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1
To
C. ARUMUKAM Esqr.,
. Dear Ssr,
........... veerereneenssentitled s gapsmwufaise...
Cerrerrreieene, .....by oneof our agents: There is nothing

................................. me in my enquires as to (the
author of the) work, but several persons have asserted to
me that the production is yours, whilst others have as
- confidently assigned it to other parties.

In order that I (may) commit no mistake on this
point I take the (liberty) of writing direct to yourself.

Will you, therefore, kindly inform me whether I am
to regard you as the author of the work in question, and
if not, can you inform me who the author 1s so that I
may put myself in communication with him?

I am, Yours faithfully,
18th January, 1856. {Sd ) JOHN WALTON.

P, S. If the pamphlet referred to is the work of
several writers, perhaps you can give me their names.

(5d.) J. W.



HNPUSSLL 119~
To
The Rev. JOHN WALTON.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of this date, I am (surprised «
to learn) from you that the Pamphlet (entitled) essar
gragamr uflsrre was put into your hands (only) a week
since; and it is painful to my mind that you were not
put in possession of the Pamphlet ere this, while it has
had its circulation a year ago; and a remark touching
this Pamphlet is found in your report for 1855.

It is true that the name of its author was not put in
the title page, because the particular object of itsauthor
was purely to benefit the public but not to acquire a
name. You say in your letter that ‘*several persons have
asserted to me that the production is yours, whilst others
have as confidently assigned it to other parties.” I have
to inforin you that the latter assertion assigning it to
other parties is as false as it is uncharitable; and on
your deep and impartial inquiry you will be able to
know shat I am the author of the work in question; and
if you have anything to say on the subject contained in
the pamphlet I am always ready to accept and to have a
friendly discussion.

I am, Yours faithfully,
18th January, 1860. (Sd.) C. ARUMUKAM. .




120 <& BB SN
Extract from the Wesleyan Methodist Report
printed in England for 1855, page 20.

“The most remarkable event of the year has been
the publication in Tamil of a work of extraordinary

literary and mytho.................... Saiva Dushana Pari-
karam. I iS ceiuviiiierienniniiiiiinniieiiiana.n. Saivism and
antagonist to Christians............... the peculiarity of
forsaking the old.................. and attack, and adopt-

ing an entirely new and different strategy, It does nos
argue or assume that Christianity is theoretically illo-
gical and unsustained, or practically weak and impos-
sible; it does not dogmatically pronounce the doctrines
and ritual of Saivism to be of Divine authority, or tobe
superior to those of Christianity. Neither does it adopt
the old subterfuge that both Saivism and Christianity
are from God, but the former intended for the Saivite
and the latter for the Christian. It uudertakes to prove
that every one of the distinctive articles of Saivite belief
and observance has its parallel and warrant in the
Credenda and ceremonial set forth in the Christian
Scriptures. Of the twenty-two articles which the author
seeks thus to establish, oblations, ablutions, invocations,

enance, pilgrimage, lingam worship, and merit are not
the least conspicuous. The amount of Scripture brought
to the defence of those particulars, is most surprising,
and the adroitness with which every posible objection is
anticipated and repelled belongs only to a first rate
mind. The book is doing much mischief.”
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To
C. ARUMUKAM Egq.,
Dear Sir,

I am (in receipt of your reply) to my note. My
object in (writing to you was to give) you an opportu-
nity of repudiating the (authorship of the pamphlet) in
question, for I did not believe that a psrson who owes
so much to missionaries and (who has) been so long
connected with them as yourself would have addressed
them in such offensive terms. It is with deep regres
that I learn from yourself that 1 was mistaken.

When an author becomes abusive he weakens his
own position and precludes all reply. If your work
bad been respectful in its terms, I think the parties
addressed in it ought to have noticed it; as it is, I do
not see that they could do so without sacrificing proper
dignity.

As your acknowledgment of the authorship was
made to me in a private letter, I am unwilling to make
any public use of it without your permission ; and 1
therefore ask whether you have any objection to my
alluding to your admission either publicly or privately?
It is immaterial now to mention the names of parties
to whom the Pamphlet was attributed as I perfectly
credit your word, but &#5rCrssi and others were
named.

