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FOREWORD

Poet Bharathi, an immortal wizard of the pen proclaims
that there is no language anywhere under the sun which is as
sweet as Tamil :

wrodis GurfseiCe sup@uryfCure
Qeflsra g eamgw srCemLo.

This proclamation of the poet may hastily be underestimated
by some as an impassioned expression of linguistic patriotism,
or even more harshly, fanaticism. But it is far from the truth.
In no less tone than that of Bharathi, Rev. Percival, a foreign
scholar declares thus: °‘No language combines greater force with
equal brevity than Tamil and it may be asserted that no human
speech is more close and philosophic in its expression as an
exponent of the mind...... %

Such is the greatness of Tamil that has been well recognized
universally. It is one of a few languages which have been
continuously in diglossic use since their origin. So Bharath;j
emphasized that necessary steps be taken to propagate throughout
the world the sweetness of Tamil as a language and its rich
literary heritage. .

Cowgrs sbCprenr e @waQuenris
urevaems Qrige Qasr@mp.

The poet has also spelt out his ambitious dreams thus :

Jpsrl@ soofdor &rsSraser
SULQurflp Quuisse Caewdw

Deers ysgerw ygprese
sUp0wridde Quppe Caer@n
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werpairs swsFGeTCor ULESE FSer
QzraafCarr wamw &%k
Bporer yovowQuele QaeflsrGrrr - ~

> saerssn QEwse ' Qasamr @uo.

Efforts are being taken to make his dreams come true in
terms of reality, and [aternational Conference ~ Seminars on
Tamil Studies is an expression of such . successful “endeavour.
The first such conference was held at Kuala Lumpur in the
year 1966, the second at Madras in 1968, the third at Paris in
1970, and the fourth at Jaffna in 1976. The fifth World Tamil
Conference - Seminar is scheduled to be held at Madurai between
the 4th and 10th January, 1981.

The University of Madras has been contributing to the
cause of Tamil Studies ever since its inception. Tamildyvu a
research journal of the Department of Tamil of this University
is devoted for Tamil studies. The present volume of the journal
is brought out on the eve of the V World Tamil Conference-
Seminar as a special ‘number. Consisting of several” papers
both in English and Tamil by eminent scholars representing
different parts of the world this issue throws light on Tamil
language and literature as well. I congratulate the Department
of Tamil Language for its efforts to bring out this special
number on the occasion of the Tamil Conference. I am glad
‘to commend this volume to the attention of all interested in
Tamil Studies.

Madras-600 005 }

: (Sd.) G. R. DAMODARAN
Date : 30-12-1980 i ‘
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umd alZor efspub  WsPuaDDDLD o L&T &L lgu)iToTeaTi.
Co® cTargmin NEM-CzsOACmE, Bsgarar, GsBaudr, GsL
T ST LULGS DG, B s CuradtCp daw af%wrsee T Haemibh
flar &5 L1L1[H A 6T DT .

& By Gou milear Sarulletr slips QFTVHTT
BTy SysrTdair Garamauls) QUEESLDLBS HESS
POy aubs B&% Gurew @mp@wrfl SsrTHedr aariéd] Giumaluy,
FHTHITIDL JOuTHH wbs fov yasrTHadr ey &DseL)
v @ererer.
o—4
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A@musTd HIHMETYST WHUGSID WTPLLTET SH0 BH
vHwuruimss of. Cidary, SH®ICuDITe®lT 0516555 BHHD
Gupagrd WBaayw HAplymruwig. by ysiTdsafld G b
Cums Qermaar s EIOsET UvuDID olFalsHLiLem s
e wuihs Qaur uLBaum BHIOsZTWD aidASSHI U HFQET DEET
uvaubmws HrlQeurgrulert. Geutr g AflwrTuyb, &S Oieh
gruyw, BHuFwrujb pbs STOESIN YsFTHl  Ussiaw
WWGIOTWIS sHauaflss Quardmbss. BFS @sTedeter mib
@uway Qubm far obaTET®Zafld) W APFFTUI 2 LSSl HTTLH
T@H QPOm: ST,

BoummL HF1SEGF G @5 I, GLITHITLIL  Ljoweur,
OOy &, g miaps1dardm, mOQTT FyeudT 1S &iLider ar
@psOCwTiT 2_g5all LiflhbsicTereTi. Geut HTid QBTG5S 2STTHuIsr
<M LG HwuTs Qeuafl_s s®mH 1p5HUGIUTES SI5] WS D OFT HHET
& 19, 1940 b Yo ® ‘ HUPF GFrowasrTd’ TaT @b uuwifled
QeauefudLnmi., Boummiw  yagrdulsd whBuw sFTH sy
Qeours FAmLis ga mIH6T LLITGED,

SWpF QFrevwnyT Huilar FHAmLiysd go misear

1. osprd aflosuds e wfidwilss aper Guil eiEwTm
QFTHHT BIG HISTATAIT,

2. Qermseflar GQurmen sruyd wWhilw ysrrdsein Gumre
357 auflmsulsd wwssmoerTr. Puigib @t DiGGELOHUL®
Qi QuTEmeTHST sTant GMIUIL.BS ST 1gujeTaTTiT;

3. auRwrfl aflaunbs OFTDHeEpEGL QUImET &n Bl e,
o UL QITdv G wEERSYD usF YmLUI Qs Hrbs
TS VID THE B S Hemarnir.

4. Qerpsafisr QuUIT&2T umIW DSs oNoTmes GsTer
wsH©G e salwrsts Lw Brosadmb g Cuphlararadm a®s 55
ShBlATOTTT.  uDH®D 2 s g (2--b) AT M GO @,
DA ST L. G BsSTLYD S gu)iToTTi. 1P ST Lp STHS
Qer DEUTHEH5 S P sTTwiar CuonBsTeraarts L BT 5N Wb 51
Bsys ah% QUB®W BamFBu arb,

5. wpar Ssyrdaafllv aTer wissshe GFissluliymbs
ULQFTHH%T QUi BBy UBHSSHND CFi 5515 SbsETTTIT.

6. QumbLTvTar G&ThraEps@AL  apvibd tpBOieu Hew mujib
Qurmenay saflar 1961 Goi 5 g ormir, ' :
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7. gL  upalBulu Qsradv  YdWSH 9 SETAILL
LISTE@WWD &TETs aarm &OUI  Garerri. aefllagin o GLm
aofley LwuGTUTR &1FH Graums augursdrwb Qsr®sseTaTTi.

8. % Qsrpslrs QeTHOILWLT el SbSlGTTIT,
aflgib, Aw Grmsails ads 2T s@psEGD Sl QuTmar
2 Wy &&HGT 311,

9. woaldvlgye GomiFuiebd uTgr TETD TS HIHHT
PV G midlsafly cunsain G B&%uulsd GoummuAd% wuidswrul
UTTT 6TeT aflovs »LILIL L weu wwimH) aum D eIusTTHe QFT HHeT
Fevaun leh STETLULEID. QLE@)60, I QUL BreuTi Ui & eoor & $leb
aglsaLy sl mrosalgn HAmuTaTew s awerL wudeET
a1t M1 QsTH S BT STas (&I _@ararmi,

10, Qngavsrafls Gsred, GsmEGs QFrd AuwiaibHam
Gnrgiav, QsmIEG aaTm @arTd sl YPalssETaTnT. 2_60H
UPSADHETTL. QFThHaSw, ‘apdE’ aarmi (SO B
SHTL_I9 W|GTATTIT,

11. o grpewrwre Gouish HarTHule) TOSSTETL  BTOSGT
Tws5sTp 340, Gupmps SHHH5H SOUTE b5 HITTHud
vwaTu®s Suysitaremw LD @F UL udwTyn Gsi S sieTeT T,

et m @7 ysprdulsy oufluib b QU GeusoTigul
Aoy Ybsrisns Qarar® ymwobs ©305TGU0n Gnibs
0B  GODUTH  WEAWWLTSHE  S1HS 5555 5. QUIL_Q&ET DHHET
S SswHLD  CrissToars SOpsFTd Mo paoLLUSTS
WrLTgl T gih QsTarmsmumLwai Gaif. G&s@a oL
Qurifls Qer mner G ST Emwb s BNISITHHS @b & DWW
2o L&) ofilL g,

Geur Qeuaflui L 1ps DLIEGHuld 5755 (y)g,mrraé; G T 60T L
Qerpadi  wL@Cw HmEuNEHsaT. QsTLIbS FO%TW LGS
s&%mu)id JEABUSHG (PAT QJQUT FTT WML BHTH. 9 ST LIAGTETIT
wEIBFS SIS Fhsd Bpefu CUELSET LTTTGS HOTs
Caaraiiadr gapmLw GwTrT Hm 5: LTABSD 6TerLT Lo mb g
QHrTH Ky faars QuDMIE Fmis 58 oS SIuTeETsE8Ts QsTaHT®
LfGerdls &1 FAL @ Qauafui& QeuisTi. @eiusyr Al Lssflulsd
FMSH5 G oS GuTSTHEMTTSL 1p. FT. B@YFVH sallFiwi, GF. g,
a1 gomilus saflgrwr, Bmmry:wwrwmsti, of. ybdeuravrderm
Wi, mT. SbSCFEHFMDILT, 1p. GITH®IRSTT (1pSOBuiTiT QLI
@& mevor L Blujsirarsetiv. @ &rGLILT AW & Blsw T Bou HLdsir Ear wicurt & 6iT
@ Quugrdlu ¢ 510p& QeTdwsyrd’ 6T b @uuimLGarGu
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waIOrs s smen QualuilL g. ©& apeTn uGHseris
wp»oGw 1910, 1912, 1923 9,b Yaw@safler Qeuafl ubs sl S
#8155 HeO b &1 QeuafluiL Ll Levwwned § g ‘slps smis arTd)’
T foliyt QuuimL_ et ofler ki@ STullmm.

F iy gesrmsGlear

Buopopuls) ipTHecr @EmUID ueTihg) bg B&ULIgYD
I g AnAw Maar®wamm EHTOS apd Gur b aleTissL
UL er. wns g, Crrd b, safl  Blamn PsEBD 9STTHSEHD
SUMUS S ®D UORIBITH QDO LT, YHSHuF QuUIIFTED
WPRIGD ‘TS5 SMD T @b LehFsTAlw Baa®’  6TeT )b
eS80 BT 187194 Hov® vSidssius @drers. 6 S
BurarCGp ‘Gure peflaui Aewsr® ’ aara@ud HTOGT LGS SEHD
1870, 1883 gb pcr @=oflsh Qeouafrdujsrearer. @aa wms SIab
uppw welams wsSuabbsr QUWITS @sTESUTEb.

Baubyed umITIY ST THTUTT WHBSIL QUT BT SEBEHTRT @i
dpprHow ‘ Bangdor @G allorsein’ sargd CLw® Gaef
W @srerni. @& wmbgHL QUITSST YHrTH aiflmeuds o M)
SupPar sEmweL oloEs 2 ®FlusTED, ¢ &5 3 e ermid
aflaisgb CeuHnbs wuymi Gus BToOsSTO UTT®aUIL G
CiBaTUSTTLTIS IV GIGHH6T &I ST WTQU(he @b 6Ter & 60
aflar i@ bLL WTWD 9sTTH @uprisTel S| RSSd (b SHMISHEH5S
ey QuppiulL g’ aaTain @By BrOwpsis o 6rer g,
bprdar wpsHUBiy 18T4gb yewiTigguib, GrooLmih Wy
18609510 yworig i Oouerfauib Gierar 5,

LHYID, ‘ DUGHLWEY  YHFTH’ aaremm  miew 1879,
18840 gav@safld  Gmuom OQeuaflouns gisirer 1. G Hsd
DUSHW  FOLUBSLIRT BTSN  aumbd LEHBSIL  Quuiiser,
Suplar vflwTw’ Quuitaer o duia b Qurm&r  oflors 5
wsTEL.  Gupdar Careri, ‘@usEu apedoms alfleuayr & °
THT DD @B HTE% 19029410 ywiTiged WSHwny SB16r  F&s
goLd Qaueruil Bear g1

Berdl. sbUBSHWTSE MG BHTOSERT ‘&T7s Baow@®® Gure
awar OIS shear. 'Crrds sLewerTd’ CTQT DI @I
QFFrHUD QBT D BT H3TT 1g.60 GCouafloun gieirer 1. om nucsor ou
FOU SDUBSWTRT QFTHALTHTSE%T afaTdE b aImSUIeD ¢ &9y srw
usgrdl’ aargid H1 Gsrarduydiarg  Gous oysgre’
gargun Quufled ofollddw mreysstar @i FuT w61, f.
&opper guii ererLrt 1911-1916 951  ypen @aefisn 26 UGS
wrs  Qeaefludl @ararai. 5 s 5 OpTLiibg GeaiusyTHés
Bugib apsr m1 uBiyser aubgicorer (1923, 1940, 1963).
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ALyl Quuwii &syrFujd L9 meyb
1. Ayl Quuysyr s

wrpliurewrd BFuS & FlomrCamiiar Carwired G ar@sSsLUILL®
wg®rd osbps Fms aTuioTs  Laeflaungs sgrd QaTed
@sTeUign, Qurmer ofaTsssSSbD WTGRT DML DL HS
SHITSWTGD CTOTLI Sl (P6T{ STTCLTD. @bs HosFrd &AL
Qi HmI b BT S Few Gou midflev & DmoHFT Hla @b @suarf! aurb gi6iTeareor
GmauGuwisheurd Hov Ay Crrésmsdar) Wer ubpBlume,

s EID urd9d ymwbs FHApUyl LwiTsdm s 571G S s
eorsaamraapLar FEerTh QrsHarCoi)y wWsOWTT eTeTLmT
¢ Amiyl Quuii YsrFTdl’ aarguw Guwfsd (A Tamil Dictionary
of Proper Names) 190890 paov® Qouefludmi. @Gouir & 15ss50us
sTeTd g SOPL Uy srrwl oflermdweur, Qflw, b7,
&GS QD LU DSULYGT T T, G)evs BUITIST, FWUI TS,
QUTHM BINSET ApSOL LVUD® DD KPITUIHBS ot G &
057G auLpmISlL)GTaTTIT,

2. isrer &b sHrioev

Bs CurarC@p @saflgynd alfloirar afarsam»2rs Q&M ®
IWwhd &l LsTar AbsTwesh. @HH5e%TE CEBTEWLI LSFEHEFWILILIGET
HVTFT&%VS SO o Lm SSwurwii 9y, AmsTrCag) wpsdlwnr Q57@ 5
saf & gyererti. HApUyl Quuir efarsswrar GUCLm BT &y
Quupsrrd Gaweflaung @Qrau® Hor@®s@sHGL Her 1910940
pvor® Qaraflons s).

QsrEuuTdfuir b AmsrgCaugy wosdwair, 1890 b
2T 065G WPITY OBTLmE L HoTBHIT G 56T« QUTEHL®
2 L HSIGTOTTI. @) ST WITPLIITERTID H65T HFuL) ardar © @)% &I
flw 505 sms YHITH’ TaTi UTFTLIR@T. SUIDF QAT
spTdow  Quallu@sFu uiaNysH@IS Caaur  Jautaer
shssBarauf @bs BT apeyb e saf yfbgerarari. @Hd
Apliy Quwi psdwemn alflurar  olorssEHEHL G &I
u@HsTET. B &I QFTHRUTmET afarSGD B)HIT SWIST DI, G meT
darsaorar U GCsuidlaarujd BTOTHITD WSOWRT GaTasr®
fars aarsen seflusrTduren. oot Hpdflui Cugud
aAflaursdu @ravLTib uBiys Qsarders GoTrsTisl mru® @
Fergr  sw@uehwrgred 1934Ge Qauafluiel Quopsl ; @ s%wrs
s%eamc LSS DG PITC@RWITS b WM BN T D
& L9 o ib.



80 : & ,suﬂgp:ru'.:q—,-lﬁ

3. PwsFHwF QEFTwVSHFT

sWpsF QETwasrTdeHEs &Smr8almiar e e sai yflbs
FRIT@SD . GLIFGHFUTLL arSmuaisa ¢ Qassus GFTaie
&ITgd’ crargyd Quuwfley @ Appsrraw 1915 g yaor@®
Qoueflud i, Gal QLUIBSSG THMHIUTW BsHwF QFTmeseT
wBCw Qarar® JYwhHsHSTG0, GaisrTSulsd slps @FTsve
srrguim  GCurewBar GCuWIOWWSSH WHVTH @ H& auflaFL
L@ Ss0uL BeTer 5. Geut YaTTWTS 70 S5 EABTTN L. GovsHEwl
Brevser wpasedweupmledr Quuwiilt Uliguigyd Sbs6TeTTr. U
Prmsafligub QFrHOUTHET &STEID HTHOILIGTL|D & ([HESHEH
GALuTd] Oop umeysGeT ST guerartr. Rpuigid BT IGT
ThsL uGHuld, absl LTLE® bs aufluded aumdm g o613 D
Curatm @©MLYS sriuL el Qer pQuTmaT  afaTss s S
SarrFupompop Jowlon G585 ToOUDLW 1 sDHEITHT
WP&T @b QBT T LI 6T LIGT @D QU(IHOT M) SfDID S SI6T o THT,

Gosdwus Qerpsafligybd CQaefliliul QuUTmET &@muaT DD
585 IBOLUSHISEHSECs  aflardsid EICELGLR oot (B
Brosafign Gesdwunselllmbs wpulrsSmsnbETHDISE Gud
ulL. ydwu Cerhmaers shaisterni. yIHwuararss Gorésii L
Qerpsaflar wpar mLssST6GD (*) Jawwsgisrarni. QFrmaGer
wGsT ML) QLT (s SEpHd YHaTTaE Goissl @b Awdlw Qurmer
&6 FmS LU PUImESGT DT, QeaieuT g HAnfe  Bluiwnisars *
Qarawr@arar | Qarsusynd Gusslus Qarhaesss wl B8w afarssib
BB S LSTTSWUTGLD.

Q&IT S upMur ygsH Carea e

IBITHHIT  LVAUTHL  QUBS  abs  GuTdayd Guorufev
UPEIGD TOWTE CFT H&2arwjid 9 mauaeT B 6515 @srerar o,
Psdlummeaiics amb syar Os1nas2m Wl BCw GiésBaimr b
THD BBSSH POHIVS5H QPorbsg5 Bra@saflld GLib Qubm
QFTHHEHD HAUDSLITAT SHYaT LUSBSET. @), B 5ms 5
wrelllL g. Bopurer @i 2 wflu garTHuls 2® GQury
wiguarer SIS @FT HHEHD HTETOUL. CuTTRDL TETLUS s QU
QUIT AP BITOT Y &HFTHWITOTT &S50 (G, TaTGa, JHyTd 6T BT LI &)

o “QeausritHlce Gusdusdd apd QuuisdsrhaCer QuEpbuTrgid aumib.
BlwsQerpasr aurgr. AdwsAdsrpQurGer Cauar@Caurt Far@ ams Qsrfp
Quui Gnrsd gils. eod, 9Gw, god, R8s, HVLEH, HOwr, HE@, IHL
sl w ol % & Qe daafl ar Qurmersr Gauer G Ceur i FCNBD, FNSH®, T
wr®, HBs5D @sdu Asrfp@uuistr Cnrsd gyousbr gfa, PeoLé
Qerpsed Gues aurgr. Hupdp BN YINU Q& sl &Cay s I|fls,
2 feQerpasmarad yfluaaru gfldsrpads Ao Adoumbd.
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Qur@er wLTSHTD B_oITHgIbD 6B TET@ID CsTaT®s I K P0G
Qurifludsr i sTVSHOMBHS ST  QIBIULGTAT TOMTE
@s1 peEpsGL G wisayn ofarmEg e Boucsor(BD 6T 6IT EID
Raetdramns AWOUDODIAILL 5. 55D QaETEAT@SML gL
UL WTSS Q@rar® Syowbs8s CFd STl Lwadvsss s LIl
Gurargrg (Tamil Lexicon).

apoul L ysyrsafleo 2 6rar @ mu1 B &ar

BsmE wWwhdw FrTHaaflv—smassLp AHeITH aumyuilsd
@orar P YysrrAsafio—ariBidul Cursdld HAmndev  Lprys
somuseT  STeTLLL L GUT Sy Qummled L (&G mur®sEn
Bmhaar. Gon &8ss Gurrdflur eenumyyfl L9aiT Earr wis 7 5 6T
o pIUAT BCBTESS S5HHT.

“ @ssllp sITd (5UHS sre HHITH) G LPLIGSS
SLOp—pFIHD YSTTH L umHufed Qv G
Bmbs 5. WHNTaEG, FRe @usHub wpsdu o1y
mrevadr L e elaravBuresel LidiarCr 9ssld Gaef
Wb SETATRT.  JUDDD BEG LLSTUDS SIS S)ous

“wruom. @ianLrag QsTOIERSGL CUTmHET 6T s
ade o_alsTavBor psdCUTT S SSTTISHET @EIET ST
Db @a@arm PullGEs 8. BBBILRISET )W 55|
PGS QBTTTH 5! 36U DM GTDID PUESTS 0 (H 55
Qruia &) uwwTuimbs s, 0P G g, QFT DL ®HT ST
oLt fo BuUonsrs ®SWLTEEISID e
wrulpm. SOp HSITEH BIOSIT LIVe)D CUITHETE ST u b
Sol. SSITHE ATWSHIHD YDOWSSHT. o SUMSL.
arorhml gpooulign, QueTs @ mseld  Hk55)5
@aTL(hd (PO OUINID  He DD D I owsHs  Cauwn BHo g
@61 Buiew Wt S 5T GSLD BT 60T & T 6u & G5 TS G LIGUIT(HATT &L
uflwrwe Garbhadms Qar®GLug Curst g. CeredisEu
CUTHEAGT VL& S BHU|D  QUHTUIED D Qauiw  Fouevor (Bid.

* ¢ Quuiré Qerpsenaresh 2 e apsdgb Hapbg@ adfiudi@ dpeh Gup
Qsrpeed @m6s arrr, ‘‘GQasliu@ Gsrdte dHas5seo Cauarim T 6T DI
SAfui Ggrosriducd smpui. Aad, AC@a, droda, Csrer, Geryer,
uramgwer, wrdr, yel, svp, udwr, uer Eslu Qup@erpsdryd gavmg
Grrsd gpPu Guar@or? HAasr—eB® sLaer, Csrar—eUres, wr s — @
Awab, aafat@raaari @ousdryd s@dl Qure et s palf, Gap@d
ssrrd Afsfafi vugiparLr? G oiwer s Qupmslte om BHuE
epCp Cagul @ LHA@m BRYors Goums HAwri dapg @G QurGdT
o e S50 Qsrpsed upue., Housms saissel @uts argr. Gerpp
apfuerd vhpopu dprEsHAPar ajmrTsH QgerefiCurit sLCGar’’ erarugiw
o pefiss smausdr s .

; (Pwsdus Qsromarrd—eusdromims us, &@-)
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@aiur m) QFuiupd apss8d gL ysrTHaafldy QLD
Ut @eoewTweBmBe Sl  LWTws QFToS%vs sa Mo G
STHT VLGt T &HS H(HSUIIL L &l. SO —EIH S &HTT S
&safled  QaTRSSHILLL. WL S0 RISEHD  ROIGT(H UGN
uisd WenpuT@mLu ot uTuHHSET.  §)&Em MSLaT VT LD
B&e CoaucmBog Jaufwivtuivm @Phatag, G&raadsdr
LY pLdLS &M 5% 60T EUTATISET, QUIEHDLITEID ST GEH
Qe5IWCs Q2w L Qurfl apvmiacr FAeveum P bE s
sruulig@bger. WBp Hrrel. Quriflsefedmb s L9mL
QurTs s QT Daer sTL L 11 Qupallsv®. o,B g, GuwbBsamer
sTLQuE0 SGHuntar Buwmsdr swreriu ofsvv.
B5% Buwmsn ulumLwrss OsrTaw® GuwmBsmer
Qar®uL s g wruimss sl

(Qsdlus Absatadr, Ls, 146-147)

S Qs Ameir

BB &ligw GmpUTEsfOTLY Sjaib s Hmssn Gubm
BT GBS QULSHQIGT OT TOOTE QFT HHSM Wjid ST (LPIIST MIGiT 6T 54
QFerdar) usadvsapss s0HL Gursrrd (Tamil Lexicon). ©a
ST Yporels snwILiwi qTaTm YQuissdr ager ur i
wryre Q5T M5l QuO D, SBOPLEOLMmMD LVt Lt 2 gafluyL_er
QmEd Qb &HD LoalisarTd Hesl QuOLE. 191390
BIT B Q5T SsL0L DD 1936 94b o ig s @ &1 WD mILI OubmD GI.

B8l Qe padr sUfleb, CeTLibg QY mssHsh TSI
Quuwii $iIb STl erersr. ysrmd) auflweudsd Qe WP SVTH
®USSHIS U FRE HepTd Gurevs @aTaTar i g M8 m 5.
Quwieldar o AsThslm et 19N 56 e @b &M IyL_er
Qerpaafist  apumsrwyn  CHETELILSHGL QU b LIT&T 10w b
QpuisT gisirer g1, GprAmsn, e Qury, 9w Brrele.  Qurfasdr
ApeVLD mr’bg: OFTDH%T Wb gyrAww, Sriserd, wGwir @sOw 19w
Qurfl aubg SerTpsmuyb Gerd 190 5 g6 STLIQUIGTOT ). ol Lmy
upsEGa&TLD TBS515 ST 1w eTar 5), QuT@BET o DIUADH Z55
Bluwrissr  G&TuDOULC @drarar.  Qar Heefgr P & DT HeT,
st MU QSTL LT aubg QT sirssir QAL H® DUYD (e mL
U@ S5HE Gagw auamruied UFOTDHMI (P DB WD BWaSlujerer 5.
ASVSH QD SO QUTHeT 2I6TS S e 6T oT LI 9o
Quryf) Qafbs TOVTHSGD LLGTLODL aIHLTDH B8l o crer gy,
& SQeT HEGT HV-So50 Bair s Hic ST L LUl Qererer ; &ymedsr
uGUY wpeDub Sepals QarerarLi i Beirer 5. O 7 16T H(615.5 (5
PSTIWTRT CuHI&T 62%m & smeauHed UEbs seaustib Os 548
weiTer g1, Qs Auws G HGsrBarwisr 1 e @rBunHBsrsraepib aIps s
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OsrLisgsn d@SHESTL LU Qarorar. &0 B5%T WSTT
wres QeTan@® uv QFrhsruyn GFiss s ysrTs @ sH6ar,
BT ML) LT Hm D AWLILS o DISET LIGV6U e M8 61817 6ooT L
@udugsyrgl 1,04,405 Qermaars QarawL smut 3928 Lésmisafie
oymwhg ammeAns. @UCursriduid elGu @O Gurer
Qe haer, QuUITmeTSESTILD QBTG5S S QSTLTH S S DILIBS EYEN -5
et my 1936_1938941p o @saflsr apsir W LSS5 DS TS
arouc @ererar, @A 423 ussmsEpn 13357 QorpHsEhd @b
@1 M MIGT AT 6T .

Sy&Fr B vt Cogyth auery @ s 6vo1 (HILD

@aiaiarey &b H Ui Qauaflounb gisTar Qbs Y HTTHuT Qb
ApAsv @ oUTBSET @mih SHIGTOTO H63T M, ST HILicwsh) BGogibd
cuerrGeucisrBib 6763t b &) ST LS T Siflwiy melus GuprAflwii emeuutm
yifL) st Carwiuiresar LIGTImBOT M H1h5 515 @M e S SI6TGTTITH6IT,

“ @D GwpeBar @W%V TET MRS, BsC® I5rTIH
Bauns @ 1D miLILieT e e S 5Tud D ay 67651 B S BTl s &)
suml. BSeud U GWMFGT 2_GiTaTET. arrdl Gaudw
Buaid B QLD mIs Q57w QFee GaIsmoriy i &6,

“ Qurludsr  auariddl  mwG  UTDEMS  UaTTESIL
QUT WG58, Ghowrfl aaisdaGgs BT e ids
@ Aphbs & MHGOUTLETET &, BOGI UTLESMmS QIGT (M)
U &TE@ QFT HacT QLSS Gt ® STeaT OF eI, | &HFTH
Baudvsm  wgaldv. GOOUTRSSTS Hhs oS,
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1. *The Tamil Renaissance may have started quite well with
the early novels, but there was to be considerable period
of stagnation before others showed signs of consolida-
ting their work ”

—R. E. Asher, The Novel in India, Ed. by T. W. Clark,
George Allen & Unwin Ltd., London, 1970, p. 240.

e Aaurgssssn, ampd sBH HobRub Og-T: &6
gr.orgemr, dfowsgy Geedus smed Osadar, 1970
us. 4 & 6.

3. T. W. Clark, op.cit., p.'I5.

4. ‘¢ After all, the literature of a country should represent the
contemporary activities and aspirations of the people, and
should be the product of minds conversant and in sym-
pathy with these activities and aspirations”’

G. Subramania Iyer (Introduction), wrerf gui (e, Car.
@Ausronuer srevdilurt ewdwg), . &. sFumd
Brgsr, wgmr, 1952 (wso uduy 1902), us XV.

5. “...On the contrary there was a strong feeling that
hterature and verse were synonymous terms ”—T W. Clark,
op. cit., p. 14.

6. 0Qp.0ur. B@Ldansrer (pagor), sBp prad (fly &
Gsr. Aaurgsngsrv qydug), dfiogu Goasdus snsd,
Qseanlw, 1977, us XI.

7- *Sesh-aiyangar, D. V. Athiyuravadhani, Or the Self made
Man. An Original Tamil Novel (in verse), delineating
pictures of modern Hindu life*

—L. D. Barnett & G. U. Pope, A Catalogue of the Tamil
Books in the British Museum, British Museum, London,
1909, p. 322.

8. wurias: LraLi Og. urigserrd, gyt susrel url@
rlLry Qesdusded gn Houub, ywmw, Asred 2,
ugd 3, GW-Geurbuir, 1976, Qesrlw, us. 268,



sl sradsess QoéSws Qsrearassenn 118

9 ‘“His novels are elaborate poems in prose, carrying back to
the Elizabetban days, and the work of John Lyly, and
carrying forward to a whole school of writers of our time,
who, with a further direction from the exquisite experi-
mentalist Virginia Woolf, now use the novel asa vehicle
for subjective lyrical self-expression, haunted by characters
who float half embodied, between the ground of actuality
and sky of idea.”

—Richard Church, The Crowth of the English Novel,
Methuen and Co., London, 1951, p 186.

10. Ibid, 132.

11. “The favourable reception of my first Tamil Novel ¢ Pratapa
Mudaliar® has encouraged me to write and Publish this
second novel...”’

—CBaigsrwad Gear%r, Preface, amawrapaf sfs Py,
osuflssTeg Groudiys spsw, Qsar, 1959, us. 6.

12. CGagnrwan Gerdr, Syaru waduri sfidGHrn, 64 Qaaful@,

Qemr, 1957, us. 212.

13. &, waraar.

14. erod. Auurgeangrd, aampd 501 GosRub, us. 6,

15. e,

16. “Quansnd Quardlp aear srelluvrarg QuarsmsEgs o6
SufusCuarumsyd JuTEEEGE sniss Gamrgw ued
Aagunsdryd Frubsr uriiswrs dafladldapg. ¢ Quer
wiaro ’ srardlp euFar arsllwwrer 5 Guemrs’sr WTaTLTSND,
vAuresursabd BL$s5 CaanBGtvearushesrer Blurwmer
dAsgrrors dasgdapg. wshugule OerdeluLrg
2Crs pgroer dagpudsegd (4 arsdunisgmb, e uwier.
e uBuurisErd @6 2-1 udidear esar & 6l i & ofi 60
dleapvras Cerasiuly madlarpear

—Caignrwan Garlr (uodpu ugdluldar waaar), @usmw
wh wrdw, g il Aflargmd grEs, Carerenyr, 1929-

17. Gagmrusd Gerdr, Grsru wastuni sisHr0, osudssrig
Brpudiys sps, Qedaar, 1948, (gude Yagar)

18, “I am not aware that a similar work of prosaic fiction in
Tamil has ever been presented to the public”

—Ibid., p. 7.
19. Gagnrwsd Geadr, Qusmws wréo, ud. 3.

20. Gmgmmusm Qerdr, apRUGMDE Sug;g;ail&dt .qu GoF
wiufr Yé&&sLb, Qeeadw, 1889, us, 5.
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21.

22.
23.
24,

25.

26.

217,

28

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.
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Caugnruaed Geadr, dygru Wsduri sAGEmbD, (s&H
Qaeli@®), wargiar.

Q@g. GQur. S@L_f&msrb, op cit, p. xii.
60y,
“...For many others the novel only barely qualifies to
be considered as literature, if at all, *
—R. B. Asher, op cit., p. 204.

y. #gbur yardraasrs wselurt, Spuss &Zmwwn,
uirrwésnglr dorsd HEdusdrerdy, vgor, 1918, us 2.

“The simplest way of solving the question is by distin-
guishing the particular use made of language in literature.
Language is the material of literature as stone or bronze
is of sculpture, paints of pictures, or sounds of music.”

—Rene Wellek and Austin Warren, Theory of Litera-
ture, Penguin Books, London, 197, p. 22.

‘“ Great literature is simply language charged with meaning
to the atmost possible degree’’

—Ezra Pound, How to Read, pt ii.

‘“Language put to its best purpose, used at its utmost
Power and with the greatest skill, and recorded _that
it may not pass away, evaporate and be forgotten is
what we call, for want of a better word, literature.*’

—J. W. Mackail, Classical Studies, p. 214.

D. W. Fokkema and Elrud Kunne-ilsch, Theories of Litera-
ture in the Twentieth Century, C. Hurst ‘& Company,
London, 1979, p. 11.

m= mal. Gmsvaur srwr, WGyw asmrrmﬁ;luw, GOLTT U
@rdur, Qeenlar, 1893, ua, 1-2,

i, Gar. @rﬂu.nmru'rru.lmr ewmgﬁlrﬂ, wHarawrsr, . . sard
Brgeir, Qeardwr, 1963 (pso ugluy, 1902), us. 7,

Y. Asbuy yaZareuarsrg wselwuri, op. cit., usa 1.

“It is fundamentally an expression of life through the
medium of language.”
—W. H. Hudson, 4n Introduction to the Study of
Literature, George G. Harrap & Co. Ltd., London,
1949, p. 10.

