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¢ Somcthing 1’d unfold—
¢ For fomething ftill there lies in Heaven's dark volume,
¢ Wl.ch I read thro® mifts. :
\ : DRYDEN’s (EDIPUS-

e

I‘HEmoming after Sigifmond had held
{o hafty a conference with the prifoner Ber-
toldo, he had determined to renew his ex-
amination of the turret ‘where the late un-
fortunate Marquis had been confined, though
he knew not to what purpofe but to footh
the melancholy of his foul. He was how-
ever interrupted in his purpofe by the arrival
of an avant courier, with mtelhgence that |
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« creafed, and the great portal horn announced
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the Prince was on his way home, and would
reach the caftle in a few hours.

ngxﬁmnd regretted this cucumf’cance, as

he felt more reftrained in his plans while the
Prince was. in_the way ; he refolved, how-

‘eyer, that nothmOr fhould long detain him

from finding a way *o the grating in the
court-yard, where Fathe: Bertoldo wifhed

- him to ‘come, under aridea that they thould
‘there converfe with more facility. His ha-

manity and his=uriofity were-almoft equally

- powerfulincentives to the renewal of this vifit ;

but the prefent was not & momeant favour- °
able to the:refeérch; as all the attendants re-
maining in the caftle were bufied in preparing
for their Lord’s return, and were frequently

- pafling toand fro in all directions.

Sigifmond then had noth ing to do but to

_{pend the in.erval quietly in his own apart-

ment ; and never did hours, feem longer than
thofe in wkich he was thus precluded fronr

CX€1 thll.

‘At length the buftle below feemed in-

the
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the arrival of the Prince and his party.—
Sigifn:ond now momentarily expecteda fum-
mons to attend the Prince ; but hour after
hour elapfed, and no {ummons arrived,
‘Thie thades of the evening began to gather
around, aad Sigiimond was yet a prifoner in
his own chamver. He began to fear that
the report of Signor Vitalba, relpeting the
intended conference with Ghiberti, which
had’ been fo cruelly interrupted the night
previous to the journey to Venice, had been
the occafion of this increafed rigour, and he
could not but apprehend that he fhould feel
-its ill effets in more refpects than this.
The evening paffed wholly away—the
night arrived, and Sigifmord had not yet
‘been fummoned. He felt his blood boil
indignantly within' him, and as e gazed at
the pOrtrait of Mirandola, he vowed to exert
himfelf to cbtain either better trea*ment or
an abfolute releafe. ~
“ To what purpofe,” exclaimed; he,
¢ have I vowed to make that maxim>the
rule of my life, if I fuffer day after day to |
B2 s pais
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pals on in a fhameful inadivity, detained
in captivity for no caufe but to gratify the
cawills of “a tyranty and maxing no effort to
furmount that will.
 He paced the gallery thh hurried -and -
uncqual fteps—he ftrove to liften to the
mingled hum of voiccs whick he guefled was
~ now murmuring in the great hall below ; but
no found met his car; he was too diftant
from the inhabited pwrts of the edifice to
catch even the roar of gme"), and he felt
his folitude moft abfolute.

At length he heard a footftep—his heart
palpitated. Wasit the Prince coming to fee
him ?—was it Vltalba. P—was it hxs friend
Ghiberti P—or, was it mefely a fummons to

the oak parlovr ? :
- He watched with impatience the unclofing
of the'door, and felt fevercly difappointed
when only Benedetto- appenred as ‘ulual with
lights, prov1ﬁons, and firing, The old man '
1epoﬁted his Joad, and was retn‘mo without
{peaking ; but olmf"nond faild—

¢ Nay’
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<¢ Nay, Benedetto, but tell me—the
~ Prince is arrived ?” '

< Yes, Signor."”

¢ And has not afked for me?”

¢« No, Signor, he only alked if you were
well.”?

¢ And has Le any one vuth him ?”?

¢ 'The'-{fame ‘party,” rephied” Benedetto,
¢ except the ‘Signor Pw]lanl, who is daily
expected.”’

¢ Shall I be fcnt for to-morrow, Bene-
detto ?” faid the youth. |

¢ P.eally, Signor, T cannot tell,” replied
- Benedetto; ¢ but a ﬁrange thing has hap-
pened.” ‘

¢ What’s that ?*’ afked Slglfmond

¢ Iknow not whethes I may tell; yet,”.
added Beneaetto, ¢ it .can be no fecret—
Ghiberti is not returned 2t

« No!” excla‘med the youth.

"¢ No, Signor; and Francifco fays be

never will ;=~but how fhould Francifco know
any thmfr of the matter 34 )

B 3 se ik,
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€€ True,’’ replied Sigi fmnnd “ but, Be-
nedetto, will, you tell thc Prince 1 wifh to
{ee him ?”
. My Lord the Prmce, > anf{wered Bcne-
detto, ¢ isretired to reft.”
“ Well, but to-morrow, Benedetto 2
< Pcrhaps I may, Slgnor I can’t tell.”
¢ And are all the fervants gone to bed ?”
¢ No, Signor, don’t you fee T am up ?”
. ¢ True. Benedetto ;—but the travel-
lers .
¢ No, no, they have enoUgh to‘talk over.
. —Farewel, Signor.” -
‘s Gocd night, Benedetto,”
- The old man departed.
Sigifmond could not now entertain a doubt
that it was owing to the reprefertation of
Signor Vitalba, that Ghiberti had been
difcharged, and that himfelf remained thus
" a prifoner ; nor did he fé,el convinced that
Ghiberti bad been only di=harged.—There
was a fort of expreflion in Benedetto’s coun-
tenance when he mentioned the circum-
ﬁance, whxch feemed to imply-more than the
difmiffal

e
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“difiniffal of a fervant. He had faid e was
not returned—perhaps he never would re-
turn.—What th>a, had his friend(hip “for
him coft him his liberty—perhaps his life ?-—
Was the mere withing to ferve him (o ob-
noxious to Rezzonico, that he would {iffer
no one to entertain fuch a with ? ‘

No new misfortunes had befallen him,
yet he felt unufually oppreffed this night,
aed a melar&choly he could not rzprefs, kept
him waking the greateft part of it, The
fucceedi}ig morning Benedetto came to {um-
mon him to the Prince, whom he found
alone in the oak parlour.  Flis counte-
nance was ftern, and he returned the com-
pliments of Sigifmond with an air of coldnefs
and _dl(p}eafure that awoke all the irritable
paflions in his 'young bofom ; yet, deter-

- mined as he was to make fome enquiries into
the caufe of hls detention, he felt for a while
awed by the Prince’s manner, un.il at length

turning to him, he faid— .

“ I underftand, young man, you w;(hed
to fee me—wnat have you to fay "

’ B L
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¢« T have to enquire, 'my Lord,” replied
Sigifmond, with an undaunted air, ¢ why I
am detained a prifoner t—Whea I was de-
_coyed from Colano, whence force would in
vain have attempted to remove me, I was
feduced with flattering promifes of findinz'a
noble and illuftrious father ready to fold me
to his bofom, and aéknowﬂed% me the heir
of an ancient and honourable houfe.—How
Lave I been deceived !—By what unfoun-
ed tale of that father’s recent, death' have I
been impofed on fince my %rrival fere (—1I
fee no figns, I hear no particulars of an
went fo interefting to me !'—1 am kept a
prifoner in a decayed, and ruined ch amoer,
- apart from the fa‘n'f'ly, treated like an oblcure
and. obnomous “dependant, everys circum-
ftance rélating to myfelf carefully kept frorn
- me, and my imagination left to vsander over
- a thoufand i images of horror ‘-—-VVhy is this,
my Lord ?—~When fhall I b: enabléd toin-"
veftigate the circumftances of my birth, or
permitted to return to thofe peaceful fhades
2k ha\ e fo- mt.ch reafon to regret-quitting

s¢ Have
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<« ‘Heve you done, Sir?” faid the Prince,
. pefeciving that he ftepped; ““or is there
any more of this harangue I am to be con-
demned to hear >—If you with it, fpeak
onyin Sp /

',“ 1 with only now, my Lord, for an an-
fwer,” faid the youth:. ‘

<« And-you. thail have it, Sir,” retorted :
the Prince ; ¢ you arc anxious to inveftigate
your birth; reft fatisfied—a few days will
difclofe it to yoﬁ, and you will know it too -
{oon for your peace.-——You wifh for liberty
—take it, and ufe it well.—Liberty I mean,
not to depart from Voltorno, but to live
with me.—No more private conferences
‘with fervants—Ghiberti indeed you will fee
no more.— Nay, no excufes,” continued the
Prince, feeing him about to fpeak, ¢ I am
itbovc‘retorting on you, or refle®ing oh
. what is paft.—L.:t me fee in you fome of
the natural graces and gaiety of-youth—be
ealy with my company, lend yourlelf to thewr
manncra, their amuiementa 5 for, believe me,

o BN ol Smﬁnoad *
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Sigi{mona, whatever mi;fortunes may over-
whelm you, I with you happy.”

With thefe words the Prince withdrew,
leaving Sigi&xiond alone in the oak parlour,
He was vnable to Comprehend the whols of
the Prince’s fpeech ; but his candid mind.
. began to refle¢t whether he had not perhaps
* been wrong, and the moment fuch an idea
feized him, it required no deliberation to
make him determine ‘to endeavour to be
more right.—Yet what could Rezzonico
mean by faymg he would know the fecret’of
his birth too foon for his peace ?>—Wha. ter-
tible myftery was to be unfolded ? -

He walked and ruminated, but could find .
no clue to this circumf’ca.née, and his medi-
tations were foon diturhed by thg entrance
. of Valenti, who flew te him with an air of
gaiety, and &xpreffed much joy at feeing

him again.  After a great deal of frivolous
chat, Valenti Gideiis oo

¢ Are you to be one of the candxdates
for the hand of the beauty that is daxly ex-
-pected he"c: Py

‘ : v“ What
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"« What beauty ?”’ exclaimed Jigifmond,
¢¢ I have heard of none.”” ' il
¢« Oh vyes,” repeated Valenti, ¢ fhe is
daily expelted here.” 5
¢ And from whence ?” cried Sigifmond.
<«¢, Oh I know not,” replied Valenti; ¢ but
from fome plece a good way off.—Pigliani
and myfelfare, I know, to'ftrive for her fa-
vour ; but Pigliani has had a very unfair ad-
vantage over me—he has been fent to fetch
her% |
¢ Oh Heavens I groaned Sigifmond, '
on \.hofe ready mind the idea of Aornes in=
ftantly glanced. .
% You feem much concerned my friend,”
faid Valenti; ¢ do you fufpect that ngham
would make the beit ct his fituation ?”
¢ Villain I” muttered Sigitmond ; ¢ fure
he would not dare !” : :
« Oh ! that Pigliani dares do a great deal
I promife you,” retorted Valeat, ‘who did
not fathom the whole of Sigifinond’s mean-
ing ; * not that I fear him,—1I think, v/hen
B O 5 the
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 the ybung lady arrives, if her ta{’ce be to de-
cide, Pigliani will {tand but little chance.”

* < But who is this laoy ?” again enquired
Swlfmond o
: < T tell you,” replied Valenti, “] am
utterly ignorant ;—but 1 underﬁand her
beauty is unequalled.”

To the fancy of Sigifmond this account
could, only apply to Agnes, and his foul
fickened at the idea. He ftrove, however,
to change the fubjett of converfation, and
the reft of the party appear.ng, it was no
more renewed.

‘Fearful left he had wrongcd the Prince

: by too readily admlttmg fufpicions of him,
Sigifmond endeavoured to lend himfelf to
the company, and- to give way to the na-
tural gaiety of his difpoﬁfion.; but opprefied
bya thoufand. apprehenfions, be found this
impofiible, even if -he could have perfiaded
his heart not_to diftruft the ~ountenince of
Rezzomco, for whom he in vain ﬁrovc to

_coaquer his antlpathy

£3 ]
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As he found himfelf now, howévéf,.at’ li-
berty to go where he nleafed about the caf-
tle, he determi.ed to chufe an' hour whed
he was leaft likely to be obferved, to vifit.
the grating of Bertoldo’s- prifon; but for
fome days found it utterly impoffible to ob-
tain the oppo:tunity he fcught. At length, :
_however, all the -avaliers were engaged in
the chace, except himfelf and the Prince,
who had-defired to be left alone ; and Sigif= ,
mond determined to avail himfelf of fo fa-
vourable a moment. : :
£.s he was no longer a prifoner, he found
no -difficulty in reaching the ‘nner court;
and having remarked that the ftream of light
from Federico’s lamp, when he vifited Ber-
toldo, always proceeded from a central {pot
in the court, he readily difcovered the grat-
- ing which admitted to that wretched cell its
fcanty portion of Heaven’s general bleﬁings—
~—air and ligh.. -
Throwing himfelf upon the ground he
.pronounced the nameof Berto‘do, and. ‘was .
anfwered Ouly by a deep groaa ; he re-
Ppeated
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‘peated. the ‘name of the Flather, and hinted
that he was his former vifiter returned, a» he -
had defired, to the place he had pointed -
out. : o

Bertoldo now evidently approached the
gratihg, and in a feeble voice, faid— :

¢ My good ycuth, I am very' ill—the
‘hand cf death is, I fear, upon me ;—yet why
fhould I fear it—what reafon have I to with
for life ?””

¢ Alas, Fathe-!” faid Sigifmaond, ¢ can
no means be found to affift you 2—Muft you
fuffer in this dungeon, without help ?”’

- ¢ Such,” replied Bertoldo, * is the will
of him by whofe command I fuffer.—1 am
fupjofed dead s—yet I with to prolong my
life till I could bave depofited in fome faith-
tul bofom the fecrets which have colt me my
liberty, and fhortened my days;—they are.
important to fome one—but: 1t 1s dangerous
~ to know too snuch.” :

¢ My good Father,” exclalmed the youth,

“1sit for this knowledge Jotate here im-.

snured P ¢ } S
NSRS 3 i 13 I
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<. 1 fear fo,” an{'wered Bcrtoldo, L yet I
would with to make fome one partaker of
my intelligence ; becaule there may arrive a
moment when it may promote the caufe of'
juftice.”

¢ And to whom,” faid theyouth £ Would
- you wifh to conﬁde If 22

“ To you,” izplied Bertoldo, ¢ 1f you

# fhrink not from the rommunication.—Your
voluntarily feeking me proves che benevo-
lence of youi }‘eart, and I can commit my
1mportant fecret to your mtegmy ;—but
beware—let not Rezzonico know that you
are in pofleffion of it —thOugh he, familiar_
as he is with blood, yet hefit:ted. to fecure
my filence by death, he may not always be fo
forbearmg —Speak, Signor, will you accept
the confidence I ofter ?”’-

s T owilly? replled Slglﬁnond

« Swear then,” faid Bertoldo, in a fo-

. lemn voice, ¢ {wear to promoté¢ the caufe of
injured innocence whenever it may be in
your power !—Swear, whenever any events

occuy
4 ;

X
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occur fo enable you to a&, that )ou will be
- faithful and firm 1
% 1 have already fworn that,” faid the
youth, ftruck at the odd c01nc1dence of the
words. ;
c€ When ?” afked Bertoldo.
<« Fre I left Colano; and fince I have
been here, ” refumed Sigi{mond, < T have
more than once fwou‘ to-be faithful and
firm. '
. LKW art thou e demanded Bertoldo.
¢ I know not,” anfwered Sigifmond.
. Who,” faid the Father, ¢ impofed the
, oath R ' <t
-« Father Buonafede, firft,” replied the
youth ; ¢ and I have voluntarily repeated
Sl :
¢« What do you know of your ougm 2%
azain enquired Bertoldo,
% “Searcely yany thing, rephed nglﬁnond
¢ But your mtelhgence my good Father —
- my long abfence will be obferved.”
~ * Some other time,” faid Bertoldo,  you
mutt tell me all you know of your origin.—
- Now

-

b8
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Now liften and,oblcrve : —Rezzorico Jras.no

.110htfuft1a1m to what he enjovs!—The heir

(4 S

£ Mirandola did rarvive the laft Marqms,'_‘
'ho died prematurely—~Rezzonico knew he

died preniaturely.»—My flrength will not
now pérmit me to relate all the particulars
that’ might corroborate this tale—but Father
Zadetki knows them all.”’

¢ What do you mean?” enqmred Sigif-

mond «¢ was Rezzonico acceflary

* Hulh!” interpofed Bertoldo, what'

I have faid, I have faid.”

. And the heir of Mirandola,” rejoined

~ Sigifmond, ¢ was it male oz female ?”

<« I know not,” replied Bertoldo 5 ¢ the |

Marchionefs - went hence on the prema-

ture death of the Marquis, and her chlld

Lk

was

‘Federico was juflt arrived with pronﬁons
for the wretched prifoner.” ~As' this, cir-
cumftance recalled his attention to out-
- ward objedts, he perceived that the fhades

B,

- Bertoldo fuddenly ceafed fpeaklng, and
~a ray of light informed Sigifmond tha::

of
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_ of evening already ccvered the face of Nature,
and already were the fervantc fecuring the
aoors ofthe caftle. . : : ,
* Federico ftill lingered in the dungeon,
and Sigifmond, fearful left he fhould be fhut
~ out of the building, and thus his vifit to the
Father be dif¢overed, was reluctantly obliged
to regain the paffage by which he had en-
tered the court, and defer till another op-
portunity the unfinithed ftory of Bertolda.
His mind; however, found in it full occu-
pation, and he felt himfelf urequal €6 return
to the faloon, and mingle in the converfa-
tion with the other cavalicrs ;—he retired,
therefore, to his own folitary chamber, where
he ruminated on the myfterious tale he had
juft heard, Wthh fo tully corroborated all
his fufpicions. =

Mirandola had p.un{hed prematurely !
Alas! that ikeleton was then the remains of
the murdered Marquis |—Murdered | and
by whom ?—Juﬂ; Heaven ! by the prefent pof-
{feflor of his wealth and honours |—Rezzo-
mco then was mdecd.a murderer —He had

: | : firlt
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ﬁrﬁ: caufed the w.etched Mirandola to be
waylaid, and then confined in his own caftle:
+Oh dreadful fate !~ the fufferings he had en-
dured were but too faithfully painted in the
foul-harrowing infcriptions. Sigifmond had
read in the turret. Hehad then been dragged
. totlie fubterranean cells for the completion of
his fate, and perh’aps nad received it on that
very ftaircafe in hlS ftruggles againft the
rufhans !

The thoughts of the youth tnen dwelton
-~ the miferable Marchionefs and her haplefs
offspring ; —fill he believed Madame St.
Clair and Agnes to have heen-the unfortu-
nate {urvivors of the murdered Mirandola,
and the thought induced him willingly to .
renew the vow Father Bcrtoldo had made
him take, to be fait:hfuxl and firm in the caufe
_of-juftice and innocence. -
* '/ He determined to feek another interview
with Father Rértoldo, and- then to endea-
vour to liberate himfelf from Voltorno, and

obtain from Zadefki a further conﬁrmatlon
of his fufplgons.

o o

» : 3
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In'meditations like thefe Q?giﬂlloncl pafled
the night, and fhuddered when the morning

dawned through his ivy-lung windows, at.

the thought of again b_eholdmg Rezzonico,
whom he now confidered with redoublzd
horror. He fuffered hour after hour to
elapfe, unable to vifit the »arlour, till at
length he was . informed the Prince defired
his company. He obeyed the fummons—
his feet moved towards the door of the “oakz
parlour—his hand trembled on the lock—
he opened it, and beheld-—Agnes ST

Unable, even in' the prefence ‘of *.the
Prince, to reftrain‘his motions, he flew to
her—he clafped her in his arms-—he be-
fought 'her to {mile once more on the wretch-
ed Sigifimond ! .

¢¢ I thought 0,” exclaimed Rezzohico,
in a voice of .thunder; ¢ ftand off, auda-

cious boy—relpe& my prefence Py

“ You have no right, m; Lord,” faid
Slglfmond firmly, * to dlﬁolve ties formed

- long before your interference in our affairs—

, fgrmed whep we were happy 1"

13 YO'J,
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“ You know not what you fly, Sigif>:
‘“mond,”” replied Rezzomco, “ but for _my
interference, you hac. been—alas ! you know
not what !”
{hnddering,

Sigi{mond undauntedly replied—

<« "But fo- you, Prince Rezzonico, we had
been obfcure and happy !—But fince you
have dragged us both from our feclufion; let
me now, unappalied by your greatnefs, claim
our refpeive rights >—F or myfelf, myname,
my rank, my liberty, the inheritance of my
fathgr!—For Agnes, what I-am perfuaded is
her due, the heirdom*™ of Mirandola 1

A deathlike palenefs overfpread the fea-
tures of the Prlnce, and was fucceeded by
_ the glow of rage and. indignation.—Agnes,
trembling, had funk on a couch, but now
rlﬁng, caught * Sigifimond’s arm, which he
had extended in the vehemence of his emo-
tions, and faintly exclaimed—

¢ Speak not thus, Slglfmond tos

¢« Peace!” interrupted the Prmce, and
.Aornes, appdlled, funk again on the fofa.

“«You

added he ina lo wer voice, and
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. You- thail have your will,” refumed Rez-
zonico, turning to Sigifmond ; < your impe-
tuofity has accelerated the Cifcovery you will
in vain with to retard.—Agnes fhall here-
after poflefs the heirdom of Mirandola, whca
1, her father, refign it to her in the courfe
* of nature.—But for you, unhzppy boy | my
foul bleeds for you !—Stind from her— .
touch her not—fhe is thy fifter 1”’ :
The agonized Sigifmond threw himfelf far
from Agnes, and gazed filently on the face
of Rezzonico.—A thoufand varying paflions
{cemed there to ftrive for maftery, ana at
ler.gth, in a fnbdued voice, he again fpoke—
¢ Yes, Sigifmond, you are my fon!—
Agnes is my daughter!—but the fame mo-
ther gave not birth to both. —Seek to know
nu more—{eek not to leara the dlfhonour of
vour parents |’ i
~ 3igifinond gazed on the pallid form of
Agnes, who, now funk lifelefs vn the couch,
had loft in a happy infenfibility the imme-
 diate confgoqfnefs of her mifery.—He threw
himfelf at ths feet of the Prince—
' : <« Tell
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<t Tell me ajl 2 he faid; ¢ that tae know-
- ledge of my whole wretchednefs: may at once

extmgmfh this hat-d life '—-If there be yet

- more of horror, tell me now, while the poor
Agnes will not hearit !”” :

¢ Alas!” replied the Prince, you had

better remaia ignorant of the guilt—the un-
intentional guilt of your father.——Yet Jearn
it all +—Your mother was the wife—the mo-

ther of Agnes was the fifter of Mirandola, -
both the: offspring of love, unfan&ified by

the ties of marriage—too nearly connetted

on beth fides. —Fly, unhappy youth! and

never caft another thought on Agnes,”

« Alas, my father!” faid Sigifmond,
¢ arm I then only to know thee, to curfe my

birth—to with I had never feen the light !—
Yet- blefs me, my father, and fuffer thy

wretched fon to go for ever fiom thy pre-

fence 17

< Retire now, my fon, rephed the Prmce, .
¢ to thy own chamber—there endeavour to
- y ! :

regain thy fortitude ;—to-morrow we will

converfe mor: at large on thlS fubjeét and
: : thou
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Q.Ithou: halB then have thy liberty.—But leave
‘me gow ; returning life begins co glow in the
: faded cheek of thy fifter— he needs all my
. care.—Retire, my {on—recal thy virtuous
 principles, thy “firmnefs, thy patience—~ts-
morrow I will give thee the fad detail of a
life embittered, and perhaps made guilty, by
contending paffions.” S
Sigifmond retired without daring to caft
another look on Agnes; who fill lay fenfe-
lefs on the fofa, and fought bis melancholy
chamber ; but in vain he fought for forti-
tude, for firmnefs ;—the greatnefs of the
el well-nigh’ overwhelmed his fenfes, a‘ndb
+'he remained, wandering up and down the
corridor, bereft of every diftin¢t idea,
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CHAP. II. Sehe s

¢¢ When fuch a3 thou, with facrihgioﬁs hand,*

s¢ Seize on the apoftolic key of heaven,

¢ Tt then becomes a tool for crafty knaves,

¢¢_To fhut out virtue, and unfold tbofe gates

<. That Heaven itfelf had fhut.” : ,
- K 'BrooxE,

-

le AF TER Sigifmond had qui‘ted his newly
- difcovered. father, the Prince committed

~ Agnes to the care of her woman, and ordered.

her to be put fo bed. She lay flill infen-

fible, and it was to be é.pprehendéd that the

greatnefs and fuddennels of the fhock had

" for ever deprived her of her intellects.

VOL. III, c i The
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_The Prmce then- fummoned the Monk,

3 T{egolo Caru»m, and ordered all others to be .
“excluded. ‘

3 My gnod F ather,"’ began the Prmce, :
% to you' T have confeffed the weighty crizaes
<o which' my’ ungoverned - paffions have

prompted me.— You are already fenfible that
Agnzs and Sigifinond ar: both''children of -
my love, by the fifter and the wife of the late .
pofieflor cf thefe eftates.—I love not to pub-
lith the guilt cf one, whofe greateft fault,
perhaps, was originally her paffion for me ;.
_=—butyalasi I fear that the unhapoy Mar-
chionefs, led aftray by that paﬁion, hoped
to conceal her infamy by puttmg an end to
the life of her hufband. Sigifmond - was
‘born fome months preyious to the diabolical 7,
~ and too fuccefsful attack on the unfortunate
- Marquis ;—by whofe premature death—a
~death I cannever forbear, in- 'my own mind,
: accuﬁng the abandoned Hypolita of cauﬁng,
- Twas put in poffeflion of thefc eflates. —I have
“)uit acknowledged to Sigifmond the unfor-
¢ tunate «nd near connexion between himfelf ’
: and . ’
S ]i
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parent fuffer from witnefling the overwhelm-
inggrief of which he himfelf had been the
primary and guilty caufe.—Alas | Carucci,
I fometimes doubt the power of the abfolu-

-tion_I have obtainéd, to cleanfe my opprefled

confcience frony its black {tains.”?

¢ My Prince,’” replied Carucci, <« have A

already more than once exhaufled all argu-
ments on this topic, and more then once have
had the good fortune to quict thefe apprehen-
fions. ——Recolle&: ‘I befeech you, that the

£ 0 : : 5 |
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: and Agnes ‘and feverely did the hedrt of a'

»

s reafomngs which have already convinced you, .

 ftill exift in alltheir force, and tha conviction,

once really obtained, vught never to yleld to

any fubfequent 1mpreiﬁons

¢ Be that asit may,”” anfwered the Prince,

“ a new apprehenfion has taken pofleffion of

-nly foul..—Sigifmond, at firft overwhelmed

with grief, was all duty and fubmiffion, be-

fought my bleding, and feermzd ready to
obey my command ; at length his former
horrible love for Agnes overpowered his new

{ fc.elmgs, and, with a dreadful catk, he pro-
c2 ; o feﬁnd
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foffed hisdifbelioE iof thie fale. declated liims
felf convinced that he was the rightful heir
of Mirandola, and left 1ae, vowing ven-
geance on the man who had dared to defame
the memory of his mother.—Poor youth! I
‘wonder not at his unbelief—1I pity the feel-
ings which have rvell-nigh unfeaied reafon.
It is furely a more pleafing; romance that -he
has formed to himfelf, of being indeed the
heir of Mxmndola, than of being a child of
infamy, who has blafted the fair fame of his
mother.—Yet, Carucci, his paffion is dan- -
gerous.—That I have erred is too well
known, and the world is too prone to be-

~_lieve all crimes poffible where fome are con-

fefled ;—fhould this youth quit Voltorno,
~ he may raife a party: to himfelf, and bur-
“den his confmence with the fate of the mank ’
_he will hereaﬁer find to have been his father.
Save my fon, dear Carucci,, from this. heavy
crime ;—let me not entail on my offspring
a greater depravity than that of their unfor-
‘tumtc fathcr —He will wade to the arms

" e ¥ : e .Of
(il & -
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of his fifter tnruugh the b;ood of” thexr com-
mon parent ‘ ; : )

¢ How can I, my mece, afked Caruccx,
‘¢ prevent thls i
- You are wholly mafter of the fubject;”
replied Rezzonico, ¢ you are capable of ad-
ducing all kinds of arguments. —If you have -

fucceeded in convincing me, in calmirg my
paflions, fhall you.not have more influence
over a youth, whole miud muft b: lefs ftrong
than that of a man practifed; like me, in ex-
ertion and active thought 7 e i
< 1 ‘will endeavour,” - replied Caruccx,
thoughtfully _ Bl

¢ If you endeavour, with your heart in*
the caufe,” faid the Prince, ¢ you will,: by
fome means or other fucceed -—Remember,
Carucci, the life of your patron depends onl
you—and his unfailing frienathip will for
ever attend the man who (hall affure him he

“has nothing to foar from Sigifmond,” /
8 That mandﬁfbye 465 "*f,anIqud the -
Pnef’c
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<« T nave intereft at Rome,” refumed the
Prince ; ¢ three Cardinals nOw in the Con-
clave owe their hats to me.”

« Your Highnefs fhall have nothmg to
fear from Sigifmond,” repeated Carucci. -

¢¢ I can be properly grateful forafervice,”
continued Rezzon* co; ““an in*elligent friend
‘fhall rever find me deficient in. acknowledg-
ing or rewarding his exertions.”

¢ Your Highnefs f..all ever command my
- beft ‘endeavours,” interpofed the Monk : :
T quiet your too tender 'con{Cience, my
Prince, and fear nothing from Sigifmond.”?

- The Prince wrung the hand of Carucci,
- and joined the other cavaliers.

Slglﬁnond meanwhile, in his fohtary
chamber, mufed on the ﬁrange intelligence
- he had juft ‘obtained. He knew not how’
either to give or to'refule it credit ; yet, 'to.
blaft:‘the fair famie of the Marchinefs di
Mirandola, -vho had always borne fo fair a
chara&er, feemed Tittle- lef;*etg facrilege.
His fpul revolted from believitigshimfElf the :
fon of R.,zzonmhe felt n@ﬁmpulfe of

nature
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" nature in his heart—the Prince appeated to -
feel qoné towards him ;=he hac inflited: the!
dreadful blow wit.i the malice of an invete=
rate enemy, rather than with the tehdemefs’
of. a father; and the compaffion he had af-
terwards difplayed, feemed rather affumed
than Teal: un expleﬂion of malignant hatred
fcowled in his: eye, and contradicted the
words of affection his lips had uttered.—Yet:
too fatally did he feel -onvinced that Agnes
was indeed his child :—the ffory of Madame
St. Clair’ was but too clearly explained by
* this errible avowal ; « her relationthip to:
Mirandola too, accounted for many c:'igcum--
frances till now inexplicable ; and if oni\:' part
of this horrible relation were true, the reﬁ‘.
might noc be falfe. :
The Marchionefs di erandola could not
be a more eftimable. woman tuan .M_adame
St. Clair had appeared.  Yet could he fup='!
pofe—could he vear to imagine himfelf her
adulterous offspring by Rezzonico ?~—He
turned in agony from the dreadful’ fuggef=:
tion; and  his feehngs rofe almoft to mad-
- €A nefs
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- nefs when he thougit or Aenes, whom he
muft never zgain’' behold—whom ‘he muft
drive from his heart—wnc m it was impious
to Jove ! o :

- Again he ceafed to meditate diftin&tly,
- ‘and hours had paffed uncounted in the ter-
rible extreme of naifery, when ac approach-

Jing footftep aroufed him ; he looked up,

- and beheld the Monk Carucci, followed by
Benedetto, who bore his ulual provifions.—

_‘Benedetto fet down his burthen in ﬁlence,
and departed. : Lk

Slglfmond caft his eyes on Carucc;,*and' ;
~ again averted thiem ;—it was not to him he

- could unburthen his bofom of the load of

. grief that opprefled Him—his foul refufed

%o repofe confidence .in the Monk, and he
continued to traverfe the gallery with a hur-
~ ried ftep, whet1 the Monk, approaching him,

‘took his hand, and bcfought h1m to compofe

his’ fplnts _
e know,” {aid he, <« the caufes of your ‘

’ pre..nt z!gxtatlon, and I own they are amply

fufficient -
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{ufficient to render, you re'Uefs 'md uneafy,

but, my dear yourg & gnor, iet me entre’at_

you to calm your mind, and to. fummon to
your aid thofe virtuous principles and tnat

vigorous philofoohy I know you poflefs.” "

Sigifraond urned indignant from a dec]a-
mation fo little calculateu to produce any

effett ; at ]ength fixing his eager eyes on

the Monk— ’ : RS
'« You fay,” he exclaimed, ¢ that you
know the caufes of my prefent agitation ;—
it is more than I do diftinétly |—Relate to
‘me then the whole horrible tale, that I may
_atonce fee and know all I have to fupport !

Yet what need of more particulars P——-I am

the brother of Agncs—-my mother was dif-
-honoured——RezzonAco is mv father. What
need of more ?* : :

. Invain the Monk bega.n a new harancruﬂ‘
on the neceflity of pat1ence. nglfmond

- loft 1 n defpalr, pretended not -to Ixﬁen—be

.azﬁ'umed not cven the appearance _of atten-

tmn, but gave Way to emotions: of the moﬁ: ‘

violent ‘grief, 'When this. burﬂ of anguilh

, ‘ Cge 4 had «
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had a little fubfided, Carucci again {poke ;3
he fpoke of Agnes— he vaunted her pa-
tience, her refignation, her entreaties to -
Sigifmond to. fubmit to the inevitable de-‘“
- crees of Heaven.
« Tell the dear fufferer, fzud the,”” thus
: cqntmued Carucci, ¢ {hat the griding hand
of Providence is evident in our fate, de-
plorable as it is. Had our union been com-
pleted, what would have become of two fuch
mvo]untary offenders ?—How would my
_ Sigifmond—how fhould I have fupported
~ the confcioufnefs of fo dreadful a - crime,
though " fo unintentionally committed ?—
Oh prefs thefe argumerits home to his heart,
_ 1f indecd it {peak not itfelf moft powerfully
‘In the fame language 1”2

Sigifmond now liftened, and wept ; and
Carucci, finding he had gained fome hold of
- his attention, artfully inteiwove with *his -
harangue a pathetic account of the grief and
paternal affection of Rezzonico, and of his
earneft wilh that ‘Szglﬁn\ nd _would endea-
_ vour to fubdue the violenice of the forrow it

was
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* was fo natural he thould feel, and remain in
his pxefent apaltment for a while, ﬁn’ce'lt
was better that he and. Agnes thould meet
no'more, until they could meet as brother
and fifter, .

<, That,” -exclaimed Sigiﬁnond,“ < will-
-never be, I fedr.—But no. long {hall I bear
about this load ‘of ‘mifery!—It cannot be—= -
human nature could not long fupport fuch
exquifite torture :—bufted in cvery. deareft
hope, my birth. ftigmatized, my mother difs
honoured, and my love made gullt)—-—what
has. this world to offer me as & reconzpence
for evils of fuch magnitude and variety 7’

¢¢ Ithasyctmuchteoffer,” replied Carucci,
“much worthy even ,ofgyouraa'ttemion.——f e
The Prince, your fatht‘r; will atone to you,
by his unvaried kindnefs, by his liberality
-and’ mumﬁcence, for the anUl‘ICS Fortune)
_has done you ;- -the ftigma on your bll‘th
will be legully taken off, and jou will be
 declared inhieritor of the honours and wealth:
of Rezzonig;g.—;Re_Covef then,’young Si,grior,-'\
your compofure, and do not throw from yod

: . co6 ' that

“«
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_that life’ which Heaven and Fortune yet
upite to blefs and to diftinguifh.”
- ¢ You offer me, Holy dather, confola-
tton very inadequate ' to my fufferings ; but
it is probably the beft the cafe will allow of.
My better hope is that I fhal' not long feel
. my mxfery 5 and as it has not been occafioned
by my own fault, its further confequences
are not to be dreaded.” - ,
teslineedqot) faid. & \,aruca, ‘““ to a mau
whofe “principles appear o veell founded,
argue on the impiety of felf-murder—you, «
~ Signor, would recoil from fuch a deed !”?
. EREOf any murder,” replied Sigifmond,
“Itruft I am incapable. You may reft af
fured I fhall not attempt' to deftroy myfelf ;
. but the heart-broker, Holy Father, need
- mot fword or poifon 1” :
1% You are young, Slghor, interpofed the
Monk ¢ and you feel acutely ;—what now
feems impoff: ble to be borne, you, not un-
naturally, conclude will always be equally
dreadful and the pangs you fuffer; you ima-
,gme have broken your heart s—but believe

me,
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me, Signor, beheve a man whom Experience *
has *tutored in the fchool of Adverfity, very:
fevere misfortunes indeed may be {upported
by a proper and philofophical equanimity of
niind.—At leaft. Signor, affure me, not only
that, you will a0t feck: to harm yourfelf, but
alfo that you will not reFer the means of
life. Here is foor ; :
¢« I cannot eat now,” interrupted Sigif—,
mond ; “ but to refufe food vwhen nature
calls for it, would be to:f:ek my own de-
ftruction.—You need not fear this—I have
refo.ved agalnﬁ it ;—but I am not now fuf-
ficiently - compofed, Holy Fathsr, to liften
to,- or profit by, yonr confolations. = Suffer
me to endeavour in folitude to regain forne‘
firmnefs of mind—I fhall not attempt to in-
vade the retirement of either the Priace or
- Agnes.” 2 s
Carucci took his leave, after another un-
fuccefsful atterapt to recommend the viands
to Sigifmond, who, loft in a whirlpool of
- agony, {carcely noticed his departure, nor
«the entrance of another perion. At length
: ’ the

2
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the found of hiz mame, hafltily uttered,
caufed bim to look up, andhe beheld a me-
nial.\fervant, whom, after {ome mnutes, he
recognized for Francifco, tiic comrade of
Ghiberti during their journey.’ ;

¢¢ Signor,” faid Francifco, in a hurried .
voice, < forgive my intrufion ; but I come
to warn you of evil :—Ea* not thofe provi-
fions ; they were privatelv prepared by Carucci,
who means rou no gcod.—As foon as it is
pofiible, I will bing you {fome wholefome
food. - Farewel, Signor;”’ and Francifco was

. inftantly out of fight.

This mtel’wence cauﬁ:d a momentary res

vulfion in the breaft of: Sigifmond, and for

an 1aftant inclined him to doubt the truth

~ of the dreadful tale he bad juft learned.—
If be were indeed the {on of Rezzonico,

could that father feek his death ? for he was

convinced  that the Monk a&ed merely as a’

- tool under thz commands of the Prince.—

Yet, if this newly difcovered fon, who fhewed -
no dupofitions towards implicit obedience,

* ffood in the way of a proje@ed alliance be-

tween |
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tween the Lady Agnes and one Of the

~ friends of Rezzomco, «Who eXpected from:
fuch an union to' infierit vall the immenfe
pofleffions ‘of the Prince, he had no prin-

~ cibles, no paterngl affection to prevent him
from. facgificing this fon to a new proje&t.—
Yet, fo deat is hope tq tha youthful bofom,
that Sigifmond cogld not wholly relinquifh
that which this furmife had occafioned, and
determined, at an hou: when leaft liable to
obfervation, te revifit the:dungeon of Ber-
toldo, and from him to obtain all poﬂibie
infoffnation refpecting the family and oﬁ'-~
- {pring of the late Mazquis.

