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Serfoji’s Printing Press

First Press with Devanagari Type
in Southern India was started in 1805 A. D.

SR

194 fHE INDIAN ANTIQUARY JUNE 7, 1872

AN EARLY SANSKRIT PRESS AS YET UNNOTICED
BY BIBLIOGRAPHERS

It is strange that the ecarliest editions of a number
of Sanskrit books should never as yet have been described
though they were printed in a large town of Southern
India, and in a part where Europeans have always been
numerous. The first press with Devanagari type, in
Southern India, was started about 1805, at Tanjore, by
Raja Sarabhoji (Serbuji) the well-known pupil of the great
German Missionary Swartz. His object was to print the
books required for the clementary Sanskrit and Maratha
Schools he had established in the Tanjore district. A small
hand press (still in the Tanjore Palace) and a fount of
Devanagari type were procured, probably from Madras,
and this little office received the rather magniloquent
name of Navavidyakalanidhi. The Superintendent was
a Brahman named Kuppa Bhatta. The first production
of the press scems  to have been a Sanskrit - Maratha
Panchanga or Almanac, which was continued for several
years, till superseded by those of the Bombay lithographic
presses. In 1898 (year vibhava) was printed an edition of
the Raghuvamca, the 19 sargas of text complete, 97 pp.
svo. The verses are numbered, and there are two short
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perpendicular lines after each half verse. In other respects
it is printed like native MSS. This is the earliest edition
of this poem by several years: the Calcutta edition
(Gildemeister, No. 224) and Stenzler’s were both
published in 1832, 1In 1811 was printed on 8 pp. (transv),
an edition of the Tarkasangraha. The copy of this which
I have seen is ruled with borders in red ink, and the
close of each sentence has been marked in the same way
by hand, a vacant space having been left by the
compositor for this purpose. On the first page are two
rude cuts of Ganesa and Siva. In the same year also
was printed an edition of Annann Bhatta‘s Comment on
the Tarkasangraha, similar to that of the text, oblong
22 pp. In 1812 was printed an edition of the Bhashapa-
richchheda (Karikavali), by Panchanana Bhatta, oblong
10 pp. In 1813 (year Srimukha) appeared an edition of
the complete text of Maghas Sisupala badha, 8 vo. 106
pp. In 1814 the Kumarachampu, attributed to Sarabhoji
himself, but really compo:ed by one of his Pundits, was
printed, 25 pp- transv. Two vditions of the Amarakosha
(one in 8 vo. and the other in fulio”)  were also  early
finished; of the dates T am uncertain, as 1 have only seen
imperfect copies. An edition of the Muktavali (a comment
on the Bhashaparichchheda) was also begun. but only 45}
pp. (transv) were finished. Among the Maratha publi-
cations of this press is a translation of Aesop’s fables, with
rude cuts, in 12 mo. The type is very good and clear:
each letter is however separated, as in many MSS.
All the copies 1 have seen are printed on European hand-
made paper. The texts are tokrably correct, in some
copies errors have been corrected by hand

{Courtesy :  Indian Antiquary, By Jus Burgess vol | 1872
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Samartha Ramadasi
Mutts in Tanjore

T. N. BIIMA RAO GOSWAMI

(Late) Mathadhtpathi, JHOLI RAMGOSWAMI MATH, Tanjore
( Retd. Pricipal of Govi. College, Kumbakonam

The Samartha Ramadasi Maths in Tanjore are :

I. Sri Bhimaraja Goswami Math, South of Saman-
dankulam,

2. Sri Jholiram Goswami Math, Ellaiamman
Koil Street,

3. Sri Govindabalaswami Math, Sakhanaig Street,

with a subsidiary known as Sri Mukundaswamt

Mutt, Karandai

Sri Annaji Bava Math, South Main Street,

Sri Sethu Bava Math, East Main Street,

Sri Bhima Rao Math, South Main Street,

Sri Bhimadas Math of Fast Main Street,

SN

It is well known that Sti Samartha Ramadas Swami
was the Guru and adviser of Chatrapathi Sri Sivaji
Maharaj who established the Mahratta Empirel and
saved Hindu Dharma and India from ruin. Sri Ramadas
Swami realized that sprituality and practical life had
to go hand in hand and so generally favoured * grihas-
thasrama * for his disciples. The Maths established by
him propagate, and perpetuate his work and teachings.
Till about the turn of the century they were also centres
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of learning on a modest scale, and had good Libraries.
The Matadhipathis generally speaking, are grihasthas.

When Sri Samartha visited Tanjore. he was requested
by its ruler Venkeji to stay permanently there. How-
ever, Sti Samartha could not comply, and promised to
send a few chosen disciples to do so.  Among such who
came down to Tanjore, were Sri Bhikkaji Bava Saha-
purkar, Mauni Bava, and Raghavadas. The former,
known as Bhimaraja Swami, established his Math (No. 1,
above)in 1677 A D Sri Mauni Bava founded the Meru
Swami Math ot Mannargudi, and Sri Raghavadas
organised another at Konnur, a village near Mariamman
Koil, East of Tanjore.

Tanjore was the capital of the Mahratta kingdom in
the south and was thickly populated with Maharashtrians,
As one math was found insufficient to cater to the nceds
of so many, in due coursc the Maths No. 2, 3 and 4 were
established under the choser disciples of Sri Bhimaraja
Swami

The Mathadhipathis are grihasthas and the principle
of primogeniture prevails in ths matter of succession.
Bvery successor to the Adhishthanapitam must go
through a special ceremony of installation. in which other
Matadhipathis are also present. He identifics all his
interests with those of Sri Ramadas and does his duties
as a humble and faithful servant, getting Biksha on
particular occasions, doing Dasabodhaparayanam, Bhajan
cte. Sri Rama Navami, Sri Samartha Navami, and other
sacred festivals are observed. As in course of time, the
kings became only symbols, royal paironage ceased, and
some maths had no properties or source of income at all,
the heads have to earn for themselves and the math by
service, and maintain the traditions as of old.
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Murthis of Sri Rama, Sita, Anjuneya, Sri Rama
Yanira etc are worshipped daily in the Maths. There
arc manuscript copies of Sri Dasabodha, works of Sri
Ramadas, Jholi, Jhanda, Kaphni, Mekkala, Kubadi,
Padukas etc. The portraits of th: Guru Parampara ars
also there.

Sri Bhimaraj Swami was a real renunciate and didn’t
care for power of pelf. When the king desired (on
mischievous advice) that the swami should come (o the
palace to initiate him (king), the swami sent a fitting
reply ¢ The thirsty cow should go to the tank - - the tank
cannoi comc to the cow.”  The king was enraged and his
courtiers got another Sadhu, Sethu Bava by name (a
follower of Meruswami Math of Mannargudi referred to
carlicr) to come and give initiation.  The king created
and richly endowed a Math for him and made him “ Raja
Guru” ( Math No. 5 in the list),

The desirelessness and devotion of Sri Bhimaraj
Swami was tested by the ill-advised king again.  Wanting
to trouble and humiliate the Swami, the king went to the
Math and asked the Swami whether the Rama Pooja
Mantap could move forward! The Swami, for whom
Rama was cverything in life, sung a soul stirring song —
and lo! the Mantap moved forward : The king was
filled with shame and remorse and begged to be forgiven.

