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CHAPTER L

BY the advice of the baron and ba-
roness, together with her own concur-
rence, Julia kept herself within doors
for several days, during which period,
she employed herself in various amusing
studies, as also in those offices which
she knew afforded entertainment to her
foster parents., At length it became
expedient for her to take the air, asher
health appeared likely to suffer by a too .
rigid confinement.

VOL. IV. B It
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It happened, one day, that she made
an excursion in the carriage by herself,
and coming into a road which took a
winding direction, round an extensive
field, alighted, telling the coachman to
move slowly on till he should come to
the stile which led :=¢o the lane, at the
extremity of the field.

As Julia was proceeding on, enjoying
the freshness of the air, and surveying
the beauty of the country before her,
'she met a young woman, leading a
beautiful boy, whom she recognized,
on a close inspection, to be the little
Henry, whoin the doctor and Monimia
had adopted as their charge.

Julia, with an eagérness, caught up
the child, and almost devoured him
with kisses.

She then, with a degree of impa-
tience, enquired after the health of her
much beloved friend, Monimia.
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“ Alas! madam,” replies the girl,
“ my young lady has been ill a long
time, and is now in so languishing a
state, that her oldest acquaintance, at
first sight, hardly know her again.”

“ What is her complaint?” cries

Julia.

“ We don’t know, madam ; but she
has lost her appetite, is very low spi-
rited, and hardly cares to take any
amusement.”’

Julia heard this with a sigh; but it
occasioned her no surprise.. She consi-
dered her case as it really happened to
be—an affair of the heart.

Julia and the maid continued in con-
versation till they arrived at thg stile ;
when perceiving that the carriage was
not arrived, she took out her pocket-
book, and upon a slip of paper wrote a

B 2 very
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very friendly billet to Monimia, request-
ing an interview with her the next day,
in the same spot, and at the same time.

She then caressed her little favourite,
and soon after, stepped into the car-
riage, and returned hrme.

Upon her arrival she debated whether
she should inform the baroness of the
incident she had met with, but at
length determined to delay such a pro-
ceeding, till she had enjoyed an inter-
view with her friend.

The next day, as Julia crossed the
field, she observed some one sitting on
the stile, whom she conjectured to be
Monimia ; she therefore quickened her
pace, and at last, had the happiness of
embracing her much esteemed friend.

The meeting was truly affecting.
to) J to)

“ How
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“ How happy am I to see you again,
my dear Julia,” cried Monimia; in say-
ing which, a tear stole down her lan-
guid cheek.

“ Not more so than I am,” replied
Julia, with a .éigh, “to behold one,
for whom I have preserved the most un-
ceasing esteem.”

The two friends now took a gentle

- walk across the field, and as they were

alone, soon began to converse, without
reserve.

“ How cruel has our separation
been,” cries Julia; “no two hearts
could find greater satisfaction in the so-
ciety of each other; and to be so dis-
united by the insiduous shafts of calum-
ny, is a woful circumstance.”

Monimia continued pensive; she cast
B 38 her
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her eyes on the ground, and seemed
unwilling to make any reply.

“ Say, my dear,” continues Julia,
“ is it not a circumstance to be re-
gretted, that two families of such worth
and goodness should beé separated by
the diabolical artifices of some obscure
miscreant; for I am certain, the mis-
chief has arisen from some such cause.”

Monimia, after looking very gravely,
at length observed,  that the misun-
derstanding was equally as unpleasant to
her, as unexpected; that it appeared
like one of those cruel attacks upon do-
mestic happiness, not uncommon in
life, and which the best are liable to.

“ Tam happy, however,” continued
she, “in being conscious that no part
of my conduct can, with justice, have
contributed towards the overthrow of

the happiest moments of my life.”
Julia

.
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Juli@@j@d.h >r friend, as she saw the
tear fall at -the conclusion of this sen-
tence, and exclaimed, not without some
emotion, “I have the strongest hopes
yet, my dear, that those happy mo-
ments will one day return; I heartily
pray that this ~~ .o villainy, which has,
alas, been too successful, may be de-
tected, and meet its reward. I cannot
forbear indulging the hopes, that two of
my friends may again live in the delight
of each other.”

Julia had just touched the string,
which was now become too weak to bear
the sound. A faintness seized Monimia,
and she was obliged to request the
assistance of her friend, while she re-
clined against a tree, which stood near:
after some little pause, when Monimia
seemed to recover, she replied. “I
know well, my dear Julia, the goodness
of your heart; you delight in the hap-
piness of your friends, but fate has for-

B 4 bid
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bid the circumstance ynu.hint ay by a
combination of insurmountable acci-
dents.”

« 1 cannot look upon things in so
serious a light,” says the other;  there
only requires a meeus, ~f the parties,
and then, I am sure, both sides would
soon discover how.egregiously they
have been imposed upon.

«« 1 will, the first moment I have an
opportunity, exert myself to the ut-
most, to produce so happy an event.”

« Stay, my dear friend, stay and
withhold yourbenevolentpurpose,” cries
Monimia. “ I never solicit the coun-
ténance of those, whose friendship is
too capricious to be relied upon; be-
sides which, I have a pride here, point-
ing to her breast, from a consciousness
of acting on the most virtuous princi-
ples, that will not suffer me to stoop

; for
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for notice, not even from the family of
Bellgrove, so long as they are pleased
to shew that aversion and indifference,
which I have, in no part of my conduct,
deserved.”

« I do not blame you, my dear,” re-
plies Julia, * for entertaining a just opi
“nion of your own importance; but, as
I observed before, I am convinced, the
whole arises from a plot, put in execu-
tion by some perfidious monster, jealous
of the purity of two such hearts as those

of Monimia and Orlando.”

« T cannot tell what to impute the
change to,” answers Monimia; ¢ but I
had been "happier, if those who have
chosen to deviate from their principles
had assigned some reason for so doing.
Mry. Bellgrove, I always thought, was
incapable of duplicity; but—"

« Do not let resentment govern
= e T . you,”
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you,” observes her friend; he, I am
sure, possesses too good a heart to trifle
on serious subjects; and does, no doubt,
entertain the same sincerity and affec-
tion as ever.”

< That I cannot so well determine
on,” replies Monimia.  This reflec-
tion, however, affords me infinite satis-
faction, that I have ever acted consist-
ently with any partial behaviour I may
have shewn him.”

These amiable friends had now walked
to and fro, till Monimia felt "herself
fatigued, and Julia thought it time to
return. They cordially embraced each
other, and the former retired to her
abode, with a pleasing pensive sensa-
tion, which the conversation of the lat-
texr had inspired.

Julia had fully resolved on making
the baroness acquainted with this inter-

view, -
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view, the first favourable opportunity,
choosing rather to hazard that lady’s
displeasure, than act in a clandestine
manner towards her.

She, however, thought it necessary
to await the period, when the baroness
should appear disposed to bestow some
unusual favour upon her; at which time,
the kind Julia thought she could say
enough to pave the way towards a re-
conciliation between the two amiable

families.

Julia’s heart overflowed with the hopes
of accomplishing her point. It was
the constant theme of her ideas, and she
could hardly refrain from unburthening
her mind to the baroness. A circum-
stance, however, was about to take
place, which, she flattered herself, would
be altogether auspicious to her design.

The baroness was to be alene on the
B 6 ensuing
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ensuing day, and expressed a wish that
Julia would not engage herself out any
where, as she intended to make some
fresh arrangements in her wardrobe,

and was desirous of her decision on the
affair.

This was spoken in a way, - which
Julia construed as an intention of making
her some present; in short, there was a
very visible air of good humour about
her protectress, which the former con-
sidered as ominous of the success of her
undertaking.

The baroness was entertaining Julia
with an account of her plans of amuse-
ment on the following day, when the
baron rung his bell, to summons the
ladies to dinner, which was provided
earlier than usual, as it was intended to
pass the evening in some excursion
about the surrounding villages.

- The -
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The coach was ordered, in the first
place, to proceed to a certain spot,
where the company alighted, and after
crossing a field, came to an eminence,
on which, stood a beautiful summer-
_house, commanding a most extensive

prospect. e

The baron had caused this place to be
erected, on account of the view, with
which he entertained his friends, at any
time, when the fineness of the weather
made it inviting. Here they often re-
sorted to drink tea, and pass the time in
a varlety of amusements.

Close by, stood ‘two or three noble
stacks of hay, the produce of the adja-
cent farm, which the baron kept in his
own possession for amusement.

When the party arrived, they seated
themselves, and soon fell into a very

lively discourse; when, justas the baron

" - was -
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was entertaining his company with a
diverting story, a deep hollow groan,
which issued from somewhere near
them, made him pause, and exhibit
symptoms of surprise. For a while their
amusement was suspended, and each
bestowed a listening ear; but no addi-
tional sound succeeding, the baron re-
sumed the subject, and the interruption
was forgotten, in the glee which his
conversation inspired.

After he had finished his story, their
attention was taken up, in beholding a
scene, which the baroness thought the
richest in the whole prospect: and Just
as she had directed Julia to remark a
_cluster of tress, which bore a Very sin-

gular form, a second groan interrupted
their meditations.

“ Surely, some person is dying, near
this spot,” cries Julia, with-concern in
her countenance 5 so saying, she was

% .~ just
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just on the poir:t of looking round for
the sufferer, when the baroness advised
that they should listen for the sound
once more, for the purpose of marking
minutely the spot from whence it came.

They sat sometime in awful expecta-
tion, but the groan was not repeated.

This circumstance threw a damp upon
their entertainment, and after sitting
about half an hour longer, they rose to
depart, and took a circuit round the
inclosure. As they passed the haystack,
the baron stood to survey the largeness
of their bulk and appearance, when a
faint and hollow murmur, from a place,
close by, threw them into a state of
confusion and alarm.

“ My dear madam,” cries Julia, “ this
is the accent of some one in his ex-
piring moments, and I think the un-

happy person must be somewhere be_—
hind



-

/ -
== O8N BELLGROVE CASTLE; OR,

hind these stacks;” on uttering these
expressions, she passed round the fur-
ther sides of the hayricks, and suddenly
uttered a loud shriek.

The baron and his lady instantly came
to her assistance; when, to their infi-
nite surprise, between the stacks and
the railing, they beheld a miserable
looking wretch, apparently exhausted,
and dying. ]

They now discovered the cause of .
Julia’s affright, and seeing her pretty
well recovered, directed their attention
to the spectacle before them.

.
-

The baron gazed on him with com-
passion, but at the first seemed to hesi-
tate to approach, upon which, the lan-
guishing wretch, in a faint voice, ex-
claimed, ;

“ Be not alarmed, kind sir; but for
S the
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the love of God, let me have somelittle
assistance before I die.” He could say
no more; nature was exhausted, and
he sunk senseless on the earth.

The baron thought he could not do
better than send Julia to the carriage,
“with orders to drive immediately to the
farm, and get assistance. This was ef-
fected in a little time, as the distance
was but short; and the unhappy man
»-as conveyed to that place, in a state,
in which it was difficult to pronounce
him either dead or alive.

As soon, however, as he evinced
signs of life, the baron ordered a resto-
rative cordial to be given him, which
was, not without some difficulty, con-
veyed to his stomach.

After a considerable dose, he acquired
sufficient strength to speak, and with
wistful eyes, implored he might have

‘ the
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the assistance of a clergyman in his last
moments; particularly requesting the
attendance and advice of Dr. Pritchards.

Though the unexpected mention of
this gentleman occasioned in the baron -
and baroness some unpreasant sensa-
tions, they knew not how to refuse so
solemn a claim, as a dying man’s re-
quest.

After some deliberation, the baro.:
consented, and the doctor was applied
to for his presence on the occasion;
who, with his usual compassion and
alacrity, in a short time made his ap-
pearance at the farm.

‘When Dr. Pritchards arrived, he was
surprised at beholding the baron and
his family, no mention having been
made, that it was at their intimation he
had been sent for.

He
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He retired a few steps on this disco-
very, and the baron and his lady exhi-
bited a degree of stateliness on the oc-
casion.

