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Of Man, his Congeption, tmd Birth,
‘VHFPE the Tigris 'md Euplnates roll-
their fertilizing waters,” even in the land
where tradition has placed the garden of
Eden, lived, under the ‘reign of the se-
cond Nebuchadnezzar, the renowned
Abessalom. The torrents at one time sent
from Heaven tg deluge the terrestrial
globe, ,ppeared to have respeeted ﬂns :
happy spot. : :

It would seem as if they had but skim-
med thesurface, nor taken vughrofits pris-

&g be'mty Removed from the tumult
- of cities, hf,re the sage dweltin peace, an

: adoaved the frue God. \‘Jrfh the faadest

' B2y C;.ff’
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care, he: sndeavonred'\ to pegpgfua;cl
amongst a peop1e o ‘wh(mg hﬁz was the
revered patriarch, tlfe early usages of tl.e
,eart‘c; and to. tnh end Q_equently offrr~
o up- thinEsoi MRS e Alnﬁbﬁ’t)"“ﬁnf
the same form, and accompanied by like
sacrifices, as did the virtuous Aber. His
Justxce,beneVolence and hospitality, were
alike admxmstered vith a grace the most
\dmmﬁed

d tonchmo

In her Was;_ _mted cvery amacnon, cap-

able to charm and awe. But;alas! tv.eity 3
~years elapsed, and no frmt was. sen

erownan union so fair. In conseqitence,
tears of sorro.v would £l the eyes (;f‘this
2 qthermse happy cauple, and cuase away:
thase mdu}ged by nutual tendemess

Noema, nope]ess of becommo a mo-




ueahh it oc¢ ms:o,ned sh‘e grew every d-\y
more mdxﬁ'e.en; o ' ' 3
‘It was dl’rmg SOImnme momems Of ")31}’1
' fu, reflection; thaty ivokn‘a acuden‘z"ﬂv '

3

Taside, she perctwed near he zufcw of}r
u,ncommim size and néavty, while c'!osei
beside”it was Jaid a lamb white as the
d*;ven snow.
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siill bewailing, when the clouds opened,
and a ball of fire descended on the altar—
the vietim is corsumed, and nppearsrno
ascend as a Jambent flame to IHeaven,.
while gradually the light of day is with-
drawn, and almost total dc-kness: sur-
rounds the d\sellmvf of Abessalem and
Noema. .

Tost in wonder they procee& to enter
the: rhabltatmn whg.n thelrsurprrse isanew
excxted , by the appeax‘ance of two s*ran-
gers on the threshold. ‘One was habited
ina 'G'U'm’évntgf' white, w‘hich'srwept the
B ,'und' hls air was mild and dignified,
~on hlS Lps p}ayec. an affectionate smlle,

:md he befd in his hand a lighted. torch.
gentle and dxstmct he demand-
. sﬂum,ﬁ'an& offered as a recom-
- pence,- a blessmo of peace. The other
_ stranger was' arrzyed in a vest of gaudy
texture, and his aspect betra)ed a cha-
racter h'\uohty andnnvenorxs Heende-x— :
voured howeve., to cnrrect th;
sior., by a csmp]a[sant tone of
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- he smlled not, t'hou0h apparently anx~
ious to'exhibit unwomed joy; his ex-
. pressions were hurried and eloguent. -
His right hand was ornamented wich the’
brightest jewels,>while his-left. rrraspeci x
dagger, that he concealed beneath his:
- garment? He demanded of Abessalom.
an asylum also; and rn return offpred him
\a considerable sum of money, in his opx-
" nion’ preferable to an ¢mpty, blessing.-
The travellers equally struggled for ad-
mittance ; at the same time each refused.
to enter, was the other admitted. Upont
“which Abessalom, without hesisation, of-
fered his hand to him who proffered the
- simplest recompence. ~ The rejected tra-
_ veller had pierced Erm to: the heart,
the accepted stranger offered a defence
by thrusting his torch into.the face of his
- rival; who mstamly fled, uttering horruﬁ—
_cries.  The friendly torch sdll served tovf
‘llumme the dwelling of Abessalom, and}»
the peaceful ssranger‘havmg pmtook of
Blpas fruaral

9k
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,iﬁhew eonﬁlusxon' pxeé.ct 1o less. :
b "medxa!e and fav?\tn'\ble in-
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)' o
ou a;;swer not—&let me then'r“

A-i\dethouont I was on the spot whgrﬂ,
) yﬁsraday we made. our burm—oﬁ‘ermg
“1there raised Y- thoughts to heaven and.
“cried aload, * ¢ Almighty God! { .encempats
‘me. xf«&ha‘u wilt even wnh that flame
= whmh consumed our, S’I‘CI‘]T{‘E, “but ﬁrst:«
suffer me te. leave orx eutﬁ §‘ome hvmcr _f
L:ace of my ematence af upon tbxszearth

!

: scmne to yov bat follawed &
seemed to xecede, tbs’: _a%u;'e

of an treltc bemty . she dlrf’cted her looks

fowar ‘"me, and a@@d ﬁxe in a voice -
: =, 5 me]o?hous
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melodious beyond whet we' have ever
heard;: < The wisdom of Abessalom she
‘uttered, * and thy constant piety, Noem he
: me,xts that thou ~houldst ‘bear. the name
» y _’but in obtaining this en-
‘ dez"mv title, remember that the maternal
state is’ ‘rather an ocean of solicitude than
an: abund'mt source of pleasures. Learn,
that from the moment thy oﬂsprmg 1S en-
- gendered n thy bosom, even' till the mo-
ment when death' will return him to the
foot of the Most High, he will be placed
between dangers and _pleasures, between
the charms of virtue and the seductions of
vice. Oznei*, who yesterday shared thy
'hospltahtv, shall be his angel of peace,
‘and shgﬂ support him-with a strength di-
bur Galgalt, the spirit of darkiiess,
‘whose offers thy husband 1eJec'ed wiil
abe. equally present to thy son, and will
; “use every effort to hrfe him along pre-
cnpxces Thxs chﬂd Qhaﬂ be_,ree—-let ’nm

= '(hiheaxdof@@“ :fr

St Or Revo]ut on.

xhem ’



— lids of him: and hisbeloved.
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them chonse ; and et all thy cares, the-
]essons, thy e(amp]m, tend to direct hlS
freedom aright. 1 have said—and thou
sha‘t be.a mother.’ The phantom msap~
peared, and theheavens mstantl) closed
but therc remaimed diffused over n‘y'
whole: veing a- Sensatxon of sallsfactxon, ;
of joy ineffable, and” which: methought
thou, Abessalom, sha*‘ed equa’lly—at this =
moment I awoke.” s :
-« A mother- then shalt thou be"’ crled -
Abessalom; A‘“wnth rapture do I hail the

plesaoe 132 Aﬂam sleep closed the eye— %

And. now the. exlstence of Noéma as—
-sumed a-new- colourmv The sun’s vxv.ni‘

beams.had, no-donet, 10 [hP course o

ven lustres, ksh'ldowed her complexx@ft
vet hitherto the acrmty of youth an

health OVEI hel cheel\s &ra&ijz iy ‘her J
countenance. became. pale, and hes looksJ
though ever Jempered by modesty, as-
sumed. new. fire, Jlrﬁms, “hitherto rare -

s
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Abessalom  flew like .whtmrrg towards -
his Just and brave compa.uons he breath-
ed into them courage and intrepidivy,
With ‘unaccountable celerity he caused
treestobe jevelled ; and the banks of the
Euphutes furnishing abundance of sand, -
as also mud of a tﬂuunous quality, vast’
“entrenchm=ats to ppvose the progress of
the enemy were in one-day raised. . A
b&d of Euac S trooos, blinded by success
aﬂdpresumpnon scarcely attended to the

oBStacles mow opposed to them. They
qurf‘kly divected their' javelins against
the fort wfuch arr. and zeal umited, had’
established “with a,Apromphtnde almost
supernatural. ‘The besieged. sheltered . -
themselves Behind their entrenchments,
and thus tendered the-cloud of -darts un- -

~ availing ; while they scized ‘the moment
~m:which their enemies were employed,
in ehargmfr their ‘bows anon to fling de-
: strucuon upon them. Foaming withrage, -
~the troops of Enac agxin rent¢w the
cha-ge, andabatk theu- arTows are spent -
= . aﬂamst-
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- againsts the newry-raised #wallj -~ which’

they next endeavoured, by ‘seﬁ'el‘\z;i at=
tac’ss, to cause ‘a breacl in; but';evéz‘y
where they were foiled by th foresiz
of Abessa!om, and the mloui‘mf hi e
diers. OFtbe misguided: qssallants “num-" '
bers recelved death wnhm tnelr 1ents 3
others" too to ﬂmhf “and wel:c pursued?'
into marsbes and defnes where they pe-
rished; the wild 1mpetuosny ol their f‘e-;
neral havnwprevented him from sccuring
a safe retreat, in case of failure, " © "
This rebellious chief, hovever, collect-
ing the remains of “his' scaitered army,
placed himself-at the entrance of a wood,’
from whence he commenced a furious
attack upon Abes*fﬂom, as “he’ returned
from pursuing the fugitives. The com-.
bat was desperate, and blood: strgzrmed on
each side, when Ena‘c suddenly determi-
ned on a truce. His sahhem res’ed on
their arms, he ad\anced before them n

front_of where A.bessalom cpmmanded

(S saldg‘xe “that S0
;many

4
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mitted to Abessalom and pmn‘m’d faith-
fully to return to- their duty. On three
conditions only wounld he grant theh Ppet-
dop=—that they should first join with Him
in ‘of_‘f"erihg a-sacrifice tc the troe God;
‘secondly, that the; should repair and Jay -
their arms at the feet of Somer, in whose
X eauqe he had gonquered, and who would
- transmit . the “homage to his king ; Ia;t]s,
_that. the standara of the enemy shoud:
* become: his(Abessalom’s), as the rewar d
of » victory. he. condlhons were ac\ept— :
—ed mth- gmgltude, s=ami.@a victim imme—

: tmly grcat who,
- tears at the: moment ber b;efox’ed enters

the path of,/ }ory and of danaer, ‘thmks

sherf chsumce from l;he s::;ne oE‘

e -5 actxon,h;
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_his hands; and thus their destraction de=
stroyed the evil pmsa@e wnuh the toe
"« susceptible Nogma might have copaeived
from their flight. ~To enumerate: every
instance of the tender and preserving
care of Abessalom, during this anxious
- period, would be ..ndl&ss
The«chief - governor, Somer, had not
forgotten the disdnguished.services ren-
> dered-him by Abessalom; but tae infir--
- mity of age had made him: defer, until the
_ arrival of autumn, his project o: visiting
the chief, even in his humble dwelling.
QH;S approach was now anticipated ‘by
bessalom and. No&ma ;and every pre-
parat'on thagtould ﬂatter and do homage
3 uest so- ncole, was made bv them
for his teception. Ere thc moment that
e Was to appear,  Noéma bestowed more
xhan%?eemmon care in the decoration of
- berpersun ; forgSomer was the friend of
A};eswlem and had caused his wisdom
nd gaiomz to whme resplendant. Ag ooL
en net‘r%ﬁramed Ihe luxurlance ggf'her S




i

: ofrepast bemv arrived, Samer led No'
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‘ﬂowmw rmalets hér form WS envelorpeM
in a ‘garment gf Fne Jinen, cuuously
wr:utrht ‘the same she ‘had worn on. her
bridal day; while asandal, newand siegant,
sraced her foot =znd displayed the deli-
,t}écy of i*s form. Ths attired, she ad-
~vanced -to welconre ‘the aged governor,
who gratefully retarned hersaluhtlovl_l_s,./
Mutual acknowledgements h:wmg past.
tWeen Abes&alom and his gpest fm— fas ;

forth, and seated her beside knn, on s

couch p]aced amidst tables prepare,d ‘f}ar

_sen, whlch was mtermmtrled wnh giewces |
' emblematm of oenerosxry, kmdness,gu&

W o P _as

=R ¥
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Chimi—¢ «« Mgst wort-hy among men, if our‘_i
- rural repast has net been dlspleasm« to
tHeo thou wilt not refase (aceqrding
to od’r cuistom, and t!}at of our fathers) to
Jém in than.,sonmcr to the Most ngh'»
for the fazou;«s we he\:ve tasteJ *and bov -
“ing his knee, Abessalon profgunced, in
* a voice elevated :md aﬁlctm % Oh, God -
cof mQI'CleS' to increasé thy glory is im-
possxb!e but suffer at least that ours shaﬂ:._
conslsgm*admmv thee, and acknowledtr-"" ]
" ing the abundmce of thy fa?ours-——lct :
S our WOI‘Shlp, purified by thy Hght, for ever
encxrcle the footstool of thy tbrone"' .

qomer, raising from bls mad the udra that_

covered it, bv whxch hxs whlte hau‘s were
vcattered ovez h's co'mten:mce, added,
& \ext to the Most High, ]t 1s ﬁt we

;Bab} on,

33

- the oreat king I\ebn :
and raléino bls voblet hf p
forth a hbmon

'4 Zar;
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~his followers bow the Lnee. - Abessalom
‘,."a'nd Noéma stood erect ; then eyes were
cast down, and they- witnessed the cere-
mony with indalgence. - They were too

_much- eniightened by the true faith to

join in what was passing—nevertheless
- they could be peaceable and tolerant,

- The timeat length arrived when Somer
was.called by affairs of importance to re-
vun home. At the moment of separa-

tion, he took from his tiara a jewel of

. gteat beauty, and presenting it to Nogéma,
‘i said, “This gem formerly vbelouoedto the
; lkl st ious: Semtramxs, it is fitter to '"ldO!'B
g wﬂmn mine. Its]ustre becomes ghy :
Be"u,{y, and can well assort wrth the en-_
ghiened w isdom and bright mtellwencc :
~ that shines resplendant in thy husband;; let
s bnﬂxancy reflect in thy sight the hap-
' 'pm ss_thou hact, _united, shed oser the
evening of my da;s as also my grati-
e was departu ar'd,Nﬁoe;ma :
12 followed him: . Er
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¢ ¥ Remain,” sail t.he old m‘an; o virt’&e :

should ever prebede power, but nestr’

fo-;loth : e Gt T
& Ah,” rephed Noénfa, « thou art ¥ir-

tue’s self eshf: can nelther precedé norfol-

low theg” o . 'y :

Somer bowed ‘to Noénia, but by a

. ook of autherity, p,revented leer from at-

tending him without their habitation. 4
As he departed, Noéma shed tears of

mmrled gratitude and regret.
Abessalom, with a nuinerous 1etmue,‘

: accompamed him. some part of his jour-
“'mey> In token of a last farewell, Somer

- pressed to his heart the hand of Abessa-

> lom, who in return clasped the knees of
< his venerable frlend and returned with

2 da) might have invited.

pected crms, “tite more fwély,,ﬂf

~haste to watch over Noéma, and dispel
from her mind any melancholy impres-
sion ‘the affecting cirmmsgancos' of the

<: Phe nearer she apploachf

'redouble his attentions towards ber.” She

c 2ty b-écame,
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became IaHO'md and redemary = hls inges
: _nuity was exercised in torming new de-.
vices tn lure herirom home, thus to chear
her imagination by a succession of ob-
jeets. It was returning from rather a
long walk with Noéma, th.t her more
-than common inquietude warned Abes-
salom that- the decitive moment was at
hand.© « Yet tiwe perhaps may remain
to us,” said he,” * to propitiate by -a sa-
crifice the  favour of Ged for .our Yabe,
now on the eve of emering npon
tife e = ;

- The meon had been in her perigee -
ﬁ)ﬁwg’rmgﬁ{s only, and the sun was on
the pe > point of enterir the sign of Sagita-

3 ?jﬁs a period reckoned amongst the hap- -
oo &!”bﬂy'ﬁxe Chaldean astronomers, whgn
A%}om, Who had watched with impa-
»ﬁﬁ?fﬂhmmermv dawn, left his
ing, even as the first bright gleam
ﬁﬁiﬁ‘e' he earth,
“Attended by his domesnes, he with
_haste bent bis steps. towards the east, and
2 = .o -~ SOHghE

6\‘1.

. e o B
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‘whatever is requisite to the sacnﬁee :
The procession is closed by the Mrgnis X
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soucrbt the sumnrit of a moﬂnf not far (h‘f"
want from his habitation. . On this spothe
erested an altar; Yntendmg to offer a sa--
critice to the Creator, 4nd xnplore the
protection of those celestial spirits, des=
tined by *his provxdevxce to preside over’

the course cf the sfars, and at the birth

of mortals. - He had appeiiited to parti=

dipate in this homage his most deveted
subjects of both sexes: Andnow appear
a groupe of virgins, elad in. theéir holiday-
garbg, and carrying on their arms baskets
filled with flowers and arematic herbs;

and conducting a young heifer, t'nat ha& :

not yet fulfilled its second year:

of youths follow, attired as for amf‘ |

pomp or combat. _Distributed amangﬁ(
them is the wood, the fire, the vases, and

or kmdred of the. )oatnfu] bzmd:eﬁ, both

A C I e e Wlth

g
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e f‘V\gi<gh§h§1'éssiStance-of nis attendants, he -

had already toosened from the earth &

;sqilate‘of marble, and placed it abave
some bratiches of-young oak trees. Three
verdant sods, stripped from the turf, and
placed onv abO\e the other, sepved as
steps to the altar. 5
5 ‘The progsssien arrives at its base, a

spark is communicated to the 'aromatibs,

and they seatter an odour sweet andin=

ebtiating to the senses.  The young dam=

sels deck the heifer with the last flcwers

of:m:tumn; itis bound upon the marble;

- the steel, whicu is to compleat the sacri-

. fice, and which reflects the rays of the ri- -
sing sun, glitters in the right hand of
Abessalom as he exclrims, “Oh my God!
‘thou in whose hands are placed the seeds

- of life and death, thou who hast enlight-
ened our souls thh aspark unextmvmsh-

: ab-ie d‘ecm to- recrasrd with’ complacencv

: »the mmﬁce which atthis moment con~

seér'ﬁeﬂto thee—let the hfe-blood of this

,mﬁtent victim, hke the purest incense,:

s . - mount
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mount to thy thione, only
“ charged with new l.mht i
which No#ma shalt’ presenﬂy Qﬁ'en ta the.
“world.  The offences of-otie first parents;
the eutrages committed by their descen- -
dants, have no doubt given to thee the
;ust right to cacrifice our first-born, even
at the moment they eater the gates of
" “%ife: " But thy clemercy issuehy thag thou s
- yet leavest to man the glorious. prnlkegc
of meriting thy favours; and. thy Jusxﬁe
- and reercy are content, that the blood of.
animals taken from our peaceful
shall supply that of mortals due to my(
“jrritated vengeance.  Fstrike thep;wuh-

.. out cruelty this unoffending hc1f¢'.t¢~.--m#'5j.,~
" her death acquit the tribute o\f bkmwf
 to thee, ar&propmate thy favourtqgl‘am&
tofne a'son; who shall learn fremm%@n
devote to thee his liveliest seg;gmggtg,@
fear, love, grautude, and adora&:mﬂ"

..
J. 5

- bead eyen on theplacejvherajms»bo‘ d.
A T c4 5 Abess.dam
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The entr ﬂs are Consumed and the‘r re-
m"nndtr ci the victim being first purified
~in holy flame, is distributel ta the mo-
: tbexs of fwmlhestben present. - :
L ‘Voen‘a and 1, said Abessalom to thc
b\; sumders “ we owe you our thaphs for
h@ zeﬁl }ou have concurred in towqrasf
our sacuﬁce I‘orcet not  therefcre to
assemb}e about the second hour of neon,
on the plzun ‘bt*neat‘\ the hill of Phasga
_which fronts our dw elling. This shall be
fg day of feasting, and the youth who
shgws himself most. nrmble in the race
shall meet a reward " The prize shall be
awarded from the hand of Noéma; ‘and- -
: dancmg shall crown this day, which from
tsczr]:est daun has been consecrated to

_o-r
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ed vith plain leaves, w’fﬁc?'\ &v .ssume
the yellow tint of 1utumn' ; 'lhe course
is detenr’med—at its termmatxon the -
_ stake is erected, and bears on its summit”
a basket, whieh th(: victor is- d'estined to
carry to' Noéma, " who shall plaCe in it a
- roll of stuff woven with the finest W(.ol
ofhex focks. On each side of the course,
seats “Tormed with the turf are mtenc}ed
for the aged spectators and the"‘ oung

damqels
55 heTout‘xa, to the number of'ﬁflv, are

- now pIaced in a line; ‘and Noéma is to :
give the signal to start, by letting her
right hana, whichis elevated fall upoh‘
‘her heart. : 5 : 3
- Tt would be tedious and difficnlt to de=
scribe the hopes and preten jonsof these *
various rivals, It will easily be m"t»afL ed, &
that the heare of many a young‘ sf%e;lp‘€
herdesa was deep]y mteres‘ted‘ n‘!freu'
y €5
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‘imﬂ success  In pamcuhr, we wxli ne-
tice Susanna*, distin cuished: for her beau<
“ty and modesty. She loved; almost nn-
known_to her own bosom, the youthful
Choereas+t, remarkable for his slender and
graceful form, for the valety and inno-
cence of his manners, and, al ove all for
his dutiful affectien to his aoed fdther -
But the fatier of Chcereas was poor, and, :
the s of Susanna ane of the richest ir.ha-
thanss of the country. The youth was
:T}snh the charms of this 1(\e]_y
shepherdess yet had he never dared to
- echo her name, ever when wandering

amidst paths the most sclitary.  As the
signal for the race was given, his eyes.
met those of Sltéﬁpn:Tﬂeet as an arrow
he cleaves the air, and soon 'eaves his
_eompetitors behind, all but Amasiah, the: -
: sh‘o‘".gbst and most undaunted of all, who
, es at-the term, even at the same mo-
‘ment with him.  Cheereas embraced his

< o 5 :
% Orthelyand rese. -+ Or joyfal
- 3 ¥ < ; ) = : rival *




rn-al—“ \V’g,shre l vnciory ‘allke, Sﬂ% 4
h\-: & l%ut we ha\'e )at.between -

of the 10\ ehest and MosT \lrtuods fair. af,
Chaldea. ik ISPeafc not of .her weah}., I" ;
regard n*nob, fet us then wrestle for the

~ prize, ‘and see which of us-(our. efl tsr
“-alike animated by the same dwmﬁ; ?—
: Jectrshall mdeed be vxctonous Lo :

him by nature, 1mmed.ately accc
challenge, and presses Cheereasin. gtgrms.
The right foot of each is of;posed to thaf
of the other ; their left, in a re.cedmg po ;
sition, is strained to the eartb and.
3 Iances the efforts ot their arms. IL

wonderfu& dextem), and by.a s
evolution of his left foot; des*;oj*é,b
balanee of his adversary, a nd ,lznxs iR
prostrate on the earth§ R
Cheereas now “seized _tb,g,,

cH
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_with a tranquil and modest air ‘placed
it at fhefeet of No3sma. The basket was
covered—she raised the lid, which con-
cealed two turtle doves; white as nilk,
and* who sheltered with “their wings a
‘third, their offipring, and na? yet fledg-
ed. They had been tamed by Zambri *
-in his rustic dwerlinz; during his ]eisure :
‘moments, and were intended as an em(%fe-
“matic gift for Noéma. With one hand ~
~ she takes the basket, and with the other
prespnts the roll of stuff to- Chicereas; who
'?mxmedxately hands 1t to his father, be-
“seeching that it may defend him against
the mclemem:} of approaching winter,
~ sinee his wealth was not sufficient to pr o-_
‘ de hinr with other means. Tears flow-
; dowx\ the old man ’s cheeks; which hls
_grey hairs w:ped away. At a scene so
'i‘ﬂ‘et'tm'r €very one arose, and became
~ ahxious to 1pp]aud the victor. Susanna
re"mmed; ated, hor raised er eyes— one

- single
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single ulance, hmﬁ ever, esmped‘to Choe
reas; and assured t& him a 't
equalled.

”resently music ce]eBrated the glory
of Cheereas, and semmotted to the dance.
Abesswlgm arose from his verdant throne,
and t'\kmv‘the hand of No€ma, pressed
herto descend and- b’é{ray the signal that
vtas to commence rheir innotent amuse-
ment. Noéma obyyecf,' and AbésSa.Jom
leadmcr forth” the timid Susannz p?aced

~her-hand within that of the conqueﬁor's.

Abessalom and \Toema h'wmo' ‘conti- .
nued for some time to_observe the xarl-“

ous windings of the dance; and by 3[;}511
presence add to the common joy, retired,
participating in each other’s satisfac :
“at the pleasure they were the méaixs df
distributing. i
The warbling of blrds had nem‘ly as-
ed and the croaking frOf“ steﬁhng from
its oozy bed, gave smqm of fir~ wea-
~ther the succeedme*da",' when each fond
father, accompamed bv h}s'&wghter —who
T lanshed
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- lavished ~on™ him . casesses of respectful
tendemess, and eack mother supporteu
on thestronger arin of person, who ca-
roled for her some song with which sne
haa amused hisinfancy, reached their ha=
bitatiens, having partaken largely of the
‘hospitality of Abessalom. At'ength sleep
clesed the eyelids of every inhabitant of :
thecanton. —slecpunvisited bv‘those p‘mn-
toms that watch by the couches of the
mcked ; s e
. “Abesalom” and Nosma also par*ook -
“of this delightful calm, accorded by their
mqrtal as well-as immortal siate towards:
 the virtgous. The first hour of the sue-
- ceeding morn however arrived, and
. Noéma awoke distra~ted by the pains of
7 chﬂdbut‘\ ‘Nor vet would “she alarm
Abessalom. It belongs to a woman ‘of
. deﬁcacy and sensibility te devour in se-
. ‘czet the Srst torments that precede: the
bu‘th of her mfant—perhaps from an an-
deﬁned feelma of modestv mmgled with
a xpluctance . lmPa'rt suifering to a hus--
dr - i ; band i
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band beloved Huwever, these sotrows;
‘ “predicted to” woman and her auectlonate
partner, who necessan]y shares them, in-
crease hourly, and call for. succout, “ten-
der and informed.. The sympathy cap-
able of elecmfymv two hearts destined-to -
exist next e'leh other, had identified too
nearly the existence of, Abe‘ssalom and
i {\oema, not fo make him sensible to her
_sufferngs almost beforé they were heard.
£ Cour:me, my beloved,” said he, gent]y‘s"‘
- approzching his face to hers, « the grand
- moment isarrived, and thou art preparing
to give'to the great Author of your being -
a new object to adore him.” e
Abessalom arose, and looking around,
“removed from the apartment all the ﬂaw§‘

23

“ers and divers perfummes, which fitly should .
disappear before the first of all fruits,
and which might tend to enervate the pa-

rent stock from which i was to proceed.

