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"PREF ACE

OF THE

TRANSLATOR,

READER,

N the work laid before you, you are
not to expect the beauties of imagina-
tion; truth alone is the object of this
réfearch. Hiftory has always been con-
fidered as the {chool in which the ftatef-
man is to learn the art of government ;
the citizen to read with awe of thofe
~ difaftrous days of bloodfhed and rapine,
exprefled by the term Revo/ution. This
work will lay open the moft terrible, and
perhaps the moft aftonifthing concatena-
tion of intrigue, that has ever entered
the mind of man, to bring about the
dreadful revolution, with which all Eu-

rope has been convulfed.
: a2 ‘ The



TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.
* The Firft’ Part will contain, Thar ANTI-

“errTsTIAN CONSPIRACY; o that of the Sophifters of
- Tmpioty againft the God of Chriftianity, and againft
2 every religion and every altar, whether Proteftant
- or Catholic, Lutheran or Calvinift, provided it be
- but'Chriftian.

The Second Part will fhow, THE ANTI-MO-

:: narcircar Conspiracy, or that of the Sopbz/iem
of Impicty, coalefcmc Wlth thofe of Rebellion agamfc
“ all kings.

“The Third Part will demonftrate TuE ANTI-

: ‘SOCIAL ConspirRACy, or that of the Sophifiers of
i Impm‘y coalefcing ' with ‘thofe of Anarchy againft
- every religion, againft every government, without
~leven excepting the republican, againft all civil fo-
. ciety and all property whatever.

- The firft of thefe confpiracies was that of thofc
men called Philofophers. - The fecond that of the

Philofophers united with the Occult Lodges of

the Freemafons *, The third was that of the Phi-

lofophers and the Occult-Mafons coalefced w1th
_the Illummes, who gencratcd the Jacobms.

* We (ay OCCULT LODG £s, as the Freemafons in ge-
neral were far from bemg acquainted with the confpiracies of

the Oceult deoes, and indeed many were not people to be

tampercd with. It'might be objected, that all lodges were
occult : ‘with regard to' the public they were {05 but befides

the.common lodges, there exifted others which were hidden
~_from the generality of the Freemafons.~ It is thofe which
s thc apthor ﬁyles ARRi1ERES LoGEs; and that we have tranf-

lated by OCCULT Loncns.
i



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

It is with confidence that we prefent the
firft volume to the public, after the ap-
probation which one of the moft diftin-
guifhed authors of the age, both for his
political knowledge, and the noble ardor
he has thown in his writings to fubdue -
the growing cvil, was pleafed to exprefs,
when he read the firft volume of the
French original. He was flattering
enough to fay, in writing to the author,
« The whole of the wonderful narrative
« js fupported by documents and proofs,
« with the moft juridical regularity and

&« exa&@nefs. The reflexions andreafon- -
“ ings are interfperfed - with infinite
« judgment, and in their moft proper

¢ places, for leading the fentiments of
« the reader and preventing the force of
tc plaufible objections. The tendency
« of the whole is admirable in every
« point of view, political, religious and

« philofophical.”

' After fuch a decided opinion on the
French original, the tranflator cannot

' but think it @ duty be bas fulfilled in lay-

: ‘,;ing fuch a work open to thofe of “his
 countrymcn, who may not be fufficiently
: ' verfed



TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE,

verfed in the French language; and if
in {o critical a moment, he can, by this
means, ferve his country, he is willing to
take upon himfelf all thofe inaccuracies
of ftyle, which are'too frequent in tranf=
Iations, efpecially when done in hafte.

. That the reader may be inftructed in
thefe dreadful plots, and be acquainted

withthe whole and nothing but the truth,
is the ﬁncere wifh of the !

_TRANSLATOR. :

1t would be nfelels tovdds thar in =il

quotations the moft literal exactnefs has
been obferved.

2 CON"
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

Artéan early period of the French Revolution;
there appeared a fe& calling itfelf Jacobin, and
teaching that all men were equal and free! In the
name of their equality and diforganizing liberty,
they trampled under foot the altar and the throne ;
they ftimulated all nations to rebellion, and aimed
at plunging them ulnmately into the hotrors of
anarchy.

At its firft appearance, this fe& counted
300,000 adepts ; and it was fupported by two mil-
lions of men, f{cattered through France, armed
with torches and p\kes, and all the fire- brands of
revolution.
~ It was under the aufpices of this fe&, by their
intrigues, their influence, and their impulfe, that
- France beheld itfelf a prey to every crime; that
its foil was ftained with the blood of its pontiffs
and priefls, of its rich men and nobles ; with the
blood of every clafs of its citizens, without regard
to rank, age or fex! Thele were the ‘men who,

Vou. I. : b ! after



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE,

w after having made the unfortunate: Lewis X VI his
Queen and - Sifter,. drinkto. the, yery dregs the
cup of outrage and i ignominy during, a long con-
fnement, folemnly murdered them on a feaffold,
proudly menacing the fovereigns of the earth with
a fimilar fate ! Thefe are the men who have made
the French Revolution a fcourge to all Europe,
a terror. to its Powers, who  vainly combine. to
ftop the progrefs of their revolutionary armies,
more numerous. and deftrutive than the inunda-
tions of the Vandals. ..

_ Whence originated thefe men, who feem to
anfe from the bowels, of the earth, who ftart into
‘em{’rcnce with their plans and their projects, their
tenets and: their thunders, their means and ferocious
refolves ; whence, 1 fay, this deyouring  fe€t?
Whence this fwarm of adepts, thefe fyftems, this
frantic rage againft the altar and the throne, againft
every inflitution, whether civil ‘or religious, fo
much refpeéted by our anceftors ?. Can their pri-
~mogenitare. in the order of the revolution give
them  this tremendous. power, or. were they .not
anterior ? s it not their own work ? where then
was their hiding place ?. Their {chools, their ma-
fters, where thall we find them, and who will dive
into their future projets 2 This French Revolution
ended, will they ceafe to defolatc the earth, to
murder its kmgs, o fanatxcxfc its pcople L

Thcfc



PRELIMINARY DISCOUKRSE. : xi

*Thefe certainly are queftions that cannot be in- Import-
different to nations of their rulers; or to thofe who ;. &
watch for the happinefs ‘and prefervation of fo- Hiftory
ciety ; and thefe are the queftions which I will at-

tempt to anfwer. I will feek their folution in the

very annals of the fe, whence T will thew their

plans and {yftems, their plots and means.  Such,
Reader, will be the obje& of the following Me-
moirs. 7

Had I feen the plots and oaths of ‘the' Jaco-

bins end with the difafters they produced; had

I feen 'the ‘cloud "of our misforturies diffipated
Swith''the “Ftench Revolution; ftill ‘fhould I ftand
‘convinced " ‘'of the importance ‘and ‘neceffity’ of
“difclofing o’ ‘the” world - ‘the' dark ! receffes  from
whence it 'butit into being. i3

When with ‘awe ‘and reverence ‘we read ofto po:

plagues and other féourges that have defolated the e ¢
“arth, " thotigh ‘the danger may be pafied, they are

nat to'be confidered as objets of ‘mere cufiofity.
“In'the hiftory of poifons wefind the' antidotes; in

“the hiffory of monfters we learn the weapons that
deftroyed them.” When former fcourges re-appear,

of' are''to be“apprehended, is it ot our ‘duty to
eXplore the caufes” which firft promoted their de-
“fructive mﬁuence, the means' by which they might

“have been’ oppofed “and the' errors by which they

may again!‘ be produced? The prefent gene-

ratlon is inftrutted by the mlsfortuncs of the

b2 paft;



xii PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

/pa{’c be then the future mPcru&ed by the h1ﬁ0ry

of ours, ;
;;efte}:; - But we have evﬂq yet more prcﬁing to combat:
genera- the prefent creneranon has been deludcd and fuch
HOm delufions muft be done away as may double’ our
nnsfortunes in the inftant when we think ourfelves
E:It}f;m’ moft fccure.' ‘We have feen men obftinately blind
caufe of to the caufes of the French Revolution: we have
i}:fml:vo feen men who w1fhed to perfuade themfelvcs that
thxs confplrmtr and revolunonary fec had no’ex-
1I’cenCP anterior to the revolunon. In their minds -
this long chain of miferies W nch has befallen France,
to the terror of all Europe, was the mere oﬁ'sprmo-
of that concourfc of unforcfem events mfeparablc
ﬁomtme nmes, it is in vain, in their conceptions,
v‘to feek confpnators or confpiracies, vain to fcarch
f01 thc hand that dlre&s the horrid courfe. The
‘man who 1ules to-day knows not the plans of his
px:cdeééﬁ’or, and he that Ihall follow waI, in the1r
lopm'lons, b equa]ly wnorant of thofe of the pre-
fcnt ruler. - >
P1epoﬂeﬁ'ed with fuch falfc xdeas, and a&xng
under fo dang_erous vt prC_]UdICC, thefe fuperﬁc1al
uld w1llmgly make all nations beheve,
: G ench Revolunon could to them be no
: :caufe of alarm ; that It Wasa, volcano 1ap1d1y'vent~
mg xtfelf on the unfortunate country “that gave it ex-
,. cnce, whllﬁ 1ts focus and 1 Its ougm remam unfa-
thomable. Caufes unknown (they will fay) but

peculiar
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pucuhal to your climate ; elements lefs fubject to
ferment ; laws more amlooous to your charaGer ;

the public fortune better balanced ; thefe and fuch-

as thefe are 1ea{ons fufﬁcu—:nt to make you regard-
lefs of the fate of France. But ﬂ]ould fuch, c.las'
be your mapende fate, vain will be your efforts
to avert the threatening blow. The concourfe
and fatality of circumftances  will drag you to-
wards it ; the very ramparts you thall build againft
ig will fall back upon you, and perhaps level the
fpace that now divides you from tle horrld fcene
of anarchy and defolation, :
‘Who could concewc, that fuch was the languageI
have heald fall from the mouths even of thofc whom
the unfmtunate Lewis XVI. had called near his
perfon to ward off the blows pexpetual y aimed at
hml by the revolution ! alanguage better Calculdted
to lull all nations into that fatal fccurLty which por=
tends defiru&lon —1 have now bcfore me the Me-
morlal of an Ex-minifter, confulted ‘on the caufes of
+this infernal revolution, and in particular as to the
chief confpirators, which he fhould have better
Lnown, and on the plan of the confplracy —I hear
thls man anfweun that it would be ufelefs to feek
cither rnen, or any fet of o men, confpiring acami’c
the altar and the throm,, or to fuppofe that any plan
had been f'ramed Unfm tunate monarch | Are
thofe who arc to watch for the fafety of youx per-
fop, for the fafety of yeur people, 1gnoxant of the

b 3 : " names, -

XI1



Xy PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

names, of the very exifténce of your enemies | If
then we' behold both you -and your people falling
victims to their/plots, can we be aftonithed ? :
Truths Strong in the facts, and armed. with the proofs
combat- 2 X .
ing the fhowniinthe following Memoirs, we fhall hold.a
frfterror.‘very different language. - We fhall fthew that with
which it is incumbent on all nations and their chiefs
to be acquainted :/ we fhall demonftrate that, even
toithe moft horrid deeds. perpetrated during the
French Revolution, every thing was forefeen and
refolved .on, was. combined and premeditated :
that they were the offspring of deep-thought vil-
lainy, fince they had been prepared and were pro-
duced by men, who alone held the clue of thofe
plots and confpiracies, lurking in the fecret meet-
~ings where: they had been!: conceived, and ronly
watching the favorable moment of burfting fosth.
“Though the events of each &ay may. not’ appear
“tohave been combined, there neverthelefs exilted
a fecret ‘agent and a fecret caufe, giving rife ‘to
~each event, and turning each: circumftance. to the
- Tong-fought-for end. Though circumftances may
often’have afforded tlie ‘pretence or the occafion,
et the grand caufe of the revolution, its leading
features; its ‘atrocious crimes, will ftill remain one
 continued chain' of 'deep-laid. and premeditated
Witiangib s dhotiz madt banics sk B
Second Inxfeve-aling the obje&, 'and fhowing the extent
:;?;a ‘3’:‘: of thefe plots; I meet a fecond error, -more dan-
- ' gerous
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oerous than’ the firlt: ~There are men ‘who ‘make
no difficulin owning that " the French'Revolu-
tion was premedirated,  but: that/ the -inten-
tion “of the firft' ‘authors was' purey and that
they only fought the happinefs-and regencration of

empires; ‘that if great misfortunes havefifice hap- 1

‘pened; ‘they arofe from the obftacles, thrown lin
‘their - way ; that ‘a great people cannot be rege-
ﬂeraitcd without 'commotion, but:that the tempeft
will fubfide, and a calm fucceed the fwelling bil-
low. ' Then -nations; aftonithed at the fear they
had conceived of ‘the' French' Revolution, and
true “only ‘to its principles, will be happy in imi-
‘tations
"This ertor is the favorite themelof the Jacobin
miffionaries ; it was this that gained them their firlt
~inftruments of rebellion; that cohort of conftitu-
tionalifts, who #ill look on their decrees of the
"Rreuts oF Man as the fummit of legiflative per<
fection, and ftill impatiently wait the fatal day when

« the world fhall impetuoufly move in the {phere of"

(:their political ‘rhapfody.' It was this/that gained
“them that prodigious number ‘of ‘votaries, more
< blind than-wicked, and who might have been
- miftaken for honeft; if virtue could  have com-
“bined with ferocity in fearch of happier days.. It
.was this that gained them thofe men whofe well-

XV

of the re-
volution.

“meant, though‘ftupid ¢redulity, mifled, them to

- behevc in the neceflity of the carnage of the 1oth

b 4. Of’: Bk 3ed



PRELIMINARY DISCOWRSE.S

of . Augnft, and. of the . hotrid- butcheriessof the:
ad of, Septcmber_ Word all:thofe men -who, 1+
in the | urders . of. 3 or;#00;000- fellow-creatures,:
in theJ extermination of millions of  victims by fa~s
mxne, the fword .or the guillotine, feek: confola=: !
tion, in (pxte of this;depopulating -fcourge, 'in-the s
empty hope that this dreadful chain;of horrors may:
be produéhve of _happier days. '
Truths In anfwer to thefe fallacious hopes,: to thefe presl &
combal tended oood intentions, I'will oppofe the realiviews 1
ing the :
feconder- 0f fms rﬁvolutlonary fedt, their stue projels; their i¢
o confpi acics,andtheir means of execution. Lwill how:
theni, for they muft be divulged, the proofs being ¥
acquxred ‘The Erench Revolution has been a true:-
child to its parent, fect; its, crimes have: been lits
filic qty 5, and thofe, black deeds and .atrocious:is
aks, the natural fcquel of the principles and fyftems -
that BRYSE birth. 1. w:ll fhow more; o Far frorn

\oyr_cfwc Jtﬂ'ay of its ﬁxenﬂth wnle the
wh__re um,verfe is its aim., IF elfewhere the fame =

Truecon-
fequences. . .~
of thefc

to. thofc maﬁ'acrc ol V,biofe convulﬁve;d fo:ders, and
tha\:
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thatiinfernalanarchy which rages in Frafice ; 'tis tie
theré vis no ‘other alternarive, “univerfl deftruction
or.extin@ion of the {6~ But let it ‘be remem- "
bered, that to crulh’afeé is not ' to imitate the
fury lofits apoftles; intoxicated with ts fanguinary
rage ‘and propente ‘to enthufiaftic ‘murders’ Tt is -

not:tor maffacre and immolate'its adepts, of Tetort
on them'the thunders they hadthutled,  To crufh
a fect; isto attack it in“its fchools, to reveal its

impofture, and fhow to' the world the abfurdity ;
of its' principles, ‘the atrocity of its means, and 2
above'all the. profound wickednefs of its teachers.
Yes'; firike the ' Jacobin, but fpare the man; the
fec:is'a fett of opinion, and its deftruction will be
doubly complete on the day when it is'deferted by its
difeiples; ‘to return to the true prmc1pl..s of reafon

and: foc1cty

The! feét is monf’crous, but all its difciples ‘are
notmonters. ‘Tts carein hiding its latter projeéts,
the-extreme precaution ‘with which it initiated the

chofen 'of the” elé@, thews how much it feared the.

defertion of ‘the multitude of its difeiples, and its
confeqﬁéﬁtf’d‘éﬂmé’f‘ion,' had the horror of its
myfteries been furmifed. For mypart, I never
doubted, how depraved foever the Jacobins may

have 'been; that the preateft’ part would have

deferteds the fe@ could they have forcfeen whither

and: by what means they were led: " Could the
Frcnch people have  followed: fuch'chiefs, had it
$ELL been

xvii ©



BVili PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.
been poﬁiolc to make rhem conceive “to what
lengths ‘the plans and plots of thﬂ confpxrators
would carty them'1" A
Thae - Were France, like hell, 2 bottomlefs pxt, lmpene-
g“g‘fﬁg[‘gs trable to'every. voice but that of the fiends of the re-
known, volutxon, ftill it 15 not too late to'acquaint otherna-
tions of their danoer They have heard of the crimes
gl and mxsfortunes of that' revolution, let them learn
Al e the ot that' awaits them fhould Jacobinifm prevail;
Homs 3 et “them ‘learn that “they are’ not lefs. within' the
‘grand revolutionary circle than France 1felf; thit
all thofe crimes, the anarchy and’ bloody' feenes
which have followed the’ diffoltiion of the French
cmplrc,‘ ‘equally await all other nations; Iet ‘them
{earn that their altars and ‘their ‘thrones, their pon-
tiffs and their kings, are doomed to'the fame fate
with thofe of France': all are comprehendcd thhm
the grand confpiracy. :
interet ' When' a phantom of peace fhall feem to termi-
:f;ﬂl 80+ nate’the prefent war between the Jacobins and the
ments. combmed powcrs, it certainly will be the mtercft of
Lo gl crovemments to'afcertain how far fucha jpeace can
“be'relied on. At thatpenod more than at any other,
“WAll'dE be’ neceft fary to' ftudy the fecret “hiftory of
“thiat fe&, ‘which fends its legions' rather to fhiver-
“the' fteptre than to' ﬁght the powcr, which has not
- promifed to its -adepts ‘the crowns of" prinees,
“Lings dnd emperors, but has required of and botind
thoﬁf Adepts by the oath of de{hoymg them all:

at
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at that period we muft remember, that it is not.in
the field of Mals that the war agam{’c fe&s thc
moft dangerous ; when rebellion and anarchy are
in the very tenets. of the fectary, the hand may be

difarmed, but war glows. warmly in_ the heart.ss

The fec, weakened may flumber; for awhnc,
but fuch a fleep is the calm precedmcr thc rrup-
tion; of the volcano, It no longer fends f01 th its

curlmo ﬂames but the {fubterraneous ﬁre winds jd

i couxfe, penetrates, and, preparing many vents,
fuddenly burlts forth and carries mifery .and, de~
~vaftation whereyer its fiery torrent rolls. it
L lilic objc&: of thefe: Memoirs, is.»not. to trcat
prec1fcly of that ftate of war: or of peace - carried
on, from Power to Powtr Thcn it often hap-
.pens rhat, all, rcfources bcmg c‘;hauﬁed the {word
-mutt be ﬂzeathed, thouvh the, onmnal orlcvanccs
ftill {fubfit. Let the rulers of the peoplc difcufs

BIE

the.means of force. But we know there exiftsano- .

. ther fort.of war, which a confidence in treaties only

-renders more. fatal ; 7hat war is a war of plots and
;confplracms, and . againft them public treaties can
never, avall . Woe to that Power which fhall have
made \peace without knowmo why its enemy; bad
deq;a:cd war. againit it. What the {ect had donc
- before it burft forth thc ﬁrﬂ: time, 1t wxll do \again
b.-m prepare a. fecond eruption.  In darkncfs Apwill
; coquxrc anew, and calamities ftill more difaftrous
will teach all nations that xhc FErench rcvolunon was

only
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only the firft: fep:towards the univerfal diffclution
which the fc& has {o 1ong been mCdltdth and con-
triving: o 1l il
Obje&t of = Such-were: the reafons which: ftimulated me ito
ﬁﬁ{fs_me' inveftigatesthe plotsand withes; the tortuous means
ind nature of this fe&. - We have witnefled the
franticorage and the ferocity: of its legions 5 we
have knowii: thém ' as- the - agents, of the French
Revolution; as the perpetrators of. all its atrocious
crimes and - devaftations 5 but.few AlC acquamtud;
with the fchools that have formed them. /Pofterity,
al,as,»!s'wlllyfccl, +during ' many generations, their.
dire effe@ts. To trace their ravages, it willjonly.
hive to caft its eyes around. . The ruins of the pa-
laces and - the temples,, the fallen cities, jthe. man-
{ions deﬁloyed throughout : the . Provinces, . wxll
paint in, clow;ncr ‘colours, the devaﬁatxons of thc:
modcrn Vandals The. lifts of profcnptwn, fatal'
to:the prince. and fo many-of his be_]Q&.S, the de-
ferted villages, all, in a word, will long be the
vouchers ofithofe fatal lanterns, of that infatiable
guillotis Joft thofe, legiflative executioners fup-,_
P@rted by bands of alafingt. St Hup :
. Gircumftances fo pamful and fo humlhatmg to
human nature. will: not: be recorded in thefe me
TOirs: It J1s-not to expofc what a: Marat v é
Robefpiesre has. done, but to ba.re o, thc hoht the
fehools, the fyftems, the confpiracies, in, word,
the mafters who have formed a Philippe,
D’Orleans, a Syeyes, a Condorcet, or a Petion,
and
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and‘who at this' prefent time/are forminginvall
nations’ men who ‘would' rival Marat and/Robe-
{pierre in their cruelties. Our objeét is, that;ithe
fect of 'the Jacobins and their confpiracies once ic #sd
known, “their crimes fhall be no longer! 2 caufe of
furprife s “that their propenfity to the! effufion ‘of:
blood, “their blafphemies againft 'Chrift ‘andhis!
altars, their’ frantic rage ‘againft' the' throne, and:
their cruelties againft their fellow-citizens, fhall be’
as 'naturally underftood as'(the ravagesiof ‘the
plague. And “may nations in' future as'cautioufly
gtiard againft the one, 'as they prefcrve themfelves®
agamﬂ: the other! ' :
“Tt was to “attain’ this important’ obje¢t that all:
our refearches on the fe@ have been  dire@ed at
its chiefs, its origin, its' plots, its plans, and its
- progrefs’s © more * particularly “inveftigating - the
means it employed to bring about the revolution,
than deferibing ' its” conduct during’ that revolu-
tlon. e : 2%
‘The refult of our refearch, corroborated by
proofs drawn from the records of the Jacobins, and:
of their firft mafters, has been, that this feét with
its confpiracies is in itfelf no other than the
coalition of a triple fe&, of a triple confpiracy, in-
which, long before the revolution, the overthrow of*
the altat, the ruin of the throne, and'the diffolution’
of ‘all civil foc1ety had been debatcd and® re-,
folvcd on. : i

Urigfty



=it

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

!t Many years before the French Revolution,
mien ‘who-“ftyled ‘themfelves Philofophers ‘con-
fpired ‘againft'the 'God" of the Gofpel, “againft
Chrxﬂwmty, without ‘diftin&ion of worthip, ‘whe-
ther Proteltant or Catholic,” Anglican’ or Prefby-
terian!* The grand objett of this: confpiracy was
10 overturn . every altar where' Chrift: was adored,
Te was'the confplracy of ‘the Saphz/ier: of Impze{y,
or the ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

2iadlys™ This fchool ‘of | impiety foon' formed the
Soplifters of Rebellion':" thefe ! latter; combining
their confpiracy againft kings with that of the So-
phifters of Implety, coalefce with thatarcient fect
whoft'teners’ conftituted  the whole fecrer of the
“Ocetdt Lodges of 'Free-mafonry, which long fince,
impofing on the credulity of ‘its moft: dxihngm[hed

: adepts, ‘ofily initiated the chofen  of the eledt; into

the fecret of theli‘ unrelentmg hatred for Chriftand
kmos s 2

3dly “From the Sophlﬁers of Impiety' and'Re-
be]hon, arofe the Sophifbers of Tiipicty and Anarehy.
“Thefe latter’ confpire not: only againft Chrift and
hxs altars, but againft every religion” natural Of te-

: vealed ‘not only agamnft kings, but’ againft cvefy
-govemment, agamf’c all civil focxety, even avamft

all property whatfoevcr '

with
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withthe Occult Mafons; confpired againft both Chrift
and kings. It was the coalitionofthe adepts of impiety
of the adepts of rebellion, and: the adepts of anarchy,
which formed the CLuB, of ithe J ACOBINS. Under
this name, common:to the triple. fe€t (originating
from the name of . the order, whofe convent they
had feized upon to hold their fittings), we: fhall fee
_ the adepts | following -up  their triple. confpiracy
againft God, the King,and Society. . Such was the
arigin, fuch the progrefs of that feft, fince, be-
come {o dreadfully famous under the .name of
Jacomin. . i L Sinisog
- In the prefent Memoirseach of thefe three confpi-
racies fhall be treated feparatelys their.authors un-
mafked, the object,, means, coalition.and progrefs
of ithe adepts fhall be laid open. 40 aaiain
Proofs of the moft. pointed nature are neceflary,
when fuch, horrid plots: are denounced to all na-
tions; and it is to give thele proofs the greater
authenticity, that the title of MEmoIRs has, been
preﬁ,xcd‘to this work. To have written the fimple
hiftory of the . Jacobins might have fufficed for
many ; but, thefe Memoirs are. intended. for the
hiftorian, who will find a collection of proofs, iboth
nugric,ré_u_s and convincing, all extrated from the
 records and avowals of the. confpirators . them-

felves,, . Strong;in thefe proofs, we fhall norifear to

- _proclaim to all nations, ¢ that whatever their reli-
 « gion or their government may, be, to whatever
' : < rank

¥
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¢ rank they may belong in civil fociety, if Jaco-
¢ binifm - triumphs, all will be overthrown ; that
thould the plans and withes of the Jacobins be
accomplithed, their religion with its pontiffs,
their government with its laws, their magiftrates

"
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and their property, all would be {wept away in
the common mafs of ruin ! Their riches and theie
fields, their houfes and their cottages, their very

-~

€

-

<« wives and children would be torn from them.
 You have looked upon the Jacobinical faction
as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only
making a {fportive effay of its firength. Their
wifhes and their oaths extend throughout Europe;
nor are England or Germany, Italy or Spain,

-
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€ ftrangers to their intrigues.”

Let not the Reader take this for the language of
enthufiafm or fanaticifm; far be fuch paffions
either from myfelf or my readers. . Let them de-
cide on the proofs adduced; with the fame coolnefs
and impartiality which has been neceflary to collect
and digeft them. The order followed in the in-
veftigation of thefe confp1rac1es fhall be exaétly.
that in which they were generated. . We  fhall
therefore begin with the confpiracy againft the
whole religion of the Gofpel, and which we have
ﬁ:yled the ANTICHRISTIAN Conspiracy, -

THE
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‘CHAP, 1
Of the Principal Aﬁorscf the Confpiracy.

- BOUT the middle of this century, there
appeared three' men leagued in the moft
inveterate hatred againft Chriftianity. Thefe were Chiefs of
Violtaire; D’Alembert, and Frederick II. King of ;hfr::;‘
Pruffia; Voltaire hated ' religion becaufe he was
jealous of its"Author, and of all thofe whom it had
rendered illuttrious ; D’Alembert becaufe his cold
heatt ‘was incapable of affe@ion; Frederick be-
caufe he had never feen' it but through the mcdlum :
of its enemies. _

To thefe three a fourth muft be addcd named
Diderot'; hating religion becaufe he doated on.
nature; enthufiaftically wedded to the chaos of
his own ideas, he chofe rather to build his fyftem
on chimeras and form myfteries of his own, than

“fubmit to the light of the Gofpel.
B : Numerous

. iy ik
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THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

. Numerous were the adepts afterwards drawn
into this confpiracy,: generally ftupid: admirers: or
fecondary agents. - Voltaire the chief, D’Alembert
the ‘moft fubtle agent, Frederick the protector
ind: often the advifer, Diderot the forlorn hope.

.\ The firft of thefe confpirators, Mary Francis
Arouet; was born'ati Paris, February 2oth, 1694,
foniof an ancient notary of the Chatelet;' through
vanity he changed-his name(to: that of Voltaire,
which he! deemed ‘more ‘nbble, more fonorous,
and better fuited -to the: reputation he aimed atz
and never had there ;yet appeared '@ man with
fuch talents, and fuch a thirft of dominion over
the literary world. . :Gravity. of manners, the {pirit
of medltamon, or @ genius leading to difcuffion
and. deep refearch; were unforgunately not among

the gifts: which Nature had lavithed on him ; and .
more unfortunately ftilly: in his lown heart were
to be found all thofe: paflions which render:abilities
dangerous: from -his early youth he {éemed to
dire@ them all at the overthrow of religion. |

While only a ftudent in rhetoric,in the college of
Louis le Grand, he drew. on himfelf the following
rebuke from his profefior; the Jefuit Le Jay, Un=
fortunate young man,. you will one.day come to b the

Jrandard-bearer, of Infidelity %, Never was: oracle
more. hterally fulfilled, .

‘ . Llfc of Volisire, edit, of Kell,’ and Feller’s Hift, Didt,

fig [ L On
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‘On leaving the college, he neither fought nor
loved any other fociety, but that of men whofe'pro-
fligate morals could ftimulate his incredulity. « He
was particularly intimate ' with Chaulieu the Ana-
creon of his day, the poet ‘of voluptuoufnefs’; and
with a few Epicureans who held their fittings at the
Hotel de Vendéme.' His firft:eflays *were' in
fatire; which gave offence to ‘government, and in
tragedy, where we fhould have feen the rival of
Corneille, Racine ‘and' Crebillon; ‘had he not ‘at
the fame time withed to rival Celfus and Porphy-
rius, with all ‘the other enemies of religion. At
a time when licentioufne(s in” opinion fhill met
with! obftacles in France, he fought an afylum in
England. He there found men whom the writings
of ‘Shaftefbury,  commented ‘on' by Bolingbroke,
had trained up to Deifm.. He miftook them for
. philofophers, and -was® perfuaded ‘that ‘they alone
were' efteemed by  the Englith. ' If he‘was not
then miftaken, ‘times f{ince are greatly changed.
All thofe fophifters: whom Voltaire extols as the
_ glory of Great Britain, if not forgotten, are more
defpifed ' than read.  Collins and Hobbes when
remembered “are | claffed with ‘Tom' Paine; an
Englifhman’s good fenfe does not allow him to
hate ‘religion; ‘or ‘make an oftentatious difplay of
_impiety. With him nothing is lefs philofophical,

notwithftanding his toleration and variety of creeds,
than' that affeéted hatred to Chriftianity which
: B 2 marks
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marks our Sophifters, and more pasticularly their
confpiracies to overthrow it.

Philofophifm is faid to have firft arifen. in
England. I deny the fa&. Philofophifm is the
error of every man who, judging of every thing
by the ftandard of his: own' reafon, rejets in
religious matters every authority that is not de-
rived from the light of nature. . It is the error of
every man who denies the poffibility of any my-
_ ftery beyond the limits: of his reafon, of every
man who, difcarding revelation, in defence of the
pretended rights of reafon, their liberty and equa-
- lity, feeks to fubvert the whole fabric of the Chri-
ftian religion.

Such an error may conﬁxtute a fe&, the hif-
tory of ancient Jacobinifin demonttrates that the
- fe& exifted long fince ; but it had fhrunk back to
its dark abodes, when Voltaire appeared.

- Such an error may be that of a few individuals.
Many of ‘the fame fort had béen broached during
the two laft centuries. Numerous were thé feéts
which ‘had fprung from Luther and Calvin, each
making its partial attack on the ancient tenets of
Chriftianity ; when at length there arofe a fet of
men attacking them .all, and they would believe
“nothing. - At firft they were ftyled leertmes, the
only name they deferved.
 Voltaire might every where have met with
fome of thofe men, and more particularly at Paris

under
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under the regency of the Duke of Orleans, who
was himfelf a monfter of libertinifm ; but, feeling
the neceffity of religion for the ftate, would not
fuffer it to be attacked in their publications.

It was in England, it is true, where, under their
Collins and their Hobbes, the libertines firft ftyled
‘themfelves Philofophers, and affumed the airs of
deep thought, probably from fome impious pro-
duétions, which in any other part of Chriftendom
would have enjoyed neither equal publicity nor
impunity. But it may be certainly concluded,
that Voltaire would every where have been, what
he became in England; he would have been {o,
at leaft, wherever, from the lenity of the laws, he
could give vent to hisinfatiable thirft of dominion
over the empire of fcience or letters.

It was in vain for him to afpire at the reputation
of a Bofiuet, a Pafcal, or of that blaze of geniils ;
which had fhone forth in the defence of religion ;
but, hating their caufe, and dazzled by their glory,
he dared be jealous of their God; at kis empire
he levelled his blows, and would' be foremoft
in the ranks of the Philofophifts.—He fucceeded;
but, to keep his pre-eminence, bluthed not to blend
. philofophy with impiety, and to compafs the over-

~throw of religion.  England however was the
place where he firlt conceived a poffibility of
fuccefs. Condorcet, his adept, his confidant, his
" hiftorian, and his panegyrift, afferts it'in pofitive
b3 - terms:

o7
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‘terms: There it was: (in England) that Valtaire
fwore o' ‘dedicate bis life to the accomplifbment of
that project s’ and be bas kept bis word ¥
On his return to Paris; about the year 1730,
he made fo little fecret of his defign, he had pub-
lithed fo many writings againft Chriftianity, and
was fo' fanguine’ in' his thopes, that Mr. Herault,
the Lieutenant of Police, upbraiding him one day
with his impiety, and adding, Zou.may do or write
awhat you pleafe, you will never be able to deffroy the
Chriftian religion.. - Voltaire without hefitation an-
fwered, That'is what we fball feet. :
Stimulated' by the obftacles he imet with, and
feeing fo much glory in his enterprize, hewould
not willingly have fhared it with any body. I am
¢ weary,” he would fay, < of hearing people repe‘at,'
¢ that twelve men have been fufficient to eftablifh
< Chriftianity, and'I will ‘prove that one may: fuf-
< fice to overthrow it} \When he uttered thefe
‘words, his fpite feemed 'to blind him to fuch a
degree, as to hide from him the immenfe diftance
between' the genius that creates, ‘and the petty
' cunning of the mifchievous monkey! that deftrays.
The Sophifter may conjure the clouds; or veil the
world in: darknefs, ‘but does not by that approach
the God of truth.  ‘The virtues, the miracles, all
- the divine knowledge of the apoftles, were necel-
fary to teach man the path of lifes .

. L%fc of'V‘nltaire, edit, of Kell, 4 Ibid, t Ibid.
: Although
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Although Voltaire in his outfet flattered himfelf
to enjoy alone the whole glory of the deftruction
of the Chriftian religion, ‘which was hisdole objeét,
he neverthelefs foon found that affociates would be
neceffary. He even’ feared the noife jof ‘his un-
dertaking, and hence refolved tormove in-the
furer ' though ' humbler fphere of a- confpirator.
Already his numerous writings, either impious-or
obfcene, had gained him'many admirers and difci-
ples, who, under the name of Philofophers; prided
themfelves in the thatred they bore to Chrifti-
anity. Among thefe he chofe D’Alembert as the
moft proper petfon'to fecond him in his new plan
of attack ; and he chofe well. :

In the nobler theme, among the Sophifters we
thould ' compare : Voltaire  to. Agamemnon, «~and
D’Alembert to: Ulyfies. - If the comparifon ‘be D Alem-
too noble; fee: the latter cunning and cringing, bert,

- even: barking like the fox. - Born of Fontenelle
according to fome, of ‘Aftruc the doftor accor-
ding 'to  others, ‘his birth was alwaysa feeretito

- him.  His mother was at the head of one of
thofe focieties - of men  of ' letters ‘common in

 Paris, and fhe ufed to ftyle them ‘her” beafts.
Whether defigned. to- hide his birth' or not;:is un-

known ; but certain it is, that in. thecnight from

the 16th to the 17th of November 1717, he was

found, wrapped in fwaddling, cloaths, in the por-

tico of the pariih church of St., John; and hence

: B4 . © took
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took the name of Fean Je Rond at the Foundling
Hofpital whither he was carried and in which hc
was bred. :

“While yet ayouth he inlifted under the banners of
incredulity, repaying with ingratitude the church
that had charitably reared him; with the {mall
fums given him for his education, he fonght, like
many other young men, all thofe profligate works
written againft a religion whofe proofs they almoft -
flee from. Thus do wicked boys calumniate the
kind mafter who thwarts their evil difpofition.

Both his heart and mind naturally led him to be
a difciple of Volmire; even their diverfity of cha~
racter and the immenfe difference of talent, were
foon confounded in their qutual bias to incredu-
lity, and confirmed hatred to Chriftianity.

Volwire was fiery, -paflionate and impetuous ;
D’Alembert cold, referved; prudent and crafty ;
Voltaire fond of fhow, D’Alembert almoft feared -
to be'feen.  The one, like the chief who is obliged
to mafk his battery, relutantly ufed diffimu-
Jation, wifhed to wage open war with Chriftianity,
and die on a beap of Chriftians, which he terms Bi-
gots, immolated ot bis feer®. The other, by inftinét
2 diffembler, waged war like the partizan who,
from behind his bu{hes, fmiles to fee his enemy
fall into the fnares he has laid 1, - Voltaire, {o tran-

& Tetter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, zoth Apnl 17616
4 Particularly Let. 10, from D’ Alembert, 4th May 1762,
feendent
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feendent in polite literature, was but fuperficial in
mathematicks.  In the latter D’Alembert was pro-
found, and owed his reputation to them: inevery -
thing elfe he was a dry, finical, and perplexed
writer, and is fometimes as low and vulgar as
Voltaire is noble, eafy and clegant; he would
plod to turn a bad epigram, while the latter
would have wittily filled whole volumes.

' Voltaire impudently daring, whether for or
againft, would quote the feriptures, hiftory, or the
holy fathers, affirming, inventing, or traducing the
paffage he wants; for to wound was his only aim.
D’Alembert carefully guards againft the reply that
. may expofe him; his fteps, myfterious and indirett,

hide his defign; fhrinking from refutation, if at-_
tacked he flies, concealing the ficht left he pro-
claim his defeat. Voltaire on the contrary feeks
his enemies, calls to them ; tbough a hundred times
defeated, he returns to the charge; though his
error be refuted, he will inceiTantIy repeat it.. . It
is not in defeat, but in flight alone - that he fees
difgrace ; and thus after a war of fixty years we
ftill fee him ranging on the field of battle.
~ D’Alembertfeeks the fmile of every little affem-~
bly; and the applaufe of forty men in an acade-
mlc;xl circle conflitutes his triumphal day; while
all the world, from London to St. Peterfburg,
from Sweden to Ameuca, to pleafc Voltaire muft
found his fame,
D’Alcm-
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D’Alembert  enlifts from around him thofe fe-
condary adepts ; he trains them, initiates them, di-
reéts their. miffions, and. holds petty correfpon-
.dences. . Voltaire will. conjure kings, ‘emperors,
minifters and princes againft his God; all muft do
“homage to  the fultan of incredulity.: Among
thefe latter, hiftory muft diftinguifh that Frederick,
‘which it/has -yet only known by titles glorious to
monarchs, whether conquerors ot rulers. -
i+ In this Frederick IL the Solomon of ithe North
according to the Sophifters, there are two diftinét

men.  Firft, that King of Pruffia, that hero lefs

sworthy of our admiration in the field of vitory,
difplaying his vaft military talents, than as the. fa-
ther of his people, giving life to agriculture and
commerce, ‘proteting the arts, countcrpmﬁng n
fome {ort, by the juftice and wifdom of  his admi-
‘niftration, thofe exploits perhiaps more brilliant thin
juft. In the fecond (fo'beneath a monarch) we
«{ee the Sophifter, the philofophic pedant, the con-
vipirator of /incredulity; lefs cruel and enthufiaftic
than Julian the apoﬁate, but more artful and pcr-
fidious.
It is pamful to dlfclofe the dark myﬁcrles of
this impious prince 5 but hiftory muft be true; and
herelefpecially. . To' trace the confpiracy againft
their thrones, kings muft know what fhare their

- colleagues have had in the confplracy agamﬂ: the

altar
2 Frederick,
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* Frederick, born with' a mind wotthyof a Célfus
or his fchool, had not the help of a Juftin ora Ter-
“tullian to' guide his fteps in religion,  and was fur-
rounded by its' calumniators. * While only Prince-
royal he was in correfpondence with Voltaire, ‘and
~chiefly on religion or metaphyfics 5 and even at that
.early age deemed himfelf a  Philofopher; for he
fays— To fpeak with my uftal freedom, I-muft
< naturally own, that whatever regards the Godmade
< man, difpleafes me in the mouth of a'Philofopher,
<« who fhould be above popular error. Leavetozke
< great Corneille, when doating and fallen back 1o child-
< hood, the infipid tafk of verlifying the Imitation
< of Chrift ; and’ whatever you may give us; ! let
«it be your own. We mayfpeak of fables,
« but merely as fables; and 4 profound filence in
¢ my opinion fhould be kept, concerning thofe
¢ fables of the Chriftians, fanétified by time ‘and
s the credulity of the abfurd and ftupid *.””
Even in his firlt letters there appears, with the

ridiculous pride of a pedantic king, all the verfatility

and ' hypocrify of a Sophifter. Frederick denies,
when Voltaire fupports liberty +. With Volaire,
" man is a pure machine; Frederick then maintains
that man is free . In'one placewe are free, precife-
lyvbecaufc we can form a clear idea of freedom §.

-+ ¥ Let. 53, annoaz38. + Their letters in.1737.
¢ Let. of 16 Sept. 1771 § Ibid.

In

181
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In another, man s all matter; though one canhardly
form a more confufed idea, than that of matter
thinking, free or ar guing, though it were with Fre-
derick’sown verfatility *. Heupbraids Voltairewith
the praifes he had beftowed on Chrift, and three
years after he is not afhamed to write— For my
< part, L own that (however, people may enlift under
< the banners of Fanaticifm) I never fhall. I may
< indeed compofe a few Pfalms to give 2 good opi-
« nion of my orthodoxy. Socrates incenfed the
« houfehold Gods, fo did Cicero, and he was not
< credulous. We muft give way to the fancies of
< 2 frivolous people, to avoid perfecution and blame.
« For after all what is moft defirable in this world
«is to live in peace ; let us then live foolifhly with
« fools, that we may live quietly +.”

The fame Frederick had written, that the Chrif-
tian religion yielded none but poifonons weeds § 5 and
Voltaire had congratulated him, a5’ baving above al]
Princes fortitude of foul, [fufficient infight and know-
Iedge, 20 fee that for the fwenfeen hundred years pajt the
CHRISTIAN SECT had never done any thing but barms§,
when we afterward find him the opponent of that
work of Philofophic infight, or rather fo infa-
“moufly proﬂlcrate, the Syjten of Nature. < Onecould
15 b;_:;mpted fays he, “ 10 accufe its author of

o % Tiet. ofl yth Dec. 1775. t Let. of 7th Jan. 1740.
" 1 Let. to Voltaire 143, anno 1766,

4§ Let, of sth April 1764,
: ¢ want
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want of fenfe and fkill when, calumniating the
Chriftian religion, he imputes to it failings that
it has not. How can he with truth affert that
religion can be the caufe of the misfortunes of
mankind ! He would have been more correct,
had he f{imply faid, that the ambition and felf-
intereft of men, cloaked under the veil of reli-
gion, had fought to difturb the world and gratify
their paffions. What then is reprehenfible in the
morals of the commandments ? Were there in
the whole Gofpel but this fingle precept, Do as
thon wouldft be done by, we thould be obliged to
confefs that thofe few words contained the whole
quinteffence of morality :—The forgivenes of
injuries, charity, humanity, were not thefe preath-
ed by Jefus in his excellent fermon on the
mount * 2”2

In writing this, how much Frederick had loft of

that infight, that knowledge which had fo lately
diftinguifhed him from other princes! But firange.
to {ay, after having feen religion in fo clear a light,
he compliments Voltaire on being its fcourge f,
he ftill communicates his plans for its deftruétion 1,

and forefees, that thould it be preferved and pro-
tected in France, the fine arts and higher fciences muft

* Examination of the Syftem of Nature, by Frederick,

King of Pruffia.

+ Letter of 12th Aug. 1773. 1 Let. zoth July 1775.

fall,

13
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faily and that he raft of fuperfiition will completely de='
Proy @ people, otherwife amiable'and born for fociety *.
Had our “fophiftical ‘monarch really forefeen
évents, he would have feen zbar people, atherwife
amiable and' bor for fociety, when it had loft its reli-
gion, terrifying all Europe with its horrid deeds.
But, like Voltaire, he was 'to be'the fport of his pre-
tended wifdom, ‘as he was of 'his philofophy'; and
though ‘we fhall often fee him judging threwdly of
the adepts, we fhall always find him confpiring
with' them againft the religion of Chrift. * 7
“The correfpondence that fo well'developes the
charaéters of the royal adept; and of his idol Vol-
taire, begins in 17365 it was uninterfupted during
their lives, fome few years of the idol’s difgrace ex-
cepted. “Itisin this correfpondence’ that we muft
ftudy him, incredulous and impious; divefting
him{elf of his royal infignia, he is more emulous
of the Philofophift, than he ‘was Jealous of the
Cafars; and to rival Voltaire becomes his fervile
copyift. © A poet beneath mediocrity, a metaphy-
fician on the ‘lower ranks, he excels in but two
things, his admiration for Voltaire, and his im-
piety, often worfe than that of his mafter. ;
In confideration of this homage, this z’eaJ"’Vél-v
taire overlooked his caprice, the rough ufage ' he
fomcnmes met thh even to the corre&lon of thc

» Letter to Voltaire, 3oth July 1777,

cane
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cane inflited on him at Frankfort by a majors

. by order of the defpotic Sophifter. It was tos
effential for the fect to continue the fupport of
a royal adept, and we fhall {cec how very much he
ferved them.  But firft, in order to fathom their
mutual hatred to Chriftianity, let us attend to the
vaft obftacles the}? overcame ; let us hear Voltaire
pathetically defcribing his. fufferings at Berlin, a
few, years after his. arrival, in a letter to Mad,
Denis, his niece and confidant. | He fays; « La
¢« Metrie in his Prefaces may extol his extreme
« felicity in being with a great king, who fome-
« times reads his poetry to him; yet in private
« he weeps with me; he would willingly return
< though it were on foot.  Butwhy am [ here ?
¢ I will aftonith you. This La Metrie, a man of
<« no confequence, chats familiarly with the king
« when their readings are over—He fpeaks to
« me with confidence. He declared to me that
« talking to_the king a few days ago of my fup-
« pofed favor, and of the jealoufy it excites, the
« king had anfwered, I fball certainly not want
<< him above o twelve-month longer; we [queeze
< the orange and throw eway the rind. ... 1
« made him repeat thefe confolatory words, T

-

n

-

¢ queftioned him again and again, but he only re-

« iterated his declaration.—I have done my utmoft:

« not to believe La Memc, and yet, in readmo
; g : agyer

15
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¢ over the king’s verfes I found an epiftle to one
« of his painters called Pére, it begins thus :

<& Quel Jpectacle etonnant Vient do frapper mes yeux ?
<€ Gher Pére, ton pincean, fégale au rang des dieux.

' 's¢ Tell me what fight has ftruck my wond’ring eyes?
< Thy fkill, dear Pere, with gods immortal vies.

t¢ Now this Pére is a fellow whom he takes no

~
-

notice of, and yet he is the dear Pere, ke is a
¢ God; he may perhaps fee me in the fame light,
¢ and that is not faving much SV may eaﬁly
€ guefs what reflexions, what a recoil upon my-
« felf and what perplexity, in 2 word what trouble
« this declaration of La Metrie’s has created
s within me*.>

This firft letter was foon. fucceeded by a fecond,

~

-

* s follows: « My fole views at prefent are, to

«¢ defert in a genteel manner, to take care of my
¢ health, to fee you again, and forget this three
« 'yeérs dream. T plainly perceive the orange has
¢ been fqueezed; I'muft think of faving the rind.
¢ For my own inftruction I will compile a diction-
< ary for the ufe of kings. My friend, fignifies
« niy Jlazve; my dear friend, is to fay, you are to
« me_more tban indifferent : you are to underfland
s by 1 will make you bappy, I will bear with you as
< long as I fball have need for you; Jup with me

-

o : fo- mgbt, means I will make game of you ta-mglat

- Let. to Mad Denis, Berlm zd Sept. 1752.
<‘Thig
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a
~

This ditionary might be of fome length, and
not unworthy a place in the Encyclopadia.
«¢ Serioufly this diftreffes me. Can there be truth
« in what I have feen? To delight in making
<« mifchief among thofe that live with him! To

({4

s¢ fay every thing that is gracious to a perfon,

¢« and write pamphlets againft him! To force a
« man from his country by the moft endearing
« and folemn promifes, and treat him with the
¢ blackeft malice! Whatcontrafts! And this is the
¢« man who wrote in fuch a philofophic ftrain, and
« whom I miftook for a Philofopher ! and I ftyled
«« him the Solomon of the North! Do you remem-
¢ ber that fine letter, which never pleafed you?
¢ You are a Philofopher, faid he, and fo am L
s« Upon my word, Sire, as to Philofophers, we
% are neither of us fo *.”

Voltaire never was more correct ; neither Fre~
deric nor he could pretend to Philofophy in its
true acceptation; but they might eminently o in
the fenfe of the confpirators, with whom impiety
and hatred to Chriftianity was its only effence.

It was foon after writing this laft letter, that
. Voltaire ftole away from the court of his difciple,
and received at Frankfort the correffion which
made him the laughing- -ftock of all Europe. Ef-

tabhihcd however at Ferney, he foon for got his *

bai’tmado, and Erederic was once more the Solomon

& Letter to Mad. Denis, 18th Dec, 1752.

C o
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of the North, who returns the compliment by faluting
him as the Father of Philofophy. Though not in-
friendfhip, they were foon united in their mutual
hatred to Chriftianity; and though they never met
again, their plans were more eafily formed and
intelligently conducted in their future correfpon-
dence. :

As to Diderot, he fpontancoufly threw himfelf
into the arms of the confpirators. A heated brain,
an enthufiaftic rage for that Philofophifm of which
Voltaire had fet the fathion, a diforderly confufion
of ideas (the more evident, as both his fpeech and
pen followed all the explofions of his brain),
pointed him out to D’Alembert as a man effential
to the confpiracy, and who would fay, or could
be made to fay, fuch things as he dared not fpeak

~ himfelf. They were both, until death, as firmly

Uncer-
tainty of
the chiefs
in their
philofo-
phical o-
pinions.

united to Voltaire, as the latter was to Frederic.
If there had been any thing but chaos to have
fucceeded to Chriftianity, had there been any doc-
trine whatfoever to have been fubftituted, never
were four men lefs ficted for fuch an undertaking.
Voltaire leaned to Deifm, and feemed for fome
time to have adopted it ; but, infenfibly falling into
Spinofa’s fyftems, he knew not what to believe. Con-
fulting at one time D’ Alembert, at another Frederic,
he was torn with remorfe during the remainder of
his life; if doubts and anguith of mind, void
of repentance, can be called remorfe. At nearly
- fourfcore
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fourfcore he exprefies’ himfelf in the following

uncertain manner: < Doubts encompafs us around,,

% and doubting is a difagreeable flate. Is there'a
& God fuch as he is faid to be? A foul fuch asis
“«‘imagined ? Amnalogies fuch ‘as laid down? Is
« there any thing to be hoped for after this life ?
« Was Gilimer in the right to laugh, though

<« fript of his dominions, when brought before

. ¢ Juftinian, or Cato preferring fuicide to the -

« fight of Caefar. Is glory then but an illufion ?
« Shall Muftapha in the effeminacy of his harem,
« beaten, ignerant, proud and committing every
< folly, be happier provided he digefts well, than
¢ the philofopher who digefts ill 2 Are all beings
<« equal before the great Being that animates
nature ? In that cafe could the foul of Ravaillac
be equal to that of Henry IV. or had they
neither of them a foul 2 May the heroic philo-
« fophers unravel all this; for my part I can
-« make nothing of it *.”

-

<

~

<

€

-

2

D’Alembert and Frederick. altcrnatcly prefied et

by thefe queftions, each anfwered after his own .

way., Unable to fix his own uncertainty the former @

frankly confeffes he, has not the gift of folvmg
them: < I own to you,” fays he, < that concern-
« ing the exiftence of God, the Author of the
« Sy_/fem af Nature fccms too rcfolute and doomanc,

* Letter 179, lzth 0&. 1770. ARG
C ¢ and
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« and on this fubje¢t fcepticifm feems the moft
o rational. What do we know about if, 1s wWith
« me, an anfwer to moft metaphyfical queftions,
« and the confequent reflection muft be, that fince
we know nothing of the matter, it is doubtlefs
unneceffary that we fhould know more *.”

This refle@ion on the little importance of thefe
queftions, was added, left Voltaire, harraffed out
with the anguifh of his mind, fhould forfake a
philofophy unable to folve his doubts on quef-
tions, by no means, in his opinion, indifferent to
the happinefs of man. He infifted, but D’Alem-
bert perfifting in the fame ftyle, fays that <« No,
< in metaphyfics, appeared to him not much wifer

-

<

~

~
a

" << than yes; and thatnor lfigues (it is not clear) was

«c generally the only rational anfwer }.”
Frederick was as averfe to doubts as Voltaire,
but perpetually withing to flifle them, he was
atlength perfuaded he had fucceeded. <« A phi-
« lofopher of my acquaintance,” fays he, « a man
« pretty refolute in his opinions, thinks that we
< have a fufficient degree of probability, to con-
« ftitute a certainty that poff mortem nibil ¢ft (or
that death is an eternal fleep), he maintains that
< 'man is not twofold, that he is only matter
« animated by motion; and this ftrange man fays,

o

(3

* Letter 36, anno 1770, + Letter 38, ibid.

< that
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« that there exifts no relation between animals and
<< the fupreme intelligence *.”

This refolute philofopher, this firange man, was
Frederick himfelf, and a few years after, he makes
no fecret of it, when he more decidely writes,
« T am well affured that I am not twofold;
« hence, I confider myfelf as a fingle being.
< T know that [ am an animal organifed and that
¢ thinks; hence, I conclude that matter can
« think, as well as it has the property of being
< electric .7

Verging towards his grave, but withing to in-
fpire Volwaire with confidence, he writes anew.
« The gout has fucceffively ran over all my body.
< Qur frail machine muft needs be deftroyed by
< time, which confumes every thing; my founda-
¢ tions are undermined, but all that, gives me
¢ very little concern.”

‘As to the fourth hero of the confpiracy, the
famous Diderot, he is exadtly the perfon, whofe
decifions againft God, D’Alembert had found too
refolute and dogmatic, though oftentimes, in the
fame work, we find him after deciding againit the
Deift, deciding in the fame peremptory mannct
for or againft the Sceptic and the Atheift. But
whether he writes for or againft a God, he always
appears impervious to doubts or anguith of mind.

-

~

-~

~

-~

* Letter of 30th O&. 1770,  + Letter of 4th Dec. 1775+
1 Letter 8th Apr. 1776. :

Cg - He
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_ He fairly wrote what he thought at the moment

he held his pen, whether Ze crufbed the atheiff
with the weight of the univerfe, and that the eye of
a mite, the wing of ¢ butterfly was {ufficient to defeat

them *, or when thar glorions difplay did not give

bim even the moft diffant idea of any thing divine +,

and that this univerfe was but the forsuitous refult

of motion and matter T; whether, when the exiftence

of God was to be left in doubt, feepticifm at all
times and in all places, could alone preferve us from

the two oppofite exceffes §, or when be prays God for

the feeptics, becaufe he fees they all want light ||;

whether in fine to form a feeptic, i was #eceffary

to bave @ bead os well organifed as that of Mmmgre

the philofipher **.

Never was there a man fo peremptory when
affirming or denying any point, fo perfectly void
. of conftraint or trouble, {o impervious to remorfe;
he was a perfeét ftranger to them even when he
pofitively fays that, éetween bim andbis dog be knows
of no other difference but their drefs t.

With thefe extravagancies in their religious
opinions we find, Voltaire impious and tormented
by his doubts and ignorance ; D’ Alembert impious

* Philofophical Thoughts, No, zo.

+ The Code of Nature.

1 Philofophical Thoughts, No. z1.

§ Idem, No. 33. || Idem, No. 22.  #% Idem, No. 28,
++ Life of Seneca, page 377, g

but
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but calm in his; while Frederick impious and trium-
phant, or thinking he had triumphed over his
ignorance, left God in heaven provided there were
no fouls on earth; and Diderot, by turns, Atheift,
Materialift, Deift or Sceptic,  but ever impious,
ever frantic, the better fitted for the various parts
he was doomed to act.

Such were the men whofe charaéters and reli-
gious errors, were neceflary to be known, to af-
certain the confpiracy of which they were the
chiefs, and of whofe exiftence we fhall give un-
deniable proof, indicate its precife object, and
unfold ifs means and future progrefs.

Ca4 CHAP.
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CEIAR: T

Of ibe. Objes?, Extent, and Exiftence of the
Antichriftian Confpiracy.

O fay that there exifted a con{pirécy againft

the Chriftian religion, of which Vollairc‘,
D’Alembert, Frederick II. King of Pruffia, and
Diderot, were the chief authors and inftigators,
is not imply to fay, that each ohe of them was
an enemy and that cheir writings teénded to the de-
ftruction of the religion of Chrift; for both before
and after them, we have feen enemies to this fame
religion, feeking to fpread, by their writings, the
venom of incredulity. France has had her Bayle,
and her Montefquieu; the firft a true fophifter,
undecided in his principles and fupporting the

pro and cor with equal verfarility; but deftitute of

that hatred, which conftitutes the confpirator, and
fecks accomplices: the latter is but a youth when

- he writes his Perfian Letiers, and has no fixed

principle againft that faith, to which he will one
day do homage, by declaring that he always
vefpefted religion, and ‘that he beheld the Gofpel,
as the faireft gift that God had beftowed on man*.

& Vid. Montefquicu, Feller’s Hift. Di,
Ehgland 3



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

England has feen her Hobbes, her Woolftons
or her Collins, with f‘nzmy other difciples of in-
credulity; but each of thefe fophifters was im-
pious in his own way, and they fought not to
league together, however much Voltaire and Con-
dorcet may affert the contrary. Each makes
his partial attack on Chriftianity from his own
brain, and that 1s not fufficient to conftitute a
confpiracy. :

In order to fhow a real confpiracy againft Chrif-
tianity, we muft not only point out the with to
deftroy, but alfo the union. and feeret correfpon-
dence in the means employed to attack, debafe or
annihilate it. When therefore I name Volwire
and Frederick, Diderot and D’Alembert, as the
chiefs of this Antichriftian Con'piracy, I not only
mean to fhew, that cach had impioufly wristen
againft Chriftianity, but that they had formefl the
with, and had fecretly communicated that wifh
of deftroying the religion of Chrift; that they had
acted in concert, fparing no ponncal nor Impious

art to effectuate this deftruction ; that they were:

the inftigators and conductors of thofe {econdary
agents whom they had mifled, and following up
their plans and projeéls, with all that ardof and
conftancy, which denotes thewmoﬁ finifhed con-
fpirator. My very proofs fhall be drawn from
what we may very properly term the records of
thc confpiracy, I mean from their moft intimate

: corre-

g
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correfpondente, a long time fecret, or from their
own affertions contained in their divers writings.

When Beaumarchais gave us a compleat edition
of Voltaire’s works, with all the magnificence of
the Bafkerville type; either the adepts, blinded by
their fuccefs, were perfuaded that the publicity of
this monftrous confpiracy, could only add new
Iuftre to its chief, or that the Editors themfelves
were ignorant of the fact, or in fine, that being
feattered and difperfed through forty large volumes
of letters, to all {orts of perfons, and on all forts
of fubjedts, no nman could at once feize the thread
of a confpiracy, the work of many long years.
But whatever may have been their imtentions,

- whatever their art in {uppreffing parts of the cor-

refpondence, they have not effectuaily done away
all means of difcovery. Never fhould I have
undertaken a work of fuch labour, fo painful and
difgufting, had I not feen the neceffity of proving
from the very records of the confpirators, the
reality of their plots; the neceffity of denouncing
to all nations, with proof in hand, the men, who wifh
to miflead them, and who fought to overturn every
altar provided it was but Chriftian. © With them
the altars of London or Geneva, of Stockholm
or Peterfburg were to fhare the fame fate with
thofe of Paris or Madrid, of Vienna or Rome,

 thus adding, by their fall, 2 new, though tardy

proof of the univerfality of this confpiracy. Such
: ' then

PR
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then are their black and hidden crimes. Behold
“them confpiring againft your God, in order to con=
fpire againft your fovereign and your laws, behold
them feeking to overthrow all civil fociety and
univerfelly extend the fcourges of the French re-
volution.

I know that the gravity of the charge requires
ftrong evidence and. clear proofs, to juftify it; if
then my proofs are too numerous, let my reader
refle& on the weightinefs of the charge.

Inall confpiracies there is generallya fecret fan< Thewod
guage or a watchword, unintelligible to the vulgar, Ofd;e
though it perpetually recals the obje& to the mind t;’,“s e
of the confpirator. The word chofen by Voltaire
muft have been difated by fome fiend of hatred
or frantic rage. But what words! Crah ihe
wrefch! (ecrafez I'infame!) and what a fignifica-

-tion is attached to thefe three words in the mouths
of D’Alembert, of Frederick or their difciples;
conftantly they mean crafb Chrift, crufb the religion
of Chrift, crufh every veligion that adoves Chiiff.
Oh readers retain your indignation until you have
feen the proof!

When Voltaire complams that the adepts are proofs as -
not {ufficiently united in the war they wage againft }0 t}t‘:’;’f“e
the wretch; when he wifhes to revive their zeal, the word
he recals to their minds, the hopes and projects he ;‘;’fr};%‘“
had already conceived in 1730, when the lieute-

© nant of the police at Paris, warned him that he

would

8
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would not fucceed in overturning the Chriftian re-
ligion, he had daringly, anfwered zhat is what we
Shall fee *.

When exulting in the fuccefs of the war, and
progrefs of the confpiracy againft the wresch, he
rriumphs in the idea, < that in’ Geneva, Calvin’s
« own town, there are but a few beggarly fellows
<« whobelieve in the confubftantial +.”

When he withes, during this war awamﬁ the
awreich, to give his reafons for tolerating the Soci-
nians, it is, fays he, éecanfe Jjulian would bave fa-
woured them, and that be hates whar Fulian hated,
and defpifes what ke (Julian) defpifed 1.

‘What then is this hatred, common to the Soci-
nians and to Julian the apoftate, if it be not their
hatred to the divinity of Chrift. What is meant
by the confubftantizl, fallen into diffepute, if it
be not Chrift; or how can the word wretch, be
otherwife interpreted, in the mouth of him that
had uttered, < I am weary of hearing people re-
<« peat that twelve men have been fufficient to ‘ef-
<« tablith Chriftianity, and I will prove that one
< may fuffice to overthrow it§.” In the mouth
1 fay of a man who, in his intrigues againft the
awretch exclaims, ¢ could ot five or fix men of
< parts, and who rightly underftood each othcr,

* Let. to D’Alembert, zoth of June 1760.
+ Let. 119, anno 1763, 28th Sept.
t Let. to Prederick, 5th Nov. 1773.
§ Life of Voltaire by Condorcet, o
- - ““fucceed,
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¢ fucceed, after the example of twelve fcoundrels
¢¢ who have already fucceeded *.”

In the mouth of this frantic infidel can we con-
ceal the fenfe of thefe words: The twelve apoftles
called rwelve fcoundrels | and their divine mafter a
zwreteh | 1 may dwell too much on the proofs, but
the charges are too heinous, to pafs them over
lightly.

All thofe men, fo much extolled by Voltaire for

their ardor in crufbing the wretch, are precifely thofe

who attacked Chriftianity without the leaft de-
corum or decency, fuch as Diderot, Condorcet,
Helvetius, Freret, Boulanger, Dumarfais and fuch
like infidels ; and thofe which he particularly wifhes
D’Alembert to rally, the more effectually 0 crufh

the wretch, are namely the Atheifts, the Deifts and

Spinofifts 1.

Againft whom then will the Atheift, the Deift
and the Spinofift coalefce, unlefs it be againft the
God of the Gofpel ?