At length, the former recollecting
one of the chief features of the religion
he taught, threw off all reserve, and
walking up to the baron, exclaimed,
“ I hope, my dear sir, upon so solemn
an occasion as the present, both you
and I shall forget every instance of ani-
mosity; a principle that ill becomes the
ceremony we are about to be present
at, and if there really exists a just cause
for resentment on either side, I am
very willing to enter into an amicable
discussion of the merits of the affair,
soon as we shall, in a christian-like man-
ner, have rendered all the consolation
in our power to the unf'ortun_ate indi-
vidual, who has solicited my assistance

and advice.
The
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The baron was warmed by this candid
and generous address; it disarmed him
of every prejudice, and the two friends,
as if by a momentary and sympathetic
affection, shook hands, and immediately
repaired to the sick man’s chamber.

The sight of the doctor threw the
unfortunate man into a sort of tempo-
rary convulsion, and upon his reco-
very, he burst out into some very awiul
exclamations against himself.

“ I have been, sir, the agent of the
worst of crimes; and my conscience is
agonized with ten thousand tortures.

¢ Forgive me, good doctor; for
amongst my manifold offences, I have
been no small disturber of your peace.”

The doctor looked surprised.

“ O grant me the consolation, kind

. S,
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sir, of your forgiveness, which I can
hardly hope for, after the injury done
you.”

The doctor recovering from the emo-
tion he felt at the sick man’s declara-
tion, intreated him to explain.

< I have, sir,*defamed the reputation
of one, who never did me harm; and
~imposed upon you in the most repre-
hersible manner:” here the dying man

~ paused, and the doctor manifested signs

of impatiznce for him:to proceed, the
moment he was able.

¢ That letter,” continued the man,
which you found in the summer-house,
was a forgery; I wrote it at the nstiga-
tion of a person, who appeared to have
great prejudice against your family, and
that of the baron of Bellgrove.”

The baron and the doctor gazed at
: each
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each other with astonishment, but con-
tinued *to listen to the unexpected
tidings.

“ I was also employed to write let-
ters of slander to the baron, for the
express purpose, as my employer told
me, to create an.effectual breach be-
tween the two families. =

“But a suitable vengeance has pursued
me; the pension] procured for my s >r-

vices has been witheld; a grievous in-

firmity has seized my body ; and the
pangs of remorse are become intolera-
ble:e

The doctor advised him not to de-
spair, as his crime, though of a serious
nature, was not an unpardonable one.
““ You have, it 1s true,” continued the
divine, © disturbed the peace of both
families by such an oﬂ'eﬁce—yet there
is mercy for penitents of every descrip-
tion.” : “ There
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“ There can be none for such a wretch
as me,” cried the man, with+great ve-
hemence, ¢ Murder, blood, and vio-
lence, forbid me to hope!—already have
my remorseless deeds fastened on my
soul, and cause me a foretaste of eter-
" nal torments.”

‘Here the agonised wretch fell into the
most violent execrations on his past
life, and soon after sunk down in a
swoon, a circumstance, which induced
the company to quit the room.

When they had adjourned into another
apartment, the most cordial congratu-
lation took place between the parties on
the discovery, though the state of the
dying man’s mind made a serious and
solemn impression on their minds.

A very little conversation on the mis-
understanding which had subsisted be-
tween the baron and the doctor, now
produced
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produced the most perfect reconcilia-
tion between them; harmony was re-
stored, and both parties regretted they
had been so precipitate in adopting an
unfavourable opinion of each other.

In a little time, they resorted again to
the chamber, and found the unhappy
wretch venting his evil deeds in a tone
of phrensy.

The doctor approached, and entreated
the man to be calm, and make an une-
quivocal declaration of his crimes; upon
which, the latter began to rave CH e
that spot ! That fatal spot calls for ven-
geance on my head !”

He then continued to dwell, in strains
of tortures, on some particular place.

The doctor tried the utmost to per-
suade him to be composed, and begin a
confession of the whole thatlay so heavy
on his mind. At
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At length, in a- tremulous tone, and
his whole frame in an uncommon state
of agitation, he confessed— That in a
cex'raip field, not far off from IHorrordale
Castle, lay the body of a person, he
had been-accessary to the murder of.
and that a paper of great importance
was concealed in the same spot.”

It was,' with great difficulty, the doc-
tor could collect these particulars,which
- were, in fact, delivered in so wild and
incoherent a way, that neither he nor
the baron knew how to decide, whether
they were the effusions of a delirium, or
had their origin in reality, and matter
of fact.

The doctor was of opimpion, by the
repeated accusations of himself, which
fell from the man, that he had not di-
vulged the whole of his crimes; he,
therefore, attentively waited every op-
portunity by which he might obtain a

N oL T &r ~ further
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further confession, but in vain; the de-
lirium increased, and they were obliged
to call in assistance, to prevent his com-
mitting some act of violence on him-
self : 9

In such a state, both-'the baron and
the doctor thought they could be of no
_present use to him.

They therefore withdrew, and afier
having conversed a little in an adjaqént
apartment upon the str'ange event they
had Just witnessed, left the strictest
_orders that the unhappy man should be _
treated with as much care and hum ity
as the case wou]d admit.

The doctor 'thenr stepped into the
baron’s carriage, and in a little time was
set down at the vicarage.

So great was the cunosny of that gen-
tleman, and so earnest to come at the
) whole
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whole of the dying man’s story, that he
attended at the farm in the morning, at
an early period.'

The baron was .instigated by a similar
impulse, and arrived at that place within
~ a few minutes afterwards. The expec-
tations of both  were, hbwevér,'ﬁhaliy
checked, upon learning that the un-
- happy man had closed his eyes for ever.
 They were likewise informed by the
attendants, that his delirium had in-
creased to an 'ungovernable phrensy,
which at length exhausted him, and he
expired with e\press'ons of herror and

despair.

The baron gave orders to search the
pockéts of the deceased,- and upon exa-
mination ther‘év,,wa's" found a miniature
picture, and a key of some small-chest
or cabinet; also a sheet of paper, con-
taining a written: declaration, butit was

so defaced, thc.t scarce a word could be
ce : derl-
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deciphered. From,sor'ne expressions,
denoting murder, it appeared like a con-
fession, but its mutilated state forbade
the spectators to discov,er’bthe parti-
cularss -

The doctor géve 01‘de1'§_ for a decent
interment, and soon after accompanicd
his friend to the castle, where they held
ia long conference, concerning what had
been witnessed at the farm. It appeared,
- however,: a decided point with theni,
that the delinguent had been the agent«
of some person of distinction, for par-
ticular purposes; and, when the baron
ruminated on the contlomty of the spot,
to “Osmond’s abode and the depraved

. conduct the latter had exhibited towards
Julia, he could not, altogether, acquit
him as innocent of theﬂtrénsactions al-
‘luded to o at all eve‘nts"they resolved,
on so’me/ future day, to examine the
place whlch the deceased had 1dent1ﬁed
in so extrqordmary a way.

The ‘
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The baron, at the request of the doc-
, took iito his possession the picture
they had discovered at the farm.

This he felt some satisfaction in ac-

_cepting, as it bore, upon close exami-

nation, a strong resemblance to Julia.

A conceit of this kind was first sug-
gested by the doctor, who, immediately
on beholding it, discovered the resem-
plance, and shortly after 1mpalted his
opmlon to the baron.

Upon aJﬁjoint inspection they both
agreed, and while conyersing on the
subject, the image of the unfortunate
Louisa recurred, very forcibly, to the
mind of the doctm, but there was a
vivacity and spirit in the featmes of the

- portrait, which that lady was never seen

to possess. He concluded, therefore,
‘that 1t had'n_evrer been intended for her.
' c3 25 The
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The baron debated a long time within '

_himself how he should dispose ef the

picture, after the observation made by
his friend of its resemblance to Louisa,
that being the name announced by the
supernatural voice, when Osmond made
his attempts on Julia; at length he re-

- solved to keep it concealed from Julia,

as a discovery might only excite uneasy
conjectures, which she was not in pos-
session of; or in her power to satisfy.

The baroness coincided with him in
this opinion, and it was immediatel -
deposited in a drawer, where he pre-
served his own curlosmes and articles
he set a value on.

- Matters were now completely com-

~promised between the families at the

castle and the vicarage, several visits had

- passed at both places, at which, all that
~ union and mutual comp]acency that

‘mar ked
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marked their former intimacy were re-
newed, and their esteem fixed upon a
permanent and invariable basis.

There was, however, something want-
ing, to make the society equally ani-
mating; Mon ‘mia, in particular, though
highly pleased with the reconciliation,
felt a vacuum in all her amusements,
which nothing but the enlivening pre-

- sence of Orlando could remove.
Her affection for that amiable youth
——ad returned with redoubled force since
the discovery, while the sacrifice he had
made fo artifice and viHainy, pained her
Inexpressibly. ‘ :

Often would she give way to de-
sponding ideas, while reflecting on his
hazardous situation; and the fear of its
eventually proving fatal, filled her with
the greatest uneasiness and alarm.

c4 - These
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* These occasional meditationsaffected,
in some degree, her spirits, and she -
found it necessary to use every personal
effort to conceal her uneasiness trom
the company she was in the habits of
associating with.

The absence of Orlando was, indeed,
felt by all; and, so anxious were his
_parents to see hlm again, that the baron,
in conforlmty to the wishes of his lady,
dispatched a. letter to him, requestin,:
if consistent with his honour, an imme-
diate return ; desm‘ibing; at the sar_=
time, the particulars of the event that
had happened. :

This was a measure that gavé infinite
satisfaction to ‘all his friends, as it af-
forded them the pleasing expectation of
once more enjoying his amlable pre-
sence and Conversatlon. s

The young ladies had now an opp01—

tumtv
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7 tugity of unbosoming themselves to each

‘other, without reserve; and the return
f mutual intercourse was an event, in
which they both experienced incon-
ceivabue delight.

Between Julia and Monimia there
subsisted such a sameness of taste and
sentiment, as united them in the strong-
est ties of attachment.

They appeared to have but one fancy

- in the choice of their various occupa-

tions or amusements, and whatever was

selected by the one, was 1dopted by the
other.

In such a unison of souls, did the two
amiable friends spend a great part of
their time; and though their conver-
sation was, in general various, the two
gallant heroes became the principal

themes of their dlSCOUlSe.
.5 - "~ Such
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Such was the influence that the imgge
of Orlando had upon the two_familiesgy
. that they scarce ever met, but he b -
~ came the leading topic, and the day of
his arrival was looked upon as an event
that would make their happiness com-
plete.

~ Some time after, as they were con-
versing about their absent friend, the
baron apprized the company, that the
anniversary of Orlando’s birth-day was
'_'.neax, and intimated that he should ex-
pect the pleasure of their attendance on
such an occasion '

This was assented to with satisfaction,
and Orlando’s natal day was celebrated
with the greatest joy and festivity.

In the course of their entertainment,
the baren and the doctor amused them-
selves with a conversation on antiqui-

BEE i ties;
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tes; and the former, by way of illus-
trating . his discourse, incautiously di-
rec ted Julia to-bring down a cabinet of
curic1s medals which he had pxcsened
with the greatest care, and collected at
a considerable cost. :

Julia was gone so long, that the ba-
ron concluded she could not find them;
at length she made her appearance, but
<0 pale and weak, as gave some alarm
to the company. The baroness imme-
diately ran to her assistance, and placing
her in a chair, began fto make use of

‘means of recove}y.

"When she came a little to herself,
Julia exclaimed, < O, that picture !”
','md was upon the pomt of fainting a
‘ second time. ‘

The baron now recollected his absence
of mind in sending Julia to the very
spot, which he intended: should have

2e6 been
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been wholly kept from her view; ani
was hurt, at seeing the ill effects it had
produced.

When she was thoroughly 1*ccbvered,
the baroness observing much curiosity
in the company to survey the object of
her indisposition, proposed that the -
“portrait should be brought into the

. room for that purpese, to which Julia

- gave consent, shewing a tender, yer:
timid curiosity, to behold again the -
cause of her recent emotion and sur-
prise.

