongue ; I hope thofe few will -

enable me to obtain the completion of

my defires.
For then, to adopt the words of U--

Iyfies,
# That view vouchfaf’d, letinftant death furprife, :

With ever-during fhade thefe happy eyes!

* Odyfley, beok vii. ver. 303.

CON-
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, BE AUTY *, for the moft part,
confifts in objets of fight: but

it is alfo received thxough the ears, by
: . the

* It is néc‘e‘ﬁ'aryA to infotm the Platonical reader,
that the Beaufiful, in the prefent difcourfe, is confi
dered according to its moft general acceptation, as
the fame with the Good: though, according to a
more accurate diﬁin&ion, as Plotinus himfelf in-
forms: us, the Good is confidered as the fountain
and principle of the Beautiful. I think it likewife
proper to obferve, that as [ have endeavoured, by
_ imy paraphrafe, to render as much &s poflible the ob-
fcure parts evident, and to expand thofe fentences
which are fo very much contraéed in the original,
I fhall be fparing of notes ; for my defign is not to
accommodate the'fublimeft truths to the meaneft un-

2 B derftandings,
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the fkilful compofitions of words, and

the confonant proportions of founds ;
for in every {pecies of harmony, beauty
is to be found. And if ‘we rife from
fenfe into the regions of foul, "we
fhall there perceive ftudies and offices,
‘actions and habits, fciences and vir-
tues, invefted with a much larger por-
tion of beauty. But whether there is,
above thefe, a ftill higher beauty, will
,;ap_pear as weadvancein its inveftigation.
‘What is it then, which caufes- bodies
to appear fair to the ,ﬁght; founds
beautiful to the ear, and {cience ami
derftandings;(as this would be a contemptible and
ufelefs proftitution), but to render them perfpicu-
~ous to truly libaral and philofophic minds. My

reafons for adopting this mode of paraphrafe, may be

“ feen in the preface to my tranflation of Orpheus’s
“Hymps,
) 4 # i
L] 0}
. virtue
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virtue lovely to the mind? May we
‘not_enquiré after what manner they
all partake of beauty ? Whether beau-
ty is one and the fame inall?  Or,
whether the beauty of bedies is of one
kind, and the beauty of fouls of an-
other? = And again, what thefe are,
if they are two? Or, what beauty is,
if perfectly fimple;. and one 8« FHor
fome things, as bodies, ‘are doubtlefs
beautiful, not from the nature of the
fubje@s in which they refide, but ra-

ther by fome kind of participation :
.but others again appéar to be effen-
tially beautiful, or beauties themfelvess
and fuch is the nature of virtde. For,
_with refpect to the fame_bodies, they
appeat beautiful to one perfon, and the
teverfe of beauty to another; as if
the effence of body were a thing differ-
: B2 ent



( 4 9

ent from the effence of beauty. In
the firft place, ‘then, what is that,
which, by its prefence, caufes the
beauty of bodies? Let us refle&, what
moft powerfully attracts the eyes of
beholders, and feizes the {peGtator-with
rapturous delight : for if we can find
what this is, we may perhaps ufe it as
- a ladder, enabling us to afeend into
the region of beauty, and furvey its
immeaiurable extent.

Itis the general opinion, that 2 cer-
tain commenfuration of parts to each
other, and to the whole, with the ad-
dition of colour, generates that beauty
Wthh is the obje& of fight ; and that
. in the comn.enfurate and the ‘mode-
" rate alone, the beauty of every ‘thing
confifts.  But from fuch an opinion,

| "the compound only, and not thé fim-
. pliss
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ple, can be beautiful ; the fingle parts
will hé.ve no peculiaf beauty ; and will
only merit that appellation, by confer-
ring to the beauty of the whole.  But it
is furely neceffary, that a lovely whole,
thould confift of beautiful parts; for
the fair can never rife out of ‘the: de-
formed. But from fuch a definition,
it follows, that beautiful colours, and
the light of the fun, fince they are
fimple, and do not receive  their begu= -
ty from commenfuration, muft be ex-~
cluded the regions of beauty. Befides,
.hqw, from fuch an hypothefis, can
gold be beautiful? Or the glittering
of night, and the glorious fpectacle of
the ftars ?  In like manner the moft
fimple mufical founds, will be foreign
from beauty ; though, in a fong wholly
beautiful, every note muft be beauti-
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ful as neueﬁary to the being of the
whole.  Again, fince the fame pro-
_portion remaining, the fame face is ta
one perfon’ beautiful;  and to another
the reverfe; is it notnecé:ﬁ’ary, to call
the beauty of the commenfurate one .
kind of beauty, and the commenfura-
tion another kind; and that the com=
menfurate is fair, by means: of fome-
thing elfe? ' But, if transferring them-
felves to beautiful ftudies, and fair dif-
“courfes, ' they fhall a.ﬁigri,. as the caufe
-of beautyinthefe, the proportion of
‘meafure 5 what is that which, in beau-
ful feiences, laws, or difciplines, is
“called ‘commenfurate propertion ? 101_',,.
tn what man-er can fpeculations them;
“felves be called mu‘t'ual'ly ‘commen{u-
“rate? ' If it'be faid, becaufe of the in-
herent concord ; we repl'y, that there
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is a/certain concord and confent in
evil fouls, ‘a conformity of fentiment,
in believing (as it is faid) that temper-
ance is folly, and juftice’ generous. ig-
norance. It appears, therefore, that
the beauty of the foul is every virtue;
and this {pecies of ‘the beautiful pof=
feffes' far greater reality than any of the
faperior we havc mentioned. - Bat,
after what manner in this, is commen-
furation to be found ? - For it is neither
like the fymmetry in magnitude, or in
numbers, ~ And fince 'the parts of the
foul'are many, in what proportion and
fynthefis, in what temperament of
parts, or concord of {peculations, does
beauty confift ? Laftly, Of what kind
is the beauty of intellet itfelf, ab-
ftra¢ted from every corporeal concern,
and  intimately converfing with itfelf