One of the disciples of the Swami dving Samadhij
Pooja, cstablished the Math at No. 6

Later, a Ramadasi saint from the North, came to
Tanjore and won followers by his spirituality and conduct,
Math No. 7 was established by him, with the patronage of
the then Ranee.

As mentioned earlier, all these Maths conduct the
Puoja, Bhajan, festivals etc on the pattern of Sri Samartha



32

Samparadaya, Harikathas are performed by the matadhi-
pathis on occasions like Sri Rama Navami, Sri Anjaneya
Jayanthi, Sri Gokulashtami, Sri Das Navami etc

Many of the Mathadhipathis were experts in vocal
and instrumental music and encouraged artists. It is said
that the founder of Math No. 4 could sing so swectly that
even animals like the fleet footed deer would stand spell
bound. Sri Ramachandra Goswami (of Math No. 2)
has composed many *sakis”, “dindis”, “lavanis”,
« padas ” etc. and has also composed works.

These [nstitutions were mainly maintained by Royal
partonage and contributions from followers. In modern
times, as already mentioned, the head of these Institutions
have mostly (o earn by service, while preserving the
traditions. These Maths deserve to be preserved if the
Maharashtrian culture is not to be lost in the South.

[ Editor’s Note: The above article was written some
35 years ago. The Maths are being maintained and
conducted as indicated above, The Idols of Math
No. 5 are now in Mannargudi, Thanjavur District,
Tamiloadu. ]

( Courtsey : 1990 Souvenir of Maharashtra Samaj, Tanjorc}
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The Maratha Rajas of Thanjavur

T.B NAGARAJAN, 1aas (Retd.)
Former Additional NDeputy Controlicr and Auditor General

Right from the dim past the Kaveri Delta has
been the seat of a glorious civilization -in the truest
sense of that word: Geologically, the Southern portion
of our country is very very ancient and once formed part
of the (now lost) continent of Lemuria. The association
of @isrf-Ggrenfuui with the “Great Deluge” bears
testimony to the geological age of the delta. The City of
Tanjore is mentioned in the puranas as associated with
»@psgew and is also sometimes mentioned in connection
with Kubera. All these bear witness to the antiquity
of the city.

The delta has been well blessed by Nature with very
fertile soil - Quaenr efameryyib wd. This coupled with strong
and cultured Kings and chieftains, enabled its people to
cultivate arts and letters to a very high level of excellence.
This land and its culture could very well be thought of
as “Mother Kaveri’s Gift”.

Coming to recorded history, one finds that Karikala
Cholan is the first Chola King who ruled Tanjore
(50 A.D. - 95). He was the greatest of the Sangam Age
Cholas and was a General, Statesman and Engineer
non—pareil.

Later, Vijayalaya Cholan (850-871) wrested Tanjore
from his enemics, and his descendants ruled till 1279.
Raja Raja the Great is the best known among them,
closely followed in fame by his son Rajendra. Raja Raja
it was, who built the World famous Big Temple - a
colossal monument — and endowed it munificiently.
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After 1279, sundry chieftains styling themselves
«Cholas” were in rulc, and later the Vijayanagar Empire
annexed Cholamandalam, Emperor Achyuta nominated
Sevappa Nayak to rule Tanjore (1532-1560) and he
founded the Tanjore Nayak dynasty The great Govinda
Dikshitar was patronized by Nayaks. The last of the
dynasty was Vijayaraghava (1634-1673) He was pleasure
loving and weak as administrator. and was killed (along
with his son) in battle by Chokcanatha Nayak of Madura.

At the critical juncture, (a juncture that sowed Lhe
seeds of Maratha rule in Tanjore)  Ekoji was sent by the
Bijapur Sultan to fight Chokcanatha. Ekoji easily defeated
the Nayak in the battle of Ayya mpettai, and after waiting
and watching for sometime, easily ascended the thronc
of Tanjore in 1676_founding the Maratha dynasty  which
rule was to last upto 1855.

Ekoji alias Venkoji was the son of Shaji - and step
brother of Shivaji the Great He was very wise, valiant,
learned and devout. Though he distrusted his brother
Shivaji and would not agree to some of the latter's plars,
he did his best here and ruled extremely well and wisely-
Though he was locked in combat with inimical Madura
and Mysore armies, he found time to reorganize his
administration, establish peace and order in his own
kingdom, and made it extremely prosperous in trade and
agriculture. He was a keen lover of and patron of arts &
letters. One Sivarama Kavi was his contemporary.
Venkoji also got a Ramadas Mutt (PQudlunse o smiper s
@anin) established in Tanjore by inviting Sri Bhima Rao
Swami direct disciple of Sri Samartha Ramadas. He was
also capable of detachment, ard could get over the desire
to “ hang on to power ”, something unknown now-a-days.
and allowed his sons to run the kingdom. only guiding
and advising them when necessary.
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The notable trait of Venkoji and his followers - as
also of his successors and their followers —~ was that they
never, attempted to thrust their ways of living and
thinking on the “conquered” people. They wisely and
freely mixed with existing culture and patronized it. This
in its turn, made the pcople love them and not look
upon them as “intolerable aliens”  This happily led to
the people absorbing the best in the Marathi, culture - eg.
Karikatha - Lavani eic.

Shahji ruled from 1684 1711, He was a person of
extra-ordinary, multifaceted talents., He freed his cousin
Rajaram (of Poona) who was a virtual prisoner in Gingee.
He scouted for talents and patronized men of arts and
letters. He took special steps to provide medical and
educational facilities, and had a large veterinary hospital
at 9mwrepi. He was also known as Abhinava Bhoja.
Many tamil dramas (s $) of his reign exist. The noted
saint-poet wf 57 gusenar has praised this king. Rama-
bhadra Dikshitar is another well known author of his
regin.

Serfoji 1 (1711-29) and Tukkoji (1729-35) continued
this glorious tradition. Ekoji I (1735-37) ruled only
for about a vear and there was a dark period on account
of claims and counter claims, Then came Pratapsingh
(1739-63)-a rcally great ruler. 1t was he who imprisoned
Chandasahib, and built the Sri Rama Temple in West
Main Street. After Thulajaji (1763-87) and Amarsingh
(1787-98) came Serfoji IT (1798-1832), who has world-wide
fame on account of his library. The last king Shivaji
(1833-1855) was his son. His adopted son Rajaram was
later declared as ‘Prince” a mere title.

All the Maratha rulers (except perhaps during the
very short troubled interval mentioned) were highly
learncd, well informed, Catholic in outlook, devout and
patronized men of learning and skill.
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Ramabhadra Dikshitar (referred to earlier) was an
intellectual giant adopt in all “darsanas”, expert in music,
and was known as ‘modern Patanjali”. He was a
native of eeme guaswissm near Kumbakonam. Bhaskara
Dikshithar is another bright star in the firmament.
Ghanashyvama Pandita’s whole family were scholars.
His wives Sundari and Kamala were very learned.
Periappa Kavi was another luminary. The list of savants
is very long indeed and they covered all subjects -
philosophy, religion, music, logic, puranas, dance,
medicine, erotics etc. ctc. — and in different languages
like lamil, Marathi, Sanskrit, Telugu. This gives an
idea of how aits and culture (lourished under the
Maratha Rulers.

