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the ‘air diseases the body, and in others poisons the
mind. Being obliged to remove my habitation, [
was led by my evil genius to a convenient house in
a street where many of the nobility reside. We
had scarcely ranged:. our furniture, and aired our
rooms, ‘when my Wife began to grow discoa-
tented, and to wonder what the neighbours would
think when they saw so few chairs and chariots at
her door. : : :

Her acquaintance who came to see her from the
quarter that we had left, mortified her without de
sign, by coutinual enquiries about the Ladies whose -
houses they viewed from our windows. She was
ashamed to confess that she had no intercourse with
them, and sheltered her distress under general an-
swers, which always tended to raise suspicion that
she knew more than she would tell ; but she was of-

_ten reduced to difficulties, when the course of talk
introduced questions about the furniture or orna-
meants of their houses, which when she could get no
intelligence, she was forced to pass slightly over, as
things which she saw so<often that she never mind-
ed them,

To all these vexations she was resolved to put an
end, and redoubled her visits to those few of her
friends, who visited those who kept Good Compa-
ny ; and, if ever she met a Lady of Quality, forced
herself into notice by respect and assiduity. Her
advances were generally rejected ; and she heard
them as they went down stairs, talk how some crea~
tures put themselves forward. A

She was not discouraged, but crept forward from |
oue to another; and as perseverance will do great
things, sapped her way unperceived, till, unexpec-
tediv, she appeared at the Card-table of Lady B:ddy
Porpoise, a lethargic Virgin of seventy-six, whom
all the families in the next square visited very punc-
tually when she was not at home, =~ :
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This was the first step of that elevation fo which
my Wife hassince ascended. For five moiniths she
had no name but that of Lady E:iddy, wio, let the
world say what it would, had a fine understandiog,
‘and such a command of her temper, that, whether
she won or lost, she slept over her cards. :

At Lady Biddy's she met with Lady Tawdry,
whose favour she gained by estimating her ear-rings,
which were counterfeit, at twice the vaiue of real

f'diamonds. When she had once entered two houses
of distinction, she was easily admitted into more,
and in ten weeks had all her time anticipated by
parties and engagements, Every morning she is be-~
spoke, in the summer, for the gardens ; in the win-

_ ter, for a sale; every afternoon she hasvisits to pay ;
and every night brings an inviolable appointment,
“or an Assembly in which the best company in the
town were to appear. : ;

You will easily imagine that much of my domes-
tic company is withdrawn, 1 never see my Wife
bat in the hurry of preparation, or the languor of
weariness. To dress and to undiess is almost her
whole business in private ; and the servants take

" advantage of her negligence to increuse expence.
But I can supply her omissions by my own dili-
‘gence, and should not mucli regret this new course

_of life, if it did nothing mere than transfer to me
‘the care of our accounts. The changes which it

~ has made are “‘more vexatious, My Wife has no
longer the use of her understanding. Elie jjus uo

[* rule of action but the fashion. She his no opinion
~ but that of the people of quality. Sie has no lan-

guage but the dialect of her own set of company.

She hates andiadmires in humble imitation ; and e-
choes the word charmung and dsiesiible witheut con-
sulting her own percepiions:

* Iffor a few minutes we sit down together, she

entertains me wiih the repartees of Lady Cackle, or
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the conversation of Lord /¥bjffler and Miss Quick ;
and wonders to find me receiving with inditference
savings which put all the company into laughter. =

By ber old friends she is no longer very willing

‘to be seen, but she must not rid herself of them allv
at once ; aud is sometimes surprised by her best vi-
! sitants in company which she would not shew, and
cannot hide ; but from the moment that a Countess'
enters, she takes care neither to hear nor see them ;
they soon find themselves neglectedand retire; and
she tells her Ladyship that they are somehow rela- |
ted at a great distance, and that, as they are goed»
sort of people, she cannot be rude to them.

As by this arnbitious union with those that are a-
bove her, she is always forced upon disadvantageous
comparisons of her condition with theirs, she has a
constant source of misery within; and never re=

“turns from glittering Assemblies and magnificent A~
partments but she growls out her discontent, and
wonders wlty she was'doomed fo so indigent a state,
When she attends the Duchess toa sale, she always
sees something that she canoot buy ; and, that she
may not seem wholly insignificant, she will some=
times venture to bid, and often makes acquisitions:
which she did not want at prices which she cannot
afford. 5

What adds to all this uneasiness is, that this ex-
pence is without use, and this vanity without ho='
nour; she forsakes houses where she might be

urted, for those where she is on]y suff'exed her
eq ua]& ire daily made her enemies, and her supen-‘
ers will never be her friends.

1 amy Sir, yqur s &c, -




NO: 54+ THE IDLER.

