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Preface to the First Edition

This piece was written for the last day’s celebration of the
Dasara by the Suguna Vilasa Sabha this year, and if I may be
permitied to say so myself, it almost created a sensation. The
Editor of a leading newspaper in Madras wrote very highly of
the performance, and suggested that it should be performed
right through India, in order to revive the martial spirit of the
people. Hence I have been induced to print it, small as it is.
For the benefit of my readers I print below the synopsis of the
drama as printed at the first performance.

SCENE I.—The Ramparts of Chittore—Bahadur Shah of
Guzerat having invested Chittore, the Rana-regent Vikra-
majit, after many vain sorties, sends at last his Sirdar
Ranavir, who has sworn that he would either come back
with the head of the leader of the opposing army, or never
return at all from the battle field. The Rana and his few
remaining followers watch the fight from the ramparts.
Zynulabdin a musalman spy—who in the guise of a Rajput
had followed Ranavir, kills from behind Ranavir's horse,
and a cry is raised that Ranavir has fallen. The Rana
prays for his success. Ranavir having extricated himself,
vanquishes in single combat Abdul Kharim the Musalman
General. The Rana receives Ranavir with due honors.
A Council of waris held, and the Rana decides that the
ladies should perform the Johar fa ceremony in which the
ladies clad in yellow garments ascend the funeral pyre),
early next morning, and that the Rajput warriors should
put on their yellow robes. (Once a Rajput puts on his
yellow robes, he goes out to fight the enemy, never to return
alive) Ranavir at this juncture, asks as a boon that the
young Rana Udai Singh, should be spared to keep up the
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race of Kshatriyas. The boon is granted and the young
Rana Udai Singh, a boy of tender years, is brought and
formally installed as the Rana, and enttusted to the care of
Ranavir to be smuggled out of Chittore.

SCENCE IL.—Ranavir's house—Ranavir’s wife and his blind
mother are anxiously waiting for news about Ranavir.
Ranavir’s son Pratap, who had run out of the house to see
the fight, contrary to his parents’ directions, returns with
news of his father’s victory. He is punished by his strict
mother for having played the truant, and then rewarded
for the good news. Ranavir enters with the young Rana,
who is received with due honors. Ranavir pays his respects
to his mother, and confers with her as to how to smuggle
the young Rana out of Chittore. His heroic wife suggests
that their son and the Rana should exchange dresses,
and that when the Rajputs make their last sortie the next
morning, she should carry her own boy in the Rana’s
robes, and that her mother-in-law with a trustworthy ser-
vant should be in charge of the real Rana, and that if she
is caught with the false Rana an opportunity will be given
to the real Rana to escape. Ranavir and his blind mother
hail it with delight, asithe best means of serving their
chief.

SCENE III.—The Eastern entrance of Chittore Fort. . The
Rajput warriors are assembled in their yellow robes, prior
to their last sortie. The last beera (betel preparation) is
passed round according to Rajput custom. The Rajput
ladies covered with yellow clothes pass out to the funeral
pyre, to the strains of music. The few remaining chiefs
take an affectionate farewell of the Regent Vikramajit.
The Eastern gate is ordered to be thrown open, and Vikra-
majit and his devoted followers, hurl themselves on the
enemy with their war—cry, never to turn back. Ranavir
alone is left to guard the gate till the last moment,to
give time to the young Rana to escape.
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SCENE 1V.—The Battlements of Chittore. Bahadur Shah
having taken Chittore, orders a search for the young Rana.
Zynul, the Musalman, informs him that Ranavir must have
hidden him somewhere. Ranavir is tortured to reveal the
Rana’s hiding place, his right hand being cut off. Ranavir
remains silent. Ranavir is brought before Bahadur
Shah, and the king promises him the Ranaship if only he
would reveal the Rana’'s whereabouts. To all his threats
Ranavir remains mute. A shout is raised that the young
Rana has been captured; and Pratap (Ranavir's son) is
brought as a captive before Bahadur Shah. Zynul tells the
king that it is not the real Rana, and that he is the son of
Ranavir in the Rana’s robes. Bahadur Shah declares that
he will have the boy punished unless Ranavir reveals his
sccret. The brave boy is taken to a fire to be branded
with red hot irons, but undaunted, jumps into the fire, with
a last word to his father. Secret information is brought to
Bahadur Shah, that the mother and wife of Ranavir have
been taken prisoners. He orders the mother to be broughy
before him, and threatens Ranavir to kill his mother if he
would not divulge his secret. The blind mother goes to
her son on pretence of inducing him to consent to do
so, and drawing the secret dagger which every Rajput lady
carries about her person to save her honour, stabs herself
to death, warning her son with her last breath to be true
to his Rana. And finally Bahadur Shah orders Chandra
Bai, the wife of Ranavir, to be brought and placed before
him, and threatens to put Ranavir to death before her eyes,
and then take her to his harem, unless Ranavir divulges
the hiding place of the Rana. Just then by means of a
preconcerted signal, Ranavir learns that the boy Rana had
been safely taken out of the city; and on a secret sign
from her husband, Chandra Bai, on pretence of revealing
to the Musalman king the secret hiding place of the Rana,
ascends the battlements and with a last appecal to her
husband to be true, jumps down from the precipitous walls
and dies. In the confusion that follows, Ranavir frees
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himself from his guards and stabs to death the traitor
Zynul. Thereupon the exasperated Musalmans smother
him with their arms, and he breathes his last. Bahadur
Shah, orders him an honourable funeral, and remarking
that if he hada hundred Ranavirs who would sacrifice
theirallin all in his service he would become the Emperor
of all India, follows the funeral cortege as the chief
mourner of the Rajput who sacrificed his son, mother, and
wlfe, and his own life, for saving his Rana.

The above plot is based on the second sack of Chittore. [

have taken great liberties with the historical facts, the chara-
cters of Ranavir and his family being my creations, butI may
mention that every incident I have made use of has its original
in Rajput history.

I have added at the end explanations of certain Hindus-

tani expressions used in this drama which I trust the reader
will find useful.

“PAMMAL LODGE ”

} THE AUTHOR.
MADRAS.

N. B.—All societies, both Amateur and Professional will note

that my formal consent is necessary before staging
this or any other drama of mine.
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