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ne:ghcbouunc hamlms in cmhzatlon, plenty,

“and all the arts and Laoits that embellith

life ; her peafants wcre " not -only more
expert, but they ware. alfo gayer even than
the generahty of the gay "Savoyards,
young girls were prettier, and ador*ed them-
{elveswith mere tafle, and the old men were
wifer than any of their comtrymen. Quar-
rels and Jeathﬁcs -were ‘unknown ” in->the
village of Colano, and for all this peculiar °
hanpinsfs its 1l abitants were 1adebted to -
the gooc fathz: Buonafede, -vho had long
beenits paftor, under the dire@ion of a
communityof Dominican Friars, whorefided
in a monaftery built among, the tremendous

_precipices of the Alps. Father Buonafede

loved his parifhoners as if fhey had been hig

“own childrcu, and no offers of aggrandize-

- ment in his Convent could tempt him to

relmqm(h the fiee- pleafure of Lving with
and for thefe ﬁmplc ruftics, who more than
counterbalanced, by the fincerity and warmth

- of their attackment to him, their want of
< refiiement7nd elegance.”

There
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There were, indeed, a few ckateaus ‘n-
the neighbourhood; where Father Buonafede
was always a welcome guefl ; and not vnfre-
" quently he vifited his former companions in
the monaftery, among ‘whem' were many
worthy ana learned Monks, wich whom he
enjoyed the folace of friendly communi-
cation, and indeeC his prefence never failed
tocreate a fort of Toliday amose the yc anger
boarders and lay-brothers of < the Con-
vent. Among the foremofl of the boarders
who flew to congratulate his arrizal, a youth
of the name of Sigifmond was ufually the
* moft diftinguithed. Sigifinonw had been
admitted among thefe affociates by the
intereft of Father Buonafede, who thence-
forward copfidered him as more parricalarly
his own protigde, -and was always regarded
by the Jad with peculiar affe&tion and
gratitude. One day, liowever, on vifiting
the Convent, Sigifmond fai'ed to meet the
Father with his ufual alacrity, and the
omiffion excited the alarms of the venerable
man, -Finding the ufual time of his vifit
B 2 elapfle
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“clapfe without the yoluth’s appcaunb, “he
{fought him in his cell, where he fate over-
whelmed witn forrow ; a faint fmile paffed
acrofs his pallid countenance as he beheld
_the good Father, whotenderly enquired the
reafon of his evident gricf.

« Alag! my father,” faid the youthful
mourner, ¢ you fee me he moﬁ miferable
‘of martals ; -1 am doomed to 1lreparablc
wmtchednei £

< And what 1|1emed1able forrow can have
Gverwhelmdd you at your age: ?”’ enquired
the Trather; * you furely apprehend  too
muche

<« No. Father,” replied the youth, “Judoe
if T enlarge upon my, caule of grief.—To-
morrov: 1 am to enter my noviciate, and, in
confequence of rmy having pafled my life
within thefe walls, it is to be fhortened Lalf
the Gfual time, and in fix months I am to
 be adinitted a miember of the community.”

¢ And is this fo temble a lot, my dear |
Sigifmord ?” afked the Father ; 3 ““itis whdt
you muft always have expeéied.”

< Alas!
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¢ Alas ! alas| my Father,” replied Sigil-
mond, ¢ I have never thought about my
future deftination ; but every obfervation I
have been capable of making, fsrves only to
convince me that the moaaftic life is a moft
miferable one, and that wy difpofition. is
wholly repugnant to it.”

< And by what means are you enabled,
my fon,” faid th: Friar, * to compate the
Levils of the moaaftic life w.th thofe to be

~encountered in the world ?” -

« Oh!” anfwered the youth, ¢ tuere is
not one cxcepnon to the m'Rry of the
Monks; in the world there is at leaft a
diverfity of fates, a chance ~f chequering
evil with good. It is not fo heic; there is
not one fhade of white thrown acrofs the
gloomy horrors of religious feclufion.”

< Alas! my fon,” reolied thc Father,
+¢ how many of thofe who have expmﬁenced
the various mileries cf the world, fch for
the fecurity and peace of a'cloifter I”” ‘

<< Surely,” exclaimed Sigifmond, <« it is
becaufe they have never fried that boafted
B3 fecurity 5

)
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fecuzity,; had they but too furely it
is the irrevocability- of the fate that con-
ﬁltutes great pan: of its peculiar wretch-
ednefs,” ¢

¢ And does not ~rour. own reafon, Sigif=
mond,” faid tl= _Father, ¢ convince you °
that a ftate in itfelf good, is not altered by-
being‘ irrevocable ;—that, on Zhe contrary,
the certainty of its continaance is a ftrong .
argum nt in its favour, and that religious
communities aze in their principle'good.”

-¢ Pardon me, my Father,” replied Sigif-
mend ; <€ but ybu, who have kncwn the
world ~ut of a cloifter as well as in it, muft
be even more convinced than I am, how
often fyftems, beautiful in theory, fail when
reduced to practice ;—nay, you yourfelf,
my benefactor, have firft taught me to
languifh for a fcene of more active virtue
than a cloifter=-you, who are perpetually
employed in doing g00d—jyou; whofz coua-
tenance is alway: {erenc—you, who would

_not quit your little village for the highéﬁ

- honours our cloxﬁer can beﬁow—who would

ot
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not be our Superior; -though, if you had,
your poor Sigifimorid would “never have
wifhed todeave this, dreadful pnfon
Here’ the tears of _the young “reafoner
" flowed afrefh, and Ea ther Buonafede,. dfter
* tenderly, embracing .hnn’, Jecummendeq it
to him to reconcile himfelf ;o bis fate, and
uttered much good counf?l, which had but
little effect Onu the poor youth, who with
horror contcmplatcd the cersmonies a.ppomt-

ed for the enfuing day. - . \
Father Buonafede felt-in reality more
{fympathy and compafiion forSigifinond’than
he dared to exprefs, and on leaving Lim, went
direé&ly to the Superior, with whom he had
a’long converfation; and though at firft he
entertained but little hopes of fucceeding,
 yet he {o forcibly-urged the r»pt:gnance and
_ averfion of the poor youth to his deflinys
and the abfolute negsflify there was that a
facrifice fhould be voluntary to “rerder it
acceptable to the Supreme Being, that he'
obtained a mitigation of the fentence; for
the Supcr'or would ot whollyrelinquith his.
& et B 4 cla,‘ms g
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claitns upon Sigifimord, but infifted that if
in a‘given period no cir~tmftance occurred
which . thould place the youth tc advantage
‘n the “world, = he fhould return to - the'
monaftery, and take' the irrevocable vow
which was for ever to feclude him frora
fociety. . For a long time the Superior in-
fifted that this period fhould be fixed to the
day whan Sigifmend (hould attain the age of
eighteen; and iz was with infinite difficulty
that Father Buona‘ede obtained an extenfion
of it wwo years longer. More eafily he
gained permifi-on to take Sigifmond with
him to k.5 humble abode ; fince no means of
providing for him could occur if he were to
remain fhut up within tie walls of the
Convent. ol Sz
Fraught with ‘thefe welzome tidings, Fa-
~ther Buonafede retuined to the cell of Sigi(-
mond, who, bathéd in tears, hld ‘his fnce,
and exciaimed—¢¢ ever, never let rme lee
you again, my dear benefactor ! it is not by
fecing you I am to be rcconciled to my lot.”

¢« Tam
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< Jam forry for tha 5" replied the Fat ier,
¢ fince I have dbtdined a fhort reprieve for
you, on condmon thiat I take you home with:
. me, and endca.vour to brmcr you to a propcx
_frame of mind to receive the vows.”
e Alol” Father,” ® exclainsed Smfmond
{miling through his' tears, .“'dld 1 hear you
* aright  But a,fhort repricve, you fay!—
Well, I will not complain?nor ungratefully
fpurn at the bleflings that :ﬁ'e offered to me,
becaufe they are not all my fangunc fancy
could wifh for.” :
¢ That is turniig pl]ilofophy to Tome
account,” replicd Father Bupnafc‘fe 5 “but
come, are you ready? Colans is at fome
diftance, and Tam not a rapid fraveller.” = «
€ Rcady, Oh'Father——"" and thc grate-
“ful youth threvs *himfelf at the’feet of his
- venerable-friend, and embrnc"ed his knees®
with arn cntnuﬁaﬁmtnc I"r ar frove, in vain
to reprc(s At length however, he made him -
fenfible of the neceffity of moderation, and
haflily making up 2 fufal? packet of ‘lined,
Sigifmond bade a fhort farewe. tohis compa- ]
% s wighs,
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< nions, cpa\i—d a formal compliment to the
Superior, who would have given him a long
harangue on wkat he expetted from his
docility in future, but that he trufted the
tafk to Father Bucnafede ; and placing him-
fzIf at the elbcw of the benevolenc Friar,
was in a few minutes on the outfide of thofe
walls which fo lately he hal imagined en-
~ clofed him for lit¢. Tears of gratitude and
joy burft from his eyes as he heard the pertal
clof1 behind him, and he preffed the hand
of his good fricud with an energy far more
“eloquent than language. = His heart was too
full to allow hin to utter a fyllable, and
they walked for fome time in filence- through
“the deep woods which Sigi{mond had fo
often viewed from the high narrow windows
of the monaﬁery——woods which excluded all
view of that world beyond, to which its
inmates-often fent forth an ardent wifh.
~They procceded along the fides of precipices
which overhung  chafms of tremendous
depth while rocks of equal height rofe
_ befide them, ;rmced at the top with pines
3 of
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of grotefque forms, whofe roots, bare rothe
blaft, feemed 'icarcelv to cling to the foil
from whence they derived Leir nourifh ient,
Slmfmond though fo wholly unufed to the
. view of nature, was too bufily cngaged
‘within“to attend even to the ftriking objects -
_that momentarily preferited © themielves
without 3 till ;at length, faddénly emerging
from the woods, the travellers fonnd them=
felves on a green knoll which commanded a-
moft extenfive view among the rofuantic
and tremendous mountairs, and afforded
them a full and inviting profpe& of the

2

fertile valley and happy 'viilage of Colano, >

. swhile, through a mountain‘vitla of immenfe

extent, the eye difcerned a diftant Jandfcape,
 brilliant with funfhine, and gay with towns
and villas. A fudden exclamation burft

irom Sigifmond, and preffing the hand of >

the good Father to ‘nis heart, be id in a
low and {upprefied: voice—¢¢ Never, nevet
did 1 fo fully feel the value of liberty as
at'this-moment! Oh my Father! can it be
an acccpt‘;b{e {acrifice that nien fhould fhut _

B G thcm?lves

s
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2 tﬁemfelves out from the enJoyment of fuch

»

- delight ?**
e Sigifmond,” faid the venerable Friar,

+<¢ furvey this wide extended view, fix your

fight alfo on the ittle humble habitation
beneath your fect,—then obferve thefe tre-
mendous gizantic children of nature among
which we are wandering |

¢ I.do' my Fa: l’er,” inteirupted  Sigif-

.mond ; < I obferve, I admire all thefe

van.Js o0jeds, and I feel that to you I
am indebted for veholding them ;—but, Oh
my Father | I feel alfo that they will render
me more than cver averfe to returning to
the Convent.—~A fhort repnevc you fald
my Father ¢ .

« It will feem”a thort one to you, my
{fon,” repllcd the venerable Father, « even
if you enjoy the whole period aliowed to
you. ‘Ihe Superior infifts that, unlefs cir-
cumftances fhould occtir to render it impof=~
fible, you fhall return to the Convent, and~

‘réceive the vows when you reach the age.

twenty,” : .
N  %0h \
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< Oh my s Rather 2 exslaimed Sigif
mond, ‘¢ at what a moment have you ex-
plained *o me the fulnefs of my hapinefs!
Four years of liberty !—liberty ‘which on
_the fummits of thefe ‘mountains: appears
fuch an extended, fuch au invaluable gift !
And what is this wide-world which T fee
before me ? VVas it not given to man for his
inheritance I not to thut himfelf np between
gloomy walls, and to hide from his own
knowledge thefe magnificent objefts wmch
lift his foul to his Creaor. Why, my
Father, tell ‘me,” continued Sigilmond,
. <« why are we formed to feel fuch boundlefs
-delight at ‘the thought of’ an unreferved
" intercourfe with our fel'low-creatures, if it
be acceptable to the great Creator that we
“~fhould fly from fuch intercourfe, and debar
ourfelves from that delizht ” :
<« My young fiiend,” replied 1‘?monafede,
¢ I am not at all {urprifed at the warmth
with which you reafon ; *your fentiments are
natural at yciur‘agc hereafter, perhaps, you
v1ll be bet*cr able to comprchend _the
S fcr’lmgs



T4 REGINALD.

feelings whlchfhave induced men tosfeclude .
themfelves from the temiptations and mi-

feries of the worlG,-and to refpect the high
enthufiafm of devotion which has led them

_to fo:fake the nleafures of fociety.”

e Pardon ine, my Father,” anfwered the
youth, < if to my mexper.enced concep-
tions it appears that the firft are founded in
cowardice, and thc fecond in miftake. i
there are temptaticns in the world, they are
fureiy-pe-mitted by God to add a new luftre
to that virtue which triumphs over them.—
If there ar~ miferies—alas ! though there are
greater miferies <n a Convent—yct it is
cowardly to feck a mean and felfifh fecurity
from thofe forrows to which others are left
expofed ; we ought all to help to bear each
“other’s burthens, and in fo doing, fortify

" the endurance of -each other, and furely
the cnthufum of deveatica can never be {o
.ughly excited at a_cloifter as at fuch a

i,momeut as  this, whcn, in the midit of his
ﬁupendous works, the mind fees and feels

- fomewhat of the immenfity and grandear of
the Zdmighty !

“ ‘/n
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& Vye muft continue our argument zs we :
proceed on our journey,” faid Buonafede ¢
¢ we bave yet far to s and the fun is
hattening to the weft ;—fee how he ﬂlfeady ;
_tinges the light clouds -vith crimfon,”
¢ Ah ! my Father, fuppdrt yourfelf on my
~arm,” faid- Sigifmond, it will fave you
from fome {atigue. There was but ons
window to vhich T had ‘accefs i1 the mo-
naftery, from whence T could behold the
fublime fight of the ferting fun, ang wat
was {o higli, that it was wyl fome dificuley
I could gratify ‘my eyes with it.  Yet how
often have I lingered aftcr the veiper bell
has rung, to gaze on the duating vapours,
tinted with purple, and fringed with gold,
—to mark the fmall brilliant clouds, glow-
ing  with alrioft infufferable brightnefs,
which furround that glorious luminary when
“he is about to hide himfelf from our eyes,
—to watch the gradual change of the ferenc
blue to a luminous vermilion, then, in the
upper regions of the air, to @ rich purple,
while ia the horizon flill remained a line of
. rzvhant
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raalmkcnmfoa, which continued to glow,
thovgh graduating towards a faffron” hue,
long ziter. the upper air had affumed the
-dufky grey of evening’
¢ You have been an ardent admirer of
this glorious ficht, my fon,” anfwered
Buonafede, ™ and pow then takea laft look,
for this evening, of the weft tha: fo fafcinates
your yeuns imagiiation; for we are going
acain to plunge amid woods which will
Obru X our view ot the horizon.””.” « . .
Sigifmond gaz-u eagerly at the weft, and .
~ then turning towards his kind proteétor,
purfued-his way ~vith alacrity through the
woods,. where tue faint glimmering of the
tw lhght {carcely permitted them to difcern
the path. At length, however, they finally
quitted the botom of the fored, and entered
the village of Colmo, which appcared to
the youthful Sigifmona = perfect paradife.
~He gazed around him with delight,—now
_lamented that the failing light would not
‘permit him to fatisfy his cager curiofity, and
-now remembered with tranfport that the
X ?\ : . morrow,

©
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mortow, and ili:lzxy {ecceflive mostows would
enable him tovi~w at his leiture the fceae
that fo 2nchanted him. He prefled the
hand of his venerable condu&or, and ‘ex-
claimed—¢ And iq all thefe cottnges, my

fFathcr, refide huraan bemoa, who recipro-
cally give and receive happinefs. ~ Ah! even!
now I fee throucrh that window an intereft-
ing young woman giving their wholefome
fupper to a number cf chiidren'! How happy
the little creatures look with their plentifil
portion of bread and frcit, and with” what
kindnefs the good woman rooks at them |—
Sheis undoubtedly their mother.™

i Shie is,’ ’ replied the good Father; ¢ but, -
‘my fon, in 'tine you fhall know all thefe
human beings who fo ftrongly intereft
you ; let us now move bnu:"wards sothey
evening is chilly.” © ?

Sigi{mond tore himfelf away from a fight
that gave fo new a pleafure to his.young
and benevolent heart, “and accompanied the
Prieft to a humble white habitation, fcarczly
dlﬁmnrullhed from the oth’cr cottages ¢f
: , the
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the hamlet; where a good oid woman re-
ccived her mafter with“jny, and his young
companion with furprife. 2

s flere, Urlulas? {aid Father Buonafede,
« T have brought you a, young man to
enliven the houfe; you muft make upa’
bed for him:”*

S« A bed!” exclaxme.d Urfula, < yes,
fure |—Rut who s the gentleman ? ? Sure [ -
remember his face 3’

« And yet,” redlied the Father, « it is
many, very manv years fince yon faw it,—
he was not five years old when you knew !
him.” - :

« What' then,”” cried Urfula, « this is
the very Sigifmond that I have danced {0
often in-my arms ?” G
ocsdhe vcryvfame, indeed,” replied the
Father ; ¢ but come! ¢ Urfula, we are hun-
gry, and fhall foon be Peepy alfo.?> e

A fimpié repaft was immediately {Sread *
before this new Mentor and Telgmachus,
who both did honour to thelr frugal fare ;.
4nd when Sigifmond retired to 1ns bed, for

el a time -



Q

j} % REGINALD. g 19

% a'nme extreme:, Eapmnefs kept hinl wakmg,

till at length-he fell into a fieep as profoand

and as_tranquil ,as ever blefled the couch ~

of infant innocence, *
' He arofe in tha morning, gay as the latk

_ that carolled oven his ‘headyand gazed with

inexpreflible tranfport on the veftiges of
inhabitation which every where met his eyes.
The procefs of cultivation, -which caught
his attentfon from many a wneighbouring
field, interefted him e:tremely s for in the
magnificent {olitude to -vhich he had hitherto
been confined, no traces of focicty were to
be fecen. The wants of the community
were fupplied as it were by magic, for n¢

{ymptoms of »labour were any where to be

difcerned, nor any thing to be defcried,
which reminded the behelder of that

_ world inhabited by his fellow-men, —or
. of the dependmcc,-wﬁlch no human being

. confidered the means by widch himfell ana

can fhake off; of the communiiy of which
he isa member. 2

.

ngl(mohd thouvh be had refleéted a good :

deal for his age, had not-in the Corvent

the
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the breth;en were furmfhed with the necef-\
ﬁnescoﬁ life ; and now that he faw the
_'mhabltants ot the wvillage at that labour,
fo lndlfr,erﬁblc to'.Le fupport of thou(ands,
he more than ever found reafon to obJeé‘c to
the luxurious indolence which detained {u
many in the idle feverities of a “Mokilh
ufe, who had no pr'efext from- their birth or
their fortune to efcape the geneial lot of the
labonous peor. - -
Father Buonatede was forry to feé his
[ objser. S, to monaltic feeclufion fo firmly
rooted, as he feared neceflity woulu niake it
his ultimate refource; for he knew -of no
| fiend that Sigifmond poﬁ'cg'ed in the wxde
univerfe that fo delighted him wx;h pro-
{pects of focie;y,tfave himfelf, and he was !
~ powerlefs to provide for him otherwife than
in the Convent. But the you.h fo warmly
“declared he would fat prefer the moft las
_borious lif% to that he Lad w1tneffed fo
-sany years, and from which there was no
return, that the good - Father trcmblcd Teft
the Supenor Ihould at tl ¢ appointed time
< cinfife

1
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infift on. his sreentering ‘the menaftory.
Slgd'mopd howegver, fuﬂ'ered no fears of {0 -
diftantf period to mterrupt the happinefs
of the prefent hour, Four years appeared
to him like a whale lifg, and to have fuffer-
ed even 2n ‘inevitable ev;l whlch was not
to take placc ‘till four years were elapfed, to
embitter his *hopes, woulgl have anpeared to
his ardent iMagination h.ghly ablurd, and to
his youthful reafon unBhilofophical :—hew
much more.{o then, whan a thgufand events