‘“Literature is the thought of thmkmg Souls ’
 —Carlyle, Essays: Memoirs of the Life of Scott.
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‘35. Robin Mayhead, Understanding Literature, Cambridge
University Press, London, 1965, pp. 3-4 o
- 36. - C.T. Winchester, Some Principles of Literary Criticism, p..3%

"~ 37. “Writing is not literature unless it gives to the reader a
pleasure which arises not only from the things said but
" from the way in which they are said.”’

—Stopford A. Brooke.

38. ‘““The man who shuts the book at the last page will be
a different man from the one who opened it, though
he may be quite unconscious of the Change.”

—Robin Mayhead, op. cit., p. 13.
39. - W. H. Hudson, op. cit., p. 11.
40. Ibid, p. 10.

- 41.  Tbid., p. 14. :
42, &.Qendonrgs, dHsbusagl s s praossds, 0. ;
& ursduwss. dHPfwga @Qoasdus emsd, &,
1974, us, 89. <
43. W. H. Hudson, op. cit., p. 10.
44. Ibid, p. 18.

45. “‘Literature always anticipates life. It does not copy it,
but moulds it to its purpose.’’ :

—Oscar Wilde, The Decay of Lytng.

46, ‘ Literature is not about some abstract thing called ‘life’,
It is about your life.”
—Robin Mayhead, op. cit., p. 13.

47. Richard Burton, Masters of the English Novel, p 2.

48. ‘“The novel is the first art to represent man explicitly as
defined historically and socially. >’
—Michel Zeraffa, Fictions, Penguin Books, Middlesex,
1976, 11.

49. ‘“ The novel performed the valuable social function of recor-
ding information and transmitting it to the reader; literature
reflected the real life with the artist illustrating it basic
social features. *’

—Alan Swingewood, The Novel and Revolution, The
Macmillan Press Ltd., London, 1975, p. 8,
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30.

Sl

32.

33,

St

55.
56.

57

58. l
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Joan Rockwell, Fact in Fiction, Routledge & Kegan Paul,
London, 1974, p 4.

“The ‘sociability’ of the novel served to endow it with
sizeable cultural, political and idealogical functions. Even
more than poetry, for example, fiction comes to express
ideas of nationhood and national renaissance in colonies
or countries which have recently gained independence. "’

—Michel Zeraffa, op, cit., p. 14.
CGougnrwsd Gerdr, Yrpru Wadwurt sAg@Ein (sad
Qeauefli®), per .
“A great book is born of the brain and heart of its

author ; he has put himself into its pages: they partake
of his life, and are instinct with his individuality. »’

—W. H. Hudson, op. cit., p. 15.

“A great book owes its greatness in the first instance to
the greatness of the personality which gave it life... *

—Ibid.

ydlevsr, auamrmid U PwbhBwibd, us. 69,

W. H. Hudson, op. cit., pp. 32-33.

Literature is * The expression of a nation’s mind in writing.”
—Channing, Remurks on American Literature.

“O Richardson, I make bold to say that the truest history
is full of falsehoods and that your romance is full of truths’’

—Diderot (Morley, Diderot and the Encyclopaedists)
* The forms of literature change, but not the form of creative
literary genius.”
—J. M. Murry, The Problem of Style, p. 70.
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. Mohenjadaro and Indus Civilization, Vol. I, Preface, P. VIIIL.
G, Slater, Dravidian Element in Indian Culture, P. 50.
Tiruvacakam, P, LXXIV.

. «Few of the world biographies are more interesting than thqy
of this man of rare genius, instant in labour, patient in suffering,
_constant in devotion .

To bring about a *closer union of the convictions and senti-
ments of devont men in East and West .

Tiruvacagam, P. XLIV.

Hymns of the Tamil Saivaite Saivits. Association Press,

. Hymns of the Alwars. Calcutta.

The Fruit of Divine Grace.

“The Ligkt of Siva’—The Journal of American Oriental
Studies.
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Uy Gmiésspelug. @rav® ursafigGo, mngpnﬁm
LG LTWESEESADLGL &T &6 5TET 2 _wuemw, safl s
eI THTD 55FaD H®S alg ey gsa’uun_@arrargj By em BGuw,
sdllws QasTLRGHSTD GL 5008w bl anbg g ST Der.
@wwmq.gum Grie uriemeu (double vision) e 58 SpsTas
sutariuC@oror g, Esfar  uTLO8w  saTayb 2_GWT LD
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pTme Yoaumss staTAGmn.  uTFHsTedsr UTLIG &DHLdmT
V(G ST HT S 2o LD 2_cU@G D T M) T M& &Lt L1t 6T o6,
&Em55 5%VaDID &HOLST 2 WEERT TG F HMIs QsTesTi.
5T, &TadlEs IchreHmear. Qrls QITLSTH®S MEHSSFEeUL!
Guradleh wafls Gmré@Ler (comic mode and human perspective)
sapULIQaTor &I, §eHE UTUFEMS mauwSHar SOuSLrsé
QarawrL e, il mull UGS SPamse)b, aehRmus &1 s5UTSE)D
Qansraroord. @Graw® urLdsaflign soLduld sHudar 2w
Om b G & T MW &_VG5S MHSBGn3Ld. - :
SsabGh UTCUBSBEGD edror @b mnimwuldsr @wmemGo

a0 W56 S sl YWGS 55 sHusmS aeTid B mbg bLICVE
sT_fasarisab, b, “ e an® o ulisz e HpBPuyb” yeosr
Bisiasafiar Go%wre)l LigwrisaTrean (Synaesthetic imagery)
ST 1wl sTavTevrd. @mISurss &sfar Yalg ojbeal Her wrd
argwi Qowrhs sTLdAow eumoisgh e muIdart LTGanbsi
GhbudmsRd sTsF  merafirelsr  HewHuld Ho%wTeum s
U@mliuGs1@ @UuIL® walpwrn. &s5Adr urLdd GuriiGyr
(Porphyro) Gu.efer (Madeline) Syapager srsn QumECsT@
Qesir m1 Jyou@pLar Gsiau g e muLTES ASSMsa L @erear g

Grrgrailsr wawTh L1y &1 e 585T@ G i gGured

&1 ST & SO T &8N 6r— 9 SIBLT 51

@aflir STHDI, &T V&S TEEMNHmHE SaTy LaHGuT,

ST 6D BT @19 DL b gy b Sl HUBH DG

yefls Syssavgar Qe oo Gaié

T EISGSET Raflb Gl Qo eiT s m 51,5

ST S0 QATL TS Qsnhad Qurew & Bu bhensulisr By
TEHTRT TAT T GDIOIS) TVTEH HalEHT S QueBL. @5 s T
LTy S STEST SIS ST H6D Bew mey au(meseT BT WLt LTTLGLIT D,

meirefigelier gymwHuIBsv weasfl aflors s b

BOEIST W6 FHTRT QISHGHT LGbS @ s56T med

Guosheve-L o Gaflpoaiws afer i heEib

of &wrudebv ar oG Gaflaw Gsié@ib ;

Qersvevfl Ty, Gl Sl srus w1 s@umid ;

sLialliflacr Fflyaw®, BT GT (& LY 56T,

Yl sl @@mIGL ; smw Db g

wilduri mevbury. @re) Qs gyib.
85 EGbu alarsda wsH LGHuist el UMD STSH ST A,
OGS 0s56TDD BEBISTLD & 6BT GUT 8] & (56T Qe &7 HafiGe
Paflow GFisdms. @@ &rswiasT wVTGATTS T P AW,
£58C00 Qs Quawasfive) arersHG gaflbg Qsrevr. g
urr HSTERACR S wPBGI LALLM mebLITg. UTHSH auewrnisd
§re) Gedmgl.
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o Puugs sBSSIL QuBEAL, scims umSHRD e s
a9t LBrT® UIGDL M&%vuise e crer sl Quflu wLTgL &
sefwnar LT@unbgT LTFS 5168 2 was SAIGHHOIT @WHAUTTSHE
& SIS ST ET (P D.

& GHUy s er

1. “Robert Burns was not only a national institution but
a . also a universal symbol *’,
—David Daiches, ‘ The Identity of Burns .
More Literary Essays (chicago: The Umverslty of Chicago
Press, 1968.)

2, mn‘mﬂbrﬂma‘ir ws5Ho%E Fniiy Qaraoi@b, GearsHoérs Fniy
@arer by Qurfluddars s Qareau @b GsTeir i ae i S ms
Sarper. mbepoLw Breflsn Qurflulder Sy liumL Lirss
Qaraor@® Ths @STMmGL. @ uTEGLTL 19 ST @mmmu
Q@urflufuish IOQIBTHGHD 6T D MIGTOTETIT,

3 Tam large : contain multitudes.
—Walt Whitman, Complete Poetry and Selected Prose and
Letters, ed., Emory Hollway (London: The Nonesuch
Press, 1971), p. 84, (Stanza 51: Line 8).

oo “A Thing of beaﬁfy is a joy for ever”
" —*“Endymion ", John Keats Poems, ed. Gerald Bullett (Dent
London : Everyman’s Library, 1974), p. 51.

5. “Into her dream he melted, as the rose
Blendeth its odour with the violet,—
Solution sweet : meantime the frost—wind blows
Like Love’s alarum pattering the sharp sleet
Against the window-panes, St, Agnes’ moon hath set.
—Ibid., p. 187.
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LTSI ©). &5STpTHS
elfleyen rwmer i

- sdp Qurdssiep
Qesrlar uNEIESPSD

RUUBBT&E AL LTiS@Gh e @Tie) WG cTaweaT euaridSuler
Spiurer B wrgn, QU GIiLmLWTEY UTTs@EbEUTS Qarel
Coumss Corer pib G Qurmers:er, saibsTrruybCur 51 g8s5aib
PBumsus @UUGLWLITSS Gs16aTDEF-BIb. @LUILIEDID 2 aTiey
BaPurmeraruyd @mBrr HAbHsss STo@b. LT HEHS S
PoLCu s1ayib QsTLTI%T YWITUIHBG STWTEH SHTERT D0y
QuEpGHps. @UICHL wutis@n usy g2rQurflL S ss
st g  s2vaflsss dAplurss srtariu@Ang. G
UYL o @riallwGL Qs  QuiorTi e UL eTETUIm.
@UYoW, e o TaTab GFThseflldr QsTLiy sl Hef
ST 551,  SHUST Gelo)umwLTssSSHEL Qufl g g S
win @&tb,

ewfifldn weriuf sTudgib o aemn
e L &MU BePss 26585 6T I
2UMS UTUILIT L MG Sib 36TEm!

e_aumwuller sTiu sTHS G STLHQIL 6&T

Slebal 5| & mLSaT QueTL gl FAmiiBL2
STRT@ID Y DIUTME @VBST  HTeoT M6 52 a@nh  ©)s5%w
QGO DI & SID LIT 63T 65 LOUIGHT o

éﬂqmw ®_OITiay

sllgafidr  sOH MUTHONIGEGS STATMeS & & Lp o ar

e aumwsst. sSTapAGTm QUIBET < HC@B @wiamLu
RN ST® QuUTBBaTT® UL BLI LT & 515 ST FOID DILPENLI Q] 60uT TS &)
wred oy LwBar e _aumbwiTGh. QU@L LLiL® S S

 Eauefuf L ® QB PUITSHID,3 LIGVGT VT SAT LIVE) $DGD DRI
Tl GaLLTiéE GaTub LSS DGD L aImn &S%TwT@nt 6Ter

Boaums alarssmsdm et CuiTi @56 g (HbDeTI.
11-1
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@umrpar oflarssn

@urpeflar QUIHLITRT SHTMWLDIW Y MNSDE L—IMIWSET BT S
81T A6t meT. QUTBATTOI G YLV &I HMHSHSTUS 6TEIAIOTEY
AnlwsTuigin o amnw Hs2%TL Quflsts Woesliu®ss) mers
Ser &sid Sapiv.

ST BoTL 60 &(H S 2_QUOID 3,5 0ID
" T I Dy 5 BT LSHCWT 19w
adlan gurand 15L& @fleu ey
a 6Tl Sluyesst L.TbEm M QuIT Mfanal SIOTed
EurmafsT o_evor o LevmGsTar Gassor B’

orar - el BwaHduujd  CUTHATGT 2 TS F6ET WLl - 3 1) &DS
2_QIDmID AT TRTSH g mith. LMABLWSHHD ‘@LILL LiH Y 26T Hb
QUMD ’ 6TRT B[O HUHGHET Q6T (B35 B) ST LSBT0 I (HoTBBS
Aoursnfuimd 96T maiuiend s s slor @) s oforsGaur.”

DI QGTT FSF

QurmeT floTss5HHE0, YVBSTFWLTHSE CoHLL TS @6TUD
WSS HEGD 2. 0 HETLTET 2o, CuriflaeTisd3ur® @eTm
U@ ANbsg, OsTasTIUSHD sTarlOUDID o anaied
e H%Ts 515 5N s L GCurfulsr @sT-iurd wdGalgy
SfflEaTTs S SOWSS5 5. 2WUI@ID YT SHMHGD IigUILIDL-UITS
MMTBIGR S L UMWSHET HTD. ‘L QURISGEHET  Foveu Denmujb
QTS TS S @iaTEpd Ceuiyafuiger@pes GeTigdarm e
Qur@eTaatujd auTEHs QsrTaw® wHOL® - CFuiuj s Cer
QAWTEOWRT  G6sTeSsTAMwT - BT QFuISTMHWPTH * 6T 6T gId
CurAAWAGET e_soruiTed ©) 8T meiT & sworFeoT b,

@T Querss QsTLmsw o amwuiwdw, ofFGsTyiusHed
flbsGl.  SEOTIQUIGBISTFID, DT MEUTURISTHLD,  (HEUEVUITET BSLD,
FbBrrCarsib, QsTelafersE (L S0TRT el 56vf 3 el BTevaernuieT,
Gssarr oforssn, Qardigred ofarssn, Sainbbrgb, P
af flwib, o MIuws Qevsaaurn WPeedw FErosaigh Ijewfllalarssin
upfw Qeuigser gofl Queruier. @smEL Uararr @Geeausary
Ostum Pl ue sy FErosesn Gsrardar. soflunss  GQaTe
wanfisdar wl Qi QsTaurL s515a)d  QoTeaenliud e @l @mele
Wifleysarss Qames Berer sSTHaD et afler e, ‘ 5 Fus
&all&ar,’ m1 %.2_. svals sarehdwliayTed 18888 Qalaflounssi.
CGrrsumdud @rLeL. BTaUBSAPLD’ TERT @D BT STEp QFL1g
wrgred @uimHmiQumdmGl, HeuTL LTl &airdlaarie ¢ wrdwmm oy
FHLTSW’ sTest @b AGHrs sallmred 18799sib ‘ s Srsallycsed
TRT @D BTN wHFHaiL LvaurTed 1902 Qi GuipoL QL moeT.
1903@ i BampeussTar s apsib LTS Sauiadr © WTRVWT DI
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wr&vapsub > 61 BT @YD BV WTSSTT. SIWDOES & BHTQBISTFOTLV
(1884), gpaurmas e T whsmelu rmisgorisTyord (1888)
KWIOTE®FTORSTT LGHFsD (1900) wpsedul ®BISHET 9%T S Sib
Silufvs s 56T auaTisdflamig Qsaflarss ari (et eur@b.

gewflsaflar @ sr@LLy

‘ Gevsnmer S’ el srevsafisy  sraTLL@R 90T S
Quuiramuyib @Br T8 5TG 555 5B GO 5565 g,
S 5 QUHLTD) ;

Ff@h umsHsFFiIL) EHHASTLT BE&4USE SmsHD
6T (LPBT GIT (GLD 6T & (&) 6V0T (LOLOT LD

TaImes QFuiujl @ WmEmMS6T 1HMmEaISGT
67U SHIBI (G60OT BISHET 115 SHID

CuflGw Qur@mersasiasr wpliugg mTeh aid
O GG YL L O

L9657 20T Qi) CUMSIDL 6 D19 BT GT S0 IDANGIT L)
Cuapsdlat BT H®LBS Gwb

Ceraug. wpupSIQwTMmH CQFTONID ROT S STH
Sl wL_S@Eid B)HLI 6T

ASFrp wrar@Frs) el sih oWwevey
SMGuTeT L1 g)by, MIQWT M

< flw Quriflbsiig sSdlprer QurflbS@E b
QJVBIGTF VS & 6uoT @LOGUITLD

I Db FICOsT uFssars 505 WT S &)
D UVEHS GUuT & &I 5Buy 10

STBGHT MID QT 165 6wofl s 16T oy er Hew Db 9jsuufleSeru b
GUUTL.® @STGSSIb LGS BID SHS) 6T w1 w3 5 DG ST G,

e amws 6 HTGLIL

Safsdar s 516585 sSsHaUmzHL CurwBa wper SorBuimi,
e Ul QUTBGTSEST LD Q5TGSH o DN DHE 2 QI LLWLITSES
&0 DVUTD TRTS QBHTSS5SATT. @elumaHuis) 2 QITRT FEIETsHD
PrasIaTE S@HHHWL, IJMUDS QSHETEID, LITFUbBSS ;ﬁ)m'_@:
WHVTW  BTVSGT GO 5 S6&TaUT G0, ) cvtud6v 8 5 eooT
prH Ml Q) &1 @I 5568 euaridd Ble&vwrEib.

e UTRTL QUIGITETS GU5815 CHTGS5H5I55mD HI®
S@HEHG ‘LT FESFsD’ aard QuuflL arill  ‘Frdgsb
sraT @D QTN DGL QUIBLG&MmEs GOy TaTu g QuTm
orr@n. 12 pareri  LuISTmI bSO DI DIINTD  H(HEHES
RQB1GS58IF CETORUD @R HHSS M6 TRTEOTD, B_UIOTET
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sMAFSD THTMH QUUWIFTE @APSTHI  BTVSET o _GTOTET BT DU,
Qeauciur, ki sULTAE@H ma Ymwbser. sTed 16, 17,
18gpid BTO@IT@s6T, B g miaems @eossaripn  ITuBSS
@ Goaulur® Gsissl 67w an &5656T,

Gredler Quuwii 6 607 600 & 60 & Qurmer e D
1. 2 uTET FMSFsD 31

(mr mur) 117 eu ur &1 FCHE D
2. o QLTRT FRAPSHLD

(QauesorLIT) 16 GasarHut sib
3. e_quwrer ST HD 37 ur T SHCHFD

(CICELD)
4, Qrsgars s (H&HSD : 71 Gaer Sum b
5. SmIums ©)6v8 56T D Flov [BIT MHLIT & & 6T
6. Ypubss Hrl® 54 Baam Hum b

@b BITVS6T QLISHET H6fl6T 2 MILIL) Q(HGOT &oT SHTRT 2_aUMWHEN 5
Qo716 5816 o mHaTme. UTHTHCHFWTHEA D GssTHUTSWLTEHD
QY mib 5 516QaETesT(BH LTgujeTarari. Leauiseaiar &allgs mib Q& 6T m
OB uISeT GUILTL ba6T 2 6wt & &HleT meT. @B o mILidm b
@UUTSHE QETV0 S 3.5% 2 aImwsar BT 0)saihg) O 5N &S SHIGTaT6r i,
QuisL @ erart oflarmSw QevsSumisafler Lo ws ST u|w
Bouiser 50s51GUIDHDGL LUGTUR SIS 66T T iy (h&SHTID.

“Bausg slpLTmeT Qoumugstwini Gserd)
UTSHS SIUTET LIsso QLIGDeUTID — ST ST
WP®HEn-T DVTE GLPVTUI (P HIOFWTH @ FTeLaIET
SHFT TS QBT 5i6C&TewOT(® 14
aaT@Id  uTLe et Burt wri9% @y 2 auwTarmesrT S
Qs1GsswwmLS 0s56fa) DS,

STRIM&L LN STHCHFLTS YDWHSITAT 2_QUNET SHETHD
(srpur wriy, Qebswlp 1916, 16) mTedsy Smwnbgidrar Qeuss
&% s snewnGurh. g, sTLNFW, o &if, ymang, s1®, &SmsTe0
HITTEHTD, PLPHSTT, KL, IoGR, o, auin, e b,
e Gprwg GQaTym®, v, msailged o &I, Ymms, PRTE®S,
Carer, sW58l, Do, nds, Guss, sa6T, BTF, ST &), Lmaub,
BBV, &bz, wsefli aaTghd o pUyscliar e amwsrs
RaTG55 SITIHUML BUT @b BT DHLITSEGT )LD /6T T 6uT .
(sraws : et eflSur i) daas®sar Gure @b mTaser Gumer
&% & OoT® 5515 QFTOID LITSTEWUINTUTH D OFGT MHIEEST DET .
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wasafli FobssG OeWTwWTes CQFTs558n QU HeTeET
2_aurer smAFsD SPamLT N @BTGS SIS SHED MS.

B(HLOGTIT ) ENEFQUGD &CUGVTH LOGT &I 6ot (B

Gmerni QUT HlwsaT GSwid WEHF®IN L&

Ben&v GaTaTamMESTL FHébpsHd by

Bovib MWEFSHWES QUITET QeTISS So-65 NS,

(e—au. 29)

@aupgier QuEptuTer GesAwumsals aflenflurel e
LUBSSULLL DU®L  PITUBSTE LO@SD.  o@wared waefli
S BENHG el S5 HE FEIGBTOSMIID SHTETOTD, & (LT &V
DDV TATID QFTOVTR & D SST T,

Qserar meL ST ar Gaucr aAfQuITeS s bS5
(mm. 141. 11: 12)

BioBis sndtwrHm el 9 meoGurer g (Lsb, 117 : 19)

G DI M FTRT G(Hd! 'V Fa-bHeL (s 142 : 18)

9 mewer ol aumBFabaw (sb. 162:10)

2 peaT iflhs @l b gabs (Ssb. 191: 14, 16)

I WO OmMbs sobse (Isb. 214 : 23)

BpHuTed 9 medsrT OBMsSs gnbge (s, 265 : 8)

9 DELGT gnbgOler (s, 299 . 18)

2oy meb 5B5G WG WET Gmalulpn s b (Lmb. 25:13)

Y oBGured gnmbgev (QumT@mmi, 25)

S DAUTLY o b D @aTig s (0&vu®. 304)
@rmaTd ampb ool QuTkaTsSTQLiMTD C5IES 556 S6auTL
Mg 9 BleHT QUEHWLEHIT RoubBDEG G L QUMLWITS QB Sl
wry eTer HmIGNSsHbg Uatais OsT@Ssari CGurgib. &TEL
Gursds) Fglmw QuUIBLEEHDL 2 MLWITEHEY BSOSTEGLLITER
& Plursomid, '

‘Wrubss Srl®’ TAT@ID BT b SGTAT ¢ AILOTmHL
swsiy srinfwe ’ et gy LG HuIIb B smat e amuvs Q511G
&&%s arawr Py AT Gaalwedsd ibLss BraTE Oflhs S5
UTL&s6T 2 crerer, Quesreasfier e miisl Gsmm e aImwseEHibd,
QewsEHDd G WEUDDIGTATET.  QPLUT BUISDLD S(HSHWTS
e @psaLILPSGT D16 QBETIGT enbsR6EEG WL GCLweT s
Fn BBl y@wwjh A, QsiaoL, wuliey, WaTalu Gyd
wsbuuDPHEL e aumwsdns QsTes5ss5 sGNS GOLELS
555 ST S,

ampad: Guab, sabsDHWGE, CHTHTMDESTL, BT, L

Bepbs Gsndv, aflw wawred, urd, uawTLyET
ol L b, &eaufl, Bevwenfl, TmLY, STEOLD,
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A&SIRWDL. : LB, VVTEQFWTH, L0,
WybHp @ b : urolesr L, wmwsaTed, of Soruiar W, afd i,

derafin @Y : urdy, Yyuicrms, smdd, urampsEdvuisar &y’
& 6T HTGIT.

DHBEGYD : Leuymand.
& : Slefléawp & Har Can®), wevGime®, Ge%vEaTibL).

Pssmaw @srEULLeh salgisapsel Oufgibh e sab
sTerL g Qoo v, Guadws QebaumsmGun yvar G
wEsdar  auflanflurs T@RSFZSHTLGAUMBD 2 cumowasiadaT g
OSTG S50 LIGSHSID LTISSTS DQUTSD BIGHTIOTET BILLOPID
SUILE® o wrieyp Qurmersdr iy e HnGrTeSyDL Uy
Cmradlujd SpuibsaTi STETLUSGND LSt per.

sMis 5 sTma Brosegun, LsH Heusdunsafgyb Gu Hans
Cur® Pwuwins e wdup sTidadr, wssefer QTS S Cwir@®
Om@rAL  QsTLiymLL  QUTEmT, Bapsdadr, upsOTETH®D
2_UMLLITSHE + Fo PuIBLILD B8 Srewreomd.  LIDHTVS STaWim
saflgub, Vyubsmiseligd Far @ubmswaTiey @& mDbs
Corwpmsel) LEaasepn &HLSITE &@HSSIGE@HD  LjJTeT Q6T mI
SEHD £ uUMLSNTTS @)L hCuDHn efersiEear mer.

ssmaw  QarELyser sllcpfldr  Absdar g Hme&Vub,
SHp2vuyn  allars AT per.  Qsig., Qsmg, wT, WLFD WSTET
Puoms earpeld sl FEUTG CaTTT® o 55 %wwm ey
BITGnTHs o wLwrrd olarmdart aaTuss  Gamigl @
&1L (&6 mer,

e uier FmAysn Curarp mrevsdar ¢ sulflusdu e aimi-
Quimer a1 ds’ QsTEUHSEG e igurs  ol6rkiEaeaT.
sUlflvsdun WYasHGh BS5smaHL e LS QFTGLL ET®
RPET M B)6IT BUIGH DUIT & ST (S
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10.
11,

12,

13.

14.
15.

@O0y s er

. Spums Qessawd: Jaofllioasarp, 2.

b EE » 7.
@are. 2 umw. Curr. Frd. 1 2 v

») 9 @‘T”-.D- Mm. g M.
weafGwsdy, 27 ; 2-13.

Qermaussrrauer : GQurplserrer sraod srTofyb, @Hhaermer
e iFgommd DT VYD, SHSSTOLNY Hfu Yyaswd
e m. guul uDD 2 aTmb 2 cumwyb, GEmard Iyarmulsr @
Sl Ty D 2aTBO IJGSSTUSS LD, L ATDOLESG WLIMW

@mmuﬂqm T PUDMNE Sl lp M TETUNHD 2 6Th.

(®per. 242, ufl, 2 @r)
JTDU STHTL0 SMHSH 27
Qurabd Qur@mer QUL &, M eaTur,
—fau@grar Asdurt sussd 7,

Qgred. Qurmer. 2 auw. 37, Gurr. 2 .

8. sigrepisdl, ‘ sUfled gafllnssamr sroser’, sllpria,
Qsrgd-2, 1973, us. 16.

Qengllp (1915-1916), uf@drannd Qzrgd.

sudrsd’ eaa@d OQuufd ue gprosst CgmenPusrerar,
Supper o apory. sty sadrsd, QPyabagsry
sndrsn, Qosdu sndrsn, stgouf errendrs, Egriss sy
sndysd, Efss@ endrsb, srvure sryemdrab, Fiusnaar
Fshdrs, a’-rrsquﬁrrnsg dssrig srrsmdran, Gssndsr sry
sudrsb, gsgu Su smdrsn, Quiuyrrar asear sndlran,
diery erdrsn...gsorulear.

—n. 8. shmgur Qeardr, sl Qesdu ssrrd, 1952,

The Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Part III, P. 1606,,
Vaman Shivram Apte.

s Qoadlu aurer g, 1 59b Fr. us. 92, 93,
) %) 2 ‘6&“’ . (Qﬁﬂ' 2), us 147,

eaorer sudrsn, sriyd GQ&wuer.

LraLi geraligros (u. &.), Arusss SIGL_(D, 2085 sp
QUriESR d geuern, 1980,
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE OF TULUNADU
IN RELATION TO THAT OF KERALA
AND TAMILNADU

Dr. V. I. SUBRAMONIAM

Prof. & Head, Dept. of Lingulstics
University of Kerala

1. Around 1970 when I happen to lay my hand on the
revised edition of Manner’s Tulu-English Dictionary by M. M. Bhat
and Kedilaya and through that work B. A. Saletore’s Ancient
Karnataka : History of Tuluva, a fund of new information for the
interpretation of the culture and language data of Kerala came
to my notice for the first time. @ To my great amazement, even
the historians of Tamilnadu or literature have not or have very
seldom noticed about the inter-connection between Tamilnadu and
Tulunadu. Similar is the case in Kerala where except for a long
article by Elankulam P. N. Kunjan Pillai based on the book of
Saletore, but acknowledged only in a footnote, none was found,
though much of the cultural and linguistic peculiarities of Kerala
can be attributed to the contact with the Tulu language and
culture. Since then P. Gururaja Bhat’s Studies in Tuluva History
and Culture and K. V. Ramesh’s 4 History of South Kanara were
made available to me for a close study. The following few pages
are only broad surveys: many of the points mentioned here
might have been indicated by others also, but are said here from
a different angle and with a wider perspective.

.~ 2. Though K. V. Ramesh; more than any other author has
{n detail indicated the reference to Tulunadu in the Sangam
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liverature of the Tamils, the Napnagp story of putting to death
an young girl on a false charge of plucking a mango fruit from
the Royal gardens, whereas it was a fallen-fruit brought by the
flooded river, is current even today in Tellicherry and Cannannore
area as a folk story with minor alterations. (P. L. Samy’s article
in Araycci). One of the Epigraphs (S.LI. Vol. VII No. 223) of
A.D. 1205 mentions about Tigulapparasa (Tamil kings). This
indicates the settlements of the Tamils in the Tulunadu even in
the twelfth Century (G. R. Bhat p. 35). A subcaste called Tuluva
Vellalas live in the North Arcot District and in the Madras city
who trace their origin from Tulunadu. Some of the distinguished
men of the South belong to this community. The community is
yét to be studied to posit a plausible hypothesis regarding its
migration and place of origin. The annotators of the Tamil
Grammar of Tolkappiyam, especially Teyvaccilaiyar (Ca. 396) and
Naccinarkkiniyar (Ca. 400) bhave listed a number of words as
ticaiccol (words from different directions); kokku ‘mango tree’ is
given by them as Tulu. But the word current now in Tulu is
kukku (M. Rama p. 47).

2.1 Some of the rare words in the Sangam classics and in
the ancient grammar, Tolkappiyam can be understood only with
reference to the cognate languages like Tulu, Kannada etc. For
instance the meaning of the Ciutra of Tolkappiyam on gods
(beginning with Koti, Kantali, Valli etc.) (purattipai Cu, 88) is still
disputed. Kantali is fading (sun set), koti is sprouting : the sun-
rise and sunset to be worshipped is a possible meaning more apt
than the ome put forth by the annotators. Several such instances
can b_e cited, but, one of the most attractive questions regarding
the Alupas deserves a little more space.: The Alupas bear
names like Vira Papdiya, Bhatala Pandiya, Kulacekara Papdiya
etc. They were dominant in Tulunadu from the 4th C. A.D. to
the 14th C. A.D. Alupas belonging to the Papdiya lineage came
to power from the reigning period of Chitravahana (A.D. 675
to 710?). It is Prithvisagara who assumed directly the title
belonging to the lunar race and as Uttama Pandiya (A.D. 730-
750) (G. R. Bhat p. 40). Most of the A{upa kings were Saivites,
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though a few of them have endowed richly to Jain temples. A
Pandita Papdiya is also found mentioned in the geneology. The fish
emblem of the Alupas (two fishes on a pedestal with a conch
and the samara) is the royal insignia, similar to that of the
Madurai Papdiyas. Both claim discendance from the moon.
(G. R. Bhat p. 24). Bhitalapandiya was the founder of the
Alupa dynasty as well as the Aliyasantana kattu according to
tradition. Nothing is known about the connections of the
Alupas with the Papdiyas of Madurail Indeed a few of the
Papgdiyas might have been Jains. The conversion of Kin
Papdiya of Madurai from Jainism to Saivism by Sambandha
was a well known event in the 7th Century A.D. This might have
led to the migration of a member of the Papdiya dynasty to
Tulunadu where Jainism was the dominant religion of the
subjects, until the 18th C. A.D. and even today. The difficulty
in accepting this hypothesis is that the Alupas without exception
were Saivites and were devotees of Lord Siva. Their neighbouring
friendly rulers like Santaras of Pombuchcha were of course Jains.
Whether a Pandiya prince was invited to rule in Tulunadu as in
the case of Céraman Peruma] in Kerala or one who went as
a Governor of the Papdiya king of the Sangam period to rule
over Tulunadu but later became independent, we are not certain.
Facts are wanting for confirming the hypothesis in either way.
But the close similarities between the Madurai Pagdiyas and
the Alupas cannot be accidental: the relationship between them
is not weak though clear evidence is lacking.

2.2 The availability of temples for Brahma and the belief
that the demons (Bhutas) protect the various parts of a city or
village mentioned in Cilappatikaram are still found in the
Tulunadu but not in Tamilnadu. North Kerala due to the
influence of Tulunadu has the Bhuta worship but it is not in

South Kerala.

2.3 The Subrahmanya worship popularly known as the
Muruga worship in Tamilnadu is also practised in Tulunadu. An
ancient temple for Subrahmanya is situated in a place which is
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also called Subrahmanya. The deity is a brahmachari and fis
considered to be the manifestation of a Niga or a Serpent. He
bears the val (spear) in his hand and rides the peacock. In
several places in the Tulunadu, temples dedicated to him are
found. The place in which the Subrahmanya temple is found is
also called badabettu reminiscent of the name patai vitu (v/b
change is most common in Tulu) ‘the armoury of Subrahmanya’
known in Tamilnadu. bet{tu means ‘high land, not arrowable’.
How far this can be correlated with patai vitu has to be explored.
Further, worship of Muruga or Subrahmanya is not entirely
confined to Tamilnadu: It has a wider spread which includes
certainly Tulunadu.