_alonc-? o # e
B 4 We
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We ftill, therefore, repeat the quef-
tion, What is the beauty of bodies ?
It is fomething, which, at firft view,
prefents itfelf to fenfe; and which the
foul familiarly apprehends, and eagerly

embraces, as 1f it were allied to itfelf ;
‘But when it meets with the d\cfor_med,‘_
it haftily ftarts from the view, and
retires abhorrent from its difcordant
nature. For fince the foul in its pro-
per ftate, ranks according to the r,lnoﬂc‘~ .
_excellent effence in the order of things,
‘when it perceives any objet related
to itfelf, or the mere veftige of arcla-
tion, it congratulatea itfelf on the
pleafing event, and aftonifhed with éh,cf
ﬁrikin g r;efcmblgn_cq-, *en gﬁfc:l:;sn deep S
ot g B s Al e 150
* Enters b’eeprz}z‘t'a z}JAgﬁ:)/be, &cé The. Plaéc.)nl;:
ph1,ofophy infifts much on the ncceﬂ' ity of retiring.
I v < $10ato,
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to its eflence, and, by rouﬁng its dor=
mant powers, at length perfecly re-
colle&s

into ourfelves in order to the difcovery of truth: and
-én this account, Socrates, in the firft Alcibiades,
fays, that the foul entering into herfelf will con-
template whatever exifls, and the divinity }umfelf
Upon which Proclus thus comments, with his ufial
elegance and depth, (in Theol. Plat..p. .) ¢ For
the foul “(fays he) contla&mg herfelf wholly into .
2 union with herfelf, and into the centre of univer-
fal life, and removing the multitude and variety of
all-varioys powers, afcends into the‘hyg{leﬂ (zegrmn)
Placc of fpeculation, from whence fhe will furvey
the nature of beings.. For if fhe looks back upon,
things pofterior to he1 eflence, fhe will perceive rio-
thing but the fhadows and refemblances of beings:

but if fhe returns into herfelf, fhe will cvolvc her
own eflence, and the reafons fhe containe, - And at
firft indeed the will as it.were only beheld herfelf ;

* but when by her knowledge fhe penetrates more
pxofoundly in her inveftigations, fhe will find intel-
leét feated in hereffence, and the univerfal orders of
bemgs but when fhe advances into the more inte-
rior recefles of herfelf, and as it were into the fanGu-
ary of the foul, the will be enabled to contemplate,
with her eyes clofed to corporeal vifion, the genus:
of the gods, and the unities of beings. vFor all
things refide in us, (Juyids) after a manner corre-
fpondept to th® nature of the foul : and on this ac-
count we are naturally enabled to know all things,

. ¥ £ a by
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colle&s its kindred and allies. - What
is the fimilitude then between the
beauties of fenfe, and that beauty. which
is divine? For if there be any fimi-
. litude, the refpective objects muft be
fumilar.  But after what man‘nér are
the two beautiful 2., For it is by parti-
,cipati‘on‘of fpecies that we call ‘every
fenfible objet beautiful. - Thus, fince
every thing void of form is by na-
ture fitted for its reception,” as far as
it 1s - deftitute «of reafon and form, it
;s bafe, and feparate from the divine
reafon, the great fountain of forms; :
and whatcver”is. entii‘éiy remote from
- this immortal fource, is perfedly bafe,
and ‘deformed. * And fuch is mat-

s 015 : eL,

by exciting our inherent powers, and images of

whatever exifts.”” ST g oae
* And fuch is matter, &c. There ‘is nothing
affords, more wonderful fpeculation than -miatter,
' _ -which



Gt )
ter, which by its nature is ever averfe
from the fupervening irradiations’ of
form,

which ranks as the Jat among the univerfality of
things, and has the fame relation to being, as fhade
to fubftance, : For, as in an afcending feries of caufes,
it is neceffary to arrive at fomething, which is the
firft caufe of all, and to which no perfeftion is want-
ing: fo in a defcending feries of fubjects, it 1is
equally neceffary we fhouid ftop: at fome general
fubjeé, the loweft ‘in the order of things, and to
which every perfeciion of being is denied. But let
us hear the profound andadmirable 'defqriptiqn,
which Plotinus gives us of matter, lib. vi. Ennead. 3.
and of which the following is a paraphrafe. ¢ Since
matter, fays he, is neither foul nor iutelleét, nor
Tife, nor form, nor reafon, nor bound, but a certain
indefinitenels ; nor yet capaeity, for what can it
produce? - Sinceit is f reign from all thefe, it can-

" not merit the appellation of being, but is defervedly
‘called non-entity. | Nor yetis it non-entity in the
manner as motion, or flation : but it is true non-en-