. already  prefented themfe:ves to hig lively °

. fancy which would entirely derange the plans
‘of the Superior. © He wc‘)u.li'i go into fome?
“army, and feznalize himfelf in war; he

would marry.{eme young peafant oitl, and,
{urrounded by;x family of {iniing’ childseh,

- realize in his own houfe the picture whxrh ]

had fo forcibly ftryck him the precedmo

. evemng :—infhort, hewould certathly defeat,

the vgews of the Father Abbot, and fince
a futunty fo fmiling was before him, .he
would give the pfefent wholly to the dwecs

tion of Fathtr Buonafede. e
el N j _ Wather.
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* Father Bugnafede took !um ¢o the various
cottages, made him '1cqua.mted with the
inbabifants of Colano, whom many cf them
_vemembered when Sigifmond firft appeared
in the village ~n indant. . Every where he
found good humour and gaiety, and in the
evening Slgl(mond joined with the young
fpearants in the dance on the green, and
thought all .he fictions of the poets realized,
ard the golden age -eally exifting on earth.
. A few dajs paflfed 2 amufements, and the:
- firfk etjoyment Of a delight {o exquifite
-as the conZioufnefs of liberty; and Father
Buonafede then laid down a plan of ttudy
which fhould enlarge the views, and diret
the judgment of Sigifmond,; and by mak-
ing him acquainted with human nature in
general, ‘and with his own ‘neart in par-
ticular, enable him' to decide juftly and
. properly: «cacerning his own future plans of
nife.  Sigifmond added great docility to
excellent “talents, and Father Buonafede,
- who in his early youth had been a proficient
in zIl the elegant literature -of “the age,
1 delighted
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delighted to recal ‘ufeas Whth had bng’
lain dormant, amf’ to fee the young imagi-
nation of Smfmond takgefire and, expand
as hie caught the fublithe vifions of the poets, -
or the lofty truths o? phibofophy. - -

* Father Buonafede continutd his occafional :

' vifits to the mgnafterys and tie only mo-

" ments in which gloom ever overfpread the
face of “the youth, were wiien it was deemed
neceffary for him alfo to vrﬁt “the Convent. ;
The conflant check the Supenor Bl pre-
tended to hald aver his futlﬂc hf;, tersified

, and dejected him; and he Cagerlyatricd to
cfcapc from fo difcouraging a profpe& to 7
more confolatory views of tbﬁxgs When
he did not accompany the Father on thefe
painful occafi fons, | “he employed the intervals
of his abfence sin w:u;denno through the _

= delightful > paftoral environs of the nllacre,

.. oramong the grand an(i: fublime fceng? which
the neighbouring mountains afforded him.
—He was’an enthuﬁaﬁxc lover of the nable,

, and awful views he found in the bofom of

* the Alps s—he gazed with 3vonder :m.d
i admlr*tt,bn
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'—'Ca,:imi'mtion on thofe  enormous efforts of
g creatlon, and when he 1aw ‘them retiring
in cudie"s perfpc’hvc behind each other,
fome frowning in ruae and naked chﬁy,
fom= clothed witk ancient and venerable
~ forefts, and f{oawe adorned' with fpots or
cultivation which- his ‘ fancy refembled to
Colano,’ he felt ennobled by. confidering
‘himfelf s of more real ir/nporta.ncé than
thefe tremendou: objeéts—himfelf—man—
tuc-being to whom the carth, thus beau-
tifully and fub-imely adorned, was given !
‘Hc would return after thefe excurfions to *
_the good Fathe’s lowly habitation, and the
expreffions of his gratitude and delight often
called tears into the Father’s eyes.
Nor was Sigifmond wholly lofl in this
“enthufiafin’s—he loved and cultivated the
fofter arts of life ; -the {cenes he admired, his®
ready pencil could trarsfer to paper with a
{pirit and fidelity which would ferve in
i future times to embellith diftant “eness with
a thoufand dear remembrances.—< Multiply
thefe pictures, my fon,” the good Father
would
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would fay to hid ; < fhould your ot ‘throw
you into the more troublefome and thorny
{cenes of life, you will return, by means of
thefe views, to the calm village of Colano:
and the animating grandeur of the Alps;
“and even fhould your fiture” deftiny ‘be
happy, nothing will ever be more fweet to
you than the remembrance of the days of
' _your youth.” - s - ’

In a fine e»emng, teo, Si Exf_uond would
wake: the breathing flute(with inimitable
tendernefs and grace, and whether he played
the lively airs fo congenial to the gaiety of
the peafants, or the touching melodic, which
{poke the foft fenfibility of his own heart,
no" one gave fuclo fweetnefs to its tones or
fuch force to its expreflion. There was one
peculiar. recefs in the bofom of,the moun-
tains to which he often perfuaded the Father
to retire wlth him, where the hills form=d 3
number of natural echoes, and witere the
melting . founds reverberated many  times
more and more faintly, till at laft they

VOLy Taii 3 ¢ 2 feemed-
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efeemdd like the fong of Ipirits, borne at

“§ntervals npon the galé-
& _Father Buopafede.would often gaze upon
“the youth, formed as he feemed to enjoy
haprinefs, and toadorr. focicty, and endeavour

~ to difcern what ‘would be his future fafe,
_ till irrepreffible anxicty clouded his coun--
tenance, and tears ftarted from his eyes.
Sigifc~nd, thoigh  he perceived the unea-

_ finefs ot his “encfaCor, penctrated’ not its
“eaufe, and refpected too much the invariable
filence Le prefcrved to enquire into it;
but he exertzd all his powers of foothing
(to afluase the f{orrow which lacerated his
own bofom, nor could the Farhé_r be infen-
fible to the gentle efforts of fo affeGtionate
a being. Sigifinond himfelf would fome-
times véatzre to enquire who were his
parents, and what circumftances had thrown
him fo wholly on-the care of the Father?

“ But thefe enquiries were always anfivered in..
a manner that for a confiderable fime pre-
vented their renewal, and Sigifmond, who,
~in the marzer in which he lived, knew not -
: : Siiall
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all .the worth the world attaches to rank
and birth, foon fereut the folicitude cafual
circumftances had excited, and happy in the
prefent, fuffered neither the paft nor the
future to create uneaZnefs, or overcloud the
fenfbine he enjoyed. » There was nothing
in the fituation of  thofe whom he faw daily
to renew his curiofity—they were Claude,
Julian, Francefco,—hewas$S: gifmonv‘b‘;—-this
caufed no {peculation ; Le dar:c~_ occafionally
with Marina, with Laurula, with Flora.
and they diftinguifhed hiwa not from the
other youths that fhared in rheir paftimes.
Uifula alone fometimes approached hun with
a refpect which at times created a wonder
in his bofom ; Lbut this fubfided when he
confidered that {ke accuftomed herfelf to
this manner, as- _he ‘was the fiend and
companion of her mafter:

The cultivation. which Father Buo-
nafede -beftowed upon his talents excited
the moft lafting ‘fufpieior.s; he knew that
the peafants were not taught to philofophize
and reafon, that they were infer(ible to the

Yre charms
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charriss f poefy, or to ihe delicacies of
muiic 3 bt the mannar ¢f the Father ferved
ultimately to reprefs his enquiries, and he
remained contented in his ignoraace. “And
indeed,” faid he to himfelf, when he had in
vain bewilcered him{zlf in conjeftures,—
<« and, indeed, of what confequen(fe is it ?
1f in thefe various talents, which the good-
nefs of Father Buonafede fuffers me to
cultivate, 1= 5 only giving me new and
various means f happines, are birth and
rank neceflary zo their enjoyment ?—and
am [ not equally dehghted with the fublime
{cenes of Nature, or the enchanting melodies !
of mufic, as if I knew to whom I was
‘indebted for my bxrth?—My powers of
enjoyment, I know full well I owe to Father
Buonafed=, and no child can love a parent
better than I love him—nor can a parent
feel more affeCtion-for his offspring than he
does for me ;—yet there is fomething inex-
preflibly {weet in the bond between parents
and children ! ‘Dorina gazes on the young
people
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people with fuch tendeinefs as they enc1rcle
her of an evening, and when T take her
- daughter Flora for my partper, fhe watches
her with {o much  {olcitude :—well, and
do I feel any want of this exquifite teuder-
nefs in my connexion with Father Buo-
nafede >—Oh no! it were ungrateful " to
wifh to penetrate a myftery which perhaps
he himfelf is unable to unracel.

C.3? ) CHAP,
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CHAP. 1II.

. 7

4 Yon pending column, mofsy-grown and rude,
. % Now torn vy Time, and faithlefsCo its truft,
¢4/ Once mark’c the proud {pot where a temple {tood,
¢« _And myftic rites made confecrate its duft."
; LOVELL,

IN the meanwhile weeks: infenfibly grew
into monms and months into years, while
Sigifmond was puifuing a courfe of life' fo
. beneficial and {o agr-eable, without refleGting.
on what was to be lus permanent deftination
infuture. The Frior of the Convent, how-

. ever, forgot him not, and reminded Father
Buonafede, who had for fome time forborne
2 te
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to take him at all on thofe unpleafant vifits,

that Sigifmond mu'tibe advancing rapidly

to the appointed'pcriod,-:md he had not
yet heard that any mnde of providing for
him had offcred more eligible than the

- eftablifhment omiginaily deftinea for him in

the Convent ;—and the good Father returned
this evening with renewed penfivenefs to his
pupil, who had advanced fome way up the
romantic path, in order toir _cf s bene-
factor. It was yet carly in the day, and the
beauty of the feafon temptid therm to repofe
awhile in the cave of Echo, a name waich
the fanciful Sigifmond had given to wie fpol -

where that fabled nymph amuled herfelf with

 fuch fingular fpostivenefs ; and a5 Sigifmond

was never without his flute, he rejoiced in
the propofal. The cave was 3t fome dif=
tance from the path they were purfuing, and *
they had to crofs fome Jery rugged ground
in order to arrive atit.

The youth fupported the vencrable Fa-
ther over fome tottering crags, and they
proceeded in ﬁlcncc, not even uttermg onc

C 4 remark
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‘remark on the wild and fantaftic forms which

in this crefs-path the mountains affumed.
The Monk was fangucd by the time he
reached the cave, znd feated himfelf on
a rud: bench which Sigifinond had conftrué-
ed, and placed in the moft favourable part
to hear the efe of the echoes, whilehe
advanced to a remote corner, from whence
the for~ds floared more diftinéily through
the numerou. nuffages, and occafioned fuch
harmorious reve:berations. He took out
his flute, and played two or three fimple airs,
gay and lively. and then infenfibly deviated
. into fune wild and irregular fymphonics,
ftopping every now and then, abruptly, to
hear the dying falls among the receding
mountains, and beginning -again in ftrains
plaintive zad anpremedita‘ed as thofe of the
Aolian harp. At length he touched a few |
notes of a pathetic .ir, which he bat rarely
indulged himfelf in 1n the hearing of Father
Buonafede. The Father, indeed,ir a mo-
- ment of luxurirus melancholy had taughe
Bim this air, which was, in a peculiar mamier,
connected
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connedted with e rtemembrai.ce of a
mournful event, thac had driven him from
the world into the (Meltering bofom of
religion ; and he couold rarely hear thofe
tremulons notes without {hedding new tears
to the memory of the Lady Olivia,” who
died fuddenly of a moft malignant fever, a
few days before that apcointed for his
nuptials with Ier.

“This circumftance, fo deeply imprefi=”
and fo fondly remembered, foftened the
good Father’s heart to all thu fw et huma-'
nities of life; he had known the luxury of
thofe foft affeGtions which are viholly refufed
to the votaries of religious feclufion ;. his
own were indeed ‘buried in the’ grave of
his ‘Olivia, but they taught hia <o feel for
others, while the greater part of the bro-
therhood, united in the community from
natural aufterity of temper, or placed there
in early youth by the authority of parents

or guardians, had never known, and had no
fympathy for the ‘moft delicious propenfitics
of nature. The placid ferenity of the hea-

C i vons,
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vens, the chequered fun-beams that fell
fofiened on tnc grafs through *he waving
foliage of a large poolar, the f{oft whifpers
of the breeze which played among its
trembling leaves, and the profound ftillnefs
with which the Father fate and liftened to
the mufic, all confpired to iaduce Slnfmond
to ventur. ‘on he firft note. of this exqui-
fitely plaintive.nelody. Its firfll notes were
peculiar, and when he had founded them,
he ftopped asruptly, as if to liften for the
echoes - but in reality to obferve theiri imme-
diate effeét on the Father, who made him a
' fign to continue the air.  Sigifmond obeyed.
Never had he played with fuch touching
_expreffion ; never had the fong founded {o
beautiful'or fo affeéting ; and when he had
finithed, he waited a moment ia filence to
_hear Fc laft faint nctes as they rebounded
along the hills, and fwelled upon the gale ;
_and when the moft diftant echo ceafed to
tepeat the facred tones, he put/ his fluteinto -
“his pocket, and with light and ‘noifelefs foot
ap\)roached the Father, and throwing him- .

{ felf
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“felf  on the ground#at h\s fect, grafped’ his
hand, and bathed i¢ with delicious tearsof
exquifite ‘fenfibility ;—thofe of Buonafede
were filently ftealing down his venerable
. cheek, and bending bver fhecfd”rm of Sigif~ |
mond, they mingled tegethes expreffions {o
congenial of fuch kindred minds. After
fome moments, the Father roufed. himfelf
from this indulgence, 4nd ﬁ]rli'éhly‘récal!ing
the remembrance of the  Father Abbot’s.s
converfation, with him, enquired-of Sigif-
mond how old he was. Sig:fmond ftarted
from the ground, and refleting a rmoment,
could give no anfwer ; but ;m;.nt and leaned
againft the oppofite’ rock, and tears, far
different from thdfe tender ones juft excited
by the mufic—tears of bitter regret, ftole
. down his face, and he femained mufing in
filence. - At length he cz :called his fomtudc,
_ and returning to the Father, he faid—< Al-
“moft threg years are elapfed of that period
I once thought would laft forever! I had-—
ceafed to refledt that the Suberior would-
rccmm me as fiis property 3 and now, thac
c6’ , fo

o
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< {o Gnpleafant ‘a rememhiance has occurred,
" I muft venture to enquire by what authority
he claims me at all. I was made a member
of his community by-no parent ; there is no
reafon why I fhould fecter myfelf with vows
to which my whole foul is adverfe ; and
when he calls upon me to Te-enter the
Convert, I will refufe to obey. Iknow of
no duty th.* binds me to be the flave of
the Father Abbot.”

<« Wy fon.” teplied Father Buonafede,
¢ do you think I, who am fubjeéted to the
authoaty of the Father Abbot by vows
which I neither can, nor with to annul—
do you tkink that'I caa uphold you in
contumacy ? ‘Or do you with to make me
regret th> ¢me I have beftowed on: the
cultivation of yout mind ?” ;

« My Father;”  anfwered Sigifmond,
« though you have been, as you fay, long
fubjected to the rules of the Corvent by
- inviolable vows, and though‘I have no doubt
but you perceive and feel the propriety
of adhering to’ engagements voluntarily

5 made,
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made, yet I kiow your mind is tooliberal
to infift upon the neceflity of any one,
already ‘free, making a facrifice toswhich his
whole foul is utterdy repugnant ! In, all the

. fentiments I have heard yowexprefs, in all

the opinions you bave inculcated in our
various converfations, you have difplayed

a generofity of foul far, very far {uperior to

the abje meannefs of Hiitiing impli-
citly to an ufurped authority.”
¢ And, what authority, Sigiftiond, wxll

< From your earlieft infancy Itlave edu-

cated you ; I placed you in,ﬂt‘he Convent, and"

° knowing I could make no better provifion

for you, confeated to your bgcomiﬁg a lay-
brother.—Do_you wifh to,smake me recede
from engagements thus tacitly formed ? or
do ygix wifh me to-violate the word given
three years ago, when I took y®l again out

of the Convent, that-at the age of twenty :

T would again refign you to it, if no events
had occurred in ‘the mter\ml to- render ik
mlpm&udblc 22 : >

e Not <

S
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“ <& Not for the world, iry Father,” réphed
Sigifmond, < would I wilh you, in the
{raalleft degree, to viclate on my account
any engagement eithercopenly  or tacitly
acknowledged ; nor will 1, by any contu-
macy, fubjeét you to regret. But my
refolurion is taken :(—I will not either devote
myfelf a ~&im t~ everlafting repentance—
I will at the .prointed time re-enter the
Convent : but when there, I will affert my
own freecxom, and refufe to embrace its obli-
gations.”

_ ¢ The time is not yet arrived, my fon,”
anfwered Buonafede ; ¢ before it does come,
- I muft convinze you how unavailing would
be any refiftence you migiit make when
once you wurc again withir thofe walls.—
Oh my fon, my fon!—you, though fo
long an inmate of i, Convent, yet know
not the extent of its power—the ‘dreadful
punithments it can inflict 17’

¢ No matter, my Father; at leaft T will
not wilfully deom myfelf to endlefs regret 3
bur, asyou fay, the time is not yet arrived—
: e e year

=
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a year may be ‘pregnant witl many and
ftrange events. Somethiny within feems to
perfuade me I was not born to be immurcd
in a cloifter; and we will, at leaft, not
' begir yet to make ourfelves miferable about
a circumftance, which thizgs, vet hidden in
the bofom of futurity, ‘may render wholly
inconfequential.” . .« - ,
Sigifinond affe¢ted a “enity he did not
feel ; for, in fact, the words of Buonafecie
had deeply imprefled aim. He felt that
the good Father was indecd involved in his
future obedience, and he knew- that the"
_ obligation of long habits had rendered im-
plicit fubmilfion to the -orders of the
Convent a firit principle in the mind of
Buonafede. Fiberal in himfIf; he would
never have eftablithed a community which
conftituted the abr.gadon of every focial
feeling, a chief viitue in its’ code ; but,
becoine a member of fuch a community,
to which, from the habits of carly education,
he had ever borne 2 profeund refpeé; he
held inviolable fubmiffion to its ardinauces
¢ 1 ~ rather
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rzther an aft©of neceffity ‘than of volition.
Sigifmond felt that to the Father he himf{elf
owed eveiy thing—even the implicit obedi-
ence of a child to a pasent; he felt that
were his condaét to involve his benefactor
in tegret, or in what he would efteem
dilgrace, he never could forgive hlmfelf'
and to fave Buonafede from any fuch feeling,
he could at . hat. moment have devoted
kimfelf to the horrors of a monaftic life.
_ Nor was e wholly ignorant ‘of the dreadful
punifhments to which the Father alluded..
He remc...bered that a member of the com-
- munity had incurred the difpleafure of the
Superior, and had been threatened with
confirement ; that the pedon had been
carned into tbat confinement, 'whence he
bad never returned; and it was even .
rumoured that he £=2 died there.