When  the picture was produced,
Julia flew to gaze on what had so in-
terested her feelings; and after conning
it with an eager and melancholy aspect,
exclaimed, ‘“ This is, indeed, the pic-
ture of my unhappy sister; good Hea-
vens! by what unaccountable occur-
rence has it found its way to these
parts?” & :
b . . Just



THE HORRID SPECTRE. -5 41

Just as she uttered these words, Mo-
1.imia gave a decp sigh, and pronounced
th= portrait, upon a minute examina-
tion. to be the representatioﬁ of ‘little
Henry's. mother. This assertion pro-
duced a very interesting embarrassment
on the part of her friend.

Julia exclaimed, with emotion and

Ssurprise, <« Good Heavens! Monimia,

was there, indeed; aresemblance? Pray
tell nde, continued she, in a tremulous.
tone, what was the name of your
friend?”

& Béllamy,” réplied Monimia.

<« Her married name, I suppose,”
enquired Julia. :

““ Yes,” replied the other, < and her

maiden name was Woodville.”

« Heavens preserve me |’ cries Julia .
- Ese s this
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“ this was, iﬁdeed no other than the
unfortunate Lomsw Wood\ ille, my ur-
happy sister.’

Here the tender and amiaple girl

burst into a flood of tears, which were
a seasonable relief to her, as she was on
the point of sinking into a fit; after
which, she alternately gazed on the por-
fl'ait, and the child whom she now ca-
ressed, with the fondest embraces, ex-
claiming, at the same time,  Alas ! my
angel, Providence will, T hope, shield
you from your mo'ther‘s adverse fate.”

A settled 01oom now. took possessmn

- of the whole company

Tney sympqthlzed in the most feehnor
manneyr with the suff‘erm«rs’ of poor
Juha) who was.just initiated into a dis-
covery, which tended to make her
wretched. She, however, possessed the
good sense of exerting herself, toavoid
B - throwing
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throwing a total check on the amuse-
meat of her 4companions; who, how-
eve.. quitted her with regret, at sight
of th. emotion the discovery had oc-
casioned her.

In the course of the evening, when
Julia ‘and Monimia’s absence would ad-
mit, the unfortunate Louisa became the
-subject of conversation; and hersudden
. disappearance, with the probable event
~ that ensued on such an extraordinary
_ occasion, drew tears from their eyes.

The time had elapsed that gave hopes ‘
of intelligence concerning her, and
every se'nt_im‘ént, on so remarkable a
transaction, seemed only ‘to inspire
thoughts of the most gloomy and alarm-
ing description; while the tear of pity
fell plenteously from the eyes of those
who had witnessed her lovely and amia-

511 perfections.
; The
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The person of little Henry beca ne
now more and more interesting to all
who knew him; as to Julia, she ] new
not how to be sufficiently lavisb of her
caresses; she requested to. take him
entirvely under her protecti/.n, and in the
most tender and respectful manner
- urged her claim to that effect. :

~

This was a trial to Monimia,‘ who
doated on the child, but it was a FE &
quest she could, by no means, refuse.
The sense she entertained of the strong
affection that naturaHy attracted Julia’s
attention to the boy, made her instantly
resign every pleasure she experienced
in having him under her own care..

At length, however, the affuir was
compfomised between the two friends,
with the assurance that Monimia should
receive occasional visits from her little
friend, who would be permitted, at (if
ferent periods, to take up his abode at
the vicarage. ** - W
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We consider Henry now as an inmate
f the castle, where he soon became no
si1all favourite; both the baron and his
la'y viewed him with an eye of tender-
ness ~nd compassion. His orphan state
was a swficient claim upon their pity;
in addition to which, he evinced such
winning and engaging qualities, aswere
sure to excite the love and admiration
of all who knew him.

While the baron and baroness felt:
increasing regard for the child, Julia
knew no bounds to.her affection; yet it
~was a love, not unaccompanied with in-
t‘ellru,ption‘: often, while iutently gaz-
ing' on him, she would recognize
Louisa’s features, a reflexion, that op-
pressed her with the. most painful de-
jection, as often as it occurred. :

[

Z # 5 :

§ Julia now felt an earnest desire to

. - learn by what means her sister had ob-

\ ’mmed an acqu'untance w1th Monimia;
: and
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and though she feared the recital would
have a painful effect upon her mind,
could not restrain, one day, from ma -~
ing the enquiry.

Monimia complied, but tou.hed vei‘y
slightly upon the sufferings Louisa had
endured. ‘ i :

Julia, from every occurrence, was
now satisfied that it was her sister who
had resided at the vicarage, and expe-
rienced the most pungent regret at not
having made a2 visit there, at a time
when she could have beheld her.

Some little time after Hénry had been
at the castle, a circumstance happened,
that threw the family there into a tem-
porary alarm. '

The servant had been out with him,
and in the course of the walk, met a
_person of an ill look, who-attempted to
; z force
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'orce his conversation on her, and every
thdeavour to get free from him, proved
inkffectual. He expressed a wish to
carvy the child for her, which she re-
fused,\lhinkin'g, from his manner and
behavious\ that he had no good inten-
tion. .

The stranger, at last, became quite
rude, and.even made a snatch to get
him from her; ﬁpon which, she scream-
ed éloud,_ and somebody coming to her
assistance, the villain fled into the
wood, close by; afier which, she heard
two men conversing in there, express-
ing great animosity against some per-
-son, whose name she did not hear men-
tioned &

The maid returned quite ill with her
fright, and her account made a very
uneasy impression on the family.

This iustance of fresh‘hostili'ties set

the
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the baron upon reasoning on the causs
or motive of such acts of prejudice "o
the peace of his family.

He at length brought himsels to the
conclusion, though conscicas of his-
having given no provocation, that there
was some latent foe, whose aim was to
give a fatal blow to his happiness. In-
fluenced by such an opinion, he con-
sulted the doctor upon the best means
to frustrate so mischievous a purpose,
who expressed much sﬁ,rprise at what
had happened, acquiesced in the senti-
ments of his friend, and advised, that a
strict and numerous watch should be
posted in all the recluse places that stocd
adjacent to. the castle. 2

This precaution was instantly adopted,
and had nearly been attended with suc-
cess, as they surprised too ill-looking
fellows, who were lounging in the
- neighbourhood, but who taking to the.»

heels.
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heels, were too guick in their motions

tu be apprehended.

It was thought expedient, at the same
time, ror Julia and her nephew to keep
within the castle for a stated time, a cir-
cumstance which in no wise distressed
the former, as her apprehensions were
considerably heightened for the welfare
of the child ; and she knew he would be
perfectly secure, by conforming to such
a proposal. > :

Julia was far from being melancholy
in her retirement ; she was of an active
turn, and could in a moment disperse
uneasy thoughts, by application to her
various amusements; in addition to
which, her inestimable friend was un-
remitting in her visits, with whom Julia
passed the hours in ‘the most agreeable
and engaging conversation.

l\\ o < g :
~ After a month or two had passed in
: Ha : ‘the
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the most vigilant searsh after the of-
fenders, and evel'y caution had bee;:
used to guard against a second surprise,
Julia ‘was permitted by her friends to
take the air; she howevgr felt a Zegree
of timidity in her first excurson, and
looked about her with alarm- and appre-
hension.

Henry was become dearer to her, if
possible, since this meditated act of
violence, and she was unhappy the mo-
ment he was Oll,i% of her sight. The fate
“of his unfortunate mother pressed hea-
vily on her mind, and sHe was deter-
mined to use every'méahs in her power

- to prevent his beinginadefé similar sa-
crifice.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IL

THE baron and his lady, in order to
make Monimia amends for her loss, in-
vited her to a few weeks residence at the
castle. This the doctor consented to,
and the two friends felt the highest sa-
tisfaction in the pi'ospect of an uninter-
rupted round of conversation with each
other. z

This visit was particuiarly gratifying
_to Julia in another respect, as a day or
two after Monimia came, little Henry
was seized with an alarming iliness, a
circumstance which occupied their in-
cessant attention. Julia
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Juha and her friend scarce ever stirred
flom the bed-side ‘—they watched wih
the greatest amuety, the various turns
of the disorder, but saw nothing to flat-

ter them with the hopes of a recovery.

A whole week did this little sufferer
lay, without one symptom in his favour ;
and his affectionate attendants concluded
he would fall a victim to his distemper. -

- The uneasiness of both, on this occa-
sion, was inexpressible; and Julia, at
length, found herself on the point of
being deprived of the last vestige of her
unfortunate family.

The baron and baroness were likewise
seriously apprehensive of- fatal conse-
quences from the disorder, and they ex-
pected, with the deepest concern, an
event, which would bereave them of SO .

‘engaging a companion.

1 ‘7‘ -

Monimia and Julia sat up every night
with
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with their little patient, and to beguile
the time, usually took a book, and alter-
nately read to cach other.

It happened one night, as they were
* unusually :ttentive to the subject, they
were disturbed by a very uncommon in-
terruption.

Just as the castle clock had tolled out
in solemn peals the last vibration of
twelve, a sudden flash of light darted
across the window, and repeated its
motion several times, till at length, i
attracted the notice of the two friends)'
who immediately flew to the casement
to discover the cause of 1t ;- but, after
continuing some minutes on the spet,
they could observe nothing that appear-
ed likely to produce what had so re-
cently alarmed them.

" ~They therefore retired to the bed-side
~athout dwelling much on the circum-

VOL; LV. D stance,
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stance, and observing the child likely to
sleep the remaining part of the night,
soon betook themselves to their repose.

Scarcely had they got into bed, when
a repetition of the light th.ew them
mto a second consternntion‘.

Monimia and Julia immediately rose
from the bed and applied to the window,
where they remained a few minutes,
without observing any particular ob-
ject.

At length, the moon emerging from
an immense cloud, which had thrown a
darkness over the whole scene, disco-
vered to them the figure of a man, who
had crossed the garden to a spot nearly
opposite to where they stood.

He was muffled up in a manner that
denoted disguise, and by very minute
attention they observed a mask on h.
face. Upon
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Upon the firse discovery of this object,
they retreated a few steps, and drawing
a blind across the window, stood con-
cealed from notice ; at the same time
were enabled to watch the motions of

the intruaer.

They had not surveyed him long,
when, to their surprise and dismay, they
beheld him taking a critical survey of
the whole building, and soon after he
was attended by two or three men, in
disguised habiliments, who seemed to
shew him every token of respect and

obelsance.

After which, they directed a very
minute attention to the identical win-
dow where they were standing, which

__so alarmed the two friends, that they
resolved not to go to bed during the

. night.

Their fears, however, were somewhat
D 2 abated,
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abated, by observing these midnight
visitants soon quit the spot.

Monimia and Julia could not conceive
what could be the design of ‘these in-
vaders ; they however could aot con-
strue their visit as having any good pur-
pose, therefore barred the windows of
the chamber, and set about securing all

the doors which led to their apartment.

Thinking all was safe, they now altered
their resolution of sitting up the re-
mainder of the night, and retired to
bed, where they had not long been,
before every recollection of what
had happened was lost in a profound
sleep. : ;

The circumstance that had happened,
however, produced very uneasy sensa-
tions in the minds of both; Julia, in
particular, was distressed yvith a very

u neaSy
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uneasy dream; from which sie qwole,
sustaining a load of horrors.

5 :

¢ She thought somebody drew bac-
the curtain of the bed—it was a pale,
ghast]yﬁgure, in female apparel, who
sighed and shook her head, then un-
bared her bosom, from which she
plucked a dagger drenched in gore,
while from the deep wounds in her
breast issued streams of blood.

¢ She advanced to embrace Julia, took
hold of one of her hands, and pointed
to the window ; then removed the bed-
clothes and hung over little Henry,
gazing on him with inexpressible fond-
ness.

* She now retreated, and pointing
alternately to Heaven and to the child,
in a solemn hollow tone of voice bade
Julia adieu, -and disappeared.’

D 3 : Julia
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Julia =woke with a shriek, the sound
of which roused Monimia, to whom she
relaced her dream.

At this narration the latter uttered a
groan, and exclaimed, “ Good Hea-
vens preserve us! I fear some secret
enemy is about to annoy us.”