1ity, the mere thadow and imagination of bulk, and

.the defire of f{ubfiftence : abiding without ftation,
of itfelf invifible, and avoidin_ the defire of him

who wifhes to perceive its nature. Hence, when no

,one perceives it, it is then in a manner prefent: but
cannot be viewed by him who ftrives intently to be-
“hold it.. Againy in itfelf contraries always appear, the
{mall a:nd the great, the lefs and the more, deficience
ard excefs. So that it is g phantom, neither abid-
: ing
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form., Whenever, therefore, form ac-
cedes, it conciliates in amicable unity,
the parts which are about to compofe
a whole: for being itfelf one, it is not

ing, nor yet able to fly away : capable of no one de-
nomination, and poflefling no power from intelle&t ;
but conflituted in the defet, and fliade as it were of
all real being. = Hence, too, in each of its vanithing
appellations, 1t eludes our fearch : for if we think
of it as fomething great, itds in the mean time {mall;
if as fomething more, it becomes lefs ; and the ap-
parent being which we meet with in its umage, is
non-being, and as it were a flying mockery. So that
the forms which appear in matter, are merely ludi-
crous ; fhadows falling upon {hadow, as in a mirror,
where the pox"uon of a thing, is different from its real .
fituation ; and which, thoutrh apparently full of
forms, poficfles ndthing® rcal and true.  But the
things which enter and depart from: matter, are no- -
thing but imitations of being, and femblances, flow-
ing abo‘ut a formlefs fem! )mee They appear, in-
deed, to affe fomething in the {ubject-matter, but
in reality produce nothing: from their debile and -
flowing nature, being endued with 1no fohdlty, and -
no rebounding power. ~ And fince marter, likewife,
has no folidity, they penetrate it without d1v1hon,
like 1 1mages in water, ‘or as if any one thould £ill 3
vacuum with forms 3
o wonder-
o
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wonderful that the fubjet of its power
thould tend to unity, as far as the na-
ture of a.compound will admit. Hence
beauty ‘is eftablithed  in' ‘multitude,
when the many is reduced into one;
and in this cafe it communicates it@elf
both to the parts, arid to the whole:
But when a particular one, compofed
from fimilar parts, is received, it gives -
itfelf to the whole, without departmrr
from the famenefs and integrity of its
nature.  Thus at one and the fame
time, it communicates itfelf to the
‘whole building, and its feveral parts;
and at another time  confines itfelf to
a fingle {’cone and then the firft par-
ticipation arifes from the operations of
art, but the fecond from the forma-
tion of nature. = And hence body be-

comes beautxful through thc commu-
nion
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nion {upérnally proceeding from diz
mety :

But the foul, by her innate power,
than which nothing more powerful,
in judging its. proper concerns, when |
another foul concurs in the decifion,
acknowledges the beauty of forms. -
And, perhaps, its knowledge in this cafe
arifes from its accommodating its in-
ternal ray of beauty to form, and truft-
ing to this in its judgment; in the
fame manner as a rule is employed, in
the decifion of what is ftrait. But
how can that which is inherent in
body, accord with that which is above
body? Let us reply by afking how
the architect pronounces the building
beautiful, by accommodating ‘the ex-
ternal ftruGure to the fabric in his
,foul? quhaps, becapufe +he outward
- bulldmg,
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building, when entirely ‘deprived ‘of |
the ftones, i3 no other than the intrin-
fic form, divided by the external mafs

of ' 'matter, but indivifibly exifting,
 thou gh appearing in the many.  ‘When,
therefore, ‘fenfe beholds the form in
- bodies, at ftrife ‘with matter, binding
and vanquithing its  contrary nature,
anfl fees form gracefully thining forth
in' other' forms, it collecs together
the feattered whole, and introducesvit
to itfelf, and to the indivifible form
within ; and renders it confonant, con~
gruous and friendly to its own inti-
~mate form. Thus, to the good man,
wvirtue thining forth in youth is lovely,
becaufe confonant to the true 4_virtué,v
which lies: deep in _thc,._:flc)u'l.' ‘But the
Afimple beauty of colour: arifes, when
light, ;which is {fomethin g ’ﬁ;‘co'rpbrca}f,‘

and
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and reafon and form, entenng i b
{cure involations of matter, irradiates
and forms its dark and form;efs nature. |
It is‘on this account that fire furpafles
other bodies in beauty, becaufe, com-
pared with the other elements, it ob.
tams the order of form : for it is more *
emment than the ref’c ‘and 1s the
moft fubtle of all bordermg as it WCI‘C.
on an 1ncorporeal nature. Add too,
that though impervious 1tfelf 1t is in-
txmately r\,celved by others; for it im-
parts heat but admxts no cold Henc_e

it is the firlt nature thch is orna-’
mented Wlth colour, and is the fource
of it to others . and ‘on thlS account!

it beams forh’ ‘exalted’ like fome im-
material form. But when it cannot
vanqulfh its fubjeé’t il partlcxpatmg
but a ﬂendcr hght, it is no longer beau-
-tiful :
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tiful: becaufe it does not receive the
whole form of colour: Again, the
mufic of the voice roufes the hdr- .
mony latent in the foul, and opens '
her eye to the perception of beauty,
exifting in many the fame. But it is -
the property of the harmony perceived
~ byfenfe, to be meafured by numbers;
yet not in every propertion of num-
ber or voice; but in that alone which
is obedient to the production, and con-
queft of its fpecies. And thus much
for the beauties of fenfe, which, like
images and fhadows flowing into mat-
T ter :idoxjn4-»With fpe@tacles of beauty
its fOrmlefs'béing, and ftrike the re-
{pective fenfes with wonder and de-
light.
~ But it is now time, Ieavmg cvery
obJe& of fenle far behind, to contem-
Cw platc,‘