The work “Advaita Kirtana” mentions that, Shahji
was the follower of one Purnabrahmananda and became
a yogi in his later life (somewhat like Venkoji before him).

The Rulers encouraged active sports like boxing,
wrestling, horse riding, elephant riding etc. The paintings
in the Durbar hall depict wrestlers in action,

Lavani Venkata Rao who achiieved the enviable task
of composing one song in all the 72 ragas was a physical
culture expert - ie. he excelled both in music and in sports.
It may be mentioned as a matter of interest, that Maha
Vaidyanatha Sivam sct the above song to music and sang
it himself in the Durbar (Later he composed a 72 raga
piece of his own on Sri Panchanadeeswara). Mridangam
Narayanaswami Appa of the earlier generation was
unequalled in his field-he was also a physical culture
expert.

It was during the Maratha rule that Sri Sankaracharya
Mutt H.Q. was shifted to Kumbakonam. Also, Sti
Bangaru Kamakshi was shifted from Kanchi to the
present temple in West Main street.
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It might come as news to many, that the chief idols
of worship- in Sajjangad (Satara, Maharashtra) were
specially cast in Tanjore and taken there. The artisan,
had then, lost sight due to old age. But the great
saint, Sri Samartha, restored his sight by Grace, so
that, that particular artisan could cast the idols. Such
was the skill of the Tanjore artisans and the patronage
enjoyed by them.

By a series of (steam rolling) circumstances Serfoji IT
was practically relicved of almost all of administrative
work. He used his leisure and wealth to collect manus-
cripts, books, art pieces, from all over the country (and
World) and built up the World famous Saraswathi Mahal
Library. He personally went through most of the books,
as his marginal remarks reveal He established a press
in the Library He also instituted a number of charities.

The number of manuscripts. in several languages,
in the Library, is very large ; and the descriptive catalogues
themselves run into volumes. The process of cditing
and printing the manuscripts is going on continuously
and may take several years.

There are huge collections of “Modi” manuscripts
also - study of which would be of great help to research
workers in history. And, so the list can go on.

When one thinks of Tanjore, two things instantly
cross one’s thought horizon, - first, the noble, glorious,
mind-bogging structure of the Big Temple that could be
seen from miles around - second, thc amazing and
inexhaustible Saraswathi Mahal library. The former is a
tribute to the Cholas and the latter to the Marathas.

Py 5;' ,7-:;(.3«
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Verses of Homage composed on the Occasion of the
Celebration of the Birthday of Maharajah Serfoji

PENTAD ON SERFOJI

“AN OFFERING OF HOMAGE”
(English rendering by V. GOPALA 1YENGAR, M. A..)

Other sculptors carve in stone
the mere semblance of Sarasvati,
But Sarabhendra, the wonderful sculptor
has moulded her real form with words of poesy.
¢ The kingdom of Letters surpasses all other kingdoms,
This splendid state confers unequalled fame.”
Thinking thus, Serfoji threw away his treasures
and established this, the Temple of Learning.
A distinct type of heroism shone forth
in you, Oh Sovereign!
Your glory lay in your ceaseless flow
of poetic utterence, as of the streams of Ganga,
Armed, in mind, with the glory of Poesy and Learning,
You have won harmless victories and faultless
Monarchs like Chandragupta may shine [fame.
with adorable traits;
Prophets like Sankara may dazzle
with unique and mighty intellect.
Inspired by thoughts of universal good, you have,
Oh-Serfoji ! established this Temple of Books
And acquired a matchless fame
which challenges all description.
May the glorious name of Serfoji shine for ever !
May this Mahal remain resplendent for ever !
May those who direct, serve and use it prosper for
May Lord Siva, the giver of all good. [ever !
shine graciously for ever !
{Reprinted from Journal of T. M. S. S. M, Librarx Vol. XX No. |)
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RAJA SERFGJI

(1798 ~- 1832 A.D.)

R. JAYARAMAN, B.A., B. 1.,

Advocate & Member, Administrative Committee
Thanjavar Maharaja Serfoji Saraswathi Mahal Librur):
Thanjavur,

Thanjavur in the Cauvery delta has been the seat
of a glorious civilisation from the dim past.

Any Historical narrative of Tanjavur Kingdom will
be incomplete without an account of Raja Serfoji of
Thanjavur Marathas, the enlightened Prince of that
age. I am now determined to bring you the fragrance
of the past by giving you a short biographical sketch
of the Prince.

The founder of the Maratha dynasty is Venkaji
or Bkoji (1676-1683) brother of great Shivaji The kings
who succeeded him arc Shahaji (1684-1712), Sarboji~1
(1712-1728), Tukkoji (1728-1736). Prathap Singh(1739-1763).
After Pratap Singh, his son Tulajaji (1763--1787), assumed
power. He died at the age of 49, Two of his Queens
and his children are said to have predeccased him. So
he adopted Serfoji from a collateral line. During his
minority Amar Singh who was the. son of a concubine
of Raja Prathap Singh was appointed Regent till the
boy Serfoji came of age. But Amar Singh’s intentions
were different. He wanted to usurp the throne. A
confercnce of Pandits were called for and it was declared
after consultation with them that the adoption of Serfoji,
the only son of his parents was invalid. Then Amir Singh
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proclaimed himself as the successor to his brother Tulaja
in 1793. He also began ill-treating his ward Serfoji.

Now Schwartz, the Christian missionery who had
established himself at Thanjavur during the period of
Tulaja enters the scene. It was he, who was in no smal]
measure respensible for the deposition of Amar Singh.
The Ranees of Tulaja and Serfoji also appealed to the
Company Government against the ill-treatment. The
government once again convened a meeting of the timid
pandits who were probably forced to swallow their
earlier decision regarding the adoption of Serfoji, and
now they declared it valid. Amar Singh was deposed
and Serfoji was declared as Rajah of Thanjavur. The
grounds on which the adoption was held invalid earlier
were (1) he was the only son of his natural father (2) he
was too old at the time of adoption and (3) his adoptive
father was imbecile at the time of adoption, A student of
Hindu law as it now stands will certainly raise his brow
at the turn of events on this Juestion of adoption. The
Privy Council in Sri Balusu Vs, Sri Balusu observes as
follows :—

«On this point they add that there seems to have
been a great deal of exaggeration used in urging
the religious topic throughout this controversy
especially in later times. Manu says that by the
eldest son as soon as is born, a man discharges his
debt to his progenitors; and it is through that son
that he attains immortality. According to him the
son serves his father’s spiritual welfare at the
moment of his birth. There is no intimation that
if the boy dies the next day, or fails to have a son,
this service is obliterated. Why then should it be
so if the boy is adopted ? [t is true that Manu
attributes additional value to the first born son and
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grandson, Tt may be that such further bencli
is lost by adeption, as it would be by death but
thatis a very different thing from depriving the
ancestors of the adopted son of the means of
salvation, which have been already altained.
Vasishta whose cext is the fundamental one does
not rest his injunction on spiritual benefit at all.
but he says that the only son is to continue the
line of his ancestors, one of the very commonest of
human motives for desiring legitimate issue. Nor
does he make any allusion to “put” here, or if
Mr. Justice Knox is right, elsewhere [If he was
really thinking of the spiritual bencfits of the soun's
ancestors as the ruling consideration it is incxplicable
that he should not have said so, Moreover, their
Lordship asked during the argument why a man
who had given a natural son in adoption could not
afterwards, if he was so minded, adopt another;
and neither authority nor reason was adduced to
show that he could not.”