The two friends found themselves so
disconcerted by such disagreeable ex-
perience, that they could not obtain
any degree of composure during the
night, but rose quite dispirited; and
when at breakfast, their uneasiness was
visible to the baron and baroness, who
enquired the cause.

Julia related the circumstance of the
man in the garden—the baron started,
and pronounced it a very extraordinary
circumstance; and which, he was de-
termined to investigate: for this pur-

' pose,
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pose, strict search was made in that
place, but not the least track or im-

pression appeared.

The effect which Julia’s dream had
made upon her, was such as could not
easily be effaced. She felt a dread on
laying down to rest; the awfulness of
the vision had impressed her mind with
a portentous idea of something dread-
ful; added to which, there was a train
of meaning in the gesture of the spectre,
which seemed to allude to some awful
event. ;

A few evenings after the dream she
was sitting up, perusing a favourite
work—Monimia had retired about half
an hour; and the most solemn stillness
prevailed in the castle; all on a sudden,
she was disturbed by a deep groan,
which seemed to proceed from the pas-
sage leading to the room she was in.

: D 4 Julia
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Julia felt herself inspired to search
for the cause, and soon as she opened
the door, observed a twinkling light,
which threw a side-way kind of glimmer
into the passage before her.

She advanced, with the intent to see
who was in possession of the light, and
turned round an avenue, In expectation
of making a discovery; but in propor-
tion as she advanced, the light gradu-
ally retreated, as if disposed to lead her
into the various windings of the build-
ing. She arrived at length at a spacious
room, where the light appeared to
pause---the door was on a jar---Julia
pushed it gently aside, but what was
the agony of her feelings, on observing
a female figure in deep mourning,
who beckoned her to advance. Julia
was inspired at this moment with more
than human fortitude; she obey ed the
mandate, when the spectre conducted

her
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her to a kind of hall adjoining the room
they had just left: this was called the
picture gallery, in which hung the va-
rious portraits of the descendants of the
family. Close to the baron and baro-
ness were delineated the figures of Or-
lando and Osmond.

The specti-e now made a stand, ex-
actly opposite to that which represented
the latter, while Julia stood in an atti- -
tude of intreaty to know the will of the
apparition ; who pointing to her breast,
and then at the picture, shook her head,
and uttered a deep sigh. Julia still
kept following the ghost, who disce-
vered to her such scenes of woe, that
she became, at last, insensible, in which
state, Monimia at length found her;
who supposing something remarkable
had happened, came in pursuit of her.

_ The two friends retired, not a little
disconcerted at the repeated catastro-
phies which had happened.
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Julia was nearly recovered from her
alarm in the course of a few days, but
exhibited an air of melancholy that gave
no small uneasiness to her friends. Mo-
nimia, at the same time, feeling all the
sympathy for Julia which a good heart
will entertain on so solemn an occa-
sion.

The affliction which the latter labour-
ed under; was a sort of prophetic sad-
ness; a solitary impression on her mind,
tha’f‘she was soon to learn the real fate
of her unhappy sister.

A few days after, Monimia and Julia
paid a visit to the vicarage.

The carriage was appointed by the
baron to convey them there. The ride
was pleasant, and little Henry looked
out of the coach window with an unu-
sual degree of '1dm1rat10n at the obJems
which appeared.

They
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They proceeded down some bye lanes,
and stopped at a certain part, to admit
the passage of a cart that was coming in
an opposite direction; at this period, a
person, habited like a fortune-teller,
put a piece of paper in at the coach

“window, Monimia opened it, and read
the following caution:

¢ Fair ladies, timely take alarm,
¢ A friend would save you from all harm
¢ Some mischief you will shortly know,
¢ Unless you wisely shun the blow;
¢¢ View strangers with a cautious eye,
‘¢ And their advances quickly fly.”!

As soon as they had read the paper,
they looked round for the person who
presented it, but their counsellor had
fled, and left them in no*small surprise s
at such an alarming and unexpected an
adventure. :

Julia knew not how to construe this
train of singular events; it was a painful
D6 s thing
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thing for her to be ever on the alarm,
yet her opinion of the matter was per-
fectly in unison with that of Monimia,
who apprehended some lurking mis-
chief against the family.

The ladies now thought of returning,
under the influence of such'a sentiment;
but' they had scarcely resolved upon
such a proceeding, when the carriage
was intercepted by a chaise-and-four,
and received such a shoek; as overturn-
ed it.

The company within sustained very
little injury, though considerable alarm.

Two gentlemen, who were in the
chaise that octasioned the injury, im-
mediately stepped out, and offering the
most respectful apology, attempted to
render every assistance in their power;
at the same time, severely reprimanaing
the carelessness of the drivers.

g 3 e S They
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They requested the ladies to make
use of their carriage as far as they were
going; this was declined b}'f them, as
the distance was but small to the vicar-
age.

- The gentlemen then insisted on sce-
ing them on their way, and at the same
time exhibited such politeness and affa-
bility, that the petition was, at len(rth
consented to.

In a little time the ladies paid their
respects to the doctor, and the gentle-
men explaining the motives of their ap-
pearance; were received by him with
the most sincere friendship and cor-
diality, and requested to pass the even-
ing at his abode.

In about an hour after, the merchant
and his family arrived, and the com-
pany were not a little interested in the
unexpected congratulations which took

place
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place between Mr. Beaumont and one
of the strangers who accompanied Mo-
nimia and her friend. They saluted
each other, and soon made it evident
that they had been ardent friends.

The gentleman warmly congratulated
the merchant, and said, next to the
happiness of seeing him, he had an
affair to communicate, which gave him
infinite pleasure. The former then ap-
prized the latter that a very consider-_
able property was bequeathed Him, by
a relation in the East Indies.

Mr. Beaumont received the tidings
with a mixture of pleasure and regret;
and the affair being announced to the
company, he was complimented in the

tor, who long 'ha% wished to see his
friend 1'ein“stated:i1:il-'his'fd_r,r‘n'er degree of
opulence and'dignity. = ;

The
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The ladies stopped at the vicarage,
till Julia reminded her friend it was
proper to return; and the gentlemen,
apprized of their intention, insisted on
the honour of seeing them home.

The chariot was immediately ordered,
and the party proceeded in a brisk pace
to the castle.

They had not, however, gone far,
before they were surprised by a band
of ruffians, who insisted upon the women

and Henry’s alighting.

The protectors of the ladies attempt-
ed a rescue, but nothing could intimi-
date the assailants; who being well
armed, made a furious attack upon their
opponents, and instantly dragged them

from their position, and after stunning
them with repeated blows, carried off

their captives in triumph.
Monimia
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Monimia and Julia shrieked aloud,
and imagined, at one time, that their
efforts had brought some persons to
their assistance, as the carriage halted
a few moments, and a confused noise
of voices was heard ; but their hopes
soon fled, as they proceeded on a sud-
den with redoubled speed, and were
commanded, in a stern voice, by those
who had the custody of them, to be
silent, on peril of their lives.

After travelling about three hours, :
they made a sudden stop, and the ladies
were ordered to alight.  Julia clasped
the boy to her breast, and no intreaties
could prevail upon her to surrender him.
The ruffians threatened violence, but
Julia protested she would rather part
with her life, than be separated from
him.

They were now conducted through

several
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several windings, and at last came into
" aroom, where their guides left them,
after taking great pains to secure the
door, and making every preparation to-
prevent escape. In a short time, how-
ever, they heard some one approach,
who, on entering, discovered a thick,
squat-looking figure, having every ap-
pearance of malignity and ill-nature in
her looks. '

In a tone of voice, which made her
prisoners start and tremble, she de-
manded what refreshment they chose;
but the two friends were so alarmed and
pensive, that they scarcely .attended to
their unmannerly visitor, who in a still
mote hoarse and sullen note exclaimed,
< Do you choose any refreshment, or
not ?” Monimia intreated her to be a
little milder in her accents, but this
only served to aggravate the virago,
who in 'reply. vociferated, < Come,
corﬁe, let’s have no tragedy airs here,

I know
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T know the trick too well; you pretend
to be quite averse to every thing, and
yet, no doubt, have made this visit
from your own choice.”

The unfortunate females protested
that it was by violence they had been
brought into their present situation ;
and Monimia, holding out her purse,
intimated to the woman the contents
were her’s, if she would connive at their
escape.

« Aye, my dear, that’s very right,”
replied ¢he latter, not seeming to notice
it as a bribe, “ as you will not have oc-
casion for money here, you may as well
commit it to my protection.” And
marching up to Julia at the same time,
exclaimed, “ Perhaps, miss, you are
disposed to put the same confidence in
me ; that ring on your finger shall be
taken great care of, I assure you.”

Poor
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Poor Julia was 3o alarmed, that she
instantly complied, and surrendered it
to the jezebel.

The woman now altered her tone, and
began to practise all the dissimulation

she was mistress of.

« Come, come, ladies, don’t be dis-
heartened, the place is strange to you,
but comfort yourselves that you will
be at liberty soon : and now, my dear,
addressing Jﬁlia, you had better let me
. relieve you of the fatigue you have had
with the child.”

Julia was terrified at the proposal, but
durst not absolutely deny her; how-
ever, she was resolved not to trust him

out of the room.

When the woman took hold of little
Henry, the child screamed most vio-

1entljf, and exhibited such terror, as
offended
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offended the beldaia; who setting him
down, abruptly exclaimed, ¢« Well, if
you don’t choose to come, you may let
it alone.”

The ladies soon saw clearly they had
got an odd sort of creature to deal
with, and determined, in consequence,
to lean entirely to that side her humour
seemed inclined, and found, by so
doing, that they obtained an influence
over her, which no other means could
effect; in short, by a few innocent arti-
fices, they became quite social with her,
and while partaking of some refresh-
ment, felt no small pleasure from the
hopes of once more returning to their
home.

The next day the old woman had in-
gratiated herself so far into the good
graces of Monimia and Julia, that they
began to think they had gained her con-
fidence, and talked with her without re-

serve;
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serve; and at length a plan was agreed
upon, relative to their departure, the
conditions being, that the ladies should
be quite still and silent, at the time of
their removal.

This was most cordially assented to,
still the two friends were far from en-
joying repose—their minds were tor-
tured with suspence—doubt and hope
succeeded each other, and produced a
conflict, which occasioned a total inter—
ruption to their rest.

In the morning they partook of cof-
fee, and were persuaded, after much
intreaty, to permit the old woman to
accompany them part of the way.

After travelling some distance, Moni-
mia and Julia found themselves drowsy ;
a circumstance, which they considered
as arising from want of rest the pre-
ceding night, and to which, they did

not
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not seem disposed to make any resist-
ance; when their companion beholding
their condition, took the child into her
arms, by way of assisting their slum-
bers.

The ladies, upon waking, found
themselves so confused, and for a while
could not .tell what had happened; at
length Julia, as it were by instinct, ex-
claimed, ¢ Where is my sweet cherub?”
and upon feeling about the coach, for
it was now dark, to the infinite terror
and confusion of both, they found none

in it but themselves.

Monimia exclaimed, “ O, Heavens!
to what wretchedness are we doomed?”
and Julia raved in the wildest manner

on the unhappy fate of little Henry.

After venting their sorrow in sobs and
the most piteous lamentations, they
flew to the windows, and screamed for

3 ' protection,
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protection, but their eflorts were vain ;
the violators of their liberty having
fastened them down, to prevent alarm
or escape.

Julia and her friend now embraced
each other in an agony, comsidering
themselves as devoted to some dreadful
and unhappy purpose.

While the two friends were bemoan-
ing their situation, on a sudden they
found theifpace considerably briskened,
and soon after, a violent knocking at a
gate ensued, which was immediately
opened, and shut again with the noise

of thunder.

The carriage now stopped, and the
door was opened by some attendants,
who requested the ladies to alight.

Moninia and Julia descended, in a
state of terror and agitation, and before
: . they



76 BELLGROVE CASTLE; OR,

they entered the building, fell on their
knees, and amplored the pity of those
around them.

This applicatioﬁ was treated with the
greatest indifference, and the unfortu-
nate prisoners observing the domestics
increase and hover round them, as
- though they intended violence, without
further remonstrance, suffered them-
selves to be conducted into the build-

ing.