( 18 )
plate, by a certain afcent, a beauty of
a much higher order: a beadty not
vifible to the corporeal eye,  but alone
maniféﬁ to the brighter eye of the foul,
independent of all corporeal aid. How-
evers fince, without fome previous
perception of beauty, it is impoflible
to exprefs by words the beauties of
fenfe; but we muft remain in the ftate
of the blind s fo neither can we ever
{peak of the beauty. of offices and fci-
ences, and whatever is allied to thefe,
if deprived of their intimate poffeffion. '
‘Thus we thall never be able to tell of .
virtue’s brightnefs, unlels by lo'ok"ing'f
inward we perceive the fair counte-
nance of juftice and temperance, and
‘are convinced that neither the even-
ing nor morning-flar, are half fo beau- -

tiful and bright. But it is requifite
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- to perceive objets of this kind with
that eye by which the foul beholds
fuch real beauties. Befides, it is ‘necef-
fary that whoever perceives this {pe-
_cies of béauty,' thould be feized with
much greater delight, and more vehe-
‘ment admiration, than any corporeal
beauty can excite; as now embracing
beauty real and fubftantial. - Such af-
teGtions, I fay, ought to be excited
about true * beauty, as admiration and
fweet aftonithment;  defire, alfo and
love, and a pleafant trepidation.  F or
all fouls, as I may fay, are affe@ed in
this manner about invifible objects,
but thofe the moft 'wh'o have the
* True Zeauty Inflead of ‘mg& % §.m Gy 5 naddn
it fhould doubtlefs be read wegh 7dy anvBivoy xahdn

“which “fenfe is ‘adopted ‘in the paraphrafe; dnd
~which I swonder Ficinus did not obferve,

oo Ca ftrongeft v

o
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Fcrongef’c propenﬁty to their love as
it likewife happens about corporeql‘
beauty : for all equally perceive beau-
tiful corporeal forms, yet all are not

equally excited, but lovers in the
greateft degree.

~ Butit may be allowable to interro-
vgatc thofe who rife above fenfe, con-
cerning the effeéts of love in this man-
ner: of fuch we enquire, what do
you: fuffer refpeting, fair ftudies, and
beautiful manners, virtuous works, af-
fe&ions, and habits, and the beauty of
‘fouls? What do you experience on
. perceiving yourfelves lovely within ?
© After what, manner are you roufed as
it were to a Bacchanalian fury ; firive

llingto converfe. with yourfelves, and
collc&mg yourfelves feparate from the

_unpedxmcnts of body? For thus are

true
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truc lovers enraptured. But what is
the caufe of thefe wonderful effe@s ?
It is neither figure, nor colour,’ nor
magnitude; but foul " herfelf, * fair
through temperance, and not with the
falfe glofs of colour, and bright with
the fplendours of virtue herfelf. And
this you expenence as often as you
~ turn your eye inwards; or contem-
plate the amplitude of another foul :
the juft ‘manners, the pure temper-
‘ance; fortitude venerable by her noble
“countenance ; ' and - modefty ‘and  ho-
- nefty walking with' an ‘intrepid ftep,
‘and a tranquil'and fteady afpect ; and,
‘what’ crowns the beauty of them all,
» conf’cantly' receiving the irradiation_s of
‘2 divine intellect. Rt
 In what refpect then “fhall we call
t‘”ithefe bcautlful ? For they are fuch'as
§ 50 993 g C o0 thcy
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they appear, nor did ever any one be-~
hold them, and not pronounce them
realities.  But as yet reafon defires to
know how they. caufe the lovelinefs of
the foul; and what that grace is in
every. virtue w}ﬁch beams forth to
view like light? Are you then willing
~ we fhould afflume the contrary part,
and confider what in the foul appears
-deformed P for, perhaps it will facili-
tate our fearch, if we can thus find
~what is bafe in the {foul, and from

whencé it derives its original, :
-Let us fuppofe a foul deformed, to
be one intemperate and unjuft, filled
with a multitude of defires, a prey to
foolith hopes, and vexed with idle
fears; through its diminutive and ava-
ricious nature  the. fubject of envy ;
employed folely in thouglit of what is
' . moral
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mortal and low; bound in the fetters
of Vi‘mp'ure Ldelight's_; 'Iiving the life,
“whatever it may be, peculiar to the
';paﬁ.ion of body ; and fo totally merged
:m fenfuahty as tocfteem the bafe plea-
‘fant, and the deformed beautifal and
fair. But may we not fay, that this
bafenefs approaches the foul as an ad-
“ventitious evil, under the pretext of
‘adventitious beauty ;- which, = with
~great detrimenr, renders it impure, and
: pollutes® it with much ‘depravity; fo
that it neither pofiefles true life,l nor
" true fenfe, but is endued with a flender
life through its mixture of evil, and
this worn out by the continual de-
_predations of ‘death: ng longer ’:per_
“ceiving the objects of mental vifion,
- nor' permitted any more to dwell with
itfelf, bectufe ever hurried away to
a0 G4 o things

L)
L
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things obfcure, external, and’ low?
Hence, becoming impure, and bemg
on all fides fnatched in the unceafing
whirl of fcnﬁblc forms, it is covered
with corporeal f’tams, and wholly given
“to matter, contra&s deePly its nature,
lofes all it orlgmal fplendor, and al-
moft changes its own: fpecxes into that
of another juft as the priftine beauty
of the mo_ﬁ lovely form would be de-
ftroyed by its total immerfion in'mire
and clay. But the deformity of  the
firft arifes from inward filth; of its own
contracting; of thc fecond, from the
acceflion of fom; foreign nature. “If
fuch a one then defires to recover his
former beauty, it is neceffary to cleanfe
the infected parts, and thus by a
thorough purgation to refame his ori-
- ginal form. Hence, then, if we affert
-~ that
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that the foul, by her mixture, confu-
fion and commerce with body and
matter, becomes thus bafe, our aflertion
W111 1 thmk be nght F or the bafe-
nefs of the foul conﬁﬁ:s in- not being
; Pure and ﬁncere ' And as the gold is
deformed by the adherence of earthly
clods, wh1ch are_no fooner removed
.than on a fudden the gold thines forth
“with  its native purity; and then be-
- comes beautxful When fcparated from
natures forcrgn from its own, and
when it is content, W1th its own puri-
', ty for the poﬂ'eﬁion of beauty : {o the
. foul, when feparated from the fordid
deﬁres enoendered by its too great im-
,merﬁon in body; and sliberated from
the domxmon of every perturbatlon,

i .;4_;,an thus and thus only, blot out the

_:bafe. ﬁams 1mb1bed from 1ts union
o : i B th
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with body; and thus becoming alone,
will . doubtlefs- expel all the turpitude
con*xaé‘ced from a nature {o 0ppohte
to its own.. ‘