So as the law now stands the adoption of only son
is not an illegality.

Al the time, when Raja Serfoji was declared to be
the Ruler in 1798, Lord Wellsley was the Governor
General The Company Government for restoring the
throne to Serfoji had by an agreement deprived him
much of his power and Revenue. He became only a
titular dignitary. He had only magisterial powers inside
the Fort of Thanjavur, and its neighbourhood and about
300 Villages as his personal possession.

It appears that Serfoji has resigned the administration
in the hands of the Company. The morality of this
arrangement is certainly  questionable. Whatever it
may be, Serfoji devoted his time in the pursuit of culture
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and learning and became great. He was a many-sided
genius with vast knowledge, wider sympathies, correct
sense of proportion, clear foresight and a deep seated
awareness that the growth of human spirit is the more
precious possession to any one in the world. Several
forcigners of great reputation and scholarship such as
Bishop Heber, Dr. Buchahan, Bishop Middleton and
Lord Valentia, who paid a visit to Thanjuvur Court.
have left valuable impressions of the Raja and his
cultural activities. Let us hear from them.

Bishop Heber describes his visit as follows :

«| have been passing the last four days in the society
of a Hindu Prince, the Raja of Thanjavur who
quotes Fourcroy, Lavoiser, Linnaeus, and Buffon
fluently, has formed a more accurate judgement of
the poetical merits of Shakespeare than those so
felicitiously expressed by Lord Byron, and has
actually emitted English poctry very superior to
Rousscau’s epitaph on Shenstone, at the same time
that he is much respected by the English Officers
in his neighbourhood as a real judge of a horse,
and a cool, bold and deadly shot of a tiger. The
truth is that heis an extraordinary man, who,
having in early youth received such an education
as old Schwartz, the celebrated missionary could
give him, has ever since continued. in the midst of
many disadvantages. to preserve his taste for, and
extend his knowledge of European literature, while
he has never neglected the active exercises and frank
soldierly bearing which become, the descendunt
of the old Maharatta conquerors, and by which only,
in the present state of things, he has it in  his power
to gratify the prejudices of his people and prolong
his popularity among them. To finish the portrait
of Maharaja Serfojee, [ should tell you that he is a
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strong built and very handsome middle aged man,
with eyes and nose like a fine hawk, and very busy
gray mustachios, generally, splendidly dressed but
with no effeminacy of ornaments and looking and
talking more like a favourable specimen of a French
General Officer than any other object of comparison
that occurs to me. "

lLord Valentia says :

«Twelve was the hour appointed for visiting the
Rajah and we were punctual to our time. On
entering the great fort [ was saluted with 17 guns
and found his guards drawn out who presented
arms. They were remarkably neatly dressed and
in a good state of discipline. The palace is an
old building with several lofty towers surrounded
by a high wall. The great square into which we
first entered was never been finished. The passage
that led to the durbar was narrow and svon obliged
us to quit our palanquin. The moment I came in
sight across from his musnud and met at the door
of the durbar, he shook hands, and in very good
English expressed his high delight at having the
honour of receiving me at his palace. He then
took my hand, and led me to a chair on the right of
his musnud. The facility and propriety with which
he expressed himsell in English was to me &
great satisfaction. It was the first time T had been
able to coverse with a native prince cxcept through
an interpreter. The Rajah’s manners arc excellent
and good nature beams from his countenance. He
is young fat and handsome with a full black beard
and rather a fair complexion ... ... v

Raja Serjoji passed away on 8th March, 1832, The
sad demise of the noble King was reported by the Acting

w- 9
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Resident J. Black Burne* to the Chief Secretary to the
Government at Fort St, George. A true Extract of the
letter is produced below.

“The Right Hon’ble the Governor wlll be much
grieved to be informed His Highness Mabharaja
Serfoji is no more.

His decease took place at 4 a. m. yesterday morning
and his life had been despaired of for 18 hours
previous to the final dissolution.

Having been given to understand the probability of
his widow’s wish to burn herseli with her husband’s
body and being well aware of the lady’s steady
determination of character; I had taken all
precautionary measures and prepared the strongest
arguments to dissuade her when she communicated
her intention on the failure of all others I reminded
her of her husband’s anxiety on the subject of the
continuance of a resident with her son and regarding
the jurisdiction question, now before the Govern-
ment; and explaining to her the decided dis-
approbation of Government to the practice of
concremation, I assured her that should she continue
her intention, I would instantly quit the Residency
and remain only in the province to await the
commands of Government,

For somc hours 1 suffered extreme anxiety; but,
finally the above arguments, aided by the most
perservering and affectionate entreaties of her
son, jointly wish those of her blood relations, and
connections ; and the steady undeviating advice of
the sirkele, the trusted servant friend and companion
of her husband, induced her to give up her own
hopes of immediate happiness in a better world in
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a confident hopc that this submission to the wishes

of the Government would be productive of the
most happy results towards her son’s welfare.

The Right Hon’ble Governor has the honour of
having prohibited by order the practice concremation
within the Madras Presidency and I am sure, these,
he will learn with joy that the determination of the
Queen was received with real pleasure by all
immediately concerned, by the thousands who
receive their support from her charity: and, I really
believe by much the greater part of this extension
population.

At the moment of my retura to the Fort accom-
panied by the European Gentleman of the station,
to follow the corpse to the place where it was
to be consumed by fire, I learned with some surprise,
that all arguments had been unaviling with six of
his concubiness, who insisted upon permission to
burn at the same time, the Rajah’s corpse was
consuming ; saying they had exacted his permission
and he had told them it would only be necessary
to ask me after his decease. Not content with the
prohibition of the palace officers they insisted in
disbeliving it till they heard it from my own mouth
1 accordingly placed myself in front of a door in
such a manner that they might be able to see me
and endeavoured to combat their wishes. My
arguments as addressed to them were of infinite
less force than when urged upon a mother. Resting
their claim on the pretended promise of the Rajah
they turned a deaf ear to my remonstrances and
disapprobation and I quitted them with the
conviction that nothing but absolute coercion
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which I should not have scrupled to have
recommended to the officers of the palace, would
prevent the execution of their design. I left my
sheristadar at the place and 1 had the satisfaction,
after half an hour’s most painful suspense to learn
that he had wrung from them a most reluctant
consent to follow the noble example of the

Queen ... ... ...ooee oo

The ceremonies prior to the removal of the body.
in procession then commenced; and by 6 O’clock p.m
the corpse was consumed in sight of an assembled
multitude of little short of 90,000 persons; and
1 endcavoured that every possible honour should
be paid on the part of the British Government.