After traversing various windings and
avenues they arrived at a room, some-
thing like a hall, in which were two or
three men, whose countenances made
Julia and Monimia tremble; and who
appeared to be in seme serious and
eventful conference.

As the unfortunate females passed,
these ruffians viewed them with an eye
that denoted 1pisc11iel';' a circumstance,

' i which
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nion was cruelly tormenting the ears of
Monimia with the most gross and ful-
some discourse, while the latter felt all
the distress and embarrassment natural
to delicacy and dignity of mind.

In a short time Osmond renewed his
importunities, which were rejected with
contempt ; a circumstance, that had
more than 'qnce roused his haughty and
imperious passions: but as a consum-
‘mate hypocrite, he checked his impetu-
osity, and finding familiarity of no avail,
was determined to try a more reserved
and distant conduct. He therefore apo-
logized for the offence he had given,
assuring her that he would, the mnext
day, see hersafe on her way to the cas-
tle_intreated her with the most urgent
_persuasions, that she would, for the
present, be reconciled to her situation.

- This mageeuvre succeeded, and Julia
- condescendef, upon such terms, to en-

(et
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ter into a little conversation, and take
some refreshment.

- Monimia was influenced to follow her
example, upon a promise from her per-
secutor that he would withhold his ad-
dresses.

Osmond was now not without hopes
that he should succeed in his projects,
but he confided principally in the po-
‘tency of the article he had caused to be
mixed in the wine for the accomplish-
ment of his purpose, and took an op-
- portunity, at times, to recommend the
glass to the ladies to relieve their fa-
tigue.

Julia and her friend found it expedi-
ent to comply, as far as prudence would
allow; and Osmond congiatulated him-

~self with the hopes of his stratagem ’

speedily taking ;Q’%ﬁ?{zﬂ%‘ every mo-

EE \ ment









1y,

eY




THE HORRID SPECTRE. 86

them returned, conducting two gen-
tlemen. These were no other than the
- heroes who had endeavoured to preserve:

Monimia and Julia.

Théy gave the baron a circumstantial
_account of the adventure; who, with
the baroness, received the intelligence
with the deepest affliction.

The gentlemen received every polite
dttention at Bellgrove Castle, and were
pressed to stay the night; an invita-
tion ‘which, in their infirm state, was
highly agreeable to them.

The next day they departed, highly
pleased with the hospitality they had
been treated with, and promising every
assistance in their power to bring to jus-
tice' the perpetrators of the outrage on
Monimia and Julia.

- The day after the baron revolved the
o2 R ~ whole
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‘¢ Hear me,” replied his friend. “ You
know my destination was considerably
wide of this spot; but' meeting with a
singular occurrence on the road, I was
tempted to deviate from my track, to
discover the event of it.

“In my way to Chester, a chaise-
and-four drove furiously by, accompa-
nied with five or six attendants; my cu-
riosity induced me to glance intoe the
carriage as it passed, and I thought I
- saw two beautiful females in great emo-
tion and agony.”

“ Proceed, : pray proceed,” cried
Bellgrove; I am all impatience.”

‘ Fired by the thought,” continued
the other, « that some outrage or vio-
lence was intended them, I clapped
spurs  to my horse, in order to get a
further insight into the matter; but the .

_more
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more I urged thie animal I rode, the
more they increased their speed, so that
it was with difficulty I could keep within
sight of the carriage.

“ Having pursued them. however,
till late in the evening, and my horse
becoming jaded, I was obliged to give
up the chace, and seek the first place of
euntertainment; from which, I departed
this morning, intending to recover the
tract I had deviated from.”

¢ Guard them, ye Heavenly powers,”
‘exclaimed  Orlando, with fervency.
““The females you saw could be no other
than Monimia and Julia; let us, this in-
stant, pursue them to Horrordale Cas-
tlers

Fitzherbert was iﬁstantaneousiy fired
with'the same emotion, and orders were
given to Jerry to prepare a chaise for
their immediate departure.

: : Sl At
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The fugitives shrieked and recoiled,
when the door closed fipon them with a
horrid noise.

This sudden surprise was too much
for the affrighted females to sustain.
They reclined on the steps of the vault,
and fell into a swoon. :

‘Upon recovering they ascended, and
still finding strength to pursue their ob- .
jectin view, directed their way from the
vault, till they arrived at a room, the
door of which stood partly open. Mo-
‘nimia and Julia entered, and to their
astdnishment, beheld a female figure in
black, the face of which was concealed
by' a long veil.

The ladies were about to retire with
disiay, but the form beckoned them to
advance; and pointing to an avenue at
‘the further end, ‘pmceeded. towards it, -

& ; while
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“ The image of the unhappy Louisa!
this cherub I once saw, doctor, nigh
your abode; and Oh! some strange in-
stinct seized me, I knew not how to ac-
count for—it momentarily disarmed me
of my rage, yet I knew not why—Oh!
had a benign curiosity but led me to
inquire his origin, perhaps Ishould not
now hear the reproaches of my murdered
wife.” g :

Osmond now began to rave in the
wildest manner, and the party present
retired, overwhelmed with grief and
horror at the tale—some little time after,
intelligence was brought them that he
was in the article of death.

With heavy hearts did the baron, his
friend, and the two youths repair again
to his chamber, just time enough to
bear him, in exhausted tones, cry,
Oh! the field-—-the fatal spot!” Here he
paused, and the doctor waited for fur-

ther






they
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his designs levelled at two such divinely
formed figures. He therefore resolved,
at first, to be their friend, and studied
all that lay in his power to frustrate
every evil intended them.

It was highly satisfactory to him that
in many instances he was able to accom-
_ plish so benevolent a wish, being com-
missioned by his master to have the
chief management of his affairs. :

He often equivocated and tempo-
rized, and by so doing, kept his master’s
purpose in delay. :

As this worthy character, whose name
was Badinaldo, was looking out of one
of the abbey windows, he saw two gen-
tlemen surveying the building in the
most attentive manner; instantly he
descended, and stealing to the stran-
gers, repfésented how matters were,
and requested their assistance; a con-
tract

o0
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tract was instantaneously entered upon,
and it was agreed that this man should
procure them admission into the ab-
bey. The event has been described,
and Badinaldo, for his attachment and
integrity, was chosen a confidential ser-
vant.

Badinaldo then, at this moment of
difficulty, was applied to by the com-
pany, and questioned as to. his know-
ledge of the interior part of the build-
ing; who replied, that he knew many of
the reclusest parts of it, confessing to
his shame, that he had in various instan-
ces contributed to the caprice and inhu-
manity of his master, but had always
studied the accommodation of the suf-
ferer as far as he could, consistent with
his own safety. :

The doctor then inquired how long
he had been in Osmond’s service-—-Badi-
naldo replied, a little before he was
' : G 5" employed
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employed in assisting the carrying off
Louisa.

The company now felt a mournful
curiosity to know the particulars of the
assault on that unhappy female, and
Badinaldo proceeded:

< After we had made a prisoner of the
Iady, we travelled many circuitous roads
to evade a pursuif, and she screaming
yiolenily for some time, my master or-
dered me into the carriage to awe her
into silence; I, however, effected the
purpose, without violence, and tried
every meansto scoth her, by assurances
that I would assist her to the utmost of .
- Ty power.

¢ After severe travelling we arrived at
Horrordale Castle, and I was appointed .
to continue my attendance on the lady,
and must confess, was frequently a re-
luctant spectator of her sufferings, but
Ly could

o
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¢ Though I well understood the hint,
1 appeared not to comprehend him;
upon which, with a careless air he in-
formed he, that he had provided a place
for madam Louisa about a hundred miles
off, and gave orders, at the same time,
that she should set out for that place the
next day.

¢ After two days travelling, we came
to this spot, and ever since such caution
and privacy has been preserved, that to
this hour no one, except those who have
made the discovery, has had any idea
that the building was inhabited. We
have, hitherto, occupied but few of the
rooms, and those in the interior part of
the abbey ; and by so doing, have kept

ourselves from public notice.

< My master and the unfortunate lady
used to have daily conferences, in which
I could always hear him talk in a loud
and imperious tone. On a sudden, how-

5 ever,
@
v ? %
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i

ever, he permitted her several indul-
gencies, but those lasted but a little
while ; she was shortly after sentenced
to the same dungeon in which the two
ladies were confined.

¢ One day, by some unaccountable
means, my lady escaped from her prison,
and my master soon got knowledge of
the circumstance. He burst into the
most bitter iinpreéations, and swore if
he caught her, the confinement should
be ten times moxve 1i0010us' o) saymg,
& “he flew from his apaltment in pursuit

~of her.

%1 cannot tell whit conversation ehs
sued on his finding her, as no one dare
apprdach him in these furious moments:

: but, about half an hour after he came
with haste, and apparent disorder in his
countenance, demandmg the assistance
of the servants in behalf of their mis-
ﬁ,ress, who, he said, had laid violent

' hands
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hands on herself. We immediately re-

paired to the spot, and found this
amiable lady struggling on her floor,
with a dagger in her hand, and the blood
streaming in torrents from the breast.
She was not quite dead, but looking
wistfully at my master, she uttered a
groan, and then expired.

¢ He now affected a temporary effir-
sion of sorrow on the occasion, but the
next day ordered her corpse to be put -
in a chest, that stood in the apartment,
and lowered into a deep vault that lay
contiguous to the spot. :

< After this was accomplished, he
enjoined us all to pex:petuzil secrecy, and
gaveb orders that we should quit the
place in the dead of night, after securing
well the rocoms that were habitable, and
pljocéed for Horrordale Castle.

¢ Since that time, no mention was
5 made |

=~
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made of the Abbey, till some days back,
when he ordered the same apartments
to be got ready, without assigning any
'reason, till the affair of the two ladies
was on the point of being put into exe-
cution. And knowing my master would
put in practice any thing, however dia-
bolical, T thought, by pretending to a
desire to be employed as agent in the
business, I should have an opportunity
to render them some service, which I
‘am happy to say 1did, by changing the
glasses in which the stupifying liquor
was put, which was intended for them ;
likewise, by my offer to become the
executioner of the child, would enable
me to suspénd the blow, until the gen-
tlemen, whom I had admitted into the
abbey, could come to their relief; at
the same time, the a*{e would furnish
_me with means &f defence in case of a
detection. Thus far, continued Badi-
naldo, I have, in some degree, atoned
~for the crimes my situation made me
i accessary
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accessary to:'—Here he ceased. The
company commended his humanity, ‘and
‘promised that he should lose nothing
for his good services.

The baron and his party now adjourn-
ed into another apartment, where they
conversed, in melancholy accents, on
the fate of Julia’s sister ; and there was
not a breast but heaved a sigh for the
sufferings of the unhappy Louisa: as to
J uHa, she was so overcome, that it was
with difficulty she could retain the least
particle of life—with the assistance of
her kind {riends, however, she revived;
and aided by the consolation which they
administered, at length experienced a
tolerable demee of composure.

Just at this juncture the arrival of Dr. -
Howard was announced, who was re-
ceived with great courtesy and respect
by the whole company.

: The
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The day following the remains of the
unfortunate Louisa were committed to
the grave. The interment of Osmond
likewise took place at the same time.™

The ceremony was, of course, awful ;
a secret dread hung about the whole
party, on the remembrance of the
crimes of Osmond, while tears and
heart-breaking sighs ensued, on the re-
collection of the misfortunes and fate
- of the good and virtuous Louisa.

Julia was, for some days, much indis-
posed after this affair; but poséessing
naturally a good constitution, and sur-
rounded by the best of friends, who ex-
erted every means to divert her sorrow,
was soon restored to something like her
- accustomed spirits and cheerfulness.

Dr. Howard, in his next visit to the
abbey, after reciting the story of the
philosopher, was rather surprised in not

beholding
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- Orlando desired the man to shew him
into a decent apartment, at the same
time ordered Jerry to ride to the next
town, and procure every necessary pro-
vision.

The baron and his son now entered
into conversation about the situation of
the castle, and the whole ‘party confes-
sed that it was an abode calculated to
inspire the mind with continual horror.

