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LIFE OF KAMBER

KamBErR was the most eminent poet of his age.
He was the son of King of Kambanadu, a district in
the Carnatic, His mother when pregnant of him was
forced to flee in disguise in cousequence of a rebellion,
in which her husband was assassinated, and to take
refuge in the house of an Ockchen T at Tiruvalundurs
where he-was born. Under the bospitable roof of
the Ochchen he remained until his seventh years
when a wealthy farmer of the name of Sapmivex, who
lived at Vennei Nellur, having been informed of the
circumstances of his case, invited him and his mother
over to his village, and placing them in a house,
which he had prepared for them, supplied them with
all ‘necessaries. He also, carefully watched qyer the
studies of his protege, whose superior genius gévelop-
ed itself ever in his childhood. The young poet, it is
§8id, would not compose a stanza for less than-the re-
ward of a thousand pons}. His fame reaching the ears
of Rajenpri Cmora, that king invited him to Ureiur
and appointed him' as one of the poets of his court,
conferring on him at the same time the title of Kavi
Chakravarty; or the king of poets. The Ramayana
being.ig-Sanskrit, Kameer, Orreixvrer, and several
others of the court poets, separately undertook to

# This Life has been extracted Trom a certain old publi
cation, which is now extinct.

+ One of the Kudi-makkels or village servants whose par-
ticular duty it is to offer Sacrifice to the goddess Pidar: for
the villagers.

A coin, valued at Rs. 3-8-0.
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imitate it in Tamil. When their imitations were
finished, they were recited in the presence of Kuro-
roNea CHoLa, who had succeeded Rasenora CHora on
the throne. This king preferred Kamber’s imitation
above the rest, being of opinion that it was not only
sublime in style and sense, but that it approached
nearest to the original. It was then by the king’s
order submitted to the judgment of the learned as-
Sembly of Brahmans at Srirangam, who although they
fully approved of the work, nevertheless strennously
objected to the praise bestowed by Kamber on his
patrén SApEIVEN in every hundredth stanza of the
joem, and which he did upon the request of his
mother#, They said that human praise should-not be
‘mixed up with the divine ; but on his fepresenting to
them the necessity of his paying at least some tribute
%o his patron, they allowed him to confine his praises
o every thousaxdth stanza. Overjoyed at the .con-
cession, he rose up in the midst of the, assembly, "and
said, “T considered my pafron as one ina hundred,

but this learned assembly has considered him as one
in a thousand. % The Brakmans admiring his wit
bestowed on him the title of Maha-Kavi, or the great
poet, and he in return comphmented them with &
centum of verses, expressive of his veneration for
S'adagopa Azhwsar, one of the Vaishnava saints. VARA—
604 Paioieny, the king of Madura, having feard of
him about this time, invited hita to his court: He
there composed the Surdsvati Antadi (&reves S gﬂ@ )
& pdein in thirty stanzas in' praise of Sardsvati, the

# See Ratnasabapathy Malei, verse 26.
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goddess of poetry, which obtained for him great
honors, and munificent presents, from that king.

Kamber’s Ramayanam consists of 12,016 stanzas,
arranged in five books. In one of the commendatory
stanzas which is prefixed to the work the year of Saka
808 (A. D. 886) is specified as the date of its publics-
tion by Kamber; but this date is considered to be
incorrect, from the evidence of certain inscriptions
founrd at Cape Comorin, and in the old Chalukya
country, accordinig to which the Chola kings who
patronized Kamber lived only in the eleventh century
of the Christian era.

Other works astribed to Kamber are the Kanji
Purtnuth (a7 @GR e b), Kangi P@lleztamzl (sr@@ALT
erler 558:2), Chola Kuravangs (Ga-‘n&gés @‘m@@ﬁ),
Silei  Yezhupadu (8% Quepls) and Hr-Yeshupadu
(e@rpus.) Their style and versification are worthy
of the ndble poet.