He was acknowledged by the Prince to >
be the child of the Marchionefs—Ah ! then
was I—I’yﬁolita, the vircuous Hypolita capa-
ble of infidelity to fo noble a hutband ?—

+He refolved to communicate’ to Bertoldo
every c1rcum{’cance he could recollect, and
‘he felt that intant hope renewerl. :

While he.yét revolved thefe thoughts,
Francifco returned with freth provifions,
‘and havmg placed it on the table; faid—

: g |
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« [ pray you to pardow my boldnefs,,

* Signor ; but condefcend to ufe fome cau-

tion,  The Monk will {oon pay you another

- vifit—conceal thefe frefh provifions, and let

him believe that you have tafted thofe e
brought.  Indeed, Signor, tlv:re 15 evil in-
tended you.—Federico and Spigno were

clofetted with my Lord ‘the Princes and
- Father Regolo, and thofe confultatlons can-

not bode ary good t¢ you.”

« Why, Francifco,” faid Slgifmond ¢« do

you know that the Prmce has acknowledged
me as his fon ?”

"¢ Ab Signor I” refumed Francifco, “ he

: " knows better ,-—he was firuck with the fame

- refemblance 1n you, that both poor Ghiberti

and Tfaw.—I with poor Ghiberti were here ;
he could tell you more, Signor, than Ican;

but there have been foul doings in thefe
apartments, and indeed, 1f ¥ou are not cafe-
ful, there mry be more.’

¢ And when, Francxfco, 3 enqulred Slgxf-

mond; ““is Caruccx hkely to vifit me: ?”

« Fre

L
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« Ere long, Signor ; and 1f he does not -
find that you have tafted hiz food—God
forgive me ! but I am fure it is pmfoned—
he will think you fufpect him ; and Federico
and Spigno will ufe {urer means.’ .

“ And they are welcome,” faid the youth
¢ for Iam ‘o miferable, Francifco, that life

-1s a burthen to me ;—however, [ will en- -
deavour to preferveit, and I thank you for
.yeur aﬁe&xon ; if ever it be in my power, I
will reward it.” ‘ : :
Francifco now departed and Slglfmond :
 folloved the honeft creature’s advice, fo as
to lead Carucci to fuppofe that he had eaterz
of the food he had brought, while the viands'
- Francifco had provided, he fecreted in one of
the deferzed chambers, refolving, as foon as
the Monk had again vifited him, to explore
‘once more his way “to the durgeon of Ber=
“toldo. : : ,

He gazed on the portrait of Mirandiola,_
and vowed to do all in his power to preferve
his own life, fince for him it feemed referved

/ ; to -
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1o devslope the myfleries that hung over the
fate of the un‘ortunate Marquis. ‘
Scarcely had he prepar:d every thing to

“deceive the. Monk, ‘ere he heard his aps

‘proaching footfteps ; and when he entered,
thought a malicious difappointment fcowled
on his hypocritical features, as h» perceived
Sigifmond yet walking in: apparent uninjured *
health, When, however, he. repeated his
_enquiries, and learne® that he had at length &
tafted the food, and faw that mart of it was
gone, a malignant fatxsfaé‘tlou glared in his
eyes; and he commended the philofcphy
and refignation of the youth, who, under fuch
heavy trials, yet fought to fuftain a life

which muft be odlous to him, becaufe he

felt it his duty to funport the inflictions of

Heaven. :

‘The very >ul of Smfmond recoiled to
hiear the moft plous doctrines thus perverted
in the mouth of a hypocrite, for the moft
- atrocious purpofes ; but he alfo’ diffembled,
and ~fter a fhort interview the. Father de-
Darted fatisfied that there would be no

: g need
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‘need to ufe more defperste means, -and that -
the {udden diffiolution of Sigifmond might.
well be attributed to his own delpair, which
would {ufficiently account for any fufpicions
of poifon that might arife on the 1nfpeétlon
of the body. ; 3
Méanwhi'e all the mhabltants of the caf’cle
retired to  their refpeétlve chambers, and
“Sigifmond  refolved to expiore the {ubter-
Taneous paﬁ'ages ‘to the dungeon of Ber-
toldo. 3 :
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CHAP. I,

¢ Think you I am no ftronger than my fex
JuLius CEsar.

“¢ Hope {prings #ternal in the human breaft.”
sl 2 PorE.

’I HE ca{’cle—Elg'ck had juf-tolled one, when :
Sigifmond, takrﬁg his lamp;: preparcd to ex-
plore his way: tnrough hesdeferted apart-
ments to the fubterranéous cell, where the
wretched Bertoldo lay confined.

- He removed his bed, a.d entered the
chamber formerly appropriated to the un-
fortrnate Mirandola. A thoufand gloomy
refle€tions crofled hlS mind as he traverfed

this
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this chamber ;— new ideas with refpe fo the
real heir of Mirandola, had occurred to him
but rendered improbable as they were by the
avowal of Rezzonico, he dared not truft to
- the fuggeftions of his fancy. He pafled the
fuite of rooms, and defcending the ftaircafe,
entered the iower correfponding apartments,
carefully guarding the lamp he cafried from
ftreaming through the crevices of the de-
cayed window-(hutters, He found the well-
remembered trap-door, and paffing down
the ﬁeps', foon 'reached the vaults of the
caftle..  He perfettly recolleted the cell of
'Bertoldo,'and was in a few minute: before its
door, which beinglow, plated withiton, thick,
‘and ftrongly barred, was able to refift the
attempts of a lefs infirm inmate than‘the old
Prieft.—Then refleting that, unapprifed of
his vifit, Bertoldo might be enjoying the
bleffings of flumber, he hefitated whether
toannounce his arrival, and diffiprte the only
comfort ‘of the wretched ;—for a moment
he liftened, and a repetition of low groans
immediately ‘convinced him that the un-
- : ~ happy
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2 f]&ppy prifoner enjoyed not che relief of tem- '
poiary forgetfulnefs. and- he tapped st the
doorofthe cell. A feeble voice exclaimed—

¢ Who is there ?”

‘He replied—

« It is I—Sigifmond.”

' Bertoldo - imnediately, though flowly,
‘drac cged his infirm limbs towards' the door,
and in faltering accents thus exprefied him-
felf—

¢ The hand of Death 1s upon me !—Fly,
Sigifmond, from this accurfed caftle—thy
_ idea has haunted ‘me day and night, and I .
am fure no good is intended  thee.—Fly
'Jn{’cantly el
~ The youth would willingly have drawn
from the dying Be.to'do fome further ex-
planation of the myftery ‘of the Marquis’s
fate and family ; but the poor old man’s
weaknefs was too great to allow him to make
“himfelf berd through the door, and he was
: only able to add— L aat
% Seek Zadetki 1” :

(s : !

With
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With this irterrupted and ' unfatisfaGory
converfation Sigifmond was obliged to re-
tire 5 and as he recraced the winding paflages
of the {ubterranean caverns, he formed a
hafty plan for his flight from an abode where
he had known only mifery and f{orrow.

He reacued the ground-ﬁoor in fafety,
“and {prang hattily vp the frairs to the zpart-
‘ments that communicated with his own
chamber ;—here a ray of light ftreaming
through the rcoms, firft alarmed him, and
veiling his lamp, he advanced cautioufly.—
A foand of human voices convinced him
fome people were fearching for him, and he
" heard a voice, which he recognized for that
of Federico, faying—

s¢He nmuft: have efcaped through thefe
ro00ms.”> . i . :
_» Another perfon anfwered in a lower tone,
fo that his words reached not' the ear of
nglfmond and Federico replied— .

¢ I will not advance——the recolle@ion of
what I once w1tneffed in thofe chamb\.ls,
difmays me.,”

e Pol>=
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« Pbltroon 1” exclaimed the other voice ;
¢ give me the dagger then, and I will feek
him 1” o

Too well convinced that his life was now
really fought after (for in the other voize
his ear acknowledged the tone of Spigno)
Sigifmond .debated how to procced.—Fede-
 rico feemed appalled by confcience and me-
mory ; but Spigno was a hardened villain, -
' _incapable of remorfc. He was unarmed—
they were prepaced ;—he could not even fell
his life dearly; and hearing them ftill ar-
guing  the point, he ftopped no longer to
liften, but proceeding through the lower
- range of rooms, regamed the vaults in fafety, .
and pafling again the door of Bertoldo’s
cell, hoped to find in the windings of thofe
~ fubterranean pefﬂ'agcs fome place where he
~might remaiu concealed, or fome means of
" efcaping to the upper part of the caftle, and

perhaps of wholly effeting his liberation.
Swiftly he pafied on, till at length he per-
ceied a ftaircafe, which he afcended, and
 teached 2 noble landmg-place, which, from
- " the
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* " the number of fteps he had mounted, (eem-
ed level with the chambers of the caftle;;—
of this he was convinced, when looking over
a baluftrade’ which bounded the landing-
" place, he perceived the great hall of the
caftle, where a few dying embers fill gave,
‘at intervals, feelle flafhes o* light. 8 '
- The doors that onened into the coi‘ndbr,
were then the doors of the different bed-
rooms, and he might viance to open that'
of the Prince. He ftood bewildered and
confufed, irrefolute how to act, not know-'“
ing widther to ﬁy, or where to feek for re-
fuge.
He traverfed the corndor with light and
noifelefs fteps, and perceived a door a-jar.
* It did not occur to him that ths door might -
have been left fo, to enable the muxderers \
with more: celerity to convey the news of
their fuccefs to their employer ; he only re-
flected that probably only the doo~ of an up-
occupied room would’ be left open, and he
entered. ‘The room was. fmal] dark, and
*uninhabited, and feemed only the an.-room
- VOL, Iil, ! LD to
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to a }'ugﬂr apartment ; and a line of light
ﬂorn aunder che door convmced him that the

. next oom was not only inhabited, but that

probably its inmate was not'yet at reft.—

' e approached the door to liften if aay

noife could inform him of any circmnﬂ:ance,
s every momcnt now feemed pregnant with
lmpr)rtlm events.  He paufed a moment—
heard a wxce—atternpteﬁl the door—it
yielded, znd he be'..'d the form of his Qe-
Toved Aones I —A faint fcream from her
*conviriced him that (he perceived him—he

“was at her feet, grafping her hand—fhe

~ fhud dered, turned pale, and flrove to dif-
engage herfelf from him, and the word bro-
ther feemed ﬁguggling in vain to burft from
her lips. |

¢ Fear nothing, Agnes,” faid the ago- ;
nized youth ; “1I am going for ever, un lefs
I can clear. up. the myfteries that furround
us. ---AfrnPs be not dece.ved—there is no ;
proof that the Prince’s aﬁ‘ert’ons are true.
¥.eld not too hcrhtly your belief to his tale,
hor your aﬂlnt to any further propoi}xls,—ul !

am
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am going, Agnes, to one who can explain
thefe ‘intricate circumftances.—Farewsl 1
I afk you not to remember me; but be not
too readily perfuaded that it is your duty to -
forget me.” A
¢ Sigif mond " replied Agnes, I won-
der at my own calmnefs-—T Cannot enter into
your wild conjetures: —One thing is certain,
Prince. Rezzonico is miy father, and it is my
duty to obey him ;—but you are going, you
fay—and at this hour. and thus difcom-
pofed : : : :
¢ It is impoffible now,” anfwered Sigif-
mond, ‘“ to expldin thefe occurrences to.
you.—Do you know how I can efcape
¢ Elcape I” | exclaimed Agnes, « efcape
«* from the caftle of you: tather, and againft
his will I”? )
-¢ This 1s no time for thefe queﬁxons, 8
‘ refumed Sigifmoné ; “ my efcape muft be
1mmcdlb.te—-—my lgfe 15 purfued !” ;
#¢ It cannot; be from bence,” replied'
Agnes, < for t‘ns is an interiof chamber ;—
but f’cay not, I befeech yﬁu, ﬁay not here—

D2.' my
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‘my agitated frame is incapable of fupporting
your prefence.” ik
€ Apnesy’:

fhould fpeak of my own internal feelings—it
would be inhvman to ycu, JAgnes ;—but
: look up—we fhall meet again &

s In this world ot the next 122 mterpofed ;

AO‘nes, aad fell in’ ufible on the couch..

- To leave he. in this fituation was impof-
fible—to ftay was equally wrong; fome one
- might enter her chamber, and finding him

there, what dreadful confequences might

-enfue! &

L Thele conﬁdcratlom which néVcr oc-
curred to him whilz the 11crht of her gentle
eye beamed upon him—while he ‘heard the

- {oft tones of her voice, now agonized his very
" {oul while he beheld her 'ofl in a temporary

fufpenfion of her mifery, . He raifed her in’
 his arms—he clafped her wildly to his bo-

fom ;—then the remembrance of Prmce

'Rezzomco s dreadful tale ru{hed on- s x

mmd

7

: anfwered the youth, with a
forced compofure, ¢ you fee I am calm—I .
{ay nothing to alarm you.—God forbid I
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mmd and though his heart refufed it full
credence, yet he relmqudhed the ftill faiat-
ing Agnes, and regammg fome recollection,
‘he poured water on her face; and chafing her
hauds, at length faw her reftored to a full

« confciouingfs of her fituation.

“ Leave me,” fhe exclaiimed, ¢ leave
me, I befeech you—my attendant will foon
‘be here, and Oh Sigifmond, leave me !”?

“ I will obey you, hgnes,” replied he, .
with incoherent voice and gefture ; < yet
tell me you will preferve 1nv101ate the
faithe——

£ Spare me,’ inter;upted Agnes,' <¢ {pare .
me on this dreadful fubje®.—Oh Sigif-
mond ! fcarcely can I fave’ myfelf from dlf-‘ ‘
'traétlon 2 o :
¢ Forgive me,” rephed he, ¢ T knew not
what I faid.—1 am going—but whither
‘Heaven only kncws.—If we meet again,
Agnes, it will be in huappinefs |2

Agnes funk, overpowered, againft the ﬁde
of the couch, then fuddgnly f’cartmg, fhe
‘exclaimed— : &

Daad - s

2
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¢ Ah Sigifmond! { had forgotten.—I
have heard that through that door there is a
way which leads to fome caverns, that, after
many windings and much toil, open on the
woods beyond the limits. of Voltorno. —
My attendant’s fears are much figed on that
door, and it is through her I have learnt it.
Endsavour to trace the windings, and you
, may regain your liberty.”
; ng1(mc_, , clafp iy his hands, e)acula*ed
‘a fervent praye: for her welfzre, and opening
the door the mentioned, quitted her apart-
ment, more dead than alive.
Agnes,- with infinite prefenc- of mind,
-arofe from her couch, and after liftening for
. 2 moment to the departmgfr otfteps of Sigif-
mond, refaftened. the door by which he had
{caped, and returned to her comfortle(s bed.
Her agitation had not fuffered her to (hare
* the ufual benefits which. night and repofe
‘bring to the weary and difireffed. * Her ap-
parel remained the fame as when, the pre-
celding day, fhe had been fummoned. to her
father, and hc—gd\l'earnt the hoirible tale that
‘ s i : for
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.for ever cru[hed' her hopes.—On the wild
conje("tures that Sigifmond ' had  that ‘night
infinuated, f(he fuﬁ'ered not her fancy to
_ dwell, confcious that ‘they only ferved to
diipel that compofure the ufed her utmoft
endeayours to attain,  She could not, how-
ever, help wondering hpw he had fo eafily
obtained admiffion,- fince fhe had dircéred
her attendant to faften the door, and.in the’
V morning, at an earl y hour,’to comie aoam to
the chamber. 7 g :

A fufpxcxm of treachery now crofled horfv
-mind, yet the was loth to futpe& a glrl whoie
fimple and affectionate behaviour hud infpired
her with confidence ; 3 this mudent however,
though trivial in itfelf; yet alarmed her fo.
- much, that the determined to vely on herfelf
alone for affiftance and fi upport 3 and thould
the young girl'fhew ever {5 much attach-
ment and affection for her, fhe deterimined
not to be wrought uyon by'it, 73 the worft >
advantages might' be mide of ber want of
cautlon. ; AT

D 4 ~ Flgz i

~ T S ~
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Her refolution was taken, Armly to with-
frand-any propofals the Prince might make
to her of altering her condition, fince her
prefent affeGtion, though innocently culpa-
ble, was too ftrong to be wholly conquerec,
and either Pigliani or Valenti were hateful to
her foul.—She refolved to feck in the arms
of Religion the only true comfort that could
heal wounds like her’s, and to immure her-
- {elf for life in a Cenyent.

She felt. conviaced that the thould have .
many ftruggles with her father, who, in the
little fhe had already feen ofhim, had fuewn
himfelf of a chara&er that could ill brook :
- the leaft contradiction; and he had already

told her he deftined her to be the bnde of
g exther Pigliani, or Valenti.
Ve Oh my mother !”’ exclaimed the fuf-
fering Agnes,' ¢« how much do I owe to the
‘mild, yet firm philofophy your leffons and -
examples ever inculcated, which has thus
enabled me to weigh with calmnefs, -and to
decide with fteadine(s in a crifis of fuch try-
' ing emergency ;—may the fame gentle refo-
lution
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lutipn nerve me to a&t worthily of thee,
whenI thall bé called .unon to exert more
powers than even this period requires ‘-—For'
him, of whom it is guilt to think, may I be
aliowed topray, that he too may be fuftain-
ed through this awful trial by powers {upe-
rior to human nature—tha* he may be en-
abled to conquer the irritable and violent
paffions which naturally agitate his mmd '
and to fubmit with rengaation to a fate as
inevitable as it is dreadful |- '

In refle¢tions and ejaculations like thefe,
Agnes paffed the remainder of a fleeplefs
night, and a bright and beautiful morning
brought her attendant to her, whofe com-
paffionate and tender manners almoft de- -
ftroyed the {uperftructure of fvfpicion raifed
the preceding night. _But Agnes was too -
zruly miferable to want the conlfolations of
fuch a being as her attendant ;—the com-
plicated feelings of her botom co1ld only be.
underftood by intuition, and fhe fuffered
- inceflant fighs‘to heave her bofom, and un-
fallmg tears to dim her eyes, witaout at-
DELS ’ tendmg :
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tending to the pérfuafions or prayers of her
~ woman.—At length, wearied with folicita-

tions to be comfprted, which it was 1mpof-
fible could fucceed, fhe requefted to be left

~ alone—at liberty to give way, without rc-

ftraint, to the ebullitions of a forrow, ~which,
however it might leave her reafon free to
refle¢t and to determine, would have burft

~ her heart, had it been denied  the relief of

tears and exclamaticas.
For fome hours Agnes remained in {oli- 5

tude, and fhe began to hope Ihe (hould be -

{uffered to enjoy the melancholy confolation

of loneline’s without interruption ; but fhe

was miftaken. . About noon, Lauretta came

wnth a fummons from the Prmc\. to attend .

him below.

I—Iaraffed aﬁd fatie ue:l with W'*tchmg and

_milery, Agnco deﬁred her woman to return,

and reprefent to the Prince Low unable fhe
was to obev him; and to requeft that he

- would allow her to remain where (he was, till

fhe was more fit to appear before him.

A vé'ry
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A very, few sminites - brought her- father,
himfghf to herd apartment —at firfL he feemed
fhocked at beholdfag her late bloom ng cheek:
robbed of all its rofes, and her light and:
agile form bendipg under indifpofition and.
{forrow’; put kabitual fternnefs chafed. the
momentary*tendernefs from his bofom, and
he exclaimed i ina lolCC that nearly anmhx-,
lated the fainting /Agnes— AL L

¢ No more of thi> whining.--On your
obedience, I charge you to forget your im=
pious affeGtion for my fon, and pfepare yours
felf implicitly to obey a father who confults
your welfare only in his commands. = You
muft be fenfible; Agrss, though you refo-
lutely continue filent, that indulgence of a
mifplaced {orrow 1s equal_ly vain and"cullli)a.- §
ble.~Is it by brooding infecret over a pal~
fion which circumflances have rendered’
dreadful, that you hope to conqueriit ? or -
do you childithly prefer falling a viltim to
your ill-placed conftancy, and bowiﬁg down
the head of your father in forrow to the

Db : grave P
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' grave ?—Remember: Ag:nes; that the heart
of your only parent is torn with double re-
morfe :—the confcioufnefs of his own errors
1s fufficient for him—make him not anfwer-
- able for your obftinate ones —for that whicl.
is paft, as it was involuntary, we will hope:
. pardon may be eafily obtained ; out if you
perfift in clrerifhing this vile attachment,
. will it not embitter every ‘hour of your fa-
ther’s life, and fhort.n his exiftence P~—Shall
_not he be anfwerable for the fatal confe-
qﬁences of his ‘own indifcretion ?~—~But if
you refolve not to conquer your impious paf-
fion, recollet; Agncs, that you will point
~ the dagger to the bofom of your father!”
. Agnes fhuddered with horror at an expof-
tulation which, | bad it been delivered with
tendernefs, would have w rought moft power-
- fully on her feelmgs, but {poken with anger, -
’ }thh contempt, and indignction; it alarmed .
~ her fears without interefting her heart, and

‘fhe befought her father to fuffer her to
fpec..s. i

_‘,“ Speak

TN
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« Speak if thou\vﬂt,” replied the Prmce,
¢ but imagine not that thou can{’c change
my. determination.”

¢ To fpeak of the unhappy attachment iy
faid Agnes, in 3 faltering voice, * that has
hitherto,filled* my bofom, will perhaps ren-
~der my fatner indignant ;. vet let him be af=
fured that hIS daughter entertains tod true :
a love of virtue and Fo6nour to fuffer her to
cneu[h 1t.——No, Signur, Agnec can be as
refolute in the caufe of 'virtue, as though
the were not ofa feeble fex ,——but fhe folicits
you to fuffer her to take her own methods of
reconciling herfelf to the fevere ufpenfatlons :
of Providence.” : Ehals
.1 care not for the method > replied -
Rezzonico, < provvled the f-nd be what I\
" ol i : ,
“ose AGeeptsi? anfwcred Agnes, < of' my'
thanks for this conceflion, and- fuﬁ"er me'to
feck, in the bofon. of Religion, that reﬁg-
nation which I can.no where ‘elfe attain.—
Suffer me, I befeech you, to enter a Con-
vent 1 e )

““«“5 o ’ w.'r“ Tliere
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L There is no neeld off a2 Conveat,” faid
the Prince, ¢ to afliff your religion—vou-
“may be as pious as you will without quitting
Voltorno, which you never will quit but as
the wife of Pigliani or of Valenti.”
¢ Alas | my father,” refumned Agnes,
< it is to a conventual life I wifh to devote
myfelf.”’
¢ T will not @eat of it,” interrupted Rez-
~ zonico, « miz word it paffed—T will allow
you a reﬂionnb‘e‘ interval to indulge your
gricf, and Fatnerh{cgolo (hallattend you to
affift your devotxons subut I expe& that every
day you Jom-th focxe*y below, and that you
will graduqlly familiarjze  yourfelf to pro-,
{pes which would enliven any heart but fo

) 3

perverfe a one as your
e« My fathel, rephed-ACrnes, < mdeed I
“am utteriy ‘undble to fupport myfelf in fo-
clety.” Sida e
« We ‘hal fee that,”. faid the Prlnce
o I infif on your makmo the trial.’
At leaft, Signor,” inter )ofed _Agnes,
&€ allow me a few days to a0 e
¢« Not
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;5 Not an.—hou;‘, ’ faid'the Prince; < and
now, Agnes, thr:tll have liftened to you,
Lear me in your turn.—My will is not to be
difputed—I (hall conquer at laft, and fhall
“fee you: the wie of one or other of the
Signorsd haw named to you.—What is to
be done, “thetefore, vhad. better be done
quickly ; and [hej the fir ‘mncfs and refolu-
tion you boaft of by :makmo one noble and
effeCtual effort, whicn will avail you more
towards quieting the emotions in your bo-
fom, than months of weepiag in your cham-
ber, orof praying in a Convent.—Let it not
be fut‘pofed that the daughter of I'rince Rez- |
zonico can be in defpair for fuch an accident
as this—for an event which ‘her ‘own reafon
mutt tell her was ths cxprefs dilappointment
of Providence, and in no way arofe from the
- malignant 1atervention of man.— What nie-
thed can be fo 2ffeCtual to banifth one lover
from your heart; 3 ef’cabhﬂum another in
his place P—Offer no further anfwers—L will
he:u no more. —I havean nouncey my will—it
now only rémains that you obey [ ball

\ 7 : expest
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- expe& you in _an hour;” and with thefe ;
words the Prince depa.ted, leaving anis-
daughter in an agony of grief, that for a
fhort interval allowed not her reafon to exert
itfelf. After a few minutes, however, fhe
- recollected that exertioa was now indeed ne-
ceflary ; the Princ. would be obeyed, and
fhe had no time to lofe. Cullennefs or de-
{pair would do nothing with him ; but fhe
felt a kind of gloomy pleafure as (he reflet- :
ed that the violence of the effort fhe was
.now obliged to ‘make, would probably be
too much for her enfeebled frame, and that,
ere long, a final period would be put to her
forrows. ‘With a forced defperation, there-
fo'r'e, fhe refolved to meet her fate.—Hap-
~ pinefs and fhe Kad parteG to meet no rmore
and what became of her during the fhort
12mainder of her wretched hfe, ﬂle per-
fuaded herfelf was wholly immaterial. '
Yet ere fhe prepared to join the party be-
low,,a circumftance recurred to her mind '
that feemed to give her {omething like hope.
]a himo was her frienc—ith Jachimo, on
: her
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‘her firft grrivals fhie'had had no opportumty
of comerﬁnv and - thg events of the. laft °
four-and-twenty hours had totally driven him
from her remembrance 3 his promife of un-
iolding to her {ome c1rcum{’cances relative,
as {be ﬁJppo&d, to her mother, now re-
curred to her mind with double force ; and
the declaration of the Prmce, that her mo-
ther and himfelf were-conneced by no ties
but thofe of love, coufi.med her:in the idea
that Jachimo had really beén concerned in
prec1p1tatmg the fate: of tuat unhappy pa-
rent. Yet his- awakened confcience had .
made him her friend, and ﬁtuuted as fhe
was, a friend might be invaluable, F eelmg
her heart recoil moft forcibly from-an union
with either of the Signors her father had -
felected, fhe thouglt it not improbable that
- the might avail herfelf of the attachment of
_ Jachimo to effect her elcape from Voltorno,
«and to place her n a Conveat; and fhe
doubted not but the tale fhe could tell,
would induce the Superiors to give her the
: Whlte vexl 1mmed1ately, and thepr it would
\ ~ be
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: t
wbe beyond the Prince’s power to mthdraw

her from the afylum (he had chofen. She
tefolved, therefore; to diffemble, as well as
fhe .could, the acutenefls of her feelings,
hoping by this means to elude the vigilance
of her father, and obtain a private intervicw
with Jachimo, who might alfc be uble to, tell
her {ore particulars refpe@ing the birth of
Sigilmeond.  S:ill fhe could not prevent the
infinuated conjeéturer of that unhappy youth;
that all might no* be preciftiy as the Prince
had fated it, fro.a difturbing her mind with .
fomething like a flutter of_ hope, though
e check.ed the intruder with all her powers,
fenfible that to have it cruelly blafled, would
double cven her prefent fuﬂ'ermgs —Con-
{fcious thut, now this id=a had again prefented
1tfelt to her, fhe mult not continue to ru-
minate in folitude, fhe fummoned all her
'refolutlon, and rather befoure the appomted .,
time went down to the perlour. |
She found the whole party aflembled, of -
whom fhe had yet feen only Pigliani, her
conductor; - he was the foremoft to haften’

to
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to fupport her trembling frame, wliile the
moﬁc exqu ifite pleqfurc llolhened in his ex-
pre(ﬁve and beautiful features ;—the counte-
nance’ of the Prince declared his approba-
tion of her conduét, and he himfelf arofe,
and prefented each of his guelts to her with
dif’tinguidﬁhg mdnefs. : ' :
Overcnme with the exertion the had made,
the funk into a chalr, and l’tg'xam affidu-
oufly endeavoured (o recal her wandering
{pirits. Tbe.cncu'nf’mnce of his 2 acquaint-
ance with her bave h1m a rlght to . addrefs
her in a foftened voice, and with an air of
intereft which hlgh ly oﬂ'enued the impetuous -
Valenti... - . ;
It was not dxﬂicult to dlfcover, even had
not their names bePn announced, which
were the intended sandidates for her favour.
Pigliani, gentle, attentive, aud infinuating,
feemed fecure of the prize, and carelefs or
his rival ; while Valenti, hot-headed, fu-
rious, .and impetuous, appeared determined
to fnatch the victory from his competitor,
and was equally inattentive to the will of
Agnes,
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Agnes, or the very evident preference the
Prince gave to Pigliani..

~ If the foul of Agnes fickened at the ten-
der attentions of Pigliani, the fhuddered at
the unceafing gaze and unqralified admira~.
tion of Valenti, whom his father, the Count
Ubaldo, in vain ftrove to check ; ne avowed
his pric= in the conteft for the hand of the
Lady Agnes, and declar=d the ftruggle more
glorious thar. that at Olympus, ‘where heroes
contended, and nations adjudged the prize.
Even the Prince compaflionated the feelings
of his' daughter, and ftrove to relieve ner
from this troublefome admirer.

~ The_Signor Vitalba,.who had long ob-
‘ferved her with profound and undeviating
attention, now :';ppréaehﬂd her, .and’ fought
to engage her in converfation ;—his manner
apparently free from defign, his age equal to
that of her father, the gertlenefs of his
voice, and tbe ferious f;le of his conver-

- fation, induced Agnes to liften to him with
lefs diguft than to either of her young
lavers.~ :

.

= Valenti
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Valentx beleld” the approach of Vitalba
thhout emdtion, but Pigliani was vifibly
dlf(_:oncerted at.it ; he fixed a fteady eye on
the very inexplicablc countenance of Vitalba,
which preferved the fame unchanging placi-
dity in his dx{courfe with the lovely and in-
teref’cmg Agngs, as ever _diftinguithed it in
his conferences thh .the Signors ; though
thefe often turned on, {ubjeéts which: called
forth all the eager f,.ﬁ“ons, all the. impetu-
ous emotions, of his cornpamons —As Agnes
liftened with fore compl: cency to this new §
fr1c:1d, Pigliani’s countenance blackened
with jealoufy and anger ; while Valenti feem-
ed coolly to laugh at him for feeling any ap-.-
prehenfion of fuch a competitor. = This
painful fituation cortinued till they were
fummoned : to - ths focial board ; ——Agnes
would moft wdlmgly have retired, but was
not permitted, and being led by Vitalba to
an upper feat, -nas con{’cramed to rernam

- during the repaft. - ‘ Tk
As fhe viewed the various counterances
around- her, the recollected the: fupper af.
SR ; the

H
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the table of the banditti; and thought fhe
could read as terocious characteriftics in the
faces of many of her prefent aflociates,

¢« Alas!” thought fhe to herfelf, ¢ that
evening, while it yet exifted, I thought my-
felf nearly as miferable as it was pofiible I
could be—and now, how gladly would T ex-
change’ my prefent hopelefs fituation for a
period when‘defpair d'd not fo wholly pof-
fefs my Lofem.—Nothiug now can help me
~—nothing can ever ,again- give me a gleam
of happinefs. ——T :hen thought it not im-
poffible but' future events might coricur to
put me in’ pofleflion of all my withes ;—now
1 turn from fuch a poffibility in wild defpair, -
nor have I even a hope of peace but in the
; graVe, where oply fuch wretches ‘as myfelf
~can forget their forrows.”
" Loft in thefe mournful refleétions, invo-
i l.untary tears ftarted to her eyes, and fhe .
was endeavouring’ to retran a weaknefs
."'ﬂle was confcious would offend her father,
heedl=fs of what pafled around her, when
a rfudflenv,{-tumult at the table caught .

: her
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her attention.« Shc looked up, and beheld
the fedtires bf her father convulfed ,with
rage as hic fpoke,to an attendant befide
him. : b o

¢« Why knew I not this before?”” ex-
claimed the Rrince, in a voice of tiiunder
e wh) Wa3s® I not 1mormed when ﬁrf’t you
difcovered if #”

¢ My Lord,” i‘cp]}ed the trembling me-
nial, < we feared to irform ycu while we ;
had any - hopes of recmering the  fugi-
tive ; but evcry outlet h. s been carefully
watched, in vain.’ '

¢ Ye knew not the outlets,”” \vociferated
the Prince; < but ye. fhall: fuffer for this.—
Here, Benedetto, take thefe fellows, and '
. confine tuem till you know my pleafure ;—
- but mind, if t’xey efcape you, your life fhall
_ pay the forfeit:”’

Agnes hﬂmed, and trofted that it'was
of Sigifmond they oke; who had then fhe-
hoped effected his efcape. - She knew not
what advantage he propofed to himfe'f ¢ér
. her from the enquiries Le was gone to make,

. ‘ bt
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but at any rate he was fr=C, and (he trxed to
 rejoice that {ke was no longer in danocx of -
~ beholding a being whofe forrows fhe was lefs
~ equal to fupport than her own.
The “Pri ince, who had difmifled his at-
_tendants, now caft his eyes or. the enquiring
countenance of Agnes ; and wilhing to dif-
cufs with his fncnds the unexpetted flight
of Sigifmond, he told her fthe might retire
to her aparfment, and when he again want-
~ed her, he would Jummon her to his prefence.
. Agnes obeyed wi h readinefs ; and as fhe was
crofiing the great-hall to gain the ftai.cafe
that led to her apartment, (he {aw her friend
 Jachimo making figns as if he withed to fpeak
to her. Looking round, and feeing that fhe
was alone, he ventured to approach.
< Lady, > {aid he, in alow voice,  when

can limpart 10 you the c1rcum{’cances I pro-
 mifed to relate £ |
< Alag 17 faid Agnes. ¢« ] know not—I

am c]ofely watched, nor dare ¥ truﬁ Lau-

: retta .

- 86 Many



‘REGINALD. - s aey

= Many thmgs, refurned _}achxmo,'

- ¢ make"'me with to renofe this confidenze
 in you, Lady ,—I|W1{h you could fix an
honp !l :

¢ Where is Laurctta now ¥ faid Agnes.

¢ She is now below with the famil ly2%

rephed Jac:h.mox “ byt fhe wdl not i’cay
long.”

Jachimo "3

“ At any place and hOJr you will ﬁx,
Lady; 1will not fail

¢ Stay,” faid Agnes, recolleftiag herfelf
< to-morrow _morning, - w1th the early dawn,
I'will walk on the terrace.’ :

P

7 4

. We fnould there k2 liabl~ to obferva~ X

tion,” faid ]achlmo, £ beﬁdes, the Prmcc

goes to the chace to-morrow, and I am to

/ attend him.”

RS Well then,’ faid Agnes, we-after the.s ;

famxly are -all retired to reft, T will meet

you in this hall—I can eafi ily reach it frqm : 4

©my chamber thhoat any difturbance.”

VOL. 05 et AR < To- !
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¢ I fear fhe is a I<1n(1 of fpy on me,” s
, plied Agnes 5 ¢ but i ycu will wait ror me,
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“ To-night then,” faid Jachimo, and .
bow'ng ‘refpeCtfully, he retired, and Agnes
"fought herown apartmen®. The lote events
{o cruelly important, bhad almoft driven
from her mémory the promifed communi |
_tcatio'n of j:chnmo ; but now ue had, ncalled'
: Jt to ber mind, ber former wifh ¢o learn the
' particulars of her mother’s ftory recurred for-
cibly.  She reached her chamber, where
Lauretra foon appe.red ; and, loft in the va-
¢ riety of her refletions, Agnes paid but little
attention to thy. girl’s talk, till at length a
W ord ftruck-her, and the {aid—
© - < What was"that, Lauretta > 4
~ ¢Only, Madam,,I was a faying it was
very ftrange how the young Signor, could
- contrive to efcape; only nothing is firange
- in thisold caftle.” ‘
. % What young Signor?”” enquired Agnes,
_willing to be fatisfied i Sigifmond had
s really regamed his Iibeity ; ¢ and why had .
he been confined 2”7 :
-+ * Nay, Madam,” ‘replied Lauretta, “ he.
was. not confined—that is to fay, not like a
| ° prifoner;
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prlfoner., bu't my “Lord the Prmce had de-
fired him to Pcay in his own room awhile for
fome rafons, anc‘l in the middle of the night
Spigno and Federico found his room emptyy

’

and the doorsyof all the haunted rooms

thrown.open.”’

¢ What blfinefs had- Spigno and Fede-
rico in his room ip the middle of the .xight Pt
afked Agnes. -
T Why, Madam, .:y Lora the Prince
Afent them to him with a 11eflage ; but they

were {0 terrlﬁed tofind all .he haunted Tooms-

open 7
¢ ‘What tale is this of haunied rooms ? =
faid Agnesy ftriving to diflemble her more
acute feelings. . : £ A

¢ J.ord, Madam, nave ydu never heard

 that that whole fide of the caftle is haunted ?

Why that’s the reafon itis fhut up, and no-

body never gces into it, only lately this

young Signor Sigifiaond has fleat in the laft’

room. of the fuite ; but who would have

thought of finding all the doors thrown

i s Bt Luasy oPen>
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openf—To be fure the ghoﬁs hav= flown
away with him ! 1

¢« Very likely,” faid Acrnes, tre.nbling
.with agitation.

