

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































844 ON ' THE DUTIES' OF

metropolis; and particularly in fashionable
ﬁm&h&s are,in several respect&,kotally res
1ant to the cultivationof affection and
connubiab: happiness. = The: husband-and
the wife: are systematically kept asunder;
Separate establishments, separate :sets of
acquaintance, :separate. -amusements, all
cﬂﬂ&pmtmwudemthcm first; strangers,: aa;ud
afterwards indifferent; to Leach:other. -If
they find themselves bhrought together:in'
" mixed company, to be mutually cold, inat~
tentive,andforbidding,is politeness. They;
who are inspired, or are supposed ta be
inspired, with the warmest attachment; are
reciprocally -to behave with a degree of ! -
r@ﬁplswe uncencern, which, -if exhibited ¢
towardsa third person; would. be canstrued -
a&an £ m Th%@th 1§,1:hat su&h un;:m—

adﬁutted |
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admitted, on the one hand, that itis pos=
sible ‘to disgust by an: ill-timed display-of
the familiarity of fondness. - But let it be
femembered, on the other; that to disguise
the natural feelings of the heart under the
systematic restraints of assumed coldness,:
is offensive to every rational observer; at
variance with simplicityand ingenuousness
of character’; and ultimately ‘subversive of
the tendernessof affection’both in the party~
which practises' the disguise; and in “the:
perscm towards whom it rs practxsed, 1193
The mﬂuence éf fash}en, whieh of late
hasunhappilycontributedin the metwp’eskg
toseparate the husband and thewife, would -
have flowed in'a’ more beneficial ‘channel,
- had'itbeen applied: to draw doserﬁh‘e%nﬂf‘
of domestic society.” ’Fheﬁxv@%ffﬁw‘yers
of phymc‘fa&s and bfﬁeverbl btﬁerdés\cnp- $
tions of men, ‘are sel&onra}bwed alarge
share of the eompanrof “their’ husban&:r
While the latfer ‘ate’ ‘occupied abroad EW 2
' pr’«e‘fessmnal bifsmé§§ ‘the” foi'mer ‘are Teft
expdéé ] tciv&ie temiptations of & dissipated
Dy L capital,










348 ‘ON' THE' DUTIES OF

visits to their counting-housesin town. To
thewivesof persons thus circumstanced, the
observations 'in the preceding paragraph
may be addressed. - It mdy indeed be said
nerally, that the turn of mind and the
habxts of life in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the capital are naturally becomeso
far familiar to those prevalentin St. James’s
Square, that almost every rematk on moral
duties, which is applicable to the latter si-
matmn, may ‘e transferred to the f01 nmer.
One of ‘the dutxes which require to be
expressly stated asincumbent on ladieswho'
pass a large portion of the year in the me-
tropolis, and especially on ladies of Tank"
and influence, is the following; to endea~
“vour to improve the  general tone of social
intercourse, and particularly in the article
of amusements. Let them exchange the
vast and pronmcuous assemblages, ‘which
now ‘crowd their suite of rooms from even-
mgahnost ta day-break, for small and se-
le@partres tb Whlch an unsulhed character '
‘vhlch virtuous fnendshlp and ratlonal en-
5y tertain-
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tertainment may be enjoyed. . Lel them
discountenance the prevailingsystemoflate
hours, which undermines the constitution;:
and entailslangourand idleness on that pe~
riod of the day, which they who have not.
adopted themodernand destr uctlve custom:
of late-rising know to be the most delight-; -
- ful and: the most useful. . Liet them set up:
a standar d avainst pla,y‘, fashiqnable follieﬁ,
centpleasures of unprovmcr aud en tertammg*
society with the smallest p0551ble expence
of time; money, and domestic order. . The
benefits which might accrue to. the ywtm
of both sexes from: the amelm«ra,tmn of the,
general state of meetings for pm:pose& of
conver§atmn and. a.musement in palite citr.
'cles are, mcalculable > The quspect of a,

ple of' thelr nnmechpte supermr@ Jav » thcsg'g
are cxrcumstances wh;ch that amehoratgqm :
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ing into ridicule the awkward efforts of the
citizen’s wife to rival the assembly and the
public breakfast of the Peeress by expence
void of propriety, and pomp destitute of
taste. It is thus that pride and envy, dis-
playing themselves under opposite forms,
are equally conspicuous in both parties.