Voltaire proceeds to diret the zeal of the con-
{pirators againft the holy fathers, and thofe modern

writers, who have written in defence of Chrifti-

anity and the divinity of Chrift, both of whom he

withes to fee treated with the utmoft contempt; he

writes to his adepts, <« Victory is declaring for us

s¢ on all fides, and I can affure you, that foon, none
# Tet. to D’Alembert 24th July 1760,

+ Let. 37th to D’Alembert, 1770,
¢ but

29
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¢ but the rabble will follow the ftandard of our
enemies, and’ we equally contemn that rabble
whether for or againft us. We are a corps
¢ of brave knights, defenders of the truth and
« who admit none amongft us, but men of
¢ education. Courage brave Diderot, intrepid
¢ D’Alembert, form with my dear Damilaville
< and rufh forward on thofe fanatics and knaves ;

-
-

-
-

~

-

. < pity poor Pafchal, but defpife Houtville and

¢ Abadie as much as if they were fathers of the
< chureh 2

Here then is the explanation of what Vol-
taire means &y crufbing the wreich. It is to undo
what the apoftles have done, to hate what Julian
the apoftate hated, to attack thofe, whom the
deifts, atheifts and fpinofifts always attacked, it is -
in fine torufth on the holy fathers or on any other
man who dares defend the religion of Chrift.
- The fenfe of this atrocious watchward is equally
clear in the mouth of Frederick, With this

royal (ophifter as with Voltaire, Chriftianity, the

Chriftian feit, the Chriflicole fuperftition (La fuper-
ttition Chrifticole) and the wretch, are all fynoni-

- mous terms. . With him as with Voltaire sbe wrerch

yielded none but poifonous weeds s the beft writings
againtt the wrerch are precifely the moft impious,
and if any in particular deferve his peculiar efteem,
it is, that fi f nce Celfus, nothing o friking had been pub-~

* Let. to Damﬂavxlle, anno 1765.

7 lz_'/bed
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» difbed againft Chriftianty. The fa& really is, that

Boulanger, unfortunately more known by his im-
piety than by his converfion, is fill fuperior to
Celfus bimfelf *. >

As to D’Alembert we may fee, though he {el- With
dom ufes this fhocking word, that he was well ac- p '™
quainted with its meaning ; by his anfwers to Vol-
taire, by the means he fuggefts, by the writings he
approves of and feeks to circulate, as fitteft fo
erafb the wretch 5 and which writings are precifely
thofe that more direétly tend to eradicate religion
from the minds of the people. We may fee it,
when withing to fhew his zeal for the progrefs of
the confpiracy againft zhe wretch, he profeffes his
cagernefs to fupport Voltaire, or his forrow that
from localities, he cannot fpeak with the fame free-
dom againft Chriftianity. = His expreffions and
numberlefs letters hereafier quoted, will leave no
more doubt of him, than of Vol‘taire or Fre-
denckT

Such was the general acceptation of the word Extent of
among all the confpirators ; Condoreet, even lay- ;;‘i;é’;"
ing afide the word wretch, pofitively afferts, that
Voltaire had fworn, 70 crufb Chriftianizy §; and Mer-
cier ﬁx);s t0.croyb Chrift§.

* See let. of the King of Pruffia, No. 143, 145, 153, anno
1767, &c. &c. &c.

+ Sce D’Alembert’s letters, 100, 102, 151.

1 Life of Voltaire.
- § Mercier’s letters, « No. 6o of M, Pelletxar.

In
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In the views of the confpitators, fo crufh Chrift
was not too ftrong an expreffion. In the extent of
their projeéts, no fhadew of his worthip was to re-
main: it is tue that among the Chriftians, they
honored the church of Rome with their chief ha-
tred.  But Luther and Calvin, the Church of En-
gland or of Geneva, though feparated from Rome,
had retained their belief of Chrift, and were there-
fore to fhare the fate of the former.

The whole Gofpel of Calvin, is ridiculed by Vol-
taire, as the fooleries of Fean Chanvin *, and it was
of thefe fooleries he fpeaks when writing to
D’Alembert he fays, that i Calvin’s own fown
(Geneva) there were but a few beggarly fellvws who
believed in the confubfiantial, that is to fay, who be-

. lieved in Chrift.  He particularly exults in the ap-
* proaching fall of the Church of England, when he

extols the Englifb truths t, that is the impieties of
Hume, or when he thought himfclf authorized to
write, that #z London Chrift was fpurned §. -

Thote difciples who paid him the homage of
their philofophic {cience, adopting his ftyle, write,
<« I don’t like Calvin, he was intolerant, and poor
<« .Servet fell a viétim to him, and it is true he is
<« no more fpoken of at Geneva than if he had
« never exifted. As to Luther, though he had not

* Let. to Damilaville, Aug. 18th, 1766.

 Let. to the Marquis D’Argence, April 28, 1760.

1 :Let. to D’Alembert, Sept. 28th, 1763. P
; ¢ much
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¢ much wit, as is eafily perceived by his writings,
¢ he did not perfecute, and only loved wine and
¢ women * 2"’

Itis even obfervable, that for a confiderable time
the confpiring fophifters' placed particular fatis-
fattion in their fucceffes againft the Proteftant
churches.  With what exceflive joy Voltaire would
write, that England and Switzerland were over-run
with men who hated and defpifed Chriftianity, as
Fulian the apoftate bated and defpifed it 1, and that
from Geneva to Berne not a Chriftian was to be found §.
Frederick on his fide, writes with equal joy, Ziz ou
‘pratefient countries we go.on miuch brifker .

Such then was the extent of this confpxracy,
they were to overturn every altar where Chrift was
adored. An hiftorian might have been mifled in
feeing the adepts folicit, more than once, the recal
of the Proteftants into France ; but at the very

time that Voltaire writes, how much he laments to .

fee the pefi[ion made by the minifter Choifeul re-
jected, fearing left his difciples fhould imagine he
wifhed to fpare the Huguenot more than the Ca-
tholic, he haftens to 2dd, that the Huguenots and
the Calvinifts are not lefs mad than the Sorbonifts or
the Catholics, that they were even raving mad |

# Let. of the Langrave of Hefle to Voltaire, Sept. gth 1766. -

+ Let. to the King of Praffia, 15th Nov. 1773.
1 Let. to D’Alembert, Feb. 8th 1776.
§ Let. 143. |l Let. to Marmontel, 21t Aug. 1767.

Vol. 1. D , : nay,
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nay, fometimes he faw zoshing more atrabilarions
and ferocious than the Huguenots *.

All this pretended zezl of the confpirators to
calvinize France, was but as a preparatory ftep to
de-Chriftianize it with greater expedirion. We
may trace the gradation of their intended progrefs, ’
in the following words of D’ Alembert to Volaire:,
« For my part I fee every thing in-the brighteft
<« colours, I already behold toleration eftablifhed,
<< the Proteftants recalled, the priefts married, con-
« feflion abolithed, and fanaticifm cruthed, witbout
<< o much as its being perceived . Fanaticifyn and
aretch in D’ Alembert’s mouth are fynonimous, the
latter is even made ufe of in the fame letter, both
meaning Chrift or bis whale religion crafbed.

There is however an exception often made by

- Voltaire, which mighthave leftChrift fome fewwor-

thippers among the rabble. He {feems little jealous
of that conqueft, when he writes to D’Alembert,
<¢ Both you and Damilaville muft be well pleafed,
¢ to fce the contempt into which #be wretch is fallen
« among the better fort of people throughout Eu-
<« rope. They are all we wifbed for, or that were
« ‘neceffary. We never pretended to enlighten #be
¢ hoyfe maids and fboemakers ; we leave them to
¢ the apoftles I.” Or when he writes to Diderot,
¢« Whatever you do, have your eye on the wretch.

»

-~

n

* Let. to the Marquis D’Argence de Dirac, Mar. 2d 1763+
+ May 4th 1762 : 1 Sept. 2d 1768.
5 ¢ ({4 It
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¢« It muft be deftroyed among the better fort and
< leave it to the rabble for whom i was made* ;”
or when, in fine, he writes to Damilaville, < T can
¢ affure you, that foon none but the rabble willfol-
< low the ftandard of our enemies, and we equally
“ contemnthatrabble whether for or againft us+.”

Voltaire, defpairing of wider fuccefs, would
fometimes except the clorgy and the great chamber
of the Parliament. But in the fequel of thefe me-
moirs, we fhall fee the confpirators a&tively ex-
tending their principles, and inftilling their hatred

againft Chriftianity into every clafs of men, from .

the cottage to the throne, not even excepting their

fo much defpifed rabble,

* Dec. 25th 1762. 4 Anno 1765.

Do “CHAP..
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CHAP. HI.

The Secret, the Union and the Epoch of the
Confpiracy.

N confpiracies it is not enough for the agents
to have a particular watchword, or formula,
in order to hide their general objeét, but they have
allo peculiar names, by which they mutually point
out each other, and which are unintelligible to the
public. They carefully conceal their correfpon-
dence;; but if they fear difcovery, itis then they ufe
thefe precautions left their names, or the object of
the plot, be expofed.
Thefe means were not to be negleéted by Vol-
The fup- taire or D’Alembert. In their correfpondence
gg‘;‘:s Frederick is often called Du/uc *, D’Alembert Pro-
* thecon- fagorast, though he often ftyles himfelf Bersrand .,
fpiretors, oty were well applied to him, the former to de-
note the infidel; the latter to betoken the means of
his impiety, by the fhifts of Bertrand, in Fontaine’s
fable of the Monkey and the Cat: when D’Alem-
bert is Bertrand (the monkey), Voltaire is Raton§

* Let. of D’Alembert, No. 77. :

+ Voltaire to Thiriot, 26th Jan. 1762.

1 Let. go. § Let, 22d, March, 1774
: (the
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(the cat). Diderot perfonates Plato or Tomplat ¥,
and the general term for the confpirators, is Ce-
conact. They fay-he is a good Cacouac, when
he can be perfectly depended upon. Oftentimes,
and particularly by Voltaire, they are called bro-
thers as in mafonry. They alfo give peculiar
imports to whole phrafes of their enigmatical lan-
guage, for example, the vine of Truth is well cul-
tivated, is to fay we make amazing progrefs again(t
religion 1.

This fecret language was particularly made ufe
of, when they feared their letters were opened or
ftopped, which often gave Voltaire and D’Alem-
bert great uneafinefs. It was for that reafon, that
many of their letters, were direéted to fiétitous
perfons, to merchants or fome clerk in office, who
was in the fecret. It does not appear that they
ever made ufe of cyphers, they would have been

" much too tedious, confidering Voltaire’s immenfe
correfpondence.  Thofe were referved for con-
fpirators, not lefs ardent, but of a deeper policy.
Falfe directions and not figning their names, feem
to have given them fufficient confidence in their
ftyle, and: if perchance, any of their letters are
more enigmatical than common, they are eafily
explained by the preceding or following ones. Jt

= Voltaire to Damilaville, z5th Auguft, 1766,
+ Let. of D’Alembert, No. 76,
1 Let. to D’Alembert, No. 35.
23 ; . was
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was by thefe fhifts they wifhed to leave an open-
ing for excufing or explaining what they had al-
ready written; but they are not {fufficiently obfcure
to prevent difcovery, and thit with very little
trouble, when furprifed. ;
" Some few, neverthelefs, are more dificult to
be underftood than others ; for example, the letter
written by Voltaire to D’Alembert, the joth of
January 1764 : < My illuftrious philofopher has
< fent me the letter of Hippias, B. This letter

< of B, proves that there are T .’s and that poor

~

¢ literature is falling back into the fhacldes which
< Malefberbes had broken. - That demi- fcholar as
¢ well as demi-eitizen, D’Agueflean, wasa T ...,
¢ He would have hindered the nation from think-
« ing! I with you had but feen that brute of a
¥ Maboul, he was a very Gilly T. . . to be at the head
« of the cuftoms upon ideas under the T ...
« D’Agueffeau. Then followed the under T .’s
< about half a dozen miferable rafcals, who for
¢ the pitiful falary of 17l. per annum, would
<« erafe froma book, every th'mrr that was worth

~

~

-~

-

¢ leaving in 1t

Here it is evident that T ftands for fyrens, one

_ of which tyrants is the chancellor D’ Agueffeau,

the other Maboul, the comptroller of the prefs.

: The under T’s, or'tyrants, are the public cenfors,

whofe falaries were about 171. per.annum.  As to
Hippias B, his perfon is not fo clear ; he was moft
probably fome tyrant who withed to flop the cir-

culation
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culation of thofe works, which diretly tended to
the overthrow of the altar and the throne. But
who can fee, without indignation, the chancellor
D’Aguefleau, the ornament of the magifhracy,
called a tyrant, a demi-fcholar, a demi-citizen. It
is, howewer, forbearance in Voltaire, not to abufe
him more grofsly; we muft expect to fee him and
D’Alembert lavithing the loweft terms of black-
guardifm, th nouohout this correfpondence, on every
- man who differs from them in opinion, what(oever
be his merits otherwife, but efpecially on thofe who
laboured for, or wrote in defence of religion.
However openly the confpirators . exprefled Their fe-
themfelves to each other, fecrecy was firiftly re- €€
commended to them, with refpeét to the public;
and Voltaire perpetually apprizes the adepts of its
importance. < The myfteries of Mytra, (he would
« make D’Alembert write to-the adepts) are not
« 1o be divulged, the monfter (religion) mult fall,
« pierced by al hundred invifible hands ; yes, let
¢ it fall beneath a thoufand repeated blows*.”
This fecrecy, neverthelefs, was not to be fo
much with refpect to the objeét of the confpiracy,
-as to the names of the confpirators, a and the means
they ¢émployed ; for it was impofiible for the ran-
corous hatred of Voltaire, to difguife the wifh of
- annihilating Chriftianity ; but he had to fear on one:

* Let. to D;Alem’bert, April 27th 1768,
D 4 =i fide
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fide the feverity of the laws, and on the other the
contempt and infamy which would certainly attach
to himfelf and difciples, from the impudence of
their falfehoods and the effrontery of their calum-
nies, had it ever been poffible to trace their authors
and abettors.

Hiftory is not in fault, if it is obliged to repre-
fent the chief of the confpiracy, at once the moft
daring, the moft unrelenting 1n his hatred to Chrift,
and the moft defirous of hiding his attacks. Vol-
taire fecretly confpiring and concealing his means,

is the fame man, though bold and blafpheming,
Openly attacking the altars of his God, he is fill
the Sophifter, though veiling the hand that ftrikes,
or {eeking in the dark to undermine the temple,
It is hatred that fires his rage, or leads him through
the torturous ways of the confpirator, To unmatk
this difimulating man, fhall be aleading point in
the following memoirs.

In his character of chief, the myfteries of Mytra
as well as the intrigues of the confpirators, could be

~ of no fmall concern to him, and the following were

Theirlefl- his fecret inftruétions. ¢ Confound zhe wretch to

{onson

the art of ¢ the utmoft of your power, {peak your mind
feerecy.  *« boldly, flrike and conceal your band. Youmay be

¢ known; I am willing to believe there are people
« fufficiently keen-fcented, but they will not be
¢ able to convit you*,”

¥ Let. to D’Alembert, May 1761,
i R ; 5( The
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¢« The Nile, it was f2id, {pread around its ferti-
< lizing waters, though it concealed its head ; do
< you thefame, you will fecretly enjoy your triumph,
« T recommend the wrezch to you *.” < We em-
¢ brace the worthy knight and exhort him to con-
« ceal his hand from the enemy f.”

No precept is oftener repeated by Voltaire than :
frike but conceal the band, and if by indiferetion

any adept occafioned his difcovery, he would com-
plain moft bitterly, he would even deny works that
were the moft decidedly his. < I know not why
s¢ (fays he) people are fo obftinately bent on be-
« lieving me the author of the Philgfophical Dic-
< tionary. The oreatcf‘c fervice you can do me,
£ 1s to affert, though you pledge your fhare in Pa-
<« radife, that I have no hand in that hellith work.
s¢ There are three or four people, who perpetu-
« ally repeat, that I have fupported the good
<« caufe, and that I fight mortally againft the wild
« beafts. It is betraying one’s brethren, to preife
them on fuch an occofion, thofe good Jouls blefs me,
¢ but 7uin me. It is certainly him, they fay, it is

-
-

”

¢ fatalaccents; on the contrary you thould cry out
<€ on the public ways, it is not he, for the monfter

# Let. to Helvetius, May 11th 1761.
+ Let. to Mr, de Vielleville, 26th April 1767

< muft

¢ his ftyle, his manner. Ah, my brethren, what

4T
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< muft foll pierced by a bundred invifible bands : yes,
‘< et it fall beneath a thoufand repeated blozos *.”

Tt was in this art of fecrecy and of concealing
his fteps, that D’Alembert fo'much excelled. Fim
it was, that Voltaire recommended to the brethren
for imitation, and as the hope of the fleck.. < Heis

¢ daring (would he {2y to them), but not rafh; he

¢ will make hypocrites tremble (that is religious
« men) without giving any hold againft himfelf +.””

Frederick not only approved of this fecrecy 1,
but we fhall fee him playing off all the artifices of
his dark policy to enfure the fuccefs of the confpi-
1acy. : -

In every plot, union is as eflential to the con-
{pirator, as {ecrecy to the caufe, and {o it is often
and particularly recommended. - Among others we
find the following inftructions : ¢ Oh, my philofo-
« phers, we thould march clofed; as the Macedonian
< phalanx, it was only vanquifhed when it opened.
< et the real philofophers unite in a brotherhood
< like the Free-mafons ; let them affemble and
« fupport each other, let them be faithful to the
<< affociation.  Such an academy will be far fupe-
« rior to that of Athens, and to all thofe of
¢ Paris §.2
. Let, to D’Alembert, 152 and 21g.

+ Let. from Voltaire to Thuriot, 1g9th Nov. 1760.

1 Let. to Voltaire, 16th May 1771.

§ Let. to DAlembert, No. 85 anno 1761, and No. z,
anno 1769. : {
It
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¥f any diffention, perchance, happened among
the confpirators, the chicf immediately wrote to
appeafe them : he would fay, < Ah poor brethren,
<« the primitive Chriftians behaved themfelves
« much better than we do. Patience, do not let
« ys lofe courage, God will help us provided we
« remain united,” “and when he withed to infift

more particularly on the obje& of that union, he’

would repeat his anfwer to Herault, 72/ fec whe-
ther it be true, that the Chriftian religion cannot be
defirayed™.

‘Moft of thefe diffentions arofe from the diffe-
rence of opinion in the confpirators, and the dif-
cordancy of their fophifms againft Chriflianity,

which often made them thwart each other. Vol-
taire, aware of the advaitage it gave to religious

writers,immediatelyenjoined D*Alembert tofeck, if

poflible, a reconciliation with the Atheifts, Deifts
and Spinofifts. .« The two pames (fays he) mult
« neceffarily coalefce. T wifh you Wouldunafrmkc
< that reconciliation ; fay to them, if you will omit
¢ the emetic, I willoverlook the bleeding .

This premier chicf, always fearful left their ardor
thould fubfide, and wifhing to animate their zeal,
would write to the other chiefs, < I fear you are
« not fufficiently zealous, you bury your talents,
s¢ you feem only to contemn whillt you {hould ab-

¥ TLet. to D’Alembert, No. 66.

+ Let, to D’Alembert, No. 37, 1770 : -
¢ hor
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:

o

¢ hor and deftroy the monfter. Could not you
<« cruth him in a few pages, while you modeftly
< hide from him, that he falls by your pen. It
<« was given Meleager to kill the boar; burl ihe
< javelin, but hide your hand., Comfort me in my
« old age *.”” He would write to a young adept,
who might be dejected through ill fuccefs, Cou-
rage ! dy not let yourfelf be dejefied +. In fine, to
bind them by the ftrongeft ties of intereft, he would
tell them by means of D’Alembert, * Such is our
< fituation that we fhall be the execration of man-
¢ kind, if we have not the better fort of people
¢ on our fide. We muft then gain t}lem, coft
¢ what it will ; labour therefore in the w}ineyard,
S and crufb the wretch, then crufb the wreich 1.”

1t 1s thus that every diftin&tive mark which con-
ftitutes the confpirator, fuch as enigmatical lan-

-

guage, a common and fecret wifh, union, ardor

and perfeverance, is to be feen in thefe firft au-

thors of the war againft Chriftianity. It is thus

that the hiftorian is authorifed to reprefent this
coalition of Sophifters, as a true confpiracy againt

Open  the altar. Atlength Voltaire not only allows it, bue
%}gﬁ;‘rz’f withes every adept to underftand, that the war
: of which he was the chief, was a true plot, and that

* Let. to D’Alembert, 28th Sept, 1763,
+ Let. to Damilaville.
T 13th Feb. 1764.

cach



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

each one was to adt the part of a confpirator.
When he feared their exceflive zeal, he would write
himfelf, or through D’Alembert, that in the war
they waged, they were to a2 as confpirators and not
as zealots *

When the chief of thefe infidels makes fo

formal a declaration, when he fo clearly orders
them to aff as confpirators, it would be abfurd to
feek further proofs, as to the exiftence of the
confpiracy. I fear they have already been, too
numerous for my reader ;' it in 2 matter of fuch
importance, I was to prefume him equally rigid
as myfelf, with refpect to its demonftration. Now
as nobody will deny this, unlefs blind to conviction,
to have been a real confpiracy of the Sophifters
againft Chrift and his church, T will not end this
chapter, without trying to afcertain its origin and
true epoch.

Woas this confpiracy to be dated from the day
on which Voltaire confecrated his life to the anni-
hilation of Chriﬁimity, we fhould look back to
the year 1728, that being the epoch of his return
from London to France; and his moft faithful dif-

45
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ciples inform us, that he made his determination -

whenin England 1. But Voltaire lived many years,
alone ruminating his hatred againft Chrift; it is

# Voltaire to D’Alembert, let. 142.
+ Life of Voltaire, edit. of Kell. :
truc
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true he was.already the officious defender of every
impious work that hdd the fame tendency, but
thefe were only the ifolated works of Sophifters,
fingly writing, without any of the appurtenances
of the confpirator. - To form adepts and inftil
his hatred into them, could be but the work of
time, - and his efforts, unfortunately crowned with
fuccefs, had greatly augmented their number,
when, in 1750, he by the exprefs defire of the king

_of Pruffia, took his departure for Berlin. Of all

the difciples he left ##¥Paris, the moft zealous
were D’Alembert and Diderot, and it is to thefe
two men, that the coalition againft Chrift can be

firft traced. Though it may not have acquired

all its ftrength, it certainly exifted when the plan
of the Encyclopedia was decided on; that is to fay,
the year that Voltaire left Paris for Berlin. . Val-
taire had formed his difciples, but it was D’Alem-
bert and Diderot who united them in one body -
to make that famous compilation, which may in
truth be ftyled the grand arfenal of impiety,
whence all their fophifticated arms, were to be
directed againft Chriftianity. :
Voltaire, who alone was worth a hoft of infidels,

laboring apart in the war againft Chriftianity, left

the Encyclopedifts, for fome time, to their own
fchemes; bu if his difciples had been able to form
the coalition, they were incapable of carrying it

on, Their difficulties augmenting, they fought a

man
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man able to remove them, and withovt hefitation
fixed on Voltaire, or rather, to ufe the words of his
hiftorian, Pultaire, by bis age, his reputation and bis
genius, naturally became their ehicf.

At his return from Pruffia, about the year 1752,

he found the confpiracy complete. Its precife
obje@ was the deftru&ion of Chriftianity ; the
chief had firft {worn it, the {fecondary chiefs, fuch

as D’Alembert, Diderot and even Frederick, not-

- withftanding his quarrels with the premier, were

ever after leagued with him in the fame bonds. .

At this period, the adepts were all that Voltaire
could number, as his difciples: but from the day
of the coalition between the premier, the {fecon-
dary chiefs, and the adepts’ agents or protectors ;
from the day that the object of this coalition to
crufh Chrift and his religion, under the appellation
of wreich, had been decreed, until the grand object
of the coalition was to be confummated by the
; profcriptions and horrid maffacres of the Jacobins,
near half a century was to elapfe; for fo much
time was neceffary for the harbinger of blood and
corruption, to prepare the way for the Philofo-
phift of deftruction and murder. Naturally du-
ring this long period of time, we fhall fee this
fophlﬂxcal fecr, who had fworn to crufh, coalefcing
with the fect, who under the name of j?zcolzm,

‘really does crufh and maffacre.
Where
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Where then the difference between the fophif=
tical foct under Voltaire and D’Alembert, antici-
pating the murders of the French revolution, by
their wilhes and their confpiracies, and thofe
fophifters, who under the name of Jacobin, over-
throw the altar and embrue its fteps with the
blood of its priefts and pontifs ? Do not they pro-
{eribe the religion of the fame Chrift, of the fame
God, whom Voltaire, D’Alembert, Frederick and
all thar impious fequel of adepts had fworn to
cruth and abhor 2 Will any one tell us, that there
is *any difference between the fophifms of the
former, and the pretexts of the latter, between
the fchool of Voltaite and the maxims of the
Jacobinical den.’ :

The Jacobins will one day declare that all men
are free, that all men are equal, and as a confe- -

. quence of this liberty and equality they will con-.

clude that every man muft be left to the lights of
reafon. That every religion fubjecting man’s
reafon to myfteries, or to the authorities of any
revelation {peaking in God’s name, is a religion
of flavery and conftraint ; that as fuch it fhould be
annihilated, in order to re-eftablith the indefeafible
vights of liberty and equality, as to the belief or
difbelief of all that the reafon of man approves
or difapproves: and they will call this liberty and
equality, the reign of reafon and the empire of

philo-
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philofophy. Can the candid reader believe, that

this liberty and equality is not appofite to the
war carried on by Voltaire againft Chriftianity ?

Had the chiefs or adepts ever any other view, than

that of eftablifhing their pretended empire of
philofophy or their teign of reafon, on that fclf-
fande liberty and equality applied to revelation and
the myfteries, in perpetual oppofition to Chrift
and his church ? :

Did not Voltaire hate the church and its paf-
tors, becaufe they oppofed that liberty and equality
applied to our belief; becaufe nothing was /o co7~
temptible and’ o miferable in his eycs, as to fee
one man have recourfe to another in matters of
faith, o7 to afk what be onght o believe *_ Reafon,
liberty and philofophy were as conftantly in the
mouths of Voltaire and D’Alembert, as a means

of overthrowing Revelation and the Gofpel; as they -

are at this day in the mouths of the Jacobins .
When the adepts with to extol the glory of their
chiefs, they will reprefent them perpetually reclaim-

ing the independence of Reafon, and devoutly expeét-

ing thofe days when 7be  Jun fhall no longer [hine, bué
upon free men, acknowledging 10 other mafter but
their own reafon 1. Sl
When therefore, on the ruins of the temple,
the Jacobins fhall have erected the idol of their

% Letter to the Duke D'Ufez, 19th Nov. 1760

4 See the whole of their correfpondence. :

1 Condorcet’s Progrefs of Reafon, gth Epoch.

Vol. 1. E . reafon,
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reafon, their liberty or their philofophy; will they
have fulflled any other wifh, any other oath, than
that fworn by Voltaire and his adepts.+

When the Jacobins fhall apply the axe to the foun—
dations of the temples whether Proteftant or Ca-
tholic, or in fine of any fe&t acknowledging. the
God of the Chriftians; will they have more widely

 extended their fyftems of deftrution, than Vol-

taire confpiring againfl the altars of London or

. Geneva, equally as againft thofe of Rome?

When - their grand club fhall be filled with -
every infidel the French revolution can pro-
duce, whether Atheift, Deift or Scepuc, will their
revolutionary cohorts be differently formed, than
thofe which D’Alembert was to quicken and ftir
up againft the God of Chr 1(hamtyP : :

In fine, when one day thefe legions fallying from
thisden of impiety, from the grand club of the -
Jacobins, fhall triumphantly carry to the Pantheon,
the afhes of Voltaire; will not that be the con-

.~ fummating of the Antichriftian Confpiracy, will not

that be the revolution folong planned by Volraire 2.
The means may differ, but the object; the fpirit,
and the extent of the confpiracy will remain, We
thall fee the very means employed, the revolution
that deftroys the altar, thrat plunders and maflacres
its priefts by the hand of the Jacobin, were not
foreign to the withes or intentions of the firft
adepts, The moft dreadful and difgufting parts

‘ ; of

XA
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of this irreligious revolution, only differs from
their plans, by a difference in terms; size wisHED
to crufb, the cther p1p crufh. . The means were
fuch as the times fuggefted, both were not equally
powerful.——We will now proceed to tear the veil
from thofe dark intrigues, fucceffively employed
by the Sophifters during the half centuty, which
prepared fuch fcenes of ‘blood and confufion,

”*"x.fiEgé:i; = C HAP.
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Firft Means of the Confpirators.

N order zo crafh the wreich, in the fenfe of

Voltaire, or to attain the deftrution of ‘the
altars of that God whofe worfhip had been tauvht
by the Apoftles, nothing lefs could fuffice than the
total fubjection of the public opinion, and the
annihilation of the faith of all Chriftian nations.
To annihilate it by force was above the ftrength
of the rifing coalition. Force was only to be
reforted to, when by a revolution in all religious
ideas, things had been brought to that ftate, in
which our Jacobin legiflators found them; or
when, by incredulity, the courts the fenates the
armies, in fine, men of all defcriptions, had been
gained over to a fubmiffion, or blind cenfidence
in their fophiftry. And indeed the neceffary
growth of impiety and corruption, fuppofed too
long a period, for Frederick or Volraire ever to
flatter themfelves with the hopes of feeing it *,
It was then too early for them to grafp the fal-
chion of the butchering Jacobm, nor muft we
expet, in the following pages, to read of orulllo-

* Letter of Frederick to Voltaire, 5th May 1767.
tings,
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tines, or forced requifitions in battle arrray, againft
the altars of Chriftianity.
In the beginning we fce their intrigues hidden,
and without tumult; flow and tortuous, but more
infidious' from their fecrecy, more certain from
their flownefs; the public opinion was to perifh,
as it were, by 1namt10n, before they dared lay
the axe to thealtar. And this mode of proceeding
we find, is perfectly underftood by Frederick,when
he writes to Voltaire, that zo andermine the edifice
in filence, is to oblige it to fall of utfelf *;5 and fhill
better underftood by D’Alembert, when upbraid-
ing Voltaire with being too hafty, he fays, If
" mankind grows enlightened, it is becaufe we have the

care to enlighten ‘them by degreest. Convinced

of the neceflity of this gradation, D’Alembert The En-
bethought himfelf of the Encyclopedia, as the df: Ofg_'
grand means of philofophizing mankind, and cr/5- Je&ed
ing the wretch. ‘His project is no fooner conceived,

than enthufiaftically embraced by Diderot; and
Voltaire animated their drooping courage more

than once, by 'his conftant attention o the under-

taking.

To judge of what amazing 1mportance the g, fup.
fuccefs of this famous diCtionary was to the con- Pofed ob-
fplrmc chiefs, we muft be acquainted with the *°
plan, the method of its exccution, and how 1t was

* 29th July 1775, + 31t July 1762.
E 3 to
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to become the infallible agent of incredulity, and
its moft powerful weapon in perverting the public '
opinion, or overturning all the principles of Chrif-
tlamty.

~The Encyclopedia is at firft ufhered into the

world as the aggregate, as the complete treafure

of all human arts and fciences, of Religion, Divinity,
‘Phyfics, Hiftory, Geography, Aftronomy or Com-
merce; in a word, of whatever may conttitute a
Science : of Poetry, Oratory, Grammar, Painting,
Architeé‘ture’, Manufattures, or of whatever can be
the objet of ufeful or pleafing arts.  This great
‘work was to comprehend the very minutize of dif-
ferent trades, from the manufacturer to the labourer;
it was of itfelf to be an immenfe library, and {upply
the place of one. It was to be the work of men
the moft fcientific and the moft profound in every
branch, that France could produce.  The difcourfe
in which it was announced by D’Alembert to all
Europe, was written with fo much art, had been

fo profoundly meditated and nicely weighed, the
_concatenation of the fciences and the progrefs of

the human mind, appeared fo properly delineated;
whatever he had borrowed from Bacon or Cham-
bers on the filiation of ideas, fo perfetly difguifed;
in fine, the plagiary fophifter had fo perfectly
decked himfelf in the riches of others, that the
profpectus of the Encyclopedia was looked upon

' as
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as a mafterpiece, -and. its author as the moft pro-
per perfon to prefide over fo ftupendous a work.

Such were their mighty promifes, but promifes
never intended to be fufilled; while, on the other
fide, they had their. fecret obje&, and that they
were determined to 1ccompl1fh This was to
convert the Encyclopedia into a vaft emporium
of all the fophifms, errors or calumnies, which ever
had been invented againft religion, from the firft
fchools of impiety, until the day of their enter-
prize; and thefe were to be {o artfully concealed,
that the reader fhould infenfibly imbibe the poifon
without the leaft fufpicion. To prevent difcovery
the error was never to be found where it might
be fuppofed, religion was not only to be refpected,

but even {upported in all dire& difcuflions, though-

fometimes the difcuffion is fo handled, that the
objection they feem to refute, is more forcibly im-
prefled on the mind of the reader. The more to
impofe on the unthinking, D’Alembert and Dide-
rot artfully engaged feveral men of unblemifhed
charafer to partake in this vaft undertaking.
Such was Mr. de Jeaucourt, a man of great learn-
ing and probity, who has furnithed a number of
articlesto the Encyclopedia: his name alone could
have been, , thought a fufficient guarantee againft
all the art and perfidy of its principles; in fhort,
it was declared that all points of religion were to be

E4 difcuffed
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difcuffed by divines, well known for their learning
and orthodoxy. »

All this might have been true, and the work
only prove the more perfidious, D’Alembert
and Diderot referving to themfelves a three-fold
refource to forward théir Antichriftian Confpi-
racy.

Their firft refource, was that of infinuating error
and infidelity into thofe articles deemed the leaft
fufceptible of them ; fuch, for example, as Hiftory,
or Natural Philofophy, even into Chemiftry and
Geography, where fuch danger could not even have

- been furmifed. The fecond was that of references,

an art {o precious, by which after having placed
fome religious truths under the reader’s eye, he is
tempted to {eck further information in arzicles of
a quite different caft. Sometimes the mere refe-

- rence was an epigram or a farcafm. They.would,

after having treated a religious fubje@ with all poi-
Gible refpec, fimply add, See be art. PrejupicE,
Or SUPERSTITION, or FANATICISM; laftly, when
our referring Sophifters feared this thift could not
avail them, they would not hefitate at falfifying and
altering the difcuffion of a virtuous co-operator,
or at adding an article of their own, whofe ap-
parent object was to defend, while the real was to
refute what had already been written on the fub-
je&. Infine,impiety was to be fufficiently veiled

‘ f 5 to
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to make it atractive, while it left place for
excufe and fubterfuge. This was the peculiar
art of our barking fophifter D’Alembert. Diderot,
more daring, was at firft countenanced in the
mad flights of his 1mpr-tv, but in cooler moments,
his articles were to be revifed ; he was then to add
fome apparent reftrition in favour of religion,
fome of thofe high<founding and reverential words,
but which left the whole of the impiety to {ubfift.
If he was above that care, D’Alembert as fuper-
vifor-general, took it upon himfelf.

Peculiar care was to be taken in the redaction
of the 'firt volumes, left the clergy or thofe
men of prejudice, as they were called, thould take
the alarm. As they proceeded in the worle they
were to grow more bold, and if circumftances did
not favor them, nor allow them to fay all they
withed to fay, they were to refort to fupplements,
and to foreign editions, which would at the fame
time render this dangerous work more common,
and lefs coftly to the generality of readers.

57

The Encyclopedia, perpetually recommended

and cried up by the adepts, was to be a franding

book in all libraries, and infenfibly the learned .

_was to be converted into the Antichriftian world.
If the project was well conceived, it was impoflible
to fee one more faithfully executed. :

It is now our duty to lay before the reader;
p1oofs firft as to the fact, fecondly as to the inten-
: tion.

Proofs.
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Asto the tion. TFor the firfl, it will be fufficient to caft the

eye on divers articles of this immenfe collection,
efpecially ‘where the principal tenets of Chrifti-
anity, or even of natural religion are treated, and
to follow them through the divers references the
Sophifters have prepared for the reader. We fhall
find the exiftence of God, free agency, the fpiritu-
ality of the foul, treated in the ftyle of a Chriftian -

philofopher, but a vide DEMONSTRATION, or a vide
CorrupTion will be added, to pervergall that had
been faid; and thofe articles to which D’Alembert
and Diderot more particularly refer the reader, are
exaltly thofe, where the do&rine of the feeptic or
the Spinofift, of the Fatalift or the Materialift, is
chiefly inculcated. = [Sez note at the end of the
Chapter.]

T his cunning could not efcape thofe authors who

~wrote in the defence of religion . - But Voltaire

reforting to calumny, in order to defend their
Encyclopedia, will reprefent thefe authors as
enemies of the ftate, as bad citizenst. Such,
indeed, were his ufual weapons, and had he per-
fetly fucceeded in deceiving people, it would have
been fufficient to have examined his confidential
correfpondence with the very authors of the work,
to be convinced of the wickednefs of their inten-
tions. -

* Sce Religion Vindicated, the writings of Gauchat, of
Bergier, in our Helyian Letters.
4 18th Letter to D’Alembert.

3 At
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At a hundred leagues from Paris, and not
thwarted by the obftaclesD’Alembert had to com-
bat, he often complains, that the attacks are not
fufficiently diret. He is often rufled by certain
reftrictions familiar to D’Alembert, and at length
he breaks out on thofe put to the article BaviE,
D’Alembert anfwers, < This is an idle quarrel in-
<€ deed, on Bayle’s Dictionary. . In the firll place, I

¢ did not (ay, bappy would it have been bhad he [hown
< more reverence to religion and morality. My
<« phrafe is much more modeft: and befides, in
¢ a curfed country like this, where we are wri-
s ting, who does not know that fuch fentences
- < are of mere form and only a cloak to the truths
¢ additionally conveyed. Every one is aware of
Sethat .2 :

During the time that Voltaire was fo much bu-
fied with the articles he fo frequently fent to
D’Alembert for the Encyclopedia, he often com-
plains of his fhackles, and is unable to diffemble
‘how much he defires to attack religion openly,
and writes, < All that T am told about the articles
¢¢ of Divinity and Metaphyfics, grieves me to the
¢ heart ; ob how cruel it is to print the very reverfe
< of whar one thinks 1. But D’Alembert, more
adroit, fenfible of the neceflity of thefe palliatives,
<< Jeft be [bould be looked wpon as a madman by thefe
<< pe wifbed to convert,” forefaw the day when he

a

~

-~

# joth O&. 1764, t Let. of the gth of O&. 1755.
b S could
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could trimphantly ‘anfier, < If mankind is fo

<« much enlightened to-day, it is only becaufe we

<« have had the prccaution, or good fortune, to

<« enlighten them by degrees *.

When Voltaire had fent certain violent artlcles,
under the name of the prieft of Laufanne, D’Alem-
bert would immediately write, © We fhall always
« receive 'with gratitude whatever comes from the
¢ fame hand. We only prayour hetetic to draw
« in his claw a little, as in certain places he has ©
<« fhown his fangs a little too, much. ~ This is the
< pime for flepping back to make the bettﬂr leap -|-
And to thow that he never loft fight of this maxim,
he anfwers Voltaire’s animadverfions on the article
Hrrr: “Without doubt we have feveral wretched
« articles in our divinity and metaphyfics, Juz with
< divines for cenfors and a privilege, I defy you fo
<« make them betier. There are articles /efs expofed
<« where all is fet to rights agam i

Can there be a doubt left of the precife and de-
termined intention of the Encyclopedifts, when
Voltaire exhorts D’Alembert to fnatch the mo-
ment, whilft the attention of government is drawn
off by other concerns. ¢ During this war with
« the parliament. and the Jifbops, the philofophers
« will have fine play. 2ou have a fair opportunity
< of filling the Encyclopedia with thofe truths, that

@

-

¢ 16th July 1762, + zuft July 1757 § Ibid.

({¢ we
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¢ we fhouldnot have dared utter fwenty years ago *.°
Or when he writes to Damilaville, <I can be con-
< cerned for a good dramatic performance, but
¢ could be far more pleafed with a good philofo-
« phical work that fhould for ever cruth the
<< wretch. 1 place all my hopes in the Encyclopedia+.”
After fuch an avowal it would be ufelefs to feek

further proof; of this immenfe compilation being

no other than the grand arfenal for all their fo-
phifticated arms againft religion.
Diderot more open, eveninhisambufhes reluctant-

ly employed cunning. He does not hide how much.

he wifhed, boldly to infert his principles, and his
principles are explained when he writes, « The age
< of Louis XIV. only produced two men worthy
< of co-operating to the Encyclopedia,” and thefe
two men were Perault and Boindin. The merits
of the latter are more confpicuous than thofe of
the former. Boindin, born in 1676, had lately
died a reputed Atheift, and had been refufed
Chriftian burial. = The notoriety of his principles
had fhut the French academy againft him, and with
fuch titles he could not have failed being a worthy
co-operator.

Such then the obje, fuch the intention of the
_confpiring authors. We fee by their own con-
feffion, that they did not with to compile for

- * Let. to D’Alembert, '13th Nov. 1756.
sl fcicnce‘
F o) )
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fcience, but to compile for incredulity ; that it
was not the advancement of arts they {fought, but -
to feize the moment, when the attention of the
ruling authorities were drawn off, to propagate their
impious calumnies againft religion. They hypo-
critically utter fome few religious truths; they
print the contrary of what they believed on Chrifti-
anity, but only the better to cover the fophifms
they printed againft it.
Obftacles  In {pite of all thofe arts, men zealous for reli-
::g g‘;ct;xe gion, forcibly oppofed the work. The Dauphin
Encyelo- in pamcular, obtained a  temporary fufpenfion of
Bl it; and various were the rebuffs the authors met
with. D’Alembert wearied, 'had nearly forfaken
it, when Voltaire, {enfible of the importance of this
firt tool of the confpiracy, roufed his'drooping
courage. He, far from abating, rather redoubled
his efforts, afking for, and inceffantly fending frefh
articles. He would extol perfeverance, he would
fthow D’Alembert and Diderot the ignominy and
thame redounding to their opponents *. He would
- urge them, conjure them by their friendfhip or in
the name of philofophy to overcome their difguft,
andnot to be foiled in fo glorious an undertaking 1.
At length the Encyclopedia was brought to a
conclufion, and it made its appearance under the

J

* See his letters of the years 1755-6. -
+ Letters of sth Sept. 1752, 13th Nov. 1756, and pam~
CLlarly of 8th Jan, 1757,
fan&lon
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fantion of a public pﬁgivilege Triumphant in
their firft fep, the confpirators faw in it but the
forerunner. of their future fucceffes againft re-
ligion. _

Left any one fhould doubt of the particular
drift of this compilation ; the reader muft be in-
formed of the co-operators chofen by D’Alembert
and Diderot, and that efpecially for the re-
ligious part. Their firft divine was Raynal, a
man juft expelled from the order of the Jefuits on
account of his impiety, his chief and ftrongeft re-
commendation to D’Alembert. Every one un-
fortunately knows how much he verified the judge-
ment of his former brethren, by his atrocious de-
clamations againft Chriftianity ; but few are ac-
quainted with the anecdote of his expulfion from
among the co-operators, and that connects his ftory
with that of another divine, who, without being
impious himfelf, had been unfortunately drawn into
the company of the Sophifters.

- This was the Abbé Yvon, an odd metaphyfician,
but an inoffenfive and upright man ; often in ex-
treme indigence, and living by his pen, when he
thought he could do it with decency. In the fim-
- plicity of his heart he had written The Deferce of
the Abbé d¢ Prades. 1 have heard him affert that
not a fingle error could be found in that work,
and on the firft argument give up the point. With
the famc fimplicity I have heard him relate, by

what
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what means he had co-operated tothe Encyclopediz.
« T was in want of money, (faid he); Raynal
« met me and perfuaded me to write a few articles,
¢« promifing me a good reward, I acceded, and

<« my work delivered at Raynal’s ftudy, I received
(S

-~

twenty-five Louis-d’ors.  Thinkingmyfelf very
¢ well paid, I imparted my good fortune to one
«c of the bookfellers employed for the Encyclope-
« dia, who feemed much furprifed that the arti-
< cles furnithed by Raynal, fhould not be his own.

<« He was furious at the trick he furmifed. 'Afew
€

-

n

days after I was fent for to the office 5 and Ray-

-

nal, who had received a thoufand crowns for his
<« pretended work, was obliged to refund me the
¢ hundred Louis-d’ors he had kept for himfelf.”

This anecdote will not furprife thofe who are
acquainted  with Raynal’s plagiary talents. His
impiety was not fufficient to prevent his difmif-
ficn, but it preferved him within the pale of the
fraternal embrace. <

- T muft add, that the articles on Gop and on the
Sout, furnifhed by the Abbé Yvon, are exactly :
thofe which grieved Voltaire to the heart, and for
which, D’Alembert and Diderot were obliged to
have recourfe to their art of references. .

The third divine, or as D’Alembert ftyles him
the fecond, for he never dared mention Yvon
to Voltaire, was the Abbé de Prades, obliged to
fly to Pruffia, on his attempt to impofe on the
Sorbonne
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Sorbonne in advancing his own impious propofi-

tions for thofe of religion. It was the cunning of

this thefis which had mifled the Abbé Yvon, but
foon difcovered, the parliament took it up. The
author, neverthelefs, was put under the protetion
of the King of Pruffia, by Voltaire and D’Alem-
bert *. '

We alfo owe to the memory of De Prades to re-
peat, what his protectors would willingly conceal;

that three years after, he publicly retracted all his

“errors in a declaration figned the 6th of April
1754, bewailing his intimacy with the Sophifters,
adding, that one life could not fuffice to weep bis paft
conduct 1+ he died in 1782. :

Another of their divines was the Abbé Morelet,
a man precious to Voltaire and D’Alembert, who
playing on his name called him the Abbé Mord-les
(bite them), becatfe under pretence of attack-
ing the Inquifition, he had fallen on (bitten) the
church with all his might . ,

Should we enumerate the lay writers who co-
operated in this work, we fhould find far worfe.
But we will only mention the famous Dumarfais, at
the fame time fo infamous, that the public autho-

& Correfpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, let. 2
and 3.
+ Feller’s Hift. Dict. :
. 1 Correfpondence of D’ Alembert, No. 65 and 96 : Let. to
Thiriot, 26th Jan. 1762. '
Vol. I E : rities
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rities were obliged to interfere and deftroy a fchool

‘he had formed, folely to imbibe his pupils with

the venom of his impiety. This unfortunate man
alfo retraéted his errors, but only on his death-bed.

The choice of this man’s pen, fhows what co-ope-

rators D’Alembert fought.

Far be it from me, to confound, in this clafs, fuch
men as M. de Formey or Jaucourt, particularly the
latter, to whom, as we have already faid, they were
indebted for many articles. The only reproach
we can make him, is that he fhould have continued
his labours, after he either did or fhould have feen
the drift of that vaft compilation, where inter-
mixed with his toils, lay all the fophifms and ca-
lumnies impiety could invent.

Excepting thefe two men, we may nearly com-
prehend the reft of the Encyclopedian writers, in
the following picture, drawn®by Diderot himfelf,
¢ All that deteftable crew, who, though perfectly
« jgnorant, valued themfelves on knowing every
¢ thing, who feeking to diftinguith themfelves by
« that vexatious univerfality they pretended to,
< fell upon every thing, jumbled and {poiled all,
« and converted this pretended digeft of fcience
< into @ gulph, or vather a fort of rag-bofket, where
< they promifcuonfly threw every thing balf examined,
« ill digefted, good, bad, and indifferent, but al-
 aays incoberent,’ What a precious avowal as
to the intrinfic merit of their work ; efpecially

after

n
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after what he fays as to their views, in deferibing

 the pains they had taken, the torments it had put
them to, the art it had required to.infinuate what
they dared not openly write againft prejudices
(religion), in order to overthrow them without
Being perceived *,

In fine, all thefe follies of the rag-dealers, con-
tributed to the bulk and accelerated the appear-
ance of the volumes; the chiefs carefully in-
ferting, in each volume, what could promote the
grand obje&. At length terminated, all the
trumpets founded, and the journals of the party
teemed with the praifes of this literary atchieve-
ment.  The learned themfelves were duped.

67

Every one would have an Encyclopedia. Nume-

rous were the editions, of all fizes and prices, but
under the pretence of correting, greater bold-
nefs was aflumed. ©About the time, when the
antichriftian revolution was nearly accomplifhed,
appeared ‘The Encyclopedia by order of Matier.
When it was firtt undertaken, fome deference

was ftill paid to religion. A man of eminent

merit, Mr. Bergier, a canon of Paris,” thought it
incumbent on him to yield to the preffing folici-
tations of his friends, left the part treating of reli-
gion, fhould fall into the hands of its greateft ene-
mics. What was eafy to forefee came to pafs.

* The text in the original is far more extenfive, where
Diderot treats of the deficiencies of the Encyclopedia, but not
having it at hand, we quote from Feller’s Hift. Di&. art.

DiperoT,
' 1975 The
£

A new-
Encyclo-
pedia.



63

Devices
of the
Encyclo~
pedia on
thear-
ticle

Gobo.

THE ANTICHRISTI&N CONSPIRACY,

The name of a man, who had combated the im-
pious works of a Voltaire or a Rouffeau, naturally
ferved as a cloak to this new digelt, ftyled The
Encyclopedia methodifed. 'This was on the eve of
the French revolution, fo-that the petty infidels
charged with the work, kept no further bounds
with regard to religion. This new work is more
completely impious than the former, notwithftand-
ing fome excellent trafs of Mr. Bergier and of
fome others; and thus the Sophifters of the day

perfected the firft tool of the Antichriftian confpi-
rators.

Note referred to in Page §8.

Look for the article Gop (Geneva edition) and you will
find very found notions, together with the direct, phyfical
and metaphyfical demonftration of his exiftence ; and indeed
under fuch an article it would have been too manifeft to have
broached any thing even bordering on Atheifm, Spinofifm,
or Epicurifm ; but the reader is referred to the article
DemonsTRATION, and there all the phyfical and meta-
phyfical cogent arguments for the exiftence of 2 God difappear.
We are there taught, that all dire¢t demonftrations fuppofe he
idea of infinitude, and that fuch an idea cannot be of the cearefl,
either for the Naturalift or the Metaphyfician. This in a word
deftroys all confidence the reader had in the proofs adduced
of the exiftence of God. There again, they are pleafed to -
tell you, that a fingle infe, in the eyes of the philofopher,
more forcibly proves tke exiftence of a God, than all the meta-
phylical arguments awhatever (ibid.)s but you are then referred
to CorruUPTION, Where you learn how much you are to
beware of afferting in a pofitive manner, that corruption can

never
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never beget animated bodies, and that fuch a produ&ion of
animated bodies by corruption, feems to be countenanced by
daily experiments; and ‘it is from thefe experiments precifely,
that the Atheifts conclude, that the exiftence of God 1is un-
neceflary, either for the creation of man or animals. Pre-
poffefled by thefe references, againft the exiftence of God, let
the reader turn to the articles of ExcycLorEDIA and
Ericurism, In the former he will be told, zhat there is
0 being in nature that can be called the firft or laft, and that ¢
machine infinite in every way muft neceffarily be the Deity,  In the
latter the atom is to be the Deity. It will be the primary
caufe of all things, by whom and of whom, every thing is,
altive, effentially of itfelf, alone unalterable, alone eternal, alone
immutable; and thus the reader will be infenfibly led from
the God of the Gofpel to the heathenifh fitions of an Epi-
curus or of*a Spinofa.

- The fame cunning is to be found in the article of the
Sour. Whenthe Sophifters treat directly of its effence they
_give the ordinary proofs of its Jpirituality and of its immorta-
lity. They will even add in the article Brure, that the
foul cannot be fuppoled material, nor can the bruie be reduced
20 the quality of @ mere machine, without running the hazard of
making of man an Automaton. And under Narural Law
we read, that if the determinations of man, or even his ofcil-
lations, arife from any thing material, extrancous to his joul,
there will be neither good nor evil, neither juft nor unjuft, neither
obligation nor- right. 'Then referred to the article Locke,
in order to do away all this confequence, we are told that
it is of no importance wbether matter thinks or not, for what is
that o juftice or injuftice, to the immoriglity of the foul and to
all the truths of the Jyftem, awhether political or religious; the
reader, enjoying the liberty and equality of his reafon, is
left in doubt with regard to the fpirituality, and no longer
knows whether he fhould not think himfelf all matter. But

he will decide when, under the article ANiMAL, he finds
E3 that

On the
article
of the

Uile
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that life and animation are only phyfical properties of matter, and

oft he fhould think himfelf debafed by his refembling a plant
)r an animal, to confole him in his fall, they will tell’ him,
article Excycrorzvia and ANimaL, that the only dif-
ference between certain vegetables, and animals fuch as us, is,
that they fleep and that e avake, that ae are animals that feel,
and that they are animals that feel not; and fill further in the
article AnimAL, that the fole difference betaeen a flock and
2 man, is, that the one ever falls, while the latter never falls
after the fame manner.  After perufing thefe articles bona fide,
the reader muft be infenfibly drawn into the vortex of mate-
rialifm.

In treating of Liberty or free agency, we find the fame
artifice. When they treat of it direttly, they will fay,
< Take away liberty, all human nature is overthrown, and
« there will be no trace of order in fociety—Recompenfe
will be ridiculous, and chaftifement unjuft.—The ruin of
1ibcr(y'carries with it, that of all order, of police, and
legitimates the moft monftrous crimes—So monftrous a
doé‘trine“ia‘;lg*t to be debated in the {chools, but punifhed
< by the magiftrates, &c. Oh, Lilerty! they exclaim, 0b,
< Liberty, gift of beaven! Ob, Liberty of adion! Ob, Libersy
¢ of thought! thou aloneart capable of great things.”” [See
ariicles AUTHORITY andibe PRELIMINARY Discoursk. ]
Bat at the article Ca ax c e (fortuit) all this liberty of action
and of thought is only a power that cannot be exercifed, that
cannot be known by afual cxsrrzﬁ; and Diderot at the article
Evipence pretending to fupport liberty will very properly
fay,  This concatenation of caufes and effects fuppofed by
«< the philofophers, in order to form ideas reprefenting the
< mechanifm of the Univerfe,, is as fabulous as the Tritons
« and the Naiads.” But both him and D’Alembert will
defcant again on that concatenation, and returning. to

«

«

€«

««

- Cuance (fortwit), willtell us < That though it is inper-

¥ ceptible, it is mot the lefs real; that it comneds all things

uin
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e in nature, that all events depend on it; juft as the wheels of
< the watch, as to their motion, depend on each'other : that

-~

¢ from the firt moment of our exiftence, we are by 70 means
< mafters of our motions; that were there a thoufand worlds
< fimilar to this, and fimultaneoufly exifting, governed by
< the fame laws, every thing in them would be done in the
“ fame way ; and that man in virtue of thefe fame lawws, would
<< perform at the fame inffants of time, the [ame actions, in each
« one of thefe worlds.” This will naturally convince, the
uninformed reader, of the chimera of fuch a liberty or free
agency, which cannot be exercifed. Not content with this,
Diderot at the article FatariTy, after a long differtation
on this concatenation of caufes, ends by faying, that it cannot
be contefted either in the phyfical world, nor in the moral and
intelletual world. Hence what becomes of that liberty withoug

which there no longer exifts juf or unjuft, obligation ot right.

Thefe examples will fuffice to convince the reader of the
truth of what we have aflerted, as to the artful policy with
which the Encyclopedia had been digefted; they will fhow
with what cunning its authors fought to fpread the principles
of Atheifm, Materialifm and Fatalifm, in fine, every error
incompatible with that religion, for which they profeﬂ'cd fo
great a reverence at their outfet.

by " clp
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CHAP. V.

Second means of the Confpirators.—The Extinition of :
ihe Fefuits.

HE hypocrify of Voltaire and D’Alembert,

had triumphed over every obftacle. They

had fo perfc@ly fucceeded in their abufe on every
perfon who dared oppofe the Encyclopedia, re-
prefenting them as barbarians and enemies to Ii-
terature ; ~ they had found fuch powerful fupport
during the fucceflive miniftries of D’Argenfon,
Choifeul and Malefherbes, that all the oppofition of
the great Dauphin, of the clergy and of the religi-
ous writers, could notavail, and this impious digeft
was in future to be looked upon as a neceffary
work. It was to be found in every library, whe-
ther at home or abroad, it was always to be refer-
red to. From thence the fimple mind in queft of
{cience, was to imbibe the poifon of incredulity,
and the Sophifter was to be furnithed with arms
againft Chriftianity. The confpirators, -though
proud of their firft invention, could not diffemble,
that there exifted a fet of men whofe zeal, whofe
learning, whofe weight and authority, might one
day countéra& their undertaking. The church
was
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was defended by her bifhops and all the lower
clergy. They had, moreover, numerous orders
of religious, always ready to join the feculars for
her defence in the caufe of Chriftianity. But be-
fore we treat of the means employed for the de-
ftrution of thefe defenders of the faith, we muft fhow
the plan formed by Frederick, whence they re-
 folved on the deftru@tion of the Jefuits, as the firft
{frep towards difmantling the church, the deftruttion
of her bithops and of her different orders of
priefthood.

In the year 1743, Voltaire had been fent on
fecret fervice to the court of Pruffia and among
his difpatches from Berlin, we find the follow
ing writen to the minifter Amelot. < In the laft
« interview I had with his Pruffian majefty, I fpoke
« to him of a pamphlet that appeared in Hol-
¢ land about fix weeks back, in which the fecula-

-~

-

« rization of ecclefaftical principalities in favour
s of the Emperor and Queen’ of Hungary, was
¢« propofed asthe means of pacification for the Em-
« pire. I told him that I could wifh, with all my
¢ heart, to fee it take place; that what was Cefar’s
« yyas to be given to Cafar; that the whole bufi-
« nefs of the church was to fupplicate God and
¢ the princes ; that by his inftitution, the Bene-
¢ difine would have no claim to {overeignty, and
that this decided opinion of mine, had gained me
¢ many enemics among the clerey. He owned

s that

-~

-

€

-

Frede-
rick’s firfk
plan to
over-
throw the
church,
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4

-

that the pamphl:t bad been printed by bis orders.
« He hinted that he fhould not diflike to be one
« of thofe kings, to whom the clergy would con-
« {cientioufly make reftitution, and that he thould
« not be forry to embellith Berlin with the goods
of the church.  This is moft certainly his grand

-

(¢

-

« objed, and he means only to make peace, when
« he fees the poffibility of accomplifhing it. It

€

a

is in your breaft, to prudently profit of this his
« fecret plans, which he confided to me alone *.”
Rt of It was at this period that the court of Lewis
;}:’ir}’e‘“ XV. began to be overrun with minifters, who
court of thought on religious matters, like a Voluire ora
Vesfailles g derick.  They had no ecclefiaftical ftates,
: no ecclefiaftical eleGors to pillage, but the pof-
{=fions of the numerous religious orders difperfed
through France,’ could fatiate their rapacity, and
they conceived that the plan of Frederick, could
be equally lucrative to France. The Marquis
D’Argenfon, counfellor of ftate and minifter of fo--
reign affairs, was the great patron of Voltaire.
D'Argen- It was he who adopted all his ideas, and formed
fon'splan. e plan for the deftruétion of all religious orders
in France. The progtefs of the plan was to be
flow and fucceffive, left it thould fpread the alarm,
They were to begin with thofe orders that were
leaft numerous, they were to render the entrance
into religion more difficult, and the time of their

 General correfpondence, 8th O&, 1743
Gv sl pro-
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profeﬁions was to be delayed until that age, when
people are already engaged in fome other ftate of
life. The poflefiions of the fupprefled was arc-
fully to be adapted to fome pious uf, or uniced
to the epifcopal revenues, Time was to do away
all difficulties, and the day was not far off, when,
as lord paramount, the fovereign was to put in his
claim to all that belonged to the fupprefled orders,
even to what had been united, for the moment, to
the fees of the bithops; the whole was to be
added to his domains.

- That the French miniftry often changed, but
that the plans of the cabinet never did; and that
‘it always watched the favorable opportunity, was
the remark of a threwd and obferving legate. The
plan, for the deftruction of religious orders, had
been made by D’Argenfon, in the year 174§,
though forty years after it lay on the chimney-
piece of Maurepas, then prime minifter. I owe
this anecdote to a perfon of the name of Bevis?*; a
learned Beneditine, and in fuch high repute with
Maurepas, that he often prefled him to leave his
hood, promifing ‘him preferment as a fecular.
The Benediine refufed fuch offers, and it was not
without furprife, that he heard Maurepas tell him,
in prefling him to accept his offer, #bat feculariza-
tion would one day be bis lots he then gave him
D’ Argenfor’s plan, which had long been followed
and would foon be accomplifhed.

# He is at prefent in Loadon, ;
Avarice

75
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Avarice alone could not have- fuggefted this
plan, as the mendicant orders, as well as the more
wealthy, were equally to be deftroyed.

It would have been nugatory to attempt, the ex-
ecution before the Encyclopedian fophifters had
preparcd the way ;- it was thcrefore dormant many
years in the ftate offices at Verfilles. In the
mean time the Voltarian miniftry, foftering up in-
fidelity, pretended to ftrike, while they fecretly
fupported the fophiftical tribe. They forbid
Voltaire the entrance of Paris, while iz amaze-
ment be receives a feroll of ihe king, confirming his
penfion, which bad been fuppreffed twelve years be-
fore * I He carries on his correfpondence with the
adepts, under the covers and the very feal of the
firlt fecretaries and of the minifters themfelves,
who were perfectly converfant with all his impious
plans t. It was this very part of the Antichriftian
Confpiracy that Condorcet was wont to defcribe
when he fays: « Often a government would re-
¢« ward the philofopher with one hand, whilft
<« with the other it would pay his flanderer ;
¢« would profcribe him, while they were proud of
¢ the foil that had given him birth; punithed
< him for his opinions, but would have blufhed
« not to have partaken of them f.” :

-

* Let. to Damilaville, gth Jan. 1762.
+ Let. to Marmontel, 13th Aug. 1760.
§ Condorcet’s Sketch on Hiftory, gth Epoche
This
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This perfidious underftanding between the mi- Choifenl’s
nifters of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and the An- Rz(iz;‘,
tichriftian Confpirators, haftened their progrefs, ¥ith the
S 4 .~ Sophi-
when the moft impious and moft defpotic of mi- frers.
nifters, judged that the time was come when the
decifive blow could be ftruck. This minifter was
the Duke of Choifeul ; during the whole time of
his power he was the faichful adept and admirer of
Voltaire, who fays: « Don’t fear oppofition from
“cc the Duke of Choifeul; Irepeat it, I don’t mil-
¢ Jead you, he will be proud of ferving you *:” or
to Marmontel, ¢ We have been a little alarmed
« by certain panics, but never was fright fo un-
« founded. The Duke de Choifeul and Mad. de
¢ Pompadour know the opinions of the uncle and
« of the niece. Youmay fend any thing without
« danger.” In fine, he was fo fecure in the duke’s
prote&ion againtt the Sorbonne and the church,
that he would exclaim, <« The miniftry of France
< for ever ; long live the Duke de Chotfenl .

This confidence of the premier chief was well
placed in Choifeul, who had adopted and taken up
all the plans of D’Argenfon. The miniftry prog- Refolves
nofticared a great fource of riches to the ftate, in g’;gﬁ) -
the deftrution of the religious, though many of of the Je-
them did not feek in that, the deftruction of reli- fuigy: Wy

he begins
gion ; they even thought fome of them neceffary withthem.

~

#* Let, to D’Alembert, No. 68, anno 1760
4 Let. to Marmontel, 13th Aug, 1760, and 2d Sept, 1767-

and
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and the Jefuits were excepted.  Unfortunately thefe
were exactly the men by whom Choifeul withed
to begin, and his intention was already known by
the following anecdote :—Choifeul, one day, con-.
verfing with three ambaffadors, one of them faid,
If I ever chance .to be in power, I will certainly
deftroy all religious orders excepring the Jefuits,

for they are at leaft ufeful to education. < As for
« my part (anfwered Choifeul), I will deftroy

« none but the Jefuits ; for, their education once

<« deftroyed, all the other religious orders will fall
« of themfelves,” and his policy was deep!

There can be no doubt but what deftroying the

order, in whofe hands the majority of the colleges

were at that time, would be ftriking at the very

root of that Chriftian education, which prepared

fo many for the religious ftate ; thetefore, in fpite

of the exception, Choifeul ftill fought to fivay the

council by his opinion.

The Jefuits were tampered with, but in vain;
fo far from acceding to the deftruction of the
other orders, they were foremoftin their defence ;
they pleaded the rights of the church; they fup-
ported them with all their weight, whether in
their writings or their difcourfe.  This gave occa-
fion to Choifeul to remonftrate with the council,
and to perfuade them, if they withed to procure
to the ftate, the immenfe refources of the religious -

: poffzflions,
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pofleflions, that it was neceffary to begin with the
deftruction of the Fefuits.

/This anecdote T only cite, as having heard it
among the Jefuits, but their fubfequent expulfion
ftrongly corroborates its veracity. Whether thefe
religious deferved their fate or not, is alien to
my fubje&; I only with to point out the hand
that ftrikes, and the men who D’Alembert fays
gave the orders for their deftruction. Treating of
this Antichriftian Confpiracy, I have ‘only to af-
certain whether their deftruction was not conceiv-
ed, urged and premedirated, by the fophiftical con-
fpirators, as a means powerfully tending to the de-
firu®ion of Chriftianity. Let us then examine
what that body of men really was, and how ne-
ceffarily odious they muft have been to the con-
fpirators, from their general reputation. Let us,
above all, hear the Sophifters themfelves; let us
fee how much they interefted themfelves in their
deftruction.