During the protracted and varying state of His
Highness illness 1 passed much of my time in the
palace as did also Mr. Assistant  Surgeon Bill
and Mr. acting Superintendent Surgeon Currie ;
and T cannot resist bearing my testimony to the
firmness, perfect resignation and cheerfulness with
which His Highness bore it throughout. The time
carried attendance, solicitude, and care of some
of his Highness’s relations. principal officers, and
servants was such as to impress me with the highest
respect for the kindness of heart and social qualities
that could have called them forth in so eminent a
degree. The testimony of deep respect and regret
shown towards the corpse on the whale line of the
procession by all ranks of people, two thirds of
whom must have been in the intimate knowledge
of his;behaviour, to and Government of, his subjects,
goes far to prove the moderation the equity and
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liberality of his rule over them. In some countries
of Europe 1 have witnessed similar scenes. but never
did 1 witness one where the expressions of regret
were so touching or apparently so sincere, it seemed
as the whole community were deprived of their
common father and friend. Our common feeling
of sorrow seemed to pervade the whole; and I am
assured that the whole population of the Fort in
number about 25,000 abstained from food the whole
day; and that upwards 30,000 persons again attended
His Highness Sevajee when he returned (o collect
the ashes of his father this morning.

It will be proper to bring to the observation of the
Right Honorable the Governor that the fact of the
Queen’s having been dissuaded from ascending the
funeral pyre of her husband will have most etfectually
and entirely broken the practice at this place such
a permission can now never again be given from
the palace.

May I request the favour of you to procure me the
orders of Government for the installation of His
Highness the Rajah Sevajee.

May I request you also to bring to the Right Hon’ble
the Governor’s Notice the Extract from the General
Letter of the court of Directors under date
January, 12th, 1831 contained in your’s of the
Ist November. 1831, directing the discontinuance
of the office of Resident on the demise of His
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Highncss the late Maha Rajah, and with reference
to the subsequent recommendation of the Govern-
ment for the continuance of the office and procure
me his commands”.

1 have the honour to be

Sir,
Tanjore. Your most obedient servant.
March, 9th 1832, } (Sd.) J. Blackburne,

Acting Resident.

“The letter was made available to me by Ry. Thulajendta
i{aja Sahib, Prince of Thanjavur and the great grandson of
Raja Shivaji from his personal papers. 1 have the privilege of
giving the Extracts from the said letter hitherto unpublished
and which will speak for itself about the state of affairs at the
time of Serfoji‘s death.

i Reprinted from Journal of T.M.S.S.M. Library Vol. 28 Nos. Ito 3]
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BRITISH ADMIRERS OF

Maharaja Serfoji

Modi Pandit T. J. RAMA RAO
AND
Major N. B. GADRE

Inspite of the small size of his ‘kingdom and inspite
of the very scanty powers actually wielded by him even
in that small kingdom, the name and fame of Maharaja
Serfoji of Tanjore have spread today over the seven
continents. This is due to King Serfoji’s excellent
creation, the Saraswathi Mahal Library, which is one of
the Wonders of Asia (and of the World), and wins over
all hearts that can approach and give a closer look to its
manuscripts, irrespective of the visitor’s caste. creed or
nationality.

This had obviously been visualised by contemporary
British Officers of the East India Company; and very
appropriately had those gentlemen proceeded to get the
Maharaja saheb elected to the Membership of the Royal
Asiatic Society - a rare honour in those days for a
native of India. The authors regret their inability to
publish the actual diploma, or even the original English
letter which heralded its arrival; but readers will probably
need no more proof than the Marathi document found
in Tanjore Raj Records of the Saraswathi Mahal Library,
published on pages 2, 4 and 6 that follow. The
authors do hope that some day in future the original
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diploma will somehow be located and suitably exhibited
at the Library.

English and Tamil translation of the Marathi find
have been appended for convenience of readers who
do not happen to know Marathi. Paragraph numbers
do not appear in the original Marathi document; but
they have been added in English and Tamil, to facilitate
the author’s remarks. Before dealing with the document
itself, a little introduction to its writer, Mr. Benjamin
Turien, will not be out of place.

Mr. Turien. the writer of the original English letter
dated 20th Feb. 1824, had worked as Resident at Tanjore
once in King Amarsing’s reign and again during King
Serfoji’s reign. He was insirumental in reinstatement ol
King Serfoji on the throne of Tanjore on which he had
been placed by his adoptive father King Tulaja Raja on
Vasantapanchami day during 1887 A, D, but from which
he had been ousted out by his uncle Amarsingh, for
eleven years. Mr. Turien also piloted the ¢ Treaty” of
1800 A. D. between Tanjore King and East India
Company  Soon thereafter, Mr, Turien proceeded to
England ; and prior to 1803 he is seen sending books,
animals, and jewelry from London to King Serfoji at
Tanjore. During 1807 and 1808 also he purchased in
London several items of costly jewelry for King Serfoji
from Messrs. Greenwald Jewellers The correspondence
between King Serfoji in India and Mr. Turien in England
dontinued ceaselessly, and appears to have reached its
climax in Turien’s letter now under consideration. In
another letter of 28th February 1824, Serfoji's letter of
15-3 1823 an® Turien’s own letiers of 5-- 12---1823,
16 -1 -1824 and 20—2—1824 are mentioned, with a
remark that King Serfoji must have realised therein how
his ideas about Col. Blackburn have been fulfilled,
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followed by a suggestion about disposal of debts in
King Amarsing’s times.

Turning now to the document under consideration,
the superlative terms in para 2 in which Mr. Turien
describes the achievements of Serfoji indicate the very
high esteem in which contemporary Britishers of the
East India Company Meld their unfortunate ward.
Mr. Turien openly says in para 3 that all his efforts arise
out of gratitude for the Maharaja.

Paragraphs 4 and 8 of the document enumerate other
Englishmen involved in substantiating the election idea.
It is interesting to note that Mr. Ram and Col Blackburn
also had been residents at Tanjore in 1811 and 1822.
The Brihadeeswar inscription refers to Mr. Blackburn
Resident of 1801, but the authors are doubtful whether
this could be the same as Lt. Col. Blackburn of 1822.
Mr. S. Sullivan was on the Home Ministry Affairs of
India staff in London continuously from 1821 to 1825
It is difficult to locate how Sir Alexander Johnston
came in contact with King Serfoji.

While appreciating the administration and goodwill
of British contemporaries, the reader may do well to
pay some attention to contents of paragraphs 5 to 7,
wherein appears a mention about King Serfoji baving
felt very worried over some affair before he undertook
his Benares pilgrimage.  Although he had partially
regained his composure on return from pilgrimage, the
East India Company was still trying to induce him to
forget something and promise something. What was
that? It may as well be some mental reserve tending
to spoil king’s rclations with the East India Company ;
but the authors venture another suggestion in the pext
paragraph.
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Sri Venkaswami Rao at page 827 of his * Manual
of the District of Tanjore (published at Madras in 1883)
mentions on the authority of Serfoji’s contemporary
Mr. N. W. Kindersley, Special Commissioner, that “His
Highness (Maharaja Serfoji’s) treatment of his son
(Shivaji) was more like a state prisoner than like an
heir to the Musnud”. On the other hand papers
available to us show that just before the Kasiyatra
King Serfoji and Prince Shivaji had paraded together in
great pomp in the Dussarah procession; and that
Prince Shivaji had been duly declared as successor to
Serfoji's Titles and Kingdom. Mr. Thomas Munroe,
Governor of Madras, mentions his own support in
letters dated 21— 6-1822 and 3—12-—1822 and satis-
faction in letter dated 26—-12-—1822. In a subsequent
letter of 11—8—1824 Governor Munro has even com-
munjcated East India Company Directors’ approval
from London to Shivaji’s successorship, as per
Directors’ letter . of 16—3—1824. There is thus an
incongruency between Venkaswami Rao and Tanjore
Records concerning Serfoji Shivaji relations, on which
more light is needed.