3. Tulu desa is considered to be parts of Kerala according
to the South Canara Manual (Saletore p. 9). The Parasurama
legend is more popular in Tulu desa than in Kerala: out of sixty
Gramas where Brahmins were settled by Parasurama 46 are
located in Tulu d&sa. (22 villages in northern Tulunadu from
Gokarnam to Chengotu, 12 villages from Koteswaran upto
Kannapuram which form southern Tulunadu, 12 in the central
Tulunadu). Only 18 are in Kerala. The version of Gramapaddhati
found in Mangalore adds that Maytravarman after assigning
32 villages to Achichatra Brahmins placed at their disposal Nayar
servants from Malabar to aid them in the conduct of agricultural
operations. Nayar tank, Nayar kere in Kappettu Grama of
Udippi, Nayara Matha in Nattiru, Nayara settlements in
Brahmavaru both in the Udippi Taluk will confirm the above
statement. The Nayar families living there are called Rokkenayar,
Elayanayar (Saletore p. 299). The Nayar parivaras (an inferior
class of Bants) practise Aliyasantana katfu (G. R. Bhat p. 267).
The Senior member of the royal family of Kumbala marries
woman of the Nayar caste and also the custom of sambandham
with the ladies until very recently testifying to the fact that the
Raja’s of Kumbala may have been related to the dynasty of
Cochin (G. R. Bhat p. 102). Many Nayar families in Malabar
claim’ ancestry with Tuluvas. Makambika temple of Tulunadu is
the family deity of several Nayar families in the North as well
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as in the South. The Billawar of Tulu d&sa are comparable to
the Tiyas, Ezhavas of Kerala (Saletore p. 489). During the reign
of Harihara II while fixing the Tuluva territory, Chera and Kerala
were indicated as separate territories (Epigraphia Cannatica Benturu
No. 3 A.D 1397 (G. R. Bhat p. 157)).

3.2 While enumerating the conquest of Jainasena JI, Kerala,
Chera, Papdiya and Andhra Papdiya were  mentioned
(G. R. Bhat p. 29). Thus for the first time the distinction between
Chera and Kerala has been noticed in the Epigraphs of Tulunadu
but not yet taken note of by the historian of Kerala.

3.3 Malanadu consists of Tuju, Kupa, Kerala and Mairshika.
From Gokarna to the river Perumpula is marked as Tulunadu

(G. R. Bhat p. 6).

3.4 Kunda and Kodanadu are in the Soraba Taluk of
Karnataka where succession is through females (G. R. Bhat p. 261).

3.5 The Hoysala king Tribhuvana Malla Vinayaditya in an
inscription dated A.D. 1101 describes the boundaries of his king-
dom as Konkana, Nadalvakhédaq, Bayalnadu, Talakkagdu and
Savimala. Bayalnadu is the present Wayanadu of Malabar
(G. R. Bhat p. 11).

3.6 Epigraphical evidence of the 9th C. A.D. that Kasargod
Taluk was part of Tulunadu is found in Kasargod itself though
they are written in Kannada.

3.7 That Wayanadu including the districts of Calicut and
Cannannore was under the sway of Hoysalas is now confirmed by
evidence from epigraphy, linguistics and temple architecture. The
round structural base and the copper covered conical roof structure
of temples of Kerala resemble the Hoysala structures of Tulunadu.

3.8 Tulunadu to begin with, was virtually the refuge of tﬁe
Jains which later became the strong hold of Jainism (G. R. Bhat
p. 428). The Jaina fuedatories like Choutas, Bangas, Savantas,
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Ajalas, Tolahs have hailed from the Ghats and practised the
Aliyasantana system (G. R. Bhat p. 260). The spread of Jaina
religion and culture throughout Tulunadu was in no small measure
due to the various ruling families which were devoted to Jainism.
We find a compromise between Jainism and Hinduism which were
practised without fanaticism (G. R. Bhat p. 141). The Bants who
are agriculturists practise Jainism or Hinduvism in Tulunadu.

3.9 The adoption of Aliyasantana system of inheritance is
mostly found with low and middle classes most of whom are
Jains. Agas (washermen), Ande Korage (a hill tribe), Carinyarar
(a class of Pariahs), Kumbaras (barbers), Devadiyas (menial servants
who perform outdoor services at temples), Harichettis (merchants
corresponding to Komatis), Holeyar (Parayar), Male Kudis (a
hill tribe), Malavar (a hill tribe), Masadikas (a class of Bants
who eat flesh), Mundalas (a class of Parayas), Nayar parivaras
(an inferior class of Bants), Panchalas (artisans), Saliyar (weavers)
and Tuluvar (G R. Bhat p. 267).

3.10 The Aliyasantana inheritance is not to acquire rights
through the females but through the nephew or son-in-law instead
of the son. The inheritance through the sons is called makka
kattu. The marumakkattayam system of the Nayars and a few
other castes in Kerala is different only in details, with importance
to the female and her son (the nephew) who may sometimes be
the son-in-law of the uncle. The resemblance between the two
(Aliya santana kattu and the Marumakkattayam) are so close that
one cannot dismiss it as accidental. Both are practised by non-
Brahmins, agriculturists and artisans (not only by soldiers as
Elankulam Kunjan Pillai seems to interpret). Those who practise
the Aliyasantana kattu were mostly Jains though a few of them
were Hindus in Tulunadu.

3.11 Also remarriage of widows or divorcees is very common
in Tulunadu as well as in Kerala though only among the nogp-
Brahmins.

3.12 The naming practice of children found in Tulunadu by
their stars of birth (found mostly with lower castes) is similar
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to the system followed in the royal family of Travancore (M. Rama
p. 16). The last Maharaja of Travancore is called Sri Chitra
Tiruna]. Such naming practices are reported to be found in
Bengal (S. Bhattacharya) Central Dravidian Tribes and possibly
with the Mohenjadaro inhabitants (Gurov, USSR).

3.13 The soldiers going to Tulunadu for training in the aits
of warfare is recorded in the literature of Malayalam. Similarly
some of the families of Nambudiris of Kerala retain the names
of places of their origin, along with their names. Some of these
places are identified to be in Tulunadu: For instance Sivolli.

3.14 Brahmins of Tulunadu going to Kerala to learn the
V&das and Agamas are remembered by the folks of Tulu country.
Tulu was originally written in a script resembling Malayalam, but,
later due to the efforts of Missionaries the Kannada script was
adopted.

3,15 Serpent worship forms one of the important religious
practices of the Tuluvas. Offerings to Bhitas and other folk
gods called Deyyam in Tulunadu is as popular there as they
are in Kerala. The worship of dipam in the late evening hours
(lit lamp) which is considered to be the manifestation of Davi
{s found in Tulunadu as in Northern and Central Kerala.

3.16 The tadbhava changes of Sri to Siri in Tulu and ciri
and ci in medieval Malayalam are worth noting: For instance
unpi ciri dévi, ciraman (Ramacaritam). The personal names
Ammu, Ayyappu, Chandu are common in Tulunadu as in Kerala.
Manner’s Tulu-English Dictionary as published by M. M. Bhat
et al has two instances of NS>NN as in fic/fij >fifi ; one is noted
there as commonly found among children. The nasalization found
in northern Malayalam which had spread gradually to the south
has also a parallel in Tulu. The Samvrita u is as popular in Tulu
as in Malayalam. In the former it occurs in the word medial
position also.

3.17 The v/b alteration found mostly in Tulu is also abundant
in the Malabar dialect of Malayalam used mostly by the lower
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castes (a detailed paper on this subject is presented to the 9th
Conferenee of Dravidian Linguists at Calicut).

3.18 Some of the sound changes found in Malabar mala-
yalam are also found in Tulu: For instance indu (Malabar),
updu ‘is there’ (Southern Malayalam), pili (Tulu), puli ‘tiger’ in
Malayalam/Tamil; one of the dialects of Tamil in South
Travancore spoken by the Nadars has the change of u>i after
the bilabial stop: Besides pili ‘tiger’s ampuli>ampili ‘moon’ and
0> & as in poyi>peyi ‘went’. The Bants of Tulunadu are called
Nadavar which appear to be a cognate of Nadars of South Travan-
core and Southern Tamilnadu. Whether the N&dars are migrants
from Tulunadu where similar sound changes are found is to be
further explored.

3.19 ~Also along with the personal name, the name of the
house or family is added in Kerala which invariably will have-
the locative case suffix. For instance Kalattil Velayudhan Nair
‘Mr. Velayudhan Nair of Kalattw’, Komattil Achutha Menon
etc. In some instances the locative case will be absent, but the
oblique case base will be present. For instance, Mannatty
Padmanabhan, ‘Sri Padmanabhan of Mannam’. The noun in the
seventh case will always take a verb. For instance vittil poyi
‘house (loc.) gome’. The phrase of N-+4Loc+N as in Komattil
Menon is comparable to similar Tulu phrases like k&dil aya,
kukkil aya etc. The Malayalam usage has become popular,
possibly because of the frequent use of Tulu phrasing. A
commentator of Tolkappiyam mentions N+Loc+N as a possible
but a rare occurrence as in manikkan oli ‘lustre in the diamonds’,
The frequency of such phrases in Tulu and Malayalam will help
to illustrate the rare phrase in the ancient grammatical literature
of Tamil. The s/t alternation of Tulu is also found in early
and medieval Malayalam. For instance sukam > tukam i ‘healthy’,

4. Some of the grammatical markers of Malayalam like the
present tense suffix unnu<untu<uttu and the dative case marker
-kal can. be traced to Kannada. Since the language adjacent to
the Malayalam speaking territory is Tulu, borrowing from Tulu
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is more likely than from Kannada. This Puzzle is resolved now
because of the domination of the Kannada Hoysalas in Tulu-
nadu and parts of Kerala upto wayanadu, which is confirmed
throngh epigraphy and the temple architecture. The domination
of Rashtrakutas and Chalukhyas are recorded in the inscriptions
of Kerala who also made use of Kannada as the language of
administration. The inscriptions found in Kasargode and Tulu-
nadu were all written in Kannada. For administration and for
literature Kannada was used extensively though the people of
Tulunadu spoke Tulu. Hence borrowing from Kannada in the
written language of Malayalam is most. The popularity of v/b
change in the dialects of the lower castes of Kerala in the
Malabar area is also explained because Tulu, the language of
the people was in contact with the people of Kerala (North
Malabar). Thus literary Malayalam borrowed from Kannada :

Spoken Malayalam from Tulu.

The study of Tulu language and culture is not omly a
necessity for the Tuluvas but also for the Keralites and for the
Tamils for clarifying the several problems in their culture and

language.*

* Paper presented in the seminar on the preservation of little known langu-
ages—Tulu in May °79 at Manipal. L. Gloria Sundaramathy of the
Dept. of Tamil helped me with some references and verified the others.

2
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY IN TAMIL:
THE CONTRIBUTION OF
M. RAGHAVA IYENGAR

DR. J. PARTHASARATHI

Director (Tamil Division)
Tamil, Sanskrit and Other Indian Languages
Research Institute, Madras=600 008.

OUTLINE

0. Introduction 1. Life and Career 2. Statement of works 3. Fields
of Study and research 4. Lexicography and collection of source material 5, Lin~
guistic and grammatical studies 6. Textual criticism 7. Literary criticism
8. Epigraphical and historical investigation 9. Tamil culture in broader
gettings 10. Rounding up. :

0. The birth centenary of M. Raghava Iyengar (1878-1960),
one of the acknowledged pioneers of Tamil research in- the first;half
of this century, provides an occasion for a review of his work and
its relevance for a succeeding generation like ours. Several fields
of Tamil studies have been enriched by his devoted labours over
the years; in each his work may be considered from a twofold
aspect—the many new facts and findings it gives us, as well as the
new procedures it employs in the medium of the Tamil language.
We have a harvest of new information and new inferences, which
we can liken to scientific discoveries, arising from his pen which
are by now well-known; they desetve consideration In a separate
paper.! The focus of attention in this paper is on those features
which have a methodological significance and his new findings
are only {llustratively mentioned without claim to exhaustive
statement.
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1.1. The facts of Raghava Iyengar’s life and carecer may be
briefly noticed here before we take up his work. Born in 1878
AD. as the only son of Satavatainam Muttuswami Iyengar, the
asthana-vidvan of the Setupati kings of Ramanatapuram he
came under the care of Paptitturai Tévar, his father’s disciple
and scholar-prince whose munificent patronage of all votaries of
the arts was a by-word in those days. Raghava Iyengar had
his literary training under the supervision of Tévar himself and
grew to manhood as one of the noble group of poets and
intellectuals associated with him. When Tevar founded the
Madurai ~Tamil Sangam  in 1900 he appointed M. Raghava
Iyengar, as editor of its journal of research called Centamil in
1904, in succession to his cousin and first editor R. Raghava
Iyengar, already famous as an outstanding scholar-orator and
asthana vidvan of the Satupatis:

1.2. The period of eight years (1904-1912) during which
M. Raghava Iyengar conducted the ‘Centamil’ saw it grow in stature
as the chief organ of the literary revival then taking shape in
Tamil Nadu, awakening to a sense of its own past glories with
the spirit of nationalism evoked by great leaders like Tilak,
Vivekananda and V. O. Chidambaram. Raghava Iyengar’s nume-
rous papers appearing from time to time in the journal were
hailed by eminent intellectuals of the Tamil land like Bharati,
V.0.C., Celvakscavaraya Mudaliyar and Srinivasa Pillai as stirring
the spirit of patriotism with their revelation of the glories of

Tamil and as models of research inspiring earnest votaries of
the language.

1.3. From 1913 to 1938 for a space of 26 years Raghava
Iyengar worked on the staff of the Tamil Lexicon from its start
to finish (including the period of preparation of a supplement
to the main volume) as its chief Tamil Pandit; he received the
title of Rao Sahib in 1936 (along with the then editor
S. Vaiyapuri Pillai) in recognition of his key role in shaping that
monumental work. In 1944. he worked for a brief period as a
Professor for B. O. L. classes in the Loyola College, Madras.
In 1945 he went over to the Unlversity of Travancore ’(nbév
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Kerala University) as its first Professor of Tamil in the chair
endowed by Rm. Alagappa Chettiar and served there till 1953.

1.4. In the last phase of his life (1954-60) he was asso-
ciated with the editing project of the Kamba-Ramayapam run by
the Annamalai University, along with his own independent lite-
rary efforts.

2.1. The following is a statement of his works, arranged
chronologically according to the phases of his career. = Essays and
poems still remaining uncollected are not mentioned.

THE CENTAMIL YEARS

1. Vélir Varalarw 1905 Anniversary Address at the Madurai
(History of the V&l ' Tamil Sangam (1904) under the presi-
Chiefs) dency of V. Kanakasabhai Pillai,

author of Tamils 1800 years ago.
Published with an appreciatory Pre-
face in English by S. Rm. M. Rama-
swami Chettiar, elder brother of
Rajah Sir S. Rm. M. Annamalai
Chettiar.

2. Tirukkura]l with 1910 Pocket-size edition with many new
Parimélalakar’s critical points.
commentary

3. Tolkappiyap-porul- 1912 Prize-winning essay in a literary com-

atikara-araycci petition on Tolkappiyam held by C.
(Critical Study of Srikanta of Ceylon. Contains an
the ‘Porul’ chapter insightful exposition of the third
of Tolkappiyam) chapter of Tolkappiyam under the

heads: (1) Introductory about the
greatness and structure of Tolkap-
piyam (2) General Conventions
(3) Kalaviyal (4) Karpiyal (5) Purat-
tipai-iyal (6) Meyppattiyal (7) Uva-
maviyal (8) Ceyyuliyal (9) marapiyal.
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10.

Nari-viruttam

Citamparap-pa t-
tiyal

Tirukkalampakam

Vikkirama-Colan-
ula

Cantiralokam

Kécavapperuma}-
iragtai-mapi-malai

Céran  Cerikut-
tuvan (Life, ex-
ploits and times
of a great ancient
Tamil sovereign)

1907 Old poetical

1915

PAMILAYVU—12

wortk of Tiruttakka
Tévar author of Civaka Cintamapi
edited with notes and glossary from
three MSS.

A late medieval work on Tamil verse-
composition edited with notes and
meanings.

A Tamil ‘antati® prabanda of 110
verses of ‘Arhata Deva’ used in Jaina

prayer, edited with notes and
meanings.

A minor work of Ottakkittar, of
historical importance, edited with an
introduction.

A Tamil verse-translation of the
Sanskrit Candraloka of Jayadeva
setting out alarkaras (ornaments to
poetry) done by Satavatanam Muttu-
swami Iyengar, Asthana Vidvan of
Ramanatapuram, critically edited.

A stotra work by the author above-
mentioned, critically edited.

A research monograph (dedicated to
Paptitturai Tévar reconstructing the
career of a Tamil king of the Sangam
period with the following chapters:

i) Intruduction-Sources
Study.

of the

ii) The Ch&ra dynasty and its divi-
sions.

iif) Cenkuttuvap’s exploits of war.
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iv) Two historical episodes of his
reign.
v) His northward expedition.

vi) His establishment (pratishtai) of
the Pattini goddess.

vii) Religion in Cenkugtuvap’s times.
viil) Cedkuttuvan’s contemporaries.
ix) Two great poets of his age.

x) Ceikuttuvan’s court and admini-
stration.

xi) Aspects of his personality.
xii) His kingdom and capital town.

THE ‘TAMIL LEXICON’ YEARS

11. Alvarka} kalanilai 1926 Research essays reconstructing the
(Times of the facts of the lives of the Alvars (as
Alvars) well as contemporary Nayanmars

against the background of the Tamil
Bhakti Age, These were originally
presented as lectures and cover all the
Alvars except Nammalvar (discussed
in a later work)

12, Cacanattamilk- 1937 Part of the University Extension

kavi Caritam (Ac- Lectures of 1929 on a survey of
counts of Tamil Tamil inscriptions in the light of
poets from inscrip- Tamil literature, the book unearths a
tions) wealth of information on Tamil poets

known and unknown. Names of 21
lost poetical compositions traced.

13. Peruntokai (An 1936 A ‘golden treasury’ of 2214 so far
anthology of ver- uncollected verses of the post-Sangam
ses from best-san- period gleaned from old manuscripts,
gam literature) traditions, commentaries, inscriptions
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14. Arayccittokuti 1938
(Collected resear-
ches)

15. Narporug-kurippu 1934
(Index of classics)

16. Nikantakarati 1935

17. Tiruvaikuntanatan 1936
Pillai-t-tamil

TAMILAYVU—12

etc., edited with notes on points of
literature and history.

A selection of 35 major research
papers from the author’s writings for
over 40 years covering the full
spectrum of Tamilology, published
on his sixty-first birthday with a
bio-graphical introduction by Prof.
V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar and
a Preface by S. Vaiyapuri Pillal.

Printed for private circulation by
Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri.
Index of words and expressions
(with occasional glosses) of the
followlng classics :

1. Iraiyapar Kalaviyal-urai
2. Kuruntokai

3. Tirukkovaiyar

4. Narripai

5. Kalavali narpatu

6. Tevaram

7. Vira-Coliyam

8:. Nalayira-tivyappirapantam

A re-arrangement in alphabetical
order, with glosses and contexts, of all
the etyma given in topical order in
the four famous nikantus of Tamil -

Tivakaram, Pinkalantai, Cutamanpi
and Uriccol (unpublished)

A ‘pillai-t-tamil’ work on Vishnu as
enshrined in Srivaikuntam in Tiru-
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Tiruvita-ventai-
emperuman

Arulicceyal-pa ta—
vamaiti

1939

1943

17

nelveli District, edited from old
MSS with critical introduction.

A commentary on Tirumankai
Alvar’s poems on Tiru-vita-ventai
shrine near Mamallapuram.

Essays on Textual Criticism of

Divya Prabandam.

THE TRAVANCORE (KERALA) UNIVERSITY YEARS

Ariccantira veppa
(A Campukavya)

Céra-Ventar-
ceyyut-kovai (Vol-
one) (An Antho-
logy of Cera
verses)

Céra-Véntar-Cey-
put-kovai (Vol-
two)

Some Aspects of
Kerala and Tamil
literature-Parts [
and II

Centamil-
Valartta Tévarkal
(Lives of Two
great patrons of
Tamil)

3

1949

1947

1951

1950

1951

A poetical work in Venpa metre
with prose interspersed, on the story
of Harischandra edited from the
old MS. available, with introduction
and notes.

An anthology of 341 verses of
varying lengths of Sangam poems,
high-lighting Cg&ra contribution to
Tamil with suggestive notes and
comments.

The second volume of the Antho-
logy above, relating to post-sangam
poetry with suggestive notes and
critical comments.

English translation (by Dr. J. Partha-
sarathi) of Travancore University
Lectures of the author.

Lives and Times of Ponnuswami Tévar
and Papti-t-turai Tévar, two princes
of the Sétupati royal family.
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25.

26.

2.

28,

29,

30.

31

TAMILAYVU—12

RETIREMENT YEARS

Ilakkiya-k-kat tu-
raikal

Tiriciriz‘ malai-
antati

Vinaittiripu-vilak-
kam (Grammatical
sutras in verse)

Katturai-mapikal

Kamba-Rama
yanam

Teyvappulavar
Kambar

Ilakkiya-casana-
valakkarukal

1950

1957

1958

1959

1958

Collection of 15 critical and inter-
pretative essays on Tamil literatures.

‘Antati’ poem of 104 verses in a
rock-cut cave inscription edited criti-
cally, correcting misreadings and
filling gaps in the text.

A verse grammatical treatise setting
out verb-classes (with reference to
conjugational changes) and verb-roots
according to the classes.

Fourteen research essays representing
new conclusions in several fields of
Tamilology.

Authorship of the commentary of
parts of Bala and Sundara kandas of
the work published by
University.

Annamalal

POSTHUMOUS

1969

1973

Ten essays setthig out new artistic
and philosophical  aspects of
Kamban’s Ramayana.

Madras University Extention Lectures
of 1929 of the author surveying.
Tamil inscriptions with reference to
their literary value.

2.2. The following works have been published with Raghava
Iyengar’s assistance, as indicated against each.

1. Cenkuntar pira- 1924 Carries a ‘Life of Kattar' by our

pantattirattu

author,
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2 Portions of Kam- 1934 Exzamination and Collection of: Mss.
ba-Ramayana edi- by our author.
ted from Alvar-
tirunagari manu-
scripts

3, Miunram Kulot- 1940 Active assistance in preparation of
turikac . Colan by the work by our author.
V.R.R. Dikshitar

4. Citakkati-nonti 1939 Our author allowed the editor to

natakam (Edited use his old printed copy of the
by Mohd. Husain work and also collated it with a
Nainar) Manuscript in the Govt. Mss. Library.
5. Papa-vitu-tatu 1934 Edition based on ‘a handwritten
(Edited ty S. Vai- Manuscripts given by our author.

yapuri pillai)

6. “The Lay of the 1936 English translation checked with the
Anklet’> (English original with the help of our author,
translation of the and notes and comments added.
Cilappatikaram by
V. R. R. Dikshitar)

3.1. It will be seen from the publications listed above that
the following are the areas of study and research in Tamilology
in which the ‘“Raghava Iyengar impact” has been felt.

1. Lexicography and collection of source material, both
literary and linguistic.

Linguistic and grammatical studies.
Textual criticism and exegesis.
Literary Criticism and interpretation.
Epigraphical studies. ;

Historical investigations.

SO OB R LD

Tamil cultute in broader contexts
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3.2, The fields mentioned above, providing a spectrum of
the intellectual effort of our author overlap to some extent.
Those at numbers 5, 6 and 7 above admit of being subsumed
uuder the larger title ‘Historical studies’. It is proposed to
survey our author’s work in each field and state the general
methodological implications for lexicographical, linguistic, literary
and historical studies in Tamil. It is worth remembering here
that Raghava Iyengar was among the earliest scholars of this
century writing specifically in the Tamil medium and introducing in
it new ways of approach and new conclusions; the edge of novelty
and the fresh originality of his writings may be dimmed now by
similar attempts made by succeeding writers for over a genera-
tion; however it is one of the duties cast on scholarship to
understand the nature of what it has inherited. The attempt
made below is in this direction of recapturing the historic value
of the work of a pioneer writing in Tamil for a Tamil-knowing

audience.

4.1. Taking lexicography and allied endeavour first, we may
state that the Tamil Lexicon with which Raghava Iyengar was
associated, sets up modern standards in this field. It chooses
not only words but also larger units of expression for fts
entries, specifies registers (literary, colloquial, dialectal, etc.),
gives serial meanings with citation of texts and grammatical
information of part-of-speech or verb-class concerned and indicates
probable etymology as well. While our author’s work in the
Lexicon touched all aspects of dictionary-making, special mention
may be made here of his indication, against verb-entries, of
their classification according to a scheme of verb-classes, The
importance of this new area of Tamil grammar is dealt with
below under ‘linguistic and grammatical’ studies.

4.2. Long practice of lexicography engenders certain orienta-
tions to system and method which may be seen in Raghava
Iyengar’s research efforts. In many of his publications he has
provided systematic indices showing not only first lines of poems
but also points dealt with, rare words etc.. His collection of
source material for lexicography and other purposes extends over
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a wide field. He'recast “as indexed word entries the contents of
four important old }‘nikantus’ of Tamil—Tivakaram, Pirnkalantai,
Ciutamapi and { Uriccol—for incorporation in the Tamil Lexicon.
In%his ~Narporutkurippu (Index to contents of classics) he has
indexed words and expressions from eight Sangam and post San-
gam classics. His® Peruntokai is an anthology a ‘golden treasury’
of 2216 verses of the po:.t-sangam periods of Tamil literature
which he industriously collected over the years from old classics
and their commentaries, inscriptions, palm-leaf manuscripts and
the “‘like sources. Two volumes of another anthology named
Céravéentar-Ceyyutkovai exhibit the Cera (now Kerala) contribution
to Tamil literature. These compilations done from fresh points of
view are provided with valuable notes, comments and indices
which have increased their usefulness for the scholarly world:

5.1. Raghava’' Iyengar’s linguistic and grammatical studies
cover several areas of interest—explication of grammatical classics,
phonological and morphological-cum-syntactical analyses of different
historical periods, history of writing, changes of meaning and
discriptive grammar. In all these his new conclusions and app-
roach deserve close study. His Tolkappiya-p-porulatikara-araycci
is a critical presentation of the conventions of old Tamil poetry,
its emotional states,. metrical features and traditional usages, as
described in ithe third chapter of Tolkappiyam. The points of
methodological importance that we find in this exposition of an
old work are a comparative socio-linguistic approach, relating
ancient traditions with modern survivals, and correlation of facts
over the whole range of Tamil and allied literatures. For
example, the author points' out survivals of secret marriage
customs ascribed by Tolkappiyam to the hilly region among
present-day? residents’of hills like! Uralis of Coimbatore, Mutuvars
of Travancore, and Savaras and Kuis of Orissa, quoting the
evidence of an ethnologist like Thurston. Pointing out that the
‘akam’ .and ‘puram’ ‘tipais’ Jare named -after flowers our author
cites the evidence]of Valmiki in his Ramayana that southern
warriors have a fspecial liking to bedeck themselves with flowers

on occasions ‘of war.
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5.2. Historical phonology and morphology can be pieced
together only on the basis of studies tracing various stages that
individual phonemes and morpholoigcal units underwent in the
course of development of a language. Raghava Iyengar’s paper
on the ‘@ytam’ (Katturaimapikal, essay no. 12) brings to light a
stage in the history of Tamil,~the time of Va]luvar, Cintamapi
and Tiruvaymoli-when the phoneme had an alternative phonetic
realization of ‘y’ after all vowels, besides ‘i’ inferable from
Tolkappiyam and Nannil. Another paper brings together the
phonological, morphological and other features of the languags
mentioned by Tolkappiyam and pointed out as gone out of
currency by subsequent commantators; the data assembled is of
crucial importance in any diachronic study.

5.3. The system of Tamil writing-graphology and its history
has been insightfully discussed in two papers by our -author
(Arayccittokuti, chapters 8 and 9): The Tolkappiyam does not
mention the written forms of the letters of the Tamil alphabet
presumably because they were well-known in its time ; however
it specifies one convention of the writing system-the dotting of
written letters. Raghava Iyengar gives us his new findings about
what letters were dotted, how and why, by a masterly analysis
and explication of the sutras and commentaries of Tolkappiyam
and the evidence of later Tamil writing, both literary and inscri-
ptional. All consonant letters, two short vowels e and 0, the

three ancillary letters, (carpeluttu), the shortened m-these were

dotted, with deviations in manner of the dotting. Dots were

also used to signify the length-sign in vowel-consonant (uyirmey)
letters and as a mark of cancellation of letters wrongly written.
Scholars of Tamil debate whether there was an independent system
of writing in Tamil prior to the Brahmi script; Raghava Iyengar’s
research on this topic reveals the existence of a pictorial system
-of writing prevailing in the country similar to Egyptian hiero-
ghyphics, inferable from old works like Tivakaram, Cilappatikaram,
Yapparurikalam etc. This system must have survived in the Tamil

land alongside of Brahmi script judging from stray pictorial signs
found with inscriptions. : s
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5.4, In the field of lexical studies, Raghava Iyengar has
discussed the vicissitudes which many words and expressions
found in inscriptions and literature have undergone. Such discu-
ssions mention the correct forms, as known from inscriptions
of place-names like Kovan-puttir (Coimbatore), Valankai-mikaman
(Valangiman), Manpa-virap-maturai  (Manamaturai), Colantakan
(Sholavandan), [Irotfu (Erode) and Kaviri-p-pakkam (Kavérip-
pakkam). The modern word arap-manai (palace) is found in
inscriptions as @rai-mapai  which leads to the inference that
arai-yan-manai (the house of the king) may have been the older
form. (Vide Ilakkiya-Casana Valakkarukal p. 271). Many words
we meet in Sangam and post-Sangam literature like arppu (din
of battle), valamai (pollution due to childbirth), paraital (to speak),
orupatu (excessive) are seen as survivals in Malayalam ; the word
pukavu (food) in sutra 107 of Tolkappiyam, poru}, is found
with the same meaning in an inscription of Travancore, TAS
Vol. I, p. 8. The usage paniyattu (in the fog), veyilattu (in sun-
shine) with-attu increment in declensional forms (in Tol. Eluttu
sutras 241 ff.) still survives in Kerala speech. (Vide some Aspects
of Kerala and Tamil Literature, Part II, p. 61 ff.). The metho-
dological implication for research in these studies is obvious that
studies of words should not be limited to their occurrence in
literature but should embrace their usage in epigraphy and
allied languages.

5.5., One area of Tamil grammar left untouched by its
great ancient grammarians is the determination of conjugational
classes of its verbs. It is common knowledge that Tamil verbs
display a variety of modifications in form for taking on the
three tenses which bewilder all learners of the language; these
require to be grouped into classes on the basis of observed
similarities. On the suggestion of Raghava Iyengar the Tamil
Lexicon adopted a classification of verbs into 13 classes and
indicated it against verb-entries. It may be noted that this is a
notable advance in lexicographical information, anticipating in
part, by two decades, the characteristic feature of the well-known
«Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English’® (1968) analy-
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sing English verbal patterns into 25 types and showing pattern
pumbers against verb entries. It is a matter of gratification that
Raghava Iyengar has embodied his path-breaking work in Tamil
sitra verses in the manner of Tolkappiyam and Nana@l in his
Vinaittiripu-vilakkam (81* birthday publication) and enriched
Tamil descriptive grammar in a new way, showing lists of verb-
bases under each class.

6.1, Textual criticism according to modern usage relates to
editing texts critically from manuscripts or other sources in the
light of all available evidence; this involves the exegesis or
‘construction’ of the text as well. Raghava Iyengar’s editions
of various literary compositions listed in the bibliography indicate
how he has solved many textual problems. In particular his
reconstruction of the text of the ‘antdti’ poem of the Tirucirap-
palli cave inscription shows how gaps in verse of a particular
metrical form lend themselves to be filled by scholarly emendation.
His papers on textual problems in Tamil classics, notably the
Kalitikattupparapi and Divyaprapantam show how the evidence of
earlier literature and inscriptions can be used to correct or
improve readings in texts.

6.2. As examples the following may be cited: In the
second section of Kalirikattupparani calling women to join in the
praise of the king, ‘velam’ is pointed out by our author as an
error for ‘velam’ meaning ‘a harem maintained by Cola kings
for women captured in battle’; this word is frequently met
with in Cola inscriptions with reference to such harems in
Tanjore and other places. Similarly in Periya Tirumoli 6.6.4,
vippi needs correction as veppi the name of a place which
witnessed a battle waged by the Codla Cerkanan, referred to in
the same verse (and celebrated in Purananiru and Kalayali
narpatu).

7.1. In the field of literary criticism and interpretation where
imaginative insight is the key to the understanding of an artist’s
use of words, Raghava Iyengar has provided models in many
essays, notably those on Kamba-Ramayapa, Kural and Nala-veppa.
Only one example will suffice,
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7.2. Setting out the nuances of the metaphor of a tree
used in a well-known verse of the Kamba-Ramdyapa our author
takes us on a voyage of discovery of the cultured life of
Ayodhya. As he explains, this tree sprouts with universal funda-
mental education as the seed, develops as middle level (school)
tralning, diversifies into strong branches of advanced arts, gets
enriched with saintliness (of abstinence, sacrifice and love, born
of maturity of education), puts forth the tender shoot of love
of kinsmen (and the bud of love for all), blossoms as the flower
of righteousness (dharma) and ripens with the fruit of right enjoy-
ment (of life herein and hereafter), The interpretation delights
and excels by its revelation of suggestion, recalling in the process
beautiful parallel citations from several classics (Kagturai magikal,
pp: 11-23).

8.0. Though Raghava Iyengar’s linguistic and literary
researches are impressive as described above, his distinctive
reputation in scholarly circles was built on his scintillating epi-
graphical, historical and cultuoral studies. Each of his well-known
works in these fields-Velir Varalaru, Céran Cenkuttuvan, Alvar-
kal Kalanilai, Cacanat-tamilk-kavi-caritam and Ilakkiya-cacana-
valakkarukal is a pure gem of interdisciplinary research, taking
off from a base of literary investigation; each work has many
“firsts’ to its credit and embodies successful pioneering effort to
piece {together the historical picture behind Tamil literature, based
on a methodology of research evolved by the author’s own
genius.

8.1. Raghava Iyengar entered the field of South Indian
historical studies as a Tamil scholar primarily interested in
working out a viable historical framework for Tamil literature.
Yet his work puts him in the company of professed historians
of the former generation like S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar, K. Ae
Nilakanta Sastri, V. R. R. Dikshitar and others. In the field
of South Indian history research has always had to lean on the
literary sources of the Sangam and post-sangam compositions.
A historian of South India needs to be a man-of-letters as well,
to do justice to the task of ‘extracting’ history from literature.