The Jefuits were a body of twenty thoufund \what the
men, fpread through all Catholic countries, and ‘JVE::“
particularly charged with the education of youth.
They did not for that neglet the other duties of
the ecclefiattic, and were bound by a particular
vow, to go as miffionaries to any part of the globe, -
if fent to preach the gofpel. From their youth,
brought up to the ftudy of literature, they had

produced numberlefs authors, but more particu-
larly:
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Jarly divines, who immediately combated any er-
ror, that might fpring up in the church. Latterly
they were_chiefly engaged in France againft the
Janfenifts and Sophifters, and it was their zeal in
the defence of the church, that made the King
of Pruffia ftyle them the The Life-guards of the
Pope *. :
 When fifty French prelates, cardinals, arch-
bifhops or bithops, affembled, were confulted by
Louis XV. on the propriety of deftroying the
order, they exprefsly anfwered: ¢ The Jefuits
« are of infinite fervice to us in our diocefes,
¢ whether for preaching or the dire&tion of the
« faithful, to revive, preferve and propagate faith
¢ and piety, by their miffions, congregations and
¢ fpiritual retreats, which they make with our ap-
¢ probation, and under our authority. For thefe
¢ reafons we think, Sire, that to prohibit them
from inftru&ting, would effentially injure our
¢ diocefes, and that it would. be difficult to re-
¢ place them with equal advantage in the inftruc-
tion of youth, and more particularly {o, in thofe
provincial towns where there are no univerfi-
iy

Such in general was the idea entertained of them

-

-

”n

-~

”

”

”
-

”

”

-

€

”

<

“in all Catholic countries ; it is effential to the read-

er to be acquainted with it, that he might under-

* Let, of the King of Praffia to Voltaire, No, 154, anno
1767, + Opinion of the Bifhops, 1761.

ftand
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_ {tand of what 'importance their deftrution was to
the Sophiflers. At the time, the Janfenifts had the &
honor of it, and indeed they were very ardent in
the fuccefs. But the Duke de Choifeul, and
the famous courtezan La Marquife de Pompa-
dour, who then held the deftiny of France, under
the fhadow and in the name of Louis XV, were
not more partial to the Janfenifts than to the Je-
fuits. Both ' confidants of Voltaire, they were
confequently initiated in all the myfteries of the
Sophifters *, and Voltaire; as he fays ,himfelf;
would willingly have feen all the Fefuits af the boi~
tom of the fea, each with a Janfenift hung to his
neck 1.

The Janfenifts were nothing more than the
hounds employed in the general hunt by Choifeul,
the Marquife de Pompadour and the Sophifters.
The Minifter, {purred on by his impiety, the
' marquife, withing to revenge the 1nﬁ11t, as fhe cal-
led it, received from Pere Sacy 2 Jefuit. This
father had refufed her tl1e_facraments, unlefs by
quitting the court, fhe would in fome fort atone
for the public fcandal fhe had given, by her coha~
bitation with Louis XV. But if we judge by
- Voltaire’s letters, they neither of them needed
much ftimulation, as they both had always been
great protectors of the Sophifters, and the mini-

~* Let, of Voltaire to Marmontel, 13th Aug 1760.

) -f Let. to Chabanon,
i fter
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fter had always favored their intrigues as. far as he

. could, confiftently” with circumftances and poli=

tics ¥, The following pages will thow thefe in-
tlwues, and we thall begin by D’ Alcmbelt, who

D’Alem- writes in the moftfanguine manner on their future

bert’s
avowal
on their
deltruc-
tion,

vidory over the Jefuits, and on the immenfe
advantages ‘to be derived to the confpiracy by
their downfall. < You are perpetually repeating,
< Crufb the wretch 5 for God’s fake let it fall head~

-« long of itfelf! Do you know what Aftruc fays?

« Tt is not the Janfenilts that are killing the Je-
< fuits, but the Encyclopedia. Yes, zounds! it
¢'is the Encyclopedia, and that is not unlikely. |
<« This fcoundrel of an Aftruc is a fecond Pafquin,
< he fometimes fays good things.  For my part I
% f{ve every thing in the brighteft colours : 1 fore-
« fee the Janfenifts naturally dying off the next
«year, after having ftrangled the Jefuics this;
< toleration eftablithed, the Proteftants recalled,
« the priefls married, confefiion abolifhed; and
« fanaticifim (religion) ¢rufbed, and all this without
« its evenbeing perceived +.”

The very words of the confpirators fhow what
part they had in the deftruétion of the Jefuits.
They were the true caufe ; we fec what advantage
they hoped to reap from it ; they had kindled the
hatred, they had procured the death warrant, ‘The

* Let. from Voltaire to Marmontel, 21-Aug. 1767.
4 Let, 100,

A ; : : ,Janflenifts
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Janfenifts were to ferve the confpirators, but fall

themfelves, when no more wanted, The Cal-
vinifts were to be recalled, but only to perifhin

their turn.  To ftrike at the whole Chriftian re-
ligion was their aim, and impiety with its fophif~
ters, was {olely to range throughout the unbelieving
world.’ ‘
D’Alembert fniles at the blinded parliaments,
feconding with all their power the -plans of the
confpirators. It is in this idea he writes to Vol-
- taire: « The laugh is no longer on the fide of the
< Jefuits, fince they have fallen out with the
<t philofophers ; at prefent they are at open war
¢ with the parliament, who find that the fociety
< of Jefus is contrary to human fociety. This

~

« fame fociety of Jefus finds on its fide, that the

¢ order of the parliament is not within the order
< of thofe who have common fenfe, and philyo-
< phy would decide that both the fociety of Fefus
< gnd the parlicment are in the right *.*  Or again,
when he writes to Voltaire : ¢ The evacuation of
< the college of Louis le Grand (the Jefuirs Col-
¢ lege at Paris) ‘is of more importance to' us
¢ than that of Martinico. Upon my word this is
¢ becoming ferious, and the people of the parlia-
< ment don’t mince the matter. They think they
< are ferving religion, while they are forwarding

-

-~

-~

* Letter 3, 1761. ‘
hn s “ regfon
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€ yeafon without the leaff [fufpicion. ‘They are
¢ the public executioners, who take their orders
< from philofophy without knowing it *.”  Wrapped
up in his idea, when he fees the Encyclopedian
commands nearly executed, he openly avows the
caufe of his revenge ; he even implores Heaven,
left his prey fhould efcape him. <« Philofophy
& (fays he) is on the eve of being revenged of
¢ the Jefuits, but who will avenge it of the other
« fanatics. Pray God, dear brother, that reafon
¢« may triumph even in our days +.”

And this day of triumph comes, he proclaims
the long-concerted exploit : < Atlength, he cries,
¢ on the fixth of next month, we fhall be deli-
<¢ yered from all thatJefuitical rabble, but will rea-

% fon for that, have gained, or zhe wretch have loft

« ground §.”
Thus we fee, under this fhocking fmmula, the
deftruétion of Chriftianity is linked. with that of

‘the Jefuits. D’Alembert was fo much convinced of

the importance of their triumph over that order,

_ that hearing one day of Voltaire’s pretended grati-

tude to his former matters, he immediately wrote
to him, «“ Do you know what I was told yefter-
« day, that you began to pity the Jefuits, that
¢ you was almoft tempted to write in their favor,
« as if it were poffible to intereft any one in fa-

# Let.100.  § Let. go, anno 1761, t Let: 1oz,
« yor
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vor of people, on whom you have caft fo much
¢ ridicule.  Believe me, let us bave no buman weak=
nefs. Let the Janfenitical rabble rid us of the
¢ Jefuitical, and do not prevent one {pider from

A " n
-

-~

« devouring another*.””

Nothing was lefs founded than this alarm, Vol- Avowal
taire was not the writer of the conclufions drawn f:irz.d-
by the: Attorney-Generals of the Parliament, as
P’Alembert had been informed, who him{elf had
been the author of Mr. de la Chalotais, the moft
artful and virulent piece that appeared againft the
Jefuits, Voltaire however was not lefs active in
compofing and circulating memorials againft
them .o : :

If he fulpedted any great perfonage of protect-
ing the Jefuits, he would write and ufe his utmoft
endeavours to diffuade them. It was for that he
" wrote to the Marefchal de Richeliey, < I have
¢ been told, my Lord, that you had favored the
«¢ Jefuits at Bourdeaux. Try to deftroy whatever
« influence they may have §.” Thus again he did
not blufh to upbraid Frederick himfelf, with having
' offered an afylum to thefe unfortunate vi&ims of
their plots |. Fullas rancorous as D’Alembert,
he Would"cxprelfs his joy at their misfortunes in the
fame grofs abufe, and his letters fhow with what

*# Let, 15th of Sept. 1762.
+ Let. to the Marquis D’Argence de Dirac, 26th Feb.
Cpazen Let. of the z7th Nov. 1761, || sthNov. 1773,

&g adepts

L]
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‘adepts he fhared it. © ¢ T rejoice with my brave

«. chevalier (he would write to the Marg. de Viclle-
« ville) on the expulfion of the Jefuits; Japan
¢ Jed the way in driving out thofe knaves of Loy-
« ola; China followed the example of Japan,and
¢« France and Spain have imitated the Chinefe.
¢ Would to God that all the monks were fwept
¢ from the face of the earth, they are no better
¢ than thofe knaves of Loyola. If the Sorbonne
¢ was fuffered to act, it would be worfe than the
¢ Jefuits,  One is furrounded with monfters: we
s embrace our worthy chevalier, and exhort him
¢ to conceal his march from the enemy *.”

- What examples does the philofophift of Ferney
adduce ! The cruelties of a Taikofama, who, in
expelling and crucifying the miffionary Jefuits,
alfo murders thoufands and thoufands of his {fub-
jedts, in order to irradicate Chriftianity. The
Chinefe, lefs violent indeed, but with whom every
perfecution againft the miffionaries, has always
been followed or preceded by a prohibition to
preach the gofpel. Can the man build upon fuch
authorities,” without forming the fame with ?

~ It is to be remarked that Voltaire dares not cite
the example of Portugal or of itsqrprant Car-
valho t. The truth is, that w;th the  reft of

e ML .

~

”

R Europe,
* 27th April, 1767. .

+ I have feen well-informed perfons, who thought that the
perfecution in Portugal was not entirely unconneéted with
- the
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Europe, he is obliged to confefs, that the conduct
of this minifter ‘in Portugal, with regard to the

Father Malagrida and the pretended confpiracy of

the Jefuits, was the fummit of ridicule and the excefs
of horror *. :

It is alfo worthy of remark, that the confpiring
Sophifters fpared no pains to throw- the odium of
the affaffination of Louis XV. on the Jefuits, and’
more - particularly Damilaville, whom Voltaire
anfwers in the following manner : « My brethren,
$¢ you may eafily perceive that I have not {pared
< the Jefuits. But pofterity would revolt againft
¢ me in their favor, were I to accufe them of a
¢ crime of which: all Europe and Damien has
¢ cleared them. I fhould debafe myfelf inta the

o

Pl
/

the confpiracy of the Sophifters. That it was only a firft
efflay of what might be afterwards attempted againft the
whole body. This might be. The politics and power of

}ChoiAfeuI and the chara&er of Carvalho, could add weight to

this opinion. I candidly confefs I have no proof of their
{ecret co-operations ; and befides, the ferocious wickednefs of
Carvalho, has been fet in fo ttrong a light, he was the mur-
derer and jailor of fo many vi&ims declared innocent by the
decree of the $th of April 1771, that it would be ufelefs to
feek any other ftimulator than his own heart, in that fhock-

- ing feries of cruelties which diftinguifhed his miniftry. See

the Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Marg. of Pombal. The Difeourf,
on Hiftory by the Comte D’ Albon.
- * Voltaire’s Age of Louis XV. chap. 33.

G e« vile
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vile echo of the 7myeizz/z’;, were 1 to fpeak
otherwife *.”

Notwithftanding\the incoherency in their ac-

cufations againft the Jefuits, D’Alembert, certain
~of Volraire’s zeal in this warfare, fends him his
 pretended biftory of thefe Religious; a work, of
~ whofe hypocrify, his own pen is the beft gnarantee,
when he fpeaks of it as a means for the grand
object. « I recommend this ‘work to your pro-

(43

& 7

€<
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-

tection (he writes to Voltaire), I really believe

it will be of fervice to the common caufe, and

that fuperffition notwithftanding the many bows
I pretend to make before it, will not fare the

better for it. Was I, like'you, far from Paris,

fo give it o [ound threfbing, I would certainly do

1E with all my heart, with all my foul, with all
my ftrength, infine, as they tell us, we are to love

God. But, placed as I am, 7 muft content myfelf
with giving a few fillips, apologizing for the

great liberty taken, and I do not think but what

I have hit it off pretty well t.”

« Could the reader for a moment forget his
indignation at the profligacy of the ' fiyle, would

 not the hypocrify, the profound diffinulation, of

which thefe Sophifters fpeak fo lightly, roufe it
ancw; if the annals of hiftory fhould ever be
compulfed, it would be in vain to feek a confpi-

* Let. to Damilaville, 2d March, 1763.
4 3d January, 1765, L
_racy
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racy whofe intrigues, whofe cunning was of a
deeper hue, and that from its own confeffion.

As to Frederick, during the whole of this
warfare, his conduct is fo fingular, that his words
alone can give a proper idea of it. He would

89

Avowal
and
ftrange
conduct
of Frede-

call the Jefuits, The life-guards of the coury off Rome, yick,

the grenadiers of Religion; and_as fuch hated them,

and triumphed with the reft of the confpirators in_

their defeat. But he alfo beheld in them 2 body
of men ufeful and even neceffary to his ftate ; as fuch
he fupported them feveral years after their deftruc-
tion; was deaf to the repeated folicitations\ofVoi-

taire and his motley crew. One could be 1lmo(’c'

tempted to think he liked them ; he openly writes
to Voltaire, « I have no reafon to complain of
s¢ Ganganell;, he hds left me my dear Jefuits,
« who are the obje@s of univerfal perfecution.
< T will preferve a feed of fo prcc'ious and un-

~

.« commion a plant, to furnith thofe who may wifh
« to cultvate it hereafter *.” He would even
enter in a fort of juftification, with Volaire, on his

" conduc, o oppofite to the views of the party.
« However much a heretic, and fill more an infic
¢ del, fays he, I have preferved that order after
« 4 fafhion, and for the following reafons :

¢« Not one Cathohc man of letters is to be
& found m thefe regions, ‘except among * the

# sth July, 1770,

< Jefuits,
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Jefuits. . We had nobody capable of keeping
fchools, \We had no Oratorian Fathers, no'
Purifts (P]nrlﬁes or Fathers of charity- {c hools);
there was no alternatwe, the deftru&tion of
our dchools, or the prefervation of the Jefuits.
< Tt was neceffary that the order fhould {ubfift to
furnifh profeflors, where they dropped off; and
the foundation could fuffice for fuch an expence;
but it would have been inadequate to the falary
of laymen profeffors.. Moreover, it was at
the univerfity of the Jefuits, that the divines
were taught; who where afterwards to ‘Al che
rectories.  Had the order been fuppreffed,
there was an end of the -univerlity, and' our
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Silefian divines would have been obliged to go
and  finifh - their ftudies in Bohemia, which
would have heen contrary to the fundamental
¢ principles of our government*.” '
Such was the language of Frederlck; fpeaking
in his royal character, fuch were the' political-
" reafons he fo ably adduced, in {fupport of his oppo-
fition to the Sophifters. Alas! I have already faid
it; in Frederick ‘there were two difiné men,

(7

-~

a

~ one the great king, and as fuch, he believes' the

prefervation of the Jefuits neceflary; the other
the impious Sophifter, confpiring with Voltaite,
and triumphant in' the lofs religion had futained in-

- * 8l November, 1777,
: that
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that of the Jefuits. In the llatter charatter we

find him freely exulting with the confpirators and
felicitating D’Alembert, on this happy otmen of
the total deftruction of Chriftianity, and in his
{arcaftic ftyle, writes, ¢ What an unfortunate age

(<3
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for the court of Rome ; fhe is openly attacked in
Poland, her life-guards are driven out of France
and Portugal, and it appedrs that they will fhare

. the fame fatein Spain. The philofophers openly

fap the foundations of the apoftolic thrope;
the hieroglyphics. of the conjuror are laughed at,

and the author of the feét is pelred,  toleration

is 'prcached, fo all is loft, A miracle alone
could {ave the church. She is ftrucken with a
dreadful apoplexy, and you (Volraire) will have
the happinefs of burying her, and ' of writing
her epitaph, as you formerly did that of the
Sorbonne *.”’ : ; :

‘When what Frederick had forefeen really came

to pafs in Spain, he wrote again to Voltaire.

(13
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-
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Hereis a new victory you have gained in Spain.
The Jefuits are driven out of the kingdom.
Moreover the courts of Verfailles, of Viennaand
Madrid have applied to the Pope for the fup-
preffion of divers convents. It is faid the holy
father, though in a rage, Will be obliged to
confent. Oh! cruel revolution, what are we

* Letter 154, anno 1767.
; ' < not
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¢ not to expect in the next century, the axe is at

« the root of the tree.  On one fide the philofo-
« phers openly attack the abufes of a fainted

-« fuperftition; on the other, princes by the abufes

Further
avowals
“of D’A-
{embert
and Vol-
“taire.

< of difffpation are forced to lay violent hands on
¢« the goods of thefe reclufe, who are the props
¢ and trumpefers of fanaticifm. This edifice
« fapped in its foundations, is on the eve of fall- -
< ing, and nations fhall infcribe on their annals,
< that Voltaire was the promoter of the revolu-
« tion, operated during the nmeteenth century,
% in the human mind *.”

A long while fluétuating between the king and
the Sophifter, Frederick had not yet yielded to
the folicitations  of the confpirators. D’Alem-
bert was particularly prefling in his; we fee how
much he was bent on the fuccefs by his following

letter to Voltaire. * My venerable Patriarch, -

< do not accufe me of want of zeal in the good
< caufe, no one perhaps ferves it more than my-
« {eIf. Do you know with ‘what I am occupied
s at prefent? With nothing' lefs than the expul-
¢ fion of the Jefuitical rabble, from Silefia; and

-

<« your former difciple is but too willing, on ac-
¢ count of the numerous and perfidious tréacheries

“ he experienced through their means, as he fays
¢ himfelfy during the laft war; 1 do not fend a

‘

-

- 5th May, 1767, :
‘ < fingle
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« fingle letter to Berlin without repeating, That
S she philofophers of France are amazed, that ihe
< Fing of philofophers, that the declared protefor of
< philofsphy thould be {o dilatory, in following the
« example of the kings of France or Portugal.
<« Thefe letters are read to the king, who is very
<« fenfible, as you know, to what the true believers
¢ may think of him; and this fenfe will, without
« doubt, produce a good effect, by the help” of
« God’s grace, which, as the {cripture very pro-
< perly remarks, turns the heart of kings like a
¢ water-cock *.”

Itis a loathfome tafk to copy all this low buf-

foonery with which D’Alembert would feafon his :

dark plots, and the unconcern ofhis clandeftine per-
{fecution, again{ba fociety of men, whofe only crime
was their refpect and reverence for Chriftianity.
1 pafs over many more expreffions of this ftamp;
or more indecent; it will fuffice for my object, to
thow how little, how empty, how defpicable,
thefe proud and mighty men were, when feen in
their true light.

In {pite of all thefe folicitations, Frederick was
invincible, and fifteen years after, he ftill protected
~and preferved bis Dear Fefuits. This expreffion in

" his mouth, when he at length facrificed them to
the confpiracy, may be looked upon as an anfwer

¢ D’Al‘embért to Voltaire, 15th Dec, 1763,

to
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to what D?Alembert had written of their treachet}t

to the king ; it might prove with what unconcern,

calumny or fuppofed evidence of others, were
adduced as proofs by him; as inanother place
he fayé, Etederick is not a man, fo confine within

- bis royal breaft, the {ubjecs of complaint he may

Their.
fears of

. the recall
. of the Je-
{uits,

have had againft them *; as had been the cafe
with the king of Spain, whofe conduct in that
refpeé had been fo much blimed by the So-
’phiﬂérs i :

Thefe fophiftical confpirators were not to be
fatisfied by the general expulfion of the Jefuits,
from the different ftates of the kings of the earth.
But by their reiterated cries, Rome was at length
to be forced to declare the total extinizion of the order.
We may obferve this in a work, in which Voltaire
particularly interefts himfelf; and whofe fole object,
was to obtain that extintion. At length it was
obtained. France too late perceiving the blow it
had given to public educaticn, without appearing
to recoily many of her leading men, fecking to -
remedy the miftake, formed the plan of a new
fociety folely deftined to the education of youth,
In this the former Jefuits, as the moft habituated
to education, were to be admitted. On the firft
news of this plan, D’Alembert fpread the alarm;

* 24th July 1767. !
+ D’Alembert to Voliaire, 4th May 1767. = 1

he
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lie fees the Jefuits rerurning toilife ; he writes again
and again to Voltaire ; he fends the counter-plan,
He lays great ftrefs on the danger that would refls
Jrom thence, for the [tate, for the king, and. for the
Duke I’ Aiguillon, during whofe adminiftration,
the deftruttion had taken place; alfo on the im-
propriety of placing youth under the tuition of any
community of prigfts whatever : they were to be re-
prefented as altramontains by principle and as_ anti-
citizens.  Our barking philofophift then conclud-
ing in his cant to Voltaire, fays, Raton (cat), this
chefnut requires to. be covered.in the embers, and to be

handled by a paw a5 dextrous as that of Raton, and fo.

faying Lienderly kifs thofe dear paws, ~Seized with the
fame panic, Voleaire fets to work, and afks for frefh
inftrudtions.  He confiders what turn can be given
to this affair, much too ferious to be treated with
ridicule alone. - D’Alembert infifts *, Voltaire at
Ferney, writes again'& the recall, and the confpira-
tors fill Paris and Verfailles wich their intrigues.
The. minifters are prevailed upon, the plan laid
afide, youth left without inftru&tion, and it is on fuch
an occafion that Voltaire writes, © My dear friend,

« ] know not what is to become of mie; in the

¢« mean time let us enjoy the pleafure of having
« {een the Jefuits expelled +.”

* See Letters of 26th Feb., sth and 22d March 1774.
+ Let. to D’Alembert, z7th April 1771, :
i : This
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This pleafure was but fhort, as D’Alembert,

feized with a new panic, writes again to Voltaire,

¢« I am told, for certain, that the Jefuitical rabble

.35 about to. be reinftated in Portugal, in all but

« the drefs. This new Queen appears to be. a
< very Juperfiitions Majefty, Should the King of
<¢ Spain chance to-die, I would not anfwer for.
<« that kingdom’s not imitating Portugal. Res-
< fon is undone fbould the enemy's army gain this

€ Datile %,

When I firft undertook to- ﬂlOW that the de-
ftruction. of the Jefuits was a favourite objet of

 the confpirators, and that it was eflentially inherent
to their plan of overthjowing the Chriftian religion,

I promifed to confine myfelf to. the records and
confeffions of the Sophifters themfelves. I have
omitted, for brevity fake, feveral of great weight,
even that written by Voltaire, fificen years after
their Expulﬁon, wherein he flatters himfelf, shat by
means of the court of Peterfburg, he could fucceed
in getting them expelled from China, becaule rhofe
Fefuits, whom the Emperor of China had chofer to
preferve at Pekin, were rather CONVERTERS than
Mathematicians +. »

Had the Sophifters been lefs fanguine, or Iefs
aftive, in the extinttion of this order I fhould not
have infifted fo much on that object. But the
very qufare they waged was a libel on Chu{hamty 5

% 23d June 1777 “t 8th Dec. 1776. '
what
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what ! they had perfuaded themfclves that the
“religion of the Chriftians was the work of man,
that the deftruétion of a few poor mortals, was
to fhake it to its very foundations? Had they
forgotten that Chriftianity had fourithed during
fourteen centuries, before a Jefuit was heard of ?
Hell might open its gates wider after their de-
firution, but it was written that they thould not
prevail. The power and intrigues of the minifters
of France, of a Choifeul or 2 Pompadour, plotting
with a Voltaire ; of a D’Aranda in Spain, the
public friend of D’Alembert and the protector of
infidelity ; 'of a Carvalho in Portuora the ferocious
perfecutor of the good ; in fine, the intrigues of
many other minifters, dupes or agents of the fo-
phiftical conipiracy, rather than politiciam, may
have extorted the bull of extinétion from Ganga-
nelli, by threats of fchifm: but did that pontiff,
or any other Chriftian, believe that the power of
the Gofpel refted on the Jefuits 2 No: the God of
the Gofpel reigns above, he will one day judge
the pontiff and the minifter, the Jefuit and the
Sopmi’ceJ It is certain’ that a body of twenty
thoufand religious difperfed throughout Chriften-
- dom, and formmg a fucceffion of men, attending
to the education of youth, applying to the ftudy of
{cience, both religious and prophane, muft have
been of the greateft wtility both to church and
flace. . The confpirators were not long before they
Vol. I H percewcd
, ~ :

97
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'CHAP. - VL.

Third Means of the Confpirators.— Extinttion of o}
the Religions Orders.

HE favorite theme of thofe who were inimical

to religious orders, has been to thew their in-

utility both to church and ftate. But by what

right fhall Europe complain of a fet of men, by

- whofe care fhe has emerged from that favage ftate
of the ancient Gauls or Germanni, by whofe

labours two-thirds of her lands have been culti-

59

Charges
againft
religious
orders.

v

vated, her villages built, her towns beautified

and augmented.  Shall the ftate complain of thofe
men, who perpetually attending to the cultivation
of lands which their predeceflors had firft tilled,
furnifh fuftenance to the inhabitants ; fhall the in-
habitant complain, when the village, the town, the
country, from whence he comes, would not have
exifted, or remained uncultivated, but from their
care. Shall men of letters complain, when, thould
they have been happy enough to have efcaped the
general ignorance and barbarity of Europe, they
_ would perhaps, be vainly fearching ruins in hopes

of finding fome fragment of ancient literature,

Yes complain, all Europe complain! It is from
' Hio v them,
»
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them you learned your letters, and they have
been abufed but ' too much, alas! your forefa-
thers learned to read, but we to read perverfely;
they opened the temple of fcience, we half fhut
it again; and the dangerous man is not he who
is ignorant, but the half wife, who would pretend
to wifdom.

Had any one been at the trouble of comparing
the knowledge of the leaft learned part of the re-
ligious orders, with that of the generality of the

‘iaiety, I have no doubt but the former would

greatly have excelled the latter, though they had
received their ordinary education. It is true, the
religious were not verfed in the fophifticated {cience
of the age; but often have I feen thofe very men,
who upbraided with their ignorance, were happy
in the fciences their occupations required, It was -

: not only among the Benedictines, who have been

mote generally excepted from this badge of igno-
rance, but among all other orders that I have met

_ with men, as diftinguithed by their knowledge, as

by the purity of their morals. Could I, alas, ex-
tend this remark to the laiety ! This, indeed; is a
language very different from that, which the rea-

.der may have feen in the fatiric declamations of

the age ; but will fatire fatisfy his judgement.  In
the annals: of the confpiring Sophifters, thall he
find teflimony borne of their fervices, and every-

' > {currilous
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feurrilous expreffion, fhall be a new laurel in their
crown.
The Jefuits were deftroyed, the confpirators faw

Chriftianity fill fubfifted, and they then faid to
each other, we -muft deftroy the other religious
orders, or we - fhall not triumph. Their whole
plan is to be feen in a letter from Frederick, to Frede-
whieh Voltaire gave 'occafion by the following: ;g;s ‘
<. Hercules went to fight the robbers and Bellero-
¢ phon chimeras; I fhould not be forry to behold
¢ Herculefes and ' Bellerophons delivering the
< earth, both from Catholic robbers and Catholic
«¢ chimeras *. Frederick anfwers on the 24th of
the fame month: <« It is not the lot of arms 70 p .
< deftroy the wreich, it thall perifh by the arm of sick’s
« truth, and interefted felfithnefs. If you with me f}lli"dio_r
< to explain this idea, my meaning is as follows. fruction
—1I have remarked as well as many others, that h;‘f,‘jje'
<« in thofe places where convents are the moft erdess.
« numerous, are thofe where the people are moft
blindly attached to fuperftition.  No doubt but
if thefe afylums of fanaticifm were deftroyed,

the people would grow tepid and fee with in-
difference, the prefent objetts of their venera-
¢ tion. ‘Fhe point would e to deftray the cloifters,
at leaft to begin by leflening their number.
.« The time is come, the French and Auftrian
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governments are involved in debt; they have
exhaufted the refources of induftry to difcharge

- them, and they have not fucceeded; the lure

of rich abbeys and well-endowed convents, is

tempting. By reprefenting to them  the preju-

dice cloiftered perfons occafion to the popula-
tion of their ftates, as well as the great abufe of
the numbers of Cucnllati, who are fpread
throughout the provinces; alfo the facility of
paying off part of their debts, with the trea-
fures of thofe communities, who are without

heirs; they might, I'think, be made to adopt

this plan of reform; and it may be prefumed,
that after having enjoyed the fecularization of
fome good livings, their rapacity could crave

the reft.

« Every government who (hall adopt this plan,

will be friendly to the philofophers, and the pro-
moter of all thofe books, which attack popular

{uperttition, or the falfe zeal that would -fup-

_port it.

s¢ Here is a pretty Tittle plan, which I fubmtt to
the examination of the patriarch of Ferney ;
it is his province, as father of the faithful, to
rectify and put it in execution. w3
¢« The patriarch may perhaps afk what is to become
of the bifbops 2 1 anfwer, it is not yet time to
touch them. To deftroy thofe, who flir up
the ﬁre of fanaticifim in the hearts of the pcople,
({3 ‘S
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« is the firft flep, and when the people are .cool-
s ed, the bifhops will be but Jittle perfonages, whom
<€ fovereigns in procefs of time, wil[ dg’/poje o as
<< they pleafe.” :

Voltaire relithed fuch plans too much not to fet
a great value on them, and of courfe anfwered
the King of Pruffia: « Your plan of attack againft
< the Chrifticole Superftition, in that of the friar-
« hood, is worthy a great captain. The religious
« orders once abolifhed, error is expofed to univer-
< fal'contempt. Much is written in France on
this fubje&t ; every one talks of it, but it is not
¢ ripe enough as yet. People are not fuffi-
¢ ciently daring in France, bigots arc yet in
<« power *.”

Having read thefe letters, it would be ridicu-
culous to afk of what fervice religious orders
could be to the church. Certain it is, that many
had fallen off from the aufterity of their firft in-

-

-~

-
~

-

o

ftitute ; but even in this degenerate ftate we fee

Frederick making ufe of all his policy to over-

- turn them, becaufe his  antichriftian plots are

thwarted by the zeal and example of thefe religi-

- ous: becaufe he thinks the church cannot be

ftormed, until the convénts are carried as the

-outworks, and Voltaire traces the hand of the

- great captain, who had diftinguifhed himfelf fo emi-

#* 5£.hApril 1767 Lt :
H 4 : ~_nently
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nently by his military fcience in' Germany, in the
plan of attack againft ithe  Chrifficole Superflition.
Thefe: religious corps were. ufeful then; though
branded with {loth and igriorance ; they were a true
barrier to ‘impiety. - Frederick was fo much con-
vinced of it; that when the Sophifters had already
occupied all the avenues of the throne, he dared
not dire his attacks againft the Bilhops, nor the
body of the place, until the outworks were car-
ried. :

Voltaire writes to him on the 29th of July1775,

e« We hope that philofophy which in France,

<< 55 near the throne, will foon beon it. But that
« is but hope, which too often proves fallacious.
There are fo many people interefted in the fup-
port of error and nonfenfe, fo many dignities,
and fuch riches are annexed to the trade, that
the hypocrites, it is to be feared, wiil get the
< better of the fages. Has not your Germany
< transformed your principal ecclefiaftics into fo-

<« vereigns? Where is there an elector or a bithop,

who will fide with reafon againft a fect, that .
« allows him two or three hundred thoufand

¢ pounds a-year ?”’

-~

(14
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. Frederick continued to vote for the war bemrr'
cgrrlcd,on againft the religious. . It was too early
to attack the bifhops. He anfwers Voltaire,
<« All what you fay of our German bifhops is but
¢ too true; they are the hogs,'fattenéd on the
o rythee
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< tythes of Sion (fuch is their fcurrilous language
“<.in their private correfpondence). But you know
< likewife, that inthe Holy Roman Empire; ancient
% cuftom, the golden bull, ard fuch like antiqnated
<« fooleries, have given weight to effablifhed abufes.
< One fees them, thrugs one’s fhoulders, and things
<« jog on in the old way. = If we wifh to diminith
< fanaticifim,  we muft not begin by the  bifbops.
c« But if we fucceed in leflening the friarhood,
« efpecially the mendicant orders, the people will
cool, and they being lefs fuperftitious, will al-
« low the powers to brirg down the bifhops as
beft fuits their Rates. This is the only poffible
mode of proceeding.  To flently undermine the
edifice hoftile to reafon, is to force it to fall of
Tialeliiio 2 ; <

I began by faying, that the means of the con-
{pirators would give new proofs of the reality of
the confpiracy, and of its objeét. Can any other
interpretation, than that of an Antichriftian Confpi-
racy, be put on the whole fentences made ufe of in
their correfpondence ? How can we otherwife un-
_der{’tand, Jfch is the only ?oﬁ&lg mode of proceeding, to
undermine the edifice of that religion, which' they
are pleafed to defign by Chrifticols Superftition, as
fanatic or unreafonable; or in order to overthrow
its pontifs, to feduce the people from its worfhip ?

~

~

MY

<

€
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<

-

<

-~

€
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* 13th Augult 1775
: What
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What then is confpiracy, if thofe fecret machina-
+ tions carried on between Ferney, Berlin and Paris,
in fpite of diftances, be not fo? What reader
can be fufficiently blind not to fee, that by the
" eftablifhment of reafon, it is only the overthrow
of Chriftianity thatis fought ? It is indeed a mat-
ter of [urprife, that the Sophifters thould have fo
openly. expofed their plans at fo early a pe-
riod. “ :
Plan- 2~ In the mean time Voltaire was corre when he
%?S;ei ;“ anfwers Frederick, that the plan of deftruction
the reli- was ardently purfued in France, ever fince the ex-
g pulfion of the Jefuits, and that by people who
were in office. « The firft ftep taken was to put off
the period of religious profeffions until the age of
twenty-one, though the adepts in miniftry would
fain have deferred it till the age of twenty-
five. That is to fay, that of 2 hundred young
people, who would have embraced that ftate, not
two would have been able to follow their voca-
'txons_-; for what parent would let his child attain
that age, without being certain of the ftate of
life he would embrace. The remonftrances made
by many friends to religion, caufed the age fixed
~on by the edi&, to be that of eighteen for women,
~and twenty- -one for men. Neverthelefs, this was
- looked upon as an a& of authomy exercifed on
thofe, who chofe to confecrate themfelves more
: partxcularly to the fervice of their God, and ref-

LCue
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cue themfelves from the danger of the paffions, at
that age when they are the moft powerful. This
fubjet had been very fully treated in the laft (Ecu-
menical Council, where the age for the profeffion of
religious perfons had been fixed at fixteen, with a
term of five years to reclaim againft their laft
vows, in cafe they did not choofe to continue the
religious life they had undertaken. = And it hadal-
ways been looked upon as a right inherent to the

church, to decide on thefe matters, as may be °

feen in Chappelain’s difcourfe on that fubjedt. It
would be ridiculous to repeat the favourite argu--
ment of their inutility to France, after what has
been fard in this chapter. What! pious works,
edification and the inftrution of the people ufelefs
to a nation! Befides, France was a lively ex-
ample that the- number of convents had not hurt
its population, as few ftates were peopled in an
equal proportion. If celibacy was to be attacked,
fhe might have turned her eyes to her armies and
to that numerous clafs of men, who lived in celi-
bacy, and who perhaps ought to have been noticed
by the laws. In fine, all further reclamations were

~ ufeles. What had been forefeen came to pafs,

according to the withes of the minifierial Sophi-
fters. In many colleges the Jefuits being very ill
replaced, youth negletted in their education,

left a prey to their paflions, or looking on the .

number of years they had to wait for their recep-
tion

<

L
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tion into the religious ftate, as fo much time loft,
laid afide all thoughts of that ftate, and took to
other employments. Some few, from want, en-
gaged, but rather feeking bread than the fervice
of their God, or elfe prone to vice and to their
paffions, which they had never been taught to fub-
due, reluétantly fubmitted to the rules of the
cloifter. = Already there exifted many abufes, but
they daily increafed; and while the number
ofireligious was diminithing, *their fervour lan-

~ guithed,’ and public ' {candals became more fre-

quent. This was precifely what the minifters want-
ed, to have a plea for the fuppreflion of the
whole ;- while  their mafters, more fanguine if
poffible, made the prefs teem with writings, in
which neither fatire nor calumny were fpared.
The perfon who feemed to fecond them with
the greateft warmth, was  that ‘man who, after
having perfuaded his companions even, that he had
fome talent for governing, at length finithed by
only adding his name to thofe minifters, whom am-
bition may be faid to have blinded even to ftupidity.
This man was Briennes, Archbithop of Touloufz; -
fince: Archbithop of Sens, afterwards prime’ mini-
fter, then a public apoftate, and who died as” uni-
verfally hated ‘and defpifed; as Necker himfelf ap-
pearsito be at this:day. Briennes ‘will' be ‘more
defpifed, when it fhall be known that he was the
friend and confidant of D’Alembert, and that.in

a com-
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a commiffion for the reform of the religious
orders, he wore the mitre, and exercifed its powers
as a D’Alembert would have done.

The clergy had thought it neceffary to examine
the means of reforming the religious, and of re-
eftablithing their primitive fervor. The court
feemed to enter into their views, and named coun-
fellors of ftate to join the bifhops in their delibe-
*rations on this fubject, and called it the Commiffion
of Regulars. A mixture of prelates, who are
only to be actuated by the fpirit of the church, and
of ftatefmen folely a&ing from worldly views,
could never agree; fome few articles were fuppo-
{ed to have been fettled; but ‘all was in wvain,
and many, through difguft, abandoned the com-

miffion. Among the bifhops were. Mr. Dillon,

Archbifhop of Narbonne ; Mr. de Boifeelin, Arch-
bithop of Aix ; Mr. de Cice, Archbithop of Bour-
deaux, and the famous Briennes, Archbithop of
Touloufe. ;

The firft, majeftic in his perfon and: noble in
his eloquence, feems to have had but little to do

in this affair, and foon withdrew. The talents and

zeal thewn by the fecond in the national affembly,
in defence of the religious ftate, will convince the
reader that he might have given an opinion which
the court did not wifh to adopt ; he alfo abandoned
the commiffion. In the third we fee, that if by ac-
cepting of the feals of the revolution, and by af-

fixing

1oy
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fixing them to the conftitutional decrees, he could
err ; by his repentance and retractation he never
would have found it in his heart, had he known
the plans of the confpirators.

Briennes was the only man of this commiffiont
who enjoyed the confidence of the court, or had
the fecret of D’ Alunbext, and the latter knew
but too well how to prize the future fervices Bri-
ennes was about to render to the confpiracy. On
his reception into the French academy, D’Alem-
bert informs the patriarch, ¢ We have in him 2
« good brother, who will certainly prove ufeful to
« letters and to philofophy, provided philofophy does
s qor tie up bis bands by licentionfnefs, or that the
« general outcry does not force him to a againft
<« his will 2 In fewer words, he might have
f2id, he will attack his God and his religion
with all the hypocrify worthy a confpiring - So-
phifter.

Voltaire, thinking he had reafon to complain of
the monftrous prelate, is anfwered by D’Alem-
bert, whe was a connoiffeur in brethren, © For ‘
« God’s fake don’t judge rathly——I would lay a
<« hundred to one, that things have been mifrepre-
s fented, and that his mifconduét has been greatly
« exagperated. 1 know his way of thinking too

¢ well, not to be affured that he only did on that

# 2oth June and 21ft December 1770 -,
« occaﬁon,
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« occafion, what he was indifpenfibly obliged to
ke do *.2 | g

Voltaire complamed on that occafion, of an
order publithed by Briennes againft the adept
Audra, who at Touloufe openly read lectures on
impiety, under pretence of reading on hiftory.

On the enquiries made in favor of the adept by
3 D:Alembert, he writes that Briennes ¢ had with-
« ftood, during a whole year, the joint clamours of
« the parliament, the bifhops, and the affembly of
s the clergy;” and that it was abfolutely necef-
fary to compel him to i, to prevent the youth of
his diocefe from receiving the like le€tures. His
apologift continues, « Don’t let yourfelf be pre- -
« judiced againft Briennes, and be affured, once
« for all, that reafon (that is our reafon)) will :never
¢ have to complain of him +.”

Such was the hypocrite or mitred Sophifter,
which intrigue had placed in the commiffion to
deliberate on the reform of the religious orders.’
Seeking diforder and deftruction, fupported by
the miniftry, without attending to the other
bithops of the commiffion, he folely di&ated in
this reform.

To the edi¢t on the age for profcﬁions he addcd Mfia?:cn
another, fupprefing all convents in towns that cefs of
- confifted of Jefs than twenty religious; and elfe- Bricases

* 4th Dec. 1770+ 1 21ft Dec. 1770+

where,
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where, when their number was ~under ten,
on the dpecious pretence, that dhe conventual
rules were better obferved where the number was
greater.  The bifhops and the cardinal de Luynes
in particular, objected the great fervices rendered
in country places by thefe fmall convents, and how
much they helped the curates, but all to no pur-
pole; and Bricnnes had already contrived to fup-
prefs fifteen hundred convents before the revolu-
tion. - Soon he would have advanced more rapidly,
for by promoting and encouraging the com-
' plaints of the young religious againft the" elder,
_of the inferior againft the fuperior, by cramping
and thwarting their elections, he {pread diffentions
throughout the cloifters. On the other fide, the
idicule and calumnies contrived by the Sop‘u{‘fexs
were {o powerful, that few young men dared take
. the habit, while fome of the ancients were afbamed
 of wearing o gown covered with infamy *.  Others
at length, wearied out by thefe fhuffling tricks,
themfelves petitioned to be fupprefied.
Philofophifm, with its principles of liberty and

cequality, ‘was even gaining ground in  their
: houfes, with all its concomitant evils ; the good

religious fhed tears of blood over: thofe perfecu-
tions of Briennes, who alone would have effectu-
ated thofe dreadful {chemes planned by Voltaire

* Voltaire to the King of Pruflia, No 15.
and
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and, Frederick. . Their decline was. daily more_;
cv1dcnt, and it was a prodigy that any fervor yet
remained, thou sh a  greater prodigy fhill, when
we fee the fervor of many of thofe who had peti- .
tioned for their {ecularization, revive in the firft
days of the revolution. I know. for certain that
not one-third of thofe who had petltloned dared
take the oath for - apoftacy ftared him in the facc.‘
The tortuous intrigues of a Briennes had thaken
them ; but the dire@ attacks of the National Af-
fembly opened their eyes, and they beheld afto-
nifhed, in thelr fuppreﬁion, the Urand attack
which had been levelled againft Chrlﬁlamty :
Voltaire and Frederick did not live to fee their,
plans ac::omphfhed Briennes did;; buc clalmmov_.
the honour, he only reaped thc _ignominyof them.
Shame and remotfe devoured him. = With what His at-
tempt

pleafure we may fpeak of the piety of thofe g en
chafte virgins, confccrated to the fervice of their agam&
God ! With them his intrigues had been ufelefs: S
They, more 1mmed1ately under - the direction of
their bifthops, had not becn expofed to the anarchy
and dlﬁ'entlons of a Brlennes, their feclufion from
the World, their profcﬁions at an earlicr age
(aghteen), thelr education within the walls of the; :
convent, thefe were barriers againft his mtrxcues ,_'_‘
but with what admiration. fhould we not oehold‘
thofe who from the pure motives of rehmon ﬁ)ent
their lives in the fervice of the fick, whofe ‘cha-
Voliri I ' rity
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“1ity, whofe chafte modefty, though in the midft

of the world, could make man believe them to be
angels in human forms.  Thefe were far above the
‘reach of calumny or, of a Briennes, 2 pretence
could not even be devifed.

“With -2 view to diminifh the numbcr of real
nuns, he 'thought, that if he augmented thofe
afylums, for canonefles, who have a much greater
communication with the world; therefore more
eafily perverted, that novices would not be fo nu-
‘merous. - But by an inconceivable overfight, un-
lefs he had fome very deep and hidden {cheme,
thefe canonefes were in future, to prove a certain

" -number of degrees of nobility to enter thefe

Thefe

lanscon-

afylums, when before they had been open to all
ranks in the ftate. One would have thought he
meant to render the real nuns odious to the nobi-
lity, and the latter to all other claffes, by applying

“foundations to particular ranks, which had ever
been common to all,

Thefe were refleGtions that Briennes little attend-
edto; he was laying his fnares, while D’Alembert
{miled at the idea, that foon both nuns and canon-
‘effes would add to the common mafs of ruin ; but
thefe facred virgins baffled all their cunning,
Nothing lefs than all the defpotic powers of the

 fammated | Conftituent Aflembly could prevail againft them ;
bytheNa- they were to be claffed with the martyrs of that

tional Af-

* fembly.

bloody September ; their fervor was 1mpaﬂ'1b]c
: : ; Edicts



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

Ediéts worthy of Nero, exulting in' the flames’ of
burning Rome, are neceffary to drive 'them'from
the altar, cannons and the fatellites of that Conftita-~
“ant Affembly, march againft'them to ' enforce
thofe ediéts, and thirty thoufund women are driven
from their convents, in contradition to ‘a decree
of that fame affembly, promifing to let them' die
‘peaceably in their afylums.. Thus was the deftrue-
 tion of religious orders completed in France. ~ It
was then forty years fince this plan had been dic-
- tated by the Sophifters to the minifters of his moft
Chriftian Majefty.  But when accomplifhed, ‘mi-~
nifters are no more ! . . . The facred perfon of the
king, a prifoner in the towers ofthe Temple !
“The object of the abolition of religious orders
was fulfilled; ; religion was favagely perfecuted in
the perfon of its mlm&ersl But during the long
period that preceded the triumph of the Sophifters,
they had reforted to many other means with which
I have to acquaint my reader.

g CHIAP.
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CHAE. VIE

Foun‘b Means of the Coquzmtou—ﬁokdzres
Colony.

HILST the confpirators were fo much .
: ~ taken up with the deftruction of the -
Jefuits, and of all other rehgmus orders, Voltaire
was forming 2 plan which was to give' to impiety
itfelf, both apoftles and propogandxﬁs This idea
feems to have firft firuck him about’ the year
1760-61. . Always . ruminating the deftruftion of
\Objeft of Chriftianity, he writes to D’Alembert, Could
~this colo-
py. i not five or fix men of parts, who rightly un-
<« derftood each other, fucceed after the example
« of twelve fcoundrels, who have already fucceed-
« ed*” The object of this underftanding has
already | been explained in a letter before quoted.
«¢ Let the real philofophers unite in a brotherhood,
~ « Jike the Free-mafons; ler them affemble and
& fupport each other; let them be faithful to the
« affociation.  This fecret academy will be far
< fuperior to that of Athens and to all thofe of
< Paris. But every one thinks but of himfelf,

# Let, 69, anno 1760, -
: “and



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY..

117

. and forgets that his moft facred duty is tocrufp

« the wretch *0° |
The confpirators never loft fight of this moft

facred duty, they met with various obftacles s

religion was ftill zealoufly defended in France, and

Paris was not yet a proper afylum for fuch an

aflociation. It appears alfo that Voltaire was
.~ obliged for fome time to lay this plan afide ; but

taking it up again, a few years afterwards, he ap-.

plied to Frederick, as we are told by the editor
of their correfpondence, for leave « to eftablith at
« Cleves a little colony of French philofophers,
« who might there, freely and boldly, fpeak the
< truth,, without fearing minifiers, prigfts, or par-
< Laments.”  Frederick anfwered with all the de-
fired zeal, « I fee you with to eftablifh the
¢ little colony you had mentioned to me.—1I
¢ think the fhorteft way would be, that thofe
<« men, or your affociates, fhould fend to Cleves
« to fee what would be moft convenient for
¢ them, and what I can difpofe of in  their
L <« Bvor . ‘ ’ :

It is to be lamented that many letters refpecting
this colony have been f{upprefled in their corre-
fpondence ; but Frederick’s anfwers are fufficient
to convince us of the obftinacy of Voltaire in the

undertaking, who returning to the charge again,

-~

o

-

# Let, 85, to D’Alembert, 1761, + 24th Otober 1765
' 0 13 is

Frederick
{feconds
this plan,
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is anfwered, « You {peak ‘of a colony of philofo-
« phers, who wilh' to * eftablifh themfelves at
«'Cleves.” ‘T have no objeion to it. - I can give
« them every thing but wood, the forefts having
< been ‘almoft’ deftroyed by your countrymen.

_ & But only on this condition, that they will refpel?

<'thofe who are to be refpecied, and that they will

@ Kkeep' within the proper bounds of decency in their

“Sayritings *.” ;

The 'exglanationpf this letter, will be better
underftood, when we treat of the Antimonarchial
Confpiracy. Decency in theirwritings, one thould
think, would be of the firft neceffity even for their
own views, otherwife this new colony muft have
fpread a general alarm, and governments would
have been obliged to reprefs their barefaced im-
pudence.

" While on one fide Voltaire was imploting the
fuccour and prote&ion of the King of Pruffia,
for thefe apoftles of impicty, on the other he was
feeking Sophifters worthy of the apoftiefhip. - He
writes to Damilaville, that he is ready to make a

" facrificé of all the fweets of Ferney, and go and
" ‘place himfelf at their head. ¢« Your friend, fays
£+ he, perfifts in his idea; it is true, as you have
' wremarked, that he muft ‘tear himfelf from
¢ many obje@s that are at prefent his delight,

« and then will be of his regret. But is it.not

* Lettér 146J aﬁno 1>‘766. i
¢« better
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¢¢ better to quit them through philofophy than by
“cc death. What furprifes him moft, is that many
< people have not taken this refolution together.
< Why fhould not a certain philofophic baron :
«¢ labor at the eftablithment of this: colony ? why
¢ fhould not fo many others improve fo fair an,
s opportunity I In the continuation of this letter
we find that Frederick was not the only prince who
countenanced the plan: < Two fovereign princes,
<< who think entirely as you do, have lately vifited
« your friend. One of them offered a town,
s¢ provided that which relates to. the grand work,

< fhould not fuit*.” )
It was precifely at the time this letter was
written, that the Langrave of Hefle Caffel went
to pay homage to the idol of Ferney. The date
of his journey, the fimilarity of his fentiments, can
leave little doubt, but what he was the prince who
offered a town to the colony, fhould Cleves prove
inconvenient .

* Meanwhile, the apoftles of-this mock Meffiah,
however zealous for the grand work, were: not
“equally ready to facrifice their eafe.  D’Alembert coolnefs
-idolized by the Sophifters at Paris, faw that he of t(hfm_
~could be but a fecondary divinity in the prefcnce tors fm.
-of Voltaire. That Damilaville, celebrated by the this colo-
_1mp10us patriarch as pecfonally hatmg God, W

- * Letter of ‘the 6th of Auguft 1766.
+ Letter of the Langxave, gth Sept. 1766 :
1 L neceflary
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s uneceflary:for carrying on the fecret correfpondence
i Paris.: {Diderot, the certain philofophic Baron,
and the remaining multitude of adepts, reluctantly
caft théir eyes-on a German town, where they
could ot with equal eafe, facrifice in luxury and
debauchery to their Pagan divinities. - Such re-
soiffnefs: difconcerted Voltaire. He endeavoured
to ftimulate their ardor by afldng, « If fix or
« feven’ hundred  thoufand Huguenots left their
< country for the fuoleries of Fane Chanvin, fhall
<« not twelve fages be found, who will make fome
< little facrifice to reafon which is trampled on *.”*
When he wifhes to perfuade them, that their
confent is all that is neceflary to accomplifh the
grand obje&, he writes again, ¢ All that I can
« tell you now, by a fure hand, 15, that every
« thing is ready for the eftablifhment of the
¢ manufatture; more than one Prince envies the
« Honor of it, and from the borders of the Rhine
< unto the Oby, Tomplat (that is Plato Diderot)
< will be honored,* encouraged, and live in fecu-
s rity.” He would then repeat the grand object of
the confpiracy, in hopes of perfuading the con-
fpirators.  He would feck to inflame their hearts
with that hatred for Chrift, which was confuming
his own. He would repeatedly cry out, Cra/b,
erufb the wreich, then crufb the wreich t.

-

"

# Letter to Damilaville, 18th of Auguft 1766.
# Letter to, Damilaville, z5th of Auguft 1766,
03 His
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His prayers, his repeated folicitations could Voltaire’s
not avail againft the fweets of Paris. That fame ifs"l{;}u‘;:
reafon which made Voltaire willing to facrifice all
the pleafing fcenes of Ferney, to bury himfelf in
the heart of Germany, there to confecrate his days.
and writings to the extinétion of Chriftianity,
that reafon, I fay, taught the younger adepts that
the fiveets of Paris were not to be neglected.

They were not the Apoftles of the Gofpel preach-
ing temperance and mortification both by word
and example; fo indeed, was Voltaire obliged to-
_ give up all hopes of expatriating his fophiftical
apoftles.  He indignantly exprefles his vexation
to Frederick a few years afterwards: ' < I own to
« you, that T was fo much vexed and-fo much
« athamed of the little fuccefs I had in the tran{-
"« migration to Cleves, that I have never fince
¢ dared propofe any of my ideas te your: Majeﬁy.» -
« When I refle@t that a fool and an ideot; like
¢ St. Tonatius, fhould have found twelve follow-
¢ ers, and that I could not find three Philofophers
¢ who would followme, I'was almoft tempted to
¢ think, that reafon was ufelefs *. I fhall never
¢ recover the non-execution of this plan, it was
¢ there I fhould have ended my old age .77

However violent Voltaire was in his reproaches

agamﬁ: the other confplrators, the fcquel of: thcf‘c

-~

-

-

-

~+ Nov, 1769. : i mhofo& 1770, - ’
' s : memows
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CHAP. VII

 Fifth Means of the Co;zflzzirzztorf.—"f'be. Aca- :

demic Honors.

HE protedtion which the kings had given Firft ob-
- to men of letters, had brought them' into Jafdgthe
that repute which they {o well deferved, until mies.
abufing their talents, they turned them againft
religion and governments. It was in the French
academy where glory feemed to be enthroned, and
2 feat within its walls, was the grand purfuit of the
orator and the poet, in fine of all writers, whether
~ eminent in the hiftoric or any other branch of
\ Jicerature. Corneille, Bofluet, Racine, Maffillon,
La Bruyére, Lafontzine, in fine, all thofe authors
who had adorned the reign of Louis XIV were
proud of their admiffion within this fanctuary of -
letters. Morals and the laws feemed to guard its
_entrance, left it might be prophaned by the im-
pious. Any public fign of incredulity, was a bar
againft admiffion, even during the reign of Louis
XV. Nor was the famous Montefquicu himfelf
admitted until he had given proper fatisfaction,
_ on account of certain articles contained in his
Perfian Letters.—Voltaire pretends that he deceived
the Cardinal de Fleury, by fending him a new
: edition )
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edition of his work, in which all the objectionable
parts had been omitted. Such a low trick was
beneath Montefquicu, repentence was his only

plea, and later, little doubt can be left of his re~
penting fincerely. In fine, on admiflion, impiety

~was openly renounced, and religion publicly

D’Alem-
bert’s
plan on
the aca-
demies.

avowed. ,
Boindin, whofe incredulity was notorious, had
been rejected, though a member of feveral other
academies.  Voltaire was for a long time unable
to gain admiffion, and at length only fucceeded
by means of high proteétion and that low hypo-
crify which we fhall fee him recommending to his
difciples. D’Alembert, ever provident, hid his
propenfity to incredulity until he had gained his
feat; and though the road to thefe literary honors
had been much widened by the adepts who fur-
rounded the court, neverthelefs, he thought that
it would hop be impoffible, by dint of intrigues, o
turn the fcale ; that if formerly impiety had been
a means of exclufion, in future it might be a title
of admiffion, and that none thould be feated near

" him, but thofe whofe writings had rendered them

worthy abettors of the confpiracy, and fupporters
of their fophiftical arts. His true ficld was that of
petty intrigue, and fo fuccefsfully did he handle it,

. that'in the latter times, the .titles of Academi-
 cian and Sophifter were nearly fynonimous. It is
_ true that fometimes he met with obflacles; and

the
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the plot framed between him and Volraire, for the

admiffion of Diderot, will be fufficient to evince
what great advantages they expected would acrue

to their confpiracy, by this new means of promo-
ting irreligion.

D’Alembert firft propofed it, Voltaire received
the propofal with all the attention due toits im-
portance, and anfwers, ¢ You with Diderot o be
« of the academy, it muft then be brouclt
« about,” The king was to approve of the
nomination, and D’Alembert feared minifterial
oppofition, It is to this fear that we owe the
account Voltaire has given of Choifeul, it is then,

- he mentions his partiality to the Sophifters, and_
that fo far from obftru&ing the like plots, he
would forward them with all his power; < Ina w01d :

< he continues, Diderot muft be of the academy,

¢ it will be the moft noble revenge that can be

« taken for the play againft the philofophers.
« The academy is incenfed at le Franc-de-Pom-
< pignan; it would willingly give him a moft

-

¢ rot’s admiffion, Ah! whata happmcfs it would

~

~

~«_together *.

D’Alembert would have been cqually happy in

fuch a triumph, but he was on the fpot and faw

& gthof July 1760.

¢ el Helvetxus and Diderot could be rcccwed

i :

« fwinging flap.—I will make a bonﬁle on Dide-

125

Intrigues
for Dide-
rot.
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the oppofition ol by the Dauphm, the Queen
and the Clergys heanfwers, I fhould be mote
<, defirous “than  yourfelf to fec- Diderot of the
ac acadcmy T iam perfectly fenfible bow much the

<€ common’ caufe would be benefited by it, but the

~“ 1mpofﬁb1hty of doing it, .is beyond what you

.“ can.concelve ™.}

Veltaire lmovvmc that Choifeul and La Pompa-

~dour had often prevailed againft the Dauphin,
'qrdered D’Alembert not to defpond.  He takes
~the direCtion of the intrigue on himfelf, and places

his chief hopes on the Courtefan. < Still further,

%€ (fays he), fhe may look upon it as an honor,

sc and make 2 merit of fupporting Diderot. = Let
s< her undeceive the king on his fcore, and delight
« in quafhing a cabal which fhe difpifes 1. 'What
D’ Alembett could not perfonally undertake, Vol-
taire recommends to the courtiers, and particu-
Jarly to the. Count D’Argental: « My divine.

-5 Angel, would he write,- do but get Diderot to
<% be of the academy, it will be the boldeft ftroke
. %€ that can be in the game reafon is playing againft
« s fanaticifn and folly (zhat is religion and piety);
.« impofe for penance on the Duke de Choifeul
+4¢:t0 introduce Diderot into the academy §.”

- The f{ecretary of the academy, Duclos, is alfo

Licalled: in, as an aljxiliary by Voltaire, who gives

® 18th July 1760. h zSth July 1760
1 Letter 153, anno 1760,

him
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‘him inftructions to infure the fuccefs of the:recipt-
endary ‘adept. ¢ Could not you reprefent, or
<< caufe to be reprefented, how very effential fuch
% a man is to you for the completion of fome
¢ neceflary work ? Could not you after having
<< lyly played off that battery affemble [even. or eight
<< of the clet, and form a deputation to the King,
« to afk for Diderot as the moft capable of for~ i
« warding your enterprize2 Would not the Duke
«¢ of Nivernois help you in that project; would :
¢ not he be the fpeaker on the occafion? The
« bigots will fay, that Diderot has written a
« metaphyfical work which they do not under-
« ftand:  Deny the faiZ, [ay. that ke did not write ity
< and that he is a good Catholic—it is Jo ealy 10 be' @
s Catholic*.’ T el
It would be an obje& of furprife to the reader
and to the hiftorian to fee Voltaire ftraining every
nerve, calling on Dukes and courtiers, not blufh-
ing at the vileft hypocrify, advifing bafe difimula-
tion, and that merely to gain the admiffion of one
of his fellow confpirators, into' the academy; but
this furprife will ceafe when they fee D’Alembert’s
own words: I am perfetly [erfible how: much the
common caufe would. be bengfired by it5 or in ‘other
words, the war we are waging againft Chriftianity.
 Thefe words will explain 2ll his agitation, And

~

® Letter 11th of Auguft 1760,
o
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to have admitted within: the, fanctuary of lettersy
the man the mof’t notorious for his. ineredulity,
it not. have been corroborating  the faule
,,had commlttcd, in_letting " itfelf 'be
| away by the hvpocuucal demonftrations of -
,70 leaire or a D’Alembert? Would it not have
been crowning the moft fcandalous impiety with
the laurels of literature, and declaring that Atheifm
, dm bem« a ﬁam, would be a new title o
us honorsP The moft prejudiced muft own: it
Would hayé been an open, contempt for religion,
and Choifeul and La Pompadour were confcious,
that it was not yet time to allow the confpirators
fuch a. mumph D’Alembert - even fhrunk - back
when he beheld the clamours it would excite, and:
defifted. for the prefent: - But the critical moment
Was now come, when the minifters. {ecretly ab-
betted whac they publicly feemed, to. with to
crufh.. DAlembert perfifted in his hopes,- that
with fome contrivance he would foon be able to
_cxcludc all - writers from ) literary honors,-who:
had not oﬁ'cred fome facrifice at leaft, to the Antis
chriftian Sophiftry, and he at length fucceeded:
Succehiof  From the time when D*Alembert had conceived
};lf r:;“r’ of What importance the French academy, con- |
 znd lift of verted into a club of 1rrehg10us Sophifters, might
#he prin- e g9 the confpiracy, let us examine the merits of
cipal aca-
demici- fome of thofe who were admitted among_its
2 members. Firft, we find Marmontel perfe&ly
B coinciding
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Lommdmcr in opinion with Voltaire, D’Alembert
and D1derot then in fucceflion, La Harpe the
favorite adept of Voltaire Champfort, the adept
and hebdomadary co-adjutor of Marmontel and
La Harpe; a Lemierre diftinguithed by Voltaire
as a flaunch enemy to the wretch, or Chrift *; an
Abbé Millot whofe fole merit with D’Alembert
was his total oblivion of his priefthood, and with

the public to have transformed the hiftory of“
Erance into " an antipapal one +; a Briennes, long

fince known to D’Alembert as an enemy to the
_ church, though living in its bofom; a Suar, a
Gaillar, and laftly a Condorcet, whofe reception
was to enthrone the fiend of atheifm wn;hm the
walls of the academy. 3

It does not appear why Mr. de Turgot did not
fucceed in his admiffion, though feconded by all

the intrigues of D’Alembert and Voltaire . In

cafting an eye on their correfpondence, the reader

would be furprifed to fec of what concern it was

to them to fill this philofophical Sanhedrim with

their favorite adepts.  There are above thirty
letters on the admiflion of their adepts, or on the

exclufion of thofe who were friendly to religion.

Their intrigues, whether through protection or -
any other way, were at length fo. ﬁxccefsf’ul that

s Letter from Voltaire to Damilaville, 1767. :
+ Letter of D’Alembert, 27th Dec. 1777-
1 Letter of Voltaire, 8th of Eeb. 1776

- Vol.1.: : K
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ina few ‘years, the nime of Academitian and
Atheift or Deift were fynonimous, If there were yet
to be found among them fome few men, cfpecially
bithops, of a different ftamp  from  Briennes, 'it
was ‘a‘ remains of deference: fhown ‘them, which
fome' might have miftaken for an honor, whiltt

‘they fhould havei‘looked wupon it as an ‘infult; to
~ be feated next to a D’ Alembert, a Marmontel or

a Condorcet i ‘
““There was however among the forty, a la?man

'much to be refpéted  for his piety. - This was Mr.
_ ‘Beauzet. T one day afked him, how it had been

poffible, that a man of his morality could ever
have been affociated with menfo notorioufly un- -
believers? < The very fame queftion (he an-
<« fwered), have I'put to D’Alembert. At one
< of the fittings, feeing that I was nearly the only
« perfon who believed in God, I afked him, how

e he poflibly could ever have thought of me for
< a member, when he knew thar my fentiments

< and opinions differed {o widely from thofe of

"« his brethren? D’Alembert without hefitation

¢ (added Mr. Beauzet) anfwered, I am fenfible
¢ of your amazement,. but we were in want of a
¢ {kilful gramarian, and among our party, not one
€ had made himfelf a reputation in that line. We.
‘“ knew that you believed in God,, but being 2
£ good fort of man, we caIt our cycs on you,
; T« fOI‘
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& for rwant of / a philofophet: to. fupply! your
$Splaoardinds T oioidon L atow fisCliafindis

Vi hus was the feeptre wrefted from‘thme'- ha‘nd.;;

_of fcience ‘and talents, 'by the hand of impicty:
.~ Voltaire had wifhed to place this confpirators under
- the prote@ion of the Royal: Sophifter ;- D’ Alem-
~ bert ftopped their flight, and made them triu-r_n‘ph'
‘in theivery ftates of that monarch, who gloriéd in
the ticle of Mott Chriftian. His plot, better laid,
roonferred the laurels of literature folely on: the
impious writer, whillt he who dared defend reli-

.gion, was to be covered with reproach and infamy.
‘The French academy thus conveited into a club

~of infidels;was a far better fupport to the Sophifters

confpiring againft Chriftienity, than any colony
which Voltaire could,l\xave concei\ved, The acade-
vy infected the men of letters, and thefe perverted
the public opinion by that torrent of, impious
vprodu&ions,,_which, de’luged all ‘Europe..  Thefe

. were to be inftrumental in bringing) over :the
ipeople to univerfal apoftacy, and will be confi- -

dered by us, as the fixth means for the Antichriftian

- revolution.

ki @ CHIAR.