<. He next summoned the a{ten'dants of hls %
household, ofa sex whose compassmnate

heart, the dehcacy of whos..‘ orgam, ‘/f &
Y : e YH"LOSG
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. whose touch,‘whose aﬁ‘ecnonate nature, -
is gifted with the sicred pn\l!eoe ofbest
scothmg the afflicted, above all, -of suc=-
courmng her on the eve of bec,om ag a-
mothex ! ¢

Abessalom - provided consolauon for-
the least fears of Noéma. =« 'Ah T my
beloved,” cried she, hhat 4f Ishonld
die ! it is the will of Goc. that d‘uwer
s.-.ouH dnsel} a.tend on those suf"ermbsl
experience.” ;

g Remember my Noéma,” replied
Abessalnm “ that thy mother, in brmo-

ing” thee forth trusted 1n Cod, ‘.rd was

“« Bui Zebea, our neighbour,” r'e'tumf-

 ed N, Neéma,  did sie not expire, even at -
the moment that her son lived 27 =

2 ls! Jud«rments of the Eternal,” > add=
EdiAbessalom “in: pamcuku veneranons
ar & crutal‘le—but let us remaxk that
: Z = 'had recened f.om nature a stature

mxserable and dzsmrted wnf": dlﬁicuhy

couTr] she moye a few paces from her
£ -?,"‘?"'“. $ dwelh'xg,'gE
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dwelling ; her disposition too; in- conseé-
* qdence; was acrid and fretful; “calculated ~
to increase the dangers of her situation—
~ but: for thee, Noéma, purfect sf.lmmetfy
marks thy form, as does the purest— Cau=
dour thy '~‘oul——th'us‘ fear and canger be-
long not * 0 thee !”
During .every mter‘:al of repose en=
“-joy red by Noéma, Abessalom wzs employ-
- ediin-recalling her thetights either to the
happiest moment§ of their past existence,
or in leading:them to the future—thefu- -
ture, how glorious! when she should
claspto her besom the son.or daughter of
a beloved husband, when she should
nurture it, guide its infant etens—yea‘"
* that being whose virtues and whose aﬁ'ecﬁ :
- tion should hereafter doubl) recompen
et o= 2 ,
Atlen ath the m oment arrwes———ev@n asf

she hears Wr mfam—Tse‘.

T cnﬁ
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cries that asvaken secret mdescrlb:xble jo¥
" within a father and 4 mothnrs heart:!" -

Noéma receives the tender kiss of her
beloved, and peace and joy once more
ivadiate. her “countenance. Nor will
"Abessatom, also restored to ‘happiness,
turn towards his Babe, until ful'y assured
of the safety of it mother, :
-« Itis ¢ boy! 12 cried he, &t lenvth
: genﬂe accents, fearing to increase: t}%
‘agitation of his. Noe'navsf,

“ Dear Abessalom,” she replied; inv
dream then was not false—methinks I
_ hehold Oziel -mile or me, and that I hear:
~ the receding footsteps of Galgal, lament- -
: fng hisshame.” j

- Abessalom, satisfied of the perfect con- -
formanon of His son; wishes ’umselﬁfo’ 5
. become security for the first pious use -
~he. shall make of Jhis opening faculties—

g 2 he takes hmr thf-refore in hIS arms, and

rhmerses - three times in pure water,

~ drawn from the cnslal sour.gQ‘that pla\s

e Sadoy BN g * around
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Various animals, scarcely ere they see-
the light, display a variety of unshackled .
movements, «nd instinct teaches <hem-
,what is requisite for their preservat;on

and subsistence ; they appear even sensi-
_ble fo enjoyment. - Behald, the fawn,
- the colt, and the kid, but newly born;

‘they bound with joy and transport ovez
: t}‘e’soxl that is to nourish them; ses them
- iﬂ"ea(v nip the tender herb, and vigo-

“usl; seel\ nourishment from thenr mo-
t €rs "bv theﬂ' redoubled oestures they

e of emoyment The chick
‘om the shell, obsen'e how
ow soon it seeks _abroad
v immediately it obe),;
arem hen anxlous to

;ency, or the dantrers that me-
, fe S The youno pallmpedes
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fr,,m the bird of ptey that hovers round.
'Every animal that paces ‘the earth, that
.skims the air, or swims or the water has
immédiate regard to cleemlmess, 1tA -
pels from it even the mmutest 4
But the u&%rtunate infatt entermglpo ’
dife, utterma only vague md mdet

~minate cries of suppﬁcahon grie

..appeays almost the oﬁtcast ¢
‘Abandoned to hxmself durmcr 1
momh:ofhrs existence, he wou]o

. ly become the prey of the most
“death. Unable to remove f'som»tl' »
~where he was laid, he would. su

for n!e repn!es or. vmac’mu_"

B helpless bem o &mt:mpate hls w_cau
“h nger anu :h;nst to provxd; “for
VOL. Tors 7_,»' _~_ D c
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~wonversing on the* subjecr_; €0t briné’? to
.aymother -aiworld of cares; hér repose is
-interrupted, and a large portion of her -
time and pleasures ‘are sacrificed: But
~then. Naturé has in storé ample rewards
.for such s, f'ollew her dictates.” %
<% Ahy my love,” cned Voema,:“‘ it ISY
unnecessaly to pomt o“ut _my duty,-
- voice of -Nature already echoes through
my heart and asks of thee to pTace our -
“-infant.on my bosom——bnpo him to me,
h beseech thee ; Abessw]am pressed’lhe

:sg_oqthingsof her husbé i
1y gained strength, At 7encgh
perfertlv recov ered and thong’l‘l

n;z it the
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“the offerin ¢ must be heightened; bysone
act of penance as well as'of benevel snice.
To thisend, Noéma imparted ‘f6 ‘Abessa-
lom her intention ofJourneyma towards
“Mount Anoth, distrnt six narsangs from
thelr dwellmg, ‘here to supphcate Ezrie!,
: the high priest, to'bestow' a benediction
_on the homage she was about te oﬂ“er,
~and there also to consecrate the generous
mtennons she had in view, © 1
- All the nexghbommcr inhabitants were
’,._. invited in- two days to accompany"xthls
.,bappy mother on her ho)y ‘pilgrimage.
- The evemna however prevxous to her

dwéi'mg wherre Tived" the f‘ather of qn-
'sgnria imder prer»xt ofthar-ﬂ\m(r hrm for

‘ta];en m her Tate extremztv g

‘tfﬁ/d been remarked, that since the
1av of t.he ms-mph of (,hoereas, Susanna
-mLén ecare to separate the . ‘young
lam’bs or her father’s floeks from the Fest
of the fo’nj ‘and wnﬁ his PCI‘H‘ISMOB, ta
dn\e ;
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drivé them, when. th;e noon-day sen tem-
. pered alittle the cald air of winter (mat
DOW bewan to set ia ), towards thosediore:
. verdant pastures common (o th_e ‘other
inhabitants of the cantoa; there Chee-
reas also neglectgd Mot to feed the few
flocks which were all his wealth, and that
sof his father. Each day he and Susanna
< would- msen.sﬂm’ drive “their ﬂocks the
_same way ; but no sooner dld they ap- -
proach each other, near &nough to corr-'_“ :
verse together, - than the timid shcpher—“
dess would lead her lambs in a contrary
direction, while Cheereas did llkemse,
fearing, even by a sigh, to oﬂ‘end the ob-
ject of his tenderest thouohts _Susannma, ;
wat departm would sing, alm ST, under-
her voice, somc aHle

Ia},

; cedmor footsteps. '. The notes g%ere echoed
‘back by Chcereas, the tone ofwhosep‘pe
swelled also in the distance. . But trxﬂmg '?

< Jike this muss snorl]v ha\e an eml, zmcr
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“A-tult'of pines ara e ergreen-onks e
termingled their'shade, and crowned t.ue
summit ‘of ahill, sifuated towards the east:
The yellow hzrvest had: téemed or.its
czclivity, andthe stubble yer protected
different Lerbs ‘and' frech blades of ‘grass;
which the shepiferds knew their fiocks
loved to crop. - Here Choerg’as' drove his-
‘one morning; even' at sunrise; ‘and’ dis-
_posed them on’oie side of the hill: un-
der the snelfer of the trees that shadowed
thes ﬁmmir © Susanna, who beheld notas
: ﬂ?ua | the flocks of Cheereas, and lured
e ihaps by _that irvesistible sympath-y
T éﬁr ch-attracts ‘the tender heart towards
"_d‘ﬁé bject of its: secretcare; led herlambs
uptﬁe opposite side. - Disappointed ‘ar
rfm ﬁh&fn’v “what T secret she most de~
1, she §at down and leaned against the
fﬁlrﬂ? ‘éf’;&, o2k, the most venerable this
litde ifmve could boast, ‘Deepsighs pre-
| **géhﬂ’y = _ke from its interior, and- Sa-
~ “Einna, actiated by pxht quickly arose to

ﬁs@ﬁ%ﬁ%‘*ﬁm' ence proceedeé suunds :
3»3%“"_"&'3 '“sv BELCHE
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30 pifeous. In" goinground the tree, she
_-pexceives it is hollow, and even beholds’
Cheereas seated within 1t 7A‘ery escé‘pes
‘her,-and she s ready to 9y toward her
flock, that browzes at a litd€ distance. '+
‘sAhtifly me noty ™ exclain s d¥Bhcs=
> reasgue frmn ‘me thou ~hzu;t nothxﬁg stor
Tear.’ 4 A AR AR
“Itis rwht returned Suﬂan'n'a «that
Ifly from one’ who comfcals himself' ﬁmﬁ,.f
to terrify me.’ = e
“ Ah me!” 'sighed Choefeés, 'i‘ .
lambs and heifers have’ more’ ‘courage
than- their shepherd; they dare 't0 ‘€x-
press their wants and sufferings be ]ong'
and repeated moans;-and'me=-I hﬁve not.
Jresumed, éven to this day, to ‘converse
-vith my ‘own heart onf%hesubjectéeavesr‘
to ity and’ which' ‘even make‘s ‘it sufferso
mtensely “The sight’ ‘of* S‘c@hha, “noe-
doubt, calms my guef' but sheﬂxes m@; :
- andl endure ANewih Sl tRigy 2T o :
< And from what springs your somowif’/
diemanded the ' shepherd‘éssﬁytt’h ‘down=
2 0y D4 3,-,..4. ,;r %Sl :

e >
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cast eyes, and yet unwvyilling to depart —
“ifwannot proceea from me; 1 would not
pain thee for the werld.” i3
< Ah, Susan:a P murmured Chee: eas.
£ Sneak " returned the shepherdess.
<< I have heard it was preskmptuous to
confess one’s love.
-« Often, very often have I confessed
that 1 loved my"erf nor felr that I dxd
. mg %

“ Oh! you are right to love yourse]f
ﬂgre I you, 1 would love myseli most
wﬂhnv]y :
ik And why not ]ove lh)self Choereas

:zgven as thou art, wise and amlable 2=
éh no! ldetest myself for Susamn.
capnot one e r.

— % And who told thee s so ?”‘ril\uckly re-

pked the@eph&rdess and hurried away,
while she blushed decply, and for the
}ast words which had so unwanly escaped
 mer, revenved herself on a lamb “that.
sfrayed from the remainder of the ﬂuck
C,}leereas fojlowed, and thromn g. hlmself‘
: . at
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at her feet exclaimed, “ Bedoved of my
doul, w(ou}d that P possessed the treasures
of ‘the earth, to:lay them at the reet of
th._,' father, who worsb‘ps wealth and
thehce obtain the hope of oneday be Mg
thy: hishandid7 0 e B AR
$=Ah! 'Choereas, this. avowal - was all
. that was necessary to render me truly mi-
. serable;.my father is indeed opposed.to-
thy “wishes, which. e]se I own wonld have
~met mine’; and who bener than thee can
taste- filial duty. 2’ ;
YETE Yes , Susanna, 1hy f'ather has same
:right: to deny me, for minz is: poor; but
ciyetlam rich in tenderness and methmks
Sikhew sbduld look. more. favourably bn
“wealth. like, this.” Choereas beca,me si= |
“lent, aan wept abundaatly The‘rengl‘evh
V‘Susaamg.}ook from her neck. meﬁan&er-’
" chief there. placed: By the haﬁ'ds:of md’a@s’
1§ ,0and; wiped- away ! hiz te-\rs f‘bper%as
snatched the. gauze,- and cot.;‘;a]ed it
lus bosom, while Susanna, who pefcelved
;be sgm declme, shastened gu collect‘gﬁer
#5590 S Bt s 'w'ﬁ‘ﬁs,
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v_ﬂOCLS, anJ Tead them to the fold Whrcb
. s‘zas at some dxstance G TR
p Hut A'be_ssafom, wEo wétche’d"hk’e &
gar? 'f;m angel over “all that *cgn}& won=
1t uté F&) the v1rtue or f'elmtv of"his
_\el_chourhood had foilowed Chosreas at
; aecf"stance, and éven taken his ‘ﬂace with-
-m' (he ‘hollow of ‘the tree, " whetre 'he be:
h'gi i 'lh(: affecting scene that! Had just
“swhite ’Cho&#ezs‘ cbmen*p}zlfed
h_ﬂrapture the 'Hafdkerchief ‘that had

bce_ri Susannas Abessalom 'sto!c -sdftlv

.x;v

N oema what Rt wnnéSSecf héévtam

’&enmty arrd hum a‘fmybwmhld
of’ ‘téndering happy

—and 'this ‘hope! ‘t
‘ %he%“ﬁm&‘ar&é} ‘the

v *)4 /" '»,1

l’. 3

""H Six‘s*annﬁ wilk mﬁ%m

e nches

- %
"
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riches ﬁ;om'ybuj_ taey love, znd with am
aYection: that ‘metits: your favour;: since
it waits for the-approval of theirApa'rﬁm-s :

:gc’knowledwe, Lowever;  that' a-happy:
marriage _must” not be dnproma:rhcmedf,,j
neither is it fit shat either ef those it
-unites showld,-even in sceref, priﬂe_-.;hg:i;,-’;;

_selves in having enriched the object of”
.- their affection :- forthese reasons; Abes-
‘salomand I'have determined on.giving to
" Gheereas two. talents of gold, asa fortune
suitable to the dowry of your déughtér
‘We ifitend also to provide, even.till.ha
lasthour, for the venefablq father of thls
_amiable youth 1. thus you will not surely
~refuse;. either to virtue or'me, your con--
sent'to the. -qunion of this c’harmipg:' be'u—r S
P.le D22 . .‘ < _« .7

< What: mor,tal could msnst the s@j}%‘
hom of Nogma:l The father.. of ’uggmnaf
witkheld not his consent andwoufd even:

. have. refnsed the' sum offered hv Noema,

Biit she: requested that he m:ghgnot o=

Buve her, or H’er dear. Abe.ssalom, of'the’
B6: nga,uss
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pleasure of bestowing a donution so % &ii
placed.~ She enjoined him also‘to keep
__“asa profound secret the. subJect of “*heir.
’ ‘:-nterwew R ' ¢
o - Phe dewn of the fcllowmv morning,
A)’ﬂatmed for the journey to Mrunt Anath,
~had scarcely appeared, when' the youths
~the maidens, and old men (residentsof the
~valley, and neigubouring hills), abpear-
ed before the dwelling of Abessalom and
Noéma, inorder to accompany ‘them on
their Holy pilgrimage. “The mothers of
_families alop=remained to lead the flocks
“to the pastures, which this day.were
"E!othed with fresh verdure, the nonhem
wmds havmg ‘entirely ceasedis”
€ ‘fﬁeﬂoor of the awelling wasimmedi-
ifbfwopme& ‘and Noéma, the i image of
*%‘el&ial’ ‘ﬁr%ue, appeared clad in 'a gar-
men?"’ﬂf p‘urp’e’ trimmed with ermine. :
’In ber >~ns reposed her son;- enveloped
in amamﬂe of purest white. = Abes:alom
ihllmvcd carrying the turtle doves ‘whose
£ e(.bmg resounded as if they had enjoyed
e o o gl perfec.:

U o
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v

Fenect llLexty l§ut to 1a15 offermu

Abessalom and \ en:a thounht son*_ewhat
sha—u]d be added m fa\’our of then' sub=

_jeess; #hd what S0, approprxate a:,_so e

loaves and measmes of wine, fhe ﬁrst of'

those {ruus from wbxﬁh then‘ prospemy";"

Mflowed 2. C’lCEl‘\,aS 'md Susanna were des-:

tined by Noéma tOJ ake. charoe of these
_presents ;- and as she instr ucted them to
o:Ter successwelv to Ezrre] the bread and
- the mne, she . phced on the brow oE'
Lheereas a,bonnet tas;e.u]lv ornamenred
_with a plume of. feathers taken fxom xhe
..golden, plover. ’Ine tresses of Smanﬂna
she crowned with a chan]et ofmyrt,]e
_orange flowers. mterwoven. i
No&ma had wa"ned hzuel of her_ap-
proach, and that of her nam

rusuc dwe]lm o xntoa sancrum;tha t<should 5

- duvite ‘the loye ofthe Most Hwh, Llla,r’v"

)

i 3 : Rt : pornco,
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pomco the. ﬂoor was s of inlaid marble;
and the walls and céiling were decorat :d’
with- allegorical des:gn “that represented

‘2&#’,

3 mavny of the aﬂrlbutes of God; his proec-
Lon*of lhe jusy, : “his mercy oblamed by~
troe rcper nce, hlSJLFhCC visited upon
"obstinate sinners, and’ fumbe-less of his
favours accurded. upon carth, Various
shrubs encompassed its‘exterior; and the
cedar and palin-t.ee ‘extended their lof-
tier branches even across the roof, and
: e}ese[:g def%nded it from the fary of the:
winds. | As e sun sunk in- the hon?on ;
~a-lambent flame, kmdied with sweet»scenb-
ed woedsJ ehcxted a new day wuhm this-
s;mple abode of true pxefy Bk Ll
: zrie *approached’ the oliter “gate ‘of
T"vcllmg to werc’ome Noema, ‘who-
bowed heﬁ‘kﬁee and pre&
herbabe L diowd ael
ot d!red sheh “»wthrt bur;e&
/ th‘hm t"ese sehftrdes&.onbjr,_t'*'prehlme
¥he gIory of God,” and* 0’ intercede Tor-
mxtals, ppnfy wubthy breath I’beseecl's:
2 o e Phee,:-

be
»
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thee, this: pledce nfi.a Leuder umon, '
 cleanse hing from .he eyxl of hlS origin,
and from ought: cf ilt that -he may ]1ave"
- cor.tmcte?d within: my | bo<om—-o{"er m}d &

recommend him to the E.oteequ of bis

 Creator, s 1 Haba Pl gn
«Eztiel! *alsed hls eyeo to heaven, and -
~taking Elmthzm in hls arms, pronounced A
. in.avoice thatseemed from heaven, < El-- ’
. na!h?n without doubtntust partakcofthc
- weakness of humanity; but born of Abgs-
salom and Noéma, never sball he deny
~.the glory-and power of God. Let. ,thy
:saying grace then,, ‘oh, most. ommpofe‘yiti.,.
‘Lord! descend; L xmplqre, t];xﬂe,,‘and fix
_,hls steps. in. the rpaths . of \nru;e '*”«;a?\ﬁ]
. <breathing three timeson. the mfal}t?E_;ie}
pbeswwcd«eh him_ hs benedtguqng» éfj :

s 3‘
s 3
D

s;ml'e thﬁn phyed.upﬂnms hpﬂ\ T4
Whem E)r,athan, was restdrgd' to 'tﬁe s
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ed knee, presented to the priest the terr-
tle- doves prep'\red for the sacrifice.

« They shallt not perlsh by my hands

saxQEzr!el, e _nox shall'the blood of .nno-
~cence ever be presente’d: by sithe ‘most
peaceﬂbxe of mortals.” - Then advancing
~ within the mi fdale: ofthe temi\le ‘he ‘gave
I:behv to ih-e dov es, adding, ““'Live witly
= mg; gentle: cxeatures in this solitude, and
;om t”\} accents to miine in- plaxse of aur
('réato:, even i the momer't that mine
* chalf expire for ever” W ¢

=< Aht ‘may that moment’be f’ar remo-
i éneu \Tnema “““mayst thou long:
live to acc{eptlhe first frmfs of the earth,
Eich we w;}l nm ﬁul eonsranﬂy to brmg;

he \,'itlfest and "mést' ‘pre rfo%ﬁs' of’tsaen-
ﬁces.—/uhmreas Suoﬁma, ?ipprﬂmc‘h Jipre-

'_ nt fb ‘the high’ puest yourt gqfts, and’
llsléfl" towé‘.x,; Tl EIlial =
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As two )ounv taos shelterad Deneath.
" a_tree, tears mckluw down their face,
bnea(l less wait 1he pLH‘SUIt of the rave= &
: m;vuc hounds so at the wozd< of I\oemﬂ,
stand Chmreas and Susanna, - Conv mce@
that the) have been adorned only “tobe-
come moré worthy ofa b!oody sacrifice, .
“they advance to the ‘foot of the altar,
where the priest ncw ascends. ~ Their
“trembling hands have already p]aced on
its steps the charge confide® to them b]
Noenu wben the good Ezriel, aﬁilctea at
their croundless terrors, hastens to raxsc
them in his paternalarms, at tne moment
that thcy kneel before him. ,
o happy pair,” said he, "« 5
come hither in the p.esence >f héﬁ?&}_
to make ofhberty a mumal sa.cnﬁé n

hveran"to Cﬁoereas abasket o— con- =
tents were concealeo by wild- ﬂowem
Eznel conru‘ued’ “ within thx% baskeiaare
5 fwo
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motalems of gold; chrded by Abes-
salom and Noema, to reward lh}' vrrme
and render thee amatch eqml to gusanm :
and for thcr* ® i n’mden, is a rmT of
gald, pure as thy Leart, the giftalso of
thiz glnelous couple, who hope -thew
wilt permit Choereqs to- adorn vith 1t thy
virgin band. QPeal\ (,haareas speak Su-
Numa—tbla sacr;ﬁce, does w accord wuh
thy wrshes Pl s Saiu

Chmreas aﬂ Susanm every feelmor of'
_ti;ea som in umson, mstantaneouslv ﬁew
Vand cast t’nemse]ves at the feet of then'
respecnve fa‘hels “tears the on]y m&er— :
“preters of tnen‘ Mshes Th‘ ?fat%ner «0f‘

) ﬁhoereas retlres, and gn'ngles*
“the croud'; he .had . »e,rr‘xde »
,ced hts'son,, _)ut lmenco;.i{"i&ed by his‘
f’uends ha presumes not. to lead hu-n to-" 1
"V\ardsthealtar.. XL e el
* < Fearnothing,” cried Nogma, ' not:

even ©
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even to become  basthen to that family

_of whieh Smarna may become. the mo-

thes... Abessalom has appointed that ﬂmt{ :
sihouldst to thy latest brecth, reside witht -
him, to"aid him by thy. ceun.selsJ ané
draw: towaz:ds s wife and cluld the biecs- ;

" ing of hearan. I ot F il

of Whleb“Abﬁsgalom and Noéma slm]l.ﬁ%

()

- -tionate. of\sgas e

el cned Chm;eas, 4 1f my fa-'
ther is, faken, fmm me, I must even refuse :
_the: celestial happiness uffered, to me. I
am well acquainted  with the sool of Su-

sanna, and knoyw that she hkemsc woulgL ;

qgme so: nqcessary
-~4f Bg trauquil, Choereas, rejo,medﬂg"
fa}her»pf Susanna; tbou, thy fathe ny
dagghter, and L shall alL,QNeu de »,
same roof; we W}" makebugbgemi«@

-the proteeting angels;” t ;he sametime
he placed Lbe hand.of: b.xs daug %tr-r thh—
im that of -the; tendcrest aud mqst aﬁ‘go— ;

“p s & \,“\' 3

ot : Chcefx;gas-u o
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] (‘*‘(53 reas cah Searce y pelievehis Senses”
is it nossille so mucH "eumtv awaits him *
_hla_ tre mbim o hands scarce h'w" p ower to
place anght vhe nuptial Ting, e;ehvmed
16 him. by Eznc!‘ ‘At }Pncrth Sus*mm,

casting dmxn her eyes un the steps of the
altar, gently presents to him \ue destined
h.)obx ‘and her lover haktm’ gives to it

“the symbdol of their future happmess
Tznel bestowed on them his' bened ctlon,
“n the name of' heavcﬂ«——ccm['e of sym-
pamv and true love'! il rualds
= o Would >? said the oenerous ppntlﬁ'
_to the spectators Yl tbat 1 were- ‘able, in a
uitable | 1uanner, to celebrate: this auspici-
__ous daV, and bv fcasrmcr repay the tox]s

R s ihcred
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s
,thered but a sho,rr teme before, grapes
dr1°‘d in. thc sun,,, and the frult of the a]-
mm,d tree: scarce]v yet rl’)e hvm-ns '13-

; cended to heaven, and cheered lhe con-
~clesion.. of the . ;r,u*e}')astL after uhlch thls
llrﬂe band of pilgrims Iussgd the hands
of' Ezriel, in token of grzmtude and. re—‘_

- spect, and with ]wht footsteps retumed

" to*scek their dwellings. - 2 s NG

, Many days of bad weather had detam-
siad; Anessrdom and l\ocma at home, when
. the winds were at Iené,lh calmed, the sky
becau‘e serene, amd the e'frly sonﬂ"
blrds announced !he openmc S
.As the: sun: reached its zenith,

