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FOREWORD

Dr. §.S. RAMAR ILANGO

Director

International Institute of Tamil Studies
Tharamani, Chennai- 600 113.

The International Institute of Tamil Studies is engaged in various activities connected with Tamilology and
one among them is teaching Tamil to Non-Tamils (Foreigners & Indians). A number of persons from
U.S.A,, U.K., Canada, Japan, Korea, France, etc. have attended Tamil courses at this Institute.

It is a long felt need by the Non-Tamils who undergo Tamil Introductory Course at this Institute for a Tamil
Scripts Work Book. Now Dr. S. Jean Lawrence has fulfilled their need by bringing out Tamil Scripts -
Work Book. I congratulate the author for his noble venture.

S.S. RAMAR ILANGO
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‘Tamil Language has 12 vowels, 1 aytham and 18 consonants. A few Non-Tamil consonants

are also used. Each one has separate script.

One of the consonants have two shapes, 5 and . As pure consonants they are free variants.
In the syilabic consonants, the secondary symbols of the vowels. <93, <9, . 6¥, 63, 3 .
¢p . ¢» and spew are added with §;, @ and max added with i and 8 and m added with
both (i.e., any one of them can be used).

All the consonants have a dot on the top. It 1s dropped when the secondary symbols of the

vowels are added to them.

The vowel, consonants and the secondary symbols of the vowels are presented with arrow
marks so that learners can easily write them. The arrow in the starting point is thickly marked.
In Chapter 5, in addition to the scripts of the syliabic consonants, words are also given for
writing practise. Non-native words are also used to meet the need. Words are selected in such
a way that they contain the scripts which had already been practised. (Due to this, words could
not be given to certain syllabic consonants at their introducing stage.) Meaning of these words

are given at the bottom.



1. VOWELS

The vowels are < (a), <9, (2), B (i), A (i), 2 (u),
pex (U), 6v (), 63 (6), gy (ai). 5 (0), @ (6) and cpomw
(au). Of these s, &, m_, &1 and ep are shor
vowels, «,, = , ey , 53 and ep are long vowels,

and gg and spew are dinthongs.












HEREIE






1
I
|
!
|
i I
i T
|
! .



2. AYTHAM

Aytham is denoted by three dots. It comes after a vowel. It is also written initially in certain Non-
native words and its occurence i1s very limited.




3. CONSONANTS

There are 18 consonants. They are & (k), mas (n), &

(c), e (#), L (1), & (n), & (1), ® (n), O (p),

Be

(m), sia (y), & (r), 6d (1), &ls (v), g (1), o (1), g (1),

and & (n),. They are classified into three,

Hard Consonants (ueademb)  : &
Soft Consonants (GQudalerb) Bl (6F R

Medial Consonants (@ewuflemd) : s & &b
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4. NON—TAMIL CONSONANTS

The Non-Tamil consonants which are used in Tamil are gg (j), e (s), sig: (s). gam (h) and ey (ks). uH
(Sri) another Non-Tamil form, is also used in Tamil. It occurs as a single unit and also as a part of certain
names in the initial or final position.
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5. SECONDARY SYMBOLS & SYLLABIC CONSONANTS

The 12 Vowel scripts / symboIls <, <y By # , B, DX , 6T , GJ » 5 » 59 and epewr are
the primary symbols. They can occur in the initial position of a word i.e., when a word begins with a vowel
then that vowel wili be represented with the primary symbol. But when it comes in the non-initial (medial or
final) position of a word i.e., when it comes after a consonant then that vowel will be represented with its
secondary symbol. The vowels except m_ and max have each one secondary symbol. m_ has 4 secondary
symbols and mex has 6.

The 18 Tamil Consonants combine with the 12 vowels and form 216 syllabic consonants. In the same
way the Non-Tamil consonants §g, &y, g, gam, awg combine with the vowels to form syllabic
consonants. All the syllabic consonants are not used in the language.

in the native Tamil words the syllabic consonants or vowels alone can come in the initial position of a
word. The pure consonants can neither come in the initial position of a native Tamil word nor can occur as
the first letter of a line 1.e., a native Tamil word or a line cannot begin with a pure consonant. But they are
used initially in non-native words.