®

131



Congest -
of thesda

chiefs in
their
writings.

- THE ANTICHRISTIAN, CONSPIRACY.

Szxtla Means of the Confpir 41.‘07:.—-—Inundalzan of
‘ ntzzbrzjz‘mn Wrztmgr. :

HAT for thefc forty years p’lﬁ and partr-
cularly for the laft twenty of Voltarre s hfe ) .
aLI’Europc has been overrun w1th moft lmPIOUS
writings, Whether under the forms of pamp! 11ets,‘
fyf’cems, romances or pretended ln{’tones, is one of

: thofe felf—cvrdent truths which nceds no . proof

T houvh I thall in this place confine myfelf only

1to a part of whatI have to fay on this fubjet, I

will here fhow how the chiefs of the confprracy
a&ed in concert, whether i m the produ&ron, the
multlphcatron or drf’mbutron of them, n order to_

diffeminate their porfons thoughout Europe.

The method to be obferved in thcrr own works,
was parncularly concerted bctween Voltarre,
D’Alembert and Fredenck We fce them, in
their lcttcrs, conﬁdmcr to each other "drﬂ"erent
works they are wrmno acramﬁ G 1r1{hamty, thelr
hopes of fuccefs and thcn' arts to enfure e We
ee them fmrle at the fnares they have léxd acramf’c
rchgron, and that partlcularly, in thofe Works and
fyftems, whlch'thcy aﬂ'cé‘tcd mo{’c o look upon as
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indifferent to, or as rather promoting than at-

‘tacking religion. In that ftyle D’Alembert was

. vmes who

'f‘oundihoh and

admirable. The following example will convince
the hiftorian, or the reader, of the great art of this
crafty Sophifter.

133

It 1s well known, with What 1mmenfe pams our Cunning

-~ philofophers of the day, have been forming their le;]geﬁ'

pletended phyfical fy{‘cems on the formation of with re-

OICS of the earth.. We Hhave feen them dxvmo
nto. mmes, {plitting mountains or digging up their
furface in fearch of (hells, to trace old'ocean’s tra~
ve ]s, and ‘build their epochs.” Thefe ‘urierous
; arches, to hear them talk had no other end'

1101on,f ahd we have reafon to believe that many'

'of our “haturalifts had no other objeé‘t in view, as

many of them, real men Qf learning and of candour
‘ nd 'capable of obfervatlon,'

tho{c'vam fy&ems by their ﬁudxes, Tabours or pe-

‘ pocI s ahd. fyﬁems drew the attentlon 1 of d1-:
had to mamtam thc truth of thc fa

the So’rbonne S the‘defcnders of 1acred;
Kes ; : wnt,

g5 not fuch thc cafc thh D Alembert‘ :

the globe, their numerous theories and gencalo- fyﬁe,,:g,i’
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wiit, D' Alembert writés a work under the title of
The Abufe of Ciiticifin, a real apology of all thofe
fyftems. The mam drife of ‘the work,  was with :
fhowing 4 great refped for religion, to' prove that
neither” revelation, ‘notr'the credibility of Mofes,
could be the leaft affected by thefe theories ‘or
epochs, and that the alarms of the divines were
unorounded Many pages were dedicated: to prove
that thefe fyftems could only ferye to raife our
ideas to the g¥and and fublime. ~ That fo far. from
“counteradiing the power of Gody or his divine wi ol
‘they only difplayed it more 5 that confidering,the
“objedt of their refearches, i little became the divine,
But the natural philofopher to judge of them.” Divines
are repxcfented ‘as ‘marrow-minded, pufi zlmzzmnus, o7
“enemies to reafont, terrified at ‘an objeé‘t ‘which did
not fo much as regard them. He is very pointed
“in his writings againft thofe pretended panics, and
among other things fays, < They have fought to
e« conneft Chriftianity with {yltems purely philofo-
S« phxcal In vain did religion, fo fimple and pre-
Ve cife in its tenets, conftantly throw off the alloy

-&¢ ghat ‘disfigured it, ‘and it is from' that alloy the
¢ notion has prevailed, of its being attacked in

P

A works ‘where'it was the leaft fo*.2

Thefc are precifely the works where, for the
formanon of the umverfe, a mucb longer [pace of
vime is required, than the h]ﬁory of the creation,

¥ The Abufe of Crmczfm, Nos, 4, 15, 16, 17
: dehneatcd '
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delineated by Mofcs, leaves us at 11berty to fup~
pofe.
| Who but would have t! thought D’Alembert con-

- winced that all thofe phyfical fyﬁems, thofe theo-

ries,  and longer [pace of time, fo far from overturn-

ing; Chriftianity, would only ferve to raife the gran-

deur and fublimity of our ideas of the God of Mofes
_ andiof the Chriftians.  But that fame D’Alem-
- bert, while feeking this Jonger Jpace. of time, antici-
' pited his applaufe to the lie, which-his travelling
adepts were about to give to Mofes and to reve-
Jation. - Thofe adepts rambling in the -mountains
of the Alps or the Appenines, are the men he
_points out to Voltaire  as precious 7o philofephy. . It
-is he who, after having been fo tender for the ho-
‘nor of Mofes and revelation, writes to Voltane,

1« This letter, my dear companion, will be deli--

st wvered to you by Defmarets, a man of merit and

« of found philofophy, who wifhes to pay his re-

€5 -fpeé‘ts to you on his journey to Italy, where he
<« purpofes making.fuch obfervations on natural biftory,
<5 a5 may. very well. give the lie to Mofes. . He will
¢ not fay a word of this:to the mafter of the fa-
‘cred palace, but. if perchance, bz Jhouid difoover
that the world. is more ancient than even, the fep~

<

S

€

-

S5 tyagint prez‘md be will not keep ita jecm‘ ﬁom ‘

! L yau EL

* Let. 137, 1763. o
4K ginats kel € T

‘135
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16 would have been difficult to tufe more. aft,
» though, it were,to direét the: Jhand of 1an ! affaffin 5
tairein  1’Alembert, would fometimes, -direét: Volraire,
i‘;sg:'m' when fhafis. were! to. be fent from. Ferhey, which
could: not (yet: be- thot from Paris. - On thefe-oc=
cafions. the  theme was already made; and only
needed the latt glofs of Voltaire’s pen.: 17
. Wiheny, inl 17635 -the Sorbonne: publithed thdt
.famous Thefis, which foretold what the Frenchire=
volution has fince taught the fovereigns of Burope,
on the. evil tendency of  this. modesn philofophifim
to theix very: thrones ; D’Alembert; i, haftes ins
forms; Voltaire ofi the exigeney of counteracting
an, impreflion fo. detrimental to the confpiracys
He, thews Voltire how to impofe,oni the kings
themfelves, and how to mvolve the  church in-all
their. doubts and fufpicions: In tracing this-mafs
ter-piece of :art and cunning,: he reminds him of
ghefcontefts long. fince  extindty between | the
priefthood and the empire, and lets him' 1nto, the
whole art of throwing odium and fufpicion onthe
elergy *..\ Many other plans are propofed to the
patrxarch \according te. circumftances .. Lihofe
were in his, ftyle the - chefnuts - that. Bertrand
‘(D’Alembcrt) puinted out ynder the afbes; and which
Raton (Voltaire) was to help him to draw out of
the fire with his delicete paws - .

# Let.%of D*Alembert, 18th ]a.n. and’ gth Feb. x77 3
+ Partxcularly let. of 26th Feb. and z2d March 1774."

suisiloV ‘ el Voltaite
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< Woltaire did ‘not fail, 'on’ His patt, 0 “inform Thew
D’Alembert and the other adepts, of what' he’htm- CO“CGT
felfcompofed; or of the fteps he'took with miniftry!
- Iois thus that as @ prelude o) the “plundering dex
 crees of the'revolution, he gave' ‘Cotne D’ Argental
notice'of the memorial'he had fent' to"the’Duke
de Praﬂm, toiptevailon that minifret' to 'deprive
thei clemy of part ‘its maintenance by abol 1ﬂung
tythes i ( i , : ,
Thefe fecret memortials, the anccdotés; whether
tove “or flanderous againft the ‘religious ‘writers,
. were“all' concerted' among the confpirators' and
their chiefs +. ' Even to the fmiles, the witticifins
ot infipid epicrams of the adepts; wete under ' the
dire@ion of Voltaire, and ufed by him as forward= .
ing'the” confpiracy. - He, better 'than”any 'man;
knew the powers of ridicule; ‘and he would' often
recommend it to the adepts” in their writings or
in their converfation. * < Do your beft, he writes
< to D' Alembert, to preferve your' cheatfulnefs,
< always endeavour o crufb’ the wretch. Plonly
“ afk five or fix’ witticifms' a’ day ;" that would
¢ fuffice, It would'not get the better of ‘theni,
<« Laugh Democrltus, make me lauvh, and the'

& fages ihall carry the day;[: 2

&

A

# Let. to the Count D’Argeﬁtal\ o
+ Letters of Voltaire and D’Alembert, 18:and 2o,
1 Let. !zS.\, I he 3

e Voifa;irgz
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- Violtaire' was not always“of 'the fame opinion','-

with regard to this artack’ on Chriftianicy. ! This’
method was not fufiiciently elevated for philofo- i
pher, and he foon ‘after adds, in‘his' quility of
cliief, To the flood of jefts and farcafims, there fhould
fucceed, Jome ferios work, which’ however. Jhould
bé wordh’ reading, for the juftification of the philo=
{ophers, ‘2nd the ‘confufion of tke wreich*. “This®

_worl, notwithftanding the exhortations  of ‘the
' chief, and his union with the adepts, neverwas::

executed, “But on the other fide, the'prefsiteemed

~ with deiftical and atheiftical works, fraught with

calumny and impiety. Monthly of ‘weekly fome

‘new production of the' moft darins dmplety was

printed in Holland. Such- were the Phi Z(Jopbzc
Soldier, The Doubis, Prz.sﬁcmft, Blackgmrd i i
veiled't, which are nearly the’ moft profligate the’
fet has' prodiced. © One would" have thought
Voltalre alone preﬁded over this traffic of impiety, -

 fuch was his zeal ‘in promoting the' fale of them.

_‘Cu"(:ul:x—

. tionof
i thefe

works

nrged.

He recered notice of the pubhcauons, whxch he'tt
commumcated to his brethren ‘at Paris:’ ‘He rex
commended theu' oettmg them, circulating them’; -

: upb1 axded them with their little ardor in'fpread~:

I

- ing them abroad whﬂe he' lnmfelf dxfperfcd them

e Let to D’Alembert, 67.

+ Le Militaire Philofophe; Le§ Doubts, lImpoﬁure Sacer— A

: dota]e, Le Pohffomfme devoﬂe.
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all-around him *. | To ftimulate -them, he would
write; that it was out of thefe, works zhat il the
German youth. learned to reads in | fbort, that they

were the univerfal catechifins from Badenio Mofeow a.

- When he thought Holland could not fufficiently;
infeét France with thefe profligate writings, he
would felect thofe which D’Alembert was to get
privately printed at Paris, and then diftribute them
by thoufands. . Such, for example, was the pre-
tended Survey of Religion, by Dumarfais, ¢ They
¢ have fent me,” thefe are Voltaire’s own words,
¢ @ work of Dumarfais ASCRIBED i0 §¢. Evremond.
« It is an excellent work (precxiely one of the

- <« moft impious). I exhort you, my dear brother,
' ¢ to prevail on fome one of our faithful and be-
<« Joved, to reprint this little work, which may

s.doia grcat deal of good §.” Like exhortations, .

but rather more prefling, he made with regard to
the  Laft Will of Fean Mefliery of that famous
Curate of Etrepigni, whofe apoftacy and blaiphe-
mies could make fill fironger an impreffion on
the minds of the populace. = Voltaire would com-
plain that there were not f{o many copies of that
impious worl in all Paris, as he himfelf had difper-
fed throughout the mountains of Switzerland §.

* See his letters to Count D’Argental, to Mad. du Deffant

- and particalarly to D*Alembert, No. 2z, 1769
4 Let. to the Count D’Argental, 26th Sept, 17606,

1 Let. 122.

§ Let. of. D’Alcmbcrt, 3d of July, and of Vcltaue, 1 5th

Sep,t' - : : D’'Alem-

139,
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+ D’Alembert washimfelf obliged: to apologize

» g5 if indifferent and deficient in point of zealy but
« particulatly fori not having dared, at the entreatics

: of, Voltaire, to print in, Paris and diftribute four or
DAlem- fie thoufand copies-of Fobn Maflier’s Laft Will. His

bert’s ex-
cufe.

excufe fhows. the confummate, confpirators: who

knows how to wait ;the moment, and take precau-

tions t_o'cnfure4,th~at fuccefs, which too great preci-
pitancy might have ruined #. : We fee by whathe
writes 'to Violtaite on a mafler-piece of impiety,
entitled Good Senfe, that he wasiperfe@ly-aware ‘of

the effe@ thefe impious works had on the:minds

of the people’; thathe knew when they were ito:be
‘multiplied or caft into the hands of the vulgar; he
fays, « This prodution’ (Gosd Senfe) isawork
« much more to be dreaded than the Syffem of
« Nature.” It really was fo, becaufe, with
greater art and'unconcern, it leads to the moftiun-
‘qualified Atheifm ; and for that -reafon ‘wesfee
D?Alembert fetting forth the advantages to be de-
rived from it to the confpiracy if it were abridged,
though already but fmall, /o as £0. coft no more than
fve-pence, and thus 1o be fisted for the pocket andthe

7mdmg of ‘every cook-maid . 8101
Thefe low intrigues were not the onlywmeans
thc Sophifters -reforted to, to evade thelaw; and
overrun all Europe  with thefe ‘Antichriftian  pro- -
' ductionss
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ductions.  They were fupported “at court by Their

powerful men, or minifterial adepts, who' knew cuc
on helped

how to ﬁlence the law itfelf, or if it ever was to by minif-

fpeak, it was only the better to favour this im- V"

. pious traffic, at another time, in {pite of the ma-

‘giftracy.  The duke de Choifeul and Ma]efherbes

were again the promoters of this grand means of
- robbing the people of their religion; and infinua-

ting' the ‘errors of philofophifm. The former,

with all the affurance of minifterial defpotifin,

threatened the Sorbonne with all the weight of his

indignation, when by their public cenfures, they

fought to guard the people againft thofe epheme-

rous produttions. It was this firange exertion of

authority, which made Voltaire exclaim, Long live
the minifiry of Erence; above all, long live the Duke of
Chotfeul ! *. '

- Malefherbes, who, having the fuperintendency
‘over the whole of bookfelling, ‘and hence enabled
to evade the law, both as to the introduction and
cireulation of thefe impious writings, was on that
obje; in perfeét unifon withD’Alembert. - They
both would willingly have hindered  the cham-
pions of religion from printing their replies to that
legion of infidels then rifing in France. - But the
time was not yet come.  With his pretendcd to-
leration, Voltaire was indignant, that under a p}u-

# Let. of Voltaire to Marmontel, 1767.

lofophic
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Isfophic’ milnifter, \the ‘apologifts of the Gofpel,
Mould Ml liave aceefs to the prefs, and D’Alem-
Bett is obliged 1o plead in' his defence, that Males-
Herbes; for/far fiom favoring ' the antxp’n‘ofoplnc
wotks; had ‘reluctantly been obliged' ¢o fubmit to'
Juperior orders, which he could not refift % ‘Not
icontent with a fimple ‘connivance, fuch E\CUfCS
were not fatisfattory to Voltaire,” nothing lefs thiin
the ‘authiority of lings could fecond his' zedl, and
the “has “again recourfe to Bredesick. This inun-
‘dation of impious’ books, was to have been the

Concert grand objett of his colony.  “As yet unconfoled
of Vol- g tfie failure of that plan he ‘writes tb the King

taire and

Frederick'of the Sophifters, « Was T younger, had T'health,

on this
objedt.

T would wxlhncly quit, the houfe T have built,
“« glie trees 1 have planted, to go and dedxcatc
« with two or three philofophers, e :
« my life, under your protecticn, to th ‘ptinting
wciof b fow ufeful books.  Bus, Sire, camnot’ yor,
s Soisbiont expofing yourfelfy bave fome of the Beérlin

R Fobkﬁlle‘rs encouraged to reprint tbem,~a7z':z”to d/

< gribute’ them throughons Enrcpe a o pme la-w

4 ehaugb 10 enfure their falet.”

“IThis' propofal which ‘transformed ‘the kmcr of
Pru{ﬁa into the hawker-general of Antichriftian
pamphlcts, did not difpleafe his protec’hng tna-

Jefty. @« You may (anfwels Frederick) make

4 fﬁﬁéﬁ'?, ‘Sdf;"‘Sﬂ’ Jan. 1757. t sth April 1 767.

Fh i v , : “« ufe
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#fe of our printers as you pleafe, they enjoy per-
fect diberty, 1and as they are connetedwith

"

-

~

¢ veying books whitherfoever  they may -think

<€ proper *.2 :
Even at Peterfburg, Voltaire had found hawkers

"of thefe impious productions. . Under the pro-

teCtion, and by the influence of Count Schou-

_vallow, Ruffia was to petition Diderot, for leave to
e honoured with, the. impreflion. of the: Encyclo-

¢ thofe of Holland, France and Germany, I have \'
- ¢ no doubt, ‘but that they have means of con-

g

spedia, and Voltaire is commiffioned to -announce .. .

that triumph toDiderot . - The moft impious and -

moft feditious work Helvetius had: written, Tas T b

then reprinting at the Hague, and the Prince

.Gallitzin dares to dedicate it to the Emprefs of all
.the. Rufﬁas ,

._,Herc Volwaire’s zeal, was out-run by

v‘hIS fuccefs. He could not help remarking, with

what amazement the world would fee fuch a work
infcribed to the moft defpotic fovereign on earth ;

but whillt he fmiled at the imprudence and folly

_of the prince adept, he exultingly beheld:zzz flock

of Jages filently increafing, fince princes themfelves

“were no lefs eager than himfelf, in the, circulation
of thefe antichriftian writings. We find this ac-

4

_count repeated three different times in his letters

.to D’Alembert fo great was his j Joy, and fo conﬁ-

) ,,5th May, 1767. 1- Let of Voltan'e to: Dxderot
e dent
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dent was he of annihilating allidea of Chriftianity
in the minds of the people by this means.
In this chapter we have only treated of the

. fohcxtudc with w hich the chiefs fought to infufe

Their
de&rine.

. clafs of readers, I might look upon the

the poﬂon of their writings into the minds of the
people later we fhall fee the means employed by
the fect, to extend it to the hovel or the cottage, and
to imbibe that low rabble with its impious prin-
ciples,t though we have feen V. oltaire fo lictle
defirous of fuch a conqueft,

Note s CHAP,IX.

O thofe Warks which are more particularly recommended by
the Confpiratois.

Were I lefs acquainted with o certain, though numerous

about to make, on the do@trine of thofs
chiefs of the confpiracy, independently o :
to circulate through all claffes of focmty, as fuperfuous,

I have not only to {ausfy men difficult of conviéion, but

* perfuade men who will refift cvxdencd itfelf, unle(s it over-

whelms them. In fpite of all the proofs we have already ad-
duced of the éonfpiraej} formed and carried on by Voltaire,
D’ Alembert, Frederick, Diderot and their adepts againft the
vitals of Chriffianity, will nobody recur again to fay, that
the Sophifters only levelled their writings at the abufes, or
at leaft that Catholicity was their only aim, and that they .
never meant to attack the divers other xehgxons that are within
the pale of Chn{hamty, whether at Geneva or London; in
Germany or Sweden. The extreme falfity of fuch an argu-
ment renders it abfurd. - If we do but reflett for a moment
on the nature of thofe works, wluch the Sophifters circulated
: : with
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\uth fo much zeal; could” they wifh to diffeminate other
principles than thofe preached up-in thefe works 2 Let us ap-

145

That the
confpira-

peal to them and fee if the deftruttion of abufes, or even of Cy Was

Catholicity alone, could have been their fole obje&.

The works we have feen (o higly recommended by Vol-
taire and D’Alembert, are particularly thofe of Freret,
Boulanger, Helvetius, )'ohn Meflier, Dumarfais and- Maillet,
or at Jeaft they bear the name of thefe Sophifters: = They are
once more, THE Ppirosornic SoLpIER, THE Dounts
OR THESaGE’s SCEP r1cism, Goop SensE, whofe authors
remain unknown. I will lay before the reader the divers
opinions, broached by thefe writers, fo much commended by
the Sophifters, concerning thofe points which canfiot be in-
validated, without overthrowing the very foundation of Chri-
ftianity. Then let any one conclude that the confpiracy

: only 1mpucmed abu(es, or fome partlculal branch of Chri-
fHianity.

The abfeliée belicf of the exiffence of 'a God, belongs to

3 is Chriftian'; let us’ then exam'me theit

doétrine 2 3
Freret preflly, ¢ The aniverfal cauf, tziaf Gop
 ofthe phi qf I)bn’.r, of the few; and of the Chriftians, is but &

€ thimera and a phantom.”  'The fame author continues,

¢ Imagination daily creates frefh chimeras, which raife in
< them' that impulfe “of fear, ‘and fuch'is the pu:mtom of
- ““ithe Peity = = = i
The author of Good Sexfe, or of that work which T Alem-
bert withes to- fee abridged, in order to fell it for
five-pence to the poor and ignorant, is not fo emphatical ;
“but what is his do@trine ¥ € That the phenomena of nature ovly
“< prove 1he exiffence of Gob 10 a S prepoffffed men,” that is
to ﬁy, full of falfc prejudxces 5 ¢ that she. rwm{m of nat_u]:,

& Letter from Thrafybulus o Luc1ppus, paga ‘64 and 2 ,4. '

6 L ; “ o

&

general,
proved
by thefe
works,

Dorine
of thefe
works
Of God.

:gc
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S fo far from befpeaking @ Gov, are but the ueceffary effects of
< matter prodigioufly diverfified ¥

The PmW phic Soldier does not deny the ex1ﬁence of Gop,
but fets off, in his firft chapter, by a monftrous comparifon
between Fupiter and the Gop of the Chriftians, and the pagau :
god carries all the advantage of the difcuflion.

According to the Ghriftianity Unweiled, which appeared
under the name. of Boulanger, it is more reafonable to admit
with Manes of & twefold God, than of the Gop of Chri-
{tianity .

The author of the Doubts or of Scepticifm, informs the .
world, ¢ That they cannot know whether a Gop really
« exilts, or whether there exifts the fmalleft difference
< beween good and evil or wice and wirtue.”. Such is the
drift of the whole of that work f.

We find the fame oppofition to Chriftianity in their
doftrines on the fpirituality of the Sour. With Freret,
« eyery thing that is called Spirit or Soug, Bas o more
¢ reality than the phantoms, the chimeras 0%

The Sophifter of the pretended Good
ments anew to prove, that it isthe body
judges, and that the Sou is but @ chimera ||

thinks and

Helvetius pronounces, ¢ That we are in an error, when :
< we make of the Sout a fpiritual being; that nothing can be
< more abfurd, and that the Sour is nat 2 diftintt b.emg Sfrom
<< the body **. :

Boulanger tehs us decidedly, < Thatthe immortality of the
« SouL, fo far from fimulating' man to the practice of

* No. 36 et paflim. ‘ + Page 101.
. 1 Particularly No. 1oo and 1o1.
* § Letter from Thrafybulus. || No. 20 and 100.

#% Of the Spirit, and of Man and his Education, No. 4
and s,

2 i
<€ virtue,
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% virtue, is nothing buta darbarous, defperate, fatal tenet, and
““ contrary to all legiflation *.”

147

If from thefe fundamental tenets, effential to every reli- OnMora.«

gion, as well as to Catholicity, we pafs on to Mor aLITY,

i

we fhall find Freret teaching the people, that * all ideas of

<< juftice and injuffice, of virtue and wice, of glory and infamy,
* are purely arbitrary and dependent on cuftom +.2?

Helvetivs will one while tell us, that the only rule by
which wirtuous actions are diftinguithed from wicions ones, is
the faw of princes, and public utility. Elewhere he will
fay, ““ that wirtue, that honefly, with regard to individuals,
““is no more than the habit of altions perfonally advantageous,
¢ and that felfintereft is the fole fcale by which the a&ions
¢ of man can be meafured.” Infine, “ thatif the virtuous
“ man is not happy in this world, then will be the time
<< to cry out, O Virtue ! thou art but an einpty dream 1.

The {ame Sophifter alfo fays, that < fiblime wirtue, en-
‘¢ lightened awifdom, are only the fruits of thofe paffions called
 folly. Or that ftupidity is the neceflary confequence of
“< the ceffation of paflion. That to moderate the paflions, is
¢ to ruin the flate [|- That confrience and remorfe are nothing
< but the forgfght of thofe phyfical penalties, to which
€€ crimes expofe us. That the man who is above the law, can
¢ commit, without remorfe, the dithoneft a& that may ferve
< his purpofe §. That is litele impores whether men are vi-
ciaus, if they be but enlightened £*.

And the fair fex will be taught by this author, that
“ mopesTy is only an ‘uwention of refined wolu;)tu‘gz{jlgli-:

* Antiquity Unveiled, page 15.

+ Letter of Thrafybulus.

1 On the Mind. Difcourfe 2d and 4th.

i| Idem. Difcourfe zd and 3d, chap. 6, 7, 8 and to;
& Idem. Of Man,' vol, 1ft, fec. zd, chap. 7.

A Idem No. g, chap. 6.
1 L2 < that

ty.
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¢ that moran Ty has nothing to apprehend from /e, for
<€ it is the Paﬁion that creates genius, and renders man virtu-
<« ous*>  He will inform children, that ¢ the command-
¢ ment of loving their father and mother, is more the work
<« of education than of nature +.”” He will fay to the mar-
ried couple, that < the law which condemns them  to

© < live together, becomes barbarous and cruel on the day they

< ceafe to love eacli other I.”

In vain thould we feek among the other works that ‘the
chicfs of the confpirators wifthed to circulate a more Chri-
fian MORALITY. Dumarfais, as well as Helvetius, knows
no other virtue but what is #fful, nor vice but that which zs
hurtful to man upon earth . The Philofophic Soldiers
thinks that fo far from being able tosoffend God, men are
obliged to execute bis laws §.  The author of the Good Senfe {o
much praifed by the leaders, tells them that to think we
can offend: God, is #o zhink ourfelves fironger than God**. He
- would even teach them to anfwer us, ¢ If your God leaves
<¢ to men the Lberty of damning themfelves, avhy fbould you
<< meddle with it 2 Are you awifer than that God whofe nghts
¢¢ you wifh to avenge {+.”

Boulanger, in that work fo much admired by Frederick
and Voltaire, afferts that the fear of God, fo far from being
the beginning of wifdom, awould rather be the beginning qf
Jolly 11 s
Tt would be ufelefs to the reader, and irkfome to us, -
were we to carry thefe quotations any farther. Thofe who
*wifh to fee thefe texts and numberlefs others of the fame kind,

" may perufe the Heryian LeTTers. But certainly there

* Of the Mind. Dif. 2d,kchap. 4and 15, &c.

+ Of Man. Chap. 8. 1 Ibid. Sed. 8, &c.
{| Effay on Prejudices, chap. 8. § Chap. zo.
® & Scft o7 v Lt Seloran, 11 Chriftianity un-

veiled, in a note to page 163,

is
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is enough here to demonftrate, that confpirators who wifhed
to circulate fuch works, were not levelling folely at the Ca-
tholic religion, much lefs at a few abufes. No evidently
every altar where Chrift was adored, was to be overthrown,
whether Anglican, Calvinift or Proteftant.

The bafe project of throwing into circulation four or five
thoufand copies of John Meflier’s Laft Will, would fully
prove the abfolute defign of annihilating every veftige of
Chriftianity, fince this Laft' Will or Teflament is nothing
but 2 grofs declamation againft the doGines of the
Gofpel.

Ly

149"



Fago THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.
GEAR X

OF the Spoliations and Vialences projected by the Con-
fpirators, and concealed under’ the Name of Tole-

ration.
What ERHAPS of all the arts put in practice by
their tole- %
ration the confpirators, none has fucceeded. better

seallywas. with them, than that perpetual appealin all their -
writings to Zoleration, teafon, and bumanity 5, of
which Condorcet tells us they had made their war
bosp*. In fact it was natural enough, that men

- who appeared {o deeply imprefied with thefe fen-

+ timents fhould gain the attention of the public :
But were they real 2 Did the confpiring Sophifters
mean to content themfelves with a true toleration?

A’s they acquired ftrength, did they mean to grant

to others what they afked for themfelves? Thefe
queftions are eafily folved, and it would be
 ufelefs for the reader to feek the definition of each
of thefe high-founding words impofed upon the
public, when their private and real fentiments are
 to be feen in their continued cry of Crufb religion.
To caft an eye on their correfpondence, is fuffi-
cient to identify the plans of thefe confpiring So-

* Sketch on Hiftory,  Epoch g.
phifters,
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phifters, with thofe of the Jacobins their fuccel
fors ; do not the Petions, the Condorcets, and the
Robefpierres, adopt their wifhes and execute their
plans under the fame mafk of toleration.

Plunder, violence and death has been the tole- Spolia-
ration. of the revolutionifts.  Nor were any of g‘zgig_"‘
thefe means foreign to the firft confpirators, whofe ted by
language the latter had adopted. As to fpolia— ¥ Olt2ire:
tions, I have already faid that Voltaire, as early
as the year 1743, was plotting with the King of
Pruffia to plunder the ecclefiaftical princes and the
religious orders of their poffeffions. In 1764, we
have feen him fending a memorial to the Duke of
_Praflin, on the abolition of tythes, in hopes of

depriving the clergy of their fuftenance *. In
. 1770, he had not abandoned his plan when he
“writes to Frederick, I wifth to God that Ganga-
¢¢ nelli had fome good domain in your neighbour-
« hood, and that you were not fo far from Lo-
¢ retto. It is noble to fcoff at thefe Harlequin
¢ Bull-givers. - I like to cover them with ridi-
< cule, but Ihad rather PLUNDER fhem §.”

. Thefe various letters prove to the reader, that
- the chief of the confpirators only anticipated the
plundering decrees of the Jacobins, or even the
revolutionary incurfion their armies have made to

Loretto.

% Let. from Voltaire to the Count D’Argental, 1764,

+ 8th June, 1770. :
e SAE Frederick,
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Reje@ted © Frederick, affluming the kingly tone, feems for

and ap-

%roved by

rede-
rick.

¢

an inftantfo fhocked at thefe fpoliations, as to

have forgotten ‘that he had been the firft to pro-
pofe them.  He anfivers, « Were Loretto adjoin-
<< ing to my villa, I thould not touch it. Its trea-
fures might tempt a Mandrin, @ Conflans, a
<« Turpin, a Rich .. .., or their fellows, It is
« not that I reverence donations corifecrated by
fottith frupidity, but what the public venerates

-

~

<

~

<

-

is to be fpared. When one 1doks upon one’s {elf;
‘a5 gifted with fuperior lights, out of compaffion
for others, in commiferation for their weak-
nefs, one fhould not fhock their prejudices. Tt
isa pity that the pretended philofophers of our
¢ days are not of the fame way of thinking *.”
But foon the Sophifter prevails over the monarch,
and Prederick is no longer of opinion that fpoils
of the church are to be left to a Mandrin : the
very next yeat coinciding with Voltaire he writes
to him, < If the new minifter of France is a man
¢ ‘of fenfe, he will neither be weak not foolith
< enough to reftore Avignon to the Pope§.”

£

~

L§

-

<

-

<

-

" e recurs to his means of filently undermining the

edifice, by firft plundering the religious orders, that
they might then ftrip the bithops §.

. Let, fdx k]‘uly ,775, + Let 29th June 1771,
1 13th Aug, 1775,

D’Alembert,
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D’Alembert, on his fide advifed, that the clergy D’Alem-

fhould be firft deprived of that confequence they Sfcrés 2%
enjoyed in the ftate, before they were plundered of
their poffeffions. In fending to Voltaire his tafle
almoft ready made, that he might fpeak out what
he dared not utter himflf, he tells him, < that
< he muft not forget, if it could be done deli-
« cately, to add to the firft part a little appendix,
< or an engaging poftfcript on the danger there
¢ is both for ftates and kings, to {uffer the clergy
¢ to form a feparate and diftin body, with the
¢ privilege of holding regular afiemblies *.”

As yet this doctrine was new both to king or
ftate ; they had never perceived this pretended
danger of leting the clergy form a diftinét body
in the nation, as did the nobility and the third
. order ; but thefe confpiring chicfs were anticipat-
ing the horrors of the revolution, the plunders
and murders of their Jacobin fucceflors and dif-

a

a

ciples. ; ;
The violent and {fanguinary edits, the decrees Voltaire’s
of deportation and of death, were not foreign to :’:oﬂfeg‘;r
the withes of the confpiring chiefs. However fre- meafures.
quent the words of toleration, humanity or reafon,
- may be in Voltaire’s mouth, it would be a great

error in judgment to think, that thofe were the

: only arms he withed to employ againft the Chri-

& Letter 95, 1773+
o fiian. S8
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ftian religion. . When he writes to. Count Argen-
tal, « Had I but a hundred thoufand men, I well
¢ know what I would do with them*.” = Or
when he wrote to Frederick, < Hercules went to
s fight the robbers and Bellexop wn chimeras; I
« fhould not be forry to behold Helculefcs and
« Bellerophons delivering the earth both from

< Catholic robbers and Catholic chimerast.”
Doubtlefs it was not toleration that dictated thofe
withes, and one is tempted to conclude, that he
would not have been forry to behold the maffacre
of the clergy, by the Herculefes and Bellerophons
of the butchering September.. Have we not feen
him wifhing to behold every Fefuit at the botsom of
the ocean, each with a Janfenift hung to bis neck &
When with the view of avenging Helvetius and
philofophifm, he does not bluth to afk, Cowld not
the moderate and difcreet propofal of frrangling the
Taft Fefuit with the guts of the laft Fanfenift, bring
matters to fome compromife ? In reading  this,

- could we reafonably infer, that the humanity and
toleration of Voltaire would have been greatly

fhocked at the fight of thofe fhips, ftowed with

“the Catholic clergy by a Lebon, as a preparatory

ftep to fubmerging them in the ocean 1!
Frederick feemed to be nearer fimple toleration
when he anfivered Voltaire : ¢ It is not the lot of

(. "1'6_th Feb, 1761, « + 4d March, 1767.
¢ arms
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“ arms to deftroy the wretch, It will perifh by
¢ thofe of truth *.” At length he begins to think
that force muft ftrike the laft blow at. religion.
He is not averfe to this force, and one fees him
willing to employ ‘it had the occafion offered,
when he wrote to Voltaire, ¢« To Bayle, your fore-
¢ runner, and to yourfelf no doubt, is due the
< honor of that revolution working in the minds
¢ of men.  But to fpeak with truth, it is not yet
 complete ; bigots have their party, and i will
< mever be perfeited but oy a fuperior force : from
¢ government muft the fentence iffue, that fhall crufh
¢ the wretch.  Minifters may forward it, but the
S q0ill of the fovercign ot accede.  Without doubt
< this will be effectuated in time, but neither of
¢ us can be fpectators of that long-wilhed for
¢ momentt.’2
There can be no doubt but what that long-
fought for moment was that, when impiety en-
_ throned, thould caft afide the mafk of toleration,
~which it had neceffarily difguifed itfelf with: Ju-
lian-like, ‘would not Frederick alfo have had re-
courfe to fuperior force at that defired period?
would he not ‘have feconded the fophifms of the
confpirators with that fentence which was to iflue
from  the fovereign # He would have {poken as a
mafter, and under Frederick might not the reigns

¢

a

~

-~

-

~

o

# 2z5th March; 1767 + Let. 95, 1775- .
(¢}
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of 2 Domitian or a Julian have been renewed,
when apoftacy, exile or death, were the only alter-
natives left to a Chriftian’s choice. But how to
reconcile this fuperior force, this fentence of the
government, that is to crufh, with what D’Alem-
bert fays of that prince in a letter to. Voltaire,
is dificult: <« T believe him at his laft fhift, and it
« isa great pity. Philofophy will not cafily find
« like him a prince, tolerant through indifference,
< which is the true ftyle, and an enemy to fuper-
¢ ftition and fanatici{m *.” :
. But with D’Alembert even that mode of tole-
rating, through indifference, did not exclude un=
derhand perfecutions ; nor would it have been in-
compatible with this man’s rage and phrenzy, {o
openly expreﬁ’éd in his letters to Voltaire, to- fee
a2 whole nation defiroyed folely for having fhewn
its attachment to Chriftianity. ~ Could tolerations

through indifference, dictate the following lines ?

-

s Apropos of the King of Pruffia, he has at length
« oot a-head again. ' And I, as a Frenchman
<< iand a thinking being, am quite of your opi-
¢ nion; that it is a great happinefs both for France
and for_philofophy.  Thofe Auttrians aresa fee
of infolent capuchines who hate and defpife us,
and whom I could wifh to Jee amighiluted with
the fuperfiition they protest 1.

-

-~

~
~

4

-

4

PA

e Létgc;; ‘f:g;‘g,an, 1762t To Voltaire, 12th Jan. 1763.

)
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It would be ufelefs to remark in this place, that
thefe very Auftrians which D’Alembert wilhes to
{ee annihilated, were then the allies of France, at
war with that very King of Pruflia whofe victo-
ries he celebrates.  Thefe circumftances might
ferve to fhow, how much more philofophifin fway-
ed the hea¥t of the Sophifter than the love of his
country, or that toleration would not have hinder-
ed the confpirators from betraying their king: or
country, could they by that have made a new at-
tack on Chriftianity. :

We plainly fee that all thefe inhuman wifhes
were rather dropped unawares, than the awowed
objet of their correfpondence. They were pre-
paringthe road for thofe feditious and ferocious
minds, ‘who were to perpetrate what the Sophi-
fters yet could only devife and fcheme.  The day
of rebellion and murder was not yet come,: with
the fame withes circumftances had not diftributed
to them the fame parts to act. Let us then exa-
mine what charaers the firft chiefs performed, and
by what fervices each onein particular, fignalizing
his zeal in the Antichriftian Confpiracy, prepared
the reign of their revolutionary adepts.

CHAP,
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 CHAP. X1,

Part, Miffion and private Means of each of the
Chiefs of the Antichriftian Confpiracy.

N order to attain the grand object of the
confpiracy, in fhort to cruth the Chrift whom

they purfued with nnrelenting hatred, all the gene-

ral plans and means they had concerted were judged
infufficient. Fach one in particular was to concur
with his own means, with thofe which his faculties,
his' fituation” or peculiar miffion enabled him to
exert. Voltaire was endowed with all thofe talents
which adorn the eminent writer, and no {ooner

was the confederacy formed than he turned them *

all againft his God. During the laft five and

twenty years of his life he declares himfelf, that

he bad no other objed in view than to vilify the
wretch®*. Until that period, he had fhared his

- time between poetry and impiety, but hence-
hisardor: ‘

forward he is folely impious. One might have

thought ’t]iat he alone withed to vomit forth more

blaiphemies and calumnies againft the God of

 Chuiflianity, than had done the whole clafs of Celf,

“+ * Letter to Damilaville, 15th Junc 1762,
or
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or Porphyrii during all ages. In the numerous
collection of his works more than forty volumes in
8vo, Romances, Diionaries, Hiftories, Memoirs,
Letters or Commentaties, flowed from his pen,
imbittered with rage and the with of crufhing
Chrift. :

In this immenfe collection it would be in vain his con
to feek any particular fyftem of Deifm, of Ma- :fgg;"
terialifm or Scepticifm. -They-all form one
common mafs. We have feen him conju-
ring D’Alembert to unite all thefe diverging
fects in the common attack againft Chriff, and
~ his own heart may be faid to have been their
focus. He cared not from whence arofe the
ftorm, or whofe the hand that ftruck, for the
fubverfion of the altar was his only aim. The
religious authors and we ourfelves, have fhown
him fickle in his {yftems and daily adopting new
opinions, and that from his own works*; one
beheld twenty different meén in him alone, but
each of them equally hateful. Rage accounts for -
his contradiftions; his hypocrify even flows from
the fame fource. This latter phenomenon is. not
fufficiently known, ic muft have its page in hif-
tory ; but let Voltaire himfelf {peak as to the extent
and original caufe of o bafe a condudt.

Durmg that inundation of Antlchrlﬁlan books Of his
in France, government would fometimes, though' Zzg"gﬁ

* See the Helvian Letters , and paxticularlyletter 34 and 42. muniogs.

remifily, |
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remiflly, take cognizance of their authors.  Vol-

taire himfelf had been profecuted, on account of his
firk impious writings. When declared premier
chief; he thodght that more caution became: his
pre-eminence, left anylegalproof (hould be acquired
of his impiety. = The better to attack, and the
more fecurely to crufb Chriff, he conceals himfelf
under his very banners; frequenting. his temples,
being prefent at his myfteties; receiving into his
fnou'th the  God he blafphemed: . and if annually
at Eafter he received, it was but to.blafpheme his
God more audacioufly. To fo monfirous an ac-
cufation, unconteftable proofs muft be brought.
. On the 15th of Jan. 176%, Voluire fends a
performance, I know not what, but which the
edicor. of his works fuppofes to be an epiftle to Ma-
demotfelle Clairona famous aétrefs in thefe days, to
one of his female adepts, the Countefs of Argental,
whom he {tyles his angel. Beyond a doubt it was

,a.mo{’c fcandalous produltion, fince only the

chofen of the ele& are favored with it, or rather
that Voltaire dares fend it to. In fine, whatever
was the fubjec, it was accompanied thh the fol-
lowing letter.

« Will you amufe yomfelf with the perufa;

i of this ferap: will you read it to Mademoifelle
- < &Clairon? - None but yourfelf and- the Duke de

< Choifeul are in pofleflion of it: you will pre~
& fcntly tell, me: that I grow very daring and

\

« rathcr
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¢ rather wicked in my old age: ’ﬁc‘ked“?NO,‘ c
< T turn Minos, I judge the perverfe. But take care

« of yourfelf. There are people who do not for-
< give.—1I know it, and T ‘am"like them.  I'am
sc now fixty-feven years old, I'go to the parochial
« mafs. I edify my people. I am'building a
< chuich, Ireceive communion, and I will be buried

< there, zounds, in fpite of all the hypocrites.

<« [ believe in Jefus Chrift confubftantial with
« God, in the Virgin Mary mother of God—Ye
¢« bafe perfecutors what have you to fay to me.—
<« But you have written the Pucelle—No, I never
¢ did.—It isyou who are the author of it, it was
¢ you gave ears to Joan’s palfrey.—I am a good
¢« Chriftian, a faithful fervant of the king, a good
« Jordof theparifhand a proper tutor for adaughter.
¢« [ make curates and Jefuits tremble. I dowhat I
< pleafewith my lictle province as big as the palmof
¢ my hand (his eftate extended about fix miles);
e [ ama man to difpofe of the Pope whenever
S$ak plcafe.—Well ye raggamuﬂins, what ‘have
< you to fay to me.—Thefe, my dear angels, are
¢ the anfwers, I would make to the Fantins,
« Grifels, Guyons or to the little black mon-
L« key, &c. &c.% :

The female adepts might laugh at the tone and

ftyle of fuch a letter, but will the judicious reader
~ fee itin any other light, than as the production of
an. mfolent old man, who proud of his protcéhons :

Vor. Lo j M is

1671
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is:‘hcx‘lertﬁclefs determined to impudently lie, and

to fet forth the moft orthodox profeffion of faith,
thould the religious authors accufe him of im-
piety, to combat the laws with denials or his facri-
legious communions 5 and the infidel talks of hypo-
erites and bafe cowards ! e

Such odious artifice feems to have fhocked
the Count D’Argental himfelf, for on the 16th of
January following, Voltaire writes to him, ¢ That
< had he a hundred thoufand men he knows what
¢ ufe he would make of them; but as] have them
<< not, I will reccive at Eafler, and you may call

-« me bypocrite as much as you pleafe; yes by God,

¢ T will receive the facramenr, and that in com-
¢ pany with Mad. Denis and Mademoifelle Cor-
< neille, and if you fay much, I will put the Taz-
« tum ergo into verfe and that in crofs rhimes.”

It appears that many more of the adepts were
afhamied of this meannefs in their chief, He at
length thinks him{clf bound to write to D’Alem-
bert on the fubjeft, and tells him, ¢ I know
¢ there are people who fpeak ill of my Eafter
¢ devotions. It is a- penance I muft refign my-
felf to, in expiation of my fins.—2%s, I bgve
recerved my Eafter communion, and what is more,
L prefented in perfon, the hallowed breads after
this, T could boldly defy both Mohm{ts and

’ ) v“ Janfem&s* ”,

% 27th of Aprxl 1768 &,
; e If
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If thefe laft words do not fufficiently declare
the motives of his hypocrify, the following letter,
_again to D’Alembert, will do away all doubt.
It is only three days pofterior to the Iaft. <« In
« your opinion, what are the fages to do when
¢ they are furrounded by fenfelefs barbarians ?
<« There are times when one muft imitate their dif-
< tortions and Jpeak their longuage.  Mutemus cly-
¢ peos (let us change our bucklers). In fine,
« what T have done this year, I bave already done
< feveral times, and pleafe God I will do it again *.”
This is the fame letter in which he particularly re-
commends that zhe myfleries of Mytra fhould not
be divulged, and .concludes it with this terrible
fentence againft Chriftianity, For the monfter muft
Sell picrced &y a bundred invincible bands; yes, let

it fall beneath a thoufund repeated blows.
With this profound diffimulation +, Voltaire
/combined all that dark-dealing activity, which the
: ALY £ oath

* 1ft of May 1768.

4 If Iam to credit men who knew Voltaire in the earlier
part of his literary triumphs, he was then no ftranger to this
profound hypocrify. The following is an anecdote I learned

of men who knew him well. By one of thofe fantaftical .

chances, Voltaire had a:brother, an arrant Janfenift, profef-
fing all that aufterity of manners which that {e& affefted.

‘The Abbé Arouet heirfto a confiderable fortune would not
{ee his impious brother, and openly faid that he would not .

Ieave him a halfpenny, But his health was weak, and his
N Mz i ‘ life

R
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oath of cruthing the God of Chriftianity coult

His pref-
{ing ex-
hortations
to the

“ adepts.

fuggett to the premier chief of the Antichriftian
Sophifters.. Not. content with his partial attacks;
he had recourfe to whole legions of adepts from

the eaft to the weft; he encouraged them, he

prefled and ftimulated them in this warfare. = Pre-

{ent every where by his correfpondence, he would

write to one, ¢ Prevail on all the brethren,

« to purfue sbe wrelch in their difcourfes and in |

¢ their writings, without allowing him one moments

< refpite.””. To another he would fay, “ make a5 |

 much as poffible, the moft prudent efforts to crafb

« the wretch,”’  Should he obferve any of the :

adepts lefs ardent than himfelf, he would extend
his Philippics to all: « They forger (fays he) that
<< the muyft material cocupation eught fo be to crufh

life could be of no long duration, Voltaire had not g'wen
up all hopes of the inheritance; he turns Janfenift am;_l
adts the devotee ; on a fudden he appears in the ]anfeniﬁicz{l
garb, with a large flouched hat, he runs from church to
church. He took care to choofe the fame hours as the Abbé
Arouet, and there with a deportment as contrite and humble
as Deacon Paris himfelf, kneeling in the middle of the
church, or ﬁandmg with his arms croffed on his breaft his
eyes caft on the ground, on the altar or on the Chriftian orator,
he would hearken or pray with all the compunétion of the
penitent finner reclaimed from his errors. The Abbé be-
lieved in his brother’s converfion, ¢ xhorted him to perfevere

. and died leaving him all his fortune.  But the Janfenifi’s cafh
 was all that Voltau-e retamed of hxs ;;onverﬁon

e % tfa‘a:_ ‘
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‘e the monfler *. The reader has not forgotten:
that monfter, wretch and Chrift or religion, are

fynonimous in _his mouth. - Satan could not have
been more ardent, when, in the war of hell againft
heaven, he fought to ftir up his legions againtt the
Word; he could not more urgently exclaim, we
muft triumph over the Word or meanly ferve:

fhame in defeat, could not be exprefled more

forcibly by Satan than by Voltaire, when he
cries out to his adepts, ¢ Such is our pofition, that
<« e fball be the execration of mankind, if (in  this
« war againft Chrift) we have not the bester jort of
< people on'our Jide s we muit therefore gain them
< ¢coft what it will; ru/b the wretch, 1 tell you,
© < then crufb the wretch 1.7

So much zeal had made him the ‘idol ‘of the His cor-

party. The adepts flocked from all parts to fee g
him, and went away fired with his rage.  Thofe
who could not approach him, confulted him, laid
their doubts before him ; would crave to know
whether there really was a God, if they really had
a foul., Voltaire, who knew nothing of the mat-

ter, fmiled at his own power, but always anfwered '

that the God of the Chriftians was to be crafhed.
Such were the letters he received every week {.

L X Sec letters to Thiriot, Saurm and Damilaville.
f Let. to D’Alembert, 129.
z Voltaire’s let. to Mad. du Deﬁ‘ant, zzd ]uly 1761

: M3 : He

ef]aon- '



166 THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

He wrote himfelf a prodigious number in the fame
blafphemous ftyle. One muft have feen the col-
le&tion, to believe that the heart or hatred of one
fingle man could di®ate, or that his hand could
pen them, and that without alluding to his many
“other blafphemous works. 1In his den at Ferney,
he would be informed of, and fee all; he would
even direct every thing that related to the con-
ﬁ)lracy Kings, princes, dukes, marquiffes, petty
- authors or citizens, might write to him, provided
they were but impious. He would anfwer them
all, ftrengthen them, and encourage them in their
" impiety. Infine, to his extreme old age, his life
" was that of a legion of devils, whofe fole and con-
- tinued objeét, was to crufh Chrift and overthrow

his altar.
Frede-  Frederick the Sophifter, though on a throne,
e i,l;ctl:;{eli' Was not lefs altive, nor lefs aftonifhing for his ac-
’ tivity. This man, who alone did for his ftates all
that a king could do, and more even than both
kinc and minifters in moft other countries do,
; out-{’crxpped the Sophifters alfo, in thexr Anti-
 chriftian deeds.  As a chief of the confpxracy, his
. part, or folly, was to fee and protect the inferior
~ adepts, if any of them chanced to fallVi&ims to what
- was called fanaticifm. ‘When the Abbé Defprades
was obliged to fly the cenfures of the Sorbonne
and the decrees of the parliament, the fophitical
monarch prefents him with a canonicate at Bre-
‘ flaw,
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flaw *. A hair-brained youth flies the vengeance
of the laws, after having broken the public monu-
ments of religion, he is received, and the colours

of a regiment are entrufted to his hands +. His

treafures are exhaufted for his armies, but not {o

for the adepts. In the very height of war, their

penfions, and partxcularly D’Alembeit’s, are re-
Oralarly paid. ;

~ He was fometimes feen to lay afide the Sophi-

_rfcer, and think it beneath a monarch to be con-

nected with a fet of blackgnards, coxcombs and vi-

Jfionary fools T, But thofe were little fallies which
the Sophifters eafily overlooked ; his philofophifm
' would return, he was one of their’s again, and his
hatred to Chriftianity would once more engage
his whole attention. He would then fpur on Vol-
 taire himfelf; he would urge and folicit him im-

patiently for new writings, and the more impious
the work, the more he approved of it. Then

with Voltaire and D’Alembert, he would demean
. himfelf even to their artifices ; he would above
all admire the hand that ftruck unfeen, oras he

exprefles himfelf, that method of filliping thc'

wretch, while loading him with civilities §.
. Then afluming the charafter of bafe flattery,
he would ftyle Voltaire the God of Phllofophy

* Volt:ure to D’Alembert, 2 and 3.
: 1 Ibid, 211, i EITsy Dxalogues of the Dcad. :
i § 16 March l77!.

e |« He
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; ,’“ He  would  figure ‘him ;. afcmdmg Olympus,‘

< loaded and fatiated with glory,  the. congueror of
< the - wréich, fupported: by the genii-of Lu-
< cretius. and Sophocles, of Virgil and Locke,
< feated on'a car beaming with light; and placed
« between Newton and Epicurus*.>  He paid
homage to him, for the Antichriftian revolution,
which he faw: preparing . = Unable to triumph:
by fo many ticles himfelf, he would acquire that of
being laborious, and all thofe impious works, whe-
ther in rhyme or. in profe, and publifhed under his
name, are .not, the only produétions of the royal
Sophifter. Many are thofe which he privately!
uthered into circulation, and which never couldy
have been thought to be thofe of a 'man who -had

. the duties of the throne to fulfil. = Such, for exam-

ple, that extract of Bayle, more impious than
Bayle himfelf; he only rejects the ufelefs articles,
in order to condenfe the poifon of the reft.  His
Akakia, . and. that Difcourfe on_the Hiftory of. the
Church, fo much extolled as well as its preface, by,

: thc abettors of impiety. Infine, fuch were his num-

berlefs productions, in. which Voltaire finds ne:
other fault but the eternal repetitions - (like his
own), of the fame arguments againft rchglon Feiie

_* 25th Nov. 1766. +: Eet> 154, 010 1767.
1 Correfpondence of Voltaue and ng of Pruﬁia, let
133, xgl, 159, &c. &c

: - chcc
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j.Hence we {ee that it was not enough for ‘Fre-
derick to forward the confpiracy by his counfels ;
t0 give refuge to its agents; but he would alfo,
by his conftancy and application to infeét Europe
with his impieties, attain to the rank of chief. If
he was inferior to Voltaire, it was by his talents,
and not from his hatred ; but had Voltaire been
deftitute of the fupport of a Frederick, he
~ could not have rifen to the height he did. Pof-
{efled of the fecret, he would willingly have ini-
tiated all kings to the myfteries of the confpiracy,
and of all, he was the king who gave it the chief
fupport.  His example was ftill more powerful
than his wrltmgs, and it may be juftly faid that,
his reign was that of the fceptered infidel.

Placed in an humbler fphere, Diderot and Duierots

~ D’Alembert began their miffion, or parts, by a
game, which well characterized their apoftlefhip.
Both were already actuated by its zeal, but neither
had yet acquired that reputation which they after-
. wards gained, more by their impiety, than by their
abilities. * The coffee-houfes of Paris were their
firfk ftage. ‘There unknown, firft in one then in
another, they would begin an argument on religious
matters, Diderot the affailant and D’Alembert the
defendant.  The objedtion was forcible and

pointed, the energy and tone of Diderot was in- ;

vincible. The reply was weak, but made with
; all thc apparent candour of a Chriftian, who

withed :

fervices.
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wifhed to maintain the honor and truth of his re-
ligion. - The idle Parifians, who generally reforted
to thefe places, would hearken or admire, and
fometimes take a part in the difpute. Diderot
then infifted, refumed and preffed the argument.

D’Alembert in return, owned that the difficulty
appeared unanfwerable, and then withdrew as. if

~2fhamed, and regretting, that neither his divinity,
* nor his Jove for religion, could furnith him with

arguments for its defence. .Soon after our two

« friends would meet to felicitate each other on the

good fuccefs of their fham confli€t, and on the im-
preflion they had made upon the croud of ignorant
hearers, who had been completely duped. They
‘made a freth appointment ; the difpute was taken
up again, the hypocritical advocate for religion,
makes a new difplay of his zeal, but fubmits to the
fuperior arguments of Atheifm. At length the

. police, informed of their game, attempted to put

a ftop ro it: but it was too late ; thefe fophifms
had {pread through the different focieties, never

~more to be eradicated. Hence arofe, in great

part, that fury which foon became fathionable,

- with all the youth of Paris, of difputing on matters

of faith, and that fill greater folly of looking on

. objections as infuperable, which immediately dif-

appear when in fearch of truth, we feek to know
it, and follow it in fpite of thofe paffions which
mxhtatc againft it, It was on this occafion, of the

: cof}'ee—
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coffee-houfe difputations, that the licutenant of
the police, upbraiding Diderot with propagating
Atheifm, that madman proudly anfwered, Z is

true, I am an Atbeift, and I glory in it.  Why Sir, "

replied the minifter, you would know, were you
in my place, that had no God exifted, it would
be neceffary to have invented one. 3
However much the brain' of this Atheift might
‘have been heated, the fear of the Baftille put 2 pe-
riod to his apoftlethip. The minifter would have
“ been more correct in his office, had he threatened
him with Bedlam. We refer the reader to the
Helvian Letters, where are recorded his numberlefs
titles to a place there*. He was in reality the
boafting madman of the confpiracy. Theywanted

a2 man of this caft, who would utter all the abfurd

.and contradiGory impieties which his brain could
invent. Such are thofe ideas with which he filled
his different writings, his pretended Philsfophic
* Thoughts, his Letter on the Blind, his Code and
his Syffem of Nature.

This laft work gave great offence to Frederick,
who even refuted it, for reafons we fhall explain
in the Antimonarchial Confpiracy. And indced

-D’Alembert always kept the authors name a pro-

 found fecret,  He would not even own it to Vol-

~ * Let. 57 and 58.

" taire,
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taire, though he was as well acquainted with it as
myfelf. Diderot, was not the fole author of this
famous fyftem. To. build this chaos of nature,
which deftitute of intelligence, had made man in-
telligent, he had affociated with two other Sophi-
flers, whofe names I will not hazard, for fear of
error, not paying fufficient artention to them to. be
certain; but as to Diderot, I am fure, being pre-
vioufly acquainted with him. It was he who fold
the manufcript, to be printed out of France, for
the fum of one’ thoufand livres. I know the fact
from the man who paid them and owned it, when
he had learned to better know thofe impious So-
phifters. :
Notwithftanding all thefe follies, Diderot; was
not the lefs, in Voltaire’s eyes, the #lufirious phi-
lofopher the brave Diderot, and one of the moft:
ufeful  knights of the confpiracy *. The confpira-
tors proclaimed him the Great Man ; they fent

~ him to foreign courts as the Admirable Man ; and

when he had been guilty of fome notable piece of
folly, they were filent, or even difowned him. This
was the cafe in particular, when at the court of the

- Emprefs of Ruffia.

_Formerly at all courts, a fool was kept for their

: agpgfcmcnt fathion had fubftituted a French phi-

° Let from Voltaire to Diderot, zgth of Dec. 1761 and

o Damilaville, 1765, &c.

it ; _ ~ lofopher,
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lovfopher, and little had been’ga;med in ‘point of

common fenfe.  But the Emprefs Catherine, foon

_ perceived that much might be loft with refpeét to
public‘ tranquillity. She had fent for Diderot; fhe
indged his imagination to be imexbauftivle.  She
claffed him' among themoft extraordinary men that ever
exiffed *. - She was corret in her judgement, for
Diderot behaved himfelf in fuch an extraordinary
manper, that hermajefty thought it neceffary to fend
him back to the place he came from. He com-
forted himfelf for his difgrace, with the idea cha
the Ruffians were not yet ripe for the fublimity of
his philofophy.  He fets off for Paris ina bannian,
with a velvet cap on his head.  His footman, like
a king at arms preceded;' and when they were to
pafs. through any town or village, ‘he would cry
_ out to the gazing multitude, it is Diderot the
great man that paffes . Such was his equipage
from Peterfburg to Paris.  There he was, to

fupport the character of the extraordinary man,'

whether writing in his ftudy, or dealing out in

" divers companies, his philofophic abfurdities ; ale"

ways the bofom friend of D’Alembert, and the:

_ admiration of the other Sophifters.. He finithed
' his apofilefhip by bis Life of Sencca, in which he :

fees no other difference between him and his dog-

% Catherine to Voltaire, let. 134, ann0 1774, =
+ Feller’s Hiftorical Dictionary-. o

B
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buit that of their drefs: and by his New Philgfo-

phical Thoughts, where God i$ fuppofed to be the

" Ayimal Profotype, and mortals {o many little par-
. ticles ﬁowmg from 'this great animal, and fuccef-

fively ‘metamorphofed into all forts of animals
until the end of time, whence they are all to return
to the divine fubftance; whence they had origi-
nally emanated *. :

Diderot would madly utter all thofe abfurdities,
which Voltaire would' impioufly ‘affert. None

- gained credit it is true, but religious truths were

enfecbled by thefe aflertions wrapped in frothy
difcourfe and philofophic pomp. Men ceafed to
believe the religion of Chrift, ever reviled in

~ thefe writings, and that was all the Sophifters

aimed at. Hence was the part which Diderot
ated, fo effential to the confpiracy. e

* Who can combine this antichriftian zeal, ever
beiling ever emphatic when his imaginaﬁion is
‘heated, with that real admiration which he often
exprefled for the Gofpel. The following is an
‘anecdote I had from Mr. Beauzet, a membex‘{‘of
the zcademy. « One day going to fee Diderot, he
found him explaining a chapter of the Gofpel to
his daughter, as ferioufly and with the concern of
the moft Chriftian parent. = Mr. Beauzet exprefled

o furpnzc <« T underftand you, faid Diderof,

* New Philofophical Thoughts, page 17 and 18, The
whaleis expofed in the Helvian Letters,No 49-

cc‘i but
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<t but in truth where could I find, or what better
« Jeffons could I give her ?”

D’Alembert. would never have made fuch ap D°Alem-
avowal. Though the conftant friend of Diderot v;:cr:s al
we find throughout their lives, and their philofo-
phic courfe, that fame difference which marked
their firft effays in the apoftlethip. Diderot fpoke
out whatever he thought for the moment,

D’Alembert never but what he withed to fay. 1
will defy any one to find his real oplmon on God
or on the foul, clfewhere than in his private cor-
refpondence with the confpirators.  His works
have all the ~darknefs and cunning of iniquity,
but he is the fox that infe@s and then burrows
himfelf. Eafier would it be to follow the twift-
ings. of the eel, or trace the windings of the fer-
pent gliding through the grafs, than the tortuous
courfe he follows in thofe writings which he
owns *.