. s(ra) ed abroad ca"r)"'mrr wnB her al’ﬁle

L bakLeg, servi mv as.a cmd[’el Jin wh;chium—
bered” her son ;. she was anxxous that he
also should be renovated by the sun sfre- 5
mmm«r beams; she. placcd her ‘Belove
Llnathan beqea;hah]actree wb‘“\e-yonn =

& folzaﬁe mlnhtvtemuex%he exce fve ‘heat,
_and seated. h,erself beside hit. H v,eye- :
hds, at length weary, of. ds\*’ellmrr on the

<

e : ' = ob]ect

(V)
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ob_]ect of her tenderness lzn«uuﬂv clo-
“sed; ‘and sleep as'if by §y mp:ithy, ‘rept
“softry, and “a.u pa‘rtlclpated betWeen {he
bﬂbe and its mother, 777800 03 9o
Durmfr rlvs moment of fvamffh'ﬂi‘ty,
When f.hé st:lness of " nature, of ﬂther s
entle murmurmgﬁ encdurawed the du-
“ration of their reposé, a letterma serpént
' ghdes unpercewedeven to the foot of the
: radle. It already scales its side, zmd is on
‘_* the pomt of ; grzspmg in ifs sinewy folds
* thé’ ifmocenf creature that lies buried in
sleep, thn ALessaIOm, everawake, when
i N‘éema slept to the interests of this pre-
£ cmns tr’éasure darts forward, and with tbe
m’@t?htﬁ€ni of his” Fraral: tod crushes '(he
'*'imﬁster = ‘atoms. The 1 more sermus Gc-

cﬁpatmhé of “th mornlno bemg» paéi%ed
‘he was amusmfrhxmse}f’m c 'nhtmrr ‘the

ﬂowers"oflhrs varden. < AE Slght kofnﬁxe'

= tﬁ?ea?éﬁefd%mrer he uftared an nvo-
luhﬁ‘z"”@ﬁék tﬁat ‘4mxrfedra‘terv ;
m% whose feﬁtures stxﬂ"en@d‘

53
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Nor did the ev11 end. here, terror had

S0 pgnetrated every fibre of her existence,

“‘that the source of nounshmcntto hert in-
*fant hecame sudden' sexhaunsted, and she -

'drooperl like the ﬂower stmck by the

lightning’s flash.” Gthet means of SubSlS-—

"tenco were, with a dotibling hand;- sup-

plied to Elnathan ; but bis. 1nf'mtme' ruc-

ture soon betrayed symptoms- that tlte _
(,lmnve was too sudden. ke
b Hoﬁex er,\foema, assxsted by g“le sooth- o
ings o['Abessalom and- the medicinal re-

medies his experience hdd m"store “be- -
can Oentlv to revive; and nradually na-
mre (as if to recompetnce the past) gave
o her means Hhore gmundant’ th“m £ver,

]ogurx/n!‘erf‘ heaIth “which' the llvﬂy ap—
preheusmns of }ts ma‘ther had fu‘r sr;)me

SEi R

iremrn df hnmt'on \Mhm ‘her bﬁso‘m,
smce an, occasxon soén eccurred,.bﬁs%lch
1: aﬁorded to her the mean§ of COMﬂl’
‘ : s ating
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atinz anactof benevolence wnh her ma-
ternal duty
Who woula have supposed that the
youthful Zambri, who knew so well hoy -
to fame doves, these emblems. of per-
fect ﬁdehty, would become the most
faithless lover in_ the domams of Abcs-
salom! = s
Those {endPr and flexible tonis witl:
whnch he used to ensnare the feathered
. tribe, and the soothing care with which
;"B'e.,afté*rwards familiarized them, served
bﬁf as essays for those perfidious arts
wuh which: he seduced the beauteom
Seoon, -and thence phmoed her m'o the
= abyss@f .nisfortiae, B
< —-Thry were accustomed; fiom the pro‘
f v"mnty of their habitations, constantly to
_ enjoy each others somety-—the) sbared
2 nke‘sports and like toils. - . They fed their
ﬂom m the same pastux;es; ths voice of -
. one echoed the song of ‘thesother;« and
frquucntly seated beneath the same tree,
"!h@-f atched with eager attention the
Ty et R - : “unwary
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: «lmwary Right of the httle son gater, wuh-r
in the defiles of the net they had toges
ther spread F4
o It chanced one day that a beautlfu‘l“
goldfinch was hid>in the suares of the

'demrous Ziwhri ; 5 Sﬂvor entreated that‘
Le would giveit to her. ey :

£ So.I wxll > said he, ga11y % on one-
condition.’

¢« And what may that be B asked thgk
shepherdess. R

« That thou wilt gwe me a kiss ; the
siweet emblems of thy beauty BTN ,'

. Well,thou maystdo like the zepbyr ‘

- Butunhappily the zepbyroftunes swells .
tc a breeze, blows an impetuous south-.- ; :
~ wind gale, and bendiag even thestemn of

* the flowerit caresses, leaves. it f‘aded be-
neath the ardour of its. breatht S —

-resembled the flower betrayed avw‘xc
zephyr! Andnéw the goldfinch,that, de-
prwad of hberty, no’longer warbled, was
the. sorrov,ful recompence tnat,cemamel
- voL. 1L SR G 18 3

U
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1o Lel for the. most lmpm‘tant of sacri-*
fices, It was neaﬂy_t}so, months after
that Segor: reflected on the extreme dif-
“ference between a ﬂaneunc fable and 3
pamful fruth : she was' soon com»mced
“that she had woeﬂ,ﬂly encroached mpon
~the Qhaste rights-of wedded Tove, and that

; she must. pubhcl) blush for benw a mo-

: ‘ther. o 4 5 ¥

+ Zambri no deubt was the ﬁrst to whom _

she; conﬁded a .danger S0 unfareseen.

- But the pelf’dxous )euth who had not

vet completed his ,weatgeth Vear srmled

_ npon her. fears; and more impatient to -

free himself: from her shackles’than:even -

the bHdS{awht «n his net, ﬁed from' t"e

tqbl)ourheod as wou}d oreof his prey

ﬁsen%gted from: the-snare. ok by

ThaummppylSeo or, bandoned to ser-

anc}
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“rand compassnon, and fled dlso. freu her
* precence, leavmg«hel, however, to:fhe,
= experiencedv care of Micha, her reigh- .
_# bour. - Her steps were bent to seek fhe 2
author of her-child’s misforture : mdefa-
tigable in e searcn, sheat. ]en«rth dzsco— ’
- vered his concealment, and pnesentmaT to
hima poniard, said, Tt remains fo fhec,
- wretch, to pierce the bo om of her wko, 01:'
save birth to the object of thv nnlxceused &
_passicn; to'thee it Jusﬂv belonasto put.
“anend to mv“ocs’ S SYAE ';7:’.; %
-~ Zambri, asdf levelled by a Dolt ﬁ*bmv ‘.:
- heaven; Hell-at thé feet: of this d1sh'hcn3d
“mather— Suffer me,” said he, 2 =~
- ow thee, and repair 1y errors.
Thev qu,ck]y retnmed tcw.\rzu'di

:mdfor ever remain” .
It is too late,” repiled che A
blc agcerits, “Oh! my God!-pa

& ,,.,:; 7 P ok

=
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1 bereech thee! zmd thou, my mother,
pardon Zambri, and tegether let him and
thee watch over my infant 1 Seoror, as
she uttered these last words, expired.
At the same tinie was Zambri O\f'e_r-
whelmed with remorse and cffhction ; he
had not ﬁoreseen‘conse-quence.s so-fatal ; -
and now, alas! no means were left to ex-
piate his guilt. = His despair rescmnded .
turoucrh the groves, even till it reached
the ears. of Noéma. Accustomed to fly
and effer consc’atlon to the least dlsness
of her nexghboms, she 1%stant]y sought
to Lnow rom whence those accents of
~sorrow proceeded, and soon reached the
scene of death arl desolation. Zambr' :
ggd renrned to the couch of Segor ; hic
_eyes were raised to heaven, whence he :
elieved her soul bad ficd.  The unhappy
w endea\roured by the ardour of

-had»; érept over: thls sanctuary, which in an
A\,nnguardedlmoment had been unhappily
: : violated.
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vrob.tcd Zambn rurned as1de, and clasp—
ed hlS infant te hxs* breast in a“f'resh

~ traasport of onef‘

Do not,”* said NOem.x, £ dxsturb, bv

““thy frantic movements, the pfacefuf

manes of "ecror, transmit to her mother
those attennons yoa bad intcnded for her
J?unh[er, and thus gcqmt thy consc1ence,

nor tremble for the sal2ty of thy babe ;.

"I will place it next my son, and they
shall tocether draw nourlshment from
the same source ; while hereaﬁer Abes=
selom shall vmde thelr steos equally in
the pqths of wisdom:” e ,

Noéma took the mf'ant, and covering
xt i the foldsof her robe; returned home

%o present it to hire husbanif ey Thzs
chxld + said- Abessalom, as No&ma lcxa(%i

to hlm “the ‘et rcumstances of Jts bmh
< sha!l no doubr be the f'nen _c,\f'omr
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salom and Noéma flovsed on'in an’ unin-
terrupted course of tranquillity ; their ru=-

ral toils; their hotisehold cares, the f3n-
der assiduities required by | th*exr tWo Purs- -

hnos aﬂ"orded only zn avreeable vangty
“The hearts of those tender"narents no

. doubt, beat high, when at ]ength the safe- -

1y of Elnathan o Zabdi* was threatened
Dby any of the v-rious maladies incident
toinfancy. - Yot did the same wisdom:

and wemieness prew’;e over their conduct
in the day of ftrial ‘as of prosp&ﬂy——‘
\‘oéma recewed fro«as the’ hands of Abes-
‘hls foreswht'

&

g 1he m:“fhdy, wnb a ﬁrmness and tmaq@mﬁ,

]xty 'unshaken H?:r anmetv bre[ :

htanons hprtﬁﬂ even in the‘, -
fTered 10 her tendcr p'atlents.-‘ ]

'd m"‘-"
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~sweetness. - They wundered at the inge~
nui.y of their trizks, at the intelligence
that beamed in their little countend ices,
as, with eyes' ypraised, they endeavoured
to divine the thoucrhts of the authors of
their bemtr . < <.
But if, at a riper period, Abessalom was :
amazed at the int-lligence of his sons; at
“the éubtiltg of their questions, he was
"also aware. that the ‘replies of himand
\oema should be guided by the utmost
caution ; g that hence depended taeir fu--
Jture: understandmg, views, ‘and conduet.
Elnathan and Zabd: wergnever repu]sed
“ with impatience ; their artless. mqumes
were listened to w1th attention, and an-
swered with s;mphcxty and ‘truth ; anduf
tk- —_th was abowe their comprehension,
or contamed more than was advisable
for. thelr tender veatrs to be informed of;
‘mey” were. "further told, thatas they grew .
olaerand obtained knowl edge they would
better understa.‘d 1t - Thus: were they
e s gt e ta !"5“
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0 t'mdﬁt difidence il ‘their own abilities,
“and: excited o berom‘e dally more en-’
lighiened. =
57 tbev reached tbelr tcnth year, “the
cares of Abessalom rather extended t,p'
-perfect in them a sound state of health, -
to fix their principles, n prepare their
minds for the recepticn f knowledge,
than to erowd their memory; and dall
their vivacity, by the study of abstruse’
sciences. They coursed he valley, they .
- elimbed tlje mountains, they swam the
siver ; they were accustomed to hear the~
- thunder roll, and to start not; the sea=
~ ssons’ chzmcre brought to them™no incor-
venience. They were “early taught to
mark the wisdom Van(l-ag'o»odnesé of God,
in the’ beauty and harmeny of thé aul~
verse ; morning and evening were. the”ji‘ :
invited to lisp his praises ; for Abessﬂomr
_w«ell knew, that religion; i notremwm?f 2
with our eaxhest assoCiations, Lo‘" ’
after much of its- -fervour.-
Thechild, confident in his ownsagﬂgﬂ'
SEDE S tnesi

— E = 9
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“tries to obtain his w:shes by commands
the weaker infant has’recourse to artic
fice. Abessalem watched in his’ ptpils
every early iuclination to domineer or,
_ tc falcehrod, and repressed them with'
eagemes"'i. He loved to berd their dis-
- positions to the practice of benevolence,
to a sense of the wants of others. To
~ this end he would engage them to part
2 with their food, their clothing, in behalf
-of their neighbours’ distress. In their or-
e dmary behavxour, they had no prrceptor :
~ but natuze _So were their manners sim-
:"ple “and unsophisticated “as the scenes
”they inhabited: Those presents were be--
stowed thh cheerfulness, and-recelved'

-9 2

: thh vrace Shdeeto b L TR W
; Tl'(ethe other vouths of the vaﬂey, Bl
nathan and Zab&i Iearned to till the earth

‘an tend the _ﬁocks Dﬂrmv tﬁeieason

meyazds,rand Ioad thexr'htt}e baskets :
o, Pt with
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_nate Moria, whose history was confided to
Abe.salom ﬂlld'Njéxna and transmitted
by them to their descendam:s, as a w rps .
ing against thainerdinate desme of pleas-_‘-
‘ing, or rather agairst an inclination ite
love, unréstrained by prudence &
. Elnathan and Zabdi were in the, fifth
_year of their .age “when Abessalom and

- _Noéma, seated cue day in the shade, con-

“versing an the vicissitudes of life, and

comparing the advantages of arural ex-

istence with that led in crowds by the

ambitious, percelved approach theni a

female form, whose air was dwmﬁed an

graceful hér countenance; though mark:

ed by sorrow,-betraved traces. of beauiy,/. -

cha:;::enzed by neamesv she held* hy' :
- the hand a little girl of about three years .
old and carried wmh her 2 casket,
bhe advanced tlose to. Abessalom and
Noema, ‘whom.- Ezr}cl had taught her to
recogmse anch ]wered into the handsof
_the fetmer a bxl]et traced by the. high
“t S s or 250 i prissE?
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4

- priest.. It r‘antamed onlv as Follows
“ Listen' to- Mona, Jp:ty and précect
herJ“’ B R ~ :
. Ono perusing- these woz:is, Abesséﬂom
arose; and pressing the interesting M, oria
. torepose h_f:"sélf beside his wife, entreat-
ed from her a'relation. of the unhappy
causes that had driven her towards“his
domains.  The “sympathy “of “his tone:
~ could’ leave no-doubt '(hat his request « -
waS‘nbt dictated by curiosity, but é!ox’ié“
by the desire of rendering her service.

33

~ “ My sorrows are mdee'd heavy, re-
phed Moria, heaving adeep sigh, “ and - ,
I believe singnlar in their: nafre : never
should 1 have dared to obtrude them up- :
‘on your ears, had nct Ezriel femmanded
= ‘as also that I should }mplorw-ymlr
: sm‘conr I was born in the famous city
_of Hanothmlr of which “Saphat, my'fa-
‘tber, was the chief oovernor» “Austere 1 m’ 5
_ his principles; and mcorrsrpﬂb}em 7
~ duties -of his.office, he knew but one
_’,Weaknc:s, that of his tendeme&f for me:
; R e St mv

AL
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my mother d.ed ‘i‘n giving mc bu‘th and
I'was his onle child: - Fe feared to causeé
_ me: ’pam bv the least contrad‘xctlon, ‘aad
pposed only tae: example of his viraes «
to mycerrors. ‘He did ‘notvbelieve “it:
possible that T could abuse hisii dulgence,
- or'by'the least mdlscretmn tarnish’ oy
own reputatxon, Gx the honour of his
na'm‘: Un‘npph,’ nature gave to my-
Torm’ some araces, and T attracted uni--
-versal admiration ; by which’ my vanity

at least was ‘gratified, if my heart was un-
touched Amidst,” how ever, the crowd
of'xdmlrers who offered me the.r ﬁ'ﬂteré-
_ing homage, Fhere were two Jouths whem -
1 particolarly iixstmgmsheﬁ “They were -
equally handsome ‘and’ ccompiﬁshed —
- Gersom, the eldest, had gained :
vour of mi,ﬁﬁher: who prevmled wxﬂ‘f* '
ne to h Sﬂlk}amm,"-,» :
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f At the “begintiing of the first war
proclaimed by our sgredt king against the
_refiactory. city of Jerusalem, Gersom ol
ainedadistinﬂuishedpoSﬁi“.dheénh’y“'HJe"v '
quitted me with the tenderest expressions
o of regret, ¢ the same tm’xe enchanted at -
the prospect afforded hlm of. making his
Tove shine more rcalﬂendent by  the
achievements of glary. - -Jamin remamed
at Hanothlmr, and encomp'lsseu me w:m
attentions the most delicate ; he left,no ;
endeavours untried to decide me in his
favour. At length the violence of his
passron began to affect his heanh and 1
trembled for the safety of hlsﬁavsg Alas!
how dangerous may become our appre-
‘hensions for the safcty of him who loves
W My pity was breathed for Jamin;
and he soon revived. Meanwhile Gersom
; retumed ‘not, and even some vague re-.
ports were spread of nis-death, - To these
my father histened not, but»contmnéﬂ"fo :
Z - extol his virtues and endowments: —he
(alked to me of hlm as my affiaaced Jush
B 2w = M bam‘

._b\-

.
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_ band, and assured me that he wou]d S001E
return to crown my ‘wishies. I listened to:
}nm “with secret sorrow—oh! wise and:
mduwent Abmalom, hear me with pa-
tlence. and ﬂmu, \Ioema, forgive the
blushes that must oversplead my. humi-
_ Hated coun*enance “Jamin, at these
sounds of my fath-r; used every art* ithat
Jove could sugeest o assure to himself a
~ trinmph, and (o prove to me that only
one way waslefHooram the consent of the
% venerab1e Saphat to my becoming Lisand
not Gelsem s. The bird w‘vrch ple(:lpl-_
: tates xtseif ﬁom the: highest heaven, at
call ef its eaptlve fellow, whom it ﬁdse}y
behe\es free, not. qmcksr or more un-

awares fal]s mto the ._nase, than 1, seduced

by thv empn:e of my senses, became
% crm]ty ere I knew that 1 was so! i Jamin
~ had scarcely left me when my. f':xihe,r ar--
~ rived Tr'om his co:miry seaft,. where he <
paSsec[ the ~twa Precedmg davs, '

iae day tespam, ‘*ald rﬁy‘ 4 7.
father, ¥



P,

- father,” ‘and he will. censecrate it to thee,
“orirather to the last wiches. of i :
rent -This night, Mona, Gersom sha;] )
‘come thy husband; to-morfow he wx}Lde-
part to lay at the feet of his. kmg,, the
trophies he has ga.ned from the enemy( g
Gersom also talked to me——talked to me
Tike 4 hero devoted to my- will, and ong
who had not conquered, ! bat tha1 my
“membrance animated his courage = ,
< Tam not able to recall what at this
dreadfkl moment were mythouvhls ormy i

% rephes Stupor, shame, fear, grat:tqu, ki

all overcame me. g & suffered mvself to:
be Ieo to the altars I beéﬁm@,ﬂaat nwht
-the: wife of Gersom—-—}ns wife by everysa-
L Jf] %.t thc morro.vs d‘ 1 h&

.,umm “was quuk y xnfq:med of tbe,,
eu nt or 4,13 mlsfortune yet w@nld he
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P powexs, I traced” for my beloved ‘out-
. ra,;ed father, these words: et Hasten,ﬂear
author of mv exnteuce, to the 1ionu-

mentof the cypress grove, and perform

the Tast rites over Gersom and Jamin. T
“amr the pitiable cause of their death; i
theirJast moments; eachelieved himself
the pafent of the unfortunate Peing [

'-_carrv ‘in my botom. Pitv, and forget
thy danghter. who cannot long survive

- them, “but whose last sigh shall exhale i

_ﬁtenderness and” respect For thee

i e Having dispatched these lines, T

- aaatched up what gold and j‘ewels I pos-'

R&ed * and” exchanomo “my garments to
= pre\em' c‘i’scowry, Imme&mtelv humed
rom the city or Hanothmir. - “Since tlis
~ dreadful
sﬂohmde to s‘cﬂxtude witheut suceour of .

'"fre»bxrth TO the‘beur xmr -

At ]enc—th

=

period, T have w.ndered from 5



»

B

___Ca.\lset yet centains gold and jewels suffi= -

b a
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}re gng‘)t lenri to me. comTort by bls,
pray eh and counse] Th oo’od Ezriel-
hstened with md}llvence to r“e recital pf -
my woe.., and consoled me wﬂh assutarices:
of the pa:don of Hemen——e\er aécorded‘ :
to sincere. repemanceu he hus even re-
manded me to you, to fmlher heal my ;
wounds, by vour symp'xthvand c‘lmtables .
counsels. - IThave only to ’idd that I smaﬁ

not: became unto ’yOLI a bmthen—-lhls <%

,CIeDt to purchase for my child an: hum-

 voured to reassure her and takmg herby i
’the hand (whlle,Nocma took charge of -

e, nexghbourhood l'ately left vacapk W

-

A\) * : - ‘:. S

ble habltauon, mth a2 tract of land,
enough to assure her subsxstence° dnmw
the.course of her isolated exxstence‘

- Moria,” as she _concluded  this recntaJ »
shed a ﬂood qf tears ; Abessalom: endea— a2

the little girl) led her_g theﬂ:‘dwdff
The: next day he concluded for her
purchase of a smqlt, but neatcottawe in

: the death of the pwpnetor. s

2 -FrO.ﬁf’ .1_

a. 5 .
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Trom henceforth Mara, under the spe- A
cial protection of Abessalom {wlLi care-
“frlly-concealed: her Inetdry, as hkewrse.
< her mother’ s) became the constant pla\-
~“mate or Elnathan apd Zabdi. ' If the for-

~mer was used to mark his' preference for
“Sephora, the latter no lesssingled ‘out Nia-
Ta as the fixvoﬂrérlcompanion ofhis sporfs.

v One fine summer’s evening, the chii-
_‘ dren “of the valley had assembled, and
““were particularly engaged in a sport, the
o%ject of which was, at a given 'sivnal for
‘each to make surc of a seat, “while one .
* of the assembly,” the least dextrous, was
; ieféstandmg - Sephora ‘and Mara arrive

“together at - thy same seat, ang cach as-
"serts thatshe i is the foremost. 'Ihe Gis-

pute grows warm ; Elnathan takes the

— :par% of Sepbor;x, Zabd{ that of \Iara "m-;v*‘ '
 vectives are min-"=d; at length, Elnathan,
‘v'lonfrer master of hxmself sexzes Mara ; '

causes her ¢

to hleed vm]entlyy .
s Amo_.v e




2

3 BT »
1}
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=E T Pm!”xer let he: be humbled ex&rsso ’
atosight of her. d il treated; feels her
prxde and mdlomtxon "n’ouséd 3 MOJ'[’\-}_)OU ‘

i
seeang -her bel oved \Iara covered thh

~ Hlood; flew to. \bessalom and po‘f;rea big2-
“ter: complamt'*f Her andref ‘however,

- subsiding, she bevoed he \\ould forbear

.to ‘beat E{nathan S It 15 not any cuise
tom,”’ feplled«he tranqm]l; < but when
the saxety of Mara isattended to; Twill —
take c,'ne that he shall humble hlmself'be»
fore 3 youragt Hers® © Lol i s &

. Restoratives were oﬂ'ered 16 Mara, ‘who

_had received no material myrry, and -

, Q‘bsmnately insisted t‘”*t he: had be,.ea Qn%
; theﬁnghr imd aﬁsolutely refused_?arﬁ:/

~Abessalom” seught bis sonj then -ewht
‘years. ol He. msxsted« that. he@heuld
‘immediately solicit the pardén of Mori
~-and her danghter, for the excess oF ki

solence and passion. . The. proud‘fetrﬂi
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perseived that the obstinacy of his son
would, in fature,, become invincih e, if
not in the present mstmce _gvercome.
To this end he led him to asolnary apart-
saent; aad with comjosure 'msuced him, _
that until be bécame willing to make the
required “obeizance, he should, there
continue without food or cbmpany The
hour- of repose 3 'u'uved -and Elnathan re-
mamed obstinate. . Some of the neigh-
bours ofAbessa‘xom, and partlcularly Mo- :
ria, remonstrated 'w:mst the boy. 1 oemrr :
~left all nigkt hungry and_‘_u‘ncovered ; but
his father was inflexible—< I have pledg- ~
ed tohxm my word,”, said Abessalom,
“ and or no co-sideration wo@ci 1 give
m reason to doubt of it hereéf&er, be-
sides, there is no risk . too great to hazard,
~_in ofder to correct ‘the dxspgsumn ‘that '
- he nas this c.ay betraved. Tien 2
«Mornmg came; and Abessdom visited
~ the culprit, whose appetite becmnmg 10
sharpen, andwho h'wvxngnolatenthopethat %
: 'Ius father waould :exent towards h;m . sur- .
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eircumstances, though he would noi: re-
& fuse his fc:)'giv@h’ess, i ok be_camef not
’-'mhblly recon~iled. The¢ instance that
“claimed the scventy of Al essalom’ was as
~ollows: - )

 Zabdi- had coneen’ed ennniy teo some

“of his comrades, who posse&ed a voung
: -Jabb}t white as rulk, and whlch they had
~':4;a}hopouah]y «amed as to render it to

them a great amusement: while they were
¥ “engaged in play, he took occasion 10 con-

: ;:eal theq’n&t},e favourite in his pocket and
o ﬂmlgmo the xoem undera false pretence
z ’erned/ home, and hxd ‘his theft n acor-
“ner gf lbe granary Present]y the mb—
_;t;was ml;ssed and a fruntlesssear;;h com-
;ﬁenced f'or it, in wmch Zabdi a*so Jom- '
£ ,ed\ Hls abaen&;e, bowe\.er, was reme@-
hered‘g and ehe was not. only suspected

2 Bufc_“cn dth stead who],ly convicted be-
fo:e I';lnaﬂ]an and'ms comrades who car,-’
rLeEf their compﬁurts to - Abessalom —
= 'You h'iVC‘QDmHUtLCd > saldhe to Zabdl
i "act the h\ost dospvcable, Land, = pwg' :
o FE AT . hlblt
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ilhit you forla whole week: fromémm-
gliacg either i the sports of Elnathan ot
your other c¢ mpanions; ‘\rou are af pre—
sent unworthy of theix socmty Shame
pursued Zabdi, and durmor theprescrxﬁed
period, ‘he endured excessne, but salu="

Jtary mortlﬁcanon, from bcmo shunned.