In the syllabic consonants, the secondary symbols of the vowels 1, =4,, &, # , B and @ are
written after writing the respective consonants, the secondary symbols of e¥ , 6y and gg are written before
writing the consonants and the secondary symbols of sp, ap and epew have two parts and are written on
both the sides of the consonant i.e., after writing the first part the consonant is written and it is followed by

the second part.
24
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SYLLABIC CONSONANTS

The vowel éﬂ has no secondary symbol. But its occurrence after the consonant is denoted by drop-

ping the dot of the consonant.

&+ 3> & F4+ 3 >¢ L+ 3> L

5+ 3A>85 U+ S > U D+ S >0

26



fﬁ]+é{>l’5]

©h + < > @5

M 4 D > T

b+ >

D + < > LD

68T+<9{>66T

27




W+ S > W

T + A>T

W 4+ 3> @

Ql + 3 > &l

D+ 3 > 1P

AT 4+ S > 6T

28




B+ 3>Q

G0 + B > 6 0% + 3 > 0%

an + < > am

& g L & L 1y
@  em B o e
w7 @ e o em
8 o e @

The syllabic consonants of gng are nct presented since they are very rarely used. Their for-
mations are similar to other Non-Tamil consonants.

29




<3| T FGoT &5 GOOT FL_L_LD

LIl L. LD & MBIGSLD LIL_LD
KING EYE RULE
KITE GOLD PICTURE

30




<D MLD <| MBI TBIGOTLD L] 65T LD

I GOBT L1 60T LD [F LD & 6T 6T LD

VIRTUE THAT MANNER MONEY
FRIEND TREE CHEEK

31




& UGV ST LD GUL_&LD
QUL _L_LD LILDLD LIGITGITLD
A KIND OF FISH HAND LAKH
ROUND FRUIT DITCH

32




£ GOT GOT GV GUITLILILD QUD IT & S5 M6V

"CLOSURE OF SHOPS AND
WINDOW SNAKE BUSINESS AS A PROTEST

33




The secondary symbol for écb is [T . It is written after the consonant. ﬂ‘

&+ > &M

F 4+ > &M

L+ <> LT

&+ > ST

U4+ <y > um

D+ < > O




B+ < > BT

©h + <2 > @HT

QW1 4 <Y, > I

b+ <> BT

D + < > 1O

& + < > eurm

35




Wi O > wim

T+ >0

D + Y >

6l 4+ I > eur

D + < > Lpm

O + < > emm

36




O 4+ 9 > O GV 4 < > GV Q% + <) > Qg
& &G L_Im grr Jim mIT
QD + & > @Dl |__ . __ . . .
YR @IT 00T IT ﬂ'gﬂ‘ oI oulim
wim U’ﬂ' QUIT U T EQIT oI

e en I QST @




L L LD &5 IT GV FITLDLIGV
SHL_L_IT6oT & IT&H LD L1 TGO
DANCE LEG ASH
GOLDSMITH THIRSTY MILK

38




@)mmrev (GHTEoTLD G GBOT IT 60T

IBITL_&HLD LD IT & LD S GoT T

PRAWN WISDOM HOUSE LIZARD
DRAMA MONTH | DREAM

39




W Imim TS LD GUIT LILD
GU IT&F GV SHLOMUIIT GU GITIT &S LD
WHO TUNE PROFIT
ENTRANCE POLE DANCER CAMPUS

40




grras’zm

&Qﬂa m*

LD QD IT GV

JOHN (*Personal Name)