¢ Aye, Madam, no woncer you are f{o
-~ frightened.—Lord, Madam, why onz night
Federico, going in to make up the fire for
the young Signor, could not fee him, but
{faw the next room open; and a ghott all in
armour, brandl(hmg a fword, and fuch a
blaze of light roud him ——but‘do not men-
tion thls, Madam for Federico never told
nobody but me; for he fays my Lord the
Prince is.aldays f.o/ angry to be told of the
ghofts—and now he wen’t believe that they
have run away with the Signor Sigifmond.”
~ ¢ Anddo yo1 believeif, Lauretta ?”” {aid
Acrnes. :
Rss SOhnids] Madam, that I do, rephed
Lauretta ; ‘why where elfc fhould 'he be
gone ? for Soigno fent zll the fervants in .
the caftle this way and that -way to watch
all the entrances, but they never fee him go
 out at never a one of them ; and to be fure

& the..
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the ghcﬁs have ‘taken him for his vvmked-
‘nels, in darmor to- be in love with his Wi
fifter. :

At}efe words, thus openly uttered,
~ Agnes fell inte {ucceflive fainting ﬁts, in
which sfhe contmued fome time, until her
fcattered fenfds were soufrd by the indignant
voice of Prince Rezzonico near the door of
her chamber ; he opéned it, and with fury
- flathing in his eyes,lex"uiai‘medu:— '

 Where is this unwort 1y daughter, who
confpires againft a father that confults her
“happinefs alone in all he does ?”2
Agnes, amazed, demanded what fhe had
done. &

¢+ That pretended 1nnocence,” replied the
Prince, « will not impofe on me.—It i
known that you nuft have affifted your un-
worthy brother to efcape, fince there is but
one outlet that has not been carefully

watched.” :

A moment {ufficed to nerve the {oul of
Agnes foa degree of firmpefs. (he little Tuf= -
pected herfelf of “prfiefling, and fhe was..'f*
: e 5 3 b gomg

Aty
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going to fpeak, when the Princn again
exclaitaed— , ;

¢¢ But perhaps he is eve 1 now bewiidered
in the intricate windings of the patiages—I -
will go myfelf, and examine the labyrinth §
and in the meanwhile, Carficci, gua d you
~ with care. this traitrrous daughter i’

The Brmce then ordered his attendants to
bﬁng torches, and unfolding the door through
which Sigifmond haa fled, left the Monk in
the apartment wif 1 Acrms ——~(,4x ucci endea-
voured to ‘harangue the Lady Agnes on the*
peculiar cxrcum?ccmces of her fituation, but.
the was incapable of even feigning attention, ;

~and befought him to defift. To filence him,
however, was 1mpoﬁib]e, and ke reafoned
with her on the ; ‘mpropsicty of countua&md
her father s will, by her withes to go into a

cloifter.~—She ‘muft be convinced, he faid,
. that it was neceffary to facrif.ce her i impious

~ pafion ; and 1s the ftruggle muft -either way

. be equally fevere, it behoved her to fulfil at
leaft one duty, and ‘obey the commands of
her parent_ihe would then have the com-
fort
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fort of re;ﬂe&mg that by fuch condu& his
blefling would attend her through life. , -
Oppsefed th‘ inexplicable anxiety,
Agnes lo¥t every word of the holy Father’s
‘difcourfe; and irembling with fear left the
Pvrince’s,fusrg%ﬁion (hould be true, and Sigif- 2
mond fhould fill be -wagdering among the
' windings of the labyrinth, fhe kept bér eyes
fixed on the eventfuldoor, and w aited with
a racking impatience th~return of her father.,
Iﬁmutes iccrr‘ed as- hours ‘while fo import-v. :
ant an event nurg on th ar 1ﬁu<_,,and {he:r
traverfed her chamber inan agony of mind
the prefence of Carucci was. urable to:re-
prefs. ~Again he preached patience and re- -
fignation-—apgain {et before her the mavniﬁ-:'
cence, the rank, ths ‘wealth, and,  as he. 5
argued it, the happine(s. that awnited Tt
compliance with the will of her father ; ;—but
counfel fo mifapplied and fo ill-tix ed, feems.
_ed only to. mauden her brain:; nd {he -Ie-.
plied, with fome afpcnty—-, :

.“ I ‘beleech »»»ﬁfc@gg, ffgf)‘e‘nQQOJrfelf v
this trouble ; STt ,‘me,g«f}‘@me

B

A 4 E4 & ito
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to profit by your endeavours—time may
@ perh: Aps fmten the violerce of my feelings, -
but :

“ 1 am forry, Lady Agnes,” replied
Carucci, “to {ee you fo cor.tumacious in re
fufing to liften to the foothings of piety and -
philofophy ;—you difcover'a temper I did
- not erpeét from fo gentle a countenante,

and, T muft fay, a,'difpoﬁtion wholly incon=
fiftent with your wilh tor, a monafticlife.—
Do you think yu would theie be exempt
fromh remonftran: =s to which you liften with *
Ao much impatience ?—The voice of Keli-
gion and Judgment is every where the fame ;
“and ‘the greateft advecates for conventual
- feclufion would, were they to hear all the
particulars'of the cafe, allow my arguments -
‘ ';"to be juft.”. ; ‘
o this harangue, Agnes had not appear-
ed even to liften ; anxious cnly for the .re-
turn of the Prince, a. theuland dreadful ideas
" rufhed on her mind.—Sigifmond had told
. Her hat his life was fought, and the rage of
the Prmce on his evaﬁon, feemed to corro-
; borate» '
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borate the aﬁ'erhoﬂ and alfo to give fome=-

thing Tike f’mbllltg te the conjectures & gif=
mond&;l attenfpted to infinuate, thatall

. v [ L0 e
“was not Wecilely ds fhe had been informed.

Why, if the Pouth were really the fon of

Rezzomico, why was'he o eager to keep him

« confined 2 -With what giews had thole two

men vifited hisgchamber in the dead of
night >—Could a father be acceﬂaxy to the

tnurder of his own fon’?‘——-Was it not rather
fome one whofe rights " iYterfered ~with his

‘own, whom Feiniiads 4 deﬁroy P Yet

thé ftrove to check thefe horrible fugge{=

tions, by the remembrance thdt Rezzonico

was reall y her fathers, of that ‘the could not?
entertaln a ' doubt. Y’et another horrible

+ idea, m fplte of her cndewcurs, would flafh

on her mind —Should the Prince meet

with the wretched youth il wandering in :

thofe intricate path what thould preven

plithing his dreadful will, and for ever anni-
hilating ' the claims of Sigifmond ? 'Thofe

E§ onn e RGeS

{7 him From now, th’lS very morient, 'accomi. :

two men'who attend=d him, weve the fame’ .

¥
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that had announced to him the efcane of the
youtL, and probably the very Federico and
Spigno mentioned by L:uretta—th.cy had
the countenances of murderers |—7 erhaps at
that very moment they were plunging their
daggers into the bofom of their vitim—per-
haps leavmg him, mangled but yet furviving, .
* to end his exiftence in thofe gloomy vaults !
~ —The idea was too d.cadful—fhe fickened,
_turned pale, and faiated ;—but a few mo-
ments. however, elapfed ere the recovered
the full confciounefs of her fituation, and
in another quarter of an hour, fhe heard.
the' returnidy foot&eps of Rezzonico. She
~ftrove to fummon all her fortitude to meet
what fhe had to enduxlge, and eagerly watch-
=d the appearance of ih: Prince and his fol-
' lowers. :
S he door opened, and fhe beheld three
countenancesJ pale, Wrathfal yet, as fhe
~ feared, with a gleam of malicious fatisfac-
~ tion on every feature ;—ftrongly illumined by
" the glare of the torches, fhe thOngkt ‘the
conntenarce of the Priace the moft ferocious

6 | T fhe

At
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fhe had ever feen ; fhe ‘t‘fxought {he read in

it that be was juft returned from deftroying
his \e..gw-creatulé—perha_ps his fon | —The

drawn ayggers they each carried, added to

their terr&ing appearance ; and when they

were within' the room, and. the door care-
fully guarded; Rezzonico gazed on the face

of his daughter, and demanded in a voice of
ftifled rage, what punifhment that daugh-

ter merited who revel'=d againft Fer father’s

known will > adding, he’ fuppofed (he me-

ditated her own efcape p-.xt.

Agnes, with an undaunted air, enquu'ed
if he had found him whom he fought? -

«« Of this at leaft be certam,” replied the
Prince, in a voice of thunder; you will
fec your minion po more—I will at any
‘hazard guard yov from  the perpetration of
the foul crime you meditate.” ;

« It is,” faid Agnes, < my moft feernt
wilh fo fee that unhappy youth no more,—
You wrong me, Signor, by your fufpl- :
cions.’ oy ;

=

B6 ~ «Did.
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4 Did he not’ efeape through your apart=
~ment ??> exclaiiried the Prince.
"¢ He did, my Lord » 1zplied Agr.s.
¢ And how came he, and with v nat view
came he into your apartment > -iked Rez-
zonico, with a look a fiend .night have
gloried in.
¢ Let me rather atk,” faid Agnes, with
all the firmnefs of confcious innocence,
¢ from what deftiny be fuught to fly 2
.A momentary p:lenefs croffed the cheek of
Rezzonico, but 11&was {fucceeded by a fluth
of dOL.ble indignation,
¢ Utter got another word,” exclaimed
.tbé Prince, ¢ but leatn in. folitude ~and
filence to repent thofd already fpoken.—I
- will not remove you from, this chamber, be-
caufe the avenue to efcapewill bat tantalize
you with the iinpoffibility of availing your-
felfof it ;—but light and fociety you enjoy no
more till you come forth the »oluptary wife
-of Signor Piglani, if, after this conduét,
he {til’ deems you worthy of his love.”

“Lhefy 4
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Then  agaie examining the faf’cemngs of
the.door he’ ordexied the windows to be fo

clofed ®s to exclu)ie even the fading twiligiit;f

which now f{preading over the face of
the ear\flxgmd taking even Lauretta away,
left his, wretched daughter in total folitude
and darkaefsa—External objeéts, however,
could little aﬁ'c&: 2 mind fo wholly occupied
with more 1mportant conceras, and Acrnes,
was {carcely fenfibfe nf the dcprtvatton of
hghl yet when fhe refefted that in the
long hours of night that fwere approaching,
fhe might have explored thofe' paflages, and
fatisfied herfelf that. Sigifmond. had really
efcaped, fhe lamented the lofs of what alone
could have affifted Ler in fo arduous an un-
dertaking. .

S nYeab 2 i{A1d fhe, ¢ to what end do I -
wifh the'efcape and life of that unhappy
young man ?—To live, is defirable ouly
~-when we may hope with life to_enjoy happi-
nefs—but that is for ever out of his reach 4
and at this early age, he dies 1nnocent and
virtuous, for Heaven is too mercxful to im-

4 gL . pufe
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- pute tc him the involuntary crime of loving
- me.—Thefe events are beyond my power to
“xbntroul; T muft therefore fubmit to ‘my

fate with refignation, if my prayers will en-
able me to. attain . —Forgive ore, Heaven,
 the foul fufp1c10ns I have conce.ved of fome
whom it is my duty to refpect ; aad forgive
me the with that tne [ame murderous inten-
tions may extend to m~alfo !” >
1n reflecions fuch as thefe Agnes paffed
the melancholy tours.—The evéning was
not far advanced, tand the could not hope for
the relief of fleep i in the agitated ftate of Ler
mind. - Dayand mght were hencerorward to
~bethe fame to her 3 for fhe felt that ber con-
finement would end onlly with her lite, if the

_ termof it depended bn her voluntary union
thh Piglidni. ~ ° %
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¢ TIs it notow t e hour, -

»

¢ The holy hor, when to the clbudlefs height. -

¢ Of yon farr’d concave climLs the full orb’d moon,
¢ And to this unether world, in folemn ftillnefs,

¢ Gives fign that to the liftening eal of \Heaven

& Relxglon s voice fhould plead ?>——Tha very babe» :

#¢ Knovs this—and, ‘cha 1ce awa_lc“d ‘bis little hands
¢ Lifts to the Gods, and on his innocent couch

-

¢« Calls down a bleffing,”
. MAsON’s CAkAi:TAcus.

DISMALLY did the Lady Agnes pafs the .
fucceeding hours  as fhe heard them an- .

nounced. by the tolling of the caftle-clock :

REGINA UDS. ) . 0 By
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~ yet the withed not for day, for day would

bring with it frefh pcrlecutions ; and if (he
: could

“+
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could but have perfuaded herfelf that Sigil-
mond was not now wr'fhing under wounds
inflicted by the hands of his father’s emiffa-
ries, fhe would have endeavourer to recon-
cile herfelf to her prefent fcua’ion.

Eleven, twelve paffed heavily on, and
the falling to of the great coors of the dif-
ferent apartments below, {feemed to announce
that the inmates of the cuftle were retiring,
to reft.- - £ind now not a found was heard ;
Lauretta’s ideas of the caftle being haunted
by unquiet fplrlt“, returned upon her mind, «
, and fhe felt the power of folitude and uark-V
nefs, added to the confcioufnefs that it was
night, operate upon a mind not habitually
timid. She recalled.the conference {he had
once held with him v1o was now loft to her
- for ever, on the re—apparance of departed
fpirits 5 and fhe remembered his 1dea, that
they would only be fuffered to appear on'an
occafion really 1mportar=t——ro prevent, or to
punith vice—to encourage, or reward virtue.
Im; ortant events feetned now hourly occur-
1ing ; but fhe fawy no- how any {upernatural ;

inter="
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mterfcrence codld hiften or retard them, at’
leaft-swith refpe&: tp herfelf: The thercfare
ftrove tv. difmifs lflars {o unavailing, and
tried to fis\ her mind on the promifed com-
munication & Jhchimo, who was probably
even.then waiting for her in the great hall.
She pitied his feedlefsstropble, and wilhed
- it had been poffible to apprize him of her
confinement—though tecollecting (lat that
had probably been donc-by Labretta, fhe
hoped he was not there\ expectirs her. -
* But all her endeavours to ‘ix her thoughts
on wnat he had to difclofe were unavailing ;
fears indefinable took pofleffion of her feel-
ings, and fne expected to fee thadowy forms
flitting alofg. the profound obfcurity of her
chamber—a thoufand times ‘the imagined
the heard -_ﬁghs and low groans, and more
than once fhe ftarted on fancying fome
vbemg rafhed paft her, whofe mngs roftled
in the air,
She threw herfelf on her couch, but to
Alumber was impoffible. At length her veal
fuﬁ'ermgs chafed thefe ‘deal fears, and, over-
: powcred ;
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powered with the confioufnefs of hopelefs
mifery, fhe wept and fiched in bittersefs of -
{odl; then feeking from/religion that com-
. pofure fo difficult to attain, fhe threw her-
- felf on her knees, and {p.nt ‘ome time in
earneft prayer.  After this, finding her {pi-
Tits calmer, fthe laid down on the couch,and
at lergth fell into an unquiet flumber ;- the
1deas that had pofiefled her waking, haunted
- her fleep, und ﬁ;e fandied herfelfin th 1e great
hall, Liftening t dec‘hlmo s promifed tale :—
fudden! 'y he deglared it nelefliry, in order.
to confirm the truth of what he was relating,
“to lead hek intd fome of the deferted apart-
ments of the caftle; and in her way thither
the ﬂumb led over fotnethlno and fell to the
¢+ ground, Asher hards touched what had
caufed her fall, (he percaived it was a human-
" body, and ‘examining it by the light of
~Jachimo’s torch, the ditcovered the features
ofStgrfmor*J 5 then ]ookmg up in Jachlmo S
" face, he 'was ‘changed to Prince Rezzonico,
who fharply upbralc{mcr Lier for the concern
fhe ducqvered told Mer that ‘he had mur-

dered
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dered ng\{'n;aond wita his own hand, te fave
“ her from ‘the dreadful effe@ts of her guil ity
paffion. ' She was then fnatched from the
{pot, and fond herlclf imone of the ruined ;
rooms, which 7as wholly darc; but the was
informed by Jachimo, who was again her
companion; wheie the was.—In a moment
the room became illuminated ; and looking
round to difcover the caule, the beheld in a
ftroag light a martial dgvve, clad 1n comn-
plete armour, who tarned or her a mourn-

.ful countenance, and faid; ir a low VOICE—
¢« Unuappy child, thou fufferelt for thy pa-
rent’s fault 1 and inftantly vanilied.—As
fhe was retu.ning, fhe met again her father
1n the winding paﬁ’ag\, waere {he had ftum-
bled over the body of Sigifmond, and he,
with a ferocious countenance, feized her by -
the bair, and exclaimed—:¢ Foryour fake I
have murdeéred Sigifmond ; now obey me—
thisinftant give your hand to Pighani, or 1
plunge this dagger in your bolom !”—She
had juft ftrength to exclaim—¢* Strike ! A
when fhe fuddenly awo'te in extreme agita-

; tion,
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,tion, and fearmg to c.ream agaia, arofe and
flowly Itraverfed the room ; but the recol-
le&ion of the horrible: c'ircurn(’cances of the
vifion overpowered her, and fb : trembled in
agony.—She feared left hur f7.icies were pro-
- phetic, and Sigifmond was indeed murdered-
by the hand of his father. So long and fo
_earn=ftly did fhe dwell on this idea, that fhe
- almo® expefted his {pirit would come and
- announce to “he:, its deliverance from the-
- troubles that !iad fo long and fo cruelly op-
' prefled him. :
. While the thus rummatcd and watched,
" fhe hearc a fpec1es of low murmuring noife:
jr ,,beyond the very dong. through which Sigif-
mond had. efcaped Her fancy foon trans-
% formed this noife irzn the groans of ‘a dying:
perfon, and fhe now believed that the youth,
not wholly murdered by the remorfelefs hand
of the mece, had drage>d his limbs back
 to the entrance of har chamber, there to
breathe  his laft figh! She  placed herfelf
-~ clofe to the door, and hﬁened earneftly, but
-coulcl h.ear nothmg dxi’cm&ly, and after a
. LAl g et while
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while all was filent.—1Ia an agony of dlﬁ:refs
that fhe could not examine moré narrowly;
into this fingular éircumﬁance, the endea-
voured to wi*hdraw the bolts of the door;
but they refifte 1 ey ery attempt of her feeble
and trembling fingers ; fhe formed the pro=.
je€t: of making her voice heard, but this
idea fhe inftantly relinquifhed, refle€ing
that the was wholly unceitain who miz*-* be
beyond that door ; ruffians might lLave en-
tered thofe paffages for the wor ft of purpofes, .
~and fhe might expofe herfe]* to the ‘moft
dreadful fate if fhe difcovered herfelf to
them. Fears of every varied " kinG affailed
her; and while fhe yet lingeréd and ll&ened'
-at the door, the caftle-cleck ﬁmcktwo

«« How flow the hoars rafs with. the
wretched,” thought Agnes, < and how many -
have I yet to wait, ere any one will approach
to break this dread“ul folitude!” .

Again fhe liflened, for founds, but none
met her ear, fave the murmuring of the-
- wind, which. fighed- at intervals through the

3 wmdmg paflages of the caftle.—~-Her fancy -
wag

? oy
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_was 1n fo irritable a ftate, that it often tranf-
fr-med the whiftling cfthe guft-into the cry -
of a {pirit; and finding herfelf relapfe into
a degree of horror and anguifa almoft in- -
fupportable to human reafor, fhe again had
recourfe to prayer.

While fhe was y=t on her knees, her room
_ was fuddenly and momentarily illuminated
{l.. &arted up, expefting to fee fome ter- :
rific figiire who waight appal her- very foul,
and recommeunding herfelf to Heaven, look-
ed anxioufly round.—A horrible crafh of |
-~ thunder inflantly convinced her what it was
“that had fo alarmingly enlightened her,
charnbcr the rain poured down in torrents,
the wind roated alinoft as loud as the thua-
der, which roll=d in fach repeated add dread-
ful peals that fhe thought even among the
Alps, fhe had never experienced fo fevere a
ftorm. 'The echo from hill to hill rever-
berating every crafk, made the thunder
found inceflant, and the vivid llghtmng

fiathed horribly through the crevices of her
~ fhutters. s

£

Agnes
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Agnes ﬁood aghta in the midft of her
apartmeht 41&emno to the dreadful war of
elements; when a nearer noife alarmed her
{till more : Jomeththg like the clanking fall
of armour ft\nnad her, and feemed to be in -
her very poom, —Aftera moment’s thought,
fhe concluded that it mpft be the piGure of
her father, loofened from tlie hook which had
fupported it and fliento the groun” .

Direing her fteps®by: the found ‘to the -
Apot, ihe found her conjesure right, and
offered up her grateful tharks to that Being |

, whick had preferved her fv om {o lmmedxate
a danger. . Sl

In an mt*n al of the:ftorm, however, {hc
heard the r101fe in the fccret paffage renewed
with more violence than syer; fhe even

- fancied that {ome at‘ack was making on the
door into her room. ‘

< Yet,” faid fhe, ¢ for what purpofe

fhould any one fleal into my apartment by

that concealed entrance, when I+am ‘here
defencelefs and unproteéted ! And, if my life

: . ‘be

A

X sy
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be thxrﬁcd after, an eafy. and not unwdhng

b8

In a little while longer, it feemed to her
‘that a part of the edifice bad fallen ;- and,

from the found, “he concluded “hat this had,
occurred in the building beyond her room. .

“The noife - was tremendous, ard in a few
minutes all the mhabltants of the caﬁ‘
were roufed. - She heara voices and foot-

fteps, but none apprcached her door ; and

* fhe welcomed with a %ind of gloomy defpair
the idea that fhe thould te left to perifh
among the ruins of the edifice. 'Whila the
yet indulged this horrible {uggeftion, the
 outer-door of her chamber was. unlocked,
and Pigliani rufhed ifs. -

¢ Fairelt Agnes,” laid he, < allow meto -

fave you ?—The caftle totters to its founda-
tion, and the ruin is already begun in the
. outworks beyond your a.partment*'” And
advancmg to her, he too™ her hand, and
would have led her forth ; but her feet re-
fuffd to move ; fhe apprehended the knew

net
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not what of treauh=ry or deﬁgn, and Ihe
faido+? 3%
-« Signor, I am’ a prlfoner here by my
father's orders.” .
~ Pigliani \axd‘ no longer to hﬁen, but
c}afglno her 1n his arms, bore her away from
a part of the caftle which feemed dosined
firt to be deftroyed.—Her fpirits '\holly>
vovercome, Agnes ¢ould only exclai—
¢ Ts the. Prince fate - —C'my me to my
. father.” : R

‘ Every one is fafe, Lady,” replied "Pig-‘
lianiy < and I will conduc you whercver you !
demaad.”

As he bere along his almoft fainting: prlze,
hox\eve‘, he could not Sorbear prefli no hcr
with ardent tendernefs to hi befom, nor im-
printing on her pallid check a kifs {o vehe-!
ment, that it roufed Agnes from her flate of
Heblhty, and fhe inufted on being releafe d
The humlhty of u's contrition” myight have
atoned for his offence, could he hav» been in
the eyes of Agnes any thing but an ObJe&.

IR OL T F i cwe af L
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of dlfgu{t and (hc waikea havghtily on-

ward. : :

-« Where is-the Prince, Signor 2 faid

fhe. X AL
<«In the great hall below.

)

replied Pig-

Tiani, ¢ to which I mean inftantly <o conduc
.you ; but let me firft obtain your pardon.”

¢« You do not mean to detain me here,
Siul’]()x, * refumed Agnes, ¢ till I have pro-
“nounced it ?”’ : :

Awed by the dignity of her manner,
Pigliani again .noved forward. Th ey were
now very near the ball, when heagain turn-
ed, and bent his knee to ‘Agnes. :

¢ Once more, Joveliet Agaes; let” me
implore you to forgive a fault caufed only by
an tucontroalsute palfion. “Oh Agnes ! give
me but a hope that 1a the decifion, which
will foon reft with you, I fhall be more fa-

~ voured than Vailenti.”

: o Sigior,” faid Ag‘aes;'_“ there is one way .

by which you might fecure my eternal gra-

titude, and more you muﬁ be convinced is
4 F not,
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_not, nor will be, ir. the power of thls brok~cn
heart td beftow’” :

“ You may cemmand me to do any
thing,” rcplxed Pm'h:ml, [hll kneeling,-* but
to relinquith you.”

- ¢ Then I havedone,” replled Agnes, «I

have no mcre, Sir, to, ﬁy-—lead me to my -

father.” =

¢ Faireft Aoneé,” refumed Pig""‘_i;co-.
vering her hand with ki”es, ¢ I cannot now
tully explain -myfelf; but remember, that
though choice will be permitted you, abfo-
lute refufal will not.—Mine or Valenti’s you
muft be—Tonly begto be of the two the leaft

i

hatéful to you.—Did it reft with me to give -

_you full and.eatire liberty," thould you,
could you fue in'vain 2 —N~, T would doom
myfelf to mifery rather than accept fo very :
reluctant a hand ;—but this is not mine to

‘give—all that i in my power, I folcinn,ly_ :

{wear to do; and, from the moment I have

received your faith at the altar, T will leave .

you perfect miftrefs of )ourfelf and truft to
LR S tl-me,
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t?..'ine;, and my tender aﬁ‘L&'ion, to win from
you fore return of mn‘mmt}

A loud clap of thunder at that moment
ftartled Agnes, and (bt befought him to -
{uffer her to fecic her fatlker; for with on=s
“hand he was grafping -both her’s. while his
other arm encircled her flender waift, and
was gtuduaﬂ) drawing her clofer to him ;
yet 7= anair {o reipeétful, that it appeared
as if his encrgy wee forced from him againft
his will by the ardour of his feelings,

.« Heaven,” refumed he, ¢ in that awful
fom;d‘, :ﬁ‘t°’-”t" my truth, and ratifies my oath.
Speaky’ &c;.ti:ﬂ'_ Aco“ —I afle but for pre-

ference over Valenti.

now *hat to'your
wounded bofom both muft be hateful se=but
traft, 1 be‘c-:cn you, to my promiles.—You
will find Valenti more impetuous and un-
controulable. —Speak, dearelk Agnes, one'
word, one whifper, {o low that no ear but
that' of love tender as .aine fhould catch
it BB i _
¢ Oh Signor 1” reph d Aones, “ defift T
entreat you. ——How can I promife preference ;

who
L ) o
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who know no with bLrt to die——v'ho have nb
Hope but to be releafed from anguifh I am :
unequal to fupport.—Lead me, lead me fo
my father 17 .
- The ghattly p“encia of Ler countenance
made Pigliani fear fhe wouid faint, and he
bf—*)cd 1er eurnest requeft, whilpering as he
moved forward with her, while he forced her
~ to lean on him, forinde.d fhe was u'm‘““ to,
Aupport herfejf— -
PeeiiYiess lovelj arbitrefs of my fate, I wxll
obey you without referve, without further -
requeling a promife that wduld give me all
T can tafte of happinefs.—1 know I have no.
chance of tcuching your heart——yom fr 1end-
thip was all { afked,” e e
‘He now opened adonr, ard led the half- ;
fainting Agnesinto the lar ge hall, where allthe
Slgnors wereaflembled, except Vitalba—a cir-
cumftance to which they all {eemed inatten-
tive, though Agne. m{’cantly remarked it.— -
The Prince obferved her languid countenance,
‘and offered her wine to recruit her exhanfted’
“frame, whl] he gave the moft libera) praife t6*
RRE : P;oua.m
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- Pigliant for his ready excriions. for the Lady

‘Agnes.* Valenti, burftirg with envy, beard

" thefe praifes, and his countenance fcowled
- gloomy defiance at his rival 3 nor could

Agnes deny to ner own Leart that there .
could be no competition betwecn the “two
Siguors. 5

s

Valenti, hot. headed, ‘violent’, and un-

S guard ,;c;t1aye.d ¢very {ymptom of the

worft difpotition : ks countenance was arvful,

- though. his impetuous youth now made him’

ungdarded but his eye proved him capable
of every exertion of malice, and of the .noft
unabating revenge ; his manners, rude and

~unpolifhed, {poke him at once ‘vage and

untaught ;—while P:gliani joined toa bean-
tiful face and gracefu! perfon, the charm of
the moft elegant mannezs, the moft uniform

_trbanity ; tender and refpe@tful, he felt and

practifed the delicacies of Icve, and the gene-

. rofity of his promifes proveq him tohave fome

foul to have been capable even of imagin-
ing fuch- conceflions.—1t was evident too,

: to which of *he canc idates the Prince moft

- LR * leaned,
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leaned, if that cxrcpm{’mncc could have had.
any welght in felete rmmmg io.uupo"tant a
choice, : sl AL

Ere Agnes had sbeen long 1n the hall,
Signor Vitalba entered : his.countenance be -
trayed dif_appoihtment, and but little notice
was paid to. his, appearauce. The Signors .
were all drowhing in wine..he remembrance
of the terrors that had driven them from
their,beds, and Agne~ {aw with diguit that
the Prieft, Regolo Carucci, had nothing of
the Prieft but the habit; that he gave into
the fame excefles, and indulged the fame
intemperate gaiety as” the others.—Pigliani,

«as he paffed her, whifpered to her that he. -
would not now diftrefs her with converfa-
tion, and joined the gentlemen, frequently,
however, regarding her with eyes of mmgled
pity, refpeét, and tendernefs ; ror could (he
help obferving how much more refined were
his manners and galety than thofe of his
companions,

@HAP.
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5 4 The deep-ton’d th..ader roar o
¢ And fcanng lightnings fy!
&8 The angry Iyivit.of the fake i«
{24 Da(hes his dark blue waves
£ £ And rMes in'foam {
SAYER,

s e

&gf HILE t‘?e ady-Agnes remamed in 3

‘ﬁtuation of fo muich conffraint, it was her

with to have kept apart from any of her

vcompamoms, and fhe fel't thankful for the

forbearance of Plcrhanl, xamu for the delicate

_addrefs with thCh he contm’ye\d to prevent\
~ Valenti from approachmg hef';w,amd {faved
; ,’from thcfe t\'ro, lhe uﬁened Wiﬁi“‘rlefs Te-

o 1uéta.nce

~

)
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lu&ance to tle' ferioas ﬂnd “unafluming con- .
verfation omenOl Vitalba, who placéd him-
{elf near her, and fbught to lead heratten- -
tion from” the fubjeﬂs that fo mournfuhy
engroffed it - e {poke on’ topics of fenti- -
ment, of:li temture, of ﬁ.e.mg, and Avnes,
Who felt'it Der duty te detach her mind aS'
much as po(ﬁble from S'Glfmon:] llucned
with complalfance, antl ftrove to intereft
hetfclf in a converfation fo fuitable *to her ;

i
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« Genera.l habits 5 nor did the xrnmcdlatcly per-
ceive that Valenti chofe to refent, in a very
unbecoming manner, the conduct of Pigliani, -
till high® words at /the tabie att ra&ed her’
‘notice.  She faw the youth burﬁmg with' 23
' paffion, accufing Pigliani of employmg un-,
fair and ungentlemarlike artifices to win'th
af'Lé‘tlons of the ldy, while he re[’cr‘zﬂued
him from availing himfelf of open and. hh ‘
nourable opportunmea 3 concfudmo ‘with an_ 2
oblique hint thav the conteft betWLen them. -

had batter be r]ecxded by thc fword, wmchv;s ;

g

wouH quxc&‘y (hcw who beﬂ mf-*uted to ‘ob
tain the PrHZe. P s A s
e ki vle e T eSO
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£t 'meaﬁpe not ail merit,” return:d
Plglmm, difdainful lly, ¢ Dy a brutal courage
which dares face danger and=death..—Never-
thelefs, ngnor, I do not object to meafuring

fwords with you, except on the -grounds-

that the lady has'a right to declare her pre-
ference, and that the idue of a combat might
chance to depme her of him leaft odious to
“iher.”

Valenti began .n a ferocious tore of
voice, an anfwer which would probably have
robbed his adverfary of his felt-command,
but that the Prince interpofed, in a voice

which mf’c’mrly fmpofed fmbcarance ‘on the

- difputants.

<¢ No more of- thls" exc]mmed he ; < this
‘hour fhall pyt anend*to debates which have
‘too Tong difturbed the peace of my fociety.
Agnes is prefent, and fhall 1mmedlately an-
nounce her choice, to whicn I expeét both
will fubmit w1thout a murmur.—Agnes,
. come hither ! % !
; "iremblmg and overwhe]med Agnes arofe
from her feat, but he: tottering limbs re-

fufed

-
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fufed to {u pport har, and (h\. fank down
_again i extleme agitatjon ; (he made, , how-
ever, another and a more f{uccefsful e‘fort
to rife, but the Was wholly unable to ap-
.proach her fathar, L s |
«. What childith weakne(s is this 2’ faid
the Prince ; S <t But no matter, you can hear
me there I‘here is not/much to be faid,
for you are not.now toflearn, Agnes. that it
is neceflary to make a “trong aad refolute
effort to conquer the untortunate _attach-
ment you formed in ignorance of your real
fituation ; and painful as I feel it muft be to
you, yet, my child, the cmicmaine& that
you are fulfilling the firft of your duties—
obedience to your father, will fupport you

through the trial. Mor Ao J condemn you,

to a miferable lot— I give you your choice of
two men, either ‘of whom the faireft and
nobleft lady might be proud to -accept.— -
You are fair and  roble, Agnes—but your
‘heart is not difengaged ; yet are thefe two
cavaliers willing to overlook this capita. ob-
,Jeftion, and to abic: by your decifion.—

s i e Y o Speak
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-Spr*ak then—-‘no offence aMall be taleen by the
rejecred candidate ; and cemember tha atit is
eafier to make one vidlent effort which
fhall comp]etely effect YOI‘JI' D\urpore, than to
work graduall y for years to®undermine the’
ill-placed edifice of your former affection.”
“ Pardon mie,, Sim” repﬁed Agnes, “ if

1 declaze that the heart of your daughter is
free, - " lutely free flom ‘any improper at-
tachmeht ;* but at Qﬂe fame tlme it is for evér
dead tos all feelings of love.’* As faras re-
fpects myfelf therefore, no good end will

. ‘be anfwered by ‘fo terrible an‘exertion ; and

with refpe& to’the gentlemen, it is impof-
fible a being, healtlef;s and foullef% as I am, :
can inf any way conthbute to theJr happl-

»'/nefs e _,__- ce v

¢ T have lgeard you, Agnes, Hrep lied the

‘ Prmcx, € with the utmofL patience ‘and at- .
tention, and now 1 repeat y pofitive com-
mand that you - this momeut make your

: ele&loh ‘Father. Reoolo fhall “ inftantly
unite you to the man of your choice ; and
all mmmurs, all reorcts thall be for C\(Cl ata
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an end. -'—Sp;:'ak,'ﬂgnes——ma,ke your choice.
Ndy, never hefitale—]I am refolute; and this
hour fhall behold you the wife of ome or
other of thefe cavaliers.” »

¢« Impoflible |’ exclaimed | Agnes, and
funk iufenfible on the couch. &

¢ Thelg artifices rfhaH not avail,”’ thun-
dered the Prince, and roughly pullmg her
- from the feat, fprinkled water o... ..cr, and
fwore with many violert oaths that fhe
thould obey him. RO

Slowly recovering from a ftate fhe wxﬂ:ed' :
4o have confinued in for ever, Agn‘es fa.ld
in a mournful voice— *

¢ I with T coulds obey"you, my LOrd S

¢« Could,” reiteraied he, ¢ you fhall obny
me+—1I atk but cae worde -Pigliani or Va-
lenti ?—but by all that’ s facred 79 go not
. hence unmarried I”? ‘ v

Here a low moamng noxfe cauovht then‘i»
ears, and they were all for a time filenced.
The Prince was the firft who 1ecovered from
‘the urprxfe this circumftance occauoned ;
and he recovered ouly to reiterate his orders

: B
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" to Agnes, who, pale and cffiglited, funk in
another, fainting fit at his fe~t.—Signor Pig-
- liani now ftepped forward, and befought the
Prince to {pare her for the prefent,’ unequal
as fhe evidently was to fupport his vehe-
mence ; and Vitalba joined with an earneft-
" nefs of fupplication which at length prevailed
with Rezzonico to poftpone, till the morrow,
the cho:_~ > had detenined fhould be de-
cided that night : an¢. wnen the wretched
= girl agam opened her eyes, and eagerly
fought again to clofe them in that infenfibi-
lity which alone afforded her a refpite fron
perfecution, her two interceflors approached
her, and haftily informed her that the (hould
undergo no farther houvble
L€ But till ta- naorrovrx only,” exclalmed

- the Prmce, < w1lI 1delay tke conclufon of a
circumftance that has occafioned me fo much :
vexatxon —Retire to your clmmber, > added

Shes addrefﬁnc his_daughter, - the ftorm is

“over, and there is no more to fear ;—but re-

membcr, I will allow of no further triﬁmg 5

~to-morrow you rauft announce your eleGion,
: g “or
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or the lxl:ferty,ofchdﬁng will be refufed you,

and*® 1ome other method muft be taksn to

decide the dlﬂ'erence - g

Agnes endeavoured to curtfey to her fa-

“ther as fhe rofe to leave the room ; but her
enfeebled limbs would not fupport her, and :
Pigliani and tha.lba 'whln had retired to a

fmall diftance from her, flew at the {ame in-

ftant to affit her.  'Valenti fto. sullenly

aloof, {cowling refentment- and ‘indignation,

Agnes, thanking Pigliani with a grateful -
look, accepted the arm of Vital ba, and wil-
lingly withdrew from the prefence of her

father.

Signor- Vitalba condu&ed ‘her with the
utmoft tendernefs acrofs the great hall; but
fhe was fo much fhagen by the perturbation
fhe had had to endure, that fthe was again
near fainting. ~He befought her to. fcat her- -
felf till the was a little recovered, and in a
voice of fympathy enquired i there were any
thing he could do to ferve her, requefting
the would tax his abxht) to the utmoft.

11 ;‘l\‘];s,



112 \ ! REGINALD.

L erce A lagas S mmr" repiied fhe, ‘-‘thOup;h
1 am<noft gm,tleful foryous offers of afift-
ance, it feems impofiible T can avail . myfelf
of them; fince there appears no method of

_eluding the pofitive will of my father.—1

have only deferred for a felv houss tae trial
wluch yPt muft co Ciesrabd ho‘v I fyall {fup-
port it T am udable to imagine.’

¢ brom’ me, Lady ‘Agnes,” refumed

Vitalba, ¢ you ccn nave nothing to fear—

will you put yourfelf for a time under my
care ?—1 will convey you to a cloifter, or to

- whatever p]ace of 1cfuge you fhall deem re-

fpe&able and inviolable ; ; from whence you
may make conditions for your retorn to the

- rank and ftation yop ale fo well fitted to

adorni? i U A
¢« 'What, Signor,” inte‘fpofe_d Agnes, s

_ it to quit my father’s houfe you mean ?—to

make conditions with my father |—Alas!
Signor Vitalka; }ami indebted to youf kind
intentions ; but your fecling for my forrows

~has led you to foro ct the lJmJts of plopnety

R A ' niee T
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. I admire,”’ replied Signor Vitalba, < the
2 dehcacy of your fentiments, and acknow-
ledge that iny plan- is not fuited to a lady
whofe fenfe of decorum 1s {o-exquifite ;—
butat leaft allowv me to .emonftrate with
your father—+o reprefent to him how ne-
ceffary a cersain portion of timeis to recon-
cile you to the change in all your profpe&s,
and to requeft for yot an extenfinn of the
period ?” T

« If, Signor,” aniwered Aones, 3 your~
rhetoric could prevail on my father to fuffer
me to retire into a Convent, my utmoﬁ:
wilhes would be gratified.— Of huppinefs on
earth I have no hope, and what would fo
fweetly heal the wounds of my heart, as the’
balm of religious exerrifes ?” :

¢ To this projeét,” anfwered Vitalba, .
‘<1 fear there would be no cnance af ob-
taining the Prince’s confent, as his ambition
and his tendernel. would both be fo highly

gratified in fecmg you the helrefs of his
honours.

o« But.
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<. But, Signor,” faid Agnes, ¢ can no
other means oe found of g.atifying thofe

feelings ? the.e 1s an-

other 2 ‘ :

¢¢ Dear- Lady gnes,” refumed Vitalba,
m a foftened tone, * the eftates and | 1000Urs
o, Prince Rezzonico are fuffiz ien® to endow
two noble families.—The cavaliers, one of
whom be propofes to honot.r with your hand,
are both:of -them m=n o. fufficient birth and
merit to grace the fuicher rank to which

this union would exalt thém, and your fa-
~ ther would have the fatisfaCtion of attach-
- 1g to himfelf a firm and affetionate friend,
~as well as of aggrandizing a man. of merit

in his fon-in-law, atd alfo of feeing the

bulk of his e{’cates' deicend in lineal {uc-
ceffion.” '

Notwithftauding the dehcate promptnefs

with which Signor Vitalba had feized her

meaning with regard to Si~ifmond, the al-
lufion to the circumftance agitated Agnes fo

~mucl. that' fhe was ouhged to break off the

conference, and requcfr to retu;e to her own

\ i rvem,
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room, to ,which Signor Vita‘b.a\condu@ccd
her with all ptflible tendprne{ of manuer,v

and, having exprefied her g gratitude to, ‘him

for his fympathy an her feelings, "and his
intend=d exertians in her %@vour, fhe clofed

her door,, and threw herfelf on her ‘couch.