When the period of residence*in the me-,
tropolis is come toa conclusion, a lady is
sometimes apt to display among her neigh-
bours in the country, ina manner which
cannot be mistaken, her consciousness that
she islately arrived from the centre of fa-
shion and politeness.  Her pride betrays
itself under various aspects and modifica-
tions according to the particular shades of -
her temper and dispositions, and the re-
spective circumstances of the individuals
thrown into her society. Sometimies itap~
pearswithoutdisguiseinsupercilious state-

liness.  Sometimes it is revealed by the
insolence of affected condescension. At
one time, it expatiates on the intimdcies
whxch it has formed ‘or professes to have
! formed.,
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when she comes down to the family man-
sion, the eyes of the neighbourhood will,
for a time, be turned upon herself.  If she
import a cargo of modish  follies and
modish vices, they will soon be diffused
throughoutthedistrict inwhich sheresides.
If she neither introduce them herself, nor
adopt them though they should be intro-
ducedinto the vicinity ; herfriends and her
acquaintance, those who'see her and those
who hear of her, will then dare not to glve
-~ into them. - IGO0 TS

‘Among persons of the female sex who
reside constantly in the country,and at the
same tisne possess fewopportunities of mix-
ing with polished and intelligent ‘society,
errors and failings - originate, no less than
among men, from the want ef enlarged
sentiments and a greater knowledge of the

“world."' Prejudice shews itself in various
‘shapes, and extends to a multitude of ob-
- jects. Changes in manners and  customs,
“though in reality for the better, are‘repro-
‘bated. The conduct of others, especially
.- of
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of those who move in a higher circle, is
Judged with acrimony. = Little allowance is
made for unseen motives and unknown cir-
cumstances.  The spirit of party broods
over imaginary offences. Sometimes its-
operations are more active: insomuch that
ladies, instigated by vanity, and listening
with greedy attention to the flatteries of
some interested partizan of the other sex,
who enlarges on the advantages which their
interference would secure to a favourite
candidate at an election, are seen to plunge
into the rude intercourse and degrading
occupations of alocal contest. In small
towns, and in their immediate neighbour-
--hood, the spirit of detraction ever appears
with singular vehemence. In the metro-
polis, and in other large cities, it may per-
‘haps be mo less active. There, however,
its activity is dispersed amidst the crowd of
individuals whom it assails. It has there
-:such an overflowing abundance of delin-
-quents,or supposed delinquents, to pursue,
- that persons who are not conspicuous in the
~ routine of fashion, nor by any other inci-
a2 dent
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_ dent particularly drawn forth into public
notice haye a reasonable chance of escap-
ing very ﬁequent attacks. But here the
smallness of the circle renders allwho move.
mit unwersally known to each other. The
objects on which curiosity can exercise her
talents are so few, that she never with-
draws her eye from any of them long; and
she ah ea,dy knows somuch respeeting each,
that she cannot rest until she has learned

every thing.. Nor is this all. Among the
females Who are acting their parts on so
namow a stage, clashings, and competiti-
ons, and dmsensmns, will have been fre-
quent; and srudges of ancient date are
revived to supply food for plesent male—:
violence and scandal