USHA

PALACE

41




The secondary symbol for @ 18 (‘] . It starts from the top and ends at the right side bottom of the

n
consonant. L

&+ @ > & 5+ @ > & L+ 8>y

5+ 3 > d U+ Q> D+ @ > M

42




B4+ & >

© + 8 > @

& 4+ @) > el

b+ @ > b

b+ @ > 0

@& + @) > &

43




i+ @ >

Py @ >

D + @ > &

&+ @ > 6f

L+ 8 > Yl

@ + @ > afl

44




; .
+ 8 > v+ & > el 6y + @ > afl
an + @ > abl fﬂ_ ) ! ° ” ’
B o e 6 8 o

9 A & o § o

H o e  afl

45




&l erf

Fifl

Lilg &) b1 & 6T L9) 65T 60T 6L
PLACE PARROT LAUGH
STUDY, STEPS MONDAY PLAIT

46




&mﬂgn_b

LS| 66T 68T 6L

PLUCK
LIGHTENING

MATHEMATICS
MAN

COLOUR
CURD

41




16V 6Ol

&5

et erfl

JACKAL
SUBSTRACT

LIZARD
SCHOOL

FINGER
AN EATABLE

48




LI endl 1% GL GV IT MBf**

arbl 6L GO T Ifl*

PHARMACY SHILLONG (**Place Name)

HILLARY

49




The secondary symbol for the vowel [T is ©. 1tis written on the right top of the consonant. ®

éS+FF>£

é+FF>é$

L+ F > le

5+m>8

L'.I+FF>lS

D+ F >0




réJ+FF>I'§

€ + F >

GI§OT+FF>6RS?

b+ >

Lb+FF>LB

6 4 F > 6

51




lJ:J+FF>U.§

r'T+FF>ﬁ

DT>

65J+FF>@9

D + F > D

GiT+FF>GT?

52




R+ F> G 4+ FF > &0 Gig + > o
S S T B

gnp +F>ad | __ L
1] @ W B S T
S & & o $ of
I . T




FF [T LD Eifl Frosb
Flie I FITLDMEsTLD 1S 1D
MOISTURE MONGOOSE CUMIN

SUDDEN DECISION ROYAL SEAT

54




SMHLD*

& GGOT GooT T

Boold

LS 6ot L 1GOTGOTIT N LIfS LD
KARIM WATER BLUE
FISH ROSE WATER DISASTER
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FH VGO T GV

erSeor

iy m

LIVER
SCENE

BRAVERY
SHEELA

JEAN
HEERA
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The vowg! & has four different secondary symbols. 1. | Comes with the co
Comes with the consonants &, L, LD, I Q and@1T. 3,

§5 [D ©h. 66'61' ‘Ib 607 and @. 4. "\ Comes with the consonants 9% 6, oY, Qm and &6

QJZ

sonants é LJ lfd WJ and
Comes wuh the consonants

L 5
é5+9)_>@" é:+2_>8} ﬁ_+2_>®
5+ 2 >4 U+ 2 > Y m+2 >0
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B 4+ 2 > ME

©5 + 2 > &bl

W 4+ 2 > Gl

b+ 2 >0

Lb+2_>(50

&+ 2 > &)

58




W+ 2 >y

r'r+2_>@

Gb+9—l.>@]

U+ 2 > @
o

P+2=>W

T+ 2 > (@
ol

59




L

B+2>Z° | W42 >60° | 63 +2 > afe
& & H 3 L o
b 4+ 2 > @0~ [ o
T - R ¢ @

W @ Y 2 CY

g e ey©  @pv




2 L6V SGITLD F&HMTSTLD
mi_(p &) 6ot L|erfl
BODY POND HYGIENE
SONG CLOTH TAMARIND
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SMILIL

& o0

HISLD

(LPUIGV

ignILod)

W SHLD

BLACK
RABBIT

NODE
PERMISSION

YOKE
WAR

62




LI(HSS

<D EPICLIGL & LD

&L_GLGeIT

o) (P

2_(GTHbH I

€3 oLD

COTTON
SEVEN

OFFICE
BLACKGRAM

GOD
FEVER

63




The vowel @8IT has six different secondary symbols. 1. " %L comes with the consonant &. 2. C comes with]
the consonants L, LD, IT, LD and GIT. zdﬂ comes with the consonants g, [_f), @, GooT fj, 3l
and 6. 4. b comes with the consonants LI, Thl, W and GU. S.U comes with the consonant g . 6.'9W