Indeed, as the ancxent oracle . dc—
j.c-.lares, tem_psrance and fortxt-ude, pru-- -
dence and every virtue, are certain pur-
gatives of the foul; and Rence the fa-
éred myfteries prophcfy'obfcufely, vet,
Wlth truth, that the foul not purified
ies in Tartarus, immerfed in flth.
Since the impure is, from his depravity,
the friend of filth; as fwme, from their
fordid bodv, delight in mire alone..
* For what elfe is true temperance
than not to indulge in corporeal de-
‘lights, but to giy from their'conne&ion,

¥ Fir oobar Sl s el i Aot

full account of the divifion and natureof the virs
tues, fee Porphyry’s "Agoguai meds 74 Noyzd: Pe 2350

fe)

A8

o
(o)



(2275)
as things which are neither pure; nor
the ofﬁpr’ing of purity? And true for~
titude is not to fear death: for death
is nothing more than a certain fepara-
tion of foul from body; and this he
will not fear, who defires to be alone.
Again, magnanimity is the contempt of
- every mortal concern; it is the wing
BY which we fly into the regions of
intellect.  And laftly, prudence is no
other than intelligence, declining fub-
ordinate o.bjfe&s ; and dire@ing the eye
of the foul to that which is immortal
. and divine. = The {oul, thus refined,
~hecomes form ‘and reafon, is altoge-
ther! incorporeal and intelleGual ; and
wholly participates of that divine na-
ture, which is. the -fou.ntain of love-
linefs, and of whatever is allied to the
beautiful and fair. -Hence; the foul,
* reduced
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reduced to intelle&, becomes aftonifh-
ingly beautiful ; for as the lambent
flame which appears detached from
the burning wood, enlightens its dark
and fmoky parts, fo intellet irradiates
and adorns the inferior powers of the
foul, which, without its aid, would be
buried in the gloom of formlefs mat-
ter.  But intellet, and. whatever e-
. manates from mtelle& is- not. the fo
reign, but  the proper ornament of
the foul :. for the,. bkmg of the foul,
‘when ablorbed _in intelle®, is then
alone real and true. It is, therefore,
rightly faid, that the beauty and good
of the foul confifts in her ﬁmxhtudc
to the Deity,; for from hence ﬁows all
her ' beauty,’ and -her allotment of a '
. better being.. . But the beautiful itfelf
1s that which 1s called: ‘bcmgs,, and

turpltude
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turpitude is'of a different nature; and
partic:pates more of non-’entity =,'than~
being. : : '
But, “perhaps,” the “good rand the‘
beautiful are the fame,sand muft be
inveftigated by ons and the'fame pro-
c:fs; ‘and in like manner: the bafe and
the evil. * And in the firlt’ rank we
muft place the beautiful, and-confider
it as the fame with ‘the good; ‘from
’whlch 1mmed1ate]y emanates intelle&t
‘as beautlful Next to this, ‘'we muft
confider’ the foul receiving its beauty :
 “from intelle; and “every " inferior
~ beauty deriving ‘its ‘origin from the
‘forming ‘power of the foul, whether
“converfant in“fair a&ians and offices,
or feiences and ‘arts. - Laftly; bodies
*“‘themfelves ‘participate of ‘beauty from
“the i:bunﬁhicﬁ, as ‘{fomething divine,
sl and
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and a portion of the beautiful itflf,
renders whatever it fupervenes and
fubdues, beautiful, as far as its natural
capacity will admit. :
Let us, therefore, reafcend to the
good itfelf, which every foul defires ;
and in which it can alone find per-
- fe& repofe.  For, if any one fhall be-
come - acquainted with this fource of
beauty, he will then know what I fay,
and after what _fnanner he is beautiful.
Indeed, whatever is defirable is a kind
of good, fince to this defire tends.
But they alone purfue true good, who -
rife to intelligible beauty; and fo far
only tend to good itfelf, as far as they
lay afide the deformed veftments of
matter, with which they became con-
nefed in their defcent.  Juft as thofe
who penctrate into the hély retreats
3 o
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of facred myfteries, are firft purified;
and then divelt themfelves of their
garments, until fome -one, by fuch a-
procéfs, having difiniffed every thing
foreign {rom the God, by himflf
alone,- beholds the folitary principle...
of the univerfe, fincere, fimple, and.
pure, from' which all things depend,.
and to whofe tranfcendent perfections:
the eyes of all intelligent natures ‘are
directed, as the proper caufe of being,
life, and intelligence.  With what ar="
~dent love, with what firong defire will
ke who enjdys this  tranfporting vi-"
fion be inflamed, while vehemently af-
fecting to become one with this fu-
preme beauty ? For thus,it is ordain-
ed, that he who does not yet perceive
him, yet defires him as good: but he