Another point of an earlier date is worthy of note
here, which has already been referred to by Venkaswami
Rao, The Tanjore Raj Records bear no testimony to
any short reign by <“Saiyaji Bhonsle” between Kattu
Raja and Pratapsing during 1739—40; but the East
India Company’s records do show such a reign. The
authors earnestly hope that more experienced research
workers in Tamilnad and Maharashtra. with the help
of more authentic papers in their own possession and
also available at Madras and Delhi, will help in
attacking such knotty points and  arriving at firm
historical conclusions.

Reprinted from Journal of T. M.S.S. M. Library Vol. 14 No. 3
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SERFOJI MAHARAIA

{A. D. 1798-.1832)

M. SEERALAN,
Assistant Librarian,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

The Tanjore Raj was very popular in the 18th
century not only in India but also in foreign
countries. The king of that period Serfoji IT was
the great sovl for this fame. Heborn on Wednes-
day the 24th September 1777. At the age of ten
he was adopted by Tulaja Maharaja to the
Tanjore Kingdom as successor to the throne.
While Tulaja Maharaja was in the death hed, he
handed over the young Serfoji to the care of Rev.
Fr. Schwartz with the words.  *’This is not my
soun, but yours; you must be his guardian and
protector. T lay his hand in yours”.

King Amar Singh. the uncle of Serfoji, who
was in power at that time treated the young
Serfoji and the Ranees very badly. Serfoji had
to face many problems in his personal life and
also in the political field. With the help of Rev.
Fr. Schwartz he gained the good will of the Fast
India Company rulers. So he was removed from
Tanjore and sent to Madras for nearly five years.

‘A NFanual of the District,of Tanjore by Venkasamy Rao:
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During his stay at Mad~as under the superinten-
dance of Rev. W. Fr (ieriche of the TLutheran
Mission he received good education. On October
1798 King Serfoji ascended the throune. He
managed the situation peacefully. As a result
lie was able to develop this Literary Treasure
House at Tanjore. He served as a connoisseuy.

Several scholars from foreign nations visited
the court of Serfoji and have praised his talents
and administration. Bishop Heber calls him a
deadly shot T.ord Valentia extols his good
nature and polished manner, Further he points
out that he was 1 typical Eastern Raja in his
patronage of music and other fine arts.

*Serfoji had great regard and admiration for
Sri Swathi Thirunal Maharaja of Travancore, an
eminent scholar, linguistic and mbtsician like
himself. Being contemporaries they have main-
tained cordial relationship and exchanged scholars
and musicians. 1In token of his appreciation
Maharaja Swathi Thirunal of Travancore had
sent copies of his famous works bound in superior
velvet and gold as present to Serfoji. Thiagaraja
the famous South Indian Saint, Seer and Musi-
cian lived during his time and Serfoji loved and
respected him. Maratha rulers had enthusiastic
patrons of literature and art. Serfoji did the
ureatest and lasting service not only to his race

* A Report #n the Modi Manuscripts in the Sarasvati
Maha! Library, Tanjore by Dr. R. Shelvankar.
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but to all India when he embarked on a gigantic
plan of increasing the wonderfulness of the
Library He spent his valuable time thus in the
midst of old mighty minds as per the words of
Peet Robert Southey.

¢« My days among the Decad are past;
Around me I behold,
Where’ver these casual eyes are cast,
The mighty minds of old ”

He took much interest snd spent most of his
revenue for building-up an up-to-date Library in
those days. Tor example the "Commentaries on
the lLife and Reign of Charles the [irst, King of
[ingland”, by I.D. lsraeli, Vol. I. has been
published in London in the year 1828. Serfoji
has acquired it in 1829. His autograph in all
nmost all printed books and marginal comnients in
those collections are the best evidence for his
erudite scholarship.

He went on a pilgrimage to Benares in the
vear 1820, and returned to Tanjore in the year
1822.  During this trip he bought very valuable
manuscripts that were for sale, in addition to
what he possessed already and ordered a host of
pandits to fair copy the others that were too pre-
cious and could not be bought. Thus largest single
collection added to the library was during his
time under his fostering care. As a fitting tri-
bute to the great pattern and scholar the library
has been named as the Tanjore Maharaja Serfuji’s
Saiasvati Mahal Library.
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#The following Pandits and Poets were patro-
nized by King Serfoji in his court:—

Kottaiyoor Sivak- 9.
kolunthu Desikar I0.

Krishna Sastri
Subba Dikshita

2. Govindachari 11. Chakravarthi
Uthke 12. Srinivasa

3. Hariswami Ghatgel3. Venkatesa Sastri

4. Tammacharya 14. Krishnachar

5, Kuppachari 15. Virubakchi Kavi

6. Kavi Raghoba 16. Ranganatha Kavi

7. Narasimha Sastri 17. Mukunthaswami

8 Krishnaswami 18. Rajagopala Kavi

He respected all religions and customs. He
was the sincere worshipper of Lord Siva. The

vibhuti tilaka in his forehead reveals his pious
nature. He made the gift of a silver ele-
phant and bull to Lord Brahadeeswara temple.
He performed the Kumbabhisheka of the big
temple. Further he endowed several grants to
Mosques and Churches.

He established lot of charities in Tamil Nadu
and also in foreign countries. For example a
title page of the book published in London under
the name of Serfoji Maharaja’s Charities is given
below:—

* The Journal of the T, M. 8, S, M, Library Vol. XV.
No. 2.
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** ORTENTAL TRANSLATION FUND
LONDON
INSTITUTED 1828
UNDER THE PATRONAGE

OF
HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAIJESTY
THIS COPY

OF
THE TRANSLATION OF IBN BATUTA’S TRAVELS.
WAS PRINTD FOR
HIS HIGHNESS
THE RAJA!l OF TANJORE

There i~ one more cvidence to be recognised
by us in this context. In the year 1827, the
T.ondon Royal Asiatic Society had published the
booklet. ” The list of the Members of Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and lreland. In
this Society only four kings had been Honorary
Members. They are as follows:—

1. His Royal Highness the Duke Ocorleans

2. His Majesty the King of Oude.

3. His Royal Highness Abhas Mirza. Prince

Royal of Persia.

4. His Highness the Rajah of Tanjore.

It is a pride to note that our Highness had
the opportunity to hold the {igh position in those
days along with the foreigners.

The manuscripts and books collected on
several languages in this Library is our national
wealth. It becomes the duty of one and all to
preserve it properly for the use of future genera-
tions. Let the glory of our land will shower
light all over the world. B

** The travels of Ibu. Batuta by Rev. Samuel Lee. 1829,

(Reprir}ted from Journal of T. M. S. 8. M. Library. Vol, 30
Nos. 1—3 ({979).
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SCULPTURAL LANDMARKS OF THE
PERIOD OF KING SERFOJI-II

Dr. T. CHANDRAKUMAR.
Associate Professor.
Department of Sculpture,
Tamil University, Thavrjavur.