Yours faithfully,

21st January, 1856. (Sd.) JOHN WALTON.
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To
The Rev. JOHN WALTON
Dear Sir,
Please excuse......... .....oeuennn reply to your favour
of the 21st instant ................. to attend to it earlier.

With regard (to the) several points touched upon by
you in (your letter) 1 beg leave to say that:—

1. The Pamphlet in question................ with all
its imperfections as to literary merits and......... with
all its want of patronage and............ as a similar one

from the Mission Press would enjoy, has been, and
continues to be, the means of doing the amount of
good which it was humbly intended to do, under the
blessin: of that Infinite Being......for whose honour it
made its appearance; and............ it has done that
much and continues to do so, is acknowledged by its
own deadly opponents as you will find by the conm-
cluding words of some one of your predecessors in
the Wesleyan Methodist Report, printed in England
for the last year, page 20. Under so great an encourage-
ment, 1 cannot, with justice to the subject, consent
to repudiate it merely to gratify your whim. The
more it does *mischief” to the opposite cause, the
more it is faithful to its own duty and consequently
becomes the more the darling object of my love and
care. The exasperated feelings of one who might
have been repelled with scorn and contempt by the
virtuous resistance of chastity in his attempt to rob it
may heap infamy upon infamy upon the conduct of his
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neighbour's spouse; and reproach her to her husband,
but personal knowledge of grudge on one side and
the consistency on the other, make the uniom more
intimate and knits the tieg of affection closer. This
being my experience respecting my Pamphlet, I will
not become guilty of. ... as long as
you are not..................her Fornication with infidels.

2. Iam thankfulto........... mysterious dispensa-
tion of even..... ..... ceeeae with such a lengthened con-
nexion with the Protestant missionaries in the Province
bas enabled me to acquire a thorough knowledge of
their mode of teaching and proceedings which enabled
me not only to (rescue) myself from falling into their
traps but also to (warn) my countrymen of the evils of
the enemy when I see them apé to traverse the prohi-
bited grounds. *This is the true advantage” I acquir-
ed by my long connexion with the missionaries; during
which peried also 1 acquired a littie knowledge of the
English language, for which, in return, I have made
ample retribution as known to the Public and as
acknowledged by Mr. Percival, your predecessor. My
services were worth £ 10 per mensem, szould my head
only be christened, for which disadvantage I was paid
a maintenance only of Rs. 30. Here also you will see
£ 7 per mensem was sacrified even then a similar offer
will be scorned now on principle on persuation that,
to quote your own scripture, * Godliness with con-
tentment is great gain.” It isimplied in your note,
for the sake of my long .connection with the

, missionaries, I ghould not speak in favour of my
9
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religion. Sivan forbid that any human thoughts
or fears parsuade m: to do so.........

attempt therefore to........ crveenins or reproach one by
suggesting ...oe.oeinnne ...like these and ..... ........ desire
one to ........ .....of doing justice to his heart ............
falls very much below the .. ............... ....of the anta-
gonistic cause, Weapons.......cevvenennnn... goods sense
ought rather to be ............ .. ceeaiieenins subterfuges of

vulgarity which are too weak to be depended upon in
an enlightened age.

3. As respects the ‘ offensive terms* as well
as an “‘abusive author weakens his position.”’ &c.
I do nos fully understand you. If you will point out
to me the offensive terms and abusive language
introduced into the work, I shall be glade to offer
my explanation. Bat do not consider your dignity
as of greater importance than the trust committed to
your care and attention, Your ‘‘engagement" binds
your “fast” to oppose and (repel) ail scandal broughi
agamst your religion. If you have any concern  about
it, do the worst you can to obtain the victory over the
Pamphlet by preventing its ‘‘mischief.”

4. Lastly you know that it is modesty that
prohibited me to make a public use of my name in
the pamphlet. I therefore beg you will allow me to
reserve it in private until I should (think) it fit to
permit you to make a use of it in public.