A propens1ty to push fashions in dress to
absurd extremes is also very frequent in
country towns. Ladies who have been
conversant with the polite world know
‘that, however crenerally a partlcular mode
may be prevalent,much latitude is still left
ta inclination and taste; and thata mode-'
rate degree of conformity is always suffi-

cient
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cient to ward off the char ge of singularity.
But they who have seen less, or have been
less observant, arein common solittleaware
either of this truth, or of the precise limits
within which the existing mode is circum-
scribed, that ‘in their zeal to outvie each
other, and their dread of falling short of
the pattern exhibited in high life, they push
their attempts at imitation to a preposte-
rous excess. And while theyare exultingin
the thought that their head-dress is con-’
structed, and their gown cut out and trim-
med, ‘predsely according to thelatest model
displayed by the arbiters of fashion in the
capital; they would find, if they could
transplant themselves into a public room
in the metropolis, their appearance an ex-
travagant caricature of the decorations of
which they had concewed it to be an‘accu-
rate resemblam,e '

Some of the duties and temptations seve-
rally pertaining to different marvied wo-
men M consequence of professional diffe-"
lences in the situations of their husbands “
1emam to be'considered,

' AAS LA
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It may be proper to direct our attention,
in thefirst place, to the wives of clergymen.
‘St. Paul, speaking of the ministers of the
Gospel from the bishop to the deacon; ad-
verts particularly to the conduct of their
wives; and expressly requires, that they
B e 0frewe, not slanderous, sober, faith-
“ ful in ‘all things (c¢).” Not that any
one of the virtues, which 'ouglit te orna-
ment the wife of the clergyman, is not also
required of every woman. = But the apostle
well knew that the want of any of them
‘would prove, in the way of example, far
‘more prejudicial in the wife of a clergyman
' than in another person. Hence the repeat-
‘ed injuﬁc‘tion‘s ‘which he' delivers to the
' teachers of Christianity, that they should

¢ rule well their own families (d).” Hence
‘too the promise given by every clergy-
‘man of the established Church of Eng-
‘land athis admission into holy orders, that
he will ¢ frame and fashion his family,
< as well as himself, according to the doc-
¢ trine of Christ; that both maybe whole-

Y (o)1 Tim, i 11 @ 1 Tima. ifi. 4, 5. 12.

‘ ¢ some
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“some examples and patterns to his flock
 (e).” - If a clergyman, he whose office it
is to guide others from the follies and, cor-
ruptions of the world into the way: of sal-
“vation, to < let hislight so shine before men
¢ that they may see his good works and
¢¢ glorify,” by imitating them, “ his I‘athex
¢¢ who isinheaven (f),” forgetthat branch
of his sacred function; if he indulge, I will
‘not say in gross vices, but in those lighter
instances of misconduct, which are yet
sufficient to evince that religion holds not
-an undisputed predominance in his heart;
the dullest understanding is quicksighted
-enough to discern his faults, and to avail
itself of the pretences which they may
be represented as affording for criminal
indulgences and carelessness in others.
This observatlon may be extended in a
certain degree to the example displayed by
bis family, more especially to that exhi-
bited by his wife. Does she, who is the
’ constant companion of a minister of reli-
5 omn she who, in addition to the motives