Rich archaeological findings excavated at various
sites like Arikamedu, Kaveripumpattinam and Kodumanal
speak about the glorious culture of the ancient
Tamils which have been picturesquely delincated in the
rich anthologies of the Sangam period. The ancient
artistic grandeur of the Tamils was carefully nurtured and
fostered by successive monarchs of the Tamil country
whether they are of Tamil origin or not. The marvellous
carvings at Mamallapuram are considered to be one of
the best creations of the the Pallava dynasty. The Calas,
Pandyas, Vijayanagar and Niyak kings had bequcathed
to ‘us a number of elegant art pieces of which the Tamils
must feel proud of their heritage, We can hardly
count a village or a town devoid of those sublime
productions. In this line fall the wonderful creations
of the Marathas in Thanjavur and the peripheral areas
around this town, Their attempts are manifold in nature
and bestowed equal -attention both upon architectural
and iconographical elegance. Raja Serfoji was considered
to be the renowned literary man of his period and out
of his sagacity and farsightedness, he took every step
to establish archival centres and repositorium which was
no doubt prompted by the sense of preservation.
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As the King himself was an artist and patron of learning,
he gave elaborate treatment to panel-sculptures, either
they are of painting or made of lime and mortar (sudai).
The choice of the subject for treatment is intéresting
episodes takenfrom puranic or epic lore. Polychromatic
statues were abundantly produced which appear gorgeous
but sometimes gaudy to look at. The sculptures of ten
incarnations of Visnu (Dasavatara), various manifestations
of Siva, mythical animals, intricate floral decorations in
chevron pattern, semi-ceicstial beings are enormously
made. Not only religious themes but also secular carvings
are immensely found in their buildings, especially on the
capital and brackets of the pillars, below the domica]
ceilings, over the vaults of the doorway, roofridges
and on the railings of the parapet walls that often encircle
the palace. The counchant lion motifs seated on its
haunch (Sardula) are ubiquitously depicted on either side
of the doorways like those of the Dvarapala of the
temples, on the outerfaces of the projecting architraves
and on the walls of the companile-towers  The pranching
hippogriffs often grisly in appearance are represented on
either side of the Sardula images at certain places.

The scene of Kalyanasundara (also known as Minaksi-
kalyanam), is depicted with all the regal paraphernalia in a
semicircular niche over the domical roof of the Dhurbar
hall. A beautiful florid torana in vignette style studded
with flowers at equal distance encircle the motif and this
motif is again encircled by the creepers and foliages that
emanate from the mouth of a gaping lion atop. The
images of &iva, Parvati, the officiating priest Brahma
(heads missing) and the celestial beings witnessing the
nuptial scene are dramatically portrayed in miniatures
and their dress and ornaments are polychromatically
painted in gaudy hues. The same Kalyana scene occurs
in another place of the Dhurbar hall wherein the Dvara-
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palas guard the entrance of the semi-circular niche which
gives the impression that the artists must have thought of
producing a shrine-like abode. The Kinnaris and
Kinnaras are afloat over the entire depiction,

The image of Adisesa, seated in maharajalilasana over
the serpentcouch is interesting specimen of sudai-sculpture,
The canopied hood of the serpent is well drawn but the
polycephalous head of the animal is not in good condition
The Lord’s wives, three-headed Brahma, Nagaraja are all
portrayed around the Lord Here one can notice that
$ri and Bhu are seated at the left side of the Lord both
in equal stature having two arms only, right holding a
flower and another simply resting on the thigh. On the
right of the Lord, Lak.mi is produced with foncr hands,
the rear arms carrying flowers and front right arm holding
a flower in kataka pose and the corresponding left broken
which was perhaps made to rest on the thigh. Though
Sri and Laksmi are idenufied with cach other as one,
the portrayal of three is perbaps in accordance with the
prevailing notion of the commonality. Secondly in no
other place one finds 3ri and Bhu seated side by sidc since
they always appear flanking the Lord.

The icon of Visau scated astride over the shoulder of
his bird-vehicle, Garu!a (hence Garudasana-Visnu) is well
rendered in a recess over the juncture of two vaults in
the Dhurbar hall. Thc swift movement of Garudla’s
flying attitude is drawn in his alidasana posture.

In another niche from the same place one finds the
Uina-Sahitamutti or Kailisanatha form of Siva. Siva is
seen seated with Uma and the Cosmic Couple are
surrounded by rsis and heavenly beings. Kurma-avatara-
Visnu is shown in a prabhavali in other place. In addition
to the divine sculptures there are a number of royal
figures and folkmen alike. A kingly figure wearing a [ul:
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garment is represented over the capital of a pillar. He
is accompanied by his wife who looks entreating for
something. The figures of ordinary men are depicted
either with barc-body devoid of any cloths wound around
his chest or wearing feather-crest over the head or a
simply a loim-cloth.

There are some excellant stone sculptures in the
Mangalavilas building in Thanrjavur town.  Dwarfish
fieures of men and seated lion motifs are found in a
number of places.

The Govardhana Krspa panel is one of the attractive
specimens of sudai art. In onc of the buildings from
Kapistalam occurs this representation over the door-lintel
Krsua, barely witii two arms having the conch and the
wheel is seen surrounded by his pet animals. The cows
appear going in haste to seek shelter under the protector
of the all-pervading-power of the universe from the
tempestuous oncoming of Indra’s thunderbelt. A lanky
cowherd leaning against his stick is depicted on the
other side. The depiction of the cows hankering after
the mercy of the Lord is graphically portrayed. The
representation of Rama, Laksmava and Sita over the
space above the lintel of a doorway in a dilapidated house
from the same place is an elcgant masterpiece which is
at the verge of extinction. They stand in tribhanga
posture carrying bow and arrow The foliated rorana
which was in existence encircling the sculptures is now
missing

The choultry at Nidamangalam ascribed to the period
of Serfoji is known for its architectural workmanship.
The structure now stands on a solid plinth moulding.
The columns and the sccondary columnettes support a
hsavy roof und a turrct. The pendant puspapotika corbels
carved with fluted grooves recall the style of the late
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Nayak period. The couchant lion motifs are largely
found. This motif is seen magnificiently carved at the
entrance of the Padithurai building of Tiruvaiyaru, at
the bank of Vennaru and Tiruvidaimarudur choultry.

The edifice at Rajamalam ascribed to Serfoji’s period
is noted for its wooden architectural tradition. The
massive pillars having puspapotika corbels and heavy
brackets with prancing horse-caryatid figures allure
the people at large. The caparisoned horse with curb-
chain and trace, is realistically carved with riders, flag
and umbrella-bearers and the treatment of art would
give a great a deal about how the political " situation in
those days prevailed.

The paintings of this period are claborately daubed
with several hues and shades which are reminescent of the
rococo style adopted during the same period in Europe.
The floral designs encircling the niches, underneath of the
vaults are a feast to the eyes, The mythical animal
Gandabherunda, twin-headed, supposed to prey upon a
horde of elephants at a time, is portrayed over the arches
in Dhurbar hall which recall the Chinese dragon.