Less is Known of Kamber’s personal history tham
could be desireds All that we gather from traditions
is, that thelatter, part’ of his life was a struggle bet-
ween poverty, and ill-fortune. His son, AwmBrkaraTi,
who -Was likewise a poet atthe court of Kurorunea
Crora, having been carrying on an amorous intrigue
with the kitg’s daughter, and.betraying it in one of
his poetical effusions, was; by the king’s comrtand,
impaled alive, * and he died after having lingered on
thé stake for a couple of days, repeating incessantly
the subjoined verse, in the midst of his sufferings.e

# Seé Jayankdndun Sadagam.
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What ¢an 1 do ? The fire which the divine damsel with venomed
<yes has kindled in my heart burns within me, it burns, yea it burns
without extinguishing,

Kamber was so overwhelmed with grief at thissad
event, that he discontinued attending on the king,
and confined himself entirely to hisjhouse. Whilst in
this state of mind, the king’s son, who was returning
from school, having taken refuge in his house from a
fierce elephant, which wasat large in the street, he
snatched the style which the prince held in his hand
and with it stabbed and killed him on the spot.- The
king immediately ordered Kamber to be brought up,
and shot 4t him with an arrow; but the wound not
proving mortal, and through some intervention which
is not stated, he effected his escape into the Pandiyen
country. He has commemorated this event in the
following impromptu: —

et raon G Befulel rar Gan @
alevevipLj@e r Sevid enLt Glar sveor Gi— el vevLbLy
Ul B g n Qaern i puni Card G gt Goraniie:
&L Bg nQasra rdpQ@eaen.

There ave two kinds of arrows on earth, of which one is shot out-
Jrom the bow, and the other from the mouth. O king ! thine arrow

Jrom the bow has hit my breast, but mine, the word of my mouth, has
burnt up thy race.

After his flight from the Chola Court, he is said to
have lost his poetical inspiration, and being reduced
to poverty, was obliged to support himself by dally
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labour. ¥ He died in the sixtieth year of his age, at
Natlarasenkoltei, in the Ramnad country, and was
buried there. 1t is said that his grave now forms an
object of pilgrimage amongss the Hindus, and that
the earth taken from it is given to children who are

dull-headed, from a belief it wWould sharpen their
mtellect.

Whenthe intelligence of his death reached the ears
of Orreigurur, who was always his rival when alive,
he is said to have expressed his sorrow and lamenta=
tion.in the followiug impromptu:—

QeranpsCarsibef pésmreflyail
mﬂ&rmpg@srr@msur&aﬂmg@u,m@rﬁnerr—~@mm(zo5@a,lr
&LDL.IE@,&Q!”‘%UQUﬂ@pr_/EmrﬁegrlDﬂ@Ea
BT (e S Jm gk G6m 6T,
Is 2t to.day that Kamber has died ?
Xs 4t to-day that he accepts my elegiac lay 7
Is it to-ddy that Sarasvali has been widowed ?
Whalst Lakshmi <s blooming and Parvaliis sitting in magesty.
There is a tradition that Kamber once visited a
certain king of Ceylon, and that the king was so
charmed with his poetry that he was treated with
unusugl affability, so much so, that the Court poets
became jealous of him and formed a plotto keep him
at a distance from the palace, by bribing a barber to
claim relationship with him; but he soon found means
to expose their artifices and they had the mortification
to see him afterwards even honoured with a seat om
the throne by the side of the king. We cannot, how-
ever, vouch for the truth of this tradition; but the

* See Jayankondan Sadagam, verse, 11,
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following stanza jn praise of Sanasvati, which, is ge-
nerally. attribnted to him is said to yefer to it:
QarerZon & 3B & BQarer or it gl peim B,
Qaserlerssto s s Bevel H B i mer— Glayen dar
whwr ser g @ovr &G rrOerler 5
sflursema g B@mssE1 L.

It is my mother who sits in majesty on the white lotus, robed in
white garments and adorned with white ornaments, that gave me an
equal seat with the king on the throne, borne by the awhile lion.

Once a dancing girl, named CaizaMsi, woh lived ab
Ambel, asked the poot KuMBER to compose a verse on
her, giving him 500 pons for it, but as he never com-
posed a stanza on any one for less than 1000 pons, he
scribbled these first two lines of a starza dn the wall
of her house with charcoal and went'away.

gerestmuan Carfl griCous gMpCamper

e @y S EE rp oG w—Qliah gydin s,

‘Tmmediately afterwards Auveiyar bappening to
call at the dancing girl's house and being informed of
the affair, added the two following lines to the. unfi-
nished stanza of KamBER, accepting as a reward
aerely a cup of pap.

o HRAeod Y wrellé s &g aerenfliy@h

QebCur pRebCU HevubLy,

The following is the tvanslation of the .above
-stanza: —

The best of r{vers is the Kaveri, the best of kings is Chola,
The best of lands is Cholamandalam, the best women,
\Is Chilambi of dmbel,
And the best of chilamba ds the gold chilambu on her lofus-feet.
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TRANSLATION

OoF

RAMAYANA KARUPPORDT:

In the country of Kosala and on the living river
Sarayu was the city of Ayodhi where waved an invin-
cible flag. Its king was the renowned Thasaradha, who
"had three wives, Kosalai, Kaikayi, and Sumathrai, of
wvhom the first was the senior queen.