(e) See the office of ordination. C f) Mat, v. 6.
: AAa4 : - which
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which ‘press on all “ women professing -
< godliness('g ),” all women who profess
to believe and practice Christianity, is ur-
ged by peculiar obligations to the attain-
ment of Christian excellence, prove herself
actuated by a worldly temper? Is she as-
piring, vain, giddy, calumnious, avaricious;
or unforgiving? She transgresses the laws
of her Saviour, and disregards the spirit of
the Gospel, with strong circumstances of
aggravation ; and contributes not a little to
lessen the general effect of her husband’s
instructions from the pulpit. ' Such is the
consequence of her defects, whatever be
the station which the person to whom she
1s united may occupy in the church. In
proportlon to the eminence of that s‘tatién, '
the mischief of her bad ‘example is in-
creased.. On the other hand, if religion”
have its genume effect on her manners and
dispositions; if it render her lumble and
mild, benevolent and candid, ‘'sedate, mo-
dest and devout; if it withdraw her in=
clinations from fashmnable fmbles and fa« -
s IT1m il 10 <l oF
e : - sluonablc
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bishops that so few indications of a similar
spirit haveappeared among them, as rarely,
if ever, to have been held up to public
notice, even by those who have been the
most acute in discovering, and the most
active m divulging, the faults of persons
“closely connected with episcopacy.  In
every other respect let them be shining
models of unaffected humility’ and mode-
ration. ‘Never let them be induced by ties
of cohsanguinity, or by any other motive, |
‘to strive to exert an improper influence on
the judgment of their husbands as to the
distribution of ecclesiastical preferment.
Tt is no more than equity to acknowledge
that ‘in several instances the wife of a bi-
‘shop is exposed to peculiar temptations of
considerable strength. The -pﬁela,‘.t,g has,
perhaps, little private fortune. He has
been elevated from an humble condition.
Though pomp and luxury be shunned as
-scrupulously as they ought to be, the un-
avoidableexpencesof his station, augment-
ed by the occasional residence reduired
“from him in the capital, make deep inroads
gt into
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into his ‘revenue.  Under these circum-
stances his wife ought to be, in-common
with himself, uniformly mindful; not enly
that 'the elevation of his family terminates
with his life, but that every attempt. to
provide for the continuance of a:portion
of that elevation by shutting the hand of
charity, and greedily ‘hoarding almost
every thing that can be saved from  the
annual profits of the see, in order that the
- savings may roll up into a large fortune
for his children, is utterly un_]ustlﬁable in
the 'sight of God. Was 'he raised by
merit? Let her not repine that her sons,
‘whose merit, be it whatever it may, has
not hitherto stood the test of time and

experience, are to be reduced to the level
whence he rose. If they should not have
their father’s success; they may yet equal
his desert. Was he raised without adequate
merit? Let her not regret that her chil-
 dren no longer possess that which in striet-
“ness even their father ought never to have
enjoyed. Let her not secretly murmur at

the prospect of descending, if she should

survive
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as well as in others. It is only blameable
when it proceeds to excess; when it inter-
“feres with the r‘eason_ab-le demands of bene-
volence.  From that excess let the wife
guard her husband and herself.

The wife of an officer in the mnaval or
in" the military serviceis, in several re-
“spects, exposed to'moral trials of cohsider-
- ‘ablé magnitude:  In time of war sheisleft
to endure the anxieties of a long separation
“from her husband, while he is toiling on
‘the occean;, or contending in a distant quar-
“terofthe globe with the bullets of theenemy
“and the maladies of the climate.  The state -
! of ‘tremulous suspense, when ‘the mind is
“ignorant of the fate of the object which it
“holds most ' dear, and knows not but that

the next post may confirm the most dread-

ful of ' its apprehensions, can be calmed
only by those consolations which look be-
yond the present world. Let not de-
spondency withhold the confidence due to
the protecting Power of Him, ¢ without