So disgusted were they with the
gloominess of the place, that they de-
termined to take their dinner at the
nearest neighbouring town.

At the moment of their departing for
this purpose, Jerry came running into
the room, and in a state of agitation
e\clalmed “ O, the L.dy' the lady Mo-
nimia !

“ Say, what ! What is the intelligence

VOL, LV L © you
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Just at this moment a knocking was
_heard at the gate, and Jerry ran to see
‘who was the visitor, and almost instan-
tancously returned with the identical
young man from whom he heard the
Story. s

Orlando thought he recognised some-
thing of the stranger, and an explanation
soon took place, by which he under-
stood that he was talking to a son of his
old friend, farmyer Myrtle.

To the joy of the whole party also,
young Myrtle explained the whole par-
ticulars of Monimia’s accident, and by
so doing, as it 'inay well be supposed,
relieved the doctor and Orlando from
the most awful suspense and uneasiness,
while the intelligence at the same time
gave inexpressible pleasure and satis-
faction to all present.

The b'non and hlS par ty now sat off,
TR : agree-

9
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agreeably to their proposal, and insisted
upon the company of the young farmer,
promising at the same time to pay a
visit to his father, in the course of the
day.

They found every conveniency at the
place tﬁ‘ey resorted to, and conflerred a
great deal about the affairs of Horvordale
Castle. it

Orla‘nd]o‘;_’since his arrival, had ordered
the most strict investigation to be made
throughout the 'bbuilding,— and directed
Badinaldo to continue the seérch, with
the view. of discovering any papers of
importance that might relate to the
estate.

It however was the sentiment of the
whole parfy, that more was to be ob-
‘tained by examining the field; a spot
which had been mentioned in a very re-

- markable manner, not only by the man
T of
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of the hqylahck but also bv Osmond
_ himself. :

The next day was therefore appointed
to' inspect into the particulars of that
affair.

Orlando and the company found farmer
Myrtle busy in attendmo his domestic
concerns.

Soon as the ]artel beheld his wisitors,
he desisted from his employment and
with all the respect and hospitality so
peculiar to hlm, ushered them into his
aboede; while his invaluable spouse, with
an activity and cheerfulness, quite na-
tural to her, soon prepared a repast,
with which they 1mmed1ately regaled
themselves.

The baron contrived, while they were
.at the cottage to have a separate con-
L8 i fcrence

¥
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ference with Myrtle, for whom he had
formed the most friendly respect.

Finding him in the orchard alone,
after a little preliminary discourse, 1
have,” cries the former to the latter,
¢ observed ‘that your family is large ;
and, -though there is every appearance
~of your being able to ,suppbrt them with
the greatest credit and respectability,
yet it would no doubt be additional sa-
tisfaction to you to leave some provision

for them at your decease.”
b {

Myrtle replied, ¢ that though he was
‘as happy as any man could be, yet a
thought of that sort sometimes mixed a
little bitter in his cup of felicity; how-
ever, continued the farmer, I am con-
tented with what I have, and trust to
Prox_r’idence for the -res_t.”}' : :

< That’s noble, my honest friend,”
' cried
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cried the baron; ¢ It’s a sentiment that
warms my heart.

 However,” continued he, after a
pausess If sdméthing still more advan-
tageous, than what you at present pos-
sess, should present itself, you would
~ not, ‘Ldare say, refuse it.

“ I have upen one of my estates a
farm of folerable extent, possessing a
delightful situation’ and numerous ad-
vantages; and, from the respect I bear
your family, could wish you to become
the tenant of it.” -

The farmer blushed, and hesite{ted for
a reply. )

I understand ‘you,” }:;'ies the baron,
“ you are afraid of embarking in larger
concerns, lest you should involve your
family. I admire so generous a ve-
~ flexion ; but say at once you will take
L4 &~ PpOSSess
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possession of it, and leave the hazard on
my shoulders.” :

Myrtle was overcome with the gene-
rosity of the baron, which he repeatedly
endeavoured, in the most respectful
manner to decline, as having no pre-
tensions to exp’éct such bounty from
him : but the latter was determined in
his design, and the same day presented
him with authority to take possession of
the farm. s

While the baron and Myrtle were ab-
sent, Fitzherbert and Orlando amused
themselves with the children, and the
.doétor’ was engaged In a conversation
with Mrs. Myrtle.‘ L

I wish,” cries a little boy, who was
in discourse with Fitzherbert, « that T
had such a new rocking—horéé as\BiIIy'
Bramble has got, who lives down yonder
lane?” ’

: That
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That SLléh an article should be in the
possession of a miserable cottager, .ap-
peared somewhat surprising to the
gentleman whom he addressed, who
taking the child by the hand, desired
him to shew where this article of amuse-
ment was kept. e

Just as they came within a few paces
of the cottagé, Fitzherbert saw a man
enter, having something of a ‘genteel
appearance.

There was a hastiness in his walk, ana
the dress he wore appeared like a dis-
W= ”
guise. :

The singularity of his manner excited
Fitzherbert's curiosity, and he hoped on
entering the cottage to obtain some fur-
ther knowledge of him. :

Soon as they arrived, the stranger
seemed to be engaged in a whispering
L6 i e rdilenne
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dialogue, with the man of the house ;
but no sooner observed fresh visitants,
than starting, and muffling himself up

in his long cloak, rushed by, and in a

precipitate manner quitted the place.

Fltzherbelt thought such conduct not

" a llttle mysterious, but supposed he

shgu]tf learn more of the affair by a con-
versation with the cottager, without in-
quiring  into the business in direct

- terms,

¢ This little man,” cries he, ¢ has

" been talking wonderfully of the rockin g-

a2

horse you have here; it is, no doubt, an-
excellent play-thing for children.”

“ Very much indeed so,” replies the
man, and I am sure the gentleman that
was here just now, was very good to

‘think so kindly of my children.”

“<.Oh! it-was a present from that gen-

tleman, was it ?”’ “Yes,

o
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 Yesy your honour; he is rather
odd in his way, but has at times been

very kind to me.

“ Poor man,” continued the cottager,
“ he must take after something, I am
‘very sure, for he always appears dull,
and very frequently talks to himself.”

Fitzherbert did not choose to appear
curious, and distributing something
among the children, -tcok hi's'depa;j

ture.

On his return he communicated the
circumstance to Orlando, who appéared
to think it-a mystery worth looking into,
and the two friends watched an oppor-
tunity to pay a visit to the cottage by
themselves, where they had been but 2

little while, when a man, in a singular =

dress approached, as 1f 1ntendmg~ to
. enter, but seeing strange company,
tumed hastily aside andﬂed e
L 6
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Orlando caught a slight glimpse of
him, and beheld a face which he was
conscious he had seen before; and to
satisfy himself on that point, made many
inquiries of the cottager, but the latter
was become quite reserved, nor could
they learn any thing more, than that the
gentleman had been a great benefactor
to him.

The party stald at M)ltle s till dusk,
and not hkmor the 'ICCOIYllllOdatIOHS of
the castle, returned for the night to the
inn.

~ The next day they repaired to the
_ field, having provided proper imple-
_ ments; and it was with no small diffi-
-culty they identified the spot, which
they had been directed to. :

.adinaldo and Jerry began the oper-
.ation. They kept digging for some time,
3 and at length espied a coffin, on which
' A was
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was placed a small iron box ; on open-
ing the coffin, there appeared a human
skeleton, almost mouldered into dust.

Orlando ordered the whole to be con-
veyed to the castle, and the grave being
filled up, they returned thither to-inspect
the contents of the box.

On opening this instrument, he found
a will, signed by Lord Horrordale, by
which he bequeathed the whole of his
property to Orlando Bellgrove, son of
Baron Bellgrove.

The baron turned pale as he read this
paper, suggesting an ideé, that the re-
lics in the coffin were the bones of his
relation, and that he had been mur-
de&*ed. i

The rest of the company, though they
did not entertain a doubt of that circum-
siaﬁ*ce, would not countenance him in

an
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an opinion, that must render hima long
time wietched.

It was agreed upon, that every inquiry
should be made concerning Lord Hor-
rordale, but there was no one to examine
but the old man, who could give no
kind of intelligence to the purpose, and
Badinaldo, _who was never at all in his
lordship’s service.

Badmaldo however, represented that
he had heard something that related to
the original proprietor of the castle.

¢ When first I came into Osmond’s
service, he had two companions, which
were scarce ever absent from him ; and
S0 great was his attachment to them, that
he scarcely ever went out, but in their
company.

¢ One day I was mdered to attend
them and after we had rode to a cer-
tain



-
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tain distance, was desired to take care
of their horses, as they intended to
walk across a few fields, and then re-
turn.

< Impelled with an unaccountable cu-
riosity, and dangerous as I knew the ex-
periment to be, T dismounted, and fast-
ening the bridle to an arm of a tree,
crept along till T came nearly even to
where they stood.

¢ Osmond and his companions seemed
to be in a very serious debate.’

« T tell you, sir,” cried one of them
to him, < there is not the least dan-
ger of a discovery ; Lord Horrordale
was too litte cared for to rouse any in-
quiry, and his bones may lay “here till
doomsday, before the manner of his
death is discavered. Now we have done
the deed, of what service is fear 2

: «<But
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 But the will! the right will!” ex-
claimed Osmond.

 Let it remain where it 1s—it will be
equally as secure as the other,” was the
reply.

< Well, then,” observes he, “if that
be your opinion, so be it.”

< I thought this a finishing sentence,

and flew to my horse; and, by good

luck, mounted him by the time they re-
- turned.’ ‘

The baron grew sick‘at the recital,
‘which seemed a full confirmation of his
fears, and became so indisposed, as to.
be under the necessity of going to bed;
but th‘e followmg day, was so far reco-
vered, as to be able to hold a consul-
tation about his relation’s interment,
which took place the same afternoon, in

one
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one of the chapel vaults, Dr. Pritchards
conducting the service with great so-
lemnity.

After the doctor had concluded the
ceremony, he retived with the baron,
to whom he imparted every consolation
he could suggest; while Orlando and
Fitzherbert staid to surv'ey some of the
antiquities of the chapel.

As they were noticing a certain tab-
“let, with very earnest attention, they
heard a deep groan, which seemed to
proceed from somewhere near them.
The two friends cast their eyes around,
but could observe no. adjoining apart-
ment, nor any recess.

.

A heavy sigh now arrested their at-
tention, which convinced them some
dying person was concealed, at no great
distance. : ' ;

They
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They therefore used all diligence in
exploring the minutest parts of the cha-
pel; at length, Fitzherbert discovered a
Square stone, which seemed to lay
rather looser than the rest, it had, also,
a small ring at one end, the meaning of
which, neither of them could suggest
for some time; at length, Orlando tak-
ing his handkerchief from his pocket,
passed it through the space of the ring
and attempted, by pulling with all Ins
force, to raise the tablet, but it was of
such weight, that he could only lift it
a little way; Fitzherbert observing this,
immediately assisted him, and by ex-
treme force and exertion, at length,
they drew up this ponderous security.

A dark cavern immediately appeared
~. before them—F1tzhe1be1t ran for lights,
and on his return, Orlando observing a
ladde1 i a corner. of the. chapel, low-
ered it into the vault, and descended
with his friend.

When.,
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When they arrived in the cell, they
found an unfortunate wretch, extended
on a bed of straw, apparently famished,
dying, and chained to the wall.

Such a spectacle almost made them
recoil at the first—his cheeks were sunk
to the bone; his eyes hollow and wist-
ful ; and his whole countenance, sallow
and ghastly ; while his body was wasted

to anatomy.

The two friends left him for a mo-
ment, to collect every proper assistance;

“ some wine and cordials were admi-
nistered, and when itwas supposed such
an experiment would not endanger him,
_he was released of the chain that held

him.

Oxlando at the same tlme, dxrected
that a bed should be blouaht into the
vault, as it was deemed hazardous, to

remove the unhappy suﬁ'erer' Badmaldo
alsa
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also had instructions to attend him, and
render him every succour required—for
all which, the unfortunate prisoner
seemed to be affected with the strongest
sense of gratitude.