2. Besides these. three wives, the king had sixty
thousand other wives. After performing  sdcrifices
esteemed by-the God of fire, he begot the bright lanced
Rama, Baratha, the overpowering long-shguldered
Hakshmana and his younger brother Satrugna.

8. While such a king was seated ou his throne (¢. )
reigning) Visvamithra, who once threatened to create
another world, requested him to give his son Rama to
.guard the sacrifice which he had to commence. But
the king refusing to comply, Vasishta spoke as follows.

4. “You are refusing, it is not good,” said Vasishta.
‘Whereppon the king fell at the feet of the sage (Visva-
mithra,) begged his pardon, and gave him his sons af-
ter imparting to them some salutary advice. The
delighted sage, with the dark-complexioned Rama and
his brother Liakshmana, then reached the forest.

5. They (the sage and the princes) saw the forest
where cupid was once reduced to ashes, and proceed-
ing further, Rama killed with his arrows Thatakai
who had long tresses adorned with garlands. |They
{the princes) received mady protective weapons and
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{with the sage)halted for the night at the place where
Msahabali once performed his holy sacrifices.

6. Visvamithra, enjoining ‘the heroic Rama and
Lakshmana, who were able to resent their enemies
with success, to guard the sacrifice, commenced his
offerings. The Rakshasas surrounded on all sides roar-
ing like thunder, when the heroes defended the place
with a covering of arrows darted in the air, and des-
troyed them.

7. The heroic princes destroyed the Rakshasas,
with their arrows, cut to pieces Subaku, one of the
.sons of the furious Thatakai,.and cast Mareecha, the
other son, intb the sea. The sage who was performing
his holy sacrifice ‘was highly rejoiced at fhis.

8. (After this)-Rama dccompanied by thepassion-
ate sage Visvamithra skilled in the Vedas, and by his
brother Liakshmana, crossed the Ganges whose banks
weére covered with (srevp) passed thorough forests, res~
tored Akalikai to heroriginal f6rm, and reached Mithi-
lai surrounded by ramparts which extended to the skies.

9. When they camé to the presence of king Janaka,
‘e said, ©“O thou sage, who offerest sacrifices with
which Agni, the God of fire, it ¥4tisfied, pray tell me
Wwho these youths are”?*““These,”” replied Visvamithra,
“tare the sons of the powerful Dhasaratha, and they
came here with no other object than to try the strength
of the bow that is in your possession.”

10. The generous Rama bent the bow, which was
brought before him by many thousands of men and
which every observer thought to be the invincible bow
of Indra. The maids of Seetha, who in beauty resem-
bled the celestial maidens, informed her of her
¥ather’s joy.

11. Janaka sent a cavalier messenger to the Vene-
volent Dhasaratha, who, accompanied by his other
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sons and the rénowned sage Vasishta,reached Mithilai,
which is fortified by ramparts.

12. The generous Rama with a loving heart marri-
ed the clear nectar-like Seetha; and the three bro-
thers who wore bright war-lances, were wedded to the
three princesses whose teeth resembled the pointed
stumps of peacock feathers and who wore choicest
jewels.

13. When they (Dhasaratha and others) were ot
their way home, Parasurama who wielded a bright
“battle-axe, opposed Rama, who had once taken the in-
carnation of Vamana. The latter defeated him by
bending his bow and arrived safe at Ayodhi where
poverty was unknown.

14. One day king Dhasaratha who wore ornament-
ed war ankle .rings on his. feet, observed ‘in the court
to Vasishta, “I intend performing religious austerities
to secure heaven, and 806 wish that my son Rama may
be adorned with the radiant crown.”