Abessalom in the end, “hewever treated

- him with the accnmulated mdu]cencp he

had on a former occasmn shewn 1'.n"~
than. * ;

Indeed similar care and similar kmd-
ness ever marked the conc}uct of Abessa-
Jom and Nogma to each of their pupils ;
their Object was to dlspel all rlvalshlp'
md anite them in the closest bondso :
fﬂendshlp This system of equﬁ];ty was
of further benefit, by insensibly humﬁlfﬂg
“the seL‘J:‘tmportance of Elnathan, and on

. the contrarv elevatl-‘v the tvoﬁm?spmt
of Zahdiz Thus, by a v 2 well- regulated;-;
“fancy, durmo- wHich the aPproacb of en-
VY, selﬁshness and‘ dlsm_mu]atxon were as

smctly guarded aaamst as the proneness ]
i Ay et
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- glovy of +his: oﬁ‘sprma Bnt when the
“suceeeding - penod atrive , that the' ¢ eni-
- us,:of 1h\,vy0uth sends f rth its ﬁrst Vi-
‘gorausshoots the tranquii 'ity, the unifor-
‘wity of domestic’ I'fe, where the single
wede of xnmkmcr that previ'ls may" en-
ervate and  cont act, ;rather than gl\"e
«strength - and lixuriance to those fair
.blossoms, sheald te relinquished (parti-
- rlarly forsuch'as are destined to move
=1 a public sphere of llfe) for the acti-
“wity of a pubhc school, the ‘em1lation
at it aﬂ"ords, with “the beneﬁt of Fx-
;amplgi thatssharp spur to aﬂ that is great

: ~zmij;9g Qnrable p

- But if this is’ th!e])dlh most bopefuf*for

‘X@F .,ons,hbeware -oh, ye mothers' hou
i 'ust from beneath your cm‘e vour
» _‘eg of an equal age! Their'ma-
‘&@mMandmgs, lhen' ﬂexnble ahd

3

‘n,
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of ithe strapger ma;r distort for life—all
impose that thpir sphere of action should
only be extenfled beneath ;our watchful
eyc ' - bl R0
*Nos soandEshadiEludthan and: Zabdi
§on whouo! Abeksalom found'ed strong
hopes of benefit to *hi¢,subjects) reached
‘their tenth year, than fye began to reflect
on the best means of pramonng tRair § fn-
> _dividual happiness fof the futuse; %fri#gf
rendering them fit instruments of his pﬁik
lanthzopic views.. Distrusting bis o=
Judgment on so serious a pomr '“he'xe-
-solved on consu]fm’:g the hwb“pf. stiBz- -
riel; and as Noéma and. Zawbril (the
rightful father of Zabdi) had equallyan
* dnterest in the couneel"he‘sbotﬂ&nﬁ%%—
“Abessalomsinvited them to accom] i
him towards the sage. “He belwrk@%‘mﬁ ‘
on other . accounts also, this Eﬂle Tourné
mwhf( be" salutary. fc«: 3’mbﬂ, wh*a%e sj?z
rits. were'élepﬁ-essed by the recent death on
~ the mother of Segor to wkam, from the -
‘penod of her dau!’hters death; hem
B LR rendeled:_

N
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rendered every attention of the most ( -
nful ul sons.. :
“The auntumn was advance l when A")ase
salorr, Noéma "and Zamb, v set forward,
preceded by ]Zlnatban an | Zabdi, to
whose dircction they had «ccofided twa
mules, laden with fnc flour; the pr oduce
of the present year; as also m:o.cthcrs_,_
charced with #e choicest wine. Their
m;:tnence encreascd hourly to mee« thq
3 °age,, Tor‘whom. those presents were m-
: f{nd\eg_,'_A\t length, they arrive and be-
~hold him kneeling within_ the interior of
the temple, his face.haihe&’;in tears. At
sound:of wncir footsteps he arose, wiped
aﬂayins teats, and witha serene and be-
lilf-"d' :.:,amenantc, approached his visi-
fo'ﬁ ‘who on seeing his knee bent, had
2 ?ﬁs{g&'tﬁejr sfeps. o = S

E .-t Fear not,” said he, “ to }mpmmma.
2 'ﬁe*mﬂr youspresen-e ; it givesme the
LQ %test pleasure, for even now 1 dreaded.
~ “lest mysolitary nraye‘i,shun}d fail to prove
3&mpuble tmtﬁq Mmightv, kneel then
= ] besxde
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beqlde the altar, ancf let our vo:ces toge-

Thev all: k L3 and m umsom @lsed
then' grareﬁf heargs - to heaven Laftet”
which Ezrlﬂ led chis’ truests beneatflﬂrbe

- shade of a sp"eadmg beech (hat fromed
his dwelling. % : g= S
- *¢ And how daes Moﬂ’wznd her dauo}x--
. ter?" asked'he; ‘when tﬂey were seaj;gl?'
“your aenerosxrytowards her, T supgosgw%
tias prevented you from naming her, each
time that' you have sent me. your pro--
mised: offerm«rs——oﬂ'ermosa of whu:h I
have endeavoured to make the;uﬁe bgst
according with (he pmus sen :m,%z;ts Q;E"
the donor.” e L %
O Mara,” crled Zabdx,’ BT
weB and very oood her mot&er

;'eply, amd Nqéma qumkly Te\jﬂmfdfj_;
“ that, \dona, mdeed frgnm her condm{

e
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neighbours;” her daughter ton,” she al u'!— -
ed, “'from the precept aiid example of
her mother, promised to become, one
day, a pleasing and estimab ‘€ woman.”
-« And now,” said Ezriel, “ may I de=
mand the particular mo’t_vem ‘your jour=
ney hither 7. 4 o : .53
. First . of all, virtuous Ezrlel ! sald ‘

Abessalom,' ‘“sr_ser me to present to you
Zambn his hismrv I w1Il in secre.in-
form: yomof e SR

4 That twhble may be spared vou,”"
remmed the priest ; * mearly six:years
have elapsed “ince I received it from his*
own lips. . The continuance of his re-
pentance and piety daindeed. assure me
of his. fafxuty, he—=after;. constant» have
been y prayers in his behalf. Of your -
gmx@&m ,s{;mder care of 'rhls son, "

: h&te paftly dlsmbme&amongst whe paar
w he geme to seek Goéﬁx{;,_mes&»xevmnsg:;

cnﬁce
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causing them to bend the kree, pronc un-
~ ced *hose words— Grani, Supreme | )is--
poser of all things, that the wishes of a .
virtuous couple may be fi lfilled in these-
children; and that my voi. e may be the
teue oracls, to dispose them in. the path'
of future'glory > then laring his hand:.
on each of theirheads, he pronounced
them three tim =~ blessed..
: -;f:: Since,” said Bzriel to Abessulom;:
some moments after, . “you think me'in-
deed worthy to -consult, T propose that’
Elnathan and Zabdi, for whom our con-:
versation will neither furnish pleasure or
improvem=nt, shall retire and feed theix:
mules in the neighbouring pastare ; they: :
may even seek yorder orchard, and please.
their. appetite with. some fruit that yet
remains, until we call them to par,ta’ké"oﬁ
a. more. substantial: meal.”” The wishes:
of Apessalo, . Jrew-those oE Ezriel, and #
“the’ ehildren’ frolmked ito, & dmamce.e—
Then,. turning to Abeswlomk;Noema,eaB&v ;
Zambn, the hwh pnesi said— T appmvg' .
S o e e e D

@

. P
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much of your soliéitud’e, as-to the nature
of th it educatio best suited to bring tos
perfection the. s culties of your children,
the early, growtl of ‘which you have ahly
- ‘forwarded, by - ourtenner cares and wise -
precepts. - N'w trely:is the period-(the..
~perils of infancy. past; and their princi- -
rles biassed to virtue) when they should.
proceed te acquire knowledge, notito
increase their self-importance, but, ag-
cording to yourwesires, .to become lhe
happy instruments. of doing good to,
others. . ; % B
i Reflection and expenen"e shew tha&
ypuths entirely educated at home gene-
rally become petulant, morose, or encks
vated, which renders th~m disagreeable .
t.others and unhappy. for. themselves. -
- ‘Constant tenderness and- attennonwaﬁs ¢
" them—its-everse is  discouraging; and”
without ebs;acles to emcou 5, Abcirace
~ tivity-slubers, and. uaus beeome fit
: L'q; t,he mar}du‘ "‘he mosts P wﬁtﬂﬂé
5o sl e mqlus
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. ““It belongs not to ‘ycur natare,” rex.
*wmed \oema, “t to be pmmﬂv vind 'y
if then the events of ynun life can at thig-
. moment furnis’. s with instruction, if
thextare'not a'm‘ys'rery'rmgossibk’:‘to‘ be
“revealed; deign-to reposé confidence in
us§ pour your surrows inte: our bosoms,
where thev will' meet sympathy, and no

-3-

S —— titerest. . The wisdem of

: -(b‘essalom, the repentan"e of Zambn, by
— which he is endeared to you; I'will add,

e
e

e of my cwn pY mmp}es which
mizke ‘me regard the secrets of others as
xmziﬂabie, al mduee youct reiy on'
.our diseretion® 25 2T g

S Imust t'emrned Lzm-l “*be deepw

wisds m%md wrtug; so man)r "pr Mﬁ
ab&wﬁmh’ have ?ea}:hed‘my eaxzs '
"al ‘ve*l‘eb‘ !

weﬁsl-tayehnomﬂy;{mtcu’m és I wan
even hide {tom myseif bnf*Wh lC'T dm-mb
',—, : $.rt et 2 " : fqrty

: . = SRR
£ > %
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{orty jears have Lno\\n no 'audum but .
the lewhtv . before whose altar 1 dax‘ly

shed  tears; lhat.c.ppsole 'uu_L strengthen

nme. : ot

“ Iam by b; tb a ‘Sdma,man my,;mg 53

cestors weresona sect who ,d.lsﬁgﬂr@d the |
worship of Gody' by uniting to it that.of

images, and who retaining only the Jaw

of Moses, proscribed from the ~ora—1 6
writings of our holv prophetc.  But i 2

grandfather Bethor erred in so ma:erlal i

pomt Lis son" Pbarmai who soove Sme s
birth, became more enhg,htened - he re-
nounced these schls:mm. doctrines, and
retiring to a htﬂe village of Samana, an-

dectook the sacerdotal office, whxch hc» ;

iu"llhed in all us pumy My.moﬂxs- —
d;edt,m giving me birth, and I remmned,%
hx§ only legitimate. oflipring:# ;. = ¢

'T s wasthemtentmn of mv fa!her t"a.t, '

i ghou!d: su«ccced hgm m H;s‘hQL‘g ojﬁce,

-x& tbg;sgme time. the se»erxtg of hl&,pr;n;::— <

malxeﬁ.m‘ Jyistate

ERTT
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eeemed to me dt this moment one of thc :
celestia lqune sent to waft the soti of' the
dying Wo.7an to heaven'! 1 wturned
home, but tde sf1°p11ercl 'sS dwelt 1l mv

is though(s, and floated in my dreams’;
: rmcrht never see her'more—-the tnow?ht

o 1

was painful. 7 e :
e was-le ohject of my father to de-’
woh mv t'ho'wh(a from all carthly Lons.-‘
Eeratrons, on this account I was’ m)t sul-
ﬂ*ﬂ”‘ tan share in rural occupaflons. T
lmased to cultivate the ezrth or tend
the flocks, or to do ought but’ pursue an
untheenrfv “course of study, and perfm m
: exercises of pxetv asystem you will per-
‘1'1::“- tbat co‘T'i ﬂl ten& to the Ureat nb-
. Ject he had in view, since it presen*ed

e to me the dwme serv:ce undet' a vloomy

: H|§ Y’re%m"*?'n'lspue& me mth prevented
_‘-thE 'ei-ﬁt“i?nce ‘of '1“ conﬁdence beYWeen ;
- - ®

L AT R us,'
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~us.; so that ail Iaﬂ‘V heard and felt, wag -

; confi ed to my own bosom, and might

b

there operate to good or evil.

“ Some momhs elar sea. 'vfterl had bc- :
held the vi mor lhat caused 'such ~ suaden
thrill withip my heart, and had even
aroused my dormant senses, \shen I was
called to_assist at a sacrifice, at whlch mv.
fathel aresided. My eves, that hltherlo
-on stich occasioL.. were nexex mxsed frgm
_the graund, except towards he:xven now
glanced inall directions to seek -amongst
the processxon of y. ouths and - brgmg ﬁhat
&tended the object v\hose fcatu:es,were
traced In. My memory.. Alas! 1 unl}np- ;
p}iv behe]d her, and she ""{?,1 l MJ;-;:(
s;oht to ha\e 1pcreased i love]mess,, I
fesolved to wauh her recedmw fqotsteps,
and dxscoxer, if posslbie, hgr dwcﬂu;b,
%ut my. attempts fgxded ,wrre* vngled with,
her-compamons,,and was siun}mone,g.bto
atte d on Amy‘j’a(her The sa«pc emo-
hons, the same d:sappomtnmnt returqu,
kut wnh mcreased vxolence .as zf;,.x;,l

B Sed % & <had';

= =
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- hadfirst beheld her, she was wnhdmun
from my srght. My uneasiness was in-
creased too, _by fancying that my father’s
" ‘frown lighted on n'e, for the distraction
‘of my looks and manter du ‘ing our holy
sacrlﬁce e
i Moht came, and brought with it ro
r=vose : mv whole existence seemed re-
“yered, asif by ome unexpected shock.
Ete the dawn of another day appeared,
I arose. and creeping softly from my
-dweﬂi_ngi‘f_7 endeavoured to calm my fever-
‘ed frame, by loitering-amidst our groves.
My eyes fixed on the earth, I wandered
1 knew not whither; and the sun had risen
—© - - ere I recollected, with
: hembling, that T was withoct my father’s
call, aud that, should my absence be per-
ceived, h‘rs “heavy dxspleasure would be
my pm;tlon T qui-kened my returning
- plces; ‘but on descendmg the declivity
of a'little il from ‘whence our dwelling
-could bt’Seén 1 perceived in the plain
below a ﬁock of larrbs that had been
‘]llSt‘
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just driven forth, while their shepherdess
loite 'ed at a little distance, apparently in
the act of loeking for something she had
lost. Curiosity to Faow what she was-
searching for Jled me iowa‘s her-—“What
hast thou lost, gentle shepherdess?’ said -
1; she raised her eyes, and I perceived the
destroyer of my quiet. Surprige and joy
quive-ed at my heart. . ‘1 have not lost -
any thing,’ she replied, ¢ but my good
aunt lies dangerously ill, and Iseek some
herbs whose juice I am told will restore
her to health.’ ¢ Sufferme t> help you,’
said I1: without uttering ang:her senm-
tence, I presently filled a little basketshe
carried in her hand ; my S*ler, == his
snpposed displeasure, had been entirely
forgotten. ‘ To-morrow Ihope to thank
you more fully,’ said she; “my aunt will
be better, and I shali-men e a,td{eisuvi'ie, :
even in tois same spot ;" she ‘tripped
lightly away, but left me happy in'the
idea that the morraw would restore ber
to my sight. e
SNOE L. € - 1 failed
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. %1 failed not to eliide 'my father’s vigi-
Tance, "and go in search of her premised
thanks. Ere-the sun had risen the suc-
- ceeding morp I wis at the foot of the
nill, whese wiffi a palpitatin,y heart T wait-
ed the appr’o:ich.of Anna (for so I soon
discovered my -shepherdess was called)..
Presently she issued from a neighbour-
‘i,ng tuft ofdrees, oreceded by her ambs,
and advanced quickly towards me.: Iin-
quired for her.aunt ; ¢ Oh, she is much
better,” said she, © and longs to thank
you for galhering those herbs that have -
done her se much good.” ~ < Where does’
your aunt live 2 said I. <In the cottage
eR=EE s it af hicESiShe replied:
¢ And youalso, doyou liveithere >’ < Yes,
‘myauntand Ilive togetheralone.’ Before
weparted she repeated her instances that{
would repalffo e cottage and receive
_ the thanks of her relation. * Another
time,’ said I~ my fachér now expects
me.’ 1 felt that 1 hud already infringed -
%nscommands, (for he never suﬂ‘ered me
i to
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to converse withany.young person ), whd
my censcience prohibited meat this mo-
went from farther disobeving him=—="
Would to God, that I had>-ontinted to
listen to its vouce, and thaf'l haﬁ_-iprEgér-'
ved my obedience un_u]hed ¥
« For three successive forns L‘bmshed
awav the dew from the flowers, in order
to obtain renovation to perf,uorm, @g 1&;}1-«,,
ous exerciSes of~day, by a si;?hr of the
lovely and innocent Anna. ‘At length [-
became convinced that life was nét quite’
the dull and hopeless state I-had been
-taught to believe it; and whick indeed
from experience I had hitherto found it;*
The'alarms of my father m«s‘oo_am—/—
kened on pergeiving the fire that now.
sparkled in my eye, and the mattentloﬁ'»“
of my mananer on the mos? senous occa-
- sions. . He watched my~ fqetcteps and'
I met hlm not far from the spot where’ {“ %
had just quitted Anaa, on the third, mum
ing from our’first acquaintance. .
. »Thou mﬂest, 1 dee,’” said he, €2nd are‘#
c2 3 ’héhned

4
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inclined to lose sight of the high calling
forwhich vhou art intended: at thy peril,
return agaiy to converse with the shep-
herdess Ann_"..; a'L\eavy curse will attend
“thee, shouldst thou disobey.’
<« His words struck terror to my heart,
but I thought not of counteracting them;
on the countrary. I experienced inward
centrition for my disobedience hitherto,
and even sought to reconcile myself to
Heaven. bv frequent reiteratiors of my
devout exercises. But Nature once rous-
~ed, her voice could not be ‘wholly stifled :
: after some weeks, my longing to behold
“Anna increased daily, and at length gain-
—a._aStrength, that 1 resolved on fol-
Jowing her at a distance, ard thusgrat.fy -
‘mysight—fatal temerity ! which will soon
~shew how ~dangerous the first deviation -
' from our sens= of ~ectitude may become.
© < The sun had almost sef, my father
was confined to his dW3llmg by indispo-
_sition, and I stole forth, with the hope of
‘gazing on Anna, even as she led her
s flocks
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flocks to the fold, Ifepaired to the foot
of the hill where we-had before met, but
she was no where to be seen. I advanced
towards the tuft of trees th-t concealed
her dwelling, where, seated 1t the foot of -
anaged oak, I beheld her weeping bitter-
ly. My resoludon was not proof against
her tears; my father’s f)rohibition was
neglected, and I hastened to know why
she wept, and if it we_e ip. mv'newer tc
console her.  She told me that her goats
had strayed she knew not whither, and
that in consequence she dreaded the dis-
pleasure of Bethuel, aer auny, who wait-
ed for her even at that moment. - Quicker
than lightning I flew .to aid her distress,
and presently returned wiurmer e
ing goats, which had even strayed toan
unusual distance.  Joy gladdened ‘her
countenance, and thanks in abundance :
burst from her ]1p~ - Tyen ¢ enter our -
dwelling,’ said she, “and I will tell:Beth" E
uel how good you have beer” To this
I at first hesitated,”but at lepgth my in- -
e85 _lination

~J
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clination gave way, and T fallowed Anna’
witnin her habitation.  Bethuel, who had
never been married, and whose existence
was wrapt up in her niece, welcomsd me
warmly, tharced m.e for the herbs'I had
formerly plucksd for her, and invited me,
ere Ireturred bome, to come and visit her
often.  To be brief; my friends, and nut
_ weary yonr attention, Idid indeed fre-
Juestly“retu-n within the dwelling “of
Bethuek I my father was sick or absent,
orthat in'amanner I could clude his vi-
_gilance, T was by ithe side of Anna, to
: 7pcti1:_ my griefs into her bosom, and scek
.. consolation forthem in hersmile. Exis-
~tence assumed for me_a new colouring ;
r.'.I T enthusiasm of my r+
’ zlm,expanded and love and-hope cheer-
’*ed my dreary path. ‘
 Siee Ifthe conduct of my father towards
Ins sen .was ma—ted Dy seuentv uneq nal-
- 'ied that of Bethuel towards her niece
betra)c'i an excess of indulgence scarce-
tylesshurtful. The ikclinations of Anna
g ok ; were
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~were bher law, 1, promote her pleasures,
the husiness of her life. = She soon.per-
cexved ihat my. love for her r.ece did not
go unrequited. Tzking no hrzd of the fu-
ture, her Study was tc enccurage our in- -
terviews, and to coneeal them frogﬁ,nﬁ‘
father, in obedience to the _\\#ill,of her
dear.child, whom she feared to pain by a
contrary mode of acting. It Is pbssible,

‘however, that a sentiment of humamn'_
might have so actuated her., When I ap-
proached ber dwelling, she sawsorrow dn A
my countenance. Ere Ideparted it was ‘
Jirradiated with joy; she Was unwilling -
then to refuse me a refuge from the seve-
rity which it was but too plam my homc 3
afforded. Injusticetor..™~ e
‘gerve; that riy stolen matcheé weremt
enjoyed.withont bitter self-reproach, thg,t
often led to worthy resolutions for the
future ; but,.alas! T had listened 10 the»_
seductive voice of Passion, she ha& hwe;iv

- me along her flewery path, and I 1 was un-
, i e
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able to regain the ways of reason and of
truth, '
- Days, and weeks, and months, fled,and I
- had found m>ans to gain the susceptible
“heart of the beutiful Anna; minealso was
wholly subservient to her will.  We were,
however, rcused from our blissful dream,
when, on entering my eighteenth year,
my. father nvonourced me worthy to pre-
© for mvovow  of. everlasting celibacy,
~ which he had ever intenided 1 should per-
i form. Horrer chilled my “blood as he
delivered to me his intentions on this
subject. € Yes,” said he, ¢ in three days
from henkte; I trust thou shalt have enter-
ed a state, that will render thee fit here-
ey~ turnefi
hasn]y away to conceal my emotion.—
My father believed that I was hastening
to -implore the favour and protection of
God when my . ‘epsuwere bent tosshare
~ my grief with Anna. <In three days,”
~saidl, “ond Tam to renounce thee for
- S 5N 83 everk

- = 2
e T 3 K . ¥
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i
ever ! itis my father’s will ! « € And wilt
thov indeed comply with it?” she repfied.
I answered not. ‘Ah i sald (nna, “there
is no punishment, no reward that could
make me renounce thee !’ ‘earsand swhs :
prev ented her farther utterance,” I c]asp-
ed. her to my palpitating heart: ¢ No,’
svdI, “nothingshallseparate us—not even
my father’s will. I will relinquish the
“high callmrr for whicl. ha ‘has int=qded)
¢ T will make thee my wife, fly with
thee even to the desert, a~d Jet the la-
bour of my hands supply our subsistence.
Make ready, my 10\e, ere TO-MOTTOW’S
dawn we shall be beyond the’ reach of
persecution.’ ¢
¢ The SUD TOSE NEX* —oF e axeeul
held usunited within the sacred bands uf
wedlock, and already at a distance from
our native homes. . Ere the dawn, I had -
bid an eternal adieu_fo tk> paternal man-
sion, and stealmrr towards ‘the dwellmg
of my beloved,-"took her by the hand,
and led her immeriately toa nc,ghbour-
& he c b5 - i e

-
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ing sanctuary, where we offered up our
yows to Heaven; from thence w7 had
procee(ied N our journey, we scarce
knesw “hnﬁ‘,r, mutual affection onr so]e
dependencev :
" * We'continued our JOUI‘DCY all day,
reposmg curselves- at intervals beside a
- limpid stream, which kindly allayed cur
thirst, or yet bereath the shade of trees,
“the Suitaf whica provided us with re-
“freshment. Night at length approach-
~ ed;.and ente=ing a forest, We det~rmined
~ that its most shady recess should furnish
*.gge.beker weven till the dawn of another
: r":‘fda’y.r ﬁere thengwe arrested our steps,
- havingsingled out a verdant spot, over-
\gﬂ);—n\\ _ - _and thickly shadovwd
aboxe 1 was on the po{nt of leading my -
; abelmed to the nuptial couch, when sud-
:‘:Wmiy /A tempest ‘arose that shook the
~roofs of the st ongst trees; the thunder
¢ “rolled;: the ]whtnmo flashed ;- all nature
: seeme(r—t‘on%ed -Overcome with the
“seeret éread that- t’)e vengeance of Hea-

Sret..

~ ~ : =Snven
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ven was '\bouuo pumsh my dxsobedlgnce,
and s 'nd death on mé or my adored com=
panion, ‘T disentangled mys/if from her
encircling “arms; and prostrated myself
to the earth, in token of submission to, the *
Divine Will. - Presently the thunider ceé§-
ed toroll, the lightning disappeared, and
a.. awful stillness superceded this dread-
ful concussion of natvre. I looked ups
and pressing the hand uf A"na dﬂm'! m ;
believe that happiness was yet my owa,
when b/ the pale light of t=~'moon; Lsaw :
advancing towards us a venerable form_, .
which 1 soon reecognised as' "ic ﬁhadg g?
my grandfather Bethor, who some y}ea@ 2
before 1 had even seen expire: w’rnhm tb,ﬁ

« € -

z'hollow voice, behold fhy grandsxre, g

who "once dared -to interpret the scripi-

tares as it best pleased him, and m&%;

a rival to Gob‘ of bidass o wood. - nomis -
thmon however, of the just’ pugxmf;"-
Tam thence doomed to siffer, *is co £
ceded tc me by Hezav en, to warithee not

e =

o
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. to plunge deeper in the gulf of sin; t.on
hast already proceeded far—for kaow,
that she whu-u thou hast taken to be thy

wife is—she is thy sister—the davghter
;f of thy father and the offspring of illicit
love ;» her mother died in giving her
birth, and she was confided to a relation
from whose care you have snatched he-,
and who ever remained ignorant of her
rueciein ' < Ol why,’cried I, ‘did not
the lightning strike me, ere I lived to hear
this dreadful “=ath I*. < Mind’st thnu not,
2 riel,’ continued the spectre, ¢ the warn-
;mg:mlce ol'thy father, who once said to.
% thee, _converse .no. more with the shep-
3 bergfss .'Imza, or a heavy curse will light

\on—fl’mm\ - knew the relation in
which she stood to thee, bu. thou dared
- to disobey him, and behold the froits I’

‘The words of my. fagher did indeed re-

.echa inmy ear, I f1l on my face, even
besrde the lifeless form of Anna who had

swooner‘\t the tale unfolded by the spec-
*re; heazt-rending grians betroyed my.

