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FOREWORD

THE world is full of poetry. There is poetry
of the air: there is poetry of the sea: thercis
poetry of the mountains, There is poetry of
children : there is poetry of women : there is poetry
of life, In short, there is no place where there is
no poetry. It cannot be otherwise, for the Maker
is Himself a poet—the Best Perfect Poet.

Few, however, see anywhere any poetry at
all, Itis those who not only see it themselves,
but also open the eyes of others to sec it that we
call poets,

True poets are the sons and interpreters of the
Great Poet. They have been sent by Him into
the world to sing of all that is good, and to lead
men finally to Him,

Now, if it is the mission of poets to sing of
goodness, and if the source of all goodness is
religion, then, the East, which is the home of
religions, is the home of poetry too.

There is also another thing that is conducive
to the growth of poetry—the geography of a
country, Swift sadly remarked that the chilling
climate of Britain hardly bore a brig of bays in
fifty years. It is not so with the sunny East.
There have been scores of poets there in an age,
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Perhaps no land can boast of so many poets as the
Land of the Tamils. In fact, their poets are the
Tamils’ chief glory.

Great poets arc profound philosophers, for
philosophy is but a handmaid to religion. Tamil
poets have their own philosophy too :—

On earth there is nothing great but man.
‘What makes him so great is religion. There are
religions and religions in the world, But true
religion lies notin talk, but in walk. In other
words, a good life is the only religion. There can
be no good life without humanity: and no
humanity without love. And the nursery of love
is home.

Now, man has three homes. There is the
highest home, often known as heaven, of which
he is a candidate—the home which in this life no
human eyc could ever see, no human mind could
ever imagine, and no human words could ever
describe : for heaven were not heaven, if man
knew what it were., The other two are the
parental home and the marital home,

Love must sprout in the former and be
fostered in the latter, before it is finally trans-
planted in the home above,

Birth is much : breeding is more. Even so,
sprouting is much : fostering is more. Hence, the
marital home is more important than the parental
home, How love may begin, grow, and mature



vii

there best, and how at last it may be perceived
there that all love is lost but upon God—these, in
brief, rare the mystic philosophical meanings
conveyed by the so-called Erotics, which form the
majority of the eight ancient Tamil higher classics,
and some of the eighteen ancient Tamil minor
classics.

Great saints like Nammalvar, Manickavasakar,
and Thiruthakkar would have never sung their
erotics and erotic epic, unless those poems had
these inner meanings. In fact, the name by
which these erotics are known in Tamil means
only ** works with inner meanings’’,

The Tamil erotics, then, are the best works in
the language, and it is their principle that ‘men
must be taught as if you taught them not’.

Apart from the high ideals and philosophy of
life they contain, they are rich in figurative
implications, philosophy of taste, and human
Psychology (the Rasa of the Sanskritists) without
which, according to the Indian literary standard,
there can be no poetry.

Of the many Tamil classical erotics there is
one which is pre-eminent. It is the Kali, often

known as the Kali-thohai. Unlike the rest of its
kind, it is highly dramatic and free from gram-
matic stiffness. It is written, as its name implies,
in a felicitous metre, while the rest of its kind are
in other metres common to all themes,
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The Kali metre is the special erotic metre
which the ancient Tamil genius has invented for
the purpose. There are four different kinds of
stanzas of this metre used in the Kali, and one of
them, in which the greater number of the verses of
the book is written, is of great beauty. The varied
melody of the different parts of the stanzas of
this kind, especially of the second part, which
generally consists of three groups of lines some-
what similar to the parallelism of Hebrew poetry,
is charming. The object of the exquisite music of
the stanzas is to melt the hardest heart and
impress upon it the high ideals and philosophy of
life,

Thus, the Kali is quite unique, And very truly
has an ancient Tamil poet said : ‘“ We don’t want
either the Chinthamani of the great Saint
Thiruthakkar, or the rich beauties of the poem of
Kambar ; we won’t take up either the Sacred
Kural, or the Great Story of Kongu Vel; but we
will enjoy the brimming beauty and philosophy of
the Kali.”

This delightful work was first edited very
neatly with its old commentary, in 1887, by that
great scholar and lover of Tamil who has done so
much for the sake of the language, the late
lamented Rao Bahadur C. W. Thamotharam
Pillay, and, though priced at Three and a Half
Rupees a copy only, was often given away by
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him most generously at lower prices to all those
who evinced a sincere love for Tamil but were too
poor to pay the full price, This edition soon went
out of print,.

The next edition, a costly one, was printed in
1925 by my late lamented learned friend Mr. E. V.
Anantharama Iyer, who edited also the text
without the commentary.

This edition of the Kali by Mr. T. A. Kanaka-
sabhapathy Mudaliar, being adapted to the means
of all and easy to be comprehended, is a popular
one, and is quite a different work altogether.

The paraphrase of the old commentary, which
is generally as dark as the text itself, has been
omitted, and a very easy and clear word-for-word
paraphrase with minimum of latitude has been
substituted, The violent shuffling of the words of
the stanzas, which is one of the vices of the old
learned commentary, has been very carefully
avoided, The originality of interpretation of
some of the hard passages of the textis another
notable feature, and all, who feel the truth of
Mill’s famous dictum that genius can live only in
an atmosphere of freedom, and that whatever
crushes individuality is despotism which is
everywhere the standing hindrance to human
advancement, will welcome it surely. Real poetry,
unlike the lines of versifiers, is often hard to
paraphrase, and itis very gratifying to see the
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spirited author tackling the difficulties honestly,
and rendering every possible help by means of
brief and .judicious grammatical and other notes,
to understand and appreciate the inimitable
original, My scholarly friend, though young,
never parades his knowledge by quoting profusely,
or by quoting ridiculously even from later and far
inferior works, His quotations are few, but they
are apt, choice and sparkling. The get-up and
typography of the book are bold and quite inviting,
The panctuation and the removal of many of the
Bard Sandkis without any detriment to the music
of the lines are a great help indeed: the stanzas
thereby put on a very winning smile. To see the
book is but to love it, to love the Kali, and to love
and honour the noble language.

Mr. Mudaliar has my hearty thanks for his
great labour of love. And it is my ardent wish
and prayer that he may be able to print and give
the world the rest of the Kali very soon,

S. D. SARGUNAR,
Lecturer in Tamil, (Relired),

Madras Christian College

ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS,
26-9-1937.
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