Here a violznt agony of tears {aved her fror.
again fainting ; and fummoning all her re<
folution to her aic, the {trove to arrange her
plan of conduét for the arduous trial the was
to undergo on the icorrow ; but notwith-
ftanding her efforts, the more fhe contem-
'plated her fituation, the more her heart re-
coiled from the clection fhe was called upon
to make, and fhe almoft repented having re-
jected Signor Vitalba’s offer of withdrawing
‘her from the violence of her father, and
placing her in the {anCtuary of a Convent.—
She felt that filial duty was cexrtainly one of
the firft duties inipofed on every human
‘being ; and to h.r, throughall the early part
of her life, filial piety had \'gone hand in
hand with 1nchnat10n, and fhe had four.1no
' pfeafure
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i l/eafme fo 1eat as in ohe Ing her amiable
P g b

mother. i ,
 Yet very feeble,” thought Agnes, “is

- that virtue that can only fhine where it has
. mo difﬁculties to encounter. It is now I am

Lalled upon to thew the ftrength of my prin-
c1p1e<-—to prove [ have that firmuefs within
me which can withivand even a ftrong temp- °
tation “a d2 wrong.—3ut alas !” continued
fhe, ¢ how can I'be fure that I am right ?
' Did not-the whole conduét of my beloved
mother prove that fhe was averfe to leave
me under the care of my furViving pareLt ?
—Would {lie have felt an _unfounded pre-

Judice #—And am I not, therefore. juftified
_in eluding the orders of one whom it is plain

‘he was unwilling to rely on 2
Not long, however, could Agnes con-

tinue “hus to reafon with herfelf; the agita-

tion of her mind rendered ner fo ill, that the

- morning faw her) unable tu rife’; and the

Prince could {carcely be refirained, even by
her fver, from compelling her to detlare
her choice :—but the un:ted folicitations of all

i

e e the
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'the'Sionors, in which ‘now even the impe-
tuous - Valenti joined, procured for . the
WmmMAmmdmm&ammmfﬂmi
days. - 3

Delirium and danger uccecded and for
fome time the drooping Agnes hevered be-
tween life: and deatl h,” uhconfcious of tune
. relief that 1eemed to offer itfelf to her for-
rows. When at .ength the began to recover,
extreme debility had fc-llowed the fever and
delirium; and Prince Rezzonico being told
that her life was ftill in the utmoft danger
if her mind were fuffered to be in the {malleft
degree agitated, condefcended- to pay her
avifit, and to promife to refrain from every,
exaction that difcompofed her, till fhe
fhould. again be perfe@tly able to difcufs the
partictlars of her fituation. She even flat-
tered herfelf fhe faw in the flern counte- -
nance of the Priace fymptoms of paternal
tendernefs, that led her to hope he might be
prevailed on wholly to ‘difpenfe with her
obedience in this particular. This “ope,
addced to her youth, and nOtural good cons
ﬁltutlon,

REGINALD.
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- fitution, aided her recovary ; and Lauretta.
was petmitted to talk to her, and try to
amufz her.—Agnes enquired with intereft
into the occurrences below ;— fhe hoped that
the cavaliers might have withdrawn their
claims, convinced as they muft he of her
mviacible repugnance ; but fne found that
they both continued at the caftle, and that
everv thirg remained in che fame fituation
as before her illpefs , : '

¢ Only,” added Lauretta, ¢ that there is
a ftrange perfon here at prefent, who is not
often feen, and who when he i is feen, nokody
~“knows ; ndr cansany body difeover where he

! lodges, nor how he is fupported.”

. 4% This is a ﬁrapoe hiftory, L.a.uretta,
faid Agnes, ¢ and ‘has, I {uppofe, as much

~ foundation a: as the tales of the ghofts you ufed
to a=~-ife me with.’”> :

¢ Nay, Signora,”’ replicd Lauretta, ¢ you
may laugh, but this is indeed true ;—all'the
fervants have feen him, and he keeps his

- face concealed in a long wrapping cloak he
wears, and tlwey ha"c endeavoured to tell

ey
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my Lord, the Prince of him ; for old Bene-
detto *fays, e is fure it is the_gh(_)_f’f of
Ghiberti, % fervant that my Lord the Prince
{pirited away, for being attached to the young
gentleman that’s efcaped.”

A pang firuck deep to the heart of Agnes
at thefe words ; but,diffembling her smu-
tions, fhe faid— '

 What do you méan by being f'muted ;
away, Lauretta >—if tle Princ: difcharged
Ghiberti from his fervice, and thepoor man
is fince dead, that is no reafon why his ghof’c
fheuld come here.”

£ Ah Madam ! faid Laurctta; ¢ Ghi-
berti was not merely difcharged from my
Lord the Prince’s fervice. Every body’ s
perfuaded that he was either conﬁned ir;
_ {ome dunguon, or put to death.”
¢ Thefe are impertinent and imnroper
-, conjectures, L aurctta,” replied Agnes ;
¢ your . fellow-Zzrvants have no right to
vent fuch opinions, and it-is more faulty in
you to report them to me.—If Ghib rtis .

- imprifoned,



'20\ 3 REGINALD.

Jmprlfoned dppend on it he commltted >
fome ciime that deferved it.’ ' 4
¢ His crime, Signora,” anfwered Lau-
retta, ¢ every bedy faid, was nothing more
than being defirous to belriend that fine
young gentleman that was kept in the haunt-
‘ed rooms; and I am fure, if that young'
Signor was fon to my Lord ‘the Pfince_, as
peonle fav he was, it was a fhame. to fhut
him up iz thofe Tuined apartments,. with
nothing but ghoits to heep him company.—
Why, Signora, there’s the Knight in black
armour, that burns himfelf to athes every
‘Mid{ummcr-night, and all the reft of the
~ year is growing by degrees to a’ mon-
firous height, ftalks  about thofe. rooms,
clankmg his armour, and groaning fo ter-

Sy TIDlyE L e .
‘. Aones fuffered Lauretta to talk, in order
480 dxﬁxpate the perturbation fhe felt at every
mention of Sigifinond ; no~ could ine Judge
whether Lauretta was fimple or malicious by
the .aanner of her converfation. ' At length,
~however,
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however, . interrunting her narrative, fhe
faild— - ; e
‘¢ Probably this {tranger, who occafion-
ally vifits the caftlc, is this fame'Knight in
black armour.’” 2 £
“'Iam fure,” replied Lauretta, I wifh
then we cculd:catch him, and we would
burn him to afthes to fomé purpofe.— But he
lives in the caftle, Madam, for “he -
gates have név_’er beeu op-hed, and he could
not creep throngh the walls, you knw.”
“ Not unlets he were indeed a ghoft,
Lau-etta.” : ; ;
 Well, Signora, you may one day or
other repent laughing at thefe things—there’s
only one.ot them below that has ever dared
to {peak to: this f’franger," and -’"“rthlat"s
_Jachimo,” e SR
- The name of Jachimo recalled a thousand
remembrances to the heart of Agnes, and
the determined to meke an effort to {ee this
man, who could tell her fome particulars of
thofe early fufferings of her mother, tnat
YOLq ITT. G : i had

-
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had gradually conduéed her to an untimely

grave, and fhe faid—

< 1 thould be curious:to queftion jaclnmo
about this ftrange being—could I {peak: to
him, do you thiuk, Lauret.a ?”’ :

- ¢« Oh Lord, Madam!” anfwered Lauretta
qu:ickly, ¢ I do not think Jucniao wouldan-
fwer zny queftions you would put to him;
fo: le ig a very furlv fellow.—I am' fure we
are nohe of us-ob’gea to Signor Pigliani for
bringirg him home to the caftle.—Now I

think on’t,” added Lauretta, ¢ DIl tell
Signor Vitalba of this ftranger—he’s the
moft courteous of all the Signors, and often
{peaks to me as he pafles me, 2nd Pl cer-
tainly tell him myﬁélf.” ,
Wenried :witk a-converfation from which
fhe cou'd gain nothing, Agnes exprefled a
~ Wim to go into the air, and Lauretta pro-
pofed her walking on the ramparts ; to this
her mift:efs confented, aud: throwing der veils
over her, fthe took Lauoretta’s arm, and
moved. flowly towards the ramparts. She
- had hoped, in going down ftairs, and crofi-

\ ‘ ing
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ing the great hall, tc have bad an oppor-
tunity of feeing Jachimo ;* but fhe fouad
there was a door that opened on the ram-
parts from the corridor with which her room’
communicated.

The pure breath of heaven revived her
enfeebled frame, and the hailed the beams
of the fun with ardour and'delight. As fhe
came to the perfoxatrons 1n- the’ wal,, Muae:
for the purpofe of mouctirg cannon in-
times of ‘danger, fhe ‘fent a Iciging
look to the. country . beyond where per-
haps lLer Sigifmond was “now wandering a
miferable de{olate exile ; but srom this con-
templatxon 1r was neceﬁary to withdraw her
mind, and fhe moved fcrwards Alowly and
feebly, when Lauretta -ulled’ he. att~ntion -
to the court below. : el

“ Look, Lady,” faid fhe, ¢ there istne - .
very ftranger I fpoke of-—and fee, if Jachi-
‘=29 be not talking to him.”

Agnes looked, and beheld 4 man feem-
" ingly advanced in life, wrapped: in' a dark’:
coarfe cloak, with which ‘he car. fully cofn-

* G 2 i« cealed
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cealed his face from fight; but though fhe,
fele extremely infereted in  this circum-
ftance, Agnes pretended to pay little or no
attention to it, and affc&ing to becold,
rather quickened her pace towards the end
of the rampart, ftill however keeping in view
* Jachimo and *he ftranger. When fhe had
- reached the ena of the walk, fhe {eated her-
"1l on the parapet, and defired Lauretta to
fetch hérancthes wrapper, for that the air
was a0 ﬂnnp for her.

¢« Had ‘you not better return to your
',cnamber then ?”’ faid Lauretta 3 “you will

catch cold fitting here.”

1 muft refty Lauretta,” fald Aones,

<€ and the air revives me—1I fhall remain
here antil yorr rewurn.”
. Laurctta tardily and unwiilingly obeved,
orten looking back to fee that her miftrels
~ remained where fhe had 1eft her, and with-
‘cut ma¥irg gany exeition. ‘This cir rcumilaney
lCOLlVI“CCd Agres that (he muft not truft
Lauretta, fimple and affe& tionate ‘as (he ap-
~ peared ; aad the moment the girl had entered
£t - ¢ .' the

> ~

|
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‘the door at t.hé oppofite end of the rampart,
Agnes uttered albud the name ot Jachimo.
‘He looked up, and made a refpeéttul bow.
<« .Oh Lady !” exclaimed he, <1 with .
~ mpre than ever ta fee you—-when can )ou
permit me an interview 7 L
¢ Can yoa «come to my anti-chamber At
night ?'" afkedfAgnes 3 but,ﬁemg Lametta
returning with more {pead than (he had et :
out, (he drew back from the edge of the
wall, and obferved thav Jachimo, following
- the dire€tion ‘of l#r eye, had remarked the
_Te-appgarance ‘of Lautetta, and contented
him{elf with a bow in token of com.pliance. :
With, this ,half- appomtmcnt Agnes was:
obiwed to be’contented, and remained fome
 time longer on the ramoarcs, left L.luretta.
fhould i mu-vme {he had had any plan i in fend- !
ing her away. ‘ : A
Jachimo and his Lompamon foon after
«auitted the” court, ¢nd, Lauretta exhauﬁed
herlelf in conjeGures re{pe&mv who and
what he could be, and what buﬁnefs;’bg
could podibly have to come to the cai}/’le in

y G 3 /f that
“: 3 : % ,ﬁ, 3% i
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any fettled topxc, feemed anxious to get
away, yet afraid to prqpofe it, until at length,
as night approached, fhe Teminded her mif-
trefs that the had lately {uffered feverely from
- illnefs, of which ffie was by no means reco-
vered, and recommended early hours.

‘<sY ou may recolle¢t, Lauretia,” replied -

Agnes, , ¢ that 1"‘.Slept this atternoon, {0
that Tiam pot in a brry ‘to go to bed.—
‘What areyou about at chat door ?”’

s¢ T was examining, Madam, whether the
* late frorm had at all'injured the faftenings ;
for they fay there wasa deal of damage done
in the paffage beyond 1877

s dr1s well 1emembered faid Agrms,
fmiling, ¢ to examine the. f1{‘cen1ngs ‘now,
~-when T have been here for feveral days with-
out thmkmcr of them.”

o $iP g lVIadam, replied. Lauretta,
Chs whlle you were ill, I thought of nothing
in' the ‘world but ‘whefhe. you would or
would not recover.—Iufed to be {o afraid of

you. dying, for then T was fure your gho{’c

would always haunt mdit

¢ You.
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<« You neéed , not ‘hwve feared that, Lau

retta,” faid Agnes 5 I fhould have had no’

7z

reafon to periecute and alarm you.”

¢ Oh no, Mada{n, not you——but your

g‘xo{’c

¢ You have a. ftrange idea of a ghott,
Lauretta,” fard Agnes, 5 and are terribly
afraid of them.” : /

¢!Tndeed 1 am, Maddm,” anfive-=d -I an
retta; ¢ and now I th"n‘lf, on’t, & hope

Signor Valenti won’t dm\, for if he does,

his ghoft will be added to the- numbers that
are afready about the caftle.” : A
¢ Valenti,” repeated. Agnes, why
fhouid yor_apprehend Valenti will die®? "«
"« Tord, Madam,” faid Lauretta, “ Why

;dont you know that Sipuor Pigliani and

- Signor. Valenti- fought together, and that

know this ?—~You never told me.——When |

Signor Valenti is temoly Wounded g

]

¢ Noy? Taid Atrnes, “ how fhould I

did it happen?” : e
¢ Why, Madam, foon after you were

;taken ill 5 ‘there ufed 01ten ta bc very high

-

ke woxds
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words between them, and all sbout your
'L_adyﬂlip; as I underfand; but, however,
my Lord the Prince controuked them for
_ fome time, till at Jength one day they quar-
relled and fought and Signor Valenti, as I _
' tell your Ladyfhip, was defperately wouna-
% g e ;

¢ Ahd Signor 2igliani ?”’ fid Agnes,

- < Oh he is wounded too, Madam, an-
fivered Laurett1. * but not fo bad as the
other ;- —if he had not been wounded too,
he would have iled for his life; for if Signor
Valenti dies, his father, Count Ubaldo,
fiveazs he will purfue Pigliani to the utmoft ;
——for'ymi know, Madam, it is .. fhceking
~ thing for a father t> lofe his onlv fon in a
quarrel of this fort.”? =~ :

- ¢« Say no more, Lauretta,” interpofea
i [ am quiteifick.’2
o ¢ Lord, Madam, then to be fure your .
Lady[hlp is‘in love with Signor Valenti; and

I'm fure I don’t wonder at it, for he is a - '

fwer young rnan, fo tall, and {o handfome,
~ and
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and {o warlike.—I cnly wonder your Lady- -
thip would never acknowledge it pefors.” =
. % What nonfenfe you talk, Lauretta!”
replied Agnes ; “¢ ccn I not be hurt at being
the- occafion of a4 quarrel, and perhaps of
both partizs lofing their lives, without giving
“occafion for tnefs foolith imaginations?”?

¢ Nay, Madam,” an{wered Lauretta,,
¢¢ there is nothing \hat 7 fee fo foolifh in the
imagination—it 1sa very likely thing tor a

young lady to be in iove with fuch a hand-

fome fine gentleman as the Chevali.. Valeati
—aud then for her to Le fick when he is
wounded ;—fhall I give you fome hart{horn, %
Madam 2

¢ You are impertinent, Lauretta

¢ I am forry for it. Madam—I am fqrc I
do not intend it ; but 1 thouid rejoice the
old Count Ubaldo’s heart if i were to tell =
‘him this news ;- —for he faid to me the other-
day—¢ Lauretta ’ fays he, ¢it would do my
fon more good. than all the furgeons can do
him, if your young miftrels would but be-
kind to him, and cot.cern herfelf about him ;’
GO and



13} & ~ REGINALD,
Sl iowisilien He hears this; I dare fay the
young Chevalier will be, well prefently.”

¢~ I forbid you, however, Lauretta, to
repeat this nonfenfe to. th= Count Ubaldo—
you make me quile angry with your folly,”

« Lord, Madam,” refumed Lauretta,
¢ perhaps all the while ’'m miftaken—
and—-" ' . i

¢ Indeed you are,” interrupted Agnes ;
« let me hear no more of L2

¢« Well then,” continued Lauretta, un-
* mindful or her Lady s orders, ¢ and fo after

all, it is Sizzor Pigliani you prefer.—Well,

there’s no a‘nfwenng_ for tafte ;—to be ‘fure

Signor Pigliani is a yery handfor- - genue-
~man too, though he’s neither fo tall, nor fo-

ftout, nor fo yorig, nor fo rich as the
Chevalier' Valenn 2 e

¢ Be filent; Lauretta!” once more inter-
tupted Agnes; “a while ago.you wanted
me to go to bed, and now ou would keep
~ chattering aii night.—Go, you may leave

me—T fhall' want nothing farther ;—but I

“charge
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charge youf not to mgntion a fyl{able of your
nonfcn{é to any livipg being.” 2
£ VVell I am fure,” retorted Lavretta,
as fhe opened the door, ¢ [ fhan’t men-
tion a fyllable of that, or¥any thing elte to
the ghofls.” ;
The i_x;n}zertfnent loqua'tcitY. of th%sgi.f, =
and the apparent innocemce with which fhe
ftrove to fift the Beart?of her miftrefs, can-
vinced Agnes that the bud received fome in-
ftructions from her {uperiors, and fhe blulh-
ed to think that any body could condefcend
to employ fo mean an inftrument.—Agitated
as fhe was with the idea of Valenti’s s_danger
and Pi- “ani's wound, fhe could no’f\help
\ ‘.opir%that both wers exapgerated Dy the-
artful malice of Lavlrettu-——my perhaps that >
the whole tale was invented by her.—Yet
when fhe recollected - the evident 1ealouly
and apimofity {he ‘had witnefled between
them, fhe coull not but acknowledge that
it was at leaft too probable they had fought ;
“and if once Pigliani was roufed to ver.zance, :
T : ; his

1

A
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his {kill and coolnefs weu'd give hime every
- advantage over his more impetuous oppo-
nent ;—the trembled left Lauretta fhould in-
decd fpread about as facts, the impertinent
conclufions {he hau drawn from her appai‘ent'
concern on account of the duel, and withed
£.. had detained her until fhe bad exated
from her an abfolote promife of filence :
it ‘was now- however, 100 late to regret this,
and fhe tagzn to expect Jachimo.

She heard the clofing of variousdoors in
different parts of the caftle; and though fhe
knew not what- fo expet from the circum-
ftances jqchtmo kad.to impart, yet fhe felt
an mdefcrlbab}e hope that they - ald .-
ford her fome comfort.

“ Yet,” thought fhe, « what comfort.
- can they afford me ?—They cannot make me
- other than the daughtegvof the Prince ; nor
Sigifinond the fon of any one eife.—Nothing
can releafe me from the abfo. ite will of my
father—from the perfecutions I am doomed
to unduigo on account of thefe two gen-
tleman.
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tlemen.—Yet, ul<s | perhaps they may both
fall vitims to their ill-placed attachment —
Valenti may fall by his acual wornd, and
. Pigliani by the vengeance of Count Ubaldo,
and their blood will be on my head !~
As fhe fat loft in thougbt the fame noife -
that had alarmed her the night of the [l_.:=,
feemed to found aga’a in the private outlet
beyond her room. She had learned ‘that
oreat part of the b»ild*ng that way, which
had long been unufed by the family, had
been thrown into ruins by the violence of
the night, and fhe feared lcft it had difco-
: \vered the  fecret pa.ﬂ”age to fome of thofe
Forc - of banditti. who infefted the Apen-
nines, and left the caftle were even now
befet by them - —ye: the reflected that he
‘had heard the fame {ounds previous to the
demolition of the buildings; and the alfo
_reumbered to bave been told that there
were dungeuas in different parts: of the out-
works of the caftle, and fhe began to .ima-
gine it pofﬁble that the noxfe mlam ploceec
: fro'n
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from fome unfortunate wrstch lmpllfoned
near her apartment. ~ After a whilé, how-
ever, all found ceafed, and fhe continued to
liften only for Jachimo.

=

CHAP. VL

<« Alas !:'I‘rh fore beﬁst I—Tet never man
< For'iake of lucre fin againtt his foul.”

’ ; . Howme.

I' 3

: ‘ < -lx 5 5 St
IT" was pafl one o’clock ere a light tap at
he door of. her ‘anti- chamber announced
‘he arrival of ]achlmo, who excuted himfelf
or making her wait: o long, «y pleading -
‘hat he had: only “ftaid untll all the domef-
ics were S m:d 5 -and Acrnes enquired with
,,dlncitnefs wnat he had to communicate ?

rat £ Lady,
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¢« Lady.” faid Jachimo refpeétfully, “be .
feated— my tale will not be honourable to .
myfelf.”

o Sorrow for paf offences,” replied Agnes, 3
&¢ is '1Iways honourable.”

« .1 will not take up your time unnecel~
{arily, Lady Agnes,” faid  Jachimo, £ buc
20 back at once to the prriod when I held
that place in Prince Reszonico’s favour that
Sgigno does now. I wasthen kncwr. by the
name of Pietre ; nor'was my Lord then ar-
rived at the honours he now enjoys—he was
fimp'y Monfieur de Meilcour.—~His mother,
who was an Italian by birth; anc a near re-
lat*~n to " the family of Mirandola, hag-
~ difpleafed -ail ‘her friends: by ‘efpoufing a
French gentleman of independent fortune,
but no rank.—There was an old tradition in j
the family of Mirandola, that the defcends
ants of that race fhould avoid any alhance
- beyond ‘the Alps —Madame de Meilcour'.
_thought fhe obviated the force of this tra-
dition by obliging her lover, before fhe wynld
become his wife, to purchafc a houfe in

: Italy,
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Italy, and to 1Eeﬁdc there.—Young Meilcour
was an uncominonly handfom.e youth, and
_was educated in fri& fociety witu his coa-
fin, young Mirandola ;—aofter their ftudies
were finithed, they entered ihe fame corps,
and every one admired the friendthip be-
~rween the two coufins.—I wus at this time
staken into the fervice of Monf. ae Meilcour,
“and the faily of Murandola were bufying
themfelves to ontan for him fome Yaliaa
honours. which might annibilate the re-

membrance of an alliance tney could not’

cordially approve.—Between two campaizns

the yOu'n' IMirandola tock his friend home

wth him to the Caftle Pontalt®, wh- e
the Mar quis refided, and where he faw the
~Lady Aanes di Miandola, whom her father

had c;ei’tmed for a Nun.  The youug Lidy,.

whn was in'the bloom of health and beauty,
recoiled from her deftiny, aad liftened with
 too'much pleafure to the vows of Monficur

de MC[]LOUT'—IIZ was, however, agrer"‘l be-

tweeli them - that (he' (hould appear to {ub-
P’}lt herfelf to her fathr's will 5 for thic re-

meimnbrance

<
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membrance of the tradition idll influenced
the heufe of erandola, and they did not
think the fge]l was at an end, becaufe of the
_intermarriage that had already taken place,
and of which young Meilcour was the truit,
No particular misfortunes had followed that
union, whicls it f:elns'wgre threatened vy
© the tradition, in.confecuence of any ‘mar-
riage beyond the Alps.—T'he Jady Aones’
then entered the Ccavert, and by my afift-
ance, and a number of ftratagems, my maf-
ter fucceeded in taking her from the Con-
vent.—She withed him 10 marry he'f:vi;;:a'nne-.
diately ; but whether the lice tioufilefs of
bis principles made him diflike marriage,’ ur
whether ue was actuated by a motive .of
revenge towards the iomily, who, though -
perfonzlly attached to him, yet always con-
fidered him as a difgrace to cheir houfe. I
- cannot exactly *l; but certain it is that he -
* perfuaded her ir was impofiible they could
be married in Italy without the knowledge
of her family, and thdt he would oniy. wait
£ill e was out of th ir reach before he mae
S ‘ her
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* her his wife.-—-i'\.‘indcd by. léve, and unable
~ to doubt the honour of a man ‘o whor fhe
- had given her heart, the wnfortunate Lady
Agnes confented to travel with him till 'he
ﬂ*oum judge they were fafe.  3ut in the in-
terval fhe fell a facrifice fo the arts of my
macer—Never fhall T forget th» defpair,
. thegrief of the lovelv creature ;—your ago-
" ‘nies.~Lady, when I recogni.ed in you the
daughter ef ber, of whofe ‘ateI alwaysaccule
; myfe]ﬁ recalled  her mofc torcibly to my
mind.— At tength he proml {ed 0 marry her,
and  employed me to perfonite a Priefr;
but the real virtue of the Lady Agnes in- .
du»’::‘ me to deceive my maﬁex, and to pro-
cure a Minifter, and they were lawfully mar-
sieds whlle he thoup st he was tnumphmd
repeatedly over her honour, and 14 her,
.~ that of the whoie famxly of Mirandola.—Her
father, however, the old NMiaiquis di Miran-
dola, died, and 1t was fupprfed his end was
haftened by the mifconduct of his daughter;,
and in a twelvemonth after the death of the
/ fat-.er, the. new Marqm& who was marued-”'
: ' to
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to a moft lovely and anuab.e Woman, and
who was the-father of one Chlld, wasbefet by .
banditti, and murdered.”
. ¢¢ Horrible I exclaimed Apnes Jd-
~chimo, this tale affeé‘cs your feehng heart——-
you are faint.” . ' _
< No, Lady,”. refuméd Jachimo, ¢s:ikis
i nothmg, but the circimftance was indeed
horrible.—You were not yet horn; T w———
and T was abfent from \ny mafter on another
fervice he had'commanded me or, when he
brutally told your mother that fhe was not
his wife I—He was far away from the place
where the ccremony hadi ‘been performed,
-~d'l Fad all the teflimonials of it in my
own polteflion.—The dear Lady left him,
-and would never fee hin- mors.—Where you |
~were born I knovr not, for, as I faid, T was
abfent ;—but I kept' the certificrtezof ke
martiage, and sow, Lady, I will refign them
to you.—My r .afer, on the fudden death
~of the Marquis' di: erandola, aflumed, 'as
next heir, his title aud honours, and camie
- to take poﬂe[ﬁon £ this. caftle, which wis
, . .confidered
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confidered as t!'ae chief refidenze of the fi-
mily, though Pontalti had ever been the
favourite abode. Here I* again joined my
mafter, and found with furprife that the
Lady Agnes was ‘departed no one knew -
- whither.—I, alas! could too well aflign a
scaufe for her flight, for I knew (he had been
moft crr relly t treated by her hufband; and I
! __:that he had openly, and in the moft
lnhu"na.n mannei urblalded her with having,
no right *o the titles and honours fhe en-"
joyed.—Ina very thort time, however, my
mafter removed to Pontalti, having orde.ed
his fuite of chambers here to be changed—
all  the former Marquiffes having i1habi. 1 .
the oppofite fide of the qtédrangle “to that
now ufed. and the orizinal fuite of apart-
" ments was ﬂiut ﬁp and deferted.—He re~
meined at Pontalti only long enough to have -
the change made here, a.d ordered the
Caftle of Pontalti to be drmolithed, and a
- fmall villa to, be erected in its flead, ‘which
was let to a friend.—I foon after quitted my
ma{’cers fernce, but ¢ t until I heard that
: the .
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the Marchlmcf‘s dx Mrrandma as your mo-
ther uglly waty mnabxtgd the-Villa Salviati,
which had-been built with the nntenals o2
Pontalti, and which had been, as-1 mep-
tioned, let toa fiiend ;—that friend was inueed
the Prince Rezzonico, whofe title and ho-
nours my late: malfter afterwards fucceecc

’ to; on his fitend being a urtimted of treafon,

and his eftates foofeited to the Government,

- The uew Marquis d* Miranglola having been

a principal caufe of his apprehenhon, was

‘rewarded with the poffefion of all he had

forfeited.—And this, Ldy,” added Jachi-
mo, ¢ isall I will communicate at prefent—
all indeed I kinow that relates to your ™ _»
ther.—ivtcre thereis yet to reveal, but that

‘muft be done in a diffe.“nt way ~——May I

future depend on your proteétlon, Lady
Agnes P~—I may hfwe great occafion for it.”
¢ Iam much wpprefied, my good Jachx-

mo,” faid Agnes, ¢ with what you have al-

ready told me.—If ever 1 can ve of fervice
to you, I will ‘with gladnefa, in graiitude.

_fon mefe proofs of ) onourable bxrth whih

. : © you

»
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you have furfpi(hed me with. Yet I wifh to

make fome turther enquiries.—Would my

poor mother had known, ere {h> died, that

fhe was not infamous |—Dbut alas ! that can-

not be recalled —.ne is now a faint in Hea- |
P

¢

ven
< When did fhe die, Lady 2’ enqmred
Jachimo. :

.65 Alas 1 replied . Ag.aes, ' not many
monthe ago !~—But let as not refleét on what
cannot be recalleﬂd.'—-'TeU’ me- Jéchimo, who
is this ftranger whom I faw conferring with

~you in the court-yard this morning?— And
how happcns it, that Prince Rezzonico re-

«ets not his former follower Pictro in his
new\favant JrlChlITlO £ .

s« Oh! as for vhat, Lady,” replied’ Ja-
chimo,  mauy years have elapfed face I left

his fervice, and 1 have undergone many
hardfhips fince then.—1 2 ould hardly know
myfelf again: thofe wha live luxurioufly
: and'delicatélj,'Lady, do not change fo much
as thofe who have co encounter hardfhips
"'1d labour.r—And D W, La.dy, let e no
lonv'*r

L
#
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longer detain you. from your ‘reft.—Good -
night—may Hcaven preferve you!”

¢¢ But, jachimo, you have not ye* an-
fwered my firft queftion refpecting the
ﬁranger who has occafioned fo much cunoﬁty
among the houfehold &

< Pardon mé, Madam,”” anfwered he, :
¢¢ T muft not now difclofq,tflat fecret :(—but
cheer up, Lady—rcly ont the word of a pe*
tent andreformed ﬁnnur—-thu"’ is r*muh good
yet in ftore for vou.”

<« For me, alus! no, Jachimo, .that 1s im-
pofiihle.”
-« Remember, Lady, the,motto of your
hor%? repcated Jachimo, ¢ Be faithful auu
firm ;—jyou are of the Houfe of Mirandola ;
abide by its rule—Be faithful ard firm 17—
And witl. a re(pe&ful bow _L./ci 1Mo &-
- parted.

Loft ina labyriun of vague ccxue&uws, ;
it was fome time eve Agnes recovered {ufti-
ciently to return into her own chamber ; and
when there, fhe regretted that {he had not
prolonged the confereace. with Jachimo:

VOL:Tile e 4 3 He,
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“He, who fened fo well irftructed in the
hiftory of the unfortunate Houfe of Miran-
dola, whofe pofleflions Lad all centered in
her father, whofe whole life alfo he had wit-
 nefled, would ceytainly have been able to.
have informed her of the birth of Sigifmond
—a3d to have had the dreacfcl truth con-
firmed by Jachimo, would, fne imagined,
£~ ever bave annihilated doubt.—L.ong the
dwelt on tuis {0bjc&, and wilhed it pofhible
to recal Jachimo ; his repetition of the motto
—Falthful and firm—which ' fthe had ob-
ferved all over the caftle, ftruck her p-odi-
gioufly.—Could he mean to advife her to be
1 0ful to Sigifmond #—Did he then krow .
- fhat' the circumﬁarices of his wirth would
allow her to be f(‘ ¥—Could fhe continue to
love him without a crime ?—Aad could
Tachimo know- this, and refufe to tell her fo
with all the explicitnes her unfortunate
fituation had a right to- demand ?—Alas!
fhe dared not flatter herfelf that he meant
- to euforce her. ﬁde&lty' to her lover—{urely,
: .1ad he intended to d ’ thxs, cormmmon numa-
g e : nity
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nity would haye obliged him t( give her fome
reafon for advice fo contrary to what appear-
ed her daty.—It. was indeed pofiible that
Jachimo might flill be a tool in the hands -
. of her. enemies ; that he might feek to be-
tray her into the commiffion of wrong ac-
tions ; thoagn’fhe could imagine no motive
- he could have for fuch ,atrocious hypocrify.
‘Who, in fa&, could bé fufﬁcxently her enas
my to employ fucli anlen*‘xﬁ'ar; ?=Of her
father’s principles, though from® Jachimo’s
flory fhe -couid not think them correétly
-gond, yet fhe could not fuppofe them fo
dreadful as tor feek to plunvc her rnto fo ter-
rhle a crime ,—beﬁdes, he had glver. i =
ficient pruuf that he withed nothing fo much
as to feparate her for ev er from S crifmond
Nor could (he conceive any motive any per-
fon could have to purfue {fuch condué.—All
then fhe could - cafonably imagineto recon- -
cile thefe difcordant circum{tances, was that
Jachimo was ignorant of the parti iculars of
her fituation.—Yet now 3 ki

fuipicion
had takcn poflef ‘um%é?fﬂsh 5
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him, fhe wifhed not to fee him any more ;
fhe repented taat fhe haa promifed him her
protection—the might have promifed it to
one who was only feeking to entangle her in
{na:.. that would ICad her to “uin.—5till fhe
repretted that the had atked him no particu-
a0~ of the rencontre between Pigliani and
Valenti ; that event, which for a moment
(he had been tempted to brlieve a fabricated
hiftoiy, related to furprif= her into an avowal
of preference for one or .uc other, was, fhe
felt on furiber deliberation, the only thing
_that could account ‘or the long refpite Ihe
‘had experienced from perfecution on that
{“"ie&. In thort, the conference with this
Juachimo, though it had puat her - potlef-
fion of one ftory cobcrently told, aad which
feemed to taily cxaltly with her mother’s
charaéter and’ conduc, yet had left her 1o
unfatisfiec in other refpe€t  that fhe withed
either that fhe had prolonged 1t, o that it
had not takca place at ali,

~/On her mother s perfecutions and fuffer-

s 1hc Was‘unequakgc ;qmmaty—the mul-

tlplxut}
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tiplicity ‘of ‘forrows . that cpprefled her,
threatened to diflurb her biain, and. (e
, walked to and fro in a vague kind of
reverie  without ' connexicn, and: a'~ sft
thhout confcioulnefs ; whea fqdﬂemy Lier
attention was painfully aroufed by a nom,
evidently in the fecret pafage approaciiing
her door —She heard «ootfteps and  whif-
perings ; and whilé fhe was advan uno for tie -
purpole of exam’zing ti faftenina 2s, about
which Lauretta had been fo Fafplcmuﬂy.
bufy, fhe perceived the door flowly unclofe,
and inftantly fhut toagain. ,
Trembling and difmayed, fhe knew not
wha 1= ., urehend; her heart beat too vio-
]ently for her to form any reafonable con-
je&ure. One moment [ expelied to fee
~‘q return who had that way <fcaped, and
the next fhe dreaded tc be furrouned by a
horde of ruffians. Some minates paffed in.
this dreadful uncercainty; fil' fhe heard
whifperings, and advan-ing clofe to the door,
dlf’tmom(hed the werds, “He is not )et :

come,”’ :
B3 : T,his
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This perfoi, thus acxioufly expelted,
muft, to be fure, be th. principal of the
party.— She advanced cautiouly to the door,
meaning to fecure one or the bolts; but
fhe found the faftening kad been wholly de-
Atroyed, and carried away.—This proof of
treachery in Laur-tta ftung her to the heart ;
it almoft deftroyed .he' latent hope that the
~agntly mvadu might be Sigifmond, from
whom the ‘coula ‘ear ne avil, though fhe
was confeicus fhe ought to behold him no
ore.

Still in fearful fufpenfe fhe ftood, when
* fuddenly it occuized to her that fhe would
. quit the room, and feek fhelter i5 -~ =~ her
from an invafion {o formidable; but her
weaknefs rooted hir tu the fpot,.and the
moment the 2.ttempted‘ tu move, fhe felt <
if fhe incnld inftantly faint.
An increafed whifpering feemed to an-
nounce the artival of tiue expefted perfon,
and in ‘another moment all was filent.—
While (he now gazed in breathlefs horror,
Y the



I
REGINALD, ! I51

the door once more opened,’ and Signor
Vitalba was at her feet. :

« Loveleft - Agnes,” faid hg,l «let me
efcue you from tyranny and oppreflion, and:
bear you'to a fanctuary never to be invaded -
but by love.” And his eyes glowed with
an ardour not to be miftaken. : :

Immediate terror of his purpofe difpelled
the previous weakne& of ‘Agner; and fh= 7,
attempted to fly ; but he {uidenly 10fe, and
catching her ia his arms, bore her with in-
credible {wiftnefs into the dark recefles of
" the paflages, where, when fufficiently re-
moved from the habitable parts of the caftle,
he r~fted with his burthen until his follovwrs
overtook him.

Agnes looked W)ld‘v in the faces of the.
men; Jachimo was not among them, and
fhe felt thankful that he was not conf‘erned
in this treachery. -

Signor Vitalba now ad drefled hxr thh an
uncontrouled tendernefs in his manner that
redoubled her alarms ; and placed her'in a
kind ‘of litter, which he ordered two of In%

BE 4 men
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men to remdve, She attempted to expof-
tulate, but unequal to the etiort, fhe fainted
wboily away ; nor' was her preient tyrant
forry to fecure his retreat while fhe conti-
nued in a ftate of infenfibility. :

CHAP. VIL

¢ And will Heaven fuffer it 2 Will the St il

s¢ That tread yon fpansled pavement o'er’ our heads,

< Look from their fi-its, <1d ¢ beay it 27’
' e \ ~/AsON.

