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3'—Ha]!pv, but fo y ill'secured
- Long to contmue, and this hlgh seat your heaven

- 11l fenced for heaven to l.eep out such a foe
“As now is entered ; MricToN.

_BIAN’C{!ES attentxcms “at’ Iem*th suc-

ceeded in 1estormg, in a considerable
de:,ree, the strength and composurg of
I anquelme bt -her countenance still
retained 'an ‘expression - of deep and

settled: frnef -and An: her Tanners ‘ap-
 YOL. I1I. g 48 R

- ’
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peared a solemn and 'lﬂ'ectlng air of
1esxo'nat10n. ; :

On rezichi_n g herapartment Jacque-
Iine’s first inquiries respected her fa-
ther’s health. He had retired early,
and by the judicious care ;
had been kept ignorant of her myste-
rious and alarming absenci ":"‘Under
standing that for some t ne he had -
enjoyed a tranquil slumber, Jacqu .
relinquished her intention - of Jmmech-
ately visiting - ham, 'md -directing
Agnes o 1emaln, ‘dismissed ‘the rest
of. her attendants. - Blanche {inding
Jacqueline continue to decline her re-
peated offers of staying with her dur-
ing the night, soon.after reluot.,mtly

-withdrew. :

§ i 5 ~ 0.
“The circamstances which have oc-
curred this. evening,” said J acquelme,
‘addressing Agnes as.soon as they were
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'a'lon,e, <« .render it .necessary . that I -
should be informed of the events Wh,i.ch
'to‘g)lglp],qgé';jdglzinrg,the former residence
~of my parents he chateau. I have
- not forgotten that you mentioned an

Injunction of silence on this subject,
'hould never have required
.you to wolate but for the most im-
" portant reasons %

Aftel some hesitation Agnes repli-
vedg e The information which it is in
Iy, power to give on this affair is so

imperfect that it will only increase
your uneasiness. The transactions. of
that period are involved in a mystery,
’wh‘i(.,]i _after the lapse of twb and
' twenty years, still remains impenetra-
® ble._ Those are times of which I often
- thigk, but seldom speak. - The recjtal
jof the httle whmh 1 know, would great-
dy dJstress you

B2
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“For thatT'am prefmfe(f 7 re;éhted
Jacqueline, e Th“at they'at‘c ‘nﬁfb*r-
tunate, pérhaps siao lein,;
this’ eVeningg'fv*es*‘fﬁ : :
apprehiend.  With thése eve’ﬁts I fear :
‘the!fate of the- Lady Eloise ias -
Tiected.”’

¢ Alas, unhappy lady f”%md Agt[es
with a sigh, ¢ 1t was 1ndeed gty

$ \Vho Was she P”“i‘nqmled Jacqn'e-
line. ‘Agnes ‘was embart: assed. She
seemed unw'lllmg toTepiy, till ’bbsé‘n V-
ing the extreme “anxiety “with which
J acqueline awaitéd “her "answer," shie
uttered In'a faint voice and with ‘evi-
“dentr eltxctance, << The"barbn ’s Swter.

“Highlster 1 exclainied Jac*queifine.
Tee Tt s astonﬂéhl’fxo that T néver heard
her mentioned. I knéw ‘not’ that ke
ever had a sister.” ~



£ acqueline, fnomf ‘hat she had overs

he, nd of the conversation between Sma

i

conduct. In

.Almerxc and the unknown, was at no
loss to con_;ect:ure the reason of this
it she read the confirm-
ation of her »WOl‘St fe@rs‘ she dreaded
to. questmu her. fur&hel 3 yet longer
uncertamty was lnsupportable, and
turnmg towards Afrnes,, she” said,

“How long is it since L'he Lad y Eloise
dJeg;l pRaE ,

A5 : : :
- «D; ed ! repeated A@nes “then =he

is dead P2 i
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$ Is not that' her témb i the ban-
quet,ng-ﬂouse 5

On hearmg thES 5 Words Acnes
dropped into a chair near Wh‘ich she
had been standing; and elas '
hands, she uttered in a tone sgaféeiy'
_ audible, ©0O, it is too shocking | Well

might 'he'sufferias he’ d1d 45 él might"
‘he“tremble” to" retarnt’ Theré‘ i 1o’
longer a -hope lefb?? =

These' strange’ and: incoherent: ex-
pressions excited in Jacqueline a com-
bination of emotions, in 'which Thorror
predominated ; and with an:ahnost
frenzled earnestness she c‘onjured Ag-
nes to dmélose all ‘that’she'knew. " It .
was some time before Agnes was’ ina
state to comply  with her reiterated:
importunities:

“ You, my lady,” Agnes began,

o
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: ,"“k"rtow"thdt ‘shortly after the marriage
 of the baron' he repaired to ‘this clg-

“',te'm, which for three years continued

S P mcrpal place of residence.

ompa.med by his sister, the
se; for whom he entertained
ider aﬂectlon “and ‘whose

: amra‘ble charaeter soon endeared her:

~ to the baroness At theu united re-

'quest Indy Eloise- relmqulshed her.in-

tentron{ of returning to: the convent:

 where she had received her education,
. and continued to reside with them.

£ Tho&e were 'déliOIitful but transi-

. ent ‘da’.ysj' The ‘change which - took
i »p!ace in the: dlsposnmn of Lady Eloise
wag the« first interruption to their feli-

»

cxty W‘lthout any apparent: cause
herugalety fled, and she gradaally be-
‘came reserved and melancholy. The
baroness; ﬁhdifngr that all attempts ‘to
learn the source of Lier uneasiness only



uad been dogeg by’ iy
sec ¥0th %

the Chemher ‘?ccba ian, was. observed 8
in apparent. 'that Qn passmo down a, o
retléed path of the " den from whg,c:h

a. private gate opened on the forest. *
It was more than. an hour; after, and
neaﬂy dark, when th& baxo.nr-xetumed
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a!anc;:‘, Oiossmg; the hall with i incon-
e jla?b]e mpch v, he rushed into the*
- saloont - in ‘which. the baroness was
and wn:lf frenzied eagerness
preserve a life which
than his.own. The
d, re se‘ and suminon-

S.ltt,m

o.vf‘er(:,d;me, ht& Vlolent emotlon
ke had® thrown _;ilnself and with
ﬁleUS gestures commanded them to
_quit; the ‘apartment. ~ They instantly.
- obeyed ; Pierre, Arthur, and, myself,
by order: of the. baroness, remgining,
in the an’n mc.»mi T s

&

9 X ~ l"‘ ¥
% Tne door;nto Lhe sa]oon was clos-
ed, but our cca,n_]ectures as to the oeca-
sion of this ‘extraordinary scene were:
soon, interrupted by the sobs of the:
> B
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baroness, who seemed in thé gre_atesé

affliction. The' baron with many in-
o tervals continued to speak, and fre-

quently in a louder tone than: proba~

bly he designed. What Ithe - h

T have never uttered, and" ou

ship must excuse 1y r,g@
even to you.

ed Pierre to hasten to the ‘ anquetmg—
house, and request. the Lady Eloise to"
come to her immediately. Pierre -
soon returned  pale and breathless,
bringing with him the necklace and
one of the bracelets which the Lady
Eloise had worn that day. He had
found them on the steps of the ban-"

quct ing-house, but the Lad y Elmse her—
self was not there. i

< This' intelligence threw the baron,



i1
who duritg Pierre’s absence had been
Ay aversing the room in a state of great:
: ‘perturbatlon, mto ~a- perfect frenzy.
~ He uttered the most pathetic excla-
g mations, 'imngled with execrations
,, ,(agarnst himself. The attempts of the
baroness _assoeth him were vain; and
~ vowing not to survive the loss of his
_f:.honour ‘he burst from her, 'md hur-

- s Pierre and Arthur followed him,
by command of the baroness, who
charged them not to quit him for an
instant, and if possible to prevail on
_him to return. The rest of gthe do-
mgstics were employed in searching
the garden and grounds; but withous
success. The Lady Eloiser was: no-
where to be found. -

<« The baroness, whosz consterna-



t lof was incr ea;sed by; thlS n&vw, haar- :

give more m{'on mailon
Lady Eloise, as they #ad ob
enter the b"l_nqueﬁmm-house' 00 e
he had passed: dewn the garden wnth ’
the baron. During the confusion;
the absence of the:chevalier-had: not:
been remarked; nor till the baroness;
directed-that he should be desired: to: '
come to her was.it- recollected that he :
had not returned since he quitted- the
chateau with the baron. ’Ihls mrcum—
stance, however, e\:uted no surprise,
as it was: generally congectured that he
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had fallewed the baron, who, regard-

catch ﬁl&: shghtest souudv
¢ ht announce the baron’s
3 ~ Often-she started  in expect-
‘ation. of*lns entrance, deceived by the
mstlmg of the wind. among the
shrubs- w}ncﬁ grew. beneath the win-
dows: sometimes she wept. = We be-
held her grief in silence: no one
izas ‘able to  offer conselation., We
gazed on each other in mute asto-
: nishment at the sudden and unac-
countable change which had saken
place in this before happy family;
and with a sensation of chilly dread:



1%
awaited the termination of these ex-
traordinary events. :

L2
L)

¢ The morning ha;d begurs to dawn,
when a few of the party Just despatch-
ed reached the chateau. Their logks
sufficiently indicated that they had
been unsuccessful.  After  having ex-
amined the recesses of the forest, they:
- had pursued the path which led from:
a private door in the gardens till they:
arrived’at a retired spot: _Here traces
of feet were visible in the grass ; and:
following them for a short distance to
the foot of a tree, they perceived the
ground stained with blood; and a
little on one side a bloody sword was
lying, vlnch on examination thev'
discovered to be the baron’s.
. Fo this account; which was incon=
siderately related to her, the baroness
listened with eager attention; but
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harassed’ and exhausted, she was un-
able to support this' new shock, and

with a deep sxgh she fell back m @
SWoOn.

P

o restore her.
were for a; long ime ineffectual, and

- we even began to app}ehend that her

‘anxxe’ry h‘ld pxoved fatal. ~Scarcely
had she revived, when the baron, sup-
ported by Plerre and Arthur, entered-
‘the saloon. = He had passed thermcrht;
in \vander1ng'_about‘, the forest, insen-
sible to fatigue and deaf to the intrea-
ties: of his attendants; till at length
totally exhausted, he had sunk to the
ground, and even then it was with dif-
ficulty he could be prevailgd on to
suffer himself to be raised and borne
to the chateau.

o ; ¢

“ For more than a.fortnight he re-

mained in.a, state-which hourly threat-
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ened to deprive him, of existesice. In
the paroxysms_ of: a5 violent, fever, he
ﬁcqhent]y uwoked the spirit of

utter ed dnrm,gz a delr L :
much corroborated by other cireum-

stances to. be consid ed the vague

efiusions. of a disorde ed fa.ncy, and
they contributed to guide and. confirm
the comectmes excited by the mys-
terious occurrences oftlnt;ﬁtal mght

Fatal it-may tr uly be caHed for from ,
that period to the present the Lady :
Eloiseshas never been seen, nor could

tire most diligent: search discover the
slightest vestige of her.. What was her-



1y k.liéw‘s'. That the

2 B} tbe Cm;;mand of the baroness.
the names Gf the Lady Eloise and the
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chevalier were never mentloned in the:
ba.rons presence; -and as soon as he
was SuﬁlClthIy convalescent. to ‘bear
the fatigue of travelhng, the baroness
hastened his removal {rom the' cha:

teau, and accompamed lum to: Eng--
land. ; %

A

S few ‘days prevmus to them de-'
parture; some-of ‘the! attendanﬁs lofia’.
young Spanish . nobfeman tbe parti-
cular friend of the baron, ar?%ed and
inquired for their lord, of ‘whom: they .
were in quest ; his intimacy with. the
baren, and frequent visits at’ the cha- -
teau, giving them thethope of ﬁndmg
him there: His absence, they related,
prolonged ‘beyond the timeat ‘which
he had appointed- to. rejoin them; had
exc1t(§d alarm. Wlthdlfﬁcul'ty they had:
traced his rountc from Spain to a town
in Gascony; and in the expectation
of meeting him, they had pressed for-



* could never un'
_m_]uncti‘on of" silen

ITQ" W

ward t6 the chateau. Their chagrin
may be easily imagined when’ inform-
ed’ that hé had not 'been' there for se~

“veral months. Why this"circumstanceﬁ

should affect the

oness: as.it did I
.d'j and her strict
towards the bas
ron respecting these inquiries appear-.

el equally lne‘xphoable - but ' what-

ever was: the’ reason, it celtamly in-

~ creased’” her affliction; and'‘ evidently

Xendered her more anxious-to leave
jthrs phce

: “_“Hér conduct would probably have
passed unobserved, had not the recent
extraordinary ' circumstances “excited
it a peculiar’ depree the curiosity of
the household. It was recollected that
the baron, duringhis dehrlum had

- frequently allyded to the Spamsh mar-

quis'in terms and i a mz;nner'which,
connected” with the subsequent- in-
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quiries after ‘that nobleman, gme rise.
to conjectures of the most: un,pleasa,nt,
nature with . regard to the fate of the
1\Iarqu13 Vlllen 1,.” > 'f"'"" :

T

?” said Jac-

some time she had reclined on. h,erv
hand, partly to conceal  the emotion
which the narrative qf.Agnes praduc-

~ ed. The hame of the marquis brought
to her recollection the. _accomnt, whlchf-
Count Cajetan had given of.that no-
bleman. She also remembered . the

agitation of the baron on that- ocea-

sion, and the words of her. brotber,'
which. implied a knowledge. of the,

baron’s guilt. = A. famtueas came Qyer

her as these ideas. occurred.

Agnes,, ubsermng the alteratmn of
her, countenance, sald “Alas, my. lady, :
I perceive that yqu age a.,qxnmtea



“with ! ’che marqmss tragml cnd ‘Tt
s’ 1nde’€d 2 ‘dismal ‘subject. YQ“LI are
“shocked at “what you have already :
heard what Would you be 1f I were

the s’cran‘g'e and
s which we

“Jaé"q’u'eh‘h’ ‘and Wxthdrew her from the :
mo‘urnful i"evehe into which she had
allen.  That - ‘any further communi-
Cettmns éohld increase Her anonlsh
“did ‘not ‘seem’ probab]e ‘Few certain-
“ties could: equal the dreadful ‘sufmises
Whlcll‘ﬂoafcd in” her mind; and ' this
“gonviction 16d her strentously to urge
“Agnes to ‘rélate" all 't-ha't she knew.

'8

<8 A few months only had paqsed
rejomed ‘Agnes, ¢ after the departure
-of the baron and baroness, -béfore the
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awful mementos of that unfortunate
evening, which visited this place, too
fully proved the lamentable and fatal
truth. Darkness: and solitude may
lconceal our crimes ﬁom mortals, but
the eye of heaven is never e¢losed.
Since . that period the garden and"
grounds of the chateau have at uncer-
tain 1nte3~vals been the resort of some
unquiet spirit. -

« Often sadly musing it is seen to
wander over the lawn; often in the
hollow tone of anguish it is heard to
complain: but no one ever dared to
question it..  Years. on years have
passeds yet it still comes. Of late it
had been a,bsentdbdli,rjng, an unusyal
interval, till on the evening preceding
JoLy arrivalPierre sawitin the gardelé.”

<« Is.it often in the oratory?” said
Jacqueline,
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¢ << Never,” replied ‘Agnes, looking
fearfully towards that end of the room :
““ it has never entered the chateau, and
~heaven grant that it never may. I
shouLd expire were I to meet it. The
~banqueting-house, commonl y:imagin-
ed to have been the scene of thase mys-
~terious transactions, has since that
- period been universally shunned : it is
never even beheld without horror, and
the doleful cries which sometimes issue
thence, have confirmed the  terrible
conjectures which other circumstances
excited.

< This figure has raised much curi-
oslty and doubt. Some, who have
“had the best opportunities to observe
- it,-confidently assert that it is nothing
“earthly; others entertain no doubt of
its being the shade of the Lady Elo:se,
and a few are of opinion that it is the
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vamed spirit- of the: Chevahel Sebas-
‘Llan 5 '

Although Jacqueline’s belief in the
reappeaxiance of ‘the dead “was ‘not
-great, yet she  could not: Whr@liy esist
- an 1mpressmn of awe at - t]=.us Tecital.
ader: 1magmat10n Was ‘more* easily nf-
-fected by the  consideration that tl'ns'_
-singular being: (Whatevel it-might be)
was the memorial of her fathier’s gnilt
To dwell on this: thought-was: mxp’és—
sible, and with an- eagerness which be-
trayed her internal anguish, she i mquf
ed Who was the Chevaher Sebastlan

& ;
“ He was‘ the son of- (me of' ‘the’ba- :
ron’s vassals,” Agnes _replied. < His
father havmrr fallen in ba.ttle, he eaﬂv
became an orphan IFrony: Gompassmn'\
for fis forlorn and. destitute: satuatnu :
“he was received into the castle: apd
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piﬂ'(:@dﬂf)btlt the person of the barow,
whose age was nearly equal. Sebas-
tian knew how to profit by his good
- fortune; the pity which the baron
had first felt towards him was soon
changéd into affection, and instead of
-an attendant he became his compa-
‘and chosen friend. He: partici-
; pated m the educahon of his patron ;
‘and in every thing he was considered
as a brother rather than a dependant.

“ Thus in equal emulation passed
their youth. Their fi iendship strength-
ened with their years; and when the
baron, disdaining inactivity, joined
the army, Scbastian, animated by the
same spirit, devoted himself to a mi-
litary life. Intreduced as the favour-
ite . companion of the baron, his recep-
tmn was flattering ; and his skill and
- courage soon established a high repu-
VOL, IIf, ¢
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tation, and obtamed Lhe honour of
knj crhthood

“ On the marnage of the baron; the
chevalier, yielding to his earnest"“r-e-
quest, quitted the field, and acccm-‘-
panied him to the chateau.
thur frlenabhlp not only I

< How is it a scertamed that he dld
perish then 22 scud Jacquehne e

< Ah, my Iadj, Awnes rephed LTy
Le had survived, what breve'nred his
rctm‘muo ? But,” she continued,  that
he s dc{m does not ddn’llt of doubt.
The words which csczned the b'n‘on in
the first transports of remorse I have
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mot for n-otten They unhappily ren-
_der thla fa.ct too certam 2

An# the comp]acency of
self-uf)portance, and the pride of impart-
ing information, she so far forgot the
attenfion due to the feelings of Jacque-
: hng, as to enlarge on the probability of
some of the conjectures to which she
had before alluded, and expressed her
astonishment at the temerity of the ba-
ron in rev1smng the chateau. “ Your
: ladvshlp, “said Agnes, perhaps“recol-
- lects, that among the i: nperfect sentences
'uttered By the balon on the ‘might of
“his arrival, many were addressed to ;he
‘Lady Eloueoand the chevaher.
. Agnes- paused sbut finding that Jac-
g c2
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queline remained silent, and - seldom
weary of hearing -hér owIl eloquence,
she proceeded :—¢ That he still recol-
lects his sister with affection, is apparent ;
for this afternoon, noththstandm'r ‘the

intreaties of Arthur, he would enter the

cabinet which adjoins his chamber. To

this apartment he was formerly very par-

tial ; for it contains many pajntings

from designs by the Lady Eloise, and

several admirably executed by herself.