Thefe 1efleétions paded acrofs his niind
as they moved filently homeward; and
reading a ftrong expreffion of difquict ‘on
the-countenance of the Father, Sigifmond:
eaprefled his detcrmmatlon to abide by his

will
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will -at the appointed time, if. no' event
thould occur to fi his defling in any other
way before that period. :
Other reflettions had paffed in. tire bofor
of Buonafede ducing the fame interval.
‘He, however, expiefled nis approbation of]
and even gratitude for, the docility of his
pupil ; though, at the fame time, he (ecretly
hoped that an event, of which he fometimes
faw a poffibility he darec p-c hint to the.
fanguine mind of Sigifinond, might take
place, to fave him from a lot fo ardently,
and perhaps fo juftly, deorecated. They
reached the village juft as the dep-~ting fun
bad tinged the horizon with a faffron glow,
while the moo.j, rifing modeftly in the eaft,
threw her filver radiance over the ferene and
beautiful fcene. The lads:and laffes of the
village were affembled for their evening
dance, and Marina, who was dlfenaabed
feeirg Sigifmond, rar{portively @0 uim, and
mnvited him to join the party; but Sigif
mond was not difpofed for the gay diffipation
of the dance,-—fcv&rcr thougHts were pafli g
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. ig his ntind; and the melody of the taborand
pipe, Svhich had {o often fri his fpirits and his
linfbs at once in motion, now founded difcord
in his ears.  Herefufed Marina, and the was
retreating with a look of piqued difappoint-
ment, when faddenly reflefting _that a
habit of conquering ruerely felfiln feelings
was a great fiep towards real virtue, he
followed her with a look of humility and
good humow, ani joiaed the merry group.
The fight of their feftivity was. however
infufficieat - to rade his {pirits; but the
approvation of - Buonafede, who had feen
and un_rftood the ftruggle and the tri-

. umph, at leaft procured him, on his return
to the cottage. a found and peaceful flumber;
undifturbed by any vifioas of monaftic
refleCtions cr rropaftic feverities.
. The following evening, juft as the vene-
rable Father and.kZ. scile pupil wer= going
to fet out sor their even.ng walk, a meffenger
arrived from the Villa Salviati, requeftinz that
the Friarwould vifit there the Lady St. Clair,
who was in a very indifférent ftate of health,

‘ and
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; and who had often at various times, entreaterd
the attendance of Buonafede.” ‘He inme-
diately prepared to obey the fummons, and
Sigifmond propofed fo accompany him as
far- as the gate that opened into the
demefne particularly Belonging to “the
villa. The road they had to pafs was beau-
tiful, and united all the peculiar features of
theadjacent country :—patt of it lay through
venerable woods, from which; en.erging on
a fudden, it commanded at various opemny'
diverfified and enchanting views cver very
diftant traéts of land, while the Doria ipraad
its winding  waters among f{cenes—€ varied
beauty, cultivation, and mildnefs. As they
wound up the®fides of the hill, while the
charms of the way beguiled the toilfome
afcent, Sigifmond afked 1'0m;4jueﬁions rela-
tive to the Lady St. Chair, who, oftener than
any of.the inhabitants % the nexghbourmg
villas, fent to reque“c the preferice of the
Frieft.- Buonafede told his pupil that fhe
was the widow of a French Oiﬁqer of
? 2 diftinétion ;-
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_diftin&ons that her hiftory was mournful,
baving loft lier hufband within a twelve-
mcnth after their union, and that this lofs
was alfosattended: with fome diftreding cir-
cumftances, which had fo much affected her
fpirits, that ‘he Lad iamediately quitted
the fcene of her former happinefs, and had
ever fince refided in the Viila Salviati, with
which fhe had been accommodated by a
friend who snew all the particulars of her
“fituation.—< Her life,” added Buonafede,
« is the moft exemplary imaginable; her
chrriies are aluoft unbounded—at leaft

lzy kn~ no limits but her ability, and (he
en taxes her own very moderate indulgen-
ces to enable I‘Aer to enlarge her donations 3
her piety is fincere and fervent, and never
did I know a human being fo faint-like as
Madame St. Clair.  She has pafled the laft -
feventeen years (the term of her abode
here) i. 3 conflant oreparation for that
world to which I have long thought her
haftening. Religion is her only confolation ;
yet fo great have been her misfortunes,
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t.at there are momients when even yeligion
is infufficient tot vreferve her franquillity.
She reproaches herfelf with thefe moments
as with® crimes; fo truly delicate is he-
confcience.”
¢ Ah my Fathcr 1?9 exclaimed Sigif-
~mond, © how much_your .account of this
amiable mourner interefls.me !—how much
I fhould with to hear all the pamcula.rs of
a hiftory fo afdi&ing.”>. -
¢ I,'myfclf, am not fully acquamted withe:
” replied Buonafede; < bur cven the
circumftances I do know, further than I have
already related to you, I am bound ‘o con=
ceal. Madame St.- Clair wifhes not to
become an obje&t of pity to any one.”
¢¢ Asyou have defcribed her, my Father,”
anfwered Sigifmond, < fhe muft be an objet
of reverence to all whe know how to efteem.
virtue ! Oh that I had ~uta chance of ever
being mtroduced toker!”
< That, I fear,”” replied the Fathel, “you
have not. = She avoids the ﬁght of ftrangers.
and I know her dxtpoﬁnon 400 exaltly to
; Wi

it
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vwith to méake fuch a propofal ;—but we have
veached the gate, and pow, Sigifmond, we
muft part.”

Sigifinond ‘opened *he gate for Buonafede
to pas through, and ftruck into a path
on the right haad, which feemed to lead
into the decpeft receffes of the woods. He

- wandered for a confiderable time without
. either knowing or refleéting whither he was
going, when fuldenly the appearance of
fome ruined building at a diftance caught his
attention, and he went up to it. ‘The
ruins appeared: to have belonged to fome
very n.ule manfion, as the columns were of
“immenfe diameter, and fome of them, which
ftill remained ftanding, fcemed' to have
fupported a roof of amazing height, and
moft beauvtifnlly ornamented with the fan-
ciful fretwork. of Gothic architeGture. He
wandered along-~—_~ble corridor which -ter-
minated m a chape: lefs ruinous iadeed
than the colonade, but flill unfit for ufe;
“its appearance befpoke the grandeur of the
family to which it had once belonged ; its
: walls
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walls wore covered with efcutcheans which,
:hough faded and torn, yet fpoke loudly cf
the former fame of their owners ; the bro- 5
ken windows yet difplayed fome fiagmente
of . painted glafs, in the centre of which,
in every window that remainec undemoiifh-
ed, were blazoned- the arms of the famec
family to whom the efcutcheons alfo be-
longed ; where the glafs was wholly gone,
its place was fupplicd by huge maffes of
ivy and various other creepers, which pre-
vented the glare of day from ever difturbing
the < dim religious light” of this venerable
ftruéture. Sigifmond endeavourec ‘o read
the infcriptions which covered the walls,
but moft of them were fo much decayed by
time and damps-as to be illegible ; but one
monument appeared to have fallen a victim
to ‘negleét, rather thau to time,—it was a
magnificent ftructure, -~ ~n its top repofed
a martial ﬁgufe, whofC countenance, uncoms=
moanly: well executed by a moft fkilful
ftatuary, had fomething in it that engaged
the attention of Sigifmond ia a very high
Yoo . degree.
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. degrees He ftood contemplating .t for a
confitierable time, and read all that was yet.
lefv of an infcription thet appeared to have
heen induftrioufly defaced ; the name and
quality of the perfon vere not to be dif-
covered, but 2nough yet remained to inform
the obferver that he bad been murdered by
banditti in the flower of his age. At the
- bottom of the-infeription was the fame coat
of arms Lie nad ~emaiked in every window
‘and upon every cfcutcheon—it was a dog
repofing at the fooc of a pyramid built on.a
rock. Sigifmond wandered from this mo-
“numer. - to others fcattered about the cha-
pel; but none interefted him like this, and
obferving to= failing light, he quitted the
ruins, and endeavoured tc trace back his
way to th~ xillage; ‘but he kad rambled
beyond the ufual extent of his walks, ezs
rather in a differ~— Jire&tion, and be foun_&?
himfelf bewildered 1.« the mazes of the
weod.  Finding that be only involved him-
felt ‘in greater perplexity, he refolved to
regain the chapel, prelemng to pa.fs the

-~ migit
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night under its ﬂ:eltcr. than armdft the! trcc.,
of the foreit.

-For a time, howerer, thc mcrea{' ing dark-
nefs rende.ed this apparenily impofficle, and
he began to reficn himfIf to the idea of
fpending the long hoars tils moruing beneath
the fhaae of the trees.

* A thoufand ideas rufhed upon his mind
refpecting the premature death of the perfon,
as he had underftcod fror the infcription
that he “had been murde.cdvat no great, -
diftance from the chapel, or at 1zt from
the caftle to which the chapeyhad belonged.
The uneafnefs of Buonafede alfo: ac ud to
his perturbation, and he continued to wan-.
der, though hop:lefs of difcovering either.
the ruins: or the road to Colino. Very
rarely did the intermingliog branches of the
‘venerable  trees - permit Lim “to obtain a
"ghmpfe oi the firmamep# which, when he
could view it, he foan1 obfcured by neavy
clouds.  The -apprebenfion of  a ftorm,
added to his reluftance to pals the night

s without fhelter; but-he quite Jefpaired of

SQENOL Xy L B regaining -
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had gained the chapel; and though he
¢rufted it was pot his venerable friend, yet
he rejoiced in the idea of baving a com-
panion during fo dreadful a night as this
threatened to be. He was now at the door
of the chapel; and turning round -to look
down the long ‘arcades he had paffed, he
thought he perceived at thp other end a
figure, ftrongly refembling that he had before
obfcrved at th= very place where he himfelf
siow focd: He thought Le muft be de-
_ ¢eiwed by the partial and momentary light
of the flaflies ; forit was only during their
continuance that he: could difcern any
object , at all, and concluded  he had
- miftaken the fhadow of a broken pillar for
a2 human figure ; for i thougbt it unlikely
that fo many travellers (hould feek a thelter
tader: thefe ruins, unlefs indeed, and. he
fhuddered as the thought glanced acrofs his
mind, they were a gang of Landitti, who
lurked {ecurely in the midft of thefe ruins,
and had fixed here their permanent habita-

~ tion. Not a little difmayed by this ide;; ‘
-~ he
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he remained fixed to the fpot where he
" ood, while the thunder rolled awtully over
his head, and in repeated .everberaticas
founded among the diftant mountains. Be-
fore this tremendous neal was well finifhed,
another gleam of lightning d:fclofed again
to his view the {fame figure, which appeared
ftationary ; he wis now certain he was not
deceived ;—it could not be . piilar-he faw,
for their thadows fell in a different direction,
He determined to wait, fteadily gazing on
the fpot;, till the next concrion fhovld:
be over, and then to fhout aloud.—He did
fo, and while his voice yet ‘dunded along
the corridor, a new flath enabled him to
obferve the figure {uddenly move from the:
fpot, and glide haftily away ;—itappeared to
Sigifmond that it went into the foreft, yet
this feemed fo improbable, that he expected
by the next illumination, to iee it almoft
befide him. When the repercuffion of the °
thunder ceafcd, however, he liftened 1ntently
to hear the found of footfteps along the
' colonade ; bu all was full asdeath; no
: L3 found
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Sead met his ear, fave the wind thiat gently
sgitated the leaves at intervals during the
patfes of the torm, nor did *he quickly
fucceeding flafh difcover to him any perfon
along the cloiftess.

He now recolleted the firlt figure he had
oblerved in the fpot where he now ftood,
and, feized with an indefcribable awe, he
tremblra to encer the chapdl ; yet refleting
that many hours muft yet elapfe before the
morning light viould enable hiin to regain
the road to-Colano, and recolletting that
there' were fome benches yet covered with
tattered rema.ns of ‘velvet,” which would
afford him tome repofe, he ftrove to fbake
off the fuperftitious terror that was crecping
on his mind, and entered the chapel. - The
found of his footfteps echived difmally along
the vaulted roof. and whenever the gleams
of ths Ughtning caft = partial light over the.
building, he eagerly tried to difcover whe-
ther there was any one in it befides himfelf.
Sometimes he fancie @ he diftinguithed other
footfteps than his own ; yet when he ftood
{till, he was commced by the perfed filence

that
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‘ ard &t lenotle fucceed‘i:ngj:y the affitance of

the ligllcnihg, he feated himfelf, and ftrove
_to compofe his mend.

After fome time the florm abated, and
_the moon evan becan at intervals to throwher
fteady light acrofs the chapel. Sigifmond
felt thankful for the ceflation of the tempeft,
-and after a while, obferving “that the moon
fully iHuminated the whole building, he
raifed himf{elf on the bench, and endeavoured
to difcover whetier any other being was
within the rtinous walls. = As he gazed
. inten' in every diretion, fomething on.
the left hand like a human eye attiacted
his attention, and turning fuddenly round,
he thought he perceived a figure glide behind
the monument of  the diftinguifhed perfon
who had fo (rongly intereited him. Con-
vinced that no one could a& thus but
“from Jioworft of motives, his heart funk
within him ;—yet, refleGting  that by the
caution the villain pleferved he was probably
alone, and 'neant to ave waited till {leep
‘fhould have feale_d the eyes of his victim,

= the
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the courgdge of Sizifmond ro'ul'ell within
him, and, feeling hinifelf cqual to a conteft

_ with any ﬁ}ng]c being, he boldly defcended

from the bench where e ftood, and follcwed
to the very {pot where he thought he had
feen the perfon concezl himfelf: but no
trace ‘of any human being appeared, nor
along ‘the aifle, which, as he now ftood,
was perfectly enlightened by the moon,
did any fymptom difcover tnat any one was
in the chapel fave himfelf.—Not the light-
eft echo of a footftep whifper=d along the
vaulted ‘arches, not the fofteft breawiing
ftole upon his ear, and a terror lefs conquer-
able, ‘becaufe leis dét.erminate than the
former, took podtffion of his fonfes. He

~ felt afhamed of his fears, and. =g-ining the

bench, refumed his ftaiion, and tried to
examine whether the m... “eams, falling
on any prominence in the pillars,” had
occafior.=d the gleam he had miftaken for a
human eye ; but nothing appeared either to
rencw or to explain his' feass, and after con-

| tmumg watching a long time, without any-

D § § - new
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- pew circumfance arifine to confirm his
terrors, reafon and ‘reneétion aflifted to
difperfe them ; and fatigued both in mind

“‘and body, he {tretchec himfelf on the bench,
and foughe in ﬂeep a renovation of his
powers.

: Sigifmond flept peacefullv and well, until
the bright beans of the morning fun, dart-
ing on Liis face, awoke him.  Freed from all

" his terrors, he ‘gazed around him on the
chapel, of 'whnch he could now obferve all
thie beduty, and wondered at the alarms that

3 hild, . few hours before, [0 overpowered his
. philofophy. All was tranquil, and no: trace

' was to be found of the being that had
caufed hia fo much fpecalation. He blufh-
ed for the weak terrors that had fo over-
awed him, and leaving the chapel, endea-
voured to: res~*_. the Ioft 1oad ta Colano.

. The morﬁing, brilliant and calm, swas-un-

- commonly delightful after thie tremendous

war of clements that had agitated the night ;-

dew-drops: glittered like diamonds on every
blade of grafs, and on every leaf that trem-
bled
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¢ What, .n ‘that chﬂp._l Signor P(’ de-
hunded the peafant thh evident aﬁ:&p h-
ment. © A5
< Yes,” replied Sigifmond.
< And ycu theught yourfclf fortunate,”
remarked the peafant, *in finding fuch
fhelter ! By the Mafs, if you pafled a quiet
night there, you were indeed fortunate.
But you {1y you ate geing to Colano;—Iam
going there myfclf, and as the way is rather
~ntricate if you pleafe T will be your guide.”
. Sigifmond trankfully accepted this offer,
“and the old man and he fet forward
3 together
< What did you mean by your allufiont

- tothe dnpel friend 7 faid_Sigifmond.

; {‘ Nay, wnor,. replxed the peafant, <1
only\faxd you were fortunaté if you pafled
a quiet™misht there. © Were you difturbed,

Signor " . 2

*iThe: ma}n was a very unquiet  one,’”

anfwered the youth ; I never remember a

more tremendous florny; it was not likely

I thould fleep undifturbed through’ fuch ‘a

: itempeft,.
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tempeft, but after that T repof~d tranquiliy
enough.” - - 2

¢ Indeed I’ faidy the old man i £y
there are flrange things faid ; but you muft
. know beft—you. ffept wéll you fay 2”7
“¢ Quite well,” replied Sigifmond.
¢¢ Then there is no more to be faid,”
obferved the old man ; 5 “but by the holy
Mafs, nunbers.will be gled to hear you had a
good night’s reft there, though I doubt thev
won’t believe me.’
¢ What is your meaning, friend ?** afked
Sigifmond.
¢ Nay, Signor,” rcplxed the peafant Thy
* have always faid they were oaly tales to bd
laughed at, aad Father Pugnani has alwa:ys—
difcouraged all repetition of. fush nonfenfe ;
and {o, 1f you pleafs‘, we will fa morc_
about it.’ : f
¢ As you pleale;” faid Ao {rhond, who -
© perceived that the more intercft he betrayed,
the more the old man refolvcd to ‘be filent.
£ As you pleafe,” faid he 53¢ but do =you
%now "~ whethér there was formerly a large
" ; caftle
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caftle on that fituation ? Thie chapel and the
corridor appear to have belonged to a very
- .oble edifice.””

« Why you muft be'quite a ftranger in |

thefe parts,” replied the peafant, « if you

. don’t know that there was a very magnifi-
cent caftle there, which was pulled down,‘
all but t‘h‘.tAch:s.pe1 and the corridor ; and the
Villa Saluan built<with the materials.”

¢ Thea the Vll]a Salviati is mot very far
diftant from the chapel #”” faid Sigifmond.

<« Diftant, Signor ! no, not above a quar-
ter of a-mile 3 it would have been placed
further off, but. that it would have been fo,

{ expenfive toremove the materials; for my
Lo\'d d1d not much like to have it buxlt fo
" near.’

« Wh fo?? afkea S:glfmond 3 ¢“as far
as T could Judg ~,me corridor feemed to
command a very v fine view, and the caftle
muft there have enJoyed every advantzge of
fituation.”

“¢¢ Oh yes, S'gnor! the ﬁtuatxon was good
<nough for that matter, and better, indeed,

fds

c {2
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juit now ,—however, I fuppofe, ngnor, it

does pot much fignify.”’

= Not at all,” replied S:gx['mond who

began to think. that the old peafant had .
fome motive for concealing what he- did

know; and thercfore z’.ﬂ‘e&ing to have no

further curiofity on the fubje/t, he began

talking of other t>ings.

The old man, who longed to' open his
Leart ful'y on the fubjeét of the Caltle,
brought back the converfation ro it, by
atking Sigifmond if he had remarked the
monument in the South aifle.

Sigifmond coolly replied that he had. 1
< What a fad tale doth that record !”
obferved the ¢ld man. s
« A very &adone,” anfwered Sigifmond.

! « Mayhap you don’t know the name of
that gentleman r.ihcr?” afked the p=afant. -

¢ I cannot know it,” replied Sigifmond,
< for it is effaced from the monument.”

< Aye, Signor, I know it is,”” faid the old
mari, “and fame people pretend to give a
guels why ; but for my part, I guefs nothing

about
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about it ; but it is a pity it is not reftored 3
fuch a fine monument to be without a name,
when thes gentleman it beldngs to borz fo
good a,one too I * |
« And what wasuhls name, ;hcn i ﬂmd
Sigifmdnd. *
crQhil T de not mean juft what he was
called,” replicl the old man, ¢ but he bore
fuch an excelent chara&er, and that you
know, Signor, is a man’s good name.’
¢ Trae,” anfwered Sl;,lfmond wno began
to with he' could get rid of“hls’ioqua,mous
companion, whofe artful evafions and myf-
terious manner ferved mere to prejudice
Sigifmond againft himfelf, tham to excite any
curiofity concerning the ftory’he feemed fo
well acquamtccf with. But alth%ugh he now
knew perfectly well the way” to” Colano, as
they hzd for fome time been in the road he
was accuftomed to, hc felt & deb;ee of deli-
cacy which prevcnted him' from' bidding
adieu to the old man, and taking advantage
" of his knowledge and agility to get to the
vﬂlage in much lefs time than fuited ‘the
years
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- years and infirmities of his guide. \They
continued, therefore, talking fometimes about
.the caftle, and fometimes on other topics,
~ without Sigifmond’s advancing at all nearer
to any comprehenfion »f the myfteries the
- peafant feemed to infinuate exifted, vefpect-
ing the caflleand thechapel ; till, aftér a walk
which Sigifimond thought at leaft double its
- ufual ‘length, ey reached the village of
Colano, and thé old fhepherd took leave of
his yotng compa;nion, and turned into one
“of -the houfes;  Sigifmond now-haftened to
the venerable Jather’s habitation, and juft
‘upon the threthald he found that good man
preparing to fally forth on a fearch for the
loft theep thus happily feftored to bim.

_ Buonafede welcomed his pupil home with
an earncftueis of delight rvhich ‘brought
tears into Sigifmond’s cyes ; and leading him
back into-tlie uwufe, enguired witn nuch
intereft into the cauﬁs of his unexpedted.

- abfence,

Sigifmond related all the events of the

night with great accuracy, and Gwelt with
g : much
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much energy on the beauty of the monu-
‘ment. He mentioned, but wichout much
intereft, the myfterions feare which had fo
much agitated him, and alfo mentioned th
vague hints of his;new acquaintance. ;
Fa-her Buonafede treated the old man’s
hints as vulgar tales, that gained credit only
with the idle and illiterate ; and ‘warned
Sigifmond net to fuffer the terrors of fuper-
fition to lay hold of his heart, leading him
to believe that the figure he had feen was
the creation of his own difturbed imaginas
_tion, heated ‘as it was by the agitation
naturally occafioned. by. the {cene and the
_ fituation. - He propofed examining the cha-
pel the next evening before his vifit to the
Lady St. Clair, who was {o méch indifpafed
 asto requeft b daily attend4ice; and adviled
Sigifmond'now to take fome repole, as he
muft ‘want it after o difturbed a night :
—but - Sigifmond difclaimed any ununual
. fatiguey and the day paflfed as ufual. In.
the evening, as ihey walked towards the
- chapel, Buonafede confirmed part of the
‘ 4 { . olce:



68 REGINALD.

--OYd,_m;u;’s tale, by faying that there had been
indeed a mof¥ noble edifice on that fituation,
of which the ckepel and the corridor were

—the' only remams, but that in the avil
commotions which had at that period defo-
lated Italy, when fo many individualsaffamed
to themfelvss the right of avenging their
own injuries by attacking their enemies even
in their caftles; the Caftle Pontalti had
been fo much dilapidated during a fiege,
*hat it wus judged more advifable to pull it

' down entirély, and that the remaining ma-
terials had fufficed to eret the Villa Sal-
viati.