- o affliction.
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abliction. ¢ Arise,’ said Bethor, < quit the «

sid." of this woman, and endeavour to re-
trieve thy errors, by the e> ¢reise of piety
and forbearance, during the remainderof
thydays.” ¢ What! leave Anna, leave her
for ever?” €Shouldst thou hesirate to bid
her, even from this'moment; a last fare-
well, unheard of misfortune will visit.vou
both.” ¢ And what will become of her?’

said I, raising myself ap.” ¢ Sk= ..ust go

even where I point—trust her to Heaven,
it will not desert her- -Iw.:ten, I say, to
quit this spot.’ ' E
I obeyed, with anguish beyo—nd he
“power of language to describe; d turned
my back on her, on whom but a few mo-

‘ments before was i casn. oo xena‘%ﬁ,‘i

~of my life. Yes, I left her, and pursued
~my solitary way, a prey to remorse and

‘disappointment. For more ‘han fartyl
years have 'l remained—in ignorance of
what became of her; nor for my father,
- orany of my kindred, have I-<-ce dared
“to inquire. 1 tecame a minister of the

6 s et Most

e
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Most ‘High, ‘and ‘during the -F\st twenty
years of iy misfortune, begged my 1ay
through ‘distavt’ countries, and :applied
myself o the attainment of wisdom. ~ Tf
1 had no worldly viches to bestow, T en-
deavoured to console by my words the
affiicted, and:by my counsél, to lead the
youtig, or the wicked, “into the paths of
~ virtue, = At ]éng’h, dfter 2 Tong Jesso’. of
experience, «ud wondrovs. vicissitudes,
“Trested in this spot, where I have conti-
: nued to suppourtiue weak, ~and place an
: nilesstrustm God. 3 :
‘ Here, my friends, concludesthesketch
b‘fv'my' melancholy story; if it does not
& pomt out toyou the *best path to pursue
ia ‘the Edll(_txu\_;l,\f your children, it will,t

at’ ]east, instruct you as to that which is
to be avoided, R T ik
_* Byriel temained feo some moments si-

jlent hiseves bathed intears. AEessﬂam,
Noema and Zambri, thanked bim, in ac-
_cents c2ender svmoathv for a recital
wmch had’ deep]y affectud them. - They
» lamented
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la nented tc him the severity: wn}fwhzch
his wouth had been treated ; ; and tbey ad-
mired the ways of Proudence which
leaves to him who is- by nature \ntuous,
the means of repaifing the errors of ‘his
youth; indeed, their respect for Ezriel
was much incteased; since they knew his
Ppiety to be the“eflect of resignation to
the behests of "Heaven. <, They promised
to be guided by his couns<is; anaTo send
their sofs to the college at Saron. :
The old man now a~osc;-and calling El= o
nathan and Zabdi, provided for the whele
party a rural repast, the choicest he couhf
afford. = This concluded, he proxmse&
them a fervent share in his prayers, and
shut himself wntlg,m " OFh,__alIXIONS o
“regain that composure which the review
of his past sorrows had diminished.—
Noéma was placed ™y her hust-ad onone
of the animals that haa- carried their of—i
fenngs ; Abessalom or Zambri a]rernateiy
held the reins,  while Elnathan ‘,:;LZabdt 2
walked on each nde ; it was thus that tie
' e e e
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Tittle party reached home, “the e{’enmc of~
the day they had set out.

‘The follow:1g day Abessalom announ=
ced to his sons that in two days they
should depart. with nim for the college
of Saronj and counselied them to em-
ploy the intermediate’time In tak m«r leave
of their acquaintances; and in assuring
them, how ardent was the wish- that their
studies=>ncef=rward should lead to the
p: o%pemv of the commonwealth.

-~ Noéma nowhancred the inf-ntine
garmems of Elnathan and Zabdi for such

~as were ‘suited to a- riper period, and’
1 whrch accorded better w1th their increas- -
ing st’rerncr'hr and agilify. They wore a
ShEt Ottt feel were protect:
ed with buskifis of '&oat-skid A Phastac—
; coutred the} ‘proudly set forward to bid
farewe[l o their neichbours, and f‘ormer
playmates Their bravery, however, de-
“serted them when they appwached Se-
phora »~3 Mara; as they ‘remembered
that they ahould see thent ner more, thcu-s.»

oo b At ey tears
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tears fell in abundance: mor did they
sorrc w alone—Sephorasobbed anud -and
Mara, taking the hand of Zabdi, could
scarcely be prevailed on to rcunqmsh e
The day of departure being arrived, our :
youths repaired beforesunzise to ineelbe-
- fore their mother, Noéma. With a heart
swelling with mingled emotions, she
clasp=d them to her basom, bathed them
“with her tears, and a2 leroth bestowed
on them her tenderest blessing. They
were g=ntly led from her~*de by Abessa-
lom, who partxmpated in this monng
scene, and who pruceeded to condnct ke
them on their journey. - B
His reputation had long preceded him at -
Saron, and the gover~— .. —== —allegu.
were much fiattered at his approach since.
they doubted not but their fame would
be increased, by so-wise a man conde-
scendmg to place Lis so=s wnhm their
care. : : i
Abessalom was anxious to leam the
-exact plan pursuer; by them, torvards the.
e . enarorement
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\T‘h'_cnhrgémﬂm of their pupils’ understy nd-

_inge_ the forming of their d;sposm.pn ‘and
“the perf‘e‘ctiw their organic structure, . It

-'was the superior of the Cenobites. .and
'presuhnt ol the college, that proceeded

40 answer his i mqume
£f Bix viears,” saidihe . wmpletes our:

~COUTSE of itistructmﬁ 3. the first is emplov-

ed. in making our ;upzls perfectlv. ac-

quainted with theiv native Iauguaae, the
Chaldean, that thence they may. both

speak and write it correctly : the second

~isdestined to the study of the Greek and

ek

. Eglpv;m toagues, .which besides the in-
.stmctmn that - -they . convey, teach our
o ) Qutb a more intimate knowledge of their

_sativelar - they are able to express

it with gre;ater dehcacy, catca the nicet;

of is synonimous terms, and make a jus-

: ter chmce of epxthets The fourth vear, :
NS devoted to the sfudv of history, to

B uglg,lch we add geographical and astrono-

3 ;;1_1;:31 instruction: the fi’th to elementary

gb s,g, nor. \mhm ‘bxs permd is elo«i,

5 q;.wnce ;
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qu wuce and poétry forgotten. The gixth
ana last year'is givén to the obtammg 2
profotind knowledge of th./divine Taws,
to which ‘(we all along persnade our pu-
pils) every other acquirem~ant is only in-
tended as an introduction, g

““ One or oiher of the above studies
~ccupy the morning; the afterneon s
sharsd amid various recreations and exer-

" cises; -according best witk the #=ste and
bodily strength of each of our pupils.—
We excourage wrestlin~ _racing,’ shoot-v
ing the bow; field sports also are per-
‘mitted, as serving the double pmpose
of dxvemon and exercise, Serious oc-
upatxon atr:un intervenes; and emp?ﬂvs
some part Of the e ~— ., — % We akc—
careful that the day shall close with
_ agreeabie associations: to thisend m'tis:i;c,'
-;‘and sometimes dancing, 1s mtrod'txced
the former is learyed Ly such of’ our
scholars as betray an inclination for it
Our chief: carc is to pronde':'zmphy- :
ﬁﬁ‘nt“ constam]y for nothmg,w, don-
5 e BT e sider
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- sider so detrimental to ‘either- chearfal-
ness-or the improvement of intellec ; as
idleness, by hich'the youth grows tired
of existence;and the mind lies fallow. It
‘is unnecessary to adJ, that our attention
is at all times directed iowards moral im-
provement an reiigious exercises.—
Punishment we make as rare as possible:
and it is ever in proportion to the of-
fence that pravokssit. In case a pupil
becomes ‘incorrigible, which sometimes
happens, from s infancy not being pro-
perly superintended, we contrive some
_excuse to send him back to his parents,
“nor suffer the continuance of hlS evil
,example 7 5

- Whep ne- '~m had listened to this
ﬁ'expo'zmon, whxch truly pleased hlm, hc
called to him his sons Elnathan and Zabdi,
recommended to them obedience to their
supenors and took of them an affec-
tionate farewell ; after which he hastened
to the consolation of their tender mo-
!hezr. Fe found her ‘n the society of

a5 SR Zambri,
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Za.abri, Moria, and SL%sanna, who had re-
pauecl to comfort hes for the loss of her
dear children. How much was her soli-
citude abated, by the relation given her
by Abessalom of the manner in which,
© they were to be treated within their pre-
sentabode! And now maniyr of the lei-
sure moments of this wise and amiable
couple, were emploved to assist in the
_education of Sephora and. Mara. It was
agreed on all sides, that ignorance in wo-
men in no manner secured the perfor-
mance of their domestic duties, that it -
rendered them less agreeable as compa-.
nions, less useful as wives, and less cap-
able of fu]ﬁl]mg their »=~~_ mothers,
JIntellectual knowledge had, therefore; a
large share in the education of Sephora
and Mara; but still was it considereda
secondary object o the due regulation
of their tempers and dispositions. “Men -
- govern abroad” said Abessalom, “ wo-
“men at home ; Iam not sure then but the
happiness of our spccxes lies most under
% their
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"v;»fbeu coutrouls so s it.necessary to -,
dow. tHe\n with mxldness, forbealance,
and forewrl'f L : :

&% Jf sev erity was danverous n thc edu-
cation Qt:boys, Abessa]om considercd:it
asstenfold, worse in.that.of girls ;.love, &
not fear, he was coni_"inced_, should be the
méiiéef of, their obedience towards their
guaxdmgq, if thzix safety was duly consi-
dered. \T\Ioma and Susanna aimed then

e bemw not only the preceptors, but the
fvi ends of their dan “Hters. > 57

Elmﬂhan made ravid progress in the
a'cq_mrcimen_x ‘of Iearmng,, while within-the

_college of Saron. - His acknowledged su- -
periority ahove his otHer compamons,'

: boweve;:,’renge?d" iﬁm ‘neither vain of
pres mpmous, for goodness and . gene-

-TOsity:

ced: anyf;mcll'nuon hefmwht have to tri-
mqph -he was at once respected and bé-» '
loved. Ziabdi, though of a milder dlspo—
sxtxon,/*md not. so qmcklv succeed in
gammg tBe fr:endshlp \)f his scioolfel-

T b ‘lows;

. S - NS =
o

.dwelt within h’m heart and femper-
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Jows s the was often -dvtec*eu in secrctfjn

’oetra),mc their faults 'o h’%gmemors,“

with the hope of thereby obtafning their
fa\ our: ‘Notwithstanding, he evxrced
daily improvement, fnd by ‘the, encou-=
Fagement he recgivedito candqur? and he-
-newo}ence, obtained at ‘Icngth the ‘con-
fidence and applause ofa”
_'A yacation took plage durmg the au-,
tumn® of every year they were at Saron <
how did they tremble with impatience as
it appfba‘ched! A fatthful sérvant was

always sent by Abessalom at the appoint-

ed day of its‘commencements to con-
duct our youths home: how anxiously

o 3 e e o 1 L ) o' S
was his arriy aLwatcheWn?nq_t:e ixs
ly was he at length embraced ! the horses -

they were presently to mount, how were ..

they s‘irokeduand caressed ! . ‘What a *

delicious aspect did ﬂxe eauntry wear-as

1heyadvanced towards their native valley g

the herbage how. green ! the‘trees how -

frmtful above all others' the bx;dsHow‘ '

S e sweetly

e

&



144 ELNATHAN.

~sweetly they sung!—and now ar .ved,
“ even ac the docr of the paternal man-
sion, \t‘he\ff“heart‘s palpitate, their tears
flow. In one moment is Elnathan in the_
_arms of Abpessalom, Zabdi in those of
Zambri, while Noéma stands by, am__i_
presently receives both the youths in her
embrace. Another half hour, and tuey
are impatient to. visit their rormer
; neighbours.” « Ah! Elnathan and Zabdi,
how are they grown!—how impro-
ved!” Such “were the artless excla- .~
mations with which-they were greeted by
their ploymates and acquaintances—ex-
clamations capable to flatterand please
their yet unsophxstncated hearts. But
Sephera and Mara, how syeet was tiir
reception ! © On perceiving from their
- casements Elnathan am;/i Zabdi, they fly
to meet them ; th&y take their hands—
they smile on them, nor are satisfied till
they lead them to their mothers Susanna
ana Morla, who~ tenderly embrace the
] - children



i
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forgotten.
- But though the penod ofvaca'lon pa&s-' o
Led rapidly by, though it was' altemately
varied- bv the lessons and smdes*of’fheu',
_parems, by sports and’ exercises, in cbm-
. pany with “their. former 'assoclates ye*.
towards its concln&smn, would the xmpa-f
-tience of Eh}ath'm and Zabeh birst forth
to retirn. to the xheJne 0F' emulatmn -
thus t‘}e desires of ”R":)Lr!‘l i ardess and 4
aF‘ectmmte, are vet wandenszan& un-
S{Ca(l‘ = Far i e s

‘% QOurvouths had indee :
,'~-f.~n‘wt reason for” tklen' rmpa{i’eng% e
tarn to-Saren ; this'was to‘en_]ov'*é‘gm
ith he «;ccwtv ef tsvp of then comrarie
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Moutt Ararat, was established .a colcay
6[“Scyrhiéllr-, .who >elieved they did ho-="
sour to -the Deity, by sacrificing, at the
arrival of every new lustre, two youths
{from ten ‘o t{velve yeass of age, chosen
from zmongst the sons of their most es--
teemed chiefs, who even were so barba-
rous in their nafures, as to contend for
the honour. of” c‘e\ofmt.3 therr children.
At one of those appeinted periods, the
choice fell upon ] Naaman and Saaph, sons
of “the terrible Bezec. Buf though
the heart of their Cather was_hardened,
their motier Osa ‘was yet accessible to
_the feelings of nature; nor could she find
Qmsxb]e — “ﬂrt thus eruelly from her
5 jhﬂdren The mdht therefore, prevmu‘;
to the mtended sacrifice, and wbﬂe Bezee
- was sunk in slebp, she arose softly, and
takmo her sors+by the hand led them
ﬂ__,tow'%rds the banks of the Euphrates not
; far from }(S som\ce At flaybreak she was
_able to procure a hitile boat, with two
oars; and charging it.with two milch
5 i goats

.
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goits she had purchased, asalso, fodd and
cloatbl‘inur her foresjght hzd secreted
she invited hersons to foHow heir within
this frail bark, and’ thus 3void the fate
that awaited thém—a -fate that until
“this moment tney had not- foreseen.—
The Euphrates is scarcely navigable from
its tpurce, until it approaches the Tigris ;
to the divine interposdtion-of Providence
it must then have been owing, that after
two days and nights abandoned to_the
* waves, Osa and her cl‘nldren were ab’e Ak
length to conduct their little vessel with-
in a creek, and thence land on a rocky.

island situated in the centre of the ri'v f
On this 1sland, whi-h s umnhabl
‘thouwh but twenty parasangs from Cha..
ran) Osa “discove red a cave, which sex‘ved
~her as a dwelling. ©, The leayes of the
plzme-hee oatherzd by Naaman and
‘Saaph prowded beds; and the goafs fouad
- sufficient noun:mmem amldst ‘tire crags i

and steeps. " Their milk, tovemer mtlv“
some wild fr!uls‘scaﬁ(‘red ov e tlus bar-

RS e ren -

e
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ren soir, furnished subsistence to this hefj~
}gss party, c‘uring‘né co‘m'se' of *a.year.
“The cheerfulness of the childréu met no
interruption ; bat Osa, surely, felt no
trifling anLie:yVagto the-future.

An unforeseen eventat length destroy-
ed her remaining quiet, and left her no
hope of subsistence being longer copti=
nied to.her anc}_ixerisons in their present
rvetreat.  During the heat of a summer
day, as Naaman a_nd‘Saar)h were bathing
on the shore near to where their ]mle -
1a11 was amhomd «Om observed two

‘ enormous wolves eme rge from the- uver,

agrosswhlch tme; had swany ; and sem'no
1950 frici: - s~goats, whe were peaces
brouzing mhe foot ‘of a roek, quick-"
\A\]th themaeutof sight, = ¢ Ah, my
: children cngd Osa, ,“ we &m no longer”

bsxst— behmd ‘mse Favage amma]s, who
with ows too, but' '
en se%%v thee
!- let us quickly un-’
trwstzpo ourselves

once
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thce moré to Providence, seck igrtnex‘ :
ﬁ?onrr the rivera rerge'ut of woore s'xf'etv, q
and one more cdpalle; pejm')s of sup-
pm"r'inv life.” “Osa and her children
haste fo collect what littte store of pro-
visions they possesaed’ and” casting. a
grateful look “towards the entrance of the -
~avern which had so fong sheltered them,
1hc:) step into their beat, and commit
themselves to the mercy of the waves.

- Having rowed the boat towards the
mlcche of the river, they abandoned
it to the course of the flood. During
three days and three m«rﬁts, “which a
bright- moonlight illumin-d, it pursued
_an uninterrnpted course, the baan ofthe_ :
Euphrates, during that time, oﬂ"ermg"_ 6%_
possﬂ)ihty of eflecting a “landing. . SR
length, on the fourth day’ of their voyaO'e,f
" our navigators cawe within swht of Sa« :
‘ron, aroand Whose walls the stxllne§s‘

the waters afforded o them the cheeu‘ﬁfﬁ'

prosyé%t of bwmuewn the shore.
: AW
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Alas | they knew 1ot how difeenlt the
. n'*\::gano_n was even here: and that
should they happe., by their unssilful-
“ness,to pass certain stakes that were ecect-
ed as a warning, they must inevitably
perish in~the galf below. Even at the
moment that Osa and her companions,
unaware of their danger, suffered their
‘boat to pass within the first stake, :]iéy
were perceived by Elnathan and Zabdi,
who. were then enmged infishing, and
who immediately caHed to them te steer
their bark to the right, or it would be
- quickly swaliowed up. ~O¢a nor her sons
« knew not the language in which they
~ were addressed, nor steered as they were
directed ; wpor whi-h Elnathan and Zab-
d-i, who from their infancy were able te
“smm, xmme‘ 1ately smpped off their gar-
~ments, and phmgmggnto the water, has-
tened to- save ~this Lapless crew. They
lendmg &hand b

gg o they
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ixe) supported themselves above the
water, they safev conducle(l it wuhm_'
_harbour, removed fr( jm all ¢ anger. £
The surprise of the spectafors was
much excited, on nerceuma that this-
little vessel had no other-*pxlol than a fee-
ble woman, arrd two childreh, clothed in
the skin of wild beasts, and speaking an
vnmtellwrble language. . The superiors
of the coilege 'of :Saron; from various
tokens, becoming convinced that Osaand
her children were un,fbrtunate and un-
protected, hesitated not to shelter the
latter within their sanctuary, and even to
undertake- the care of their education.—
Osa, placed in alittle dwelling adjoining’
the college, failed Lot to render herself
ﬂseful and evince her gratlfﬁde by wash-
ing the tunics of the pupils, and by tend-.
ing them if they bppened to be indis- -
posed.. .50 = :
Naaman aml Saaph made sapld ]
"!urress in }earnrng the Chaféean f‘p‘

was Osa slow in this partxcular, for a&/
5 AR 2 % ’ﬂle S
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the end of two ye: rs, she could accurste-
Iy desertbe in if, the manners 'ancl cus-
“toms.of he " pativy' counfry, as like \ube
the events of her life. Fr;)'n the above
nhuon it isbut mmra] te. suppose, that
a.more than, commen’ friendship should
:\xst between Elnathan a and "Zabdi, and
thei) comr'\Jes ‘mnman and Sa'aph

Our. brave and. (Ye"IEKODo ‘youths- had
"ca51;com})]e|eu their conrse of. smdy at
qaron Mwen ~an Unf reseen event .cast
" °0me sh'vle over the reputatmn th> y had

therp obtamed
Zabdi, on account of some fauit not

cenous in lrs mture, bu* f'or WhICh he v
; was at‘

h{a. :
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he to Zabdi; wesare amongst tyrants,

- whom nothing will appease; let us there- -
fore begone—we have obtarhed sufficient
Lnow edge to ensure us alivelihood elses
where, even in sgme spot where we shzll
be free.””  Zabdi murmured somethma of
the duty owing to their preceptors, as
ur-0 of the pain they should cause Abes-
salom and Noémg ; but‘Elnathan, who
pursued with” enthusiasm what he’ had
once resolved on,;would listen to no op- 3
_position. Zabdx, feiring to appear an-
grateful, since it was in his behalf Elna-

“than was proceeding, and Feing also®
somewhat tired of his banishment, deowQ
ed his compalfion. They sr'\l*d the hwh
wall of the oarden and F ected their
cotirse along the ‘banks of ithe Euphrates,

a't _point where

continually approaching il
it joins the Tigris. ™
Haxving’ travelled .f r three da}s t‘hev”
<carcely knew whnhe hevv, L lenst
benwhted on the borders of a fores‘t :
Hunrrer and thxrst had overtakcn fbém,
1 A “and
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and they almost :épented 1n-secret of
their rash flight. .As they were consider-
ing where .hey cculd best seek shelter
till the coming morn, they espred alight
_not far distant. With joy they hailed it,
as giving signal of the existence of some
_habitation, where they might taste repose
* and refreshment. Accordingly they suri-
moned ‘their zlmost exhausted strength,
and ‘marched forward. After crossing
many solitary paths overgrown with
thorns and brambles, they arrive at the
door of an habitation that wears no mean
appearance. Their calls are answered by
“awoman, who bas apparently: passed her
thirteentik lustre, but whose form wears
the appearance of former grace and Jova-
liness. :
% You seekan asylum, RO doubt saxd
she to- our voung- travellers, ¢ enter
~ therefore, and we will pmwc:e what ac-
© eomt ation lsﬁmmur power.
i nlna(han and Zabdl folluwed their con-
ciress ‘to 1he mtenor of the Jwellmg,
o : where :

RS
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where she introducel them to the notice
of a fema]e much older than l.erself one
bowed down by yeurs. J

* What motive, ny children, can bave
led thee mto th ese deserts #’ said she: to
judge by thy countenances, deyotion
does not guxae thy steps; nor yet art
*hou subjects for the healing art, whxchlt
is our province to- p‘racuw‘here

The youths remained silent, cenfusmm
in their looks.

«“Speak, speak somewﬂd pranks, Iam
sure, have driven thee from thy parents.”
Still the youths knew not vvaJat to reply,

.-when she who had. first spoken to them
rejoined, «“ Come, my children, thou shalt
-partake of some‘refreshmen.t when, I
~ doubt not you will have courage to con—
fide your secret to ourJﬂendly ears;
thou hast, .indeed;” got into.a scrape, w
‘wﬂl endea\our to extncat th i

-
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E]mth'\n and Zabdi eat heartily, having
-passed many hours without sustepance :
after which, encouraged by the gentle
“and conciliating tenss of the youngér of
their hostesie's they related their flight
from the co]]eoe of Saror, with the rea-
__sons that had occasioned it. :
& Thou hast been very foolish, indee”,.
* saia thelr audrmrs,‘ “ but ere we part I
'1rust fhou wilt be convinced of thy error,
~ and feel for the affliction, thy parents must
__even now endure fcrthy absence ” :
1 :E}hgﬁmn,thm}gh bold and unreflecting
dwing the first moments of passion, was
: eter .eﬁ'ectlonate and kind-hearted;
mentron of hissparents, and their proba-
ble suf‘felmss on hls accoeunt, he now
bnrst into- teass. o
His® hosts perce1v1na these }ﬂdl‘CahGnS :

'of cem*tntxon mmecr their voices to en-

‘v had ta-ken and endea-"
s vourr@a%
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voured t(: cénvihce-f‘nim how greathy they
would offend against Ieavex}, tvere rhey-
to persevere in it i
«“Ah!” said Zabdi; * the good Ezne},
I am sure; would, say as Sm?c‘h!'; '
““ Bzriel ! repeated, in gvident agi-

‘tation, the least advanced in Veﬁx’s”‘éf"’
frose who counselled ; « whoxsEmet
whom you speak ? where does he live
how long hast thou known hm ok A
«.Ah, Ezriel is the best and- wisest of"'
men,*‘ cried Elnathan and Zabdi, in one;‘;;:-'
voice; “ he lives on Mount Anoth, where .
our parents, Abessalom and N98ma, con-
duct us during every vacation, téﬁol‘[.c'i'tv:.

‘his prayers and receive hi$advice,”

- She who had spoken last now bent ber
Knee, and seemed to pray fervemly,'whﬂ
the old woman also m\seﬁ ‘her cveSfand:v
clasped hands to heaven E, 2o

- The conversation ended amFEiﬁitban’ '
“and Zabdi betook thetnselves to repo:
“which they stood mucli’ﬁ? neﬁf of.

'}‘Z’\, a2

a3 4 Vs?
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the dawn they arcse, and proceeded to
examine-the preciaets of the little dwell-
ing where hey h:d been so kindly re-
ceived. If was sittated in a fertile val-
ley, surrounsed: by hills clothed to their
summit with pine and oak trees: a lim-
" pid stream meandered around_it. Here
was 4 spot dear to sorrow and medi‘a-
tion. As the sun arose, Elnathan and
Zabdi, while straymng in tke valley, were
- met by several strangers of both sexes,
who advanced towards the dwelling, and
who they at first mistook for pilgrims,
but who presently iuformed the_ﬁx that
_they.came to the valley of Eleana (for
so that just described was named ), toseek
reliel for various diseases which its mic-
tress was famed for being able to cure.