The baron used to declare that he con-
sidered them among the most splendld

ornaments of the chateau. : '

¢ The sight of theae p:ctures affected

him e‘{tremely, even to. tears. \Vhenrl

his first emotion subsided, he remained

gazing around, while his' countenance

displayed the apathy of despair. At

last his eyes rested on the: portrait of

. the Lady Eloise suspended over the man-
tle-piece. It is a striking likeness of
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her when she first came here; and pos-
sesses the sweetness and vivécity which
characterized her inthose happy days.
The baron could not speak ; he looked
agam, greanﬁd and dropped almost in-
sens‘iblem;& the‘arms of Arthur. He
was. immedidtely removed from the
apartment, but the shock has nearly pro-
duced a relapse.”

£3%
5

During this recital, which, though
~ far from being clear and accurate, im-
_pressed conviction of its truth, Jacque-
line had endured the severest anguish.
“Dutiful and affectionate, . she listened
'wujhshuddermg herrotto the story of her
father’s erimes. In her emotiors regret
and pity predominated; and, tender
both: by disposition® and education, she
did not feel that resentment which in a
more masculine * character the appre-
hension of disgrace might probably have
excited. When she reflected on the
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settled melancholy ‘of the baron, his
long and uncéas‘ing_.’- mental suffel'-ings,‘
cevery other feelingigave place to com-
passion. . ‘The expiation seemed to her
partial Judgment as great as the offence

Under the influence of these ¢ :,, :
and alarmed by the reldpse o
Agnes had alluded, she rehnqulshed her
intention: of seekm'r repose, and has-
tened to offer him- thosc attenuons* to
which his misfortunes

given hlm a new and eacred clalm.

She found the baron in 2 profound
slumber, reclified ‘on a sopha, for un-
willing to disturbhis repose, b 'at énd-';
ants hid not attempted_tof ve hzm
to his couch, and he remained where.,. Z
they had first placed him on his return
from the cabinet. While Jacquelize,
beading over him, gazed on his vene.
rable ¢ountenance, she eould not refrain
from tears. Her figure, her attitude,
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and the ex.pressié_n» of her features, im-
_parted to her a character of sublimity :
she appeared a being of a superior order,
“mourning the frailties of mortals.

: ontemplated the baron, the
wards qﬁ therstranger recurred to her
memory. This night vengeance might
be. accemplished. She trembled, and
_cast an spprehensive glance around the
apartment. Ht:rfears were vague, for
the danger was,uncertain and mysteri-
5us; but hetézm:ety for the baron made
her resolve o watch beside him during

the remainder of the night; and at hc;
desire Arthur and the rest of theattend-
ants withdrew into the anteroom. -

She seated herself near the sopha on
which: the baron reposed, and to pre-
vent her. thoughts from dwelling on “un-
pleasant  subjects, which if mdl.lrred
might incapacitate her for fulfilling her
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self-imposed duty, she opened a book
that was lying on the table. It con-
tained a collection of legendary tales;
and Jacqueline, -attracted by a title
which referred to the scemes where her
brother was engaged, perused»t»he ;01-» :
lowmg story-. : o= :

>

THE CRUSADER:

A Lz‘c;'r:léi}; =

THE evening was far advanced ; and
still Sir Herman, aloneand restless, con-
tinued pacing his tent. The carousals
of victory had yielded to the repose of
night,’ the chiefs had retired to their
tents, and silence reigned throughout the
camp. That day had been auspicious
to the ‘fame of Sir Herman. At the
head of a small detachment he had at-
tacked a large body of the enemy, and
after a severe contest had put them to
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- flight, and taken prisoner the son of the
“princeof Damascus, distinguished among
the most powerful and inveterate foes of

: the Christian arms.

_ army the thanks of its illustrious com-

mander. _ The toils and-dangers of war

~were forgotten in mirthful triumph,

- and. surri’:i%ijde_drby festivity Sir Her-

man beheld the sun-set on the plains of

- Joppa. He knew .not that his sun of
glory had set for ever.

3

S Exulting in suceess, in the ardour of
_youthful ambition he had early retired
to plan nRW and more splendid explons

but . attempt was vain. He no
longer felt pride; the praises of vete-
rans, and the congratulations of friend-
ship, were -remembered with indiffer-
cnce,  The gaiety which had so lately

cd
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delighted his associates gave place to a
vague and undefined sensation of im=
pending evil ; and without any apparent
cause, Sir Herman  experienced  that
strange emotion which somectimes darkly
announces the important epochs in the
lives of mmwdm‘s. :

- Unconscious of the lapse of time, and =
unable to fix his attention, he was tra-
versing _his tent, when between the
folds of the curtain which covered the
entrance he thought he perceived a
black standing. His lamp, Iong un-
trimmed, burned dimly, and the sable
colour of the. figure rendered it more
obscure.. While Sir Herman looked to
ascertain the reality of this singular ap-
pearance, the curtain was slowly raised,
and discovered the head of a black en-
cirgled by a white turban. The knight
drew his sword, and rushed forward
He put aside the curtain, which had
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been suddenly closed on his first move-
ment; but the extreme darkness pre-
vented his distinguishing objects. No
moon, scarcely even a star, appea;erdu,
From a tent at a short distance, a faint
stream of light issued ; and Sir Herman,
imagining that he discerned there the
shade of 'some person who continued:
stationary, advanced towards it.

On hing the tent, Sir Herman
found at the entrance the knight  to
whom it belonged, who, oppressed by
the excessive heat of the weather, had
come there to enjoy the ‘breeze which
had lately risen: Sir Herman eagerly
inquired whether he had seen any one
pass. within* a few moments.> The
knight, surprised at the question and.
- the earnestness with which it was made,.

replied in the negative.
> s 3

To scarch further amid the numer=
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ous avenues of the camp Sir Herman
thought would be useless.  Indeed the
improbability- that % person . could
elude the vigilance of the numerous cen-
tinels, and ‘wander about undiscovered;
induced him to believe that his senses
had decewed hnn" :

heard the signal given for el
watch. Surprised, he looked owards
the hour-glass :- the last grains were fall-
ing ; it was mldmght., Sir Herman im-
patiently waited till the guard had exe-
cuted this duty, before he commenced
his usual visit to the part of the camp
appropriated to his troops ; for in the
strange confusion of his thoughts this
evening, the time at which he was ac-

customed to perform this circuit h'1d
pasged nnobserved

@

S

As soon as silence was restored in
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the camp he sallied forth, anxious to
repair this unintentional neglect. The
heavy clouds which a little before had
obscured the heavens, were now more
scattered, and in the spaces between
them the .ifgnoon transiently appeared.
One side of the camp was skirted by an
extensive forest, so thick as to be deem-
ed an effectual barrier against any ho-
stile attempt, and in consequence of
this opinion the  centinels here were
fewer and at much greater intervals than
on any other quarter. 5

Sir Herman had completed his round,
and was returning down this avenue,
when in the most lonely part he distin-
: gmshcd’ by a sudden ray of the moon,
~ anether shadow beside his own. Turn-
ing to ascertain the cause of this ap-
psarance, he perceived a black closely
following him. Except his sword Sir
" Herman was unarmed, having exchang-
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ed his armour for a habit better adapted
. to the climaté. This circumstance, how-
ever, (if it occur red to him) did not in-
fluence his conducty for regardless of
danger, he sprang towards the black
with the intention of seizing him: but
at that moment a thick cloud shot ra-
pidly across. the moon, and totally ob-
scured it.. In vain Sir Herman attempt-
ed to penetrate the profound#da_rkness_,.
in vain were his armsfcxtended over the
spot where he had seen the black: they
encountered only the stones: and sand
flying before a whirlwind, which, with
sudden and desolating fury, rushed
along the edge of the forest. -

Amid the loud roarmg of the storm
among the trees Sir Herman distinguish-
ed the murmurs of a voice harsh and
dissonant : again it sounded. ¢ Sir
Knight, folIow me,” was pronounced so
close to the ear of Sir Herman, that he
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felt thé ‘heat of the breath against his
cheek.  He started and demanded who
was there. ¢ One who has sworn to
accomphah his purpose or die. " I‘ollow s
- me, and you ~will soon. know more.”
Sir Herman_ :
a blaze of hght 18

ut to speak, when

from the camp,

: sold TS bean’g flaming brands; and
‘the name of Sir Herman resounded on
all sides. “ To might it is impossible;
~ but we -'sha_!l  meet again,’’ said the
black: and Sir Herman, turning his
head beheld hxm enter the forest.

The momentary storm had dcntl oyed

a part of the camp in Sir Herman’s

“quarters— The soldiers who repaired to
his. tent for instructions on this occasion,

ﬁndmg him absent, and apprehensive

"for his safety, made search after him.
Theu _approach interrupted his Inter-

_yiew with the black.
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The singularity of his recent adven-
ture, and curiosity to pursue- the my-
stery, induced Sir Herman' ro -suppress -
all mention-of it. After havmg inia .
general manner  saf sfied ‘the inguiries
of *his® fr1ends, he withdrew to his tent,
and for a few hours forgot __1n sleep hls

‘perplexity and unsatisi ; jec-
tures.

L‘arly the next mormng, amb%sadors
from the prince of Damascus arrived at
the camp to treat for the ransom of his
son. Beside the immense sum in gold
and jewels which they were commis-
sioned to tender to Sir Herman for the
liberty of their captive prince, they were
directed to offer to the Christian allies
the surrender of two towns which they
had for a long time vainly beszeged

Sir Hefman considered these terms
highly advantageous.  As the captor of
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the young prince it was in his power in-
dependently to have acceded to them ;
‘but he thought himself bound to cons;ﬂt
the other leaders on an affair in which
their welfare was so intimately concern-
“ed. Affected by the ambassador’s pa-
thetic representations of the grief and
& despan' into which the captivity of the
“prince had plunged his parents, Sir Her-
man was strongly inclined to grant their
request: but in the rest of the com-
manders thlS circumstance produced an
opposite opunon.

~ The greatness of ‘the present offers
 led them to form the most extravagant

~ expectations.” - They looked forward
with confiaent hope to the possession
of theobject of all their toils and dan-
gers.  The surrender of Jerusalem, as
the price of the prince’s liberty, seem-
ed to them a probable event. Sir Her-
man, though less sanguine, yielded to
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.théir judgment, and reluctantly dxs.mssa
cd the a.JldeS;\dOl'b

Puring this da(ff "the ‘troops enjoyed
repose . for in the hourly expectation of
receiving mew pro; osals fmn;-theqpﬂnce'
of Diamascus the! prhy.cted operations
were suspended.  Evening caine; but
ivbrought not the desic ed mtelhﬂ‘ence,,—
and many with heavy hea tched
the decline of that sun - W. ; :h had wit~
nessed their hopes. As thedé}?‘cidﬁ&&
the sounds of m1rt“1 ceased, afid the . soi-
diers silently renred with minds cheer-
less and gloomy: as* the gathermg shades
of night.

All was profoundly still ; yet Sir Her-
man sjept not.  His fancy coentinually
presented to his view the prince of Da-
mascus and his despairing family, such
as the ambassadors had represented
them.  As in imagination he contem-
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o

o )

x e : -
plated their distress he accused hims=if
of inhumanity, and regrerted, that, lis-
_tening to the suggestions of a sordid and
; deluswe polmy, he had renounced the
ofires aémg their happmess.

; “if not egcited were ‘at
 least ‘more strongly impressed on the
 mind of Sir Herman, since he had vi-

'sned the captwe prince.# His tender
age (for he ‘had not yet complctcd his

5 twelfth year) ]omed to the greatness of

P L' o | 3 |
_nlS mlSlbrt‘une a.ud Lho 2UTtItuae witae

which he sustained it, msgn'cd Sir Her-
~man with admiration and compassion.
“He easily conceived the excessive grief
~ which theTess of such a child under any
- cxi‘currstances ‘must. occasion; - but in
this. case he felt it more peculiarly dis-
tr essing : the three. brothers of the
young Abdallah had perished in battie,
and left him the sole survivor.
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Harassed by these unpleasant reflec-
nons, Sir Herman quitted his couch,
and sought to banish them by reviewing
some new and daring plans which he had
 before sketched. Whi _;f:ngaged in this
attempt sleep surpuse I hi _
unsettled slumber he was suddenly»
awaked by a slight noise; and opening
his eyes, he beheld the black standing
beside him. Sir Herman started from
his seat, and seized his sword, which l;ly' :
on the tal#le before him. : :

A dagger was in the hand of the
blacls, who, anticipating the next move-
ment of Sir Herman, presented .t to
his bieast, at the same time saymﬂ' in a
firm though suppressed tone;” * Move
not, if you value your life. It is not
‘that I seek. If it were, what hindered
my taking it while you slept ? ‘Affection
and despair have placed me above fear,
and in my difficult and dangerous pur-
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pose you alone can aid me.” As he
- spokeshis eyes were fixed on Sir Her-
man. The transient flash of rage,
* which burst from them, was lost in the
glare of settled malignity. His extend-
- ed arm brandished the dagger on high,
~while with enthusiastic bitterness he ex-
_claimed, “ Grant, holy prophet, re-
venge ; revenge for all our sufferings.”
- The rays of the lamp suspended in the
_centre of the tent fell on him, and re-
vealed with accuracy his countenance
and figure. His stature far exceeded
the common height : athletic and vigor-
ous, his port was lofty and command-
~_in= < an air of fierce severity character-
li\iZé,d ‘his Tearnres rough and inhazmoni-
ous. is large full eyes gleamed "with
a terrible eﬁzpression, and in his thick
brows defiance lowered.
Sir Herman regarded him attentively.
Astonishment and curiosity succeeded
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to resentment. The black moved to-
wards the entrance of the tent. g Sir
Knight,” said - he < follow me, silence
and darkness be our cd'mpénions.”—

< ‘Whither, and for what purpose-?”r
demanded Sir Herman A

¢ The moments are ‘Iifetio'us. ; Fol- A
low me, and you wxll soon know.

i 2o
Fhe¥

Sir Herman paused. Prudénce:'and
doubt opposed the ardent desire which
he felt to penctrate this ‘mystery. .- His
suspense was short.  Bold, impetuous,
and young, the latter emotion prevailsd.
“¢ Proceed,”” said he to tne black; and
grasping his sword; he quitred th: tent.

The night was dark and hesvy.
Scarce a star glimmered to guide their
steps as they silently passed along one of
the most obscure avenues of the camp.
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Emert;ing from the tents, they reached

- the confines of the fcuest, unpercewed
by the centinels.

The black hasnly puttmg aside the
branches. and underwood, entered this,
_as Sir Herman .imagined, pathless wil-
derness. « With a swiftness difficult to
equal he ‘wound his w2y among the
_ trees, . somenmes turnmg to -the right
and to theleft, in endless vannty

Sir@He’rmﬁm,' ~bewildered ambng the
numerous infricacies, scon lost all know-
'@ledge;of the way in which they wander-
"~ ed -~ He was even uncertain in what

direction E‘e‘t‘am:) stood. = Neither

+ spoke,~ as Sir Hernlzin,' wondering

~ what would be the termination of this
strange adventure, continued to follow
his conductor. - The winding “\am at
leﬁgth brought them to a smzll opening

in the forest. = “¢ Hasten,” exclaimed
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the black. A loud rustling" was heard
among the trees on the opposite side,
and from beneath their shade two blacks
;adva;nced, each leading a dromedary.

The black immediately sprang on
one, -and motioning to Sir Herman
to mount the other, said, ¢ Our journey
is not long, but we must be speedy; for
‘by yonder planet setting behind those .
trees, it is already mear midnight.
Come, Sir Knight, despatch,” he con-
tinued, perceiving him hesitate.

Sir Herman remained musing. It
was now that an apprehension of :rea-
chery first occurred.- He knew what the
success which had generaily atended
his arms had rendered him extremely
cbnoxious to the infidels: they had
even sworn, that, were he once their
prisoner, no ransom would induce them -
to restore his liberty. He fixed his
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ejres on tHe countenance of the black ;

: ,:f‘-’gwho as if he conjectured what was pags-

ingin his mind, solemnly assured him,

" i the name of the prophet that no ev:l

ed over. prudence, and he ascended the

*"iammal ~ which, boundmg forward,
cagerly _rfjollow_egd igs companion. The
Lnight felt ‘reluctance and regret, but

they came too late: the moment was
past which determined his destiny. It

~wac then that, drooping. her head, his

" better qemus W’Iﬁ'/ a sigh remqreﬂ her

charge, and ,the fatal smtgrs in their
gloomy hall of visions plied their loom.

- Wirle th'éy:wove the dark web of Sir
* Herman’s fate, they sung, in a mourn-

ful measure, of beauty's mighty power,
of glory lost, of love and death.
VOL, 1R o ¥
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 After nearly an hour’s ride; Sir Her-
man discerned at no great distance va-
rious lights. “ We must dismount
here,” said the black; and having fas- .
teried the animals to a tree, he directed
Sir Herman to follow him in silence.
On quitting the forest, the knight per-
ceived that they were within a camp,
and that the lights which he had before
observed indistinctly through the trees,
proceeded from numerous lamps sus-
pended “from  a pavilion.* The black
conducted Sir Herman by an obscure
avenue on one side to a tent nearly ad-
joining to the pavilion, and 1mmed1ately
'Wlthdl eW. el
The suspicions of Sir Heérman. recur-

- red, and left to himself, he indulged the -
anxious reflections to which his situztion
‘gave rise. Not a sound broke the pro-
found stillness : it seemed as if the camp
was uninhabited. Beside the black, Sir
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Herman had beheld no human being;
on their approach they had encountered
no centinels: silence and uncertainty
- impressed Sir ‘Herman with a kind of
awful expectation. Was this suspense
the prelude of death?