When they- reached the corridor, Sigif-
mond could not help refle¢ting with fome
emotion on the figure he had feen there the
preceding evenmng, and espeted every
moment to fee it gliding away in d:%ance
‘among the long arcades; but he gzized in
vain—no object appeared in any way to leflen
the lonclinefs of the place, or to add new
terrors to the folitude. As they walked
along, they could not but obfervc among

L fhies
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the ruins many decp excavations which als.
moft appeared asif they might lead to fome
fubterrapean paﬁ'ages ard chambers: and
“Sigifmond remarked that if that were th -
cafe, thefe places-;3 might very probably be
the Baunt of banditti, and then the figure
he had feen nght be one of the gang who,
alarmed by -his fhouting, had {uddenly re-
treated to cne of thofe {~zure hiding-places.
Father Bugnafede allowed this to be a
probable [olution of the myftery;.and thev
entered the chapel. -
¢ The beauty of this L*mldmg,” faid the
Father, « and its having been coufecrated
to religious ufes, occafioned its being faved
from the gf;ncral deftru&ion of Pontalti;
and indeed if is, I think, dne of the moft
perfect fpecimens of Goticoarchitecture I
remamber ever to have feen.”
¢z It -has fuifered greatly,” obferved Si-
glfmond < from “the weather, 'if indeed
that ean have occafioned fuch confiderable
injury. - I fhould rather be tempted to fup-
pofe it-had been malicioufly defaced.?
< Jt
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¢ 1 cannot but regret,” faid Sigifniond,
« that fuch noble: monuments of foriner -
greatnefs fhould ever be deftroyed. The
Margquis Mirandola was,a good man as well :
as a great man—was Be not ?”
‘¢ _He was indeed,” repded Buonafede,
. < this whole nexghbourhood ,had reafon to
lament his lofs.” < :
< And who,”” enquired Sigifmond, ¢ is
the prefent poffefior of «his demefne 2
« Prince Rezzonico,” znfwered Father
Buonafede.” < But I think it is time for me
to vifit the Lady St. Clair ;yyou will .ot -
again be ambitions of pafling the !“ght
among thefe ruins, my fon?”>
&glﬁnond replizd that he thould not; and
quitting the chapel with Buonsfede, he
attended him to the little gate, and amufed
him{elf with wandering inthe neighbourhood
“until tho Father, having finifhed his even-
ing’s attendance op°the Lady St Clair,.
joined him again at the entrance, and they
returned to the village together. As they
defcended the w1n¢..g path they met the
¥ “old-
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old fh=pkerd, who, fecognizinv Sigifmond
~wik:d him good evening, enquiring whe-
ther'he had again been to the ruins, and .
. wliether:they were moft agrecable by day or |
n;ul\f ?
blg}ﬂ_ﬂonr’r replymg that they were always
_beautift],’ the old man fhook his head,
Aaying archly,— You won’t confefs, -Sig-
nor, you won’t confefs!”’—and again wifh-
ing them good night, he went on his way,
and our travellers reached the village with-
ont further accident.
¢ Was Piiace Rezzonico then,” a{ked»
Slglfmond ‘as they entered the vxllage, ¢.the
friend who accommodated the Lady St.
Clair with the Villa Salviatj 3
¢ Ithink not,” replied Buonafede; ‘“fhe
mentioned a French nobleman as the perfon
who had done her that {eivice ; probably
he was a friend of Prince Rezzonice, “hough
the Lady. St. Clair did not name her real
hoft. But your curiofity feems much ex-
cited, my fon, refpeting this caitle and 1ts
poﬂ'eﬁ”or 2
“Town
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< @nthuijaﬁk, Sigi{tn1ond'ﬁl'1OL1g?1t it the
mufic of an aerial {pirit.  He dared not
move, - left tlie” aétion (hould deftroy the

' illufon, and the founds feemed to.approach
nearer;—nawlorzand 'fne.lodious notex {wel-
led on the gale with a force and clearn=fs
that vibrated . through his foul ; now foft
and delicate divifions funk'to a iightnefs of
tone that feemed [arcely the echo of a
difiant found. . He could diftinguifh, no
words: but it was no inftruiment taat poured

1 forth ﬂ:.ch ezf::hantmg harmony—they were
~ cle~ely tlie tones ofi a mioft melodious voice
— of the voiceof an angel the 3oun<r enthu-
faft imagined, and =</uy nioment expected
7o fee the chapel 1llummated with a celeftial

2 Ifglzt. At length the vmcc feemed undoubt-
cdly to enter the chapel ;-Lut Sigifmond was

fo placed that he could not difcern whether
any beng enteted, or not—nor Gid he ven-
tu}c to change his pofitica, but gave up his
“whole foul to the entrancing power of melo-
~dy. He now cifticguithed a vefper-bymn to
the Virgin, which he had heard ‘in thic
Canvent,
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Convent ; and when that ceafed, hc h-ard

the following words » 7
AW AR
Oh! gemal breath of ba‘-n)‘ Spnng,, B
To thee I raife the votve (irain 3 [ Zrk)
Thy gentle influence hittr bringp B e
Ohthafte and blefs thefe groves az®in. x

. B
Here fhed thy glad reyiving sharm ;

Bid healch oncagmore illume that exe,
Once more infpire that drquping togm,

That now excites my feovet figh! * °
Soft power, whilc flecping Naturethears,

And @ris at thy benignant v*ee, .
Oh ! deign 1®@focth my anxious feirse ® ;_, =

Oh'l bid my uemblmg licart rcjoice ! .QF; ;

Thefe words, fuag ina mo{’c L fimple and
affebting fyle, fefved, howcver, #0'convince
him that it was a.mortal who {fun¥ ; and he
fhould have judged, from thais scnor, the
daughief of the Lady St Clair, but thathe
“had neier heard fhe had acaughtcr. In the
filence awhich followetl ®the ceffation of the
mufic, ke plainly diftinguifhed footfteps, and
thought thcy approached that part of the
‘Ch.lpcl wherc he lay%oncealed "He trent-

. E 3 bld
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bl=d left the fudden difcovery of him in
that fituation fhould alurm the mufician j
anc yer he kney not by what means to
prevent a difcovery, which, as far as related
to himflf only, he ardzntly wilhed to take
place ; and while he was yet ruminating how
to manage it in the leaft terrifying manner,
the footfteps approached mnch nearer,-and
with a faint fcreum fome perfon fell to the

floor. : : ;
‘Signmond rofe in a2 moment, feized thz
form that hod fallen; and bore to the open
air a fem. ‘e of moft delicate ﬁ‘alﬂ‘c;_"v\lhd
‘.1pp(.arcd wholl» infenfible.  Alarmed and
impatient, h2 knew not how to recal the life
which appeared to have fled its delicate
‘tenement ; when the fre(h breeze of the even-
ing blowing on her face, the opened her
“eyes, but perceiving Sigifmond, feemed defi-

rous to clofe them again.

<« Pardon me,” cried the youth ift the
fofteft accents, ¢ pardon me for an invo-
luntary fa.ult, recover from your alarm,
- lovelieft



e

REC!NI‘LD 3 79

lovelieft lady and bc afeared tLerc i3 'mthmg
to fear.” (liite 0 ; 3
€“Qh my mother I mu;xpurcd the f?u'
creature, 1 have dx(obeyed your mjunc-
tion, and I haye [uffered feverely for 3£
< Yqur fpirits ha\e mck;d’ {uffered;”
° replied Sigifmond ;¢ but let me, hope the
injury is not m‘.xtcrial.‘—"fcll me that you
are tecovering from your terger 12 -
< Alas? whore yol " ecried tif yioung

‘crcaxure, gazing’ eﬂme‘ﬂy'ou Sigiimond |
¢ you do nog look ungent .’ 5%

¢ 1 would not hurt you fos the woer
exclaimed Sigifmond,—¢ .bCllCVC migly
would not.” : L

“« [ dobelicve you would nat, rqilied_
fhe ; ¢ but hows=tame you in th% chapel—
and who are you 3" o o :

. .< T.was waiting in thé chapel for Father:
Buonafeds,” returned: he, < and my name !
is Sigifrsond.”” R ¥ tord.

LR Gon\L.cenﬁon,” faid the fair girly
<8 nmkes me blu[h for my impertinent
enquiies; but 1 bilieve my* terror  has

e o E 4 hereft
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‘Dereft me of myi fenfes. o I have fometimes
before vifited the chapzl, but never met
with ahuman being till this evening.—You
know Father Buon afcde then?”
<[ Jive with him.”
‘Surprife nov was evident on the coun-
tenance of  the young female, whom Sigi-
- mond regarded with at leaftiegual aftonith-
mept.  She appeared fearcely feventecn, fo
(ur, fo fragi le, ic delicate, (he refembled a
young “lily bending with every gale. Her
light auburn. tretfes fell in prafafion over
 the moft beautifully turned fhoulders imagi-
nable; nothing could equal the tranfparent
~whitere(s of her fkin, and if every feature
were not perfedtly beautiful, at leaft Sigif-
‘mond  was< incapable of “difcovering any
‘defeét. Sle was, at the {ame time, exa-
mining Sigifimond with fome attention, anc
he prefented to her view a figure 'worthy of
her notice, tall, well-formed, and ruanly 5
his open expreffive countenance was shaded
by dark curling hair ; his ftrongly marked
eycblov\s berpoke  thought and fort,ltude,

3.9 : “while
N x
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while his intelligent syes’declared the feoret
~ movements of his ardeat foul, whofs an’-
mation mosinted in a ruddy gI.)v o nis
cheek, and played upon bris lips
tendernefs and dLLmnt ity o

Suddeénly rem]le&mn her(elf, the young
maiden exclaimed, ¢ Lmuft’ go home, left
fill further I indur the blame of my mother.
I thank yéu, Sir, for your attention, but I
muft leave you.”

Till this moment, Sigi nond had: been
affifting her to fupport her(:if againft 2
broken fragment of a column, but p~v,
difr‘nganghelfelf from him, (he 1ttemoted
te move forwarde; but he faw her wea nefs,
and extendmv his arms, faved her fron}
againfalling. * .

¢ You muft not go yet,” (ald o i< you
are; indcod, incapable of the exertion.” - .

< Alas ! ‘exclaimed (he, ¢ I -zm> v'c'ry‘
. foolith ; but indeed I muﬁ not, will not
ftay here.”” i i

< Sgffer me the.. to af“ft you,”’ cricd
Sigifm®nd’; < lean upon me; you owe your

i E§ weakne(s

ﬁm[ sof
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 weaknefs *o me, and I have a right to offer
you fome fupport.”-
- The fair gitl ag'ﬁn leaned againft the.
* pillar, and burft into tears. Sigifmond was
in an agouy : be knmew not how to offer
confolation—Pbe knew not what to do, and
be did what was wifeft,-—he fuffered thofe
{alumry tears to flow, and his lovely com-
panion declared herfelf better, and able to
‘undertake the walk.
« Fave youfur to go 2 enquired Sigif-
‘mond.
.. Only to the Villa Salviati,” fhe replied.
< Ah!”” exclaimed he, ‘¢ are you then,
as I have already dared to imagine, t]c.
daucrhtcr _f Madame St. Clair 2”
 Lam, ‘ndeed,” replied (he.
¢ Bat you will not forbid my feeing you
fafe home?” faid he;  you really inuft not
go alone.”
¢ There is no occafion, mdeed faid
: Mademoilelle St. Clair; « Iam quite ftrong
ot
< Strong 1"
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X Stxoncr"’ exclaiméd Sigilmond, ¢ witl
that trembling fratme, and  thac v.lrymo'
colour !— éh‘ what is v&eaL acls if this be
ftrength ¢
~ And with thefe woids he drew Shertimt

within his, and Ogntly obllmng her to lean
upon him, led the way ‘to the Villa Salviati. .
As they walked-flowly along, Sigifinond felt
that it would be almoft impofible to pare
from his fair companion without fome hopé
of fecing her again, and in a {ubdueC. tone
of voice he'faid,—¢ Shall ynﬁ‘vél dgain be
thus fortunate 2 Shall T never more bchold
Mademoxfellc S C]alr i '

4G Probably not,” replied  fhe; - « I
feldom quit the Vx]la, and my mother fees :
- no {trangers.” ;
¢« Oh " excleimed Siaifimond, < I can-

r.ot, ll‘deea I cannot relmqullh the hope of
. {eeing yuu again ;—yet wherefore, fince I
have aiready feen you t0o much 2
Thefe Jaft words, uttered in the loweft
- whifper, though they did not wholly el"c'apc
Mademoife!le St. Clair, were yet not fuily
£ 6 : heard @
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beard by her ; and ' (he replied,—¢ T ac-
knodeocthat were 1tp10b;ble I thould \mth
pk‘a urefee youzzain; but do not expett it.”
Aoimated by the imile which adorned her
+lovely mouth as fhe uttered thefe words,
Sigiimond fai¢ with encrgy—< Oh! inter-
. cede. with - Macame St. Clair to admit me ;
I v&;ill entreat Father Buonafede to plead for
me.
Mademoifelle St. Clair fmiled at his im-
. petuity ; and Sigifmond underftood  the
_ {mile, and tnderftood too, at.ouce, all the
feelings that had prompted that xmpetuofty :
They had pow reached the wicket, and bow-
ing on the kand he was forced to relinquifh,
“he. ventured to imprefs on it a gentle kifs,
and faid—¢ May I, at lcaft, hope Made-"
moifelle St. Clair will rerember, without
anger, a man whofe acquaintance with her
‘began fo inaufpicioufly ; and that if ever
I am again {o fortunate as to be in her

prefence, fhe will not look upon me wholly
as a ftranger 2> -

Mademoifelle !
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pupl’ ufu:ﬂ manner, turned to look at him
and percemno the blicknefs of his coun-
tenance, =nquirea vhat liad bap; ered, and
“what wwas the fubject of thofe ruminations
that {o evidéntly difturbed his mind -On’
being thus quefiioned by the Father ina
tone of the gentleft compaffion, the heart of .
Sigifinond was foftened, and tears ftarted
from his eyes; he wos, howaver, unable
to {peak, till the prieft repeated his enquiries
with ftiltmore inte t, and then he exclaim-
ed—« Oh my F ither, I have feen her!”

This vague exclamation recalling to Buo-
nafede’s mind nis .‘ccpunt of the myfterious
figure he had {zen 1n the corridor, heatked
with quxcknﬂfs whom -~ he had feen; a
thoufand reports rufhing inftandy into.his
‘mind refpe€ting the ruins, and dlmoft exped -
ing to receive a confirmation of them, from
the ftrange folemuity of Sigi{mond’s man-
ner——* Whom have you feen 2 repeated -
the Father.

The youth, ir a fcar~aly audible veice,
replied—¢ Mademoifelle St. Clair 1"

The
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- Fhe aftonithed prleﬂ: repeated his Gwerds
with every fymptom of furprife and regret s
and Sigifmond, grafping oS hand, faid; in a |
voice broken by fobs——“ She came ke an’
angel of light .furi‘ounded with mufic from
Heaven |—Oh my Father1 1 fupported ber
- if my arms; but ﬂlc. is gone, ahd Ithal fes |
her nomore !*

This ftrange, mcoherent’fale [h',l confirmed
the good Father’s firft ldea, that he had feen
fome vifionary being in the clmpel‘;ﬁ‘z;md it
was fonte time ere he could obtain from the
youth any thing like a clear account of ‘the -
event that had fo'much dlﬁ.o'npcﬁd him.

« When, howevsr, Buonafede Lnderﬁood that
it ‘was really the daughter cf his penitent .
that his pupil "had thus un%\peﬂcjly met,
his regret intcfeafed, as he found the very:
° deep impreffion ‘this cafual interview had
made 6n his heart,~and as he very, well knew
the finall probability there was of their ever
fecing each other again. He dwelt on this
circumftance to Sigifmond, judging it better
+to cruth this beginning paﬂion in its firft bud,

by

~
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by ov ‘rwhelm ng it with well- founded de-
: {pa'r, than to fuffer it to ftrengthen itfelf by -
falfe nopes, and feed it with expettations that
never-would be realized. ¢ Befides, my
fon,” fzid the Fa‘her, ¢ what could you
expect, even were you to purfue this tnau-
fpicious acquaintance ? What would you pro-
pole to yourfelf even from the nioft fuccefsful
Jove P—Certw.ly not happinefs. The more
you infpired Aones St. Clair with a mutual
pa(ﬁon, the more. [niferable you muft be,
fince you muft ke convmced that you could
" ot afk her to fhare the fortunes of a man
- who hath not where to lay his head ; “nor
: would Meadan:e St. Clair ewer confent to
{fuch an attachment, nor would the virtuous
Agnes ever engage in it without her. mother’s
fan&ion.”
¢« And does then happinefs necefarily
depend upon riches ?”’ afked. Sigiimond ;
¢ if it does, why are the peafants of Colano
fo happy, who earn their daily bread by the
fweat of theirbrow ? I'am youngand {trong,

s
+ why
. K
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~why ythould B0E I ok > and to w
Aghe:, would (weegen every toil 18

% Youare fpe king now,my fon,” repliea
Buonafede, < thh alb the vehemence and

inconfideration of a{vegmnmo pafiion s your
feelingg, and ndt your reaﬁgn, are arguing.

with mz ;—when you fhall kave, confidered
thig affair coolly, -you iwill fee it in the fame
light that T do, and will oggn that 1t would
be im“o["xb}e"to afle® Agpes St, Clair, ‘the
child of luxury and mdLloepLe, brought
up with' the. fofteft tenderndfs, :md anaccul~

tomed to any hardfhip, to ffnre with you a *

life of which you would (oon find the {ucon- -
vcmences, though now your hcaled fancy
repxe fents it to® you as abound uicr only with

innocent delightse” \

Sigifmond, neyer of a difpafitien to argue
: p;mnacnouﬂ),.fclt andPconfefled the truth”

of Buonafede’s words, and made a fort of
promife to endeavons at leaft, to° conquer:
a paffion, which being {o newly born, could
not, probably, have taken very deep root in
hls bofom buf Biforafede perceived with

i {orrow
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¢hat from this-time the mird ‘07 his

. had Yoft much of its energy.  The
ame purfuits no longer engaged him with
fo much ardour ; ]ansuor and dejeétion fre-
quently overfpread that countenance hitherto
- the feat of animation and hope; and that
" mind, whofe fortitude not even: the terror of
' manallic feclufion could- overcome, «was
weakened to an extreme by a fuddenly
. conceived: attachmen . - Yeét he ftrenuoutly
refufed himielf any indulgence to a. paffion’
he was convinced it would be right to con-
quer ; he no. longer accompanied the Friar

~ to wie gate of the Villas he no longer vifited
i "the chapel, nor lingered round the fpot where
the form of Agsnes, bright as a' celeflial
being to hr. imagivation, had dazzled his
fenfes. The Father noticed and commended
his forbearance, and uoped in time he would
_recover a blow fo fuddenly, though in dccply
ftruck. {
Several weeks had_ elapfed  fince Sigif-
mond’s firft ‘meeting with Agnes St. Clair,
and he had vever revified the- chapel, nor:

R Pyl accompame%
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accompanied thc Friar further than' half «
way towards the Villa Salviati 5 his daily
vifits had indeed been difconrinued, but he
{till occaﬁonal]y waited on the Lady St.
Clair.  Sigifmond generally denied himfelf
even the trifling pleafure of. enquiring for
her, not ‘daring to pronounce a ngme which
agitated his frame. 'Thc‘Friar, partly de-
ceived by his affumed compa'ure, and partly
trufting to his efident exortions, vegan to
hope that this fatal interview would r=at {o
laflingly aff& the peace of his prpil as he
had feared, He was now advancingin the laft
year of his liberty) and to return to-tne |
Convent with a hC:\I[’ devoted to an earthly
objec, the Father knew would render his
religious vows a biafphemy 5 he hoped there-
fore, and prayed fincerely, thit-Sigifmond
might be enabled ,to overcome an attach-
ment that {0 cruelly militated azainft his
happiaefs ; and he began to flatter himfelf
that che conqueft was in a degree taking
‘place, when on¢ evening, as they were wan-
dering in the mazes of the wood,  not
_ meaning
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«meaning to approach Salviati, they wern met
by a peafast, evidently in extreme diftrefs,
requefting their afliftance to convey his wife
to forne place of fheltzr; that the had fallen

- 1uddenly ill near the chapel, but that the
idea of paffing the night there moft horribly
increafed her -illnefs, - already {ufficiently
alarming : 2

“The lmr.mt did not bet long to Colano,
Lut to a village muLh more diftant ; and it.
immediately occutred to Buonafede that it
would b. better to convey the woman to
Colano, where fhe might meet with that
“ afic.nce fo neceffary ; be therefore haftened,
accompanied by Sigifmond, to the chapel
where the poor.woman lay, fuffering ‘the
accumulate’« evils of painand: fuperftitious
horror; loudi exclaiming on her hufband’
for leaving her todie in'a place fo well known
to be the refort of. evil fpirits ; and when the
had fatigued herfelf wich thele cxclxmﬂnons,

{he fuddenly fainted wholly awag. The good
Friar, as beft known at the Villa Salvmtl,
haftened immediately thither to folicit fome .