Nobody

* From the criticifm made of his works in our Helvian
T.etters ; the refult is this: D’Alembert will never declare
himfelf a fcepric, or whether he knows of the exiffence of

2 God or not. He will even let you think that he believes in
God ; but will begin by attacking certain proofs of 2 Deity ;
he.wxll, tell you that through zeal for the Deity, man muft
know how to choofe among thofe proofs. He will end by
attacking them all, with a yes on one obje&, and a o a little
later on the fame; he will entangle the minds of his readers,
he will raife doubts in them, and fiile to fe¢ them fallen

without

A
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~ Nohody was ever more true to Voluire’s
maxim of frike, but bidz your band. The avowal
he makes of his ows to religion, while he is
firiving to pull it to pieces % might difpenfe the
hiftorian from fecking thofe numerous proofs with
which the works of this Sophifter abound. To
make himfelf amends for this perpetual re-
Graint under which, from his difimulation, he
was forced himfelf to write, by means of his pu-
pils or in their productions he would fpeak more

‘without perceiving it, into the very fnare he had prepared
For them. He never tells you to attack religion, but he will
tempt you with a ffand of arms, or place them in your hands
ready for combat. (Sec his Elements -of Philofophy and our
Helvion Letters, No. 37.). He will never declaim againft the
morality of the church or the commandments of God, but
he will tell you that there does not exift a fingle catechifm on
morality, fistellto the capacities of youth ; and that it is to be
hoped there will' at length appear a Philofopher who will
confer that gift (See Elem. of Phil. No. 12.). He will not
pretend to deny the fwects of virtue, but he will tell you,
< that all philofophers would have better known our nature,
< had they been fatisfied with fimply confining the happinefs
< of this life to the exemption from pain.” (Preface of the
Encyelopedia )« He will not offend his reader by obfcene de-
{criptions, but he will tell him, Art. apPINESss, * Menall
<< agree as (o the nature of happinefs; they declare it to be
¢ the {amie as pleafure, or at least that they are indebted to
< pleafure for all that ismoft delicious in it.” And thus his
young pupil is transformed into an Epicurean without know-
ing 1t. 7

’

% Let, to Voltaire, No, 151,

dari‘ngly»
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daringly. When he returned them their works, he
would artfully infinuate an article or plan a preface,
but fo much the wotfe for the pupil, if he under-
went the punifhment incurred by the mafter. Mo-
rellet, as yet a youth, though already a graduate
samong the divines of the Encyclopedia, had juft
publifhed his firft effay in philofophifm. This
was 2 manual with which Voltaire was enchanted ;
above all he valued the Preface, i was one of the
Jneft lafbes ever given by Protagoras. The youth
was taken up and fent to the Baftile. The*real
Protagoras or D’Alembert, who had fo well taught
him the art of /afbing, never owned the whip; as'
: may be fuppofed *.
On the whole, D’Alembert would have been
but of little ufe to the confpirators, had he con-
fined himfeIfto his pen. . In fpite of his quibbling
fkyle and of hisepigrams, his talent of wearying
his readers left them an antidote. Volaire, by Is char-
giving him another miffion fuited his genius bet- :r:m‘f;tgh
ter. He had referved to himfelf the minifters, Youthe
dukes, princes and kings, and all thofe fufficient-
ly - initiated to forward the confpiracy. = But
charged D’Alembert, with the care of training the

young adepts : < Endeavour,” he writes exprefsly,

# Letter from D’Alembert to Voltau-e, anno 1760, and,
of Voltaire to Thiriot, 26th Jan. 1762,

aloal oo mo g N - < endegvour
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< endeavour an your party to enlighten youth as much
<. a5 you are able *.” :
Never was miflion more atively, more zea-
loufly, nor more ably fulfilled. It is even to be
remarked, that however hidden D’Alembert may
have been- in all the other parts he a&ed in the
confpiracy, he was not averfe to having his zeal in
this particular rather obferved. He was the gene-
ral proteor of all young men who came to
Paris poffeffed of any talent. Had they any for-
tune of their own, he dazzled them with crowns,
premiums, or even with the academic feats, of
which he abfolutely difpofed, cither as perpetual
fecretary, or as irrefiftible in all thofe petty in-
trigues wherein he fo much excelled.” The reader
has already feen what a party-ftroke it was for the
confpirators, to have filled this tribunal of European
Mandarines prefiding over the empire of letters,
with their adepts.  But his power in this extended
far beyond Paris. He writes to Voltaire, « ] have
¢ juft got Helvetius and the Chevalier de Jeau-
« court, admitted into the academy at Berlin.”
D’Alembert was particularly attentive to fuch of
the adepts as were intended to train others, or to
£ulfl the funions of private or public profeflors,
or of tutors in private families ; but particularly in
the latter, when the pupil, by his rank or wealth,

* ‘15th Sep. 1762,
-~ could



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY,

could hereafier be a prote&tor of the confpirators,
ot more amply' remunerate his teacher. This was
the true method of imbibing youth with the ‘real
principles of the confpiracy. =~ D’Alembert!was
perfectly aware of its importance, and judged his
means fo well that he fucceeded in fpreading fuch
tutors and preceptors, throughout all the countries
of Europe, and deferved the title' of the moft for-
' tunate propagator of philofophifm.

The proofs he cites of their progrefs, will fuf-
fice to thow the choice he had made. ¢ There is
« my dear philofopher, he exultingly writes to
¢« Voltaire, there is what was pronounced at Caf-
« fcl on the 8th of April, in prefence of his high-
¢ nefs the Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, of fix
« princes of the empire and of a moft numerous
< affembly by @ profeffor of biffory which I gave to
< bis Highnefs' the Landgrave” This was ‘a dif-
coutfe full of the grofleft inveltives againft: the
church and the clergy as odfcure fanatics, ye praters
crofiered or unmitred, with or without a cowl; and
fuch was the ftyle of the profeflor, fuch the proofs
adduced’ by D’Alembert of the viftoties daily
gained by his adepts over religious ideas, and  of
the fentiments they inftilled into ther pupils *.

It imported above all to the confpirators to
place fuch tutors about young princes and children

-

-

# Letter 78, anno 1772.

N 2 Gl hereafter
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hereafter deftined to' govern nations. The corre- :
fpondence of Voltaire and D’ Alembert Tays open
their intrigues on ' this point, and what powerful
fupport they expeéted from it.
The court of Parma was feeking men Worthy of
prefiding over the education of the young Infant.
In placing the Abbés de Condilhac and de Leire at
the head of his inftruétors they flattered -them-
felves with having fucceeded, as they little thought
that “thefe two men were to infpire the young
prince with the irreligious ideas of the Sophifters.
The Abbé de Condilhac in particular, had by no.
means the reputation of an Encyclopedian philofo-
5 pher. It was even late when ‘they became fen-
fible of their error, which could only be remedied
by the total fubverfion of all that thefe two tutors
had ‘done, The whole would have been forefeen, .
had they known that Condilhac was the particular
friend of D’Alembert, who always looked up to
lim as'a man precious to the felf-created philofo-
~ phers, or had they known that the choice of thefe
two men, was only the effe& of an intrigue in:
which Voltaire glories, when he writes to D’Alem-
bert, < It appears to me that the Parmefan child
«iwill be well furrounded.  He will have a Con-
« dilhac and a de Leire. If with all that he is a
= blgot, St muft be powelful indeed *.7*,
* Let from Voltalre to D’ Alembert, No 77, and from
D’Alembert, No 1 5( S0 R
; Thefe

a
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Thefe withes and artifices of the {eét were fo
well handed down, that in fpite of Louis the
XVIth's attachment to religion,  they fought to
place new Condilhacs about the hexr to the crown;
they fucceeded in difcarding every bifhop from the
education of the young Dauphin, they ‘would have
willingly excluded ‘all ecclefiattics; but defpairing
_of fo complete a fuccefs, they fought to make the
choice fall on fome clergyman, who, like Condil-
hac, would infpire the illuftrious pupil with all the
principles of the Sophifters. I am acquainted
with one of thofe men whom they dared to tamper
with. They offered him the place of tutor to the
Dauphin, being, as they faid, fure of getting it
for him, and of thereby making his, fortune ; but
on condition that when he taught the young prince
‘his Catechifm, he would take care to. infinuate,
that all religious dogtrine, as well as all  the-
myfteries of Chriftianity were only prejudices
and popular errors, which a prince fhould be in-
formed of, but never credic; and that in his pri-
-vate leffons he would inftil, as true do€lring, all
the errors of philofophifm, Fortunately this prieft

anfwered, that he knew not how to facrifice his -

duty to his fortune ;  more  fortunately fall
Louis X VI, was not a man, to: encourage {uch in-
trigues.  The Duke D’Harcourt, nat medto pre-
fide at the cducamon of the Da.uphm, took the

advice of fome bifhops, and chofe, to read lec- -

_tures on religion to his pupil, a c]ercyman per-=

N3 fectly |
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fe@tly competent to the tafk;: as he was then fi- -
perior of the College of La Fleche.  Alash why
muft we felicitate  this tender youth on his death
though premature. “When' the Sophifters of in-
credulity could not yet flatter themfelves with the
fubverfion of the throne of his anceftors, were
they not infufing their poifons to transform him at
leaft into an impious king.  And when the throne
was overturned, would he, more than his young
brother, have efcaped the hands of the Sophi :Mrus
of rebellion.

Many other adepts, with the fame zeal to en-
throne philofophifm and to prepare the way for
the ' Antichriftian Revolution, in divers other
courts, fhowed the fame ativity. At Peterfburg
they had befet the Emprefs; they had perfuaded
her that {ome Sophifter, and that of the firft
clafs, ought to be entrufted with' the education of
her fon.  D’Alembert was named, and the Count
Schouvallow 1s ordered by his fovereign to make
the propofal in her name. = D’Alembert fimply re-
ceived the offer as a proof that Poltaire bad o
reafon to bz difpleafed with. bis miffion, and that phi-

- lofophy, was [enfibly reaching the throne*. What-

ever advantages he might have expcéted to reap

- from fuch acommiffion, he prudently declined;

he' preferred the petty empire he fwayed in Paris,
as chief of the adepts, to the ‘precarious'favor of

# Let. 106 and 107, AAm0 1762, :
: i COULLS,
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,Comts’ and of that in particular whofe, diftance
from the center of the confpiracy, could _not
have permitted him to act the fame part in it.

King of the young adepts, he did not confine
his protection to thofe of Paris alone, but to the
remoteft-parts of Ruflia would he extend his pa-
ternal care 5 he would follow their progrefs, their
deftiny, or protect them in adverfity. When he
found his power infufficient, he would have re-
courfe to Voltaire’s credit; he would write, for
inftance: ¢ The poor Bertrand is not lucky.  He
s had petitioned fair Kate (the Emprefs of Ruf-
<« fia) to reftore to liberty five or fix giddy-headed
¢ Velches. He had conjured her, in the name
<¢ of philofophy; he had drawn up, under that
« facred name, the moft eloquent pleading that from
¢« memory of monkey was ever made, and Kate
< pretends not to underftand it *.””  This was as .
much as to fay to Voltaire, try in your turn whe-
ther .you can fucceed better, and do for them

- what you have fo often done for other adepts
whofe misfortunes I have made known to you.,

‘This underftanding equally fubfifted in all that
regarded the confpiracy ; little fatisfied with point- How he
ing out works that were to be refuted, or with %f)'i'f:m

giving the fketch of fome new impious work, asa fpy.
he would alfo be the {py over every religious au-
thor, It has often been an objet of furprife, to

= Letter 88, anno 1773.
N 4 o fee
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fee Voltaire, fo familiar with the anecdotes of the
private lives of thofe whofe works he. pretended
to refute, though generally they are flanderous,
fometiiﬁéé{ ridiculons, but always foreign to the
queftion. He was indebted to D’Alembert for~
them. Whether true or falfe, the latter always
chofe fuch as could attach ridicule to the perfon
of the authors, knowing- how well Voltaire could
fubftitute ridicule for proof; or for found argument.
Thofe who doubt of this fa&, may confult
1’Alembert’s letters on the Pere Bertier, or the
Abbé Guenge, whom Voltaire, himfelf, could not
but admire, or in thofe concerning Meflis. le
Franc, Caveirac or Sabbatier, and on many others
- whom Voltaire hardly ever combats, but with the
weapons D’Alembert had furnithed him with.
On his {ide Voltaire fpared nothing which could
His petty raife the confideration of D’Alembert.  He would
’;‘ﬁi‘lﬁs recommend him to all his friends ; he would in-
troduce him into every little focicty, or petty phi-
lofophic club, for thefe were already forming in
Paris, to be one day abforbed by the great club of
the Jacobins. Some indeed would have been
ftyled ariﬁ:dcratical, as they were the weekly
- meetings of counts, marquiffes or chevaliers, per-
fonages already too confequential to bend their
knee before the altar of their God. Here would
they debate on prejudices, fuperflition or fanati-
clfm Txcy would {coff at I, C and hxs prlcﬁs,

or



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. Lass
of fmile at the fimplicity of the adoting populace. :
They alfo thought of fhaking off the yoke of re-.
ligion, leaving indeed, juft what was neceffary to
keep the rabble in awe. The female adept, the
Countefs du Deffant held the chair, and continued
-~ her philofophic education under the particular di-
rection of Vltaire, by whofe orders fhe ftudies
Rabelais, Polymbrock, Hume, t the Tale of theTub,
and fuch like romances*.
D'Alembert was far from being at his eafe in
thefe ariftocratical clubs, he even difliked this fe-
male adept, Voltaire on the contrary, knowing
what advantages were to be drawn from them,
wifhiéd him to belong to them all, and would in-
troduce him by his letters. . His Introduction was
lefs difficult into fome other clubs, and pamcu-
larly into that where Mad. Necker preﬁded, when
the had fnatched the fceptre of philofophy from
the hands of all the other adepts of her fex . ‘
Our two chicfs, mutually helped each other by
imparting their plans for drawing off the people
from their religion. One, in partlculzn, moﬁ Hisplan
certainly cannot be omitted in thefe memoirs, it ﬁuﬂ:ﬁ;g
denotes t00 well the intentions of the confpwator" the tem-
ple of Je-

% Letters of Voltaire to Mad. Deszmt pamculally 13th zufalem.

08&. 1759.

+ See the correfpondence of D?Alembert, ]et. 77sand fol-
lowing of Voltaire to Mad. Fontamc, 8th Feb. 1762, to
* D Alembert, No. 41,54000 1770, s
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it thows how far their views extended. It is true,
that it was not the invention of D’Alembert, but
he was aware of the advantages philofophifm would
derive from it, and however ftrange the plan, he
flattered himfelf with the execution of it.

It is well known what ftrength the Chriftian
religion draws from the fulfilling of the prophecies,
and particularly from thofe of Daniel and of Chrift
himfelf, on the fate of the Jews and of their
temple.  Julian the apoftate, in order to give the
lie to Chrift and to the prophet Daniel, had fought
to rebuild the temple. It is alfo known that flames,
burfting forth from the earth, at divers times and
dévouring the workmen, had obliged him to defift
from the undertaking.  D’Alembert was not ig- |
norant of this act of the divine vengeance, having
been afcertained by a multitude of eye witneffes.
He had undoubtedly feen itrecorded in Ammianus
Marcellinus ; an author of unqueftionable autho-

- tity, for he was a friend of Julian, and a Pagan

like him. But this did not hinder him from wri-
ting to Voltaire, “You probably know, that at this
« prefent time, there is at Berlin, one of the cir-
¢« cumcifed, who expecting Mahomet’s paradife,
¢ 18 in the mean time, gone to wait on your for-
¢ mer difciple, in the name of the Sultan Mufta-
< pha. " In writing to that country the other day,
« I'mentioned, that if the king would but juft fay -

L%

¢ a word,
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¢« a word, it would be a fine opportunity to have
< the temple of Jerufalem rebuilt *.”

That word was not faid by the former difciple,
and D’Alembert gives the following reafon to
Voltaire. <€ I have no doubt but that we fhould
< have fucceeded in our negociation on the re-edi-

¢ fication of the temple of the Jews, if your .

< former dxfc1plc had not been afraid of lofing
< fome circumcifed worthies, who would have
< carried away thirty ‘or forty millions with
<« them+t.” Thus in fpite of all their inclination
to give the lie to the God of the Chriftians, even
to the fordid intereft of the confpirators, was to
add a new proof to his doétrines.

Eighteen years after Voltaire had not given up
the plan, nor loft all hopes of accomplithing it-
Seeing that D’_Alembert had not fucceeded with
Frederick, he endeavoured ‘to prevail with the
Emprefs of Ruffia.  He writes'to her, « If your
¢ Majefty is in a regular correfpondence with Aly
¢ Bey, I implore your proteftion with him; I
¢ have a little favor to afk of him, it is to rebuild
¢ the temple of Jerufalem, to recal the Jews, who
¢ will pay him a large tribute, and thereby make a
« mighty lord of him }.”

Voltaire was nearly eighty when he ftill per-
fifted in this plan, by which he was to prove to

~

-

~

* 18th Dec. 1763. + 29th Dec. 1763.
$°6th July 1771,
the
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‘the people, that Chrift and-his prophets, were im-
“poftors. Frederick andD’Alcmbert were alfo far

advanced in their career, and the time was not far
offy when they were to appear before that very God

“whom they had daringly ftyled wretch, and againft

whom they had never ceafed to confpire.
1 have now laid before my readers, the means,
the conftancy with which they fought to overturn

' the altars, toannihilate the dominion of the faith, to
deftroy the pricfts of thatGod, and to fubftitute the

hatred and ignominy of him whom the Chriftians

‘adore, to his religion. - I had promifed not {o much

the hiftory, as the real demonftration of the con-
fpirdcy’; and whether as to its object, its extent,
or its'means, I have not reforted to hearfay ‘or
vaguc reporf,‘ for proof. My proofs are ‘their
own; the approximation of their letters, of their
mutual communications, earries conviction. My
readers may henceforth reconcile ‘this confpiracy,
and its means, with that revolution operated by the
Jacobins. They may already perceive, that the
latter, in deftroying the altars of Chrift, only exe-
cute the plots of the Sophlﬁers, their fore-runners
and mafters.

Was there a temple to be overthrown, a depre-
datory decree againft the church, to be pafled by

“the Jacobins, of which we have not already feen

the plan! Are not the Marats and the Robe-
fplcrrcs, ﬁcurcd by Voltaire in his Hercules and
Bellc-
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" Bellerophon ? Or where whole nations! are. to be
cruthed in hatred to Chriftianity, have we not feent
the with formally exprefied by D’Alembert?
Every thing teaches us, the hatred of the father
gaining ftrength in the breat of the fon, and the
plots propagating, that when force fhall coalefce
with impiety they can only generate a race brutal
and ferocious.

But this force tobe acquired by the confpira-

‘tors fuppofes a fucceffive progrefs. Before it could
throw off the mafk, it was requifite that the num=
ber of the adepts fhould be augmented, and that
the arms of the multitude fhould be fecured to
them. I am about to thow their ficcefles under
the reign of corruption, in the divers orders of fo=
ciety, during the lives of the chiefs. Hence
hiftory will hereafter more eafily conceive and ex-
plain what they were during the reign of terror
‘and devaftation.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

Préghj} of the Confpiracy under Voltaire.—Firft
Clafs of Protecfors—Crowned Adepts.

OLTAIRE’s grand obje, as we have {een,

was to hurry away that whole clafs of men,
ftyled-by the confpirators the better fort, and infkill
into their minds his hatred for Chrift and his reli-
gion: to have left his gofpel to none*but the
rabble, and to them only, in cafe they could not
efface it from their minds. Under this denomi-
nation of better fort, they comprehended all who
were illuftrious, either by power, rank or richesy
and, after them, all people of education or inftruc~

~ tion and honeft citizens, ranking above what Vol-

taire calls rabble, footmen, cooks, &c. Itis an
obfervation worthy the hiftorian, that the Ant-
chriftian Confpiracy firft makes its progrefs in the
moft illuftrious part of this clafs; among princes,
kings, emperors, minifters and courts; in fine;
among thofe who may be ftyled the Great.
' If a writer dares not utter truths like thefe,- let
him ‘throw afide: his pen; he is unworthy of
treating fuch important fubje@s of hiftory: - He
who has not the courage to tell kings, that they
: . were
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were the firft to league in the confpiracy againft
Chrift and his religion, and that it is the fame God
who has permitted the confpirators, firft to threaten,
thake and filently undermine their thrones; then
openly to fcoff at their authority. The man, I
fay, who dares not hold fuch language is only
abandoning the powers of the earth to their fatal
blindnefs. They would continue to hearken to
the impious, to prote&t impiety, and fupport its
dominion, to let it circulate and {pread from the
palace to the city, from the towns to the country,
from the mafter to the fervant; infine, from the
lords to the people. ~And would not fuch crimes
«call down vengeance from heaven? Will not hea-
ven have too numerous crimes to avenge upon
- nations, not to curfe them with luxury and difcord,
with ambition and confpiracies, or with all thofe
fcourges which portend the downfal of nations,
Had the monarch alone, throughout his empire,
raifed his head againft his God, -who has told us
that the crimes of the chief fhall not be avenged
upon his people. Once more let the hiftorian be
filent, if he dares not utter the truth. Should he
feek the caufes of a revolution in its agents, he
would meet a Necker, a Brienne, a Philippe D’Or-
leans, Mirabeaux, and Robefpierres ; a confufion in
the finances, faCtions among the great, infubordi-
nation in the armies, the people agitated and dif-
] : , quicted,
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guicted, infine feduced. . Will he, for that, know
from whence thefe Nt:ckers, Mirabeaus, orRobe-
fpien’es,'havc arifen; whence this confufion in fi-.
nance, this fpirit of faction, this infubordination of
the armies, or the fedultion of the divess claffes of

the ffate? He will have feized but the laft chread
of the confpiracy. He will have feen empires in
their agony, but he will have overlooked that flow

fever which confumes them, whilft the violence of -
the fit,is referved to that laft crifis which- precedes
diffolution. -He will defcribe the calamities which
every-one has {een, butwill he be the nearer the re-
medy. Let the hiftorian reveal the fecrets of the
‘mafters of the earth, to ward frem them the confpi-
racy which thall fall back upon them ; and we, what
{ecretsdowe reveal, fecrets publicly printedfor thefe
tenyears paft, in their own correfpondence with the
chief of the confpiracy. It is too late to attack us
on that point. Thofe letters were printed, to the
great fcandal of the public, to difcover the favor
of the impious man with the fovereigns of the
earth ; and when we fhow this protectionavenged
upon the fovereigns, it is not their fhame we -

-~ are fecking to divulge, it is their misfortunes and

thofe of their people that we make known; the
remedy then fpontaneoufly manifefting itfelf, may
avert or prevent, much greater evils, Such a
motive is more than an equivalent, to all that could
induce us to be filent.

In
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¢« and fhall meet the Emperor, who has invited
« me to his camp in Moravia; not to fight as
«_formerly, but to live as good neighbours. - He -
«¢ is an amiable prince and full of merit. He likes
< your works and reads them as muych -as be can.
« He is the very reverfe of being fuperfiitions. In
¢ fine, he is an Emperor fuch as Germany has not
« {cen long fince. We neither of us like the
« jgnorant and barbarous, but that is not a reafon
< for exterminating them *.”

,,':Now that we are acquainted with Frederick’s
idea.of a prince, Th¢ very reverfe of being fuper-
Pitious and who reads Voltaire's works as milch as
be is able, his encomiums are eafily underftood. -
They truly point out an Emperor fuch as Ger-
many had not long fince beheld, in fine, an Em-
peroxf as. irreligious as Frederick himfelf.  Both
the date and laftwords, But that is uot a reafon for
exterminating thens, recalls to mind a time when
Frederick, thinking the Sophifters too daring and
hafty, fought himfelf to reprefs their imprudence,

left it might overthrow the whole political fyftem

of governments, It was notiyet time to employ
fuperior force or to pafs the laft fentence. The war

. then refolved on between Frederick and Jofeph

againft Chrift was not to be a, war of Neros and

' Dioclefians; it was to filently undermine... Such

: * 18th of Augult i77o.

was -
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was that which Jofeph waged, as foon as the death
of Maria Terefa left him at liberty to a&. " 'He
carried it on with hypocrify, for Jofeph, as'un-
elieving as Frederick, wilhed to be looked upon

' as'a very religious prince, and would proteft that

the fighteft atttack on Chriftianity was the moft
diftant from hisideas.  During his travels through
Europe he continued to approach the facraments,
and-perform his Eafter devotions at Vienna and
Naples, with that exterior piety, which could not
feem to coincide with the hypocrify of thofe of
Voltaire at Ferney. He carried his diffimulation
‘fo far; that in pafling through France, he refufed
t0 call at Ferney, though very near and expeted
there by Voltaire. It is even faid, that in turning
away he affeCedly faid, That ke conld not bear to
Joo 0 man, ‘who, by calumniating ‘religion bad given
the. fevereft blow 10 bumanity; what credit is to be
given to thefe words, I will not pretend to decide,
but certain it is, ‘that the philofophers did not the
lefs look: upon Jofeph as one of theirs.  This

" light of Voltaire was foon'pardoned; they fpread

every where, that his admiration had not dimi-
nifhed for the premier in impiety; that he would

have: willingly, vifited him, but that he had re- .

frained through regard for his mother, who at the
foZicit}ztiom of the pricfts, bad made bin promife that
be wold not fee bim during bis jouriey *.

“# See note t0 the letter of the Count de Touraille, 6th gf

Notwith-

Q2
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Notwithftanding *his referve ‘and his diffimula-
tion, the ‘war' which Jofeph'waged, 'foon became
one of aut’hority ‘and" oppreflion, of _rapine. and
violence, ‘and was well nigh'ending ‘in" the ei_t‘erf
mination of his own fubjects. " He began by the
fuppreffion of a large number of monafteries;
this we have feen was a leading feature in Frede-
tick’s plan; ‘he feized on a great part of the eccle-
fiaftical’ property ; fo would Voltzire have done,
when he exclaims, Bz I bad rather Plunder them;
Jofeph II. tore from their cells and cloifters, even
to thofe Carmelite nuns, whofe extreme poverty

could afford no bait to avarice and whofe angelic

fervor left no room for reform. Heé was the firft
who gave to his age the public thow of holy vir-
gins reduced to wander into diftant countries, even
as far as Portugal, to feek an afylum for their piety.
Innovating at pleafure in the church, he only anti-
cipated that famous conflitution of the “clergy,
called civil by the Jacobin legiflators, and which
prepared the way to the butchery at the Carmes.
The fovereign pontiff: thought it incumbent on
him to leave Rome and pafs into Auftria, ‘and in
the capacity of common father of the faithful,
perfonally to reprefent to the -emperor the laws
and rights of the ‘church. * Jofeph IL. receives
him with refpe@, and permits all that homage and
public veneration thould be fhown to Pius A% (s

_ which both his virtues and dignity equally com-

manded.
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- manded.. He did not for that ceafe to. continue
his. war of oppreflion,  He did not expel the
- bifhops, . but. he. gave them much, trouble; for
~ conflituting himfelf in fome fort the. fuperior of
a feminary, he would permit no lectures to- be
read but by thofe profeflors he had chofen, and
whofe dodrine like that of Cemus: tended only to
forward the grand apoftacy; at length thefe fecret
perfecutions and depredations gave rife to mur-
" murs.. The wearied Brabanters revolted.  Since
that, we have feen them call in thofe Jacobins
who_promifing them the free exercife of their
religion, and more artful than Jofeph, are now
confummating his work. Had they been lefs
tormented by Frederick’s adept jin. matters. of
faith, the Brabanters would have been lefs impa-
tient under the yoke of Auftria: had they been
penetrated with a greater zeal and affe@ion for
the Emperor Jofeph, they would have better
: fecondcd, and have had more confidence in the
virtues -of Francis II. - They would with greater
force have oppofed that invafion which we have
feen extend to the very banks of the Danube.
Should hiftory lay the blame on Jofeph, let it
look -back to that day, when by Frederick, he is
initiated into the myfteries of Voltaire. It is the
emperor. adept, that fhall be found guilty of this
e war of extermination, whlch has threatened evcn
{x to his throne. il - b B reabaTs AT
; _ 03 : In
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In the fequel of this work we fhall fee Jofeph
repenting of the war he had waged againft Chrift,
when he beheld philofophifm attacking both

~ himfelfeand his throne. He will then attempt

but! too late to repair his fault. © He will fall'a
melancholy victim. '

Many other fovereigns are mentioned in 'the

_correfpondence of the confpirators, as having im=

prudently engaged in thefe plots.t D’Alemibert
complaining to Voltaire of the obftacles he fome-
times encountered, and which he terms: perfeci-
ions, from the public authorities, at length'eon-
foles himfelf by adding, ¢ But we have on our
« fide, the Emprefs Catherine, t the King of Pruffia,

<« the King of Denmarkd*th_e Queen of Sweden

< and her fon, many princes of the ‘empire and -
« il England *.” ' Much about the fame ‘time, .
Voltaire writes to the king of Pruflia, ¢« I know

< not what Muftapha thinks (on the immortality
‘<« of the foul); my opinion is, that he does not

‘« think at all.  As for the Emprefs of Ruffia, the
<< Queen of Sweden, your fifter, the King of Poland,
< and Prince Guftavus fon of the Queen of Sweden,
"¢ T imagine that T know what they think {.”
Volta;rc effeGually knew it ‘The letters of

thefe fovereigns could not leave him in the dark ;

but had we not thofe letters to adduce in proof
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we now fee an' Emperor, an Emprefs, a Queen
and four Kings who had already enlifted under
the banners of the confpirators. *

In baring to the light this horrid confpxracv, Falfe con-
let not the hiftorian abandon himfelf to falfe ﬁff‘ﬁﬁ““s
declamation nor draw inferences flill more de- avoided
wceitful. . Let him not pretend to fay to the ::g{};i‘a:f,;
people, your kings have fhaken off the yoke of r(l)i):dts
Chrift, it is but juft, that you fhould throw off
that of their dominion; fuch reafoning would be
to. blafpheme Chrift, his doétrines and his ex-
amples. The arm of vengeance is referved to”

-God alone.  For the happinefs of fubjedls, to
~ preferve them from revolutions and. all the
horrors of rebellion, he alone can {mite the
apoftate on the throme. Let not the Chriftian
apoftatize, but let. him be fubjeét to his: lawful
- prince. To join revolt to impiety is not averting
the fcourge of heaven; that would be only adding
anarchy, .the moft terrible of political {courges;
that would not be a bar againft the Sophifter of
impicty, but the confummation of  the confpiracy-
of the Sophifters: of fedition, againft the throne
and all the laws of civil fociety.. Such was the
fate of the unfortunate Brabanters when in rebel-
lion againft the. Emperor Jofcph They pre-
tended: to the right of reje@ing their  lawful
i {overelon, and they are become the prey of Jaco-
~ bins; they called ‘infurrection to the aid of reli-
2o 04 gion,
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gxon, and:i chat;/ rehgmn profcnbes infurretion
againft all: lawful authority. At the:time that 1
am now writing, the fulminating reports made to
the ‘Convention, forbode thofe dreadful  decrees
which lévelling the religious worthip, the privi-
leges and: the churches of ‘the Brabanters to the
* {tandard of the ‘French revolution, fhall punifh
them for; ‘their error.” When therefore the hifto-
rian ﬂ3all report the names of thofe {overcions,
who ‘unfortunately were  initiated and confpired
againft their *God, et his intention be to recall
them 'to their religion, let him not be Ied away
into falfe confequences, fo contrary'to the peace
ofnations. Then let him infift on the duties
which religion ‘impofes on ' the people ; let him
teach them what they owe to Czfar and to every
publiciauthority.
Catherine  Among’ the 'royal protectors all ‘are not to be
L claffed’ with Voltaire, Frederick or Jofeph. All
Emprefs e : 2
of Ruffia, had tafted of the impious cup of incredulity, but
: all did not equally with to imbibe their peoplc
= w1th its poifon.
j Immcnfe was. the diftance between Fredemck
and thls Emprcfs, in whom the confpirators, phced !
- {formuch confidence. Seduced by the talents and
homacre of i their' premier chief, Catherine may
. _been indebted to him for her firft tafte for
¢, fhe almoft dcvoured thofe works, which .
ﬂ’;@ had.-ux;nﬁg__en for maﬂ:crpxcces, whether, in :
LiAG 0 ‘ hlﬁory
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hiftory - or  philofophy, totally ignorant.ef their
 being difguifed folely to forward the ‘ends: of
impicty. - On the fallacious encomiums of the
Sophifters, the boldly pronounced,. That all the
miracles in the world. conld never efface the pre~
tended dloz of having hindered 1he printing of the
Engyclopedia *.  But we never fee her, like Ere=
derick,: to obtain the fulfome  flatctery of the
Sophifters, pay. to impiety that degrading court.
‘Catherine would read their works, Frederick would
circulate them, ‘compofe  himielf and, withed  to
fec . them devoured by the people.  Frederick
would propofe plans for: the deftruction of the
Chriftian. religion, Catherine rejected all thofe
propofed to her by Voleaire. - She was: tolerant
by nature; Frederick /only from neceflity. He,
‘would have been no longer fo, had his policy
permitted him, in following  the dictates of his
hatred, to call in @ fuperior. force to effect the.
overthrow of Chriftianity .

# Her correlpondence with Voltaire, letter 1, 2, 3 and 8.
+ Thofe who, a5 men of literature, fhall criticize the cor-
refpondence of this Emprefs, will find an amazing difference
between hers and that of - the King of Pruffia.  The former -

~ is that of a. woman of wit, who often plays upon Voltaire -

in the moft agreeable manner.  With her light ftyle and fall

of tafte, fhe never forgets her dlgmty 5 fhe at leaft will not

be feen to degrade ‘herfelf to that grofs dialet of abufe and :
blafphemy, whxle Fredenck in his, truly the pedantic So=

sathid 5 : phlﬁern

%4

Never-
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. Neverthelefs, Catherine is:alfo a royal adept,
the has the fecret of Voltaire, fhe applauds the
moft famous of curinfidels*. She is even willing
to entruft the heir of her crown into the hands of
D’Alembert; her name conftantly appears among
the proteing adepts in the writings: of 'the So-
-phifters, nor can the hiftorian hide it.

. The claims  of Chriftiern VII. King of Den-
mark, to the title: of adept, are alfo founded on
his correfpondence with Voltaire. © Among the
inumerous  fervices rendered by D’Alembett, I

. fhould not have omitted the pains he had taken to

_prevail on different powers and great perfonages,
-to fubfcribe to the erettion of a ftatue in honor of
Voltaire, I could have thewn the Sophiﬁér of
‘Ferney, modeftly prefling D’Alembert to get thefe
fubferiptions, ‘and  that in particular from the
King of Pruffia, who;hardly waited their folicita-

phifter, will be as ‘void of fhame in his impiety, as he is of

~_dignity in his encomiums. When Voltaire wrote to -Cathe-

~tine, ¢ We are three, Diderot, D’Aleml\)crvt and myf_elf, who
<& raife altars to you.” She anfwers, ¢ Pray leave mé, afi
“<c you pleafe on earth, there I'fhall be more at ‘hand 'to
< receive your letters and thofe of your friends.” Nothing
{o perfe@tly French can be found'in Fredcricl{’é, we only have

1o regret, that it was addreffed to a fet of infidels. ~ Catherine

“wrote Voltaire’s own language in perfect purity, while Frede-
-¥ick ‘could have had little pretenﬁons to the hero, had he
not handled his {word better than his pen.

* 26th Dec. 1773, and No. 134, anno 1574-
iy tathﬂS.
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- tations, . This triumph of their chief was too de-
firable for the confpirators ; Chriftiern VIL eagerly
contributed. ' A firft letter, with a few ‘compli-
ments, could not conftitute an adept, but wehave
Voltaire’s own word for it. He mentions him,
and befides, ‘among thefe compliments ‘we find
one fo much in the ftyle of Frederick, * Touare

< now occupied in delivering a confiderable num-
€6

~

S ¢ft of all others, for the duties' of fociety are
¢ only imprinted in their heads, and never felt in
¢ their hearts..' This is well worth being revenged of
¢ the barbarians *.”’ - Unfortunate monarchs! Stch
- was the language held to Mary Antoinette, in the
“days of her profperity, by thofe corruptors. Butin
. her misfortunes, when fhe witnefled the loyalty and
the fenfibility of thofe bairdarians, at the Thuleries,
the exclaimed, ¢ Oh! how we have been de-
¢« ceived! We now plainly fee how much the
< clergy diftinguith themfelves among the faithful
< fubjects of the king {.” May the king that is
led away by philofophifm never be reduced to the
fame experiment; may he learn at leaft from one

~

* Let to Voltaire, . 1770.

+ Lheard this anecdote in the midft of the revolutlon, and
finch- expreflions were neceflary to fhew, that fhe was recovered
from thofe prejudices fhe had imbibed againft the clergy,

and which appeared to have redoubled, after the fecond jour-

ney which her brother made to Verfailles,

_ revolution,

ber of men from zhe yake of the cergy, the hard--
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& ments, together with feveral of ‘your friends.
& e fpoke much about you, of ‘#he fe;’ivz'c'éi‘:"j'aﬂr
< aorks bad rendeéd, of the préjudices you had voos-
€ o out, ‘of the enemies your Lberty in thinking
 'had fade you." You'ealily guefs what my
« anfwers were ¥, D’Alembert has a fecond in-
terview, and again writes, © The King of Den-
« mark fcarce fpoke to me but of you—I can
<< affure you, he had rather have feen you at Paris,
«’than all the entertainments with which they
s« have furfeited him.” This converfation had
been but of thort duration; but D’Alembert made
amends in a difcourfe which he pronounced at
the academy on' philofophy, in prefence of the
young monarch.  Numerous were the adepts pre-
fent, and 'they applauded;; the youthful ‘monarch
joins in the applaufe +. Infine, fuch is the opi-
nion he carries away of that pretended philofophy,
thanks to D’Alembert’s new leures, that no
fooner is he informed of a flatue to be erected to
the premier- chief of the confpirators, than he
fends ‘a very bandfome [ubfeription, for which Vel-
taire acknowledges himfelf to be indebted to the
leffons ‘of the academical adept . How much
thefe leflons have fince been forgotten by Chri-
ftiern VIL, T cannot pretend to. fay. Sufficient
- * 6th Dec,1768. Let. 17th Dec. 1768.

1 Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert,: 5th Nov. 1770.

 events
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1

events-have taken place “fince his Danifh majefty
had dearned: to  think from Voltaire, which may
have given him 'a very different opinion of ‘the
ﬁ?‘@il’é‘.ﬁthat the works of his mafter have render-
.ed to empires.

¥ Similar artifices were made ufe of with regard
to Guftavus, King of Sweden. ' That prince alfo
came to:Paris, to receive the homage and leflons
of the feif-created philofophy.. He wasas yetbut
Prince Royal, when already extolling him as one
whofe protection was infured to the fe&t, D’Alem-
bert! writes to Voltaire, < You love REason aND
s pLisERTY, my dear brother, and one can hardly

% love one without the other. Well then, here

s-is'a worthy republican philofopber that 1 prefent
« you, who will talk pHILOSOPHY and LIBERTY
s with you. This is Mr. Jennings, chamberlain
% to the King of Sweden.—He has befides com-
¢ ‘pliments to pay you from the Queen of Sweden
¢ and the Prince Royaly who iz the North PrROTECT
< that philofipky fo 1l received: by the princes in
the South.  Mr. Jennings will ‘inform you of
¢ the progrefs REASON Vs making in Sweden under
¢ thofe happy aufpices *.” A

" At the time that' D’Alembert was writing this

a

-~

&

a

a

- letter, Guftavus, who was foon to reftore royalty

to the nghts it had loft long ﬁnce in. Sweden,‘

\,5“». 21 .\ & S
* xgth j:m 1769.

ok " o Wi was -
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was nodeubt ignorant that thofe great men, which

he fo much proteéted, were philofophers fuperla~'
- tively repubdlican. . He was equally ignorant what:
would one day be for him, the laft fruit of this:

confpiring  philofophy, when' on his acceflion: to
the throne he writes to their premier chief, ¢ T
< daily pray the Being of beings, that lie may
« . prolong your days, fo precious to humanity and
~ <o neceffary to the progrefs of rrason: and
‘¢ DRUE PHILOSOPHY ¥.”
The prayer of Guftayus was heard, the days of
Voltaire were prol_onged but he who was to fud-
denly fhorten the days of Guftavus was born ; he,
grafping the dagger, was foon' to fally forth from
the occult fchool of Voltaire,  For the inftruction
of kings, let the hiftorian compare the gradual
fteps of this unfortunate prince and thofe of the
~ adept and his affaffin.

Ulrica of Brandenbourg had been initiated into
the myfteries of the Sophifters by Voltaire himfelf.
So far from rejecting his principles, fhe did not
even feel herfelf outraged at the declaration of a

paffion, which he was daring enough to exprefs .

‘When Queen of Sweden, fhe more than ence
prcﬁ‘ed the Sophi{’cer to come and end his days

* xoth Jan. 1772. « 3
~ + It was for this princefs that Voltaire compofed the Ma-
dnga.l Souvent un pew de Ve coiten e

. near
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near her pecfon®. She knew no means'of giving

a fironger proof -of her flaunchnefs in- the prin=
ciples fhe had received,’than during Voltaire’s firft
refidence at Berlin; to make the infant king'im-+

- bibe them with his milk. She initiated Gultavus;

and withed to be the mother: of the Sophifter as
well as of the king; and indeed we conftantly fee .
both the mother and the fon ranking together
among the adepts, of whom the Sophifters thought’
themfelves the moft fecure. Such then was'the
gradation of the unfortunate Guftavus.. | Voltaire
mitiated Ulrica, and Ulrica initiates:her {on. :
* On the other fide, Voltaire initiated Condorcet,

-and Condorcet, feated in the club of the Jacobins,

initiated Ankeftron. . A pupil of Voltaire, Ulrica;

~teaches her fon to ridicule the myfteries and fcoff

at the altars of Chrift. © Condorcet alfo, a difciple:
of Voltaire, teaches Ankeftron to, fcoff at the

\th'_roncv and {port with the lives of kings.

When public. report announced that ‘Gufta-

vus HI. was to command in chief the confederate

armies again{t the French revolution, Condorcet
and Ankeftron were members of the great clubi;**
and the great club refounded with the: cry ‘of;

- Deliver the earth from kings | Guftavus was doom-

ed for the firft victim, and Ankeftronoffers:himn= |

"% Her leters to Voltaire, anno 1743 and xfgx. ;

. ":":fel/lf'
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{elf for the firft executioner. He- leaves Parzs,
and Guftavus falls beneath his blows#.© 5wt
The Jacobins had  juft  celebrated the - apo-

1heoﬁs of Voltire, they alfo celebrate - that of
Ankeftron. . ‘

Voltaire had taught the Jacobins' that i#be /i
of kings was a Juccefsful foldier'; and they teach
Ankeftron that the firlt hero was the affafin of
- kings; and they placed his buft 'befide that of’
Brutus. #

“Kings had fubfcribed to the ereétion of ‘a fatue
to Voltaire, the ]acobms erect one to Anl\e-'
{tron. :
Laftly, Voltaire’s corxefpondence Ihows Ponia~ ponia-
towlki, King of Poland, to have been of the num- “’wn“(’)f
ber of ‘the prote&ing adepts.  That king had | Poland.
known our philofophers in' Paris, who was one day -
to falla’ vi€tim to ‘philofophifin'! He had done "
homage to their chief, and written to him, ‘<< Mr.
¢.de Voltaire, every contemporary of a] ‘man hke
““.you, that knows how to read, who has travelled, *
¢ and has not been acquainted with you, muft feel'”

¢ himfelf unhappy ; you might be allowed to fay, *
s« Nations fhall prﬂyﬂaﬂt kings may read meT 2 At
this: day, when the kmc ‘has feen ‘men, who,
like hlmfelf ‘had read and cried up the Works ol

¥

2 ,.\‘v DG PURIR

& journal of Fontenau. : + %ﬁ of Feb 1767
Vor.. Lot B . had
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CHAP. XIIL.
Of the Adept Princes and: Princeffes.

N the fecond clafs of proteting adepts, I fhall

: : comprehend thofe perfons, who, without being

‘on the throne, enjoy a power over the people,

nearly equal to that of kings, and whofe authority

and example, addmg to the means of the confpi-

_ rators, gave them reafon to hope that they had not

* fivorn in vain, the deftruion of the Chriftian re-

ligion, :

~In this clafs of prote€tors,- Voltaire patticularly Frederick
mentions the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel. The Lend- .

care, with which D’Alembert had chofen the pro- Igrreaf;’*:.o

feffor of hiftory we have already mentioned, fhows L

how much the Sophifter abufed his confidence. ‘

He was much impofed upon when he confided in

the philofophy and the Jights of Voltaire ; he per-

mitted him in fome fort, to direét his ftudies, and

it was difficult to fall into the hands of a more

. perfidious tutor. A letter, in date of the 25th

0 ‘V.Aucr 1766, will fuffice to fhow in what fources

- the auguft pupil was directed to feek leflons of

wifdom. ¢ Your Serene Highnefs has thown,

e the corruptor. writes, a defire of feeing fome
: B3 < new
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ticifin, of combating a fact both fimple and natural,
by fuppofitions the moft diftant from probability.

~ But fuch fuppofirions were confonant with that

' hatred which Voltaire bore to Mofes and the Sa-
cred Writ ; he was better plcafcd to fee his difciples
ignorantly launching into incredulity, than to thow
them the rules of found critici{m.

Voltaire 2gain applauded his adept, when his
Highnefs pretends that the brazen ferpent, ifolated
on the mountain, did not a litle refemble the god
Efeulapins, in the temple of Epidaurus, holding a

ftick in onc hand and a ferpent in the other, with

a dog at his feet. That the cherubims, difplaying
their wings over the ark, were not unlike the [phins
with the woman’s head, and the four claws, body,
and tail of a lion.  That the twelve oxen ftanding
under the brazen feq, and bearing that enormous
veflel, ‘twelve cubits in breadth and five in height,
filled with water for the ablutions of the T{raelites,
" bore a ftrong refemblance to the god Apis, or to
the ox elevated on the altar and beholding all
Egypt at its feet *,

- His Highnefs concludes, that Mofes appeared to
have introduced among the Jews, many ceremo-
nies which he had taken from the Egyptians t.
The hiftorian will at leaft remark, that it would
have been eafy for the confpirators to have unde-

# Let. 66. + Ibid,
ceived

217 ;
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ceived an adept who fought only to be inftructed.
While we: lament his. Highnefs, having been the
dupe of fuch mafters, in'juftice we are obliged
to thow how frankly he fought the truth, when he
continues to Voltaire, ¢ As to what regards the
« New Teftament, there are ftories in it, which
. I fhould wifb to be betrer informed of. - I cannot
¢ underftand the maffacre of the innocents. How
¢ could King Herod have ordered all thofe infants
¢ to be flain, he not having had the power of life
¢ and death, as we fee in the hiftory of the Paf-
¢ fion, and that it was Pontius Pilate, governor

.-

<« for the Romans, who condemned Jefus Chrift

<6 to death *.”

Had he recurred to the proper fources of
hiftory, had he confulted any other but that pro-
feflor of hiftory which D’ Alembert had given him,
or any other mafters than thofe vain Sophifters,
this prince, who wifhed for and deferved better
information, would have feen this flight difficulty
vanith from before his eyes. He would have
learned, that Herod of Afcalon, furnamed the Greaz,
and who might have been more properly called

the ferocious, he who ordered the mafiacre of -

the Innocents, was king of all Judea and of Jeru-

- falem, and is not the perfon mentioned in the

Paflion. He would, moreover, have learned that the
latter was Hcrod A’ntz_pas, who had only been able

¥ Let. 66,
to
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dént enough to {end her a prefent more worthy the
Aretine *. /' O]
The hiftorian cannot but remark the eagernefs
of thefe mighty adepts for fo profligate 2 work.
This is an awful example of what charms depra-
vity of morals gave to the productions of the So-
phifters ; the empire of the confpirators will caufe
lefs furprife when we reflect how prevalent their
fophifins became over the mind, when they had
once tainted and perverted the heart. This is a
refle@ion we reluctantly make, but itis too appo-
fite tq the hiftory of Philofophifm, and to the caufe
and progrefs of the Antichriftian Confpiracy, to
be fupprefled.  We know the reverence due to
great names, but we cannot, on that confideration,
hide the truth. Let thofe look to it, whofe mifcon-
du& is expofed to view; for to conceal' it longer
would be to betray at ‘once their own intereft,
and that of their people, the fafety of their thrones,
and that of the altar.
- Her Highnefs Wilhelmina, Margravine of Ba-
reith, ranking among the proteting adepts, af-
fords to the hiftorian the opportunity of laying
open'a ‘new caufe of the progrefs of the Anti_
chriftian Sophifters, of the weight they acquired
from the vanity of their fchool, and from their

@ Letters of the Princefs Anhalt-Zerbft, gth and 3gth.
: £ preten~
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pretenfions to 2 fuperlonty of light above the
vulgar,

It is far. from being the lot of all men to argue
with equal fuccefs on religious or philofophical
topics. Without being wanting in the refpect due
to that precious half of mankind, we may obferve
in general, I think, that women are not born with
a mind fo congenial with philofophy, metaphyfics,
ot divinity, as men. Nature has compenfated this

want of refearch and meditation, by the gift of em-

bellithing virtue, by that {weetnefs and vivacity of
fentiment, which often proves a furer guide thanall
our reafonings. They do the good peculiarly
allotted to them, better than we do. Their
homes, -their children, dre their real empires, that
of their leffons lies in the charm of example, more
efficacious than all our fyllogifms. But the philofo-
phic woman, philofophizing like a man, - is either
a prodigy or a monfter, and the prodigies are not
common. The daughter of Necker, the wife of
Roland, as well as Mefdames du Deffant, D’Efpi-
nale, Geofiin, and fuch like Parifian adepts, in
fpite of all their pretenfions to wit, can. lay no
claim to the exception. If the reader is indignant
when he finds the name of the Margravine of Ba-
reith on the fame line, let his indignation turn
againft the man Wwho mfplred her with fuch

prctenﬁons Let an opinion be formed of the

mafters,
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will however copy' ity as making an ‘epoch in the
annals' of 'philofophifm. ' We fhall there fee: the
female'adeptattempting to give leflons to Voltaire
himfelf; anticipating Helvetius. by mere dint of
genius;/and without perceiving it. copies  Epicu-
rus. Before fhe commences, Sifter Guillemetra
affures Voltaire of the friendfhip of the Margrave,
and had |carefully ‘invoked the Genius of Bayle®.

' One day fhe thought herfelf infpired with the

whole ofiit, and immediately writes o Brother Vol-
tairey. < God, you fay (in the Poem of the Law of
< Nature), has beftowed on ‘all :men juftice ‘and
< confcience to warn' them, as he has given them
< all what is needful.. As God has beftowed on
«c:man juftice, and confcience, thefe two virtues
< muft be innate in man, and become an attribute
<« of his-exiftence. | Hence it neceflarily follows;
< that man -muft act in confequence, and that he
< cannot be juft or. unjuft, or without, remotfe,
‘« being unable to combat an inftinét annexed to
¢ his effence. - Experience proves the contrary. If
« juftice was an. attribute of our being, chicane

-

”

~

-« would be banifhed. Your counfellors in parlia-

¢=_ment would not lofe’ their time as they do, in
<« difturbing all France about a morfel  of bread:
« given or not. . The Jefuits .and the Janfenifts,:
<« would equally confefs their ignorance in poinl:'
< of doCtrine—Virtue is barely accidental—Aver-

aiarg o tuagth iy g, el
: : e fion
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¢ 'fion to pain and love of pleafure, have induced
¢ men to become juft—Diforder ‘can: beget sno=
< thing ‘but pain—Quiet is the parent of plea-
< fure, I»have made the human heart my par-
ssticular ftudy, and: T+ draw my conclufions on
¢ what has' been, from what I fee *.”

There 1s-extant a play intitled, Divinity dwin-
‘dledinto a Diftaff. This letter of her Highnefs the
Margravine of Bareith, dwindled into Sifter Guille-
metta; may perhaps furnifh the fame idea for phi-
lofophy.© But handing over the female Socrates
to the Molieres of the day, the hiftorian will draw
from the errors of this female adept, a more feri-
ous leffon on' the progrefs of the Antichriftian
Confpiracy, He will behold a new caufe in the
mortifying limits- of the human intelle@; and the
vanity of its pretenfions, which in' certain adepts
{feem precifely to expand itfelf; in as‘much as na-
ture” had from the weaknefs of their underftand-
ing, feemed ‘naturally” to " infinuate modefty and
humility.

~“Sifter Guillemetta fears for liberty, if it be true
that God has given to' man a confcience, the ne-
. ceflary fenfe of right and wrong.  She was then
‘ignorant that man, with the eyes that God has
given' him to fec and know his road, is never-
thelefs free'to go where he pleafes, ~ She has

”

* 1t Nov. 1759. :
eQuazl S made

e g o8
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made a particular ftudy. of the human heart, and |
fhe has not yet learned, that man often fees what
is beft, but will do the worft ! She thinks herfelf
in_the fchool of Socrates, and with Epicurus,
the only (ees the averfion of pain and. the lrve of
‘pl'eéﬁtre, as the principle of juftice and virtue.
She tells us, in fine, probably without even per-
ceiving i, that if chicane is not banifhed, it is -
becaufe our attornies have not a fufficient averfion
to indigence ; that if our veftals are not all chafte,
it is becaufe they do not fufficiently loye pleafure;
. and after that, in prefence of her Highnefs, Par-
Jiaments, Jeluits, Janfenifts, and undoubtedly the
whole Sorbonne, with the whole faculty of divi-

nity, muft confefs their ignorance i point of doc-
: i 176,

Frederick With more rremus but lefs confidence in hlS
William,

prince or own lights, Frederick William, Prince Royal of
Pruffia,

“Pruﬁia, prefents us with quite. another fpecies of
fadept.\ Indefatigable in the field of victory, he
dares not anfwer for himfelf: he knows what he
could wifh to believe, but not what he ought to
believe ; he fears to lofe himfelf in reafoning, His
_foul repeats that he muft be immortal, he fears
her voice mifleads him, and Voltaire is to decide
for him; when in the field of Mars, he has the
‘conﬁdence and activity of a hero ; but when he is
to refiet on futurity, he has all thc modefty and
- they humlhty of 2 chfmple, almoft the unconcern
£ : of




THE ANTICHRISTIAN CON.SP‘IRACY‘.

of a feptic.  The authority of his mafter is to
fave him the trouble of refearch, and his mafter
again is Voltaire, ¢ Since I have taken the Ii-
- < berty of converfing with you, he refpectuoufly
< writes, fuffer me to afk for my own inftruétion
< only, whether as you advance in years, you find
< no alteration to make in your ideas on the na-
< ture of the foul. I don’t like to bewilder my-
. fclf 1n metaphyﬁcal reafonings, but I could with
“ not to die entirely, and that fuch a genius as
« _yours were not annihilated *.”

Like a man who can affume every tone, Vol-
taire anfwered, « The King of Pruffia’s family is
¢ much in the right, not to confent to the annihi-
< lation of his foul.—It is true that it is not well

¢ known what a foul is, as nobody has ever feen
¢ one, All that we know is, that the eternal

~

‘<« Mafter of nature has endowed us with the fa-

-

¢ culty of feeling and knowing virtue. That
¢ this ’fa"cul'ty furvives us after our death, is not
< demonftrated ; but then the contrary is not bet-
<« ter proved. There are none ‘but quacks who
¢« are certain, we know nothing of the firft prin-
¢ ciples—Doubt is not an agreeable ftate, but
¢ certainty is a ridiculous one +.” :

1 know not what effect this letter had on the
“ferene and refpe&ful difciplé;'bli't we fce the Pre-

9

-~

% yz2th Nov. 17700 00 0 ‘l“ 28th Nov. 1770

QpaRil A
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mier chief varying his means’ of power over his
princely adepts,” as much as he did over the’ citi-!
zens of ‘Harlem.” When the King, Frederick;
wrote to him in fo refolute a tone, man once dead.
there is mothing left; he takes care not to reply, that
certainty ‘is ¢ ridiculous fare, that quacks only are

certain.. No, Frederick, King of Pruffia, is al-

ways the firft of pmlofophlc kings #.  And a
week after, Frederick, Prince Royal, only withes
to be confirmed on the immortality ‘of his
foul,’ then' it 'is, that notwithftanding ‘all the
troubles and difquietudes of fcepticifm, the doubts

- of the feeptic is the only rational ftate for the

true philofopher. * Such a ftate will fuffice, as he

~ then beholds his adepts no longer belonging ‘to

the religion of Chrift, and that is fufficient for his
plans. He will lead the king materialift, and re-
folute in his opinions, notwithftanding his own irre-
folution and uncertainty, by encomiums and admi-
ration. He leaves Fugene of Wirtemberg in
aftonithment at the mafter he coincides with in
opinion. © Willelmina of Bareith, more daring
than her ma{ter, is permitted to argue.  He cuts
thort, and threatens with ridicule and quackery,

the humble adept who fecks to reclaim and allay -

the ire of his mafter. To one he dicates his prin-

ciples; to another he peremptorily declares that

& See their letters, soth O& and zxﬁ Nov, 1770
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only views it in that light. In vain fhall they
preferve its tenets in their hearts, it is their ex-
ample that muft uphold it. Next to the example
of the clc:oy, that of kings is the moft ‘neceffary
to reftrain the people.  When religion is ufed
only as'a policy, the vileft of the populace will
doon perccive it;' they will look upon it as 2
weapon ufed againft them, and fooner ‘or later
they will break it, and your power vanifhes: If
without morals you pretend to religion, the people
will alio think themfelves religious in their profli-
gacy; and how often has it been repeated, that laws
without morals are but a mere phantom. = But the
day will come when' the people, thinking them-
felves ‘more confequential, will throw aﬁde both
morals and tenets, and then where fhall be your
- eufhbi®
~'Such were the difcourfes often held by the

Chriftian orators in prefence’ of Lewis XV, He

without morals was foon" furrounded by minifters
deftitute of faith, who could have feldomer de-
ceived him, had his love for religion been ftimu-

lated by practice.  After the death of the Cardi- .

nal de Fleury fome are to be found, the Marechal
de Belleifle and Mr. de Bertin for example, who
are not to be confounded in that clafs of | adepts 3

but then we fucceﬁivcly find near his perfon Mr.

Amelot in the foreign department, Mr. D’Argen-

, fon in the fame; thc Dukc de Choifeul, de Praflin
and :
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; and, Mr. de Malefherbes, alfo ithe Marquife: de.

Pompadouras. long as ifhe lived, and. all. thefe
were initiated and intimately conne&ted with Vol

Mr. Ame- taire and his confpiracy.. We have feen: him

- lot,

sh sl

lustiod

Dauke de
Praflin.

Marquis
D’Ar-
genfon

A

* makeapplication to Mr. ‘Amelot on the deftruc-
tion (of the clergy.. This: minifter had fufficient
confidence in Voltaire to intruft him with.a fecret

~andiimportant miffion to the King of Pruffia, and

“Voltaise in return, does not conceal from' him the;
uie he had made of his miffion againft the church. -
He confided no. lefs in that Duke de Praflin to:
whom he had fent his memorial on the tythes, in
hopes of depriving the clergy of the greateft part
of their’ fuftenance *. This confidence from the:
premier chief fufficiently denotes the fentiments
of thofe imen.to whom he fent his plans for ex-
ecution. ' \ :

A ‘minifter whofe affiduity, in correfponding
with-Voltaire, indicates more clearly their perfect
coincidence with' each other, was the ' Marquis
' D’Argenfon, whom ‘we, have - already noticed,
tracing the plan for the deftrution of the religious

‘orders. - It-was  he ‘who firlt protected. Voltaire

‘at court and with the Marquife de Pompadours;

e was alfo one of the moft impious of his difci-

ples, and . to him it is, that Voltaire writes .con-

ftantly, as to one of the adepts with whom. he was

'Letter to Count D’Arg~enta1-, ’anno.176,4‘r._i .-.
' : moft
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mof} intimate, *Tf any thing, he' appears ‘more:
refolute in ‘his antireligious - opinions' than' his
mafter, his' philofophifm coincided ' more = with'
that of the King~ of Pruffia’s, for he was alfo -sa
convinced that he was not two-fold; and that hehad:
nothing to fear or hope for, when once hls body
fhould reft in eternal fleep *, ‘

" ‘More zealous and more 2&ive than the Mar='Duke de
quis D’Argenfon for the reign of impiety,’ the Choueul
Dulke de Choifeul better knew and more power-
fully feconded the fecrets of Voltaire. ~ We' have
already' feen’ him extolling this great protector
in his quarrels with the Sorbonne; we have already
feen why this duke, adopting “and " prefling'the
execution of D’Argenfon’s plans againft the reli-
gious ‘orders, began by that of the Jefuits. ' It
would be ufelefs to infift on this minifter, his im-
piety is too well authenticated,-and left' he might
be miftaken foria Chriftian, he withed to refufe

_himfelf Chriftian' burial, and to be buried, far
from any religious monument,  in the midft of his
park where his cattle fed.

Thus did this feries of Antichriftian mxmﬁcrs, Malef-
each partially anticipate the Jacobins in the over- gz;';f:the
throw of the altar. It was to the man, who was! revolu-
one day. to fee that very revolution invall its "o

horrors,!and at IenOt_h fall a viéhim to it; that

* Seein the Genera] Corr°fpondence, the ]etters of Mr.
'D’Ar enfon,
e thefe
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t'hefe 1mp10us chiefs. pay their greateft ‘homage,
it was to him they were chleﬁy indebted. And.
this protector of the confpiracy againft his God,
was Ma]efherbes, this name, I am aware, will *
recall to mind many moral virtues, it will recall
‘his benevolence when alleviating the rigor of the
‘prifons, when remedying the abufe of the Leftres de
‘Cachet; but France fhall, neverthelefs, demand of
him her temples in- ruin; for it washe who above
all other minifters abufed his authority to eftablifh
the reign of impiety in France, D’Alembers,
who kncw him well, always vouches for his reluc-
tant‘y executing  the fuperior orders iffued i in favor
of religion, and for his favoring phil ofophifm
whenever circumftances would permit;. and un-
fortunately he knew but too well how to avail
himfelf of circumftances. By his office he par-
‘ticularly prefided over the laws relative to the
‘prefs, but with a fingle word he effaced all dif- =
tinfions in books, whether impious, religious or
fedmous, he declared them all to be o mere objeﬁ'
’0f commerce. :
| Libertyof | Let pohtxcmns of other nations argue ‘on that
?;:gl’e':& ,9bJC& in_confequence of what experience has
ousin  taught them in their own countries; but it 18 an
France. 5 ontrovertible falt,’ that France ‘'owes ‘the
‘fortunes of the revolution to the grcat abufe of
‘the T pr‘efs, and to'that real inundation of bad books
: -jat ﬁrfc only impious, but latterly both impions
~ and
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and feditious.  There are alfo many reafons pecu-
liar to France which rendered the abufe of tIP
prcfs more fatal than elfewhere.

. Without pretending to raife the merit of the
French writers, it may be obferved, and Ihév»_s

often neard foreigners repeat it, that there is a cer- -

tain clearnefs, procefs and method peculiar to them,
.which by putting our French books more within
;the reach of the commonality of readers, makes

them in fome fort more popular and thence more

dangerous when bad.

Our frivoloufnefs may be a failing, but thar
A,faxlmc made a book more fought for in France,
than would the profoundeft meditations of an
'Enohfhman Neither truth nor error could pleafe
a Frenchman when latent, he likes to fee clearly,
epigram, farcafm, in fine all what may be called
wit, is what he delights in. Even blafphemy,
elegantly fpoken, will not difpleafe a nation, un-
happily ifted with the talent of laughing on the
~_moft_ferious fubjects, and who will pardon every
failing in him who can divert them. It was to

_this unfortunate tafte that the impious wntmcrs ofii

‘_Voltalre owed their chief fuccefs.

Whatever may be the reafon, the Enghfh a]fo,

‘:have their books againft the Chnfhan rc]xglon, i

‘they have thcxr Collms, thmr Hobbes, thku'
:Woolﬁons, and many others, where in fubﬁancc is
.t be found, all that our French Sophxﬁcrs ‘have
v only
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only repeated after their Virs',)" that is tofay, with
that art which adapts every thing to the moft
Vulgar minds. " Ih England Hobbes and Collins
are ‘almoft forgotten or unknown. Bolingbroke;
and other authors of the fame clafs, are little read,
though of greater merit as literary men, by a peo- -
ple who knows how to occupy itfelf with other
things. "In' France, from the idle marquis or
countefs unto the attorney’s clerk, or even to' the
petty citizen, who had far other occupations, thefe
Implous produ&xons, and particularly Voltaire’ S,
were not only read, but each would have 'his opi-
nion and criticifé every new publication of the fort.
The French, in general, were great readers, and
every citizen would have his library. Thus m
Paris a bookfeller was fure of felling as many
copies of the moft pitiful performance, as are ge-
nerally fold in London of a work of no fmall
mcrlt ?

“In France an author Was as paﬁ"xonately cried up

. as'afafhion’; the Englithman, who deigns to read

his ‘work, paffes judgment on it ‘and remams un—1
concerned.  Can this arife from good fenfe ¢ 01 -

dxffercnce, or may it not be a mixture of both‘., i

Notwithftanding all the bencfa&lons received from

the Englifh, T will not pronounce ; neithér fattery’
nor criticifm is within my fphere’; butan undoubted’
fa&, and which ought to_have taught Malefherbes,

2 is that inF rance, ihll lefs than clfewhere, a ook

e - cither
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either i impious or feditious never could be looked
upon gs a mere article of commerce. The greater
‘ readexs, arguers, and the more volatile the B rench
-~ people were, the more the minifter fupermtendmv
the prefs, fhould have enforced the Iaws enacted
to lﬁprefs the licentioufnefs of it, which, on the.
contrary, . he favored with all his power. His
condemnauon is recorded in the encomiums of the,
confpuators, it was_he, they faid, who, lroke. the
Sbackles of literature *

In vain would it be Ob_]C&Cd that the mimﬁer’
left the fame liberty to the religious writers. In
thg,ﬁrf’c_place, that was not always true, it was
much :icrainﬁ his will that he fuffered works; 1e-

: futmc the Sophifters, to appear 1 and, what a
mmlﬁer allows .with relutance, he finds abundant
means of preventing, Could a minifter be inno~
cent; when letting a poifon 1infufe itfelf throughous
the public, under pretext that he did not forbxd
the fale of the antidote ¢ Moreover, however well
Wrxtten 2 rehgxous \vork may be, it has not the
paﬁions to fecond it ;, much more talent is, e
quued to make fuch a performance palatable.