‘This unpleasant reverie was shortly
interrupted. A curtain which he had
not before observed, placed on one side
of the tent, was withdrawn, and a female
voice invited him to advance. Sir Her-
- man looked round for the person who
had spoken, and at the opposite extre-
mity perceived a female black, who mo-
tioned to him to approach. At the
same time she-rtaised the embroidered
silk which covered the entrance, and
ushered Sir Herman into a most superb
pavilion. 5

On each side, in golden tripods, the
choicest perfumes of the east were burn.
D2

-
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ing, and the blaze of mnumerable tapers
was reflected ' with daazuna brightness
from the hangmgs htghly ornamented

O Ver: _,;_'llver. At the
farther end on a sopha a httle r:used- ;

either hand dt A respa“ful dlstance,‘
three female slaves were standmg

On the egtraﬁéez,irgf“-*'s,l-r’ H;c'rm_an,.
who paused in astonishment at this un-
expected scene, tie lady rose from the
sopha, and slo )z.,ad'wiri’(:eid towards him.
cs lhu\rucus W*lrrlor., said: she, =& i'nA -
whose powc.r it has pleased th‘e holy
Allab to pisce the dekiiny of our Fouse,
deizn to iisten to'my supplication. And
t!n_::f, O great prophes, | ehe continued,
dropping on he krnee and raising her
claspei hands; #¢ who from 1 ~y bowers
of bliss behioldess our SO.l.lOW, inspire
his: heave with pity P2 o
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= While she spoke, her venl shupe&
7‘ _,.‘asnk, zmd revealed to Sir Herman 3
‘ ‘countenance of majesnc sweetness. Her
e;e,s,'vm which a :

‘tear tremble =d, met his.
mstaﬂf‘ ~ LA deep suf-
heek and with.

' o;l.

f to —mﬁ)rm him in-
uld have the hap-

After a few minutes she \}:épliéﬁ, (L3555
me you behold the daughter ‘of ,the '
pritice of Damascus, the sister of the
unfortunate Abdailab.””" The emotion
_of the ,priﬁ_\:e:s‘s_f obliged her to pause;
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but in a short time she subdued her feel-
ings, and with pathetic eloquence im-
" plored the liberation ‘of her brother. -
Sir Herman, indignant and shocked by
a request so inimical to his honour, was
silent; but his countenance  revealed
what he forbore to express.® Thea:e the
princess read the anmhllauon of her
hopes. ViEman o

The generosity and humanity for
which Sir Herman was justly celebrated,
had induced her to believe with the
usual facility of distress, which eagerly
seizes the most feeble prospect of relief,
that an appeal to his benevolence might
perhaps dispose him to zeiax from the -
severity of war, and restore the young
Abdallah to his afflicted parents. This
romantic. and chimerical expectation,
the offspring of despair, had hitherto
supported her spirits. It failed; and de-
stitute of any other resource, she yielded



55

to the bitterness of hopeless grief. In-
sensibility did not come to her aid; but
she uttered no complaint, as, reclined in -
the arms of her attendants, she poig-

nantly felt the anguish of disappoint-
ment. :

Sir Herman beheld her sorrow with
compassion : resentment was succeeded
by pity. He considered in her request
only the affection which dictated it, and
which entitled her to respect and esteem.
The attendants, apprehensive of her
fainting, had removed her veil. The
mingled grief and submission displayed
on Ler countemence, wrought powerfully
on the heart of the knight; and anxious
~ to mitigate her distress, he promised to
shew every indulgence towards the young
prince, and, as far as his duty permitted,
“to fulfil with -solicitous attention . her .
wishes respecting him..



These assurances. reheved the appre-
hensions of the princessy. and with grace-
ful dignity she expressed her grautude. :
Matually pLased they were not. con-

. scious of the lapse of time; and. both
with sur prise and regret heard the black
who had conducted -

nounce that the. murmng Would. shortly
dawn.  Sir Herman, lingered yeta few

Imomeats, and then reluctamly with-
(LCW &

How different were his emotions on
enteru)g and quxttmg th ,,.pavxho,n A
new and powerful pass ‘engaged his

thoughts, as through the mtncate mazes
of the forest he followed hls condv.ctor
in silence.  On reac_hmg-.the chﬁnes of
‘the camp, the black quitted him; and,
unobserve‘d, Sir Herman gained his tent.

The:bazan moved ; -and jacquélinér
laying the book hastily asidé, approach-
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ed him. = He still slept, but his slumber
was feverish ; for the agitation of his
~ mind rendered ‘him uneasy. He spoke,.
"-fand jacquehne dxstmgmshed the names
-and Albert. Those names. re-
- She looked fearfully
At that ‘moment the
ateau sfruck one. She
mbled. Had it been any
_the sound been repeat-
“ed, she woult have been less affected.
To her the sxlence “which ensued after
this solitary interr uption seemed more
awfully profound <¢ The neon of
night,”” che ex.x‘.lanmed cis past,. and.
my._ father is yet safe. Spirits of the
- new-born day protect him through the
venmaining hours of darkness!”

. ihe baron soon became more com-.
,.,poscd and Jacqueline sought to banish
~ her apprehensions by resuming the pe-

rusal of the legend. :
o5



CHAPTER XIX.

THE next 'niorﬁiri‘g Sir Herman, anxi-
ous to fulfil his promise to the prmces
removed the young Abdallah to a tent
adjommg his own; and granting him
every possible indulgence, endeavoured
to relieve the gloom of captivity. *The
prince, not insensible to his kindness,
soon beheld Sir Hefman with pleasure,
and the character of conqueror was lost
in taat of friend.

. It was in vain that Sir Herman exerted
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his influence with the other leaders to
obtain their consent to the liberation of
the prince; but vexation at having re-
fused terms which they now with rea-
- son apprehended would not be granted,
rendered them inaccessible to pity.
They were the more confirmed in this.
determination by recent intelligence that
the prince of ] us, irritated by the
rejection of his liberal offers, and by
their presumptuous expectations, had:
repaired to Jerusalem, resolved to de-
- fend it to the last extremity, and to effect
* his son’s liberation by force.

The mild and engaging manners of
the young prince, joined to his striking
resemblance of” the princess his sister,.
déily increased Sir Herman'’s regard for:
him ; and renouncing gayer society, his
leisare hours were spent with the sap-
tive. Abdallah. |
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Such was the state of affairs when Sir
Herman oner night beheld the black en-
ter his tent.. A‘:fter‘épologﬂisimg' for his
mtrus:on, he informed Sir Herman that
the princess was ill, and wished much
to see him. The knight hes1tated his
inclination and his honour were at' vari- -
ance. To hold a clandestin
ence with the famils
my of his friends and of the cau
he had engaged to support, wi
nant to his principles.  He was sens
that he ought not to accept the in tta-
tion; yet the consideration of the fflic-

- tion which his refusal would occasion
to the princess,'a’znd‘ his extreme -desire
of once more beholding her, rendered
him unable to ebey the dictates of pru-
dence:. He: went. The sight of the
princess only-imcreased his fatal passion.
Love and pity took full pessession” of
his soul ; and notwithstanding the dan-

e mrespond«
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ger which attended them, these clandes-
tine visits -were frequently -repeated, in_
«defiance of the constantly violated reso-
lution that each should be the last. ~

It was not probable that with the
gl‘eatest caution these nocturnal excur-
sions could long remain unknown. The
£ black was obst ;,‘j_d one night by the
: 'Vcentmel.s_trafve_r ing the camp, and he
with diﬂicult}r cluded their pursuit. His
_sudden disappearance, joined to his co-
- lour and @;traordmrwy stature, impress-
et the suldlers with: awe, and induced
them to believe that they had beheld
some supernatural being.

This adventure would perhaps have
‘been soon forgotten, but for the envy of
a young knight whose glory Sir Herman
hrzd eclipsed, and who had long watched
an opportunity of destroying his rival’s
fame. He encouraged and confirmed
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theiaccount of the soldiers, by declaring-
that he had himself more than once wit-
nessed the same appearance, and at- -
tempted to follow it, but always lost it
near Sir Herman’s tent.s

This declaration was indeed partly
true, but he was also acquainted with
other circumstances which at present he
did not think it prudent to mention. He"
had traced the black to Sir Herman’s:
tent, he had followed their steps to that
of the young Abdallah, and through an:
opening in the curtain had beheld the
black prostrate himself before the sleep-
ing prince; and had heard Sir Herman.
renew the solemn promise which he had
given to the princess of shortly restoring
her brother’s liberty. ;

The strange and marvellous report of
the soldiers was soon circulated through-
out the camp, and Sir Herman, whom:
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they most concerned, was as usual the
only person ignorant of them: -but
though unacquamted with the cause, his
penetration enabled him to perceive,
notwithstanding  the artifices used to
conceal it, that he. was become an Ob_]CCt
3 of cunosuy. et

. ;These cahjéétﬁres, instead of suspend-
‘ing, only hastened the accomplishment
of his-resolution. To his affection for
the princess he had sacrificed his glory,
but not his honour: in no respect had
“he betrayed the interests of his friends,

_ till, subdued by her pathetic solicitations,
“ be had sworn to liberate the young
prince. . That hour closed his brilliant
- prospects : the hopes and objects of pur-
suit which had filled the long vistaef suc-.
ceéding years, faded from his view. To
falfil his promise, and die with dignity,.
‘alone engaged his thoughts. :
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Abdallah was restored to his kindred
and country. Sir Herman accompanied
him. It was the last t.me he should be-
hold the Prmcecs. messed thie

GXperieﬂ.ced thé‘fre
lence : to insure thi
resigned his own.

asures Whlch Wealth and tltles,
could bestow courted his acceptance : he

‘might still be near the object of his fond-

est affection. = Such were the thoughts
of Sir Herman, as nelmte*xed in silence
to their earnest request. He was in-
deed unable to reply; for though his:
resolution was not to be shaken, their
kindness made the moment of parting
more cruelly severe.  Long delayed, ir
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. came at last.. With dificulty he toze
himself from them. ¢ The bitterness -of
death is past,” he exclaimed, as he rush-

- ed fro nj‘th;e;;pavilit}n,'

> ‘%he déy h'ad'l'zd', i ed  some time,
“and as Sir Herman traversed the forest
the sun rose with unusual splendour,
~-He stopped to contemplate for the last
time this magnificent spectacle. 1t was
__the last morning of his existence. To
hitm it bad risen never to set, In-a
few hours; day and night would be to
bim the same.  Awfully sublime ideas
filled his mind, as hé cast a parting
- glance around, and slowly pursued his
way, 5

On reaching the camp, he repaired to
the tent of the monarch who then com-
manded the army.  Here he found the
~chiefs assembled. . On his entrance their -
countenances expressed surprise; in some
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‘mingled with joy, but in the greater
number with fear. Sir Herman without
regarding them advanced to the foot of
the th‘rone, and demanded of his native
~ sovereign a private audience. 3

His request was immediately granted ;.
and to him Sir Herman made a full dis-
closure of his. conduct.  With all the
particulars, except his motives, the King -
was already acquainted. The motions
of Sir Herman had been observed by the
prying eye of envy; and s.carcely had he
quitted the camp with the young prince,
when in consequence of this ‘intelligence
he was hastily pursued, but the intrica-
cies of the forest baffled ihe exertions of
his enemies, and .soon obliged them to
réenounce the attempt. At the moment

of his arrival, the chiefs were engaged
in deciding on hls fate.

Sir Herman. did not seek to interest
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the king in his favour. He confessed
‘his guilt, declared his life forfeited by
the laws of military discipline, and de-
sired that the sentence might be imme-
diately executed. But though in the
flower of his age he could thus tranquil-
ly resign life, his fame was still dear to
him; and he intreated that after his
death the motives of his conduct might
be ‘made pubhc

: The king’s pity was strongly excited
by the candid avowal of Sir Herman ;
but his guilt was too generally known,
and his example too dangerous, to admit
of pardon. Had it been offered, Sir
Herman would-have rejected it~ with
scorn: his honour was forfeited, and he
disdained to live.

The troops were formed. As Sir
Z{erman entered the fatal circle, they
hung their heads; they would not by
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their looks msult his fallen - fortune
Repeated acts’ of kindness had grea*‘ly
endeared him to them ; and at this mo-
ment ‘they remembered only his bene-
~ volence and valour.

The a rchnis prepQ :d*Ehexr Bﬂv@"aﬁdf
the signal was give A deep and ge-
neral sigh burst from the surmundmg
multitude as the arrows cut the aﬂf"’Su‘
Hernmn was no more. - =

]acquehne closed the bo@k The
melancholy czﬁtastrophe of the tale had
increased the oppression - of her spirits,
and introduced a train of - gloomy
thouglits. She reflected on the extra-
~ ordinary circumstances = which Agnes .
had related, and on the conversation
which she had 1mperfectly heard be-
tween Sir Almeric and the stranger in
the banqueting- -house, In several par-
ticulars they coincidedi She turned-her
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_eyes on the baron and shuddered. ¢ Is
nﬁfaif@r a murderer ?” breathed in 2
tone scarcely audible, escaped her Ii ps.
Jacquehne started ; for she fancied that
 alow but dxstant Whlspcr rcphed “tle

e i_S.”

i “«V‘ith;frenzied eagerness she explored
the ‘apartment. “Horrible ideas seized
. her imagiaation. ¢ Perhaps,” she ex-
3 c]almed ¢ the spirits of the murdered
Lover unseen round their destroyer.”
~ Her limbs irembled, and she dropned
‘on heér knees bESIde tiie sopha on Wthh
« the baron xechned

He moved ; and u’nclosing his” eyes,
perceived her. % Is it you, my daugh-
ter 2” he said. - ¢ Why are ;uu here 22
Jacquelvm, could not reply. - The la.ﬂ-
guor of his fearures, and- the wild =x-
pression of his eyes, shocked her. She
beheld ‘with deep distress the ravages
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which the suffering of that evening had
produced ; ‘and the tone of affection’in

which he addressed her, totally over-
came her fortitude. :

The baron, much surprised at her
emotion, tenderly taking her hand, said,
¢Is it for me you grieve, Jacqueline? I
am better.”” 'While he spoke, a sigh be-
lied his words. Jacqueline  heard it.
¢ My father,” said she, “am I unwor-
thy to share your sorrows ? Wh)? do you
~ so carefully conceal from me the mis-

fortunes with ‘which even your memals
are acquamted PR ,

¢ Who has presumed to speak to you
on a topic-which I have prohibited?’’ in
quired the baron in a voice of unusual
severity. W :
¢ Forgive,” said Jacquelme, “ my
introducing a subject painful to us both,
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but which the events of this evening
compel me to pursue. I cannot know

that you are menaced with danger, and
~ be silent. Chance guided my footsteps

- to the banqueting-house. I have seen
the tomb of Eloise.”

<« ;-Ier tomb I”” exclaimed the baron.
¢« Unhappy Eloise, has death then ter-
minated her SOTTOWS 222

¢ Do you not know it

The baron did not immediately reply;
. and Jacqueline in 2 faint tone continued,
¢ Alas! my father, did she not fall by
your hand?”?” —

The baron started, and throwing on
her a glance of resentment, said, < Is it
possible, Jacqueline, that you believe me
capable of such atrocity ?*
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s¢J know not whaf to believe or doubt.
My tears best speak fnhut my feelmgs
are and have bcen. i

After a shortl’;b’ause the baron said,
¢¢ T promised a few dé.y'srs'mc_e to com-
municate to you the disasttous events
which have destroyed my happme,gf. I
once hoped that you would never have
heard them ; but that is past they have
been already. related to' you with the
mistakes and exaggeratwns of fear and
ignorance.

«It is now two and twenty yearq
since that unfortunate period, but the
intermediate spa\,e seems only as a day;
so vivid are my recollectxonsl" “he
emotion. of the baron ebliged Bdm to
pause; and Jacqueline, shocked by his
evident distress, intreated him ot 1o
attempt a recapxtuhuon of event§ which
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would only increase his affliction, and
besought him rather to turn his atten-

 tion fo the means of averting the danger
- to which he was exposed from the re-

sentment of Sir Almeric.

These words excited the utmost asto-
nishment in the baron. ¢ Sir Almeric!”
said he. ¢ What have I to apprehend

_from him?”

“ He is no longer 'ignoré.nt of his
birth,” Jacqueline replied ; ¢ and his pa«

- rents’ untimely fate excites his utmost

indignation.”
The baron in some agitation inguired
who were his parents.
g g
Jacqueline regarded him with a look
of surprise as she said, ‘¢ With his fa-
ther’s name I am unacquainted ; but is
VOL. 11T e S E :
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it possxble, my lord that you do not
know he is the son of Elome P72 %

s oFler son s excl'aimed the baron.
4 Then my fears Were true, my revenge
just??’ e :

~ ““Most unjust,” murmured a deep :
voice. : :

The baron and Jacqueline turned has-
- _tily, and beheld at the end of the sopha
a tallfigure completely: em'eleped ina
sable garment. For a moment no one:
- spoke, till the baron demanded who he-
was. ;

Jacqueline scarcely resplred for-in
him :he recogmzed the compamon of
Sir' Almeric in the banqueting-hownse.
Extending her arms towards hlm she
could only say, Spare my father.”
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<¢\Who are your”’ the baron again
demanded. - ¢ For what' purpose are
~ you here?” :

. “ To behold and ‘eﬁjoy;ydﬁr misery,”’
said the stranger. I am the herald of
.death. = The son of Eloise no longer

- livewis o ' '

Jacqueline cast on him a glance wild
and terrific. Twice the ‘name of “Sir
Almeric burst from her hps she was
unable to proceed sl

The stra’ngei continued, ¢ He reject-
- _ed the terms on which his safety depe1m~
ed, and with h.lS life I sealed my ven-

; ‘Teance

¢ His life!”” exclaimed Jacqueline.
- Her strength failed, a mist overspread
her eyes, and her head sunk on the

sopha to thch she clung for support.
E2



76 =
Indignént at the conduct of the stran-
ger, the baron rose and advanced to-
wards him. The spirit of ancient va-

lour once more animated his limbs and
flushed his fa_ded ciheek. :

AL h1s approach the stranger loosed
the folds of his garment; and throwing
it back, revealed his countenance. His
eyes were fixed on the baron while with
stern solemnity he said, Do you know
me! PR e : 2 A

His features revived some indistinct
recollections in the mind of the ‘baron
as he regarded him in. sxlence.