. cordizl
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cordial, that might erable them to remové-
the poor fufferer; and Sigifmond 2fifted the‘
peafant to bring her to rhe air, his mind
dwelling on his forme? fimilar employmant
:n-the fame phcc s swhen, on a fudden, the
weli-known tones of that melddious voice
came to his.ear, fwelling ox the gale, while
horior itiffened the pr*afa'xts brow, who
-mﬁuntly concluded it was ths muficof thofe
unquiet pirits with whizh' the legends of
fuperftition had peopled the chapel of Pon-
talti. Lof5 in. an ecftacy he trambled to
indulge, Sigifmond’s firft emotion was to fiy
from the Syren {o dangerous'to his peacesbut
the increafing horror of the peafant, who in
a moment perceived his intenticn, and whofe
fears thus received. the fanctiontof what'he
imagined Sigiftiond felt, fhewed him the
impropriety - of  flight3 and to: leffen the
man’s terrars, he exclaimed as unconcern-
edly as he could— - 'I'is l\é[adeaizbifc‘llc:St,
Clas it ’ |
It was the ﬁr& time the name had pnﬁ'ed ;
his lips fiace the evening - he”had met her,
: and
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“and his frame fhook ‘with convulfive agita-

tion. The peafant, quickened by terror,
perceived the ehanging colour and tremulous
p‘:"urbatlon of Sigifmond, and exclaimed
——<« Oh, holy St. Fratcis, preferve us |7

¢ Fear nothing,” continued Sigifmond ;
< ’tis” the young lacy who lives in'the. Villa
Salviati |

<« No—no, fhe lives no where but in
thefe cloifters,” ciied the peafant in an agony
arrep-=flible. - T

At' that -moment, however, ‘the  living
Agnes approached, and hearing voices in the
corridor, ceafed  ber fong, ‘and hefitated
whether to advance ; bat the huried voice
of the peamnt, who now exclaimed in a
tone of heitor—< Ch my poor wife, will
you dic it tuis horrid placs?”” brought ler
inftantly forward.

The fight of Sigifmond calleda .houfand

- varying colours itito her cheek; yet, though'

dearcely able to fupport herfelf, fhe advanced

. to the fainting woman, and applying a bottle

of falts to Ler nole, the poor wietch began
: to
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making any further attempt to detain her;
and fhe taoved from “he colonade in a
-~ different direétion from that in which the
- Friae was approaching it. Sigifmond faw
“her depart with an agory indeferibable 5 he-
{fudden appearence, the entrancma fcund of
her voice, her aftive and ready benevolence
to 1 he poor woman, and the c'wangmtr colours
in her cheeks, which he had too a.ccurately
noticed, "all costributed to renew with
great—= fervour than ever the firft fo decp
impreffior, and' he was almoft tempted to
purfue Ler, and to acknowledge all the force
of@paflion he felt hopelefs of ever fubduing.
His better -genius, however, now reached
‘the colonade in the form of Buonafede, who
~had from a diance witnefied thednterview,

and noticed e paflionate geftures of Sigif- ;
mond. - He too welt comprehended all that

pafied in the mind of that unhappy youth; .
et diffembling the pity he really felt, he
faid—<¢ I have brought diretions from
Madame St. Clair to have' this poor woman
fel‘flovcd to the Villa, where I have no doubt
? fhe






9% REGINALD,

o
_hand; arid they purfued their way m filence.
“ Bur the power of exertion was now over s
Jgiﬁrond no longer refufed himfelf the
dangezous indulgence of lingering near the
X171a, of loitering in the loig arcades of the
cloifters, cf waadering ia every direction
through the wood immediately furrounding
Salviati, and endeavouring to trace the print
of the light footof Agnes amiong the tender
herbs. -He would often fteal from the
 cottage late in the evening, and, fauntering
dejedtedly along the beautiful environs,
would find hitnfclf, unintentionally perbaps,
1*Sing on the gate which commanded a
" view of the Viiia, liftening with eager atten-
tion to catcn the llohteﬁ the moft diftdnt
found of tiat harmonious voice, or watching
to perceive the fainteft thadow of that fylph-
like figure ;—but he watched and liftened
in vais. He frequently, indeed, obferved
* lights a3d people pafing and repaffing ; but
the windows which fronted the gate, feemed
- to bclong to apartments inhabited only by
fcrvams, md he formeda proje to difcover
. fome
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fomne cther view of the manfion, from whcacc..!
he might, perhaps, {Cmetimes have a ch‘ancq
of perceiving Agnes.  One evening, thes,
when he had ftolen away from the cott._,‘.;,
~-dreached the envirans of Salviati, inftead
of linge-ing as ufual near the vhite gate, or
loitering in the colonade, or in the chapel,
he went along by-the fide of the fence which
feented to furround the privatz garden be-
longing to thé Villa, v.h1ch, however,
appeared to extend very wide, and to *-ad
him far away from any view of the tuilding,
Still, notwithftanding, he proceeded; 'a’nd
after {vandcring for fome time, at lengeh
perceived a part of the fence, which feemed
low and eafily {caleable. Impeiled by a
blind and headlong paffion, he leiped over,
and found himfelf within the «precin&s of
the habitation of Agnes.® But he faw no
light nor 2ny thing to guide him towards
the houde, and he continued fearching “his
way thiough a dellghtful wildernefs of odo-
tiferous fhrubs, in which he perceived a
bower of lattice work, with'a feat and a

Pt 3 Ty . ruftic
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fic tab’e, onwhich he faw d book)’ wmch
M ~L probabi .-v bccn Icft terc by

3 ﬁco')t“mfd toh “xﬂ tbo of the air hd\ad l‘(’ard
hcr fingdn thec , he carcfuliyputitin”
; ofom, and rc"'o've'l to preferve it asa
 Divested by This treafure” from any
i ex?nﬂmtxon of  the bower,” he pro-
: Cr:‘dcd to {eek G the houfe itfelf, and after
: W.'za ercng,.fome time lopger: the path ke
denly termindted o a vifia Hich
titely to:the (Villa 5 the walk was
",.xx, a.;\rrl at thismoment; ful]y rl’um‘mated
i&.ht ‘moon;—nor’ dared ke v\.nture
erach the building in fo'bold a man-
5k Z¢tfcared to be feen by Agnes, and
to inchr her difpieafures ‘and wholly forgot
oothiees vidlent. rifk he ran of being fuppofed a
3 ronerh\;' the fervants; and treated accord-
“mgly. The idea of Agnes alont: illed his
sitiagination 5 5 and ftuming ‘into.a {mall fer-
'pgnnne.pn&h, that feemed allo;to lead to the
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houfe, e Followed i 1ts meander, and pre['enblv i
difcovered lights in thg Villa. o ;
He now moved cautlouﬂyﬁ forward, and
through the trees at lensth perceived a-
“"TlDLll, whole ]attlccs-wtrc thrown: open to
admnit the refrethitg breez=of _evBning; it
swas 1lluminated fo as that he eould diitin-

guifh every objeé‘g withid it, and on'a fofa,
drawn near to thecpen window; repofed a -
lady whom he concluded to: be theoLady.
St. Clair, while by.her fide fat Aznes with har
lute in her hand, on which the feem=a pre-.
‘pating to pliy; while fho was yet liftzning to-
the \\(ords of her mother. Siail’monld' atc bz
ed :for. the anfiver of Agnes: with' an impa- :
tience which- would feareely fuffer him to
breathe; it confified merely’of a, gentle.
aﬁmmnv\. to the ':,_u:f’non Madame St. Claie
had afked, but Sigilmond felt enraptured
at the tone of her voice. She now ftrucka
few notes,on the lute, {eemingly withbat art
or defige, and at length played the very air
_ of which hehad. juft obtainzd: the wordss;.
—fhe' JOU‘Acd too her exfuifite, Txel»touchmga
& 5 ok I voice
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voice to the inftrument, and Sigifmond felt
in Heayen !

¢ You had not your lute then?” ﬁud
Madame St. Clair:

~ Agnes replied that fhe had not.

He felt it pofiible that this remark might
allude to the firft evening he had feen her,
and liftened fill more attentively ; but the
next words feemed to' point at fome other
circumftance, and Agnes moving to lay
afide her lute, he loft the words of her
anfwer. He ooferved, however, that fhe
looked far paler and thinner than when he
wad feen her; and while he contemplated
this change with grief and apprehenfion,
Madame St. Clair rifing, ‘faid—< We will
walk again, Agnes; the evening is lovely,
and the air will refrefh me.”

Agnes immedia‘cly threw a veil over her
mother, and*taking her arm, they'entered
the gaigen together.  As they firft turned,
Sigifmond thought they were c‘omi*'Y even
mto the very walk where he was ; but was

relieved
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relieved by Madame St. Clair | faying,—
« No, the broad walk will be the Jryeft.”

They had not advanced mapy iteps, when
fhe defired Agnes to ftep back for thelute,
o< fhe would reft herfelf in the bower.

Agnes obeyed, and Madame St. Clair -
leaned againft a tree while the: was gone ; for
the feemed unable to fupport herfelf. When
her daughter again joined her—¢-Hufh [
faid Madame St. Ciair, < liften!” -

<« T hear nothing,” faid Agnes, after a
paufe. b Y
~ «-Nor I now,” replied Madame ' St.
Clair ; “ but while you were gone, I thouguc
I heard fome perfon ruftling in the tices
behind me ;—Dbut I might be deczived.”

s¢ It might be the wind, > faid Agnes.

¢ There is no wind,” anlwered. Madame
St. Clair.

“iiPrucsis rcp‘icd Agnes; et fome-
times of an evening alow murmuring breeze
will oitate the leaves, while yet there
appears to be no wind ; T have often fat
fill, and liftened to 1t, and imagtaed it muft

: F 4 z be
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rrbc fome paitial guft efcapmg as it7 were
tror among the mountains, and juftin its
1aft faint breathings, waving the upper bran-
ches of the trees.”
—¢ You imasine wind, then, to be of the
nature of found,” faid Madame St. Clair:
<« well, it may be {b;—but let us walk—it
is cool ftanding:”? °
They proceeded, and Sigifmond, confcious
that Madame St. Clair had heard him
‘among(t the trees. followed them very cau-
f'iou{ly,‘ and at a diftance—{o . cautioufly,
indeed, that be hedrd the {oft notes of the
e carcleflly fruck by the, lvrht hand of
- Agnes before he had half reached the bower.

She began to fing-another air, which founded

"even more’ entrancing to him than the
former ; bul by the time he‘aad gained the
wildernefs, (he had ceafed ﬁnm 1g, and was
again fPenkmrr }

S e am :ertam, (hidefhel: 5 it was here
this morning.” ~

CeNou
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Refc e the day you met there the poor fick -
wotman 2’ ¥

¢ T'was,” rep.ied Agnes.

¢ And you thought it a fine building **

<« A moft besutiful one,” fhe anfwereZ ;
<« and the .nonument of the Ivarquis
Mirandola was exquifite I”*

Sigifmond, who attentively caught every
accent: of her” voice, fancied that at thefe
words it became rather tremulous. She took
up aer lute, e~d played the vefper hymn
in a low tore. finging in an under voice ;
and when fhe had finithed, Madame St.
Clair propofed ~eturning to'the houfe.

Sigifmond dared follow them no farther ;
but finding again the way by which he had
entered, wetraced his former footfieps, and
regained the village.

Father Buonafede tenderly chid him for
indulging his melanclioly humou: in thefc
folitary rambles, and blamed him for afford-
ing fuch food to a paffion he was fenfioie
it was bis duty to conquer.

6 Sigifmond,
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Slglfmond who felt xomcwhat of an mﬂ'c- =
fcribable hope fpringing up in his heart,—a -
" hope, however, that he dered not avow,

anfwered but flightly to thefe remonftrazces
ur the Father, and diwerted the conver(atlon
to othei - topics. “The followu‘g evening he
forbore to vifit the Villd; but he could no
longer than till the f{ucceeding one refrain
* taking advantage of his nex difcovery..
He went with rapid foct to the wells
known fpat, where he gaiied entrance iuto
the garden, and was advancing hattily to- -
enter the bower, when the white garments
of a female caught his eye. He watched
cautioufly ata diftance, and perceived thatit
was Agnes alone ; burning to {peak to her,,
yet fearful of alarming her, he continued to:
obferve her a&icns, and faw her ftanding at
tke entrance of the bower—her eyes fixed on
the moor, and her arms croffed on her
bofom ;—her attitude was graceful, and her
figuie ‘elegant 5 but while he gazéd with'
“‘admiration, his heart funk within him to
obfcrvc the clarming frag gility of her form—
: F 6 : the
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“the exquifite delicacy of her complexion 3
fhe feemCd more acrial than ear-thly", and
while her ﬁne fyes were fised on the moon,
Pl o preparing for a flight.
inf6 purer and more echerial regions.  Sk.
fighed heavily ; her lips moved, »b;t even
the attentive ear .cf Sipifmond caught no.
accents ;—at length fhe covered: her eyes
with  her hand, exclaiming in-a tremulous: *
voice—- I blufh for my own folly 12

< Ah 12 thousht Sigifmond, < is it pof-
. fible?—But away, prcfvmptvous hopes——-
‘hark I—(he fpeaks again I’ i :
SRR o foou, fo luddenly,” faid fhe; ¢ Oh
\ Agnes, Agnes U do not flatter yourfelf that

youi are rewstubered !

.# The agitation of Sigifimon d became ahnof’c
;nto!crab! -She continuedn a lower voice
=% Yet my spparcnt feverity |—Oh! had he
known what it coft me, he ~would have-
defpx gd:the wealks tn.c wretched. Avncs L

She wept. y
. Starcely could  Sigif; nond«refram ﬂom ;
, fying to kifs away thoﬂ: precicus tears 3 he

4 : could
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CHAP: IV.

4 Fall'n pile! I afk u.* what has been thy fate!
«¢ But whei.the werk winds, wafted from (Cie main
« Through each lone arch, like fpirits that complain;
Zome hollow to my ear, I meditate
¢ On this world’s paffiag pagzant.”
BUWLES.

&
SEVERAL days elapfed without Sigif-
mond’s agaia obtaining a fizht of Agnes,
infomuch that he almoft began to defpair,
and for fome evenings defifted frcm his
cuftomary waik. The perturbation of his
mind began to affe& his health and appear-
ance, and Buonafede faw with regret his
ftrength and {pirits falling a prey to a fadden

- ~nd
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and vehement attachment ;—fometime-, i»
deed, the dear chope that he was not
indifferent to Agnes, illomined his ccun-
tenance with a tranfient funthine; brt :he
-ofleCtion that even her, partiality could
fcarclly avail him any thing if he were thus
excluded from her fociety, and the utter
improbability that Madame St. Clair would
ever confent to their union, 2ven if he were
admitted to her acquaintance, inftantly
clouded over the deceitful gleam, and pluaged
him in docble night. = Reftle(s and uneafy,
he could not fleep, and often deferted his
bed before the funilluminedthe eaftern hemif-
_phere ; fometimes he wandered through the
gardens of Salviati—fometimes he induftri-
oufly aveided them, and blamed himfelf for
his reprehenfii-le want of energy aad exertion.
One morning he had been rambling through
the for=ft in a very different direction from*
the Villa, and {trongly placing before his
yuagment the undoubted reafons he had for
endeavouring to detach himfelf from the
too lovely Mademoifelle St, Ciair, refleCting
: : how .

»
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"Fayw lttle he knew of her, and how httIc
reafon he had to fuppoft her xmpreﬁ%d in
his fivour, and al‘e {cverely remembering the
‘i abfclute poverty hr; only could invite her to

“{hars, he formed a. refofution: fteadily to
endeavour to forzet the delirium which had
held him o long in thrall; and to refume the
whoal energy of his charaer; but; with the
- fondrefs and r:co-d:ﬁency of a lover, he
dr:tc"mmel once more to vifit the 'gardens

Villa, to, tekc a Jaft farewel of the

; bow er, and to: repeat his rt*folut’ﬁn in’ the

' fpot n(ebr ted bv the idea of Agnes. He

e lution he bhad & ;orm“c by

_pen_{qa(-:,mg hlm{elf it was out of rcgmd for

her that he wstermined tol renounce her—
< Tofhall im > Haid he fo himfElh < ine
‘a4 more Iﬁ/:}y ‘manger, under. thofe thades

than I can do hére) the fair and delicate |
belcveds 1 fhall afie -myfels

“withr a poignancy 1 cannot hére attam to;

: 'ﬁgu}‘e of my

whether 1 would condemn her elegant fori
and fragile frame to all ‘the hardfhiss of
povErty iandsall iche fut'vuw of labour P
Pt o " Hide) vshctbe;.
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His halty footfteps had alarmed her, and
the lcoked up : a fudden bluth (hot acrofs
her cheek as fhe perceived Sigifmond, but
fhe innuotly rofe to dzpart.

Sigifmond, wholly forgetting not only his
lace determination, but the fingularity of
his bung within the precin@s of the Villa,
fuddcnly threw himfeif in her way, and ex-
claimed—< You weep, lovelieft of women ;
ah ! what forrow can reach you ?”

Agnes, imprefled at once with fear and
furprife, made another effort to go; but
he feized her hand, regardiefs.* of all
appearances, and bowing low upon it, faid
—+¢ Oh that I were worthy to fhare, ‘to
footh thofe griefs !””

< Sir,” faid Agnes, commanding fome
compofure, * this*intrufion from a ftranger

”

¢ Oh mad that Tam !" cried Sigifmond. -

¢ Yes, I4adam, 1 ara indeed to blame;

but I, to whom you are no ftranger, fczot

that you knew not the unfortunate Sigif~
mond.” s

¢ T
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« ] remember toshave feen you, Sir,”
‘repliéd Agnes, < and remember too that
each time we have met, yo,u_hax e occafioned
me to remet it ;5 leaveeme now that 2
¢ No, rather,”s exc;a:xmed Sigilmond,
¢ let me not leave you tiil I have obtained
your pardon both fox this,and my former
offences—ah ! forgive the man who willoffend
no more ! I come now,lbelieve me 1 did, to
take an everlafting farewel of your adored
idea—to view, for the lafk time, fcenes con-
fecrated by your prefence, and to zenew, in
thefe groves, the refolution 1 had formed.”
<« All this, Sir,”” interrupted Agnes, s
wholly unintelligible to me, and T muft
entreat to be releafed.” o
¢ Can I-quit you,” faid he, <« while I
fee that I h-ve incurred yovr anger? Oh
fweeteft lady ! Pardon,;l befeech you, the
faults occafioned by an uncontroulable love !
—yes, 1 have dared to adore you,-all lovely
as vou are—the unknown, the obfcure Sigif=
mond has dared to raife his thoughts to the
enchanting Agnes St Clair § but at her feet
L ¢ YRse -‘ he
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he prcn aifes to reftrain henceforward “all
) \,\preqmd of ‘a patfion fo offenfive—tosieny.,
hinifelf even the poor indulsence of treading
the paw.s confecrated cby her footfteps;—
Tilayue not hope then for her pardon for the
s S S =
?
pat

o
Had Sigifmond.been expert at“reading the
-feniya;le heart in the countenance, that ex-
treme Paienefs which ¢hafed away the' rofes
from “the cheek of Agnes would not fo
cruclly. have alarmed him as to induce him
ﬁ]Jdenly to re‘mquuh the hand he had bgen
m‘a{'pmg, and to exclaim—<¢Tam on y,@ddmg
e vﬁ'cnchs already mexpxable t—T tear'my-
elf-from your fight, Ma(.e noifelleSt. Clair,
" and in fomefuture period, peraaps, you may
~ Temember witn more pity than mdxu'xatxon,
the miferable 8 ‘glﬁnonxl 2 s
He bowed refpectfilly, and fpeedxly re-
tracing his way, repafled the fatal boundary,
and tried ts applaud tbs ftedfiftne(s of the
- refolution with which he had bidden adign
to Avncs. soAE leattzith ouaht nc, <o1f my
unhappy pamon offends her; (he cannot refufe
hiex

r
53
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Buonafede, perhaps, faw a little more
deeply into the probable confequences of
this confeffion l.2n,Sigifmond himf(elf did,
and thought it not impoffible that the warm
expreflions and ‘mpredive fincerity of th=
youth might really create an intercft fur him
in the genile and fenfible heart of Agnes,
ard thus that the milery this love had,
brought on hi., might alfo extend to her,
for ‘he faw not tne leaft probability of a
happy iffue to thei, attachment ; he forbore,
however, (o bint at the poflible farticipation
of Agnes in the paflionof Sigifmond, for
he knew that the heart of a young lover
would overlrok every obftacle if he could
but fuppofe his love returned, and that the
deliricus happinefs of fuch an idea would
only make hin a greater {.ferer on any
reverfe of fortune.