Lo

HOW’long the Lady Agnes remained in
that fituation (he knew nct; but when (he
awoke from her ftupor, fhe thought fhe was
in-a dream. . She was on a bed in a cham-
per Ihe was uracquain ed with, and 3 wo-
: man

\
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‘man fhe had rever 1een bef'orc, but who(e"

face beamed with benevolence, ftood belida

her: She uttered fome wild exclamations,

which her kind r.urfe endea roured o filer... 3
at length fhe enquired rationaily where the
was, and promiled, if 1atisfied in this parti-
cular, to'be ~bedient.: }

<« You are with - frie‘r\{s, Lady,

3

lefted.”

replied.
her attendant; ¢ you fthall. not be mo—'

)

¢ Am I,” faid Agnes, ¢ in thc‘“p’éwcr: of

Signor Viwalba?”’ ;
¢ You are not,” was the reply.

¢« Thank Heaven |—But where then am

117 igaany . i thIEL :
¢ Indecd, Lady, you. “are fafc—be fatzs-
fied.” 4
i~ Ha”’ exclarned Aones, < mrgy I
am ftill at Voltors~—I well remenber that,
withered fir.—Speak, am 1 at Voltorno ¢’
¢« Youare, Lacy,”
<« But you are tafe, my child,’ ,fud a mild
‘benevclent voice, which Agnes inftantlv
knew. . :

‘g 5 ’:.c Oh
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« Oh my Father! my gocd, my revered
Buonafede, let me but behold you!”

He advanced, and extending: his arms,
preced the deligh ed Agnes (o his venerable
heart. ;

5 I am fatlsﬁed > faid Agnes, and 14
- few minutes furk into a fwest and quiet

flumber. She aw ke in a very fhort time
tefrethed and invigoratid ; and as (he npened
her eyes, and beheld the , good Buonafede ftill
befidé Ter bed, The exclaimed—
< Oh! who was that whofe form I faw
: gliding out of fight ?7 :
¢¢ My child, fzid the Father, ¢ what do
you mean ?”’ B s fi v :
¢ Nay,” repeated Agncs, 1 faw fome
other purfor —Oh teli me is it—is it one I
ought never to behold again £’ ”
© 7« ¥ are fearcely awake, my Agnes,
faid Buonafede. \
-« Nay, Father,” replizd the, «I am too
well awake—Oh I Fave tuffered many terfi-
ble realities !—Alas | 'my Fatker, ow-ﬁnond ;
is my brothe |”” ‘and a violent burft of tears
4 J . relieved
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relieved her heart Opprefled’ as fhe was,
howvever, [he diftir&ly heard her fabs an-
{wered by the ftill unfeen form, and ti.row-
ing herfeif in agnny again down on the couch,
ﬂle exclaimed— : ,
¢ It v himfeif—let me not fee hlm—my ]

fenfes will not bear it 1

“ Great have been vour truls, my be-
loved child,” faid Ruonafede, * ind nobly
have you bgrne them; kvt you will be re-
warded.” . . % NS

¢ Alas! Father,” faid Avnes, < the
power of happinefs is gone for ever from
me.” ] :
£ RGO daufrllfu, : replied the
goedd Father, ¢ fay not {o.—Virtuous ex-
ertion is its own rewa.d.”

¢ Oh Holy Father !’ exclaimed (he, << tell
me—tell me all—you know rnucl1 —How
came you here P—lwow was I’ reicued from
Vitalba ?—and w' iy do you talk to me of
happinefs ——Te Il - me all-—-—1 can bear 1t3 in-
deed T can!” :

el . H6 “ You

v
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“ You we e met, anc ra{cued from Signof
Vitalba,” replied Buona‘ede, ¢ and brought
back’ hither.”
.« By whom,”” interrupted Agnes, as he
hefitated.
- ¢ I was of the party,
Father.
¢« But how cam. you to be travelling to-
wards Volcorno ?” demanded fhe.

< .T was coming to par a vifit to Bertoldo,
a dying brother of our order,” anfwered
Buonafede.

« This is not all,” faid Agnes; ¢ who
‘was he that 'wus watching me during my

7

replied the holy

fleep—and why was he here?-". me
quickly, was it not .Sigifmond ?”*
el tivias- fa'd Buonafede. ;
Agnes went in filence, and then adde” —
¢ W= will fpeak »f him no more—if pof-
fible, I will tuink of him no more.— Where
1s my father, Prince Re.zonico ?—I want
to tell him that my mother was his wife.”
£ Hxs wife I exc! umecl Bronafede.

(3% Yes,
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« Yes, I learn® it from Jachimo; and
many more thinzs I have learnt—but my
poor head is bewildered.—Oh Fataer! I

fhall tire you wich my wildnefs ; you'have
" more important ccncerns ; leave me—Dby and
by I fhall be more compofed ;—but I have
the teftimonials of her marriage—1I wili {hew ~
. them to my father, ard hear him ;acknow-
ledge her his true and lawful wifz ; and then .
you fhall take them te Salviati,’ and depofit
them in the tomb befide her mouldering re-
mains.—Would fhe had poiléflfed them be-
fore her déath 1” /

¢ Be patient and refigned, my daughter,”” =
fail Pmonafede ; € your mother is ha}-,py.’x’

 Jamrefigned,” an{wered Agnes ; ¢ but,
my good Father, lzave me—-my- hiead wan-.
- ders—I [hall recolleé myfelf in filence and
folitude.—But- let me not fee Laurctta; fhe
1s treacherous—it was fhe v’ vetrayed me
to Vitalba.”

“ You fhall not, my child,” replied
Buonafede ; ¢ 'the woman you have alreadw
feen, is the only aftendant you fhall haye—

the
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fhe is the wife of a peaart in the neigh-
bourhozd, who n we called to afilt you ”

<. Skeis good,” faid Agnes, 1 am fatis-
fied with her;—bnt one thing more, my
Father— where am «#7 5

¢« In one of the lower apartments, my
‘ waughter, whither we conveyed you for the-
fake of {peed.

She replied in a low voice— ‘

¢ [ knéwvery itrle ot the caftle—I did
not recollect this room .’

~ The holy Father ]udomg that too much
converfation upon fuch various topics, and
every one fo deeply interefting, would only
ferve "o agitate the already feeble Aor s,
bade her farewel idq a fhort interval, and
;Weht’_into the adjominz room, wiere he
found Sigi{mond, who had efcaped, unfeen
through 2 private door, during the queftions
Agries had- .%-d. The kind arms of the
- holy Father were open to receive the youth,
who wept for fome minutes in agony ; then
recovering himfelf, he fald—-

¢« We
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¢« We are not liere to wafte, in ufele(s
grief, momerts that are pregnant with im-
portant events—we are here, my Fatner, to
be faithful ard firm ;— yet do I dread to
explore the depths of this horrible myftery—

Idread left T have indu'ged a hope that, if

crufhed, will plunge me into tenfold de-
fparr.” e !

¢¢ Fear not, my {on,” replied Buonafede ;
<« Zadefki would not hove buoyed yoa up
‘with faife hopes.—We (hall yet. fearch into
the record of the wretch’ s crimes, and efta-
blith all we with to prove.”

¢« The hour approactes,” replied Sigif-"
mou., “is Zadefki yet arrived ?”

“ I know mot,” -aniwered Buonafude 5
“ but it will be as wel! ro keep our council
“cret until-we caa come forward with a con-
fitent ftory, to overwhelm the monfter at
once with the full convictio. or his guilt.”

¢ Oh Heatens I” exclaimed Sizifmond,
in 2 "wuny, < and muft I believe Agues to be
indeed the child ~f a man, {o laden with

'~'v

cringes P2 W , 0 :
¢ That



150 / REGINALD.

_ < That point, I fear, is too firmly efta-
blithed,” anfwered the Father; ¢ but the
s, however, his lawful child, unlefs her rea-
for. =~nders fhe c:clares the has the tefti-
monials of her mother’s uaion, and that fhe
obtained this teftimony from Jachirﬁo 3—
but how f(hall we conceal our ~onferences
from the Prince 2” :
¢ I canairange that,” ‘replied Sigifmond 3
« we will hold our divan in the deferted
apartments, whither no one will follow us.
And come you now, my Father, and let me
fhew you all the cruel mementos of the mi-
ferable Marquis ¢i :Mirandola. * In thofe
“apartments, where I'lLave pafled’ fo .iany
melancholy hours, he ence lived in happinefs
and fplendour- in thofe very apartinents he
- was afterwards confined—and in the vac'-. -
below, 1 tco truly fear, murdered, and. left
to perith unbuied!—Oh my Fatber! the
records ‘of his ‘ufferings, engraven on - the
walls of that turret, wh: :¢h, trom yonder cor-
ner of t‘le ediﬁce, ove: fcoks fo. \a.I’c an 2x-
tent of CO\J”]'[I‘ Xvoull m"—!ke - heart of

: ~marble
1
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marble ache ; judge-then of the effet they
took ou me, fearirg as I did to undergo a
fimilar fate, and, as the event has p.oved,

not fearing wirhout reafoa that fuch afater

* was defigned me.—Even now I dare ot in=
dulge the full extent of the hopes offered
to me—there are fo many intricate circum-
ftances ‘to. develope, fo many witnefles to
colle&t and examine, and Rezzcnico is {o :
high in power and in rart—ne has fo many
adherents, {o many friends %
¢« And you, my fon,” interpofed Buona-
fede, ¢ have Heaven and Truth on your
fide.—Of many witnefles: you are fure—
Zad ki, Jeronymo, Ghiberti are your {aitn=
ful friends ; Pietro too is here, who, though
once a villain, yet row reperts bis former
crlmes, and 1s eager to do you juftice ;—and
this Jachimo, who gave to Agnes tue cre-
dentials of her mother’s mar...ge, may be
-sble to be of fome ufe, and moft probably
— But come, my'

51&@3’&6;‘;719&3.11 toge-

[HCA

‘

b3
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ther our friends, and repair tc the appointed
place—Zadetki may be ere tlus arrived.”

« Oh wy Father,” {aid Sigifmond, ¢ what
- do I not owe to ynu |—You. who (heltered
my he'plefs infar.cy, who befriended my
growing youth, are now, in your advanced
‘ag., come a long j(mrncy from your peace=
ful home, to fupport me in the moft arduous
trial I can endure ;—but we forget the fitu-
ation of< the ? °nerablc Bertoldo.——(,ome,
my Father, let us haften to thofe ruined
apartmentsil {o long inhabited, and let us,
with the keys taken from the dying Feds-
tico, examine into the ﬁtuanon of the
wa.:~hed Bertoldo.” -

They pafled l!crht]y along the corridor,
~and, by various. turpings well known to
Sigifmond, reached- at length the ruined
fide of the quadrangle, Here Sigifmond ied
his venerz'~ friend into the room fo long
his prifon, and from tlhence, without loﬁﬁg .
a minute, tney refolved to defcend into the
~vauls; and open; the"dungaqn xazbere ‘Bertoldo
tm-_onﬁf‘«ted but thc attentio f.Buonafcdc

: et was |
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was irrefiftibly arrefted by the prtrait of the
late. Marquis di erandola, and the trophy
beneath it. ; :

“ Oh my for 1, exclaimed the excellent
‘man, ¢ there can remain no doubt—that
picture would be a {ufficient witneéfs of the
truth, without, the teftimbny of one humwn °
being.—Go on,.my fon; be faithful and
firm, and you fhail triumph.”

“ Yes, fhades of the, {njdred :Fioufe of
Mirandola,” faid the youth, bending ' his
knee, and lookmo around him, but fixing
his chief regards on the portrait of the. Mar- \
quis, “1 will obey your,filent orders—I
will be faithful and firm in the caufe of T ceithi =
and Juftice, and purfue villany and crime
into its deepeft receff>s ;—thongh it lurk in
the hear. of Rezzonico, the fword of virtue
fhall force it thence!” "

A fudden and awful clap ~¢ ... under at.
that inftant fhook the Building, and Buo-
nafede and Sigifmond ‘hailed the omen ;
with redoubled: alacrity they now paifed
tthugl thofe ruined rooms, and while -

! owve
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gavea figh to the remalns or former magni-
ficence, they exulted in ihe hope of reftoring
the rightful heir of Mirandola to his Iawful
roflzflions.

- Sigiimond led the way; he bore in his
“hand the keys which he had taken from
“ Federico, who was mortally woundediin the
combat which had releafed ‘the La I%Adnes
front the ‘power of Vitalba; ands holding
aloft a totch to .galde them through the
. {ubterranean paflages he knew fo well, he
quickly ftopped before the door-of Bertoldo’s
dungeon, and applying the keys, the locks
~gave way ; but the utter filence made him
tear he had arrived tho late. He called to
Buonafede, who entered with the torch, and
they bebeld the pooi viim to relentlefs
cruelty ftretched out on the damp earth,
his emaciated frame cold, lifelefs, and with-
_ out pulfau.. —They wept over the remains _
of the innocent Prieft, who was facrifices
becaufe he knew too much—facrificed to
the fears of Rezzonico, that the very ap-
pearance of Sigilmond would explain . frory

. e
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he withed for ever buried in oblivion, ’I:hey b
raifed between them the inanimate body,
and bore it in filence from.the dung.on.
They gazed on the damp walls, the grating
at top, the chain, and all . he harth apj.en-"
dages of mifery the place exhibited—they
faw the remains of his coarle. food, and (hed
a tear over "1e fuffcrmcs he had under-
gone ! ' _ :
“*¢ Thou art happy, Bertoldm ” exclaimed
Buonafede, ¢ but tihy. ben..volént heart
would have exulted in the reftoration of the
true Miiandola!” and a: he fpoke, he laid
his hand on the bofom that covered that
heart once fo alive to ¢vcry fenlation: a
fecble pulfation met his hand—< He ‘yet
lives | whilpered the good Father, #¢.oup:
~ care may even now reitore him.

They bore him with the gen left care to
Sigifmond’s late apartment, where they
found Zadefki, Jeronymo, anc Ghiberti ar-
rived. Seeing the fituation of poo- Bertoldo,
their firft attention was all devoted to him,
and Zadefki, Laving fo.ae little fkill in medi-

: cine,
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" cine, dlre&ed proper_ applications,  which
Ghiberti affifted in procurng ; and in lefs
than an hour the venerable mzn recovered
fome degree of recolletion. They would
X not {uffer him th exprefs his feelings; but.
recommendmg him to be quiet, and endea-
vour to flumber, they adjcurned into the
adjoining room, formerly ths bed-room of
_the Marquis di Mirandoid.
¢ Ah1” exclaimec Jeronymo, ¢ how
could I forget the penitent Pietro, now
known by the name of Jackimo! Since my
. arnval here in my“difguife, he has been the
only one who has recognized me 3 and he,
Bavipg: _been,the coglﬁdwtzan {fervant of the
villain Meilcour at the period =* the Mar-
quis’s murder,- has much tounfold. As for
Federico, I knowsnot whether he will live
long enoughi, or if he live, whether Lo will
~ have ftreoth to confefs the particulars of
_the deed he atfifted in perpetrating.”
Jeronyrio now left the room, and pre-
fentl; after introduced Pietro, as he had
e refumed his former appellation :—as

: i s PICU'O,
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PlCtI‘O, he’might ftrike terror 1nto the guilty
bofom of his former mafter; as Jachimo,
he had paf’ed him without difcover Ve
“ Now then,” faid Buonafede,  we'are
all affembled—Pietro, yo1 were the .confi-
dential follower of him who now calls him-
felf Rezzonicc, at a period previous tn the
atrocious criaes we are now met together to

confider—will you felate what you kuow of

‘his'conduét ?” A TSRl

“ Willingly,” replied Pietro, “truly pe-
nitent for the part I bore in condu& fo-
wicked, {o infernal1” ;

Pietro then related the circumftances of
Meilconr’s treachery to the Lady Agnes. di
Mirandols, inftancing many particulars of
his cruelty to her, whicii he did not men; :
tion to the prefent Lady Agnes, for fear of
too Jeeply wounding her tenaer bofom by
the recital of her mother’s fuffe ngs ; but
at the mention of her Jawful marriage—

“ I,” exclaimed Zadefki, ©.can atte{’C'
theltruth of that circumftance—I myf{if per-

fornied the ceremony—and the Lady ._e<

o __had

l
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had a right to fhare the honours afterwards
pofleficd by Monfieur de Meilzour.”

« It was during my abfence,” refumed
Pietro, < artfully contrived for that pur-
pofe, no doubt .(mr, villain as 1 was, 1 ftill
felt -much attachinent to my gentle and
lovely miftrefs), that Monfieur de Meilcour
told her fhe was his only by the :es of love ;

. that no legal Priert had celebrated their
union, and tha! he was“>n the poinvt of mar-
riage with another ;—adding, with a liber-
tine air, as.I was informed by another who
is fince dead, but v.ho was, like myfelf, in

‘his mafter’s confidence—that he ftill loved
her, and fhe was welcome to live with him,
and fhare his favours.” : :

¢ And on what account were you abfent,
Pietro 3"’ enqumd Buonafede.

« Alas|” seplied Pietro,, # 1 was fer.. co
Pontalti, t5 {ee whether Federico had fully
executed the burbarous bufinels he was fent

: 'upon 5 and tc explain this circumftance, [
muft r-late every particular of the hiftory :—
Ihe voung Marquls ul Mirandola, whole

‘

( baptxfmal
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baptifinal names were Henry Sebaftian, had
married, previcus to his father’s death, the
Lady Hypclita di Borromeo, ‘of a nolle fa-
mily at' Rome ; this lovely and amiable cou~
ple loved each other wi'h the mo® un-
bounded affe@ion, and Mirandola had ho-
noured his unworthy coufin Meilcour 3/ita
the tendereft iriend(hip previous to i.s trea-
chery in ftealing ihe Ludy Agnes ﬁom her
~ Convent.” ' :

¢ Indeed,” mterrupted Ghlbcrtl, ¢ that
is true—I was in the fervice of the old
Morquis, and pafled thence to his fon.—
He would often fay, < Even now,‘,‘,» would
Meilcour but come forward with, his wifc to .
plead for Limn, I would receive him again
like my friend and hrother. —And you,
Jeronyme, can tcﬁlfy with me the mutual
affecuiun that fubfifted between the Marquis
and Marchionefs.—Do you not* sanember
the joy on the birth of an heir #”>

¢ Fall well,” an{wered Jeronymo, ¢ this
caftle was illuminated, the poor all round
were fealted and made happy, and fuch re-

voL. 1. e Jjoicings



’ S 1, { wi)
-170 L REGINALD. , /

. e )
joicin gs as Voltorno has never known fince,
nor even wxll till the rlght he,r be eflablith-
ed in his own domains.* Nerinr, who was

terwards my. wnfe, was then in the fervice
of the Marquis.” y g :

gEies e nd Nenna, exclaimed Sigjfmond,
o %57 Jees fhe filllive 222 . |

e ]y mferpofed Buonmede 3 <€ pro-
cccd _]eronymo. Tt 7 ;
¢ It ~os in thls caf’le, in the room ad-

; _]ommg: to this, that the Marchionefs was

“delivered— her {on rcgelved at thé font the
names of Hypolito Henry~ Sigifmond.”—..

- Sigifmond “here gave a déep figh.—<¢ The
infont was near three months old when

the Maiquis, féeing his lovely wife per-
fectly recovered, ‘left her with the babe,

“which fhe nodrifhed ac her own"bofom,'
V'here .at Voltorno, and ‘went  to xon-

- talti,” whither fome neccﬁary bufinefs called

5 hxm dihe journey was long, buw the Mar- .

- quis had periormed it beiore, and my Lady
faw Lim depart without any terrible appre=
,---‘fons, only from motives of tendernefs

e s lamenting
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«'lamentlnc his abfence ; -—that abfence, how-
ever, gradually be~ ame a]armmg, and at
length, willd with defpalr, the Marchionefs, -
with ‘a {inall number of attendants, of which

- Nerina and myfelf were pirt, fet ou: with
her infant tofeek her hufband at Pontalti.
In the woeds near that caﬁ}e, we found 'tne
murdered boey of a man, which, o..~xami-
nation, was dxfcovered td be that of:one of the .
fervants who had accunpameu tLeuvlarquts -
this circumftance filledus all with alarms,”"
and, without nientioning it to our Lady, -
-we ~auled ftrict fearch to be made for his
body.—When we 1eached Pontaltx, we found

 that the Marquis had ‘never been there, and
it was necedary to difclofe to the Mar- &)

chionefs the circumftance of our, havmg -

found the body of Paulo. , This, which con-
firmeu her: worft | fears, threw her into o

terrible a fever, that her life was d~aired of, e
and' 1n the interval Monfieur de Mellcour‘ e

arrived 'to take poffe{ﬁon of the e{’cates.
There were only fervants on the fpot, and
though we were confcious that‘the eftates

12 it mniiabd e
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and titles be]oﬁged only te tle infant fon of
our lite malter, it was not in our puwer to
refift him.  He pretended a licence from the
Government to Lold the aftutes in his own
hands during his own li%e, at his death to
defcend to the infant ; and inﬁantly affum-
ed the title of Marquis di Mirandola.—The
‘Mar(‘.h'r'onefs, who ftrove to lie on account
-of her chilG, was compelled, by the reiterated
perfuafions and meraces.of Meilcour, to ad-
'A"‘?r‘n.it him to her prefence, when ke had the
impudence to talk to her of love, and per-
~ {ecuting her with his odious propofals, mude ~
“itbelieved in the caftle that (he was willing
to comply with them; nay, indeed he in-
finuated a belief that it was not the firft time
ne had {ucceeded in obtammcr a return of
, love from the Lad) Hv')ohta, ana that the
infait’ heir of Mirandola ‘was " indeed his
fon e
.« Oh God ! excla;med Sigifmond.

¢ Bear up, Sigilmond,” cried Buonafede,
- dnforace not your mr‘ther s xa Le—be faxth-
ful ancl fTR oo :

s This
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¢« This . tale,” continued = Jeronymo,
¢ thongh it met with credit and fupport
from his own people, was difbelievzd by
thofe of the Marchionefs - but we were few
in number, and powerlfjﬁ, and’ Meilcour
- continued to perfecute her with propolals of
marriage, by which, he impudently faid; to
thofe in the ~aftle, that he meant .. ucal all
old grievances, and maie Sigifmond his law-
tul heir.—The Marchionefs, “howcver, who,:
not without reafon, apprehended that means
would be taken to remove the true heir of
M'randola, fent Nerina to call me into her
chamber privately one mght, and with many
tears and prayers committed the fon of her
bofom to uur-care. She and Nerina had
previoufly determined to put the babe un-
der-the ~are of the venerable Father Buona-
fede, without revealing even to him the
true name and condition of the <hild.”

¢ This ignorance had nearly been fatal to
us,” interpofed Buonafede, ¢ tor had I been
more fuily confided in, I could better have
defended my charge from the claims of

I3 Meilcour ; i
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Meilcour; for no other‘nmn@ can I give
Himer (vale e’ 4

“ All,” faid Zadefki, “ has happened for
the heft; had you ftill detalned the youth
with you, had youl refufed him to the claims ’
of this villain, thefe onportumnes of deve-
loping and pum’hmg {uch enoxmous guilt
had nct occurred.” . :

¢ T, rephed Buonarude 3 ssaicon-
, tmue, Jpronymo,:vourdccount
¢ When Nerina and myiclf,” faid Jero-
nymo, * returned from our journey, we
found Pontalti wholly abandoned, fave vy
one man, who had been one ,of the moft
infignificant meniale of the family ; he faid
‘the Marquis and Marchionefs were martied,
and gonc tc. refide ai Voltorno,  To ' Vol-
torno we inftantly followed, fufpecung fome
foul treachery had been done our Lady equal
~to that we all fufpected our Lord had {uf-
fered by. At Voltorro ve were told the
Marchionefs was no more, norcould all our
" enquirics for many months obtain any fur-
 therinformation, Wewere thewn her coffin
in
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in the family vault; with her name and age
particularly and traly inferibed upon it 5 and
Nerina could not doubt the truth of the
account, becauafe her Lady had ever had ‘o
firong a prefentiment that fhe fthould not
furvive her perfecutions from Meilcour.—
When all hope was gone, Nerina and myfelf
were married « and lettling at {fome diftance
from Voltorno, had little hope ofever being
called upon again, till we beheld Ghiberti.”
Here Jeronymo ended his relation, and
Zadeiki again looked towards Pictro.
21 toid  you, Signors,”’ ~r5ﬁ1m'3d\‘hé,
¢ that I was fent to Pontalti to fee whether
Federico had well executed the barbdrous
~ bufinefs he was fent unon —thxs bifinefs
was to hire and head a Cane 6% v fians, anu -
to wayuy the M’;rqa‘s of whofe jourcey
to Poutalti we all ‘knew, as we' did indeed
every circumftance that ocenried in the fa-
mily — Federice’s ozders were to murder the
followers, aud to take the Mar. Juls. alne.
This he pe:f\)rmvd ; and 1 met him alter h-
had difbanded his gang, aad rewarded them,
I4 who
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who neither knew their emplever nor their
vié‘ripa, conduing the Marjuis in a clofe
carriage to Voltorno.:—I entered che carriage
with'him § he had not efcap:d unwounded,
but his wounds ‘vere pot dangerous.—On
the road we paﬁ'cd the Marchionefs, and
juuged fhe was going to Pontalti to feek hier
“hutpan-;. " Federico had the barbarity to
tell the wretched Marquis, as he perceived
who was i the carriage, that his wife was
now oomg in fearch of him-—¢ it is plea-
fant, is it not,” added he, ¢ that the fhould
pafs you on the road without knowing t,
unlefs indeed, her {ympathy for you fhould
give her a pang?’—Even T, hardened vil-
lain a3 I then was, could not beur this in-
Yumanitv—T exclaim-d agaifft it in very
{fevege terms; but the Marquis patiently
and gently replied, ¢ It matters very little
what he fay. to me—nothing indeed but the
confcioufnefls of my Hypolita’s mifery can
embitter death to me ;—but I needed not
‘to be reminded that fhe was miferablé—I
- ‘was too fully fenfible of this, and the cer-
tainty
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- tainty that {he has juft patfed me, does not add
one pang to thofe+ now feel on her account.’
—We corveyed the unhappy man alive,
though extremely weakened, to Voltorno.
‘Monfieur de Meilcour had already gained
over fome of the fervants to his interef ft, and
we were eafily admitted.—The Marquis caft .
up his appeaiing eyes to Heaven—¢ “Whyp?
exclaimed he, *“ am I to be ‘made a.p::{oner
in my own caftle—and’ for what . horribls
purpofe ’—¢ A prifoner,"f faid Federico, ‘f“ig
as well in one place as in another ; and we
rather thought, ngnor Marchefe, that you
would have preferred refiding in Voltorno to
any other place.’—The patient {ufferer an-
{wered only by a figh, and we led him be-
tween us to the turret; here he remained
{ouse weeks, during which iuterval the re-
port~ hourly  gained ground at the”cai-:
tle, of the paflion of Hypolita for the new
Marquis, and even of her having entertained
it, and indulged 1: cfiminally, previous to the
fuppofed death of her hufband —Ors day,
I never (hall forget it, . accompanied I ec=rico.
Gzt i I 5 : Lo
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“to the turret where the Marquis was. con-
" fined, and his barbarous jail~r addrefied him
in thefe infulting terms—¢ Weell, Signor Mar-
chefe, 1 have gond news for you : the Mar-
chion~fs has chofen another hufband, and is
no longer the Dowager Marchionefs di Mi-
" ranJola ;—the prefent Marquis means to
take ...cy ftep to legitimatize the fon you
~have 10 often carcffed as your’s, but which,
by the fice confcﬁion of the Lady Hypolita,
~ has ne relation at all to you.’— ¢ Villain,’
exclaimed the unhappy man, ¢ every word
of this is falle; and were it not for t:zfe
chains which confine nie, I would chaftife
tiie inlolent menial who dares report fuch
flander of the Marchionefs.di’[Virandola.”—
Federico made him fome taunting reply, to
‘which the, Marquis anfwered wi‘h appro-
priate indignation’; and Federico became o
_enraged, that he {wore he would no longer
“Huffer him to live—he would drag him down
to a window where hie might witnels the
mitual fondnefs between his mafter and the
Y'Ludy riypolita, and then he fhould mest
the
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the fate he had fo long -deferved.—Here,”
continued F-etro, ¢ Federico drugged, him
from the turret, he refifting the whnle time,
fo that the nther being: determined, drew
his {dbre, and gave him {everal Wounds,
which marked the ftairs and walls that led
to the turret ;5 the poor Marquis faint~d. with -
‘the lofs or blood, and Feder-- l.agged
him ‘down the ftairstthat led into cne fub-
terranean vaults, il;xmez*iately“u: der this fide
of the caltle ;—he was there left to perith be-
neath the .nifery of his newly received
wvounds and_the want of food ; for no one
ever went near him more,- and there pe* 4
haps his bones fti'l remath unburied.”

“ OL eavens !’ exclaimed Sigifmond,
« what a dreadful end |—1I found there thofe‘,
unburied bones, and futpe&cd then what
thi.. confeflion of Pietro’s fo completely
proves.—1 alfo found on the flairs near the
bornes a ring of diamonds, with the infcrip-
tion, ¢ H. S. di Mirandola,’ roand the inner
circlet; but the next time I went, the boncs
were rcmoved 4 : :
ol it e They
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: ¢« They were,” replied Pietro; .« I quel-.
tioned the dying Federico rhfpcc'i:mtr the
corfe of the wretched Marquis, a.d he told
me he had once been terribly frightened by
" finding the door or the lower ftairs opened,
and that he had removed the bones to a
mo.& obfcure corner.  Ano.her time he
told. ... . e was again extremely terrified
by feeing the Che\aler Sigiimond- in the
vaults, ar—ed with foms of the Marquis’s
own wegpons ; he fu‘]y thought it was his
injured {pirit coming to avenge his death.—
As I was very lukeivarm in the proceedinns
again the Marquis,” continued Pietro, <1
began to fear there was no more fafety for - -
me at Voltorno, and I demand.¢ .and ob-

tained my difcharge ; nor did I ever expect
to hear again of the pxoceedmgs her=;: for:.1
“lived in the moft perfet ignorance o. the
 affairs of this world, until the arrival of the
Signor Piglianiand the Lady Agnes at; the,
- ruined aboue of the banditti. The moment
- Iaw Ler lovely andiianacent face, I thought
on e angel I had contributed to make

5 ‘ wretched ;
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wietched ;—vet even then, fuch were tl;e,
dreadful effe®ts of the abandoned life T had
been leacing, the fight of her beanty in-

flamed me as well as the reft of the gang.”
Sigifimond here arofe from his {feat 1n un-
controulable agitation, and threw a me-

nacing look at Pietro. A4t

¢ Nay, »gnor,” refumed Ple*'" ~~xhad
the good fortune, tharks to the Lady Agnes’s
difcretion, to efcape from the ‘emptation
myfelf, and to fave her from the reft of the
fraternity 5 aud fecing among the attendants
~t Signor Pigliani, hei’ conductor, a face I
remembered at Voltorno, it cccurred to m~ .
that fhe was going to her father, who, de-
ceived h'mfelf, would think her only-a child
of love, and might not pay her the honour
and refpect due alike to ner birth and her
beuaty. I faw too, in the anger my comrades
exprefled for the difappointment L had caufed
them, that there was no turther peace for
‘me among thern ; and on {trony promifes of
#fecrecy with refpect to the abode of my for-
mer friends, I obtained permiffion .o quit.
Zhagd the
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. the party, and attend Signor Pigliani dnd
the Lady Agnes, in hopek to be of {fore ufe;
but, Urml the arrival of Jeronymos who i n-
flantly recognized me, although none of the
other{rrvants recolleted. me, Ihadno hope
of being able to bring forward {uch material
evidertce as I bave now done.” He informed
me w... -2 Was coming to preve the birth
of the ciatalted youth, whom he and Nerina
had borne away from the purfuits of Moa-
fieur de.Meilcour, and to prove him to be
truly the fon of the murderea Marquis.”

¢ There is little; indeed no doubt of t-=
4&,” faid Zadefki; < but I fear we fhall
require the evidence of Nerina to convict

this man.’ :
.- % Sheisina cottage near,” replied Jero-
Dvmo, ¢ ready to. appear at ‘the i-% fum-
mons, and ready to gl-v¢ oath of what no
one ever doubied, but through the cruel in-
“finuations of the murderer, of the {ftrong and
tender affection that fubfitted between the
La dy ﬂypohta and her hufband.” .

: 7 ¢ And
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¢« And does no one know,” afked Bilg_—
nafede, ¢ what became of the Marchionefs,
whether fhe really did give her hard to the .
wretch who flandered her 27
¢« She neverdid,” anlwered Ghiberti ; “I
was in the caftle at that eventful period, and
her death fieed her from the pcxf“c‘xtlons
. of the man (he detefted.”
« Alas I’ exclairmed Sigifmot.d, who had
liftened with ago_rlusd_ attentio. to the hif-
- tory of his varents’ fufferings, ¢« Lhave then
no father, ao mother !—my very birth is
doubtful, and Rezzonico is {ufliciently art-
ful to envelope the whole in obfcurity, czi=
withftanding the clearnefs and precifion with
which the whole tale is told.”
< There can be no doubt, my Sxfrlﬁnon'i 2
tnterzofed Buonafede, « that you are truly
the fon of the murdered Marquis di Miran-
dola, and the Lady Hypollta di Borromieo,
“ nobly defcended on both fides, and far re--
moved from any relation to this villain—this
“* murderer ;—Dbut there is yet one thing which
' I with refolved :—when your marriage witl.
SRS Ea
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‘A'gnes_ St. Clair was determined, there was
fome one to whom the Lacy St. Clair ap-
plied, but the meflenger fne fent never re-
turned.—Who can explain that circum-
ftance o’ Ak
¢« That can 1,”” anfwered Ghliberti, sbut
‘befc-e I prefume to utter a {yllable on any
fubjc ™, '+ me endeavour to cldo myfelf to
my Lo.d; for recommrndh5 tu him to con-
fide in fu~h a wretch s Federico.—The
man had completely deceived ‘me, -and I
thought Lo worthy of truft ;- - fear he has
been acceflary .to much! mifchief.—Say, mv
Ford, can ycu pardon me?”
¢ Moft wx]lmgly, Ghlbertl ? replied
Slolimond “even if Federico Las by any
' means increafed the: general mafs of fuffer-.
mO' it has but accelerated the prefent happy
event, —You nave my full pardon, and my
oratltude for  your {pontaneous attach-
- ment.” : e 2 )
¢ You konour me too nighly,” replied
Ghibeiti, “and now to proceed with our
h1f’to*" —1I have contmued in the fervice of”
: ~ the
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the Lord of this caftle ever fince the time_of: -3
the old Marqu's di: Mirandola—T fucceeded
to the fervice of his fon, the murdered
Henry Ssbaﬁ;iang\ and thinking that time
would perhaps enable me, to afiilt ir clear- -
ing up the myfteries and crimes of his fuc-
ceffor, I 'remaintd with him as Marquis di
Mirandola, and as Prince Rezzonx-—._ anls
acceflion of titre and pioperty wos wutained
like ali the reft—by ‘treaqhery, if a0t mur-
der ;—for the late Prince Rezzomco was the
friend of the prefent_one, and aftelj the de-
~clition of the Caftle Pontalti, which-my
Lord could never bear, and the eretion ¢
the Villa Salviati out of its materials,; the
true Prince rented the villa of my mafter;
but was applied to, »s 1 afterwards found.
by Madsme St. Clair berfelf, whom he had
always known, being a diftant relation ofthe
family of Mirandola, to place ner in a fecure
afvlum. = He thought no place more fecure
than the Villa Salviati, to which che ufurper
Mirandola entertained {o great an averfion
and the Lady St. Clair went thither to reide, -

; 7 : without
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without knowing that (be war going to her
father’s eftate. “That ;Vur) circuuztance,’
howe ser, in time, endeared the place to her;
and finding herfzIf unmelefted by the fuc-
ceflor to the honcurs ofther farnily, fhe con-’
tinued to live there.—Prince Rezzonico
fupplied her with the money neceffary to'
fupnoce ser and her daughter; and it was
but imni.diately previous to her fudden .
death that tny mafter, with a treacherous
fecrecy, pretended to develcpe to Govern-
ment a treafonable plot of the Prince, and
fucceeded in having him caft,into pri-,
and T believe executed, or privately maf-
”facx%d, while he lumfelf, b having the inherit-
ance vefted in him 2s a reward for his oya‘ty :
40 Government l,Lun]’, in the new titie of '
Prince Rezzonico, the g ati; g rem..mbrance
of\Ml;arudola.—Th_e Lady St. Clairs mef-
fenger, not khowing the puiport of her letter,
nor indeed, had he knewn it, not qualified to
judge, when he found the fornier -Prince
‘taken to prifon, and his honours and titles
~defcended to my Lord, brought the Ietter
‘ hither 3
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hither 5 which unveiling at once the ‘abode
" of- Sigifmond, occafioned his jourxléy to |
claim the youth.—The name of St. Clair,
'though he bad formerly h-ard that his for-
faken wife had ﬁﬁmned it, ftruck oot then
on his mind—the joy of having found the
* true hewr of Mirandola, him whofe deasl. he
had. fo long” withed, and of wheil .uisonal
appearance he nad fo 1nuch reala ro ftand .
in awe, abforbed every other 'gc::)nﬁde'rati'on'; 5
-and recollectirg that Nerina had difanpeared
at the tinre of the lofs of the infant, he
~.njeCtured the reft of the facts as they really -
were, and deceiving Father Buonafede -
his treachery, obtained pofiefiion of the
being whofe deftrution he moft wifhed.—
Thefe particulars I leesned from Spigno, wlio
1s now . my Lord’s confidence, and who -
never fufpected me of what he would have
called difloyalty.—You may remember,
Signor Sigifmond, that on our journey hi-
ther I could not help treating you with a
more familiar affeGtion than became a fer-
: ; : ,V‘e;.nt;
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“vant ; but Tloved your father, and could not
hélp loving his counterpart «{o.”

« T do moft gratefully remember, good
Ghiberti, your Findnefs to me from the firft
beginning of our journey ; and I have fince
been very apprehenfive that yon had fallen
a vi&im to your affeftion, {ince your dif-
Apw2- -2 fo. immediately after Signor
Vitalue's: difcovering your iatended noctur-
- mal vifit-1o me, feemec to fay that the ven-
geance of Rezzonico had overtaken you.”
his Wh}; in truth, Signor,” replied Ghi-
berti, <1 found that I was an object of (-
oicion to the Prince, and I took an oppor-
tunity to efcape in a myfterious and unob-
ferved manner ; which, I find, hds occnfioned
2 report -that my " mafter had either impri-
fone% or murdered me ;—but i factt, 2
.fu{'peé‘cé'd'the defigns of the Prince againft
you, and determined to find out Jeronymo.