0

— _—
- NUMB. 54. SATURDAY, APRIL, 28th. 1750
B ——n > e 4
TO THE IDLLR.
SIR,

YOU have Iately entertained your admirers with
the case of an unfortunate Husband, and thereby
" given a demonstrative proof you are not averse e-
ven to hear Appeals, and terminate Differences be-
tween Man and Wife; i therefore take the liberty
to present you with the Case of an injured Lady,
which, as it chiefly relates to what I think the Law-.
yers call a Point of Law, I shall doin as juridical a
manner as I am capable, and submit it to the con-
sideration of the learned Gentlemen of that Pro-
iession,
Imprimis. In the style of my marriage Articles,
- a Mattiage was wad and selemnized, about six months
ago, between me aud: Mr Sa*urcbames, a Gentle-
_anan possessed of a plentiful fortune of his own, and
-~ one who, I was persuaded would improve and not
- spend mine.
~ Before our marriage Mr Savecharges had all
along preferred the salutary exercise-of walking on
- foet, to the distempered ease, as he terms it, of lol-
ling in a chaviot; but notwithstanding his fige pa-
| negyrics on walking, the greatadvantaées the 1n=
fautry were in the sole possession of, and the many
dreadiul daiigers they escaped, he found I had very
diiferent iiotions of an Equipage, and was not easly
to be converted, or gained over to his party.
An Equipage I was determined to have, when-
-ever L niarried. I too well knew the disposition of
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my intended consort, to leave the providing one
entirely to his honour, and flatter myself Mr Save-
charges has, in the articles made previous to our
marriage, agreed fo keep me a Coach; but lest I
should be mistaken, or the attornies should not have
done me justice in methodizing or legalizing these
half dozen words, I will set about and transcribe
that part of the agreement, which will explain the
matter to you much better than can be done by ore
who is so deeply interested in the event; and shew
on what foundation I built my hopes of being scon |
under the transporting, delighttul denomination of
a fashionable Lady, who enjoys the exalted and
much envied felicity of bowling about in her own
Coach. : ;
¢« And, furthes, the said Solomon Savecharges,
¢ for divers good causes and considerations him
¢ hereunto moving, hath agreed, and doth hereby
“ agree, that the said Solomon Sawvecharges shall
“ and will, so soon as conveniently may be after
¢ the solemnization of the said intended Marriage,
¢ at his own proper cost and charges, find and pro=
“vide @ certain vehicle or four-wheel carriage, com=
“menly called or known by the name of « Coachs
¢ which said vehicle or wheel-carriage, so called or
¢ known by the name of a Coach, shall be used and
¢ enjoyed by the said Sukey DModish, his intended
“ Wife,” (pray mind that, Mr Idler;) “at such
“ times and in such manner as she, tiie said Sukey
$¢« Modish, shall think fit and convenient.”’ :
Such, Nir Idler, is the agreement my passionate
Admirer entered into; and what the dear Jrugal
Husband calls a performance of it remains to be de-
scribed. * Soon after the ceremony of signing and
sealing was over, our wedding-cloaths being ™ sent
,home, and, in short, every thing in readiness ex-
cept the Coaclr, my own shadow was scarce more
constant than my passiovate Loverin his attens
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dance on me. Wearied by his perpetual importu-
nities for what he called a completion of his bliss, T
consented to make him ‘happy; in a few days I
gave him my hand, and, attended by Hymen in his
saffron-robes, retired to a country-seat of my hus=
band’s, where the Honey-moon flew over our heads
ere we had time to recollect ourselves, or think of
our engagements,in town. Well to town we came;
and you may be sure, Sir, I expected to step into
£ my Coach on my arrival here; but what was my
| surprize and disappointment, when, instead of this,
he began to soundin my ears, * That the interest
of money was low, very low; and what a terrible
thing it was to be encumbered with a little regiment
of servantsin these hard times!” I could easily per=
_ceive what all this tended to, but would not seem
to understand him; which made it highly necessary
for Mr Savecharges to explain himself more intelli-
gibly; to harp upon and protest he dreaded the ex-
pence of keeping a Coach. And, truly, for his
part, he could not conceive how the pleasure result=
ing from such a convenience could be any way ade-
quate to the heavy expence attending it. I now
thought it high time to speak with equal plainness,
¢ and told him, as the fortune I brought fairly enti-
tled me to ride in my own Coach, and as I was sen=
sible his circumstances would very well afford it,
he must pardon me if I insisted on a performance of

- hisagreement, : :

- I appeal to you, Mr Idler, whether any thing
could be more civil, more complaisant, than “his?
And (would you believe it?) the creature in re-
turn, a few days after, accosted me in an offended
tone, with, ¢ Madam, 1 can now tell you your
¢ Coach is ready; and since you are so passionately
¢ fond of one, I intend you the honour of keeping

, % a pair of horses. You insisted upon having an
& article of Pin-money; and Horses are no part of
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“ my agreement.” Base, deswumg‘ wretch!~—1T beg
your pardon, Mr Idlzr, the very recital of such
mean ungentleman-like beh:wxour fires my blood,
and lights up a flame within'me. But hence, thqu
worst “of monsters, ill-timed Rage, and let me not
spoil my cause for want of temper.