Though our hero was encompassed
with a multiplicity of concerns at this
juncture, he could not check his curi-
osity to know more of the miysterious

-

man of the cottage.

He therefore invited Fitzherbert to
accompany him there, and on entering
-into conversation with the owner of the
habitation, they found him a a great deal
more commumcatlve

The cottager informed our visitants
that it was his opinioxf the stranger had
quitted the neighbourhood for ever, as
_he came, in a great hurry and - agitation,
to be informed where he could hire a
horse, as he wanted to visit a-distant
part of the country, without delay.
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“ Upon my appearing ‘incapable of
informing him,” continued the man,
““ he walked off, exhibiting strange ges-
tures, and muttering oaths and curses.”

 What was his name?” cried Or-
lando.

I cannot say, positively,” answer-
ed the cottager; “but I think I have
heard him called Flint.”

A moment’s reflexion now convinced
our hero that the person he had so con-
cerned himself about, was no other
than his old tutor, the reverend Mr.
Flint; and by his hovering about the
spot, was moreover persuaded that he
had been engaged in several of the
atrocities perpetrated at Horrordale Cas-
tle. 4

Under the influence of this opinion
he was determined to spare no pains to
have
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_have the miscreant brought to condign
punishment.

In the mean time the sick man reco-
vered fast, and the company were very
desirous to know the history of his mis-
fortunes, but appearing reluctant, the
baron intimated that an ample confes-
sion would be treated in the most -can-
did and favourable manner, upon which,
the unfortunate wretch proceeded, as
follows :

¢ It iswith the greatest remorse, SiTs,
that I reflect at having been privy, if
not accessa1;y, to more than ene horrid
outrage; committed in this place,

¢ During my confinement I have been
convinced, in the most woful manner,
that no faith is to be :pllt in wicked con-
nexions, and that sooner or later vice
will meet with its reward.
: : cHad
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¢ Had I pursued the honest occupa-
tion I had been accustomed to, I should
have escaped the tortures of body which
befel me, as well as' the agonies of
mind I now endure. -

¢ A bribe made me forget the tender
feelinrgs of a father, and I winked at the
murder of my child, in hopes of a re-
ward.

¢ The lord of this domain inhumanly
scourged him, for avery ‘triﬂing offence,
to such a degree, that in two days he
died; and to escape.inquiry about the
affair, invited me into his service, with
the promise of a large reward—I con-
sented, but from that day to this, have
never received any compensation.

From the mildness he at first shewed,
he became, at length, a complete ty-:
vant; and when 1 hinted to him the
calamity he had brought upon me, my

remon-
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remonstrance was treated with con-
tempt.

< I now began to live in fear of such
a master; and the cruelty he practised
at times, made me shudder. 5

< After I had been some time in the
service of the first lord, he died sud-
denly, and most of the servants being
discharged immediately, and what were
left, sent out of the way for a while,
we none of us knew when or where
Lord Horrordale was buried.

 Soon after this there came a young
lord, who took possession of the castle,
and I was instructed by him, should any
person arrive, laying claims to the
place, to entrap him into some of the
subterraneous abodes. T contrived the
machinery, and was directed, the next
day, to sunprise and murder the priso-
ner; and upon hesitating, and making

s0MmMe
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some remonstrance, the cruel valet,
who superintended matters, seized
dagger, and aimed it at my heart---it
took a slapting direction, and went
through part of my side.’ :

¢« Good Heavens!” cries Orlando,
« are you the unhappy man I saw bleed-
ing on one of the landing-places of the
castle?”

¢ Gracious Providence!” exclaimed
the man, recognizing the features of
Orlando, ¢ how kind are thy decrees:
a small effort of humanity has not, I
see, been despised; but rewarded with
a delivery from the worst of tortures.

¢ I lay bleeding for some time after
you left me; when one of my comrades
took compassion on me, and removed
ne carefully into a little closet where
was a bed, and soon after, brought me
some applications, which had an asto-

YOIV M I'llSul"Z"'
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nishing effect in healing the wound, and
affording me ease.

¢ As I lay meditating on the misfor-
tunes my unnatural behaviour had
brought upon me, on a sudden, a loud
voice exclaimed, ¢ Where is the trea-
cherous villain?” and in a moment I
saw Osmond at my bed-side.

* In his hand glittered a naked dag-
~ger— What!” cried he, as he took a
survey of me, “Is not one attempt suf-
ficient?> Then, by Heavens'---here he
was on the point of directing the fatal
instrument, when suddenly recollecting
himself, with a malicious sneer ex-
claimed, “No, I will not release you so
easily :---here, Rufo,” continued he,
«attend the wretch with all possible
care, see that he is cured, and then he
. shall know the effects of my revenge;”
so saying, he turned upon his heel, and

departed.

¢ In e
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¢ In the course of a month I was
quite recovered, when I received a
second visit.

“ I find,” said Osmond, ¢ that you
are quite ripe for my purpose.

¢ Here!” exclaimed he, to one of the
attendants, “convey this malefactor to
his abode;” upon which, I was instantly
forced into the dungeon in which you
discovered me.

¢ For nearly three yeafs, as far as T
can guess, have I'been immured in that
horrid place, endunno unheard-of cru-
elties; when, lately, I missed my accus-
tomed fare, and must have inevitably
perished, but for a kind Providence,
which celtamly sent you to my 1ehef ’

After a pause of some time, till the
unfmtunate man recovered himself,

Orlando questioned him a little, conr
M 2 cerning
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cerning the bones that lay scattered
about in the various subterraneous ca-
Verns. 5

< I do not recollect,” cries the for-
mer, °the transactions which produced
the awful relics you speak of.’

“ But you can tell us something of
the skeleton which I saw suspended
‘against the wall.”

' The sick man, with a groan, ex-
claimed; © perhaps there never was an
instance of cruelty surpassing that.

¢ Lord Horrordale, in one of his ex-
cursions about the wilds and desarts
of this place, met with an accident
that obliged him to dismount and solicit

assistance at a cottage a short distance
off. :

¢ The peasant received his guest with
"« the
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the greatest civility, and was very assi-
duous to render him all the assistance in
his power.

/

“In a little time his lordship was
able to proceed, when just as he was
departing, a beautiful young damsel
entered the cottage, who, it seems, was
the cottager’s daughter. TLord Horror-
dale was smitten with her charms, and

- making some pretence, contrived to
stay till such time as he could enter into
conversation with her, and gaze upon

/

her beauty.:

& When he had satisfied himself thus
far, hearose to depart, and carried away
“ sentiments, highly destructive to the
peace of his benevolent host. -
¢ Some days after, by watching and
perseverance, he contrived fg have an
interview with Fanny apart from the *

cottage, and began to talk in a strain
M 3 which,

5
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which, unaccustomed as she was to ex-
pressions of love, covered her with
blushes, and threw her into a confusion,
which, far from disgusting her admirer,
irritated his passion the more.

“ The innocent girl fled, upon his

lordship increasing his solicitations, and
just as she arrived at home, her father
met her, and surprised at her agitation,
inquired the cause, but she could make
no reply.” .
7 ;,“I’]l inform you,” answered her perse-
cutor ; ““Ihave been saying some trifling
things to her, and the girl is foolish
enough to be alarmed.”

¢ The cottager was not at all pleased
with his lordship’s behaviour, and wav-
ing all ceremony, shut the door in his
face.

: & ;
¢ Lord Horrordale could at no time

bear
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bear the smallest contradiction, much
less, downright contempt.

< His malicious soul took fire at a cii-
Tcumstance so mortifying to his pride,
and he quitted the spot, muttering
curses and revenge.

< When he got home, he set all his
engines to work, to punish the affront ;
and at length accomplished his purpose,
‘by carrying off’ the unhappy maidei.

< The old man was in a state, border-

ing on distraction, when he discovered

" his loss, as his daughter was his only
pride, his only care.

< It was not long before he was in-
formed who ‘was the disturber of his
peace, and having made his way to the
castle, with tears and grozm§ intreated
his lordship to surrender up his daugh-

ter, but he was deaf to his intreaties,
M 4 ; and

5
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and even had the barbarity to invite him
to behold the ruined form of his darling

offspring.

¢ The interview was’such as would
render any one dumb with sorrow; at
length, the old man, driven to phrensy
at the sight, snatched up a dagger that
lay near, and aimed a blow at my lord,
but failed in his attempt.

¢ The latter instantly called his atten-
dants, and ordered him to a cell, -and to
be fastened with a chain to the wall.

¢ The unfortunate man lifted up his
eyes, and exclaimed, “Thank God, my
misery will soon be over; but know,
villain, yours will be eternal:” upon
_ which, Lord Horrordale ordered him
immediately out of his sight.

¢ At the moment the unhappy man
was forced away, his miserable daughter
; wauld
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would have followed him—with uplifted
hands. and streaming eyes, she implored
his lordship to spare her father, but he
was inexorable.

¢ In a little time the old man pined to
death, and the daughter was compelled
to be the mistress of his murderer;
but grief soon put a period to her
 woes.’

¢ Heaven defend us from such bar-
barity !” cried the company, and Or-
lando, from an impulse of indignation
at such monstrous atrocities, instantly
gave orders that the castle should be in-
vestigated, and every instance of morta-
lity decently consigned ¢o the grave.

" He particularly directed that the re-
mains of the unfortunate old man should
be released, and placed in.a coffin, for

interment.
M5 The
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The company now had heard suffi-
cient, to be totally disgusted with their
situation; and Orlando having witnessed
his commands very particularly attend-
ed to, shortly after disposed of the
whole building to an army agent, and
Horrordale Castle was soon converted
into barracks, being a very commodious
spot for looking after the smugglers,
who, in great bodies, had long infested
the circumjacent parts.

-

$ CHAP.
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CHAPTER VIIL

BELLGROV E Castle was all alive on

the arrival of the travellers.

The ladies had some intimation of
their being on the road, and came part
of the way to meet them. The highest
Joy and satisfaction took place at their

" meeting ; Orlando embraced his Moni-
mia, and Fitzherbert was not at all be-
hind hand in his overtures to Julia,whom
he accosted with a cheerfulness and un-
reserve, highly conducive to her hap-

piness.

Our hero, soon as leisure would

5
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admit, made several inquiries after Flint,
whom he was informed, had taken up his
abode at no great distance from the
cottage where he had discovered him,
to which place he sent emissaries to ap-
prehend him.

The applications, however, which
were made, served enly to convince
_ him of the certain effects of wickedness
and inhumanity, the Rev. Mr. Flint hav-
ing put an end to his existence, Ieaving
a kind of penitential confession of his
crimes; ia which it appeared, that in
conjunction with his brother Judas, he
had prompted Osmond, first of all to the
murder of Lord Horrordale, and then to
a forgery of the will; and that they had
- pursued a course of the most arbitrary,
cruel, and tyrannical nature, ever since.

Flint appeared to have perpetrated his
own death in so deliberate a manner,
that he was buried in a cross-road, ac-
companied
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companied with the detestation and in-
vectives of all the surrounding spec-
tators.

The baron and baroness now began to
survey their family with their former
delight.

The increasing attachment between
the young folks, their congeniality of
sentiment and soul, and the prospect
of their future bliss, conspired to make
this the happiest period of their lives.

There was nothing now stood in the
way of an union between the lovers, and
after a serious discourse, in which the
ladies appeared unusually shy, a day
was appointed for the nuptials of the
young folks.

It was thought expedient, however,
previous to this affair, that Fitzherbert
should pay a general visit to his tenants,

3 ' : for

2
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for the purpose of thoroughly establish-
ing himself in his estates.

Orlando insisted upon accompanying
him, and the two friends, after bidding
the most tender adieu to the objects of
their affection, took their departure for
Hertfordshire.

Fitzherbert, on application to his
tenants, became informed of the resi-
dence of the person who had a long
time the management of them.