4
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Similarly a ‘man-of-letters’ has to resort to historical knowledge
to keep his record straight. Raghava Iyengar had the unique
advantage of vast and critical scholarship in Tamil which he
could bring to bear on epigraphical records and others historical
evidence, leading to results beneficial to both fields of work.
He could interpret innumerable facts gleaned from inscriptions
in the light of literature and vice-versa clarify literary references
in the light of inscriptional evidence. Also he could make many
corrections in both epigraphical and literary texts. We find in
his writings literary works being dated on the safe basis of epi-
graphical testimony; in fact substantial information is gathered
for the first time from inscriptional and other sources, enough
to write a full history of Tamil literature down the ages. Many
points of cultural interest and accounts of unknown poets and
poems are disclosed through his research. Some instances are
given below.

8.2. Raghava Iyengar’s corrections of the misreadings of the
text of Kalinkattupparapi on the basis of epigraphical evidence
have today become historic. The emendation of vélam (in the
fnvocation to women) as vélam has already been mentioned;
alatti, misconstrued as ‘salt-pan’ is shown on unmistakable
epigraphical evidence to be the name of a battle-field where
Kulottunga defeated the Chalukyas The place-name Vapgai in
appellations of the general Karupakara-t-tondaiman is identified
on the authority of a contemporary epigraph as Vaptalancéri in
Tanjore district, correcting previous ad-hoc identifications of the
place with Vaptalar in Chingleput district. (Araycci-t-tokuti
(1937) pp. 412-3-, 424, 427-28).

8.3. A notable instance of Raghava Iyengar’s improvements
on epigraphical records is his edition of the Tiruchirappalli cave
inscription (104 antati verses called ‘Ciramalai-antati’. The proper
text of this poem printed by the epigraphy department has been
reconstructed from available readings by our author, thus doing
justice to the beautifully linked kalitturai metrical patterns with
their choice phrases in praise of Lord Siva of Tiruchirappalli
according to akam conventions of Tamil love poetry. Inscriptional
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misreadings and misinterpretations have been corrected quite often
by Raghava Iyengar. An inscription below the foot of a Saras-
vati image in Kattapiur in Tanjore district printed as kavipperu-
malapa varadakittar has been corrected as Kkavipperuma] ananda
varada kittar in accordance with the actual script, and this gives
a consistent meaning to the passage. Kolippor in a Tanjore
inscription of Rajardja, misinterpreted as a battle in Uraiyar,
is shown to be ‘a cock-fight’ in which the king amused himself]
orraiccévakan taken wrongly as a soldier-spy, is on the authority
of similar usages, explained as ‘the warrior who can vanquish
foes singly, standing alone’.”

8.4. To Raghava Iyengar we owe the first information that
the illustrative verses cited in the Iraiyanar-kalaviyal-urai belong
to the Paptikkovai, a poem celebrating the victories of Nelveli-
nipra-cirnefumaran, a contemporary of Saint Gnapacampantar
mentioned in the Veélvikkuti copper-plates; the coincidence of
literary and inscriptional evidence clinches the age of the
Papgikkovai as the eighth century A.D. ([lakkiya-cacana-valak-
karukal p. 283). The dates of many literary figures like
Mapikkavacakar (9th century A.D, Ibid., pp. 139-146), Cekkilar
(12th century), Parimélalakar (later half of 13th century),
Cenavaraiyar (13th century), Iragtaiyar (14th century), Arupakiri-
natar (later part of 14th and first part of 15th centuries) etc.,®
are all fixed on epigraphical evidence confirming parallel inferences
from multiple sources of Tamil literature, tradition and Sanskrit
works.

8.5.1. The present writer cannot resist the temptation of
setting out here one unique context in our author’s Alvarkal
kala-nilai, where matchless scholarship in literature is found
correlated with a sixth sense for weighing and sifting historical
data from the most recondite quarters. We find in the poems
of Saint Vishnuchitta (otherwise called Periyalvar) composed in
praise of holy shrines, rare allusions to kings and memorable
happenings :of his day. In one such allusion occurging in the
song devoted to the shrine of Tirumaliruncolai he sings ;
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The hill to which ko-netu marap of sharp lance,

The southern king, lord of southern kudal pays obeisance
Is the hill of the Lord, who to help his cousins

Drove his chariot, causing confusion around.

(Periyalvar Tirumoli, 421).

Here is a poetic convention peculiar to ancient Tamil literature
and widely employed in the Sangam poems; descriptive epithets
or similes which are attached to objects, places and persons have
veiled application to their actual situation or behaviour. This is
a figure of speech called wu/lurai uvamam (and sabhiprayavise-
Shapa, translatable as ‘meaningful qualifier’). The Alvar is
obviously alluding in lines 3 and 4 of the verse cited to some
exploit of the Pandya king Konefumaran similar to Lord
Krishna’s exploit of going to the aid of the Pandavas in the
Kurukshetra war.

8.5.2. What can be this exploit? Raghava Iyengar brings
in historical and inscriptional evidence to answer this question.
Konetumaran is the sixth king of the Pandya line shown in the
Vélvikkuti and Cinnamanir inscriptions; it is a known fact of
Pallava history, recorded by Joveau Dubreuil that this Panpdiyan
king, a contemporary of Nandivarman Pallavamalla, went to war
with the latter on behalf of his uncle Chitramaya. When this
uncle happened to be killed by Pallavamalla’s commander, the
fight was continued by the Pandya king on behalf of the dead
uncle’s sons. This espousal of the cause of his cousins by the
Pandya king may have been at the back of the Alvar’s mind
when he composed the poem mentioned above.

8.5.3. An alternative explanation of the exploit is also
suggested by the Veélvikkuti inscription which says that when
Netumaran went to wed Bhisundari, the daughter of the Ganga
king, many northern kings opposed him. He defeated them aly
with the aid of a big army under the captaincy of his tributary
chief Marankari and won the damsel. During the course of this
fight, the sons of the Ganga king who were his brothers-in-law
fought on his side and for their sake also he waged a fight
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against the northern kings. The Alvar may have alluded to
this as well, in his descriptive parallel to Krishna’s doings.

8.6. In his studies on epigraphy and literature Raghava
Iyengar has brought to light a mass of finformation on Tamil
in its many facets, besides throwing light on many dark corners
of South Indian history. We gather many new facts about
already known poets and also many entirely new poets emerge
with poems in inscriptions to their credit; many anonymous
composers of praises of kings, of heroic exploits and of bene-
factions come to our notice for the first time. Names of 21
lost poetical compositions have been traced by our author.
Other interesting revelations are given below. '

8.7. The real name of Cekkilar the poet of the Periya-
purapam is traced from epigraphs as ‘Rama-tevan’. The Pandyas
had not only the famous Sangam devoted to literature (iyal)
but also a Sangam for music (icai) at Madurai. Besides two
famous translations of the Mahabharata made in Tamil in the
eighth and sixteenth centuries by Peruntevanar and Villiputtirar
there were translations done under the early Pandyas and later
.Cholas not now extant, but mentioned in their inscriptions. The
most ancient Chera capital referred to as Vafici is none other
than modern Karur on the bank of the Amaravati, as abundant
literary evidence in this regard is confirmed by conclusive epi-
graphical testimony. This identification went against the view of
certain other scholars who located Vafci at Cranganore (Kotun-
golur) on the west coast, .mistaking a much later capital for
the most ancient one. The passage of time has served to esta-
blish Raghava Iyengar’s view more firmly than ever, as newer
finds of epigraphs and coins near Karir have proved its claim
beyond doubt to be the first seat of Chera royalty.

9.0. Raghava Iyengar’s historical writings have methodological
implications of much value for all students of Tamil history,
more especially those writing in Tamil. They set an example of
how interdisciplinary research between literature and history may
be pursued fruitfully and scientifically. The features of our
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author’s researches which have relevance of a permanent nature
are noticed below.

9.1. Whatever problem Raghava Iyengar takes up for research,
he lets in massive and multifaceted evidence to decide the points
raised so that our assent to the conclusions cannot be reasonably
withheld. His very first historical essay Vélir Varalaru (1905)
blazed a new trail in research method by showing how the
evidence of Tamil classics (about the origin of the V¢! chieftains,
in this case) can be correlated and checked with all other
evidence from surviving folk accounts, inscriptional evidence, eye-
witness accounts of foreign travellers and various Sanskrit works
and traditions. His unassilable inference is that the ‘Véls’ who
were, according to Tamil literature, brought by Agastya into the
Tamil land, can be identified as part of the Yadavas who had
migrated from Gujarat and of whose lineage the Hoysalas,
Chalukyas, Kadambas and later Andhra lines including the
Vijayanagara Royas, were descended. In his classic Alvarkal
kala-nilai he pieces out the whole picture of the Tamil Bhakti
movement of the Alvars as well as Nayanmars. The elaborate
discussion on the life of Tirumangai Alvar weighing literary,
inscriptional, hagiological, historical and allied evidence is well-
known to students of Tamil history as sustained research built
on solid foundation of relevant facts collected from disparate
sources.*

9.2. Judicious weighing of alternatives and deciding the
balance of probabilities without preconceptions goes with collec-
tion of maximum evidence to clinch our author’s conclusions in
each case. He is so open-minded that he collects the data,
advances the arguments himself shows the snags, if any, and
presents the most acceptable inference in the circumstances. This
procedure may be seen in every essay he has written, more
especially where he discusses identifications of personages, places
or events. In fixing chronology he takes reliable upper and
lower limits of dates within the lmits of which a personage may
have lived and then narrows them down by inscriptional evidence
supplemented by internal literary testimony of usages, echoes,
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omissions, tone etc; he discusses likely objections and then
indicates where, according to him, balanced judgement lies. We
may cite his assignment of dates for Parimélalakar, Cémavaraiyar,
Arupakirinatar, Mapikkavacakar, besides the Alvirs as a few
important instances among many.

9.3. There are several literary discussions where Raghava
Iyengar’s researches have led him to rebut or refute the opinions
of others, as in his well-known papers on Tiruvérikatamutaiyan
(on the nature of the Deity at Tirupati) and Céravéngar taya
valakku (discussion on system of succession of the Chera kings of
the Sangam Age). In these he follows the debater’s method of
summarising in crisp and faithful terms the points urged in
favour of the first view and then deals in detail with the un-
tenability of each point, focussing thereon a mass of facts
running counter to it. His suavity in replying to objections is
particularly notable. He never descends to personal reflections on
the opponent; he never swerves from the straight path of
argument supported by evidence at each stage and his rare
integrity and rectitude has been commended by Vaiyapuri Pillai
in the following manner -

‘It is true that some of his essays raise polats of literary
argument. But even in such essays there is a gracefulness of
their own. The author concentrates heart and soul on the topic
of discussion above. As certain writers do, much to the distaste
of readers, he does not cast aspersions on opponents; he never
deviates from the path of argument and our hearts are gladdened
(by this rectitude). (Preface to Araycci-tokuti-1937).

9.4. Apart from the scrupulous avoidance of personal
remarks, we may see everywhere his ready and eager acknowledge-
ment of indebtedness to fellow scholars for information given,
suggestions made and other help rendered for the pursuit of his
research ; after all, research flourishes in an intellectual milien
and one person’s work stimulates another to venture further
afield. Thus Raghava Iyengar acknowledges the apt quotation of
P. S. Subramanya Sastri about the dotting of the shortened ‘m’
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from Viracéliyam (p. 133 Araycci-t-tokuti) or the additional
suggestion of M. Varadarajan on a verse of the Kambaramayana
(p. 21 Kagturai-mapikal) or the insightful explanation of Maha-
vidvan R. Raghava Iyengar of Tirunavukkaracar’s term ‘nariyai-
kkutirai ceyvan’ (p. 143, Ilakkiya-Cacana-Valakkarukal). The
finer graces of research scholarship operating in Tamil may be
seen here in their harmonious blend.

9.5. Our author is ever aware of the limits of the new
inferences and conclusions he arrives at and states the limitations
or the strength of his conclusions in an objective manner. He
is never dogmatic the gaps in our information on Tamil history
are innumerable and any likely inference arising from the con-
frontation of material from epigraphical, traditional, folkloristic
and literary sources has to be given serious consideration by
scholars. As an instance, we may cite Raghava Iyengar’s remarks
on the identification of the commentator Parimélalakar with
Parimélalakiya-perumal-tatar of an inscription in Kanchi Varada-
rajaswami temple (A.D. 1272). He says that there is coincidence
between the two personages mentioned in time, place and religion
though there is no reference to the scholarship of the commen-
tator in the epigraphical record The age of Parimélalakar falls
between the 11th and 14th centuries A.D., two upper limits that
are well established and the inscription dated 1272 A.D. occurring
within the upper limits set, may (with due caution) be taken to
refer to the famous commentator himself.

9.6. The other side of Raghava Iyengar’s keen perception
and absence of the least trace of dogmatism is his dynamism
in responding to changing facts and views in research over the
years. His research grows in its vision, exhaustiveness and
comprehensive understanding as we proceed from his earlier
writings to the later ones. For example, in his first approach
to the study of the Sangam Age (essays published in Araycci-
ttokuti) he discusses the traditional accounts of the three Sangams
and the veracity of the sea-deluge mentioned in Sangam
literature. While revisiting the same area of research after several

decades in his article Murcarikamum pircanikamum (published in
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Tamilayvu Sep. 1978) he takes account of numerous scholarly
disputations about the truth of the first two Sangams; he takes
for his starting point of discussion the third Sangam which alone
historians credit with historical veracity and proceeds to show
how third Sangam poets have been clubbed with later poets of
the Bhakti period by confusions caused by similarity of names.

9.7 It is worthwhile to mention here that in keeping with
our author’s inter-disciplinary research orientation, he has contri-
buted a number of essays placing Tamil culture in an over-all
Indian setting. Ainong these are discussions on Valmiki’s refer-
ences to the Tamil region, Tamil versions of the Ramayana,
Krishna traditions in the Tamil land, Pattini cult and its spread,
and the Tamils and the Andhrgas. We may recall that in these,
the methodology of collection of facts and their critical exami-
nation from an over-all viewpoint was for the first time employed
in learned studies in the Tamil language; the essays still hold the
field for their findings of ggeat value.

10.1 This survey of Raghava Iyengar’s career and research
work shows the diversity of the fields which he enriched by his
labours and the immense wealth of learning as well as keenness
of perception he possessed. With his leaps of creative imagination
he brings together pieces of evidence from far-flung areas of
scholarship and fills in the missing gaps of literary texts and
cultural history and when we read his writings we are, as it were,
under the magic of his conjuring wand. Drybones come alive ;
unconnected pieces of inferences and facts hang together in a
revivified state. As Kavimani Décikavinayakam Pillai put it,
Raghava Iyengar’s work reminded him only of the miracle of
Gnana-campantar conjuring the figure of a woman from bones
placed before him.

10.2 Raghava Iyengar has been aptly called by a famous
historian of Tamil, K. S. Srinivasa Pillai, as the °‘marga-darsi’
(path-finder) for research workers in Tamil. This appellation
accrues to him by virtue of his wide-ranging scholarship of an

unparalleled nature, insightful perception of the links of disparate
5
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elements, and originality of methodological approaches. It fs
certain that even in future when compﬁters and newer scientific
inventions may bring in revolutions in data collection, the techni-
ques and methods forged and used by Raghava Iyengar will
continue to guide the research worker in Tamil about what he
should do to sift, reject or accept evidence and look for missing
links in any enquiry, literary, linguistic or historical. The achieve-
ment and the example of his work are a source of permanent
inspiration wherever Tamil is cultivated.
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TIRUVARUR V. KALIYANACUNTARANAR’S
CONTRIBUTION TO TAMIL PROSE

DRr. E. SA. VISSWANATHAN
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University of Sokoto, Sokoto, Nigeria

The growth of Tamil prose since the beginning of the last
century has been largely due to the impact of western thought on
religious, social and political movements in India. Prior to the
arrival of Christian missionaries from: the west and prior to the
modification of the system of education on western lines, prose
writing in all the Indian languages was in its early stages of
development. The Tamil language was no exception, for books
written on medicine, astronomy and astrology were in pedantic
verses to be understood only by learned scholars and pundits.
However from the beginning of the last quarter of the nineteenth
century, prose writing in Tamil generally gained popularity due
to the religious reawakening in Tamil Nadu. Various religious
leaders published books and pamphlets in simple prose. The
rendering of the Periyapurapam, a poetical hagiology of the
Tamil Saiva saints in prose by Arumuka Navalar (1822-1876 A.D.)
~ of Jaffna, was one direct consequence of this religious revival.
Furthermore, the utilization of the Tamil language, often termed
a varnacular language, in the English system of education moti-
vated Tamil scholars to produce graded Tamil readers, which
created for the first time the models for Tamil prose writing.
Erudite Tamil scholars like Arumuka Navalar and K. Namaccivaya
Mudaliyar (1876-1931) brought out text books in lucid prose for
the use of primary and secondary school children. Their devoted
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work in this field further aided the growth of Tamil prose.’
The nationalistic upsurge and the thirst for political knowledge
among the people of Tamil Nadu created an interest in Tamil
newspapers. The Tamil press in order to meet the demands of
the people attempted to convey all events both political and
pon-political, in a popular style, but its early experiments to
achieve a lucid Tamil prose for the use of Tamil journalism
were not very successful because the language was laden with
‘Sanskrit and English words often badly translated’.? Nevertheless
with the entrance of Subramania Bharati, Subramapia Siva
(1884-1925) and V. O. Chidambaram Pillai (1872-1936) into the

field of Tamil journalism, a suitable journalistic style was evolved.
At this stage Tiruvarir V. Kaliyapacuntaranar* too entered the
field of Tamil journalism.

The Background

Eminent scholars like N. Kathiraivél Pillai and Tanikacala
Mudaliyar encouraged T. V. K. to a serious study of Tamil
literary works. A sound knowledge in Tamil classics helped him
to quote from them with ease in his speeches and writings. How-
ever during this period he never attempted anything worthwhile
to write in prose. Only whlle studying the Peripapurapam under
Katiraivél Pillai, he advised T. V. K. to write the biographies of
the Saiva Saints in prose. He followed the advice seriously and
thereby gained a good basic training in the art of writing prose.

While I was moving closely with N. Katiraivél Pillai, he
advised me to narrates the stories of Nayanmars in prose,
which I did to the best of my abllity.®

Nevertheless, we see that T. V., K. had as yet not cultivated
a distinct style of his own, because the style of his first work
entitled Katiraivel Pillai Avarka] Caritam, published in 1906
resembles that of Comacuntara Nayakar (1846—1901) and Capapati
Navalar, the two eminent Siddhantists of that period. The reason
for this stylistic influence on T. V. K.’s works is quite obvious

* Henceforth in this article Thiru V, Kaliyapacuntaragar will be mentioned
as T. V. K.
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because ever since he discontinued his studies in 1903 (circa), he
showed a great interest in Saivasiddhanta-Védanta controversies
of his days. In order to participate in these debates or disput-
ations along with his teacher Katiraivél Pillai, T. V. K. had to
study the books written by Navalar and Nayakar, both wrote in
a florid style packed with Sanskrit words. The following passage
taken from one of the works of Nayakar is in mapipravala style;
a style in which both Sanskrit and Tamil words are artistically
blended.

“ s S afpCuarm Fosr® wTwTMTS WOTrss85 D680l
L RISGITLTEmsWTE, @bhs B LFesHFuTalssisE Galmer S6aT@|ma
GausworPib, T Blutb, Wb TRTL G CHaUw RLLIQUTHEHLD, & aIET
T&TL & HHFADEGBISUT S wuT S WL W Siib, LT 6TETL &I GV REHS
T g Wy FujemLw GiwT@ Hvssm msar 8T Cmir ga mia gimor
LTESUITEV,, () IDAPEIT 6 DU P LI SLITUS 6 & 51HHTHEM ) FlagL mesr
wréw Groewn BFFulssin®Gb. Q&g MUFRIGET AP M LTI
wrdw Ao GrIsETD Sbg Bpdafl s siomLTeh PHEITEHLSMmS
Qwnsl YmegBw @iualsss sésauar?  gewrdw Kb
6T nBW F1HEs bl 3 & aTrlldT s s, o BLLWT S S,
& SOOTLOIGOGUT B B, WDEULEEVGVT S &) 6T 68T LIGT it &) 1il6v8: 56007 1% 2o & Fon 11
oL@ LS GTeur T 228850 L1 BiSaTT &St &I IS ST I, )LD QITOT LT & D
CosMuTaT @)HAUS®SLD, QL Sallb—&lehdDEHSMID— &I a(EhSHMID
6T 65T GBI G&WOT BISHETUID, @ LITFas Ll ® QIHb SIS DAL TET 60 S
s ot smLL g 5QsTHGH snm HBCsT QST & !
Qamig &) 1174

The fact that Navalar’s style has a pleasant rhythm due to
the judicious use of alliteration and assonance can be seen from
the following passage.

“ Gafs @Sl LT TesTSSlb UTH &5 & BTITLIeT STl LD
STISTRRTET M @HIRTAUOVTD o TTDLWTE@SL LTS
L SH@@s uar wrL® Farsses JdanCusimss sHS
Qupbsar QausTmPls. smrarsdr 1psedliiaSTymssT alaor Gadlsr
Famos GumsL L7 waTllawr® 2 (S SF QT e LT LIFwHea gL _ul
Fo(@QUT. oUT upwdauctlar GalmaToyersQaTarertler, &Guoreur 6T
@SOS T BIFHeTIe I T UIGOoT (@ 6ooT Bl ST 6h - &if) & & &5 86m wyib
LT b SIOTWITD G- MIBISHSSIL  Curew mrymulenrera LFdla
ETBSSTL  YERTHSITSSH  H0hSSTEOTIHHOmET DI Qe
ewss ot Lrwdaeaflsr Gaim a0l @smereflgy b, “‘LF@uarcur
wrbdflasr s@Lura@aruTCar smL@sv Gure @UugiomTLeT
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et LTaunruieaps s e 1@ sTaflu @56 LD ML Lridr o ot
srermub,  “ upesGsr A’ erdrmud, ¢ UrSSS Siaub’  6TeT mIb

@suLdD aarm ‘& sifls@sTilumuCsd Ssmafluiam g <, (R
<9112 15 16w 7 @ oL SoTiD, Fent® 1T Dy &seoT GuoeT meb
FRGSWST D). H5HMes argaorprear 97wl QuUI®BLG PET MM
Qarer my wrmear A8 misdr Colsliuyd Thasd FMhH IS5
Siah 5208w QBTTHS QaETaT® TWph s HSE HHBE GapuF
AnbsBsri QUT®EST S siesflse CLIT®HS SHWTEH0T, wHON36T MTLI
QUT@ETI &5 QeTETaTT 5 51 US| 5 S H60 T .5

In the light of the observations we made on the extracts
referred to above, let us study a passage taken from one of
T.V.K’s works so as to judge how far their stylistic features
influenced him.

“ Bedifls8a8) Bevseow L FTwt &I

FIM WS GNTTH FHTUSTATIEH Oy o HAissTHs
waTerLeh soms HmBBTesssier BwdfCurdr Smss Comruis
Qa1 ot Qb smefujerar Bslfls Garmis Cad ws5FC0wnssims
Cuibmis QaTaTL_g). 9SIBLILSSHSICTOT LUSSTeHaTTD 95550
Frrarwas  Qsrésdmen Gardar  wpsdBwmi  “Fp BT D
Cmarms, QGemyp mr@® wsdw sl BIGsET wTps Qs
Smpaumer maaibs) HALbs wsad FoauTarisrwafiu S,y paaflst
wreTeLs SOEs @EsTsd @QrrermsGuwp  aedlu)mis s
QumoreT mib Bdfls Qswbasmer b Lflbg L asflu warGas 2
o e s Hi165SBmF Gauwir LTITTHSTTSHET. )63 T TS &
ST IDGITGOTT BGIT 6 WinTe *° mawori§in | engeu A5 5MbHs STt my
&T95560 GCaiwor® ; FFmuuilsd @Far Lgreory) LFFmism »er
B Gumed Gaumwr@®b ; GmGsuwerar GafliaTmHmn mHG 5555 HE S
SR Hapsds Quarml smaHHTCHD ; GFar® wWwHSEGaT BT
Gl WP&HSFIL-GT 2 )b QUTLLISGUTET 6TaT&HE GmiE@amBsare,
BIBISOT (IPHT &FSTUSTETID Qs g ST B0 * 6Ter Mluibly, Ly
wesflbs  yasrewflwiasT, ¢ GsrdBured srmacr QFrmuly G
umI@Geh g sL6sSL-GT aumL L Wpliuet ) 9y Curser @isamu
&TL9&AGTC D ; 15 Huded BT ITET(Gly. LT M BTUIE)T L|JT6E0T S0 SLI
gsmda@orm LT s HealarCmib,”” Tars o M@iasr.”6

In contrast to Nayakar’s prose, the passage referred to above
contains very few Sanskrit loan words. At the same time the
rhythm in the passage is comparable to Navalar’s prose. And this
is achieved by alliterations and assonances. Similar to Nayakar and
Navalar’s prose, T. V. K. also joined two or three words into
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one unit without ever attempting to write them separately and
thereby making the prose difficult reading. This statement could
be validated only by reading the work in full and not by piece-
meal. Despite these, Katiraivél Pillai Avarkal Caritam is very
much easier to read than the books of Nayakar or Navalar.

While I was studying the writings of Comacuntara
Nayakar and Capapati Navalar, I wrote the first book
in prose entitled Katirgivel Pillai Avarkal Caritam.

Naturally the essential features of their style are reflected
in this work.”

Arumuka Navalar’s influence on T. V. K.'s Style

T. V. K. wrote very little between 1910 and 1913 except a
series of articles on Periyapurapam, with explanatory notes and
brief sketches of the life of Nayanmars as well as a scholarly
commentary on Pattinattar Patarrirattu. It is known from his
autobiography that while he was engaged in writing commentaries
on these works he was also studying the books written by
Arumuka Navalar. Therefore there is every likelyhood to think
that during this period T. V. K. would have been influenced in
some respects by Navalar’s prose style:

Between 1907 and 1910 I wrote a series of articles on
Periyapuranam, giving commentaries on difficult passages
and paraphrases of the stories of Saiva saints. It was
also the period in which I was systematically studying
the works of Arumuka Navalar. Even at this stage I
had not yet developed a specific style of my own.®

It is rather difficult to compare the prose style of Arumuka
Navalar with that of T. V. K.’s for the purpose of pointing out
the similarities between them, because the former adopted three
distinct styles namely (a) a style similar to that of the scholiasts ;
(b) long winding sentences in mapipravala style; and (c) short
lucid sentences.” Moreover the time-lag between the two writers
was pearly three decades and within that period Tamil prose had
developed to such an extent that it came to be used as a powerful
medium for conveying all modern thought. It was during this
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transitional period that T. V. K. started his career as a writer.
Even though it may not be profitable to compare the early style
of T. V. K. with the cultivated style of Arumuka Navalar yet
for the purpose of general study let us evaluate the two styles
with the help of the following passages.

Y Bery waTL S SCw, LiFwLrb, GalgLrb, s, CoumiEms,
@aravflyyw, whsgTul, HyyFb, LD,  FOTOL, &L,
QaTFmaaud, HIpIeD  TET@ID UGTElFaw(®  HmLGuwiany
yorw AauevswsHCo, LUFTwser G580, CaugmisalGun war
urerig SFwpemw  Qaeranflwr Gars58rs58100, Hauun sl st
Q@ eTLIT @UHeuiT BMBSTT. eut wdaraiwumm &mLiIGmn Hws @ 2—wii
@LILIOVT S LIS SWITQF T LICIT.  QOUHL_UI STUI FL], SbHS L)
6T 60T I GBLLd mFuEBY aubseTEaILITD. YAUTSCT BT S
@S suFwrdws uFwFeuat G wesr 1], HalGaudlsarTGo LgsCarear s
Sfssimrriu L. usHEsS%TS CauaCuaTm &MaSTS Gwuiw o
af&wrujb, e _sTwTmE BoHGL CUEBmLmL 2. mLwbssrm Goug
fAresorrédu o LBl sREME@GCN 2 @oTi S SLILIL L 9 (HLEbS Tt
aflL, FBwe s s Cud aus LuMUTEOE&GH ST WEWIL|D 2 L W
aursaTTd GevevmSEBw Fmib gl QUTLDHS b ST S6T.” 10

Though the passage in question succeeds in narrating the
tradition as well as the pious attitude of Gnanacampantar’s father,
the style is not natural. The same details are conveyed by T. V. K.
in the following passage with a greater economy of words and
the perfection of his style instils in us a tranquil charm.

“Barp mTLyBw amEGBpbs AaTRiGn ufseheT T D
giarfl. YsnHel usTalQrar® HeLCuunrssr o o). 9 5l
SDLWEHSS W CoranfiGure i 56@Eth QuEmbLmLw &),

9 SIBLILFUID Aauir sl oW TETOMmH CouBuwi Gmbsir.
Sjoui LSBT 676 M QLT wsHew S Bmwaer ¢h Qe ) Bsbevmib
mLS5 ubsTi. QU HauQLimmor el &8 i, Flouer g wirifl_g
Slgud CuyetL) aumiinbgeurr, !l

From the above comparison it can be said with some
justification that Arumuka Navalar’s influence on T.V.K. while he
was writing the Periyapuranam was negligible. Notwithstanding
the above observation, the prose style in Pattinattar Patarrirattu
and in the passages of Tiruttontar Puranam do 1eveal that
Navalar’s style did influence T.V.K. to some extent. We have
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seen that one of the characteristic features of Navalar’s style is
the great number of long sentences often found in his works.
This distinct feature can be noted in the following passages taken
from the forewords of Tiruttoptar Purapam and Pattinattar
Patarrirat tu.

“ Q1B GTRT FDLLSSST WL S ST V&S Gm et Pt
urwsF AsHur Qpsrumss Aar@L LwLlois &AMl i Hermul
Sauiser GsibHuiuTear swsflur®meSEes FTaur peuT W(HB ST
smers  Qecfwude)msHu  ITTah, eTHBTL G @Ich FDbS
BETE@LTHL Qo @LipCn e wihs GUS S, Qs GV
Fpeun 5TJEH Q5 5;, QFWDSHEH QFUIMSS NS QeaiuBer g h D&
Siren S ITALEH s r M&ramw ST SbShl Glarus L 960
GUO DI B E@THET 9 MILITET (PO  BTUIGT T [TSHEIT. D UTHOT S(IHL-
sfsradar 3w Dal sl &k S0 STl LT LjFmeuTib. B 8% S eI
QumpEH QedaugTd CssdipTi QumLTET © 56T Sl mr@® e uiws
Hmeuril  wRIbSEHEED  SBSIASTOT®L  TDHD QU GUIT HE® MILJID,
9 paHen pud, PUDM@ET STILUTDUSHESGD 6T efls Qg &5GDIPSS
wefss e wruPHfand HmeNFLowts  Geaalpri L (T 6007 & ST
DIGTS,”

“@sams Apin) auriing Hmssuiorwuwouisd of Holaks
BHEHGH AQUmLTET S5 SMFSECaITTy., PATO@® BTGT, ST DS
Boubsgb, guer Gsmpa@iwrdlu @Buyer Qo aflwgvudlest Slmasmud
wamyd, mHSUDOLHLTSIT Lelibgl, Sjeui b 21, ZT GO D M &
Bmsendd wombg, daniyrer GsallwrCrr® 6T (Wb BHGflujeTar
Hm&HGsTm aaT®, WHOTHSUTMUS @I “ gpeoTLcuBar ! @) 5Sms
Gorews silflow o ayedgierer U Seludseigim
oty SgCuer elmbyACDET, S@HET CFu Gousvor (b >
T6T ) GoucwisTig. BT (AT, J)ig WG SHGIT BauaorigwieumHeEn D Baucsrig
W &6l @b S mis STl QLIS LT Sl &7 Sl 5D QLi(p LT,
GBursT GaumT(HBasTL  SlFmidlL urieu HBsawirpLer  Gru
pari HuierGusy  HCrracisSss Coauiaasd, W eTlaT &EHD,
ST BT HTHEHB  SLMWL  LL FPb ST, &rdl, sneT &P, S1ehs!
ot Haueil CangsLymset Qeupbsmef, <pmsTmBs GGUF
@6G5 Sesstivnwus  HmsGCaTovs aTld  eupmsugmarf,
UB S SIOLIT LG b SHET@)(T .12

¢ DSHBAUHLLTE  SEAluEr  TRSEID FUEMSI <9} 6or L9\6tT
7B, @aladTawow, “ LHSE soaimefl QeriL g GFmii v
umigw safleneoe’’ TOTS Gesdipric 96T S50 AmLndsssm
DT o, YUUSHTESDS  BIST 5 gerbsaurflBuin Gauib g
GearymiGari  @m HAvGrwne. e @FTDID  GBBETO  SHEISET
6
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W& & ST LB SDFWEF QFUIS] ; TEFFWISSMFHGL BT BalSi;
&1 FGoum mimwmws G5 &S0 sTLhlLiL s ; hals@ 5T mib a6 ST mib
mIGBWID LIl g) ; Lufe@sT mib LulQsT b LSSt 2riL g ; -
Gsarew mrofls Gaflowuyn e aiwsg ; WUpapw Wellmd QuEmL
Qubm 51”122 :

Apart from such traces of stylistic influences there is nothing
much to compare between their prose styles because during this
stage T.V.K. neither wanted to be magailoquent like the
commentators nor turgid like Arumuka Navalar. Instead T.V.K.
attempted to cultivate a racy, straightforward and lively style.
However he was unable to forget the flowery style and the
frequent use of alliteration because of his early indulgence in the
works of Capapati Navalar. This can be seen from the passage
given below.