Now though I am convinced I might make a
worse use of part of the Pin-money, than by ex-
tending my bounty towards the support of so use-
ful a part ‘of the Drute creation; yet, like a true
born Enclishwoman, I am so tenacious of my rights
and privileges, and morover so good a friend to the
gentlemen “of the Law, that 1 protest, Mr Idler,
sooner than tamely give up the point, and be quib-
bled out of my rig! ht, T will receive my Pin-money,
as it were, with one hand, and pay it to them with
the other; provided they will give me, or, which is
the same thing; my TFrustees, encourau‘ement to::
commence a suit against this dear frugal Husband
of mine, '

And of this 1 can’t have the least shadow of
doubt, inasmuch as I have been told by very good
authority. itis some way or other laid down as a
rule, “* That whenever the Law doth . give any
“ thing to one, it giveth impliedly whatever is ne-
e cessaly for the takmcr and enjoying the same.” |
Now I would gladly know what enjoyment I,.or
any Lady in the kingdom, can have ofa coach
without horses? The answeris obvious—None at
alll For as Serj. Cailyne very wisely observes,
“ Though a coach has wheels, to the end it may
& nleby and by virtue thereof be enabled to move;
¢ yetin point of utlhty it may as well have none, |
« if they are not put in motion by means of its vital
¢ parts, thatis, the horses.”

Aud therefore, Sir, I humbly hope you and the
fearned in the Law will be of opinion, that tworcer=

) Cokc, oq“_‘lttlclon.
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While the stores of Pride and Happiness are sur-
veyed, cne looks with longing eyes and glooiny
countenance on that which he despairs to gain from
a richer bidder; another keeps his eye with care
from settling too long on that which he most ear-
~ mestly desires; and another, with more art than vfrf :
tue, depreciates that which he values most, in hope
' to have it at an easy rate. %

The novice is often surprized to see what minute
and unimportant discriminations increase or dimi-
" nish value. An irregular contortion of a turbinated
shell, which common eyes pass unregarded, will ten
times treble its price inthe imagination®of philoso=
phers. Beauty is far from operating upon collec~
tors, as upon low and vulgar minds, even where
beauty might be thought the only quality that could -
deserve notice. Among the shells that please by
their variety of colours, if one can be found acci-
dentally deformed by a cloudy spot, it is boasted as
the pride of the Collection. China is sometimes
purchased for little less than its weight in gold, enly
because it is old, though neither less brittle, nor bet-
ter painted than the modern ; and brown China is
cdught up with ecstacy, though no reason can- be
imagined for which it should be preferred to com-
mon vessels of common clay.

The fate of Prints and Coins is equally inexpli=
cable. Some Prints are treasured up as inestima- |
bly valuable, because the impression was made be-
fore the Plate was finished. = Of Coins the price ri-
ses not from the purity of the metal, the excellence
of the workmanship, the elegance of the legend, or
the chronological use. A piece, of which neither
the inscription can be read, nor the face distinguish-
ed, if there remain of it but enough to shew that it
is rare, will be sought by contending nations, and
dignify the treasury in which it shall be shewn,
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powers of moving the passions, but was disgusted
by his general negligence, and blamed him for ma-
king a Conspirator his Hero ; and never concluded
his disquisition, without remarking how happily the
sound of the clock is made to alarm the audience.
Southern would have been his favourite, but that he
mixes comic with tragic scenes, intercepts the natu-
ral course of the passions, and fills the mind with a
wild confusion of mirth and melancholy. The ver-
sificaticn of Rowe he theught too melodious for the
Stage, and too little varied in different passions. He
made it the great fault of Congreve, that all his per-
sons were wits, and that he always wrote with more
art than nature. He considered Cafo rather as a
poem than a play, and allowed Addison to be the
complete master of Allegory and grave humour,
but paid no great deference to him as a Critic. . He
thought the chief merit of Prior was in his easy tales
and lighter poems, though he allowed that his Solo-
mon had many noble sentiments elegantly express=
ed. In Swiff he discovered an inimitable vein of i-
rony, and an easiness which all would hope, and few
would attain.  Pope he was inclined to degrade
from a Poet to a Versifier, and thought his numbers
Tather luscious than sweet. He often lamented the
neglect of Phazdra and Hippolitus, andwished to sce
the Stage under better regulations. . ‘

These assertions passed commonly uncontradict=
ed; and if now and then an opponent started ap he
was quickly repressed by the suffrages of the com=
pany, and Minim went away from every dispute
with®elation of heart and increase of confidence,