' 3 who
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who enjoys the vifion, is enraptured
with his bzauty ; and is equally filled
with admiration and delight. Hence,
fuch a one is agitated with a falutary
aftonifhment ;. is aﬁ'é&éd with the
higheft and trueft love ; derides vehe-
ment affections, ‘and inferior loves,
and de_i]:ﬁfe’é the beauty which he once
-approved. Such, too, is the condition
of thofe, who, on perceiving the forms
of sods or demons, no longer efteem
the faireft of corporeal forms. What
then muft be the condition of that
being, who beholds the beautiful itfelf? -
* In itfelf perfe®ly pure, not confined
. e L e
* In ifelf perfectly pure. This is analogous to.
the defeription of” the beautiful in the latter part of
Diotima’s ‘Speech in the Banquet; a fpecch which
is furely uncqualled, both for elegance of compofiv

- fion and fublxmn} of fentiment, = Indeed, all thér
. .d!.fmples ;

e
{7
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'by any corporeal bond nexthe j ,
mg in the heavens, nor in the earth,,‘
nor. to be imag ed by the mo{’c lovely'

form 1magmat10n can concelve ﬁncc
thefe ate all adventmous and mixt

"A

- and mere fecondary beautxes, proceed—f
ing from the beautxful 1tﬁ1f B
‘then, any oone fhould' ever behold ;

that Wthh is the fource of mumﬁ-b. :

' eence to others, remammg in 1tfe1f
whlle 1t commumcates to all and re-

-

: ce1v1ng nothmg, becaufe poﬁ'eﬁ'mg an
? mexhaufhble fulnefs 3 and fhould fo
: abld e i the mtumon, a5 to bé-
come ﬁmnar to hxs nature, what more

difciplesi of Plato;are remarkable for nothmg fo much ;

as their. profound and exalted comceptions of the
Deity ; and he whoican read the works of Plotmust

and Proclus_in pamcular, and afterwalds pl‘ty the >

weaknefs and erroneoufnefs Qf their opml thi
fubje&, may be fairly pxefumed to be. hlmfelf equal- :
ly an objetft of pxty and tontempt.

e D of

3 i e

3
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of beauty can fuch a one defire? For
fuch beauty, fince it is fupreme in -
dignity and excellence, cannot fail of
rendering its votaries lovely and fair.
:,Add too, that fince the obje& of con-
teft to fouls, is the higheft beauty,
we fhould ftrive for its vaUIﬁthIl with
unabated ardor, left we thould be de-
ferted of that blifsful contemplatlon,
whxch whoever purfues in the right
way, becomes bleffed from the happy'
vifion ; and thch he who does not
obtain, is unavmdably unhappy - For'
- the mxfcrablc man, is not he who ne-
glects to purfue faxr colours, and beau-
tiful corporeal forms who is deprived
of power, : and falls from dominion and:
empire ; but he alone who is deftitute
of this divine poffcﬁion , for ‘which the
_ample dominion: of the carth and fea,.

ey - and

=
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~ and the ftill ‘more extended empire of
the heavens, muft be'relinquithed and
forgot, if, defpifing and leaving thefe
far behind, we ever ‘intend 'to arrive
dt fubftantial felicity, by beholdmg the :
beautiful itfelf. :

What ‘meafures, then, fhall we
adopt? What machine employ, or
what reafon confult, by means of
‘which’ we may contefnplate this 'in-
eﬁ'able beauty : a beauty abiding in
‘the moft divine fanctuary, without
éver proceeding from its' facred re-
-treats, left it fhould be beheld by the
»profane and vulgar eyc? We muf’c
behind the ob_]eé’cs of cerpOreal ﬁght
50 longer look back after any of the
‘accuﬂomed fpe&acles of fenfe. FOr,
21450 neceﬁ'ary that whbever beholds
Dz this

a
‘%
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this bbeauty, thould withdraw his view.
from the faireft corporeal forms ; and,
convinced that thefe are nothing more
than images, veftiges,’and fhadows of
beauty, fhould eagerly foar to; the fair
original from which they are derived.

For he who ruthes to . thefe lower,

beauties, as if grafping realities, when

they are only like beautiful images

appearing 1n  water, - will, doubtlefs,
like him in the fable, by ftretching
after the ﬂxado_w, fink into the lake,
and difappear.  For, by thus embrac-
ing and adhering to corporeal forms,
he is precipitated, not fo much in his
body, as in his foul, into profound

and horrid dgrknefs and thus blind,

like thofe in the infernal regions, con-

verfes ‘only with phantoms, deprived
of the. perccpnon of what is real and |
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true. It is here, then, we may more
truly exclaim, * ¢ Let us depart from’
- “¢ hence, and fly to our father’s delight-
“ful land.” * But, by what leading
frars fthall ‘we dire@& our ‘flight, and
what means avoid' the magic ‘power of
Circe, and the detaining charms of
Calypfo? + For thus the fablc of U-
- eyl
* Let us depart, &es Vide‘Hom.‘n;ad. lib. i,
140s et lib, ix. 2 “.\ A
Qstry.cpty oy vevol ¢|7\m £¢ wm‘gu)‘a 'yamu.
Ty “Por phyry inform us, in his excellent treatxfc,
De Antro Nymph. ¢ that it was:the opinion of
Numenius, the Pythagorean, (to which he alfo af-
fents) that the perfon of Ulyfies, in the Ody fley, re-
prefents to us a man, who pafles ina regular mane
ner, over the dark and ﬁormy fea of generation ; .
and thus, at length, arrives at that region where
tempefts and 1cas are unknown, and ﬁnds a nation,’
who o
Ne’er knew falt, or heard the bxuows roart,”’
Indeed, he who is. confcious of’ the.delqﬁons of .the
~ prefent life, and the enchantments of this material
houfc, in which %is foul is’ detamed like Ulyffes in =
the u-ng.uous cavern of Calypfo, will, like him«