15: This news, the hunch-back Mantharai, commu-
nicated.to Kaikayig whose words were as- sweet as the
sugar-cane and whose voice resembled that-of‘the cuc-
koo. Hearing this, she addressed Dhasaratha thus,
«Q king | please endow my son (Bharatha) with the
crown and thus‘fulfil the promises formerly given -by
you 2

18. *Then the handsome king fell senseless and
swooned away. The hard-héarted Kaikayi ordered the
heroic Rama, adorned with ankle-rings, to retire forth-
with to the wilderness and gave him a bark-rhautle.

17. With Seetha whose tresses were adorned with
flowers, and Lakshmana whose strong hand held the
lorfg bow, Rama without any feeling of sorrow, left
Ayodhi the very day, ‘and reached the fragrant banks
of the Gangbs,
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18, They crossed the Ganges in a boat assisted .by
Xuka who had beautiful long hands, halted. for the,
night at the hermitage 6f the sage “Bharadwaja, who
had a clear and doubtless kriowledge, and arrived at

the hills of Chithrakutam, abounding in fragrant
Howers.

19.  On hearing that Rama and others reached the,
hills of Chithrakutam, the king Dhasaradha died ang
the wise sage Vasishta sent message to the righteous’
Bharatha, who immédiately returned to Ayodhi.

. 20, Learning from his motheravhat had happened te’
his father Dhasaratha and his brether Rama, Bharaga-
exclaimed, “O cruel sinner | what haye, you-done!” and
gave vent tohis sorrows; when the great sage Vasish-
ta came up and consoled him.

21. The renowned garland bedecked Bharata-aftet
performing the obsequies-of his father, was asked to
wear the crawn; but he replied that he whould bring
His brother Raghava back to-morrowto wear the crows.

22. 'With matted hair and bark-mantle, Bharata
Feft Ayodhi surrounded-by kings and his mothers, cros-
sed the Ganges with the aid of Kuka and reached tie
well-krown hills of Chithrakutam.

. “
23. After paying due respect to Rama, the lord. of
the universe, Bharatha informed him of the death o¢f
their father. Hearing .this Rama wept bitterly and
performed the funeral rites with his own hands.

24. PBharatha humbly begged Rama,to wlar the
hereditary crown, and Rama in reply said, #Return fo
Ayodhi and wait patiently for fourteen years.” Bhara-
tha they returned’ with his brother’s sandals.

25, Rams slew Veratha, who held a pojggxg,eﬂ lan~

¢e, and sent the.sage,Saxabange to.the spacious Hegz
ven. Then being blest by Agastia with many gelestial
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weapons, he procegded and joined the pxténsive place-
called Panchavati-

96. While there, Soorpanakai, having Had hey-
breasts, nose and eats cut off, went weeping in agony
and reported her sufferings to themight-faring Kara,*

27. She ran in haste and reported to Ravana how
Kara, Thushana, and Thrisira with their furiops drmy
perished at the hands of the illustrious Rama.

28. She said that this, her disaster, has befallen
dier while attempting to carry away Rama’s wife, See-
tha; on which Ravhna was seiged with a desire to see
her; and to accomplish this, he made certain proposals
4o his.uncle Mdreecha.

29. Uncle Mareecha opposed him at first, but hay-
ing been reprogched.by Ravana, he begged his par
don.and.transformed himself into a young. golden
“deer. and skipped away to the abode of Seetha. °

30. -Seetha, on seeing it, requested her husband to
seize it for Irer, and the lord of the celestials pursyed
it. Learning that it was only a deception, he slew it;
.and when it fell, it called out O Seetha !. O Brother,

81. On hearing thesewords, the swan-like Seetha
directed Lizkshmana, her husband’s brother, (to go to
his aid);, when Ravana came to her shed in the dis*
guise of a brahmin, with an intent to do mischief.

32. He carried Seetha away through the air and
reached the sea-girt Ceylon, disapling the kite-king
,J'ata;yu who oppose.d him in the, Waéy,,

83. On Rama asking his brother what brought him
there, he related to him what had passed ; and the-
renowned warriors wandered ift gearch of the lady,
and at-1ast regched the .spot where the kitg Jatayuw
wasg lying on the ground.
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84. They -performed the "obsequies of the dead
king-kite Jatayu, cut off the nose of Aydmughi whose
ears were as broad as.a winnow, sent the wicked
XKavantha to swarga, and then reached the hermitage
of the righteotis Savari.