“Am T so changed,”'ft'hc stranger
proceeded, * as to have lost all trace of
what T was? Has time utterly effaced
me from your remembrance ?* :

5¢ Wereit possible,” replied the baron,
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after a short pause, < I should say you
were Sebastian. But how altered!”

‘1 am he 2 ;re'oined the stranger.
®) ]

S My fnen 7 said the baron, at the
_ same time extending his hand,  Why
so long absentP Why this strange -re-
turn 2’

< Friend !*’ cried the stranger with a
* wild laugh of mingled hatred and con-
tempt : ¢ Your enemy, your bitter un-
relenting enemy.  But for thee I might
have been ——— but let me not think
of what = was ‘and what I am, lest mad-
ness interpose and disappoint révenge.
Fiends of ‘despair, who have so long
tended my stéps, behold another victim.
. Fifzbaynham,” he continued, ¢ livi:. I
spare your life, and resign you to the
more lingering pangs of hopeless grief
and remorse. When Albert perished, you
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slew. the husband of - your swter, the
father of Sir Almenc. L

Thej:baron groaned. :;F‘or an instant.
he stood the image of guilt and horror.

<« Wretch!”? exclaimed ;the‘ b:a'ron; as
he attempted to seize the stmnger, who,
stepping back, easxiy eluded his  feeble
~ €6 e et vnll who suﬁmlated

gr:ddl:, T WO Ak e o
my resentmient Accursed hour, when
I listened to '*‘youl ‘delusions !  What
urged you to deceiveme??’ :

¢ Love, ambition, and féveﬂé‘e Your
pride forbade my hopes ; scorn repaxd
my love; death defeated my _ambition :
but revenge Is, a{_nd- sha_il, be, mine. With
the torment of demons I have purchased
it.  Yes, Eloise, over your dymg couch
I vowed ‘eternal enmity to all your kin-
dred. The husband and the son have
fallen ; but you, I‘itzbaynham, shall live
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to feast my eyés with the spectacle of
your hopeless anguish, In your pangs
1 may find consolation for my own.

¥ -

A Sétai;i_c smile of triumph appeared
“on the countenance of the stranger, and
with an air of insolent defiance he view-
ed the baron’s distress. ‘¢ For the pre-
- sent we part,” he continued; ¢ bur I
shall be ever near you; my steps will
follow yours.”” He wrapped his dark gar-
ment round him, and turned to depart.

e S o ‘exclaimed the baron, roused
from his lethargy of grief. ¢‘I have
: m-uch’ to inquire.”r
¢ I did not come to be mterrogated it
rephed the- stranger, ~and again moved
on.
5 o
Thegbaron, highly proveked, and anx-
jous to prevent his escape, summoned

>
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his attendants.’ Arthur, w1th those in
the anteroom, lmmedxately entered.
< Detain him,” said the baron to them,
while with his hand he directed their at-
- tention to the stranger, who, hasnly Te-
treating, was almost lost in the obscu-"
rity in which the extremlty of the apart-
ment was involved. .« 2 s

The domestics no sooner beheld the
dusky figure of the stranger, than, ut-
tering a cry of terror, they fled. Arthur
alone remained, though equally alarmed :
duty and affection prevented him from
forsaking his lord. Tt was in vain that
the baron called to them to return : they
were far beyond the I'Ec(Ch of hlS voice.

Astonished and Jrntated by this sud-
den and to him who]ly unaccountable
desertion, the baron sezzed a taper and -
advanced with s much speed#as his
weak state permitted. They examined
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the ex:remxty of the chateau, but the
stranger was mnot there; and as they
passed the door which commimnicased
with the cabinet, they percelved it to be
unclosed.,s S

The way by %ch the stranger had
departed was ev1dérit for the windows
of that apartment opened on a gallery,
which, extending the length of that side
of the chateau, was terminated by a flight
of steps leading to the garden.‘ Arthur,
who trembling had followed the baron,
implored him not to pursue further the
mystenous Ob_]GCt of his alarm.

The danger to. which ]acquehne be=
lieved the baron exposed, dispelled the
~ stupor of grief, and restored her fa-
cultlea, for excess of terror, and the
rapld succession of her emotions, %had
prevented her fainting, and she was con-

" scious of all that pzissed. Sheé rose and
x5 g
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hastened after the baron; inreating him
to return. - His weakness cornpe!led him
¢to” comply, for the transient strenglh
“which indignation had_ imparted was
'soon exhausted, and supported by Jac-
queline and Arthur he with leﬁcully
reached the sopha.

In the mean time
‘mestics by their clamour ha&' ’ tie
_the rest of the household. e cause.
of alarm was quickly circulated, and “a
ghest,”” ¢ a ghost,” was eagérly repeated
on all sides; as if it were a matter of com:
petition who could Uftéﬁit' ‘with: the most
celerity.  Nothing more readily pro-
duces, good fcllowship:and- equahty than
fear. 'All those little distinctions of
which the lgnorant and self-important
‘are so tenacious were forgotten, and the
highest and lowest of this motley group
crowded: tonethgtj with so- much*zeal,
that “a~spectator - might ~have supposed
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they were trying to.ascertain the small-
“est space-in which it .was possible to:
stand. &+ | Sk
_In this close conclave was debated the:
most proper mode of . conduct to be
“adopted in tk adful emergency ;and
it was at | reed to- proceed in a
' aron’s apartment. - -But in
his plan into execution a new
ty occurred ;- for . the forms  of
good breeding were so strictly adhered
to, and each so vehemently declined the
‘honour of preéedence, that there-seemed
little probability of their ever quitting
the hall.

~ Fronm¥this dilemma they were relieved
by the temerity of Simon, who; anxious
to rescue his character from the:suspi-
cions to which his fright in the banguet-
ing-house' had exposed it, voluntarily
-offered tolead the van. The rest of his
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brave associates followed in a close com=--
“pact order. . Fach was eager to shun
the.rear ; and to acquire and maintain a
place in the centre became the sole ob-
ject of ambition. Their progress was
slow for to their ternﬁed imaginations
every sound appeared lous, and they
often started at the'wk f the wind
as they passed along the ga ery. After
many needless alarms, and as Te
trograde movements, they re'lc
~ entrance of the baron’s apartment.

Resolved not to incur the censure of:
rashness, or deviate from the prudent
caution Whlch had hitherto regulared
their conduet in this affair, they stopped
to listen ; and encouraged by&the un-

broken silence, they ventuled to unclose
the door.. 4

@
They beheld only the baron, vmh Jac-
queline and Arthur; and soon convine-

@
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ed that their alarm was groundless, their
fear changed its object, and dreading the
just displeasure of their lord, they sepa-
rated with nearly as much haste as they
had collected. The principal domestics,
and personal attendants of the baron,
alone remained. '
The recent agftation of the baron had
reduced him to a most alarming state of
weakness, and rendered him equally un-
able to express his indignaticn or punish
heir criminal desertion. He long con-
tinued nearly insensible, till at length
-the usnal restoratives recalled the feeble
and almost exhaustéd functions of life.

The distress of Jacqueline nearly over-

" came her fortitude ; and her filial affec-
tion alone enabled her to subdue her
feelings. Restored by her tenderatten-
tions to some degree of composure, the
baron observed the grief and even an- .
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guish impressed on' ‘her' countenance,
and thetdifficnlty with which she labour-
sed &o conceal ‘from him her emotion.
- Acquainted with the sensibility of her
disposition,.and not ignorant of her sen-
timents -in favour of. Sir “Almeric, he
conceived the extent and wolem:e of her

SOITOW. 20 £ o

. Anxious” and apprehenswe for her
health he declared himself. much bet-
ter ; and desiring’ her to be careful of .
herself. for his sake, intreated her to re-
tire. ' Jacqueline, unable lohger( to con-
tend : with * her-increasing indisposition,
yielded to his- request, and accompanied
by Blanche, who-had a little before j join-
ed theém, relucﬁantly wnhdrew.
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gBe.but grcat, ’
With pratse or mfamy leave that to fate:
Pork.
————

Trr mental sufferings- of Jacqueline
produced a severe and: dangerous ma-
lady. - Several days: elapsed before any
favourable symptom appeared, to pro-
mise: her restoration. — During this
doubtful period . Blanche was unremit-
ting in her attentions. Influenced by a
‘friendship no less' ardent than sincere,
she omitted no opportumty of testifying
it and to ‘her kindness Jacqueling was
ptincxpally indebted-for her recovery.
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In affectionate attendance on the ba-
ron, whose health still continued  very
precarious, and in the society of Blanche,

~ Jaqueline sometimes experienced an al-
- leviation of those distressing recollections
which ineessantly occupied her mind,
The death of Sir' Almeric had closed for -
ever her visions of future felicity; to
her the world was become a blank.
With ‘no prospect to animate her to ex-
ertion, no hope to be realized, ro object
of pursuit, her days passed in listless in-
activity, monotonous and melanchbly as
ber thoughts. She rather endured than
enjoyed life. -

Though in the presence of the baron
she endeavoured to restrain her feeling’s-,
it was impossible wholly .;to-'c-:encealn'them.
Fearful of increasing her distress, he for-
bore. to make any inquiries respecting

* her visit to the banqueting-house ; while
Jacqueline was withheld by delicacy, and
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‘a2 similar consideration towards the DBa-
ron, from secking to learn the misfor-
tunes of Sir Almeric’s parents, and

- what she was particularly anxious to
know, the circumstances which had pro-
duced the unhappy termmauon of his

; father s ex1stence. e

The third ”wéek since the appearance
of Sebastian was drawing to a close, -

_when one morning Jacqueline was sur--
prised by the abrupt entrance of Blanche,
pale and in great agitation. = Jacqueline
besought her to explain the cause of her

~ alarm, but she was not immediately able
to reply. ' Grasping the hand of Jacque-
line, she’ could -only explain, ¢ My
friend, we must part. I shallbé torn for
ever from you. My fate is certain.”

Jacqueline regarded her in mute atto-
nishment ; and Blanche, having regain-
ed some degree of composure, informed*

-
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her that the marquis and marchioness
with Count Catejan had JUSt arnved at
the chateau.

This “intelligence reduced ]acquehne., ‘
-to a state .nearly similar to that of
Blanche. She trembled to beh{ lﬁ‘gher-;
self in the power of the marqms, whom
from.experience she knew to be- obsti-
nate and unrelentmg ; and she. con31der-
ed with additional terror. ‘that he was
under thc mﬂuence of the depraved and
unfeehng marchioness, Buat restraining
her ‘own emotions, ]acquehne endea-
voured briefly to reassure Blanche; and
sooth ‘the ‘first transports of her. just
alarm ; and -then hastened to the apart-
ment of the, baron : -for apprehensive of
the effect which the unexpected presence
of the marquis might produce, she was
anxious to prevent  his. being - abruptly
informed of his arrival.
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. As she passed along the gallery,she
_‘_g“distinguis_hed the voices of the count
" and marchioness, who were giving some
directions in the hall. Jacqueline shud-
'ﬂ_.dered as. e dgmgmds reached her, and
‘ Steps ; forisince:Blanche
- had acquaxmed .her with their true cha-
i racters, she felt towards them an emo-
- tion . of . disgust ‘not unmmgled with
- horror, :

'Theintention of  Jacqueline, to pre-
pare the-baron-for the reception of lis
lunwelcome guests, was disappointed : for
to her surprisa and vexation,-she found

. the marquis already there. He ‘was
speaking, but on her entrance he stop-
-ped ;-and then upbraided her for hav-

ing elandestinely quitted “his protection.
From his rash and inconsiderate - dis-
course ‘the baron learned with - astonih-
ment the cause of Jacqueline's till ‘now
unexplained absence from Fitzbaynham
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- castle, which regard to’ his féelings had
induced her . carefully to conceal from °
him. ety = i e

The marquis, uncm by the dis-
tress which his wor odu @
baron, pursued the ﬁt thh increas- -
ed eagerness.  After having indulged
- himself at some length in censuring his
sister’s conduct, he exhorted her'not to
exasperate him farther, by continuing to
reject the count’s proposals.” ¢ The fa-
mily is sufficiently dishonoured,’ * said he,
casting a glance on'the baron. * Those .
. who ought to have guarded its _dignity

at the peril of their lives, have loaded it
withe ignominy ; buor the mystery art-
fully thrown over those deeds is pierced.
~Since your residence here,’* continued
the marquis, ‘turning towards Jacqueline,
 you must have heard many particulars
of which you were before i ignorant, and
no doubt understand to what events |
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allude.  That they really happened, you
» can no longer hesitate to believe.”

| : :
- Jacqueline did not reply. She took
~ the hand of the baron, and tenderly be-
sought h1m to calm hlS agltatlon

et your taﬂ"ectioxi,” interrupted the

- marquis, *° appear in your actions, not
words. It is in your power to prevent -

- the evil which you dread.”

“In my power!’” exclaimed Jacque-
. line in surprise.

- <1 possess the proofs of guilt,” the
‘in'arquis rejoined ; *““ and it depends on
your acceptance or refusal of the coynt’s
~offer whether I suppress or publish |
them. Consider whose fate rests on
your decision.. I have passed my word
to the count, and you would do: well to

o
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fulfil the egpgsatcnt: into which 1 have
entered.” S

For'a few minutes all were silent;
till the baron, collecting his remaining
strength, addressed Jacqueline with af-
fecting solemnity. H‘e.conjured her not
to let her determination be influenced by
any consideration respecting him, and
intreated her to spare him'the intoler-
able anguish of- beholding her misery.
“ You are young,” said he. ¢ Do not
barter the happiness of your future
years, to purchase for me a short and
wretched existence.” Overpowered by
conflicting emotions, he was unable to
procéed.: A film spread before his sight,
and he would have fallen from his seat,
had not the marquis hastened to his-as-
sistfmce.'

His head rec'lin‘ed -on ‘the bosom of
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— his son: Pale and motionless the funcs

> tions of his life seemed to have ceased.
i 2

- ‘¢ He is gone,” exclaimed Jacqueline,
_as she hung over him in an agony of ’
grref ¥« You have destroyed -him.”
~ She fell on_.her knees before the baron;
‘émd' clasping' his  cold “hand,-her words
were lost in sobs. At this’ spectacle
~ even the f?nfeelmg marquis was sensible
~ of pity.  Those  long-forgotten - senti-
~ments of reSpectful esteem with which
he had formerly regarded his: father,
; ,occurred to, his recollectlon, associated
with the remembrance of his paternal
kmdness.

The marquis riele'nted. Those~mo-
tives which had urged him to violate
the sacred duty of a child, lost their

- _power: he reflected with wonder and
“contrition on his conduct, and ardendy

wished he could recal the past. As fgr
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a2 moment he traced his actions, and be-
‘heId how far he had deviated from the
path of virtue, remorse. and despair seiz-
ed him. ' o

The baron’s faculties slowly return-
ed; and perceiving by whom he was
supported, he raised his Iangmd eyes to
the countenance of his son, who unable
to endure the silent accusanoﬂ?‘expressed
in them, turned aside, and resxgmng his
station to Jacqueline, contmued for a
short time pacing the apartment.

Relieved from the terror Whl(:h the
baron’s sudden indisposition had occa-
sioned,,-his former thoughts and desxgns
resumed their empire, and expelled his
new and better intentions. He perceiv-
ed the advantage which the alarm of
Jacqueline gave him over her feelings ;-
and unrestramed by pity or delicacy, he
,resolvcd to improve to the utmost so
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_ fayourable an opportunity, and by strong-
* Iy exciting her fears for the life of the
baron, ‘extort her consent to the count’s

That he ever really meant to make
pubhc the - mysterxous ‘transactions in
- whichhis father had been the principal
actor, can_ scarcely be imagined. He
" knew that ‘they would not  only affect
. the baron; but cover the whole family
with disgrace ; for the strange uncer-
~ tainty ‘which rested on them Wouldjustly
‘nge “countenance to suspicions of the
_.most d),shonourable and infamous na-
ture.  So total indeed was the obscurity
‘in which they were involved, that he
was himself ignorant of many particu-
lars; and certainly he had exceeded the
truth, when he asserted that he possessed
sufficient proofs of the baron’s guile.

The fear of ridicule had no small
“VOILs ITT. 2
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share’ in determining him to persevere
in_his cruel persecution of his s:ster

and effectually steeling his bosom agamst
-every movement of compassion rendered
him careless of the misery to which he "
consigned her. Acquainted with her

great affection for the baron and her:
. high sense of duty, he did not doubt of
compelling her acquiescence +a his

plans; and he had triumphantly assur-
ed the marchioness and count that he
would bring her to comply with their
wishes. To fail after his confident boasts
of success was a ‘humiliation which nei-
ther his haughtiness nor vanity could‘
endure.

L€ i

Assailed by the pressing arguments
and threats of the marquis, and behold-
ing the sufferings of her father, Jacque-

line, agitated and almost sinking under
_her accumulated emotions, yielded at
length a hasty and scarcely audible as-
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_ sent. In the dawn of life, she renounc-
. ed every hope, and doomed herself so
. astate of wretchedness from which death
alone could release her. She only sti-
pu[ated for a. delay of ‘three days; an
“mdulgence which the marquis at first
- refused, but afterwards with some diffi-
culty was prevaxled on fo grant.

