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Rev. Dr. Winslow “In the 6th or Tth century
before Christ, at the head of a similar colony, we find
the celebrated Agasthya called the father of Tamil
He is said to have learned it from Skanda the second
son of Siva, We are not to suppose that he formed
the Tamil alphabet. The words ergpgam, letter, and
seug., book, are original Tamil, and shew that such
existed  before there were any innovations from
Sanskrit, which Agastya bLimself commenced. He
formed the first Tamil grammar. It contained 14000
sutras. All is now lost except some fraginents pre-
served by Tholkapyan in a grammar which bears his
own name. Agastya wrote voluminously both in Tamil
and Sanskrit.”

In another place he wntes “Itis said that the
language of the mountainecrs of Raja mahal abounds
i terms identified with Tawil and Telugu., What is
more singular, the names by which the ivory, apes,
peacocks, conveyed by Solomon’s ships of Tarshish
were known are the same with those still used in
Tamil; seeming to imply that the traders visited
Ceylon or India, and obtained wibh these novelties
their Tamil names Danta, Kapi, and Togal as found in
the Hebrew Bible.”

“'I'he Tawil is not a vulgar dialect. Before the

principal basis of the Eunglish had a written character,
it wag a highly polls}ied language. Its name signifies
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sweetness, and though not sc musical as the Telugu in
Jits poetic.form especially, it is not without its claim to
suphomic ocharms and “linked sweetness.”

¢ Unlike several of the: Vernaculars of India, it is
‘not, as some have supposed a daughter of the Sanskrit
Its Alphabet differs not only in character but in sound®
and is more limited. Its Grawmar, though conformed
to the Sanskrit, as far as the genius of the language
‘would allow, is still very different. It has no article,
no relative pronoun, no dual number, no optative mood.
It differs in its numerals, in many nouns, verbs, and
adverbs and in technical termsin grammar In the
declension of its nouns, the conjugation of its verbs
and the arrangement of its sentences, it more resembles
the Latin.”

Yet in another place he writes “ It is not perhaps
extravagant to say that in its poetic form, the Tamil is
nore polished and exact than the Greek and in both
dinlects, with its borrowed treasnres more copious than
the Liatin. In its fullness and power it more le%mble@
‘English and German than any other living language.”

~ Mr. Taylor “ It is one of the most copious, refined
and polished languages spoken by mun.”

Doctor Caldwell «“ The Tamil the most cultivated.
ab-intra, of all the Dravidian idioms ecan dispense with
the Sanskrit altogether, if need be, and not only stand
alone but flourish without its aid.”

Rev Dr. G. U. Pope. “But, although the very
anclent copious and refined Tamil language: is inferior
t0'none, it is regarded by most pcéple a8 - the (probably
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barbarous) vernacular of & people living somewhere in
a remote district of Great Britain’s imperial posses-
sious. Neither does our lodian Govt. nor do our
universities fully recognise the value of Tamil literature;
and so those who spend their lives in the study of the
great South Indian classics wmust resemble wen secking
for*pearls under water.”

Mr, J. M. Nallasawnn Pillai about  Dr. Pope.
“He loved Tumil literature with all his heart and
he rated it very highly and wanted to be iuseribed in
lis tombstoue as a student of Tawmil. He spoke of
the karal as unpualleled in Nteratare of any country
or nation.”
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