comes with the consonants 83, @V, &%, QD and Fog. w8,

o (Y

& 4 26T 5 Tn & 4 201 > &

L + 2o 5 (B

& + 26T 5 gl Ul 4 261 5 L

M + 26T > O




Bl 4 26T > M),

©h + 26T > GhI

QU 4 26T > GO

b + 26T > [

6T 4 26T > GO
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u'_l+2>ﬁ_T>g

T 4 26T > ¢

@ + 26T > @

Gl 4 26T > @,

P + 21 >




&0 4 oar 5 o GV 4 26T > U | 6y 4 201 5 6D

. o & G & b o
an + o » an® | . . . B
B ehll L0} on CX o
Ub D Qi ) CY QU

g‘@ o9 ay® ar®

67




oem &l uiLb Fol_L_LD CAC)
&G (5 TH* SIS SHLD L], MBI S5IT
SALARY CROWD HEAT
THAKADOOR SLEEP (N) PARK

68




F oo

GT GOOT GOOT IT**

BITGL& LD

eLP GOT M)

@6:0’1'@]]'!:!'**

W} &LD

SMALL VILLAGE
THREE

ENNOOR
KUNOOR

LIBRARY
ASSUMPTION

69




erp LI mul GIIBEGLEYITIT** LITQp,T*
L] &5 LD ITH* D _GITCGTH IT** &oT
RUPEE NELLOOR PAVOOR
PUKAZHOOR ULLOOR JUNE

70




UL

QYO 19 &l

QOO L6 **

SOuP

SHOOTING

HUPLI

71




. ™
The secondary symbol for @I is Q Though in usage it follows the consonant, in writing it preceds it. g}

$+6T>@<5

é=+6T>®8:

l;_+GI”>®L_

&+ o> g

L:J+6T>QLJ

D4+ 6T > G

72




I'EJ+6T>®IBJ

@ + o > Glep

T 4+ 6T > Olewr

b+ er > Gp

Lb+6T>®LD

63T+GT>®661

73




U.J+6T>@u_l

T+ 6r > @

@ 4+ 6T > Qe

6u 4+ 6 > Gleu

ar + 6r > Glor
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6%)..|.Q§T>@g 61"0+GT>@671) a'g,+6r>®a9¢
O G 6L aF: Gu G

ap + 6 > Glap |___ . ___
Qm  Oe Gewr G Qu  Gen
Qu @y Go Qo GQp Qe
Qg Qe  Gey Gap




T (PSS!

(ol & 6oT6TIg *

@&@l;lq

Gl L_eorestl ero Gl&Hm & Gluuwrr
LETTER KENNEDY SANDAL
TENNIS SOUTH NAME

76




eT evoT Gl eooT UL

@B By

Qo eaugsd

1Sl GleoTL_ (b Gl u eoT Qg uimm
oIlL FIRE CANDLE
EIGHTEEN YEN REDDIAR

77




o>

GlevL_L_IT

GleuUumIsmuILD

eT o1 ©l 617 6voT Gl GwoT U

Gleguim

Clarg 6L EOI*

Gl @ 6L GoT*

LETTER
JEYA

ONION
SHELLY

GINGELI OIL
HELEN

78




The secondary symbol for @] is (3 . Though in usage it follows the consonant, in writing it preceds it. G

&+ > 06s

5§+ >Cs

L+ > Gl

5+ >Cg

U+ e > Gu

m+a>GCp

79




B4+ e > Gm

© + g > Gep

@ + o > Gemr

B+ e >GCh

b + & > Gw

& + o > Gen

80




U+ e > Gw

T+ >Gp

@+ g > G

& + ¢ > Gau

D + & > G

ar + &F > Ger

81




o+ > Gy v+ >Gen | 6y + > Cay
Ca f:; GL Cs Cu Go

e + & >CGem | ___ ___ ___  ___  ___
G Gep Geawr  GCp Cw  Gar
Gu Gy Ga Ca Gy G
Gy Gmw  Gay  Gap




e Goofl Coeirtadl Caouocv
GL_adlL « G 6ot GCu&s
LADDER QUESTION COCK
DAVID HONEY SPEECH

83




FoCm@®

B I (S cooT M M)