- Elnathan and Zabdi re-entered the
dwe}lmg, where they- found ,prﬂpmed the
morning’s repast and to their no small

| :surprrse;therr hostess (for such in reality
was thﬁ least aged of the fema]es they had
i ' ~already

%
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already séen?) and hen venerable cgmpa-
nion ready to accompany themsback on
- their way to Saron. , i :

«“+We must e’en geturn then‘ _said
‘Elnathan, %who, lef't. entirely to hlmself
would have been deterréd byTear, and
still more by shame, from tbmkmg of

stch a step.

Their venerable friends assured both
him and Zakdi that nothing less than” 2
quiek return, and a prompt acknowledge-
ment-of their error, could.in future en-
sure them the protecnon of’ﬂeaven—'“to :
secure to you the pardon of‘)s)ur gover- %
nors and parents,” added they, “and to
witness your, return to your'duty,;we“re—'
-olve to accompany you back to Saron.”

No opposition being made by our
youths, the party quxckfy commenced
their journey, the remale part on. horse-
back, Elrathan and Zabdi on fgot.; | |

~ But what was the anxiety of Abessa-
lom, Noéma, and Zamhn'-_ 'o- hear that
durmg three days thezr sons ;bad be{gn
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absent from school! The superiors of

the colrege, with'no other idea but that
their pupils were veturned home, had de-
layed during two days to forward their

complamls to their p'hents OTS() serious

an mf'mcnon of their estabhsned rules.
“During a whole day, Abessalom and

- Noéma, afflicted and hnmxlnt d, sorht
'every corner- of - their nemhboumood

in hopes ofﬁndmcr their beloved children,

- become; alas! disobedient, even at the
Leritical moment ; but no where could
"'ﬂdey be discovered. g -

At lenwath Abessalom ‘md Z'imbr] de—
tgrmmed on proceeding to Saron, and

: th’ere"'eﬂdeavm‘!r to gain more pqrticular
,.mformanon as to fﬁe pam mev mignt

ha\e taken. = Calm th\self \oema, :
axd ‘her thband = t‘xe} w1ll cextaml\. be
restored to us 3 thev, no donbt repent
their errer. ere nowW; but the prlde ol El-
nathan pre\ems him as vet from commg

: 30 humble himsell before us. :

Abessa cmandZambn were w1tmn 2 few
Tt paces
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? “pagesiof \-he‘co.llege. o{ Saron, when El-
nathan and Zabdi, with Jheir new acquain-
tan(‘es,’rgea(‘.hgd its SRS & Fhere ismy
fathes,” wwhispered Eljathan to tife least.
aged, at the same time. slacke nin"'his‘
pace. Sheimmes ﬁatel) dsmourited, and
approaching Abessalom, “ We brin: gyou,’ 2
sn'(‘ she, < two funmves '.\hose errors
1 tinst are already expmted b) s'ncere,..
repentance. They were wanderexs, ana.
we received them- into our dwe”mg of
- Eleanz, In return for the reccption they
~ there met, as also for any trouble wemays
have been at to condvct lherrrhxther, the
only favour we chim is the pardo%( of'““-
‘their parents towards them.”

Elnathan and Z-5di at- llus momy
fhrew themselves at the feet of Abes
lom. It was lmpossrble he could deﬁer

rhe solicited grace. He embraced theg}k

= admno o8 that he phced“bls enme re-
lnnce tbat thel) fumre.conduct would b 3
such as to repav “the anxzety'they _had so
wmtoniv cmsed to him : éuﬁlfexr mo-—

o
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ther.” Having expressed - Lis  utmost
thariks and gratitide towards the respect-
able “femeles, whese benevolence had
bLeen soactive in his favour, Abessalom,
still accompanied by them, proceeded
humbly-to intercede with the governers
of the college, for the entire forgiveness-
of Elnathan and Zabdi. Thiswas present-
ly granted, with a suitable exhortation,
4in favour of their former conduct, ‘ which
had been so jrreprehe‘-nsiﬁle.
> And now the venerable superio=of the
institution invitea Abessalom, Zambri,
and the worthy conductresses of Elna-
- than and Zabdi, to prolong their shy fels
il the next day, when the autumnal va-
- cation was to comm-~nce, that they might
witness the distribution of premiufis,
“which this evening were to be awarded to
such of the pupils whose conduct had
’been ‘most praisewo.thy during the pre-
'ci:dmg year.  Abessalom hesitated to
0m~pl), till Zambn ofiered lmmedxatelv
1,_.to retu:n!ﬁo Noema, and acquamt ber
i . % with
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~with what was passing. The recluses of
Eleana agreed to rem‘aﬂ 100.% Ab.essﬂom
gladly #cceded to their propgsal of the &
next day condueting lilnathan and Zabdi
into the arms of their mother. * We
have a pilgrimage to make tos Mount
Anoth,” said they, “*hut it wsd first be
pleasing to us to witness the joy of aten-
der wother, on recovering her lost. chil- -
“dren A i L3
The pupils were at length assembled,
and in _the presence of numerous spec-
tators, the prizes wede adjudged: The
scene was inferesting ; joy eand pride
marked the countenances of th® success-
ful candidates, while the dlsappomtmcnz’
of the least worihy wassoothed by the -
caresses of their parents and preceptors, i
who encouraged them to look forward to
the approaching year for final success.—
Elnathan and - Zabd? whese judgments
were superior to all the others, were yet
prevented fmm putting in their claim to
distinction from their late md.s;;xcnon._;
> = T Thiseos
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This, however, being the term of their
course_ they received an eulogiumfor
their foriner diligence and “good con-
duct, calculated o dis nel am um‘ﬁvnur:
able uvp'—csm"] thmr vot being admit-
tcd to- th ph»cs mzd»t 3ave xnouted n
the assemblv.

And pow the remaining h'n.'s of their
stay at Saron‘were emp o)ed in expres-
sions ol Urautude towards their precep-

tors, and in tender adicus to the partners

“of their toils and plcasu}es. Thir saus- -

faction was much increased, by being
permitteq to invire Naaman and § Saaph to

»accompanv them home dunn ‘the en-

: smnu hohdavs

\Vlth what 1mpauence did Noéma ad-
‘vance to meet the happy partyt  The
first” mmements of LElathan and Zabdi

“were fo thmw thet selves at her feef, but

"»oon “after were ~their arms clasped

round her neck. ERIIR szml she, “how
roukd ‘you ever ﬁoroet xour mother !”

N ver,never mmg ca we fo*rret her!”

et gl ~ they
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they 1eplxeu in one vbick, tears stanmg
to -their,eyes.. Abessalom now fed the
attention-of Nog&ma to‘;ards the two re-
<luses, to whom they owed the safe return
of their sons. Noéma besrgwed on them ‘
every mark of gratitixde and attention.:
Thev would immediately have proceeded -
on _to3ir jourrey to Mount Anoth, when
Abessalom ipsisted on tﬁeu -deferrmo 1E5
_ till the following morning, when he pro-
mised to com}uctthem hlm’self to the feet
of the good Tzriel.

Faithful to his promise, Abessa]om at.
Sunris 'k:d the way to the sanctyary - of*
the hwh pnest He was pacing the lit=::
tle avenue leading to- it, as the sage ,md.r
his- p:;rry advanced. J“I have b'oucht, :
Yo'u, fﬂi}er, said Abess‘.lnm, “ two \'; ;
tors, to whomI am much m(’ebted
- was their earnest (ksire o m@ke e pllu :
“mage hither™” PE s

Eznel ha\'lnor stre*med out h.s hand to ;
wvelcome his’ hxend (mned mwards the
pilgrims—he anpeaxs s‘rucL on behol&- 3

a‘ ing

9
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ih‘;g‘them——a mornient’s silence ensues—at
length the youngest of the strangers ad-
vances, throws hei arms around his neck,
and amidst a flood of tears, ejaculates—"
¢ Ezrie., my krother, dost thou not know
me 2”—“Anna! is it so, or doth my.
senses wander ?”—¢ Truly, indeed, doth
thou behold thy sister, the long-lost
Anna !"—=Sobs p.event the farther utter
ance of these affectionate and sanctified
beings, as they remain locked in each
othersembrace.. The aged piigrim now
approache.—< Ezriel,”” said she, < and I
. too—canst thou not remember me? ' —
said Ezriel, “is, indeed,

>

_ ““ That voice,’
familiar to me—yes Bethuel it must be!

- Merciful God !\’thy' ways are omnipa-
tent!” The g‘o"od woman shared the em-
brace ofiEi}ric‘l, who nearly overcome by
e’motio,né' unexpect>d and strange, was
obliged to be seated ;fhis;f'riends sat down
- beside him on the turf. * And “my fa-
ther 1 said he at length, in timid ac-
cents; ¢ canst thou fell me2” “ Our
7 : father,”

'
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father,” re;)li(;d Annd, ‘4 no doubt atthis
momeng enjoys the recompence‘ of the
Jjust in Heaven ; ten years afier thy de-
-parture he resigned his earthly sufferings;
and ere he expired, pronoynced his for-
giveness for us_ both.”  Ezriel’s tears
‘fHowed afresh : < Proceed.” said he; * tell
me <he events of thy life, and by what
miracle thy steps were led hithge” Apna,.
summoning cofposure, comf)lféd. Her
« relation was nearTy to the following ef-
fect: o 3
When she had lost sight of Ezriel on
the evening of their unhappy ution; the
shade of his grandfather Bethor beckoned
to her to follow bim, even till they came
to the banks of rh_eljiuphrates; here he
gave her the promise that she should again
behold her brother, after a lapse of years,
and when their munfal pasgion had bﬁ.’eli ;
entirely subdued by time and resignation
to the will of Heaven : after which, di-
recting her to follow the southern course
of the Euphrates, and to put her trast in.
: ’ ‘God

o

J
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God for safety, hit aisappeared from her
sight.

Anna, now ent:vely desolate, pursued
the course she had been directed, un- -
knowing where it might lead, or what
was to be her future destiny. = She tra-
* velled many hours, until, overcome by'

fatigue, affliction, and want of sste-
mance, she sunk ‘almost lifeless to the-
earth. At this moment, which she hoped
might be her last, was she overtaken by
a venerable priest, who was journeving
. along the banks or the river, and who
immediately took pity on her h&_;)less
condition. The good- man, on hearmv
her piteoustale, tcok her under bis pro-
tection, and at length con(‘u(ted ber To
Eleana where resided an- '1ged fem'ue
remarkable for her piety and bene\»o-
ij-nce; and \,\’_‘%:.d‘kriexﬁf”frdm hérbsjfo\draxv
a balm for everv disease. = She became
the favourite of" this I‘Earhable bem0
“Ho invited her to calm her sorrows nv
the conctant etexeue of plety, -and who

e\f’l
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“even taught hér the healing art, by which,
at a future period, she might vecome
useful, and gratily hev' charitable incli-
nations. For twenty ycars had ‘Xnna re-
sided under the roof of Rachel, when
one day she was aJccgsfedey JanJe]derIy
‘woman, who requested she would lead ;
her _to Rachel, whose fame in healing
‘the sick had drawn her- aloeng way from
home. « 1 hzd once a child,” added
- she, < who was the comfort and so]ac¢
of my life, but many many yeags ago she
“Teft me to Tive in sclitude. Grief for
her absence at length bronght’ to me an
il stdte of health, which I have long pa-
tiently endured, but am now Com%/h/
the advice of one who r:apc}z Denelit
from her skill, to seek relief from Ra-
chel.” < Ah! Bethuel! ah! my aunt?”
said Anna, * Heavenbe praised, 1 have
It was, indeed, Bethuel,
who ‘was thus accidentally restored to :

y 13

found thee !

her niece.
NOLrb ol e i
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She had now ulet a.balm for her com-
plaints, beyond what medicine in any
age could bestov. Tler joy was too

great to let her think of immediately re- -

turning_homes and -Rachel soon after

sinking beuneath the weight of years, and:

eaving Anna her representative at Ele-
ana, Bethuel commued to dwell with
<he object of her_former care, and it was
~even resolved she should remain with her
to her latest breath.' From Bethuel. Anna
-learned the fate of Pharmal He was
everwhelm-d wit b affliction, at finding
that his sen had fRed—fled also with his
sister—and. for fen vears,- notwithstand-

I

g the stoxcx;m of bis dnmctcr he con-

tinued ap_rew‘to regret ; at the cnd of
that period he. was released from workdly
uffering.

After the o'eatb of ix cne} Anna fol--

Jowed her example in e\ery partlcular
and continued, by herpiety, benevolence,
~ and skill, fo draw towards Eleana the
St 5 o unfoxtun ate
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unfortu nate of all descriptions,- evers till
the moment when she set forward to
vain the residence of T‘zrxe] 55
- With the other parnculars of his sister’s
life, the sage of Meount Anoth was made
acquainted with'the manner by wluch she
discovered his retreat. : :
Asessalom honoured with his tears the
affecting scene he witnessed between Ez-
riel and his sisfer. He lent an attentive
ear also to the relation of Anna, which
having an end, Ezrief, rvith- a countenance
beaming with renovated joy, sxid to him,
= My dear friend, even now you will ens
er my dwelling, and share with us a frn~
-a] repast; after which you will pi oceed
Sue te rejoin your famny——i'or youmay"
we&sxppose, I shall not se soon paht
with my sister and Bcthue] Retura to
me, however, qmc”v anc bring . with.
you Noéma, Zambri, and your sons, El- :
nathan ‘and Zabdi; having finished their
course ef instriction at Saron, and the.

Leason oF adol°sccnce being at Lts terim, L
12 : : l W ou}:sl

L 2
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1would give you my counsel, asto the
best means to be adopted for their bene-
fit, daring the termpestuous and danger-
ous period that is to follow.” '

Abessalom‘was guided by the words of
Ezriel—he shared his repast, where peace
and gladness reigned; after which he has-
tened to relate for Noéma the everiful
occurrences of the day.
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Manhood.

« And then the lovery
Sighing like Jurnace, with a woeful ballad
Made to his mistress's eyebrow.”

?EHF season of vacation bad hitherto
afforded notigng to Elnathan and Zabdl,(
like_ the pleasures they enjoyes at their -
return home at the conclusion of the’ir‘
studies at Saron. Happy. beyond all
others are the concludnw days of ado-’
scence' when . reﬁc.ctlon and memoay
repose, and :he sonl n]ow> wnh a sense
“of fxeedom when 1* smhs‘afrer fehcnv
pure but mdetermmate, and roams at
large, like. the monarch new seated on
his throne, who endeavours from gngpg;.t
5 il , athonsand
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a x}*ohxsa'\d bloom.nc beauties to chooss
“the one most wort}w to share his em=
plre !

-

The friendship that su.m)ted between
our youths and the young Scythians, in-
creased in particular the p Teasures of the
former.” To' int¥oduce to their neigh-
boars Naaman® and Saaph, to lead them
throngh their groves and orchards, to in-

- vent for the-m new sportsand exercises,
to render each{éay‘hanphr for them than
'g_he last, was a naver- ending soarce of
. amusement. Shall we add, that the davvn
" of love, just bursting on t&n sight, lent
added eharms to the present period; and

: }ed Elnathan and Labdl to conclade. that -

they already tasteC oF the. f'ehcny of

= 12 5
—,H’ea\en. ot = 3

"!"‘Abessa.om and \Icerm, during Iv'o-
months forbore to fatigue m lhe Heast
n'merst'mumus of their pJpﬂs : thev
onsidered that a stateiof' calm sorﬁ—e-
- times %es contributes to the unfo!dnw
"_efthe cpmtzons ofnan.re l‘hgy dov: ¢<.,

LV 380 et caiit
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therefore, that their sons 'shoul‘d' fépbse
on a bed of sweets, as most- encouraging
to the growth of those virtues ard noble
exertions that were hercafter to be de-
voted to the welfzre of th=ir fel'ow-crea-
tures. ~ Those tender parents.nad also the
prosperity of Elnathan and Zabdiin view,
when they winked at their constant_ visits
to the dwelling of Susaana and Moria, and"
viewed theiranxietytounitethe daughters
of thoseamiable personswitkall their plea-
- sures ;ﬁ' for: Abessalor and Noéma-believ~ .
ed that there exists no gréats_rsafegu’a_:d’?’
against vice, or more powerﬂ;i ipcenti'vve 5
to-honourable deeds, ti:an pure and ripen--
mg love: :
When it mppefaree{ rxoht that theu days
ofcloudléss tranquillity should have their *
term, Abessalom called to him his soms, -
and in the presenc> of Nugma thus ad=
dressed thein ;—2< My children, the time ;
- now arrived, w.-xen your thoughis' must
. turn_to serious reflection. - Thisiife, Iam o
gneved to tell Fou, resembley a st

G fi5 e 3 mm‘mtau;
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mountain, whose acclivity is difficult to
climb, but whieh, however, presznts for
sthe traveller destized to gain its summit,
some smiling spots where he may repose
with de'ight. - Yet these verdant recesses
often lead to more difficult passes, and to
proeeed is. hazardous : ‘still for him who
completes his journey with safety and
£ ‘honour, arich revard is in store. As such
- 1s the picture of life, it remains for you
then to search every known source of
gxﬁsdom and expe-ience, for rules best
e adapted O guide you safely over the
mocfed@ath To this end, you no doubt
avill concur with your mother and:me, in
thinking that our first and most advan-
tageous step shouldibe to seck the coua-
~sels of the virtyous Ezmel We will alt
sef out to-me rrow  for Mount Anoth,
while Nua aman and faaph shaLEremm to
the university :ef Saron,” and to the arms :
‘their. affectionate mother.” Having
pro&ee:ier!‘&o far, ‘Abessalom:summoned -
- torkim r.he yorns chtmans andicommi-

o,

= £ 03 mcated :
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nicated to them the necessity.of their de-
parture, as his sons must. now exxend
their views and their studies he gave _toa
vach-a piece of gold, and conjured them
to write to him, whenever they or ‘the_i_-r:
mothershould stand in need of assistance,
pecuniary or otherwise.

And now Elnathan and Zabdi lead
their friends to take leave of the ac- «
quaintances they had lately formed—
Alas! those young Stythlans ingenuous, - ;
grateful, and affectionate, partook bg,r
little of the rugged nature of their. na-
tive soil I - They wept at part*pﬂ' fron’
their late associates, and parllcular]y wh
they pressed the hands of Martha -
Mesron, young she};@erf_lesses, of the va.
ley. But still 'more did thcy weep, at.
the moment they took- a last fa;rewell
of. I‘Inmh;m Zabcf: Abfesa}om,h and"
\o,ema R & 0

_The party destined for \Iounl Anot[r
set off at an early. hour. Wh,gn they ar-
sived, their gifts, as usual, were, Qlac,ed

7 Lo RO r . I e iR
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-on. stone, where the pilgrims in general
placed., their - offerings for Ezriel. © At
sight of Abessalom and his train, which’
censisted of Neéma, Zambri, and their
sons, the goad priest arose from his pray-
ers, and _conducted them to a grotto.
which he had appropriated to his sister
_and Bethuel, who were on the eve of their
departure for Eleana. . [ am aware, my
“friends,”” said Ezriel, « 'of the motive of
.your journey hither; but the presence
*of my sister and Bethuel will notin the
}east restmm our cenverse. Let us then
Ytoge,:h_;; taste the breeze at the en-

'nce of this grotto, and impartial]y de-
_mine if L have wel]JudUed the plan

¢o be pursued by your sons, from hence
4l their four and- twentieth yvear, when.
they shall become. established for the re-
mamder of their days. By all that I can
]e’zrn Llnalhan and Zabd:are well ground-
Loedin the prmcrplas of religion and mo-
STanty; cm&seque*ﬂlv they have obtamed
ng}% for sheir condust; they - may also

e : ol have~
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have gained an idea of the depravity of
mankind. Yet these are studigs in which
they - are 'yet novices. The purity and
ingenuousness of their natures make them
regard asrtare ard monstrous, what in life
is at ail imperfect.  To thuir uncontami-
nated view, all nature shoul"_d' assume a
hue splendid as the rose——exhale a per-
fume simple as the violet. But the more
unsophisticated are their hearts, the more
hable are they to seduction. = 1t must be
our care then to give them a full view

of the theatre of the warld, before ﬁwy
~are suffered to mingle witj;x he actors:

““ Though Egypt has Jost" much'of i

ancient splendour, I would advise that
Elnathan and Zabdi should be immedi-
étely*, p!aced within the college of Men‘-'r
phis. By its original laws, it’receives
“within its walls the sons of}ts superiots,
-“those of the‘prmc]pal citizens, a few fo-"
“reigners whc come well- recommended,
and even the children of the reigning

. U monarch
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monarvh. ' The priests who govern it
are obliged to guide each pupil alike in
the paths of wisdom and science. It is
their duty to ripen the knowledge that
-has heen acquired elsewhere, to exalt the -
characters of their pupils, and render
them firm, patient; and persevering ; ca-
pab!e,ofgﬂwer'nmrr others, but still more
capab]e of governing themselves

« This elevation of soul; so conducne
‘to all that is great aid noble, may, how-
ever, engender.a degree .of pride ‘and -
sternness; whichmust actgo uncorrected.
T+ s grand; 1.0 doubt, to sear abeve GLEOR. |
and indulge the thought of one day be--
ing able to crush “it;. but it is -po less
commendablﬁ to-descend from the height
of - science and stoicism, to pity the
‘weakness of those whom ‘necessity obliges -
to gmvel—tenderh’ to assist and direct.
“them in their umnformed course.  The
eagle that isables fixedly ‘o regard the -
sua, descends from the hwhest*hqa\ ens,

S e B G : te.
= .3.‘ <
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to shelter with its ‘profecting wings its
helpless young, and try to :fssist their
flight. : i

« Having spent three years at Mem-
phis, our youths chall fix “their vesidence
during two years at Athens, where acon-

stant intercourse with the graces will po-
*lish their manners, and ‘temper. their
harsher education at Memphis, and wher~
they may study, at their source, the a
rable laws of Solon. i
-« It pow remains to Bloathan and Z:
di to make some display of their vario
atmmmems, so well fortifieds they mu
be e\posed to danoer, to have the glor
-of conquering. . To the.elr) of Babylon,
therefore I would direct their eourse -
from Athens—it is now the centre of re-
finement and genius. 'Here, for the space
~of three years; s‘\ould‘tx\ey become fa-
-miliar with the varieties and-temptations-
-of a splenchd court, witheut departing
from the line of duty ; here tegis a lase;‘
; Sadr s ac.lmrement

By
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acquirement, should they obtain military
S RE “ol
“ Tkis, Abessalom, is- the plan that,

were I'in yourplace, 1 would offer for-

the acceptance of my sons.  In case you

~approve of it, I'will immediately write

to Cherub, the senior of the col llege at
‘Memphis; #hd with whom ] possess no

“*rifling interest; tA receive Elhathan and:
xdi; and shew towards thenr every pos--

sle kindness.”