My. Sterling at first paid but little at-
tention to his discourse, having some
doubts of the justness of his preten-
sions ; but the former producing un-
questionable authority, the latter inti-
mated to him, that at the demise of the
old gentleman, no will being found, he
had taken the whole property in charge
for the heir at law, whom upon inquiry
he found was gone abroad, and having

learned
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learned the place of his residence, sent
to apprise him of the event, but re-
ceived for answer, that the person he
had directed the intelligence to was
dead. The steward then further re-
marked, that he had used every means
to come at the knowledgeof the grand-
son, but without effect; it was con-
jectured his father had taken® him
abroad, but that did not appear to be
the case, as they had never seen him.
He had, however, resolved to manage
the estates with as much prudence as
possible, till time should bring him for-
ward with his claim.

“ During the life of your grand-
father,” continued the steward,  the
estates were suffered to run entirely to
decay ; so that, after giving them a
thorough repair, I have not been able
to save more than 3,000l : but when
it is considered all fresh expences are

removed for many years to come, you
will
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will not, I trust, be displeased with
my conduct.”

Fitzherbert expressed himself highly
satisfied with such excellent manage-
ment, and presented him with the
whole of that sum.

He then took Mr. Sterling with
‘them in their journey to his other
estates, and was highly delighted to
observe the excellent condition in
‘which the whole appeared ; and at the
same time commended the steward for
his excellent economy and manage-
henEe , '

All the tenants seemed greatly de-
lighted with the good-nature and affa-
bility of their new landlord, and not
few were the conquests which the fine
persons of our heros made on- the
hearts of the rural damsels.

' Fitz-
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Fitzherbert strove to mollify the
condition of  all those he found in
distress, and displayed so many acts
of beneficence, that he was adored
where ever he came.

So charmed was he with the unaf-
fected felicity of all around, that he
could have spent whole years in such
‘a happy circle ; but, during the height
of these blissful scenes, his heart was
at Bellgrove Castle, where he longed
to return, and, for this'purpose, staid
not a moment longer at any of the
places than business necessarily re-
Guired.,

"Our travellers were now on their
way home, forming the most raptur-
ous ideas of their approaching happi-

1ess.

They had proceeded about nearly
: half
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half the way when their attention was
taken up with something of an extra-
ordinary occurrence.

This was the appearance of a man
laying by the side of the road, ‘appa-
rently in great agonies.

The gentlemen immediately  dis-
mounted to render him all the assist-
ance in their power, and conveyed him
speechless to the nearest inn. ;

Soon as the surgeon attended, he
pronounced the wounded man to have
been shot, and that it was impossible
to extract the ball, as it had penetrated
nearly to the heart. :

_In the space of a little time the suf-
ferer recovered so far as to become
sensible, but at the same time exhi-
‘bited inexpressible tortures both of
body and mind.

A Orlande -
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Orlando and Fitzherbert had stole
gently into the room, when they soon
heard the wretch exclaim—< O,
conscience ! comnscience !—Now I feel
the intolerable anguish of thy re-
proaches !”

This ‘was a kind of language that
surprised them, and, from motives of
humanity, they approached the bed,
thinking to bestow some consolation
on the unhappy man. - :

After a few minutes conversation,
he exclaimed---“ I was, sir, the agent
of a certain nobleman, of a cruel and
vindictive disposition, and assisted
him in his murderous purposes, and at
length deprived him of" life by admi-

nistering poison.

¢ 1 have also spent the whole of
my life in fraud, injustice, and the

most cruel outrages ; but dire retri-
bution
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bution has fastened on me, and I am
now reserved for’ unheard-of tor-
ments !”

The two friends stood aghast at
such a narrative, and knew not what
counsel to give on such an occasion.
To their surprise, on attending further
to. his discourse, they discovered that
“the wounded man was no other than
Judas Flint, the brother of Orlando’s
tutor, and who had been a principal
confederate in the crimes of Lord
Horrordale and his successor, Os-
mond.

Struck with horror, they quitted
the room and took their departure,
not without, however, giving orders,
that the unhappy wretch should be at
tended with spiritual advice as well as
medical assistance. :

Upon inquiry some time after,
; 7 they
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they were informed that Judas Flint
lay ten days in the most extreme tor-
ture, no efforts being sufficient to ex-
tract the ball, which had been given
him in an attempt to rob a stage
coach. 3

The miserable wretch was said also -

to have died in the strongest agonies
of despair.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IX.

- SWIFT on the wings of love did
Orlando and his friend speed their
- way to Bellgrove Castle.

On their arrival they found Doctor
Pritchards in a conference with a
stranger, who had just arrived to ap-
prise him of the death of his sister, the
maiden lady with whom Monimia had
occasionally resided.

The doctor, by this event, found
himself in the possession of 18,0001
in
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in the funds, together with an annu-
ity of 400l a year—an acquisition
which he immediately presented, as a
bridal portion to Monimia.

Great preparations were now mak -
ing at the castle to celebrate the nup-
tials of the two friends, and the day
was close at hand which was to wit-
ness so happy an event.

The baron racked his invention to
the utmost to make every thing appear
splendid and joyous.

The great hall was fitted up to re-
ceive a numerous company of visitors.

The tenants and neighbourhood for
miles around had notice of the affair,
and were invited to partake of the
festivity.

Th e
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The concern of arranging this hos-
pitable intention was committed to
Jerry, who, overjoyed at the pros-
pect of his master’s happiness, went a
littie beyond the bounds of his com-
mission.

He even trayersed a circuit of nearly
twenty miles, extending his benevo-
lence, without regard to the state or
condition of the persons he applied to;
so that, when the day arrived, the
baron‘ was amused with a motley
group of figures that he little ex-
pected to see—the lame, the halt, the
blind, the deaf, and the dumb; all
contubuted their share towards the
hilari 1ty of the day

This :humouxous fellow, for * his
good-nature and readiness to please,
was become a great favourite in the
family ; and the venerable Peter,.
who was now too infirm to exercise

himself
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himselt as formerly, was glad of such
an assistant.

The faithful Peter was at times
rather peevish, on account of not be-
ing able to execute the commands
given with his wonted alacrity; but
he need not have given himself a me-
ment’s uneasiness on that head, as his
master knew how to appreciate the
worth of so worthy a domestic.

The baron, on noticing his infir-
mities, offered to settle a pension om
him, with leave to retire, or to re-
side unemployed in some part of the
castle; but business had taken too
strong a hold on Peter for him to wish
to retire entirely from his old track.
He, therefore, humbly entreated the
baron to permit him to stay and per-
form any little services that were yet
in his power. ;

The

O IV N
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*«The'baron, as may easily be sup-
posed, readily complied, and the faith-
ful old man was delighted with the
ﬂlOL10ht5 of dying in the service of so
good a master,

The auspicious morn at length ar-
rived that was to unite the fondest
and most faithful hearts.

Monimia and Julia, with palpitat-
ing bosoms, took the hands of the
respective objects of ‘their affection
and advanced towards the chapel,
where they were to be mnited in indis-
soluble bands.

Thenr dresses exhibited the most
exquisite taste. There was a richness
61‘"{’2111(:}7 m the fpwt ensemble that de-
noted the happiest and most excellent
choice, splendid, but not gaudy ; ele-
gant, but with no plofusmn of' stu-
died ornaments. ~ :
ey
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The brides conducted themselves
with becoming dignity, evincing a
firmness of mind, accompanied with
the most winning modesty.

The deportment, indeed, of the
happy pairs was such as struck all
‘present with admiration, ‘

Every heart was interested in the
futurc happiness of so much worth’
and merit.

"The names of Orlando and TFitzher-
bert, with their happy brides, resound-
ed with enthusiastic joy throughout
the whole fabric, and, after a day
devoted to pleasure and the utmost
satisfaction, they retired amidst the
blessings “and congratulations of all
present. ;
* Not a little conspicuous was the
joy of Titzherbert's foster parents,

Ne who
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who were iavited in terms ofthe
strongest affection, and, at his earnest
lntreaty, were now to become near as-
sociates with the happy folks at the
castle.

The following day the baron and
baroness, with the doctor and the-
wedded pairs, resorted ito the vicar-
age, agreeably to a contract between
them a few days before, and nothing
‘could surpass the harmony and cor-
dial affection - of the. lovers, while
those around them felt inexﬁrcssible
happmess in  participating of their
felicity.”

In the course of the week the whole
party paid a visit to the merchant,
and, to the infinite satisfaction  of
Orlando ~ and+ Monimia, no sullea
stouns appeared now to separate them
from their fllends

. j 3 Both
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Both, hoewever, cast a glance at
the barn to which they had fled for
shelter; and a sigh escaped on mecol-
lection of the unfortunate Louisa.

In a little time Fitzherbert inti-
mated his intention of residing at a
mansion on onesof his estates, which,
by his order, had been put in com-
plete repaik, -and was. now ready for
his reception.

This was intelligence that cast a
damp upon the spirits of their friends ;
at length it was agreed, that the rest
of the company should utten? them
and make a residence, at lcast of two
months, at his abode.

On-a certain  day the whole retinue
sot off from the castle for Hertford-
shire, and the uninterrupted happi—‘
ness. which reigned there made the

time fly quick. - -
N 3 A sepa-
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A separation too soon drew nigh ;
the parting of  Monimia. and Julia

was affecting ; however, they con-
" soled themselves with the promise of
alternate visits to each other.

Some weeks after the baron and his
party had arrived at the castle, he
gave a hint to the doctor,  that he
thought  Monimia's . roses began to
decline.

The lady seemed disconcerted; but
Orlando laughed heartily at the con-

cett. o
» :

It was determined now, that Or-
lando and his lady should havea suit
of apartments in the castle. The ba-
ron and baroness, becoming infirm,
were very desirous to have their be-

_loved  children under the same roof
- with them.

A pro-
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A proposal was made-at the same
,’cinﬁe to Doctor Pritchards to become
one at the castle, which, from the
love he bore his daughter; and his
csteem and affection for his friends,
he at length consented to.

In about two months a letter was
received from Hertfordshire, where-
in Fitzherbert informed his friends,
that they had arrived in a very chairm-
ing air, and that his wife improved so
much « by it that she grew lusticr
every day in comsequence.

Orlando insisted upon reading the
letter aloud; and, upon leoking at the
shape of Monimia, exclaimed—¢Two
of my worthy fricnds are resolved to
countenance each other, I perceive.”

Monimia had much ador to with-
stand the raillery that took pia';c on
this intelligence, when seme person
coming

-
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coming in afforded her a seasonable
relief.

Ten months had now elapsed in the
most perfeet tranquillity and bliss,
when Monimia and Julia presented
their doating husbands with an in-
crease of family.

The former brought her fond hus-
band an heir to the estate, and the
latter increased the felicity of Fitzher-
bert by producing a lovely and beau-
tiful girl.

The baron and his lady doated on
the young stran ger, and were never so
happy as when in the act of ‘caressing
‘the little Orlando. ‘

"The happiness of Bellerove and
his Jady was most assuredly now at the
summit; yet, atintervals, it met with
an alloy, *in the visible décay of the

° health
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health of the baron, which; in a few
vears, brought him to the'last ebb of
nature.

He was, however, tranquil and se-
rene e his last moments; saying—
“eGod's Willl e ‘done, miydear ‘chil-
dren. I have hada greater share of
happiness, in this life, than falls to the
general lot of mortals, and resign
myself in perfect confidence of seeing
you, and all present, in a state of ne-
ver-ending bliss.”

The baroness survived him just a
twelvemonth ; when she, with calm-
ness, departed, and took the same ce-

lestial course.

Orlando, on the demise of his father,
became baron Bellgrove, giving a title
to his beloved and amiable lady ; but
neither a title, nor fortune, nor any
mundane attraction, could equal the

consi-
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consideration of her husband’s affec-
tion, which could not know an in-
crease, at the same time that it never
knew an abatement.

The doctor lived many yecars after
this period; and at length quitted this
terrestrial paradise, fm tlmt endless
one above. :

In the midst-of the regret which

- this event occasioned the amiable pair

i

at Bellgrove, Fitzherbert and his lady,
to their ~ unspeakable © consolation,
came and resided at a short distance
from them, \\'bzclx afforded them in-
expressible satisfaction, after the loss
each party had sustained..

Little Henry was now become a very
promising youth, and his many rising
virtues bade fair to render him an orna-
ment to his country ; and, appearing
to possess an heroic biass, at his own

% carnest