T D B _cona
v :
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Iyfles obfcurcly ﬁgmﬁes, which fcxgns
him abiding an unwilling exile, though
pleaant {pectacles were continually
prefented to his fight; and every thing
was promifed to invite his ftay which
can dehght thc fenfes, and captivate

continually bewall hlS captivity, and inly pine for.a .
return to his native country. Of fuch a one it
may be faid as of Ulyfles (in the excellent and  pa-
thetic tranflation of Mr. Pope,)

# But fad Ulyﬁ'es by. himfelf apart,
" Pour’d the big forrows of his fwelling heart ;
All on the lonely fhore he fate to weep, .
And roll’d his eyes around the reftlefs deep,
~ Tow’rd the lov’d ceaft, he roll’d his eyes in vain,
Tl dlmm’d thh nﬁng gnef they ﬁream'd
~ again,”

- Such 2 one, too, like Uly{les, will not always wlfh
. invain fora paflage over the dark ocean of 3 corpo-
' yeal life, but by the affiftance of Mercury, who may
$vbe conﬁdered as the emblem of reafon, he will at
length be enableci to quit the magic embraces of Ca-
lypfo, the goddefs of Senfe, and to return again
into the arms of Penelope, or Philofophy, thc long
vlpﬁ and proper obje& of his love.

% Odyffey: boek V. 1g3.
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‘the heart. But our true country, like
that of Ulyfles, is from whence we
came, and where our fatherlives. But
where is the fhip to be found, by
which we can accomplith our flight ?
For our feet are unequal to the tafk,

fince they only take us from one part
of the earth to another. May we not
each of us fay,

* What ﬂups have I, what failors to convey,
What oars to cut the long labonous way ?

But it is in vain that we prepare
horfes ' to draw, or thips to tranfport
us to our native land.  On the con-

 trary, neglecting ‘all thefe, as unequal
- to.the tafk, and excluding them en-
tirely from our view, having now clofed

0
. ® See Pope’s Homer’s Odyfley, Book v. 181, 5
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the corporeal eye, * we muft ﬁir‘dp_,
and aﬁ'umc a purer- eye within, which

s e muff flir up and affume a purer eje aithin.
This_inward eye, is no other than intelle&, which
contains in its moft inward recefles, a certain ray of
light, participated from the fun of Beauty and Good,
by which the foul is enabled to behold and become
united with her divinely folitary original. ~ This di-
vine ray, or, as Proclus calls it cuifmud, a mark or
impreflion, is thus beautifully defcribed by that phi-
lofopker, (Theol. Plat. p. rog). ¢ The Author of -
the univerfe, (fays he) has planted in all beings im-
preﬂ'lons of his own perfett excellence, and though
thefe, he has placediall beings about himfelf, and is
prefent with them in an ineffable manncr,'exerhpt
from the univerfality of things.  Hence, every be-
ing cntering into the ineffable fanctuary of its
own nature, finds therea fymbol of the Father of all:
And by this myftical impreflion, which corr efponds
to his nature, they become united with their origi-
nal, drveﬁmg themfelves of their own eflence, and
Lallening to become: his ‘impreflion: alone ; andy
through a defire of hls unknown nature, and of the
fountain of good, to participate him alone. And
when they have afcended as far as to this caufe, they

-cnjoy pclfc& tranquility, and are converfant in the
pugepnon of his divine progeny, ‘and-af the love
wiich all thmgs naturally poi"e[s of goodnefs, un-
knewn, ineffable, wzthout partlctp’xtmn, and tran-
feendently full.” oot

- all
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all men’ poflefs; but which is alone
ufed bya few. What is it then this
inward eye beholds ? Indeed, fudden~
ly raifed to intelleGtual vifion, it can-
not perceive an object exceeding bright:
The foul muft therefore be firft accuf-
tomed to contemplate fair ftudies, and
. then beautiful works ; not fuch as
arife from the ‘operations of art, but
fuch as are the offspring of worthy
men : ‘and next to this, it is ncccﬁ'arf :
to view the foul which is the parent
of this lovely race.  But you will afk,
_after what manner is this beauty of a
worthy foul to- be perceived ? It is
thus.  Recall your thoughts inward,
and if, ‘while contemplating yourfelf,
you do not perceive yourfelf beautiful,
imitate the ftatuary ; who, when he
defires 2 heautiful - ftatue, "cuts ’ax}f/a);r

» what



g 420 )

What is ﬁ,lper,ﬂuoilsz meOthS and PO
lithes what is rough, and never defifts
until he has given it al] the beauty his
att is able to effect.. In this manner
- mufl you proceed, by lopping. what is
 luxusiant, dire@ing what is oblique,
and, by purgation, illuftrating. what is
gbfcure; and thus continue to polith
~ and beautify your flatue, until the di=
* wine {plendor of Virtue thines upon
you, and . Temperance, feated in pure
and holy majefty, rifes to your view.
If you become. thus purified, rcﬁdmg in
,yourfelf and havmg nothmg any long-
er to 1mpedc this unity of mind, and
. B0 farther mlxture to be found Wlthln,
bat. perceiving your Whole {elf to be
a true light, and.light. alone b 11ght
whlch though 1mmenfc, 15 not mea-
ﬁmd by g magmtude, nor limited