“"The baron astonished and confounded
- by the great and une\pected sacrifice
which ]acquehne had’” made to filial af-
 fection, was not immediately able by
)words to ‘express his feelings, but his

lookswere eloquent. In themwere blend-
¢ ed love, pity, and admiration. He could
appreciate her effort. He knew that her
first tender emotions were consecrated
to Sir Almeric: and though the death
of that knight had nipped them in the
bud, yet from his knowledge of her dis-
‘position he was aware that those widow-

T2
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ed hopes could never be forgotten, much
less devoted to another object. e

The conduct of ]acqu'elinre,' while it
engaged the esteem and gratitude of the
baron, excited also in his mind an em"
tion of indignation. He dJsdamed by
such means to purchase life. ¢ Unhap-
Py girl,” he exclzumed s W’ t%have
you done? Do you suppose me so base 4
as to accept existence on such terms e

Surprise and vexation appeared on the
countenance of the marquis, as he alter-{/
nately regarded the baron and. 1cqu
line. The Iatter, shocked, terr:ﬁed and
dlstressed remained gazmg on - her -
father, who, struggling with his weak-
ness, continued to address her. ‘“" Let
not affection for ‘me,” said he, ag¢ betray
your happiness. - Were I capable of tak-
ing advantage of your tenderness, I

=)
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should indeed abhor myself = '.He at-
1 'mpted to proceed, but the transient
: ammatxon which his anxiety for ]acque- ‘
e had inspired suddenly falled and he

~ The mar‘q&i‘s,- éitﬁer unableﬂ' or unwill-
ingito behold the sufferings which he
dv occasioned, summoned the baron’s
ttendants, and committed him to their
are. In the wild disorder of Jacque-
,me s countenance and manner, he per-
ceive “"dv the excess of her affection ; and
hensive lest her resolunon should

‘the baron agam addressed her, he
‘was unpanent to terininate the interview.
But neither his intreaties nor remon-

= strancef could prevail on her to quit the
+baron txll he began to revive ; nor would
she then have left him had she not
dreaded _the effect of the agitation whiclh

.
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her presence excxted in hla debﬂxtatd
state. '

The marquis followed Jacqueline into
the anteroom, and reminding her of [h&*;
importance of fulfilling her engageme
in order to put it out of her },ower"v o
Tetract, promised to convey to the cou
the pleasing intelligence of her sufren
der. : :

With faltering steps ]acquehne reach-
ed her apartment, scarcely daring to re-
flect on what she had done. On her,
appearance, Blanche, who was sulkthere,_"#i
sprang forward to meet her; b Ashe.i )
clasped only a statue; for pale, co d_and
motionless, Jacqueline remained insen- -
- sible in her arms. The endeavours of
Blanche to restore her were long unsuc-
cessful - Jacqueline still continued the
image of death. At length recalled
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~ from this state of oblivion, a confused
idea of the recent scene occurred to her
recollection. As her perceptions became
£ more clear, the shadows of hope fled,
. an d a horrid certainty succeeded.

many actions are accomplished
y those who once thought them impos-
e ! Had it been predicted only an
hour before, that Jacqueline would have
cn§ented to become the count’s wife,
she would as readily have believed the
st incredible among the tales of su-

Blanche anx10ust sought tomitigate the
: dlstress of Jacqueline, but when=idorm-
L ed of,:the cause, astonishment for a few
: superseded every other emotion.
o he. he destiny of Jacqueline appeared
- more. dreadful because wholly uhex-
pected “and she reflected with additional
regret that by having revealed the reaJ

\
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character of the count, she had undesign- -
edly increased her misery. Prevented
by delicacy from attempting to learn the
cause of this sudden acceptance of a
suit- evidently still disagreeable, an.d un-.
able to offer consolation, she rem'ﬁmedf
silent, but her tears—betrayed er senti-
ments ; and so much was her sympatl y
excited that for a short time she forgot
the dangérs which more 1mmed1ate£r_4
threatened herself, ~ +

Never is the value of frlendqfnp so
Justly appreciated as in adversity ; never
had Blanche been so dear to Jacquehne
as at this moment. But even the sad
comfert of weeping” together Was not
long permitted them. A message from
the marchioness soon requlred the nn-‘:
xnedlate attendance of Blanche.

Jacqueline not doubting th_’af ‘in conse-
quence of the concession she had just
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'_>vj_rher' desire would be readily grant=-
23 requested that Blanche mlght be

obey. Her spi-
‘by the real cala--

{ momenf"lr of partmg a forebodmg
ed her mind that they. should never

t- again ;. and:overcome by this new

dea, she hung on the arm of Jacque-

erars, she endeavoured to conc.eal her
‘ 2 prehensxons,, and: to. inspire
nche with hopes of future happiness.
‘ eThlS fnendly artifice in some degree suc~
ceeded in restormg her'composure ; #nd
pronouncing a last adxeu, she hurried.

from, the apartment.
F:5.
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Jacqueline, left to herself, indulged
for a short time the grief which she lxad

‘before restrained. On the troubled

ocean of futurity rested an awful gloom,
‘no ray of comfort 1Ilummed its Iower—f

ing and pertent
side she beheld

tude, she did not shrink from the drem'y
survey, but with a fixed eye contemplat-
ed the accumulated evils which awaited
her. She even seemed to gather from
- their view fresh vigour to encounfer
them. She looked round, as Milton has’
expressed it, to see what consolation she \
might .take from hope, what éourage |
from despair.

The consideration that many of these
misforcunes were irremediable, assisted
in no small degree in enabling her to
fulfil the resolution which she formed
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~ to support them with dignity. But it is
_ more easy to resolye than execute ; and
~ it was not without some struggles that
- Jacqueline adhered to this determina-
. tion.

leavoured to banish
“her plan. ' She even
to forget Sir Almeric; but this
g npt ,only revived his image more
* strongly in her memory, and with a sigh
she recollected how different her pro-
spects had once been. While her tears
fell for his untimely fate, she became
convinced that had he still existed, she
could never have completed the sacrifice
‘which duty required. .

As the hour of dinmer approached,
Jacqueline, not without some difficulty,
overcame her repugnance to meet, the
marchioness and count. But as she de-
scendéd, all the horrors to which she
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- had resigned'hers'elf rushed ﬁnew on her
mind. ~ Surprised, but not subdued, 2
few moments restored her fortitude, and

she entered the saloon w1th a seremry :
which she had scarcely dared to expect.

At hls approach aJ aequelme 1
rily recoiled, and withdrew. the
-which he attempted to take. The count,
though _provoked and. hurt by her con-_
duct, which after what the marquis had
told him, was wholly unexpected, affect-
ed not to perceive it, and concealing his
vexation, in elaborate terms thanked her
.~ for the honour which she had conferred.
on him. Jacqueline, during this speech,
of which she scarcely heard a word, -en-
dured the most cruel distréss; for the
count’s presence renewed the strong dis-
like with which she always had beheld

«
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him; and her countenance, the faithfut
index of her thoughts, betrayed disguss
- and even herror. g
. Her agitation was apparent ; and the
- count, with no small degree of astonish-
: nderness than he had

Wwn, inquired the cause,
méQesought her to inform him by what
ans he had been so unfortunate as to
incur her dxsp].easure. :

The marqufs had attentively watched
Jacqueline. He perceived with indigna-
tion her hesitation and confusion ; and
~aware that this moment would decide
her acceptance or rejection of the: count,
he hastily approached her, and” with a
look which she could not misconstrue,
softly. said, < Remember.””  That word
seemed endowed with an electric power,
so sudden and great was its effect on
Jacqueline. The danger to which her
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weakness had exposed her father, flashed
on heri 1rnagxnat1on, and at once restored
her formude e

Budoohe diﬂiéult, and as it would
probably have ‘proved, useless attempt
of apologizing to the count, she was
happily relieved by the marchioness join-'
ing them. After slightly noticing Jac-
queline with cold politeness, she'gaily.
addressed the count, and drawing him
aside, contrived by various artifices to
detain him near her during the rest of
the entertainment, though evidently
against his inclination.

Blanche was not present; and Jac-
queliné, though surprised and anxious -
on her account, did not immediately no-
tice her absence,in the hope that she
would soon.appear. But at length find-
ing the fallacy of this expectation, she
inquired for her with friendly earnest-
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ness. ¢ Blanche,” said the marchioness,
" ¢ is absent by my orders. Your lady-
. ship is not ignorant of the just causs of
_ offenice she has given me; and as a
slight punis’fx’ment‘l have confined her
to her apartment for a few days. Her
/ mgrautude would have justified me in
adopting m severe meastres; but
- Ienity is the foible of my dxsposmon, and
I always wish, where it is possible, to
correct with mildness.  You will excuse
my having included even your visits in
my prohibition during her seclusion.”
Without waiting for a reply, the mar-
chioness immediately changed the con-
_versation to a more lively topic, which
she supported with her’ usual ease and
vivacity.

But though with refined dissimulation
she was able to conceal under a cgunte-
nance of smiles and an engaging sweet-
ness, the fierce and turbulent passions

>



112
which raged within her bosom, she had
never before expenenced so severe a
trial. Envy, ha{red,'-’ and _Tevenge at
once occupied her soul.. n
she beheld a su %essfulsgiuv’al Who had
_alienated from her that heart for whose
possession honour? innocence,’ ‘and the
‘most sacred duties had been vxolated.
Every reﬁecnon produced almost mad-
ness, and mﬁch longer to support her

assumed. j’1ety she was: sensible. would
not be pe’§§1ble. R

J acqueﬁne; pleading indisposition,rose:
early to withdraw, but both the count
and marquis'strenubusly importuned her
ot to deprive them.so. soon- of her so-
ciety; and she would probably have
been compelled by th_euj_ joint solicita--
tions: to reliﬁquiéh her intention, had
not the marchioness interfered, and seiz-
ing this opportunity. to free herself from.
the presence of Jacqueline, with an ap-

(e
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pearance of friendly interest prevailed
on them ziot to oppose her departure
Forlorn and melancholy, Jacqueline
g retn'ed to her ,apartment. She wished
to visit her father, but feared lest unable
~ to. control her feelmgs before him she
should betray the anguish with which
she contemplated her approaching mar-
riage. The recent interview had in-
creased her aversion to the count: his
duplicity excited her abhorrence. Her
imagination seemed to have conspired
against her peace, and with endless fer-
tility presented to her view distressing
‘poqsibifities. Her thoughts were sad,
her prospects dredry; yet Jarqueline,
surrounded by afflictions and threatened
by impending evils, was really less an
object of compassion than the party
which she had quitted.

To their bosoms, the empire of the
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passions, peace never came. In the
midst of the highest festivities ~ their
hearts were joyless.  The memory of
their crimes rose as a frlghtﬁftl spectre
to their view, and snatched untouched
the cup of pleasure from their lips.. De-~
signing and unprincipled, each regarded
the other with distrust; and mutually
deceiving and deceived, they sought in
intemperance a respite from reflection.
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es, and meditates the prey.

Couched close I
R S Pork.

Waen the marchioness sought to
_ secure the affections of Count Cajetan
by disdaining the restraints of prudence
and honour, she prepared for herself
~ only misery and disappointment. Tlve
“duplicity which she practised towards
‘her father, and her ready comncusrence
in all the _pl.a‘n's devised to impose on
him, produced an effect totally opposite
to her wishes and expectations.  The
count, possessing 1ittl_é generosity,’“and
judging of others by himself, did not
consider this' conduct so much a proof
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of her regard for him as an evidence of
the depravity of her 'dispdéition ; and
the slight respect and esteem which he
had before felt towards hcr, were quickly
succeeded by aversxon ‘and contempt. :
While she was anxmusly labourmg to
remove the obstacles to their union, - he
secretly resolved that she should never
became his wife, :

Of this determination, or the change
in his sentiments which had produced
it; the marchioness was entirely unsus-
picious : for the same assiduity appeared
in his attentions; and his 'professions' of
inviolable attachment became more ar~
dent <n proportion as they were less sm~
cere:. '

It was at this period that the marquis,
then Lord Richard, arrived in lraly.
Eager in the pursuit of pleasure, he
plunged into every dissipation; and it
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was at the. ganiihg table, where they ac-
Jrrcident‘ally' "méf that his acquaintarce
V,t_w1th Count Ca*etan ‘commenced. The
* insinuating manners of the latter soon
lmprmred_ this ¢z ‘gal rencounter into in-
B timacy ; for in Lord Richard he beheld
proper object to ‘complete the interest-
"‘:ed plans‘whxch he had formed; and it
was by the count’s desire that De Som-
: L:'breull mtroduced his lordship to the
"marchloness. s 7 L

;- Hit h:éart?;‘ artfully prepared by the
. count to receive a deeper impression,
: ‘was 1mmed1ately captivated by the splen-
9 dour of her beauty and accomphshments 35
~ and the dignity of her rank, and the im-
B mense possessmns to which she was heir-
~ ess, engaged his ambition in the interests
. of his love. Wlth his usual impetugsity
he did not wait till time had enabled -
him to judge of her disposition, but
satisfied with her brilliant exterior, wall
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his attention was directed ‘to the attain-
ment of her hand. Sangume, and not
deficient in vanity, his rage and disap-
pointment when the marchioness reject-
ed his offer were indescribable; and it
was ot without dlfﬁculty that the count
prevailed on him to awalt the effect of
hxs mediation. ~

All the address of the coﬁ‘ was re-
qmred to overcome the objections of the
marchioness, and render her subservient
to his views. . He declared that the vio-
lence of his affection rendered him un-
able to endure ex1stence absent from
her, and under the mﬂuence of that con-
sciousness he conjured her to accept the
addresses of Lord Richard ; protesting
that his regard for her alone compelled
him.to renounce the hopes which he had
before indulged of aspiring to the hos
nour. of her hand; but convinced that
her father would never countenance their
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uriicn, he could not endure by his ill-
- fated passion to expose her to the mise-
_ ties of indigence. If she persevered in
refusing Lord Richard, it was his fixed
}-résolutioﬁ; rather than she shouid incur
the risk of her father’s displeasure should
- their attachment be discovered, to banish
himself, though sensible that he could
not survive the loss of her society.

« The marchioness, surprised and vex-
ed, could pot refrain from tears. ‘L'hat
the count, after all the sacrifices she had
made, should voluntarily relinquish his
claims to her hand, and strenuously re-
commend a rival to her fayour, Was so
~great and unexpected an indignity, mor-
tifying alike to love and vanity, and at
once destructive of all the hopes which
she had fondly indulged, that resentrgent
rendered her unable. 1mmed1ately to

reply.
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The count perceived her agitation,
and con]ecturmg ‘what was passing in
her mind, took this opportumty to re-
iterate in still stronger terms his resolu- -
tion of quitting Italy. It was on this
threat, which he had no intention of ful-
filling, that he placed his greatest reli-
ance: for well acquainted with the - ‘vio-
lent passions of the marchioness and the
little restraint which she was, ﬁstomed
tg impose on them, he knew that no-
motive of prudence or honour. would
have sufficient power . to influence her
conduct, Whﬁ[_l oppqsed t_o_her w_i;shes.

Of the extent of her aﬂ'ectxon for
the count she had given too decisive
proofs to admit of doubt, and he was
well convinced that rather than expose
herself to the loss of his society she
would gladly enter into any compromise
to detain him near her.
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_ The event showed that this opinion
’ was not erroneous ; for the dread of the
. _count’s absence achieved what no argu-
~.ments or remonstrances could have ef-
_fected : ' yet was her -compliance not un-
mingled with censures on his unkind-
¥ ness.- The count easil,y‘exculpgntéd him-
_ self from this charge, and scrupling no
professions, even contrived to turn it to
his advantage. He Jamented the neces-
sity which obliged him to give advice 50
opposite and even ruinous to his hap-
piness, and expressed his hope that she
would not drive him to despair by suf-
fering this new engagement to deprive
him .of her regard. Assured that he
still possessed her affection, he “should
endeavour ‘to wait with patience some
period more propitious to their love.
<¢ Perhaps,” said he,  the sacrifice
which we now make to prudence will
ultimately insure success, and these ma-

YOL, 1I1. G
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trimonial fettets which you.so unwill-

ingly accept, lead to liberty. Lord
Rxchard 1s not lmmortal 2%

‘This ambiguous speech produced in .
the mind of the marchioness the effect
which the count designed, and rendered

her less. unwzllmg to comply with his
advice.

Suchiwere. the ‘auspices under whxch
the nuptials of Lord Richard were cele-
brated; while he, unconscious: of. the
deception practised on himj; and blinded
by the charms of the marchioness and
_the artful demeanor of the: count; con-
sidered them as models of a perfect wife
~ and friend. As the relative of the mar-
* chioness and the protegée of her father,
the count was received by him with un-
suspicious freedom ; and in_the oppor-
tunities which their intimacy afforded
he.so successfully studied the. character
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of the marquis; and so- skilfully adapted
himself to his sentiments and prejudices,
~ as shortly to acquire a: distinguished |
ascendancy over his mind. i

He perceived that avarice and ambi-
tion were his master passions. The lat-
ter, controled by an habitual indolence,
which it was not sufficiently vigorous to
" counteract, did not appear in its usual
character of enterprize and activity, ayd

would probably have escaped a less in-
terested observer. But in the conduct
of the marquis ke plainly traced its in-
fluence ; too weak indeed to stimulate
him: to great or splendid attempts, but
sufficiently apparent in the safer though
ignoble and ‘sordid solicitude with which
he sought aggrandisement. It was on
these unpromising traits in the disposi-
don of the marquis that' the count de-
pended for the realization of his plans of

independence. : o
: e G2
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The conduct of the count was the
- resylt of reflection and design, not ca-
price. He was descended from an illus-
trious family of which he was the sole
representative ; ' and inheriting all the
pride which had distinguished his an-
cestors, but without their wealth, he felt
with poignant anguish his dependence.
It was an earnest desire to extricate him-
self from a conditon so uncongenial to |
his birth. and character, which had in-
du“ced-him to seek the favour of the
marchioness. Had she been amiable,
“he would have persevered in this design,
and secure of her affection waited till the
death of her father should put him into
posseSsion of her hand and property; but
this intention was of short ‘duration.
Theirintercourse had not continued long,
; before the imprudent conduct of the
marchioness forfeited his esteem, and
convinced him of her unworthiness. His
necessities were great, but he disdained.
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to purchase wealth by an dlliance with

‘her. © It ‘was not without difficalty that
he concealed his alienation, and with
culpable ingratitude he would have im-
ine'dia‘teiy abandoned her, had he not
“been restramed by new views of interest.

- His acquamtance with the marquis, Te-

7C6nt1y ‘commenced, had opened a flat-

“tering prospect to his ambition.

Vanity and envy often led the mar-
quis to mention the iarge' possessions
which had been bequeathed to Jacque-
‘line, and to regret that they were not
his.  To these discourses the count lis-
tened with attention. The _fgrtuge of
. Jacqueline, scarcely inferior to that of
~ the marchioness, was not dependent on
the pap-rice of her father. Her fame
was s'potlés's, and from her brother)s de-
scription she appeared to possess those
qualities which constitute the happiness
of domestic life, - Could he obtain her .
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in marriage, all his w1shes would be at
onge accomplished. Many obstacles,
nearly insuperable, were opposed to this
scheme, but the count possessed a per-
severing temper, and with such a goal
in view resolved to hazard the attempt.