35. Bestowing on the zealous Savari the blessing
of Heaven, Rama saw on his way Pambai lake soa-
rourided on all sides with flowers full of honey; and
proceeding further he met Hanuman ; and at his
suggestion courted the friendship of Sugriva.

86. After this, Rama, with a single arrow, pierced
through the seven Maramara trees that stood before
him like the Manthra peak ; threw off the remains
of the body of Dhundhibi-with "the least exertion of
his foot, sent Vali, the son of Indra, to the region of
Yama and caused his son to wear the father’s sword.,

'87. He bestowed on Sugriva the crown of his fore~
fathers and allowed him to depart, after enjoining
him to rule his kingdom surrounded by powerful mon-
keys and to vetorn to bim after the rainy season was
OVer.,

38. Rama spent the season sunk. in a sea of gof-
rows; and then finding that Sugriva has not made his
appearance even after'the season was over,.sdid ‘“Sug-
riva, the son of the sun, had in the enjoyment of the
regal pleasures which belonged to the late Vali, the
son of Indra, forgotten me,” and ordered his <brother
to fetch him.

89. C(Called by Lakshmana, Hanuman and king
Sugriva came upgand prostrated at the feet of Rama
and requested- him to let them know his commands.
Then the supreme Rama ordered them to seek Seetha
who wore perfect jewels.

46. + Immediately Hanuman, Angatha and the for-
telling Samban accompanied by a great collection of
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aonkey warriors, hastened to the south; entered s
cave from which there was no means of escape and
got out'df it (with great difficulty.)

41, Having searched in vain, over mountains and
in rivers and dence forests in the south, they reached
the fragrant hills 6f Mahandra with the determination
of putting an end to their lives that day.

42, Learning through the Kite-king Sambathi,
that Seethawas in Lunka, Hanuman who wore the jing-
ding ankle-rings, tore open the mouth of the giantess
that opposed him, crossed the seas and reached Lunka.

.43. Defeating the fiery-eyed goddess of Lunka-Hanu~
man searched in vain for Seetha in the golden palaces
of the black Rakshasas, and found her at last in the
Asoka forest and gave her the signet ring.

44. Janaki inreturn gave him'a precious gem which
canbe identified only by Rama and gave him petmission
to return home. Considering that it did not become
him (as warrior) to leave the place (without a trace of
his visit) he destroyed the Asoka forest.

45. When the sentinels ran up and reported that
4he‘gvarded grove was laid waste by a monkey, Ravana
set up his illustrious force against:Hanuman, who op-
posed them in his turn.

46. "Killing the Rakshasas who came in great
mobs, Hanuman stood on a trophy pillar, threw down
Ashakoomara who opposed him, and crushed him to
death, bleeding him profusely. He then struck Jumbu-
mallee dead on the ground and slew also the five com—
manders who stood by.

47, Indrajit then opposed Hanuman, the lord of all
knowledge, and bound -him down with the Nagapasam
given him by Brahma, the source of the four Vedas,
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and-tdok him joyfully to"the prefence bf Ravana who

potsesséd brilliant weapons, and told him -what. hyd
happened. Ravana enraged at this, ordered his tail to
Jbe sef; on fire.

48. With the fire set on his tail, Hanwman burnt
down 4ll the palaces and houses in Liunka, paid Seethd
his due obeisatice, re-crossed the sea and arrived atthe
grove where Rama with his bright lance, resided, sur-
rounded on all sides, by the sea of monkey warriors.

49. He gave Rama who had a long lance; the beau-
tiful gem entrusted "to him by Seetha who possessed
fragrant tresges, and related to him what she said.
“Wheréupon, he ordered Sugriva to start with ‘the ar-
mwy and soon arrived on the shores of the black Sou-
thern ocean.

50. When Rama who possessed victorious weapons
sencamped on the shores of the sea ‘with His army of
filonkeys, Bralima who lives in the 1otus flowér, and
the celestial architest Maya restored ILmnks to it§
original state, at-the dommand ¢f Ravana.

51. When Ravana, seated in staté in his lofty Coun-
¢il Chamber, sald that the monkey which was driven
out.had barnt down the city, Malliavan and other Rak~
shasas, to-lifs great vexation,advised him in loud terms:

52. Indrajit spoke in favor of his crowned father
Ravana, but Vibeshana opposed them both ahd spoke
i such terms which excited in them such a painful
féeling as if lance had pierced through-aswound.