“mbepomiw powrsalsr Bed, Gsr Gssmsalsr o s
Foubsusrred (Gulefludovn, o G Tar &5 58w 197 STt
wi5s CQsrasr(h 9 H0 2 earm@msulsy GnbHuireuren g gyl
QU ur s s LS50 GigCw Slar 51 s TUGUT HIb S & 5 s
&T58a LTEUL L Q56TLSDGD LT b LTI S 5His r Gu 1BIT 9. 6OT SHIT Ut
BrEIDOSITLSHGD HBNTHsD  JyeIuTOwmsaly oG s
LT elleomil 67 DUL L. QIS THOID, QLPOUTTSHET BITUIGHT O T 66iT 6T 68T M)
2. ws 2 DFrsswIs FHULL Lss HBTTasHsarTdd elewsral
@Fa BAOH6f LTL 6 QU bHDDUSITISD B)MmsH 6T meor. L raiss
Sy boprinafley Gealurowtsanar walawsariiu b s T DwssL
ucLmaeGor 9Cmab e.ar. Gaarowumsafld wWESTHEumRIST
BL&S D sTomsalld oG &Iymisalms g GFags SFauud
Qe Qruiz50sTaT® STl shsarsHear QurT@®L® T mis6T
QB G e-Wall LIFASswiar afaguibn,”13

The Impact of T.V.K’s style on Tamil journalism

In 1907, T.V.K. started his journalistic career by assuming
the editorship of Désabaktan, a newly started Tamil daily: It
was then stirring political events were taking place in Tamil
Nadu. The work of a Tamil newspaper editor at such a juncture
was formidable, for he had to present news and views to the
masses in a clear, trenchant, vigorous and graphic style. Besides
there was no tradition in Tamil journalism worth emulating except
the lone experiments carried out by G. Subramania Iyer (1855-
1916), the editor of Swadésamitran, the first daily in Tamil
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started in Tamil Nadu in 1899.* The language and style of
Swadésamitran was much to be desired at that time for it
adopted neither the pedantic style of the pundits nor the work—
a-day prose of the masses; it was rather the language of the
rising new middle class which was “laden with English words
displacing intelligible Tamil words in currency and it was a style
which twisted the natural syntax of the language to imitate the
Victorian English sentence”.’® At that time eminent nationalists
jike Bharati, Subramapia Siva and Chidambaram Pillai made
conscious efforts to develop a journalistic style conforming to the
native genius of the Tamil language through their journals, India,
Gnana Banu and Vivéka Banu respectively. In spite of their
earnestness they were unable to escape the pitfalls of the journa-
listic style-often the mapipravala style - that was in vogue in their
days. This can be proved by the following passage taken from
India.

“ oy guauamruied SLOP BrL g SEALTLS ML 5HSH0HT w19 (BbS,
@Cr Aarefiusdflms “&Css05HrdT ” PEW. IO abs
STBVIRIBBISET 6T D& ML) LIGT QI(BHD s mudsh S10ib S ([HEG D—

“ QuEisTe LrTalleT afluich STaTUFaTeds v SbLI&T
sy wBbsrilar 197mlQLoraflued 9L GFedle @rdw reme
saflsr @58l 2 IVTmangs2aT L_56 BbIl Luygr Syerd emaiim et (®
aumn Airager o pecfear e uBurswbHD SRTE WIS LD DS
& $60M VS WINIS  Fo OUIGBLILIS ablev TEReEGETM  seuaLF T
ST SafGT ST S 8516 56 Qaran ® @6 n) mibLySEG 3 °°

(H& umpu © &GS Sy LusB MBI BBSI THEHSL
UL L 6T M) ; &.10.u6T 26515 %W Bl B 555 ST (Bous D
sraT Q&ThsHs &MmLsT).

50s lagusmss Cas LSHEHT ” usdflems aupd BDHHHS
solgus (P LG BT DI i~

“umns HSTUIST LSOITSGT Bjeoramule) DT Teswr wrHTH
go g @TaeT. S, Db IsT Syt B ibsTiT Tt gD eumis o piT
somw sTmE HAwCSTH GerpOuTfley QWpDHDET. YFCFTD
Quriflalsy @bHu FaTy UiHSSSTT BBHS  BGlg.108 56T
a0 5% Bamasmils SDHOUSDGH DHUITEHID LS DHET &
S19BBIT. DDA DEGT LILIGT D DG GTETLID & 2_GITaT RIs Cmeveds



44 TAMILAYVU—12

saflGursy OsnOpar TBHSHS  STLIQUETETTI, @éﬂ@&@beﬂu{‘
o orssr Gu@amw sEdu GiHu Grogl GyHdlSuisr S ms
Qsadulled o7 mmGsTe !

< rdwe ofaguimadary ubHMs SWIPCH CuepyuIr &i—6T WS
WPUTSI—TET D SGHILLG by JBSH STVSSM, laaw
Asaorar yrfwe oSagumsdardvwrd ‘GsF LSz Vefld  gTul
sHP0 Tsiul® whser; e arTsASuT®n iasCsTEHD
TpsUUL® absar. sWPBT@ Soslyn efulilyb mLbhs5Blw
s flund eresreer 27’16

While experiments were in full swing, T.V.K. entered the field
of Tamil journalism to face a new challenge at once unique and
startling. His chief merit was not in discarding Sanskrit words as
such but in avoiding all jargon and in making the language live by
accepting the rhythm of the age. He generally rejected the long-
drawn sentences, the stately epithet, the noun rich in poetic associa-
tions, the subordinate clauses that give the sentences weight and
magnificance and introduced short sentences of precision, brevity

and terseness: His journalistic style was superb because it showed
no signs of effort.

I was a Tamil teacher before I came to journalism, So
I adopted a new style for Désabaktan, a style at once
simple and charming to be intelligible to all. Since then
this has become my natural style.'”

The success and popularity of Désabaktan among the people
of Tamil Nadu was due to two factors. It was a political daily
started for the cause of the National Freedom Movement and
therefore it gained an immediate success by its vigorous
pronouncements on the stirring questions of the day. Secondly
it expressed modern views on all subjects from philosophy to
politics in simple Tamil without indulging in pedantic compounds
derived from Sanskrit, thus revealing the wonderful potentialities
of the Tamil language. Besides this, the style and diction of
Désabaktan not only created a taste for Tamil among the public,
but also influenced the style and method of news presentation of
every other Tamil newspaper in Tamil Nadu.
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In those days the Tamil news papers freely used English
words without ever attempting to translate them into
proper Tamil, but Désabaktan changed the entire scene
by substituting suitable Tamil equivalents for such English
terms. This change was wrought by a slow process and
%Wwithout publicity. Newly coined technical terms soon
gained currency and are now frequently wused in the
newspapers, in books and on the political platform.'®

The Désabaktan was predominantly a one-man production and
that particular man was T. V. K. himself.. His contribution to
Tamil journalism is acknowledged by the vetern Tamil journalist
A. N. Sivaraman of Tinamapi while reviewing the Vernacular
Language Newspapers of India thus: ‘‘The advent of the Désa-
baktan introduced an element of naturaloess to the style of
newspaper language...”'® The distinguished historical novelist and
journalist the late Kalki has pointed out that as a result of
T. V. K’s influence the language of the Tamil journals came
true to the native genius of Tamil. To prove this statement he
showed how the editorials of Swadésamitran and Désabaktan
differed in the presentation of the same news by illustrating with
two imaginative editorials written by him in his book; Bharati
Pirantar, which we quote below.

“epruim ” eTaT @b QuuIgIsy R SLDSSTET FLp S SlesfleT mud
Tsw Gal(® wAPOAISACDET. sSOsTVS HULD 55 HIHG
“ pruim’’ Gausmsr puTBs. L H2%Wé SSTGEHLET FipsSLlp
< fluleflar mib CGararmin  @TuIm ” 2 e @paIliLL LT LsLpa
STGD TaTUS puiflevdv. mp “ cprudm ” s ssTuiaT @) s
spasTs. SO {eHTuin” Bar gofl LD B2owibG ST mih &TeILT M)
B 2 _wsh WpusTs, “Gruig”’ aurys, slps OsuinsleEr
BmaumeT @mis.”’20

T. V. K. profited much by his entrance into the field of
journalism because he was able to cultivate a simple and lucid
style without much of the embellishments of his predecessors.
This does not mean that he had completely renounced the
rhetorical style often studded with classical words and phrases,
for he did use a number of literary terms which by their
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frequency became intelligible to the common man, though they
did not pass into the journalistic vocabulary. For example when
T. V. K. wrote an editorial in his weekly Navasakti, welcoming
the publication of a new Tamil journal from Sri Lanka, he
used three words 2L, syasTs, sTaywrm and a phrase e s
QpOLILILT LI LS ST LD.

These literary terms would be intelligible only to those who
have a good knowledge in Tamil literature. For example the
phrase e s ol uvi L& sSTGWw was taken from the clas-
sical work Tirumurukarruppatai. The editorial is as follows.

“aupeys Howbs STOSEHD SOLDBTL 90 S wibHms
et pewr.  1W&VHQaTI® WL b Sl  Ambgiud  QF uym
an1@sdr, Qi) gsmsebg Iofls@n srilmer dpaun, oizn@
Soauing Bsar Wdmmid ymerTaustmsalialiar b swepk
mQIBTHOWH, uTETUFHS QuITfléaaflsr  Blanmuw, asns&rum'bg
SN Disaflar g 50, uFEHEFIgsaflar L b, G&TwE Qo
soflgr  LaTQrgb 2 TaTS5M 56  GofialliuarausdaBoir 2 cumesr
was@safiafllar min  wpHH, Quouar awbg oFfwes &rgasefar
afomyeyib, Lglvyn me&uww HfS55MS S0 velBIG@HEL LTwwT
Buned Guflamb Hmedacar ey, T CL Tl Lrbg Gasayb
< misefisr yewfluip Coumuuew Bimevsaflar LFaugb, o mrsLbg
S5 QFals® GarL,LBausr oG P LTS, @it Suor )b,
sraifluyb, Qsmerefl_(pb. ®OUMS LD, QLT (HEOBILLD, 2 S60 HTm15),
wasflQ&TLH S 51, 9 HiTBCHTHDL ILLW®S 6T (LSBT 6T (LD & 6D wrpuGurr?
GaiouT pissT UTWIB G, aaTeh QFwb owslar OFwmwaws
Qeriugh Caigw®Bwr ? WOSHAST LFHS US®D, LSFBISL G
Bvemwt wigTm ear” BB &I? W(hS S G5I5CSH R DIIGT T, BT 6wV
Q&HTEWITL.  SHEHFm GO DHaTEHFUWIDTS QTGS DH M QLm0
BhgLp BTLB66 e-an®. H55L6) BTty ey, wavuybs s
srmisn ur@b UTC H&E 6T6T M350 Puia)h o aorGLT 2’21

T. V. K.’s Oratorical Style

It is a well known fact that T. V. K. was a gified orator.
Through his oratory he contributed much to the development of
Tamil prose. At a time when it was considered beneath one’s
dignity to speak in Tamil at public meetings, it was T. V. K.
who changed the situation with his entry as a powerful speaker
in Tamil Nadu. In his hand ‘the language which was considered
rigid, about to break on account of the gigantic weight of
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modern thought was made pliable, just as gold is drawn into
various desired shapes by an artist or an expert goldsmith’. By
his oration in Tamil, T. V. K. not only encouraged others to
speak in Tamil but made them acknowledge the pristine purity
of the language.

As an orator T. V. K. presented a completely different
picture of himself. He was neither shy nor gentle but a fire-
brand who swept the feet off the mob by his inimitable oratory.
He displayed his emotion, imagination and in short, the poet
in him on the platform. He could paint word pictures of the
enchanting beanty of a mountain region, of a forest tract and
of a roaring river. In such prose poems words acquire cadence,
weight and substance, which can be seen from the passage
given below. '

‘piblamms srevdflwni  FAphg S&veoureori; G BIL®
T WD GHTT] ; BTOUGT WU WITT ; Q@O ST LIDbBS BHTL 19
afl_g8s0 uppoursai. Qumm STHM®LLUL L. BTeUTCWIT
BT® QL iEsL 0 afiph gl 5086 GaIBauaruisd, O SlsTraliss s
a1 QM@ s@sstiu L. 9gHBlHur Gusd mTL® e oL&eT
2 055 GFouCuTmhIL oImbsssTl UAss1H, ®asTllg,
mTBL g, “ @bAwT GeTiLd BISTH DG > TaT gy o), BTG BIL-THG
Siflb slameusTa, ot Apliures Q@Eels LTS Gid GETETTE WG,
QLU Cussicd QBSWTANGT L FTmLBEEY 2 s STIéHE
alarmisT QsTHEDE. H20s7T® uraud., HPHusTrBs Galiss
BL&@GGh Fmlysart usdflmesals andsgn (pmdag )
BT QUGS G LILGHLUITT, BT (APD 2 S BTFAUT 555 515D 51 &vorLiflibSTeL
gravglflGumeuts L BTOSHETL LiTissTCw, CuaT@w, FAmLisasT
QupenBu”? cearm sTawianfls Cs55H SHIGITHESIHD T S AF
Qeisgiui. @& wHEMm@® LTaID. 22 :

Even when he addressed the labourers, T. V. K. kept to his
exalted style and mode of speaking. This may be considered a
defect by his critics but it will be seen as a credit to his
personality if language is considered to be‘the ordered pattern
of one’s own thoughts. In respect of T: V. K. this ordered
pattern of thought always remained at a very high level and
as such he neither indulged in vulgar humour to crack a joke
nor in vituperative language to discredit his political opponents.
However his political speeches did criticize the conservative
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faction of the Congress and the policies of the Justice Party
with sarcasm but not without dignity and refinement.

o misdr pearafSuuid wregr MoHACmer. T B HAGmeT ?
@afluywn ? | CuaL_ 558 aaT@IDd BTWSSG afibgimr
s pUBUTABDGET. B&ss DM e-msL G afwiLyl L b, ‘gt b
Slop’ssr Qo | “BCgmpiaGer > arerm aflefli) ! metmi! mer mi !
T M) o_misafl M Fei BISS&HSMTD ; SV 6TCTGTEUTD,

“@hmm @GTaTm? “CodLSs8lDY aGTAm n BIOD 2 B
Qares @orar g). Gapy WSVHS @M HIS%v HHSTMID BESGT
w1 gL ? GaL L giwi T ? @& HE @opuild smwhs R0
BI60; safl BT ; SSTRll BIw. QbBBETNGEG TP bBI®F LSHD
ussfl TaTd@ BOSLILLL g Uil e msedr apsTGer 66T ST
B 015 SIBES D S).

TR G UaHflpermn SRS G YsowwusTss Ggmet meomb.
@aIQT@ Lp@WLYLd @AIQUTHEUT &I RaIGaT® L Sl wudestler mib
CsreT HwBs. Lsimw BraTemLafld) LHWTS® QuiD®S.  WITeT
QamaiTEHd GDAP DU @B STV LLHIIOWI STHOTLD, 2 08I0 2_0a)b
wryser Ly  Lgiomwuls GCsrarmls  Corardll  Lipew
Qum et Car.

“QBuog SO CuaL sl Jasflmw QunGar el puyb
TGS M WITGT 676501 GHC T, LI L Sienwamit Gou L b Guiso.
&y, 50967, wirer slpGumLuid Bidrm e madrs ¢ GsryiaGar !
eraar mi edlafls g eomGeu 6ot .23

In spite of above observations one should not forget the
occasional monotony and dullness which one can perceive while
studying T. V. K’s speeches in cold print. It may be due to
lack of variation in handling the subject matter or to repetition
of ideas on subjects relating to nature, social reform, women
etc. in his speeches. But this is not the defect we find in
T. V. K. speeches alone but it is a common phenomenon in
almost all the speeches of socio-political orators.

The impact of T.V.K.’s oratorical style on his prose works

Among the twentyeight prose works that were published after
T.V.K’s entry into the field of Tamil journalism, twelve had first
been delivered as speeches and presidential addresses while the
rest were originally written as prose works. The following chart
will give a complete data about them.
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List of Abbreviations used in the Chart

Katiraivél Pillai Avarka] Cargitam 1906
Tecapaktamirtam 1919
Enkatan Paniceytu Kitappate 1921
Nayanmar Tiram 1922
Tamil Natum Nammalvirum 1923
Murukan Allatu Alaku 1925
Caivattin Camaracam 1925
Manita Valkkaiyaom Kantiyatikalum 1926
Penpin Perumai allatu Valkkaittupai 1927
Tamilt Tental allatu Talaimaip Polivu 1928
Katavu] Katciyum Tayumanarum 1928
Tamil Nulkalil Pauttam 1929
Caivat Tiravu 1929
Cirtiruttam allatu I]Jamai Viruntu 1929
Iramalinka Cuvamika] Tiruvujlam 1929
Ninaippavar Manam 1930
Imayamalai allatu Tiyapam 1931

Canmarkka Potamum Tiravum (Two Books) 1933-34

Tamilc Colai allatu Katturait Tirattu 1635-?
pts I & II

Citta Markkam 1935
Caiva Camaya Caram 1936
Nayanmar Varalaru 1937
Mutiya ? Katala ? Cirtiruttama ? 1938
Tirukkura] Virivurai pts I & II (Payiram) 1939 &
1941
Intiyavam Vitutalaiyum 1940
Ulloli 1942
Alamum Amutamum 1944
Tiru. Vi, Ka. Valkkaik Kurippukka] 1944
Paramporu] allatu Valkkai Vali 1949
Tamilk Kalai 1953

Ka. Ca:
Téeca
En. Ki.
Na. Ti.
Ta. Na.
Mu. Ala.
Ca. Ca.
Ma. Ka.
Pe. Pe.
Ta. Te.
Ka. Ta.
Ta. Pau
Ca, Ti,
Ci. Ija.
Ira. Ti:
Ni. Ma.
Im. Ti.
Can. Ti.
Ta. CO.
I1&II
Ci. Ma.
Ca. Ca.
Na. Va.
Mu. Ci.
Ti. Vi.

_In. Vi,

Ul.

Al, Amu.
Va. Ku.
Pa. Va.
Ta. Ka.
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Irrespective of the fact whether T.V.K’s works were initially
delivered as speechesi or written prose works, they hold up the
mirror to his oratory. Since he was an eminent orator of his
day his oratorical style influenced all his written works. Some
of his later books and for that matter introductions too are
‘couched in the form of speeches or heart to heart talks’. When
requested to write an introduction to a book entitled Méaittamil,
T.V.K. wrote a foreword in a style similar to that spoken on
the platform.

“ TGS BI0 5 BTL 1960 601 BHEOBTHIP® D &TRISTFOV=D, Flv
WTHTGOT WHTHTHSHE@HD o196 H%VH G CHTH 19 HBHAT. e
Quilgp prdown sHD YDEGHITH BSSUILE IbS6ET.
G6Hg TwRSA0 GMmLILITSE Sjeupmmrumn @earmGw Ggflurn
G @UEuUT G Peoaur wesTHETHSGEHD, STRISHST waTHTEH
S@HD LD GL_Esafle) saBHermar. HyTwrsalsr o DésHD RLIH S
aUBADs. Cuilui—Afwr, QFwar—updlwn apsPOw  LOE;E
STRISEFmaL ubHMl CusSAGT HRTI. @HS QRTBTUIH 2 60T T DS
FHarideTeut wreur ? waT Swr SHTHE 6TET M LT go)Eh CFTOID ;
wypd QFTO)D.

QUOUAlwTyTed  TUULQUDHD  DITBTLSS®S — QUGTTSHS
Bouswsr@au &) eToui s ? Cmp SLWLEWT? STV sL_mwluwmr ?
D BWOSTET SL@WwBWIT? AFTweuTFfseTTaL 8 M 6T HL W 6T6T D
BTGT LM ImDOBUET. 2 mser sSLmwmul BrseT QFaiaEar
Y omFA Sisert ? Hymwd) QuABuITisGeT ! 2 EiseT LT ®ETBIWLISHD
ST o YidAms. e mser yHblds oL misaliBor 9 Hsry
uissn &2%aAssTRHMS. STTEn D TOTERT ? QOTMTULS 2ol
yenLwi L9y b & &2 Briser @5fb6 505 yLILTLWETGng P24

This is not only a characteristic feature of T.V.K’s style but
also a ‘new approach to prose to write as we speak, not
colloquially, but elegantly, as on the platform’. This type of
prose has many things in common with speech. Speeches are
generally intended for the masses—alteast most of T.V.K’s speeches
were-and as such the style mu.t be simple, straight-forward and
arresting. Unlike writing, the sentence in speech should be short
and effective forceful and living, in order to engage the attention
of the multitude. Speeches should also appeal to one’s humour?
the light side of life, so as to retain one’s interest, but T.V.K’s
speeches always appealed to mobler and more sublime emotions
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and yet managed to command the attention of his hearers, which
was a mystery to many of his critics. Nevertheless the key to
this riddle can be found in his won speeches. Unlike other
orators, who spoke at length, T.V.K. would throw a series of
questions at his audience in the course of his speech making
them to think as well as to await his reply, which he would
give after a pause. At times the questions in themselves would
contain the answers: Such passages in his speeches, when analysed
carefully, can be rewritten in a day-to-day conversational form,
which brings an unusual familiarity between the speaker and the
audience.

c¢ &rc&rm@mmé sl mrG! panises sSLTTES
Garar Hw y,, @rulmi, Fruser, wew, s wsOwuar @UGLTW S
Toleur M sTETLILRSET DaT P 3 Weusars SLeoTTsHs ST (D
swal QUeurw s CuTHssiL®AnBsT? ybmTafls) SL 6T saal
sPISBILLL 5. “SHEMR SOMQWMMTE SHRISL W oI T 6T
s FTOaTaTCm Tt mib, ¢ 2 @rl@Qusbeurd  mleT e s o8
wpH MG S@orL-Tu1’' eTeT Mib MmIDWT DT @PHUIBHSDH0 5T
wawfloucranar  avell QUOLTWS amls? “sauLBs srld
Cam s L Gg BaTevwd > eret gy sevaflwisst 8my @LIOUTp &1 Gur HéaLi
LUPSE DG ? HTE QsTEMWEWT? Tvg &olorGuir ? OsMluwaisvu,
@woreisd QuipmadL Qo Dau@ed sTETGUTT 6T é 5% Guir ?
BT SO SIS sLajorTs LGBt o5 5% Guir ? Lymas
BTG TDLIFTET SHpsHds TOENTTRT  HWMEHTD, 6T HUIGT
S@Cwatl, wmgswer Hmaig et m CurpmiBauri o g gi%vor Guit ?
SLEZ%VG S@TLGID &Ly S BHCUTHOTBFT ? wvemuiL
uTigs5 &  wrGurst aarm  @®Burmer@rr ? &HBW5Hm 5
@mrsslar gib & GUoT 6T ©\6UT 63T M1 eg(,fiﬂufﬂﬁ:@urr@m@a'rr? @HTud Hew m&s
sy “ &ayer T M CQFrBourany s ST 3@)Ld, FHrsrs
&Lty “ wavfloisor@ * o161 WAPBauTErs ST, BHTés%Ts
“Garuren ¥ TaTm sWBaurlidy, GYlurmsmwus Gsl @
“Baralbsr ” oTaT M Fo 5 5TOCUTAM%D, siblp BTG ! mibwomp
WM& PRSI sTLdAmw GUELITep s auprisT@uir 25 ;

This technique was adopted in T.V.K’s original prose works
as well, not so much to engage the attention of the reader but
to impress his point of view on the subject in question. -~ By
adopting this technique in the following passage, T.V.K. succeeds

In emphasising the fact that nature is the visible corporeal
manifestation of the invisible spirit.
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“e_arGarreafl aflorss5 5158 WsH smewreimis s o a1 erb,
o _siTarD 6161 OF Ul g ? o 6T @B6&H—BI&eTLIL 8. TS 26T e &P
2 (HhUSMS. TAYBSDS? 558510 2 (HhUSWS. 5550 2_(H S5 D
2_GTOT 2 _GTOT 2 6T @pTie) GHTET Mih. 2 6T @HITma 2 6rQarTerfl
wiss auflur@® Csmer. auflur® ymsSlain Blepse Gausor Bib;
IssHVD Bspsv Coumwr@b. IYsauplur@G Hurer  Cuirs
QusTLI g, STRTSHSTV 2_aTQarTafl alloTBIGSHD RBSEV. SWIT6T
I®We5G ponui®, YCus o mrie), Qurgmw st
Cousor@b. G®OUSLQHOMTID g UKL  FIDJF  FOTIOTTEEID:
FRTIOTT5H5 UTLHH®S 2 6TtRarTofleE 2% 5b 3 SHIb. 26

Secondly T.V.K. would conclude his speeches by giving a
éummary of all he had said in a few crisp sentences. Such
epitomizations exhibit his clarity of thought as well as his
power of diction. @ Whatever might be the subject, the language
he adopted to summarize his speech was acute and logical. One
of his best works, UlloJi, which was first delivered as a series
of speeches and later written in a style similar to that spoken
on the platform, treats abstruse subjects like mind and matter,
realization and prayer and inner light with perspicuity. The
following passage is the quintessence of what he had elaborately
said in three speeches. @ The condensation is made in thirteen
simple short sentences, where even one word becomes a sentence
not only for simplicity but also for clarity.

“ @bETOD apoums  @bHunayd  apaiws Frowepn  Guel
vl @aTarar ; WpHETV QbIuITe)b, B _ssTe QbAUTab, anlbs
FrEBUIiph (pavellb Frowiapd 6TLiLng. eueTib gl GsUih ST TGTLI 1D,
Boarw QhIur THETLS aIpRGHDG TRTLGID, @)bHurals
Wifl g6y g &f eTaiour m BISWHS Gl TaTLSID NS SieoTSaLILIL.
19.(1H 5 S GOT M6, BT L 919 L1 S St eu P DD 55
wrpiul L St uTpsma, LDINdd o wira) STipey &@m S, sC0 1,
©)L15057 GTOTL9.GWID, & GTIT L_TEWLD,, &GTOT (APLY. QULPES G (L% S FIDLIT STUIBISGIT,
eBarar Grulbldrmw, o&rTiys Car@ss0, ablbsi-Lpevedb
Goup i (1pSHIGT TGHT MU, §)8:@&®DUTHSET BB gL Aauis
focfl YWPSIAT THTMID, @UCLIWSH HoL S sarer B %
PUDODUISTHT S T&T DI, Rl QurmerTasTy oI® 5%V ww nHd
ol ThE S0 Coumr@w TRt MIb, bpw HACLBL  QLiHEIS I
Q15560 G @b oTeT b, APSOD STRSTIV FIBSH D WUILT S0
Gaucwor@b eTeT MItb aflaT &6 LiLi (D6 ar 6or. **27
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T.V.K’s method of giving the essential points of the entire
book in a few pages or in a short paragraph can be noted in
many of his written prose works. The following passage taken
from Intiyayum Vitutalaiyum is a typical example to cite.

“mwg m1® G Curpas e fow Hubg H-G560 s6orss(B.
eflow Qup mrliyd i UVG®OD Baro e-®WS Sl
umBmi. urgHurt aTSSHIOD Bt m BTEBHG e S55TT P
Qebslpl  uTesary  umy. i BgesHdlar  peoT ST S
Sobgri. Gsssdlar v s&vsarTd LWITSST  ETISHSHF
Qeuyd o Moowds LT sariw  ymed, urTrd e @ibd WS amud
aflar b @lbs g1, Cp56 advsall 516 &MmssmwLLTS © Coeb
Coon” a@rmy enaug STEH®HS Fallsé sassGuwmEb.
uTgSuri  urLwsaflsd Czeusd HSIDLSDEGS STFETD DU
Cses a&%variB g @sTaIrL LG AT Eb. 28

Another important similarity is that the concluding sentences
of most of his prose works, whether original speeches or not,
end with an alliteration like eumps! arps!l; @aues! Qeausks!;
s7ps! erpa!! which shows not only one of the aspects of his
style but his optimistic view of life.

T.V.K’s written works reveal that he was a consummate
essayist. His essays were either written for his own journals,
Désabaktan or Navasakti or for other journals in Tamil Nadu.
They have come down to us in the form of collected essays,
entitled Décapaktamirtam and Tamilccolai allatu Katturait-tirattu
parts I and II. Most of his essays, unlike some of his speeches,
were well organized and well planned and written in an admirable
style. For example in Paratiyarum T&capaktiyum one can find

the poetic flights and the great imaginative sweep of T.V.K. at
their best.

“ SO BT 19.60 LILTHTBSHM TS Qo auprIAs CmTevorig. (BH S
Bord) el sb—waslorb—srihsg) ! wavlorn eTiibs &) ereT m
raor® T s BOSGDIADS. Jbord ekels gaflmwwr
fAsQaTHTY BB5517? uvgp goflow  ofHEQsTETY MBS St
9| 5SHMGI WOFID FTUIGS G !

mwg weoflorhd yvle) Ty Taraib Gror® Ho%wear
ydLwgl. &S soflafisr s UAbBs sdvsarmid &a1BsEHs5 G0
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Barhe@psEn Jaraladv. @massH HAVUT—LNSME &H&S6T—
L QuTiflesdv, QSGTAWTHSEHEN), YRHVEHEEAD 1P SN QST .
SAWSHTTID oIl g eyd Gariig @i HymwmwLiw Lp&H58eTT 2 _Umss
SUTURT, WMMLLL, 55 Sy, Quer SaliLy,, Ffs gLy, FLL ULy,
BAL, ofpliy, s Lusadr mau® TaT@aTeaT M ML g ?
QU s6adarl) 15515 sTsENsSar apmd abg wafluyb OFeT D
Oasirallsslmin sTiibs Sl. IbwTSSET STHaNs) QITBES LMD
S@pid, BLpedles euSns e ulisepd Gafl ararar uTGLBD? 25 SHHU!
wyo Gborefléd Gsmer miwr P

% * *

“ Guwapeh FTBSCHT ? Fibgiayw oL GHT ? 6TeT M M
ABmd; WFCMb; YVwHHACMD., SHIaumeTr  GwuioTdil,
ussuer Fbgiaumy oleTmS mb eguSud momw L@
MBS

UTEhFTeV ARG5S H—LTT S OF 75 S— JGHFT CImEHME — 91,6007 L
®BDLDW — HUITS  QUOT TV — SalSaTame — svgu Slanul — G efl
TaT8m erwrGur ! LTgrFTlulsasr juwms aTarCm BrIGHD ! LTTS
Bsaflullsar Lo TaTCm Bh@Eh ! wgud Gurarn s52vamr—GCss
118 ST —HBT D 67651 G m QU MIBUTD! ©_GTRT 2 GTOT 2SMGT 2 (15&H 1 53
o _GTaTE! GBS M Hi:

Uty s wHsGar! mwg JPHUIT OTET DLISFTUI 6T RIKICTD
wresTLri ? o_crefl o el e m@msdar. Corueurdidule T ?
L@&maudsd LT @er gt T? 9! 9! Omehan HigsH DSl

mFwdT G wrsni GurbsBursl, e-MawlGUTTsaser s,
Upup S ® @Lmwsw, GurdSav 9 Sarfluiar Sig guwired, wridsd
sTwbsTrd, ofFsissdaru)or mwg FArsgm  afyseuissd
Hobs 3. @aiurm pTlB65Ts dhss st e ulii sobsTi?
ApouiBld  yerem  OmehaLar urrs BIL® e-flowd Gumded
@sirguili 51w wguPuicsr Css LsSmuI—aly S G—-oTBImITD
Lspeucv@eorid ? 2’29 :

Though the poet in him did not create the best poetry, yet
it did create some remarkable essays which can instil in one
some of the finer emotions. The last ten essays which he wrote
on the death of eminent.sons of India, his own friends and his
kith and kin, are some of the finest elegies in prose. Very few
essays on the same lines, like that of Kalki’s editorial on the
death of Gandhiji®, can stand comparison with the moving essays
he wrote on the death of his nephew, his beloved friend Dr.
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Mani Iyer and the jewel of India, Lala Lajpathi Rai. The
language in these essays goes hand in hand with his gushing
emotion. Words in them gain an unusual weight, sound and
appearance, which at once make the sentence good to look at
and good to listen to. The real index of T.V.K’s personality can
be said to be his prose elegies.

“QUITGIT & Fl6T &(HEIDILYLD, MIT GB)LIG S (LHLD Ligreninu et 0 Gaul pesT et
T @erarar ? e OmBs usmw e b wevsaflsr GFplajib,
D, Baguyd, oAb e GTeTHMSS SHUTHGTDRT. (WS D
GPTERSIT QETaITL 0 GCHTWITL VTS IJYWMEFBSHID Qplgujd plgU|D
wpsBsHan D F5pb & SUpPH S LTS IUTD QuTedujm ST ujb-
Iwwdvasaflar 2 L yoe@sreuTy usbul.Gl  GurtsgtQeuet i
QuUITLHlLHSIT 560 Hb HIGTET YLPGLD-LIVGTHENT RGT M QFuIdleT mevt.
wvwFAulefler mib swraimy Blag Bavgwreas &ifbginh & b gib
BoHGw Cosmélsr CuBsGL, uarlm Qsmmsalll G Wflur g
9ot 5385 oL Fslpbg BHGD SUPHGT 2 WTeYD, e 6SHEHL IT
Baa0lGT M aurpsmes HIS%TTOURTE SFDHMAE &DHoL 96Tl
H &G aTarLghgs QFg Qargaeafldr mLLpb, T @ivBs oL
uswsiuL b afgs Lgsbamars HapdlarHaTGar  6TeT mib
QUL DOTD.  YDOSUDTLY., UG BosH0, umbCsTBaum s
CnTeGl, 981, usmE WIss WIeWsS APFCHTED 9bDELGT 5
Corardmmi. uvsmws sTLduidvrs GLgup o wTGLr?
ST FYIHGD  WAT H1EGWw  @Goflwe G usmwulsT @ub Sl
6T 681 Qwt 63T MU T LIGLIGHT 17

* % *

“umpw GriuiGuliomL @ AOoTT; Qubmsl LGRGY ;
BB AHST 2 muysr, 3 saier wVulwE ; BNV ; &Tigbo%uv;
SL6O0&%V. @6 WEVDLIL|D JHllenwiud ST L b &L S
BET b B GuIDE®s Fo- DIGGT QHBEAT. UL &Hafldr pib of i
TWbgl, CUDHEVE CaTgsmTb WIS WIRsLTY LSoTH 5,
SEVHGNE ETUIS G1, RETDILGT QREHT M WPLIQUD, H&&HH) afipT 5
our m1 Weeflime @ OsTibs We®ser QHTasTL. auTay Bleny s efeT
FLLBIST QSTLII GO USETS & 550 S siib. HlL_mGsefled
uruyd BT wevyps®sciafliarom @Y smi 959 & 6T
Burar BimHBGL. Lt BT a@Tnm AmaeTid ST L6
EICEICT R <2 GIGUGIT LD GrrwiBul e &Gl Qur BIQ L OILITSL
LWIGTUL L &]. P60 955 aflarn wr @meved BmTens &6 @vibem &
@auoL yaflwd yraes YSTE  wpeTpmes Gargrenm wAipid
3BT YIS HIE@D PV NTH Goubry LSr apmiAed  (1p 68wy
wymiser efiflb gl LFb g Liihg @me) QeuuiBuirgy . er QuiT @ gib ;
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QurmsaTT &Tmy QBTEH Wam &©E T(HHEG ML S5Tag WSt
@spaer LFel wFksdm Grré@w ; AmisarT srsb &eTefl & e
WL g UL FosTamr (eS80 STHISET &y sy UTTS &l B®SSGD ;
srafiGaramat L&y LranmL. posdwer wiksSaTuh C&Y.sSaru)n
srosauyn Waoflg g Gt LLibg @Gmnurhg S SEb;
ST L_&hih ST L &b (peTef] wpord] gL GgranL. gp® ST @Lin Sar
QemLLmL. SN &m8w gubu STl SFammi. BTwymed 616560
smwsmd SHMmoY QeTelaid asoLmssHN oyfl  pHeOus
AP &&6T W(hS SIEH @Fuiuyb.!