To disengage himself from the mar-
chioness without forfeiting her friend- '
ship, was a primary step, and the success
which crowned this undertaking stimu-
lated him to fresh exertionss He seized
a favourable oppeortunity to declare his
design to the marchioness, and solicit

_her consent; and this delicate point he
contrived by his. artfu] répresentanons to
accomplish, and even procure her co-
operation l;o promote his suit.

But these concessions were extorted
more by necessuy and fear, than by the
importunity or arguments of the count.
She was too much i in his power to refuse
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or ‘even dispute 'the'prdposal§ lest, ex-
asperated by her opposition, he shopld

~acquaint the marquis with her crimes.
‘Her own prodigality also, joined to the

improvident profusion with which she
supplied the extravagance of the cousnt,

- rendered even her large revenue insuf-

ficient - to gratify his mcreasmg de-

mands

- The count took advantage of these
difficulties to urge the benefits which
“would result from his marriage with Jac-

queline. He ‘assured the marchioness
that interest was his sole motive, for his

heart was unalterably devoted to her;

and ‘as he had rever seen Jacqueline

- there could'be no cause to suspect. the

truth of this assertion : and he _hinted

that unless this connection took place,
he could not with propriety so frequent-

: ly enjoy her society, and when she quit-

Q9

E}
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ted Italy their separation would be in-
evitable. '

- The marchioness hesitated and knew
pot what to resolve. Her love for the
count was still too ardent for her readﬂy

to -admit a rival in b"
perceived her irresolu
sinuating tenderness declared that he

found it xmpos:ﬂble‘ any lpnger to con-

ceal the plan with whiCHfﬁe had intended
to;surprise her.

» =

o 13 Dlsrmss,’
specti*ﬁg Jac
ing to my pr"ldne
love™ yet I cannot censure them, for
this-new proof of your regard renders

ine. They are flatter-
"'ut mjurlous to my

you st;1l dearer to me.” He then pro- '

ceeded to inform her, that it was his in-
tention to place Jacqueline, as soon as
" he had by marriage secured her fortune,

in a convent, either in TFrance or Italy,

iiffecnon;. "He .
sand wmh mn-

> said e, your fears re- -
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and oblige her to assume the veil, < 3
+ will not be difficult,” he continued, ¢ o
. .exccute this project. A report of her

death will prevent any further trouble
on her account, and leave us at liberty

to enjoy in. 'ndlsturbed secunty these

Had not the guilty passion of the mar-
'jchloness rendered her heart callous to the -
impulse of humanity, and even warped
her understanding, this ‘monstrous de-
_pravity must surely have excited abhor-
rence and suspicion ; but her views were

~ as contracted as selﬁah, ‘and while her

~wishes were granﬁed, she was regardless
of the means. She listened. and ap-.
proved. Her apprehensions were re-
moved. She no longer doubted the
sincerity of his professions, but deluded
vby his artfal insinuations of endless at-
tachment, consented to assist his design ;

‘the more rearhly, as she believed it
G
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would always be in her power to termi-
nate it, should it become displeasing to
het: and she undertook to nngage the &
marquis in his interest. - '

Few proposals could havc been more
agreeable to the marguis, and it required
little persuasion to his cordial
concurrence to a suit 5o consonant to
his wishes. His vanity was flattered by
the prospect of so splendid an alliance ;
for the marchioness, to render the infi-
macy of the count more acceptable, had
‘always represented him as one of the
most illustrious of the Neapolitan nobles,
‘not less distinguished by his birth and
merit, than by his-large possesslons,
The count, in order to engage him more
strongly in his interest, insinuated that
on his marriage he should renounce all
~ clainy to "the considerable sums which
the marquis had lost to him. This hint
was 1rresxst1ble to the avarice of the

L
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marquis. His former friendship to Earl
. Godemar was no longer remembered.
& He now feared what he had before
wished; and anxious lest Jacqueline
P shonld be brought to favour the earl’s
g he' hastened his departure from
Italy.

Such were the views of the count
when he accompanied the marquis and
marchioness to England, and his . arti-
fices, skilfully adapted to the characeers
~of those whom they were designed to
influence, were attended by the fullest
success, till the unexpected disapproba-
tion of Jacqueline threatened to annihi-
‘iafe his hopes. - g

His disappointment and vexation were
extreme. It was no longer interest but
love which attached him to her,¥or in
her he beheld all that could charm the
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~

senses and engage the mind: but these

sentiments he carefully concealed from p
the marchmness,.and so well supported
the appearance of mdlffcrence and even
dislike towards Jacqueline, that she enter- .
tained no suspicion of his duplicity, and -
zealously second ¥ '
obtain her hand.

ndeavours to

e

~ The cautious conduct of the count,
~gave no ground. for jealousy, but the
marchioness' could not Withoug‘uneési- ;
ness behold him daily in. the soc1ety of
one who- pcssessed o many attractions,
and whom she could not help consider-
ing as a rival. Fo remove him from
this hazardous situation, and at orice
terminate the affair, she devised the plan
of carrying Jacqueline to Etonbury cas-
tle, with the intention of immediately
transporting her to Italy; and as soon as
by marriage the count had secured her
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estates, to secure her in a convent of
which the marchioness was pa‘t'ron'ess,
‘and which was therefore entirely under 5
her control.

In these arrangements the count rea-
dily concurred, and with his usual insin-
cerity promised what he did not design

/fo -perform ; for the idea of confining
w Jacquehne, first' suggested- by him, was
: merely a delusion to remove the mis-~
trust of the marchioness and obtain #fer
acquiescence and ‘co-operation in his
suit. - Once possessed of Jacqueline and
independence, his real intentions- were

* very different. ;
S o . D
Neither the blandishments of the
count,nor his protestations of unalterable
attachment, could entirely dissipate the
épprehshsions‘ of the marchioness a2 the

hour approached which was to. separate
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them. She considered. the influence
which Jacqueline might acquire over
hilm during the voyage, and trembled
lest his affections should be estranged.
Reflection increased her fears, and she
resolved, as some security against the
evil which she dreaded, that the Cheva--
lier de Sombreuil, on whom she had
a perfect reliance, should accompanjr
them.

.. “The delay which the adjustment of
‘thxs affair occasioned, gave Blanche, to
whom an accident had a few hours be-
fore partially revealed their intentions,
an opportunity of effecting her own and

' Jacqaelm. s escape. =

When this event was- discovered; the
rage of the marchioness was unbounded;
for she dreaded lest Blanche, freed from
her power, should reveal the guilty se-
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~ erets of her life; and with a resentment
» . proportioned to her fear, she denounced
against her a severe punishment. The
emotions of the count, though differ-
ent, were not less violent. He be.
_ held his hopes annihilated at the mo-
 ment which had promised to: accoms-
~plish them. In the first transports of
*\’exatlon, his general habits of decep-
. tion had nearly failed, and his exces-
sive agitation must have betrayed to
the marchioness his affection for Jac-
queline, had she been sufficiently com-
posed to observe him.

The whole castle was a scene of con-
,'fusion, and the marquis, roused by the
tumult, soon joined the marchioness and

. count. Ignorant of the baseness design-
ed against his sister, his resentment, sti-
“mulated by avarice, was not inferidr to
theirs. He was convinced that Jacque-

® e
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line and Blanche could not have quitted
the castle without assistance, and gave .
immediate orders for a diligent search.
- The domestics were all striétlly examin-
" ed; and Maurice, who alone was privy
to their escape, contrived to elude sus-
picion, and even received praise for the
zeal which he had dxbplayed on this oc-

A

casion. By various attifices he pro=<-

tracted the search; for his own safety
made. him anxious that the fugitives
sifsuld not be overtaken : and when the
marquis and count resolved to puréue
them, he retarded their progress as much
as possible without exposing himself to
detection.  Little did Jacqueline. and
Blarche imagine, when they fled with’ s0
much precipitation on hearing. him in-
quiring at the cottage of Gilbert, that he
was equally desirous to avoid them.

Q-

- The marquis, expecting that Jacque-

1
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line would return to Fitzbaynham castle,
directed his “course thither. —But so
much time had been lost in exploring
the adjoining country, and by the artful
delay of Maurice; that the evening be-
gan to close as they ‘entered a small
town § where the _marquis, fatigued and
: unw1lhng to encounter the hazard -of
i/ travelling “during the night, yiclded to
“his natural indolence, and proposed to
remain till the morning, although- the
count, really uneasy for the situatiorrdf
Jacqueline, reminded him of the danger
to which she might be exposed, and ur-
gently pressed him to proceed.  Re-
monstrances and intreaties were alike
_ineffectual ; and the marquis, * unaccus-
tomed to regard the feelings or wishes
- of others when they opposed his own,
could not be induced to alter his inten-

: s
tiom.
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- Early on the following morning they
arrived at Fizbaynham castle. The °
gates, partly broken, were unclosed; and ;
on all sides the destructwe effects of the
recent attack were vmble “The marquis
gazed in silent as_tomshment, and quick-
ening his pace, entered the outer court.

On. hlS '1ppearance, a few vassals who 2
lvanced towards hlm ‘ From them he'
first learned the outrage committed by

- Earl Godemar, and the subaequent ab‘
sence of the baron.

The marquis, less affected by the un-
certainty which involved the fate of his
fattrer and sister, than by the i‘ndig}xity
offered to himself, as he imagined, in
this hostile attempt made with the de-
sign of accomplishing a purpose which
he Had prohibited, felt the utmost indig-

“nation against the earl; and in the first

[
© .
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-ebullition of passion he vowed to take a

complete and terrible revenge. Had he
at that moment possessed the power, he
would have immediately executed these
threats ; but the regular troops of the
baron were either §lain or dispersed, and

- before a sufficient ‘number could be as-
: sembled his mdlgnatxon gave place to his

usual habits of irresolution and inacti-

vity; and all his mighty menaces ter-
minated in a demand, couched in impe-
rious terms, of ‘the liberation of the pt.
soners. : -

‘The earl, well acquainted, during their
former intimacy, with the inefficient cha-
racter of the marquis, and suffering «un-
der the anguish of disappointment and
the severe wounds which he had receiv-

" ed in the encounter, not only rejected

this application with contemptuous ifiso-
lence, but indulging his vindictive tem-

0
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per, more rlgorously conﬁned t‘}e cap-
thCS.

In the mean time the count was anxi-
ously endeavouring to gain intelligence
of Jacqueline, but, all his efforts were
ineffectual, and he at length began to
fear that -some smxster accident must

have befallen her. The harassing con-
_jectures which this apprql}ensron excited
were soon banished, and his hopes once
fifore revived, by the intelligence which
the Chevalier De Sombreuil transmitted
~ to the marchioness. =

'FA

Immediately after the flight of Jacque-
ling, the chevalier "had passed over to
the continent; and in -his journey
through the south of France he disco-
vered her retreat with the baron and
Blahche at the chateau. As soon as the
marchioness received this welcome in-
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formation, she i‘lastened-, with the mar-
: “q.dis and count, to Guicnne; resolved to
~accomplish their designs, and in spite of
- her opposition compel Jacqueline to ac-
cept the count’s offer.

)
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CHAP, XXII.

e

Stars, hide your fires!

Let not llght see my black and' decp desires.
' SHASKEPEAR

R

“Tur count really experienced for
~ Jacqueline that affection which he had
only feigned towards the marchioness.
A sentiment of respect mingled with his
love. He admired her beauty, but still
mére the amiable merits of her charac-
ter and the dlgmﬁed propnety of her
conduct.
- Yhus tendetly attached, he perceived
w1th extreme regret that his passion was

© ®
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not: returned ; for the manners of Jac-
queline, although the marquis assured .
~ him that she had willingly accepted his
suit, still retained the same coldness and
: reserve, if not aversion. Wholly uncon-
scious that her affections were engaged;
~ he imagined that the, caution and appa-
rent indifference which he was obliged
to assume before the marchioness, had .
A ;mpressed her with an unfavourable -
opinion of him. Firmly persuaded of
- the truth of this conjecture, his prﬁﬁa,

~was not hurt by her behaviour, nor his

* regard lessened ; and he confided that
: hj_s‘ subsequent conduct, and the full ex-
planation of his motives which he de-
: signé:d,—_after their marriage, to' give’ to
Jacqueline,would be entirely satisfactory;
and that all her doubts being dispelled,
and the strength of his affection proved,
he should at length be. rewarded by’her\
o ,love. :

_. X 25 ; 55 ‘e 3
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But amid the delightful scenes of fu-
tyre happiness which fancy sketched, he’
was not insensible of the danger which
menaced his laboured plans, even at the”
moment of completion ; for, long ac-
customed to observe the emotions of the
marchioness, and acquainted with the
predominating passions and weaknesses
of her character, he possessed the key
to her thonghts, and in spite of her dis-
sitran;ulation',' could generally trace her
actions to their real origin.

- The marchioness, with an affectation
of friendship and an apparent concern
for Jacqueline, after noticing her visible

. reluctance, had endeavoured to prevail
on the count and marquis to delay the
nuptials, which it had been agreed
shog}d take place on the -expiration of .

- the three days granted by the marquis
to Jacqueline’s request. But this pro-

@ ®
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posal, though from different motives,
was decidedly rejected by the marqujs
and count.

By this insidious attempt the mar-
chioness betrayed to the count her jea-
lousy; and though she sought to con-
ceal her vexation at its unsuccessful ter-
mination,by an appearance of unconcern,
and more than usual levity, he was not
deceived as to the real state of her mind.
He saw, that, believing hegself supplant-
ed in his aﬁ"ecﬁons, and urged at once
i by love, wounded pride, and hatred, she
meditated a terrible revenge on Jacque- .
line. . & = ; s

The count perceived, but knew not
how to avert the danger. He even fear-
ed that his hasty and decisive rejection of
the marchioness’s proposal would only
accelerate her vengeance; for cruel and

VOL. II1. H et
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vindictive as the count knew her, he was
aware that no pity or remorse would in-
tervene and induce her to spare one who

bad, however innocently, thwarted her
wishes.

Reflection made the count more sen-
sible of the necessity of speedily remoy-
ing Jacqueline beyond the reach of the
marchioness’s machinations ; and it was
his intention, if he could prevail on her
to assent to their immediate marriage,
directly to accompany her to Iraly.
With anxious eagerne:s he sought an
interview with Jacqueline, but since the
day of their arrival she had, under a -
plea of indisposition, which the marchi-
oness readily received, excused herself
from mingling in their society. The
coupt, despairing of being able other-
wise to see her, and not choocsing to
commit to writing so important a com-

w €
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‘munication, vepeatedly solicited her to
grant him an audience : but Jacqueline,
disgusted.by his importunities, and whol-
ly unsuspicious of the motives which
prompted these reiterated requests, per-
severed in her determination of not
meeting him.  Harassed and distressed,
- ghe Had secluded herself in the hope of
acquiring suflicient fortitude and resig-
nation to submit with dignity to the des-
tiny which seemed inevitable. Her
struggles were long and, severe.  No-
thing, she was sensible, but the convic-
* tion that her father’s fame and life de-
pended on her compliance, could induce
Her - to fulfil an engagement against
which her whole soul revolted. = There
were times when she would have wel-
comed death as a refuge from this de-

tested ‘marriage. 5

These natural feelings gave place to
H Q S
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others more generous and disinterested
when she lcontemplated her father. At
those moments no‘sacrifice_ appeared too
great which could restore him to health
and tranquillity. From hiny Jacqueline
so carefully concealed her anguish, that
he began to hope that she had overcome
her former repugnance to the count;
but considering this change in her sen-
timents as effected principally by the
d.eitlg of Sir Almeric, he forbore to enter
on a‘subject perhaps still too tender for

conversation, and which might disturb
het composure.

Every hour which she could snatch
from grief Jacqueline passed with the
baron, by her soothing attentions beguil-
ing the tedious monotony of illness; and
in the success which attended her endea-
vours she experienced the onlyhappiness
of swhich she was susceptible.

L/G
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Jt was late in the evening of the se-
cond of the three days which were to in-
tervene before  her. marriage with “the
count, when Jacqueline with a heavy
heart quitted the baron, and withdrew
to her apartment. Her attendants were
soon dismissed ; for little disposed to
rest, she ‘designed by reading to banish
the sad ideas which intruded on her
mind. But no author had power to fix
her attention, or withdraw her thohggts
from real to fictitious woes. #

In replacing the books on the table,
Jacqueline observed, on the top of a par-
ecel which she had not moved, a lettcr
addressed to her in an unknown hand
For a moment she was surprised, but
immediately concluded that her attend-
ants had put it there, and afterw)ards
through forgetfulness had neglected to
mention it. A hope that it came from

)
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Btanche made her eagerly open it; but
the first glance destroyed this pleasing
expectation, and with no small astonish-
ment she read the following lines.

<« Once more assume the courage
which you have before displayed, and be-
in the cedar walk to might at twelv_e._
The hour is solemn, and so is the occa-
sion. In the unbroken stillness of mid-
night, while nature sleeps unconscious
of the passing horrors, the dark fate of
Eloise aught- to be revealed. If you va-.
lue the honour of your family, your own
peace, or the life of the baron, fail not..
What will then be d1sciosed no Other
car must wilness:”

The paper dropped. from the hand of
]acquehne Her mind, enfeebled by
grief, was seized by superstitious appre-
hensions. -She looked with terror to-

< <
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wards tlic oratory, in the expectation of
beholding the mysterious visitor whom
once before she had seen there; for
that this singular address préceeded
from him she did not doubt.

All within her apartment was silent ;
and a few minutes, dispelling her illu-
sions, restored her usual fortitude: yet
~ the idea-which had first impressed her
mind remained. She hesitated, and
knew not how to decide. The clock of
the chateau had already struck eleven,
and but little time was Yeft for reflec-
tion. Again she locked at the note.
Her father’s safety was involved; and
she resolved to go.” A wish, though al
most unknown to herself, that this in-
terview might furnish somme obstacle to
her marriage with the count, made her
more readily adopt this determination.

The name of Eloise recalled with
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~ more than usual tenderness the memory
- of Sir Almeric and his untimely fate.
<
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“¢¢ Let me know all,” she exclaimed ;
¢« I am prepared for horrors, but surely
no realities can exceed the terrific ima-
ginations of uncertainty.”” As Jacque-
line uttered these words she rose, and
hastily throwing round her-a long veil,
advanced towards the oratory. At the
door she paused, and with an eager
\glahce-._hsurveyed; the altar. INo object
of alarm met her sight.  All was silens
and vacant, ‘The missal of Eloise still
lay on the step. For an instant Jacque-
line gazed on it: then yielding to an
jmpulse of affection which she was un-.
abl€ to resist, she raised it to her lips.