53. FEven Hiranya, the mightest of the Asuras, fell
a vicetim to his anger. It will therefore be well for us
to release Seetha, the mother of the universe, and thé
wifé of Rama.

54, When Vebesfina said this, Ravana with g heart
Yburning in anger exclaimed “Lieave my prefence in-
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stantly; should you remain here any longer, .1 willikill
you:”’ Vebeshana with.his four ministers then sought
réfuge under the victorious Rama.

55. At the request of Rgma, who wore a swerd,
‘Vebeshana gave a full description of the sea-girt for-
tress Lunka, of the great divine gifts possessed by its
king ‘Ravana, of the valor'.of his Bons-ahd of the
strength of his arrhy.

56. As it was not possible to,¢ross the sea in oraéi_r
to reach the sea-girt Lunka, Rama requested Varuna,
the lord of the ocean, to.provide him with a ford; (but
finding him not attending to his call he discharged
the burning arrow [Agniyastram]-whereupon, the dis--
comfited ‘Varuna came.and fell at his feet.

57. Constructing a bridge across the great oceam,
Rama the greatest-among the descendentsesof Manu,
and. Sugriva the king of the monkeys, reached the
hill in thegreat city of Lunka; and the spies, of the
great'Ravana came to their camp.

58.. Two of them named Sarana and Suga.were
seized and threatened; hut on the news reaching the
pure Rama, he set them free and enjoined them to re-
port .to their king that he had given the.kingdom
away-te Vebeshana who was an-expert in archery.

59. The spies returned and informed Ravana of
¢he vonstraction of the'bridge, and of the bestowal of
the kingdom to Vebeshana. Ravana then indulged in
his enraged expressions' when the stars disappeared
and the sun"rose.

,60. Ravapa, and Rama got up on the top of the
Lunka palace and the white hill respectively to review
the army when Sugriva, the son of Surya, snatched
awdy the crown of the former, The king of Lunka,
and Rama retired to their respective quarters.
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61. When soime came and reported that men and
monkeys reached the four gates of the city and ‘rear-
red like the sounding sea,, Ravana whose lance emit~
ted a powerful poison, put. his army in battle array;
and Rama who bore a lance in his hand, sent Anggtha
as his messengbr. )

62. Amngatha said, Rama had enjoined me "to tell
you, to save your life by releasing Seetha’ but Ravana
replied in anger, “Be gone:”’; and Angatha returned
and related what haQ passed. Then the army moved.
P 7 t

63. At the heroic roar of the.monkey king Sugri-
v5, Hanuman and Néelan, the great- host -of ‘Raksha~
s4 army fled. When this news reached the ears of Ra-
vana, he took-the field in'person and:- defehted them
with his arrows.

64. The young hero Liakshmana broke into pieces
the 'tén ‘bows:of Ravana, when the latter who had
‘bright Gurved teeth piercéd his heart with alanceé and
tried to seize him, but Hanuman carried him away.

65. Rg?vana fought on a chariot drawn by thousand
lions, and Rama opposed him, mounted on the shoul-
‘ders of the young Hanuman, shattered his ten long
‘bows and ten crowded.heads,and told him to return
the mext day to the -battle (field)z Ravana retired
accordingly.

66. After ordering to bring wup his main army. te
battle (the mext day), Ravana retired to his beautiful
bed, when his grandsire came up to him, and said,
«Alas! You are much fatigued; I already advised youm
not to opposeRama.” Maghothara who wore garlands
on his strong shoulders opposed him and-said this.,»

67 'Rajvanga.gsem; for KumbaKarna and when mes-
sengets brou’ght him up, he s?Jid;T-"Dear Brother, go

% What he said is not given in the snbsequent stanzas.
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and. dgfeat the men.” Wihereupon he entered the bar~
ning field of battle. Rama enquired who he was,, and
Vebeshana replied that he was the brother of Ravana
and that'hé would bring him'up to him (Rama).

68. Disregarding the kind request of Vebeshana
the wicked Kumbakarna reduced Vasanthtan into:a
mass of flesh and carried Sugriva away; but he return-
ed biting cff his nose. Rama 'then with a ‘superior ar-
row, cdst his head away mto the sea.