As an essaysit and stylist T.V.K. was very careful in his
choice and placing of words because the proper force of words
lies not in the words themselves but in their application. For
example ‘the passages in which T.V.K. describes the natural
~ beauty of the Tamil speaking area of Sri Lanka and of the
towns in which he addressed conferences, or of the suburban
Madras of his boyhood, then dense with orchards and gardens,
are prose poems in which the writer evidently enjoys the descrip-
tion and choice of words. In his deliberate descriptions of
nature, he relishes the names of trees and plants and describes
them with a verbal luxuriance and richness equal only to the
rampant and dense vegetation of a tropical grove’.

6 9ISFID TSI P EHFTW 6T &I P sTHTLRT “Glpuigs:"s5@ aflorms
W &BWT THRTBT QsMlual®v ! @mamr airuds QUB ST M)
Frrdaliug b adTmd, BB ICHFT®W 61 6T MIb
“Guurs”? e aribHmsEng Guigw! fAmomw e mpear
QUITEBLLB ST SmUugid HApparrisdns oon® @ &imiEGuGIbD,
B a1 B o LImeyb JFFSSGTUTDHUL LT b, e QL
S@e®WUIET LT HULL @TITD, 6LUEHbSmeDuLmWS GHTmpmL
TG M1 QY MiGhT CHraTearni.’’s2

Apart from the literary, emotional and imaginative type of
essays, we find in Tamilc-colai allatu Katturait-tirattu, pt. 11 four
essays in the form of manifestoes, in which one can truly perceive
T.V.K’s skill as an essayist. The language is precise, perspicuous,
acute, logical and taunting. @ Moreover the literary quotations
also highten the sarcasm in such essays. The following passage
is a scathing criticism on E. V. Ramasami Naicker, the leader of
the Dravida Kazhakam, with regard to the objections he had
raised to T.V.K’s articles entitled ‘Social Reform.’

8
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“ smslmé “Apdarn’ aarg GmiuL. widT STSEFAWSTSS
BTHiser &BHUG saump. @GauTm wWresr gaB@a “ G5 sTer
w8t aupsab *? eraTny QFTevaSi ST, 6T STLITE BGBT LyLy,6u57 (B
Bevor Lmn oIt [@mmmmdl Ly Suyib 6168 81 5 S mIseT QsaiuCar @sT kg
@a1eTareaisidv Ta1Bm sTove R ABmsiT. ¢ srusEm & &b e Qe
wrer M&GTLGU3W ”’ TETY SBsHT WETESTETOD AT o mISGT.
25 Garow adoLBuuinsen. dAipParr asan@® @ gimsem
SFFHHTur HUL L OSGT M SFTSHHL UGBS GL S0, QUL
Cuopm “ Appatid > o6 gub QaTL 1T, grisr CmiuLs GPILILSTSS
STRSH HHEW G &0 52 L0 Quifl gitb eumbs&Gmeir. 33

The passage quoted above tries to define ‘what is fear and
what is courage, in the course of which T.V.K. used the word
fpMderd, which means ‘low class’. By the context in which the
word appears it may be interpreted to mean that it was not due
to fear that T.V.K. overlooked criticisms and kept away from
men of low mentality; but the word may also refer to persons
of low mentality in general or it may particularly refer to
Ramasami Naicker himself. Though T.V.K. later took much pains
to emphasize the fact that the word did not refer to Ramasami
Naicker, yet he took particular objection to that word.

“sbgiand oaTug wrwTeTAWD;  wWTeW FLIb; QuIbems
THTDIEH  OF rbwILBh.  wrew  aper gy f pb. Ymay, &5
&S50 T ABS THTURT. & 55 wiow LB BITT®w uTiihs &l
9| ST LIBD 3555 T, 3555 wIewuisr Famamw 9y A
LIOW. &55b0 Pl CUISTDSI. & 5s1d BiGursta &1 L9y HmH
Sy CuIaTD 51 &5558 6T srflwib DB Bl . &S5 6 HT sniflwib
T@. Wrdpdulisr enflub @Gmus s BIGTES Q6 WLULSST M
S1W 6. @b WPUUSHT OB CgTmes, Bupiar aums Qsmesr
DIHBM. Q1T GTHM Y 55 sumisaiar efuriestor S

&Fewt LioueT Guinsmisaer,

e uffln o lwrmweou Bads s 8 uCursd g Baurss
B®oaud 25D wrwr &7Muik HeTT 55 50TSH%T S B 5IF T
HoussT GUIsRIGMTTEE Boisdmar. Symauseried o udi o mHeyb
AnOsriflaud Qumba aerssin 2ADLEDGI. G T gieuTs cTebevT S
SSSIUmSTT QD 2 ufi aforsHm QubmIb, Apliurs ger B
3 Fd arssb CUDMISTAD G 3. g TS5 ? 5 ST
55 loud.

e_ullir, oflarée s HeirQuTmL G Lo 58 geumisar Ling ing Gus.
B®DUGT DML 5w ST wiTsd Oupm eumrisTd, g 5% Bud
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st 5m5 YITHD THTE@ID PHAD URWBLEUTS LHL-GT
AL, HuDubGID UEGHF oGHFRHD darUL@BD.  Boeusar
e uii Qumib Gurs A& alarssd QuoADS. e-uli 56T s
HeUGHT — LB 6T —sTGT M) 2T T USTHADS). @ueariurs alers
BE® G BUOGN G HOT 5SS

urLEUTHET Fhwib TeTL G Geumib CuFsaT mI; APFFET M.
9] F) 3 BIUM S aTRIGD 2 T . 3 FIUID STERT 6l 6T &5
eflsr pid @mmiat g, Hosneé WpwmnHF GuewBw; Cwmflu wpwumnsf
Coumwor®w. GBmflw pwmfudv ol Ts. SHHUS®SHS G®D
o MIGU &) 9 PO WITSHT &l

emaucsr  FHutarsHi Juidmer. Hurerd wHr @pIr
QouaT & Lmward @@ usLEUMD; pHuaTd JaTssL oD ; Iy
werd aNPou s wyb, Greyb HUTSTSID pp oL LIgTeveT T
oLl @ Lgalars s Gs50 saB. ol BTS WLPSHID
TP, BTHD H_bH160 STHTAT QITRIGD ? @A Db HTEE@HWL. BT HW
Uy e ;8T Yme_ BT BBt s f wefls@w, GuBsv 616 ar
OmsAma ? @Fmb  @v. Qeumpid LT —gsbulb—Caer—
ugQeunfll mBs Surarn GLbAums  uFLaiafl TSVw DD
DIBTTL_D.,  HUTOFD BT SDUMF QFVQID SHEATWLU S, QY SUD
&L-bg &l uFauaf ; LIFbELUITmET, 34

These manifesto like essays not only reveal T.V.K’s analytical
mind but also his psrsuasive language. In these essays the
language is handled in such a way as to make one see in them
the real intention of the author. Some of his essays on politics
bear witness to this fact.®® The originator of persuasive, logical
and argumentative types of essays was undoubtedly T.V.K. His
craft of writing political essays found its full expression later in
the hands of C. N. Anpadurai, especially in his collected letters
entitled Tampikku.

Another important feature we find in T.V.K’ prose is the
lucidity with which he expressed subtle reflections. It was achieved
not only by his grasp of the subject but by his clarity of thought.
He never attempted to be grandiloquent in works of this nature
but simple and clear. In UlloJi and in certain parts of
Paramporu] allatu Valkkai Vali one may find it rather difficult
to understand T.V.K.’s thought and if one had no training in
Siddhanta, Theosophy and Occultism, its implication will doubtless
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escape one’s grasp, but no one with a moderate education can fail
to understand what the meaning of each sentence is. The
following passages are good examples to prove some of the above
observations.

“ Sl 6T Hi & g Mlevewranw ’ TaT @I CuFDE®BHS SL_LI
g & 51 @upGCouri pevorLcuet Lm EarsaTTout.  geut QFw DS HEH
@Fwie Quicur. yorL aueT e Saruir 5 MG

UTLLm & SImes Catsvor(Heu Sl ;

Barewgm s wTHm Gaussr Beugluds ;

sTBdE L Caiws Hadlslu ;

apsmaL Ligse Coaiwst (He gl ;

2 % pmise Gaueoriguwl Hevv ;
Sawenw nﬁffﬁ,g Blesur & LU DA Q6T MI &7 Q)b 36
An evaluation of T.V.K’s prose style

We have seen how T.V.K’s literary training, his innate gift
of oratory and finally his experiences in journalism left their
impact on his prose writings. In conclusion we should remember
that he was essentially a craftsman, who above other things in
his writings aimed at a wonderful balance of phrase and rhythm
in sentences. The rhythm in the following passages is one of the
essential features of his prose.

“ SIBF I DHTSHOT TH DI RUET GHOUFT DL HEGT mevr i ?
SD|QUMT W& T ST 6T 6T M)

SO I OLPSHEGT MGUT T ;

SCORTIT 2] LP S SHIGHT MGUTIT 3

9 B 6hiT LSBT GOt T ;

DRTLIT LS GOT Mo (T ;

»T(h) YTLPSHH W 5 ;

2 VG ZWLP&HS M g 8T

Even his paragraph ‘has a rhythm of its own, a rhythm of
thought and feeling, a variation therein introducing a different
paragraph.  Paragraph construction thus becomes natural and
simple without the necessity for any elaborate systematization’.
So, as a deft artist, T.V.K. chiselled out a new style which is
in conformity with the pristine purity of the language. In
contrast to Maraimalai Adikal, who attained purism only by
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sacrificing naturalness, T.V.K. achieved an equally pure style
without sacrificing exquisite grace, dignity and mellowness. In the
words of Professor T.P. Meenakshisundaran, T.V.K’s style ‘breathes
a new aroma of modernity.’
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FAMILY INTERACTION IN KURUNTOKAI

Dr. C. BALASUBRAMANIAN
Professor and Head, Dept. of Tamil Language,
University of Madras

The word karpu takes its origin from the word karpittal, -
since the lady is taught by her parents to love and obey her
husband, regarding him as her Lord and receive proper sugges-
tions from him as to her conduct and relationship with others
in society. According to Tolkappiyanar, karpu is the hero’s
acceptance of the lady from the parents in the appropriate
manner with due rituals.! Even without the consent of the
parents of the bride, the hero will marry her at his. house
performing some rituals after making a successful elopement with
her.®  Further, Tolkappiyanar adds that when falsehood and
neglect of duty came to prevail in society rituals confirming the
marriage in public became a necessity.® Thus the custom of
having rituals gained currency only in later times. The word
karapam means ‘rituals’ or ceremony. The solemnised marriage
brings the responsibility of the husband to the lover. He has to
learn the art and secret of life; and cannot afford to be
wayward or reckless in his attitudes and actions: So karpu is
the end of kalavu.* karpu is preceded by kalavu in most cases.®
Some scholars differ in opinion and hold that only kalavu course
had led to karpu.°

Betrand Russell observes: ‘“‘Marriage is something more
gerious than the pleasure of two people in each other’s company;
it is an institution which, through the fact that it gives rise to -
children, forms part of the intimate texture of society, and has
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an importance extending far beyond the personal feelings of the
husband and the wife”.?

The marriage remains an inevitable thing and it teaches some
lesson to the young couples namely the importance of leading a
life with a sense of responsibility.

The traditional and the clandestine are the two means of
getting a bride in marriage.®

With married life begin some duties to be performed in
society. The married people should live well, and do their best
to promote the happiness of others.® They must be generous
and help the poor by alms giving. The happiness of a contended
married life is described by a poet as oran valcic ciril valkkai
i.e. ‘a life led happily with the possession of a cow’.’® It is
generally believed that the coming of the bride to the hero’s
house has brought prosperity and happiness to his home.':

It is customary for the lady-companion to visit the young
couple to know how they are living in the new place under
different circumstances. She may be sent by the girl’s mother.
A lady-companion after visiting the house of the heroine, happily
remarks to the mother that the hero rarely forsakes the heroine??
and is always in the close company of his sweet-heart. A lady-
companion, seeing the hero showing an unbounded desire to be
always in the company of his wife, sympathises with the hero
for all the sufferings that he underwent during the - clandestine
stage of love when the heroine was seen rarely by him.!®

The foster-mother also visits their house and feels extremely
happy when she sees the hero’s boundless affection for her
daughter.  She observes that when the hero goes on an errand
of the king, he does not stay away for a longer period from his
house but returns immediately after accomplishing the work that
was assigned to him.'* :

There is one beautiful stanza in Kuruntokai where the happy
domestic life of a couple is described. The young lady cooks
delicious dishes for her husband. She beats the curd with her
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tender fingers resembling kantal flowers. She tucks up her skirt
with her stained fingers and while she seasons the dishes with
spices the smoke gets to her eyes which are like water-lilies,
soft, cool and attractive. Her husband compliments her on her
cooking and her face brightens up in joy.'* Here is a poem
dealing with the simple joys of married life and the blithesome
response of a voung girls to the comments of her husband.

Porulvayir Pirivu (Separation for Wealth)

As it is seen in the previous pages, young couples enjoy a
blissful life after their marriage without any restriction.’® But
this happiness will not continue for a long time unless sufficient
wealth is earned. The maxim of Tiruvalluvar is also to be noted
here. “There is no joy in worldly life without the means in the
form of wealth”.’” The chief qualities of the hero according to
Tolkappiyanar are nobility and determination.!®  Since without
wealth nothing can be attained in this world, the hero with great
reluctance parts from his wife, for a while giving up the joy’s
of home-life. For the life of a man without enough wealth, in
this world, is as dark as the night.'®* A heroine pathetically
remarks that the ultimate aim of the hero is nothing but to
hoard money and he has no affection or kindness towards her.*®

There are several kinds of separation that are enumerated by
Tolkappiyanar®® and one among them is the separation on
account of the hero’s pursuit of wealth.?* This kind of separa-
tion is common to both kalavu and karpu.

The lady-companion assures the herolne that the hero would

drop the plan of parting with her, since it means the very end
of her life.

The hero will sometimes intimate his wife directly or indirectly
his intended departure from her lover in search of wealth and
sometimes he does not fintimate it.

The hero thinks that if he intimates his intended departure
to his wife she should not tolerate the separation and permit him

to take up his journey for amassing wealth. But the wife, on
9
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her part, thinks that he would not separate from her at any
rate. When she actually comes to know that he has separated
from her in search of wealth to a distant country, she languishes
and faints as though she has been bitten by a snake.”®

When the hero departs from his wife after telling his intended

journey to his wife, he gently caresses the soft tresses®* and the
white forehead®® in order to console her.

Celavu Aluikal (Delay in Departure)

One of the pleasant devices adopted by the hero to make
the heroine realise the importance of his going away and elicit her
consent is to show genuine fondness towards her before his
departure, The lady-companion puts forth her arguments to stop
him away from his intended departure by telling him that it is
not wise to break the union of his wife in preference to the
value of wealth. The hero is perplexed. He also feels that the
separation from his sweetheart - really means an end of youth.?*
He postpones his journey when he finds that his wife is sad at
his departure. This is called by Tolkappiyanar celavu alunkal,
ie, °‘telling the wife of the importance of his journey and of
his quick return as soon as his task is over’.*’

Pangs of Separation

“Normally, however there is no more than the grief of
temporary parting; the Indian poet does not describe the bitterness
of love lost on one, who does mot return it or on one whom

fate takes irrevocably away, but he excels in pictures of the

sorrows of temporary separation of husband and wife, when the
former, as often, must go on journey”.?®* This truth observed
by Dr. A, B. Keith accounts for the - existence of many karpu

poems on Sseparation,

When the hero parts with his wife and goes in search of
wealth, the latter languishes her miserable separation. Some-
times it seems to her that the separation of the hero fiom her
is justifiable, since the expedition taken by him is only for the
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welfare of the family. She is very much distressed over the
separation.

The loneliness ;and pangs of separation on the part of the
wife afford a good opportunity for the poets to exhibit their
poetic talents to enliven the love-poetry: J. M. Murray rightly
remarks thus: “Love poets are but seldom the singers of
happiness in love; and the greatest love-poet of our own time,
Thomas Hardy, has given an expression that is immortal to the
intolerable anguish of desiderium”’.%®

The mental agony brings forth some weakness and waning in
her body. She does not have an undisturbed and peaceful sleep
at nights. Her anklets and bracelets slip away from her hands
and arms. She does not like to put on new dresses and jewels.
During the period of separation, she does not wear flowers on
her tresses and nor does she arrange tresses properly.”A Her
natural charms fade away in dismal brightness. Tears in profusion
she sheds and her eyes are swollen and turn red with weeping.
Her pretty forehead loses its natural colour.

Nearly one fifth of the collection of Kuruntokai deals with
the theme of separation and its consequences thereupon in
married life.

The sad wife remembers the soft caresses of her husband,
his tender love and concern, his attempts at consoling her and

the gentle way he spoke to her and wiped her tears, when he
was by her side.®* :

Paruva Varava (The Advent of the Season)

The hero promises his wife to return in early rainy season.
He is held back for some reason; time does not wait, and rainy
season sets in. The ‘advent of this season’ brings fresh sorrows
for the - lovely wife. She has to spend many long and dull
evenings. When she thinks of the night that follows, her grief
js more. It is like swimming across a river only to find oneself
confronted by a vast flood wherein the chance of survival s
remote.*’
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The rainy season dawns.and adds further miseries to her.
Kar (early winter or the rainy season) laughs at her = with its
mullai (white jasmine buds) teeth, as her hero has not returned

to her. He has gone in search of wealth but has lost sight of
her blooming youth.®®

The koprai ‘,ﬂowérs that blcom early enhance the sorrow of
the lonely wife and she chides them for their early appearance
and ‘presumptuous’ flowering ®¢ The deer frisk and play by the
road-side after a drink of fresh water in the puddles.®® The
ladies adorn their tresses wtih fresh konrai flowers.®® The pittikam
buds turn red.®” The shepherd boys wear mullai buds on their

locks.®® The wnorth-wind blows chill and is cruel to "the lady
who is alone.®®

All these things intensify the pangs of separation in the
heroine. She hopes nothing but the broad shoulders or the sweet -
embracement of her hero would be a consolation.’® A heroine
says that she will be grateful to those who are prepared to
proceed directly to her hero with the yellow flowers of sponge-
gourd (pirkku) that blossom in the rainy season and tell him
that the heroine has similar marks all over her body.*! Tolkap-
piyanar calls this tfarkatjurutal *?

One of the lonely hercines says that the mornings and
noons are mo more different from the sad evenings for her in
separation.*® Another heroine says that the colour of her skin
takes on a bright glow with the embrace of her hero, and at his
parting it changes and sinks to paleness, like the duckweed that

expands when touched and shrinks back when the hand is taken
oﬁ“

The companion consoles the lady that the sight of the male

elephant’s tenderness to the female, in helping it to eat the

tender shoots, will remind the hero of his wife and hasten hlm
homeward soon.*®

This kind of consolation oﬁ‘ered by the lady-compamon is
known as ampuru takuna iraicciyut cutyal i.e.,

‘describing the
events of love in an allegorical way’. ‘¢ .
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The Return of the Hero

- The hero too feels sad at his separation from his young
wife. Yet he has to accomplish something.  He earns a lot of
wealth, and returns home happily in a chariot. He prompts the
driver to run -the chariot faster, as he cannot afford to lose
time.*” The papan or bard brings home the happy mnews of the
arrival of the hero. In extreme joy, she asks the panan the
details of his return; enquires how he came by the news and
promises him gold-ingots brought from far-off Pataliputra.‘®

The return of the hero is called ceyvinai mugitta cemmal
ullam fi.e., ‘one that has done a noble task’.*’

REFERENCES

1, spQuearli UGG ETar@Lr@ Yoy

QararpEh wr er Apausr Apsdmus

QeroLsah wrIC@T Gar@uus Gareragta, —Tol., 1088.
2. Qar@uluri @arliyd srawd o awGL

Yo SGiLswr Gurdu srdd wmwer... Ibid.,, 1089,
3. Qumilybd eeyd CgrerMu 9 6rari

QUi LTSSaNT STewD 66Ty, Ibid., 1091
4, wrol OarET Lo PulDH YT ; ;

srwi srdl.0s msQsrst sSpypAper ' Pari , 2—40-41

o

spQuart UG g sareler wP565 Irai., 15,

(2]
.

Raghava Iyengar, M., Tolkappiyap porulatikara araycci, p. 12

M aniagé and Momis, p. 63. .

we pQersiil UGHWD ofer QUYL Tol., 1443.
_Kuru., €3.

gurrer aids Mo arpses, Ibid, 295.

o0 ® =

11. QuEBBes GnLsHT wBbSar.
{ Sefludy ardp @psdrgifa g 6r, Ibid., 295.
12, Ibid., 295.
13. Ibid, 178.
14, Ibid., 242.
15. 1Ibid., 167.
16. arawsHear g@wBZ LoHZ ST ; g
Uil Opeasdr udphs yawisd el W Tol., 1092.

17, -Qurgsonris ddaos Boord urie " Kupaj., 247.
18. Gumennyb e ragb H@Ge Cder. - .- giaom TOTeN, 1044,



19,

- 20,

21,
22,
23,
24,
25,
26,
27,

28,
29,
30,
31,
32,
83,

34, .

35,

“ 36,

., A8,
49,

37.
38,
39,
40.
41,
42,
43,

44,

45,
46.

47,

Ibid., 399.

darssppd urris@d @GCalurd Qararsdr

QuUEsHPD urisEb usiy.
Kupu., 37,

STYD 360 Qepsdyl sLLgb
aayop uregd agifu Qurylds
arddup sPurs sLquwd urs
eawablure ol esqb
yrsflud solor eoL®w wurer

. QJun#wd urLel QuB@ur
Qeudlr ywoss Qedrsd cieQurg

TAMILAYVU—13
PoCarr arpsos Jragd Gaig - Kupu., 283,
Qur@Cer werp Qur@Cer Ibid., 174.
@30 umstu gr gQea G Tol., 971%.
Qurgaralds dNggb gauiratda efsCs Tol., 979.
Kupu., 43

Ibid., 192

Ibid , 59.

Ibid., 151. :

QeadiaL gyuusd Qedarow H@Cp

aayep GHHs sdiéd urgh., Tol., 1131.
Classical Sanskyit Litevature, p.118.

Discoverses, p.15.

&aB3 Calng dre) vOGHArSs Kury., 312.
ST N Tar pind YIS F@LOUTF Ibid., 82,
Ibid., 387.

Dar@w urgri aadnes@é Qear @i Ibid., 126
Ibid., 66.

Ibid., 65.

1bid., 21.

Ibid., 94.

Ibid., 221.

Ibid., 103, 193.

Ibid., 68.

Ibid., 98.

BPET_@ns® Tol, 1057 Naccinarkkiniyar.

©0Ws CGzrfl Or@ns Awbybd

Qu@Bbyer dlpugbd wrd

usQId wrd FiwE Corrsts.

% Kut“-p 234.

Rupal, 1186,

Tol.,

1177.

Kiagu,, 250,

Tol.,

Kugu.,

Ibid.,

1140
75.
270,



S

THE HEROIC PATTERN IN CILAPPATIKARAM

Dr. A. A. MANAVALAN
Dept. of Tamil Language
University of Madras

Every Age and every Culture has had its own concept of
the heroic. The arts in general and the literatures in special of
the respective Age and Culture have portrayed such ideal patterns
of heroism. As custodians of culture, epic forms of literature
have had greater scope of giving expression to such ideals. An
attempt is made in the following pages to investigate as to what
type of heroism is held up as the ideal one in Cilappatikaram.

Epic poetry in Tamil starts with Cilappatikaram (Cil)
composed by Ilarnkd Atgika). Though scholarly opinions differ as
to its exact date of composition,’ most of them agree that it
followed the age of Carikam poetry and that it is the first epic
poem in Tamil.?

The term Cilappatikdram means the story or description of
Cilampu, the jewelled anklet; the anklets worn by Kanpaki have
a key role in the epic action. It amounts to this that Cilappati-
kdaram is the story of Kappaki. The other major personages of
the epic are Kovalap, Matavi, the Pandiya king and the Queen,
and the Chera king and his queen. Though the epic story thus
involves kings and queens and other male characters, none of
them seems to be the chief protagonist of the epic. This leads

us to the question, “Who is the hero in Cilappatikaram?”
10
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Definition of an epic hero

The following descriptive -definition of a hero by R R. Bolgar

of King’s College, Cambridge University is centrai and service-
able:

The TERM ‘‘hero” is used to designate the principal
S character in an action, usually a narrated action, where
,, this character arouses admiration or approval. Heroes
have their importance for the history of culture because
they serve to show us what traits and types of behavior
have enjoyed public favor.®

In accordance with this definition, an epic hero is one who is
the principal character in the epic action and who arouses admira-
tion or approval of the respective society.

Kapnpaki - the principal character

The epic action of Cilappatikaram stretches into 30 cantoes.
Kovalan is dead in the 16th Cainto. Matavi’s role ends with the
8th canto. The Pandiya king’s action is limited to cantoes 16 and
20. The Chera king’s partizipation in the epic action is confined
to the last six cantoes. Kapnaki’s action on the other hand
pervades the whole epic:* the first canto describes her marriage
with Kovalan and the last canto depicts her deification as the
goddess of Chastity. The very title of the epic supgests that the
epic is about Kappaki. Stiucturaily speaking, therefore, Kappaki
is the principal character of the epic action.

The first canto which describes the marriage between Kappaki
and Kovalap introduces first not Kovalap the groom, but Kappaki
the bride. Arumpata uraikdrar, the first commentatog on this epic
explains this by saying that the poet introduces first Kappaki
because she is the heroine i.e., the chief character in the story.®

An important characteristic of Indian epics in general and of
Tamil epics in special is apotheosis of womanhood.® Partaking of
this spirit, Cilappatikaram sings the praise of Kappaki as a
Paragon of Chastity.” It is indeed a Temple of Letters raised
in honour of Kappaki.® Thematically also, therefore, Kappaki is
the peincipal character of the epic,
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Kappaki’s patience during her husband’s desertion, her ready
response to Kovalap’s plans to leave for Madurai, her love for
Kovalap in spite of his desertion which she shows by accomp-
anying him on the arduous journey, her tragic grief at-the news
of her husband’s death at the hands of the king, her defiant
spirit in arguing with the king and proving her husband’s
innocence, her fiery frenzy which burns down the city of Madurai,
and finally her ascent to heaven invited by the angels = one and
all of these traits of her character — have been admired by
almost all the characters in the epic itself. All such aspects of
her character - patience, faith, love, righteous anger and forgiveness —
are enshrined in the Tamil word “Karpu’, which for want of a
more comprehensive term may be translated as “Chastity”’ in
English, though much of the cultural colour is lost in such
translation.

Being thus the principal actor in the story arousing
“approval” and ‘“‘admiration” by her action, Kapgaki is the chief
protagonist i.e., the heroine in Cilappatikaram.®

Female heroism

When we say that Kappaki is the “heroine” of Cilappatikaram,
we do not mean that she is the wife of the hero, but that she
is the “hero” of the epic, and ‘‘heroine’” marks here simply the
change of gender. In the opinion of R.R, Bolgar,

A woman can be a “hero’” in the same sense as a man,
and in such cases. ‘“heroine” merely marks the change of
gender.'®

Joseph Campbell who has analysed several cultures of our human
race in terms of the concept of the ‘‘hero” and the ‘‘heroic”
has arrived at a similar conclusion when he says:

The hero, therefore, is the man or woman...'!

The term ‘‘hero” can be, therefore bisexual in conception.'® In
this respect Cilappatikaram is the first epic in Tamil fliterature
and perhaps even in Indian literature vhich depicts a woman as
the chief protagonist in an epic poem.'* :
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It is interesting to note that this first epic poem in Tamil
has portrayed a ‘“‘woman hero”, while most of the ancient and
Medieval epics of the world have chosen to depict ‘‘male
heroism*’.'* European literature comes to witness such a trend in
the conception of hero only in the 14th century, when Boccaccio
“introduced decisively women as heroines of the flesh as well as
of the spirit...””!®

By upsetting the cannonical, classical and medieval
tradition of the treatises on heroes and illustrious men...
Boccaccio for the first time was to portray 106 women,
...as protagonists in human history... he was to find a
place also for women raised to the rank of heroines...!®

Though the works of Boccaccio do not belong to epic poetry,

bis is a daring attempt in blazing the trail for the introduction
of women as ‘‘heroines’.

Plebeian heroism

Another interesting fact about this epic is that while most
of the ancient and medieval epics of the world have portrayed
kings, nobles, dukes and great warriors as heroes, Cilappatikaram
depicts the heroism of a woman, an ordinary citizen of the
merchant class. Another Tamil epic Mapimékalai which might
have followed Cilappatikaram in spirit and theme, goes one step
further and depicts the heroism of Mapimékalai, an accomplished
lady belonging to the family of courtesans. Heroization of a
plebeian i.e., the commoner is something unknown or unheard of
in the realm of European epic poetry. It is again Boccaccio
who chooses to portray the middle class heroes and heroines,
breaking the tradition of portraying heroes of high birth. His
heroines include middle class women “or even just humble
working-class women®’.!"

Patterns of Heroism

The epic literature of the  world has given expression to
various kinds of heroic acts. The exploits of a warrior hero

against heavy odds have found the earliest expression. Whether
an Achilles, a Hercules, an Arjuna, a Theseus or a Beowulf, it
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was their martial feats that aroused admiration and approval,
and won the public favour. Such a kind of heroic action is
called martial heroism, In the course of human history, we
observe a trend that prefers human intelligence to mere physical
prowess as an admirable trait of heroism. This gives rise to the
intellectual hero, the first known representative of which is
Ulysses of the Odyssey. As centuries wear away even the efficacy
of intellectual heroism as a heroic pattern was questioned and
discarded.  Bventually the concept of moral heroism gained
currency in the world of letters. This seems to be the evolu-
tionary pattern of heroism in the West, if the known history of
the European epic poetry is any guide.

An analysis of the heroic patterns of the major epics of the
West might reveal that these three patterns of heroism comprise
of several associative aspects of heroic behaviour, Accordingly
we observe traits like physical fortitude, pride, anger, lust, etc.,
vsually associated with martial heroism; talents like vain wisdom,
deceit and powers of rhetoric associated with intellectual heroism;
and qualities like wisdom, valour, humility, obedience, resistance
to temptations, charity, chastity, etc., with moral and spiritual
heroism. Such evolutionary nature of epic heroism can be taken
as an index of the ideals and aspirations of our human culture,
besides being an interesting sidelight of our social progress in
terms of the use of the body, the intellect and the mind of Man.
A discussion of Cilappatikaram in the light of this frame of epic
heroism as our reference may be useful to understand the earliest
concept of the ideal of heroism of the Tamils.

Martial heroism

Physical fortitude

An important aspect of Martial heroism, physical fortitude
stands for the hero’s physicai prowess by the use of which he
overcomes his heroic predicament. Kappaki the heroine does not
exhibit physical courage or strength. Her consigning to flames
the city of Madurai is not in virtue of her physical prowess but
through her spiritual strength begotten of moral rectitude via.,
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chastity. So Cilappatikiram does not portray this martial aspect
as applied to the chief protagonist of the epic.

Kovalag

Of the male characters, Kovalan is depicted as resorting to
the use of his physical prowess once. On the birthday of his
child Mapimékalai, an old Brahmin bent with age comes feebly
to receive gifts from Kovalan. Seeing him in the clutches of a
furious elephant Kovalan steps forth instantly and rescues the old
man, without hurting the clephant, Related by Matalap, in a
flashback narration, this incident attests to the physical fortitude
of Kovalan But he makes use of his physical prowess not to
fight against an enemy or an opponent to get over his predica-
ment nor to establish his valour in a contest. He resorts to the
use of his strength only to save a decrepit old man from being
killed by a must elephant. This incident testifies to his kind and
- compassionate disposition towards the helpless and the weak. This
Is borne out ty the poet’s description of Kovalap as ““Karupai
maravan” (15:53) which means ‘“merciful hero®”. It is certainly a
heroic act but not one of pure physical heroism. It may be
called *‘Daya Viram”, in accordance with the classification of types
of heroism by several Sanskrit aesthetes.1®

Cenkuttuvag

Cerikuftuvan wages wars against the kings of the north
beyond the Ganges who oppose him on his way to the Himalayas.
After fierce battles he subdues all opposition resulting in the death
of several warriors. Kanaka and Vijaya, two of his chief opponents
are made to carry the stone intended for Kappaki’s statue.

Depiction of wars and battles whether real or feigned is an
important characteristic of epic poetry. Ilanko Atika] inherits a
literary tradition represented by the Puram poems and Tolkdp-
plyam following which he depicts wars and battles in his epic,"”
devoting one full canto (26) for the purpose,

Theso details tend to prove that there is a plea for military

warfare in Cilappatikaram, and since Cesikutfuvan is shown
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victorious his action partakes of martial heroism. But this is only
apparent. For, a true warrior hero is one who himself personally
fights a war or battle and inflicts personal defeat on the
opponent. His personal physical prowess should be put to test
which he should more often that mnot stand successfully.
Cerkugtuvap does not seem to have had such personal combats.
It is only his army, his martial agent that does the fighting. Again,
a warrior hero is one who is the principal character in the main
action of an epic. As such the Chera king is not the hero in
Cilappatikaram. And consequently, therefore, his action cannot
be said as partaking of warrior heroism.