GmBomi

G,

(peTGesTmMmLD

e FHCuwi(h

SMALL PALMSCRIPT
WEST

BEND THE BOW AND TIE THE STRING
DEVELOPMENT

YESTERDAY
GUIDE

84




Greudlx

&L-_GevmmLD

CeusLd

L &GLpb I«

GCegibeo*

REVATHI
PUHAZHENTHI

DISLOCATION OF THE INTESTINE
NEWSPAPER

SPEED
JAMES

85




GCFagqmas s«

GCamLom*

SHESHATHRI

HEMA

86




The secondary symbol for 8 is @4). Though in usage it follows the consonant, in writing it preceds it. Bz

é5+g>6‘6)85

F4+ 8> o3

L+ 8> L

S+ 8>

l;l+g>6‘6)l_1

D+ &>

87




B 4+ & > ME

@ + B > MEh

GOT 4+ &3 > & 6HT

b+ & > b

D+ & > W

& 4+ & > MG

88




D+ &8 > MY M 4+ & > M6 0% + 8 > Mg
o) & o0& ol L 6‘6)§ oh LJ Gmg)
QD + & > e (___  ___  ___ o
ME  MEH e b ML e
& W [y o 6L o) Gl ML e
66)% o 61V 66)613: GG)QLD




i)
+ 8> oW

T + & > o0l

&
+ 8 > D@

6
+ & > oo

P+ & > D

T
+ & > ever

89




ZBHSI

L| GOTGOT G &

Coenr &

FHcHL_ &F ;5 NS S LIco L
FIVE SMILE TABLE
SHOP MARKET WASTE

91




memm 2 LSlem (h &N & IT [ 6B) GoBT
e [6 LI L & LD & G5 60T GoT (ol & 60T 65> GoT
ROCK A KIND OF SHRUB ENQUIRY
MOISTURE BROTHER-IN-LAW COCONUT TREE

92




alTFemnul* FTEHEOT LD 65 GV
emeUSH Ul LDGOLD GleueTemer
VICAYAI SUGAR MOUNTAIN
NATIVE DOCTOR RAIN WHITE

93




o0 3

LI IT G5 61

GO QD & IT*

ADORATION

LANGUAGE

HYDER

94




The secondary symbol for 9 has two parts, Q and [T . First one comes before the consonant and the
second one comes after the consonant. 9|

&+ @>0damr F4+ > Qe L +e> @

5+@>0sm | U4@>0Cur | b4 dpr

95




B4 6> Olmim

© + @ > d@pr

666T+@>@666Tﬂ’

b+ @ > 6pm

Lb+@>@u)rr

& 4+ 6@ > Glerr




u°_J+@>QLLHT

T+ &> 6rm

61)+@>®Gl)rr

QU 4+ 6@ > Ceum

P + @ > dpr

GiT+@>@61Trr

97




D+ @>0xRT | 4> dor | 6y + @ > Cagr
. Qar Ger GLr Qgr Qur Gpr
an + ¢ > Glamm
Qmr GQepr Gewr Qpr Quor Gerr
Qumr Qpr Ger Qer Gpr Gerr
Qgr Gevr GCeagr Gapr
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¢ MIENHLD

GlasmLl_emL_

Gl&FmaL

<=2, GlL_ eVl

Ol & ITETTE L

QlUmibem LD

UNITY

SEED
THROAT

WORD
DOLL

99




GluumrmGlmmig *

& cooT (ol 6ooT I 611

(ol IB IT 60T Lg-

Gloml_(m

(peotGleoTmL_(h

<pemL_Gluimig.

PORRODI
BUD

VISION
PREFIX

LAME PERSON
A KIND OF HERB

100



The secondary symbol for @ has two parts, G and [T First one comes before the consonant and
the second one comes after the consonant. X5

&+ 6> Garm

é+@>@&n

L+@>GLW

&+ @ > Gan

U4+ e > Gurm

D+ ¢ > Gom

101




réj+@>C8r5m

@+ @ > Gepr

awr 4+ 6@ > Gewrm

b+ e@>GChr

Lb+@>C8LDIT

6‘25T+§p>(36m’n'