It had belon_ged to the sister of the ba-

‘ron, to the mother of Sir Almeric.

(3D i
Leaving her taper on the-altar, Jac-
queline approached the balcony, which
Eiy a flight of steps communicated with
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the garden ; for she considered herself
less likely to be observed this way than
if she were to pass through the chategu.

The night was serene. A gentle
breeze softly murmured among the
trees, and the last rays of a setting moon
partially revealed the surrounding scene.
She looked - towards the cedar walk,
which, totally obscured by the thickness
. of the foliage, was dark and gloomy. A
sudden and involuntary dread made ler
stop, and at that instant the sound of a
. distant footstep re'lched her. From an.

opposite path she observed a person
issue, mufiled in a cloak, who moved
- swiftly; keeping under the shade of the
trees ; and shortl) after a low whisper-
ing mduced her to believe that she had
. been joined by 2 companion, but the
. light was too feeble for her to Abf'ertam

Tor some time she continued to w1tch,
H:S
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expecting to see them return, but they-
were gone beyond her hearing, and all’
_remained profoundly still:

Jacqueline hesitated whether to pro-

. ceed. - As.she reflected on.the hour and:
the distance from the chateau, her per-
plexity increased ; for thisdncident had
¥ 8. and-her uns
defined emotion seemed to restrain her;
But an extreme desire to penetrate the

excited strange conjeet

€

myszery which involved: her family, an-

apprehension of the important, perhaps
fatal consequences to the baron, should.

-she neglect this opportunity, overcame

personal considerations; ‘and all remain-.
ing quiet, she ventured to descend.
< . o -

_ As Jacqueline crossed the lawn, she
frequently paused to listen. - Even the
rustling of the leaves shaken by the
wind filled her with alarm, and more

€
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than once she started, mistaking in the
du-ky light the waving -and uncertain
shadows of the trees for the motion of
persons. Dismayed iand trembling she
looked back to the chateau, scarcely
visible in the distant obscurity, except
by the faint glimmer of the taper which
she had left in the oratory. Had Jac-
queline ylelded ler fears, she would -

have returned ; for it required no small
degree of resolution to persevere. = She
 was alone, encompassed by darkness
and mystery, at an hour of the night
consecrated by superstiﬁon to the war-
derings of unearthly beings, and in 2
place their reputed haunt. She was
about to meet an unknown stranger, for
a purpose most distressing ; fo learn the
errors, too probably the crimes, of her
father. Sy

v

Tt was this last idea that urged Jécquea
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line to proceed. ¢ Perhaps,” she ex-
claimed, ¢¢ he is less guilty than his own
remorse and the malicious insinuations
“of the marquis havs made me apprehend.
‘What have I not suffered from uncer-
tainty ; and shall I now shrink with
weak timidity from an explanation in
which his safety m

be involved ?”
At the entrance of the cedar walk
she stopped, for the darkness was so
profound under the thick branches, that
she Was unable to distinguish any ob-
ject 5 and she considered that she should
be more readily observed there by the-

person whom she came to meet than in
the interior.

. . 5

The clock of the chateau announced :
the appointed hour, and Jacqueline anx- ‘
iously endeavoured to penetrate the sur-
rounding gloom. , In the stillness which

(3
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ensued she distinguished the breathing
of a person near her; and listening
more attentively, was convinced that the
sounds were real. Some moments;
elapsed, and- though the breathing con-
tinued, no one either moved or spoke.
Nothing could be more dreadful than
the situation of Jacqueline: her eyes
‘turned in every direction, sought vainly
in the profound darkness to confirm or
dissipate the horrible surmises which she
entertained respecting: her unseen com-
panion. Reason was scarcely able to.
withstand the terrific suggestions of ima-
gination. Equess of appreh\.nsxon and
an mdescnbable emotion rendered her
immovable : with difficulty she respired.
Her doubts, augmented by the awful
silence, were no longer to be su-ppbrted;
antd with a desperate boldness she in-
quired who was there. é

- In the voice which replied, she'recog-
g )
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nized that of her-conductor on the night
when she was conveyed to Etonbury
cagtle; and though igunorant for what
purpose, she imm- diately perceived that
she had been deluded.  Precipitately
quitting the cedar'walk, she so: ght by
flight to escape; but she bad not prb-
ceeded many steps before her arm was
scized. “ Lady, you must go with me,”
the same voice said ; and in spite of her
opposition and remonstrances Jacqueline
was_ hurried along by her unLnown
gmde. G
The schemes which the count had.
formed to snatch Jacqueline from the

~vmd1ct1ve designs of the marchioness,

were rendered abortive by her persever-

ance in refusmg to grant him an inter:

view. Anxious for her safety, he was
more than once tempted to press the

—marquls to hasten the period of their

marriage. The count knew that le

¢ ©
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could easily prevail on him not only tc-
consent to his design, but strenuously to-
promote it ; but he feared that the op-
position of -Jacqueline could not be.
overcome, and he foresaw that to make-
the attempt unsuccessfully would be
only to increase her danger by bétray_.—
- ing his suspicions.-

The count thercfore redoubled his
attentions to the marchioness, hoping by
this conduct to abate her jealousy, and
by his continued presenge to frustrate
any sinister plan which she might form:.
but he soon perccived. the futility of
these expectations, and became convinc-
éd’ that the rancour which she bore to-
wards Jacqueline was not to be appeased
by. common means. On the evening of"
the second day preceding that appointed.

- for his marriage, his worst apprehensjons
were confirmed by the arrival of the:

- Chevalier De Sombreuil. 5
: _ ¥
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To the intimate confidence which ex-
isted between the marchioness and De
Sembreuil the count was no stranger.
Of its full extent he was indeed ignorant,
as well as of the horrid crime which
those accomplices in guilt had perpe-
trated at Venice. He knew, however..
sufficient to inspire the most alarming
appréhensions, and to convince him that
the safety of Jacqueline required her im-
mediate removal. But while he felt the
necessity of this measure, he felt that he
was wholly destitute of the means of ef-
fecting it. In this extremity he conde-
scended to ask the advice of one of his
-principal attendantswho enjoyed thelarg-
est §hare of his confidence, and whose in-
* genuity had frequently assisted toextricate
him from the difficulties in which his ex-
travagance repeatedly plunged him.

. :
“This man in the short peried of their
_residence at the chateau had gathered

-
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from the thoughtless loquacity of some
of the baron’s household, a knowledge
of the mysterious events which had for- *
merly happened there, and the eagerness
with which Jacqueline sought to discover.
them. Possessing this information, when
his lord applied to him, he did not think
it difficult to lure Jacqueline into his
power.

It was at his suggestion that the note
‘to -Jacqueline was written; and while
she was ‘with the baron, he had dexter-
ously seized an opportunity to place it
on her dressing table. The caution and
.despafcﬁ with ‘which his plan was- ar-
ranged encouraged the count fo indalge
the most sanguine expectations of suc-
cess; and the better to provide against
the possibility of disappointment, he re-
solved for some days to forego theplea-
sure of Jacqueline’s society, that by re-

5o
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1-mining at the chateau he might remove
all suspicion from himself, and be able
to misl -ad and render unavailing the
pursuit which would be made as soon as
her dight was discovered..

.The count had iatended to leave the
execution of this enterprize to his agent;
but as the hour drew near, his anxiety

overcame his prudence, he was no.
longer able to maintain even the appear-

ancy of tranquillity, and seizing an op-
portunity while’the attention of the mar-

chioness was otherwise engaged, he ab--

suptly quitted the saloon, and conceal-
ing himself in his cloak, hurried to the
cedar walk, ;

He had scarcely joined his attendant :
when they observed a female wrapped:

in a long veil gliding through the
shrubbery which on one side-extended:

e
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to the chateau. She appeared in great
agitation, and ofter, but without slack-
ening her pace, looked round, as if un-
certain which way to proceed: Omn
reaching the end of an avenue which
crossed the cedar walk, she stopped for
a moment. - The count, unable to sup-~
press his joy, rushed towards her; but
at the sound of his steps, uttering a
faint scream, she darted into a path lead-.
ing to the canal.

>4

The count entertaining no doubt of
her being Jacqueline, was astonished by
this precipitate flight, which, though he
repeatedly called to her, she continued,
till, her strength and breath failing,>she
would have sunk to the ground, had he
not hastened forward in time to catch her
in his arms. She had fainted, and the
count,. distressed and perplexed by this
unexpected accident, knew not “;hat_

"D
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course to pursue. 'To procure assistance
from the chateau was impossible, with-
* out risking discovery and the destruc-
tion of his hopes. This conviction in-
duced him to hearken more readily to
the importunities of his confident, who
urged him not to delay her removal.

The same motives of caution which
restrained the count from accompanying
Jacqueline, obhged him to commit her
solety to the care of his man whom he
had early in the’evening openly despatch-
ed to Italy, lest the unexplained absence
of one of his retinue at this conjuncture
should excite suspicion: but, as had.
Leent concerted between them, the man
had lingered in the forest till it was dark,
and then had entered the garden by a
private gate, of which he had taken care
to seture the key. His horse was wait-
ing at a litde distance; and the count

LQ



165

J

_ having strictly enjoined him to use the

utmost diligence, and as soon as he
reached the place of his. destination, to
see that every attention was paid to his

still insensible charge, beheld his. depar-

ture with the joy of one who suddenly
finds his fond dreams of happiness re-
alized.

The count immediately returned to
the chateau, exulting in his success, and
unconscious that his absence had Been
remarked.  Seldom had his manners
been more insinuating; and the elegant
vivacity of his conversaton almost ba-

-nished the suspicions with which the

suggestions of De Sombreuil had inspir-
ed the marchioness. ‘

The coldness and aversion which
marked the count’s reception, of De
Sombreuil were too apparent to ¢scape

L ]
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the notice of the latter; and his haugh-
ty temper prompted him to seek some
means of retaliation. The agitation of
the count, which in spite of his endea-
vours to conceal it, ‘continually appear-
-ed, quickly presented the opportunity
for De Sombreuil, previously apprized
by the marchioness of the situation of
aifairs, quickly formed no inaccurate
conjecture ‘of the cause of the count’s
cmb‘ari'zissment,-

Convinced,ﬁby the manner of the
count’s withdrawing from the saloon,
that his suspicions were not without
foundation, De Sombreuil ventured to-
disclose them to the marchioness. As
she had never entertained the slightest
‘suspicion of such an attempt, her sur-
prise and indignation may be easily ima- -
‘gined : but believing that her designs
agaimst Jacqueline were ‘totally unsus-

w "
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3 ¥
pected by the count, she saw no motive
to urge her to adopt such a measure,
-aud on reflection imagined that the zeal
of ije.Sombreuil had made him overstep
the bounds of probability. The pro-
tracted absence of the count inclined her
at length to place more confidence in
his communication ; and her fears, in-
creased by the insidious remarks of De
Sombreuil, Ted her to despatch him in
" -quest of the count.

>

He had scarcely left the saloon when
the count returned. His présence re-
~ stored hilarity; and the animation which
he displayed, removing distrust, was
'shor:ly commumcated to his associates.
. His joy was great but transient: for
their festivity was quickly interrupted by
the entrance of Sombreuil and Jacque-
line. The former, casting on the count
a look of triumph, related the manmer

& 5
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i which he had discovered Jacqueline
in the garden.

- This intelligence roused the indigna-
tion ‘of the marquis to a dreadful height,
and with the usual impetuosity of his
disposition he indulged the first trans-
ports unrestrained by pity or affection.
The resentment of the r‘narc,hione‘;s,
though not inferior, appeared in her
countenance and gestures, not words.
Her eyes, alternately directed . to the
count and Jvauehne, expressed envy,
hatred, and every “malignant passion ;
and with an emotion of pleasure worthy
of a demon, she beheld the distress of*
her rival, and listened to the denuncia-
tions of the marquis.

Of this scene the count, overpowered
by astonishment, rage, and vexation, was
a silent spectator.  Utterly unable to

@ .
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account for the presence of Jacqueline
*whom he supposed by this time many
miles distant, he almost doubted the evi-
dence of his senses; while she, pale,
trembling, and sinking under a conflict
of emotions, among which the conviction
that her own credulity had exposed her
to this humiliation was not the least
painful, did not attempt to interrupt the
unfeeling reproaches of her brother.
Reply, she knew, would only aggravate
his violence, and with the dxgmﬁed calm-
ness of insulted innocence she turned to
quit the apartmen_f.

A moment’s reflection was sufficient
to shew the count, iong accustomed to
perceive and convert to the best advan-

_tage every casual opportunity, the im-
portant use which might be made of this
apparently unfavourable incident.to pro-
mote and perhaps finally accomplish,his

views. He knew that the marquisy

vOL. 111, I
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heated by wine, would readily second
. any plan which tended to gratify his re-
sentment, and he trusted that Jacqueline,
already distressed, taken by surprise,
and terrified by the vehemence and
threats of her brother, would be obliged
to comply. ;

Encouracred by this hope, he hasnly
advanced towards Jacqueline, who had
nearly reached the door. At his ap-
proach she: quickened her pace, :and
casting on him a look of displeasure,
would have withdrawn, but the count
seized her hand, and after apologizing
for detaxmng her, expressed his wishes -
that he could prevail on her to anticipate
the period fixed for their nuptials; a
measure which he asserted circumstances
rendered necessary. e

This proposal, as the count had right-
ly conjectured, received the immediate-
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sanction of the marquis; and: listening
only to the suggestions of avarice and
indignation, he swore, that, however un-
scasonable .the hour," the ceremony
should - e no- longer delayed.  Jac<
-queline expostulated, ‘and pleaded  his
promise for aninterval of three days;
but he alleged that  her attempt fo
escape freed him ‘from an‘engagement
into which he ought never: to have en-
tered. : '

2

¢ Jacqueline, too ‘well acquainted with
the obstinacy of the marquis, was sen-
sible that further opposition would be
-@navailing, and that an appeal to the
baron could alone rescue her from his
unjust power: but duty and affection
withheld her from adopting this expe-
dient. She recoiled from the idea of
involving the baron in a contention-
which would certa.mly hazard his hap-
T2 50
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piness, and perhaps in hlS debxhtated
state his life,

Though J acquelme had sufﬁment mag-~

nanimity to adopt this resoluuon, and to
persevere in it, she left no'other means
untrieds  As a last effort; she conde-
scended to implore the pity of the mar-
- quis, and conjured him to spare himself
the too late remorse of having rendered
her miserable. But the marquis, irritat-

cd by intreaty, and utterly regardless of

her extreme anguish; reiterated with still

greater asperity his unalterable resolu-
tion that her marriage with the count
should be immediately celebrated.

- This peremptory and decisive declara-
tion excited in Jacqueline grief ‘and de-

spair ; in the marchioness a tumult of.

~ passions.  Disappointed love, hatred,
* - revepge, raged at once with a fury bor-

© o
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~ dering on phrenzy. All the settled habits
of her mind were overthrown ; dissimus

lation was at an endy the secret of her

soul  trembled ‘on her convulsed lips.

But from this excess of desperation she

was preserved by the sudden entrance of

a domestic to announce the flight of

Blanche. o

J

A pause of silence ensued. Words
are unable to express the new and vari-
ous emotions and ideas produced by this
intelligence. Absence, instead of abat-
ing, had rather increased the admiration
and regard which the marquis had for-
. fnerly professed towards Blanche; and
since his arrival in’ Guienne he had ar-
ranged a plan which ina few days would
-have placed her in his power. . He sus-
pectéd that this design had been betray-
ed to the marchioness, and attributed to

her  jealousy “the sudden removal of -
Blanche at this critical conjuncture. )‘3‘
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“But more anxious to recover her than

. to,ascertain the cause of her absence, he
lost no time in forming or uttering use-
less conjectures, and whatever suspicions
he entertained, prudently confined them
to his own bosom. To overtake Blanche
before she could reach-any place of secu-
rity, was his first object; to ‘punish
those who had projected or assisted to
convey her from the chateau was a future
consideration. * In his own more imine.
diate interests those of the count were
forgotten, at least disregarded ; and the
marriage of Jacqueline was: postponed
with as little ceremony and-an equal de-
gree of precipitancy as it had been before -
urged. By his orders she was conduct-
ed to her apartment, which he declared
she should no more be permitted to quit
till h? led her to the altar.

The hopes of the marchionéss revived. .
"During this delay her revenge on Jac-
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queline might be accomplished; and

that it should be, she firmly resolved.

Relieved from the terror of this hated”
marriage, she reflected with extreme un-
easiness; and no small degree of dread,
on the evils to be apprehended from the

escape of Blanche, which, though from

different reasons, was as unwelcome to

her as to the marquis; and she was

equally zealous for the success of the

_pursuit which he immediately com-

menced. ;

34 )

The count seemed destined to be the
~sport of fortune. All his plans, by 2
strange coincidence of circumstances,
were annihilated at the moment Wwhich
promised to accomplish them: and to
- increase his mortification, the very means
which he employed to promote them,
ultimately proved their destructioh. Re_
trospection was useless. It was vain to

g
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regret that the darkness had prevented
his recognizing Blanche in the garden.
" That it was she. whom he had mistaken
for Jacqueline, did not admit of doubt ;
but since that unfortunate event had oc-
curred, to hinder the marquis from re-
gaining her was of the utmost import-
ance. . With this view he had joined in
the pursuit, and without exéitin-g any
suspicion completely frustrated the ut-
most efforts of the marquis and De Som-
breuil. >

~'Fhe agitation and anxiety of the mar-
quis during the search, and his deep
concern on its failure, betrayed to the
courtt the mature of ‘his sentiments to-
wards Blanche: This discovery was no
less welcome than unexpected. He was
now assured of having the marquis at
his disposal; and while he retained
Blanghe, he no longer dreaded the ex-

o °
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ertions of the marchioness to prevent his
marriage with Jacqueline.

Delighted with the prbspects which
this circumstance rendered more easy of
attainment, the count was eager to returm.
But it was evening before they reached
the chateau; for the marquis, though
convinced' that further pursuit would
probably be useless, yet lingered, unwill-.
ing to renounce the hope which he had
indulged.  Vexed and irritated by dis-
appointment, he for the first time béheld
awith coldness the snuhng reception of
the marchioness. His suspicion, that she
had contrlved the removal of Blanche,

- still contmued and he ascribed to dis-
sunulatxon the extreme regret which’ she
manifested’ at the unsuccessful termina-

tion of the Asear_ch.
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CHAPTER XXIIi..