Hoping that you will excuse ths length of this note.
1 remain,
Yours faithfully,
31t Jany. 1856 (5d.) C. ARUMUKAM

— —— ——
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To
The Rev. JOHN WALTON.
Dear Sir,

In my last letter of the 31st January, I requested
you to be kind enough to point out the ‘“offensive terms”
and “abusive language” introduced into the asagras
wflsrre of which you complained so much in your
second note to me and of which as 1 learn from report,
vou still continue to complain. If you will be kind
enough to point them out I might be able to explain
the nature of the terms complained of; as [ fear a 1iue
explanation i1s not as yet given to you by your assistants,
Begging to be favoured with an answer at carliest con-
venience.

I yemain,
Yours faithfully,

26 May, 1856 (sd.) C. ARUMUKAM.

———
o

Extract from the “Hindu Pastors

“They were not satisfied with essaying to train the
young: they must cndeavour to amuse and confirm
the adult. Sivaist preachers and stewards appeared,
and formed and worked a circuit somewhat on the
Methodist model. In connection with the reading and
-recitation of passages from their sacred books a lecture
or sermon was delivered every Friday evening, in a
spacious shed on the holy ground within the high wall
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round the temple of Siva at Wannarponne; and
1ppointments, though not of such frequent occurrence,,
were also kept at the important villages of Chunnagam
and Manipay. Beforethe delivery of the first lecture,
December 31st 1847, the officiating priest of the temple
broke a cocoanut in honour of Pillayar and the under-
taking; and at the close of the meeting he solemnly rose
and said. that the omens for the association were
remarkably auspicious. In the first place, the cocoanut
had broken evenly with this equal parts; and secondly,
at the commencement of the address, he had heard the
sound of a bell within the temple. The principal ora-
tors, both of whom had been day pupils in our Jaffna
school, were Arumugavar, the first and most frequent,
and the presiding genius through all the movement, and
a friend of his, named s Cattigasayar. The former of
the Velala or agriculturist caste, good looking, intelli-

gent, studious, reserved, of grave demeanour and
blameless life not better acquainted with the Hinde
Shastras than with the Christian Scriptures, had been
for a long period, day after day, the worthy companion
and valued assistant of the gifted and plodding Mr.
Percival in preparing and editing treatises and hymns
in Tamil, and translating the Prayer-Book and the Holy
Bible. Cattigasayar, a round oily Brahmin, physically
inferior to his colleague, and naturally less asutere and
resolute but equally learned iu Hindu lore and quite as
patriotic, would not alone have originated such an enter,
prise. He was the writer’s respected and faithful moon-

shee.’

s srig§Cas mur.
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THE HON’BLE
SIR MUTTU KUMARASWAMI,

Tamil Representative in the Legislative Council ot
Ceylon, in the course of his speech on “Ecclesiastical
Subsidies in Ceylon” on the 19th October, 1876, referr-
ed to Mr. Arumukha Navalar in the following terms:—

“It is the Hindu of Hindus, Arumuga Navalar in
the North! He is one of those Orientals who can
measure swords with even such a giant as my Hon’ble
friend (the then Queen’s Advocate, the Hon’ble Mr. R.
Cayley) in an argumentative way. tis whole life has
been spent in preaching and writing against Christia-
nity and he has a following which cannot be despised.”

THE HON'BLE Sir P. RAMANATHAN,

Tamil Representative in the Liegislative Council of
Ceylon, in the course of his speech in the Council on.
the 11th February 1884, referred fo Mr. Arumukha
Navalar in the following terms:—

“Intolerance on their (the Missionaries’) part, it ap-
pears, has varied with varying times and circumstances,
but it is specially observed at the present day, ever
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since the Champion Reformer of Hindus in the North-
ern Province died in 18797,

t1is Excellency the Governor (Hon. Sir Arthur
Hamilton Gordon G. C. M. G )=

Whom did you say’?
The Hon'ble Sir. P Ramanathan,—

The Champion Reformer of Hindus, Arumuga
Navalar.”
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