Any fool may attraé‘t the people to the theatre,,

but thc eloquence of a Chryfoﬁom is neceflary tos
tear them from it. With equal talent, he who
pleads for lxccnce and (impiety, - will carry morc

sl Voltaue to D?Alembert, No. 12_8. i
Spdbid, let. 22 Andizgpni sl i L :
Bilis W e;ght

"
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weight than the mof’c eloguent orator, who vindi-
cates the rights of virtue and morality. . The re-
ligious apologxﬁ Jequxres a ferxous and an atrentive
reading, with a ftedfaft defire of ﬁndmg the truth,
and fuch 2 ftudy fanigucs, whereas, depravity re-
quu‘es none; in 2 word, it is far more eafy to
irritace, and throw the people into revolt, than to_; ‘
appeafe them, when once put in motion. 3
At lenath Malefherbes, feeing the rcvolutlon,
confummiated in the death of Lewis XVI. gaye.
figns of a tardy repentance. His zeal, in that mo-
ment did not hinder men,’ who had deeply felt his
fault, from exclalmmg, < Officious defender, ceafe:
= {0 plead for that king you yourfelf betrayed, it
« s too late, Ceafe to accufe that legion of re-.
« gicides, who demand his head ; Robefpicrre is.
« pot his firft ‘executioner; it was you that long
¢ f{ince prepared his {caffold, when you fuffered
< thofe impious works, that called the people to
<« the 'de'f’tfﬁ&io'n' of the altar and of the Vthrolne,
€ ‘to be openly fold and difplayed in the portlcos
« of his palace. That unfortunate prince con-
fided in you, he had imparted his authority to
“you, to' reprefs the impious and feditious wiiters, ‘«
« and you permitted the people to inhale blaf—
< phemy and hatred of kings, from a Ray-
< pal, an Helvetius or a Diderot, and you pre=
& tcxtcd commerce. - If then,’to day, this people,
m the frantic cnﬁs of thofe poifons” yon have
EHalEs o0y b Lige c1rculated

~

*

-

-
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& cilculated in their veins, call'aloud for the head
¢ of Lewis XVI. It is too late to make a parédc
e of his defence, or to criminate the Jacobins.”

Men of meditation and refle€tion, had long fince
forefeen the reproach that hiftory would one day
make to* Malefherbes. They never paffed the
galleries of the Louvre, without exclaiming in the
bitternefs of their fouls, Unfortunate Lewis XVI!
Ib'is thus that you are [old at the gates of your own
palace!

Malefherbes, at length, leaving the miniftry
overpowered by the reclamations of the friends of
religion, his fucceffors undertook or pretended to
undertake, to enforce the former laws. But pre=
fently, under the title of Fables, the Sophifters
fought to fpread their poifon anew, and charmed
Wlth their fuccefs D’Alembert writes to Voltaire,
¢¢ The luck of it is, that thefe fables, far fuperior
« o Efop’s, are fold here (at Paris) pretty freely.
« 1 begin to think the trade (of bookfelling) will
¢ have loft nothing by the fetreat of Mr. de
<« Maletherbes *.”” . It in truth loft {o little, that
the writers in defence of the altar and the throne,
were the only ones thwarted in their publica-
tions . 2
Mean-

Vi etz
-|~ We knnw of feveral excellent works which never could
gain admiffion into Frgmce. Such was the cafe with Feller’s
Vor. L R : P HILO~

.
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Meanwhile the confpirators carefully calculated
their fucceffes with miniftry. At the period when
Lewis XVI afcended the throne, they were al-
ready fuch, that Voltaire, writing to Frederick, ex-

 prefies his hopes in the following terms: © 1
< know not whether our young king will walk in

« your footfteps, but 1 know that he has taken phi-~
<< Jofuphers for bis minifters, all, except one, who is
« unfortunately a bigot. There is Mr. Turgot,
« who is worthy of your Majefty’s converfation.
« The priefts are in defpair. THIS Is THE COM-
¢ MENCEMENT OF A GREAT REVOLUTION *.”
Voltaire, in this, is correct to the full extent of
the term.. I remember, in thofe days, to have

PurrosorHIcAL CATECHISM, becaufe it contains an ex- -

cellent refutation of the fyftems of the day. We are ac-
quainted with feveral authors, and we might cite ourfelves,
to whom greater feyerity was fhown, than the law could coun-
tenance, whilft it was openly tranfgreffed in favor of thecon- |
fpirators. Mr. Lourdet, of the Royal College, the cenfor of
our Helvian letters, needed all his refolution and firmnefs to
maintain his prerogative and ours; by publifhing that work
which the Sophifters would fain have fupprefled, and that be-
fore:the firft volume was half priﬁted. The fame cenfor re-
claimed in vain the power of the laws, to ftop the publication ;
“of Raynald’s works. That feditious writer had daringly pre-
fented his pretended Privosorrrc HisTory to the cen-
fure, and inftead of the probate, he received  the reproaches
of juft indignation. In fpite of cenfure or laws, his work ap-
peared the next day, and was expofed for public fale,
*# Let of 3d Aug, 1775+

“feen
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- feen venerable ecclefiaftics bewailing the death of
Lewis XV. while all France and myfelf among
others, were in expectation of better days. They
would fay, the king we lofe, truly had many
failings, but he that fucceeds is very young, and
has ‘many dangers to encounter. They forefaw
that fame revolution which Voltaire foretels to
Frederick, and they fhed tears over it, in the bit=
't/erne'fs of their hearts. But let not the hiftorian
blame the young prince for the unhappy choice
in which Volaire fo much exults.  Lewis XVI. to

fucceed the better in this choice, had done all that

_diffidence in his own abilities, or that the love of
his fubje&s or of religion could fuggett. This
we fee by the deference he paid to the laft ad-
vice he received from his father, from that Dauphin
whofeVirtues,hadlongbcentheadmirationofFrance,
and whofe death plunged it into univerfal mourn-

243

ing. This is again to be feen in the eagernefs The Ma-
with which Lewis X VL called to the miniftry that ﬁfcm e
3 : uyto be

man, who in Voltaire’s ftyle, was unfortunately a excepted,

bigot. ~This was the Marefchal de Muy. - When
the hiftorian fhall difcover the throne furrounded .

- by fo many perfidious agents of ‘its authority, let

him remember to avenge piety and Chriftian *

fervor, courage and fidelity, infine all the virtues
of a true citizen, when he fhall treat of the me-
~ mory of this Marcfchal. ‘M. de Muy had been
. the companion and bofom friend-of the Dauphin,

"Rla : e
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father of Lewis X VI. and fuch a friendfhip is more
than an equivalent for the fcurrilous abufe of Vol-
taire.. The Marefchal de Saxe, was [oliciting for
one, whom he protefted, the place of companion
(menin) to the young prince. ' On being told that
it was intended for Mr. de Muy, he replied, I will
not do Mr. Le Dauphin the injury of depriving hbim
of the company of fo virtuous a man as the Chevalicr
de Muy, and who may, bereafier, be of great fervice :
t0 France.  Let pofterity appreciate fuch a com-
mendation, and could the Sophifter but hear and |
bluth ! ;

Mr. de Muy, was the man who bore the greateft
refemblance to the Dauphin, who loved him. = In
him were to be found the fame regularity and
amenity of manners, the fame beneficence, the fame
difinterefted zeal for religion and the public wel- :
fare. It was through his means that the prince,
umable to vifit the provinces in perfon, was ac-
quainted with the misfortunes and grievances of the

“people 5 he fent him to examine their ficuations, and

they were occupied together in feeking thofe reme-

+dies which the prince’s premature death, alas ! hin-
‘dered from being carried into execution. When,
* during the war, Mr. de Muy was called upon to

give proofs of his fidelity in the vi€torious fields
of Crevelt and Warbourg, the Dauphin would
daily offer the following prayer for his fafety: <My
¢ God, may thy fword defend, may thy thield

: « protect
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<« protect the Count Felix de Muy, to the end,
¢ that if ever thou makeft me bear the heavy bur-
¢ then of a crown, he may fupport me by hlS
< virtue, his counfels and his example.”

When the God of vengeance ftruck France with
its firft fcourge, when the hand of death had mor-
tally ftruck the Dauphin, Mr. de Muy by his bed-
fide, bathed in the tears of friendfhip, hears the
prince, in a voice that could rend the heart afun-
der, pronounce thefe laft words: Do not abandon
«< yourfelf to forrow. Preferve yourfelf; to ferve
« my children, Your knowledge, your. virtues
¢ will be neceffary to them. Be for them, what
¢ you would have been for me. Beftow on my
¢ memory, that mark of kindne(s ; but above all,
<¢ let not their youth, during which: God grant
¢ them his protection, keep you at a diftance
¢ from them.”

~Lewis X VI, afcending the throne, recalled thefe

~words to Mr. de Muy, conjuring him to accept of
the miniftry. Though he had refufed it in the
preceding reign, he could not withftand the en-
treaties of the fon of his departed friend.  In a
court unjverfally affaulted by impiety, he taught

it that the Chriftian hero would, in no ﬁtuanon,
be afthamed of his God.

‘When he commanded in Flandérs, he had the
‘honor of receiving the Duke of Gloucefter, bro-
"‘thcr to the King of England, at a time when the
: R3 Cathohc

~

b

~

n
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; \Catho]ic church commands abftinence from meat,

True to his duty, he condufted the Duke to his
table, faying, <My religion is firictly obferved in
¢ my houfe; had Iever the misfortune to infringe
¢ that law, I fhould more carefully obferve it, on
« 3 day when I have fo illuftrious a prince, fora
¢ witnels and cenfor of my condu&. The Eng-
¢ lifh pun&ually follow their religion; out of
« refpedt for your Royal Highnefs, 1 will not
¢ exhibit the fcandal of a loofe Catholic, who
& could dare violate his, in your prefence.”

* If fo much religion, in the eyes of philofophifm, -
is only unfortunately being a bigot, let it look to
the thoufands of unhappy creatures that religion
relieved, by the hands of Mr. de Muy. Let it
behold the foldiery, rather led by his example than
by the laws,of courage and difcipline, Let it

~

~

-

 learn, that the province in which he commanded,

fill gratefully remembers and blefs their former
governor, in fpite of the revolution, which feems
to have tinged the human mind with the black hue
of ingratitude *.

One of the great misfortunes of - Lewis XVI
was to lofe_this virtuous minifter at an early pe-

Maure-  tiod. ‘Maurepas was by no means the propet,

pas.

perfon to replace him in the confidence of the
young kmg His father even, who mentioned

* See Mr. Le Tourneur de Treflol, on t}us Marel‘chal; alfo
F eller s Hlit Di&,

~ him
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him in his will, had been mifled by the averfion

this former minifter had fhown to the Marquife de
Pompadour, and his long exile had not wrought
. the change in him, which the Dauphin had fup-
pofed.  The attention, however, which the young
prince paid to the counfels of his father thow how
ardently he withed to furround himfelf with ;ﬂxmﬁcrs
feconding his views, for the good of the people.

He could have made a better choice, had he
khown what had mifled the Dauphin.. Maurepas
- was now old and decrepid, but had all the vices of
youth.  Voltaire transforms him into a philofo-
pher, and he coalefced with the feét through le-
vity and indolence.  He believed in nothing ; he
was without hatred againft the altar, as without
affe@ion for the Sophifters.  He would with equal
indifference, wittily lath a bifhop or D’Alembert.

He found D’Argen{on’s plan for the dcﬂxu&xon of
the religious orders, and he followedit. He would

have foon fet afide the impious minifter, had he

known him that would confpire againft the reli-
gion of the ftate. An enemy to all convulfions,
and without any fixed principles on Chriftianity,
‘e thought it at leaftimpolitic to attempt its de-
ftruction.  He certainly was not one of thofe men
capable of ftopping a revolution, but he did not
forward it. - He rather let others do the harm,
than he did it himfelf; but unfortunately that harm
which he let others do, was great. Under his ad-

SR miniftration
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miniftration philofophifm made a terrible progrefs.
Nothing proves:it better’than the choice of ‘that
Turgot, whofe nomination is celebrated by Voltaire
as the beginning of @ great revolntion.

The philanthropy of this man. has been much
extolled, but it was that of a hypocrite, as the
reader,‘Wﬂl be: convinced of, by the following
letter from D’Alembert to Voltaire: ¢ You will
< {oon receive another vifit, which I announce to
¢ you. It is that of Mr. de Turgot, a mafter of
¢ Requefts, full of philofophy, a man of great

¢ parts and learning, a great friend of mine, and
. who wifhes to. fee yourin luck.  Iay luck for
<& propter metum Fudeorum (for fear of the Jews);

¢ we muft not brag of it too much, nor you
£seneithen 2

If at firft fight the ﬁgmﬁcauon of the fear of
the Jews is not underftood, D’Alembert will ex-
plainitina fecond portrait of his friend: < This

1< Turgot, he writes, is a man of wit, . great

st inftruction and very virtuous; in a word, he is
a worthy Cacoztac, but has good reafons for not
¢ ﬂmwmg it too much, for I have learned to my

~n

1< coft, that the Caconaquery (philofophifm) is
¢ not the road to fortune, and he deferves to

< make his{.”

' Voltaire had an interview with. Turgot, and
formed o, true 2 judgment of him, that he an-
* Letter 64, oo 1760, -t Letter 76. :
s, S ‘ - fwers,
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fiwers, « If youhave many licentiates of that ftamp

“<inyour fect, I fear for the wresch, fbe is loﬁ o]

€€ good company *.”’ .
To every man who underftands the encomiums
of Voltaire or D’Alembert, this is as much as to
fay, Turgot is a fecret adepr, he is an.ambitious
hypocrite and will at once be a traitor'to his God,
‘his king and his country: but'with us, we call him
_virtuous, he is a confpirator of the true ftamp, ne-
ceflary to. compafs the overthrow of Chriftianity.
Had Voltaire or D’Alembert {fpoken of an eccle-
fiaftic, or a religious writer who had only the virtues
of a Turgot, what a monfter we fhould have feen
arife from his ‘pen. Let the impartial hiftorian
examine, and lay ‘afide thefe ufurped reputations
of virtue, let him fay with truth, that Turgot,
rich ‘and above the common run of citizens, and
ftill aiming at dignities and further fontunc, cannot
‘be called a real philofopher. Turgot being the
adept of the confpiring Sophifters and 2 mafter of
requefts, is already perjured. He will be far
“mote fo when he arrives at the miniftry. For
by the ftanding laws of the ftate, he could only

enjoy thefe dignities, by affirming both by himfelf

and others, his fidelity to the king, to religion and
to the ftatt. He had already bctrayed religion
and the ftate, he will foon betray his king. He
belonged to that feét of (Economifts who detefted

# Letter 77.

G . : ; _tbc‘
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the French monarchy, and only {uffered a king,
in order to treat him as did the firft rebels of the

" revolution,

At length, carried to' the 'miniftry, by the
cabals of the fect, he ufes all his power to infpire
the young king with his difguft for the monarchy,
and ' with his principles on the authority of a
throne, he had fworn to maintain as minifter, He
would  willingly have transformed him into a
Jacobin' king. He firft infinuates thofe errors,
which are one day to throw the feeptre into the
hands of the people, and overturn the ‘alcar and
the throne; if thofe are the virtues of a minifter,
they are thofe of a treacherous one; if errors of the
mind, they are of 2 mad-man, Nature had en-
dowed him with the defire of relieving his fellow-
creatures.  He heard the declamations of the So-
phiflers ‘againft the remains of the feudal fyftem,
under which the people ftill labored, and what

- with the Sophifters, was a mere tool of their

hatred for kings, he miftook for the cry of com-
paffion. He was blind to what all the world
faw, and that ‘particularly on the Corvees. He
would not hearken to the voice of hiftory, which
told him that the fhackles of the feudal {fyftem
had as yet been only broken, by the wifdom and
mature deliberation of the monarch, forefeeing

ithes mconvcmenccs and the means of covering

the lofles of the {uppreflion. ' But he would be
G : haﬁy |
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hafty and he ruined every, thing. « The Sophifters
thought his difmiffion too early, but alas! it was
not early enough; for he had already tainted the
throne with thofe revolutionary ideas on the fove-
reignty of the people; he had then forgotten that
this was making all power depending ‘on their
caprice; he pretended to make the people happy
by placing arms in their hands, with which they
deftroyed themfelves. He thought to re-eftablith
the .laws in" all their purity, and he only taught
rebellion; he mifleads the youthful monarch, too
unexperienced, to unravel the fophifms of the
fe ; the very goodnefs of his heart leads him
ftill more aftray. - In the pretended rights of the
people, he only fees his own to be facrificed, and

it is from Turgot, we are to trace that fatal error

of his infurmountable patience and fatal' conde-
fcenfion for that people, whofe fovereignty led
to the fcaffold himfelf; his queen and his fifter.
Turgot is the firft minifter who fhows that
revolutionary {pirit, at once antichriftian and anti-
monarchial. Choifeul and Malefherbes were more
. impious than Turgot, Choifeul perhaps was even
more. wicked, but never before had a minifter
been known, feeking to deftroy the principles of
that authority, in the mind of the king, which he
imparted to them. It was reported that Turgot
had repented on feeing the fovereign mob threat-
ening his perfon, on feeing them- burfting open
e : the
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the magazines of corn, and throwing both corn
and bread into the riverand that under pretence
of famine; it was then, as reported, that'feeing
his errors, he had laid open to Lewis X VI. all the
plans of the Sophifters, and that'thefe latter ever-
after fought to’ deftroy the "idol they had fet up.
This anecdote, unfortunately for’ the 'honor: of

Turgot, is unfounded.’ Before his elevation to

the miniftry, he was an idol of the confpirators,
and fuch he remained, until his death. ' Condorcet
has alfo been his panegyrift and hiftorian, and he
would not have been tolerant on the repentence of
inadept. '

Scourges have fallen' fucceffively on Erance fince
the revolution, but prior to it they had fucceeded
each other in the perfons of Lewis XVIth’s mini-
fters.  Necker appeared after Turgot, and Necker
re-appears after Briennes. And his virtues were
extolled by the Sophifters nearly as mnch as he
extols them himfelf. This is another of thofe
'répmations, which the hiftorian muft ‘judge by
fats; not for the mere pleafure of deteéting’ the
confpiring  hypocrite, but becaufe rbefe ummerised
reputations were a means employed for the confumma-
tion of the confpiracy. : :

~ Necker, as yeta banker’s clerk, was employed by

; nt, in
a bufinefs which was {uddenly and greatly to aug-

‘ment their fortunes, They had the fecret of an

~ approaching
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approaching peace, which was confiderably to
enhance the value of the Canada Bills; one of
the conditions of the future peace being, the pay-
ment of thofe bills which had remained in Eng-
land : they let Necker into the fecret, on condi-
tion that for their common emolument, he would
write to London to have a number of thefe bills
bought up at the low price which the war had re-
duced them to. Necker engaged in the affocia-
tion, and thfough the credit of his mafter, the bills
were monopolized. His affociates, returning to
know the ftate of the bargain, he told them that
the {peculation had appeared fo hazardous and
bad, that he had defifted from and countermanded
the purchafe. Peace comes, and Necker is in
poffeflion of thefe bills on his own account alone,
~and thefe 'make near three millions Tournois.—
Such was the virtue of Necker when a clerk !
Now rich, he calls the Sophifters to his table s
his. houfe becomes a weekly club, and the new
Mecenas is well repaid for his good cheer by the
encomiums and flattery of his guefts. D’Alembert,
~and the chiefs of the confpirators, punétually at-
. tended thefe affemblies every Friday *. Necker
hearing of nothing but philofophy, would be a

philofopher, as fuddenly as he became a lord, -and -

the intrigue and encomiums of the fect would

Erik Correfpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, Let 31,
- &npo 1770,

transforrn :
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transform him into a Sully, At length Lewis XVI.
hearing fo much of the talents of this man in
finance, called bim to the miniftry as Comptroller
General.  Among the many means of the confpi-
rators, the moft infallible was to introduce diforder
in the finances. Necker fucceeded completely in
this plan, by thofe exhorbitant loans which no-

thing could ‘have hidden from the public, but that

blind confidence, and thofe encomiums perpetually
thrown ‘out by the fet.—But let Necker have
afted from the ‘impulfe of confpirators, like an
ignorant ‘minifter who knew not whither he was
driven, or knowingly hollowed out the abyfs, it
is not his pretended virtue that is to plead his de-
fence. Is it not probable that the man, who,
when recalled for the fecond time to the Miniftry,
could dare to ftarve the people in the midft of
plenty, in order to convulfe them into a revolu-

. tion, could alfo attempt to ruin the finances to

produce the fame convulfive ftate ? Such a virtue
as his may be nearly claffed with the blackeft

guilt,

At the time when Necker was recalled to re-
place Bricnnes in the miniftry,
his great generofity to the pco
and that all France was ftunn
feats, at thac very time was hy

at the time when
ple was cried up,
ed with his great
e, in concert with
ftarving the people into revolt
the nobles and the clergy.

againft dici; King,
: 9 This
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This virtuous man had bought'ﬁp all the corn,
had ordered it to be fhut up in ftore-houfes, or in

barges fent it from one place to another, forbid-
ding the intendants to allow of the fale of any -
corn, until they had reccived his orders. The

magazines remained . fhut. ‘The boats erred
from port to port. The people clamoroufly cal-
led for bread, but in vain! The parliament of

Rouen, concerned for the ftate to which the pro~

_vince of Normandy was reduced, defired its pre~
. fident to write to the minifter (Necker) to demand
the fale of a great quantity of corn which they
knew to be then in the province. His letter was
not ‘anfwered. The firft prefident reccived 2

A Etiie :
fecond fummons from his body, to expatiate in the

moft prefling manner on the wants of the people;
at length Necker anfwers, that he has fent his
orders to the Intendant. His orders are executed,
but the Intendant is obliged, for his own juftifica-
tion, to lay them before the parliament, and fo far

were they from what was expected, that they were':

barely an inftruétion to put off the fale, and to
invent divers pretexts and excufes to elude the
demands of the magiftrates, and to rid him-of
their applications. Meanwhile the veflels laden
with corn, proceeded from the ports to the ocean,
from thvc ocean to the rivers, or imply to the in-
_ tefior of the provinces. At the period when
Ncckcr was driven from the mmlﬁly for thc fe-
cond txme, the pcople were deftiture of bread.
: The

253
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The parliament had then dBtained proof' that the

fame boats, laden with the fame corn, had been
from Roucn to Paris, and from Paris back again ;
then embarked at Rouen for the Havre, and thence
retumed‘again half rotten. The Attoruney General
profited of this fecond difmiffion to fend circular
orders to ftop thefe proceedings, and to give the
people the liberty of buying this corn. At the
expulfion of this minifter, the populace of Paris,
ftupidly {overcien, run to arms, and demand
their Necker, carrying his buft through the ftreets
with that of Philippe D’Orleans, and never were
two affaffins better coupled in their triumph. The
populace would have its executioner, which it
ftupidly ftiled its father; and Necker, on his re-
turn, ftarves it anew. Scarce had he heard of the
orders which the Astorney General of the Parliament

- of Normandy had given, when the revolutionary
- agents are {ent from Paris, the people are fijrred
~up againft the magiftrate, his manfion is forced

and pillaged, and 2 price is put upon his head |—
Such were the vxrtues of the adept Necker, when

minifter and proteé‘tor of the confpirators.

For the authenticity of thefe fads, the h]flonan.
will appeal to the chicf magiftrates of the parlia-

2 ment of Rouen. If to - fhew the chief agent of

fuch horrid deeds, I have been obliged to antici-
pate on the fecond part of this work ; it is becaufe

- Necker had __qonfglrcd againft the throne, equally

as
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8s againft the altar. It was chrough him the So=
. phifters were to draw the Calvinifts into their
party, but pretending to the faith of Geneva he
- was really a Deift. Had not the Calvinifts been
blind to convition, they could have feen it in his
writings or in his unmiverfal connetons with the
impious. For this empty and vain man aimed at
-~ every thing. From a Clerk he became Comp-
trolier-General ; next a protecting Sophifter, and
hence concluded hewas adivine. He publithed his
ideas on Rericious Ori1xn10Ws, and this work: was
‘nothing lefs than Deifm, and that is not Judging
feverely a work, which does not look upon the ex-
iftence of God as proved; for what can the reli-
gion of that man be, who doubts of the exiftence
of 2 God? This work obtained for its author an
academic crown, as being the beft prodution of
. the day ; thatis to fay, that could infinuate the
. moft impiety the leaft perceived.

Briennes, the intimate friend  of D’Alembert,
i after the wickednefs of this man has been fo pub-
* lic, I thould not mention him had I not to dife
cover a plot, the like of which hiftory would
blufh to fhow, and none but the annals of the
‘modern Sophifters could produce. Under the
name of (Economifts, the confpirators held fecret

pubhc), and impatiently waited the death of Mr.
S : de

_meetmgs {(which later we fhall lay open to the

257

After what has been faid of the minifter Briennes,
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de Beaumont, Archbifhop of Paris, to give him a
fucceffor, who,éntc_:ring into their views, and,
under the pretext of humanity# kindnefs and tole-
ration, was as patiently to endure with Philofo-
phifm, Janfenifm and all other {eéls, as Mr. de
Beaumont had ftrenuoufly .oppofed them. He
was to be particularly indulgent as to the dif-
cipline . of the parifh clergy, even to let it
decay in a few years. On tenets he was to be
equally patient. He was to reprefs the zeal of
thofe who appeared too active ; to interdi&t them,
even to difplace them as men tco ardent or even
turbulent. He was carefully to receive all accu-
fations of this fort, and replace the over-zealous
by men whom the Sophifters had prepared and
would. recommend, particularly for dignitaries.
By this plan the parith churches, as yet admini-
ftered by a moft edifying clergy, were foon to be
overrun by the moft fcandalous. Sermons and
catechiftical lectures becoming daily lefs fre-
quent ; in fine, all inftruions running in the phi-
lofophic ftrain, ‘bad books daily multiplying ; the
people feeing in their parithes. none but a clergy
feandalous in their morals, and litdle zealous in
their do&rine, were naturally to abandon the
churches and their religion. The apoftacy of the
capital was to carry with it that of the moft effen-
tial diocefe; and hence the evil was to fpread far
around. Thus without violence, wirhout being per-

= . Gerved,
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eeived, by the fole connivance of its chief paftor,
re]mon was to be cruthed in the capital; not but
what Briennes might have given fome exterior
figns of zeal, had the c1rcumﬂances required #*;

Nothing but the ambition ofa Briennes, and the -

wickednefs of his heart, could have made him ac-
cept the archbithopric on fuch conditions. The
agreement made, the Sophifters put all their agents
in motion,  The court is befet; an artful man;
of the name of Vermon, who had been made
reader to the queen by Choifeul, on the recom-
mendation of Briennes, feized on this opportunity
to make fome return to his prote@or; . The
queen recommended the protetor of Vermon,
and the thought fhe was doing well; the king
thought he did (i1l better in nominating the man,
: hofe moderation, whofe prudence and Whofe

'gemus, ‘were fo perpetual a topic, to the &rch-
bifhopric of Paris: and during one day Briennes
- was really named. But no fooner was it known
either at court or in Paris, than every Chriftian

fhuddered at the news. The. king’s' aunts and the

 Princefs de Marfan “in particular, immediately
forefaw the fcandal with which France was
threatened, and the king prevailed upon by their

prayers, annulled what he had already done. The

archbifhopric was given to'a man whofe modefty,

- * See hercafter the declaration ‘of Mr. le Roi,
52 zeal
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zeal and impartiality, would form the ftrongeft
contraft, with the vices of Briennes. Unfortu-
nately for France neither the king nor particularly
the queen were fufficiently convinced, to lofe all
confidence in the pretended virtues of this man,
nor did the confpirators lay all hopes afide of

- hereaffer raifing him to-a more exalted ftation.

Like to the thunder-bolt hidden in the clouds,
blackened by the tempeft and waiting the convul-
fion of the heavens to break forth, fo did Brien-
nes, from the dark cloud which threatened France,
convulfed during the fitting of  the Notables,
called by Calonne, burft forth prime minifter.
To fhow his fubferviency to the Sophifters, he
began by that famous edi¢t which Voltaire had
folicited twenty years before in behalf of the
Huguenots, though he had looked upon them as
mad and raving mad * ; by that edi€ {o long withed
for by D’Alembert, as a means of duping the

. Proteftants and of ¢crufbing Chriftianity, without

its even being perceivedt.  Offspring of the tem-
pett, he is at length overpowered by thofe billows '
which carried Necker to the helm, ‘and which
Necker holds folely to immerfe his king, the

nobility and the clergy into that fea of impious

Aophiftry and frantic' rage, which the confpirators

- * Letter to Marmontel, 21t Auguft 1767,
4 Letter 4th of May 1762,

had
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- had created.—Briennes died covered with infamy,
but without remorfe or giving figns of repentance.

By the fame intrigue that had carried Briennes Lamoig-
to the prime miniftry, Lamoignon, whofe anceftors e
‘had'been an ornament to the magiftracy, obtained
the feals. " He was notorioufly like many other
- courtiers, an unbeliever, but he was alfo one of
the confpirators.  His name is to be found in
their moft fecret committees. ‘On his difgracé
which foon followed that of Briennes, he philofo-
phically thot himf{elf.—Two fuch men at the head
“of ‘the miniftry ! what means had they not, of
_countenancing and forwarding the Antichriftian
Confpiracy !
. Pofterity will find it difficult to conceive that . g,
a monarch {o religious as Lewis XV, fhould haye many im-
been furrounded by fuch a fet of impious mini= Ligers
fters. Their furprifc will be much leffened, when
they confider that the confpirators aimed moftly
at the higher orders of fociety, and that they
withed to deftroy religion in thofe chiefly who
approached the perfon of the monarch*. To
the paffions of this privileged clafs, let the facility
of fatisfying them be added, and we fhall eafily
.~ conceive with what facilicy Voltaire could attack
a religion which {fo much militated againft thofe
paffions.  Without doubt, eminent virtucs. and

* Voltaire to Diderot, 25th December 1762, to D’Alem-
bert and Damilaville,

83 ; : the



262

THE v‘;\NT[CHRI.STIAN' CONSPIRACY.

“the moft diftinguifhed  piety were to be found

among the nobility and’ grandees of ‘the court:
for inftance,” Madame ' Elizabeth,* fifter' to~ the
king, Mefdames de France the King's aunts, the
Princeffes de’ Conti, Louise de Condé; de Marfan,
the Duc de Penthicvre, the Marefchal’ de Mou-
«chi, ‘de Broglie, and many other' diftinguithed
perfonages who would have done ‘honor: to
the brighteft ages of Chriftianity. Among the

minifters themfelves, hiftory will except Mr. de
Vergennes and Mr. de St. Germain, and perhaps
fome others who could not be challenged by im-
‘piety; throughout the whole clafs of the nobility
‘thefe exceptions may be more frequent than might
be fuppoefed, but neverthelefs it is unfortunately
‘true to- fav, that Voliaire had made furprifing
progrefs among the great, and that will eafily
account for the moft unhappy choices Lewis X VI.

. had made; virtue {écks obfcurity and s lictle

jealous: of elevation.. None but the ambitious
were foremoft ‘on the ranks, and the Sophifters
would ‘ftun' the ill-fated monarch with the praifes
of thofe’ whom they thought would beft' fecond

v their views, and who had been initiated in their

myfteries. Not only the throne, butfthe public
“itfelf was to be overpowered by the praifes which
‘they lavifhed on the adept they wifhed to elevate
to the miniftry. - Their intrigues were more fecret

rand {urpaffed  the art of courtiers themfelves;

‘befides, acting under_the influence of public

opinion,
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opinion, how could they not dire& the choice
of a young prince whofe greateft failing was dif-
fidence in his own judgment. By fuch arts were
the Turgots, the Neckers, the Lamoignons, the
Briennes fucceflively forced into the councils of
Lewis XVI., pafling over in filence thofe fub-
altern minifters and firfl clerks, importantly great,
whofe fervices the confpiring Sophifters carefully
fecured.

- Thus protected, impiety foared above the laws
niearly filenced. It was in vain for the clergy to
reclaim the hand of power, for it connived at
the confpirators; their writings were circulated and

their perfons fecure. Voltaire even writes to

D’Alembert, ¢ Thanks to-a prieft about the
< court, I fhould have been undone had it not
% been for the Chancellor, whe at all times has
¢ fhown me the greateft kindnefs *.” This fhows
how little any reclamations of the clergy could
avail even againft the chief of the confpirators.

263

This letter difcovers a new protector of the So- M Meau-

“phifters in the perfon of Mr. de Meaupou; his PO%

‘ambition and his conne&ion with the chief of the
- confpirators had always been hidden under-the mafk
of religion. :

In a letter written alfo to’D’Alembert, we fee

a4

. what immenfe ufe fuch protetions were of, not

only to Voltaire but alfo: to the other adepts He

*) Lotter 133, 2000 1774.

D4 e fpeak’s
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{peaks ‘of ‘Choifeuls ¢ T have' the'greateft obli-
o igations ‘to him. /It 18 to him alone that I-owe
« allithe privileges Thave on my eftate. - Every
s¢ fayorthat T have afked for my ﬁze;zds he' has
Seoranted %2 :
Some' of thefe protectors: alfo aimed at being
authors, and without Voltaire’s talents fought to
Duc  infpire the people with the fame principles. Of
P’Ufez' thisnumber was the Duke D’Ufez who, to verify
-~ ctheiexpreflion of Voltaire that he was ftronger in
mind than in body, had undertaken a work in
‘favor of liberty and equality applied to our belief
in- matters | of faich, without confulting - either
'church or paftor. = Voltaire only withed to fee it
finithed to 'declare the work ast ufeful ito fociery
agit was to the duke himfelf +. This work never
appeared; fo we know not how to clafs the geniug
of the noble divine,
Other In Voltaire’s letters we find many other great
ig:;i;g:r-vperfonagcs who fwell the hift of ‘adepts and pro-
ftectors, many names alrcady famous in ‘hiftory;
“fuch ‘was' the defcendant of a Grillon ot ‘& Prince
of Salme, both worthy of better days according
‘to Voltaire; but let not the reader miftake them,
for the age of the Bayards and of thofe' bold
Knights of former times; no, it is of an age worthy
of‘ -timr modeﬁy and. their pbzl _[opbw ﬁzeme. W\.

tte uo, 2nno 1762
-f Voltaire to the Duc D’Ufez, Igth Kbyl 1760° AL

fee
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fee Voltaire placing all his hopes in the prince of
Ligne for the propagation of his fophifticated

{cience throughout Brabant; and the Duke of
‘Braganza, is as much extolied for the fimilarity of

his fentiments,
Among the Marquifies, Counts and Chevaliers,

we find the Marquis- D’Argence de Derac; 2 bri-

gadeer-general, zealous in the deftruétion of Chrif~
tianity in the province of Angoumois, and modern-~
1zing:his fellow-countrymen, with  his philofophic
ideas—The Marquis de Rochefort, Colonel of a
regiment, who through his. philofophifm  had
gained the friendfhip of Voluire and D’Alembert.
~—The Chevalier Chattellux bold but more adroit
inithe war againft Chriftianity. In fine;, were we

<to credit Volraire, ‘nearly all thofe whom he was
sacquainted with in this clafs, were what he ftyles

honeft men in a letter to Helvetius in 1763.
g Believe me, he. writes, that Europe 1s full of

¢ men of reafon, who are opening their eyes to

s¢ the  light.  Truly the number is prodigious.

-« I have not feen for thefe ten years paft o fingle
£ honeff man of whatever country or religion he
e may have been, &us what -abfolutely thought as
¢ gou. dp.” It 1s probable, and it is to be hoped

,.brhat Voltaire greatly exagoerated his fuccefs. It

would be impoffible to conceive, that of the num-
bers of the nobility who went to contemplate the

Grand Lama, of the Soph1ﬁers at Kerney, the

oreatcﬂ;

2635
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_ greatelt part were not attraéted by curiofity, rather

than impiety. - The fureft rule by which we may
diftinguith the true adepts, is by the confidence
he placed in them, or whether he fent them the
productions of his own pen or thofe of other
confpirators. - At that rate even the lift would
greatly extend. Many duchefles and marchionefies
would be found, as philofophic as Sifter Guille-
metta,. Bug let them be forgotten thofe adepts
more dupes than wicked, more unfortunate are
they ftill, if they are above being pitied.

Of thefe protectors, the Count D’Argentel hono-
rary counfellor of the parliament, is to be parti-
cularly diftinguithed. = Nearly of the fame age as
Voltaire, he always had been his bofom friend.
All that Mir. de la Harpe fays of the amlablhty of
this Count, may be true, but however amiable, it
will alfo be true to'fay, that both the Count and
Countefs D’Argental were the dupes of their ad-
miration and friendfhip for Voleaire. He corre-
{ponds as regularly with thefe twoadepts as he did
with D’Alembert, and as confidently exhortsthem
to crufh the wretch.  He ftyles them his two  an-
gels. He employed the Count as general agent -
for all higher protetions, that he might ftand in -
need of, and few agents were more devoted or
more faithful, that is to fay more impious *,

* See General Correfpondence.

A name
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A name of greater importance, and that'is not to Duc de Iz
be overlooked among the prote@ing adepts, is that fo?::zzit.
of the Duc de la Rochefoucault. To' him who

- knows how much the Duke muft have been mif~"
taken in his own wit, it will be matter of little fur=
prife to fee him {o feldom mentioned in Voltaire’s
correfpondence ;- but facts fupply the place of "
written proofs.  The Duke had been weak enouglt
to allow himfelf to be perfuaded, that impiety and
Philofophifm  could alone give him a reputation.
He protected the Sophifters, and even penfioned”
Condorcet. It would have been happy for him
had he not waited for the murderers' fent by Con-
dorcet himfelf, to learn what were the real prid—
ciples of this Philofophifm.

In foreign courts, many great perfonages
thought to {oar above the vulgar, by this fame So-
phiftry.  Voleaire could not fufficiently admire the
zeal of Prince Gallitzin, in dedicating the moft
impious of Helvetius’s works to the Emprefs of
Ruffia *. - ‘He was ftill niore delighted with Count
Schouwallow, the péwerful protector of the So-
phiftersat that Court, and with all thofe, by whofe
intrigues D’Alembert had been nominated for the

. education of the heir to the Imperial diadem."
~ In Sweden, whence the Chamberlain Jennings,

_under the aufpices of the King and Queen, had®
~ gone to announce to the patriarch of Ferney, the

e Let, 117, to D’Alembert,
great
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/1 great progres of Philofophifimin that country #, an
‘adept was to be found far more extolled by the con-
{pirators.. This was the Count de Creutz, am-
- baffador in France, and afterwards i in Spain.. He
had fo well blended his embafly with the apoftle-
fhip of impiety, that Voltaire, enraptured, was in-
.rconfolable at his departure from Paris... He writes
1o Madame Geoftin, ¢ Had there been an Em-
« peror Julian on carth, the Count de Creutz
s fhould have been fent on embafly to him, and
.4 not to-a country where Auto-da-fe’s are made.
(< The {enate of: Sweden muft have been mad,
8 not:to have left fuch a manin France ; he would
1f¢-have been of ufe there, and it is impeffible
1+ §¢ that he fhould do any good in Spain §.. -
- But this Spain, {fo much defpifed by Voltaire,
.could produce 'a D’Aranda, whom he ftyles the
EBayorite of Philgfophy, and who daily went to fti-

.mulate his; zeal, 'in the ‘company of D’Alembert,
. Marmontelle, and Mademoifelle D’Efpinafe, whofe

. club nearly equalled the French Academy.. _
/ Other dukes and grandees were to be found in

11 Spain, equally admiring the French Sophiftry. In
< particular the Marquis de Mora and the Duke' of
! Villa Hermofa. Inthis fame country, fo much
nidefpifed by the Sophifters, we find D’Alembert

! diftinguithing’ the Duke of Alba. It is of him

* Let. to D’Alembert, 19th Jan. 1769.
o i 21t May, 1764, 1 Let, of Voltaire, 1ft May 1765
that
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‘that he writes to Voltaire, < One of the firft
‘e« grandees of Spain, a man of great wit, and the
€ fame perfon who was ambaffador in France, under
¢ the name of Duke of Huefcar, has juft fent me
< ‘twenty guineas towards your ftatue ; condemned,
< he fays, fecretly to cultivate my reafon, I joy-
¢ fully feize this opportunity of publicly teftifying
“ my graticude to the great man, who firft pointed
< out the road for me *.”

It was at the fight of fo numerous a lift of dif=
ciples, that Voltaire exclaimed, <« Victory declares
< for us on all fides; I do affure you that in alittle
< time, nothing but the rabble will follow the flan-
¢ dard of our enemies +.” He did not {ufficiently
dive into futurity, or he would have feen that
rabble mifled one day by the fame principles,
“and facrificing its mafters on the very altar JlCY
had raifed to impiety.

As to D’Alembert, he could not contain him-
o {elf, when informed of the numerous admirers that
flocked to Ferney. ¢« What the devil, would he
S write, forty guefts at table, of whom two maf=
¢ ters of requefts and a counfellor of the grand
© ¢ chamber, without counting the Duke of Villars
~““and company §.”” Dining at Voltairc’s, to be
fure, is not an abfolute proof of the philofophifm
of the gueft, but it fhews, generally, men who'ad-

# Let. 108, anno 1773
1 Let. to Damilayille. 1 Let. 76, anno 1760
& ‘mired

1209
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mited the chief of that i 1mp1ety, which was ofie day
to'be their ruin,

It was'not by chance that D’Alembert mentions
the counfellor of the grand chamber. He was
fully'aware of what importance it was for the con-
fpirators, to have protectors, or even admirers, in-
the higher orders of the magiftracy. Voltaire was
of the fame opinion when he writes,  Luckily
« during thefe ten years paft, that parliament (of:
¢ Thouloufe) has been recruited by young men
« of great wit, who have read; and who think like
€ you *,”" This letter alone denotes how much
the tribunals were relaxed, for many years pre-
ceding the revolution. They were vefted with all
the authority neceffary for ftopping the circulation
of thefe impious and feditious works, and of taking
cognizance of their authors, but they had fo much
negleted it, chat in the latter times, a decree of
the parliament was a means of enhancing the price,
and extending the circulation of a work.

Voltaire, notwithftanding the numerous con-
quefts made in thefe temples of juftice, often com-
plains of fome of thofe refpe@able corps, as fill
containing magiftrates who loved religion.  Butin
return he extols the philofophic zeal of thofe of
the Sauth. < There (he writes to D’Alembert)
““ you go from a My, Duché to a Mr. de Caftillon,

: *" Let. 11, haﬁ‘mi 176>9.(
¢« Grenoble
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% Grenoble can boaft of a Mz, Servan. Jtis im-
« poffible that reafon and toleration fhould not
¢« make the greateft progrefs underfuch mafters#.”

This hope was the better founded, as thefe three-

magiftates, here named by Voltaire, are precifely
thofe, who by their functions of attorney or {oli-

citor generals, were obliged to oppofe the progrefs.

of that reafon, fynonimous with impiety in;the
mouth of Voltaire ; and to uphold the power of
the law againft thofe daily produéhons and their
authors.

Mr. de laChalotaix 1s of all others; the folicitor
general who feems’to have been in the clofeft in-
timacy. with Voltaire. It is in their correfpon-
dence, that we fee how much the confpirators were

indebted and how grateful they were to him, on
_ account of his zeal againft the Jefuits, and how
much the deftru@ion of that order, was blended

with that of all other religious, in their plans for
the total overthrow vof all ceclefiaftical authe-
my-]-

But in fpite of all this Philofophifm, thlCh had
crept into the body of the magiftracy, we meet
with men venerable, and whofe virtues were the
ornament of the higheft tribunals ; particularly the

grand chamber of the parliament of Paris, ap-

* Let. of the sth Nov. 1770
+ See their corre{pondence, partxcular]y Voltaue 5 letter

to Mr. Chalotzux, 17th May 1762,
: ‘ pearcd
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‘peared {o oppofite to his impiety, that he defpaired

 of ever philofophizing it. He even does it the
honor of ranking it with that populace and zhofe
offemblies of the clergy, that he defpaired of ever
rendering reafonable, or rather impious *.

There even was a time, when he exprefles his
indignation to Helvetius in the following terms.
<< I believe that the French are defcended from
< the centaurs, who were half men and balf pack-
«¢ horfes:  Thele two halves have been feparated,
< and there remained, men like you and fome others,
< alfo horfes, who bave bought the offices of coun-
<« fellor (in parliament), or ‘who have made
< themfelves doctors of Sorbonne t.”

It is an agreeable duty 1 fulfil, when I thow
proof of this {pite of the Sophifters againft the
firft corps of the French magiftracy, It is certain
that at the time of the revolution, many magi-
ftrates were yet to be found, who better informed
of the intrigucs of the Sophifters, would willingly
have given greater vigour to the laws for the fup-
port of religion. But impiety had intruded even
into the grand chamber. - Terrey, as yet only
Known as a wicked minifter, is not fufficiently fo
as a Sophifter.

“Traitof  Whatever may be the blacknefs of many faéts
‘El}‘l:ribbé mentioned in thefe memoirs, few are of 3 deeper
Y hue than the following one.
- * Let, to D’Alembert, i;kgth Dec. 1763. 1 July 22d, 176:.
R : (7 Fhe
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The bookfeller e Jay, was publicly felling one
of thofe works, the impicty of which fomctimes
commanded the ‘attention of the parliament.
That fold by Le Jay was ordered to be publicly
burnt and the author and fellers to be profccuted,
Terrey offered himfelf to make the neceffary per-
quifitions, and was to report to parliament. He

otdered Le Jay before him, and I will lay before ;

the reader the very words I heard the bookfeller
make ufe of, when he gave an account of what
had paffed on the occafion. As to the title of the
work, I am not quite certain whether he men-
tioned it or not, but I perfeétly remember what
follows :—¢ Ordered before Mr. Terrey, coun-
-« {ellor 1n parliament; I waited on him. He
% reccived me with an air of gravity, fat down on
« a couch, and queftioned me as follows i—1Is it
¢¢ you that fell this work condemned by a decree

-

N

€

« How can you fell fuch dangerous works? As
< many others are fold—Have you {old many of
<« them ? Yes my Lord—Have you many left?
¢ About fix hundred copies.—Do you know. the
author of this bad workt Yes, my Lord—Who
“ is it? You, my Lord [—How dare you fay fo;
‘< how do you know that? I know it, my Lord,
¢ from the perfon of whom I bought your ma-
¢ nufcript.—Since you know it all is over; go,
‘¢ bur be prudent.” :
Vor. L. T S It

~

-

€

~

~

of the parliament? I anfwered, Yes, my Lord, ,
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GH AP =XV,
- The Clafs.—Of Men of Letters.

: HE paffions and the facility of gratifying
T them, the yoke of religion once thrown off,
had given the confpirators great power among the
higher claffes of focicty ; and the empty hopes
of a reputation brought over to their ftandards all

. thofe who pretended to literary fame. The great

talents of Voltaire, and a fuccels perhaps fuperior

to his talents, proclaimed his fway abfolute, over

- the clafs of men of letters. Humbly thofe men

followed his triumphant car, who above all others

will proudly flatter themfelves with the per-

.~ fection of their own ideas. - It was only neceffary
. for him to give the fathion, Like to thofe frivo-

lous nations where the high-flown courtezans, by

their fole example, can introduce the moft wan-
ton fafhions in attire, juft fo does the premier
chief, Scarce had he fhown his bias towards im-

| piety, when the men of letters would all be im-

pIous,

205

From that cloud of writers and adepts, a man Rouffeau.

fhone forth who might have difputed with him the
palm of genius; and who, for celebrity, needed
- not to refort to impiety. This was Jean Jaques
80 Roufleau,
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Rouffeau. That famous citizen of Geneva, fib=-
lime when he pleafes in his profe, rivalling

Milton or Corneille in his poetry, could have ri-

' valled Bofluet under the banners of Chriftianity.

Unfortunately for his glory, he was known to

‘D’Alembeit, Diderot and Voltaire, and for 2 time

he leagued with them, and fought like them; the

‘means of cruthing Chrift and his religion. « In this

fynagogue of impiety, as in that of the Jews, tefti-
monies did not agree ; divifions enfued, but though
feparated, their atiacks were bent againft Chrifti-
anity.. This is to be {een in a letter from Voltaire
to D’Alembert, . where he fays, ¢ What a pity it
 is that Jean Jaques, Diderot, Helvetius and
¢ you, with other men of your {tamp, thould not
haye been unanimous in your attacks on zhe
wrefch. My greateft grief is, to fee the im-
poftors united, and the friends of truth di-
Evidedati ,

- When Roufleau feceded from the Sophifters, he
did not by that forfake either his own or their er-

-

(44

€¢

&e

- rors ; he deparately carried on the war.. The ad-

mirtation of the adepts was divided. | In  cicher
{chool, impiety had only varied its Weapons, nor
Were opinions more conftant or lefs impious.
Voltaire was  the. moft a&ive, but vigor was
given to Jean Jaques. ~ With the {trength of Her-

cules he alfo partook of his delirium, - Voltaire

* No. 156, aano 1756, -
Zat: aughed
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laughed at contradiction, and his pen flew with
every wind. Jean Jaques would infift on the pa-
radoxes foflered in his brain, and brandifhing his

~ club on high, he would equally ftrike at truth or

. falfehood. The former was the vane of opinion,
- the latter the Proteus of Sophiftry.  Both equally
i diftant from the fchools s of wifdom, both withed to
© lay the foundations and firft principles of philofo-
. phy.
- The pro and con wds equally adopted by them,
~ and both found themfelves condemned to the moft
humiliating inconftancy.  Volraire, uncertain as to
i the exiftence of a God, or of a future ftate, ap-
i plies to Sophiﬁers bewildered like himfelf, and
:_'rfmains perplexed. * Jean Jaques, as yet a mere
- youth, fays to himfelf; « I am. going to throw
|« this fone againft that tree oppofite to me: If
Recci] hit, a2 fign of falvation; if I mifs, a fign of
~ < damnation.” Jean Jaques hits, and heaven is
 his lot. This proof fufficed for the philofo-
pher long after his youthful days; and he was far
| advanced in years when he fays, < Ever after that
< ] never doubted of 'my falyation *.
 Voltaire one day believed he could demon-
 ftrate the exiftence of the Author of the Univerfe;
~ he then believed in an all-powerful God, who re-
. munerated virtue . The day aftcr, the who ¢ of

'* His Confeﬁ' ions, book 6th.
“+ Voltaire on Atheifm,

T3 : ' this
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thlS demonftration is dwindled into probabilities
and doubts, which it would be the fummit of

tidicule to pretend to folve *.

‘The fame truth is one day evident to Jean
Jagues, nor does he doubt of it after having de-

‘monftrated it himfelf. He beheld the Deity all

around him, with him, and throughout nature on .
that day, when he exclaimed, T am certain that
€ God exifts of himfelf . But the day following,
the demonftration was forgotten, and he writes to
Voltaire, « Frankly I confefs that (on the exiftence
< of God), neither the pro nor the con appears to

-« me demonftrated .”  With Jean Jaques as with

Voltaire, Theifm and Arbeifin could only found their
doctrine on probabilities §. And they both believed
in one only principle or fole Mover |. But at

- another time they could not deny but what there
_ were ‘two principles or two caufes §.

Voltaire, after having written that Atheifm
would people the earth with robbers, villains and

* Voltaire on Atheifm ; and on the Seul by Suranus,

+ The Emileand Let. to the Archbithop of Paris.

1 Letter to Voltaire, vol. 12. Quarto edit. of Geneva.
- || Voltaire on the Principle of A&ion.~—Jean Jaques in
the Emile, vol. 3, page 115, and Letter to the Archbifhop
of Paris, ;

§ Voltaire,’%eﬁ. Eneyelop. . t}o!. 9.—Jean Jaques,
Emile, vol. 5, page 61, and Let. to the Archbifhopof Paris.

IMon=



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY s

“monfters *, would acquit Atheifm in Spinofa, and
even allow of it in a Philofopher 1, and profefled it
‘himfelf when he writes to D’Alembert, 1 know
« of none but Spinofa who has argued well .”
. Thatis to fay, 1know of no true philofopher but
he to whom all matter and this world is the fole
God; 'and after having tried every fect, he ends
by prefling D’Alembert to unite all parties in the
war againft Chrift. = Jean Jaques had written that
. the Atheifts deferved punifhment; that they were
difturbers of  the public peace, and as fuch guilty of
.death ||. © Then thinking he had fulfilled Vol-
taire’s with, writes to the minifter Vernier, <« I
< declare that my fole objeét in the New Eloifa,
¢ was to unite the two oppofite parties (the

¢ Deifts and Atheifts), by a reciprocal efteem for

¢ each other, and to teach the philofophers that
< one may believe in God without being a hypo-
< crite, or deny him without being a rafcal §.”
And this fame man writes to Voltaire, that an
Atheift cannot be guilty before God. That fhould
the law find the Atheift guilty of death, it
was the denounciator who fhould be burned as
cluchint.

% On Atheifm. . + Axiom 3. it
1 Letter toD’Alembert, 16th June, 1773:
| Emile, vol. 4, page 68. Spcial Contra&, chap. 8.
§ Letter to Mr. Vemier. ‘
*#% Letters to Voltaire, vol. 12, and New Eloifa.

T4 5 Voltaire

w2 1.9
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Voltaire would blafpheme the‘ law of Chrif,
retra&, receive the facrament, and prefs the con-

{pirators to crufh the wretch! Jean ]aques would

lay afide Chriftianity, or refume it again, and with
Calyia will partalce of the Laft Supper * ; will write

the moft fublime encomiums on Cl hrift that human

eloquence could devift, and then finith by blaf-

 pheming that fame Chrift as a fanatic . If the
- Antichriftian Revolution was one day to: carry.

Voltaire triumphantly to the Pantheon, Roufleau

“had the fame rights to the inauguration of the So-

phifters of Impiety. © We fhall fee him gain far
other claims on the Sophifters of rebellion.  If
the former fecretly folicits kings to fubfcribe to
his ftatue, the latter openly writes that at Sparta
one would have been erected to him,

# D’Alembert writes to Voltaire, in fpeaking of Roufleau,
< T pity him, and if hishappinefs depends on his approach-
< ing the Holy Table, and in calling holy a religion which
< hehas fo much vilified, I own that my efteem is greatly
<¢ diminifhed.” = (Let. 105, anno 1762). He might have
faid: as much of Voltaire’s communions, but he never dared.
He even fecks to give him a plea for his hypocrify, when he
fays, “ Perhaps I'am in the wrong, for certainly you are
¢ better acquainted than I am, with the reafons that deter
¢ mined you.” He does not mention his efteem being
~diminifhed ; on the contrary, Voltaire is always his dear
and illuffrious maffer ." Letter 31t May, 1768, l 0
-+ His Confeflion and Profeffions of the Savoyard Vicar.

With
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With {o fimilar a condu, each of thefe chief
had his diftin¢tive charaéteriftics. Voltaire hated
the God of the Chriftians.: ' Jean Jaques admired
but blafphemed him, and pride wrought in the

- latter, all that jealoufy and hatred produced in the

former ; and it will long be a doubt which has been

moft fatal to Chriftianity, the one by his atrocious

~ farcafms and impious fatire, the other by his fo-
~ phiftry under the cloak of reafon. >

After their feparation, Voltaire hated = Jean
Jaques, fcoffed at him, and would have him
chained as'a madman*. But he could "not hide
his joy, when the Profeffion of Faith of the Sa-

| voyard Vicar, written by this madman, was the
I book out of which youth were taught to read i
' Jean Jaques would at the fame time deteft the
chicfs .of the confpirators, expofe them and be
hated by them: he would preferve their principles,
court their friendfhip and efteem anew, and that
of the premier chief in particular L.

If to definé the Sophifter of Ferney was a dxf—
ficult tafk, is it not equally fo, to paint the citizen
of Geneva? Jean Jaques loved the fciences and is
crowned by thofe who reviled them ; he wroteagainft
the theatre and compofed operas; he fought friends

» Letter to Damilaville, 8th May 1761, and War of
 Geneya. 2
+ Letter to the Count D’ Arcrental z6th Sept. 1766.

.1 See his letters, and the foe_ of Seneca by Diderot.

and
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* 1 Scchis life by the Count Barruel de Beauvere.
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and is famous for his breaches of friendthip. He
extols the charms of virtue, and he bends the knee
before the proftitute de Varens., e declares
himfelf the moft virtuous of men and under the
modeft title of his Confeffions, he retraces in his
old age the diffolute fcenes of his youth. To
tender mothers he gives the moft pathetic advice
in nature; and fmothering in himfelf the cries of
that fame nature, he banifhes his children to that,
hofpital where, from the fhame of its birth, the
unfortunate babe is condemned to the perpetual
ignorance of its parents. The fear of feeing
them, makes him inexorable to the entreaties of
thofe who would have provided for their educa-
tion *. A prodigy of ineonfiftency even to his
laft moments; he wrote againft fuicide, and per-
haps it is treating him too favorably, not to affert
that he himfelf had prepared the poifon, which
caufed his death t.

However inconfiftent; error is inculcated by
the Sophifter of Geneva, with all the powers of
genius, and many have loft their faith by his

worksy who would have refifted all other attacks,
To be cradled in one’s paffions, gave empire to
Voltaire; but to refift Jean Jaques the acuteft
fophifms were to be feen through: youth was led
away by the former, whilt thofe who were ad-

* Sec his Confeﬁioné. j

vanced
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vanced in age fell a vi&tim to the latter, and a
prodigious number of adepts owed their fall to
thefe two writers.

Indignantly would the manes of Buffon fee Bufon.
~ his name clafléd, after that of Jean Jaques, among
the confpiring adepts. But difficult would it be
for the hiftorian, when fpeaking of thofe who have
adopted the fafhion fet by Voltaire, not to figh at
pronouncing the name of the French Pliny. He
certainly was rather the victim than the affociate
of the confpirators. But who can erafc Philofo-
phifim from his writings ? Nature had lent her genius -
and why would he not content himfelf with what
the had placed before him. No, he would afcend
higher, he would explain thofe myfteries referved
to revelation alone; and foaring above “his {phere,
he often fhows himfelf the difciple of Maillet and
Boulanger. To give the hiftory of nature, he
deftroys that of religion. He was the hero of
thofe men whom D’Alembert had fent to fplit
mountains and feek from the depths of the earth,
arguments to belie Mofes and the firft pages of
holy writ. 1In the praifes of the Sophifters he
confoles himfelf for the cenfures of the Sorbonnes;
but the punifhment attached to the fault idelf,
for he only belied his own reputation on his know-
ledge of the laws of nature.  They appeared to
be null when he treated of the earth formed by

the waters, or by fire, and of his endlefs epochs.
o , And
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And to falfify the feriptures, he makes nature as
inconfiftent as his own fyltems.  His ftyle elegant |
and noble has always been admired, but found
infufficient to fave his works from the fmile of
the real philofopher; and his glory, like his
comet, vanithed in his dreams of ircredulity.
Happy, if in retracting his errors, he had been able
to deftroy that fpirit of refearch in the adepts
who only ftudied nature through the medium of
Volaire *.

After thefe two men fo juftly diftinguithed by
the grandeur of their ftyle, the remaining adepts
chiefly owe their celebrity to their impiety; -never~
thelefs two might have done honor to fcience by
their learning. The firft, which is Freret, had
from his immenfe memory nearly learned Bayle’s
Dictionary by heart. But his letters to Thrafy-
bulus, the offepring of his Athe1fm, fhows that
his vaft memory was more than outweighed by
his want of judgment.

* D’Alembert and Voltaire ridiculed all thofe vain fyftems

‘of Bailly and Buffon on the antiquity of the world and of its
" inhabitants. . They would call thefe fyftems, Non efe, Follies,

an Excuf for the want of Genius, Shallow Ideas, Vain andsridi-
culous Quactery (Letter, to Voltaire, 6th March 1777) but

: D’Alembert took care to keep his opinions fecret on this -

fub}e& By dﬂcredmng thefe fyftems he feared left he fhould -

ol dxibonrage thofe adepts whom he had fent to forge new ones
= hnidhe Appemnes, in order to' gwe the hc to Mofes and the

facred W“t' QIR BT S S aF iy

The
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* The fecond was Boulanger, whofe brain over- Boulan-
burdcncd with Latin, Grcek Hebrew, Syriac and ger 3
Arabic, had alfo adopted all the extravagancies

of Atheifm; but retracted in the latter part of his

“life, execrating the fet that had mifled him. We

*  thall foon {ee that all thofe pofthumous works at-

. tributed to thefe writers, were meves written by

them.

Fain would the Marquis D*Argens have figured pporquis
among the learned Sopbifters ; but his Chinefe - and D Argens
Cabaliftic Lesters, and his Philofophy of Gaod Senfe,

* only prove, that to Bayle’s Dictionary he was in-
debted for his pretended reputation. He was a
~ long while a friend of Frederick’s, and his impiety
entitled him to that friendfhip. It is from his
brother, the Prefident D’Eguille, that we have
learned, that after feveral difcuffions on religion,
with perfons better verfed in that f{cience than

i Frederick, he fubmitted to the light of the Gofpel,

¢ and ardently withed to do fatisfaction for his paft
i incredulity.
~ Asto La Metrie the do&or, if he appearcd 0 T3 Me-
. rave, it was only from the fincerity of his heart. tric.
His ,ﬁézn—macbine, or his man-plant, only caufed the
{eét to blufh from the dpcn manner in which he
had faid, what many of them wilthed to infinuate.
x Down to the firft days of the revolumon, the Marmon.
~ Sophifters confpiring againft their God, thoughe ‘¢l

; rbey could glory in the talents and co-operation'of

: ‘ Marmontel,
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Marmontel.  But let us not add to the forrows of
the man, who needed only the firft days of the re-
volution, to fhrink with horror from thofe con-
fpiracies which had given it birth. Of all the So-
phifters, who have outlived Voltaire, Mr. de Mar-
montel is the one who moft withed to hide his former
intimacy with the Antichriftian chiefs. But alas,
it is to thofe connetions that he owes his celebrity
far more than to his Jucas, his Befiferius or to his
Tales, intermingled with Philofophifm. 'We could
with to hide it, but Voltaire’s own letters conyict
the repenting adept of having acted, and that
dxlring a long time, a very different part among
the confpirators, Volraire was {o well convinced
of Mr. de Marmontel’s zeal, that thinking him{elf
on the point of death, he bequeathed La Harpe to
him. This laft will is worded thus, ¢ I recom-
« mend La Harpe to you, when I am no more ;
< pe will b one of the pillars of our church. You
¢ muft have him received of the academy. After
« having gained {o many prizes, it is but juft that

"« he fhould beftow them in his turn *.”

LaHarpe,

With a tafte for literature, and fome talents,
which in fpite of his critics, diftinguith him: gbove
the common rank of the writers of the day, Mr."
de Ia Harpe might have rendered his works ufeful
had he not, from his youth, been the fpoilt child.

* Voltaire to Marmontel, z1ft Aug. 1767,

of
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of Voltaire. At that age, it is ééfy to believe
one’s felf a philofopher, when one difbelievesone’s
catechifm, and the young La Harpe blindly fol-
Jowed the inftructions of his mafter. If he never
‘was the pillar, he might be corretly ftyled the
grumpeter of the new church, by means of the
Mercure, a famous French journal, which by its
encomiums, or its weekly criticifins, nearly decided
the fate of all literary productions *
The encomiums which Voltaire lavifhed on that
journal, after La Harpe had undertaken the direc-
~ tion of it, thow how little governments are aware
of the influence of fuch journals over the public
opinion. Above ten thoufand people fubferibed,
and many more perufed ‘the Mercure; and in-
fluenced by its fuggeftions, they by degrees be-
came as philofophic, or rather impious, as the
hebdomadary Sophifter himfelf. The confpirators
faw what advantvge could be reaped from this li- -

* We learn, by the public newfpapers, that Mr. de la
Harpe was converted, when in prifon, by the Bifhop of St.
Brieux. I fhould be little furprifed at it. The examplesof
this prglate, with the fruits of Philofophifm in this revolution,
muft ﬁrongly imprefs the man who, with a found judgment,
can compare them with the leffons and promifes of his former
mafters. If the news of this converfion be true, I fhall have
fhown him confecrating his talents to error, and nobody will
applaud him more than myflf, in fecing him dirett them in
future towards truth alone, i

t,erary
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terary dominion.  La Harpe ruled the fceptre
during many years, then Marmontel jointly with :
Champfort, as Remi who was little better, had
held it before them. I one day afked the latter,
hdw it was poffible, that he had “inferted in his
journal, one of the wickedeft and falfelt accounts
poffible, of a work purely literary, and of which I
had heard him {peak in the higheft terms. He
anfwered me, that the article alluded to had been s
written by a friend of D’Alembert’s, and that he
owed his journal, his fortune even to D’Alembert’s
protection. The injured author withed to publifh
bis defence in the fame joumal, but it was all in
vain. — Let the reader judge from thence how
powerfully the periodical papcrs contributed to
the defigns of the confpirators, and it was by them
that the public mind was chiefly directed to their
defired object. ‘

This fect difpofed of reputatlons by their praifes
or their critics, as it beft fuited them. ' By thefe
journals they reaped the two-fold advantage of

- pointing out to thofe writers, "who- hungered after

0101y or bread ¥, what fubjets they were to in-

vef’cwate 5

* The Sophifters were fo well acquainted with the powers
of 2 journal, chat they muftered up their higheft protetions
agam& the religious authors who would difpute one’ thh
them. When Voltaire was informed that Mr. Clement was

- to fucceed to Mr..Freron, whofc pen had long been confe-

crated
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veftigate, and of calling by means of their litera-
_ry trump, the attention of the public only on thofe
works, which the fect withed to circulate, or had

- nothing to fear from. ;

By fuch artifices, the La Harpes of the day for-
- warded the confpiracy as much if not more, than
[ the ‘moft active of the Sophifters, or their moft
.~ impious writers. ‘The fophiftical author would
' mingle or condenfe his poifon in his productions,
whilft the journalift'adept would proclaim it, and
¢ infufe it throughout the capital, or into all parts of
the embire. - The man, who would have remained
_ignorant of the very exiftence of an impious or 2
feditious work, the man; who would have neither
5"'; fpent his time nor his money, on fuch productions,
~ imbibed the whole of their poifon from the per-
fidious: extracts made by the fdphi&ical jour-
nalift,

Above all the adepts, ‘far more than Voltaire Condor
himfelf, dida fiend called Condorcet, hate the fon &
of his God. - At the very name of the Deity, the
monfter raged, and it appeared as if he wifhed to
revenge on heaven, the heart it had given him. |
Cruel and ungrateful, the cool affaffin of friend-
thipand of his benefators, he would willingly have

ated to the vindication,of truth; hedid not blufheat fendmg
*Alembert to. the chancellor in hopes of hindering Mr.
ment from contmmng K reron 5 Joumal (Let, 12th Feb.

m. I : _. U- i dgg&cd
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dire@ed the dagoer againft his God, as he did
againft La Rochefoucault.  Atheifm was but folly
in La Mctne, madnes in Diderot, but in Con-
dorcet, it was the phlenzy of hatred and the off-
fprmc of pride. It was impoffible to convince
Condorcet, that any thing but a fool could believe
in God. Voluaire, who ‘had feen him when a
youth, little forefaw what fervices he was to ren-

- der to the confpiracy, even when he wrote, < My:

<« great confolation in dying is, that you fupport
¢ the honor of our poor Velches, in which you
< will be well feconded by Condorcet * !