102




u'_l+@>C8u_|rr

7+ @ > 6o

@+ @ > Car

U + 6 > Gour

D + @ > Gupr

GiT+§;>GGITIT

103




B+e>06xM | 4> Geor | 6y 4 g > Cagr
Ger Ger  CGuLmr GCsr  Gumr Gpn
an + ¢ > Gamm
CGrur Ger Cawr Gpr  Guwr Gerr
Gumr Gpr  Geomr Ceaumr Gr Gerr
- Cor  Gevr Gegm Canmr

104




el L_LD Casmullev Go e eor

CL_muurmr GCosmi_L b Cumrmenou

RUN (N) TEMPLE, CHURCH TEST, EXPERIMENT
WwIG GARDEN BLANKET

105




. 2
sTGrmi1q 2, Cevomrgemert| LITGaoum(®
QeuaTGerm_iib | Gerd* | Cagrum | Canmi L
CAR DRIVER CONSULTATION PAVODU
TRIAL RUN JOTHI HOTEL

J SHOBHA

100




The secondary symbol for @G{T has two parts, Q and @IT . First one comes before the consonant
and the second one comes after the consonant. Xo] I’

& 4+ et > daar

& 4+ o > Glaer

L+ @or > Glier

5 + @or > Cger

U 4+ eoT > Gluer

M + 6T > Gmen

107




B 4 66T > Glmiar

& + por > Qe

T 4 6T > Glewram

B + epem > Glper

Lb+@GfT>®LDGIT

& + 66T > Glarer

108




W 4+ eaT > Glwer

T + 6T > Glyer

@ + 6T > Gleer

6l 4+ 66T > Geuer

D + @ar > Glipen

6T 4+ epem > Glemer

109




M 4+ 6T > Glmer 6V 4+ eaT > Clover| 6y + ot > Clager

‘ Qger Gger GLer Gger GCuer Gper
an 4 66T > Glamar

Lmiar Gleper Glewrar a](rj,m Gwer Glerar

Quer Qrer Gever aleum Quper Glerer

Cger Gever Gager Gamer

110




eeTeneuuImi*| Gleserreuld | GlFearsSlwi
GlL_errif Gl L1 errireosoT LO) Gl LD GITGBTLD
AVVAI PRESTIGE STATE OF BEING WELL
DOWRY FULL MOON SILENCE

111




GluldeTeuesTLD

Glyermig

QleLeT&E & LD

Gleuemeumey | Glamerriymas
YOUTH ROWDY WORLDLY WISDOM
BAT HOWRAH

112




SYLLABIC CONSONANTS

I S w e i o g 2 ® ® o
& s &r 8 -3 & Sa Q& Cs s Qan Cer  Qsen
L LY mm ;] " LY )78 Qm G L) Qmm Cmr  Qmer
& 8 & 8 s & & Qs Ge s Qsr Gsr  Qsoer
®© | & e e Q) & & O Cev g der Cegr Gger
C L L ™ ™ ® G Qu G oL Qum Cur  Qrer
& | e emin ol o & gy Qe Cemt  emamr  Qemir  Cavm  Gewren
& g BT 8 2 & & Qs Ce og  Gsr Ggr  Ggen
b LI 1 B g B o Qp Cp  eop  Qpr Cpr  Cper
0 u L Q9 S Y u Qs Gu e Qur Cur  Quer
b 0 Lom ) B w e Qw Gw W Qur Cwr  Gwer
w w wm us u§ Wy W Qu Cuw @ow Quir Cur  Quer
i v o f f ™ 3 Qp Gy ®y Qgr Conm Qgan
) @ n &Sl ) V) N Qe Ga o Qar Caor  Qaer
6u Y Qum ) ef Y] 1Y Qau Cau @au Qaeur Ceur  Geuer
| gt @ S @ ® Oy Gp ap Gpr  Gpr  Gyer
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ALTERNANT SCRIPTS* OF CERTAIN SYLLABIC CONSONANTS

omr =@
T = (O
oullm = (e0)
@or = Gy
Clewrm= (@m)
Gleorm = Glgy)

et = CewT
et = Cebl
M = eV
Comr = G
Cemrm = G
Cenrmr = Cem

*
These scripts which are found in snme books are not currently used.
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