Whom not even a sparrow falleth to the

: “ ground.”
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in various respects such as are likely to
guide her amiss. Her love for you may
possibly not be radically shaken; but her
respect for your determinations, her solici-
tude to have her own sentiments confirmed
and sanctioned by your concurrence, her
distrust of her own views of characters and
proceedings when eontrary to your opinion,
is universally impaired. = Study then dur-
ing the childhood of your daughter, study
even with greater anxiety as her youth ad-
vances, to train her in the habit of regard-
ing you not as a parent only, but as a
friend. Fear not, when she enters into
the temptations of the werld, to point out
with unrestrained sincerity the dangers in
which novelty, and youthful passions; and
fashionable example, involve her.  If you
point them not out fully and asmdueusly, :
you abandon the duty of a parent.. But
to preservethe confidence of a friend, point
them out withaffectionate benignity, mind-
 ful of the hagards to which you were your=
~ self exposed under similar circumstaneds,
at a similar period of youth It i thus
that
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. which fascinate the greater partoftheirsex ;
or have learned from reflection and experi-
enceinthe progress ofa clian gefullifetorate
them according to their proper value.  Of
thiose; however,to whoi theotie of theother
of these descriptions is apphcable, there are
some, who in their conversation and inter-
course with young persons »of their own sex
contribute to establish others in the errors
which ‘they have ‘themselves’ been happy
enough to avoid. Tmpelled by the desire of
rendering themseives agreeable to their
youthful associates; a desire commendable
in itself, but reprehensible when in practice
it becomes the evident cause of indiscretion;
they endeavour to suit their discourse to
the taste of their hearers by confining it to
the subjects of dress, personal appearance,
public amusements, and other similar to-
pies; and by 'éipat’i’a.ti'ng upon each of these
subjects in a manner from which their
opinion 1espectmg it might reasona-
bly bg inférred to be very different from
their actual sentiments. Not that they are
austerely to turnaway from hghter themes
EE 3 , of
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women pressés on those who are further
advanced in life with the greater force and
~ urgeney in proportion to the closeness of
the ties, whether of consanguinity or of
frienfiship, by which the latter are con-
nected with the former; and also to the
circumstances of disposition, and of time
and place, and to various other particulars,
which may give to the admonition a more
or less favourable prospect of success.  Let
it not hawever be imagined that it binds
you to consult the improvement of your
daughter only and your niece, or of some
individual specially thrown under your im-
mediate superintendence, It binds you to
consult the improvement of all whom it is
in your power tg improve, whether con~
nected with you more or less; whether
your superiors, your equals, or your in-
feriors; whether likely to derive a higher
or a lower degree of advantage from your
‘endeayours. . Itbinds you to consult their

- improyement by deliberate advice, by in-
mdenta.l reflection, by sﬂent example by
: Studmuslyselectmg,varym ,and combining
sl the
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the meanswhich you employ according to
the character and situation of the person
whom you desire to benefit. ' It binds you
-to do all with earnestness and prudence;
with sincerity and benevolence, It binds
you to beware, lest by negligence you lose
opportunities which you might with pro-
priety have embraced; or through inad-
vertenceand mistaken politeness contribute
to strengthen sentiments and practices, to
which, if you are at the time wunable to
oppoce effectual ‘;tesista,ncc, you ought, at
least, not to have given the apparent sanc-
tion of your authorlty : j

The good sense and the refinement of
the present age have abated much of the
contempt, with which it was heretofore the
practice to' regard women, who had at-

tained or passed the middle period of life
without having ‘entered into the bands of
marriage. The confempt was unjust and
it w3s ungenerous. Why was it ever
~ deemed to be merited? Be<:ause the ob-
: jECfS of it were remaining in a state of
single-
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who are free from the faults in manners .
and temper, which many under similar
circumstances have contracted. Let it alsa
be observed, that in the situation of the
persons in question there are peculiarities,
the recollection of which will produce in -
a generous mind impressions very different
from scorn.. They are persons,cut  off
from a state of life usually regarded as the
most desirable.  They are frequently un-
provided with friends, on whose advice or
assistance  they can thoroughly confide.
Sometimes they are destitute of a settled
home; and compelled by a scanty income
to depend on the protection; and bear the
humours, of supercilious relations. Some-
times in obscure retreats, solitary, and
among . strangers, they wear away the
hours of sickness and of -age, unfarnished
with the means of pracuring the assistance
and the comforts which sinking health de-
mands. . Let not unfeeling derision be
~ added to the difficulties, which it has per-

haps been meossﬂ}le to avmd or v1rmB
not to decline,
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. selves, in the prime of life, witnessed simi-
lar mlsconceptlons, and hstened to similar
complamtst o

If age have 1ts pecu,har burthens, it has
also, when crowned with. plety, its pecuhar
_consolatlons The fervld passmns which
- agitated the breast of youth havesubsided:

the vamtles wh;ch dazzlcd 1ts gaze have' ;
'_ceased to delude Cheerful hOlllS, enli-
vened by the soc:lety of descendants, of Ie-
lations, perha.ps of some coeval friend en-
deared by the recollectlon oflong estabhsh—
ed regard still remaln If maladies press
heavily on the functwns of hfe, if pain em-
bitter- the remnant of your satlsfactlons,
_yet the dura,tlon of your sufferings cannot
_be lpng If the day be fal spent, the hour
, ,:AQf rest. mu,st necessarxly he at hand, The
young, when overtaken. with calamltles
‘ correspondmg to those which. you endure,
know not buJ: th,at a,ccgrdmg to the settled