While I was imparting to him all my fufpi-
cions ang difcoveries, you, Signor, arrived
with che two holy Fathers, and fully proved
the 1aéts I before but iurmifed.”

: ¢« T

\
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¢«¢ 1 {hall not forget,” anfwered Slol.mond '
<« that I am inasbted to you for a&.ve.cx-‘
ertions and {pontaneous good intentiors in
_my favour, and 1 truft that T fhall hereafter,
be enabled to reward them.” ' ;
<« Ah Sigagor!” replied Ghiberti, «1T fhall
be fully rewarded if I can but fee the tr e
heir of Mirandola eftablithed in his =17
<« .We have now heard all,” '>.m,xpofed
Zadefki, <that is neceflary to be reiated ;—
it now then only remains to plan our mea-~
fures for to-moirow.—The three ‘cavaliers, .
~r whom this execrable villain moft. de-
pended, are now difabled : Vitaiba 1sa pri~ .
foner in our hands, and Valenti and Pigliani
woundzd Ly each other ;—there remains
then you fay, ‘Sigifmord, of his ufualcircle,
only Ccunt -Ubaldo, and the pretcdded
Prieft Regolo Carucci ;—his fervants, ex-
cept the vile Federico, whom we have fe-
curé, his artful agent Spigno, and the fuper-
annuated Benedetro, are by no means ﬁrmly
attached to him.—Go then boldly, sigif-
.mond, at the head of your friends, &nd
- claim
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‘claim your tights—it will be lovely to fee the
villain tremble at the deminds of innocence.
If he refule to confefs and vie'd, we will
then call in the Officers of Juftice—we have
fufficient proof againft him, and all will yet
be well.” 2 ' Bt
¢ There is one point,” aafwered Sigif-
mc: ? < wwhich I fear will nor be propeusy .
" explai...? —If this villain pemﬂs in afferting
that T am his fon, 1f he Atill claims a paternal
authorlty over me on the fcore of my mo-
ther’s v&ea.mefs though no cne will believe,
who  fhall confute the tale ?” 2
< ’TIS toue,” refumed Zadetki, < that
“you are the fon of the Marchionefs, can be
proved beyond difpute ; but :f he perfifts
1in this unaccountable claim, not ull the un-
. blemithed virtue of your mother, nor you
ftriking refemblance to the late Mc.:quis,
which has been acknowledged by fo many, - -
can afford mor¢ than prefumptive proof and
ftrong as theie are, they are not to be ad-
mitted in a legal procefs.”

5 So
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« ¢¢ Sothen, after all,” refumed ‘Slcrlfmond
< my future lm_n} inels is to depend on the
unbluthing aflurancé with which this mon-
fter can affert a lie—a lie, which will fo
amply gratify bis vindicive hatred.—Alas !
I fear my chance for felicity is but flender,
thOUOh I may cbtain fecurlt?l in greataele.’

¢ We will Jebate this point - ,_‘.,..\,r,
my fon,” interj.ofed Buorafede, - ETOWS
late—Ict us feparate,> and let us rot forget
the fituation of Bertoldo.”

At thele words Ghiberti, Jeronymo, and
Pietgo departed, and th. twe Priefts and
Sigifinond returnéd to the bed wiere refted
the - haraffed body of the good Bertoldo, .
who had obra‘ned fome quiet fleep, and was
much refre;hed and invigorated ;- they of-
% .. him fome refre(hments, mgre,delfcatc
‘than thofe affigned to him in his dungeon,
and feeing him in a way to mend, they re-
tired again into-the late Marquis’s chamber,
that their confererce might not difturb him,
and continued talking over the variou. cir-
cumftances of the late wonderful difcove. ies,

until

2



.
<

{

% ’ ' | I

192 _."' lEGIN‘ALD Ky ;

"until Buondfede and Zadeﬂq were both op-
- prefled - with fleep. The greater agitation,
of Sigifmond’s mind “Kept him wakmg—“‘
the uncertainty #hat ftill haraffed him, with,
refpecr to the Lady Agnes ; for even iIf he
eftablihed his birth beyond a fhadow oﬁ

~dcaht, was it likely fhe would accept a rnanf

the. =23 =urfued her father to death, to «
ignoni...~s, death from (he offended laws
of his country P—:iomd was it not ftiil mor
probable, that, whatever might be the even|
of the trial, the crafty Rezzonico migh
{1l contrive to int olve them in doubt wit]
fefpeét to ‘heir confanguxmty, and by thi
" means for ever prevent their union, and d¢
{’noy their happinefs >~—Thefe r~fleftions b
nifhed all ﬂeep from the eyes of 3igifinon
and the morning peeped through the biuns
" fhurters of the deferted apartment, and f{z
him ftill pacing, with unequal ftep a1

. thoughtful look, along the once magniﬁce{

room. - ;
« Alas thought he, as his eyes fixed

‘ther.-‘velves on the {pe: in the floor, where
: o the
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the Kn10ht in Mlack armgur H?id confumed
to 1[he< in a fe'f-kindled fire,- <€ thy predic-
tions, myfterions vifitant, have “been fully
accomplithed in the wretclied fates of the.
Houfe of Mirandol2.—Thofe Tr’ms Alpmc: 3
‘unions have indeed, for two éenefatxom de-
ftroyed its h?ppnefs ;—and how_ fhall Ll*at‘, |
tender exotic: ICCOVET two fuch txum'xc ausj
blights >—Will nappinefs ever ag, wmourifh
with the fated race of I\/ilrandola_P——Or-
fhall the heir of that unfortunate hovﬂ in- :
herit his full portion of its iuffcnngs P
Hitherto my ‘life had been ‘unmarked byf"—r
calamity, until the deftru&ive fcouroe of My
family dilcovered me, and fingled me- YaE
for the butl of his mahce.—Tw:ce already =
'have 1 efcaped the purpofed death, but‘
m— uul the victim of more diabolical | ma- -
llonanc:5 fince, in order to ruin the fau‘ Y
promifes-of happmefs held | out by mutL.aI' :
love, he ‘will not fcruple to blaft the fair :
fame of the depaxted Hypolita |- —Oh } e
that injured woman had' but furvived to do
Ju{hcc to, herfelf and 13 her fon——and———oy;
VOL, III. K st Heavens

¥ s 3 ,"'
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" Heavens l—loy fad1 know fhe is really dead ?
—1 will examine her fepulchle—-l will fee
her mouldered corfe—TI will preve, as far as

‘it admits of ‘proof, that fhe is really no
more ;—and perhaps, if indeed fhe be a |
faint aboyve, that heavea fhe inhabits will
¢ 2ble. me to cleac her fair fame, and efta-
- -y Hwn happinels on the fouu.uatlot_ oI
my G her’s virtue? '

He tl 3rf=w biﬂl‘eﬂ' a* length on the couch,
and o;tumed a [lxort flumber ; 'the beams of
the fan, which, found their way through
fomg fmall apertu.es of the (hutters, awok e
him again before the two Priefls ; 5 h1s fleep,
however, had been: xeﬁmihmcr -and his vifions
exhilarating. ~He went to lool: at"Bertoldo,

‘and found him gradually recovering from
the dreadful effects of exanimation, uo\.uh,,
by want and hardfhips. The che'ns had
worn deep furrows in his aged limbs, and
his eyes were yet unequal to_bear the ra-
diance of the day, to which he had fo long
bee. a ftranger ; put his recolleftion was
pe;.c& and he Wo.;ld have exprefied the

' ardour

~r

Ci
e,
t
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ardour of 1115 feelings, and his wonder at the
events which y~t he underfiood niot, but that
Sigifmond feared to permit him to exert
himfelf, left he fhould fairt through weak-
nefs.and fatigue : h2 therefore recomm.ended
to:the venerable fufferer to court again the
'balmy power. of fleep 3 and i'@turning into
the inner roém, found Buonafede awak ng
That good man arofe, aid joined ! i Delovcd
pupil': they walked together up dnd down
the co;ridor, and talked over the “utute
profpeéts of Sigifmond.

Buonafede could not .out fee that ‘many’
of the c1rc,um{‘tar1cea that were moﬁ: for his
intereft, were uhelly adverfe to- his lcve,
and he adv.fcd him not to hope too ardently
fora full ‘completion of all.his wifbes, filice
.+ many reafons mult militate againft Acnes’s
acceptuace of himj as the had been, no doubt,
ftrenuoufly exerting all her vigorous refo-
lution to conquer an attachment which fhe
now thougHt cnmma]

That 'is to ﬁy Father,” mtenhpt“d
Slglfmond <that her heart i iswholly detached

et i from
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from me.—No refleétiany nowrefoning what-
T v 1.
ever.can talk down a redl padion.—If Agnes

ever foved me, fhe loves me fill—if the did

not ‘T have notning to do but to weIcome
defpatr -1 A '

¢ My fon}” faid Buonafede ¢ I befeech
you, let not fu h rath determinations feize
hoid " of youﬁ Titnd. —&e;mm ser that if

-Agnes bis determined to renounce you, it
“has coft ‘her masy a fevere effort, many a
dreaciul pang ;—norlet it be faid, that a

being of the fofter fex could furpafs you in
nobfe fortitude and heroic exertion,”

¢« I teo,” replied Sigifinond, < could
have relinquifhed Agnes,-had fhe been ftill
my Fhfter ,—but if, that idea abolifh 4, the

: can flO-.l a&yv'ic*l;e. caufe abandon me,

T eThigglieve (he never loved.—*Vhat are
the claims’ o,f a father fo lately known, and
fuch a father too, compared with mine, o

 Jong eftablithed, {o rooted in her heart ?°

< et us not now, Sigifmond,” an{wered
the good " Father, ¢ overcloud our prefent
vrofpects by forebodings of evil—lst us not
% SHO mcet :
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meet mxsfmtune more. téan Hdialt way, and,
by previous rep’ lllnms,l.render ourlelies unfit
to encounte, it ; bu' it us fummori all our -

fortitudé to. fuppqrt‘:vnth ‘.quammfty that

'fplendour Ve are’ almofjc [ure o¥ asiellas: =
the' dlfappomtment that may be referved,

for ws.” : ;
« T will oBey you, my Father, r=p ied
the youth ¢ but fuch 4 difappc.. .ent as -
this will wholly renger pugatory all other ;
foeeefsce i ne Sag T

¥

e D i
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e v\/ here leence watches the remains of Death l”
; : MERRY,

AS it twas’ yef' toae ea,r;l)g' @wproceed to the
examrnatlon Qf Rezzomc%f s'Smrlfmcjnd re-
-~ folved to defce'nd into the_ya.ults, an‘ €x-

'amlﬁe the - comb of his. mo{]ﬁer A vaonie
2o ﬁ;.rmv.. filock Tini that fome villany mlght
have been praé‘uied tlider too; and he.
.thought it right to endeavour tu difcover,
as far as pc;‘ﬁble, the m. lpxaé‘aces of :he
: vPrlnre., ‘He commumcated this. idea to
',VhFa‘thPr Buonafcde, wlo did not difapprove
ik and fummomng Ghibertl, théy defired

< , i
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to be conducLea to the clmpel of the caftley
- and the burial-place belonging to i

The former fears of Ghiberti revived, and,
und°r pretence ot fe“'{mg a tor‘c'h, he swent!
to fetch Pietro, and defired him to dttend
the young Signor ; but Sigifinond requefted

that Ghlbﬁl‘tl -alfo would go, becaufe he,
having been id the caftle at the time of the :
funeral, could more readll" point vut among
the tombs of his anceftars, that belongmg

¢ to the Lady hypohta e i

Gaining ftrength from the number of his
wompanions, they defcended the ftairs (wilh-
. ing to avoid the inhabited narts of the caftle
until they burft at once on the confour.ded
Rezz nico), and paffed through .all thofe
. winding {fubterranean paffages, ~Lofe lones
linefs Sigiimond hed {o often Pnc“"hH’rPd
alone; he pointed out the fpot where; he. had ;
been fo much endangered by the fudden ap-
peatance of Fedrrico, and Pietro, -holdmg_

the torch to his face, exclalmed—— :
« 1 am fure, Signor, [ do .not wonder‘
that Federico, whofe mind was opprefled
KA : witn
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_'with the rnembra ceqaf lﬂa\,y}g murdered

the Matquis, fhould take you for his ghoft,

: for a ﬂrongel refemblance never was feen.”

Uit e was | cthewsPietrog? fard ololﬁnond

¢ Federico who. actually murderr.d my un-
hapm fatbcr B :

¢<1t was, Signor,” replied Pietro; <1 do

a& af[erx 52,0135 but He did not =xecute it

< Tcannot but wejoicé,” fighed Slglﬁnond

¢ that the 1ather of Agnes was fpa[‘ed the

a&ual 0ullt of muidering mine.”

A «deep ﬁlencc *enfued ; their' footftep:

.cbhoed along th?fq gloomy vaults, where

;F'o wn healt nnpreﬂed witha folemn we as he
‘gazed on the.doors of the dgngeons, aud re-

- daylight never éntergd, and Sigifimond could
- not but fornge the fuperfcxtlous terr. s of _

Le lower order of, men, when he felt his

membered how often Murder had been bufy’

- there. He at length erquired if thefle paf-

fages wotla {opn bring them to thé chapel ?

* 10 the chapel, S'gnor, ’* replied Pietro,

ot &y tlhat Rezzonico duapproved of the

“ we are not unmecha.tely going, but to the

: R Cernetery

3
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{ cemetery bereath it, frorr’ henc;: we may ‘
afcend to the chapel § but it is long ﬁnce it
has been ufed.” =~ " * '

geiilihe, cemetery is what T chleﬂy wifh to
examine,” replied blglﬁnond “Youl.ow -
the way, Pietro 7 4
o Perf'ec'tly, Signor,”’ anfwered he.
ngam they-p: oceeded in il lence. and’ at
.lenOth tUrmng off short to the right. their
further progreﬁs was unpéded by a ' clofe =
& grated door ; ; to this, hbwever, they ap-
plied  their key° in vain, and unwdhng to
violate the fanctuaries of the dead by forcmg
o\ cutting the lacks, for thxs deor opened
into the cemetery, they werz debatmg who
{hould retura_for other ‘keys, when Fatner
Buornufede advancing, defir=d to examine the
wwor, and touching a fecret {pring; 1t ylelded
sto the ~reflure, when Slglfmond Wit a (o=
lemn {tep, entered the laft abode of his an- .
ceftors. ., He beheld the frail memorials of
human greatnefs witha figh, ard felt, as he

 read the infcriptions that pomtedy,out the: %

“ narrow houle’ of every former Mxr:mf‘ola,
: i K5 o NHELE



!
gons Y JJRI;.GINALD.

“how weak, how' viin were *hofe regrets or
thofe extltations, whick wer~ fo {ooa to find
their proper level here !

“ Yet a littlc while,” faid he foftly, ¢ and

I fhall be even as myanceftors—I (hall fleep in

.duft, and all the feverifh agitations of life will
b forever at an end.—Why then fuffer them
nov- {o fc.erely to difcompofe me ?—Agnes!
thougi. ~~ ‘hould be feparated on earth, we
fhall meet for ever in .his laft abode of frail
mortality !'—We (hall be united in a better
~world than this, where no 1aurderers come
to cut (hort the thread of felicity !”’

He ftooa mufing thus as he gazed on the
tomb-ftones of the long-forgotten, and his
three companions refpected his feel ngs.—
Raifing “his e)és, however, the words,
¢ Faithful and Firm,” in large l=tters, at-
‘tracted his notlce, and. unfoldmg hlg arms,
he exclaimed—

¢¢. Thefe moments muft not be given to
_ refleGtion, bur to action,—Shew me the Lady
Hypohta s tomb #”

s The
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ST Leﬁe&lo.‘s wlnch arife from the
athes of the aead, my fon,” faid Buorafede,
¢ are never to be neglected s—they 1nvigo-
rats the {oul, g.nd render 1t more fit for
action.” :

Pietro now threw the glare of his torch
on a tomb-ftone, infcribed :—

25 e
To the Mém;)r'y
e of: i
HoY P OL PR
Twice married to two‘fdctr:eﬁ'xve
MARQ'UI;SES S A et
_- of : : :
M 1 RA‘NI)J-bL al
f Her fei:ond Hufband, REGINALD,
‘inconfosable for }Ixer Tofsy /it
“Placed this frzil Memorial
to perpetuate v
the Iemembrance of he~

Virti.es.

X6 . Sigifmond.
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Sxmﬁnond fhuddexbd oshe 1ezd the Late-
ful record, and ordering 2ietio to unclofe
the dour of ‘the fepulchre, he took a torch,
aud defcended into its marble bofom: :—he
beheld there a coffia curioufly ornamented,
and marked with her name and "age, which
was no more thar nincteen when fhe fell a
facrif.c.’ tothe inhuman perfecutions of the -
monfter ke uald ;—he lifted up the lid, and
perceived only the: poor rémains of a body
'that'h"i once beén human.—No di{’cin&ioﬁ
_how remained ; but among the poor infen-
fate duft fill. fparkled a ring, which he
" catled thbem to examme,—~He was un-
willic g to remove it from its duﬁ}; bed, but
Ghlbem thouﬂ*t he well-rememuverew that
topaz. to '=°ve once fpmkled on the. lVIar-
“chionef<’= fipger. -

The duteous youth embalmed the tacred
duf’c with his tears, and returning from the
fepulchre; threw himfelf into the arms of
Buonafede ;—awhile he ‘remained there in
foeechlefs forrow, when they were fuddenly

atroufed by a tramplmg of men :in. the
2 chapel

./1~‘
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~ chapel abOVP *hem- (_:hlbertl, Who knew
the feczet flairzafe that led from the ceme-
tery to the chapel, beckoned to Pietre, and -
‘they haftily afcended ; and inftantly return-
ing, reported that the chapel was aJorning.
gally as for a marriage ; and Pietro acknow- &
ledged that he had heard that the dey
Agnes was that day to be marricd te 5ignor
Pigliani.  This ihtelligénce rou” :oigifimond
from the ftupor or. his gnef and he ex-
Claxmed—- : ;

< There is then no tme to lofe——]et us %
~hafte and difappoint thefe :dious nup-""
* tials ;—Ilet us burft m thunder ,on the head
of the wvillain, and refcue Agnes frora his
powe .« 12 ;

They left the cemetery, and recloﬁuo,‘
the dca1, again retraced, without delay, the
‘ Wmdmg paf"ages, and regamed the ‘upper
apartmenrts.

. Pictro and Ghiberti were 1nﬁantlv fent to:
/call_ together the other witnefles, and Buona-
fede and Sigifmond advanced to Zadetki,
: wh‘o, Wondegng at their lcmtT abfence, -was
fea.“l

\Fs e oG
{
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faated on Bertoldo’s bed, watchiag the fluc-
tuafing pulfations of a lite fo nearly extin-
guifheu —Thedying Father had reco :riized
his ancient friend Zadeiki, and his wonderr
and joy 1trove with each other for the maf-
tery ; his curiofity was fo extreime, that'it .
was neceflary in pert to fatisfy it, and Zadefki
had caudiouily explained to him' the great
* bufinefs the, nad undertaken.

Feeble as he was; ‘Bertnldo I'e_]Olced in the
intellig-iice ; and Zadefki now prefcribing
quletnefs and compofure, they adjourned to
“the corridor, to await the return of Rietro and
Ghiberti with Jeronymo«

« “CHAP.
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CHAP. IX,

¢ Avaunt! and quit my fight—let the eartl hide theel
¢¢ Thy bone~ are marrowlefs—thy blood is cold I |
Thou haft no fpeculation in thofe cyes

¢¢ That thou doft glare with I*

~
~

~ MACBETH. ;

’

e

I[T‘ was fome time ere Pietro and Ghiberti
returned ; and when they did, = 100k of deep
difmay was [pread over their fiatu.vs, which
inftantly communicat=d itfelf to the heart of
Sigifmord, who had fearcely ftrength to en-
quire whether /' gnes were alr<ady married ?
¢« No, ‘Signor,” ceplied Pietro, < that
ceremony ‘i poflpon=d till to- morro"r ; bat
J eronymo is gone ! 122 :
<& Goag il
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“¢ Gone |”’ exclalmed Buonafnde ¢¢ whi-
ther—how N

« We know not, Fafher,” anfwered
Pietro; “ but what we have learnt, you fhall
hear :—Siace Jeronymo’s riyfterious return
_hither, he has always been enveloped in a
huge wrapping cloak, to guard him from
j,_recognitlu"n,« and has inhabited a- chamber
over the port ., of the way to which moft
of the domeftics were ignorant; I always
conducte him thlfher at a moment when we
were unobferved, and the myflery, thus for-
tunafély preferved, made Jeronymo be Jook -
ed on in the family as. a very extraordinary
" perfon-ge. I had defired him not to leave
his room to-day until I came to n’m, s I
had always =atched for an opportunity 1o -
_ bring him out when no ‘one was nexr. and
therefore went to the chamber over the poctal,
quite fure of finding the petfon 1 fought ;
when T arrived there, the door was open—I
exprefled my wonder at this to Ghiberti, but
we paufed not 'a moment ;—as we entered
the room, a door oppofite to us flapped to
‘ g : ~ .and
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and fro, and ‘we faw turee figures running
haftily from as. *We did not ftop-long
enough to remark any thing but the wrap-
ping cloak of pnor Jeronymo, which was
left all in a heap on che greund ; but iuftantly
followed with our utmoft fpeed the courfe
~we had' feen them purfus. We had no
leifure to communicate our conje&urés s
cyet I had no daubt but that je.onymo had
been difcovered, and forced away. We fre-
quently faw *hem in the windjngs of the’
paflage, which goes through the thlckneﬁ of :
the ramparts of the caitle, till it opens in
various places into ~other paflages, which
conduét into the habitable apartments, and
into tue dungeons, of which there are great' |
numbers in all ftrong parts of th- edifice.—
We purfued the fugitives, but they nroceed-
ed witn equal fpeed and having the ftart of
us, we lcft them at laft through a door,
which we plainly heard fall to after them.
~ When we reached the {pot, there were two .
doors, which completely bewildered us ; we
had but one torch—it was therefore impoffible '

AT
-t
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0 feparite, ﬁnd both were firmly faftened,
which, mde us conclude’they were caught
by fpring locks on the other fide. Unable
to force doors which wers of uncommon
ftrengtls, ‘and havxr'o already loft a confs der-
able time, we returned to the portal-cham-
ber 11 defpau‘, and taking up the wrapping- .
cloak, ‘om the middle of it fed this paper,
adare’fed L uQ ONE teme ‘

TR e

i

g I abandon for ever an enterprife which

~canonly end i in ruin.—Seek not, for you will
not find me,”

2

« Burfti..z with tage,”? continued Pietro, =
# I .exe~--ted the ficklenefs which could
make him thus forfake {0 noble a defign at
the moment ofits birth, and returnid hither,
hoping to perfiiade you o ;urfue it withont
'h'im.”' _ i i
« His evidence,” frid Bgonafede, ¢ is
material—but we have it in writing,”

: G‘ W
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¢« We wil. proceed,” faid Zadetki.

¢« [ could not bhave believed, nor do I
now believe,” exclaimed Sigifmond, ¢ that
Jercnymo is unfa:thful.—This note bas been

forced from him—and hi¢ caution, in neither
figning nor addreffingit, proves that he is
yet our friend.—We will, however, proceed;
and truft that -we fhall yet fave the worthy:
Jelonvmo from the fat= that i'tear is pre=-
paring for hlm.——ShaII we. fet forward

¢ By all mcans,” faid Zadeﬂm 3 > Thaye
the depofitions, Sigi{fmond ;—you are wor-
thy of your fortunes—you have ludged juftly
and generoufly.” .

The cheek of the yauth glowed at praife
fo 11'1equ1‘ ocal from fuch a man as Zadefki,
who feemed to be a fit ponduc”tv, of fuim-
portanc a bufinefs: = Referved aad “lent, his
countenance was ftern, And his manners cold ;.
at the Convent where he had firft feen him,
Sigifmond had Z:lt for him a refpet almoft
amounting to. a.we, tk ough but a brother of
an cbfcure Fratelmtv.———Rezzomco remem-
bered him not, yet was ﬁruck with his

o ‘ Cﬂull'
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countenance almott to fesr ,—-Ju* Slgnfmond
felt his aldrms {ubfide inte ver.eration when
- Zadefki paid him his nocturnal vifit.—He
L.ow feemed, fronk his previous knowledge of
Rezzon.co, to be become-the arbiter of this
- important caufe ; and he comperted himfelf
Cwith a dlgmtv becoming a man who feels
his ow.. comequence : he fpoke feldom, but

- -always wur .orce § ne rarely praifed, but

his praife was elevatmg as his cenfures were
conclufive. Somethmg {eemed yet undeve-
loped in his charaéter and manners—{ome-
' thing of referve, which yet Sigifimond feared
. nGi—he venerated. and confided in Zadelki
asin » fuperior bemgl

It was agreed that Zadetki fhoald onDgn -
the. accufation, and conduct the bufinefs ;-
he therefore led the way, ,and folluwsd by
Buonafede and Sigifmond, by Pietro and
Ghiberti, he proceeded along the Zorridor,
~ and defcended the ftairs that led to the in-
habited parc of the caftle. As they entered
the great hall, Benedetto was®croffing it at
the oppofite end; and fecing fuch & train
e o - iffue
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ifTue from the deferted puxtme.,ts, his fears
were all awakened, and Sigifmoad. appres=
hending tLat the old man would in%antly
colleét the fervants, ordere Ghiberti tofe
cure him. Ghiberti obeved, much to the
~ annoyance of Benedetto, who, having already
believed and 1eported the death of Ghibcrti,
was convinced that he was thus Luwexr‘:meiy
treated by his ghoft only, :

Wahen they had rmched the parlour where
Prince Rezzonico ,ufuilly pafied the day,
Zadefki defired Pictro and Ghiberti to re-
tire, until they fhould Le called upon to ap-
péar and give their evidence; and whzon
they had withdrawn, he opencd the door, and
entercl the oak-parlour, attended by ng1f-
mond and Buonafede :

Tne Prince was alone. For a moment
he loczed not away from fome papers he was
conﬁderm" thinking fome of the domeftics
had entered ; when he raifed his eyes, they
encountered the penet'rating ones of Zadefki, :
and Rezzonico turned pale s—but quickly

Tecuyenng.
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‘xecovermgl imfe’S, e enqulred to what he
owed the honour of this vifit 2

Zide{kl replied, in an awful voice—

¢t To the love of juftice | :

¢ A fingular motive to avow,” anfwered
‘the Prince; ‘< and what juftice, my good
Fafher,sdo you require from ne

< Tuftica to every one,” fuid Zadefki,

- I am willing to do it,” replied the

’ Prmce‘, “,1f‘you know wherein I have failed,
" inftraé me in my Cuty, reverend Father.”
[TLice '1"riﬂex,” exclaimed Zadsfki, ¢ this le-
: v1tyw1ll avail thee nnthmcr —Yes, Iwillteach
thee thy du;y——m{’(antly quit thele ufurped -
pofieflions, reftor to the right heir of Mi-
4 "randola the wealth and honours of his fa-
)mﬂv, and refurn o - that name thou ..aft
effaced by thy fﬁccefsful crlmes-—the wame
of Meilcour.” : ,

e Amof’c extraordmary cla1m"’ anfwered
Rezzonico, afluming an appearance-of un-
‘,_conceln 5 “and pray, holy Fat'her, inform
me, from tho ‘ftores of your ‘univerfal know-
;lcdge, Who is the rlght hexr of Ivhrandola i

S 4_‘ e B “ThlS"
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e T Thls youth,’_’ fa1d{Zlde‘kl pomtmg £0,
Sigifmgnd. Pris

«.] gramt 1t 2 fald the Prince 51 ¢ but is
it ufual for the heir to poficl while the ownex
is ytt al ive 2 M '.relf am erandom, abd
" Sigi fmond is my fon.” 5

- ¢ Infamouws liar!” exclzumed Zadeﬂs,,
inﬁlonamtlyg‘i‘ dareft thou;aﬁer‘r{uch.ﬂ_ falle- -
hopd @ v ~a 2o, %

« Sigifmond,” refuméd the Punce, ¢fhall -
inherit the honours and Mwtalth of his famlly
but he fhall inherit them from tife bounty of
Lis father. He is a ch’ld of love,- arxd has

. no claim to any thing.” TR T 5
¢ Oh Heaven !’ murmured Sigifmond.

- Zadefki avedihim to filence and’ firmnels
by , look, and agun adureﬁing the Pnnce,
fdlfl——- ; R

¢ YWhat are thy dasms, thou vileft of &
men—thofe of rapine;- ’murder, and treache-
Ty “The late Marquisof Mfl‘aridola;fpeak
—now died he 2ot

¢ It'is well known,’’ rephed the P;mce,
“ he dxed by th’e ha.m‘s of banditti.” -

e sa it “Ruﬂian%'
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% L Rufidss nld}ed & renlxed Zadefkl,
< and wlere 27 :

FPhis 1s not to be’ bome, exclaimed
_Rezzomco ; ¢ vihy are thefe queftions ?”
s Nay, Slgnor,” rephed Zadefki, cooIlv,

<¢ they muft be anfwered. —Where,” added”
- he, *n a'voice of thunder, ¢ where did, Ml-
randala die 32 ° )
y . I fearp ‘my own weak.efs,” returned
‘the Prince, ¢ to'bear tc be thus catechized.”
- ¢ No paffion, Meilcour 1 ;
~ Atthat name R,ezzomco ﬁ rted,and turn-
bedpale sl R ok :
sfjee VVho art thou T exclaimed he.
¢¢ ' One 'who'<kiows’ thee, Mellcour, : an-
e Zadefki; < gell’ me, whars dx“d the
late Marquis di Mirandola?” '
28 That is alfo well’ known, ! rephed &ez- :
. Z0hico’3 ““ in the wobds near Pontaltx 2 :
e And thefe was Durxed N enqmred Za-
deikl. ; S S AT
< His' Hody could not* be found,” an-
'fwereu the Prince; « butacenotaph Was there .
2 ereé‘teu to his memory ' :

i
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<¢ His  body 1s founﬂ 2 thi'ndered out
Zadefki, < and hall rife up in jvdgment -
againft thee ;—his beir is found and koown®
—and thou art known,”” -, :
. am his hcxr, refumed the ’rince,
with an undzumtcd air, “who dares confeft
It ety .
, ¢ 1 have.that here,” réturned Zadefki,
¢ that (hall a.'m‘hhate thyclaim. ..
¢« Impoffible I” exclaithed Rezzomco :
< That we will try,”’ faid Zadetki, < If
“you will acknowledge the truth Jf thc‘{efac,-- .
cufations, and voluntarily relinquifl your
ill-gotten Lionours, perhaps we niay dilfpenfa :
with puuh\, infamy, howev: er smerited ; Eyer, :
: haps, in pity to your daughter, }qa may' befs
fuffered to aide in fome cloifter your wretchs =
ed he~d, and, tly, by a forced and. laté afr’
fumed penitence, to wear out toe remem- |
brance OL your foxmer fins 3 but free con-_,""
foflion and full abdication a]on, can purchafé ¢
you this indulgence 3 and if ‘y5u re reffac-
tory, pubkic juftice ﬂxa.}l purlue you to the -
furth-ﬂ: verge of mfat‘ Y and difgraces”
VOLEATTL g i eyl S R S «I
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« 1 {com your ypity,” faid the Prince,
“ecand rejett your' offéred mercy.—Let me
#® knov, or rather Jet me-hear no more.—It is
wonderful how. I have fo long ,fupportcd
ﬁl(,h L.{olence.”’ A

i I can explain this Wonder, Signor Meil-
cour,” wreplied  Zadefki ; ‘¢ whatever® part
your pride le] ake, youx confeicnce cIn-
demns you.”’ : o

<« Where are my 1:(20{)16:P exclauned the
Prince, in a’ voice of thunder, ¢ Carucci,
Spigiio, Buhfletto, where are ye 2~ Where is
Vitalba?—where the Count Ubaldo 2
% Theyfhall all be fummoned if you
‘pleaxe Meilequr,” -replied  Zadetki, < to
* witnels your confeffions.—We wifh not to
be fecret—the whole wosld, nyc.l will, thall
learn youratrociots conduét.”

<« Thw. infolence 1s infufferable,”” cried

Rezzonicos  let me pafs—I will not be
_ detained 1 e s
- < Pardon me, Prince;.’ireplied Zadzfki,
© ¢ ycu muft remain here—you 'quif this
apar. “ment no more tnl all'is decided.”

| ; : £ Infoient
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~¢¢ Infolent Prieft!”” lexclaimad the Prmce,
* < by what righ¢ doft thou detain me?’

¢ By the right that Innocence and Juftice
always have to awe and cow the villain.”
anfwered Zan.eﬁcl, n a tone of Lol on-
tempt. ; # :
¢ By Heayen ! thundercd out the Prmce,
“ 1 will no:longer bear”it.—Summon my -
people 1”” and- famping furioufly with his
foot, -Spigno’entered. ‘

At the fight of Sigifmond, Spigno turned
pﬂc, but the Prince commarded mm in-
flantly to call the Count Ubaldo, Sigaor
'tha.lba, “Father Regmo Carucci, and if
Plolmm were at leifure, to fend hhn alfo,
and all of bis houfchold. SRy
¢ You will find Benedetto,” faid Zadcka
to Saigne, ¢ in the fouthern anti-room.”

At this fpeech Spigno loft'anae little re-
mains of colour his formes alarm had lefe .
him ; and Buonafede quitting  the room
wien Spigno lesc it to.obey bis mafter, re-
turned with Ghiberti and :Pietro.— At the
ﬁght of PIC 1o, Rezzonico trembled ; Pieiro .

L2 * " bcwed
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bbwed refpe@fully and waited in ﬁlenee the
commands of Zadefki. -

Zadetki addrefled himfIf to Ghiberti—
-¢¢ You know,” faid he, ¢ where thofe
perfons ace who promxfed to attend on .y
. bidding ”’

Ghiberti rcphed in the aﬂim‘afwe
. “ We are going,” refumed Zadefki, 2o
: proceed to a folemn aueflicning ;—if there
be the leaft contumacy in yonder vilain,
iummon them 'inftartly, nor wait my far-
ther’bidding."” ; ;
<« I fhall obey,” replied Ghiberti, with
“refpe@.

£ Gods ™ exclz med the Prince, “ and
to be rreated thus by my own menials 1”?
% The virtuous,” anfwered Zadeiki, ¢ re
always fuperor to thie guilty.”
At this lunant, all thofe fummoned by the
Prince entered, except'Vitalba, after whom .
he enquired ;—Fkis own friends profeffed their
ignorance, hut Zadefki informed him that
Vitalbz had carried off the Lady Agnes. |
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At this information; zzony icized the fice

but pallid fcatures of Pigliani, who faintly

. murmureu— : :
¢ That villain !” :

The Prince was almoft convulied with
horror.—Zadefki impofed filence on Sigif-
mond and Buonafede by a look whica they
 dared not diiobey. - He then aadreflzd thof¢ '
who had lately entered; anu vhofe looks -
’fuﬁ‘icxent]y declared their furprife.

¢« ‘We are, convened, Signms',”‘ ad Za-
defki, < to hear the full confeffion of guil,
* and to receive the volun tary abdicaticn of a
murderer and ufurper.— -That man, who fits
and looks fo proudly, is both.—Nay, ftart
not, Meicour—I am not here to dlfgulfe,
but to unveil the truta : —thou o3t bo*ius?

" ¢ Cufler not this Prieft thus t~ *nfult me,”
: cxc:lalmed the Prince to his friends; ¢ fi lence
him, and overpower his party!” :

- The hands of" Pigliani and ‘Ubaldo were-
inflantly on their fwords ; but, except Spigno,
nope of the houfehold feemed willing to en-.
gage in defence of their mafter.—Ghiberti,

e B3 ‘ . how-

|
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however had’ auxtted che ~oom fo. a minute,
~and ret'}rmng, whifpered Zadeiki, who re-
plied aloud— : '
<< T 1s well, —And now, Meilcour,” added. -
he, turming to him, < will ‘you voluntar ﬂy
confefs to us your ﬁns, and make rcf’atutlon
while et you can’s or will you fubmit your-
felf to the juftice of your conntry ?~—Trem-’
ble, Meilcour, at tke power of thofe laws’
thou haft offendéd.-—The Officers of ]uﬁlce
are here, enipowered to queftioa thee, and'
ready to perforrn their duty. < The depofi-’
tions of true; ‘witnefles are in my hand—of
Ghlhern, Pxetro and Jeronymo; yes, of
Jerony mo, though, by fome accurfed fraud;
‘thou haft dragged him away to facrfice him
to thy vengcance.—8péak, this is the. laft’
Celiberatior. wiowed thee—thismoment chou
mayft elude the vengeance of thy country-=~
now thou mayft obtain the mercy of thofe
whom thou haft injured. — Speak, another
nftant’s contumacy giwves thee up to the:

hards of Jufucc, Lo ATl

.« Allow
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= Allow e, » faid .the Prince, “a fhort o
interval.’”” : B,

He covered his face with his hand> % an'i‘ K
remained for fomg minutesin deep theught,
then locking up with oné of thofe i~defina-
ble expreﬁions on his countsnance iirhich
had fo often made Smfmond fhuddcr he

I
- Hide e ek :
o Let me hear the GEDOﬁtl\.J‘ of the w:t-A
neﬁ'es LE 2 40

_

Zadefki, without anfm:rmg, tonk. from |
his pocket 4 roll of written !)apers, and-with' -
an audible voice, diftindtly read thes ftories
related by Jeronymo, uhlbem, and Pietiol
The Prince remained fone minutes filent,
when - a uoile. was heard in thc hall and
Jeronymo rathed in. :

¢ I'have elcaped,” he exclaimed, “,and) '
-am cume to perform'my duiy 1 ‘

% You fhall have no hard ta[k to execqte, '
Jeronymo, * faid - Meilcour, ¢ your duty
fhall foon be plain before you

« No dcla)s 1 exclaimed Z?deﬂ’l.

v ~

L4 ’5 S
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¢ Imean’ it ndt;” faid Rezzonico; “a
few minutes’ refleCtion only.” '

<¢ 11 this interval the door again opened,
¢nd Zadefki was Seginning angfily to repro-
bate furth unfeafonable iiterruptions, when
the plaintive ‘voice of Agnes exclaimed— -

¢ What mean thefe dreadful prepara-
tions?>—Th.fe Officers of Juftice >—This
awful circle® —Who are tnefe ﬁranger
and why are they here ?*

5 Lg.dy hgncs,)’ faid Buonafede, ¢ I be- .
fecch you to retire—this is no icene for you ;
—youtr tendexnefs will not be able to fup-

‘ : pC”t xt

88 Acncs, my aaUOhter, cried Rezzo-
nicu, ¢ approach me.”—Agnec oueyed,
rufk-d forward, ana bant her knee in duty
to her father.—¢ Thou art fafe the~, my

“child,” faid he, * and where is Vitalbu 2
¢« Fewas wounded,” replied Agnes, *in
the fcuffle which refcued me.”