Sigifmond feemed, indeed, nervec by the
promile he had made to Agnes; to conquer
his paffion, and to refufe himfelf all t.oc
little indulgences fo dear to true love, but
which only ferve to fan the fire. He fedu-

Iouﬂ,‘
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louﬂy applied to his ftudies, formerls fo
delightful, and even fometimes commanded
fomething like attentioa 3 b~ fedfafily aveid-
ed all thofe walks wlere he had o often
lingered to mufe onthe idga of Agnes ; and
Father Buarafed® rejoiced to-fee himn roufed
to fo much exertion, though'he lamented to
obferve the effect it had on him. He iill,
indecd, preferved an appeara~ce of gaiety
and [pirits 5 but his cheel's grew pale, and
his frame languid, and th refolution of his
mind  threatened to overpower the ftrength
of his bedy. i
While Sigifmond was continuing thefe
laudable exertions, the Father was one morn-
ing fummoned to the Lady St. Cuair. This,
as it recalled all the remembrancss he was
endeavouring t. obliterate, wasa fcvere blow
to the youth ; but he dewermined to employ
the interval of Buonafede’s abfence in fome
vigorous occupation, which fhould prevent
hie “ind from dwelling on a circumftance fo
likely to affect him: The Father lefc him
decply engrged in ftudy, and nattened to
the

A\ °
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aecount of the circuthfiance, he had de-
pendedl on the indiffierence of Mademoifelle
St. Clair ;—in as few werdsas pofiible, how-
ever, he now rclated °the whole aftair ta
Madame St. Clair, who.fzug it in the fame
light = hedid, yet felt the titidity and
doubt of her daughter a fufficient excufe
for her filence.” Much inclined to repofe
confidence in a youth educat<d by Buona-
fede, and far lefs folicitous to, fecure wealth
and grandeur than peace and happine(s for
her Agnes, Madame St. Clair earneftly en- |
quired of Buonafede concerning the heart.
.and mind of his pupil, and cxprcﬂ‘ed the
moft ready indulgence to the wifbes of her
child.—¢< 1§, faid. fhe, * your’Sigifmond
be in charaéter woithy of my Agnss, which,
4 your eleve, I cannot doubt,'ﬁring him to
_ me, and let us fhare the &xquifite delight of
permitting and vxewmg the happmefs of
two yoang and fenfible hearts glowmg w1th a
)‘ir{t and virtuous paffion.”
Father Buanafede rcphed te Madame
St. Clair by-2a modelt yet warm enlogium en
< NOL: 1. G Sigifmond,
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; Slgxfmond addmu that he believed Lim to
be well b:m, though he was yet ignorant of
the family to which he belonged.

. Tears rolled rapidly down the face of -
Madame St. Clair as {he anfwered — Alas!
my good kather, my Agnes hcs no =ight to
claim high bisth oz family ; the virtues of
her own heart eatitle her to an honeft
and affeCtionate hufband, but the privileges
of ‘her ‘irth are.fmall indeed ;—even you,
m good Father. know not yet the hiftory
‘of your penitent s, but you f(hall know it
aud you fhall then judge whether Agnes
St. Clair be worthy of your pupil. You ima-

. gine me the widow of an Officer—alas!'toall

my other fins is added that of having deceived

you—I am no widow! I was born of anoble

Ttalian fawily, and being or. of many chil-

dren, my father found it difficult to provide

for all, and I was deftined toa Convent.

Never was a more relutant vi&tim doomed

to a religious life ; but my relutance Jgni-

fied nothing, for my father was fevere, and
my mother was powerlefs ; but, alas! young
s
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* Cunvent. The deje@ion -f my countenance
was but too vifible ; and finding me one dav :
aione, and in-'.=ars, he exerted his utmoft
POVErs to footh me; and whether a young

: woman in-afflition is’ialways an interefing

_obje& to a voung man, or whether in the
fimplicity of my heart any fymptoms of the
truth efcaped me, and infpired-him with a
defign whick. was but too fuccefsful, I cannot

| now decide: but certain it is, that before

W feparated, Le had profefiled the moft

ardent pafficn for me, and I had confefled

. noinadequatereturn.—Was I thenunhappy ?

—No! the thought that T was beloved by

him banifted every forrow, and I forgot-the

- hateful gefliny that awaited me. In our

next mceting, hawever, the remembrance

prefled upon me, and I tefought my lover
to fnatch me from it by demanding me of
1uy father, fince fuch an eftablifhzaent would
have fatisfied all his ambition, and honourably
refcued me from the fate I dreaded. The
ihdden change of his countenance alarmed

— My beloved Agnes,’ faid he, throwm<y

als

-~



51 + R omALD. 125
his arfus round me, and Ihcddmw tears »
upon my bofom, ¢ do you think I could -
have needed your remon&rance © remind
me of fo neceffary a duty § Th have fpuken |
to your father, and——.—
< What,’ mterruptcd I, ®am { then the
obje&t of his hatred >—Does e refufe
¢ He does,” replied- my ardent . lover,
whofe careffes I was incapable of refifting ;
< he refufes on the plea of ‘my being born
in France, and I know not what old
¢ 1 know too well!” exclaimed T; € we
muft then part.’
¢ And can my Agnes fo tamely re ﬁgn
me ?’ interrupted he : € Alds] fhe kngys
not what it is to love I””
¢ But not to dwell on moments ﬁﬂr too
prefent to my memory, let e “tell you
briefly, that we 13id a plan too fatally fuc-
“cefsful ; in confequence of which I entered
the Convent at theappeinted time, 2ad bya
contrivance, which I need not now exlaipn,
_was in a “fortnight reftored to love, and
liberty. The .vchemence eof .my lovgr

= G 3 tekifed
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terrified me, thougl I did not doubt his
honour; and I eager ly ‘belought kim to
marry) me.  He told me, with fufficient
plaunbﬂuy, that it~ would be impofiible to
gst the ceremony performed in Italy ; the
circamfance o' his ‘having ftalen a Novice
from her Convent would become too fapidly
public, and that we muft defer our nuptials |
until wewere fecurely in Switzerland, towards
which country we were travél]ing with as
“miuch expedition as my ffrength would bear,
Buat, alas ! my Father, let no woman depend
.op her own fortitude in fuch a fituation
nhine I Infprudently had I put myfelf
conmpletely in the power of a man whom I
" fearckly krsw, but whom kloved to diftrac-
i tion ;| and, through every: night, offended by
“his vehemedf folicitations, T determined to
leave [the man whe could lofe his refpect for
the woman he was bound to. proteét : yet
the imorning con(‘u’r‘xt]y brought with it
renewed repent'mce on his part, and increafed
‘tenderinefs on mine, fo that T deferred the
onlklrropc. fiep' I could have taken, too
3 long,
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_ Tong, / 1 might by a timely flight have pre-»
fervedany mnoccnce. though miy reputation
was irrecoverably gone; but 1 was willing to-
pardon the vehemence,of love; and at length
fell a facrifice to rmqglcd fraud, tendemefs,
and> violence, L will not ‘preth to da-
feribe the ‘agony I felt, though I was after-
wards dzluded with a peetended marriage, of
which, however, I was not loncr {uffered to
enjoy the idea: I'was,ina: moment of rage,
told the truth with every humiliating cir-

cumf{ance, I faw, too la¥e,che true character
‘of the man 1 had believed above "humamty-— ;

I faw him treacherous, deceitful, inexorable, -

deformed with every vice tiat can debafe a
mortal.—Dreadfal was the petiod duray

" which I remained {ubjected to biS will. Par-
don me if I haften over it.—Alas! ¢ @y father, /

- I fear my cnme\s‘hclped {0 fhorten thy days;

for {oon did my brother become the head ef

our famﬂy !__this my ungenerows tyrant
vtold me, with every aggravation that could

lacerate my bofom, and boaﬁcd of bxs own

fccum). fRrst e gicy
i : o4 L Klas |
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< Alas! ere long J loft alfo this br‘ther,

" .nG concluded that my ignoble captivity
would Jaft my hfe, bdt I was at length-
ditceyered by ‘one henevolent and worthy
being, who refcued me and my unborn

* Agnes-from the fyranny of my Jaller Witen
he faw me id fafety from his" purfult, he
gave to me a fum.of money which my
brother had left for me, and procured for
me the yfe of the Viila Salviati, which was

“ endeared ‘to me’ by ‘many circumftances
necdlefs paw to rolaté.  We concerced toge-

\ ther the *ftdry® by which you have been
dé‘éx ed, and his intereft procured me a full
parden from theé church, and permiffion to :
f.= appearauces by changinz my name, and
concealing n.y ftory.  Agpes, dear affeétion-
ate girl, often weeps the fate of her fuppoled

. parent ;—that her real fath... ﬁ:lll lives, ahd
may one day claim his unfortunate offspring,
makes mc fo earneftly wifh to fee her efta~
blithed in marriage with fome worthy man ;
—but, perhaps, now you ha.vc neard my

tale,

",_.
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tale, you will no longér permit het, union -
with ydur, perhaps, high-born pupil.”—
Toft in tears and farrow,‘Madamc Sl:.
Clair remained fome time overwhelmed Wxth
the violence of her own fechngs The Fe-
ther {poke comfont to her hcart, and affured
. her of his equal e(’ceem and reverence fors
the virtues of her prefent life, and acknow-
ledged that he: believed the happinefs of -
both the young people, and perhaps their
prefervation, depended on thelr union. ¢
converlaflon lafted fome time longex:, a,
was at Icncth detérmined tial stll'nf
fhould be immediately imtroducedy
Madame St. Clair, and eventhat their U5
thould be very fpeedily completed., Fraic
with tidings fo joyful, Father™ Buong
haftened to his cottage, and found blgn(‘n
endeavouring to'merit gll the happme
“ ftore for him, by his refolute perfeve:
in the employment he had undertakeny
Buonafeie embraced him.—¢ My
faid he,’ ‘“‘young as you are, you havé}
tried by adyerfity, and have.thewn, ao
LS 5 B
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{et out for'this delightful vifit ¢ yet, as they

:mproacbed the Villa, a thoufand terr-

" agitated the bofom'of the youth, and wi
they reached the wicket, that had fo'l
feemed to fhut him from all his hopes,
haa {=arcel>-ftrength to open, or courag
pafs through it. s

When Father Buonafede condu&ed S

mond into the “faloon, they fond
Madame St. Clair alone.” She recsived
youth with a graceful {yectnefs whicl
lighted bim, and took {o much pajasto
him forth, that Srnrnond by aegrees i
his e nb’xrra.{fmcnts, and at 18ngth conv
with Madame St.. Clair as. w1th ap
friead ; and ke faw in hun $0 muc
approve, that fhemeither doubted norm

~ted that AO‘ne.§ had given hlm‘hﬁr ‘hea

"An Lour or rmore had elapled, and

- yetappgared not. Father Buonafede

- t6 imaciné that Madsme St. Clafrsha
trived tliis interview, that:the tma-ht

of his pupll without encouraging any
in hcr daugher, which a further kno
: g =
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' ‘Buonafede as a youth whom Agnes: was

henceforward to confider as a friend.®
Sigifmond now advanc~4; and timidly
quefted to relieve Agnes from her frag
*burthen. Sherelinquifhed: the bafket,
featcd he-Z=If befide her mother in evi
agitation. A very few minates only ela
juft toallow fome very fignificant glanc
pals between Madame St. Clair and F
Buonafede, ere the latter rofe to depart
Sigifmond moft reluttan‘ly obéyed'the
mons. Madame St. Clz_a‘.ir,3 howsver,
no effort to ftop them, and they took
of their fair hoﬁeﬂ'es, and regamed the
that led to the cottage..
¢« And thus cnds,” faid qxoxfmond
tone of difconteat, ¢ thus ends 4n inte
from which I-had promifed myflf fo
and which has paid me fo little, wh
ferved “only to fhew me more fu
propriety of my attachment, and 'the
bability of z my fuccefs.”
< AmIto unagme, my (on,” faid
fede, ¢ that this new paffion=has «
- : ; ; c

1
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2 s“’ your: chara&er, or only that it has
eloped fraits in it which were bvforc
sown to me 2= -Why are you thusi impe-
and unreafonable # Would you have
Madame St Clair” fhew you more
ed marks of fayour? or would you
had Agnes, to whom your vifit was
y a {urprife, lay afide the modsfty of
% and of her chara&er, and 22
jay no more, my Father,” interrupted
iond ; < I fee; I feel my error, and will
with® parience the unfolding of this

)

r11

ery (hort time decided it ;—Sigilmond;,
ceived as the avowed lover of Agnes,
efitated not to confefs that this arrange-
‘was anfinite ly ple afing' to her; and
ne Ste Clair took fo ftronz an affettion
adopted fon, <hat fhe became almoft
atient as himfelf. for the Geremony
vas to give him really a claim to that
appellation. ¥et fo watchful was this
rent over the futare happinefs of her
er . that fne ‘ixr’d the end of his

- probation
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formetimes wanderine through delightful
i, fometimes climbing awful mountains,
ited beneatt “he fpreading branches of
1e-tree, overlooking immen(e trads of
cape—here, {pvage v sith wild and over-
ing rocks—rhere, brilliant v “+h tcwns
wuildings, and rick with cultivation. In
ents-ike thefe, Sigiimond would fome-
5 accompany the melodious voice of
is withs the foft breathings of the flute
sever_had his Hul felt {o infpired with
ublime emotions that fpring from. har-
r» as at thele times. Agnes fung with.
lexful pathos the affeéting little air fo
liarly: dear to Father Buonafede, and
d occafiépally venture to awaken 1n his
Lall thote thrilling remémbrances recal-
y every Well-known note, and in the
of Echo delighted to ‘hear it rever-
ed among a thoufand hills, its laft faint
s trem&lmg and dying on the breeze.
did they fhun the ruined alﬂcs of the
sel, or the long arqadcs of the cloifters,
=ared to ®oth’ theu‘ hearts by arlhoufand
tender ]
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tender recolleL(ions. Agnes fhuddered as»
Sigifmond related, beneath théfe fculpture..
arches, the ideal Horrors he had one night
‘experienced, and cowd "icarcely perfuade
herfelf they were xpdccd only ideal.” She
mzJe him repeat anew evtry r.lrcumﬂauce
that had occurred, and fcdreely dared to

throw her eyes acrofs “the gloom that was

now rapidly deepening around.

¢ But do you be.leve, Sigifmond, that

the {pirits of the dead are permitted fome-

times to revifit this earth?” faid Agnes.
- ¢ Dearett. Agnes,”  replied Sigifmond

< does not every reafon ccntra.dlé't fuch a’
belief 2>

<« Reafon may,” anfivered Agnes; L.
feeling in every age, in every country, and
perhaps experience, have rendered the belief
univerfal. This Marquis, for inftance, fo
{uddenly, {o barbaroufly murdered, is fully
believed by all the neighbourhood not
unfrequently to hover round the fpot where
lus mortal remains are laid.”

5 X
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L if there were any re_‘fon, unknown,’ which :

might occffion his -Lppuanno to mel i
would certatnly have comein an usqueftion=
able form—not an ebfcure figure oudmv
along the fhadowx cortidor, or a fingle e)c

g’*rmu from hchmcl a pillar 3 had he been- :

permitted to appear to me,, °it would doubt-
lefs “have ‘been for fome w1epuxpofe, and
his appearance would haye been, calcalated
fully to remove all doubts, and to explain
the reafon of {o great an invetfion of the
ufual order of Natuses!?

« Well, dear Sigifmond,” rephcd Agnes,
s gt Jeaft, let us:now bend dur fteps home-=

ward, for I own myfelf affected with fome- .

thmcr‘hke a fuperﬂmoas awe W,hll\, I reinain
among thele ruigs, difcuffing the probability
or improbability of ‘the tales fo currently
reported, and o univerflly belicved.”

¢ They returned to the Valla, but the

fub_ycé‘t of their conuerfation’ {ild <ontinued
~the fime.  They found Madame St Clair
and Father Buonafede i the garden, cojoy-
ing thc bricht méonlight, and ferene beauty
g i of

o
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of the niht, in an hrbour 'of the moft
lexelyand fragfant (hrubs; and they were too
warmly interefted in the tSpic they had been
ditfuRing, to chiMe i§ immediately to ano-
ther, *Agnes trufted (he fhould at leaft find
Jer mother of he® opini?)n, with refpeﬁ,&o
i the truth of -#ppearances from The other
world, and %as furpri{;d and difappoint=d to
© find fhe concurred wholly with ‘Father
Buonafede, who faid—
< It appears alaioft impoflible to difbe-
lievé the cgncurrent:teﬁimonics and cbinions
_of all natiohs,=artd of all ages ; y& when we
conﬁ'der_that the opinions have been chiefly
prevalentamong the uninftruted, the vulgar,
or&hgeuthuﬁ_eﬂic,t‘ﬁat they haveloftgroundin
proportionas#icage became gnlightened, and
that they accogd with the prepenfities of the
human mind to attach itfe,!.fftb the marvel-
Ious, we ought not p;rhaps to wonder at the
univerfaligysof the-delufjon ; for thafit is a
delufion I have no dQu’Dﬂ,tzj"' .
“ A delufion, Father I faid © Agnes,
< how produced, or how carried,‘o'n? In.
i e ° the:
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" the mfancy.of fociety who fhould invefit ar
execute fuch a detufion, or how could the
ideas of all nations fo wo“JErtully accorG i T

¢ Your queftion is ingenious, my daugh-

ter,” rephed Buv\ha&dr} <% fuppoﬁng by
delufion meapt an artifice; but this was
not my meaning ; by.deluf'on, P underftand
the play of the imagination itelf, which,
feeling the difference between foul and
bedy, and yet confcious*of their clofe con=
nexion> and. mutwual intereft dunng ther
union, capnot imagine a totad Gffation of -
this® intereft after their fz Eparation by the
ftroke of death. There is fomething folemn .

- in- the idea of .this feparation, fomething
{folemn alfo in the re- appearance of the fpirit.
To an uni n(‘ru&ed-—-nav, perhaps to ghe
moft cultivatd mind, thet i fonicthifis’®
wonderful in the evedt that feparates the
corporeal from the {pxmual effence of man;
there is allo fomcthmg anfwerably wonderful
in the vifible return of that {piritual e{fence:
and thefe correfpondmg feelmgs are fully
fufﬁcr’nt toinduce the behef 2

« Al
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terder pircn,t faw with inexpreffible delight
that (he could not have made a choice more
Ilely to enfue happinefs to her daughter,
and fhe became anxious to conclude a
marriage which vromif:d fo much felicity 5
and one evening, while they we.> all ntting
together in the bower, enjoying the luxury
of converfation, where kindred minds min-
“gle together,” and cach refponfive heart
vibrates- to the fentiments of the beloved
-bjeétsaround, Madame St. Clair, in a paufe
of their oices, faid—< My cHldren,. Iam
anxious to confirm your.mutﬁ‘al felicity ; I
* feel my own infirmities too much to fuffer
me to hope long to continue the guardian
of my Agnes, and T with to leave her in the
protection of one who wiil {ecure her feeble-
nefs from. fcerow and dar‘ger ;—are you
.w1lhng, Sigifmona, fpeedily to accent fo
important a charge ?”
patNTy deafﬂﬁ Madam,” exclaimcd the
- grateful youth, ¢ ever unworthy of your .
goodnefs, I know ‘not how to cxprefs my
- emutiors :—will my Agnes %

s ¥ou
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e\clalmed~—“ Blefs ;ne once. more, my

Te p.e&ed ~my beloved mother { and Izt me

from this hour confider my gentle Agnes as
my own!”