Why does he then go on the expedition to the north ?
This he does to bring a stone from the Himalayas for carving
an image of Kappaki whom he has decided in consultation with
his wife to deify as Goddess of Chastity.®® The poet makes the
king himself declare the reason for his expedition :

If the king of high mountains...does not give us the
stone needed to carve an image of the great Lady of
Chastity, then we, ...shall demonstrate to these...*!

This aim is reinforced by his minister Villavap kotai when he
says :
The object with which our king goes to the Himalayas
is to bring a stone on [sic] which to carve the image
of a deity.*®

Cenkuttuvan’s northern expedition is thus not military in view.
He is only a ‘royal servant’ of Kappaki. The poet depicts the
military heroism of Cerikuttuvan as subseivient to the propagation
of the worship of Kappaki’s moral and spiritual heroism.**
Martial valour is subordinated to moral and spiritual supremécy.

Cerkufguvan seems to have a secondary aim also in his
military expedition. For, when Sanjayan the ambassador to
Niarruvar Kapnar 'submitted to him that they would bring him
the required stone, he lays open his heart:

Kanaka and Vijaya, and other northern monarchs, with
pnrestrained tongues...spoke disparagingly and in ignorance



78 TAMILAYVU—12

of the valour of Tamil kings. With exceeding wrath,
even like the God of Death, this army marches forth.?*

It is evident that Cerkuffuvap also entertained in his heart a
desire for military supremacy. As in the South, he does not
brook any opposition in the North. That is why he chooses to
go in for a stone from the Himalayas rather than from the
Potiyil. He is the only person in the epic who betrays his
predilection for military glory. This the poet is not in sympathy
with. So he is chastised through a long sermon by Majalan,
a sort of Indian Tiresias who seems to see all and know
all. When Cerikuffuvap becomes wrathful at the slighting
remarks of the Chola and Pandiya kings as reported by his
messengers,®® Matalap perceives that he wants to punish them.
Mitalap makes him see the point by his persuasive arguments
that neither wealth nor youth will last for ever and that he
should therefore desist from battles and wars and should perform
virtuous deeds and sacrificial rites.®® Consequently Cerikuttuvapn
eschews his wrath; releases the captive kings of the north and
treats them as his guests with honour due; performs sacrifices
and orders for the consecration of Kappaki®’. Sublimated thus
the martial deeds of Cerikuftuvan are depicted as subservient to
a higher form of heroism exemplified by Kappaki. As such.
Cilappatikaram reflects the predilections and preferences of the
culture that has produced it.

Intellectual Heroism

Under this pattern of heroism, the protagonist makes use of
the powers of his intellect rather than his physical prowess to
overcome the heroic dilemma or predicament. “Sapience”,
stratagems, deceit and powers of rhetoric are the salient aspects
of intellectual heroism.

Sapience or Vain Wisdom

The royal goldsmith in Cilappatikaram is not given a major
role. But even in his minor role he becomes significant by
devising and bringing about the catastrophe viz., Kovalap’s
death. His knowledge of thieves and their modus operandi is
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complete. When the city guards hesitate to execute the order of
the Pandiya king on the grounds that Kovalan does not appear
to be a thief, the goldsmith explains at length the eight ways
that thieves employ to deceive their innocent victims.?® Such an
exhaustive knowledge of thieves the goldsmith does not put to
good use; he uses it only to cover his own theft. Apart from
this, his knowledge is being used to condemn an innocent man.
As such his knowledge becomes ‘‘sapience”, “Vain Wisdom",
and hence applied to a character whom the epic disapprovingly
describes as messenger of Death, murderous goldsmith, treacherous
person, etc.*®

Rhetoric

The goldsmith uses his powers of rhetoric to persuade the
executioners to kill Kovalan. He uses his knowledge about
thieves and their ‘“modus operandi® to convince them of his
stand. The point is that the city guards—the executioners—are
correct in their opinion that Kovalan does not look like a
thief.®®* The guards are more qualified to decide whether a
person is a thief or not, since it is their vocation. But the
rhetorical powers of the goldsmith are so compelling that one
of the guards starts giving supporting evidences to the skills and
magical powers of thieves narrated by the goldsmith.’* The
goldsmith not satisfied with his persuasion reminds them of the
king’s order failing which they would be punished. All upon a
sudden a drunken guard hews Kovalap into two.®?

Since the powers of rhetoric are used for bringing about
the tragic end of an lnnocent person, Cilappatikaram portrays
such intellectual powers as undesirable and unheroic.

‘Moral and Spiritual heroism

This is a pattern of heroic act or acts in the performance
of which moral considerations and spiritual significance receive
greater attention. The protagonists in this pattern do not give
exclusive weight to physical prowess or even to intellectual
abilities. They subordinate these two qualities to moral rectitude

or spiritual ends so as to enmsure human happiness at the initial
A-11
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stage and to attain spiritual bliss in the final stage. Moral and
Spiritual valour, true wisdom, and chastity are the chief aspects
that are discussed here under this pattern.®®

Moral and Spiritual Valour v

This aspect is taken to mean act or acts of physical
strength and martial valour used to establish or defend moral
and spiritual principles; employed as a means of serving moral
and spiritual purposes.

Kovalan and Cerkuttuvan are the two characters in the epic
who are depicted as making use of their physical prowess or
martial valour. They are not, however, ithe chief protagonist of
the epic. Kovalan’s physical fortitude is used as we have seen
earlier, for relieving the distress of an elderly man. Though he
is capable of controlling a must elephant, he is not portrayed
as resisting or even attempting to resist the unjust onslaught of
the city guard who hews him into two. Nor is Cerkugftuvan
shown as resorting. to the use of his martial power to extricate
himself from any heroic dilemma. His expedition to the north,
though military in character, is not aimed at any heroic exploits
of a warrior-hero type. It is only a tool in the service of
virtue. = Cilappatikaram depicts therefore, the physical fortitude of
Kovalan and the military valour of Cerkutfuvan as subservient
to a nobler cause—the cause of virtue which is moral in the case
of Kovalan, and spiritual in the case of Cerikuttuvan, We are
reminded of a parallel heroic ethos in the Aeneid where the
pius Aeneas is constrained to wage a war with Turnus since the
latter thwarts his purpose of founding the city of Rome—a
‘divine’ mission thrust on Aeneas. This is the first instance in
the European epic tradition to subordinate the spirit and aim
of warrior heroism to a something higher and nobler aspect of
heroism; in other words, an instance of sublimating the use of
physical force for a better and nobler cause—may be Virgil’s
critique of his tradition, the epics of Homer.

It is very interesting to note that the very first epic of the
Tamils does not depict martial volour as heroic, but portrays it
as subservient to the cause of moral and spiritual heroism,
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True Wisdom

This term means knowledge of any branch of human
pursuits acquired by the protagonists through study, counsel
or experience, put to right use; knowledge as a means of
achieving loftier aims. It is also taken to mean one’s powers
of intellect in taking appropriate decisions in the given situations.

Kovalan is a lover of arts. He is good at music. It is his
love of arts that takes him to Matavi.®* His preference of art
to virtuous conduct in life is his weakness which ruins him. By
ascribing such misplaced preference to Kovalan, the epic rejects
such knowledge as an aspect of character.®®

Matavi, a courtesan of Pukar is well-versed in all the arts
required of her calling viz., dance, music and beauty. She wins
the title Talaikkol the supreme royal honour for an artist. It
is such artistic excellences that lure Kovalan to her abode. Her
love of art as a discipline is so great that she continues to
perform and sing even during Kovalap’s stay with her. But this
does not mean that she too preferred art to life. For, when
she comes to know of Kovalap’s tragic end, she not only
renounces the life of an artist and becomes a nun, but also
makes her daughter Mapimékalai become a nun even in the
prime of her life.®® The epic shows approvingly that Matavi
has realized the respective merits of art and virtuous life. She
makes use of it so long as Kovalap is with her. Without him
she has no use for it and hence her renunciation. Her knowledge
of art has become wisdom of life..

Chastity

Chastity is considered here as conjugal fidelity. Pre-marital
and extra-marital sexual relationships are considered unchaste.
It is also considered as bisexual in character i.e., male chastity
end female chastity. Whereas male chastity has a closed
definition of meaning conjugal fidelity, female chastity is a
comprehensive term in the Indian tradition. It includes one’s
fidelity, aspects like acceptance of the husband as her supreme
head in almost all the domestic affairs, love for him in terms
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of looking after his comforts, family honour, etc., and willingness
to sacrifice herself in the interest of any one of these aspects.
*“To the ideal wife, her husband is as the very breath of her
life, and is as indispensable in death as in life.””®” In short,.
she would not survive him. As such it has cultural chara-
cteristics. ~ Of these, Cilappatikaram 1is chiefly concerned with
female chastity even though male chastity is also impliedly dealt
with.

Male chastity

In his own words, Kovalan’s infatuation with Matavi results
in the ruin of his wealth and glory.®® It is to redeem his
wealth and glory by doing some business that he takes the road
to Madurai with Kappaki. It is in search of some one who
may buy his wife’s anklet that he dies the death of a common
thief. All of Kappaki’s miseries and those of his parents, his
in-laws and those of Matavi, besides the voluntary deaths of
Kavunthi Adigal and Madhari, issue vltimately from his not
being faithful to Kappaki. Kappaki tells Kovalan in his face :

Though you have lapséd from virtue into vice, I just

followed you as I am constant and unswerving from
the path of virtue.®®

The poet himself exhorts his audience towards the end of the
epic :

Avoid other people’ wives... Protect the household virtues...

Abstain immediately from drinking, theft, lust, falsehood
and useless company,*°

By this exhortation to avoid others’ wives, the poet stresses
male chastity. When he says that Kovalar forgot his “own

unsullied home and wife”, the poet suggests that his life with
Matayi is “sullied”, i.e., Kovalan is sullied.

Poet Ilango Adigal rejects the pattern of Kovalan’s domestic
life by portraying him as “fallen”. The poet shows by such
portrayal that bisexual chastity is essential for a perfect and
harmonious domestic bliss which in turn generates similar
harmonies at the social and even national levels. Disturbance of
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such harmonious peace at the social and national levels is shown
in Cilappatikaram to be ultimately owing to its absence at
domestic level. And hence its implied emphasis in the epic.

Female chastity

Kapgpaki’s copnjugal fidelity is unquestionable. For that matter
Indian heroines are, in most of the classical works, unquestiona-
bly faithful. But in no other Indian epic the virtue of chastity
has been raised to the level of epic heroism.

Chastity in Tamil culture consists also in the wife’s regarding
her husband as her supreme head, even gods not excepted. The
Kura] (55) is the ultimate source of authority for such a
conception of an aspect of chastity. Kappaki’s polite refusal to
accede to her friend Tévanti’s suggestion to pray to the god
of Love in order that she may get her husband retrace his steps
is commented upon and commended in this light by critics.*?
Her implicit obedience to Kovalan when he asks her to follow
him to Madurai springs from such conception of chastity.

Kapnaki is all love for Kovalan.  That she puts up with his
sojourn with Matavi for years is an expression of such unquali-
fied love. She does not complain of his desertion even to his
parents. When he returns from Matavi and speaks self-
reproachfully of his shameful conduct, she is still unabated in
her love for him that she offers her anklets to cheer him up.
Even after the tedious journey to Madurai on foot, she continues
to love him as selflessly as before and this is borne out from
her interest in preparing and serving the dishes herself for him,
an expression of a chaste wife’s love for her husband.

Not to bedeck herself with flowers, cosmetics and ornaments
is another aspect of chastity portrayed in this epic. While
Kovalan is away Kappaki does not put on any ornaments nor
does she apply any cosmetics.'® This aspect of chastity, developed
into a love-motif perhaps, is portrayed in Jeevakacinthamani and
Kambaramayanam also.**

That these aspects of Kappaki’s chastity “‘aroused admiration
or approval” is evident from the remarks made by other
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characters in the epic who may be taken to represent her
contemporary society. The proper person to appreciate the
chastity of a wife is the husband himself. So the poet makes
Kovalan to speak about Kappaki’s virtues. In the city of
Madurai Kovalan praises Kappaki :

You left your old parents, your friends, your attendants
...and kept at your service only your modesty, your
faith, your virtue, and your loyalty...You are the incar-
nation of faithfulness, the beacon of the World, the
tender bud of chastity, the store of all virtues.*®

Kappaki's selfless love for her husband forces Kavunthi Adigal,

the Jain hermitess who accompanies them to Madurai to
commend her :

Oblivious of her own suffering this celebrated lady,
although fainting from thi:st in the scorching sum, felt
more keenly the suffering of her husband. We...have not
seen any shining deity other than this goddess who has
taken the vow of chastity necessary to devoted house-
wives.*® '

The chief maid of Kapnaki attests to her implicit obedience to
Kovalan :

(Kannaki) had nothing to say to the mother...nbr even
a word for the nurse...nor for me either, but followed
her husband remembering only her duty as a true wife.”

One more aspect of chastity depicted in Cilapatikaram is
the wife’s choosing to die as soon as the husband is dead. The
Pandiya queen who breathes her last the moment the king
swoons to death is portrayed as representing this aspect, styled
as driya karpu or catvikak karpu meaning “serene chastity®’.

Kappaki’s moral victory

Kappaki is not portrayed as observing this principle of
virtue. She survives Kovalap, because she has a duty to perform.
Love for her husband also includes preservation of her husband’s
reputation. Now that Kovalan has been killed as a thief, she
has a duty to prove his innocence and retrieve his reputation.
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This duty entails an uphill task on her. The odds against
her are many ; the place is strange; the contender is the king
of an alien country; and she a woman with no support to
reckon with. The calm and obedient wife flares up.

Before meeting the king she consults the Sun-god as to the
trath of the case, who says that Kovalun is not a thief and the
city which punished him would be soon in flames.*® Not fully
satisfied with this, she vows to know of the truth from the
mouth of Kovalap himself, who on being touched by Kappaki
comes to life and asks her to stay behind.*’

She meets the king afterwards and proves that Kovalan is
pot the thief. Her agony of losing her husband in a strange land
and that too in an ignoble way knows no bounds. She becomes
fiery and frenzied, and in such a mood burns down the city of
Madurai to avenge her husband’s unjust death. Such a ferocious
aspect of chastity is styled as ciriya karpu meaning “fiery
fidelity”’.

Kappaki’s heroic act thus consists in her retrieving the
reputation of her husband from the mouth of the king himself
and from the supernatural agencies like the sun-god, and in her
burning down the city in vengeance.

This represents a heroic motif-an epic formula-in the pattern
of a struggle, an opponent and the final victory. Such a heroic
code portrays kappaki’s moral victory-victory begotten of her
impeccable chastity.

Kannaki’s spiritual victory

The triumph of Kannpaki’s chastity is not confined to her
moral victory alone. She has not yet reached the acme of her
evolution. She has plucked her breast out, but she has not
plucked out her pride of chastity. she vows on it to burn the
city ; she has accordingly burnt the city ; but she has not burnt
off her anger. She has won the king, but has not won herself,
her ego. Her pride, her anger, and her victory are all no doubt
bggotten of her moral rectitude, The Sun-god testifies to heg
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power of moral purity.®® But in spite of all these virtues she
is advised by Mathurapathi, the patron goddess of Madurai to
wait for a fortnight to join her husband who is in heaven now.
What could this mean? This means, most probably, that she
has to shed these negative moral attributes-anger, pride and ego-
however righteons they may be-before being received into heaven.

Mathurapathi’s relation of the past events that led to her
domestic tragedy open Kappaki’s eyes.®® Realization dawns on
her that it was not she who has killed the king; it was not
she who has burnt the city dnwn; it is according to the great
Design that Kovalap dies as a thief ; the Pandiya king deviates
from the path of virtue and the City of Madurai is burnt up.
She is now able to see that she is only a tool in the hands of
the great Order, the gteat Scheme of things.®?

Such realization engendered by the sympathetic narration of
the goddess helps her conquer herself. The last words she
utters in her human form consolidate her conquest over herself:

Alas, I am a great sinner.®®

Shedding thus her ego Kappaki waits patiently for her husband

‘and meets him in the form of a celestial. This happens in
the 23rd canto.

Kapnaki’s tears of contrition have purified her conscience;
have resolved her conflict; but they have not cleansed the stain
she caused to the reputation of the Pandiya king. Kappaki
might have felt it when she repented as above but she does not .
elaborate it at this stage.

We meet her next in the 29th canto in the form of an
angel after her deification. Her friends from Pukag have come
to witness her deification. They explain the events that took
place after her leaving the world-the end of her parents, her
in-laws, Matavi and others. King Cenkugtuvan the chief architect
of her deification exclaims in wonder of her appearance in angelic
form. But Kappaki has no words of praise for Cerikuttuvan;
no words of consolation for her friends or for othegs. ;

: Kappaki
as an angel just says:
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The Pandiyan is blameless. He is now a good guest in

the palace of the king of gods. I am his daughter.®
Her vision is no more cloudy. She has reached a level whereat
the differences in terms of ome’s actions and their results blur
and disappear ; and at which the identity is no more physical,
nor casuistic nor even moral, but only spiritual.®® She has no
message to the world except extricating the Pandiya king from
his blame by not only forgiving him but by claiming kinship
with him. For we know “To err is human, to forgive divine”.
We may modify Pope’s line a little and say, to be vengeful Is
human, to forgive divine. Kappaki has reached the heights of
human evolution, the ideal end of human evolution i.e, to par-
take of the divine attributes through her experience and through
her self-conquest.®®

In her efforts to overcome her peculiar predicament, Kappaki
represents a pattern of heroism, begotten in virtue of her
chastity ; a pattern which has a dual dimension-moral and
spiritual-not collateral, but evolutionary in character.

The terms Viram and maram in Tamil mean heroism or
bravery.®” The term viram and its cognates are used in six
places of which three just refer to soldiers. Of the other three
instances two refer to Kappaki and one to a Jain saint.®®
Kannaki in these places is described as virapattini (heroic chaste
lady), an ideal admired and approved contemporarily and by
posterity.®® The Jain saint is described as a hero who had
completely put aside attachment and anger.®®

The term maram and its cognates occur 2/ times in the
sense of bravery.®® Of these only two occurrences refer to
individual characters. One refers to Cenkuftuvan meaning that
his martial valour is in consonance with his virtuous life. The
other reference to Kovalan means compassionate hero.

It follows from these uses of the terms, in addition to our
thematic analysis, that the poet Ilango Adigal has depicted a
pattern of heroism which is not martial, but moral and ulti-

A-12
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mately spiritual as applied to Kappaki, the principal character of
Cilappathikaram.
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PROBLEMS IN TAMIL LEXICOGRAPHY

DRr. V. JAYADEVAN
Lecturer, Dept. of Tamil Language
University of Madras

0.1. The earliest form in which Tamil lexicography developed
was through an explanation or gloss for the forms rarely used
and difficult to understand. It is witnessed in Tolkappiyam', a
grammatical treatise which is considered to be the earliest work
now available in Tamil and supposed to be written sometime
before the Christlan era. Following this, later grammarians have
allotted due place in their works for such explanation or gloss.
Later on independent works listing vocabularies according to
subject matter and explaining them, came to existence.  They
are known as nikantus. They, being in verse form, enabled
memorisation. After the advent of Europeans, the lexicographical
work tended solely to be work of reference. The earliest of such
works in prose form and with an alphabetical arrangement of -
the entries appeared in the 18th C. A. D. in Tamil. Tamil
lexicography is now rich with the quantitative increase with the
contributions of native scholars and foreigners as well. But, it
lacks qualitative improvement. This paper attempts to deal
briefly with some of the problems in Tamil lexocography in the
following pages, based on the constituents of an entry in a
general dictionary.

0.2. A dictionary entry contains two parts: 1] lemma wherein
the lexical unit itself is indicated and 2] explanatory part that
contains all the other information,® .
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1.0, Lemma

The purpose of the lemma is 1] to identify the lexical unit,
2] to locate it in the [formal, frequently specifically morphological]
system, and 3] to describe its form.*

The lemma includes the following: 1] entry word, 2]
pronunciation, 3] grammatical indication, and 4] etymology.

1.1. Entry word

It is the indication of each respective lexical unit in its
canonical form.

The Tamil Lexicon and many other dictionaries admit single
and multiword lexical units as entry words. While giving multiword
lexical units, they present them in the comblned form according

to Sandhi rules. For example, consider akavilai. This compound
is formed in 2 ways:

1. akam ‘grain’ > akam+vilai ‘price’ > akavilai ‘price of
grain’

2. akam ‘inside’ + ilai ‘leaf’ > akavilai ‘inner petal of a
flower’

So we may feel that it is better to present akavilai as two
independent entry words as 1] aka vilal and 2] aka ilai leaving
space between the components which give rise to the compound,
for the sake of clarity and disambiguation. But if we decide to
separate the components of multiword lexical units, we have to
face some other problems. Consider the entry word antipputtotam
‘disease of babies caused by their being exposed in the evening
when birds fly to their nests’. Its components are 1] anti ‘evening’,
2] pul ‘bird’, and 3] totam which is the Tamillsed form of the
Sanskrit dosa ‘disease’. So the entry word must be antip pu!
toram. Such a form never occurs in any text. accitu ‘print on a
paper or cloth’ if given as accu itu ‘stamp a mark’, it does not
sound the same sense as it does in the compound: Under this
circumstance, the presentation of the entry word itself poses a
problem.
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1.2. Pronunciation

No dictionary in Tamil except a very few like Percival [1861]
marks pronounciation. Roman transliteration alone is provided in
Tamil Lexicon. It is essential to include pronounciation in Tamil
dictionaries as its orthography does not give an unambiguous
information about the cosrelation of the spoken form with the
written one. In the absence of attempts at giving pronounciation,
it is not possible to point out the problems pertinent to it.

1.3. Grammatical indication

Grammatical indications are found only in big dictionaries.
A very few small dictionaries also provide them. Grammatical
indications witnessed in Tamil lexicography are not fully scientific
and satisfactory. Verbs defective in their conjugation are not
marked. Case governments in the case of verbs and case selec-
tion restrictions in the case of nouns are also not marked®.
The classes and categories as estalished by tradition are gemnerally
accepted in Tamil lexicography. That is why Tamil Lexicon,
marking a as particle includes in it 1] demonstrative pronoun,.
2] prefix, 3] euphonic augment, 4] noun suffix, 5] casal ending,
6] verb ending, 7] verbal participle, 8] relative participle, 9] exple--
tive and 10] euphonic prothesis. Specific and scientific grammatical
indications are yet to be attempted. The wuser of the dictionary
must be informed about the [usually morphological but - above
all in the case of uninflected words—also the syntactic or combi-
natorial] class of which the entry words [i.e. the respective:
lexical unit] is a member.®

1.4. Etymology

Etymology is marked only in a few dictionaries.  Tamil
Lexicon, for mukam ‘face’ gives the etymology mukha from
Sanskrit, whereas Devanesan gives the Tamil etymology.® In such
a situation the problem of the selection of etymology arises. It is
poteworthy that emotion and sentiments also are involved in this

area. Adequate work on Tamil etymology is yet to be done.
A-13
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2.0. Explanatory part

It includes 1] explanations, 2] citations, 3] word-finder section
and 4] labels.”

2.1. Explanations

The entry—word is expiained to the user of the dictionary in
this section. Almost all dictionaries in Tamil are defective in
such lexicographic definitions or explanations. Lack of specifi-
city and clarity, circularity and ambiquity are some of the
defects evident in Tamil lexicography. The explanation of certain
simple and commonly used items like uppu ‘salt’, nir ‘water’
etc. in a monolingual dictionary is a serious problem. Tamil
Lexicon explains uppu as ilavapam, a Tamilized form of the
Sanskrit lavapa and nir as jalam. Tamil dictionary of the
Kalakam explains uppu as uppu.

2.2. Citations

The importance of citations has not been felt well by Tamil
lexicographers except a few. Citations from texts and from
dialects as well have been furnished in Tamil Lexicon. More

attention is yet to be devoted in this sphere of lexicographic
activity also.

2.3. Word-finder section

In this section, comparables, [synonyms, antonyms, hyponyms,
hyperonyms, words confused] and derivatives [affixal, reduplicative,
compositional] must be included. No dictionary in Tamil provides
a separate section for this within the entry. Occasional marking
of the synonyms and antonyms are witnessed in some dictionaries.
In some dictionaries derivatives are given without any typogra-

phical distinction. No scientific system has been followed in this
regard in Tamil lexicography.

2.4, Labels

The labels may be classified into style labels, social labels,
region labels and period labels and the first three have been
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employed in Tamil Lexicon. Period labels have not yet been
attempted in Tamil lexicography as there is no dictionary on
historical principles. Except Tamil Lexicon and a few other
dictionaries, labzls have not at all been used in Tamil lexicography.

Conclusion

Some of the problems in Tamil lexicography such as the
presentation of the entry-word, selection of etymology, and
explanation of certain words in a monolingual dictionary have
been pointed out. It is also pointed out that much improvement
work is yet to be done in grammatical indication, pronunciation,
etymology, lexicographic definition, citation, word-finder section
and labels. Though Tamil lexicography is quantitatively rich, it
is not so qualitatively. Dictionary-making in Tamil has not gone
beyond amateure, adhoc and pedestrian enthusiam. The incalca-
tion of the theory and practice of modern lexicogfaphy in
Tamildadu is a great desideratum.
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IS ILANTIRAIYAN A PALLAVA PRINCE ?

P. PACHAIYAPPAN PILLAI
Tamil Noolagam, Vilvarani

“The climate, the age, the disposition of the people to
whom a poet writes, may be so different, that what pleased the
Greeks would not satisfy an English audience.”’'—John Dryden.

* % * *

““One intellectual excitement has however, been denied me.
Men wiser and more learned than I have discovered in history,
a plot, a rhythm, a predetermined pattern: These harmonies are
concealed from me. I can only see one emergeacy following
upon another as wave follows upon wave, only one great fact
with respect to which, since it is wunique, there can be no
generalisations, only one safe rule for the historian: that he
should recognize in the development of human destinies the play
of contingent and the upforeseen. This is not a doctrine of
cynicism and despair. The fact of progress in written plain and
large on the page of history; but progress is not a law of
nature. The ground gained by one generation may be lost by
the next. The thoughts of men may flow into channels, which
lead to disaster and barbarism.”’>—H. A. L. Fishers.

* * * *

Ilantiraiyan® is the hero of the Sangam Poem Perum-
panarruppatai. He is a chola prince and ruled Topdamandalam
as the viceroy of the chola king. Some scholars, like Maha-
vidwan R. Ragava Iyengar, consider that the sangam poem
refers only to a pallava prince and not to a chola prince and
this vexed question is, therefore re-examined in this paper.
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The age of the Sangam had been the subject of keen
discussion among scholars and attempts had been made to bring
It to the 6th and 7th centuries. But the generally established
date is Ist and 2nd centuries A.D. This orthodox estimate of
the Sangam age expounded by Kanakasabai,* and more fully by
Dr. S. Krishnasamy Iyengar® has teen foliowed here.

Ilantiraiyan was ruling over the Topdainadu with Kanchi as
his capital. He was considered to be equal in status with the
three kings of Tamil Nadu viz.,, Chera, Chola and Pandiya.®
This Ilantiraiyan is also known as Tondamian Ilantiraiyan, or
Tiraiyan of Thiraiyal. He was also one of the Sangam poets.
It is also stated that he has written a book known  as
Tjantiraiyam.

This Ilantiraiyan is said to be the son of a Naga Princess?
and was ruling over the country as the viceroy of a chola king.
The Tamil Nadu was ruled by the Chéra, Chola and Panpdiya
during the Sangam period. These three kings were originally of
the three tribes viz., Vanavan, Tiraiyan and Maran.®

The Tamil Nadu or Tamilakam has a character of its own
and a history generally independent of that of the rest of India.
This extensive region may be described as consisting of the
former Madras Presidency, excluding the ¢ Northern circars *
districts of Vizagapatnam (now in Andhra Pradesh) and Ganjam
(now in Orissa) and with the addition of former states of
Mysore (now in Karnataka), Cochin and Travancore (now in
Kerala). It is essentially the Tamil race and speech. The
earliest tradition fixed the Northern boundary of Tamilakam on
the east coast at the white Rock near Badagara, to the South
of Mahi, the frontier line between those two points passing
round the hill of Venkata 100 miles to the north of Madras
and then inclining southwards to Badagara. Later traditions
extended the north eastern boundary as far as Nellore on the
North Penparu river and the north western limit to the
Chandragiri river south of Mangalore.® R. Sathianathaier in his
lecture on Topdamandalam,®® thinks that the northern boundary
of the cholas extend to the Palaru. He has apparently based
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his theory on Nilakanta’s Sastri’s Chola. This theory has no
basis as would be seen from the map provided by Vincent
Smith. He has definitely stated that’ ‘“‘the Dravidian peoples of
the extreme south below the fourteenth degree of latitude, being
protected by their remoteness, had mostly escaped annexation to
the Northern empire.”” Sathianathaier quotes Patafijali, but
Smith has already repudiated the theory about Kanchi in his
footnote on the subject (p. 194). Also see the paper on the
“Territorial limits of Tamil changam of the Sangam age” by
N. Subramaniam published in the Journal of the Madras
University Vol. xxsiii. No. 1. (July 61).

In addition to the three kingdoms a number of indepen-
dent chieftains shared the government of the country and indulged
in unceasing internecine wars and yet paid a close attention to
careful farming and lucrative trade:

The Tamil States maintained powerful Navies and were visited
freely by ships from both east and west, which brought
merchants of various races eager to buy pearls, pepper berrys and
choice commodities and to pay for them with gold, silver and
art ware of Europe. The Sangam literature tells us of the
importation of Yavana wines, lamps, vases and bronze vessels.
Smith observes: “So far as I can judge, the scholars who
maintain the early date of the best Tamil poems are right, and
the ¢ Augustan age’ of Tamil literature may be placed in the
first three centuries of the Christian Era. Other arts were
cultivated with success, including music, drama, painting and
. sculpture; but the states and pictures apparently were executed in
perishable materials, and have wholly vanished. The plays are
said to have been of two kinds. The Tamil or indigenous, in
pumerous varieties, which permitied the insertion of love scenes
and the Aryan or northern, which were more formal and
restricated to eleven stock subjects.”

Such was the state of civilisation in the three Dravidian or
Tamil kingdoms of South during the early centuries of the
Christian era. From about the 4th century to the 8th century
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the Pallava dynasty plays a great part in the history of South
India.

Who were the Pallavas? Whence did they come? How did
they attain the chief place among the powers of the South? To
these questions, Vincent Smith says that ‘“‘no complete answer
can be given at present, although considerable progress has been
made in solving the problem.”’° But from about the 4th
century A.D., the Pallava dynasty plays a great part in the
history of South India. There was however no Pallava country
with traditional limits. The Pallava domination, while it lasted,
extended in degrees varying from time to time over all the three
ancient kingdoms, the extent of such domination being in pro-
portion to the vigour of the Pallava Chiefs and the weakness
of their rivals. This fact has been held to indicate that the
Pallavas like Marattas, were a predatory clan, tribe or caste, which
rose to power by violence and superimposed its authority upon
the Rajas of the territorial kingdoms. It is however, possible that
the Pallavas were not one distinct tribe or class but a mixed
population, composed partly of foreigners and partly of South
Indian tribes or castes, differing in race from the Tamils, and
taking their name from the title of an intruding foreign dynasty,
which obtained control over them and welded them into an
aggressive political power.!?

The Pallava rule over the Tamil country with Kanci as its
capital starts in the late half of the 3rd century A.D., while
the Chola viceroyally ruled over the country before the advent
of the Pallavas j.e., during the Sangam period.

In between the two periods, there is what is known as the
Kalabra interrugnum. What has happened in Tamilakam at the
end of the Sangam period is not known. Histoirans call this as
the dark period. It is however presumed that there was a big
change in political:,and religious spheres. This is seen from the
vé]vikkudi copper plates (A.D. 868)''a during this period the
Jain and Buddist religions flourished and there was a Sangam
convened by Vajra Nandi (470 A.D.), a Jain monk. Prof. A.
Chakkravarti states that there was in existence of a Dravida
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Sanga, otherwise known as Mula Saiiga about the 1st century B.C.
at Southern Patalipura, identified with modern Tiruppappuliyar,
a suburb of Cuddalore. This Dravida Sanga was presided over
by Sri Kunda Kundacariyar, a great Jain teacher attended by
Vajaranandi to revive the Tamil Sangam in the Tamil Nadu
implies rather the downfall of the earlier Maulasangam associated
with Srl Kunda Kundacariyar (Jaina Literature in Tamil by Prof.
A. Chakkravarthi, pp. 8-9). Some scholars think that the Kalabras
are foreign intruders, while others think that they are Tamils.
This question is not examined here.

It is generally accepted by Tamil Scholars that the pallavas
do not find place in Sangam literature. It is not known what
prompted Mahavidwan R. Ragava Iyengar to reinterpret Perum-
paparruppatai as referring to a Pallava prince. At the outset, the
Pandit has not identified the Pallava king who is the hero of
the Poem. He seems to depend much upon the myths attributed
to the Pallava’s birth, which are found in later grants only and
not at all in the earlier grants. Further the Cholas are known
as Thirayars after their tribe.  Their coins have ships stamped
on them. A close study of the said Idyll would however reveal
that the learned Pandit’s interpretation is erroneous and that the
rormal interpretation of the old commentator Naccinarkkiniyar
needs no revision. Out of 1100 words and phrases in the great
poem only about 10 words could'® be located as Sanskrit forms
and the poem in extremely free from Aryan interference. Scholars
consider that this poem should have been composed prior to

" Pattinappalai.

Further more this Rudran Kannanir is also the author of
Pattinappalai, a long poem in praise of Karikalan (lst century
B C)is '

It would be relevant here to note that Mahamahopadyaya
Dr: U. V. Swaminatha Iyer has shown certain identical thoughts
and sentences in the two poems (Perumpédnairuppatai and
Pattinappalai.’® There is therefore no reason to contradict the
contemporaneous nature of Karikdlanp and Ilantiraiyan, 3

A-14
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One of the reascns that appears to have prompted Raghava
Iyengar is that both the words Tongdai and Pallavam mean tender
twigs. A close study of the commentary on Perumpanarruppatai
and his essay on Ilantiraiyan serving as an introduction to the
commentary'* would reveal the distronted and confused thoughts
led by erroneous traditions and misleading accourts of mythical
ancestry attributed to the Pallavas. Dr. S. Krishnasami Iyengar
considers'® that the word as applied to Pallavas in the first
instance is a translation of the Tamil word Topdaiyar and
Topdaiman and states that this finds confirmation in some of the
copper plate characters, which bring in tender twigs of some
kind in connection with the eponymous name Pallava and that
this undoubtedly is a later use of the term. The Pallavas are
foreign to the locality and the rulers of Kanchi had continued to
be known as Topdamans all through historical times. It is quite
probable that the Pallavas who began to rule later over the
country identified themselves with the traditions of the country
(vide Dr. K. K. Pillay’s observations quoted at the end of this
paper).