He now grew conscious of his abilities, and be=
gan to talk of the present state of Dramatic Poetrys !
wondered what was become of the comic genius
which supplied our ancestors with wit and. pleasants=
ry,and why no writer. could be found that durst:
now venture beyond a Farge: He saw no reason
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mangled by the necessity’ of coufining or extending
them to the dimeusicns of a couplet; and rejoices
that genius has, in oar days, shaken off the shackles
which had incumberediit so long. Yet he allows
that rhyme may-Sometimes be borne, if the lines be
often broken, and the pauses judiciously diversified.
From Blank Verse he makes an easy transiticn

to Miiton, whom he produces as an example of the -
slow advance of lasting reputation. Miltop is the
only writer in whose books Minim can read forever
without weariness. What cause it is that exempts
this pleasure from satiety he has long and diligent-
Iy enquired, and believes it to comsistin the perpe-
tual variation of the numbers, by which the ear is
gratified and the attention awakeued. The lines
that are commonly thought rugged and unmusical
he conceives to have been written to temper the
melodious Juxury of the rest, or to express things
by a proper cadence; for he scarcely finds a verse
that has not this favourite beauty; he declares that
he could shiver in a hot-house, when he reads that

: ¢ the ground
¢ Burmns frore, and cold performs th’ effeét of fire;”

and that, when Milion bewails his blindness, the
verse ! P G

& 8o thick a drop ferene has quench’d thefe orbs'*

has, he knows not how, something that strikes him
with, an obscure sensation like that which he fancies
would be felt from the soundof Darkness. -
Minim is not so confident of his rules: of judg-
ment as not very eagerly to catch new light from
the name of the author. He is commionly so pru=
dent as to spare those whom he cannot resist, un-
less, as will sometimes happen, he finds the puolic
gombined against them, But afresh pretender to
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NUMB. 62. SATURDAY, JUNE o3d. 1779,

So——

: /
10T BSIDIER T

SIR, 5

AN opinion prevails almost universally in’ the
world, that he who has mouey has every thing.
This is not a modern paradox, or the tenet of a small
and obscure sect, but a persuasion which appears to
have operated. upon most minds i all ages, and
which is supported by authorities so‘numerous and
so cogent, that nothing but long experience could
have given me confidence to question its truth,

But Experience is the test by which all the Phi-
losophers of the present age agree, that Speculation
must be tried; and I may be therefore allowed to
doubt the power of money, since I have been a long
time rich, and have not yet found that riches can
make me happy.

My father was a farmer, neither wealthy nor indi-
gent who gave me a better education than was suita-

ble,to my birth, because my uncle in the city design-

ed me for his heir, and desired that I might be bred
a Gentleman. WMy uncle’s wealth was the perpetu-
al subject of conversation in the house; and when
any little misfortune befel us, or any mortification
dejected us, my father always exhorted me to hold
up my head, for my uncle would never marry.

My uncle, indeed, kept his promise. lLlaving his
mind completly busied between his warehouse and
the *Change, he felt no tediousuess of life, nor any

want of domestic amusements. When my father

died, he -received me Kkindly; but, after a few
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thor of so much celebrity; yet he has attempted
~nothing higher thaw a version strictl hiteral, and
has .deisraded the poetical parts to prose, that he
constraint of versification might not obstruct his
zeal for fidelity.

Cacxton taught us Typography about the year
1474. ‘The fitst book printed in Englisd was a
translation.  Caxfon was buth the Transfator and
Printer of the Destruction of Troye, a book which,
in that infancy of learning, was considered as the
best account of the fabulous ages, and which, though
now driven out of notice by “Authors of no greater
use or value, still continued to be read in Ca.Llou §
' English to the beginning of the present centary.

Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the
Poems of Gower and Chaucer, printed nothing but
Translations from the Freancl, in which the (mgmal
is so scrupulously followed, that they afford us nttle
knowledge of our own lancruage, though the words
are Englisb the phrase is foreign.

As Learning advanced; new works were adopted
-into our language, but I think with little improve-
ment of the art of Translation, though foreign na-
tions and other languages offered us models of a
better method; tillin the age of Elizabeth we be-
gan to find that greater hberty was necessary to
elegance, and thatclegance was necessary to gene-
ral reception; some essays were thenf made upon
“the Italian Poets, which deserve the praise and
gratitude of Posterity.

But the old practice was not suddenly forsaken 3
Holland filled the nation with literal Translauon,
and, what is yet more strange, the same exactness

iwas obstinately practised in the versions of the
oets. Thisabsurd labour of construing into rhyme
- was countenanced by Jobnson in his version of Ho-
~race ; and whether it be that more men have learn-
;ng than genius, or thnt the endeavours of thattime,
.
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were more directed toawards knowledge than de-
light, the accuracy of Fohnson found more imitators
than the elegance of lairfax ; and May, Samlys.
and Holydzw, confined themselves to the toil of ren-
dering line for line, not indeed with equal felicity,
for May and Sandys were Poets, and Holiday onlyl
a scholar and a critic.