Madame St. Clair fel: the dLhcacy of his
manner, which {o gracefully aﬁ'ured he” fhe
had loft none of his refpe& by the hl&ory

+ fhe had defired him to'learn from Buonafede ;
and raifing him, and ter_l’derly embracing
him, fhe exprefled a deep fenfe of her hap-
pinefs in having frlected fuch a fiend and
proteor for heér beloved daughter. She
wept in the fulnels of her heart; and when
‘¢ had alittle . 2gained her compofure, fhe
faid to Sigifmond—:< I feel impatient, my
fon, to commit my daughter wholly to your
care 5 for Tam many times warned by fymp-
toms I can icither difbelieve nor difregard,
that I fhall not be much longer permitted
to behold your mutual happines.—Alas! I
bave lonz prayed to oc¢ allowed to fez my
Aggpes in the arms of a worthy anc_} amiable
man—to fec her fecured from tharing the

-mifery ‘of her mother; and if I'may but live

7
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filent ; but fixing her eyes upon him,  tears
ftole dosvn her cheeks. :

« T will await your will in patience, my
beloved,” faid Sigifmondi ¢ I fear not from
you that coldnefs or <aprice_fhould .etaid
my happinefs.”

<« Alas! my Sigifmond,” f_axd Agnes at
length, it is for the fake of your happinefs
that I yet delay our union’; not that I fhall
ever love you more, but that I may mourn
my mother lefs I”?

Sigifmond kiffed the hand he held and
with many tender adieus tore himfelf frcm
her. Two months had elafed fince the
death of Madame St. Clair, and never till
now had he feen her fo compofed.* At tuc
end of another month fhe had confented to
be his, and had avowedly fhortened the
period fhe fhourd have allotted for her
mourning, becaufe it had been fo earneftly
the: wilh of her mother that their -union
fhould ‘be fpeedily completed. That the
meflenger who had been difpatched never
returned.  difquietea “not Sigiimond nor

BATS Agnes,
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of the villag :rs which was thé habitation of
Faher Euonafede, and was ipeedily con-
4&&:& to it. .’ 'he ftranger, who was a maa
of .noble port and lofty demeanour, ordered
" his attex.dants tn wait at fome diftance, but,
-t fo go far. off, as he [hould probably
dcpa,rt foon and fudd“nly ; then entering the
- Father’s humble abode, abruptly demanded
Slgpfmond
Father Buonafede’s countenance exprefled
his furprife, whicl: was too: great to allow -
‘him to foeak, and the firanger haftily ex-
claimed—*¢ "You know the youth. I can
admit of no evwions; he has always been
under your care, and T now demand him.” :
% By what authority.”” afked Buonafede,
soufed at a demeanour fo ungracious, ¢ by
what autl’or.by do you afk thefe quei’txons
and demand the youth 2’
. % By an authority,” refumed the i 1mper1-
ous ﬁrange;, s it would xlI become you to
oppofe ' )
£8 Yeetito (uch vague fpeeches,” faid the
Fn( r, <1 fhall not dexcrn to reply.”
ce I\,Iy
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¢ You cannot deny,”” anfwered the Prince,
< the - circumftal ce of Sigifmond’s being
brought to you fill an infant, by a female
fervent i amed Nerina i : §
¢ T will not deny this,” faid' the Father,
« for this is true!” - :
<. ¢ And 1s not this ftrong prefumptive
. evidence in'my- favour 27 afked Rezzonico.
< Tt is,” replied Buonafede; ¢ but pre-
fumption is not proof.”
¢« Nerina was tnen, and has ever fince
remained in my fervice,” faid tne Prince;
~ ¢“{he is now inde~d on the bed of death; and
‘confefled ‘to me, in thofe moments when
only truth can be uttered, where fhe had
depofited my f{on.” G
<« Forgive, mc; ‘Prinee,” faid Buonafcde ;
<« but for what: reafon could Nerina: ever
fecrete a fon from a parent, or, having been
Jjuftified ir. fuch condué, with what view
does that pare’nt redemand his child ?2’
< It is' ftrange,” obferved the- Prince,
 that you can dare to cueftion me thus;
and pcrhaps fll more firange that I con-
defcend
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defcend to anfwer you; however, toexplain ‘
this circumftance, I muf/ confide o you
part of my hiftory.  ¥ou perhaps remember
the tragical end of/ the Marqmv Miran="
dola ?”
« Fuil well 5 rephed?uonafcdc. 5
« T was his relatxon, * continued Rezzo-
nico, “ znd as he was childlefs, his next heir.
His pofieffions all devolved to me, but none
! appeared to e fo-defirable as the hand and *
heart of his widow. I wooed, and ‘as.I
thought, won them both.! A very fhott
time elapfed between his death and our
efpoufals, and Sigifmond is my fon by that
woman, the mioft lovely, and the moft infa-
mous that ever difgraced humagity >’
¢« Pardon . me, Prince, fer mterertmv
you,” faid Blonafede, but here is fome
_miftake; my Slgifmond is moft certainly not
“your -fon by: the Marchionefs -Mirandola,
fince Sigifmond was brought to me within
threé n.onths after the Marquxs s death, and
was then {iz months old !’
? (T3 _YO.ﬁ
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« Ah' good Fmthex," faid Rezzomco,
< howaittle youk 10w the world! How few
-confeffions have met Tour unpractifed ears,
of the duslicity, the wickednefs, the licen-
tioufnefs of that fex, given us for our févli-‘
city, orfor our ruin ! Alas! how few women
really in finglenefs of heart adore the huf-
band of their bofoms ; how few. preferve for
him alone thofe treafures Nature has entrufl-

. ed to their care; how many children ufurp
| names, titles, and poffeflions they have no
- right by birih' o inherit!  Oh .y good
l'athcﬂ ‘had T time or fpmts, I would relate
- to thee the various minute artifices by which
Hynolita contsived to deceive the ill-fated
Marquis into a belief of her perfect adora-
tion and unblemithed purity—thc ftratagems
by which we:met ! Even at this diftance of
time thofe folen interviews rife to my mind
in' moft feducing colovrs., Alas! i« then .
thought Hypolita lived only for me ! With.
what timid tendernefs did (he embrucs me!!
With what bewitchiog fwegtne(s permit and
return thofe carefles that made” me the
; happett
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__ ¢ On the contrary, my-Prince,
Buonafede ; ¢ bur——""

<< T hope,”” inte -upted Reczzonico, ¢ he
has formed no attachment to any plebeian,
low-born \illager 27 :

Buonafede, embarrafled at shis queﬁlon,
was r.chcved from the neceflity of an imme-
diate anfwer by the fudcen entrance of Sigif-
mond, who ftarted at the fight of aftranger,
but inftently recovering, paid his compli-

33

replied

ments with an air ¢f eafy graccfulne(s.—
- Not fo, the Prince. ~ The fight of the youth
feemed to ftrike him with aftonifhment ; and
an expreflion that Semed compofed of ha-
tred and terror, difplayed itfelf on his brow ;
his checz became pale, and his eyes fixed.
He could not fpeak for fome moments, till
at length he articulated—¢¢ This is indeed

Sigifmond 1”
¢ Alas !”  thought Father Buonafede,
and he fighed as the redetion croffed his
mind, # the errors of the Marchionefs prefs
hard on the heart of her hufband ; and
Sigifmond’s refemblance to his unhappy

mother -
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“ - We thall fee,”’ faid Rezzomco
e No father {o newly fou 1d,” canfwered
Sigifmond, ¢ can fupexfede”the claims and "
attachments of the tim¢ that is paft ; in all
_ reafonable points I will obey, my fatker, but
,1f he commands me to forlake my Agnes, I
will relinquith the honours of »my birth, and
return to that obfcurity fhe was willing to
overlook 1”?
< This is a wild and impraicable sefo

lution,” f:ud Prince Rezzonico, ““and could |

only be fmmed by a )outh hkejrourfelf :
unacquamted with the laws of focxety. Tou
will foon learn how impofiibe it would be for
a man born toa hxgh flation, to heredxtary»
honours, to rnaintain the hopgs “of i ble"
family,—you will foon learn how utterly im-
poffible it would be for fuch a man to per-
fevere in fuch a refolution as y&u Liaye avow=
ed.—Pray, who is this Agnes 2

<« We will fettle thiSaffair finally with my 5
father,” replied Sigifmond ; < he only can
have a nght to- quc{hon me thus. clofcly,'

and T may ,yct hiope to find him more
S NO T X indulgent
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then was this father? By what magnificent

titles is the hitherto obfcure ngxﬁnond to

be dihinguifhed ?  Hateful elevation ! ab-

horred magnificence ! fince it tears him from
* all he loves !

The fun was row wholly {:unk, ‘and night
\advanced apace; oie ftar after another
" twinkled in the cloudlefs firmament, and
. Rezzonico, 2gain addreffing Spigno, propofed
refrefhing their (horfes and them(elves, and
proceeding forward during the night.. This
plan was agreed to, and Sigifmond faw with
 regret his 1ntendad efcape fruftrated. He
remembered, horever, that while Rezzonico
and'prgno were ftill in his view, Agnes was
unmolefted ; and refleGed too, that if he
made 1o oppofition to their plans, be thould
be allowed-more liberty on his arrival at the
. Caftle of his father. Eager allo to learn
- from Bertoldo the fulpicions of *Zadefki, and
to explore fomething of the myftery of his
own birth and connexions, he quietly affented
to the plan propofed, and trufted the peace

- G ol

i
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of his Agnes to her own punty and the
niendfhip of Buonafede.

They reached a hamlet, with whofe very
indifferent accommodation they were obliged
to be fatisfed, as their over rowearied hories
refufed to proceed.  Juft, howcvc,r as
they. had fatisfied” their owna hung?r, the
fandlord of the little inn propofed to furnifh
them with freth horfes, and, that either one
of His people fhiould lead them in the morn-
* ing to any place appointed, and bring back
his own, or that Monfignor might leave one |
of his attendanta with them, who cou;d
follow: at his leifure.  This plan feemed to,
frike Rezzonico with a profpect of fome
indefinable advantage ; trinmph fparkled in -
his eyes, and he called afide his privy coun-
{ellor, Spigno. o

Sigifmond, meanwhile- left “.xth Ghiberti
and Francifco, remained flowly pacing vp
and down the {mall room they wers in,
“which was only divided from the apartment
where the Prince was by a very thin partitiod.
He very plainly heard their voices, and once

" VOLs I M ; 0T,









244 REGINAGD,

attention for the decifion he expected ; but
whatever Rezzonico had determined, had
been fettled in the other room, and he .
continued converfiag on general fubjeds,
_ At length the landlord’s: horfes appeared,
and Sigifinond faw with a delight he knew
not how to reprefs. that there was a horle
faddled for each of them. He heard orders
given to the landlord to fend their awn
* . horfes forward fo the paflage over the Po,
fom which place his meffenger fhould carry
back the borrowed ones. This arrangcment,
w‘nch feemed wholly to fet afide his fedrs,
he lc:u:ned with as much joy asif it had pro-
| mifed him fome - unexpected blefling ; and
felt {oeafy to be relies ed from the indefinable
terror that had opprefied him, that he gave
-way to more vivacity than he had yet felt
fince he quittsd Colano. = Agnes was {afe at
Ieaft for a time; and he determined foon to
find a meflenger who ‘might convey - to
Buonafede the alirms he himfelf entertained.
‘They travelled on during a cloudlefs mght’
without meeting ‘with any interruption; and
towards
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towards morning they beiield from the fum- |
mit of one of thelaft of this branch of the
Alps, the filver waters of the Po wandering
through the plains of * Montferrat. At a
town on its borders they purpofed refting
for fome hours in the middle of the day, to
avoid the extreme heat’; and when the fun
was declining, they meant to renew their
journey on their own horfes, which they
expe&ted would be arrived Ly that time. ;
When they reached the vown, Prince Réz-
zonico loy down to enjoy a few hou.s” repofe;
and Sigifmond, eager to warn Father bBlllona-
fede of the dangers that he “sared furrounded
Agnes, foﬁght an opportunity of {peaking
priva.tely to old Ghiberti, %or fought he
long in vain.—The man was alfo on the
watch, and obeyed the flighteft figual. When-
they had removed into a retlred place,
Ghlbem'l_ would have begun by expreffing
~ his own-thoughts and apprehenﬁons but
Sigifmond- wn'h the rath impetuofity of
- youth, mﬁantly confided fo him the caufe
of his .cckmg him, and conJured him to find
M 3 a.truﬁy



NALD.










et W
REZINALD, o,
° 249

the more feafible it appeared, and he gently’

opeted the daor of the apartment in which
he had been left along to fleep; the mext,
through which he was obhged to pafs,ﬂwas
vacant, but at the outer door, peepiny -
through ca crevice before he opened it, he
thought he difcerned gpigno.keeping guard.
He returned to his own room filled with new-
alarms and new, difiruft of Ghiberti, I
Splgno were really placed there towatch him,
it was utterly impofiible that Ghiberti could
have ititroduced the peafant to him without
exciting the fellow’s fufpicions. Was then
Ghiberti, whofe countenance bore fuch ample
teftimony to the goodnefs of his heart, was

Ghiberti in league with Spigno, the detelt-

able agent of the Prince ? lonre than ever

~ alarmed for, Agnes, whofe ruin ‘he noty

»

thought certain, he examined the windows *
of his chamber: thele to the. couutry were
high and {mall ; there were others not high
from the ground, but that opened into an

' inner court, furrounded by other houfes, and *

the c1rcu'n"ca.ncc of his leaping fromsthem |
3 M 5 : would

e
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haftily forward, tried to congratulate himf{elf
upun his efcape.  Scarcely had he - proceeded
. an hundred yards, however, from the houfe,
ere he found his arm rudely caught, and
turning round, perceived Spigno. Detci
mined Lot to yield tamely to this infamous
being, Sigifmond drew his poniard, and
Bade him defend himfelf; but Spigno was
prepared for this' attack, and throwing a
{trong rope over his thoulders, manacled both .
his arms, and rendered all his courage of no
effeé. Indignant and afhamed, Sigifiond
fuffered himfelf to be reconduéted to the
apartment Lic had juft quitted.  Hle uttered
not a word, for he dared hqi‘aﬂc alter Ghi-
“berti, left he fhould ‘involve him' in a
fufpicion that might be fatal t5 him = and he
fcorned to. fpeak to the being that kad thus
obfained a power over him. When they
, Teached che apartmens} Spigno, after difarm-
ing .the youth, unbound his arms, and faid
‘witha malicious grm—“ he hoped he would
excufehis remaining in the fame 1oom, as a
: fecond
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fecond endeavour to efcape would certainly

be attended with fatal confequences.” :
Sigifmond/fubmittcd in gloomy filence,
and Spigno continued to offer, what he
thought a great mark of favour, to conceal,
from Prince Rezzonico the attempt the
youth had made to cfcape; but Sigifmond
already forefaw more of mifery in making
himfelf a dependant on the caprice of fuch
2 =ing as Spigno, “lian in braving the worlt
that could befal him., He therefore made
0o xeply to thiis kind offer of protetion and
countenance ; but Spigno remarked his looks
of difdain, and worried him with a thoufand
teazing remarks on the irritability and im-
patience of his difpofition, recommending it
to him =5 f=binit quictly to the will of Prince
Rezzonico, adding—<¢ 1 my{Cif at one time
. -thought it hard that he fhould affume fuch
abfolute authority ; but I foon found that he
- t.ad means of compelling that affent T was
unwilling to give—and, indeed, I have long
found my inclinatior-and my duty go hand
in hand : fo be comforted, yotng Signor ;
habit
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among whxch, regret for his unfuccefsful
attempt to efcape was not the leaft, fince it
wotlld undoubtedly caufe him to be much
more narrowly watched in future, and he
feared he could never pra&ife diffimulation
either long or well enough to lull arleep the
fufpicions this circemftance would have
_excited. . He looked forward without hope;
the words of Spigno to Ghiberti perpetually
{~~~ded in his ears- ¢ Is he not amufed by
a profpet of feeing his father ”"—What
| the., was that father certainly dead ? and
if fo, to what purpofe was he decoyed into
their toils >—Living in peaceful obfcunt),
ignorant of his real birth, and unfeduced by
that ambition which might have prompted
‘him to ~-==~vel the myftery. that fhrouded it,
he - confidered  himfelf as o’ formidable
opponent had they fuffered him to remain
at Colano.- He woula have marrie:l Agnes,
~ad, contented with a peaceful retirement,
would neither have had the power nor the
wifh to develope the truth of his anceftry ;
. mow, the many fufpicious circumftances that
prafied
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- prefled on hic attention, the ftrange conduct
of Prince Rezzonico, the alarm he betrayed
at Father Buonafede’s ‘cafual recoramenda-
tion of ¢ ﬁrmnexs and fidelity,” the ﬁnvular
hints and behaviour of the Ménk Zadefki-
the fecret conferences the Prince held with
Spigno, the very fafpicious friendfhip “of
Ghiberti, and the difcovery that he was
treated as a prifonef, all united together,
afforded proof even amorAting to couvufhon,
that Rezzonico apprel.ended fome d_..¢

from him, and he even began to imagine

that time would unfold fome circumftances
in which he was implicated, and might pro-

bably bring to light fome hidden villany of |

the Prince—while he himfelf was more i
the way to affift the difcovery if any fuch
thould be madc. Again he revolvea the idea

which had f{truck him in tbs Convent during |

the converfation of Zadefki,—that Madame

St. Clair and Agnes were the”widow and -

daugliter of the murdered Mirandola. Tie
fudden furprife the Prince had betrayed on
hearing that they refided at the Villa Salviati,
G : the
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the knowledge whick he appzared to have
of them, his own relationfhip' to the Mar-
- quis, ard maay little indefcribable circunt=
ftances which now recurred to his memory,
all concurred to perfuade.him of it, though
he was convinced that Agnes knew it nat 5
and he' determined to omit no opportunity
that might offer” of clucidating this myftery
al{o : for notwithftanding Madame St. Clair
" had given fo full a welation to Futher Buona-
fe.'_, which at her r.queft he had accurately
repeated te Sigifimond, yet could nat the
youch perfuade himfelf but that the names
of St. Clair, and many, if not moft of the
| circumftances were fititious.
At length the hour of" departure arrived,
and Sigifmond found with furprife that he
~ was fo%.eu t6 join the Prince as ufual, and
that no notice was taken®of his abortive
attempt.  Whetherthen he was only detain-
ed by the felf-born authority of Spigno, or
~enethier this talewas referved for fome future
occafion, to do him more ample ‘mifchicf
than it would have donc at prefent, hecould
not
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not exaltly- decide, but was - dete;mined to
~ difcover, even at the rifk of i mcurrmg the
difpleafure of Rezzonico; for to Ueun the
power of fuch a man as ﬁpxgno, either to be
confined at his pleafure, or to give him fu=h
a eontrqul over him as he would imagine he
pofleifed if he did Hm the”favour to keep
this fecret, the haug’hty foul of Sigifimond
could by no’means bear. When they were
therefore again in route, Jfter having croffed |
the-Po, the youfh enquired whether  was
at tke orders of the Prince “that he was
detained a prifoner. 5 1
The Prince, furveyiig him w1th a look
that made Sigifmond recoil, faid—* It cer-
tainly was by my command ; and you would
have fhewn more prudence’had you forbore
““to ftart the fub_]e& fince 1 had mittudedsto
have been filent about yourmeditated flight ;.
but fince you have dared to a.ll_udc to your
being' confined, I will enquire from what"
motive you fought ‘to fly ?” & e
« And I, faid Sigifmond, * muftalfo-
be allowed to enquire by what autbority I"
20 = am
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am detained, and what right even you,
Prince, have to controul my aélions ?*?