69. In another place (Asoka forest), Maghothark
brought Marutha in the disguise of king Janaka, to
the presence of Seetha, threw him prostrate on the
groundsnd feigred to kill him. At thissight she shud-
dered. In mnother quarter [, e. the battle-field] the
loud lamentatiogs of the army (at thedeathof Kumba-
karna) reached Ravara on-all sides.

70. Messengers having reported the death of Kumba~
karna, the ten-headed Ravana exclaimed In grief
“Alas! dear brother” and then ordered Athikayam, who
had a béautiful golden chariot, to the battle-field,

where he'was opposed by the brother of cur saviour,
Rama.

71. The two armies opposed each other in battle; and
Lakshmana, the younger brother of Rama; discharged
the arrow of Brahma and soon cut off the head: of Athi-
kayan, who wore tinkling rings on bis legs.

72. The monkey warriors rooted up hills, burled
them at the enemy, and killed all the sons of Ravana.

Some who were mortally wounded and aggrieved,
teported the loss to Ravana.

*78. Hearing this, Ravana without any feeling of
compunction, instantly ordered Iudrajit to go to the
battlefield. He destroyed the monkey army and then

103
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attacked Lakshmana, the younger brether of the lord
of the earth.

74. The long pointed arrows poured on Liakshmans
marred his personal beanty. Indrajit, the son of the
ten-headed Ravana, lost his charriot, lost the battle,
and finally hid himself in the sky.

75. 1In the darkness of night, Indrajit, the heroic
son Ravana, bound down with the snake arrow Liaksh-
mana, the younger brother of Rama, and the whole of
the great army of monkeys. ‘

76.. 1ndrajit retired from the- battlefield, and the
monkey warriors (unable to entricate themselves) rol-
Jed on the ground ,and cried out. On hearing this
from Anala, Rama came (near Liakshmana) and felt
much aggrieved at the sight. Garuda, the king of
birds, hovered about in the air and restored them all
to life.

77. When messengers reported the revival of Ra~
ma’s army, Ravana sent for his able commanders and
ordered them to the field, where they came and peri-
shed under the roaks hurled at them by the monkey
warriors.

78. Relating the loss to bis sons, the Asura king
Ravana, sent Makaratchan the son of kara.,, to the
field of battle. He discharged an arrow, combining
in it the iuspirations of Vayu and Varuna to produce
illusion in the army; but Rama, with a single arrow
dispelled it and severed his head.

79. Ravana who wielded a furious sword, heard
that hia vast army of Rakshasus perished, and ordered
his son Indrajit to go,to the battle-field. He got on
his chariot, »nd Spposed Lakshmana, intending to
attack the army of monkeys afterwards. b
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80, Finding hi§ army of millions of Assurad and 4
thousand chariot warriors, give way, the potwer{y]
Indrajit disappeared in sky with intent to throw, the
dgrrow of Brahma; Lakshmana knew not this. Abayt
this time Rama, retired to his quarters to worship the
the deities presiding over his aveapons.

Indrajit related to his father what he suffered ipn
battle. Magothara wha had shoulders that resembled
mountains was sent for, and ordered to the field of
battle. With his great strength, he defeated the hogt
of monkey warriors who opposed him with shoats of
war, but Lashmana, soon made him chariotless apd
obliged him to fly to the skies. s

82. Indrajit discharged the arrqw of Brahma,
against Ligkshmana, when the' celestials, saints apg
sages crowding together, stood motionless im fear of
losing their own lives. It struck him down senselagg,
and Indrajit trinmphantly communicated the *fact to
Ravana.

83. Seeing the fall of Lakshmana, the beautify]
Rama, choked with griet, fell down senseless. Hapy,
man, at the suggestion of Samban, ther brought the
revivifying plant and. restored them all to' life. Thig
news the messengers carried to Ravana.

84, On enquiry as to what may be done, Indrgj,'g
devised a certain plan, which Ravana, enjoined hip
to carry out and retired to his quarters. Indrajit accorq-
ingly had an image of Seetha destroyed in the pre-
sence of Hanuman, and then threatening 'to go o
Ayodhi, proceeded to Nigumbilai.