1 feel'as:if all hell werein my heart, ey )
And I in hell. i %
Orway.
3 :

THE marchioness was no stranger to -
‘the motives of the marquis, when yield-
ing to his pressing lmportumtxes she
permitted Blanche to accompany them
to Fngland. Though fully aware of the
difficulties in which this compliance
would probably involve her, she feared
to irritate the marquis by a refusal which
might perhaps provoke him to retaliate,
in prohibiting the attendance of the
count,

L
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Blanche had long been an bbject of
hatred to the marchioness. In her she

“envied those merits and superior perfec-

tions of which she knew herself to be”
deficient. But these emotions were
weak cm@re@» with those  which took
possession of her mind when she disco-
vered that Blanche had attracted the

‘admiration and affection of the marquis.

In the first transports of resentment

* and jealousy she was tempted to sacrifice

her unfortunate rival, but cooler feflec-
tion shewed the hazard of such precipi-
‘tation, and inclined her to conceal un-
der an appearance of friendship the
fierce passions which rankled in her bo-
som. Stifled not extinguished, they only
waited for a proper opportunity to break

‘ forth with accumulated fury. The flight

of Blanche from Etonbury castle had

delayed, not destroyed, her vindictive

i e )
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pians; and with unfeeling: exultation she
triumphed over her victim once more

1 her, power.
[

Since the arnvaI of th@gnalchxoness
in Guienne, Blanche had endu
gorous. confinenient; and her ‘present
sufferings were increased by the dread
of future and greater eyils«: In spite of
the vigilance with which she was guard-
ed, the marquis found means to renew
his former insolent offers. He assured
her that she might confidently rely on
the eflorts he wis ‘making to. ensure her
safety, and that he hoped soon to- remove
her from the persecution of the mar-
chioness. :

‘Lhe cruel insults of the marquis pro-
voked the indignation- and contempt of
Blanche, but these emotions were soon
superfeded by terror when she consides-

L3
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ed her desolate sitnation ; and 4pprehen-
sive “of the desperate schemes which the
temerity of the marquis mlght urge lglm
~ to adopt, she was inclined to throw her.
self on the: protection of the marchio-
ness : but she hesitated to take this im-
portant and decisive step. Her appeal
would perbaps be disregarded, or it
-might only accelerate the fate to which
she was consigned, for the stern unge-
nerous disposition: of the marchioness
precluded every hope that even this in-
stance of candour would induce Hef to
suspend or modify her designs.

. Blanche was still undecided when the
Chevalier De Sombreuil arrived at the
chateau. His appearance she considered
~as the signal of her fate : what that fate
might be she trembled to think. ‘Every
moment gave strength to the cruel fore-
- bodings which his presence authorized;

)
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at every ‘step which sounded in the ad-
joining corridor she started. Vague un-
. defined fears perplexed her thoughts,
and with frenzied eagerness she looked
round to see whether it were possible to
escape. :

The windows of her apartment open-
ed on the garden. They had been left
unfastened their height from the ground
being considered a sufficient security.
Blanche approached them. The feeble
rays “of the moon shewed her that the
attempt would  be dangerous, but she
was not to be deterred, and with despe-
rate courage ventured to descend. Light
and agile she reached the lawn unhurt, -
and fearful of being observed immedi- -
ately entered the shrubbery which on
one side skirted this part of the garden.
Soon bewildered in its intricate mazes,
and uncertain what course to pursue,

@
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‘she paused : at that instant the sound of
approaching steps induced her to believe

‘that she was followed. With a speed,
" “which fear only could have enabled her

to use, she fled down the first path that

presented itself. The voice of the count

calling to her augmented her alarm:

her pursuer evidently gained on her;

‘and overpowered with fatlgue and terror

she fainted.

The flight of Blanche operated, most
unfavourably for Jacqueline on the mind
of the marchioness. Her indecision was
at an end. She no longer hesitated to
adopt the atrocious project which De
Sombreuil ‘had ‘been summoned tp the
chateau to execute. In the escape of
Blanche she beheld the effect of pro-
crastination ; and taking warning from
this example she resolved by cglerity
‘and firmness to prevent the recurrence

>
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of a simYlar event in the case of Jacque-
line. Both were her rivals, their crime
wgs the same ; but in the estimation of
the marchioness it involved very differ-
‘ent degrees of guilt. :

The marquis she had never loved, his
affection she had never valued; and
therefore the loss of what she neither
esteemed nor felt essential to happiness,
excired little regret. But that one whom
she had always considered so much her
/ mfenor, possessed sufficient attractions
to attach a heart once devoted to her,
was a humiliation which her haughty
disposition could ill endure. Her pride
was deeply mortified, and on the unfc';f- ]
tunate Blanche she resolved to inflict
a pumshment auﬂic:lent to gratlfy her
resentment. - 5

If offended vanity alone could prompt

.

Q.-.
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the marchioness to adopt severe and
unjustifiable measures, it will not ap-
pear. surprising that when joined to
disappointed love it impelled her to re-
sort to the most violent extremities. “No
revenge short of death could appease the
implacable hatred which she felt towards
Jacqueline. The récent scene had con-
vinced the marchioness that she no
longer possessed the heart of the count.
His confusion and vexation when Jac-
queline and De Sombreuil entered’ the
saloon had not escaped her notice. The
previous suggestions of the latter, and
her own observations, mduced her to
_form a conjecture not very distant from
the real intentions ' of the count; and
not conceiving it possible that any one
could behold him with indifference, she’
attributed to dissimulation the aversion
which Jacqueline uniformly expresxd

Partly from irresolution, and pa{tly
2
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frem the. interruption which Blanche’s
escape occasioned, the marchioness had ©
not yet communicated to De Sombreuil
the full extent of her designs. It was
late in the eveningﬁefore she found the
opportunity which she ardently sought,
of withdrawing unobserved with him.
-Apprehensive that in the garden their
discourse might be heard, they quitted
it by a priv‘ate gate opening on the forest,
and entered a large grove which had
fortnerly been a favourite resort with the
baroness.  It® was thickly skirted on
both sides by shrubs and underwood,
'and the branches of the lofty trees inter-
mingled formed above a natural arch.
Béneath their shade the marchioness and
_De Sombreuil continued slowly to pro-
ceed.  Both intently engaged with their
own thoughts were for some time silent;
the @eep gloom which surrounded them
effectually concealing the strong though

L T



N
4
187

?
different passions impressed on the coun-
tenance of each. e ,

35 s
The execrable scheme which the mar-
chioness meditated’a‘gainst]acqueline was
not the ebullition of sudden resent-
ment. It had long been familiar to her
thoughts, though various reasons had
induced her to suspend and sometimes
wholly to reject it. ~ In'moments of diss
passionate reflection she was sensible of
the'enormity of this sanguinary projéct;
but the frequent recurrefice of the idea
weakened its force. Goaded by jealou-
sy, and directing her attention principally
-to the agreeable consequences which she
expected, her abhorrence of the means
became gradually less. ~ This first step
taken, it was not difficult, so ingenious
is the human mind,and so prone to self-
_\ delusion, to excuse or even justify What
- she so ardently wished. :

Py
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But however successful the marchio-
ness had been in deceiving herselfy she
was at a loss to explain or palliate her
intentions to another. .« The sophistry
~ which had silenced the remonstrances of
her own mind she perceived could not ~
endure the scrutiny of a stranger: and
though she remained steady in her pur-
. pose, she found it difficult to assign rea-
sons which might: dispose her associate
‘to a similar  resolution ; ashamed - to
avo'w her real motives, and unable to
invent others éither valid or plausible.

Her reluctance to commit herself to
De Sombreuil on this subject was aug-
mented by the suspicious caution of her
character ;- not that she had any cause to
mistrust him, or to expect that her con-
fidence would ‘be: abused ; but though
he 4ad rendered her many services,
- though he had participated and aided

a @
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her guilty projects, he was still a stran-
* ger to her.: A mystery enveloped  him,
which during their closest intimacy she
had never been able to penetrate.
” = The circumstances in which their ac-
quaintance had: commenced were not
calculated to impress the marchioness
with a high opinion of either his rank
or honourj; but his superior talent at-
tracted hernotice and admiration.  In
many  respects their  sentiments « Were
- similar, and a general congeniality of
feeling soon banished reserve, at least
~on the part of the marchioness. In the
-situation into which she had precipitated
herself she needed an adviser and con-
fidant. For this office no one was bet-
ter qualified than De Sombreuil. With
her thoughts and wishes he seemed al-
ready acquainted, and to him therefore
the humiliating recapitulation of her

@2 9
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errors was unnecessary. He entered
into all her views, and soon became the
depositary “of her most ‘secret designs.
To him -a hint was sufficient: the half-
expressed idea he followed through its
ramifications, and at once‘conceived the -
purpose which 'she wished yet hesitated
to utters i

Throughout the whole of thelr inters
course’ ' De Sombreuil preserved the
haughty independence which® marked

~ his manners. * For his services he re-

ceived no remuneration, and the liberal
offers of the marchioness were uniform-
ly rejected with scorn. Wrapped in a-
gloomy reserve, he ‘seemed intent on
some hidden design.  Alone in the
midst of company, conviviality never re-
laxed the strict silence which he main-
tainéd respecting himself.  Of his fa<

mily, of his connections, even of his

® L
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country, the marchioness was ignorant,
< "The - melancholy which at intervals op-
- pressed him, contrasted with the vigour,
and decision of his general conduct, ex-
cited interest and curiosity. An air of
“wild grandeur characterized him. Hie
mind, once pre:eminent; but overthrown
by strong passions, retained ‘only the
shattered ruins of what it had been.

Though accustomed to the eccentri-
city of De Sombreuil, his presence “al-
ways impressed the marchloness with an
emotion of awe, of which she found it
impossible to divest herself.  She dread-
ed to hear from him those painful truths
which with the unrestrained freedom “of
an associate in guilt he sometimes ven-
tured to address to her..

Conscious that her present purpose
deserved censure, the marchioness felf a
reluctance to enter onit. After all tl;at)



%3

192

had passed, she imagined that De Som-
breuil would not be wholly ignorant of
her intentions; and she paused for some
time expecting that he would spare her
the disagreeable task of beginning the
subject ; but this expectation was vain.

De Sombreuil, absorbed in reflection

* and the recollections which the scene ex-

cited, continued to move mechanically.
The marchioness, with all relating. to
her', was forgotten, till the sound of h;er
voice dispelled his reverie, and put to
flight the tender remembrance of days of
innocence and peace long past. Twice
she spoke before De Sombreuil was.
sufficiently hlmself to hear or ‘answer
her. it -

¢ De Sombreuil,’”” said the marchio-
ness; < it would be insulting to suppose
you ignorant of the purpose of this in-
Eerlview.‘ You know me; you know
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how I love, and how that love is wrong-
‘ed.  Blanche has eluded my power, and
perhaps in security derides my Impotent
‘attempts at vengeance. - I have too long
pursued lenient and indecisive measures,
but my determination is now fixed.
Jacqueline remains, and I hate her.”?

De Sombreuil was silent, and the mar-
chioness continued—¢ The difficulties
from which” your advice and active
exertions have extricated me are remem-
bered with gratitude, andin your friend-
ship I repose with confidence.”

. The marchioness was proceeding, but
De Sombreuil interrupted her—¢¢ Flat-
tery,”” said he, ¢ on me has lost its in-
fAuence. Dismiss idle thanks. The
circumstances and principles which ce-
ment our association preclude esseem,

 NOT T et s K
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and beyond our own interest neither
regards the other. - You need my ser-
" vices. What are your wishes ?”

% To be happy. A serpent stands in

my way, and while I hesitate to crush it,
inflicts a mortal sting. De Sombreuil,
free me from its loathed presence, free
me from Jacqueline.”

The marchioness as she spoke grasp-
ed the arm of De Sombreuil. She found

it tremble, and eagerly mqmred the
cause.

¢ Joy,” he exclaimed in a tone of
exulration, < thrills my nerves. My
hopes are realized. The long desired
period is arrived.”

HY wild manner alarmed the mar-
O

(3]
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chioness. She relinquished her hold,
‘and retreated a few steps. ¢ De Som-
breuil, why are you thus moved? I am
terrified! Your violence shocks me !’

¢ What do you apprehend ?*’ said he,
hastily following her. ¢ this puerile
weakness is incompatible with the de-
signs you meditate. Do you shrink
from the accomphshment of that which
you desire? * This is not the first death
* that you have decreed. Iam not fo be
trifled with. If your resolution wavers,
I am gone.”

< Forgive,” s;id the marchioness,
<¢ the transient inconsistency of my con-
duct. My resolution is as permanent
as my hatred. I live in jeopardy while
Jacqueline exists.” } :
-« She dies,” replied De Sombreuil 3
K2
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¢ but the time, the place! Why not
this hour ?’ :

¢ Such is my intention. It must be
this night or never. To-morrow gives
her to the count. All the household
have retired. She is now: alone in her
apartment. -That key wxll admlt you
from the garden.”

v B
“ It is enough,” exclaimed De Som-
<
breuil ; ¢ leave the rest to me.””

(1}

“ But,” said the marchioness, it
must seem her own deed. The dagger
should be left beside her.”’ '

# The marchioness hesitated, and either
from an involuntary emotion of pity, or
from affectation, perhaps both, she add-
ed, < Though her death is essential to

my happiness, I would spare her all un

UU
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fecessary suffering. Let the first blow

be at once fatal. To linger would be
glreadful.” .

¢ Surely,” said De Sombrenil, in 2

sarcastic tone, * you forget that I am
not a novice. Has that night at Venice
no place in your_;:eggz_nbra—nce 2t

¢ Stop,™ exciéiﬁd the marchioness 5
¢ Why at this- moment must you revert
to that scene ?.-,’" :

She turned towards De Sombreml
‘but he was gone. Alrewdy he had reach-

ed the end of the grove, and she could

indistinedy discer him cross towards
the garden. While she looked, a se-

. eond shadow passed the end of the ave-
nue, and followed the same direction™
that De Sombreuil had taken.

. £
The marchioness started. What per-
T R
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w
son could be in that retired spot at such
an hour? Were her intentions sus_
pected ? Had her discourse been overs '
. heard ? Perhaps it was the count.  This .
idea increased her agitation. If it were,
she had for ever forfeited his esteem ;.
her hopes were uttetly destroyed. She
wished to recall Deé; mbreuil : not that_
she regretted his sapguinary errand, but.
because she feare'd:"g‘_a."r“.’hée‘t the shame
and punishment which its discovery;
would involve. The wish was vain.
De Sombreuil was out of sight, and“
much too distant to hear her voice.

{

- Oppressed with  apprehension the
- marchioness slowly réturned to the gar-
den. As she passed along the margin
of the canal, which -on its clear surface
‘revealed another heaven, and beheld the¢
gentle motion of the few light ,clo'u-'df
which seemed to float on its sparkling
bosom, she felt the deepest anguish. To

o
<
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“the tranquil calm of this delightful scene

the storm of passions which shook her

ssoul formed a distressing contrast. To
her disturbed fancy the shrubs and titese
which shaded the banks of the stream

agitated by the wind, seenied in sad

whispers to lament the untimely fate of
Jacqueline, while mysterious accents,

half-lost in the distant rustling of the

forest, pronounced her guilt.

The marchioness had chosen a retired
circuitous path in her return to theg cha-
teau, partly to elude observation, and
partly because it was more distant from
the apartment of Jacqueline; for how-
ever reluctant to onfess it, she was sen-
sible that in the present state of her feel-
'mgs, to witness the perpetration of the
crime which she had planned was im-

poss:‘ble. :

% () 3
She had neazly reached the end of an

3
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avenue which terminated in the cedart?
walk, when she was startled by hearing
other steps. The marchioness hurried
Jforward, for terror prevented her distin-
guishing from what quarter they ap-
proached. = Perhaps it was De Som-
breuil returning from the execution of
his purpose. She shuddered. Solitude,
darkness, and anxiety, had subdued the
usual energy of her character, and she
_dreaded to encounter him. :
55
Such were her thoughts, when from
~an abrupt angle in the path close to her
a person 1ssued. At this sudden meet~
mg both uttered an exclamation of sur-
prise, and by their voices recognized
each other. Z
¢ This happiness is as great as unex-
pected,” said the count, for it was be.
L ‘mt ~my dear warchioness, could
brmg }ou here at such an hour =

»
o
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“ I might make a similar inquiry,”
she replied ; and taking his arm, she
turned into a path which led from the
chateau.

‘This meeting was no less unwelcome
and alarming to the marchioness than
to the count. ' Each considered the
other as a spy; each knew that their
conduct would not admit of explanation
or excuse. The count had hastened to-
wards the marchioness, mistaking *her
approach for that of his cenfident whose
return he was then awaiting in the cedar
walk. = At first he conjectured that the

. marchioness had been informed of the
intended interview, and designed by Ber
presence to prevent it; buta few mi-
nutes convinced him, though unable to
form any other more probable, that this

opinion Was erroneous. 3

>
The count was sensible that whateger
2



(%)
o
202

reasons had induced the marchioness to
undertake this nocturnal ramble, it was
his interest to remove any suspicions
which she might entertain. With this
view he assumed that graceful insinu-
ation which distingu‘ished his manﬂers,
and with an air of tender gaiety advert-
- ed to the early period of their love; to
the splendid scenes in which ‘she had
presided, the admiration that greeted
her appearance, the voluptuous j joys, the

elegant delights so dear to the marchi-
oness. ¢

Embodied by his_animating descrip-
tion, they seemed again to exist; again .
théy exerted their magic influence over
the marchioness. She listened enrap-
tured : a paradise opened before her.
To secure the heart of the count, what
dangers, what crimes were too great.?
Images of future happiness, improved

by fancy, occupied her thoughts, angd
= _
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expelled all gloomy ideas. Her feelings
underwent a sudden and violent alter»
ation. * All the strong and selfish pas-
sions resumed their empire, and with
exultation she reflected that by this time
Jacqueline no longer existed.

The pleasyre which the marchioness
derived from the society of the count,
induced her to.prolong her stay. " Even
the apprehension lest De Qombreuil .
should meet them, which had at fir st ex-
cited her uneasiness, was forgotten ; for
while in the presence of the count, she
experienced a respite from the remorse
.which in his absen P\mcessantly preyed
on her mind and deprived her of peace.
It was not till his patience had under-
gone a severe trial, that she withdrew
to the chateau.

END OF VOL. I1I. 5