It was not without visible emotion-
hat Notmu listened to the project of se--

parating from her her sons dmma eight -
years.  Shewas on the. point of expxeas--

-rﬂg her 1eluctance to it, when Ezriel tbus‘

prevented her=—¢ | uadersrand Negma,’

i

said be, ©“ what you suffer at the thought
of losing - sight of. your chtldren fm‘ so-

Jong a penod~ but s‘nce it never was mv~ ,
ob_)ect tor enforce the att:unment of wis--

~dom at the expence of nature’s 1e<rm-

.’xmte pleasures I must add to what I have -

< : - aleeady
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ly =\1d that it is- most: d‘éi’imblé

f‘f€7
your sons should return to you for a.
short Tiiterval, at the conclusion of their
stavat Memphis; and again, when they
shall quit Athens: Hicaven has bestowed
on you riches; nor wil it, [.am sure,
“disapprove, thatsome short part of them
stiould-be emploved in their recalling to
you yvour children, that tgev may pour:
into your boesom ther ver) errors. -
receive from your approving smiie
incit-ment for the future. Torecor
vou {utther, most '\rmabxe of women,
parting with vour sons, I weuld recall
you the number of vears which.Tsaac w
separated from his son Jacob, and the’p’%
tience he evinced. ﬁrmIv behevmg the
~the beneficence of the Eternal wmxld be
mereby extended on the land.”
_ Noéma now breathed freely, for the'
Fast v,mds of E?I‘lc] offered inexpressible
conSohnon The plan of the high priest
wasnnmedmery to be commenceg, angh
Abessalom requested from hlm-the pm =
s - fercd
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fered letter to Cherub ; ; determining to
atter‘d the steps of his sans (o idemphis.
¢ And-now, my. friends,” said Ezriel,
““T have yet anotaer sacrifice to invoke,
at the hands of one of you in particular.
I prepare to quit this abode, and spend
the remnan+ ofmy,da)a next my sister, at
Eleana; certain duties attach her hither,
and 1 will elen heip her to their fulfill-
ment.  Zamb:i, your constant plety has
dy rendered you a her mit—yourcon-
tis irrepr oachable—come, then, and
JJace me in this sanctuary; i your fa-
ar will T _relinguish all those little im-
rovemen‘s derived from the sweat of:
ay brow and which tended to cheermy
m.nthem- accept- my offer, and’ rhus
"b'ute to our mutial happiness.” ” -
Zambn raised h-&evesto Heav en, and
sofdv pronounced: the names of Segor
and her mothe>; then fa] ling at the feét
-ef &rre] he aecepied his propesa], ;be-
_seeched of him his benedictian, 2nd ¢ at
he wwould cm)stam]v forward to him _hxs
SR sl T m‘lutéf}‘

®
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»

salutary ‘advice. He leni’.er!y embraced
his son, Aoessalom, Notma, and Elngthan,
who presently afier took then‘dcpﬂnuxe.
Thke next day Zambrui was left alone on
"~ Mount Anoth, where he spent the re-
mainder of his 1if=, ‘beyond the reach of
temptatien, wholly devoted to the exer~
cise of piety and benevolence.
~ Fight days had scarcely elapsed, since
“Abessalom, Elnathan,and Zabdi, had quit-
ted Ezriel, when every thing was pre-
pared for their journey into Egypt
prospect of a longer separation .
children than she had ever yet e
sensibly afflicted Noéma; but refi
_that 1t was them she Joved, and not
“gelf, her tears were repressed “and shie
sisted with calmness towards the @o;npl
tion. of smtab]e garments to accon;ggn
them. The rmldness of the Eoypuan
chmate, where r:un was s:al‘cely kno“n 5
mduced the custom of its mhabltant' ,n oo
w;{tn their head5 alwavs uncovered. '.Tﬂl
nics of ﬁne linen, girdles Df varxoussro-
S : : }oured
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Touredsilks,buskins formed of deer-skine—
these were the only garments that gra ced:
- the most distinguished of the Egyptians,
and were those which the sons of Abessa-
Jom receive_d from their rﬁorher, on tihe
eve of _heir aeparture from their native
home. This eve, how-sad for Sephora
and Mara ! It is true, the affection that
; warmed their bosoms for Elnathan “and-
Zabdi, could no: yet be called love—it
was a sentiment tender, ingénuous, and
able—plerhaps steadier, mc e real,
‘hen joined with greater ardour.-
are -going,” -said the youths, on-
ting them, “ where it would be dis--
aour not to be vir tuous,f and these:
Amds fi)oufrh vaguc, s'oﬁ'e.ned for S--
f;nbra and Mara the :mvulah of a last
farewel] I Abessalom thouoht fit to spare
No¢ma the agony of beholding her sons
> ﬁtpﬁr( ""amd. before .he dawn of day se-
creny commenced his 3 JOl'rnay '
v It was near a fortnight ere the travel-
fera reaened Men‘pms Abessa!o_m_ stop--

= = - -ped:
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ped during two days, tof’viex@’, with El-
nathan and Zabdi, the ruins of Je,usalem,
the former capital of Chaldea, and lately
reduced to ashes by order of Nebuchad-
nezzar, = -
“ What an‘aﬁiicti.ng' 'spectaclé,” said
Abessalom to his soﬁs, “ is now-this city,
once so brilliant and opulent, under its
“monarchs David and Saiomon'! Amoncst
this he1p of ruins, amid this frightful so-
Titude, fit resort of wild beasts and birds.
of prey, where shall we find that moeni-
ficent temple, projected by the Al
himself?  Where:the elory of the ).
nation—its power, that extended eve
-~the banks of the Tuphratcs—-the treasu,
taat filled the palaces of its monarel

<he immensity «of its commerce, :he i
ches of its arsnnals, the- beauty and excel—
Jence of its m;htary matun ons P—aH’-‘fr
all havg, d:aappeared even as the sun;
-sinksat eve in o the western mam : ‘And'
‘why ? because the Israelites, often wamed'
and chaatﬁed at 1en0rh reachcd the sum-;
KL -mit

9
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mit of ingratitude and impiety ;~and such,
my sons, shall be the reward of 211 who
dare to counteract the oracles of God,
manifested to us in holy scripture.”
Arrived at. Memph:s, Abeésa]o_m has-
tens tb dehiver to Che-ub the letter of
Ezriel, in which was detailed his own
merits, the" lessons that Elnathan and_
Zabdi had-~hither*o received, and «the
hopes their father enrethed of their
~1mpmvement at- M“empbxs i ’
" st times are much altered,” said
3, when ‘he had perused the letter;
pt has lost its grandeur since it be-
2 tributary, and that with the en-
ace of the COPqUGl'O:, was intreduced
mtempt for morality and religion.—
{owever we flatter ourselves, that if in

corner of Egypt -are preserved the

arc f‘es of ant‘lem W‘orv gven so that
may be consu}ted wnh svcces:;, 1t

1S mihm the walls of ounumvexaltv
e ,Ingramude, continued Chemb, £1s
u'lifo‘r'mnafely inherent cwithin our na-

- ? e tures—
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ftures—observe, and you w:lI find that at
has hitharto been the destroyerof nations,
‘Sesos.ris shared a large ‘portion-of his
glory with the Egyptian priests, our pro-
genitors in this ‘institution—to Sis sons
_and to his subjests, they gave an equal
education ; they opened for ‘both every
possxb]e source of wisdomz- but how mi-
_serable has been the rcturn ! that eleva-
tion of soul, that neble pnde wmch was
pxomuh"ited from without these walls,
.at length ‘made {he Ec*,ptlunf
themselv es liceneed, even to ccun,

the . most xolup’ﬂous excesses=—exq
‘which estrange them every d;ly furt,
hom us, and ‘may tend to our ﬁnag dc

‘ruction. But this, Abesealum 1s th,,
jectare ; and since your sons are so Wi
‘grounded in Lnoml@d&re . pi ety' ar*
rorality, and “that they ha\e hut _

-years: to eram with us, Idt}ubt :‘ :
‘being able to fulfil towards them the re
commendation “of Ezriel. The details o

'our pla"tlce \\omJ Le now too 1cdlous,

e
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bat the constant corcesponden, e of yout.
" sons, witl, I hope, prove to you that their
time isprofitably spent. :

“ You could not have arrived at a mo-
ment more ;nteresung for them, or for
n's;'ihnn“is the present.  Amongst ourpu-
pils who are Pgyptians, and have attain-
ea their sixteenth year, we are on- the :
pomt ofdecla"m«r ‘which are of royal de-
scent The of'%prmcr of our kings, Felic
\ered into our care from their birth, gre
m""“ﬂ“‘ly confounded with that of the

Lgyptians born en the same

. »abt'the same time received by Hs,
hev are not suffered, until this ‘era,
gecome acquamted with their brilliant

.,Snﬁy f{-thev are even unknown to ths

'ﬁors sof their bemﬂ A peried of anx-

as\ recognition ‘then is to take place
vé‘mnr_r, after which 1he king, at the
of the Qa(‘erdwotal order, will. pmceed
€ a cause 1he most interesting to

'gal authority, to justice, and to nature.
o be a witness of our forms, repair with
= G e FOUT §
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your sons an hour after midday to the
grand hall of our lyceum, where, after the
: impditant process I have named shall be
decided, I will advance, and zeceive them
at your hands. Hz‘wing gained the con-
sent of the king to their admission, they
will henceforward, like the other pupils,
be entertained entirel at"his expence.”
“ How,” 1eplied Abessalom, “ shall I
shew my gratitude for your intended
favours 2™ d
“In continuing to worship Ged, and
promote the felicity of your fellow-crea-
tures.” So saying, Cherub retired. ‘
Thesun had not long reached its zenith, :
when Abessalom w.ad his sons entered the
“great hall of the upiversity. A numerous
croud was already assembled ; nptwith-
standing, silence-and order reivngg;;ﬁ_{_ ¥
The entrance of the hall bemfr at

closed, the pwcessxon of -priests 1al
themselves on’ a stage towards the’ rm‘ht
hand of the throne, where was to presule
“1he monarch who directly 3ppeared He

VOL. I. K was
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was followed by the nobles of the king-
dom, who took theu stauon on nis left
hand SO g
When- ihose privileged persons were
mranoed in due order, Cherub, an an ele-
vated voice, summoned Dina, the widow
of Abi‘a'thar, to advance and plead before
the king, the priests, and the nobles, the

cause she had given notice of.  Imme-

diately appear;d from behind one of the.

- pillars which supported this superd edi-

. fice, a femﬁ}e whose air was noble and
interesting,. She wasdin deep mourning,
and a long=black veil fell over her face.
f"Szae,” sald she, thmmxw back her

Ve ,'D presence of the kmrr, and ceveal-

g 2 countenance full of sweetness and-

gur, “ the claim 1 have on your jus-
:*;no deubt, singalar, and what few
dare. o pref'e,- . Others in my
€ uxrh; rest satisfied tc see their son
~seated o on t_heﬁs}te;ps ofthe tirone,and even

considered as its lawful heir, while in se-

cret t‘xey prided themselres on bestowm«

> their

[
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their maternal cares on the righ*ful sm’x
of then- prince. But in'so doing, I feel
that nature 'md truth would raise within
my conscience,” pangs far teo great for:
‘ambition *to silence. ¥

" * No soonerhad I given blrth mxghtv
king, to the son whom I dare tfo dispute
with you, than, according ta the excel-

oy

fent laws of the great Sesostris, he was
taken from me, to receive a like eduqa~_,
tion with him whom the d_ivine‘ Tfavour
had on the same day accorded you; as
also with the other children of the noblés
born likewise at the same period. -
delivering him to the ministers of ou
holy réligion, my ausband took espemaf ‘
care to follow the example of other
rents in similar circumstances, and at,;
to his garmentsa l’abel md'(.ativ%n
yame and descent. [ too was’ yet

particular (as will appear presanﬂy
give to him tokens by which he cou]d
never b2 mistaken. i

77 Thoucrh never permxttf;! to behold

XK 2 3 TSN
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‘Son Benoni, yet remained tranquif
to h"is lot, until an unforeseen event
* roused 1oy anxiety. I was bittérly la-
menting the loss of an adored husband,
who had been taken trom me but ‘a year
béfi)re,' when 1 was Inrormed that a wo-
man desired to speak with me alone, on a
“subject of g"eat importance. - She ‘was
shewn into my presence, when falling on
her knees, nnd ‘bathing oy feet with her
tears,"she saxd ¢Listento me, [ hate onlv
a few moments to live. At the moment

‘ the pnests recen.ed ﬁ:to their care the son
of their Kihg, as also. thine, the former was
hvered to Mysla to suckle; the latter

to me on the same a-count. We camre
4 qitamted wuh the origin of our nurs-

wl‘uch th.exr parents ‘had left to
. ._&h them. Mys&a,-hereupon, ob-
s;nmigg 2 material difference in the
iieﬁfthfnrappearance of the children—the
m}al infant bﬁnfr weﬁkly, \\Mle thire
gave -
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zave symptoms of a long life, saiu
me, “ Let us e’en secretly exchwﬁg@:
children, by which I shall best secure rh,‘ \.
‘recompence that is awarded to her who
safely brings up the myal ..helr;pandr,rm
-this recompence ! promise that you shall
largely shave.” -Alas! I was te‘mpted- 1o
comply; Mysia became  the nurse of
yourson, whem the prissts all alonor con-
sidered asthe royal offspring, while, 1 m fact,
the chargeof it 'vascommxtted‘to nge,and :
notwithstanding our expectahons to the
contrary, I was suceessful in pxeservm‘r
its life. Our secret has mmameu.untxl ;hls
moment undiscovered ; bot My%}a dymg
a- few days since, the. soLe weight of it
Lecw'ne ms,upportable tome.- EreIh :
ever revealed it, I took care to p
the pumshment that wou}d nv '
await me, by swa}hwmg poxson,

moment it c}rculat&s throucrh m
I have only let to recommen
care iy three children, aﬂd tben
dfaw to breathe Ay last? e
SAES ."
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. *CAnd in fact,” said Dina, * the death
of thxs unf'orn‘ ate woman was+cevealed
‘tp;me an hoar after.  The trath of her
; words ;may be substantiated, by viewing
_on the breast of my son a mark repre-
senting the bead of Isis,: which I was eare-
ful, aécording to the manner:of India, to
engcrave there, previous to his being ta-
‘ken from me on theday of his birth. Thy-
deerée sire, T then await- to-have- my
cbﬂd zestored to i B Rt
Dma was silent, Jnd the prlest Oba(has
AMespem i Un i g & e L ann
':x 78 sgd he, £ thé ravings ef dxe dy-
mgwere received as just allegations, and
tbought sufﬁcmnt to. bland as ne(rhoenp

forelvn 2
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equally my children; and whichever,
within a certain number of years, shall
have #cquired most wisdom and most
virtue, -him will I nomingte j:ny suc-

~ cessor.’ !
. The prince raised- up Dma who had
- thrown herself at his feet, and even sup- -
ported her on -his arm, without the ly- s
ceum, amidst the acclamations of the
whole ass'em<bly, wlfo'witb_”qne voice
blessed Heaven for having given to- them
a ruler so generouysand enlightened.
.€herub now hastened to mtercept rhe
steps of his king, sby presemmv to hlm'
Abessalon and hissons.. Lok
feBire o said he € anow me ta re-
sent to ycm a Chaldean of high deg
- remarkable fox lns w1sdom and wrtues,

Here are the youths, \\hom ﬂp. icat
you to. adrmt 4o.a share oftﬁat eﬂncanon
R 5 ,4 accmded

e A S
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" accorded ‘beneath yb'xiﬁidw‘n eile to ‘the
children‘of the Egyptian nobles.”

Abessalom, i\'}i'o'se e\'iﬁnp]‘e was‘rollow-
ed by Elnathan and Zabdsi, bowec pro--
foundly before the king.

“Isit ‘rue, said the pmnce ‘t6 Abessa-
tom, ' that’ your ruler, ot content with
having subjectéd to him a part of my do-
lmmons, me'ms to pursue ‘his conqnests
even to the pillars of Hercules?”  ©
Gl rephed Abessalom, “ what the
kn‘«r e?*‘Babs}on reaﬁy intends or. that
Q’ﬂbjec?’l am ignorant’s but had he been,
I'kﬂ “mer w:tness to the grandeur of" thy, ,
'(,onduct this day T scarce}y thmk he :

: wd‘q@ emrmch %'arlhex on thv power

oS d the nrresfmAbes.ﬂom < “fhey :
mm feﬂow the h‘nfv amldct the - other
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pupils—fail not-to reme_nnberfmve to Ez-
riel—farewell 1" ? e O
Abessalom pomed forth his thanks and
clasped his sons to his bosom. ~Elnathan
and Zabdi melted into tears, ‘kneeled to
thelr father, received Lis:. benedxcnon,
and havmor desired a fond remembrance’ :
for Noéma and Zambri, gave eacha hand
to Cherub, -who led them forth to join the:
train of the} x\mrr . S S
Their garments and other necessaries
- pro-ided by their mother were; lodged
by Abessalom at ‘the gate of the univer-
sity : after which he set out for Chaidea, i
hoping to rejoice Noema with an.ac-
count of the happy recepnon their. sons’
Had met from the Eg gyptianu monarch.
It is unneﬂaliy acknowledoed lhatr

“there never e“sted a more pelfect sys-

in the 'mnemrt' of Mcmphxs, 1
Jarly for puplla fro,m the ‘age o
to nineteen inclusive; for at t

‘ ©6 - nineteén..



o
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nineteen, the course of ipstruction end-
ed, znd the education of the Egyptian
youth wus considered as complete.

l

It is an error tosuppose that the Egvp-
tians, did not acknowledge as the founda-
tion of their creed, the umty and emnipo-
tence of” Ged, in creating and governing
the universe. Equally skilled in astro-
‘Pomy as the Chaldeans, they were pene-
trated with the conviction that the stars
could not so faithfully perform their
“course, mwmccd by one wise and all-
gb'ﬁwpower Lut though this great
T was ewdent to thexr reason they

ence ihe mxght ascnbe each caprlte of
tbelr v:mable and i revuhted natures g

__’_, at the same txme they stnct}y
> g prohxblted_
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prohibited them - from’ mdulumg in rall-
lery;, at the reh‘nous ceremonies obser-
ved by others. ; i
Amonost other adva n*ao'ec thesacerdo—
tal college contained an immense hbrary,
which ‘was daily 1ucrmemed and over
which was jastly written, a7repository Qf
medzcme for the soul. But what this m-
stitution of"erec'l as most admirable, was
to behold the sons of\m altv (recocmsed
as mch from their sixteenth year), conti-
nue’ their education undlstmgmahed
above the other pupils, except by ase-
verer dxs' lplme, tosee Ihem, thoﬂah des-
“tined to be absolute on ea.th, humblif
submit to the austerities of. thelr e
gion, and with downcast eyes’ hsten to
the words of their puests (par' 'la_x?ly
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" the prmcxp]e of ‘government. ~Shortly
after’ his admission, an example of-
~ fered, highly salutary fer Elnathan. Oue
“of the- yeaamger boys . having rudely
and wantonly assaulted one of his cont-
‘g’?a‘des,i- %’r';"eri;)r‘to-hiln" i strength, a slave
was 'immedfatel}r summoned, and com-

“manded by Cherub' to bestow. upon the
eulpﬂt, stroke for stroke, an equal pu-
mshmem as that he had imperiously in-
_ﬁ}cted;.O_neothex instance will dlsplayihe
"ii'atﬁré‘ii‘f thzst:discfpﬁne our you"fhs were
Wlsel} su'olected to. One of his comrades,-
3 howa&’an Eoyptlan, havmcrpubhcly re-
“zabdi- with bemc o forewnerv

“sand therebv caused hls tears“ to ﬂow was
o %emned tb n*archs -~ ptocessron (te :




2 umverqfv, when such as were deemed

: rmal’ »cmmcxl (composed Df‘ Xbesémqwﬁ' :

2 < -
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fencuw 'md the game’ of chess Pre-
minms wére not dispénsed until the mat

mént the scholars prepared to quit the.

worthy were decorated by the hands of :
the king, with a chain of “gold,C bearing
a‘medal, on one side of which'wa@éh‘”[
graved a head of Sesostris, on the other

one of Psammeticus.” ;In return’ for thesc_
-favours, the scholars w’ere expecred to deﬁ' :

livera short oratmn, e\plesswe of' th
th:mm S=E b :

'Wemph«s tor forward reaubrly”
- parentsan_ exvct account of’ ‘the :
in’ which’ therf' +ime’ was’spéﬁf'iTﬁé|f :
dzspatches ‘could not fail to’ d%hgﬂﬁ' ‘the
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" AbessalomandNo&ma, They becamewise
witheuit pedantry, prudent without affec-
tation, and devout thbout any tmcture

of f'anarcxs.a‘ :

"ye:;rs a; _Me,nph;y,; .Abessafom set out in

der to conduct them home, The day
= ﬁ(i"ﬁsla'i-rival within the college was ap-
pomted, by Cherub ; it was one of gene-
ral enlargement for such of the pupils as
V ’;_rrxj)letgd. the:_r_ n-l_neteengh years: |

, &numerous assemblv receive
ing the badge of distinguished
‘t, ab‘ haw was. he clated on




ﬁre,. agd reﬂec ;
thc s:)verewn.
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received from him a letter in (he king's
-name-for the archoun; and early tl.e next
day departed. Elnathan and Zabdr re-
eretted much not being allowed to take
~leave of “thieir associates; but parting
scenes were. forbidden 1o the Evypuan
yeu&h as‘tending to enervate.
- What joy, what pride filled the hearts
of Noéma and Ziwmbri (who had pur-
pnseh' crept from his retirement ) on again
beholding those precious “youths! be-
holding them rich in wisdom and virtue,
and even decorated with the most flatter—
~ing ornam_nt! Now indeed did the ten-
‘der No€ma reap a rich reward for her
sacrifices and privations I' -
~ “ Oh, Elnathan and Zabdi! let us
~ haste to meet them,” cried Sephora and
i “ﬂé’ra' Yet thexr recepnon of the youths
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the joy ithey-had felt a moment before,
and the; intended welcome almos: died on
their lips. -~ Nor did auy levity of tone or
gesture, on the part of f Elnathan and- Zz{b—
di, tend to dispel the b‘lshfmness ol thein,
fairfriends; theirbehaviour was grave: ags!- :
formal, which was not only to be:attri-
Buted to the increase of years, butto be-
ing unaccustomed, to ‘l‘hé-sbciqty:: of Wwo-
men, and having their thOUOhW«V
ally directed to themes’ the most gxakei .
The thoughtleqs caressing school-boy was
= no“&the proud philesopher. &
“~ The natural tenderness of their natures

though of late repressed, soon;: howex;eng’.}r
unfolded thh new,charms“ bgn' Ihﬂw ;
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Yerno longer did Sephora and Mzra
run tg seek their fraces; no longer in
their presence did they solicit leave to
Join their rambles: the affection of these
maidens,f once so eager for display, now
sought how best it could sonceal itself.-

Our youthshad been sometime athome,
when one day they overtook Sephora
‘and Maxa, who nad fought asohtary path,

Asat Ienoth ‘became seated next them
on the turl:— Ah;” said Elnathan, “ you
no Ionger love us; foxmerlv\} ou did not
chome to walk aione, if we were fo be
found——-hev dxﬁ'erem from us‘ years and
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fove: ycur parents “have not fsuffered ) ou
to drink so deep at the fountain of know-
}edve, their views for you are too extend-
ed, to suffer that two humble shepher—

: :des'ses should share your hearts.”

© « You are mistaken, Mar'x 1ephed

vj‘_Elnathan, “ our parents are too wise and

~too oood to siffer our intercourse daxly

1o ;nm'ease, if they ‘had reso,ved tofrown

upbn ‘our future Toves.” 1 7

“ Yer, methinks,” said Sephora, © that

Mara is TlrrhT and that ﬂ\y parents would

rather 111y love was placed on nob]er

it 0 ‘bler ob_]ects rejomed

ned vouth < could they
vaits not upon nches——beau- j

wor@ﬁ? amf they are not wnoram;:‘-
A v 5t



ELNA!IHAN-_ gipe-

shat it of(ener dwells in the cottace than
the palace. - : ~
‘¢ Lest; ‘however, they s‘\culd mlstake

- the loxe that mmcrles with.our bemg, as

only a bowah fmq, we witd, refr. in fro
communicating I till our. Lravels shaH be

completed -’lhcn, become Vet more wor- *
lhy ofthy aflection, we wa throw o:u:g

selvesat the feet of qu parents, who, yer
garding our constancy as the presage ¢ ot
futurs felicity, will join our hands with -
those of the objects of our choxce, nor, *
envy-for us the deslm) of kings: - Al

e r\qnne then at. presenus Ihat—you,hw;ll .
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joyl;—th_ese words, “ you love nie, then,
you will always love me 2”—“ Yes, ever,
evermore!™ were all they could recipro-
caxlv utter, until the approach of Abes-
“ salom and \Toema changed the scene.

: : How swift ﬂy the days the months, for
Tovers who taste the sweets of courtship !
3 Thiity days had elapsed since our young
people bad first exchanged vows of mu-
 tualtenderness, and theyappeared to them
butasone: ~Strong as was thé gradtude
of Elnathan and Zabdi towards the good
E’znel to whom they were commissicned
to de_h\\ er th@ﬂﬁ'ectxonate remembrances

y‘e&mo,re s':d armred fer the
'«.T’fbt:y were to depart’ for

v e : Greece,
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~ Greece. As mdy be supposed, a thou-.'
sand times were their yows repeated, “and
a thousand times were their tender adiens:
re-echoed by Sephora and. Mara. For
‘the first time; Elnathan and Zabdi were
conscious that there existed “on erthiob=
_jects from whom it was more cruel to
part than from their. mother Noéma.
AhL! but too mortifying for parents is
the inevitablesmoments when they per-
ceive disputed {though innocenﬂyf) their
accustomed - place in the affections of
“théirchildrent . Vi
Abessalom accompamed hxs sons fo
Damascus, and thence emba rked - with
them for Athens: but twenty-eight days
elapsed before he ‘reached th&@esﬁﬁe'
port. To a dead calm succqeded a
lent tempest as the vesse] appea ed
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Abessalom, it is true, overheard them
mingle the names of Sephora and Mara
in their prayers; but this he forbore
to notice, cnd continued, in the midst of
danger, to shew a countenance still more
tranqui! than-his sons: =
oAt lenvth happily arrived at Athens,
our travellers presented themselves be-
fore the archon Megacles, who having
perused  their re(;ommendgtion, bestow-
ed on them the most flattering attentions.
Abessalom communicated to him what.
~ had been the course of education hither-
to received by his sons, and intreated his
advice asto that they were destined to
receive at Athens, , '

< The plans,” said Megacles, « of the
Egyptian priests towards forming the
- minds ofjoutb certainly tend to all that
: ) .(and heroic;_yet metbmks you
e wise in bringing your sens to ac-
: 'qmre somewhat of our polish; since vir-
: ;tme becomes more attxacnve, assisted by
: ,._I‘he gtgceg. AIf you glve me leave, T will -

Y place




0

ELNATHAN, Ly

- place your gons under the vuidaﬁcénf A
Callophxlus “the friend ‘of Solon., He
is a Wlse man, rather it is true, attached‘:
tc novel systems; he will, hOWever, di-
rect the minds of his puplls to- the con-
templation of the noblest sorks af O“emus' s
and art.  He hasno children; and he per-
mite his wife, Aristea, who possesses rare
accomplishments, constar tly to assemble
at her house the most celebmted phﬂo-
sophers, poets, and orators of the'day:
thus no advantage: will be missing, that
can render pro..table the visit of )our
sons to Athens.”
Abessalom thanked Megacles, and re-
quested he would lead him to the house'
of Callophilus and Aristea.  These re-
spectable persons lmmed]ately a(tended.'