Feltham appears to consider it as the established
law of Poetical Translation, that the lines should be
neither more nor fewer than those of the original;
and so long had this prejudice prevailed, that Dex-

. bam praises Fanslaw’s version of Guarini as the ex~
ample of a new and noble way, as the first attempt
to break the boundaries of.custom, and assert the =

natural freedom of the Muse,

In the general emulation of wit and gemus.w}nch

the festivity of the Restoration produced, the Poets |
shook off their constraint, and considered Transla=
tion as no longer confined to servile closeness. Buf
reformation isseldom the work of purevirtue or un-«
assisted reason. Translation was improved more
by accident than conviction, The writers of the
foregoing age had at least learning equal to their ge= |
nius, and being often more able to explain the sen-
timents or illustrate the allusions of the Ancients, |
than to exhibit their graces and transfuse their spi=
rit, were perhaps willing sometimes to conceal their
want of Poetry by profusion of Literature, and there- |
fore trans lated Titerally, that their fidelity might
sheiter their insipidity or harshness. The Wits of |
Charles’s time had seldom more than slight and sa-
perficial views, and their care was to hide their want |
of learning behind the colours of a gay imagination 3
they therefore translated always with freedom, some-%
times with licentiousness, and perhaps expected that
their readers should accept sprightliness for know-%
ledge, and consider ignorance and mistake' as the!
lmpatlence and negligence of a mind too rapid to
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Tom Tranguil, when he came to age, found him-
self in possession of a fortune, of which the twenti-
eth part might perhaps have made him rich: * His
temper is easy, and his affections soft; he receives
every man with kindness, and hears him with cre-
dulity. His friends took care to settle him by giv-
ing him a wife, whom, having no particular inclina=
tion, he rather accepted than chose, because he was
told tliat she ‘was proper for him.

He was now to live with dignity proportionate te
his fortune.  What his fortune requires or admits
Tom does not know, for he has little skill in compu-
tation, and none of his friends think it their interest
to impreve it.. If he was suffered to live by his own
choice, he wounld leave every thing as he finds it,
and pass through the world distinguished only by
inoffensive gentleness. But the ministers of luxury
have marked him out as one at whose expence they
may exercise their arts. A companion, who had
jnst learned the names of the Italian Masters, runs
irom sale to sale, and buys pictares, for which Mr

. Aranguil pays, without enquiring where they shall
be huung. - Another fills his garden with statues,
*which Tranguil wishes away, but dares not remove.
One of his friends is learning Architecture by build-
.ing bim a house, which he passed by, and enquired |
. to whom it belonged; another has been for three
years digging canals and raising mounts, cutting
trees down 1n one place, and planting them in ano-
ther, on which Zranquil looks with ‘serene indiffe~
renae, without asking what will be the cost. Ano-
ther projector tells him that a water-work, like that
of Versailles, will compiete the beauties of his seat,"
and lays his draughts before him; Tranquil turns
his eyes upon them, and the artist begins his expla-
nations ; Lranquil raises no objections, but orders:
him to begin the work, that he may escape from

talk which he does not understand.
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Thus a thousand hands are busy at his expence,
without adding to his pleasures. He pays and re=~
eeives visits, and has loitered in public or in soli-
tude, talking in summer of the town, and in winter
of the country, without knowing that his fortune is
impaired, tiil his Steward told him this morning,
that he could pay the workmen no longer but by
mortgaging a manor.

NUMB. 74. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th: 1759

IN the mythological pedigree of learning Memory
1s made the mother of the Muses, by which the mas-
ters of ancient Wisdom, perhaps, meant to shew the
necessity of storing the mind copiously with tiue no-
tions, before the imagination should be suffered tor
form fictions or collect embellishments; for they
works of an ignorant Poet can afford nothing higher
than pleasing sound, and fiction is of no other use.
than to display the treasures of Memory.

~_ The necessity of Memory to the acquisition of"

i Knowledge is inevitably felt and universally allow-
ed; so that scarcely any other of the meuntal facul-
ties are commonly considered as necessary to a Stu-
dent. He that admires the proficiency of another,
always attributes it to the happiness of his Memo-
ry ; and he that laments his own defects, concludes
‘with a wish that his Memory was better. .