Thus from the foregoing glimpses one can understand
how a great patron of art Serfoji was. His monumental
edifices enriched with stuccoed figures and elaborate
paintings need a careful study.

S
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Charity, The Soul of
SERFOJ!

Raja Serfoji comes on a line with Karna and
Kumana in point of generosity and munificence. He
considered charity as the very soul of his existence.  The
innumerable endowments which he has made for feeding
the poor, clothinz the naked, rcaching the ignorant, curing
the invalid and protecting the destitute have passed into
proverbs in Tamil Nad.  His vast donations aid gifts of
land for patronizing thz pious, rewarding the poets,
supporting the learned and enthusing the artists areremem-
berd 1o this day and th: nomenclature of several villages
in Thanjavur District stand as a challenge . to man’s
propensity to forget the charitics of Raja Serfoji and his
ancestors, The extract from < The Chattrams Manual”
given below illustrates very cflectively the generosity and
large-heartedness of thiz great king, who had just two
years back signed away his kingdom to the East India
Company. The reader’s attention is drawn to the last few
lines in Serfoji’s letter to the British Resident, which
evokes a sense of tragic pathos ::— The moral stature of
Raja Serfoji rises to colossal heights when he extols the
appellation of Dharmua Raj as the most honourable
distinction of his rank and the work of the hand of
Destiny arouses our sympathy when the charitable king
has to appeal to his alien usurpers for the proper mainten-
ance of the charity donated by his own ancestors.

1-20
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A Letter from Serfcji to the British Resid2nt
on Chattrams.

The purpose for which the Chatttrams were founded.

Raja Serfoji had detailed the purposes for which the
Chattrams were founded in a letter dated 28th January
1801 to the British Resident, an extracl of which is given
below :—

“The ground along the sea-shore where these
charitable institutions are the most numerous is of a very
inferior quality, but it is also the road to Rameswaram
and forty thousand persons from all parts of India, from
Benares, Oudh, Delhi, Aurangabad and Poona pass and
repass every year. For the accommodation ol these
travellers, principally, the chattrams have been established
and to each of them a pagoda, choultries and schools are
annexed. | will now explain 1o you the nature and extent
of the chairities dispensed by them. All travellers from
the Brahman to the Paraiya inclusive, pilgrims of every
description including jogees, jungums, ateets, and byragis
are fed with boiled rice.  Those who do not choose
1o eat the boiled rice receive it unboiled with spices, etc.
These distributions continue till midnight, when a bell is
rung and proclamation made requiring all those who have
not been fed to appear and take the rice prepared for
them. The travellers who may be uuable to proceed on
their journey are fed as long as the remain at the chattram.
In each chattram, a teacher to teach the four Vedams is
appointed and a school-master and doctors skilful in the
cure of diseases, swellings and the poison of reptiles.
All the orphans of strangers who may come to the chattram
are placed under the care of the school-master. They are
also fed three times a day and once in four days, they are
anointed with vil.  They receive medicine when they
require it. Clothes are also given to them end the utmost
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attention paid to them. They are instructed in the scien-
ces to which they may express a preference and after
having obtained a competent knowledge of them the
expenses of their marriage and defrayed. Travellers who
fall sick at the chattram or before their arrival receive
medicines and the diet proper for them and are attended
with respect and kindness till their recovery. The obs-
quies of those who die during their residence at the chatt’
ram are performed according to the rites of their caste.
Milk is provided for infants, preganant woman are enter-
tained with kindness and if they happen to be delivered
at the chattram, their expenses are defrayed. Medicines
are given to them and they are permitted Lo remain in the
chattram three months after their delivery.  Those who
apply to the chattram and state their inability to defray
the expenses of receiving the Brahmanical thread, of their
marriage or of the performance of the ceremonies subse-
quent to their father’s death. receive a sum of money
proportionate to the occasion.

As the land annexed to these chattrams is in general
very poor, it happeus frequently, from a deficiency of
rain, that they do not produce sufficient for the expenses.
When this is the case, my “Amuly”, to prevent any
diminution of these excellent charities, which I consider
as the most honourable appendage of my dignity, has
always induced me to send to them from the Circar both
grain and money sufficient to make up the deficiency.

Although these charitable institutions dia net
originate with me, 1 consider them as attached to my
house and essential to my reputation and happiness. The
Tanjore country is celebrated over all the world for its
charities; it is called Dharma Raj; and I consider the
the reputation which reverts upon me through all
countries from this appellation as the most honourable
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distinction of my rank. The revenues appropriated
to the support of these charitics by my ancestors and my
father Toljnjec Raja have never been included in the
public revenue of the country. They invariable cherished
and supported the charities, it is my earncest wish to do
the same ™.

Numerous are the contemporary evidences of the
beneficence of Maharaja Serfoji, recorded by his admirers.
The following is an extract {rom Thomas Robinson’s
Journal on “The Last Days of Bishop Heber” written
in 1826 :--

“One of my most interesting excursions was to
Motamaveram®* a village about thirteen miles from Tanjore,
the Chatram of hospitable Establishment of the Rajah,
and which he particularly requested me to visit in order to
examine his English Schools. There is an excellent house,
comfortably furnished, w'th an establishment of servants,
and a table handsomely sunplied at the Rajah’s expense,
for the reception of European travellers, Qur party expenses
was sumptuously entertained, after a morning very pleasant-
ly employed in visiting different schools and charitable
foundations which do so much honor to the munificence
of the Rajah,

The present establishment was stated to me as
follows in an account sent to me by the Manager {rom
the Cutcherry.

800 Brahmiins supported; and clothed, and supplied
with medicines and bathing oil.

3,500 persons daily fed.

A lying-in hospital.

‘a\_luktambapuram Chatram which is in Orathanad.



A Tamil School .. 298 boys
.. Teloogoo - 63 .,
.. English (Heatben) 60

Persian . . - . 36 .
.. Mahratta . . 34

besides the English School at Konanduguddy lor
50 Christians. At day break, I went two miles further
to Konandaguddy a pretty retired village, where there is a
Christian congregation of upwards of two hundred
persons, seventy of whom assembled in the Chapel,
where Mr Kohlhoff read prayers and preached. He
was kind enough to interpret for me when I addressed
them, as he did in every congregation we visited. The
Rajah entirely supports the Christian school there, as a
branch of the Chattram, from which it is kept separate
to avoid pollution to the Brahmins. There are fifty
children clothed, fed and taught.

The following list of some of the more important
Chattrams established and maintained by Rajah Serfoji
and his ancestors will give the readers an idea of the
magnitude of the charitable activities and endowments
of the great king. These lie on the road to Rameswaram
and are the ones specially meniidned iri il Raiah’s letter
to the Resident :-

1. Yamunambapuram Chattram
2. Sakkuvarambapuram

3. Rajasambapuram "
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4. Saidambapuram o

5. Muktambapuram 5

6. Draupadambapuram

7. Sulakshanambapuram .

8. Mohanambapuram

9. Rajakumarambapuram
10, Mahadevapattinam "
11. Malliyam Chattram
12, Panchanada Mohanambapuram Chattram
13. Rameswaram Old Chattram
14, Rameswaram New Chatiram

15. Sreyasi Chattran.

Reprinted from Journal of the T M. S 8. M. Library
Vol. 20. No. 1.
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