It could not have been on the talents of
this ‘man, that the premier refted his hopes.
Condorcet had learned as much geometry as
D’Alembert could teach him ; but as to the Belles
Lettres, he was not even of the fecond clafs.  His :
ftyle was that of a man who did not know his
own language, and his writings, like his fophifms,
required much ftudy to be underftood. But hatred
did for him what nature has done for others. Per-
petually plodding at his blafphemies, he at laft
fucceeded in expreffing them more clearly ; for the
amazing difference which is obfervable between

* his former and his latter works, can only be ex-

- plamed after that manner, It is more remarkable in
“hxs po{tlmmous work on the human mind, where

S * Let.to D’Alembert, No. 101, anno 1773

“" his

~
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* his pen can hardly be traced, excepting in a few
| paflages, though his genius haunts every page.
. There he is to be feen, as durihg his life time, 1in
* his ftudies, in his writings or converfation, direct-
. ing every thing towards Atheifm, feeking no other
© objc& in this work, than to infpire his readers
~ with his own frantic hatred againft his God.
2 LomI fince had he waited for the downfal of the
i altar, as the only fight his heart could enjoy.  He
i beheld it, but was foon to fall himfelf. His end
~ was that of the implous man, a vagabond and wan-
o derer, finking under pain mifery and the dread of
~ Robefpierre, without acknowledging the hand of

- God, that ftruck him by that of the ferocious

| GiCator. . Al if he dicd as he lived, will not:

. the firft inftants of his conviction and repentance
. be thofe, when he fhall hear that God, whom he
i ‘blafphemed and denied, confefled by the mouths
! ofthofe awful victims of eternal vengeance ! |

 During his lifetime, .fo great was his hatred,
| that adopting error, in order to rid men of that
fear of an immortal God in heaven, he did not
I hefitate in hoping that his philofophifin would
- one day render men immortal upon earth.. To
belie Mofes and the prophets, he became himfelf
. the prophet of madnefs. Mofes had fhown the
days of man decreafing unto the age at which God
had fixed them, and the royal prophet had de-

201
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feventy, and at the moft to eighty years, after

which all was trouble and pain.. And to the
oracles of the Holy Ghoft, Condorcet would op-
pofe his ! When he calculates his philofophic re-
volution, which begins by dragging fo- many to
their graves, he adds to the creed of his impiety,
that of his extravagancies; and'without hefitation
he pronounces that, < we are to believe that the life
< of man muft perpetually encreafe, if phyfical revolu-
¢ tions do not obftruct it. That we are ignorantof
< the extreme term, which it is never to exceed.
<« We do not even know, whether nature inits gene-
< ral laws has fixed that extreme term!” Thus in
his pretended Philofophic Sketch of the Progrefs of
the bumen Mind *, after having built his entire
hiftory on the hatred of Chrift, and left no hopes
to man but in Atheifm, we fee this Sophifter of
falfehood, fetting up for a prophet, and forefecing
all the fruits of his triumphant philofophy. It is
in the very moment of the overthrow of the altar,
that he tells us, that henceforth the days of man
fhall be lengthened, and that in lieu of an eternal

. God in heaven, man may become immortal on

earth, as if at the very moment of its triumph,
Philofophifm, and the pride of the whole fet, were

~ to be humbled through the extravagancies of the
~moft i 1mpxous and deareft of its adepts A life

8 EPOdl loth, page. 382
i i wholly
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I wholly fpent in blafpnemy, could never havc but
o frenzy for its end. :
- This name of Condorcet will appear again in

chefe memoirs, and we fhall fee him hating kings

- nearly as much as he did his God. Helvetius, and
* many others before him, had fallen a victin to this

- double hatred, thotigh their hearts feemed capable

: ,of neither, :

~ The unfortunate Helvetius, the child of a Hilve.
v1rtuous father, followed his fteps till beyond fius.
I his early youth. An exemplary piety had been '
- the fruits of 4 good education, when he became

| acquainted with Voltaire. He at firft fought him

‘as a malfter, and his love for poetry had infpired

[ him with admiration forhim. Such was the origin

- of their intimacy, and never was connection more .

. perfidious. In lieu of poetry, impiety. conftiruted

I his le@ures, and in the fpace of one year, Vol-

I taire transforms his pupil into a more impious. and
determined Actheift than ‘he was himfelf, He]ve-

:.&’  tius 'was rich, and is at once actor and proteétor.
5':-.Layxng afide the Gofpel, like the generality of the
| 'S()phi&er‘s, who while they pretend to fuperior
underftanding, in crediting the myfteries of
Revelation not only believe in all the abfur-
dities of Atheifm, but are the fport of their own
puerile credulity in all that can be turned againft
religion. . Helvetius’s work on the Spirit, and
Whlch Voltaire calls Matter, is filled with ridicu- -
e - - culous




. attributes it to Helvetius. *

THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

"clﬂous ftories, and fables which he gives for trmhs,

and which are all beneath criticifm. This'is ne-
verthelefs the work of a man who pretends to re-

form the univerfe, but who equally difgufls lus -

teaders by the licentioufnefs and obfcenity of

his morals, and by the abfurdlty of his-mate-

rialifm. .
Helvetius alfo wrote on Happirgfs, but appears
himfelf to have been a perfect ftranger to it. - In

‘fpite of all his philofophy, he was {o tender to the
" beft-founded cenfure, that he loft his reft, went a

travelling, and only returned to brood over the

hatred he had vowed to kingsand the'church. Na-

turally of 2 good and gentle difpofidon, his work
‘on Man and bis Education, proves how much Phi-

lofophifm had altered that difpofition. There he

- gives full fcope_ to the groffeft calumny and abufe,
~and denies daily facts, the moft publicly attefted *.

I have

X

* I would willinglyhave acquitted Hely etius of this polt-
humous work, by faying, that itmighc have beenan offspring
of that fame committec, which had fathered fo many other
impious works on the dead. But then Voltaire could not

where its archbifhop, and its paftors' were remarkable for

\

thelr.

This man writes, in a city

~ haye mentioned that work to his brethen at Paris, as one that
- they muft be acquainted with.  In three fucceffive letters, he

He cenfures him on hiftory, aswe

* haye done, and D’Alembert, ‘who could not be ignorant of |
its authur, does not undecewe him.  The fhame then of this
~work, muft ateach to Helvetins.
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. I have already fpoken of Raynarp ; itis not

' worth our-while to call DgstisLe from the obli-

| vion which both he and his work on the Philofophy
" of Nature, have fo long been buried in. Still lefs -

~that RosrneT and his book of Narure, which

is only remembered on account of his ftrange ex-

- planations of the intelle& by oval fibres ; of me-

_mory by uw‘duhzted or fpiral fibres 5 of will by

 fretted fibres ; pleafure and pain by lundles of fen-

Jibility, and learning by bumps in the underftanding,
and a thoufand fuch like vagaries, ftill more fidi= *

. culous 1f poflible *. :

I thall mention TOUSSAINT, as this man fhows

. to what a height Atheifm raged among the confpi-

.~ rators, He had undertaken the part of the corrup-

. tion of morals. Under the mafk of moderation,

i he fucceeds by telling youth, that nothing was to

be feared fram love, this paffion only perfeiting them,

That between man and woman #bet was a fuffi-

. their care and charity to the poor, that the clergy were. {o

- hard-hearted that the poor were never feen to beg an alms of

- them; and it was in that fame city where the refors were

perpetually feen furrounded by, and alleviating the diftrefles

of thofe fame poar. (See his work on Man, &c.) Sucltwere

the calumnies lﬁs hatred invented, though contradifted by

‘daily fagts. , He might have faid, with more truth, that many

. applied for alms, to ecclefiaftics and rehgxous houfes, when

' they dared not afk them elfewhere. -

| * Of Nature, vol. the tft, book: 4th chap. 2, &c &c.

-t On Morals, part 2 and 3. : ; >

U 4 i cxent
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" cient claim on cach;othcr"without matrimony *
That children are not mare. bebolden to their Jfatbers
for t/mr birth, t/mn Jor the champagne they bad drunk,
or. the minet they bad been pleafed 1o dance +. -
That vengeance being incompatible with God,
the wicked had nothing to fear from the pu-
nifhments of another worldf. Noswithftanding
all this doctrine, the confpirators lookzd upon him
as a timid adept, becaufe he owned a God in
heaven, and a foul in man; and to punith him
they ftyled him the Capuchin Philopher. . Happily
for him he took a better way of punifhing them,
by abandoning their caule and recanting from
his errors |.

In vain fhould I name a croud of other writers
of the fect. Voltaire had fo perfeétly, brought
thefe Antichriltian produétions into fathion, that
this fpecies of literature was the refource and live-
lihood of thofe miferable fcribblers, who fed upon
their traffic in blafphemy. - Holland in parucular,
that miry bog, where the demon of avarice, en=
throned under the aufpxccs of a few bookfellers,
for a doit would have made over eyery foul, every
religion to impiety, was the grand afylum of thefe

_ ftarving infidels. Marc Michel appears to have
becn the bookfcller, who bought their blafphemlcs

_*‘Qp Mora]s, part 2 and 3. 'l“ Ibid, part 3, article 4.
1 Ibid. - part z, fec. 2 B

- JJ See his Exppi_’mlamns on the Book o Mo:;ué,

at
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, at the higheft price. He kept in his pay one Lau-

rent, a.monk, who had taken refuge at Amfter-
- dam, and is the author of the portable diviniy,

‘and fo many other impious works recommended.

by Voltaire, in thort, of the Compere Mathicn.
This monk had other co-operators, whom Marc
Michel paid by the theet. It is Voltaire himfelf
who gives us this account, and thefe are the works
he perpetually recommends the circulation of, as
thofe ofa philofophy which diffufed a new light to
the univerfe *,

We fhall foon fee the prefies of the fecret con-
. fraternity vying with thofe of Holland, in the de-
i luging of Europe, with thefe vile productions.

Their immenfe number brought them into fuch

repute, that many years before the revolution,

';_  there was not a petty poet, not a novel writer, but

| muft needs pay his tribute to the Philofophifm of
. impiety ; on‘e‘wou]d have thought that the whole

- art of writing and of getting readers, confifted in

equally confpired againft the God of Chrifti-
L amty

* Let. to the Count D’Argental, 26th Sept. 1761. To
D’Alembert, 13th Jan. 1768, To Mr. Defbordes, 4th Apr.
1768, ]
The

. epigrams and farcafims againft religion; that all
Iciences, even the moft foreign to religion, had

297
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The hiftory of mankind was transformed into
the art of diftorting falts, and of directing them
againtt Chriftianity and Revelation; Phyfics or
the hiftory of Nature, into anti-Mofaic fyftems.
Medicine had its atheifin, and Petit taught it at

the fchools of furgery.  La Lande and Dupui im- \

bibed their lectures on aftronomy with it, while
others introduced it even into grammar; and
Condorcet, proclaiming this progrefs of Philofo-
phifm, exults in feeing it defcend from the northern -
theones into the univerfities*. The young men walk-

ing in the footfteps of their mafters, carried to the

bar all thofe principles, which our romancing

- lawyers were to difplay in the Conftituent Affem-

bly. On leaving the college, the attorneys
clerks, or thofe of a counting-houfe, only feemed
to have learned their letters in order to articulate:
the blafphemies of Voltaire or Jean Jaques.
Such was the rifing generation, who fince the
expulfion of their former mafters, were to be found
prepared for the grand revolution. Hence  arofe
the Mirabeaux and Briffots, the Caras and Garats,
the Merciers and Cheniers, Hence in a word, all

that clafs of French literators, who appear to have

~ been univerfally carried away by the torrent of
_ the French Revolution.

* See his artful edition of Pafcal, Advertifement, page 5.
e : An
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CEIAR: XV,

Conduiz of the Clergy towgrds the Antich ftion
Confpirators.

“ ;§ JHILST apoftacy bore fway in the palaces
of the great; in the Schools of fcience, :
- and thatall the higher claffes of citizens were led
away {rom the worthip of their religion, fome by
example, others by the artful {ophifins of the con-
ipirators, the duties of the clergy could not be
doubtful.. It was they who were to oppofe a bank
 to the fetid torrent of impiety, and fave the mul-
titude from being fwept away by its waters. Far
~ more than its honor or its intereft, its Very name
called on the clergy by the moft facred tics of duty
and of confcience, to guard the altar againft the
attacks of the confpirators: The leaft backward-
nefs in the  combat would have added treafon to '
apoftacy.. Let the hifforian who dared {peak the -
truth on kings, be true on the merits of his own
» body, and whether it redounds to the honor “or. -
. difgrace of his brethren, let him {peak the truth.
o Hence .the future clergy willlearn the line of con-
i e du& they are. to follow, from what has been done..

s o ‘ : : The
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The confplracy againft Chrit § is not extm& itmay
be hidden; but thould it burft forth anew, muft
not the paftor know how far his conduct may in-
fluence or retard its progrefs ?

If under the name of Clergy, were compre-
- hended 3all thofe who in France wore the half-
livery of the church, all that clafs of men who
in Paris, and fome of the great towns, ftyled
themfelves Abbés, hiftory might reproach the
clergy with traitors and apoi’cates, from the firft
dawn of the confpiracy. We find the Abbé de Sophifters
- Prades the firft apoftate, and happily firft to re- :’::&e"of
« pent. The Abbé Morellet, whofe difgrace is re- Abbes.
. corded in the repeated praifes of Voltaire and
- D’Alembert *.. The Abbé Condilhac, who was to
fophifticate the morals of his royal pupil; and
; particularly that  Abbé Raynald, whofe name
~ alone is tantamount to twenty ‘demoniacs of the
¢ fect
{ Paris {warmed with thofe Abbés; we ftill fay,
' the Abbé Barthelemi, the' Abbé Beaudeau, again-
the Abbé Noel, the Abbé Syeyes. But the
: pcbple on the whole, did not confound them with
. the clergy. They knew them®to be the off-
| fpring of avarice, feeking the livings but laying
 the duties of the churchafide, or through cecono-

- Letter to D’Alembert, No, 65, anno 1760. To This
~ riot, 26th Jan: 1762, 5
my
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my adopting the drefs while they difhonored it
by their: profligacy and irreligicus writings. The
-numbers of thefe> amphibious animals, and parti-
cularly in the metropolis, may be one of the fe-
verelt reproaches againft the clergy. However
great the diftinftions made between thefe and the
latter may have been, the repeated {candals of'the
 former, powerfully helped the confpiracy, by their:
laying themfelves open to fatire, which retorted
upon the whole body, and affefed the real mini-
fters of the altar. Many of thefe Abbés who did
not believe in God, had obtained livings through
meansof the Sophifters, who by foliciting dignities -
for their adepts, fought to introduce their prin-
ciples, and dithonor the clergy by their immora-
lity. It was the plague they fpread in the ene-
mys camp, and not daring to face them in
| the field, they fought to po1fon their fplmos
Condu&t . Ifunder the title of Clergy we only comprehend
:‘fu:h dlex. thofe who reallyferved at thealtar, the confpiratofs
gf>and never prevailed againft them. I have fearched
atma
beoble&- their records, I have . examined whether among
eg;}gamﬁ the bifhops and {functionary clergy, any of thefe
‘ adepts were to‘be found; who could be claffed
with the confpiring Sophx(ters Antecedent to
“the Perigords, D’Autuns, or the apoftacy of the
'f‘Gdbets, Greomrcs, and othcr conﬁltutlonauﬁs,
. only meet with .the name of Briennes, and .one
i }udas featqd,gn the Collcge of the ‘Apoftles during

Samioba R the
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the fpace of thirty years fhould fuffice*. That
Meflicr, retor of Etrépigny in Champagne might
be added, were it certain that his impious Za/f 7l
- and Teffoment, was nota forgery of the Sophifters,
~ attributed to him afier his death.

~ In the times when the revolution drew near
Philofophifm attached itfelf to the convents of
- men and foon produced Dom Gerles and his con-

% It is true that Voltaire in his correfpondence, fome-
times flatters himfelf with the proteion of the Cardinal de

]?ernis, who was then but the youthful favorite of the Mar-

quife de Pompadour; or the flender poct of the Graces. The
miftakes of a young man are not fufficient to prove his con-
cert with confpirators, whom he never after fupported un-
_ lefs in the expulfion of the Jefnits. But could not what

D’Alembert {aid of the parliaments apply to him, . ©© For- "

¢ give them, Lord, for they know not what they do, nor
“ whofe commands they obey.”” D’Alembert writes in a
- quite other ftyle, when he fpeaks of Briennes; he fhews him
- alting the moft refolute part of a traitor, in fupport of the

confpiracy, and fimply hiding his game from the clergy.
(See particularly letter of the 4th and 21 Dec. 1770).

I found fome few letters 3.1(0 menuon;ng the Prince LCWISi

de Rehan, feconding their 1ntr1gues on the reception of
Marmontel at the academy, condefcending, as D’Alembert
{ays, from Coadjutor of a Cathulic Church, to become tbe Co-

adjutor of Philsfophy. (Let. 8th Dec. 1763). If fuch an
error in._ a pnnce, naturally noble and generous, proves that
- he was miftaken in thinkiog that he barely prote€ied Litera-
ture, in the perfon of an adept, it docs not for that prove
 him to have been initiated into the fecrets of thofe who abufed
- his protetion, and ended by fporting with his perfon. -~ -

federates,
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« federates, but fhig belonged to a different clafs

of confpirators, who are to be the future object |
of our Memoirs. . At all times the body of the
clergy preferved the purity of ifs faith, a diftinc-
tion might have been made between the zealous
edifying ecclefiattics, and the lax not to, fay fean-
dalous ones; but that of believing and unbelieving

~ could never fland.  Never could the confpirators

exult +in this larer diftinGtion. Would they not
have availed themfelves of their decreafing faith,
as they did of the incredulity of the minifters of
Geneva *.. ‘On. the contrary, nothing but the.
moft {currilous abufe is uttered againft the clergy
for their zeal in fupport of Chriftianity, and the
fatire of the Sophifters redounds to their immortal
honor. ;

The purity of faith alone was not fufficient in

_the clergy; examples far more powér(ul than.

leffons, were neceffary to oppofe the torrent of im-.
piety. It is true that in the greater part of their
paftors the people beheld it in an eminent degree,
but the majority will not fuffice. Thofe who are
acquainted with the powers of impreffion, know

. but too well, that one bad ecclefiaftic does more.

harm than a hundred of the moft virtuous can do
good All fhould have. been zealous but many
lag;..; There were among thofe who ferved:

he SeeﬁleEncyclopedla, article GENEVA 5 and lettes of

; Voltaxre 0 Mr Vemes.

the -
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0 the altars men unworthy of the fanftuary, Thefe
. were ambitious men, who owing good example
to their diocefles preferred the intrigues and pomp
. of the capital. It is true that fuch a conduét
.could not have conftituted vice in the worldling;
but what may be light in the world, is often mon-
ftrous in the church. The Sophifters in parti-
cular with their morals, were not authorifed to
reprobate thofe of the delinquent clergy. Where
is the wonder that fome few unworthy members
fhould have intruded on-the fanctuary, when the
enemies of the church had poffefied themfelves
of its avenues, in order to bar the preferment of
. thefe, whofe virtues or learning they dreaded; how
| couldit be otherwife, when the bifhops wifhing
~ to repel ‘an unworthy member, Choifeul anfwered,
o« Such are the men we want and will have :” or -
. when the irreligious nobleman only beheld in the
~ tiches of the church, the inheritance of a fon
not lefs vicious than his father.
The clergy might certainly have thus replied
~ to their enemies.  And true it is, that if any thing
could aftonith hiftory, it is not, that with all
thefe intrigues and ambition, fome few bad paf-
tors had been intruded on the church, but rather
. that fo many good ones, worthy of their titles, ;
yet remained. But the crimes of the firft infhi-
gators, does not excufe the fcandals of thofe
paftors who gave it. Let the future clergy find
S Vo L X this
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this avowal recorded, let thofe men be acquainted
with whatever influenced the progrefs of the An-
tichriftian Revolution, whole duty eflentially mili-
tates againft that progrefs, and renders the leaft
pretext given, criminal in them,

But hiftory muft alfo declare, that if the re-
miffnefs of fome few may have been a pretence |
for the confpirators, that the majority made a
noble ftand againft them, and though fome few
fpots could be found, the body was neverthelefs
fplendent with the light of its virtues, which
thone forth with redoubled luftre, when impiety at
length, ftrong in its progrefs, threw off the mafk.
Then rifing above its powers the clergy are not

to be intimidated by death, or the rigors of a

long exile, and the Sophifter unwillingly blufhed
at the calumnies he had fpread, when he repre-
fented thofe men as more attached to the riches
than to the faith of the church.  Their riches
remained in the hands of the banditti, while that
faith crowns the archbifhops, bifhops and eccle-
fiaftics butchered at the Carmes, or confoles thofe
who have found a refuge in foreign countries,
from the armies and bloody decrees of the Jaco-
bins. Every where poor, and living on the bene~
ficence of thofe countries, but powerfully rich in
the purity of their faith and teftimony of their
confciences,

But
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But the clergy had not waited thefe awful
days to oppofe the principles of the confpirators,
From the firft days of the conipiracy we can
trace their oppofition; fearce had impiety raifed
its voice when the clergy fought to confound it:
the Encyclopedia was not half printed when it
' was profcribed in their affemblies; nor has a fingle
one been held for thefe fifty years paft, which has
not warned the throne and the magiftracy of the
progrefs of Philofophifm *.

At the head of the prelates who oppofed it,

we find Mr. de Beaumont archbifhop of Paris,
whofe name hiftory could not pafs over without
injuﬁ:ice; génerous as an Ambrofe, he was fired
with his zeal and fteadinefs againft the enemies of
the faith. The Janfenifts obtained his exile, and
the Antichriftians would willingly have fent him
to the fcaffold; but there would he have braved
their poignards, as he did the Janfenifts; when
returning from his exile, he might be faid to have
acquired new vigor te oppole them both.

Many other bifhops following his example, to
the moft unblemithed morals, added their paftoral
inftruGtions. Mr. de Pompignan then Bifhop of

. Puy refuted the errors of Voltaire and Jean

. Jaques; the Cardinal de Luynes watned his flock

againft the Syfem of Nature; the Bithops of Bou-

* See the adts of the clergy fince the year 1750

X 2 G lbgne,
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logne, Amiens, Auch and many others, more
powerfully edified their diocefes by their example
even than by their writings, nor did there pafs
a fingle year, but what fome bifhop combated
the increafing progrefs of the impious confpirators.

If the fophiftry of the feét continued its ravages,
it was not the fault of the bifhops or the religious
writers. The Sorbonne expofed it in their cen-
fures.. The Abbé Bergier victorioufly purfues
Deifm in its very laft retrenchments, and makes
it bluth at its own contradictions. To the fophi-
fticated learning of the confpirators, he oppofed 2
more loyal application and 2 truer knowledge of
antiquity and of the weapons it furnithed to reli-

. gion*, . The Abb¢ Guénée with all that urbanity

and attic falt which he was mafter of, obliges
Voltaire to humble himfelf at the fight of his
own ignorance and falfe criticifm of facred writ t.
The Abbé Gerard had found a method of fanc-
tifying novels themfelves. Under the moft en-
gaging forms, he reclaims youth from vice and
its tortuous ways, and reftores hiftory to its pri-
mitive. truth. The Abbé Pey had fearched all

- the monuments of the church to reinftate it in
aits real rights, and under the fimple form of a
;Cag,echifm, we {ee the Abbé Feller, or Flexier

% HLS Dexfm refuted and his Anfwer to Freret.
+ Lctters of fome Portuguefe Jews,

S Dureval,
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. Dureval, uniting every thing that reafon, truth
or fcience can oppofe againft the Sophifters.

Prior to all thefe champions of the faith, the
Abbé Duguet had vitorioufly vindicated - the
- principles of Chriftianity, and the Abbé Houte-
ville had demonftrated the truth of it from hif~

~ tory. From the firft dawn of the confpiracy,

the Pere Berthier and affociates had, in the Jour-
nal de Trevoux, particularly expofed the errors
_ of the Encyclopedifts. In fine if the Celfi and
Porp hirii were numerous, religion had not loft

~its Juftins or its Origens. In thefe latter times

as in the primitive days of Chriftianity, he who
'ﬁnccrely fouglt after truth muft have found it
~ in the viGtorious arguments of the religious au-
thors, oppofed to the fophifms of the confpirators.
And it may be fid that many points of religion
had been placed in a clearer light, than they had
been before, by thefe modern apologifts.

The Chriftian arators feconded their bifhops

and perpetually called the attention of the people

to their danger. The refutation of Philofophiim :

was become the objet of their public difcourfes.

The Pere Neuville, and after him Mr, de Senez,

in fine, the Pere Beauregard in particular, feem
to have been fired by that holy zeal. That
fudden’ infpiration with which he appeared to be

- feized in the Cathedral Church of Paris, is net
[ yet forgotten; when thirteen years before the
| X3 revo-

399
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revolution, expounding the different maxims and
expofing the plans of modern Philofophi{m, he
makes the vavlts of the temple refound with words
too fhamefully verified by the revolition, and
exclaims in a prophetic ftrain:

¢ Yes 1t is ar the king—at the king and at
religion the philofophers aim their blows.
¢ They have grafped the hatchet and the ham-
¢ mer, they only wait the favorable moment to
€ overturn. the altar and the throne.—Yes, my
“ God, thy temples will be plundered and de-
« ftroyed; thy feftivals abolithed; thy facred name
#¢ blafphenred; thy worthip profcribed —Bur what
¢ founds, Great God, do I hear, what do I
< behold ! to the facred canticles which caufcd
< the vaults-of this temple to refound to thy
¢ praifes, fucceed wanton and prophane fongs !
¢ And thou infamous Deity of Paganifm, Impure
¢ Venus, thou durft advance hither even, and
audacioufly in the place of the living God, feat
thyfelf on the throne of the Holy of Holics, and

there receive the guilty incenfe of thy new
s¢ ‘adorers.”

-

<

£
o«

(43

This difcourle was heard by a numerous audi-
ence, carried by their own piety or attracted by
the eloquence of the orator; by adepts them-
felves, who attended in hopes of carping at his
expreflions; by doors of the laws whom we
were ‘acquainted with, and who often repeated

them
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them to us, long before we had feen them printed

in various publications. ‘The adepts cried out,
fedition and fanaticifm. The doctors of the law
_only retrated the feverity of their cenfures after
they had feen the predition completely accom-
plifhed.

Such ftrong cautions from the clergy, and the
means they oppofed, retarded the progrefs of the
Sophifters, but could not triumph over the confpi-
racy. It was too deep, the black arts of feduction
had been too well planned in the hidden dens of
the confpirators. I have ftill to unfold fome of their
~ dark myfteries, and when light thall have thone
upon them, with furprife (hall the reader afk,
not how it was poflible, with fo much zeal on the
part of the clergy, that the altar was overthrown,
but on the contrary, how the fall of the temple
had been fo long delaYed ?

X4 CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIL

* New and deeper Means of the Confpiratars, 1o feduce

Origin of
the (Eco-
nomilts,

even the loweft Claffes of the People.

HEN Voltaire had fworn to annihilate
Chriftianity, he little flattered himfelf

with drawing the generality of nations into his
apoftacy. His pride is often fatisfied with the
progrefs Philofophifm had mude among thofe who
governed, or were made to govern, and among et
of letters * ; for a long time he does not appear to
envy Chriftianity, the inferior claffes of fociety,
which he does not comprehend under the appel-
lation of the Zetter fort. The fals, we are about
to lay before the reader, will fhow to what new
extent, the confpirators fought to carry their im-
pious zeal, and by what artifices Chrift was to be :
deprived of all worfhip, even from the loweft po-

- pulace.

A dottor, known in Prance by the name of ‘
Dugquefnai, had fo well infinuated himfelf into the

favor of Lewis XV. that the king ufed to call him -

his thinker. He really appeared to have deeply

* Let. to D*Alembert, 13th Dec. 1763, 3
- ; e medi=
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meditated on the happinefs of the fubje&, and he
may have fincerely withed it ; neverthelefs he was
- but a fyftem-maker, and the foundér of that fe&
~ of Sophifters called (Economifts, becaufe the ce-
conomy and order to be introduced into the
. finances, and other means of alleviating the
diftrefies of the people, were perpetually in their
mouths, If fome few of thefe (Economifts, {ought
nothing further in their fpeculations, it is at leaft
_ certain, that their writers, litde hid their hatred
for the Chriflian religion. Their works abound
in paffages which fhow their with of fubftituting
natural religion, at leaft to the Chriftian religion
and revelation *. Their affectation of folely fpeak-
Jing of agriculture, adminiftration and ceconomy,
render them lefs liable to fufpicion, than thofe
confpirators perpetually forwarding their im-
piety. -

31

Dugquefnai and his adepts, had more cfpecially Their -
undertaken to perfuade their rcadcxs, that the Pl‘”‘m‘
-country people, and mechanics in towns, were en- {chooh,

tirely deftitute of that inftruction neceflary for
their profeffions.  That men of this clafs, unable
~ to acquire knowledge by reading, pined away in
an ignorance cqually fatal to themfelves and to
the ffate, That it was neceffary to eftablifh free

e See the analyfis of ‘thofe works, by Mr. Le Gros, Pre-
voﬂ of St. Loms du Louvre.

{chools,
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{chools, and particularly throughout the country,

-where children could be brought up to different

trades, and inftructed in the principles of agricul-
ture, D'Alembert, and the Voltarian adepts,
foon perceived what advantages they could reap
from thefe eftablihments. In union with the -
Qiconomifts, they prefented varions memorials
to Lewis XV, in which, not only the temporal'but
even the {piritual advantages of fuch eftablifhments,
for the people are ftrongly urged. The king,
who really loved the people, embraced the proje&
with warmth, He opened his mind, on the fub-
jec, to Mr, Bertin, whom he honored with his
confidence, and had entrufted with his privy
purfe. It was from frequent converfations with
this, minifter, that the memorial from which we
extract the following account was drawn up. It
is Mr. Bertin himfelf that 1peaks.
 Lewis'XV., faid that minifter, haying en-
trufted me with the care of his privy purle, it
was natural that he thould mention to me an
eftablithment, of which his Majefty was to de-
fray the expence. I had long fince clofely ob-
ferved the different fe@s of our philofophers;
 and though I had much o reproach myfelf as
f to the praétice, I had at leat preferved the
¢ principles of my religion. ' T had little doubt of
© the efforts of the Philofophers to deftroy it. I
was fenfible that they wifhed to have the di-
s¢_rection o
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2

rection of thefe {chools themfelves, and by thar
¢ means, feizing on the education of the people,
¢ under pretence that the bithops and ecclefiaftics,
who had hitherto fuperintended them and their
¢ teachers, could not be competent judges in fub-
¢ jects fo little fuited to clergymen. I appre-
hended that their object was not fo much to give
¢ leflons on agriculture, to the children of huf-
¢¢ bandmen and trades-people, as to withdraw
< them from their habitual inftrutions on their
¢ catechifm, or on their religion.

. Idid not hefitate to declare to the king, that
¢ the intentions of the Philofophers were very
¢ different from his, I know thofe confpirators,

e I faid, and beware, Sire, of feconding them,
« Your kingdom is not deficient in free fchools,
¥ or neatly free; they are to be found in every
¢ little town, and nearly in every village, and

¢ perhaps they are already but too numerous.

< It is not books that form mechanics and plow-
¢ men. The books and mafters, fent by thefe
¢ philofophers, will rather infufe fyftem than in-
¢ duftry, into the country peoplc I tremble
¢ Jeft they render them idle, vain, jealous, and
£ iho'rtly difcontented, feditious, and at length re-
¢ bellious. I fear, left the whole fruit of the ex-
¢ pence, they feck to put o Majefty to, will

« be to gradually obliterate, in the hearts of the

£ peoplc,
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¢ pcoﬁlc, its love for their religion and their
¢ fovereign,

« To thefe arguments, I added whatever my
mind could fuggeft, to diffuade his Majefty, I
« adyifed him, in place of paying and fending
« thofe mafters, which the Philofophers had
¢ chofen, to employ the fame fums, for multi-
« plying the catechifts, and in fearching for good
<« and pati\cnt men, whom his Majefty, in concert
¢ with the vbifhops, thould fupport, in order to
s teach the poor peafantry the principles of reli-
gion, and to teach it them by rote, as the rec-
¢ tors and curates do to thofe children who do
s¢ not know. how to read, : :
s Lewis XV. feemed to relith my arguments,
but the philofophers renewed their attacks.
They had people about his perfon, who never
ceafed to urge him, and the king could not per-
{uade himfelf, that his shinker, Duquefnai, and
the other Philofophers, were capable of fuch de-
teftable views. He was {o conftantly befet by
thofe men, that during the laft twenty years of
his reign, n the daily converfations which he
honored me with, I was perpetually employed
in combatmc the falfe ideas he had imbibed, on
the (Economlf’cs and their affociates.

He difco- ~ © At lenorth ‘determined to give the king
B L s pofitive that they impofed upon him, 1

the con- ¢ fought to gam the Conﬁdcncc of thofe pedlars
 fpirators, By ok
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who travel through the country, and expofe
their goods to fale in the villages, and at the
gates of country feats. I fufpected thofe in
particular who dealt in books, to be nothing
lefs than the agents of Philofophifm with the
good country' folks. In my excurfions into
the country, I above all fixed my attention on
the latter. When they offered me 2 book to
buy, I queftioned them what might be the
books they had? Probably Catechifms or
Prayer-books ? Few others are read in the vil-
lages ? At thefe words I have feen many fmile.
No, they anfwered, thofe are not our works s
we make much more money of Volraire, Dide-
rot, ot other philofophic writings. What! fays
I, the country people buy Voltaire and Diderot ?
Where do they find the money for fuch dear
works ? Their conftant an{wer was, We have
them at a much cheaper rate than Prayer-
books; we may {ell them at ten fols (5d.) a
volume, and have a pretty profit into the bar-
gain. Queftioning fome of them ftll farther,
many of them owned, that thofe books coft
them nothing; that they received whole bales of
them, without knowing whence they came, fim-
ply defired to {'ell them in the1r journeys at the
Ioweﬂ price.”

_ Such was the account given by Mr. Bertin, -
and partlcularly during his retreat at Aix Ia Cha-

pelle.

317



e

THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

pelle. Al that he faid of thofe pedlars perfedly
coincides with what I have heatd many rectors of
fmall towns and villages compldin of. They look-
ed upon thefe hawking bookfellets as the pefts of
their parithes, and as the agents of the pre-
tended philofophers in the cxrcuhtmn of their
impiety. :
Lewis XV, warned by the difcovery made by
his minifter, at length was fatisfied that the eftablith-

ment of thele fchools fo much promoted by the

The
fchool-

afters in

the vil-
dages,

confpirators, would only be a new mean of fe-
dudtion in their hands. He abandoned the plan,
but perpetually harraffed by the protefting So-
phifters, he did not ftrike at the root of the evil
and but feebly impeded its progrefs.  The pedlars
continued to ferve the meafures of the confpira~
tors, but this was but one of the inferior means
employed to {upply the delay of their free fchools,
as a new difcovery brought one far more fatal
to light. ;
Many years prior to the French Revolution, a
re&or of the diocefe of Embrun, had had fre-
quent contefts with the {chool-mafter of the vil-
lage, charging him with' corrupting the morals of
his pupils, and with diftributing moft irreligious,
books among them. The lord of the village,
one of the protetting adepts, fupported the fchool-
mafler ; the good retor applied to his archbithop.
M: Salaberr. Jif Anguin, Vicar-general, defired to
fee
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fee, the library of the mafter. It was filled with
thefe fort of works; but the delinquent, fo far
. from denying the ufe he made of them, with a
pretended fimplicity, faid he had always heard
thofe works fpoken of in the higheft terms ; and,
like the hawkers, declared that he was not at the
trouble of buying them, as they were fent to him
free of all cofts.
At about a league from Liege, and in the adja-
cent villages, mafters ftill more perfidious, car-
ried their means of corruption to a far greater cx-
tent, Thefe would affemble a certain number of
trades-people and poor country fellows, who had
not learned to read, on certain days, at particular
hours. In thefe meetings, one of the pupils of
the profeffor would read' in an audible voice, a
chapter in fome work with which he himfelf had
already been perverted. FKor example one of
Voltaire’s romances, then the Sermon of ibe Fifty,
the pretended Good Senfe, or other works of the
fe& furnithed by the mafter. Thofc that abound-
ed in calumny and abufe againft the clergy, were
particularly read. Thefe meetings, the fore-run-
ners of the Liege revolution, were only difcovered

when an honeft and religious carpenter, who work- -

ed for a canon of that cathedral, declared the for-
row he had conceived in finding his two fons at
~ onc of thefe meetings reading fuch ledtures to
about a dozen of country fellows. On this difco-

‘ Very,
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very, a proper fearch was made in the adjacerit
country, and many fchool-mafters were «found
guilty of the fame’ perfidy ; and, terrible fo fay,
by the exterior practice of their relidion, thefe
men had done away all fufpicion of fuch infernal
dealings. « The refearches were carried fill fur-
ther, and the plots:were traced up to D’Alembert;
the following: was the refult of this new difco-
very. Itis the very perfon to whom the honeft
carpenter opened his mind, and who made the ne-
ceffary perquifitions on fo important an obje&;
who gave me the following information.

In feeking what men had been the promoters of
thele corrupters of youth, they were found to be
protected by men whofe connegions with the
Sophifters  of the day, were no fecret. At
length they were traced to D’Alembert himfelf;
and his office for tutors. Tt was to this office that
all thofe heretofore mentioned addrefled them-
felves, who wanted the recommendation of the :
“Sophifters to obtain a place of preceptor ot tutor
in the houfes of the great or wealthy. But at this
period, private education was not the fole object
of D’Alembert. He now had eftablithed a cor-
refpondence throughout the provinces and beyond

_ the kingdom. Nota place of profeffor in a col-

lege, .or of a fimple fchock-mafter in 2 village be-
came vacant, but what he or his coadjutors were
immediately informed of it by his agents, Alfo
' : : of
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of the perfons who petitioned for thefe places, of
thofe who fhould be accepted or rejected, and of
| the means neceflary to be employed, or perfons to
| be applied 4o, to obtain the nomination of an
. adept competitor, or of thofe who were to be fent
. from Paris; in thort; of the proper inftrutions to
 be given to the eledted with regard to local circum-
ftances, or the morc or lefs progrefs Philofo-
phifim had made around them. Hence the impu-
dence of the {chool-mafter in the diocefe of Em-
brun, and that hypocrify in thofe of the princi-
pality of Liege, where a government totally eccle-

 fiaftical was to' be feared, and where infidelity

| had not yet made the fame ravages it had in
.~ France. oy

" Itis thus that D’Alémbert, faithful zo the mif-
' fion Voltaire had given him, #o enlighten youth. as
b much as oy in his power ¥, had extended his means
. of feducing them. Voltaire no longer regretted
I the colony of Cleves. = That manufaiture of im-
| piety which was to have been its chief objed, the

. mafons, the SECRET ACADEMY, MOIC zealous in
crufhing Chrift and his religion, than any other
ever had been in the propagation of fcience or
learning, were now eftablifhed in Paris. © And

. ol Lettex xsth ofSept. 1762.» b i
-'VOVL. I . Y sel that

‘philofophic confraternity, like to that of the Free- :

it was in the capltal of the Mofc Chn{han emplre,
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that thefe affociations were held, the parents of
the revolution that was to bring devaftation on.
' France, and deftruction on Chriftianity throughout
the world. This was the lalk myflery of Mytra;.
this was the deepeft intrigue of the confpirators;
nor do I know that it has been laid open by any
writer. In the correfpondence of the Sophifters, no
trace can be difcovered of this intrigue, at leaft in
what the adepts have publifhed. They had theiz
reafons for fupprefling fuch letters, for even in the
firft days of the reyolution, would not the people
have been indignant on hearing of fuch means to
wreft their religion from them, and never would
fuch a myftery of iniquity have emerged from
the darknefs in which it had been conceived, if
Providence had not ordained that the unfortunate
adept we are about to fpeak of, tortured with re=
mozfe, fhould make an avowal of it. ‘
Before we publith his declaration ourfelves, it

the fecret 15 incumbent on us to fay by what means we be-

:;ide?y{ came acquainted with it, and what precautions we
or 1ts

means.

have taken to afcertain the authenticity of it. The
honor and probity of the perfon who gave us the
account, placed its veracity beyond all doubt, ne-
verthelefs we requefted to have it under his figna-
tute. Still further, feeing that a great nobleman was,
mentioned as a witnefs, and even as the fecond -
actor in the {cene, we did not hefitate in applying:
directly tohim. . This nobleman, of diftinguifhed:

AT S S honor,
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honor; virtue and courage, bears the firft diftin@ion
of French knighthood, and is in London at this

- prefent time. We attended to the recital he was
- pleafed to make, and found it perfectly confonant

with.the figned memorial we had carried with us.

~ If his name is omitted, it is only becaufe he was

loath to fee it appear in a fat that criminates the

memory of a friend, whofe error was rather owing

. to the feduction of the Sophifters than to his own

| heart, and whofe repentance in fome fort atoned

for the crime he had been guilty of. The follow-

I ing is the fact, which will complete the proofs, as

et only drawn from the letters of the confpira=
tors themfelves.

About the middle of the ménth of September; -

{1789, thatis a litrle more than a fortnight antece-
- dent to the atrocious sth and 6th of O¢tober, at a
‘time when the condut of the National Aflembly,
having thrown the péople into all the horrors of a
revolution, indicared that they would fet no
~ bounds to their pretenfions, Mr. Le Roy, Licu=
 tenant of the King’s Hunt, and an Academician,

. the Buildings of his Majefty, the converfation
turned on the difafters of the revolution, and on
thofe that were too clearly to be forefeen. Din=
. ner over, the nobleman above mentioned, a friend
~ of Le Roy, but hurt at having feen him fo great
" an admirer of the Sophifters, reproached him

R Y 2 Wit_h

- was at dinner at Mr. D’Angevilliers, Intendant of -
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w1th it in the following expreflive words. WVell,
this however is the work of PriLosopry ! Thun-"
der-ftruck at thefe words,—Alas ! cried the Aca-
demician, 7o whom do you foy fo? I Fnow it but
too well, and I [ball die of grief and remorfe! At
the word remorfe, the fame nobleman queftioned
him whether he had {o greatly contributed towards
the revolution, as to upbraid himfelf with it in
Avowal that violent manner? ¢ Yes, anfwered he, I have
. i‘;‘i ?fr;ts < contributed to it, and far more than I was aware -
{;Cr;e- s of, I was fecretary to the committee to

« which you are indebted for it, but I call hea-
.« yen to witnefs, that I never thought it would
< come to fich lengths. You have feen me in
< the king’s fervice, and you know that I love
e« his perfon. I little thought of bringing his fub--
« jedts to this pitch, and I fhall dic of grief and
¢ remorfe!”
Preffed to explain what he meant by this com-
mittee, this fecret fociety, entirely new to the:
-whole company, the Academician refumed:
<« This fociety was a fort of club that we had
« formed among us philofophers, and only ad-
< mitted into it perfons on whom we could:
< perfedtly rely. Our fittings: were regularly -
'« held at the Baron D’Holbach’s. Left our ob-
3 Je& thould be furmifed, we called ourfelyes !
« (Economifts.  We created Volaire, though
&« abfcnt, our. honorary and perpetual prefideht. |
« Qur

~

”~
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7 % Our principal members were D’Alembert,
% Turgot, Condorcet, Diderot, La Harpe, and
¢ that Lamoignon Keeper of the Seals who, on -
¢ his dlfmlﬂion, fhot himfelf in his park.”
"The whole of this declaration was accompamFd

. with tears and fighs, when the adept, deeply peni- -
tent, continued: < The {ollowmg WEIE OUr 0C- Their
¢ cupations; the moft of thofe works which object.
- have appeared for this long time paft againft
- “ religion, morals and government, were ours, or

¢ thofe of authors devoted tous. They were all

¢ compofed by the members or by the orders of

¢ the fociety. Before they were fent to the prefs,
[ ¢ they were delivered in at our office. There we
revifed and corre¢ted them ; added to or cur-
tailed them according as circumftances required,
When our philofophy was too glaring for the
times, or for the objeét of the work, we
¢ brought it to a lower tint, -and when we thought
€ that we might be more daring than the author,
. ¢ ‘we fpoke more openly: Ina word, we made our
i writers fay exactly what we pleafed. Then the
b “ work was pubh{hed under the title or name we
I« had cholen, the better to hide the hand whence
| £ it came. Many fuppofed to have been pofthu-
 mous works, fuch as Chriftianity Upmafked, and
 ‘ divers others, ateributed to Freret and Boulan-
8 ger, after their deaths, were 1ﬁ'ued from our
‘ focxety,

-~
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.« When we had approved of thofe works, we
began by printing them on fine or ordinary
paper, in fufficient number to pay our expen-
¢ ces, and then an immenfe number on the com-

‘o
S ]

o

-« moneft paper.  Thefe latter we fent to hawkers

a

and bookfellers free of cofts, or nearly fo, who
¢ were to circulate them among the people.at the
¢¢ Joweft rate. Thefe were the means ufed to
¢ pervert the people and bring them to the .pre-
¢ fent flate you fee them in. I fhall net
¢ fee them long, for 1 fball die of grief and re-
L {3 mmﬁ 172

“This recital had made the company thudder,
neverthelefs they could not but be ftruck at the re-
morfe and horrid fituation in which they beheld
the fpeaker, Their indignation for Philofophifm -
was carried fill further, when Le Roy explained
the meaning of Eck: L’ivr (Ecrafez linfame,
erufb the wrerch ), with which Voltaire concludes
fo many of his letters. . The reader will perceive,
that in the whole of thefe Memoirs we had uni=
formly ngen the fame explanation ; and indeed |
the context of the letters makes the fenfe evident;
but he revealed what we thould net have dared af-

fert on our own authority, that all thofe to whom

Voltaire wrote under that horrid formula, wete

members or initiated into the myfteries aof this
fecret committee,  He alfo declared what we

havc a]rcady faid o the plan of clevaring Bricnnes
(%)



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY.

to the archbithopric of Paris, and many other
par'ticulars, which he related, and that would have
been precious: for hiftory, but have efcaped the
_ memory of thofe prefent.  None of them could
give me any information as to the exa& time when
this fecret academy was formed; but it appears
‘from the difcovery made by Mr. Bertins, that

i it muft have exifted long before the death of

Lewis XV.:

I think it neceflary, on this occafion, to lay be-
fore my reader a letter of March 1763, which
Voltaire writes to Helvetius. <« Why, fays he to
< his zealous brother, do the worfhippers of rea-
¢ fon live in filence and fear? They are not fuf~
¢ ficiently acquainted with their own ftrength.
& What [bonld binder them from having a little prefs
¢ of their own, and from publifhing {mall works,
¢ thort and ufeful, and which fbould only be confided
€ 7o their friends. This was the method followed
by thofe who printed the laft will of the good
and honeft curate (Meflier), his teftimony is
¢ certainly of great weight. It is further certain,
< that you and your friends could, with. the greateft
€< facility, pen the beft works poffible, and throw them
€ into circulation withoyt expr/ ing yourfelves in the
(74 ZM/} 2,

There alfo exifts another letter, in which Vol-
taire, under the name of Fear Patourel, heretofore
~a Jefuit, and in his ironic ftyle, feeming to feli-
o : Yoy - citate

-~

a
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 citate Helvetius on his pretended converfion, de-
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fcribes the method employed for the circulation of

- thofe works, among the lower claffes. < In op-

¢ polition to the Chriftian pedagogue; and the Think
< aelf on if, books formerly fo much famed for
¢ the converfions they had wrought ; preity little
¢ philofophic works are cleverly circulated ; thefe
« little books rapidly fucceed each other. They are
< not fold, they are given to people who can be relizd
S< o, who in their turn diftribute them; fo women and
S€ young people. At one time itis the Sermon of the
§¢ fifty, attributed to the King of Pruffia; at ano-
< ‘ther an extrad? from the will, of the unfortunate
¢ curate Jean Meflier, who, on his death-bed,
* implored forgivenefs of his God, for having -
= taught Chriltianity, or laftly, the Catechifis of the
« honeft man, written by a certain Abbé Durand,
¢ (that is Voltaire himfelf) *.”

Thefe two letters may throw great light on the
{ubject. Firft, we fee Voluire giving the plan of 2
{ecret {ociety, which perfeétly coincides with the

[

. one defcribed by T.e Roi; fecondly, that one of a

fimilar nature exifted at Ferney 5 thirdly, thatit had
nottaken place, at the period when thefe letters were
written, as he prefles the eftablithment of it. But

~ on the other fide, the pretended pofthumous works

of Frcret and Boulanger, which the adept Le Roi

}iﬁ‘s_?sth Aug, 1763, i
frhasiitad : declares

-

IR
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.~ declares to have been iffued from' this' feeret acas

. demy, holding its fittings at the Baron D’Hol-

© bach’s, were publifhed in 1756 5and iryemts J60

¢ therefore appears that this fecret’ committee was Wl
. eftablifhed at Paris, between the years 1763 and cftablifh=
" 1766, Thatis to fay, that for three and twenty ©
years preceding the revolution, they had been in-
ceffantly attempting to feduce the people by thofe

i artifices and.intrigues, the thame of which, drew
 the above avowal from its repenting fecretary.

Such would have been the manufacture of Volraire’s -

~ colony, ;

- It was with truth, that this unhappy adept re-
peated, I /ball die of grief and remorfes for he

did not furvive his avowal three months, When Other
he mentioned the principal members, he added that gd:l;; (_)f’
~ all thofe to whom' Voltaire wrote under the abo- demy.
. minable formula of Crufb the Wiretch, were either

':f, members, or initiated ‘into the myfteries of this

. fecret academy,

L In following this rule the firlt of thefe adepts pamina.
will certainly be Damilaville, who exulted fo much ville:
on hcarihg that none but the rabble were left to
ivgrfhip Chrift ; for it is to him in particular, that
Voltaire alwaysends his letters by, crufithewretch.

This man was himfelf very little above that rab-

g ble he fo much delpied He had made a fmall

* See L7Antiquité devoﬂee, Amfterdam, anno 1766, and
l’Examen des Apologﬁles du Chriftianifme, anno 1767.
fortune
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“fortune by being one of the clerks in the office for
the tax calk;d the Vingticmes, and had a falary of

aboyt 180l. per ann.. His philofophy had not
taught him the fpirit of poverty, as we fee Voltaire
exculing himfelf, on his not having been able to

‘procure him amore lucrative employment *.

The diftinétive charaéter, which Voltaire gives
him in one of his letters, is that of bating God;
could that have given rife to their great iptimacy ?

It was through his means, that he tranfmitted his

moft impious produtions or particular fecrets to

. the confpirators.. We fhould have remained in the
dark, as to his literary talents, had it not been for
-a letter from Voltaire to the Marquis de Ville-

vieille, which fo perfectly defcribes the meannefsof
the Sophifters, and how diftant they were from the
true Philofopher, ready to facrifice every thing in

‘the caufe of truth, ¢« No, my dear fiiend (fays

¢ Voltaire to the Marc}uis), the modern Socratefes
< will not drink hemlock. The Athenian Socrates,
¢ with refpet to us, was a very imprudent man,
¢ ‘an eternal quibbler, and who foolithly fet his

¢¢ judges at defiance.

< Our philofophers of thefe days, are wifer than

< that." They are not poffefled with that foolith
- vanity of putting their names to their works.

¢ They are invifible hands, who, from one end of

. ® Gen (?or. ety to Damilaville, 2d Dec. 1757.

« Europ€
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#* Furope to the other, pierce fanaticifm with the

331

< fhafts of truth. Damilaville is juft dead, he ‘

¢ was the author of Chriftianity unmafked (which
¢ he had publilhed as a pofthumous work of

o

-

S with o fidelity worthy of Philofophy *.”

Such then is the author of that famous worl,
which the Sophifters had given us, as flowing from
the pen of one of their moft learned adepts. Da-
milaville, under the name of Boulanger, from his
publican-office, fallies forth the pheenix of modern
Philofophifm, and with the courage of a Sophifter,
thrinks from his own works, left they coft him
dearly, if ever called upon to fupport his princi-
ples before the tribunals. He alfo would have
thrunk from the hemlock potion, in the infamy
and eternal fhame, that fuch abominable calumnies
as he had vomited forth againft Chriftianity, muft
haye overpowered him with.

This adept, fo worthy of Voltaire’s and D’Alem-
bert’s friendfhip, died a bankrupt clerk in office,
and had been parted from his wife, for the laft
twelve years.  Volire is his panegyrift when
he fays, « I fhall always regret Damilaville, I
¢ Joved the intrepidity of his foul, he was enthu=

€ 2oth Dec. 1768,
: ¢ flaftic

¢ Boulanger’s) and of many other writings. Ir.
I was yever knowny and bis friends kept his Jecres
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o faftic like St. Paul, he was a neceffary man #.* -
Decency forbids us to quotc the remainder of the

paneoync.

Next to this Sophifter, whofe chief merits ap~

pear to have been his enthufiaftic Atheifm, we

find the Count D’Argental. - I have already fpoken

of his intimacy with Voltaire, and only mention
him, as one of thale initiated in the fecret myfte-

tes of the fecret academy; being one of thofe
conrefpondents with whom Voltaire exprefles him-

{e1f in the moft unreferved manner on his plan of
cruthing Chrift .

On the fame claim a fort of feribbler called
Thiriot is to be ageregated to the academy.

Neither more elevated than Damilaville in rank

ot fortunés he for a longer time fubfifted on

Volwire’s benefactions, who firft: made him his

difciple and then his agent. Brother Thiriot
added ingratitude to his impiety, and Voltaire
complained bitterly of him. But Thiriot not-
vithftanding his ‘ingratitude, always remained im-
pious, - which reconciled him to Voltaire and pre-
ferved him’ within the fraternal embrace of the
conifpirators I,

" (% 53d December 1769, 13th of January, &c.

-~ % See numbers of letters in the General Correfpondence.
i SEeCorrefpondenne and Letters to DA lembert, and letters

from the Marcl}lonefs of Chatellet ta the ng of Pruﬂia

. It

®



"HE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 333
1t is with concern that Mr. Saurin is feen’ 2 Saurin.
- member of this academy. Certainly it is not his
literary works which raife this fentiment; for were
it not for his Tragedy of Spartacus, both his profe
and verfe, would equally be forgotten; but we are
+told that it was rather to his want of forture, than
' to his difpofition, .that he owed his connexions
with the' Sophifters. He is even faid to have
been 2 man of great probity, but that he was
drawn into that fociety, for the confideration of 2
penfion of 2 thoufand crowns which Helvetius
paid him.  What an excufe ! And where is the
probity of the man who will facrifice his religion
| to his intereft; and for 2 penfion coalefce with
| thofe who confpire againft his God? We fec
Voltaire writing to Saurin himfelf, and placing
him on the fame line with Helvetius and the
initiated brethren, entrufting him with the fame
fecrets, and exhorting him to the fame warfare
againft Chrift.. As we have never feen him dif-
claim the connexion, the fhame of it muft attach

to him *.

A Swifs Baron of the name of Grmm muft Gimm,
neceffarily find his place here. He was the worthy -~
friend and co-operator of Diderot, like him tra-
~ velling to Peterfbourg to form adepts, -then re-

' turning to Paris, he alfo joins in his abfurdltxcs,,,

% Voltaire to Mr. Saurin, anno 17615 and to Damila{/ﬂle,

28th December 1762, : s o
; ' : repeats o
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tepeats after him, that Zetween o man and bis dog

there is no other difference but their drefs, and exults
in being able to apprize Voltaire, that the Emperor
Jofeph IL was initiated into his myfteries.

~ We will terminate our litt by the Getman Ba-
ron' D’Holbach, who deftitute of abilities lends

‘his houfe.  He hdd dcquired at Paris, the reputas
tion of a lover and proteCtor of the arts, tior did

the Sophifters contribute a little to it. This was
acloak to their meetings at his Houfe. Unable

‘to vie with the poet he wilhes to be the Mecenas. .

Nor is he the only perfon who has owed his

reputation to his putfe, and to his having difpofed

of it in favor of the Sophifters.  In fpite of thefe
pretences, fought for coloring the frequent meet-
ings of the adepts, the public repute of thofe

- who reforfed to his houfe; had thrown fuch an ,

odium on him, that it was openly faid, that to
gain admittance at his houfe, it was neceffary, as
in Japan; to trample on the crofs.

Such then were the members of this famous
academy, whofe fole object was to corrupt the
minds of  the people and prepare the way to

univerfal apoftacy, under the pretext of their hap-

pinefs, public (r:conomy,yor the love and advance=

- ment of the arts. Herc are fifteen of its members

which we have mentioned, Voltaire, D’Alembert,
Dideror, Helvetxus, Turgot, Condorcet, La Harpe,

- the keeper of the feals Lamoignon, Damilavilley ‘

Thirioty
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.. Thiriot, Saurin, the Count D’Argental, Grimm,

the Baron D’Holbach, and the unfortunate Le

Roi, who died confumed with grief and remorfe,

i for having been the fecretary to fo monftrous an
M academy

If at prefent we afcend back to the real founder

" of this academy, to Voltaire’s letter to Helvetius,

 already quoted, the following one to D’Alembert

fhould be added: ¢ Let the Philofophers unite

. “in g brotherbood like the Free-Mafons, let them

¢« affemble and fupport each other; let them be

« faithful to the affociation. Then I-would let

<« myfelf be burnt for them. - This Secrer Aca-

« pemy will be far fuperior to that of Athens,

« and to all thofe of Paris,  But cvery one thinks

.« only for himfelf, and forgets that his moft facred

|« duty is to crufb the wrerch.” This leter is

~ dated 20th of April 1761. Confronting it with

~ the declaration of Le Roi, we fee how faithfully

| the Parifian adepts had followed the plans of the

| premier chief. Often did he lament his'inability

of prefiding over their toils but at a diftance;

- and it was difficult to perfuade him, that the capi-

tal of the moft Chriftian empire, Was a proper

" feat for fo licentious an eftablithment. It was for

. that reafon we fee’ him purfuing his favorite plan

. of the philofophic colony, even after the eftablith-

 ment of the fecret academy.  But the time came

- ‘when the dtrcful fuccefs of the latter more than
: com-

-

-
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CHAP. XVIII,

OFf the General Progrefs of the Confpiracy throughout
- Burope.—~Triumph and Death of the Chiefs,

S the confpirators advanced in their arts of Hopes of
{eduction, their hopes are daily heightened }lw 00
| by fome new fuccefs. They were already fuch, B
| that a few years after the Encyclopedia had firft
. appeared, we find D’Alembert confidently writing

~ to Voltaire, < Let Philofophy alone, and in twenty
I < years the Sorbonne, however much Sorbonne
€ it may be, will outftrip Laufanne itfelf.” That
. isto fay, that in twenty years time (and this was

 written 21ft July _1757'), the Sorbonne would be
* as incredulous and Antichriftian as a certain mini-
| fter of Laufanne (Voltaire himfelf) who furnifhed
 the moft impious articles that are to be fqupd n
. the Encyclopedia, '
. Soon aftcr; Voltaire improving on D’Alembert,
fays, twenty years more, and God will be in a pretty
_ pligh+* ! Thatis to fay, twenty years more, and .
'not an altar of the God of the Chriftians thall re=

. zsth Feb. 1758
. Z - Every
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Their Eyery thing indeed feemed to forbode the unj~
"?mgre{& verfal reign of. ifnpiety throughout Europé. The
diftrié¢t which had fallen in particular to Voltaire,
was making fuch an awful progrefs, that eight
In Swit- years after he writes, that #07 a fingle Chriflian was
zerland. 1, 4, found from Geveva to Berme *. Every where
elfe, to ufc his expreflions, the world was acquir=s ;
ing wit apace, and even fo faft, that a general re-
In Ger- golution dn ideas threatened all around. Geérmany
¥ o particular, gave him great hopest.  Frederick,
_who as carefully watched it, as Voltaire did Switzer-
land, writes, that ¢ philofophy was beginning to
« penetrate even into fuperftitious Bohemia, and
£ into Auftria, the fmmm abode of fuperfti-
«“ tion T.” ;
InRufiz. In Ruffia the adepts gave if any thing, fill
greater hopes. This protection of the Seyhians, is
~ what confoles Voleaire for the perfecutions which
befel the fe&t elfewhere [+ He could not con-
tain himfelf for joy, when he wrote to D’Alem=
bert how much the brethren were protefted at
Peterfburg, and informed him, thatduring a jour-
ney made by that court, the Scythian prote&tors
had each one, for his amufement, undertaken to
tranflate a chapter of Belifarius into their language :
that the Emprefs had undertaken one herfelf, and
* 8th Feb. 1766 + 2d Feb. 1765.
1 Let. to Vo‘talre, 143, anno 1766,
I Let to Diderot, 2gth Dec. 176z,

had
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had even been at the trouble of revifing the tranf~ .
. lation of this work, which in France had been cen-
. fured by the Sorbonne *,
~ D’Alembert wrote, that in Spain Phllofophlfm In szun.
was andermining the Inquifition +, and according
o Voltaire, a great revolution was operating in :
ideas there, as well as i lialy . A few years after In Italy,
~ we find this Italy fwarming with men thinking like
Voltaire and D’Alembert, and that their fole inte-
reft prevented them from openly declaring for
impicty |
_ As to England they made but little doubt of its Jn Enga
flling an eafy prey. To hear them fpeak, it was 204
~overrun with Socinians who feoffed at and hated
 Chrift; as Julian the apoftate hated and defpifed
hlm, and who only differed i in name ﬁom the phi-
lofophers §.
Finally, accordmtr to their calculations, Bava-
tia and Auftria alone (this was during the life-
‘time of the Emprefs Queen) continued to fup-
port the divines and defenders of religion. The
 Emprefs of Ruflia was driving them on glorionfly,
-and they were at shesr laft gafp in Poland, thanks
to the King Poniatowiki. They were aleady over=

¢ Voltaire to D’Alembert, July 1767, -

+ 3d May, 1773. :

1 Let. to Mr. Riche, 1t March 1768

|| Voltaire to D’Alembert, 16th June 1773.

- § Let. to the ng of Pruflia, 15th Nov. 1773. =

/ 7 a St thrown
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thrown in Praffia, through the care of Frederick,
and i the north of Germany the {e daily gained
ground,’ thanks ‘to the Landcrraves, Margraves,
Dukes and Princes, adepts and pxotc&ors X

Far otherwife did matters {tand in France. We
often fee the two chiefs complaining of the ob-
ftacles they had to encounter in this emplre, the
favorite object of their confpiracy.