It is evident, that when the power of retention is
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge
must be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed
to perpetual ignorance, I may, perhaps, atford con-
solatien to some that haye failen too easily into des-
pondence, by observing that such weakuess is, in
my opinion, very rare, and that few have reason te
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complain of Nature as unkindly sparing of the gifts
of Memory. g

1 the common business of life, we find the Me-
mory of one like that of another, and honestly im-
pute omissions not to involuntary forgetfulness, but
culpable inattention ; but in literary enquiries fai-
Jure is imputed rather to want of Memory than of
Diligence. _ - :

W e consider ourcelves .as defective in Memory,
either because we remember less than we desire, or
less than we suppose others to remember. *

Memory is like all other human powers, with
which no man can Le satisfied who measutes them
by what lie can couceive, or by what he can desire.
1le whose mind is most capacious finds it much too
narrow for his wishes; he that remembers most re-
members little, compared with what he forgets. He
therefore that, after the perusal of a book, finds few

. ddeas remaining in his mind, is not to consider the
disappointment as peculiar to himself, or to resign
all hopes of improvement, because he does not re-
tain what even the author has perhaps forgotten.

He who compares his Memory with that of others
is often too hasty to'lament the inequality. Nature
has sometimes, indeed, afforded examples of enor-

~mous, wonderful, and gigantic Memory. Scaliger

- reports of himself, that, in his youth, be could re-

" ‘peat above an hundred verses, having once read

“them; and Barthicus declares that he wrote his

Comment wpon Claudian without consulting the text.

But sot to have such degrees of Memory 1s 1o more

to be lamented. than not to have the strength of

Hercules, or the swiftness of Achzlles. e that in

the distribution of good has an equal ‘share with
common men, may justly be contented. Where
there is no striking disparity, it is diflicult to know
of two which remembers most, and still more dif-
ficult to discover which read with greater attentiou,
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which has renewed the first impression by more fre-

quent repetitions, or by what accidental combination

of i&eas either mind might have united any particu-
ar narrative or argument to its former stock.

But Memory, however, impartially distributed, so
often deceives our trust, that almost every man at-
temnpts, by some’artifice or other, to secure its fide~
lity.

1t is the practice of many readers to note, in the
margin of their books, the most important passages,
the strongest arguments, or the brightest sentiments.
Thus they load their minds with superfluous aiten~
tion, repress the vehemence of curiosity by useless

g dellberatlon, and by frequent interruption ‘break the

- current of narration or the chain of. reason, and at
last close the wolume, and: forget the passages and
marks together.

Others I have found unalterably persuaded that
mmothing is certainly remembered but what is trans<
~cribed ; and they have therefore passed weeks and

months in transferring large quotations to a coms=
mon-place book. Yet, why any part of a book,/
which can be consulted at pleasure, should be copi/
ed, I was never able to discover.  The hand has no
closer correspondence with the: Memory than the
‘eye. Theact ofwriting itself distracts the thoughts,
and what is read twice is commonly better remems=
‘bered than whatis transcribed. This method there="
- fore consumes time without assisting Memory.

The true Art of Memory is the Art of Attentionas
No man will read with much advantage, who % not
able, at pleasure, to evacuate his mind, or who
. brings not to his Author an intellect defecated aud
pure, neither turbid with care, nor agitated by plea=
sure, If the repositories of thoughtare aiready full,
“what can they rveceive? If the mind is employed on
the past ox future, the book wili be. he!d uefore the

L=
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eves in'vain. What is read with delight is common.‘.
l\ retained, because pleasure always secures atten-
tion; but the books which are consulted by occa-
sional necessity, and perused with impatience, sel-
dom leave an} traces ou the mind, 2

..
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NUMB. 75. SATURDAY, SEFTEMBER zzd: 1759

EVIE P BN

IN the time when Bassora was considered as the
School of dsia, and flourished by the reputation of
its professors and the confluence of its students, a-
mong the pupi]s that listened round the chair ofz
mbumazor was Gelaleddin, a native of Taurisin
Persia, a young man amiable in his manners and
beautiful in his form, of boundless curiosity, inces- |
sant diligence, and irresistible genius, ofqmck ap-
'-rrnhenswn and tenacious memory, accurate Wuhouté
'marrowness, and eager for novelty without incon-
' stancy<d :
No seoner did Gelaleddin appear at Bassom, than
_his virtues and abilities raised. him to distinction.
He passeddrom class to class, rather admired than
envied by “these whom the rapidity of his progress
left behind; he wasconsulted by his fellow-students
as an oraculous guide, and admitted as a competent |
auditor to the conferences of the Sages.