"« And by whom wert thou refcued 7 de-
manded Rezzonico? o

Agnes hid her face, and- replied not.

sk l\_/_[y
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. % My child,” refumed:the Frince, < thou
 art come to withefs the dxigmce of thy fa-
ther—tho1 art all lus enemiés will leave
him.—They accufe’ him: of murder ard

ufurpation—of urgu[’cly detammg from Sigif-
. mond his lawful inheritance of Mxrandola A

Now mark nty words ! and thou, imperious
queﬁlonerl ;‘nou who haft at '-aft {o far fa-
voured me as 2 ‘prove: this only bleﬁing, my
trie and honourablﬂ Chlld hear my full con-
feflion.—1 own the truth of the crimes al-
"lcdged agamﬁ me. 1 employed Fedérico to
waylay- and imprifon the late Marquis di
Mirandola 3 and, when in the fcuffle to get
him fo the fubterrancan vzults, he received
his d_ath wound from the hand of Fecmco,
I regretted that apy one had robbed me of

tha, plealure.—But your informers could °

not ‘ell more than they knew—they could
not reconnt the ftolen hours of love I had,
during the Marquis’s lifetinic, enjoyed with

-

' Hypolita—they could not el ¢hat fthe was ‘

going to Pontalti to'meet me ther>—they
could not inform you what fome papers I

L% ‘fhall
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fall dxreé‘c you wl=re to find, will fufficient-
ly prove ;—-(and thofe papers 4re depofited
in a filver calket, in the cenotaph erected at
Fontalti to the ntemory of the unfortumate
Henry Ssbaftian); they wil! prove what I'here
{fwear on the word of a true penitent, that
‘Sigifrond is the fruit of thofe ftolenhours
of “love,—N_.y flart. not, Sigitaond; onu
would require the tru:h from me, and thus
T feal it.”” '
~As he fpoke, pluuomg a dagger (whlch
he always wore) in his bofor., he inftantly
fell backward fenfelcfs; and, as every one
theught, dead.—Zadefki exclaimed a}oud—-
¢ He muft not die yet.—We have not
done with him—preferve him at al’ events.”
And himfelf, 'béing ikilful in medicine, ap-
proached, and examingd him ; and firding
fome life yet remained = within ‘hin., he
“ftaunched the freely flowing blood, and ap-
plicd fome heaiing dreffings to the wound ;
then leaving him to the care of Ghiberti and
Pietro, be dire@ed, with ‘an air of ‘autho-
rity, that no one ‘who bs.d witnefled this

e s rrifgene
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fcene {hould leave the m(}le, ar d Lommand-
ed the Ofﬁcers of Jultice!to guardithe doors.,

The cavaliers andd domeftics mfperfcd and
Sigifmond ‘and Agnes claimed tlie next at-
tencion of Zadeiki .A—A—Agnes hung lﬂuntlng’
* over.the infenﬁb‘le_ corfe bf her father 5 while
Sigifmond, lﬁng-tortured with indefcribable
* fuipenfe, now felt his hopes for ever: crufh-
-ed.: tor he dared not doubt an affertion. {b
folernly confirmeq.—Even Bﬁonafede, to
whom Rezzonico hiad sclated the tale more
at: larcre whep he demanded and outamed
nglfmond knew not how to difbelieve a
circumftance which ,could be-confuﬁed by
no proof. Prefumptiors it is true, was,
firon; agasaft ic; but the ref fembla ghee of
- Si zifinond to the 1ate Maxqub, and the ge-
nera: good charagter of the J\@ardﬂoneﬁs,
thourh certamly circamftances tnat militated :
againft the ftory, yet could not be admitted
as evidencein a court of law.. | He was eﬁneﬁ:
to have the papers blought from. Pontalti ;
~but for thxs journey fix days were noceffary,
and it was not thouzht oﬂime that Rezzo=

Lh DGO .
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nico could furv: ve fo long —Zadefki declared
them needlels, yeo offeied ¢o tend a mef-
fenger. - ;

. % They will but prove,” faxd he, ¢ what
already ~ou are inclined to believe on the
atteftation ofa dying man ;—were they even’
not to prove it more ftrongly. who fhould
dare to act in defiznce of fo fol=mn a confi~
fion ¢’ :

Sigi{mond groaned from the bottom ofhxs'
heart

' ¢ Remember, young man,”” faid Zadefki,
in an awful voice, ¢ at any rate the hlood of
I\/Iimn‘doia reas.in your veins ; for that'mif-
creant,’ who avows'himfelf. your father, is °
defcended from that noble race h~ has “tterly

“ ruined.—Remember then, Stglfmond, the
- motto of your houf€.”

Sigifmor.a bowed in filerce. -
¢ It now refts ther. with us,” continued
Zadefki, ¢ to efablifh the claim of the Lady

Agnes, who, a: born in wedlock, will in-
herit before her brother,”

i | Father
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Father Buomfede, oppreﬁc,d with a agonics
rearly equal t¢ ‘thofe o. his beloved Sigit-
- .mond and-Agnes, wondered at the unfeeling ;
fortitude: of Zadefki, who~ {poke of this
dreadful confanguinity with all the coolnefs
of an uninterefted {pectator.

All now had qﬁitted the room except
tlofe particu! axly intereftd 1n the event, and
Zadefk:, oper‘m z the door, called for . Jero-
nym2, to whom he fpoke in a low voice, and

;recloﬁna the docr, faftened it ,to prevent
- anyintrufion.—The day 11g11t“'1s now, fading
faft away ; Rezzonico fill continued . mo-
tionlefs on the couch, yet theve was fill life
~-in him, and Zadeﬂm u‘ﬁﬁed ‘on hlS bﬁmo :
cilefti- Spease: g - . o
Agnes, thrown on the ground, rbﬁed her
- wre:ched head: on the dead vody, as ‘fhe
fhovght, of her dnﬁvoréuy fathe.; and Sigif-
mond now in mute agony clung to' a pillar
for fupport, now paced the chamber with
unequal fteps ;—Fbucafede remained in un-
broken filence, fave that he now and then
gave his adent to {ome remark o Zad:iki,
who
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who alone preferved his foftitudc un-,
fhaken. i

The laft remains of daylight dlrappeared
the pale moon rifing, torew a faint fi ver ra-
dlance over the b ue arch of heaven, and
caft a feeble luftie through the apartment ;
the thadows of the mafly pillars fell dark and
heavy behind them, and addxd a ﬁrang,e
folemnity to the feene.

At length Zadefki rofe, ‘and approa\,hmg
the dying Rez7oméo found his pulfes {ill
throbbied with- ;1fe, and, raifing him ©up, en-
deavoured to poura cordial down his throat..

“ ,'Dxﬁurb me not ¥’ murmured Rezzo-‘f
nico, in achollow voice.

% Chhe vet lwes"' cried Aﬂ“es = fve
him, fave him " and fhe relapfed mto ;}er
ormer attitude and mfbnﬁomtj.

Zadefki };uured the cordial mixture down
his throat, and {upported the guilty swretch.
A temporary fizength was:lent him—he
rolled his glaring eyeballs around.
"« Where am 12 he exclained ; « '*rmg :
hight, more hight |” R
: < Peace, :

4
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£5 Pcace, Mellcour, ? faid Zﬂdeﬁq € exn
hauft pot tuv”cif thus—tiou wut {oon want
all thy ftrength.” ;

“ Thou art, fme, my evil genius,” fald 7
Rezzonico ; ¢ quit me, quit me!” & :
© %< Once ‘'more;” faid  Zadetki, <1 uroe
theeito'be quieti¥s 71 5

Rezzonico clofed  his cyes, and in that
interval a fide door unclofed. and-a form,
fair, * fragile, and'gmqeﬂjl,ve_xitered, and illu-
mined by the pale’ radiarce of {l}e moon,
looked like an inhabitant of heaven. “Agnes;
infenfitle, beheld it not'; Buonafede gazed in
filent wonder, while Sigifmond, hid 1n the
“fhade of the pillars, bewt his knee, almoft =
in acurarica.—Reézzonico,  diffurbed” ance
more by Zadefki, openad his reluant eyes,
and dxed them full on tlie fair apparition.

<« Heavenly Powers'\”” muttered he,
¢ whenre- art ‘thou —Thou art come to
-damn me !—Hence, -dreadﬁf‘. being I—Wilt
thou ot hence #~Oh ! T fee thee fill I

o VVHat, whom feeft th‘ou,~M‘eiI:cour Do
cried Zadefki; i it that Hypolita with
e whom
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whom thou haft enjoyed fo many ﬁolen‘

hours of love P——opeak—c;arn thy tender

budes?

« Oh Hypolita |”’ howled ‘the miferable
‘Swretch,  appal not thus my foul )—Let me
die in peace.—Horrible apparition I know "
it is but fp.rlt-——xt is powerlefs to hurt me—
“yet my heart quakes at it.— What wou;dﬂ:
thou ?—Speak I”* - 3

5! _]uﬂxce I faid Hyoohta, in alow and

{olemn voice. :

s Flowhave I mJured thee ¥’ * cried Rez-
zonico; ¢ I murdered not thy hufband-~thy
fon yet lives.. —How have I injured thee 2" .

« Barbarous ]ﬂyrocrlte 12 enied Hypollta
o all .hou canft now do is to clerr m, fame.
Speak, who is the father of my fon ¥

The monf’cer,rumqmed filent a mor.ent,
then in a vuice borrible as the roar of a0 in-
fernal being, cued———«' :

¢« Tam!” :

s Inh uman viretch !”’ exdulmed Zadeﬁq,

8 thou haft but few mmutes to live—thy

ﬁrencth

)
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itrenorth ebbs’ apac\e———dam 1 not thy foul for v
everwith {o evcrable aliel” :

e 8. rlfmand——qs “the brothcr—oE-Ag-
nes,” articulated the wretchy, with every fgn
of immediate death. Another coraial was
forcibly poured down his throat to retain his
life till he fhotld recal fo horrible a flarder ;
but he fell* ihto convulfidns; <nd was for
fome time unable’ to. {peak. Zadeﬂu trem-
bled left he fhould die in thefe agonies; ‘and
thus the hopes of bxélfrxlonﬁ arfd Agres be
for ever b]aﬁ:ed He hung over him with
watchful attention, counted every throb-
bing. pulfmon of his veins, gazed eagerly, :
as'his eyes, without fenfs o: luftre, opened
and cluted again; while Sigifinond, fc=5ble
only to the reiterated avowals that drove
him o defpair, ftood uncenfmouﬂy gazmg

- on the monn.

The fair form of Hypo]lt't approached the
wnthmcr ﬁnner, and. the mf.ant returning
{enfe feemed to irradiate hls eyes, fhe ﬂud

m a touching and folcmn vmce——-— ’

8% Rezzonico,

\
5 2
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<« Rezzo! ico, cp one condition thou haft
my pardoa—that thou ackncwledgel that
whicli’ thou knoweft to be true, that Sigif=
snond is indeed the fon of Mirandola.”

He ~lared horrible aad ghaﬁ:ly in her-
face g :
¢ Avaunt, horrible fpeé’tre 12 exclau‘ned
e, “return to that grave wheace thou haft
rifento vex sl : ,
< Thy falfehood, Meilcour,” exclaimed
Zadefki, ¢ thy filfencod difturbs the-’repofe.

of the dead.~—Acknowledge tue truth.”

¢ T'hawe already,” cried the wreten, ¢ nor
will I fpeak again,  therefore urge me no
more ;> and cloﬁhg, his lips, he remained
reforucely fiient.—At length, gazicg carneft-
ly on Hypolita, he made an effort. to reach
and grafp her hand; but the eladed his-
touch, and he exclaimed, with a laugh of
infernal mahguance-——“ I know .hou~ art -
alive—I know: the view with which thou -
haft affumed this. {hiritual - charadter.—
I fee tbrough all your projeéts—and (hall
not I difappoint them all ?=—=Thick not
Bes it it : S to
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to plevall on Re'fzomco to die wh a falfe-
hood preding hdrd on hlS {oul '—-Srr’(mond
1s our fon 1”7 ° ;

Again the nlonﬁep fcemed ftruggling with
the agonics of deatl ; hosrible convnlfions
again writhed his frame,  and - he howled
with torture. Zadefki could fcarcely fuppert
him, and Bdosiafede flew t0 afil.—Hypo-
lita was now.near f.euntm!r 3 and. Sng(mond
“who had watched from his obfcure poft the
wheole - alarming fcene, Pcepped cautlou’ly
forward - to uphold the frogile form of his
" mother, hom be now indeed:believed an
inhabitant of tlis carth ;-—he advanced,
- trembling leI’c the fight of hins fhould wholly
overwhelm aer; but it {eemed to Tecar .er ”
{eattered fp{rits. ~She fxed her eyes on him
as he appruached, and returmno ﬁrength -
formed net frame. Kk :

¢ Whence comeft t‘xou (38 fo.xd (he, 3 and
who art thou? ~—8peak mﬂ'antly 3B

&% My name, ? faid he, fofttyy ¢ is S!glfn;'{'
mond ;’* and he bent his knee, for the firft
"t;me in his life; in dury to his parent.

al Haﬁ:
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“ Haft thou bsard all ?” {>id fhe.
o Ivhave‘witneﬁ'ed the whole,” replied
ke. :
« And thou blu'heﬂ: not to kneel to thy
:mothes 2280
« It is my glory, my dehght, > faid he,
in a voice fcarcely audible.
¢« And may that Heawen, {o which I truft
I am worthy to appeal, blets thee, my fon!
—Rife; and let me et Jbrace thee 1”
For the firft time he felt the centle prel-
' {ure of a mother’s arms.
¢ Thou liveft indeed,” whifpered he;
« Oh’ ‘ecftacy !” and facred and fublime
tears mingled un their cheeks,—His form,
~his jatures, his voice, all fo fully recalled
~ her murdered hufband to her thoughts, that
. thoufand labourmg paﬁ'mns opprefled her
foul. The calumnies of Rezzonico were
like a dagger- to her ;—for a mcment fhe

ot pufhed Sigif.aond  from her—then again,

with exqu'fite tendernefs, drawmg him clofe
to her maternal bofom, tears dunrned her
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‘eyes, while fhe gazed on him with delight,”
as the ftrong moﬁn it feliln his fice.

<« My fon—my own Mirandota I x-
claimed fhe, as fhe Graﬁped him in a clofe
and teader embracé; ——tnen, as Rezronico.
azain began to revive, fhe?held him forth
in {peaking filenge, onc lovely arm encircling
his n~ck, the otbpr extendedaas Ihqwmg him
to the monfter.’ s 2

<« It is Mirandola hnnfolf"’ ho!vled he,
¢ Oh mercy ! mercy l—Sm‘ﬁpondls not my
fon!—Oh mercy1” and in a longsand kor-
rible groan his execrable foul fled from his :
wounded body. - iy 2

¢ Look up, my Sigifnicad,” cried the
enraptured. mother, ¢ look up, my own.
Mirandola— image of my murdered hufs
band, for whom alone 1 hive dared to live
thus long, look uf, and accept A1C hap-’v'
pinefs that courts thee.” ' :

e He has cleared thy fame ”’ cried Za-
defki ;" < with his laft breath lWe has done
thee _]ufhc (e Tl thee, Mnfan-‘
dola 1%« o e raile ; ,
G T ‘ Aga.in

2
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Ceaoe s
lAgafin,the oppreh’ed youth fell in’ the
f

_arms of his mqdvner,-and at length faintly -

articulatéd— Ll ;
¢ Angel of; lights! all——all -5 myftery I”
¢ All fhall be explained, dearefs Sigif-

..mond ;—but ndw calim thy perturbed {piriss,
thou avowed heir of Mirandola ;—thou haft
" no relation to that departed finner.—Cpeak,

Sigilfmo,nda_ thou doft be.ieve thy mother?”
<« Ol Heavehs "’,. retumed Sizi{fmond,

falling on his.knges, it wefe facri! ege to
_dofibt thee.” s

< Infernal malice alone,”? faid Zadefki,
. Could prompt the horrid lie ;—thy face,
thv form, thy: “virtuous mother, who for
prtny years has lived my peritent  and who -
had devoted tle remainder of her days to
p\@ty——-a‘ll all exclaim againft the Alfchood =
“of that wretch.—No doabt can remain—and.

g all happmefs awaits thee, Swlﬁnond .

"¢ Who,” fuid Hypolita, <« is that faint-
ing female ? —Alas ! in he pevturbat.on of

~ the fcene 1 notxced h‘err not=nls Ihc the =

.Agrca that was cai cd t’ly ﬁﬂ‘.r ML ;
“ : : ‘ : L Shel
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~¢ She is,” faid Buonafede, * the lo‘vely,_

the innocent davghter of :at guilty wretch ;
or rather, Lud'\s', ccerfider her as che child of
thy hufband’s filter, and the _early bcloved
of thy only fon.”” o :
5 ¢ Poor {uffering innocedt 17 faid the Lady
Hypolita; < fhe (hall (hare my maternaj
tendernefs. e”uaV@n has in mercy {pared
her this laft horrule fcepe-—her {enfes, have
left her ina happy 1gnoraace, but 1t 1s tlme
to relieve her,”” s ; .

Sigifmond flew to he“ and ﬁncf'nO her -
really infenfible, whom he had thought only
onprdl'cd by f{peechlels giief, rsifed her i in
his arms, and bore her to the next apart-
ment, thther Hypoliia fol lowed while
Ladel'kx and Buonafede called in the do- -
.meftics, and the Prieft I‘eoo‘o Caruczi, to '
perform the laft offices to the departed Mexl-
cour. = But when they Jowed the Mar- -
chionefs, the entreated - that fome one of

o truf and fidelity might remain in the apart-
ment, lelt new fallehoods fhould be invented
to dlf’curb the happmefs whlch Lime might

: . bef’row 3

.
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<beflow on  the youthful pair.—Zadefl
* owned thejuﬁxcr and necefnity of the pre-
caution, ard ftationed Jeronymo in the room
. with the corfe. . ,

It w=s long ere Aones Te- opened her eyes,
and then an alarniing debility had feized her
frame ; fucceflive faintings followed each
otuer fo quickly; they feared fhe would die
in the ftruggle. When, after fome hours,
her fenfe“began o return, fhe fixed her
eyes full on-Sigifniond, and the fight of him
feemed to ranew her agonies 5 fhe waved him
from her with Her feeble hand, and hid herface
in tlie compaflionate bofom of his mother.
Sigifmond, ftruck- with defpair, feared fhe

~had heard too many of the wretch’s {olemn
affeverations of their confanguinity, and that
" fhe never” would confent to  bé. his. 1Sis

~« forefaw onl; mifery in the midft ot his {plen-

did fucceffes ; for what was all fuccefs com-
pared to the poflefiion of Agnes— Agnes, his
early love, who had fc lo.ug embellithed all
his profpeds, to whom all his w1ﬂ1€s folong
hnd tended? e s
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At 1ength rIypohta addreﬁ'ed hlm ,

<« You muft leave us .:JthllC, my fon—
this fuffering innoceft cannot fupport your
- prefence.—Lieave me t& urgenin your abfence
more than can be, faid whlle you temain
Hered :

Slglfmond uxwxllmg]y obe}ed and van-
~dered forth alghe..—Horribie fa~ taﬁes pof-
_feﬁ'ed his foul, and’ every hope forfook him,
Suddemy, in the crowd ot his own feelmos,
the venerable Bertoldo rufaed upon his mind. ‘
Eighteen hours-had now elipfed fince he
quitted his chamber, ard he was perhaps
{uffering under a fate as cruel as that from
which he had refcued him.. Fe haftily crofi-
ed the _eat hall, and af"‘ended ths Ay
which led to his ruined chamber, whe.e he
found :he good Father much reco»ered
Ghibertrhad been careful to fupply him with
: refre{hments, and he was now able to con-
verfe with Sigifinond. Some part of what
had tiken place he nad learned fiom Ghiberts,
whofe caution had ' not been equal to hat
~the otnexs had cbferved ; and the m1fe-a.b]e ‘

VoL. III. oM o ek
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“heir of Mirandola found himfelf {pared thz
‘trouble of comn unicaung the chief events
of the day —Bertoldo - (hewed much joy at
- beholding the youth,” whom now md\.ud he
faw fou the firft time.
¢« Oh undoubted heir . of l‘vinandola !
he- exualmed £ thv father’s felf revives in
thee.—Cov'd I Liave feen thee in my Gun-
geon; I had been able to dl’ﬁpate all do‘.bls
of thy identity.” -
< And yet,” replied omfnﬂox d, ¢“.doubts
fill remain.—The monﬁer, who isdead, has
contrived to embitter all my ‘futurs life, by
fowi}lg the feeds of a dreadful {urmife which,
though no one. tclieves, muft influence the
coe=& nf one being fo-as to ..ake me
wretched.—In fhort, this muraerer has a
daughter, who, brought up far ' fro.a him
by her amiable mother, has long been the
object of my tenderuft love ; and to blaft for
ever our muftal happinefs, he, almoft in his
.dying momer.ts, declared -me the fruit of a
crim’nal paﬂ"lon between himfelf and the
fpad) [—Iypohta. :

ww

¢« Oh
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< 'Oh mfamogs liar [ exclaime 1Bertoldos;
s but fear not, iy fon—-—-th{i La dx Hypolita
could’ not l,v ouxlty or this crim Tioie
may prove what I fay; for ay hcaxt {'ore-
bodes’ that fome gmeat event will ‘azife 'to

vouch for her innocence.—Do I recollectt
arlght, is‘not Zadefk: here 2"’ ey

«« FI¢ is,” *@¥d Sigifmond ; “%ut ify my
good Father, yo&rtmnd ‘and ca-utlpus tan-~
ner points at a circumfta nce you may have”
known all the Wmlc, let e 1'hf0rm ygu that "
I alfo know 1t.’ . ; 3

¢« Tha: the u/.['l“CthH’ fs yet hVCo pliiglE
ed Bertoldo. o : s

< T have been 'in Her arms=-1 have rb
ceived ‘the blefiing, the tears; the ernbrace’of
mj-mothgr,”_ fait] the yHuthi s 70% :

“ Tuen the calumny,” exclaimed Der-
toldo, < muft be whclly- refuted.”

¢ No, my-TFather, * replied ng:’mond
<5 thouvb for a moment the Gy wretclh

believed my fainted mother what fhe looked .
like, an inhabitant of a better world - yet,
when he found ‘his errcr, and even beforé,

‘ M2 . e
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“evén while he yet thought her a fpirit, he
perfifted ‘11 the vile flande-; and fcarcely
could the laft faint words, forc:d from him
by terior, ditzipate the doubts he had
raifed.” v eh -

<« Horrible, moft atrocious villain!”’ crxed
B rtoldo ; ¢ but fear not, my fon ; the truth
{hall )et appear, and hapD nefs be your
own.’

N

N,

\ ¢ [ know not what prefentiment of evil,”
zfiep.lied- the youth, ¢ {feems to opprels my
foul ;—but nothing can revive my fainting
- {pirits, not even m; mother’s carefles.”
<« Yield not, my fon,”" replied Bertoldo,
<« to fuch gloomy, prefages.—Thy life has
_ been-innucent—iiay; ‘it has been. actively
- virtuous.—Thou wi't meet with the reward
 thy virtues merif ; and thou wilt not, by un-
- manly forrow, difgrace thy noble Houfe.”
s Alas " anfwered Sigifmond, 1 know
~that Tough. not to vield to thefe fuggel-
‘tions 3—u.0 one ever had more occafion to
“fuppett himfelf by the remembrance of our

"‘maxxm, nor more difficulty in adhering to it.
< ; oS & WCH )
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Well mxght Father Buonafede in early youth
‘ineulcate it ,—{.n‘d hard. inceedl have I found
it, through all my thals, to remain fauhful
and firm, = - y

2 7 °
» s

e N ever ;—this orphan, this Whandon’d wanderer, ?
«¢ Taunted with infamy, with fhameful origing e
«¢ Dower’ 4 with no lot but fcdin, Thall ne’e VeI W
¢¢ That, ner fole poruon, on s,lordly hufband 17

& ”VALP(}LE.

)

][N the meanwhile the Marchionefs and the
good Buonafede gave all their cares 'to_th_,e
,enfe«:bled and ‘miterable’ Agnes 3 her weak-
nefs lono baffled all their endeavours, and,
her norrors. controuled all thelr kind ai~
: M 3  tempts
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‘tempts. to: compofe her {piriis; fhe talked

-wildly, andwasi tterly incapabic of liftening

‘toreafon,  Inoivain the Lady Hypolita

itrove to make,’ A@i@lllplehend that,the laft .
wordssuf hiﬁf ﬁf@er hfad. revoked his former
f‘tué'&%’?{ertlons&

her@“‘ef%mrt & ﬁg&iits, and de s
tion f}i\‘herweafon 'fhou]_"_ L€ more able to
' fupport it. Atlenoth fubdued by tie ma-
ternal tenderne;s. (e received, her  gentle
heart vented itfelf in a fload of foft and fa-
]ufary tears ;- not {frch as during her ravings
had guthea from her burning eyes; but a
quiet and heau ]0 fhower, nke tho(e whxch,
QUFL.g w s21vid fummel, the uark viouds of
ev emng fprmkle om the parched bofom of the
~earth, : ~
hc caft her dewy eyes on the IvIarc ]IOHC:S,
wno, feemc n “her delicate forma perfeét re-
~femblance ‘t¢ that Acnes di Mirandola fhe
well temenbered, ftrained herwith fondnefs
tot her bof@m, and fent a filent prayer to
Ilea\mn forsher felicit, j ——O\ erpowered with
i i FOR) ot - her

A\ by
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her fufferings, the exhaufted Agnes funk
into ‘a+flumbe+, which tley hopcd would
completely Leal her haraffed: fpmts, ard the
Lady Hypolita comerfed in “alow voxce
-with Father Buonzfede, -

He was anxious to 'know how 'fhe had
been preferved® fo long in fuch abfolut> fe-
erecy, and fhé related her’ ﬁml,le narratlve
in the following térms =

¢ After T had entxuf’ced Netina and: _]'e-
ronymo with. the. care tof 'my‘fon, T was
tempted to JER S nt that Ihad not kept them
with me; fince the 'increafing perfecutiors
of Meilcour made it neccffary for me toat-
tempt to efcape ; and the afffance of thofe
two faiwfol (ervants:was almoft Lovonuiy to
me. I regretted too that Ibad abandoned
my cuy {nn the hc'r of a noble houle, to
a ftranger ; for Iknew you, reverend Father,
only from the report of Nerinz; and though
~ Iam now convinced that I c-uld not have
~made a better choice, yet it was not unna=
tural that a mother’s bofom fhould harbour
fuch fears, However, thef@ apprehenfions

. : UM AR for
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“for my mfant were, ioon loft in nearer terrors
for myfelf, Tie day was fixed for my
forced martiage with the murierer of my
hufband, nor was I even pofitively inform-
ed thar the Marquis was dead ; but the'in-
human Reginald tauntingly affured ‘me he -
wou'd never come to troubie our joys: at
_ the {fame tir.e he told me thac every one be-
lieved 1 had long loved hiia, and 'had not
{crupled to yield to h'm what Trought' to
have referved for my hutband.-—Little did T
- forefeeithe diabolizal plan wkich, even then,
the wretch had cenceived.—Good Father
Bartoldo was then Confeflor to the family—
he, doubtlefs, lung fince fleeps in duft.”
¢ ¢ Jeu, faid Baonafede, ¢ e yet {ur-
- vives.” S :
« Myfterious Heaven, I thark ikee!”
ejaculated the Marchionefs ;. ¢ my in=ocence
may then yet be eftablithed.—Btt to pro-
ceed :— Witk nim I concerted the means to
efcape, ‘and he fummoned a Pricft, whom ¥
recognize here ~in Father < Zadefki, who
{wore ne had folemnized legal nuptials be-
tween
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tween Rezzonico and the Lady .Agres di
Mirandola, who wa: wholly lo.c to all en- .
quiries that had been made fo. her, —We
debated wbether it was noxt abfolutely our
duty to bring the wretch to legal ]uﬂtlce,
but the ftate of the coumtry ‘was then fuch

that juflice cquld fcarcely be adminiftered :
the whole na{lon was dxﬁraé‘tpd with ivil
~wars, and the ,U?werful tl‘m‘ led wich im- -
punity upon laws which they drcke without
fcruple.  Meilcour “was reftablifhed in the
" honours and pofleffions of Mirancola' and
we determined, contrary to the advice of
Zadetki, to preferve tne fecref for thz pre-
{fent, and to efcape Knovn.——Wc had but
few followers, ana no .power or mon%y to
‘command  more. Meilcour was abfolute
mafter within the wall~ of Ve'torno, ‘and
the Jealt wufpicior of an intention to deliver
- him up to the juftice of his country, would
have coft us all our lives. T therefore, with
mych difficulty and danger, cffeGed my -
efcape with Zadefki, who lodged me ina
Convent, where I have everfince runauwci
M G He =
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He dwelt m a monaﬁery near me, and vnth»
him 1 haye 1 tmﬁ enjbyedoﬂne melancholy
pleafure of ilking over my formq fufferings.
It may cafily beeimagined that2my earlieft
care, wien I- found my_ﬁﬂ? in fecurity,” was
to enquire for my® {on; but not knowing’
precifely the fituation of Fathst Buonafede’s
refidence, I Gnt fcretly to Vaitorno a nref-
fenger whom Icould.o\,pelh;upon, to learn
from Nerfna and *Jergnyriio whethen they :
had left him in f3fsty. » My mefienger re-
turned auccnﬁ)lqte he relatgd that Nerina
and Jeronymo liad both quxttcd the~caftle;
‘bt.t that, on his enquiries after them, he
had been ‘myfterionfly informed by one of
the c.omPPmcs, who took him pfide “~om the
v,others, and appeared to have been in their &
conﬁdence, that they had witnefled the- death
of the infant. —My trufty - meﬁ‘engeu diffi-
tisfied with this acccunt, took confiderable -
' pains to afcertzin the truth 5 but, as equal,
or rather fupe*'or art’ was cmployea to con-
xceal it from him, all his endeavours, ferved
; oLly to confirm the firft account, and to
' “ . plunge
L0 o

)
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pIunge me mto abfolute defpan — Tt is now
{fome r;xoatﬂs Jfmce *he Appéared,,one day
when he cagne to Vifit me, labouring with -
fome impoitant fecret 3 eved his; ﬂryncrth of |
mind, and no man.poﬁ"e{“es more, coald not
‘conceal it. I queﬁxoned him, and ke ac-
knowledged that a moft extraordinary cir-
cuntftance gl d_ifcbmpo{éd Fim.—¢ You
well remember, 2ILady,” faid he, ©the svent
of our #nquiries after vour fon ¥’ _{Alas P o
plied I, ¢can’a mother> forvet the circum-
{tances which proved to her fhe had loft her
only child.’—¢ Be comrforted,’ 1ephed he,
¢ we may have been deceived—tt is po(’ib‘

' S-lglfmond may live.)—¢ tde: does live,” ex-

“7’

claimed T.—¢ Zou would not givem.. ;},;J?ﬁqpe :

f you could not confirm it ¢ He does live,’
returncd Zadefki, ©and 1 have feen him.—

The tireis now pregnant with great events;

we may be called upon to give evidence {oon:
on fome important points ; hold 5ourfelf in
readinefs, Lady, and preferve your fortitude.”

--—Lo{’t in an ecﬁauy I cannot deferive, 1

“itfered him to depar: without havmg afked”

K ]

[ M ',‘tfm‘

N

>
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-the 1nnumerable quefhons 1lenged to have
: refolved but“I pfas obliged to devour my
: curldﬁty, for Zadefki came to'me no more,
‘and I had no oue to #peak to. T afterwards

receivea his directions t‘d’put myfelf ander

the care of the meflenger he had fent me,
whom I found to. be my faithful Jeronymo,

whom I had alf& been madc to believe was

no ore. He condutted rie, by eafy jour-

nies, to the cottage of his wife, Nerina; where

I faw Zadeiki, and the circumftances of the
‘ preient’ moment were explained to me., It
was thought that my fudden appearance
would perkaps force the truth from the
monfter, and | cunfented to fee once more
‘the' m~Aerer of my hufband.-—T1 - reft y you
know, good Father, and muft alift my en-
deajours to make §t all terminate happily for
thefe dear children.—If Bertoldo lives, I
“fhall hope much from the effe@ of his tel-
timony on-rte heart of Agnes.”

s Alas 12 rephed Buonafede, ¢ he lives;

; “but he has'fo fuffered under the tyranny

of the wretch who is gone, that I fear Jie w' i
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o Bc incompetent to aid you ; not that any
doubt cars rghpain Which his tethmony would
be neceﬁ'ary to clear.— Whot can - fee you,
~and doukt for an mﬁcant ?—Not, furely, the :
: n'*cnuousﬁheart' of Agnes .

“ They continued occafionally fpeakmg ina
low voice, while, Agnes fhill flumbered.— -
Whe night had given plece to the early dawn,
ere the awoke, and the firft beams of the
funemet her unclofing eyes ;> her countes
nance was ca Jim, thougli pallid ; the acfomes
of the preccding night had fubfrled; and a
total debility had fucceeded ; yet the {poke
with coherence and tranquillity, andthank-
ing the Marchionefs fcr her maternal Cares,
feare” (he thould fuffer bjr_ therne :

Delightcd to Tee her fo vcbn}p(‘)‘fed,.th_é
—‘TVI°rclii6ne[s ftrained her to her bofom, and

. in the fondneft of the moment, calied her
dear dmghter —Agnes; at the word, fhrunk
from her embrace, and deﬁred to be allowed
*0 medlt'{re awhilz. Ao %

The.Marchionerfs and Father Buonafede
*Vlthdrew toa d}ﬁant wmuow, Wl;1]° tbP
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pqor fuﬁ"efer lay ‘on the couchy loft in
tiought ; at lcnmth, the threw hefelf upon
€ her kn“es, ‘ald offered up her prayers for

ftrength of mind qnd cempofure of fpirits, *

and then #-ebly advancing to them, the took

a hand of each, and tears flowed from her

eyeé; they gave her ;\:1 {eat, and waited her

fpeaking. ¢ :
¢« Let me—Oh how fhall Texplain my- -

{elf 2 {obbeu fhe.

L Dearef‘t Agne% v +he I\/Iaxchlonef's, '

< Jet fiz {peak—let me clear “way all your

doubts 2 . 3

< g liave'none,'”‘ intérnupted Agnes; s
it poffible to doubt yqd?—You are an angel.
 —But 7hat—Oh what' was my father *
. ¢« Sweeteft girl, think not of that,”

« But I co—I maft think of it,” =x-
claimed Agnes, “and never will I conta-
iminate the noble race of Mirandela, by
¢ uniting to it the offspring of falfehood,
‘marder, and treachery.””,

¢ 1f vou value the Honfe .of I\Glrandola, .
Ag’ncs,’f 1cfu‘meg the l\/[uchloncfs,_ yoa
SRR ; 4 b i nahall

%

’
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" owill remember tlwt xts exiftence refts onllf'
with you.-= My fonwill’ nevkr furyive—""

« Hufh!” faid Agnc:, < intéreft not my
paflions ;— I\e'\fon ought here to decide,’ and
whehn her will is Lnown, we fhoula ve futh—
ful and firm.” ‘

¢ Deareft - Agnes, fzid Buonafed €15 thls
is got the mement for decifior, ,——-Jfour Ted-
fon is now clruded over by ten thoaﬁznd
Contl ary emotions ; fufpend your decifion
till your health an. ftrength are re-eftablith -
ed, and then o il

256 My declﬁon is made, Father,” replied
Agnes; ¢ 1 will never.be the wife bf the
Marquis of . M1randoa~-—thq I can'fee’
him wh proper feclings, I will t1l_2im fo
myfelf ;- -but not now—1I am now unequal
to the attempt.—Iet him not approach
me:’ : i :
¢ He fhall not,” faid the Lady Hypolita ;
“ but when -ybu arc ftronger, Agnes, we will‘ :
difzuls this poiut calmly. ——"romue me one> |
thing.”

“« What is that ?” faid A nes,

113 TO‘
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<< To T;i'zd voulﬁ.lf” replicd the M.ar~
&nonefs, ¢ By nogfrevdtable &09«5 —If, on
' 'maturt dlfcﬂﬁion, we akandon all hopes of
this umon, we wgll fubmit, andolt will be
time enmgh then to ratify the decifion by
a-yow. Prormfe nfe thl:, Agnes.—You do
not {Reak.” z X
£ 1 prom{e a§1 you requu;p,” f 0l)ed
Agnesg- <5 and now,e Lad® deck your fon
Your kind xfefs to a®wretch like  me, has too
* long “detained yau' foom gour maternal en-
‘_)oym%ntS;—HaPcen. to him, gnd bid him
forget, 1n the arms of’a virtuous and ange.ic
mqthér, thawthere exifts fucha bemg as the
wretched Agnesy 2.9 :
- T 7 ady Hypolita embracgd bar with
the ' tendereft aﬁ‘e&xon, and trodted that
~ when time %ad 2 ht!le b‘unted her extreme
{enfibility to the crimes Gf Ber, fatt her, (he -
 would be preyailed wpon to liften to. the
pleadings of loxve She then went to feck
her {on, leaving the verferaBle Buomfcdu to
{ooth the fill dl&urbea-mmd of the unfor-
‘tunate Acrnes, The poknfcxouﬁlefs.of her

A own
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'own dlfgrace had taken deep hold of her,
« and {he rejoxced that he. mother had not
lived to foc ‘this woefu] explanatlon of the
crimes of Meilcour.