85. Hanuman informed Raghava of whathad hgp.
pened; hut Vebeshana, who then happened to be there’
said that all was an illusion, and comforting him, went
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ymmediately to Lunka by, a contrivance to Jearn the
trath,

86, Vebeshana, the Asura prince, Jearned that afl
was & mere illusion anfl informed Raghava of the.tdine;
whereupon ‘Hanuman, and Lukshmana, surfounded by
« their army marthed to the banian tree at Nigumbi-
ioi and destroyed the sacrifice which Indrajit was
then performing. The latter thep came np and attack-
&d them,

87. TLakshmana cut te piecesall the arrows aimed
by the itritated Indrajit, and then with a single arroWw
eut off his hand with the bow it held. "'Whereupon
he opponent burning in rage threw at him a “trident
to kill him, which he likewise destroyed and then with
another'arrow cut off his head, and carried it away.

88. Muassengers reported the death of Indrajit, %1d
Ravana the king of the Rakshasas, then proceeded te
the fielG of battle and wept ower the headless body of
his son, and ordered it to be preserved in oil. BSeox
afterwavds, the vast host of hismain guard came t&
the battle-field. "

89, The cruel Ravana ordered his main guard e
attack Rama, while he himself marched against thr
army of monkeys occupying the sea shore. When Ram .,
was pressed upon, the monkey host fled beyond the sea
to the, opposite shdre.

9C. Angatha then rallied round the monkey foy .
which fled in terfor. Directing Lukshmana, to guard
the army, Rama, in three hours, completely annikila:
ed the whole of the main army of cruel Asuras, wh
shouted out for war.

91, Ravana dnd Takshthana opposed each _of’her,,
when' the latter discharged many excellent missiles &’



15

his sly opponent ; who at last aimed at him the illusivé
weapon, which he instantly cut off by the arrow of
Vishnu.

$2, Ravana threw a lance which Vebeshana know-
mgly said would be destructive, and which according-
ly struck Lakshmana down, and retired from the field,
Hanuman brought again the revivifying plant and
restored Liakshmana to life.

Q3. When engaged in warfare with Rama,: the
messengers reported to Ravana the destruction of his
‘maip grmy whereupon he fought with such great rage
‘that struck terror 1uto the army of monkeys.

94. At the bidding of Brahma who created the
earth, Indra, sent his chariot, with his charioteer
"Mathali to.Rama. The Asura and monkey armies then
opposed in war, and Rama with & single arrow slew
Magothara.

95. The Rakshasa fled to the skies and the spotless
Rama pursued him, when he (Rayana) aimed at him
the arrow of illusion, which he destroyed with his
arrow of knowledge. Then he (Ravana) threw wit
great distress the trident, whjch he (Rama) counter-
acted with a mystic sound, and cut off his ten heads
and hands with a single arrow.

96. Seeing that the heads and shouldersof Ravana
grew up as often as they were cut off, Rama found
out that"this was the result of the sacrificial boon
obtained by him, and slew him with the weapon-of

rahma, and he fell dead on the ground. Then
Vebeshana, excited by fraternal feeling fell at his
brother’s feet and wept.

97. Manthothari, the daughter of Maya came to
‘the battle-fleld and died with her hushand, not being
pble %0 survive the loss. Mean while, Vebeshanay
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‘called upon the Rakshasas, to come over to his side
and to pay their respect to the prowess of Ramd.
Rama then ordered the removal of the bodies of Ra~
vana and others with music, which Vebeshauna did.
He also ordered Hanuman to go to Seetha.

3

98. Vebeshana and Hanuman went to Seetha,, ang.
respectfully ralated to her what had taken place, anc,
brought her to the presence of Rama, after having
bathed her in scented water, and adorned her wit}
‘proper jewels. On seeing this, Rama, ironically sai¢
“Well done” when Seethas shuddering fell into the
flames and came out uninjured.

99. Rama, Seetha, and all the other§ got into the".
celestial car except the followers of Vasauntha, who
lost his shape (4. e. life) in the battlesfield But Brahma
however, soon, restored him to life at the representa-
tion of Hanuman, and Rama proceeded (with all)-to
the meek and pious sage Barathwaja.

100. Then Hanuman, at the command of Rama,
went (to Ayodhi; 'and informing Bharatha of what
had taken place, préevented him from perishing’ by the
flames (he ordered to be created). On Hanuman’s
veturn after cartying out commission, Rama, accdtiipa-
nied by his brother, wife, and all the dthéts, got into
his celestial car and reached Ayodhi.
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