The perpetual appeals of the clergy, the de-
crees of the parliaments, the very adts of autho-
rity which the minifters, though friendly to- the
confpirators, were obliged to exert in order to
hide their predeli@tion, were not totally ineffectual.
T he bulk of the nation fill remained attached fo
its faith. That numerous clafs called the people,
in fpite of all the intrigues of the fecret academy,
fill flocked to the altar on days, of {olemnity. In
the higher claffes, numerous were the exceptions
to be made of thofe who ftill loyed religion. In-
dignant at fo maf\y obftacles, Voltaire would per-
petually ftimulate his cbuntrymen, whom he con-
temptuoufly calls his poor Pelches. Sometimes how-

‘ever he was better pleafed Wwith them, and would
‘write to his dear Marquis Villevieille, < The people:

& aye mighty foolifh, neverthelsfs Philofophifin viakes

&< its way down 1o them. . Be well affured for in- :
£ ﬁaqce, that there are” not twenty people in

e Voltaxre to D Alembcrt, xﬁ Sept 1 ,67
; ! : « Geneva
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% Geneva who would not abjure Calvm as foon
% as they would the Pope, and that many phi-
¢ lofophers afe to be.found in Paris behind the
. ¢ counter *.”* But generally {peaking, his com-
i plamts about France predominate in his correfpon-
~ dence with the confpirators ; fometimes he would

. defpair of ever-feeing Philofophy triumph there.
D’ Alembert, on the {pot, judged of matters véry
differently, and though every thing did not anfwer
“his withes, neverthelefs he thought himfelf autho-
rifed to flatter Voltaire, that though philfophy
might receive a temporary check, it never could be gat

the better of T
About the period when D’Alembert writes ghis,

it was but too true that Philofophifm could Hatter

itfelf with the hopes of triumphing over the attach=
“ment of the French nation to their religion. Du-
ring the laft ten or twelve years, impiety had made
a dreadful progrefs; the colleges had fent forth a
new generation cducated by new mafters, and
they were nearly void of all knowledge, and par-

ticularly deftitute of religion or picty. It per-

fe@ly coincided with Condorcet’s expreffion, that
Philofophifin bad defecnded from the ithrones of the
North into the very univerfities §.  The religious
gcneration was nearly extinc, and the revealed

* 20th Dec. 1768 - 4 ‘z¢th Jan. 1776.
T Sec hlS Preface to his edmon of Pafehal’s ThOnghts;

7 3 W truths

341,
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truths Iwere obliged to give place to the empty -
founds of reafon, philofophy, prejudices, and fuch

like. In the higher clafies impiety made large

Triumph
of Vol-
taire,

ftrides; whether at court or in the tribunals ; from
the capital it gained the provinces, and the mafter

fhows the example to the fervant. Every body

would be a Philofopher, whether minifter or ma-
giftrate, foldier or author. He that withed to fol-
low his religion, was cxpof'cd to all the farcaftic
irony of the Sophifters, and that particularly among
the great, where it required as much courage to
profefs one’s religion, fince the confpiracy, as it did
atdacity and rafhnefs to declare one’s felf an
Atheift before.

Voltaire was at that time in his eighty-fourth
year. After fo long an abfence, and always undet
the power and lath of thelaw, he fhould only have
appeared publicly in Paris, to controvert thofe im-
pieties, which had brought the animadverfion of the
parliament on him.  D’Alembert and his academy
refolve to overcome that obftacle.  In fpite of re-
ligion they ecafily fucceed, and minifters, chiefly
adepts, abufing the clemency of Lewis X VI, obtain
the recal of this premier chief, under pretence
that this aged man had been fufficiently punifhed
by his long exile, and that in favor of his literary

. trophies, his failings might be over- looked. It

was agreed that the laws fhould be filent with re-
gard to him on his approach to Paris ; ; the magi-
i b ftrates
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. ftrates feemed to have forgotten the decree they
_ had paffed againft him. This was all the con-
{pirators wifhed. Voltaire arrives in Paris, he
- receives the homage of the fect, and his arrival
conftitutes their triumphal day.  This man, bend+
ing under the weight of years, fpent in an unre-
 lenting warfare, whether public or private, againft
Chriftianity, is received in the capital of his moft
. Chriftian Majefty, amidft thofe acclamations which
 were wont to announce the arrival of the favorite
! child of viftory returning from the arduous toils
. of war. : 0
. Whitherfoever Voltaire bent his fteps, a croud
. of adepts, and the gazing multitude, flocked to
" imeet him. All the academies celebrate his ar-
1ival, and they celebrate it in the Louvre, n the
* palace of the kings, where Lewis XVI. is one day
to be a prifoner and victim to the occult and
¢ deepeft confpiracies of the Sophifters. The the-
| atres decreed their, crowns to the impicus chief;
| entertainments in his honor, rapidly fucceed each
other.  Intoxicated with the incenfe of the adepts,
~ through pride he fears to fink under it. In the
{ midft of thefe coronations and acclamations, he
- exclaimed, Zvi then wifb 1o make me expire with
glory I—Religion alone mourned at this fight, ‘and Hisdeathe
| vengeance hung over his head. The impious
" man had feared to die of glozy, but rage and de~
fpﬁir was to forward his laft hour ftill morc thafx
. Al e
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lis great age. In the midft of his triumphs; 4
violent hemorrhage raifed apprehenfions-for his life,
D’Alembert, Diderot and Marmontel, haftened to
fupport his refolution in his laft moments, but were
only witneffes to their mutual ignominy as well as

‘to his own, :

Here let not the hiftorian fear exaggeration.
Rage, remorfe, reproach and blafphemy, all ac-
company and characterize the long agony of the

‘dying Atheift. This death, the moft terrible

that is ever recorded to have ftrucken the im-
pious man, will not be denied by his companions
of impiety ; their filence, however much they may
with to deny it, is the leaft of thofe cerroborative
proofs; which could be adduced. Not one of the
Sophifters has ever dared to mention any fign
given, of refolution or tranquillity, by ‘the pre-
mier chief, during the {pace of three months, which
elapfed from the time he was crowned at the the-
atre, until his deceafe. Such a filence exprefles;

- how great their humiliation was in his death,

It was on his return from the theatre, and in

. the midft of the toils he was refuming, in order o

acquire freth applaufe, when Voltaire was warned,

. that the long career of his impiety was drawing to

an end. ! :

- Indpite of all the Sophifters, flocking around

him, in the firft days of his illnefs he gave figns of

withing t0 return to the God he had fo often blal-
: : phemed.
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phemed.  He calls for the priefts who miniftered:
g0 Him whonrhe had fworn 20 crafb, under the ap-
- pellation of zbe-wretch. His danger enereafing;

i he wrote the following note to the Abbé Gaultier,

~ % You Had promifed me, Sir, to come and hear
£ me 1 intreat you would take the trouble of
.« calling as foon as poffible. Signed, VoLTaIrEs
- £ Paris, the 26th Feb. 17782

A few days after he wrote the following de=

g'cla:auon, in prefence of the fame Abbé Gaultier,
. the Abbé Mignot and the Marquis de Villevieille,
' copied from the minutes depofited with Mr. Mo-
met, notary at Paris,
<« T, the underwritten, declare; that for thefe
< four days paft, having been afflicted with a vo-
< miting of blood, at the age of eighty-four, and
~ & not having been able to drag- myfelf to the
. ¢ church, the Rev. the Recor of St. Sulpice,
<« having been pleafed to add to his good works,
<« that of fending to me the Abbé Gaultier, a
' < priefts I confefled to him, and if it pleafes God
% to difpofe of me, I die in the Foly Carholic
Church, in which I was born; hoping that the
|« divine mercy, will deign to pardon all my faults :
£ cif ever I have fcandalized the Church, I afk
L pardon of God and of the Church. od March

~

|« 1778, Signed, VOLTAIRE ; in prefence of the
. & Abbé Mignot my nephew, and the Marquxs dc .

< Villevieille my friend.”

; - A_&er ‘
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Afeer the two witnefies had figned this decla«
ration, Voltaire added thefe words, copied from
the fame minutes: ¢« The Abbé Gaultier, my
¢ confeflor, having apprized me, that it was faid
« among a certain fet of people, I fhould proteft
& againft every thing I did acmy death;; 1 declare
¢ T never made fuch a {peech, and that it is an old
¢ jeft attributed, long fince, to many of the learned,

s« more enlightened than I am.” :
Was this declarationa frefh inftance of his former
hypocrify ? Unfortunately, after the explanations we
have feen him give of his exterior a&ts of religion,

a

o

e

'might there not be toom for doubt? Be that as it

may, this is a public homage, paid to thar religion
in which he declared he meant to die, notwith-
ftanding his having perpetually confpired againft
it, during his life.  This declaration is alfo figned
by that fame friend and adept the Marquis de
Villevieille to whom eleven years before, Voltaire
Was wont to write,  Conceal your march from the
S< enemy in your endeavours to crufh the wretch *.”

Voltaire had permitted this: declaration to
be carried to the rector of St. Sulpice, and to the
Archbithop of Paris, to know whether it would

~ be fufficient.  When the Abbé Gaultier returned

with the anfwer, it was impoffible for him to gain

~ admittance to the patient. The confpirators had

- ® 27th April 1767, -
i ftrained
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ftrained every nerve to hinder the chief from con-
fummating his recantation, and every avenue was
fhut to the prieft, which Voltaire himfelf had
~ {ent for. The demons haunted every accefs; rage

fucceeds to fury, and fury to rage again' during
‘the remainder of his life. Then it was that
. D’Alembert, Diderot, and about twenty others of
the confpitators, who had befet his apartment,
never approached him, but to witnefs their own
ignominy, and often he would curfe them and

exclaim, “ Retire, it is you that have brought

¢ me to my prefent ftate; begone, I could have
¢ done without you all, but you could not exift
¢ without me, and what a wretched glory have you
¢ procured me !

Then would fucceed the horrid remembrance
of his confpiracy; they could hear him, the prey
of anguifh and dread, altemativé]y {upplicating

or blafpheming that God whom he had confpired .

againft, and in plaintive accents would he cry out,

Oh Chrift! Oh Jefus Chrift! And then complain®

that he was abandoned by God and man. The
hand which had traced in ancient writ the fentence
of an impious reviling king, feemed to trace.
before his eyes CRUSH THEN, DO CRUSH IHE

wreTcH. Invain he turned his head away, the time "

- was coming apace when he was to appear before:
‘thc mbunal of hlm he had. blafphcmed and his

phyficians,

347



e

THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRAELY,

phyficians, particularly Mr. Tronchin, calling in to
adminifter relief, tt hunderftruck retire, declaring .
the death of the intpious man to be terrible indeed.
The pride of the confpirators would willingly
have fuppreffed -thefe declarations, but 1t was in
vain: the Marefchal de Richelieu flies from the

‘bed-fide declaring it to be a fight too terrible to

" Dbe {uftained, ‘and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies

D’Alem-
- bert fuc-

ceeds

him.

of Oreftes could give but a faint idea of thofe of
Voltaire.

- Thus died on the 3cth of May 1778, rather
worn out by his own fury than by the weight of
years, the moft unrelenting confpirator againft

Chriftianity, that had been feen fince the tme of

the apoftles. His pcrfccutxon longer and more
perfidious than thofe of Nero or Dioclefian had
ver only produced apoftates, but they were more
numerous than the martyrs made in the former
perfecutions.

The confpirators in lofing Voltalre, had loft
every thing on the fide of talents; but his arms

' of impiety they had remaining in his numerous

_writings. ~The arts and cunning of D’Alembert

' proved more than a fuccedaneum to the oremus

of their deceafed foundel, and he is proc]axmed

‘chief. The fecret committee of education in

Paris, the country conventicles and the correfpon-
dt:ncc thh the village fchool -mafters: owcd their
: ongm



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY, 349

«erigin to him.  He continued to direét the works

_of the fecret academy, in the propagation of im-

picty, until called upon to appear before that fame

God who had already judged Voltaire. e died He dies,

. five years after his patron, thatis in November ’

1783, Left remorfe thould compel him to fimilar

recantations, which had fo much humbled the

| fe&, Condorcet undertook to render "him inac~
ceffible; if not to repentance and remorfe, at
Jeaft to all who might have availed themfelves
of his homage done to religion.

- When the Reéor of St. Germain’s, in quality

- of paftor prefented himfelf, Condorcet, like to
the devil who watches over his prey, ran to the door

. and barred his entrance | Scarce had the breath
left his body when the pride of Condbrcet betrays
his fecret.  D’Alembert really had felt that re-
rhorfe which muft have been common to him
with Voltaire; he was on the eve of fending, as
the only method of reconciliation, for a minifter
of that fame Chrift againft whom he had alfo

: confpired; - but Condorcet ferociouﬂy combated .

' thelelaft figns of repentance in the dying Sophifter,

and he gloried in haying forced him to expire in

final impenitence. The whole of this OdIOUS %

. confliét is comprxzed in one horrid fentence ; when

" Condorcet announced the deceafe of DAlem-

bert and was relatmg the cucumﬁanccs, he did
pot
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not -blufh to add Had I ot been there be woula?
baw flinched alfo *.

Fredenck © Frederick: alonc had fucceeded or pretended to
have fucceeded in perfuading himfelf that death
was but an eternal fleept. And he alone appears
to have becn an exception from among the chiefs
of the confpiracy, with whom the approach of
‘death had fubftituted, in lieu of their pretended
hatred for the wrerch, the fear of his judgments.

Diderot that hero of Athelf"n, that " confpi=
rator who' long fince had carried his audacity
againft his Chrift and his God, to infanity; Dide-
rot 1 fay, is he who was neareft to a true recon-

' ciliation. This is another of thofe myfteries of
wniquity carcfully hidden by the Antichriftian con~
{pirators,

* Hiftorical Diftionary, Article D’Alembert. It is true that
Condorcet, forry to have inadvertantly revealed the fecret of :
his-affociate’s remorfe, fought to deftroy the effet of it. It
is true, that queftioned another time on the circumftances
of D’Alembert’s death, he anfwered in his philofophic jargon,
that be did wot die life a coward. In fine it is true that in his
firft letter to the King of Pruffia, in date of the 22d Nov.
1783, he reprefents D?Alembert dying with a tranquil cou-
~ rage, and with his ufual ftrength and prefence of mind." But
5 it was too late to lead Erederick into error on that fubjeét,
i s the adept Grimm had alveady written, Zhar ficknefs had
G o greatly aweakened D dlembert’s mind in bis Ioft moments (11th
- of November 1783. )
+ Vide fupra,

When
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- his life,  Her munificence had enabled him to bavc
near his perf’\n, in quality of librarian, a young
man who was far from partaking in his impiety.
-Diderot liked him much, and he had .particularly
endeared himfelf by the attentions he had thown
: —Dld rot during his laft illnels. It was he who
general lly drefled the wounds in his legs. Tern-
fied at the fymptons he perceived, the young
‘man runs to acquaint a worthy ceclefiafiic, the
Abbé I emoine, then refident at the houfe called
the Foreign Miffions, Rue du Bac Fausbourg,
St. Germain. By his advice the young man prays
- during half an hour in a church, begging of Al-
mighty God, that he will direct him in what he
thould fay or do, to enfure the falv vation of one,.
who though he detefted his impieties, he could
- never lofe fight of as his benefadtor. Rifing
- from his prayers he retums to Diderot ‘and the
fame day when drefiing his Wounds he i'poke as
follows:

-ous than ever on your fate, do not be furpnfcd
« T am aware how much T am indebred to you,
it is by your kindnefs that I fubfi &, you have
deigned to fhow greater confidence in me than
I had reafon to expe&. I cannot prove
« gratefu} I fhould for ever accufe rny{e}f

When the Emprefs of Ruffia purchafed Dide-~ 7
_sot’s library, fhe left him the ufe of it during -

<¢ Mr. Diderot, you fee me this day more znm- 7
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<

-

gratitude, were I to hide the danger, which

« your wounds declare you to be in. Mr. Dide-

L4

-

rot, you may have difpofitions to make, and
¢ above all you have precautions to take, for the
¢ world you are aboutto enter. ' Iam buta young
man I know; but are you certain that your
<< philofophy has not left you a foul to fave? I
¢« have no doubt of it, and it is impoffible far
me to reflect on it, and not warn my benefactor
to avoid the eternal misfortune which may await
“ him.  Sce, fir, you have yet {fufficient time
< left, and excufe an advice which gratitude and

~

"~
~

~

<

-

(4

a

. ¢ your friendfhip forces from me.” -

Diderot heard the young man with attention, and

even melted into tears, thanked him for his frank=-

nefs and the concern he had thown for him, He
promifed to confider and to refle&t what line of
conduct he fhould hold in a fituation which he
owned to be of the greateft importance.

~ The young man waited his decifion with the
greateft impatience, and the firft figns were con-
formable to his withes. He ran to inform the
Abbé Lemoine that Diderot afked to fee a clergy-
man, and the Abbé dire¢ted him to Mr. de Terfac,
Rector of St. Sulpice. Mr. de Terfac waited

- on Diderot and had feveral conferences with him,

he was preparing a public recantation of his paft :
errors, but unfortunately he was watched by the

had
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"ad‘ given the alarm to the Sophifters; who would

i, they perfuade him that he is impofed upon,
hat his healthis not in fo ‘bad a ftate, and that a
tle country air would immediately recover him,
Diderot was for a long time deaf to all the argu-
ments Philofophifm could invent, but at length

departure is kept fecret and the wretches who
carry him away, knew that his laft hour was ap-
proaching faft. The Sophifters who were in the
plot pretended to think him fill in Paris, and the
whole town is mifled by daily reports; while thofe
gilors who had feized on his perfon, watched him
ill they had feen him expire; then continuing

corpfe to Paris and fpread the report that he had
died fuddenly at table. He expired the od of
July 1784, and was reprefented as having died

of remorfe. The public are again mifled and thus
many are corroborated in their ‘impiety, who

had he not by the moft unheard-of cruelty, been
deprived of all {piritual relicf in his laft moments.
. Thus in the whole of this confpiracy, from

have {een butone continued chain of cunning, art’
VoL, 10 - Aa and

have thought themfelves difhonored by the de- -
reliction of fo important a chief.” They furround

confented to try at leaft the country air. His

their horid duplicity they bring back the lifelefs

calm, in all his Atheifin, without giving any figns

might have followed the example of this chief;

its - origin to the death of/its ﬁri’g fpx‘*omoters, wel

e
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and fedu&lon, of the blacke{‘r falfeft and moft
difoufting means, cmploycd in tl hat tremendous art
of feducing the people.. It was on thefe horrid
arts that Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot had
built all their hopes of working the univerfal
apoﬁacy, and in their laft moments thcy arc a prey.
to thefe very arts. In that awful moment when
glory vanithes and that the empty name they had
acquired by their deceit is no more; the difciple
of feduction lords it over his mafter. When their
realon calls on them to make ufe of that liberty,
(fo much cried up when oppofed to their God) to
reconcile themfelves with him they. had blaf-
phemed, even to their very remorfe, is facrificed
to the vanity of their fchool: when it calls on
them to ufe that courage they hadfthown when.
blafpheming, it fails them in  their repentance,
and  they. thow none. but the flavilh fymptoms
of weaknefs and fear.  Under the fubje&ion of
their adepts, they expire fettered in thofe chains
which they themfelves had forged, and confumed
by that impiety, which their hearts then abhorred.
At the time of their death, hatred to Chriftianity
and the confpiracy againft the altar, was not the only
object of their fchool. Voltaire had been the father
of the Sophifters of impiety, and he lived to be the
premier chief of the Sophifters of rebellion. He
had faid to his firft adepts, « Let us cruth the altar,
< let the tcmples be deftroyed and let not a fingle
: £ worﬂnpper ;
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% worlhipper be left to the God of the' Chiftians i
and his ' fchool foon re-cthoed with the. ‘ery fof
' Let us breakthe*{ceptres; let the thrones be de-
e firoyed; and let not a fingle fubje& be left to the
¢ kings of the earth.”” Tt is from their mutual fuc-
cels; the combined revolution is to be'generated,
" which grafping the Hatchet, thall in Erance over-

throw the altar and the thlone, murder ‘the pon-
tiffs, ﬁuke off the head of the monarch, and proualy
menace the kings of the earth and’ all’ Chriffian
- alrars, with a fimilar fite.—~We' have now given
the hiftory of’ the plots ‘and of the means of ‘the
ANTICHRISTIAN ConsPIRACY, or of the Sophiffers
| of Dpiety. | Before we! begin ‘that'of the AxTi=
MonarRcHIAL CoNsPIRACY, or of the Sophifters
of Rebellion; let 'us refled onthe extraordinary
illufion’ Philofophifm has' put upon all ‘nations;
which!may be ‘confidered as having been one of
the moft powerful agents of the feét.

AL L CTAD
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CHAP, XIX.

Of the great Delufion which rendered the Conjpiracy

againft the Altar fo fucce(sful.

N the firft part of thefe Memoirs on Jacobi-
nifm, our object was to demonftrate the ex-
iltence, to unmafk the chiefs and deduce the means
and progrefs of a confpiracy, planned and executed
by men, known by the name of Philofophers,
againft the Chriftian religion, without diftinétion
of Proteftantifm or Catholicity, without even ex-
cepting thofe numerous fects which had fprung\up :
in England or Germany, ‘or in any other part of
the univerfal ‘world, ‘provided they did but adore
the God of Chriftians.  Tounfold this myftery of
impiety, we had promifed ‘to ‘adduce'our proofs
folely from their own records, that s/ from their
letters, writings or avowals,” and we flatter out-

_{elves with having given real hiftorical demonftra-

tion of it, fufficient to convince' the reader, the

" moft difficult of conviction.. Let us for a moment

examine what pretenfions its authors could have
had to be ftyled PurLosoprErs, a name which

gave them fo much weight in their confpiracy-

The
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The generality of men attending rather to words
thanthings, this affetation of dominion over wifdom
. and reafon, proved a very fuccefsful weapon in
~ their hands. Had they called themfelvesunbelievers
i or the declared enemies of Chriftianity, Voluaire
- and D’Alembert would have been the execration
of all Europe, while only calling themfelves Prr-
LOSOPHERS, they are miftaken for fuch. Isnot
their fchool to this day, venerated by many as
_ _that of Philofophy, notwithftanding the numerous
~_maffacres, and all the horrid difafters which we
~ + have feen naturally flowing from their confpiracy.
~  And every man who will adopt their way of think-
| ing on religion, ftyles himfelf a Philofopher |—
| Thisis 2 delufion of more confequence than can Deluﬁon
. be xmagmed and has carried the number of adepts 7 \.\ordPhl-
. perhaps farther than any other of their artifices, lofophy.
| Aslongas their fchool fhall be miftaken for that
I of reafon, numberlefs will be the thoughtlefs perfons
| who, pretending to depth of thought, will adopt
I the fentiments of a Volraire or a Diderot, of a
[ D’Alembert or a Candorcet, and confpue like
- them; againft the altar; and that difaftrous blaft
I will once more fpread around the throne, and over
all the orders of fociety.—Their oaths, their
withes and their plots haye been laid open ;
. whence then are their pretenﬁons to wlfdomp Is
. it not the hiftorian’s duty to tear off that mafk of
= hypocrxfy, which, has mifled {uch numbers of
: A a 3 adepts,

N
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adepts, who miferably fecking: to {oar above: the,
vulgar, have only funk  into imipiety, gazing after
this: pretended Philofophy.+The empty: founds:
of Reafony Philofophby and F/ifdsm, have made them
believe ithemfelves infpired, when like: Voltaire,
they hated or ‘defpifed the religion'of : Chrift. But
it is time they fhould know that they have only
been the dupes:of defigning men. « Let: them
hearken, the numerous proofs: we ' thave adduced,
give ‘us ‘a right to berheard when we!tell-them,
<¢'that at the fchool of the' confpirators they have
“ 'miftaken the leffons of hatred and phrenzy, for!:
thofe of reafon ; they have been the dupes of:
folly and madnefs; under the: cloak of reafon;
of ignorance, under the pretence of fcience ; of
vice' and depravity, under the mafk of virtue;
and their zeal for Philofophy, ftill makes them
err through all the tortuous windings of wicked-
nefs and impiety.” ' We do not, pretend, in
holding fuch language, to: difpute  the - talents of
the premier chiefl  That his poetic genivs thould
enjoy itfelf in fickions, on'the banks: of Parnaflus,:
or on the heights of Pindus, is: much' to be ad-/
mired ; but is he for that, to fubftitute thofe fic-:
tions for truths ? The greater his genius, the [lefs
we are‘aftonifhed to fee him' entangled, when he
Hast ence ' iadopred error, +If fupidity can never
atrain to genius, the genis that dares to foar.above
sealon, is nat for that the lefs within the regions of
dalirium,.

»

~

«r

~

¢

~

<

=~

~

£
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\ defivium. © In'la raging fever, will not - your
. ftrength be redoubled, but what more humbling
ficht for: man! Where then the excufe of geniué
! .or'of talents in-the Sophifter confpiring againft his
God 2 Can the iadepts, who believe itheir mafter
. "to be a Philofopher even to his laft moments, ad-
mite that frantic rage in which he expired? But
firft ‘let them tell'us what other titles he may have

" to the empire of reafon.

“What Philefophy can there be in that extraor-
. dinary butred which Voltaire had fworn againft the

' God of Chriftianity ? That a Nero fhould have

* fworn to crufh the Chriftians and their God, may

_ be explained, becaufe the idea could only have
. been thatiof a cruel montter. | That aDioclefian

' fhould have fworn it, may be underftood, becaule

{ the idolatrous tyrant thought to appeafe the anger
* of hit gods -and avenge their glory. That a Ju-

lian, mad enough to reftore the worfhip-of idols,

. fhould have fworn it, ‘appeats only to have been
. a confequenice of his former delirium. . But that

. apretended fage, who neither believes in the God,

. of the Chriftians, nor in the Gods of the Pagans'-,r
" and that knows not in what God to believe,

" fhould vent all his rage and fury precifely againt.

" Chrift, is one of thofe phenomenons of imodern
Philofophifim,. which can be cxplaincd":._buc» gs the
delirium of the impious man.. A i o0 et

sitenidm Asasr Ll  signlido;

J

59,
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1do not pretend by this to exclude frem the

“fchool of reafon every one who is: not fortunate
. enough to be within the pale of Chriftianity ; let

that man rank with an Epictetus or a Sencca, or

before the Chriftian ®ra, with a Socrates or a
- Plato, who has been unfortunate enough not to
have known the proofs of Chriftianity.  But this

real Philofophy of reafon fought, what Voltire
has confpired to deftroy.. The greateft of Socra-

fes’s difciples pants for the coming of that juft man

Who hall diffipate the darknefs and the doubts of
the fagc, I hear him exclaim,  Let him come
< that man, let him come who will teach us our
¢ duties towards the Gods, and our duty towards
¢ man. Let him come inceffantly; I am ready

¢ to obey whatever he may ordain, and I hope he

¢ will make me a better man *.? Such is the lan-

-guage of the Philofophy of reafon. I think I

behold him again, when in the bitternefs of his

heart he forefecs, that fhould this juft man appear

upon earth, he would be fcoffed at by the wicked,
buffeted and fcourged, treated - in a word - as the
outcaft of men F. That man has appcared fo' much

fought for by the Pagan Phxlofopher, and the con-

{piring. Sophifters, a D’Alembert or .a Volraire,

\fcek to. cruth him and yet pretend to the Philo-

. Plato in his fccond Alcﬂnades, :
© 4 Ibid, :

fophy
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fophy of reafon. Let their difciples anfwer for
“them. -1fiin the {fon of Mary they will not acknow-
““ledge the Son of the Eternal Father, let them own
him' at leaft to be that juft man fought for by
Plato—what then are their pretenfions to the Phi-

“lofophy of reafon in confpiring againft him? If

the awful teftimony of the fun being darkened, the
dead rifing fromtheir graves, the veil of the
temple being rent, cannot convince them;let them
at leaft admire the moft holy, the jufteft of men,
the prodigy of goodnefs and mecknefs, the apoflle
of. every virtue, the wonder of opprefled inno-
cence praying for his executioners—where then is
their Philofophy when they confpire againft the
Son of Man? Yes, Philofophy they had, but it
was that of the Jews, that of the fynagogue, whence
-iffued thofe' 'blafphemous cries of, Crucify him,

sccrucify him!”” or ecrufb the wretch!” Judas him-

felf confeflts him to be the juft man, and fhall he
~approach to perfection when compared to their
fchool of modern Phﬂofophy. Oh, what a Phi-
lofophy | that after feventeen centuries repeats the

- blafphemous cries which refounded i in-the courts of :

Pilate or Herod, againft the Holy of Holies I—

In vain fhall the difciple deny the hatred of Vol-
taire againft the perfon of Caurist; does he
not particularly diftinguifh Damilaville for that
hatred, does he not fign himfelf Chrift-mogue
(Chrift-fooffer), jult as he terminates his letters by

crufh
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crufh the wreteh, or. talks of the Chrifticole fupers
fticion*? . Yet whilft the Sophifter denies the power
of Chsift, he cannot refufe acknowledging: his
wifdom, his goodnefs, and his virtue.

But they may obje, that it is not fo much at
the perfon as at the religion: of Chrift they aim
their blows.  Where then is the Philofophy in at-
tacking a religion whofe effence is to enforce every
virtue, and condemn every vice.. Either before
or after Chrift, has there ever appeared a Philofo-

 pher, who has even formed the ideaof a virtue of

which this religion /does not give the precept ior
fet the example ? Is there a crime or a vice which
1t does not condemn and reprobate ? Has the world
ever {een a fage, imprefling fuch divine doétrines
with more powerful motives ¢, Either. before ot
fince Chrift, did there ever exiit laws more. con-
ducive to the interior happines. of families, or to
that of empires ? Laws that teach men the reci-
procal ties of affetion ; laws iin . fhort that more
peremptorily command’ us. to afford -each  other
mutual affiftance ? Let the Philofopher appear who
pretends to perfect this religion 5, let him be heard |
and judged.  But thould he, like. Voleaire and his
adepts, only feek to, deftroy ity let him be com-
pnfed in the common fentence of madman, nd. of

- enemy | to humamty

i e Slodl mid e

& Letter, to the Marq, D*Argence, zd March 1763,

5 EHBY ; It
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It'is only at the altars, at the myfleries of ‘that
religion; 'and not - at the morality of i, they a@iin

their blows.—In the firft place that is not'true, as’

we have already feen and  fhall fee" again. - Their
attack ‘was common on'the morality of the Gofpel,
~ asiwell as on the myfteries or the altats ‘of 'Chri-
ftianity.—But had it been true, what is ‘there'to
be found “in thefe myfteries,” {ufficient to ‘ren-
der! the  Chriftian religion” fo*hateful in'the eyes
of the Philofopher 2 ‘Do any of them' favor ‘the
crimes and’ faults of men? Do any of them coun-
terad his affetion for his neighbour, or render him
lefs attentive to his ‘own duties, lefs faithful ' to
friendfhip or gratitude, or lefs attached to his
country 2 Is there a fingle myftery which doesnot
elevate the Chriftian, ftimulate his admiration for

his God, “or fpur him on to his own happinefs, and

to the love 'of his ' neighbours > The fon ‘of God
expiring on a crofs, to open the gates of heaven to

man;’ to'teach him ‘what ‘he has to dread, thould

he by his crimes, be unfortunate enough to clofe
them again. The bread of angels, given only to

thofe who have purified themfelves from the. ‘drofs”
of fin: thofe ‘words pronounced on the mar res”
penting of his crimes, ‘and firmly purpoﬁng ra-
| ther to die than o fall ‘into them ancw. The"

_awful fight of 2 God who comes' to' judge 'the -

living and the dead; to call to him thofe who have
loved cloathcd and fed their bréthren, ivhile’ he

calts
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ca&s into eternal ﬂames the ambmom man, the
traltox and the tyxant ; the hard- hearred rich, the
bad fervant, and the violator of ‘the nuptial tie.
Laﬁly, all perfons who have not loved and helped
thc1r nelghbour Are all thefe, I fay, myfteries
at whxch the philofopher thould dire€ his
hmed or can reafon, on fuch a plea, authorife

 his confpiracy agamﬁ the religion of the Chrl-

ftians,

1 Should Voluaire and his dlfclplcs refufe to be-
heve thefe myferies, does it 1mp01t to them that
other people thould not equelly difbelicve them.
Is the Chriftian morc dangerous to them becaufe
he that forblds me to injure my brother, is the,
fame God before whom we are both one day to ap-

* pear in judgment. Is that God lefs tlerﬂendous

to the wicked, or lefs favorable to the Juﬁ be-
caufe on his word we beheve Ium to be one in
cﬁence, though three i in perfons ? This hatred of
Voltaure muft be a phrenzy which the very infidels

‘ thunfelves, could not ground on fuch pretexts.

WhaL franuc rage muft it be that blinds the So-

hlf‘ers, when in comradléhon with themfelves,
they applaud the tolerauon of the ancient Phllofo-
p‘xers, who, though d:fbehevmg the. myﬁenes of
Paoamfm, never attcmpted to rob the people of
ehgmn whllf’c on the other fide they in-

ccﬁandy confplre agamf’c Chrlﬁlamty under pre-

| tence that it contains myf’cerles
Another
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Another objection not lefs extravagant, is that
againft Revelation itfelf. It is God, they fay,
whom the Chriftians declare to have fpoken;
hence there can be no further liberty of opinion in
man on matters of faith. The Sophifter of liberty
and equality is then authorifed to rife in arms againit
Chriftianity and its myfteries. Such are their ar-
guments. But to what lengths does their phrenfy
carry them ? Voltaire, D’Alembert, and Diderot,
confpire to overthrow every altar, Roman or Luthe-
ran, Calvinift or Anglican, and that in order to
avenge the rights of liberty and toleration in mat«
ters of faith. What bedlamite idea is this > Can

- reafon be'traced through plots and confpiracies, of
which the fole tendency is the overthrow of the
univerfal religion of Europe, under pretence of
liberty of worfhip: we have heard Voltaire invok-
ing Bclerophons and Herculeffes to his aid, to
cruth the God of the Chriftians; D’Alembert,
expreffing the frantic wifh of fecing 2 whole na-
tion annihilated for its attachment to that God
and his worthip; have we not feen them for half a
_century paft, meanly confpiring and ufing all the

" artifice of cunning intrigue to rob the world of

. its religion? And becaufe they utter_the ‘?i?‘PtY

" founds of LIBERTY, EQUALITY, and TOLERATION,

 you will miftake their voice for that of Philofo-
 phy I—Far from us the idea of fuch Philofophy ;

terms themfclves muft have been changed, for thi:
L2IETIIITHT 2IUSIAD 7 e “mu
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muft be: extravagance and abfurdity ; and ‘is not
fuch REason madnefsand phrenzy ? ‘Such muft be
the ‘explanation' of thefe ‘words to ‘expound the
REAsON »and ‘PHILOSOPHY ' of ‘2’ Voltaire ‘ot a

D’Alembert, -confpiring’to crufh ‘the religion” of

Chrift. _
t.I could with tiot to have to mention Frederick
again, I refleft that he was a king; but alas! he
is alfo the royal Sophl{’cPr Let us then examine
how: far ‘philofophy mifled him; and ‘whether 'his
wifdom extended-beyond the genius of the mean=
efb adept. _

Frederick wrote, but why? It is a problem: .
Was it to impofe on the public, or to delude him=
felf? decide it who can: - Probably for both, which
he feems to have fucceeded in. © Frederick’ would
forgetimes. write in favor of Toleration, and he
was believed. to be tolerant. - In the Monthly Re-
wiew; October 17945 page 154, we fee him cried:

- Up as amodel of toleration; and thefollowing paf>"

fage of his works is quoted: < I never will con-
< ftrain opinions on matters of religion, I dread®

~ ““religious wars above all others. I have been {0

« fortunate that none of the fets who  refide in
 in. my ftates, have ever’ difturbed civil order.
“.We mult leave to the people: the’ objeéts of !
s theu- belief, ‘the form of their devotion, their
« opinions, and ever their prejudices. It is for this

- “reafon T have tolerated pricfls and monks, IN

SPITE
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t seiTE of Poltaire and D’ Alembert, who bave
. QUARRELLED WITH ME ON THIS HEAD. 1l have
¢ the greateft veneration for all our modern Phit
« lofophers, but indeed I.am compelled to7ae-
< knowlege that 2 GENERAL' TOLERATION iSOt
<« the predominant virtue in thefe gentlemen.” From
this the editors draw' many excellent conclufions
by objeéting  the wifdom of Frederick’s doérine
to the atrocious perfecutions ‘and ferocious intol-
leration of the French Sophifters; but the reader’
who has feen him ftimulate thefe fame Philofo-
phers to, overthrow the altar, o crufh the wreich:
who has feen him trace the plan fo ‘much admired
by Voltaire as that of e Great Captain for the
defiruétion of  the! priefts and ‘monks, in” order
to attack the bifhops and w0 compafs the “over-
throw. of religion* : who ‘has heard him ‘decide
that the Antichriftian Revolution, which he fo
much longed 40 Jee, could only be accomplifhed
by a- fuperior force and that' rbe fentence which was
difinitively ¢o ¢crufb religion was fo #/fuc from govern-
ment +; will the 'reader I fay, recognize | the tole-
ration of the fophiftical monarch! No, he will
pafs the fame judgment on the Sophifter which -
the editors have ‘paffed on the “difciples of that
fehool; . < When suct MEx tell'us their aé;gﬁ
€ 45 20 mrry into pmﬁzrg aZZ the perfeﬁwn qf T /ﬂeary, ;

-

% Vlde fupra, Chap VI £

1- z4th March 1767, 13th Auguft 1775.
aawe
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« we know not which we ought principally te
¢ feel our D1SGUST or 1NDIGNATION.” But let
us revere the mopatch, let us vent our indigna-
tion againft tl thatﬂantlc Philofophifm which involves
in darknefs the royal adept on his throne, as it did
his mafters in_their fanhedrims -and fecret aca-
demics, exadxca,tmg ﬁom man_every {ymptom of
reafon.

Ifany thmg could paint the folly of the mafters
in ftronger colors, it would be that empty pride

- of the adepts at the period when they look upon

the grand object of their confpiracy to be accom-
plithed. Religion was mourning oyer her altars
ogrerthrown, her temples profaned;. when Con--
dorcet exalting the triumph of Voltaire, exclaims:
« Here at length it is permitted openly to pro-
¢ claim the. right, fo long difufed, of reducmg
« gl opmlons to the ﬁandard of owr own reafon ;
that is to 2y, to employ, in order to attain to
truth, the only implemens that has been given
us to recognize it.} Mean learns thh a certain
prlde, that he is not defigned by nature to

Dbelieve on the afﬁrmanon of others; and the

{fuperftitions. of antiquity, the degradation of
reafon in the. phrenfy of a fupernatural faith,
are vamfhed from focxety as thcy were. from

o
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“Condorcet when writing thefe words no doubt

meant to defcribe the triumph of reafon, over
revelation and over the whole Chriftian religion.
~ The adepts applaud, and like him; believe in the
. pretended triumph of reafon. But it had not Tlefs
caufe than religion to mourn over fuch triumphs.
Was it then, to reinftate man in the right of bring-
\ ing his opinions to the teft of reafon, that the So-
- phifters had with unelenting fury confpired againft
the religion of Chrift? What could they have in-
tended by this teft? Was it to exercife the right
of only believing what their reafon when con-
vinced, invited them to believe? If fo, where
the neceflity of confpiring? Does the religion of
Chrift command man to believe what his en-
lichtened reafon does not induce him to believe 2
Is it not to convince our reafon that Chriftianicy
furrounded itfelf with inconteftable proofs, that
Chrift and his Apoftles wrought numberlefs mi-
racles; that religion has preferved its records, and
that her paftors invite the Chriftian to the fpirit
of refearch, that he may know what has been
proved and what he ought to believe; that her

apoftles formally dcplar,é,‘ that his faith, bis fub-_ .

miffion [fbould be reafonable (rationabile obfequium
veftrum); and can the Sophifter hence infer that
confpiracies and the darkeft plots are neceffary

to vindicate the rights of reafon believing in reli-

gion? A religion whofe God is the God of reafon;
Vou: 1 Bb - whofe
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whofe tenets are the tenets of reafon ; whofe rights
are the rights of reafon rejecting fophiftry and
falfe prejudices, but whofe duty is to believe from
the numerous proofs of the power, of the fanctity,
of the ‘wifdom and fublimity of the God who
fpeaks, and on the authenticity of his word.

If by the rights of reafon the Sophifter means
the right of only believing what his® reafon can
conceive, and that ceafes to be myfterious; then |
thefe rights of reafon muft truly border ‘on phrenfy. ;
The Sophifter is no longer to believe in the light

" of the day nor the darknefs of the night, tll

light and its action on man fhall ceafe to be 3
myftery; no' longer fhall he believe in the oak
tower ng’ over the foreft, raifed from an acornj
nor in the humble flower glowing in the brighteft
¢olors; no longci' thall ‘he believe'in ‘man, fuc-
ceeding from generation to generation; nature
fhall be denied, and his own exiftence remain 2
doubt until all is clearly conceived by his. reafon,
and that the veil of myftery fpread over thefe
various ‘obje&ts fhall be rent afunder~—Thus to
attain the honors of mcxeduhty, he fubmits to the

; garb of folly.

How different is the language of the real fage!
His ‘reafon declares that objects once provcd are
to ‘be ‘believed, however myfterious they may
be, under the penalty of ‘abfurdity; for then they
are believed to exift becaufe their exiftence is
wite St s demon-
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demonftrated, and not as the Sophifter  would
pretend, becaufe their nature is inconeeivable.
But another right equally inconceivable and
triumphantly inculcated by Condorcet is that of
being reduced! ix order to attain 1o truthy to the only
implement that has been given us to diftingusfp it !
If then nature has left me in the dark, on objects
" of the greateft importance, on my future ftate;
+ on the means of avoiding a deftiny I dread, or
of obtaining the lot I defire; the man,who fhall
diffipate the mift with which I am furrounded,
will have robbed me of my rights? Why did he
~ not fay that the right of the blind man is alfo to
keep to the -only inftrument -nature had given
him, and that it would be encroaching on his
rights if he that has eyes, fhould attempt to lead
him? Why did he not conclude that the blind
man had alfolearned with a fort of pride. that
nature had never defigned that he fhould believe
in light on the affertion of another.—What phi-
lofophic  pride is that of the Sophifter ! His
reafon is_degraded by a Jupernasural_faith!—
Chriftianity, he thinks, has debafed his reafon by
*  raifing it above the fphere of this world; he thinks
" the God of Chriftians has,vilified man by explain-
ing to him his eternal deftiny, and leaving him the
memory of his miracles as a proof of: his word.
—Such a preteafion ‘Was the grand. plea for the
Antichriftian Confpitacy, jand dared they inyoke
e R o the
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the name of reafon? Were they believed ito be
Philofophers ? 'And do ‘many ‘as yet labor under:
¢his error ?—But let us’return to their mafters, to
Voltaire, D’ Alembert and Diderot, let us fhow to
the’ adepts, the unfortunate ' dupes of ignorance
alfo decorated ‘with the title of Philofophers.
—To accomplifh this, it will only be’ neceffary;
to point out the moft formal avowals and’'mutual
confidences of thefe pretended Philofophers.
Docs God exift, or does he not ?—Have I a foul
to fave, ot have T not ?—Is this life to be entirely
{pent for my prefent intereft P—Am I to believe
ina future ftate >—Is this God, this foul and this
future ftate what I am told, or am I to believe
quite arother thing >—Such certainly are the ele-
nientaty queftions of true fcience, of Philofophy
the moft appofite to the happinefs of ‘man both
in itfelf and in its confequences. On’'queftions
of fuch importance, what do thefe affuming fages
teply, what are their mutual anfwers to each’othet,
at the very time they are confpiring againtt Chrift?
“T1as not the reader feen their letters,’ their own
‘expreffions; did not thefe ‘men, who pretended to
“the empire of knowledge, formally and repeatedly
“declare ‘that they were ‘unable even' to form an
“opinion ‘on any of thefe queftions. “Voltaire con-
“fiilted “by the citizen or by the prince, ‘confults

~_D’Alembert in his turn, whether there is a God,.

-whether he has. afoul; and a.zen Jigues (I do not
% gdidn : know), :
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- know), is the anfwer he receives—Thefe muft be
ftrange Philofophers indeed, uncertain on the very
principles of. Philofophy ; whence can they affume
the title of rulers of reafon, they who are igno-
rant of that {cience on which the morals, principles
and bafis of fociety reft; on which the duties of
man; of the father of a family and of the citizen, of
the prince and. of the fubject, on which in fhort,
 their conduct and happinefs, entirely depend ?
What < can ibe their fcience on.man if they are
-perfectly ignorant of his nature?. What can be
their doGrine on his duties; on his grand con-
. cerns;. if they are ignorant of his future deftiny ?
~ What  is, that Philofophy which barely teaches
e that 1 am ever to be in the dark with regard
to thofe Objﬁ& which moft concern me and thofe
Lam tolive with ?
: - We have {feen D’Alembert, in order to hide hls
B Jgnorance, ablurdly cxcu[incr it by anfwermg, that
it could be of little. concern to, man, not to be
able to folve thefe quettions on the foul, on God,

: ,Or on a future frate = - We have feen Voltalrc‘

.declaring that nothing .was known. of thefe firft
.pringiples; yet ewn that . uncertainty was. 2 dlf-

_{elf, he adds, that; certainty, is, andmulous_f’catc
Lo that of a quack t: - Thus becaufe |

% Letter to Voltaire zgth ofjuly and 4th of Auguﬁ 17
1- Letter toithe" Prince Reyal 'of ‘Prufiia; 28ih Novi. \1‘770

Bbgs 1s

,agrecable. flate; but pleadmg this unccrtamty it- :
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is ignorant on thefe queftions, it can little import
man to know whether his concerns extend fo
further than this mortal life, or whether a happy
or an unhappy eternity is to be his fate. - Becaufe
the latter is equally ignorant, though more un-
happy in his ignorance, man is to defpife’ who-
ever fhall pretend to difpel his doubts; Chrift .
and his Apoftles are to be treated with ridicule,
and cerainty fhall be the doétrine of a Quack:
~—This cannot be ignorance alone, it muft be
pride and folly; what! Man is to be buried in
darknefs, becaufe the jealous eye of the Scphifter

1s dazzled with the light.
Dupesof  Hatred, jealoufy and deftrution contain the
iifé:ﬁfg whole fcience of thefe pretended fages. Hate
fﬁ; vir- the Gofpel, calumniate its author, overthrow his
altars, and your {cience will be that of 'the modern
Philofopher. ' Profefs YOurfclf a Deift, an Atheift,
a Sceptic, a Spinofift, .in fhort, whatever you
‘pleafe; deny or affirm, fet up a dottrine” or a
‘worfhip in oppofition to the religion of ‘Chrift,
or fet up none, that'is not what either the fect ot
Voltaire himfelf requires to conftitute a'modern
Phllofopher When afked what doctrine he withed
“to fubftitute to that of Chrift, did he not think
_hmfelf authorifed to anfwer,I have delivered them
from the phyficians (he called the ‘clergy phyfi-
cians), ‘what farther fervice do’ they ' require?
Reqmrc‘ havc you not mfeétcd them with' the

DAs il [ 2530 bootd plague ?

e
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plague ? Have you not unbridled every paffion ?
And what remedies have you left them? In “vain
were it for us to challenge Voltaire and his pane-
gyrift Condorcet, they will not anfwer.—No, fol-
low their example; declare all religious truths to
be erroneous, falfe, or popular prejudices, to be
_fuperftition and fanaticifm; glory in deftrution,
little troubling yourfelf with fubftituting fcience
for ignorance, or truth for error; to have deftroyed
will. fuffice, and for that you fhall be entitled
to the high-founding name of a modern Philofo-
pher. ;

At this rate, the reader’s furprife muft ceafe,

at the numerous tribe of Philofophers to be found.-

in every rank, of all ages and fexes. But at fuch
.. a rate can an honeft man pride himfelf in the title
of Philofopher. Such a fcience is, alas! but too
eafilyacquired, It isasyetaproblem why Voltaire,
on his outfet, feemed to confine his views to the

higher claffes, to kings, nobles and the rich, why -

he  thould have excluded beggars and the rabdle.
On feeing the guefts fmile at the blafphemies ut-
tered at table, will not the footman foon equal his

- mafter in the Philofophic {cience, will he not alfo
learn to fcoff at the pontiffand the paftor, atthe altar
-and the gofpel ! Will not the butchering Marfeillois,
Jike Condarcet, gloryin having caft off thofe vulgar

- prejudices, when in thofe bloody murders of Sep-
_tember, he overthrows the altar and ftains its fteps
- with the blood of its priefts and pontiffs. TLike
: g Bba Voltaires
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3 Voitalre, will he not {tyle this, the Age of Reafon,
“and of enlightened Philofophy ?  Harangue. the
vileft of the populace;; tell them that the priefts
are impofing on them, that hell is of their inven-

tion, that the time is come to throw off the yoke
of fanat1c1im and fuperftition, to afcrt the hbcrty
of their reafon ; ;5 and in a few mlnutes, the ignorant
plough-boy will rival, in Philofophic {cience, the moft
Yearned of the adepts. - The language may vary,
but the {cience will be the fame. They will hate

‘with the adept, and will deftroy what he withed to
cruth,  The more ignorant and ferocious they are,

the more cafily fhall they adopt your hatred,
which conftitutes the whole of this fophifticated

- {cience.

If adepts are fought for in another line, it is eafy
to increafe their numbers, but without adding to
the fcience of the fect.. Thus let the daughter of
Necker but find fome impertinent farcafm of hers
againlt the Gofpel, taken for wit by D’Alembert,
and fhe immediately becomes as Philofophic as
he, and as void of rel igiousprejudices as fifter
Guillemetta. It had aftonithed many to fee, the
numbers of young fops, who were aheady ftyled
phﬂofophcrs, when they fcarce ‘had had..time- to
read any thing, except a few i Impious pamphlets
But this age of en 1ghtencd Phﬂofophy, Can 110
los fubje& of furprife, .

;Wh_.a.t:.!'
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What !'fhall every wanton coquette partake of
this Philofophy, thall every hufband or wife, who
Acoffs at conjugal fidelity, fhall every fon who,
throwing alide ali fentiments of duty, and denying
“the authority of a parent, fhall they all be ftyled

Philofophers ? The courtier deftitue of morals, or

the ‘man who is 2 flave to, and imprudently gives
loofe to his paffiens, they alfo will glory in_the
«namc of Philofopher ! Voltaire, in fpite of all
“their vices, rejefts none of thefe from his fchool,
‘provided they "have the neceffary requifites of
feoffing at the myfteries, of infulting the priefthood,
and hating the God of the gofpel. Certainly thefe
cannot be fimply the dupes of ignorance, miftaken
for fcience. No; thefe muft be the children of
corruption {ubftituted for the fchool of vircue.
That folly, that frantic rage which confumes Vol-
taire, confpiring againft his God, or fetting. hea-
ven at defiance, when he writes to D’Alembert,
F20eity years more and God will be in a pretty plight,
‘or when he repeatedly writes to Damilaville, cru/5,
crnfp the Wretchs that I fay may be more wprthy of
pity than of blame, Yes, Volaire in the phrenfy
of his rage is to be pitied.  That ;nu‘lrit,u,de Qf
adepts, of noblemen, minifters, and Céﬁ??“% are o
be ‘excufed, who without having the leaft idea of
Philofophy; have believed themielves Pﬁ:ilgfbp_llﬁc;l;;;,
 being mifled by thofe impious Sophifters. I'will

noteven alk them, fince when could the bare titleof
‘ : Philofopher, -

377



78

THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONS%’IRACY.

Philofopher; affumed by Frederick and Voltaire,
fuffice to conflitute them mafters in a fcience of
which they openly profefled their ignorance and
contempt; I will not tell them, that if Frederick,
confummate in the art of war, could form warriors;
that if Voltaire, rivalling Corncille, could give
leflons to the poet, neverthelefs they were both
equally ignorant in point of religion. I will not
fay to them, that this latter is a {cience like  all
others, requiring great application and fludy, in

iorder to excel; that it was abfurd to look for

mafters and teachers in men who blafphemed what
they'neither underftood nor fought to underftand;;
in men, who often ftammering out a petty fophifin,
which they deemed unanfwerable, refembled the
child, who dathes the watch on the ground becaufe
the fpring is hidden from him. Such would be
the reflexions of common fenfe, which thould have
rendered the fchool of  the Sophifters at leaft
fulpeéled, if not abfurd and ridiculous to its adepts;

when Frederick combats the Sorbonne; or Voltaire

St. Thomas ; when D’Alembert attacks St. Au-

gultin, or Sifter Guillemetta St. Paul.

"o Itis poffible, that all thefe great: Sophifters,
 debating on divinity, religion and tenets, may have
<been ‘miftaken by the ignorant adepts for learned
I dottors. - But when the whole fehool, treating: of

morality and virtue, pretend to direct them folely
-k’zy,thc?rulg,s .of natural religion, the very thadow

PR The of
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of a pretext for their delufion, difappears. - From
cafting an eye on the fe&, could they perceive a
fingle adept who, ‘'under the direction of Voltaire
or D’'Alembert, had quitted his religion to become
a better father or a better fon; a better hufband
ora better man, in fhort more virtuous! Would
not the fimple réflexion have fufficed; that this
pretended Philofophy of virtue had regularly been
the refuge of all thofe men who were publicly
known to fcoff at every duty, at all morality :
that when the friends to religion reproached them
with the' diffolutenefs of their morals, they-as/con-
ftancly anfwered with .a fort of fneer; fuch re-
proaches may do for men, who have not as yet
thaken off the prejudices of the Gofpele—but we
are  Philofophers; and we know ‘what ‘to be-
lieve !

It would be' impofiible to hide, that every vice

was cloaked under fuch a Philofophy ; the faithles

wife, the profligate youth, the' man practifing every
“arty whether juft 'or unjuft, to attain his ends, even
to the'loofe women whofe charaéters were openly
difparaged, all:decorated themielveswith the high-
founding name : of Modern ‘Philofophers.. None
~would have dared to juftify their ‘criminal conduét
- by anfwering,—I am a Chriftian;—I believe in the
3 Gofpe].-.—Lct not the! chiefs charge the error and
‘ignorancei on the difciples. The,adept knew but
t00 well “that nothing but the: name ‘of ‘virtue re-
mained
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g mamed in' the fchool'of the Sophifters; that the -
gxeater proorefs he” made’in ' their fcxcnce, the
mote he adopted their ‘principles, by fetting at
defiance the reproach of the virtuous man, and by
finothering the cries of his own confeienices™ It is
true "they 'had not' barefacedly blafpliemed: ‘the
morality 'of ‘the Gofpel, ' but they had ‘erafed from
ehicir code all thofe virtaes which religion maintains
20 be defeended from Feaven. He''had feen the long
litk'of thofe which'they called fZerile and's zmagmary
virtues; or Virtues of prejudice; he had feen erafed
from their code; all that lift of real virtues fuch as
modefty “and’ cotitinence, conjugal * fidelity and
filial ‘piety; g gratitude and forgivenefs of ‘injuties,
dlﬁntere&edne{’s, even probuy itfelf *. 7 “To'thefe
virtues they had fubftituted ambition, pride; vain
gloty, the ‘pleafures and the’ paffions, /T heit to-
fality acknowledged ho other virtue ¢han ' that
which is' advantageous; nor vi'cé but' that’ which is
Buriful in this worlds " and 'virtae iis declared to ‘be
but® an enpry “dream' if the virtuous: man isun-
happy t." Perfonal ‘intereft 'is 1aid" down “as the
fole/* principle-'of all Philofophie” virtues; they
fometimes indeed 'name dengfivence asione; but that
is merely as an excufe o' difpenfe:thermn from the
pratice of every qther virtue.  Friend, do good to

* See the original texts quoted 1
vol. 5.

i Vlde fupra, nofe (o gth chapler. Borel i ok i
‘ ué
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- #i5 and we will overlook every thing, elfey. is, the ex-

prefs doctrine of Voltaire *: but that was, not, all.
It was neceflary; to ‘bring the adepts - to.idoubt
even of the exiftence of virtue, to doubt whether
in morality there exifted a right and' wrong; and
it was-to fuch a queftion  that Voltaire -did not
bluth to anfwer, non Jiguet (it is not known)$.. As
a further ftep they were to decide,, that all that.is
called ¢ perfection, | impetfetion,  righteoufnefs,
¢ wickednefs, goodnefs, falfchood; wifdom, folly,
¢¢ only differed from each other by their fenfations
< of pleafure or pain .7 .« That the more ‘the

-

-

-

ss.lefs he dared -to. affert. that it depended any
¢ _more on man to be pufillanimouss, choleric, via
<¢_cious or voluptuous, than it did. to be {quint=
< eyed, bump-backed or lame §.”. Such were
the leffons of the confpiring Sophifters, and cani it
be believed that fuch leflons could be miftaken
for thofe of virtue and Philofophy.?

. Had the adept been. certain as to the, exiftence
of vice and virtue, of what confequence would this
diftintion have been,to him, when his -maflers
teach him, that man is born for happinefs, and that
the lattcr confifts 1. pleafure, or tﬁe abjeme of

. Fragments on dlv.rs [ubjeé\s, Art Vnz TUE.

+ Philofophical Dl&lonary, Art, Tour EST BIEN.
: ;:I et ofThrafybnlus

§ Encyclopedxa, Geneva edmon, Art. Vx 2R

BV 7,
pain.

¢ Philofopher examined the nature of  things, the i
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'g’mz'iz #. When laying afide all folicitude for his

foul; he is taught- that- zhe motto of the wife man
ought to-be to watch over - bis body 5 or that it is -
by pleafure that God j};':nulale: to virtue T, . Such
are the leffons taught by Voltaire, Diderot and
D’Alembert; the chiefs of the confpirators.
“"What motives to virtue did thefe chiefs fuggeft
to their adepts when they declared that a God
neither 7egards: their - virtnes mor their wices, that

S rhe Jeer of this Gop s an abfolute jzlly ! Or when

wifhing to ftifle all remorfe of confcience, they
tell them that ¢ the man void of fear is above the
s Jaws—That a bad action, when ufeful, can be.
¢ committed without remorfe—That remorfe is
t¢.no other than the fear of men and of their
¢ laws.”’ - When carrying ' their doérine beyond
all abfurdity, they on one: fide: affert the. liberty
of opinions in order to leave man free to choofe
the falfe; while, on the other fide they deftroy in
tim all, hbeny of ation to fmother all fymptoms
of: remorfe |

:Such \was the doctrine of the Sophifters. - In
vain’ would ‘they  attempt ito deny it ; all their
writings are full of “it, and particularly thofe which

thry moft extolled as their principal mafter-pieces;

esr, uchin
2 E yeloPedla, Art Harprxess, and Preface,

+ D’Alembert on the Blements of Phxlofophy, No. 5.

1 Voltaire’s Difeourfe on Happinefs.

| See theirtexts quoxcd in the Helvian Letters, vol. 3.

b L : What ‘
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Wihit could have been the conduct of thefe great:

philofophers, had they undertaken to draw up a’

- ¢ode of 'villainy and depravity 2 ‘What more could
be' required to demonftrate to the world that this

pretended age of philofophy was no other than that:
of vice; ‘than that of wickednefs erganized into’

principles ‘and precepts for the ufe of the aban-

doned, to whom they might be advantageous.

383

The only plea that can' be left to the numbers Dupes of
wicked-

~ of adepts who ftyled themfelves: Philofophers, in
alleviation of their criminality, is the amazing
conftancy and ‘artfulnefs which it required from
the chiefs, to propagate their principles, and en-
fure the fuccefs of their confpiracy.

But with ‘thefe artifices, thefe intrigues, whac
was their phllofophy ? Let as mppofe that during
the “life-time "of " Voltaire, of Frederick, ors of
D’Alembert, and before depravity had attained to
fuch @ height, let us fuppofe that the frequent and
repeated orders given to the confpirators, of
frike, but hide your bond, had been known!let us
fuppofe that the people had been acquainted with
all the tortuous ~means fecretly ufed 'to feduce
them; would any one then have traced the aétions
of the Philofopher; in fuch dark hypocrify,: i
fuch perpetual diffimulation, or in the ambulhes
which were tacir only means of fuccefs )

nefs.

At the time when D’Alembert and Coﬂdorcét, :

. Dideror, Helvetius and Turgot, held their fittings
50 : Sar
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at the Hotel D'Holbach, under the name of
(ﬁcdnomil‘cs, and under the pretence of meditat=
ing on the happinefs of the people, had it been
known by that fame people, that they were only
plotting againft. the altars of the God whom it
adored ; had it been known that thofe teachers,
¢ho had been appointed to inftruct the rifing
generation, were only the impious emiffaries of
D’Alembert; fent to corrupt its morals; that all
thofe hawkers of books fold at {o low a rate, were
the agents of the fecret academy, employed to
circulate its poifons from towns to villages, and
thence 1o the pooreft cotrages ; would fuch means;
1 afl;, have entitled the feét to that refpect and ve-
neration. which it has ufurped? Their wicked
. plots; once detected, could fuch fages have fufs
.~ ficed to have given to the century they lived in the
appellation of the Philofophic Age & No: without
doubt, horror would have fucceeded to this ad-
miration, and had the laws remained filent, public
indignation would have avenged Philofophy of
the infamous plots carried on under the cloak of
itsamarues : :
- Let then this age of pretended Philofophy, caft
" off the delufion under which it has been led away,
a delufion arifing perhaps more from its own vices
~ and corruption, than from the arts of the confpira«
- tors; let it blufh and repent, ‘That unpolithed
. multitude, confefling its inexpericnce in  the ways

i of
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of the Sophifters, whom inftinétive virtue fo long

preferved from' the arts of feduction, may be ex=
cufable ; but let thofe thoufands of adepts, 'who

‘are to be found in the eourts and palaces of the

great, in the feats of literature, let them refle& on
and fcrutinize their paft conduct. In adopting
impiety they believed themfclves Philofophers,
‘In throwing off the yoke of the Gofpel, and laying
afide its virtues rather than its myfteries, they
miftook the empty founds of prejudice and Juper-
Jtition,” perpetually repeated by the Sophifters, for
profound reafoning. They were ignorant that the
word prejudice only fignifies an opinioh void of

proofs; and that they themfelves had become.

flaves to prejudice, by cafting off a religion of

which they gloried in not having ftudied the -

proofs, while yet they read all the calumnies that its
encmies could compde againft ic, Let them fcck
fill further claims to this Phxlofophy in their own
hearts : was it not to that lukewarm wearinefs. for

the virtues of the Gofpel they wefe indebted for:

their admiration of the confpirators: Was it not
the love of their paffions which made thema prey
to incredulity, far more than all the intriguesiand

ambuthes of the Sophifters? It is much to be .
feared, that that man is already wicked, who makes
himfelf fo happy and glories {0 ~much in follow-
ing the apoftles of chkednefs, or fmall indeed
muft have been his portion of Philofophy, if fuch -

VoL, [ Cic ‘ duphmty

5
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~ duplicity, fuch meannefs, and fuch confpiracies
could have been miftaker for wildom or virtue.
- Whatever may have ‘been the caufes, it was
ordained, that an age duped by the intrigues and
confpiracies of impicty thould glory in ftyling
itlelf the ge of Philofophy. It was ordained that
“an age, a dtjpc to the frantic rage of impiety fub-
ftituted to reafon, a dupe to the oaths of hatred
and the with of crufhing all religion, miftaken for
tolefétion, for relicious liberty and equality, to
ignorance for fcience, to depravity for virtue, a
~dupe in thort to all the intrigues and plots of the
the moft profound wickednefs miftaken for the
proceedings and means of wifdom 5 it was ordain-
ed, T fay, that this Age of Philofiphy thould alfo
be a dupe to the plots of the rebellious Sophifters,
miftaken for the love of fociety and the bafis of
public happinefs. S
IVTVhe confpiracy againft the altar, the hatred
fworn by the chiefs againft their God, were not
the only legacies bequeathed by the: chiefs to
this {chool of modern philofophy.  Voltaire was
the father of the Sophifters of Impiety, and be-
- fore his death he becomes the chief of the Sophi-
L frersof Rebellion. He had fzid to his firft adepts,
o Letus cruth'the altar, and Iet not a fingle altar
~nor a fingle worthipper be left to the God of
Chriflians ; and his fchool foon refounded with the
- cry of, Let us crufb the Jeeptre, and let not a fingle
i ‘ Ol throne
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thxone, nor a fingle fubject be left to the kings
of the earth! Tt was from the mutual fuccefs of
thefe two {chools, that the revolution was to be
generated in France, which, grafping the hatchet,
was at the fame time to deftroy the altar of
the living God, and imbrue its fteps with the
blood of its pontiffs; to overturn the throne,
and ftrike off the head of the unfortunate
Lewis XVI.; menacing all the altars of Chriften-
dom, all the kings of the earth with a fimilar fate,
To the plots contrived under the veil of liberty
and equality, applied to religion, and of religious
~ toleration, are to fucceed thofe begotten under
the veil of political liberty and equality. The
‘myfteries of the fecond confpiracy, of the Sopbifiers
of Rebellion, combining with thofe of mpiety, in
order to generate the modern Jacosins, will be
the objet of the Sccond Part of thefe Memoirs.

END OF THE FIRST PART.,