In this connection it is worth quoting P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar:
He has stated as follows in his Pallavas under the head “How
Pallavas came to Kanchi’:

“Our ancients have named ‘Sakadweepa’ to that part of the
country which is lying Northwest of our land and the people of
that country was known as Pallavas and Sakas. It was unusual
for them to come into our land through land route and sea
route as would be seen from the puranas. These people settled
in the western part of Afganistan and that part of the country
has therefore been called ‘Sakasthan’.  While they were there,
they adopted (or embraced) Saivism, Vaishnavism, Buddhism or
Jainism and become interrelated to the people of our country.
These people (in course of time) spread all over the country
and established kingdoms wherever there were possibilities to do
so. They had their capitals at Taxina, Vada Mathura, Ujjain
and other places. And in the usual course they entered South
India also and set up their rule at Kanchi,’”!®
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“Before the advent of Pallavas, there is no trace of any
evidence that the Tamils adopted the Aryan Gods. The Tamil
kings aiso did not perform vedic ritess The country was ruled
under the Tamilian traditions and not under the Aryan Sastras.
The Pallavas wrote their inscriptions in Prakrit and later in
Sanskrit and there were not races of Tamil in them. Later on
this cult spread from Kanchi into the integior.”’?”

Under the head ‘The state of literature’, P. T. Srinivasa
Iyengar writes: ‘“The names of the earlier Pallavas and their
doings, have not been mentioned in any of the writings in Tamil
of that period, as these foreigners spoke their Prakrit language,
adopted their own Aryan ways, and did not mingle with the
Tamils neither did they learn Tamil language, nor did they
patronise Tamil poets.”” But on the other hand we see that the
Tamil kings of the Sangam period patronised Tamil poets and
treated them friendly with respect and when the kings erred,
they (poets) dared to correct them,'®

It is not our purpose in this short paper to show how the
Buddhists, the Jains and the Brahmins have taken pains to
spread their religious customs and manners in Tamil Nadu during
the early period of South Indian History. Suffice it to say that
they were distinct groups of civilisation in the early centuries
before and after the Birth of Christ.'®

We have inscriptions and copper plate grants of the Pallava
rulers to build wup the history of their period and their rule
over the Tamil country. From these records however, we could
not come to a decision as to who was the first to establish the
Pallava kingdom.'°2 Bappa is the first known Pallava ruler. He
has brought Six Brahmin families of Atreya Harith, Barathwaja,
Kausik, Kasyapa and Vatsa Gotras from the north and settled
them here and donated gold and hundred thousand ploughs for
their welfare. It is probable that he has followed the precedent
of his forerunner Karikalan who had cleared the forest in that
part of the country and settled Vellala families (agriculturists) to
cultivate the land for prosperity. It is considered that he is the
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first king to encourage Yogas in the North Indian style in Tamil
country.?®

P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar comnsiders that before the advent of
the Pallavas the Aryan language, the Aryan ways of living did
not spread over the Tamil country and there were only stray
cases of Buddhist and Jain monks and Brahmins entering and
living secludedly4in the forests and caves as would be seen from
Brahmi inscriptions  found in this country.

Sivaskanda came to the throne after Bappa and this
Sivaskanda even when he was an young prince (not yet a crowned
- king) has donated lands to the Brahmins as seen from the Prakrit
copper plate known as Mayidavolu grant (found at Mayidavolu
village, Narasarpet Taluk in Krishna District). Sivaskanda ruled
with Kanchi as Southern capital, the second capital being
Amaravati. At Amaravati Buddhist monks resided in the mutts
(during this period) built in stones. This Sivaskanda performed
several yagas and copper plate inscriptions déscribing his
munificence have been found at Hirahadagalli (Bellary District).
P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar considers that, from the above two copper
plates, there is a distinct way of rule, as distinguished from the
Tamilian role and assigns 3rd century A.D. to his rule. From
here we shall skip over and come to the Dynasty of Simbavishnu.
During this period, it will be noticed that the rulers are changing
their names and titles i.e., from Sanskrit to Tamil style. P. T.
Srinivasa Iyengar considers this change as due to the fact that
the rulers begin to identify themselves with the people of the
country.?? They have assumed the titles Kadayars and Kaduvettis,
as they had to clear the forests to make room for the growing
_population. Raghava Iyengar has however stated that the Pallavas
assumed the title Kadavar by virtue of their settlement at Kata-
ham in Malay. The statement is contrary to historical facts.
Kadavar and Kaduvetti are Tamil words definitely.

It was Virardjéndra to undertake a compaign in farther
"Indla and defeat the king of Kataha or Kagdaya in the Malay
.Penmsula. He'is known to have reigned at least for seven yeats
and was succeeded by his son Adirajéndran. This apart, the
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word Kadaya is a Tamil word meaning “man of the forest” and
the word Kaduvetti is a word meaning “‘the man who has cleared
the forest”. There is therefore no point in hunting after an
imaginary place and Simha Vishnu was succeeded by his illustrious
son Mahgndravarman I°? and his grandson Narasimhavarman.

All these three have construcied temples endowed them with
lands for their maintenance. The Karam grant is said to be the
first copper plate issued by Mahéndravarman’s people containing
both Sanskrit and Tamil scripts. Previously, the Pallavas were
called Kshatriyas of an irregular order. Subsequently the Karam
grant styled them (issued by Paraméswara Bothiriya) as the
descendents of Aswattama belonging to Barathwaja gotra. As their
conquests expanded and their grants increased, the Kiram grant
plates style them now as the descendents of Brahma, Angiras,
Brihaspathi-Barathwaja  Doona, Atwattama-Pallava.  Srinivasa
Iyengar ridicules this kind of exaggeration by the grantees (see
Pallavas, Part II, p. 55).

The next grant for our notice is Kasakkudi grant issued by
Nandivarman in his twenty second regnal year. This grant
elaborates the geneology of the Paliavas. In this grant Brahma
and others have been described in detail -in separate slokas.
According to the descriptions, Indra was afraid of Aswathama’s
great tapas and sent Ménaka to entice him, so as to divert his
attention and thus disturb the progress of this tapas.

An interesting story is told by P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar as
how Mayurasarma, a Brahmin got enraged when he was insulted
at Kanchi (while he was studying in the college), by a Kshatriya
warrior and on the spot he determined to show his mettle by
waging war against the Pallavas and setting up the Kadamba
dynasty.

Now, Ménaka achieved her object and gave birth to a child
on a cot made of Pallavam (tender twigs). The child, therefore,
earned the name of Pallavan. The phrase *° dswathama’s son*
found in earlier grants has thus been elaborated with this new
story. This story has also been illustrated in the temple known as
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Paraméswara Vipnagaram. It is also found in the Kasakkudi grant,
that even if he is born of a Brahmin family, he has also all
the qualities of a Kshatriya. ~Thus we see the Pallavas who
were considered to be irregular (F&v@si_) Kshatriya raised to
the status of “Brahma-Kshtatriyas’’. Not satisfied with this
ancestry, the grant goes still further and makes Asoka a
descendant of a Pallava (P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar, The Pallavas,
Part III, pp. 10-14). As Asoka Pillars are found in the borders
of Tamil country, the grant has apparently included him also in
the Pallava family. The grantce was one Somayaji who was well
versed in Vedas, Viyakarna, Astrology etc. Another grant from
Tantan-Tottam was made in Nandivarma’s 58th year and it has
been stated in it that the village had been given to 308 Brahmin
scholars who were well versed in Vedas. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar
considers that the said Brahmins should have come from Telugu
country and that it may be presumed that these Telugus mixed
with the people of the land as Tamils, with the result that
Sanskrit words have mixed freely in the later day writings in
Tamil. It will, therefore, be irrelevant to quote this ancestry, to
disturb the evenflow of the poem Perumpaparruppatai.

Another point raised by R. Raghava Iyengar may be mentioned
here to illustrate his erroneous views regarding South Indian
History of the Sangam Period.”® In discussing Tiraiyan as a
Pallava prince, he has taken Nannan as a Pallava chieftain whereas
he is a Tamil chieftain and for a detailed discussion proving Nannag
as a Tamil chieftain, we may safely refer him to C. E. Rama.
chandran’s paper®* published in the Madras University Journal.
He has refuted the findings of Nilakanta Sastri and others of
similar view.

It will be futile to link Perumpaparfuppatai with a Pallava
prince as its hero, as attempted by Raghava Iyengar. It is not
possible that the poet has composed the poem in praise of an
alien Pallava prince.

What has happened to the Chola prince who was ruling at
Kanchi ? It is probable that he has moved north or west, when
_the Pallava has driven a wedge dividing the northern part and
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southern part of the Chola country. A considerable number of
epigraphical records was discovered in the Cuddappah and Kurnil
districts, * which brought to light a dynasty of Telugu kings of
Renadu, claiming to have been the descendants of Karikala
chola. The Telugu Chola king Mah&ndra, father of Punyakumara
of Melapadu plates seems to have been a subordinate and
contemporary of the Pallava king Mahéndravarman of Kanchi,
who ruled at the beginning of the 7th century. Simhavishpu,
son of Nandivarman of the Telugu Chola family and brother of
Dananjaya (father of Mah&ndra) must have been a contemporary
of the Pallava king Simhavishpu (father of Mah2ndra Pallava).
Thus we come to know that the Telugu Cholas were ruling the
Cuddappah country even during the 6th century. This country is
identified to be Masalia referred to in the Periplus of the
Erythrean sea. The passage concerned is quoted below :

¢.not far from the three marts we have mentioned, named
Kamara poduke and sopatama, lies Masalia, the sea board of
a country extending far inland. Here immense quantities of fine
muslins are manufactured”” (Macrindle).

Solia is a corrupt form of the word Cola. The chinese
traveller Hien-Tsing, who visited India in the 7th. centusy,
mentions the country of cu-li-ye identified with the country round
cuddappah and Kurnil. Cu-li-ye is cola or sola. The country
of Mai-solia or Masolia (Middle or great cola) extended far
inland and the Mai-solus, or the Pepnar waters this region in
the lower part of its course. The country of the colas was all
of the black cotton soil famous for its cotton produce from the
earliest times. It was for that reason that the cotton fabrics
produced in this Masolus country were renowened as Maisolins
or Muslins. The Telugu cholas were ruling the coastal region
from Kanchi as far almost as the mouth of Krishna till the
13th or the 14th century that the coast line up to the Krishna
was called colamapdala tira or the coromandal coast of the
European travellers.”®

The Brahmins of the Sangam period were Tamils and they
were called Parppar (Seers) and they had high influence with the
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people. But the Brahmins who came later into Tamil country
“wave after wave” from the time of the Pallavas and later
Cholas and Papdiyas gave prominence to Sanskrit only.?®2 The
kings also encouraged their seitlement here and adopted the rites
envisaged in the Vedas and Hindu sastras. These Brahmins were
engaged as Archakas or Veda Parakars in the temples built by
them. They also held high posts in the government and in
order to retain their influence and power, they invented vamsas
(ancestors), gotras (Pedigrees) and sastras (for religious rites). The
kings elated by the flattery, endowed lands and donated funds
for vedapatalas and mutts.?®

P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar concludes his book on the Pallavas
with the remarks that the Pallavas were parthians who came
from sakadaweepa (near Parthia) and settled as Parthavars (or
Pahalavas ?) in Jambuthuweepa.?” Here they assumed the name
as Pallavas and adopted the Aryan Kshtriya ways. They captured
Kanchi and began to rule in the Aryan ways and spread
Sanskrit culture in Tamil Nadu. They also built temples with
stone and endowed lands and donated funds to Brahmins brought
from Telugu country. As the population of Brahmins increased the
Varpashrama was introduced, Saivisim and Vaishnavism were
encouraged and consequently other religions died. The language
and culture of the Pallavas were different from the ancient Tamil
culture. In the circumstances it is not correct to equate Tiraiyan
with a Pallavan,?®

Dr. K. K. Pillay in his monumental work, History of Tamil
Nadu: Her People and Culture, concludes his chapter on the
Pallavas as follows: “In the history of Tamilakam, the greatness
of the Pallava period glows with the lustre. The Pallavas,
foreigners as they were, to the Tamil civilisation and culture, have
changed, in the course of time, their customs and manners and
became Tamilians. In the early period, they had Sanskrit as
their court language and in due course adopted Tamil also as their
court language. During this period sanskrit works have come
into existence and Sanskrit scholars had honours in their court.
They have also encouraged Tamil learning.
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In view of all, when they first entered Tamilakam, they
cleared the forests and converted them as cultivable and habitable
lands. To perpetuate their memory, great kings of the time
constructed very big tanks, dug new channels to the rivers and
encouraged! cultivation on a large scale”.?®

In view of all these achievements, it is surprising that the
memory of the dynasty has not survived to any appreciable
extent in living tradition. The Mackenzie Manuscripts collected
about a century ago by the indefatigable Surveyor general, Col.
Colin Mackenzie, although containing many accounts professing
to give the dAncient History of Topdamapdalam and the exploits
of Atondai Chakravarthi seem to preserve a distant reminiscence of
what the people of the early part of the 19th century believed
to have been the ancient condition of Topdaimandalam, by which
name the region immediately around Kafichipuram was known.
This class of traditional accounts preserved in the Mackenzie
collection appears to depict the condition of Tondaimangdalam
prior to the Pallava adevent. Some of them, such as the account
of Tondaman Chakravarti, relate to the conquest of the region
from rude and uncivilised tribe known as the Kurumbars and to
‘the introduction of civilization by Andondai Chola. There seems
to be warrent for presuming that this person was no other than
Topdaman Ilantiraiyan, a Chola prince who is immortalized in
Perumpanarruppatai by Rudran Kanpnapar.®

APPENDIX I

REGARDING THE STATUS OF THE PALLAVA AS
BRAHMA-KSHATRIYA

A question may be asked, whether the same pesson could be
the secular head (Pati) as well as the religious leader (Acharya)
of a clan. A few references in Ramayapa and Mahabaratha
brought forth by V. Raghavan (Indian culture, April, 1939), show
that the heads of Miechas, political and religious, were called
Mieccharias,  (See footnotes 1 and 2 at p. 78 of A4 History of

the Guptas by Di. R, N. Dandekar),
A-15
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' The Sakes were presumably included by Sankarariya among
Miechas. Pallavas are defined as Mlechas (Nichas) or Pathakars
(Dhurdhas) in Pinkala Nikapdu (500 AD). One instance to show
that a Saka may be a Pathaga (Dhurdha) may be quoted from
the History of the Guptas. Samudhra Gupta was succeeded by
his Son Rama Gupta. It appears that the Saka King had
demanded Rama Gupta’s legally wedded wife, Duruvadevi and
that Rama Gupta being a coward had actually consented to send
his. wife over to Sakadhipathi. The extract from the newly
discovered drama Devi Chandra Gupta contains a long dialogue
between Rama Gupta and Duruva Devi, in which Rama Gupta
states that he is sending her away for the sake of the people.
Duruva Devi then complains of her husband’s heartlessness later
op, Prince Chandra Gupta (Rama’s younger brother) determines
to go to Saka King in the disguise of Duruva Devi. Chandra
Gupta ultimately kills the Saka king through the Stratagem.
(See p: 70 of A History of the Guptas by Dr. R. N. Dandekar).

From the foregoing it may be seen that the Mlechas (Sakas
or Pallavas) assumed to be Brahma-khsatria to become both
secular as well as religious heads and that they would not mind
to stoop to the level of asking his rival to surrender his wife,
which is a Pathaga’s (Dhurdhas) deed.

Further more, the Pallavas have been defined as Parathavar
(Foreigners) by Chiidamapi Nikapdu.  Raghava Iyengar forgets
easily the anticedents of the Pallavas. He says (p. 5) that they
have performed Vaidika ceremonies and as such the Tamil kings
found it fit to get girls for marriage from their family. Raghava
Iyengar need not have laboured much to praise (Sky high) the
Pallava kings as fit to intermarry with the ancient three kings
of Tamilakam. It is the Royal Prerogative of the kings to marry
woman from other Races or Tribes for Political and other
considerations. :

APPENDIX II

g 'SOMETHING MORE ABOUT TIRAIYAN AND PALLAVAS

o 'V, Kanakasabai -considers that the Tiraiyars, or Sea kings,
were a great scafaring gace, whose home appeass to have beea in
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Lower Bengal and who travelled to Burma, Cochin, China,
Ceylon and Southern India and that a Tiraiyan, reigned at
Kanchi, was contemporary with Karikalan and that it was on
this account that the Cholas (who belonged to this tribe) boasted
of being descendents of the Solar race.* The oldest of the
Chola kings is said to have saved Amaravathi, the capital of
Indra, when it was besieged by Ashuras and that, in gratitude
for the service, Indra sent five giants who killed the Nagas of
Kaverippattinam and enabled the Chola king to take possession
of that town (Cilappatikaram, V1 95-97 and VI: 14 to 17;
Mapimékalai, 1: 20 to 24). He feels no doubt Muchukunta was
the first Chola king (Kanakasabai refers to Epigraphic Indica,
Part I, p. 2) who conquerred the Nagas and states that the
name of the Tiraiyar in Sanskrit is Sagarakula and the ancient
kings of Thondamapdalam belonged to Sagarakula but the latter
Pallavas styled themselves as Bharadvajas. He has also given
the following family names known as late as the 16th Century
A.D.

Pangala Thiraiyar—Thiraiyar of Bengal

China Thiraiyar—Thiraiyar of China (This was most probably
Cochin China)

Kadara Thiraiyar—Thiraiyar of Kagdaram, that is Burma

Singala Thiraiyar—Thiraiyar of Ceylon

Pallava Thiraiyar—Thiraiyar of Pallavam

The Cholas are’ known as Thirayars and as such there is
no doubt that the Thiraya of Kanchi was a chola. The question
to be decided is whether the Tiraiyag of Perumpapagruppatai
was of a Pallava (Foreign) origin or not. Rudran Kappapar,
the author of the Poem has definitely stated that among the

*® Harivamsa states that theP Zpdiyas, Kerala, Chéra and Chdla as the song
of Akrita and the descendants of Vishnu-Brahma, Attri-Chandra and
after 16 generations Akrita. Vaikatasami Nattar points out the
irrelavancies of showing Kerala and Chéra as separate entities and
states that in literature Chdla is shown as belonging to solar race while
Papdiyas are shown as descendants of Lunar race.
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three Tamil Kings Tiraiyan was great. As he has also composed
a poem (Pattinappalai) on Karikalan, it should be taken that
the Tiraiyan is a chola prince under the patronage of Karikalan.
This internal evidence cannot be easily passed over to assign the
poem to a pallava who was an alien and a later successor to
the state.

The fact that a Chola subdued the Nagas would support the
theory of a Chola marrying a Naga Princess and myths would
. support this view only. The other family names in Kanakasabai’s
list would only show the extent of influence of the Tiraiyars in
- Bengal, Cochin China, Kadaram (Burma) and Ceylon.

As regards “Pallava, Tiraiyan” found in Kanakasabai’s list,

we will have to conclude that the second dynasty of the Pallavas
founded by Simhavishnu (succeeded by Mahsndra I and
Narasimha I) should have adopted the tribal name of the ancient
king of the country viz., Tiraiyan. The very fact that two
words Tiraiyan and Pallavan is a compound word (Pallava-
Tiralyan) would clearly show that the Pallavas were reluctant to
give up their original identity. Atternatively it may be presumed
that the word Pallava Tiraiyan is a later corruption of ¢Palvel
Tiraiyan’’, (Tiraiyars of abundant spears). Otherwise there is no
need for them to use both the words (giving the same meaning)
for their identification. The word Pallavan has been taken as a
Sanskrit translation of the Tamil word Tiraiyan.  Alternatively,
the Pahlavas os Pallavas have subsequently identified themselves
with the local Tiraiyars, when they (Pallavas) had come to stay
and adopt the customs and manners of the people of the
for a;’peaceful administration of the country.

soil

Perumpaparruppatai  describes a peaceful and prosperous
country with a benevolent ruler who hase patronised Tamil
Ministrels, The period of the early Pallavas was a period of
. turmoil and appeasement of the people on the one hand by
adopting the native king’s tribal name and of satisfying the
Brahmin Pandits on the other in the form of grants to recognise
them (Pallavas) -as men of ‘noble birth. In any case to treat the
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Pallavas as foreigners as has been 'done by Raghava Iyengar and
then fit them in a Sangam poem, finding far fetched or
unwarranted meanings in it to the accepted view of the old
commentary of Naccinarkkiniyar would be contrary to the
accepted view that they have not been praised or mentioned in
Sangam Poems. ‘

Kanakasabai has furnished a list of verses written by the
Poets who flourished between the years AD 50 and 150 (and
Perumpanarruppatai is one among them) and stated that they
furnish ample materials for studying the history and civilisation
of the ancient Tamils. Enbalmed in this literature we find a
faithful picture of their habits and manners and of their social
and political condition, in a form which is far more enduring
than if it had been engraved on brass or stone.*

APPENDIX III
TIRAIYAN: K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRI'S VIEWS

The Tiraiyars are more important families than Valirs. The
chieftains claim as descendants of Vishpu, and as coming from
~the ‘seas’. Those Tiraiyars are also known as Thopdamans and
their country is known as Thopdamandalam. There is a story
about these Tiraiyars- “A chola prince married a Naga princess
“resulting in the birth of a son and he was left floated with a
Tonda twig round his neck for identification.”

&

The Tiraiyar’s country extended from the Vaikata hills in

the west to the sea coast in the east and the Tiraiyap of

“Perumpﬁpﬁz_ruppa;ai is contemporary with Karikalan of Pattinap-

palai. Both the poems included in the Pattuppasfu were composed

© by Rudran Kappan. But there is no authority to show either

that the "Thopdaman Ijantiraiyap is related to “Karikalag or
that, the former was under the latter’s overlordship.

This Ilantiraiyan is also a great poet and in one of his
poems he has pressed the need fo; a good government. The

* The Tamils 1800 Years Ago, pp. 209-211.
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- question whether the Pallavas are Tiralyar's relatives or not is a
controversial point to decide. (Tamilar Varalarum Pappatum by
K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, 1965, pp. 32-33).

4.

Note: 1t is not clear why Sastri is reluctant to come to decision. Both
Karikilap and l]antiraiyap claim to be descendants of Vishnu and both
are said to come from Tiraiyar Tribes. Further Karikalag is said to
have invaded north and conquerred territories and to have developed
Kinchi, The legend also is that the Tiraiyag born of the union of a
Naga Princess and a Chola prince and Péraciriyar considers that the
Tiraiya prince is ecligible to become a king (as explained in the main
paper). The internal evidence in Perumpapargruppatai is that he is as
spotless as a couch (with a right side winding) amoug the three kings
(Chéra, Chola and Papdiya). The later Pallavas should claim to be the
descendants of the ancient Tiraiyars of Kanchi or should call themselves
as allens of Tamilnadu. But this need not stand in the way of coming
to a definite conclusion that the Tiraiyars are Cholas. This has been
discussed in the main paper in detail.
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W. K. Wimsatt and Cleanth Brooks, Literary Criticism: A Short History,
Quoted in p. 525.

A, L. Rowse, The Use of History, Quoted in pp. 19-20,

In Perumpaparruppatai only Tiraiyan is mentioned and not Ijan-Tiraiyan.
P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar states that Karikalag conquered the country and
set up Ilan-Tiraiyan as a Chieftain at Kaiichi (Vide p. 13 of Part I of
the Pallavas) and that he is the hero of Perumpaparruppatai of Rudrag
Kagpanar, one of the Sangam poets.

V. Kanakasabai Pillai, The Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, First
published in book form in 1904. Kalakam edn 1966. The latest support
Is from Dr. K. K. Pillay. He assigns the third Sangam to the period
ranging from the 1st to the 3rd Century A.D. (Vide (a) Dr. K. K.

-Pillay: “The Brahmi Inscriptions of South India and the Sangam Age,"”

*“Tamil Culture, Volume V, No. 2; (b) Dr. K. K. Pillay: * Naggipal
in its Historical setting™, Madras University Journal, Vol. XXX, No. 2;

(c) Dr. K. K. Pillay: History of Tamil Nadu—Her People and Culture
pp. 82-121).

For a detailed discussion, see the arguments in the lecture on The age
of the last sevem patrons of Tamil by Dr. S. Krishnaswamy Iyengar,
Published as Sentamil Series No. 49 by the Tamil Sangam, Madural,

1924, See also Iyengar’s Introduction to the History of the Pallavas of
Kanchi by R. Gopalan.
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6.

8.

9a.

Perumpanagguppatai—See line 33, Also see Périciriyar’s commentary on
Sotra 638 of Tolksppiyam—Kanakasabapathi Pillai's edition of 1935
p. 1341,

Mapimékalai XX1V, lines 30-61.

V. Kanakassbai Pillai, The Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years A,o, 1966.
fn footnote 1 on p. 50, the author has observed that the puranic
authors have tried to conceal this fact by asserting that the Pipdiya,
Chola and Chéra were descendants of an Arya king. “The Harl Vasesa
and Agpi Puripa make Pandiya, Chola, Kerala and Kola great grand
sons of Dushyanta of the line of Piree and the founders of the regal
dynasties pamed after them. The descendants of Dushyanta however as
specified in the Vishpu Puraps do not include these personages and
their insertion scems to have been the work of more recent authors.
The Harivamusa with a no little inconsistency places the Papdiyas, and
Chojas amongst the Kshatriya tribes degraded by Sagara. The Padma
Puripa has a similar addition to the list of those tribes in the
Ramayapa”. Prof. H. H. Wilson’s “Historical sketch of the Papdiyan
Kingdom®’-Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. VOL. III, An. IX,
p. 199

Vincent A. smith, The »Early History of India, 4th edn., p. 456.
R. Sathianathiyer, Studies in the Ancient History of Tondamandalam,

~ 1944,

10.

11,

Vincent A. Smith, The Early History of India, 4th edn., revised by
S. M. Edwards, 1924.

Ibid., p. 46.

The Dravidian hatred for the Indo-Aryan is still preserved ln the earliest
Tamil poetry. Even after their Arjanistrar the Dravidians presesved
their independence, and while the Iando-Aryans of Northern India
remained divided into small principalities, four great kingdoms sprang
up in the south. They are the kingdoms of Kalisiga, Chéra or Séra,
Chola or Sola and Papdiya. The Dravidian Kingdoms formed a chester
along the edge of the peninsula, while earlier inhabitants of the western
coast fall under the steady under of the Indo-Aryans of the north and

of the barbarians from accross the sea.—R. D. Banerji, Prehistoric India,
1942, p. 38.

A close study of the views of :Smith and Banergi would reveal that
there is a strong ground for the supposition that the intruders

. ‘are Pallavas - Pahlavas. This identification was based on etymological

grounds and supported by the fact that the Pahlavas fermed a
distinct element in the population of western India early in the second
century. Their movement from eastern India to the East goast is
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not only possible but rendered likely by known historical facts. But
R:. Gopalan repudiates this theory mainly on the grourd that there
is no mention in any of the ancestral genealogical list of the Pallava
kings. However the possibility of the Pahlava Penetrations cannot be
ruled out, the more so, because there is a possibility of support of
facts due to distortion by erroneous traditions and misleading accounts
of mythical amoestry éiven in the copper plate grants of the later
dynasty of the pallavas. Mr. Venkayya Preseumes that it was the war
of the western satrap Rudradaman (AD. 150) with the Andhra King

; _Gautamiputra Satakarni and his successor that probably brought about

12,

12a.

13.

" in some manner, the eastaward movement of the Pallavas in bis

service. If it is true that the minister of Rudradaman is called suvisaka
and described in the Jungadha inscription as a Pallava the fact that the
minister was not a ruling king need not stand in the way of getting a
territory for his rule, when the satuvahanas have become weak. (See
discussions of R. Gopalan in his History of the Pallavas of Kanci at
pages 13-14; See also K. K. Pillay’s observations. Quoted at the e:d
of this paper).

For an easy> reading of the text we would recommend Murray edition of
Pattuppattu, edited by M. Shanmukham Pillai. i

Dr. M. Rajamanickam - History of the Pallavas, 1968 (pp. 5-14). However
Prof. V. S. Subramaniachari has fixed the date of Karikalap as between

__B.C. to 305 (Vide Three Karikalas 1958, pp. 77-81).

Dr. U. V. Saminatha Iyer (ed.), Pattuppattu, 1931, pp.. 30-32. The
learned editor has stated that the native place, Kadiyalir of Rudran
Kagpan (the author of Perumpéndrgrupatai) could not be identified.
Dr. M. Rajamenikkam has since identified this place in Chengleput

“ District of Tamil Nadu (Vide Annals of Oriental Reasearch, Vol. XIX,

" Part 1, 1964).

14,

16

gy

15,

Perumpaparruppatai. Comentary by R. Raghava Iyengar-Apnamalai
Unoiversity Publication, 2nd edn., (1958). In a booklet (1959) on the
Topdaman kings of Pudukottai, Thiru. V. Venugopalan has repudiated
the theory of this Pandit that the hero of the Poem is a Pallavan and
not a Chola.

R. Gopalan. Pallavas of Kanchi. See Editor’s (Dr. S. Krishnasami Iyengar’s)

Introduction.

P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar, The Pallavas, Part I, p. 2.

Ibid., p. 3. Also see Dr. K. K, Pillay’s: lecture -on Nagripai in its
Historical Setting. In that lecture he has stated that one of the latest

- theories is that the Pallavas were sailors or maritime : chieftains and that
""" they were invaders from the far eastern region viz., South East Asia.
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18.
19.

Meanwhile, the old theory that the Pallavas were descendants of tha
Parthians has regained force. The Madras University Journal, Vo), XXX,
No. 2, (1959).

Purananaru, 41, 44 & 47.

Very llittle Indo-Aryan influence had penetrated to the extreme South.
Some Brahmin colonies settled in the Dravididan countires and inter-
married with the priest caste natives but on the whole they made very
little impressions on the masses.—R. D. Banerji, Prehistoric, Ancient
and Hindu India, 1934.

19a. R. Gopalan, History of the Pallavas of Kanchi, p. 35.

22

23:
24,

25.

25a.

N. M. Venkatasami Nattar History of the Cholas, 1956, p. 56; Also
Pugram., 244.

The Pallavas by P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar Part IT p. 1; Prehistoric, Ancient
and Hindu India by R. D. Banergi, page 279 (clearing the forest is nos
the monopoly of the Pallavas, Karikala seems to be as whereby rediced
the forerunner as already noticed in the field of converting forests into
cultiviable and habitable lands. (Vide Rudrag Kappanar’s Pattinappalai
lines 283-286.)

This Mahendra varman has too many titles to his credit and one of
them is Sankarina. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar presumed that his father may
be a Pallava (Aryan) and his mother a Tamilan.—P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar,
The Pallavas, Part 1I, p. 12.

Perumpanarruppati, R. Ragava Iyenagar’s commentary, p. 36.

Journal of the Madras University, section-A (Humanities), Vol. XXXiii,
No. 2 (1962), pp. 187-192.

Journal of the Madras University, Vol. XiI, No. 1 (1940). Vide paper
on Butchireddi pacalem by M. Somasekara Sarma, pp. 148-151. For an
earlier notice, see Smith’s- Early History of India, pp. 482-483,

Tamil Culture, Vol. Nos. 2 & 3, See K. K. Pillay’s paper on the ‘‘Aryan
influence in Tamialakam”, pp. 159-169. K. K. Pillay considers that some
of the learned Tamils of the indigenous stock were absorbed into the
fold of Brahmins and states that in one instance pertaining to the 4th
century A.D., when for the purpose of conducting sacrifices, certain
members of the non-brahmin community were selected for want of the
required number of Brahminss In one of the accounts concerning
Brahmins, it is stated that doing the time of Mayuravarman of the
Kadamba dynasty, some Andhra Brahmins selected a number of families
from the non-Brahmin castes, converted them to Brahmins and chose
exagamous sectnames for them (Thurston: Castes and Tribes of Southern
India, introduction, pp. 45-56, quoted by K. K. Pillay).

A-16
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26.
27.

28.

29.
30.
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Ibid., pp. 298-302.

It is stated that, in the Vaikunpta Perumal temple at Kanchi, there is a
figure with a head with a crown, that the head looks like the head
(Mattakam) of an elephant which confirms to the head of Demetrius,
an Indian Bactrian King and that this may confirm to the theory.
Also see K. K. Pillay’s lecture on the Historical Setting of Narrinai.
He has stated in it that this theory is regaining force.

K. K. Pillay, History of Tamil Nadu: Her People and Culture (in Tamil),
1972, pp. 190-191,

Ibid.
R. Gopalan, History of the Pallavas of Kanchi, 1928, pp. 13-14.

Note I: 1In this context we will be failing in our duty if we do not
record hére of our gratitude to our eminent scholars who have with
considerable labour and research, rescued most of the ancient Tamil
literature preserved in manuscripts on Palmyra leaves and jealously
hidden by Pandits into whose hands they had fallen. V. Kanakasabai
observes : ‘‘Foremost among these scholars, I should mention Rao
Bahadur (1) Thamothram Pillai B.A.,B.L., who has published the wholie
of Tholkappiyam with the commentaries of Cépnavariyar and Naccipark=
kiniyar and Kalittokai by Nallantuvanar and Mr. Saminathaiyer, Tamil

Pandit, Kumbakopam college who has published the Patirruppattu,

Cilappatikaram and Puranapiru. We should not omit to mention also

Mr. Shanmukham Pillai, Madras, who has very pluckily brought forward
an edition of the Mapimékalai, although there is no commentary

accompanying the text” (See the Tamil Eighteen Hundred Years Ago, p. 2
and footnote).

Note II: For a careful analysis of the Pattuppatitu (including Perum-
papagruppatai) see the paper by C. E. Ramachandran on ‘‘Historical

studies of Pattuppattu’’ published in the Journal of the Madras University,
Vol. XXXVIIT, Nos. 1 & 2, pp. 125-167.
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