<< Be fatisfied, young man!” faid the

Prince fternly; ¢ I have a right—a. right
that even your pride will pot dare to dif-
avow !
. ¢ Scarcely, Signor,” replied Sigifmond,
«to a parent fo lately known could I be
induced to fubmit fo implicitly. Coercion
is the very mode “> make my fpirit Tebel ;.
an’ ¢ you with my compliance, believe me,
gentlenefs i« the only means of cnfuring
i 3

¢ Be filent,” faid the Prince iri 2 voice
of thunder, ¢ nor dare to provoke the anger
Tam willing toflifle |—You pretend todiGtate
to my conduét ! - Not another word, or you
mAay c-.uce, when it is too late, to repent

_your, ralhnefs |-

Sigifmond, though hlgh]y mdlgnant for-
bore to repry, and they rode on in-fullen
fucnce. . They proceeded with as much
fpeed as poffible along the country of ‘Mont-
ferrat. eager to gain the place of their

: deftination
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deftination with only “one more reft; nor
‘could Sigifmond pay much attention to the
beautiful and’varied fandicapes thkat every
where prelented themfelves to his view. At~
lengthi the (hades of c¢vening began to gith';u
round ; but the Prince igtended to preceed
as bcfure, ddl"ﬂ"’ the might, dnd repofe for a
while in the heat of the following  day,
meaning to reach the Caftle of Voltora |
beforesthe enfuing nigha There was no
moog ; but the clearnéfs of an Italiamaky
aidedtheir progrefs, and thouch they loft
the advantage of viewing the country throtgh
which ‘they travelled, t~ the Prince it was.
too. well known, and by Sigifmond  too much
difregarded to render that of confequence.
They ftopped, as the day before, when the
heat of the following day grew unpicilant,
and no circumftance marked the period of
their repofe.  Again they fet forward, and’i
haftened as much as they could’; for Rez-
zonico began to fear they (hould be b‘enight?‘
amonb the woods that fkirted the feetof the'

g Apensines,’

x
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Apennines, towards which they were travel-
ling.

‘Sigifm:ond, who had httherto paﬁ”ed his
life in the midft of the Alps, had thought,
when he thought of it at all, the {cenery of
the country through which he had been
travelling very tame, compared with that to
which he had been accuftomed, and had
obferved with fome degree of intereft the
towermgfummlts £ the Apennines, s they
hau..or fome time fuirted the horizon ; the .
enthufiaftic love of the grand and fublime
features of - Nature, -which he had felt from
his infancy, and which had been cherithed
by the noble and tremendous {cenery the
Alps and their forefts afforded, revived as he
gazed upon the varied and elegant forms of
ths Apcnmes, and learned that he was going

_ toacaftle amongft them.  Unable to hold
communion with Rezzonico or Spigno, and

- fearful of converfing with Ghiberti, had he

withed ‘it, Sigifmond ftrove to detach his .

mind, if poffible, from that chain of alarming

events which, though they diftrefled hm:, he
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the venerable trees which fn?.dm&ed the plain,
he remembered the enthufiaftic delight with
which s had often with Agnes watched its
fetting beams as they funk behind the rugged
190lls of the mountains, or when from an
emirence he had obferved it gilding the
horizon with a thoufand ‘gay and glorious
colours, 'The fervour of his foul fought in
vain fome kindred bofom %o impart its
emotions to. HC looked round for a mo-
mene at his comparisons, and the {oft anima-
tion he felt was inftantly extinguithed All
the uneafinefs his agitated fpmts had con-
_Jured up as fo likely te invade his peace, *
again prefled on his memory ; he imagined
Agnes torn from her retreat, and carried
where he fhould never fee her more ;—he
10348 .xeG 1€, Oh horror | deftined for, nay
given to fome other, and he life and his own
rendered irrevocably wretched. © A thoufand
times hLe willied, that fince Nerina had pre-
eryed her important fecret {o long, fhe had
carried it with her to the grave ; for though
he had been told but very few particulars, he
had
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 As Sigifimond furveyed its frowning hor-
TOTS, he felt his hopes for cver annihilated,
for he could not doubt tnat he beheld
Voltorno. Had his mind been at eafe, he
would have contemplated with fublime
emotions its baftions, on which the rude
hand of Time had made fcarcely any vifible
impreffion, though the extreme antiquity of
the building was fufficiently: apparent ; its
battlements adowaed with ‘huge mafles of
iv=-"its long narrow; loop-holes, and its dim
windows of painted glafs, its turrefs light
aud airy, commanding an Immenfec extent
of country, and funported by all the fantaftic
fretwork of Gothic tafte. But on thefe’
ciccumftances his fick fancy refufed to dwell 5
be only faw with horror the dreadful height
and *hichaef$ of the walls, the frong and
well-guarded gates, the glcomy grandeur, and
~ impregnable ffrength of the edifice, and the
breadth of the fofle that furrounded it on
taree fides.—< From hence,” faid he to
himfelf, < to efcape will be impoffible ; and
‘what will avail the ceffation of ' Rezzenico’s
2 e  lewful






o REGINALD,

known emblem that had ftrack him in the
chapel of Pontalti—the dog repofing at the
 foot of 'a rock. The motto too was well
known to him ; ¢ Faithful and Eirm,” was
~egible on a label beneath the device. . The
conibination ftruck on his foul—Mirandola,
the tomb, the myfterious figure, all glided
* before his fancy, and he looked’away from
~ *he door which had conjured up fo many
jimages.  In vain he turned. In the carve
work of everyfx:ﬁindow, the fame devics, the
fame motio appeared, and Sigifinond could.
tiot doubt but that Pontalti and Voltorno
had originally belunged to the fame family.;
but the Prince allowed him no time for
~ refle@ion.  They crofled the hall; and en-
tering a long and gloomy corridor, at length
found ‘at the end of it a large apartment
wainfcoted with oak, ‘and heavily, though
magmhcently furnifyed :  here the Prince
called for refrefhments, and invited Sigifmond
" fo be feated. An old man appeired with.
frults and ices.

e ATe
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with him. Notwithftanding this, there was =

nothing in the {mile, nothing in the voice of
Vitalba that invited Sigifmond .*o repofe

that confidence in him which the apparent -

fhinefs of the Prince would otherwife have
induced him to.—But there yet remained the
Signor Pigliani, whoe name the Prince had
affumed at the Convent. This man, of about
thirty years or age, enited to a figure of the
fineft proportions, a faceof manly beauty ;

younger confiderably chak Rezzoni -, he .
feemed upon terms of | the moft - cordial

familiarity with him. Of an ardent and
impetuous temper, greit talents ferved at
once to guide and to direét his warmth.
Inftantly comprehending -whatever f{ubject-
was ftarted, his prefence of mind, his cool,
yet determined courage fhrunk fricn né
obftacles,” and every trait.- both of his face
and charaéer, annovaced a man of no com-
mon mind.. He was the only one. of the -

party vith whom Rezzonico lived on terms .

‘of real friendfhip, if the leaguc of thofe; who.
are little reftrained by principle, deferves that®

LI N 6 : name,
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name. He was an obje of envy to the
other Signors, but more particularl, to
Valerti;, whofe views, frequently the fame,
were perpetually confounded by the fuperior
aldrefs of Pigliani. He treated Sigifmond.
with an air cf opetnefs and fiiendliaefs tnat
‘would have charmed his ingenuous heart,
had he not felt it impoffible to r(;ly on any
frlend of Rezzonico. The youth therefore
‘modeftly retreatéd from his advances, and
" his packwardnefs was kindly by Pigiani
imputed to uxmchty ; but he felt abafhed by
i the unceafing gaze of Signor Vitalba, who
frequently, while his eyes were fixed full on
iithe face of Sigifinond, whifpered’ to the
- Count Ubaldo, who alfo joined in the ftect
faft furvey. ' They feemed conferring toge-
ther,and the youth was evidently the fabject
of their conver(ution ; nor was it long ere
the Prince, drawing taem - towards. one ‘of
| ‘the windows, joined ,1 i the, low wlllfpels.
The lights but partx\a ]y/ illuminated ‘the
apartment ; and Sizifmond, afetting not to
fuppote hlmfclf the obje& of their attention,
;  withdrew
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mthdrew to another “Window, which, deeply 5
“funk in the enormous walls, completely hid
him from thelr obfervation. The window
at which he had placed himfelf, looked imme-
diately down the precipice; and though it
“was far:too dark to diftieguith-the furraund-
ing fcenery, yet the white fdam of a torrent
that walhed the bafe of the rock on which
Voltorno ftood, made itfelf vifible. even
thiough the gloom, and’ threw up its white
{pray to an amazing height. Unale to
collé& his thoughts, Sigifmerd gazed, in a
fort of vague reverie, at the foaming waters,
the pineswhich waved to thelefthand, and the
retiring mountaing fcarcely feen to the right.
‘He contemplated, as far as the dudkinefs of :
night would permit, the fituation of the
edxﬁcc, and felt himfelf complctely a puafcaer.
The ideas of Buonatede.and Agnes, loft to
him cs he believed for ever, arofe to lns
“mind like the remembrance of friends fepa-
‘rated- by death, and he felt wholly algfiesin.
the world - with all the beings around him
hxs heart refufed to hold commerce, and he'
: could‘

B i ]
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could not fhut his eyes to the utter impro=-
bability of his efcaping from that caftle while
Rezzoni~o thought fit to contine him 1n it.
While thefe reflettions floated 'indetermi-
nately in his mind, the Chevalier Valenti
approached. the window where he ftood, aad
afked him, with a farcaflic Imlle, how heliked
his new refidence.
Sigifmond replied, it ‘'was yet impoffible
for him to judge cf it.
€ D! Iaffure you,” replied the Cheva-
ier, < this nld caftle is one of thofe tlings
- that donot at all improve upon acquaintance. :
I think the time I have fpent here longer
than all the reft of my life; however, I hope
it will be better now you are come ;—the old
- Signors are all {o grave;; a young man like me
cap find no amufement in their company 3
together, perhaps, we. miy-contrive to kill
time a little better.””” | s
< Tanafraid, Signor,” replied Sigifmond,
¢« I fhall be but a bad afiociate ; I om not
naturally cheerful, and juft now I have no
particular reafon to be fo.” Y
> Oh I*’
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¢« Perhaps fo,” anfwered anentl, & for
in trath it is antiquc enough !’

The Count Ubaldo here CZL”Cd away hlS
fon, and the party dlfpexfed to their fevera.l
apartments.’,

Benedetto was or,dersd te condut Sigil-
mond to that appomtcd for him ; and taking
alamp, he led the'way through a number of
low and intricate paflages until they came to
a narrow ftaircafe, which led into a long
gallery.! Along onefide of this gallery was a
number of dours ; and when Sigifmond de-
manded of his conductor to what apartments
thofe doors belonged, he anfwered, that
they were rooms not often ufed. ~ Sigifmond
furveyed the oppofite fide of the gallery :
it was pierced with many long and narrow
windows, placedwery high, and elmoftentirely
without glafs, and the wall it(clf bore very
evident ‘marks of decdy.—¢ What is this
“gallery called 27 fakd Sigifmond to hxs con-
ductor:

< It is called thc eaﬁ gallmy, « replied
Be_nedctto. ¢ but there, Signor,” continued

| the
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tbc ‘man, throwing opensa low door, seitheres
1§ your apartment, and here is a lamp.” ,"
Sigifmond réceived the lamp, and entered
theapartment ;—he heard the fteps of écne-
detto run haftily along the gallery, cill at
length; when he was wholly gone, his heart
funk wnthm him at theuncommon lonelinefs 5
of the place. He furveyed his own room,
or rather dungeon; it was large and lofty .
its damp ftone walls wese in many parts.
covered with. green mof, and various other
‘vegeteble produttions of moifture. There
feemed fome windows in equally good repais
with thofe he had noticed in the gallery, but
fo high, that they were far beyond his reach ;
the floor was of ftone, and thie ceiling was
vaulted ; in one corner of the room ftood
the remains of what had been once a bed,
but which “wWas~Imoft ‘deftroyed by damp
and vermin. - To fleep was at once danger-
ous ancfimpoﬂlble'; and convinced as he was
that his room'was very far diftant from the,
. apartments of the other Signors, he deter- |
mined to czlcaminc as much as he cdu}d the s
: > part
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part of the caftle he was in, thinking it not
impoffible but ‘that from its ruinous ftate,
he might be enabled to effet his efcape rom
it. s ne furveyed the mouldering walls,

he remarked a hook which had once proba- .
bay fupponied a pi¢ture; and he remems-
bered the con.verfation Ghiberti and Francifco
had held refpe&ing his refemblance to a
picture that once hung in what he now
fulpefted to be that very chamber—the

vaulted room at the end of theeaft gallery.

Imprefled with tkis idea, he determined to
fearch for tne dark apartment beyond the
vaulted chamber while he yet poffefied the
advantage of a light; and fearching around
his own room for a door, he at length dif-
covered one, of wnich he with fome difficulty
undrew the rufty bolts; it opened into a kind
. of low cell, which apparently hz1 been long
fhut up, and which feemed to contain
nothing But a heap of rubbith in one corner,
" among which it feemed fcarcely probable
* ‘that.a picture {Wbuld be depofited. ~Sigif=
- mond, neverthelefs, went forward to examine
: et of



REGINALD» 283

of what'it was compofed ; and on gazing on -
it; perceived nothing but a parcel of rufty
armour. He swas retreating difappointed,
when f{uddenly the light gleaming on’ part
of a fhield, he thought he difcovered the
well-known words in the motto—¢¢ Faithful
and Firm.” Roufed by this circumftance,
he drew forth the fhield, and amidfi the ruft
and dirt with which long neglect had encraft-
ed it, he difcerned the device which had 1o
often met his eye. < Some anceftor of the
Marquis' Mirandola, probably,” faid he to
bimfelf, ¢ for I believe this caftle, with
other ‘property, defcended from that family
to Rezzonico—fome anceftor of that illuftri-
ous Houfe once bore this fhield in battle ;
many blows has its battered front repelled,
and many a dreadful fhock bas this bruifed
helmet alfo 35c0uqtere’d."

VVhile\hé thus meditated; he removed the
uppermoft pieces of armour, and, at length,
at the bottom of all he thought he faw 4
pi¢ture. Eagerly ‘he now®leared away all -
that yet covered it, and at length drew it 7

/ * forth
.
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forth from its abode. Fle carcfully brafhed
the duft from it, and found that it was
damaged in many places; in fome even
perforated by the fharp points’of the armour.
Still, however, he could fee that it reprefented
a warlike figure, and, as he at length contri-
ved to throw the light properly upon it, he
fancied that it repre‘ented the very perfon
whofe effigies he' had feen in-the chapel of
| - Pontalti. The longer he gazed, the more
- he was convinced of this ; he faw the fame
benevolent fmile, the fame intelligent coun-
tenance, the fame expreflive eye that had fo
charmed him in the fculptured figure ; he
felt his heart beat with indeflcribable emo-
tion as he viewed it; and long would he have
continued to'gaze upon it, had not a diftant
found in'the gallery alarmed him.
Sigifmond liftened for a mouaicnt, unable
* to diftinguifh what the noife mxght mean,
until at length conviaced that it was ap-
'(proaching his room, he imagined it might
= be Bencdetto returning to him; he therefore
 haftily rg-cntercd his apartment, and clofing
Fd ' “isthe

4
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Sigifinond gratefullyaccepted the comforts
the old man’s care had provided, and ir.deed
felt the neceffity of a fire very ftrongly, for
in bis fituation it was more than a luxury—it
was a ‘real neceflary of life; the humid
walls ftruck fuch a cold <hill thiough his
whole frame, and the whole place had fo :
much the air of a charnel-houfe, that it was
not merely unpleafant—it was abfolutely un-
wholefome: Whil= the fire was illuminat-
ing cvery part of .he room with its cheerful
* Blaze, Ghiberti again went to fetch {fome
better bedding’; and when he returned, and
had made up {ome, at leaft, dry accommoda-
tion for Sigifimond, he feemed as if he had
fomething he wifhed to fay; and Sigifimond
inviting him 4o reft himfelf awhile, Ghiberti’
fat down, and after a paufe of ¢ few minutes,
faid—¢ This apartment is very lonely,
Signor.” e
_ +s< It feems to have been a long time unin-

_h_itbited,” replied Sigifmond.

“,/ It has never been ufed fince the death
of the late Lord,” anfwered Ghiberti,

_+ sYlescept
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* < Perhaps - fo,” obferved = Sigifmond;
<c but we fhall not difturb the Margnis by
fpeakiug of him.” :

< Nay, Signor,” continued Ghiberti,

< hiftories have been told ‘of thefe very

apartments, by <hofe who have cccaficnally
vifited them,, that would have prevented my
commg near them, had it not been to ferve
you.” ¥

< T thank )ou, thbcrtl,” replied Sigif='
mond, ¢ and wi'l nat ‘then detain you; the
hiftories tnat are related do not alarm me;
but ere you leave me, I will requeft’ you
‘to-morrow to find fome means of prefenting
me to Father Bertoldo.” L

< Alasy Signor 1”2 faid Ghiberti, * ¢ the
good Father died during our abfence.”

« Ha!” exclaimed blmfmond < during

_ our abfence, fuid you r-—Could ‘he, then, be

the parent Prince Rezzonico wis bringing

~meto?r”

/

pecetipye ! -—No gxgnor, no.’

‘¢« And what, Ghiberti, was that px&ure
which you and Francifco thought I 1o much
refembled 27

<xWe !
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e W@ mll thmk of that {ome other time,
Slguor. * :

scaVeelly Ghlbem, I ‘will detain you then
no lon:rer—{'ome other timej but poor
Bertoldo, I fear T have at leaft loft i in him 2
friend, if not a father[” o 5

¢« A friend you doubtlefs have loft,
Signor,” -faid Ghiberti ;- ¢ he ‘lived here
during the Marquis’s life, and avas extremely
attached to all the family of Mirandola ; k2
would d'opbtleﬁ have been your friend, and’
many a ftrange tale could he have unfolded:” -
but, Signor, while I live, I pever will defert
you, if you will accept of what fervices are
in my power; and fome other time I too
could relate, for 1 have lived herc many
years o= :

« With the? lsre'\/Iarquu ." enguired
Sigi! fimond.

O
¢ Oh'yes, Sx"nor l——But hark‘ *was not
there a noife ' 2 . —f‘
2
* They both liftened. :

<« It was only the wind fighing dlfmally
through the broken windows of the cor: rldor,
VOLS I, S " fuid
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2
> Byt not longdid the fa*e of the Marqms 5

cohtinpe to engrofs his thoughts, amply as:

it fuppued ther! with conje€tures; his own
uncertain fortunes prefled hard upon him,
and the ftrange mode in which Prince Rez-

. zolnir;o trgated h'im. A, fad :fbre_bodibng'
feized him that thefe apartments were
deftined to be his prifén, and perhaps his .
grave ; for he diftrufted the guardianthip of
which Rezzonico fpoke, and felt imprefied
with the idea that be was “deco; ed: hither for
fome malignant purpofe, thouch what caufe
could have excited anyone’s malignity,he was—
unable to imagine. Why svas he driven from
the chambers ufually inhabited, to aremote, ;
a ruined part of the caftle, byt the:better to !

-enable the Prince to detain him, peraaps to -
murder him unobferved ? | That the other
Signors “had feen coum,, CLCI[Cd in him no
hope of mlief; there was. not one, e).Cc.pt
Vitalba, who did not feem devoted ! to
Rezzonico, and Vitalba he feared cqu...,y ¢
with the Prince. The ‘death of Bertoldo.,
was @ fevere blow to him; he had hgped

g S e from

- a




292

¢
. from hxn to obtain a full explananon of the
“firange hints of Zadeiki, and to find in him
‘a fiiend to whom he could zipply, without
fear, on every emergency.—If indeed in him
be had not found a father, the firange coin-
cidence of his death with that of the parent
he was brought hither to fee, and of whom
not a. word had becn mentioned, feemed to
+ fpeak conviction to his mind. He had felt
too little hope Som his ‘promifed father to
make him wery anzious forany explanation;
be dreaded to afk the Prince any queftions,
_left he fhould hear his abfolute dependance
- on his will confirmed ; and he fhuddered to
enquire of Ghiberti, left’ he fhould learn a
tale that might fill him with abhorrence
either for this deceafed parent, or for Rez-
zonico.  Somietimes he imagined that Rez-
zonico was, perhaps, buf “r nhn, heir to the
honours and poifeffions of tha,t’p?(r_ent 5 and
be was broaght hither to be filently difpatch-

cd_that the Princemight obtain, uncontefted,

‘d il that ought to have been his property.—
¢ Alas I thought he, ¢ if he knew how

L very
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very much Lﬂxould prefer quiet and havax—
-nefs with Agnes, in. the humble vale of
Coiano, to thefe- immenfe domains, which
impofeé duties more extenfive than the advan- -
tages they beftow, he would haye left me in
_the obfcurity with which I was contented,
nor have taught me that theze was any thing
withheld from me by the injuflice of man.””
At the nam= of Agnes his mind became
foftened’; tears ftole frori his eyes, and he
funk into a quiet, though vague r-verie.
SAE lcngth he threw himfelf on the bed,
which the care of Ghiberti had fupplied him
with, and towards morning “fell into apeace-

ful and undnf’curbed flumber.

o
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