to the request of their chief magi
-and seemed happy to’ admlt lmdel‘ flm
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haads of Aristea a purse of gold "to de-
fray *he additional expence she would
now be subject to— Ah!” said she, “ we
Athenians are but ill versed in econom™;
yet surely here is' more money than will
suffice.” -
~ Abessalcm replied;, © it was better to
be prdvided against every Apossible 5on-
“tingency,” and requested Aristea to. re-
tain all the contents of the purse. Abes-
salom remained at Athens, fo take a cur-
_ sory view of its works of ari; tsen em-
 bracing his sons once more, and taking
- a respectful leave of their preéeptors
- and of ‘the archon, re-embarked for
- Asia, and safely rejoined No&ma, after
_an absence of seven weeks from hom~,
—The ambition to become more wor-
‘Se hm'a and VIara, daily animated
s of Ernathan and Zabdi—
Callophilus led hispupils t& the study of
the Greek language, inall its pu‘szty s e
passed inreview before them, the various
stetos of phllosophj with which Greece
2 abouhded
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abounded, and encouraged them to dis-
tinguish what was most admirable in ea::h -
They frequented with him the schoel of
Solom, followed him to the Areopagus,
and the theatres. RBeneath the eye of
Aristea, they studied eloquence a1d- the
finearts, in every branch. * The improve-
ment of Elnathan and Zabdi was rapid.
Solon wasused to wonder at the depth and
originality of ‘heir observations. They-
soon became the pride of their tutors.—
It was-even so when a horde of barbarians
from the Thracian frontier invaded the
coast of Achaia. . Megacles, charged to
repulse them, toek with b'im'E]nathan
and Zabdi, whose valour and:ihggnqity_
. beneath the mili*ary  garb, perfdl‘nﬁé'd 7
such wonders, and was so succ}:esfnl that %
on their feturn to Athens‘, i
the thanks of thé‘achon,
the repub‘llc R IR : :
Three monzths prevwﬂs*’ta the time
- they were déstned: fo. quit Aﬁxelﬁ El-
; .nmhm wrote to Abessaipm »@mgpﬂg
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him to hasten and witness his and Zabdi’s
efforts ‘to obtain a prize at the Delphic
games. This anxious father, desirous to
animate by his presence the exertions of
his sons, arrived at Athens some days be-
fore lb,étijne that had been prescribed- to
him. On all sides, he heard resounded
the praises of his sons 3 still did he coun-
sei them to reflect well upon the hazqrd
of displaying the:r talents in public. - He
represented to them, that should they be
wawquis‘xed at Delphi, the repatation
they had acqmred would be completely
: jt:nm.,hed, and on the other hand, to be
- successfui, would excite the jealousy of
s th.e Greeks, who would,not bear patient=
- ]y to find themselves surpassed by fo-
reigners, whom _they were in the habit
of desplsmo in general, - Buttheardour
of the young heroes was: not to be damp=
-ed by the prudent crguments of Abessa-
- Jom; their dearest hopes were engaged
~on the present occasiotr, and they even
¥ prepared for the contest, L
SE Cb ke ey
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We shall forbear tn describe the mag-
nificence which the finest productions of
art and of nature spread over the scene
‘where was represented the Delphicgames;
what the presence of the first magistrates
of Greece, and a number iminiteg)f’spec-
tators, lent to it of majesty ; what the
splendour of religious ceremonies, _gies-,
tined to precede and close the games,
shed cyer it of sublxmc . what was added
to it, by the charms of music—music va-
riousin its kinds; wrifers of every na-
tion have done justice to this wonderful
'pic'.tm'e. We shall then no farther no--
tice itsthan'a e!mng to- our Chaldean ;
youths. +2 ‘
Three days had the oames contmu«ed :
and Elnathan and Zabdi bad borne a¥ g
tHe prize from many a younvr athletic,

nouler contest “.,s yet to
supreme ‘judg=s entitled tode de on the
superiority of“genius, wer already as-
sembled within thﬂ temple of Apollo, to
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adjudge the prize for eloquence and
poetrv' : %
I\umerous candidates—some ~in the
morn'of li%, some grown grey in lite-
Tary pursuit, successively appeared, and
in a tremulous voice rehearsed aloud
‘their different performances. At length
silence reigned, and each brow'waited to '
receive the 'pﬂm of victory, when Elna-
* than and Zabdi st»pped forward, and de-
dannc that Chaldea;, not Greece, gave
_ them birth, asked permission to prosent;
- each,. his cdmpoéition; The Tiberty was
‘""granted and every-eye was furned on
‘ ﬁxem.‘ Zabdr, in a voice clear and har-
:,,nldus, delivered an oration, shewing
ie rﬁtlmate connexien  between filia!
~ and patrmnc love Elnathan, in tones
fdeEp ‘and swellm , chanted a lyric ode,
- upon the agieement c’f’the heavens and
" the earth to render mortals hap;»y
.\ sﬂence of some moments was the
ﬁrstxeﬁ‘e'ct produced upon the assemb]y, »
on- h::nmur Ixstened to those wonderful
PR r youths 3

=
¥
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youtﬁs:;!ﬁut soon répeated thunders }bf
applause hastened the decision® of the
Delphian judocé who'decl&{ed that the
~prize of poetry and eloquenre belonced
on]y to Elnathan znd Zabd:. £ :
The ivy wreath unmedlateTy decorated -
therr brows ; besides which, it was de-
czeed by the literary tribunal, that two
medals, bearing this j}]scﬁpuon, Greece,
to true merit, should be struck off, in the
name of the whole republlc, and sent to
these victorious youths, even affter they
reached then' native fand. i !
With tranquil but satisfied 3spects EL"
nathan and Zabdi humbly bend before_ ‘
their judges, and express, in sgmple terms,‘.
_their gratitude. ~With rapid steps t’_"y

then hasten and pour forth their thanks_ =

ta Solon, Calloph:lus;“and Arlstea‘, as
the promoters of their pr%sent glory,v
Abessalom too——they clasp his knees—but
unable to support his emotlons, he leans
for support against a plllar of the temple
. The impatience of him and#;,ls sons to
RN e R 8 retum
BV

o
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return home may be easily -concecived.
Having acquitted their several cuties in
Athens, th3y took advantage of -the first
vessel bound for Sidon; and wafted by
prospe-ous gales,soon reached the desired
port, from whence they proceeded to
throw themselves into the arms of Noéma,

With the sincerest affection did they
embrace her ; bu:, as may be well ima-
gined, their trophies were reserved to be
laid at the feet of Sephoraand Mar-.

=  Love, glory, what charms dest thou
reﬂect upon each other! dlsumted thou

‘art no lunger the same! With what

:prlde and confidence did Elnathan and

~ Zabdi expect the ‘moment ‘when they

- should agamn exchange vows with their
fmlstresses' it soon arrived, and brought
> m{h it all its an?rcnpafed rapture.

- - The present season was nearly the hap-
piest in the life of Elnathan and Zabdi,
who 1,eally_n0w were all that the fondest
parentscould desire. Their exterior was

- manly auﬂ-glacefu] thelr manners easy
- and
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and playfdl, their natures ingenuous and
affectionate, and  their * undersiandings
strong and improved by the,;;ric'kiest lore
~that the world eould then boast.

With what pleasure they visited Zam-
bri, and next proceeded to szﬂute the
worthy Ezriel, and invoke, ‘under his im-
mediate auspices, the favour of the Al-
mighty, whose worshjp thiey had preser-
ved pure and unadulterated, even in the
“bosom of idolatry. :

Nor did they neglect to repair to Sa-
~ron, to offer acknowledgments to their

former preceptors,andrenew their friend-
ship with Naaman and Saaph. The good
Osa was - grown nearly blind, and her
_ sons suffered no small inquietude, at the
possible burthen which they and theu‘_
mother might be on their charitable go-
vernors, - They Qhared their uneasmcss 5
with Elnathan and Zabdi, even in the

B presence of Abessalom and Zambrr, who

had ‘accompanied their sons to Saron.

¢ We will soon remedy thls-‘, said. Zam.
o 3 PR 3‘

16 : bn =
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<
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© bri; “thelittle farm that oncsbelonged
to Segor and her mother, and whieh, on
the death of the latter, reverted tc me,
now remains vacant. Let Naaman and
Saaph, therefore, occupy it, gnided by
Abessabm their industry willsforce it
to yield, not only enough for them and
Osa to live comfortably on, but an ove--
plos in favour of Zabdi.” i Py
How much was this generous pro;ect
applaunded ! 1mmedlately it was impart-
ed to the superior of the college, who be-
"_trayed much reluctance _to part with his
Scythmn pupils. He could not coun-
; fEractfor them, however, the advantaoes
of mdep ndance, and the project was
ot erefoxe universally ag.eed to.

~ Elnathan and Zabdi now contended
| ’fwhxch shou]d cedp their place in the car
: of Abessalom ty theveherable Osa; which
: should Iead her to Noema, to whom she
“was impatient to  express her thanks, for
the tender care once taken of Naaman
Aand Saaph. e

';'v In

(\‘;‘ ;
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In-a shml time the three ammble*wan-
derers were established within their little
domain; where their mdvskrv procured
“‘them freedom and competence

The happiness cf the little colony over
which Abessalom and Noéma presided,
became somewhat clouded by the death
of the fathers” of Cheereas and Susanna.
Victims to an ep‘demlc complaint that -
visited their neighbourhood, these vene-
rable and respected beings expired in
the arms of their children, who were in- -
consolable for their loss. Y

According to expectation,” Abessalqm

recewed he medals fabrlcated in the %

name of the Grecian repubhc for

-sons.  He delivered them to Elnathd':' :
and Zabdi, ‘who immediately preSented

- them to Noema Gratified as she was by
these presents, sf]e thought it but right
that Zambm should share in them, the
medal, thexefore of Zabdx was reserved
for him. :

01«1‘ youths had now bec" at home :

,
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sbmé weeks, ‘when Abessalowa warned
them that they must shoxtlv set out for
Babylon: .
“ My sons,” said he, “youni improve-
ment and :?nccesses_h‘ave hitherto been
the glory of your father, and your mo-
ther’s jov. Anewera now opens belore
you;'wheﬁ your wisdom and virtue will
be severely tried. _ Yes, without pilot or
rudder, but such as VOUr oWn resources
- can supply, will you soon be launched
idjn";& &éi’;‘ngemus and troubled ecean—God
'gfaﬁt ydu'weathér thestorm ! - Beware of
sensual pleasures, and the vanity of shi-
‘ning above. others. The first will ren-
~der you cowardly and enervated ; the last,
make you contemptuous in your demea--
- nor, rash in your actions, and prodigat
to the prejudice of the mdlgent I send
you to Babylon, the contre of grandeur
~and corruption, unattended. that youmay.
‘shew, by walking with a fi'mstep on the
: bnnk oftemptat;on, that you possess true
enewy ofsoul, The mun who hasnever
resisted
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resisted cannot be termed virtuous. I
have aiso.in view, that you should b) 7
every mieans, render yourseives” capable
of serving your country, which, alas! de-
“elines daily in prosperity. Its capital is
where you will best be able to learn its
se,véral political relations; and where you
can best study the means of preventing
its downfall, Ineed scalceiy recommend
to you, as the chief means of safety in
- youw- ' dangerous passage, to lift your
hearts, at morn, at noon, at eve, towards
the Gueat Disposer of all things; place
in him your whole trust, and he will not
forsake thee. My fortune is at ybiir dis-
posal; draw from it whatever sums you
may require; on yeur, prudence- I en-
tirely rely. And now, my sons, thinkof
taking leave of vour ﬁ'lends - Your mo-
ther and T will auompan) you on your
Journey as far as the residence of our
good friend Somer, who is very desirous
to behold us ere he qmts th1s~hfe, you -

LB Rl B e wﬂE:
¥ J = ) <
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will-thence proceed alone, waile we re-
furn o our native home ; hastzn—the
day after to-mdrro_w shall we all depart.”

Elnathan and Zabdi, with aching hearts, ;
seek Sepho a and Mara, who were gene-
rally to be found in each other’s society,
<< Ah!” sajd Mara, when she heard the
dreadful fiat, ‘“ you are going then in-
to the midst of arandeur and of pleasmes
which will soon make VOU remember with
c_ontempt‘ our humble dwellings, and all
our innocent enjoyments.” - Elnathan
: cast on her a re prcacnful IooI\, nearly‘
one of md'vnanon .
s NO' said he, © we are not s0 »oh-
tlle as. you imagine; nor can our tastes
:be thus easﬂv vmated o

55 Thﬁ wonders of art,. the reﬁnemems
f Iux cjormed Z di, < will only
aﬂ"ord a co,s 7mst by whxch your artless *
.,fg;aces w;ll assume a brxohrer co]ommg
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no longer talk tranquilly of the time
when indeed he should cease to behold
Sephora, . i
When - Abessalom and NcEma, thh 3
their sons, reached the' palate of Somer,
which happened on the eveniig af 1helr_ .
- departure from home, they found his fa=
vagrites and attendants, by whom he was
adored, busx‘y employed to- refard, by*
every possible means, er mcment ofb‘ﬁ
dissolation. i :
- Atzssalom and Nogma hastened beside
~ his couch. « Ah! thank Hea‘veh,"-sa"idﬁéﬁl"
in accents that betrayed he had 'n'dt"laﬁgp";
tolive, * your approach is the token for
me of future felicity ; and Elnathan, and. -
Zabdi the'child of your adopnon, where
are they?? 3 S e e
“Here,” said | Abessalorm, "& -come 0
seek your commands andu :
ere they proceed 10 Babylon
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mer, ““ since Lsee you, and press your
hands; I much feared that you would
not arrive in- time. In meditating on
your Jirtres and bright exmaple, my
declining years have been soothed. - Some
token of - ny gratitude to iyou; Abessa-
’-Ioin,” said Somer, delivering to him a let- -
i LR contained within “this packet,
'whtch Elpathan is destined to carry to
‘my oranddaucratu Cyprus, the reign-
ing queen of Babylon. Since Nebuchad-
-mezzar-was four vears ago struck by the
‘hand of God, and doomed for his pre-
“'sumption'to share the nature of the brute
;1 't:reatron; he fas singly filled Ris throne,
- Her power: being unlimited, 1 have re-
»:commended thy ‘son to her, and com-
! ‘manded that <he might lose no occasionr
| dsemngz}nm., I doubt not her atten-
~ tions will e&!em’f’ to Zabdi, and that she
L wi Aﬁﬂthfaﬂy Tollow : Oy instructions.”—
e words of Somer faltered—he press-
' :"_.closer the hand -of Abessalom.

o o SRR menta
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the veil that clouded my reason is fallen,

1 am -wholly thine—receive nre, 1 be-
seech thee” = Somer, as herutte;edjhese'

words, expired.

Grief resounded afar for:l e toss of thvs
august: personage. Abess"dom, Noema,
and their sons, siied tears to his memory;
their affliction, howev er, was softened by
the firm- hope thai dthe Almighty had
caught his:parting ‘breath, and that his
soul, reposed in Heaven. They assisted

“in rendering him funeral honotirs; these

performed, Abessalom -and Nogma re-

turned honie, while Elnatbai.and Zabdi, -
sensibly affected by such sucgessive *part-'

1n~s took the road to Babylon, ‘where

< thev arrived in the ev ening of tbe fourth

day from quitting their parents.
~ The nextmor u.ng, Elnadmn, hablted :

‘mourning, preser‘ted himself bexare ti'e

'wxll

queén, and delivered to her th 3
o{' Somex, whaose death Qhe was:

ready

)
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* andtears, Sous. nf the wise Abessa-
lom,” said she; at length; ¢ ycurabode,
while at Bab} lon, can only be in our pa-
lace ; this ic the Jeast that can be accord-
~ed iq the ofiSpring of him who was once
so forward t ) crush rebellion.~ I will, be-
 sides, givé orders that you shall have free
_ admlssxon tomy presence; whenever yon
ma qequ;tg it: Pnnce,” added she, turn-

‘ ing to Evilmeroda., the presumptive | heir
‘to. the throne of Babvlon, - allow me
to- place these young men under Jour
sspecial pxotecnon “their father once de-
| lzsete& ;ﬂy ancesfer, Sovner, from the

= ;md he has ever- supported the

o

dfw ehuchadn ezzar.”

 serve our eountry, whether ;

ﬁ War or peace.”-
will, takewe then,” retumed va]— :
' < meredac,




B‘L‘Tﬁ'}‘HAN." B OE
&f\emdac i o recommem} vou to tfi’e no-
tice of cur’ general'in ch!ef,-and”alseto :
(h’lt of our prime- ministers” . :
The prince fuliilled his- pmm:Seh Elna-
than and Zabdi were particularly distin-
guished by both those pertsnages, who'_
perceiving that” their talents -were of a
brilliant order; soon initiated -them into
affairs of state, both: civil and military.—
They were_shortly ¢ven entrusted wxfh
certain posts, which they: did honourto,
whother by their sagacity or valour.— i
They gamed universal favour in Bﬂbylon" ;
for while their superiority was.allowed,
all bore testimony to their aw

conciliatihg demeanor. ; f~

theu' vxew, in t‘xe pl '_
Gf love; ﬂmm wh‘
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“into ridicule, and alluring vices applaud-

ed. Anantidote certainly offered, in the

wise and affectionate counsels they occa-
sionally reccived from their father and
Noéma; as also m the pure-and sacred
attachment = hey felt towards Sephora
and-Mara.

But though Elnathan and Zabdi reap-,
~ ed the full benefit of a wise education,

and correct hébits, their characteristic
-blemishes were yet visible.  Elnathan be-
trayed the hanghtiness of hissoul, witha
taste for splendour and magnificence ;
~ while the dispoesition of Zabdi shewed a
nature too flexible.  These peculiarities,
»mided o their captivating exterior, sub-
Jectei them to the designs of women
very unworthy of them.

: cornimaed to ellmt the matltude

ok Einathan )Ci‘&l till ske began tio con= '

- sider hersaif the person cbliged: Though
_ the vanity of the youth whas naturally

The lavish bounties andisndntions of

*

flattered bydhe distinguished favours of a

o5 E g - prmcess,

i
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princess, young and beautiful, he was far

from imagming they were dictated by

any -other ‘motive than cempliafice o
. the last wishes of héq honoused grand-

sire. W

Zabdi appeared less at coujt, andre-

signed himself to the pleasure of fre=

que'nﬁnw the Bé\‘)y]onia'n théatre,
presented a scene of allurement ft

senses, scarcely to be resisted. Tt

lebrated actress Rahab, particularl

terested-him by the variety and fas

tion of her talents. Shehécame acqu

ed with his admiration of her; and

ing in turn captivated with the. grac

his form, she failed not, by accumu

endeavours, to increase the effect .ser
powers had already produced. She wasdié—' 5
 satisfied, however, to be a mere puppet £
~and to excite only expremmmﬁ dmi-
~ ration, were theyev n exaggerat e
‘night, therefore, as Zabdi -quitted
theatre, after having sobbed aloud at
: a‘epvesentatxon of unhappy ]ov ;by Ra-
T S SN D

L
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,i'ectron, was attired like a nymph Who-
conceals her charms only to render them
twofoldin the eyesof herlover. Her apart-
ment was decorated i in the most ruxurx—
ous taste. Curtains of rose-coloured silk
: admlrtedadoubtfullwht whilé’ the’fresh--
“est flowers scattered around, breathe
a déeljcious perfume. =

‘Rahab led her guest gowardsa downy
sofa—< You love me, then,” said she,
- and who would not love you? ? Ah'
I do nat'like generalities.” e

e fndeed I offer you no commo""' an-
cense.’ - ; e
e Charrmrx<r Zabdi, we hre n
theatre. ‘Alas! T fear.you are
Ieve” & 5 T
[ T*There are two sorts oﬂo\'e
Zabd1  the first remiexsuswh

and actions; ard thls love 15 row:

Hymen “The next renders us se
w e S < g
vox, e M ; "beamv

0 3 ke o
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beauty in every form, and in generalis
styled admiration ; it would ve quite de-
strbyed, if we should offer it any sacrifice,
to the pr:judicé of the sentiment I first
described.” .

 Have_you ever Telt this first sort of
Tlove?” g -

“ Yes, I have it no longer to bestow;
but the second kind, charming Rahab
is yours.”

What a novice ! thoucrht the enchan-
tress, and in Babylon too! however, she
forgot not her part, but leaning her head
on the shoulder of Zabdi, sighed and
wept altunately " The youth was melted,
was terrified, and arose quickly to de-
part—* We shall meet again !” said he.
=« This day let it be,” replied Rahal,;
~ “ 3 brilliant procession _ of youths and
.gmé‘ as no doubt you are mformed
: are to proceed towards the ancient pa-
lace of Semiramis, and chant hymns'in
honour of her memory. All our cele-

. e brated
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brated beauties will attend in cars; dezo-
rated with emblemsof glory and pleasure;
you must then follow my car; refuse me
rot.” Zabdi hastily promised comph-
ance, and departed,

Hadhe poqsesseutrue{'rmness he'would -
‘now have bid a last farewell to Rahab;, ;
butsuch wasnot the case; and Zabdi was
seen mounted on asteedaichly caparisdhj
ed, attending +the car of Rahab, which
appeared amidst numerous others, guided
by themost beautiful of the Babslom"n_
fair.

While Rahab Olorled n bemv thus es-
corted by one of the handsomest )ouths
of the court, she excited the. Jealousy e
of Azaph, the cour‘ezan, who, medltatmcrj
revenge, ceased fo follow ln:eaular P
cession the car of the actress, and 'g"'
the reins to her steceds, droyes hasti
against the horse ofZabdi, that-lts "rxd
was instantly overthrown. Ggperal at-
tention was excited ; Zabdi {vas’unalﬂe to

M2

9@ % -
o, arse;
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-

" arise; he had received asevere wound in
- theleg, and hisarm was dislocated. He
~was, hewever, assisted to mount the car

of Rahab, who conducted him home, and

continued to bestow on him'all the at-

“tentiens Ler professional duties would

admit of. Wxtb the added eare of Elna-

“than; he pxesent]) recovered ; when anx-

. lous to.express. his gratitude to Rahab, he

nepan‘ed ohe morning at an ezuly hour
- to herapartments. . :

: 'ﬁ*ﬁm how great was his surpnse to ﬁnd

 there a young Babylonian of renowned

»mﬂxgacv, who, as.also Rahab, were yet

~ wintheir n.orning undress ! Upan hearing

7 &bdsa cexpressions of gratitude, the gen-

.':.Msa ‘bowed, and retired to an inner

“Indeeib‘” smd Zabd) M\vamty and
) e § : de]lGﬁBY :
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dehcacy at once shocked at such gross
evidence” of the hypocrisy and . depra-
vity ofhis charming actress. “ Nor could
I either then be entitled to your con-
stancy 2

¢ Ob, that is a different case,” said Ra-
hab, attemptingo take his hand.

«« Your kindness to me, and the supe-
rxomy of your talents,” replied Zabdi,
< yet claimsome portMn of my esteem—
Tarewell, I go to seek my dear Elnathan.”

Alas! how was Elnathan then employ-
ed! He bhad entered a house of public
entertainment, or what might be styled a
coffee-room, and had remained - there’
some moments, when he heard the name
of Cyprus mtroduced amongst some

_strangers near at hand : one of them, in
particular, lavished on her keen invee-
. tive, loudly: condemned her pfofusmn,‘
and -even taxed the pmd‘eacebﬁ Neba-
chadnezzar, for having married aperspn'

who 'was not cf royal descent.
8 - dmeer s : hJnatham,

Bl
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Elnatban, who at first re,presséd his an-
ger, ‘but who could no longer bear to.
hear his-benefactress thus abused, ceplied
with warmtl, © that.as virtue and beauty
rendered«all women equal, so sedition
and melice. place  upon a footing men

~ who take pleasure in teaducing thcu so-
_vereign.” 5
) Ita,pgears to me, young man,” said
tbe detractor of the queen, “thatyou
: nnght‘hc less insolent in dehvenn g your
I never was inselent,” retm'ted El-
*"*maﬂaan, 4 but I know how to pumsh
“these who dare to be'so.” ,
K We‘wxll even try,” said the strangei,

? cle cox“bat and: bls adxer—
fgawy:izspmned to be a skilful fencer.—
e The son of ﬁ:hessa]gm loagparried with
‘ & TR e e amazmg
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amazing dexterity the thrusts of his adyer- :
sary,; but it the moment whea he had near-
ly pierced him to the beart, he (Elnathan
_recerved-a wound in the arm,. which end-
ed the combat. -Our herosunk into the
- arms of Zabdi, who, much afflictsd, had
-him immediately’ carried to the palace,
shere he resided. - The queen was quick~
‘ly informed of the disaster, and’ of the
_circumstances that occasionedit. - As may
-be supposed, her interest/in E%nafﬁanwas
ende~red many fold; nor did she leave
“untried whatever could accelerate hisre-
covery. Thisat length took place, wha&‘ ;
he hastened topount forth his.cndless gra=
titude to Cyprus.
_:But reciprocal grantude beﬁv 0.
_persons, young, and of a different se: %ﬁi—
- sensibly ripens into a tenderer senttﬂxﬁﬁ#
-3t +is true, - Elnathan ~ stxi d
against this change of feelin 3 Yf b
nually recalhmr to his mind the artless
- graces of Memy, her mo-~
S =Tl i : destv,' o

.i- 3
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_ desty, forming such a contrast to the me-
retricious charms to one met in Babylon.
Yet the most wary have much to dread
from unguarded moments. Chtans
Elnathan was now quite reinstated m
healtn when Evilmerodac gaye orders for
a chace, of which the tadies of the court
were invited to be spectators. Each was
to choose to conduct her car, a cavalier
in Whos'e dextersty she conld confide. 2
Elnatﬁan had been a competitor in-the
' iot races- at Delphi; he was, there-
: ;,"‘chesen without hesitation to guide
~the car of the queen.  But, whether from
Vﬁg@ﬁ'&qt ‘of chance or design, he pre-
- sently found himself with his royal mis-
‘ é’i’ea‘t distance from the rest ‘of
ourt, and even from the hunters.
“‘Ah”’ said the -queen, “we have gone
> stray, but smce i }S even so, let s
- alight, and repose awhile from our fa-
igue beneath yon shady beech.”
~ Elnathan drew--in- ~the reins, and as-
B snsiedv

‘p-. .
C
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t:sted the queen te» descend. from. her )
car. : R i
£ E}nathan,’.’ sald she, as they were
scated oa the turf, and ﬁx,h.g on him a
laok of inexpressible teridex‘ﬁess, SEmy -
heart has long been: thing; nor can I
_think that your'shas remained msensxble :
~toits palpitations, . Let us then ng_l_pp- :
ger waste the precious Vr“npme‘iv\_;;s,gf youth,
‘but fly to some spot where unrestraincd
‘we may enjoy our mutua] tendern
y(m are celebrated in Bgypt, in Gre,gcea" 4
¥ we may ﬁnd a xnfuge in extherqf those
-countries.’ : L R s SRk
<~ Elaathan feltdief'u]lfo;cwlhe.” B Fel et
~ bestowed on him by the queen ; his b '
i p;ressed hers_-he was near
= -when the sound of Eoypt,, fC
ca]led }us scattered sense& :
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~pearcd in view—* Madam,” said he, ctern- -

ly,  the court are alarmed at your ab-
sence—-they can have no idea that you

- amuse youwelf thus tranquilly.” The/'

queen in evident confusion arose. “You
. will suffer nie,” said ‘the prince, * to con-
- duvéf"'vou home, to silence any unworthy
: fsnsp!cwns your aberisce might give ris-

The queen ('e1red to dlsobey——she