After a few years, having passed through all the
exercises of probation, Gelaleddin was invited to a
Professor’s seat, and entreated to increase the splen-
dour of Bossora. - Gelaleddin affected to deliberate
on the proposal, with which, before he considered
it, he resolved to comply; and next morning reti-
red to a garden planted for the recreation of the stu- 3
dents, and, entering a solitary walk, bega.n to medl-
fate upon hxs future hfe. g
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« If I am thus eminent,” said he, “in the regions
<« of Literature, I shall be yet more conspicuous in
¢« apy other place: if I should now devote myself
<« to study and retirement, I must pass my life in si=
< Jence unacquainted with the delights of wealth,
¢ the influence of power, the pomp of greatness,
e and the charms of elegance, with all that man
« envies and desires, with all that keeps the world
< in motion, by the hope of gaining or the fear of
s Josing it. I will therefore depart to Zawris,
<« where the Persian Monarch resides in all the
¢t splendour of absolute dominion: my reputation
¢ will iy before me, my arrival will be congratula-
¢« ted by my kinsmen and my friends: I shall see

;¢ the eyes of those who predicted my greatness
¢ sparkling with exultation, and the faces of those
* that once despised me clouded with envy, or
« counterfeiting kindness by artificial smiles. 1

- ¢ will shew my wisdom by my discourse, and my
* < moderation by my silence; 1 willinstruct the mo-

¢¢ dest with easy gentleness, and repress the osten-
¢ tatious by seasonable superciliousuess. My a-
¢« partments will be crowded: by the inquisitive and

" ¢« the vain, by those that honour and those that rival
¢ me; my name will soon reach the Court; 1 shall
¢ stand before the throne of the Emperor; the
 Judges of the Law will confess my wisdom; and
¢t the Nobles will contend to heap gifts upon me,
€< 1f I shall find that my merit, like that of others,
“ excites malignity, or feel myself tottering on the
‘¢ seat of elevation, I may at last retire to academi-
¢ cal obscurity, and become, in my lowest state, a
“¢ Professor of Bassora.” :

Having thus settled his determination, he declar-
ed to his friends his design of visiting Tauris, and
saw, with more pleasure than he ventured to ex-
press, the regret with which he was dismissed. He
could not bear to delay the honours to which he was
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destined; and therefore hasted away, and in a short |
time entered the capital of Persiz. He was imme- |
diately 1mmersed in the crowd,and passed unob- |
served to his father’s house. He entered, and w
received, though not unkindly, yet without any e:
cess. of fondness or exclamations of rapture, His
father had, in his absence, suffered many losses; |
and Gelaleddin was considered as an additional bur- |
then to a falling family. ,

When he recovered from: his surprise, he began

to display his acquisitions, and practised all the arts
of narration and disquisition; but the poor have no
Ieisure to Le pleased with eloguence; they heard
his arguments without reflection, and his pleasan-
tries without a smile. He then applied himself?
singly to his brothers and sisters, but found them all.
chained down by invariable attention to their owfi
fortunes, and insensible of any other excellence than
that which could bring some remedy for indigence.-
It was now known in the neighbourheod, that
Gelaleddin was returned, and he sat for some days:
«in expectation that the Learned wouid visit him for
_consultation, or the Great for entertainment. -Bat
““who will be pleased or instructed in the mansions
of Poverty? He then frequented places of public
resort, and endeavoured to attract notice by the co-
- piousness of his tallk. The sprightly were silenced,
' and went away te censure in some other place his
‘arrogance and his pedantry; and the dull listened;
* quietly for a while, and then wondered why any
man should take paius to-obtain so much knowledge
which would never do him good. :

He next solicited the Visiers for employment, not
doubting but his service would be eagerly accepted.
He was told by one that there was no vacancy in
his office; by another, that his merit was above any
patronage but that of the Emperor; by a thiid,
that he would not forget him; and by the Chicf

Lr
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Visier, that he did not think literature of anv great
use 1n public business. He was sometimes admit-
ted to their tables. where he exerted h's wit and
diffused his knowledge; ‘but he observed, that where
by endeavour or accident, he had remarkably excel-
led, he was seldom invited a second time.

He now returned to Bassora, wearied and dis-
gusted, but confident of resuming his former rank
and revelling again in satiety of praise. But he
who had been neglected at Trau is was not much
regarded at Bassora; he was cousidered as a fugi-
tive, who returned oniy because he could live in no
other place; his companions found that they had
,formerly over-rated his abilities; and he lived long
“without notice or esteem,