: . by
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- by ‘any ¢ircumfecribing - figure, but is
every - where immeafurable; as- being
greater -than every meafure, and more
excellent: than every - quantity: ify
perceiving - yourfelf: thus ~improyed,
and t‘ruﬁing folely to yourfelf; :as no
longer requirin'g’»é guide, fix now fted-
faftly  your ‘mental view, for with the
intelleGtual eye alone, can fuch immenfe
beauty be perceived.  But, if your eye
is 'yet infeCted - with any fordid con-=
cérh, and not thoroughly refined, while
it is on'the ftretch 0 behold thiy moft
. ‘fhining {pe@acle, it will be immedi-
ately darkened ' and incapable of intui-
tion, though fome one thould declare
the fpectacle prefent, Whlch it might be
Jotherwnfe able 'to dlfccm ‘For, itis
“here neceffary, that the percewer and
the thingepercéived, fHould be fimilar
T npy NG - fo
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to each other, before true vifioni can
exift. Thus 'the {fenfitive eye, can
never be able to furvey the orb of the
fun, unlefs ftrongly endued with folar
fire, and participating largely of the
vivid ray. Every one, therefore, muft
become divine, and of godlike beauty,

"+ before he can ‘gaze. upon a god, and

the beautiful itfelf.. Thus proceeding
in the right way of beauty, he will
~ firft-afcend into the region of intelle,
contemplating every fair fpecies, the
beauty of which he will perceive
10 be no other than ideas themfelves;

for all things are  beautiful by:the fu-

pervening irradiations of th;fé, becaufe -
they are “the offspring ‘and effence of |
intelle&. But  that which is fupe-—-
rior to thf*fe, is ‘no other than the
~fountain of  good, every where W;dc}y

S difufs
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diffufing around the ftreams of b'cauty,\'

and hence, in difcourfe, called the

beé.utiful itfelf’; becaufe, t;_eéuty' is its

immediate offspring. - But, if you ac-’

curately  diftinguifh ‘the intelligible

objects, you will call the beautiful
the receptacle of ideas; but the good

itfelf, which is fuperior, the fountain-
and puncxplc of the beautiful;

you may place the firft beautxful and,ﬂ
the good in the fame principle, inde~
pendent of the beauty whxch there;f‘_

{fubfiftso¥®, e »

" *® But before I take my leave of Plotinus, I c#n-.‘ ;

not refrain from addrefling a few words tothe Plate~
nical part of ny readers. ~ If fuch, then, is the wifs

dom contained in the works of tlus phxlofopher, as:
we may conclude from the prefent fpecxmen, s it fie
fo divine 2 treafure thould be con®ealed in fhameful’

oblivion?  With refpec to true phxlofophy, you
muft be fenfible that all modern fes are in'a flate
of barbarous ignorance: for Materialifim,-and its

_attendant Senfuality, have darkened the eyes of the

many,. with thc milts of error ; and are continually
e . firength-

)
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firengthening their corporeal tie. - And can any
thing more effectually diffipate this increafing gloom
than difcourfes eompofed by fo fublime a geuius,
pregnant with the molt profound conceptions, and
every where full of intellectual light? Can any
thing fo thoroughly deftroy the phantom of falfe
enthufiafm, as eftablifhing the real obje&t of thetrue?
Let us then boldly enlift ourfelves under the banners
of Plotinus, and, by his affiftance, vigoroufly repel

- the encroachments of error, plunge her dominions

into the #byfs of forgetfulnefs, and difperfe the dark-

o . mefs of her baneful night.  For, indeed, there never
A

S

‘was a period which required fo much philofophic
exertion; or fuch vehement contention from the
lovers of Truth, On all fides, nothing of philofo-
phy remains but the name, and this is become the
fubject of the vilelt proftitution : fince it is not only
_ engrofled by the Naturalift, Chemift, and Anatomift,
but is ufurped by the Mechanic, in every trifling’
invention, and made fubfervient to the lucre of tiaf-
fic and merchandize. ' There cannot furcly be a
greater proof of the degcneracxpf the times than .
fo unparalleled ‘a dégradation, and fo barbarous a
~ perverfion of terms. - For, the word philofophy,
which implies the love of wifdom, s now become.
the ornament of folly.  In' the times of its iﬁv&ﬁ;
tor, and for many fuccecding ‘ages, it was’ expref-.
five of modefty affd worth : in our days, it is the
badge of impudence dnd vain };i'ct‘éilﬁbns. It was
formerly the fymbol of the ‘profound and contem-
plative genius; it'is now the mark of the fuperficial
and unthinking practitioner. It wWas_onae, rever-
: 1 * o eided

T
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em:ed by kings, and clothed in the robes of nobxhty 3

it is” now (according to its true acceptation) aban-

doned and defpifed, and ridiculed by the vileft Ple-
beian. - Permit me, then, my fiiends, to addrefs you
in the words of Achillesto Hector. :

Roufe, then, your forces, this important hour,
Colle& your ftrength, and call forth all your pow’r.

Since, to adopt the ammated Ianguace of Neptune
to the Greeks,

- on daftards, dead to.fame,
1 wafte no anger, for they feel no fhame;

But you, the pride, the flower of all our hoft,
My heart weeps blood, to fee your glory loft.

Nor deem the exhortation impertinent, and the dan-
ger groundlefs.

For lo! the fated time, th® appointed fhore ;
Hark ! the gates burft, the brazen barriers roar.

Tinpetuous ignoranee is thundering at the bulwarks
of philofophy, and her facred retreats are in danger
_ of being demolifhed, through our fecble refiftance.

Rife, then, my fiiends, and the victory will be ours,
The foe is indeed numerous, but; at the fame time,
feeble : and the weapons of truth, in-the hands' of
vigorous union, defcend with irrefiflible force, and

are fatal wheiever they falls
2 °
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