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Foreword

Fine literary sense, a trained eye for orthography, and
innate faculty for comparative study, and these, above all,
informed through and through with a partinacious investi-
gator’s zeal such are the qualities that are required foremost
in one who would read ancient scripts.

The best exemplar of these traits was the legendary
Mahamahopadhyaya Sri U.V. Swaminatha Iyer. He undertook
life-long the quest of searching for, locating and bringing to
light, the extant but almost irretrievably lost, editions of our
ancient Sangam literary classics. But for his untiring efforts
there is little doubt that we stood the risk of losing for ever,
pnever even knowing, those great treasures. In gratitude so
we remember Sri U.V. Swaminatha Iyer as the Grand Old
Man of Tamil.

The best literature belongs indeed to the spirit immortal.
But the physical, material, base of it, is all too perishable, be
it on paper, parchment or even when carved on stone. Much
greater is the danger when the writing is on cadjan leaves as
many of our ancient Indian writings are. While what they
carry are timeless, being born of the spirit and meant to
nourish and elevate the mind, ths leaves themselves are frail
defiers, at best, of time, because they are subject to quick
decay not only throuch the effects of wind and weather
despite the best care, but also through neglect and by becom-
ing food for the voracity of white ants. Sri Swaminatha Iyer
himself has pointed out with great regret how many a set of
such leaves had fallen prey to destruction, and, in some cases,
even ignorantly suffered t) be burat in domestic fires! Hence
the urgent need to salvage the tens of thousands and perhaps
more, of such cadjan writings and give them the security of
being printed and published.
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But once they have been discovered before cadjan
literature can be printed, the leaves Lave to read right and,
properly transcribed. This is by no means an easy task. It
calls for a trained specialist with all the attributes I
mentioned at the start, plus inexhaustible patience, energy
and loving enthusiasm for the task. Sri M. K. Raman, the
author of this fine monograph, is a person endowed
abundantly in these respects.

Coming from an illustrious family of savants, Sri Raman
is a scholar by nature and nurture. He is singularly deep-
versed in the myriad love of Tamil, be it ancient literature,
mythology, history, folk ways, prosodical variations,
grammatical intricacy, orthographical evolution or semantic
development and has had considerable experience in reading
cadjan leaf manuscripts and been instrumental in bringing
out the versions of many of them in print. Ican thus think
of hardly any one else better qualified to bring out a useful
book of instruction on the art of deciphering, reading and
interpreting cadjan leave manuscripts.

This hand-book is the fruit not only of Sri Raman’s long
experience and deep learning but also of that rare gift-a
gentle, persuasive hand of helpful wisdom. He sets out the
principles of the task, and shows them as they apply in actual
situations. The wealth of illustrations he provides leads the
reader almost painlessly into assimilation and firm grasp of
the course of instruction. He also points out the pitfalls that
lie strewn on the way and tells one how to avoid them. These
features indeed make his book a valuable addition to the list
of ¢-technical’’ books that help in the study of the Tamil
language and its rich literature.

The book too is of more than technical value. Itshould
be of considerable interest as well to intelligent laymen who
would like to know how a reader and interpreter of cadjan
Jeaf manuscripts should go about his task,
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Sri Raman has requested me to write my foreword in
English. T agreed to do so because I believe this book and
the field it covers should eventually become known as well to
scholars of the Tamil literary scene who may not themselves
read Tamil, It is my belief that such an introduction may
induce the more ardent of them into learning the language
and perhaps later even help in this field of study.

It is appropriate that this volume is being Published by
the International Institute of Tamil Studies which edits and
Publishes Tamil manuscripts as one of its Functions and
which incidentally is the only institution in Tamilnadu to
conduct a course in the reading of manuscripts.

I have great pleasure in congratulating Sri Raman on his
monograph particularly because itis written learnedly, but
not in a heavy academic style as to forbid all but the deeply
devoted scholars. I wish him success with this venture and in
all his continuing, valuable work in the field of researching
and promoting the studying of Tamil.,

May the Lord Almighty bless the author, Sri M.K. Raman.

V- Ramamurthy
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