: The good Fathes tried tolead her *noughts
to other confiderations, but nothing cou:d
for a moment engage her attention but the
terrible death’and confeffion ¢. her father ;

then fhuddermg, fhe exclaimad— g%
¢ And fthall the (‘hlld of fo finful a being
pollute the Houfe ‘of I\Ilrandola, by uniting
herfelf to its fole fupport >—Oh . never,
never l+—The fins of my father would call
down a judgment' upon me, and entail mi-
fery on the whole race.—:No, nglfmond
. 'thou ma;;{’c fuffer’ from - the dift . .wiatment
of thy youthful paffior, but not through
my weakpefs fhalt thou fuffer in thy’ poﬂ.‘e-
rity. —The tradltlons of thy Houfe have fore-
told mlfary, in confequence of an alliance
beyond the Alpe my unfd**unate mother
was united' to a man, of French ; rextraction,
~and the union was® performed beyoad the
Alps 5 and fufﬁcxently have we {een the tra-
CUARTRD g ; mtlor
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dition verified ;—and fhall I, with {o dread-
ful an example L :fore my eyes, run head-
lopg 1nto the fame error, and perpetuate to
‘this haplefs houfe'the evils attendant on an
alliance with foreign blocd 27

<« My daughter,” mterpofed Buonafede;
¢ you forget that you are as much a defcend-
ant of the Houfe of Mirandolz, as of Meil-
cour ; —the fame blood flows in your veins
' that-animates thmc of Sigifmond ; and the

virtues of your miother more than counter- |

balance the crimes of yout fither.—Sin is
the portion of ﬁaxl buman natare; but vire
tue, fuch as ner’s, is almoft beyond ‘morta-
- hty ,

e Am. Father, replied’ /ugnes,” ¢‘my
' treacherous heart, evenin thele moments of
acute 1orrow, is but too ready to fet forth
to view all the arguments in favour of Sigif-
mond ; but no fooner does my fazcy yield
for an inftant o the pleafing fuggeftion,

than fome “hourible refleftion arifes, and

in a moment overclouds the imaginary fun-
ﬂune.-— 1 ook forward tu future years 3 I fee
Sty & GelDiteord
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Difcord fhaking her firebrands amongft m gy

- children—1I fie Sufpicion, Hatred. and Re-

venge {cattaring poifon over all obje¢te—and

“Tfee my Sigifmond réproaching me as the

_caute of all this ~nifery.—1I fee, pc.h aps, 4

- murderer glaring horrible among my offsprings

- —and furely, Father, it is better to liften to

 thefe prophetic feelings, and for ever refufe

the tranfient \huppinels offered me, than

rifle the failure of it in after times, when

I fhould be an object of Lo ont’s pity, and

of difgult and hatred to my Sxmfrnond.‘

g Daughter, 1 refumed the crood Father,
syon will. exhauft 5ourfelf and befides
‘are ot keeping your wod with the 'Mar-
chionels.  Zndeavour v.o..bamr‘*‘.‘.wle af-
fliGting tnoughts, and to bring back your '
mird ‘to its naturalytone.—In: illne(s, or |
firong  agitation -of {pirits, the foul, eners
' vated, by its frail companion, is not equal to
difcufs, with fuflicient calmaefs and equani-

* mivy, aqueftion which comprifes its deareft
- terefts.—I could with cale anfwer j0ur ar-\
guments, and I think confute them ; but I

' wﬂ'
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will not at this moment occafion you {o much
agltatlon /

-« My good Father,” replied Agnes, « I
cannot detach my mind from a fubje& fo-
important, and therefore I rather think it
relieves it to unburden myfelf of the ideas
that opprefs me.—I am forming no irrevo-
cablg decifio.i, toough I own my wilnes
point e to a cloiftes, as the only poffible
chance of regaining, my peace.”

While the Lady Agnes yet fpoke, a tap
at the door folicited permiffion to enter, and
Lauretta, having obtained it, requeft=d leave
for.Signor Pigliani to vifit the Lady Agnes.
Fathér Buonafede, who trembled for the
confeqt...-~s of agitating ' her, wowd have
~refufed it ; but Agres exclaimed—

~ ¢ ] owe much to Signor Pigliani=I \vould
with to fee him. = Tell him 1 will receive his
vifit as a favour.,”? il

Lauretta withdrew s and indeed Agnes
forbade her atte.dance = the tufpeéted her oo
. ftrongly of treachery in the ‘affair ‘of Signor
Yitalba, to behold her -without uneafinefs.

. Pigliant



B
~ REGINALD. 261
Pigliani was not long ere he followed his
meflenger : hc tarted woan’ ’he: heheld the
tavages a frw hours only had made in the
delicate form of the 'Lady’ Agnes, and ap-
_ proaching her with refpect, felt inciined to
~bend his knee before a being fo nearly an-
proaéhing to dpiritual. She endeavoured to
{m.de on him} but the tod realy tear check-
- ed the attempsy “and the went in filence.—
‘He rufpe&ed her forrow, and after an inter-
val he faid=t 100 2aias i 0
¢ Faireft ady Agnes, I come to 1olicit
your pardon for all the uneafinefs you have
fuffered on my account, and to- affure vou
that you fhall {fuffer no n.ore.—That I have .
-loved yuu— *hat I do love you w*- - paffion
" fervid aud fincere as ever warmed the heart
of man, I truft I need not affert ; Lut be-
lieve me when I declare, that that paffion
fhould never have led mie to perfecute you,
but that I knew it was ‘dacided  that you
thyuld make your eietion ; and I flattered
myfelf, pardon my vanity, that with me you
would be lefs wretched than with my rival.
e e A B
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Rut 1& me obtain your pardon for what is?
paft, as Lheré T‘ﬂcmlﬂy fWG'u to molcQ )
you n% ~no1€ with a tenderne(s {goffenfive.”

£ Suano; Pigleani,”’s faid Aghes, * you

“have m')-pardon—-and noj that alone,’but :
my thanks for the Many inftances of delicate
attentyon you have {hewed me ;—the pro-
'mhe you have n&w voluntaruv made, dJde-
mandsgqny w armelt guatitude , for mch.ed, i
I know my %wn heatt, it. will never more ad-

7

‘mit a thougtt of fddve,” .
<« Ah }ove‘he[‘t Agnes,” cried the Signor,
« I truft you are not in earneft! Yeur pro-
{pedts are now fuch as promife you future
felicity and peace ; and it is my fervent wifh
that afl- >~ days nray be crowy.ed wich that
.bappmefs you fo well deférve.—Your lover
is jultly raifed to the higheft pitch of hcnsur

' ‘and wondly profperity, of “which be bas

proved himfelf worthy by his noble condut
- while Fortune frowned upon hlm. The ter-
sible doubts fo jahumanly raifed, are for ever
done av y—-the) cannot exift in-one gene-
rous bcom; “and- it reks with the Lady
] ' . Agues
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Agnes to atoae to the Marquis di Mirandol=
. for the wrongs he has fuflered.”” AL ha
Father Buonafede, obferving that the
Lady Agnes was fo affeGted by the ideas
Pigliani had excited, that fhe was waableto
" anfwer, enquired if any thing freth had oc-
curred, or what was becomc of S';gn'or'

~Vitalba ¢’

SAlugitl rep iud Pigl'ani, ¢ Slgnox V:ta1b1
has afted a part the-'moft ungenerous.
The young Marquis went to vifit hlm 1n his
prifon, where he was merely confihed,’ not
chained. and was converfing with him on
the fubjeét of the late eventy, when’ fud-
denly, with a diabolic.! malignance, he -
aimed a_blov’ at the Marquis with a3’ con-
‘cealed fhiletto ; fortunately Zadefki, who
was p-efent, had feen the attempt, and feiz-
ing‘his arm, had prevented him from fuc-
ceeding in his intention. - He was imme-
diately fecured, and the ftiletto, taken from
him, which, on‘exanlination, proved to have
been dipped in a poifon fo {ubtile, that, had
He \.ﬂ‘e&ed the hna],H’c rafure of the 1%in, he:

weund
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w;tlnd muft have been (fatal; but Provi-
dence, by is miuifter; Zgdefks, preferved
the Marquis for a happier fate,” and Pig-
liani bowed to tte Lacy Agnes.

« T -~ joice,” faid Agnes, with all the
fortitude the coula aflume, * to hear of the
Marquis’s {afety ,—and to yor, Signor Pig-
“liani, I fhall bold .ny {elf for evr indebted—
you will ever fhare my: be.. wifhes for your
permanent - happinefs ;—and perhaps . there
will come a‘time when tay mind will have
‘fuﬁic:entxy recovered its natural compefure
to allow me to fay 1 fhall always fee you
~ with ‘pleafur.. * At prefent, the’ diftrefling

events that have fc rapldly occurred, render
me wernal to fee even thofe th whom Iam

‘moft obliged ; and for a time, av leaft, a
~- Conveat muft be my refuge, untild-crn re: -
~ gain the power of abftracting my mind from
- a conftant attention tu its mifery.”’

-« That period, Lady Agnes,” faid Pig-
ligny, ¢ w1ll {con arrive ;—=you have .ot
merited to meet misforlune, and the pref-
fure of *orrow, not incurred by offences, ‘is

' light,

X
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}.ght mdeed Your na.tural candour fets
vou above any wrrificical ap] Searances of re-

gret where 2 regret was due ,—and Alow
me to add,-as a proof how much a real

paffion can amehorme the heart, the* I re- 4

joicein the hberty you have regained, though 3

I thercby lofe my only hope of obtammg the -
" poffedion of ycur hand ; ;—Dbut indecd, Tady 2

. Agnes; though n.y inmofc foul adored you,
" my heart bled at the serfecutions you fuf-

L

,they are

fered, and I wifhed to obtain your prefer-

" ence, when you: real tendernefs feemed to

be crufhed for ever, thaf 1 might ‘have it in
my power to prote& you from moleftatior, :
and to prove to you how completely I would

e leave you-miftr.{s of yourfclf i

s ngnor, replied. Aprnes, < <1 ‘never il
now knew the full merits or )our Charafrer;
but excufe ‘my expreﬂ'mg what I feel, and
allow’ me tc alk what are }our future pro-'
1eé’cs>”"‘ Tl :

(L Perhaps, Lady, they are fucl*‘as you.
will fcarcely ADDLOYS =¥ ,t; dare affure you
e —@mﬂnbbﬁﬁl@lﬁm perhaps’

" kcollecft
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Yecollect the earneft converfation T held with

the leadzs of the banditti wr fell ia with ;
he was tired and athamed, of the life he then
led, yet alone knew not how to difentangle

himfelf;, we talked over a purfuit, which,

feemed to lead to glory and independence,
an? which would have fully caught my
a&ive foul, nad not my views then pointed
very different’y. Fae {poke of his men as
brave and generous, aad completely under
his guidance ; and, could he be joined by a
- cavalier of honour;" he propoed: to affemble
more men, and fora: a martial troop; which
in" thefe times, when Italy is threatened with
a long continuance of the inteftine convul-
fions thiat nave fo long torn her to pieces,
would enfre refpe@ from his enemies, and

might be ferviceable to his friends. My pre--

fent intention is to return to Signor 2erezzi,

and join myftlf to him; -war wiil engage a°
mind at prefe it 'too much~ occupied by its

own far Gifferént feelings, and if I ‘hould

fall in hattle, L. fhall:-but-terminate, ratber
: i premas

e
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prematurely. a career’ which promms me no-
- blefings that can intereft n.y heart.”
¢« Farewel then, Smnor U”* anfwered Agnes;
¢ may your virtuous purfuits be crowned
" with honour and fubcefs ! and beaflired my
gratxtude and good wifhies will always follow
you.”’ ; ‘ :
eI fcave ‘,vou, quv f\cnes, near
whom my relu&ant fouf,{’ull !mgels.’; faid.
he, ¢ is there no ferhu: nhat I can render
you here ?—Valenti is ftill " mfaoab‘r of, af~
fertmg his/ claim ; ‘but his father, Count
Ubaldo,” talks of” enfc.cing the acknow-
ledged intentions of one who claim¢d aright
to controul you ;—cannot I, 'b'y ftaying here,
.affift in repefiing his vehemence —I, who
hoped to have devoted .y whole 'ife to you,
could not be {o happily employed as in your
fervice.” y4g3) .
¢ Once more, Signor,”! replied Agnes,
« I muft repeat my warmeft _hanks;—but
when you have heard ray prefent intentions,
you will fee that I cannot need. your gene-
' ‘rous intezference : —I tneun, Signor, to make

«

Nip. ? ‘ over, -
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. dver all the property 1 am to inherit, which

1 am tole's. conficerable (inde')enden“ of the -

wealths of erandola) to one v.ho has al-

ready been injured paft atonement, referving
“only enCJOh to fupport nie in' that religious |
fetlufion to which T mean to devote myfelf;

If 7 perfift in this intention, the Count; who

fecks a wealthy bride for Signor. ¥ alenn, will
: tth 1o more of me.” :

b Hcawen forbld replied PIOham, < that

'you (hould perh{‘c in this intention—but
-may you chufe a more powu;ul and 'more '
' accep‘table protettor than myfelf! "Ow Iy allow

Eime to add; Lady‘Aones, that: Whereyer If_

- am, orat whatever moment you ! “may* ‘here2

uftcr ﬁano 2 need of a zealous and adtive

friend, T (hz2ll be ‘moft proud® to’be fum-

moned to your fervice.” And impunting

one fervid kifs* on the pale hand (b= gave

lum, Signor P gliant departed.:

= The 1o*t1tu1 ¢ Agnes had w1th mucH dlf- |

- view, now whally (orfuok her, and fhe threw

herfelf on thecouch, and wept bitterly.

i e

: ﬁculty'pre.urtcd during fo painful an inter-

&

e gigg = “Rarheryy
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-, Father Buonafede faw “and refpe&ed he:s
-diftrefs, and feruvore to difrurb her ¢ fhe even
moved not. 'when the Lady Hypoh*a en- -
tered her &partmcnt, to whom the good,
l'ather commumcated the trying {cene that
had juft occurred, and fpoke highly of har
exertions. The Marchxonefs withed him to&t ‘
go 10 her fon,’ Who was arﬂuolm to h;ar of '
the ftate of herhind, #nd thg would >’ the
nterval remain with Agnes i’;uonafcde,.
who longed to congi'atulate his béloved pupxl .
. on his recenf “elcape fram the ﬁxletto of

: Vitalba,, readily obeyed. the Marchlone{'s, :
~ who watched thh the tendereft anx1ctx he-
ﬁde the couch. of Agnes SERD R S

‘1 : ;NS g CHAP
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&

CHAP, XI

5 - %< Nov-, by keaven! I fcel
¢ Bevond all omens,, that within my heart
« Which marfhals-me to conqueft —fomethmg here

¢ That (natches me beyond all mortal fears 1™
Mason.

W IEL“ Buor.afede Jom,d s pupll
Sigifmond enquired intoevery’ particular ‘of
Agunes’s feelings, and the holy Fathe. could
not deény but fhe feemed moft: decidedly
averfe to any fhoucrh[s of an unior with him ;
religicus feclufion {feemed alone to abforb all
her wifher, and he. recounted to- the yuung
Marcluls the argumcnta {he ufed againft ad-

rmttmg any thoughts ni love. 9id3 el nmia
4‘ L L : i ) The
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The poor youth, w‘ho could admit no idec.
of any felicity tLat was nor, bhilt on the pof
{effion of Agnes, corhbatted thefe arguments
with all his powers," yet. 'feemed ' cruelly
alarmued by the coclnefs and readiucfs with
which fhe arranged her ideas; it appeared
1mpoﬂible to him to reafon with fo much
flueacy, excap. where the fbehr s prompted,
and he feared thic the thoughts which fhe
urged nad, in fa&, made their tull impref
fion on her mind, and that in ner fears of
- the confequences, fhe had loft all w1[h to

" indulge her love.: :

« The irong effort the made,” exclaimed
he, ¢ to conquer her attechment when fhe
“feared it was placed on a_broth-r, has no
. ‘doubt fuc..eeded and .fhe has actually tri-
* umphcd over a paffion that is entwiftea with
every fibre of my heart.—Alas ! my Father,
I thought i+ had: been rmpoﬂible {o iuddenly
. to {ubdue a'real love !’ : ;

«_You can hardly Judge, .y fon, rephed-
Buonafede, *¢ of the permanent ftate of her
: mlnd by the firong exnreffion of her feel-

N4 > : 1.1gs
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“ings at a crifisdike the prefent.—Events of

fuch magnitude and blacknefs hav: fo ra-
pidly fucceeded each other, thrt the is not

~now able to develope her own nheart, nor to

diftingnith between the impreflions of de-
‘pondency and the dittates of reafon.—
Let a little while pafs ere we attempt to

-form a decifive, opinion of what is likely to

_+enfu., Oppreffed as fhe 1. with, the newly

difcovered infamy, ard the horrible death

“of her father, can you wonder that fhe con-

fiders herfelf as a partaker In his giuilt /i

" But be affured, the caution with .whicl} the

ALt

a~oids your name, is- far from a {ymptom .

that. fhe bas {ubdued her attachment.—I"

o+ fear more from  the haraflec frate of “her
‘health and f{pirits; than from any failure in

her fove.” : ,

« Alas:! my Father, exclaimed Sigif-
mond, * if, after all, I am to lo! ¢ het—Oh
rather let her ceale to lovc me, than ceafe to -
live I—I -annot {upport the idea of ber fall-
mg a vitim to the mfemal wickednefs of

her favher,” G Tasy PP,
. : W Unable

'
[
«" 8

= C
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Unable t5 give his dttention to any fubs
ject but the 11.1med13.te cc1cerns of his'love,

“ the Marqub thought it an unwelcc me in-

trufion when Father Zadelki entered, and
defired him to attend in the chambsr where
" Valenti was confined, as the Count Ubaldo
threatened to purfue Iegal means to force the
Lady Agnes to obey the will of her 'ate fa-
ther— ¢
¢ And pretends,” added Zadefki, « that
_he has in his poffeflion a paper, written by
* the hand of Rezzonuo, in which he com-
mits his daughter a.d her eftates to his

,;.:guardlanfhip, and that this paper is executed

thh all Iegal forms ——Tf"this be the cafe, we
may {’cﬂl ave forme trouble Wit the Count
* and lns {on, who has none of the natural
'genezjoﬁtj of youth about him, and can be

wrougnt on by no means to relihqui[h what

ke has it in his power to obtam
« And if fich a pﬁr)er rexifts,” replied‘
Si g;lmond ¢ how chn we contrdul it "’

‘¢« Tet us at. lea{’f’ + anfwesed Zadefkl,‘

*¢ examine the affatt—it may not be fo bad
NG B o
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a5 it is reprefented to me. The circum-
ftance that moft *roubks e 3, that Spigno,
who ks fo long been in the cUnﬁdence of
the monfter Reginald, s now the privy
counfelinr of Ubaldo.—But ‘come, Sigif-
mond, while you hefitate, your enemies are’
Atrengthening themfcxves, and contxmwJr

new plots agmnPc vou.’

Sw fmond thook off his rela&ance, and,
accompanied by Buonaf-de, attended Zadefki
to the chamber of Valenti. = As‘they enter-
ed, they heard high words, and ftopped awhile
in the anti-chamber: the voice of Spizno
wa: high in complaint, and Zadefki haying
accidentally dlﬁmcmfhed fome words, boldly

‘rufhed 1n.

“:Give me the conteﬂf‘d paper"’ ex-
claiméd he ; « prgno, thou art ‘o'deep 'a
villain, it fignifies little to thee whether thou
art paid for aling on: the fide of Juftice or

of Vice ; give me the paper, and thou ﬂmlt
fnot lofe th o yewardih e at

-
£

~3pigno,
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prgno, awed by the addrefs of. Zadeﬂm
was going to obey, when Count Ubaldo
ruthed forwcrd, and tore it from him.

¢¢ It.1sa torgery,” exclaimed Spigno; «I
-will atone, by my prefent conduct, for my.
former villany.—1It is a forgery ; and though
‘my late mafter, Prince Rezzonico, fuffére_d

your fon to become a candidate for the hand
of the »quyr‘_/-\gnes, his- full intentica was

in' favour of Signcr Pighani, and I can
prove my words.” :

« Prove thum,” éxclaimed Ubaldo; ¢ F
poflels the laft will of *he Prince; in whicl
he - gives to ‘me the guardianthip of th
sdx ughter, and recommends it to.me to ;
her a filia! claim to my care anc attentiol

¢« Hold,” faid Zadeki, * let me aﬂ«: a.f"

qucﬁlon :—Is 1t not of the wealthy heirefs

- of Rezzonico you claim the guardianfhip 27

£¢ Undoubtedl), ? replled ‘Ubaldo.
¢ Then learn {rom me,” rerumed Zadefkl,
-¢¢ that all the mherxtance ot Reezonico re="
turns to the right heirs of the family. ~—~The
falfe pioceedings by*wkhich the }ate Reginald
SHNAG 2ide

b » R )
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‘de. Meilcour obtained pofieflion of that
wealth, has beer  fully deve'oped ; the at-
~ tainder. is reverfed, and the eliates are re-
- flored.” :

¢ Wwe fhall examine ihis,”” faid Ubaldo,>
¢ and, if this be true, we fhall relinguifh to
thof: who will have her, the heirefs of Regi-
- nald’s infamy.—1 fuppofe the new Marquis
will .ot be withhela from etpoufing her, by
- the founded reports-of their near Lonfzmgm-
nity ?-—-But I will not blindly take on your
report, mb{‘t reverend Father,: this quickly
coined 1ntel]1gence vefpecting the mhtrlt-
- ance-of Rezzonico.!”

‘T do not ‘wilh you Ihould % 1@111ed
Zadefkiy < the moxeenqulrus yo1 make, thc )
“more will my truth:be proved. The late
Prince R°Zzon1co, who was imp-ifoned by
~the treacherous contrivances of R ginald;.
‘1\ad employe:i many powcrful friends : to
.prove his innorence ; and had juft fucceeded,
_and would in a very. fow days have cluimed
po;u.{non of his own eflates, but that a {fud-
“deén 11mc(s*~toqL +:m off in, prifoa, His

e i

5 ; s fon
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fon has procured ths atteindar (o be reverfed ;
and, as the Marquis is aurcady in poileflion
‘of the Mirandola mherltqnce, nothing w1ll
remain to Agnes but the name of Metlcour.”
| <. We fhall ﬂ g anfwered Ubaldo ;
¢ this tale is mgemous and coherent, but
it will not_ obtam our 1m311c1t faith.” 3 i
| Spigno now -.ddrefled Ubaldo.
<« Sicnor‘Count,” Qid ae, s T WOlldLi"
this mtellwence fhould appear fo incredible
to you, when I have already orclers, under
your own hand, to waylay and murder the ‘
cavalier who clatms Lhe fortvnes of Rezzo-
nico.—You certalnly cave not theﬁ. order:.
acainft a thadow.” S as
Ubalco! turned pale, and the rage of
Valentx, who had hitherto been filent, was
terrible. —Zade'ki, with a look of cool con-
tempe at the plOttiI‘lP‘ Count, turned round
to Mirandola, and faid, V‘{lth an air of' fa-
tlsru&lon——-' Y 1

- We fhall 1ﬂav; then, my dear ])f’arqws,
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fojuf.’t‘icc, whic are not yet gone - and Spigno
“ has it now in his ck dice to give “ull evidence
of all he knows, of to fhare their confine-
ment and fate.” ;
¢¢ Nay,”’ faid Spl*no, LI | hme, 1t 1s true,
b‘een all my life a rafcal, and I believe it is fo
natu:al to me, I fhall find it difficult to re-
form ; however I will make the attempt, and -
am ready, whel. call=d upon, to make a full
difclofure of all T know.”” :
 Zadefki feemed witling to accept lns pcm-
tence, and left hih as a guard over the
Count-and the Chevulier Valenti; but for
once the forethoughr of Zadefki faiied him,
for no_ {ooner. was Spigno left alone with his '
late frlends, than he contrived and effected.
their efcape, shich he thared ; thus putting
an end to all -further trouble on ‘heir ac-:
count, to - the fatisfattion of the - - young
Marquls, who was tired of fcrutlmzmg into
the vices.of ma. kind... One only idea had
taken pofleifion of Inm : and while he re-
mained ‘n ‘uncertainty . about the Lady.
Agnes’ sﬁna.l dec1ﬁon, that. fufpenfe abforbed
all
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all other fezliugs.  In v~in he reflected’ on’
every particuiar, recalled every word h= had
heard her ritter, or that had been repeated to
hir ; he could not help flatteri..g himfelf
one¢' moment that (he would “at laft relent,
and be biaffed by’ the perfuafions of all s’
friends to accept him; nor the' next, re-
lapfinginto abfo'ute defpair. ' Father Buona-
fede was obliged to exe.t all the [way he had
- fo long exercifeds over’ the mind of Sigif- -
“mond, to affift him now to prelerve any
equammrty 5 and’ Zadefki contmually re-
minded him not to derogate Som the efta-
_ blifhed principles'of his Houfe. At length
his agitation bécame ton great to allo.s him
to remanany longerat a diftance from her,
and he" approached the chamber whére fhie’
had paffed the night';—the'day was now far
advaneced.!'and he ‘“felt unequal to 'another’
night of fuch fufpenfc as the laft! :
¢« And yet, ‘my fon,” aid Buonafede,'
« you' can fcarcelyiexpect, inthe ‘prefent’
ftate of the Lady Agnes’s feclings, +hat fhe"
can come to a fpeedy decifion on {o important
v e yitiova paint s
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:ipoint ;—undoubiedly, if you aow hurry
her to make an irrevocabie declaration of her.
intentions,_t‘ney will be anfavourable to you.
" Time 2lune can work that change 1n her
heart, which fhall enable her to a& accord-
ing to her former tendernefs.—Can fhe, do
you thii}k, intan’ly give her hand to ‘he
man who - has publifbed tie infamy of her
ia.mer, and purfued him even to deatk, ?‘"
< Alas!” replizd-Sicifmond, ¢ the more
time fhe aas to refle¢t on this, while I am
prevented from pouring into her ears the foft
‘yerfua"ﬁons ot love, the more fhe will:harden
- ther heartagainft rn%—the more odious I fhall
beconse in her. eyzs.—Go to her, Father
‘Buonafede, I befegch you go to her, and
perfuade her to fee me—to let me hear, from
her own lips, that fhe wilhies my abfence—
withes never to fee me more!” .
¢ And do jou think, Slglﬁ'nond o
 fiwered Buonafele; < thut your caufe is in the
“ hands of an unikilfnl or.nattentive advocate ?
Is not your mother, ‘lie excellent Lady
(Hy?ohta, with her 3 and will not fhe, think
you,




REGINALD. 281

you, watch every favourable opportunity to
plead the wilaes of a fon {o dear *”
¢ I fea~,” replied the young Narquis,
-« ] fear 1 am unrcafonable ;—but indeed,
my dear and vencrable benefactor, the tem-
poral fuccefles I have experienced are of no
‘avail to my Lappinefs, unlefs I can perfuade
the Lady Agnes to fhare cheia with me.”

Again he .:cpedted his f{olicitations to
Father Buonafede to -enter the apartment,
and promifed to remaia with Zadefki in the
great hall. Here thé admonitions of Za-
detki, whofe ftern chara@er imprefled him
with more awe than the feeling and aTec-
‘tionate Buon'afede, reftcred his mind to a
INOTE NETYOLS manlinefs, and bs promlfed to
await * tie iffue with compofure and calm-
nefs..—The good F ather remained not long
“in the room.

“¢ She yet fleeps,” fald hes; ¢ fhe has en-
joyed fome hours of tranquil and refrefhing
repefe. Come in for ‘a moment, and be-’
-hold hér innocent coun! enance, agd lct its

- . calmnc(

5 » x
~ »
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C'almne('s footh the perturbations of your
bofom.”

Sig:fimonu and Zadefki bofh, with noife-
lefs f’céps, approached the room, and gazed
with ad:..iration on .the- ]ovely fweetness of
her looks: a half-imile fat upon her lips,
and a vermeil glow, like the hve of the early
morning, emb-llitied her delicate check s
one arm {upported lLer heau and was almoft
hid: by hei ﬂnmng trefles 3 the other hung
careleflly down, nor could Sigifmond forbear
imprinting ca the fnowy hand one gentle
kifs. ~ Still fhe flept, and the Lady Hypolita
contemplated aer flumbers with maternal ten=-
. dernefs ;—in vain {lie requefted her beloved
fon tc leave the room, left the fai. invalid
fhould wake, and, the agitation of {eeing
him fhould more than counterbalanc= the
benefits of her quiet repofe. He knelt be=
fide the couch, and grafping his. mother’s
hands, feemed cnable to move; at length
the voice of Zalefki roufed nim to exertion,
and he was preparicg to rife, when the faint
voice of ' Lady Agnes arrefted him. :
i 5 : sel

¥
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< | have been happy,” faid the; ¢« have
+{een my mothzs, ana my ipirits are calmed.”
~riEye yet {he peiceivea hlm, Slg\ﬁnond
. with quiet leps, retreated’ out of fight, and
Zadetki left the room.  The M..chionefs
{poke to her;and the poor fufferer anfwered
heriin a voice of affection that forced tears -
froia ‘the syes of Buon:fede, At length
Agnes - pefceived her’ venerable friend ; fhe
held out her hand to him with a look of
tender relpeét— :
<« My Fatber,” faid fhe, “ youl prefence
_ comforts me.—~Tell me, may I aik, wherc——
how is Sigifmond ?”’ .
« Afk all you pleaﬂ, dear Agnes, res
plied the Farher, £ Slg Amond s wel., but

' moft anrious———"

¢ Fthink,” faid (he, ¥ I could bear to fee
him while yet my mother’s voice founds inmy
ears—*¢ Aznes,” faid fhie to me, ¢Sigifmond
~ is the fon of my love ; drive him not to de-
{pa’r,ay child. ———Y&t I knov not how, even: '
though ' this fanc1ed’ coquand corrcfponds
~with the advice of this dear lady, and with-
your 55

s
4
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‘your’s, my Father—I know not how to for-
get at onze all the reafons againft— -

¢ See him, however,” faid: the Mar-
chionefs, “ fee my. fon, deareft Agnes, and
try to obey the voice ol your mother—of |
both your mothers.”

« Agnes prefled the hand of the Marchlo-
_mnels to her lip3, aud Buonafede led Sigifmond
forwasd. He knelt by the fide of the couch
—he fixea his earneft eyes on her bluthing
face, and not veuturing to fpeak, awaited i in
earneft expedtation the firft accents of her
voice ;—what he had heard, had aimoft f{uf-
pended his taculties; and Agnés, {uffering
under his gaze, Lid her face in the Mar-
chionefs’s brfom: 3 ;
¢ Speak to hlm, Agnes,” faid (he Mar-
chxoncfs, ¢ confirn the. hopcs you have
raifed.” ML

¢ She is mine—(he is mine |”’ exclaimed
Sigifmond, and threw his arms around  her.
~ She fhrunl, however, from his ardent em-
brace, and wept e pioufly, :

g b s ALSEY
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58 A]a faid .(he, at length, ¢ I am
unable to.Jucigc.—»_Tl}e doubts fc artfully
raifed, though they are for ever annihilated,
yet opprefs my fpirits ;—the confcioulnefs of
my infamy; and the cruel ‘events that have
fo. rapidly fucceeded each other, feem to
throw an eternal barrier A \

-« Think *net {ﬁ deeply of thefe thngq
my daughter,” faid the Marchionefs, ** the
remembrance of the crimes of others attaches
. not to you;—the doubtq whmh you own"
are anmhllated, it is needlefs to combat.—
There remains then onlv the fimple queﬁlon,
Do you—can'you ftill love my fon'?”

- THe entrance’of Father Zadefki here for -
_awhile poitponcd the neceflity of in anfwer.

- 4T have been w'ltnd'ﬁng,” faid "he, ¢ a
horrible fcenesthe laft’ moments of ‘tvhe)'
murdere" Ferierlco ———Hls depofition fu'ﬂly
confirmis * il our’ wil (hes, “and “had the -
finalleft “hadow of a doubt i‘emamed, efta-"
blithes: thc birth of Slgn[moncl on the fureft
foundation. He declares that no dou};t ever
 for a moment exifted ;> that the whole houfe- °

“hgld =

~ »
4
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Lold knew tro'well the virtunus demeanour
of the Liady Mar-hionefs, to entertain the
fmallert idea that Sigifmond was not the fon
of the Marquis he fo ftrikingly refembles.—
For Vitaiba, he hrs declared his intention
'to enter a monaftery, and thereby to evince
the ﬁncerit}; of his refolution no more to
molefi the Lady Agnes with a paffion, which
he declares wezs fincere and heneft, though
he had no hope of fucc.{s but from the trea-
cherous ‘plan in which Lauretta had affifted
him, and which was {o fortanately baffled
by tbe Marquis di Mirandola.”
¢ And how,” enquired Agnes, ¢ was that
plan fruftrated 2—1 shave much to learn.—I
often wifhed to know -how Sigiimond effe&t-
ed:his efeaps2? & 5
¢ And-I will willingly relate t to you,
 deareft -Agnes,” replied Sigitmond. ¢ You
recolle¢t, no doubt, the night when you
_pointed out.tc ‘me the fecret paffage from
, your aparument ;—when I had “advanced
fome way, I pondzred whether'I ought not
-to returny fince afiuredly it would be. dif-

& i covered

€
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covered which way I had efcaved, and might
involve vou :n trouble; but recolle&ing
* that import.nt events hung on my ootain-
ing my liberty, though I knew not thenhow
.peculiarly they involved myfelf I advanced,
with mych difficulty and toil, through paf- -
fages almoft choaked up with rubbifh, -~nd
perplexed by wincings. I {pent the gieateft
'part of the night in fearching. for an outlet,
. and almoft feared I hould be'left there to
perith for want 5 for, after ‘dziylight, to re-
turn would be impofiible, -even if ' could
have boime again to e pofe ‘myfelf to the
fufferings * 1 bad alreadw fled from. At
length, however, I foumd the outlet. but
: dxfcovefed ‘that the wmdmgs of the pal-
_fage had very much de&el'ved m», ‘as I'had
concluaed that I thould be at fome diftance
from thc mr’iblted part -of the caltle ; this,
however, was not the cafz, and as daylight:
was rapidly advancing; it wasy neceflary for
me to exert my utmdft{peed to cicape un-
difcovered from fo dancru':)us a fpot.> Fhat
1 fmceeued however, ‘the event fufﬁuently' :

evinges 3
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evinces ; and having f{ucceeded allo in the.
purpofe of my journey, whica was to in-
duce the two'venerable Fathers, Buonafede
and Zadefki, to accompany me hither, in
order to =xamine into the cruth of the feve-
ral circumftances that appeared fo myfte-
rious ;-1 was‘returping to the caftle, and,
as I doubted oi ovtaining adnsitiance at che
ufual cnirance. I was procc.ding to recon-
noitre the fecret patfages, when I was alarm-
ed by afound that {eemed advancing to meet
me; and in a few moments I diftinguithed
. Vitalba, and fome of the fervanss T had feen
at the caftle. I was not long before I dif*
covered the villunous purpofe he was en-
_gaged in, ard inftantly attacking him, and
being moft bravely feccnded by thofe who were
with me, I had the good fortune to v.ound
and fecure the principal villains, and to per-
fuade the reft to aflift in my return to the
caftle.” ' : ;
¢« You “peak ﬂxght]y,” faid Agnes, .+ of
my obiigations to you'; but I “fee that Tam
indebteu to you for ‘mo-e than life.”
oy e R Sl ¢ Thcre‘

4 ‘ I 2 *¥
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<« There is one way,” faid Zadfki. ©in
which you an repay thefe obligations, and
gratitude cailseupbn you not to hefitate.”

Tie young DNiarquis protefted againft
fuch a plea being et up; however it might
firengthen his nopes. - He could not bear to-
owe to any motive but genume, unaffcted
love, that E)leﬁ'ms which vet ke fhoula-die
to lofe.’ : 3

Agnes, overpowcred by the conteft, by'
the united willizss of all prefent, and by the
incrcaﬁng emctions of her own heart, held

out hier hand to Sigifmond,. entreating him

not to {crutinize too ne;a.lly into all the’
motives to whici he owed it, left’ ‘he (hould
be too well atisfied. She infifted,~however,,
on fpend.ag fome time in a Convent, till the
cruel wounds, {o recently made, (hould be
fomewhat healed ; and with this the Mar-
quis was forced to reft contented

Amid the general | joy, however, the La,dy
Hypolita alone retamed any unea.ﬁnef"'
fhe could not wholly recover from ‘the cruel
“figmas the barbarous policy o Rezzonico

¥OL. LIL, . G2 o s Had
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had threwn upon her tame ;-—that fhe had

never deferved them, was not. for a mo-

ment doubted by any one ; but when the
venerablz Bertoldo, now nearly recovered

from the effects of his {ufferings, appeared X
arrong(t them, the warmth “of his fuffrage
to her uncommon merit, ana-the clear lefti-

mony by which he eftablfhed the fact of
her having concerted her efcape, iatisfied

even her delicat’e mind." It was histoavow
" the contrivarice by which.the whole houfehiold
had been deceived bv the repo_t of her death :

T he corpfe, which hdd been procured, was
attired in her babiliments, and Ber ring, the
topaz which Sigi{mond had remarked, had
. been placsd there purpofely to affift the de?
ception.—Yet eitablifhed as her appinefs
feemed now to be, it yet received a fenfible
addition i the reftoration of Nerina, who

~ beheld her beloved miftrefs with an ecftacy
of joy and «wonde:, that called rorth the
rym’mtl’y of all:the fpectators ; nor could
_her aﬁ‘é&lonatc heait rcﬁram its. GVCI‘ﬂOWlDUS
u‘t the ﬁDbL of her utpung Lord ‘to enfure’
: 7 4 ¥ © whole
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wholg fazety,* in his mfancy the had fo "no--\
bly encountered {3 many perils. :

At thxsrcnﬁs the imeflenger, who had been
fent to Pontalti¥or the papers meutioned by
. Meilcour, returned, Bringing only frme’
triffing memorandums, which they> could
only conclugde h._c had m2ntioned in that im-
portant mannes® to add new diftrefs to that
his atrocious condué@ Bad occationed.

Every doubt Being thas fuly done away,
Voltorno btgame once, mord the feat of
gaiety and ;hofpltahty ; and it was the gene-

ral ho')e that the miferies 3rifing frem a
Trans Alpine ma,rrmge. wsere now for ever
at an cad. »Even Aghes way induted: to
~overcome her {crupleg, qand to {eal at once
the fmcxtv of the Marauis, fooner than- (he
at firft intended, out of comphm»nt to
Zadefki, whofe indefatigablg and generous
exertions in the caufe of Mirandola deferved
the uumofl gratitudy ; and-Whoy though he
withed to witdéls e i}{)%lﬂ omumm&tlon of
Rﬁi‘r&{} was, ‘yet. eaa‘éﬁo return to
,éﬁxemcnt he lo e S R
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: The Villa balvmtx too, fWht. ‘e tneir loves
had frft bcgun, was ever a favourite retreat,
after Time bad fuily thewn to eacl. the value
of the blefung in poffeflion. In thofe inie-
relt'ng {cenes they loved to retrace the va-
rious c.rcumftahces of their lives, and to re-
@l the hours cadeared by fo iaany tender
remembrances. : :

The fingtlar events which led to fo happy

Vatermmatir‘n were faithfuily recorded, for
the beneﬁt of ‘the rifing race of ’\/Ixr‘mdola‘-
who ‘were careTully taught that ~sirtuous in-
tentions are of fmall avail without fortitude
and conftancy ; and- were always inftiucted:
to keep in view the noble mesto~ uf their
: E—‘oufe, and to be 1n.aif c1rcumﬂancu, how-

ever trying; uniformly faithful-and firm .
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