- .arder of huma.n events, avery 1o,ng permd
- aof sorrow and angmsh may a.waxt them

FE4 :  be
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¢ how! to: give good girffs unto your chil-
*¢ dren; how much more shail your hea~
¢ venly Father: give the. Holy Spirit. to

~ “them that ask Him (g)?”:  The fear
- #¢ of the Lord, ‘that is. wmdom, and to’ de—.

¢ part from evil s understandmg (h)”

<< Hethat will love life-and see good days,
“Sileb hxm refram his tongue from evil, and
~*“ his lips that they speak no v,guiie. . Let
“<him’eschew evil,l and do good: let him
-‘«%%Se,ek peace and ensue it. . For the eyes

‘< of 'the Lord are over the righteous, and
““his-earsare open ‘to-their prayers: but

- *:the face of the Lord is against them

5 thatq do evilez) .} 4145 The righteous
%% shall--be: recompensed in ithe. ~earth-—

“ithe righteous hath' hope in. his death
(k)25 If thou wilt: enter into. life,

2 keep the ‘commandments (/). . ‘ Be-

4

¢:lieve-in the Lord Jesus Chnst and
-thou sha.lt ‘be: sa.ved Ham - You may

'(g) Luke, ii. 13 (lz) Job xxvm 28

@)1 Pe;er, iii. 10---12 (k) Prov. xi. 31.---xmiv. 32.
- ¢I) Matt. xix. 17. (m) Acts, xvi a1,

lrow . : . disbelieve
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disbelieve Christianity; butits truth isnot
on that account impaired. Youmayslight
the impending day of retribution: but its
approach is not on that account retarded.
< The Lord hath purposed ; and who shall
¢ disannul 'it?? ¢ I am God, ‘declaring
¢« the end from the beginning,and from an-~
<4 cient.timesvthe things that are not done; -
« saying, My Counsel shall stand - (n).”
What if Christianity had commanded you
wholly torefraineven fromreasenahle plea-
sures ‘and moderate indulgences? . Would
‘you have murmured at temporary forbear-
ance when compared with an eternal re-
ward? Christianity however imposes no
such restriction. - Evenin this fespect its
s'yokeiseasy,” andits « burthen is light,”
easy and light to all who are disposed to
“fulfil what they pereeive to be their duty.
It prohibits you from no pleasures except
those which had Christianity never been
revealed, _your own reason, if unbiassed,

() Isaiah, xiv, 97.-xlvi. 9. 10.

* would
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“death of a beloved partner in marriage? It
represents to youthe Ruler of the Universe
as the especial protector of the widow and
the orphan. Are youroffspring taken from
you in their early childhood ? 1t tells you
that ** of such is the kingdom of God (p).”
- Are they snatched away in riper years: It
reminds you that they are removed from
- rials which they might not have withstood.
Were their talents more than usually pro-
»mising? It tells you that those talents

--might have proved the sources of ruinous

. temptations. Whether you have lost pa~
- rent, husband,.or child, it tells you that
< them which sleep in Jesus will God bring
_*¢ with him (). Ittellsyon thatthemeans

: ,‘of securing to yourself a participation of

sithe, unchangeable happmess, destined for

those who have been fmthful servants of

A‘Chnst are oﬁered to you by the grace of

. God,are placedwﬁhm yourreach,are press-

..ed uponyour notice and acceptance ‘Reli-

. gion at times speaks toyou thelanguaceof

_ terror. It sets before you threatemncrs as

£ L) Mark x, 14. ; (q) Thes. iv.. u,

con«