-~

NUMB. 76. SATURDAY; SEPTEMBER 2gth. 1750
TO THE IDLER.
S1g,

I‘WAS much pleased with your ridicule of those
shallow Critics, whose judgment, though often right
as far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferior beau-
ties, and who, unable to comprehend the whole, .
judge only by parts, and from thence detexmine the
merit of extensive works, But there is another
kind of Critc still worse, who judges by narrow
rules, and those too often false, and which, though
they should be true and founded on nature, will
lead him but a very little way towards the just esti~
mation of the sublime beauties in works of Genius;
for whatever part of an art can be executed or criti-
cised by rules, that partis no longer the work of
Genus, which implies excellence gut of the reach
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of rules. For my own part, I profess myself an I-
dler; and love to give my judgment, such as it is,
from my immediate perceptions, without much fa-
tigue of thinking ; and I am of opinion, that if a man
has not these perceptions, Tight, it will be vain
for him to endeavour to supply their place by rules,
which may enable him to talk more learnedly, but
not to distinguish more acutely. Another reason
which has lessened my aifection for the study of
Criticism 1s, that Critics, so far as I have observed,
debar themselves from receiving any pleasure from-
the polite arts, at the same time that they profess to
love and admire them : for these rules, being always
uppermost, give them such a propensity to criticises
that, instead of giving up the reigns.of their imagi-
nation into their Author’s hands, their frigid mineis
are employed in examining whether the performs-
ance be according to the rules of art,

To those who are resolved to be Critics in spite:
of Nature, and at the same time have no great dis-
position to much reading and study; I would re=
commend to them to assume the character of Con-
noisseur, which may be purchased at a much cheap-
er rate than that of a Critic in. Poeetry. The re-
membrance of a few names of Painters, with their
general characters, with a few rules of the Academy,
which they may pick up among the Painters, will

g0 a great way towards making a very notable Con-
10Isseury, i

With a Gentleman of this east, T visited last weeck
the Cartoons at Hampton-Court ; he was just return=
ed from Ifaly, a Connoisseur of course, and of course
his mouth full of nothing but the Grace of Raffaclle,
the Purity of Domenichino, the learning of Poussin,
the Air of Guido, the Greatness of Taste of the Cha-
rackes, and the Sublimity and grand Contorno of
Michael Angelo ;» with all the rest of the cant of
Criticism, which he emitted with that volubility
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which generally those orators have who annex no
ideas to their words.

As we were passing through the rooms, in our
way to the Gallery, I made him observe a whole
length of Charles the First by Vandyke, as a perfect
representation of the character as well as the figure
of the man., He agreed it was very fine; but it
wanted spirit and contrast, and had not the flowing
line, without which a figure could not possibly be
graceful. When we entered the Gallery, I thought
I could perceive him recollecting his Rules by which
he was to criticise Rajfaelle. 1 shall pass over - his
observation of the boats being too little, and other
acriticisms of that kind, till, we arrived at St Pau!l
zrmcbmo- SHLhis, says‘he, is esteemed the most
excellent of all the C‘mtoons, what nobleness, what
dignity there isin that figure of St Peu/! and yet
what an addition to that nobleness could Rajfuelle
have given, had the art of Contrast been known in
his time ; but, above all, the flowing line which
constitutes Grace and Beauty ! You would not then
have seen an upright figure standing equally on both
legs, and both hands stretched forward in the same
direction, and his drapery, to all appearance, with-
out the least art of disposition.” The following
Picture is the Charge to Peter. < Here,” says he,
¢ are twelve upright figures ; what a pity it 1s that
Raffaelle was not acquainted with the pyramidal
principle! he would then have contrived the figures
in the middle to have been on higher ground, or
the figures at the extremities stoopmg or lyfno-
which would not only haye formed the group inte
the shape of a pyramid, but likewise centrasted the
standing figures.” ¢ Indeed,”’’ added ke, <1 huve
often lamented that so great a genius as Rajﬁzeiﬁe
had not lived in this enhcrhtened age, since the art
has been reduced to prmc1ples, aud had had his edu-
«cation in one of the modern Acadeinies; what glo=
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rious works rmght we then have expected fiom his
divine pencil !

I shall trouble you no lcmrrer with my friends ob-
servations, which I suppose, you arte now able to
continue by 3omse]f‘ It is curious to observe, that
at the same time that great adiniration is prerended
for a name of fixed reputatmn objections are raised
against those very qualities by which that great
name was acquired.

Those Critics are continually lamenting that
Raffaclle had. not the Colouring and Harmony of
Rubens, or the Light and Shadow of Rembrant,
without considering how much the gay Harmony
of the former, and Affectation of the latter, would/
take from the Diguity of Raffuelle; and yet Rubens;
had great Harmony, and Rembrant understo&d
Light tand Shadow: but what may be an excellence
in a lower class of Painting becomes a blemish in a
higher; as the quick, spnght]y turn, which is the
life and beauty of epigrammatic compositions,
would butill suit with the majesty of heroic Poetry,

To conclude; 1 would net be thought to infer
from any thing that has been said, that Rules are

* absolutely unnecessary; but to censure scrupulosi=
i ty, a servile attention to minute exactness, which is
i-sometimes inconsistent with higher excellency, and
~is lost in the blaze of expanded genius.

I do not know whether you will think Painting a
general subject. By inserting this letter, perhaps,
you will incur the censure a man would deserve,
whose business being to entertain a whole room,
should turn his back to the company, and talk toa
particular person,

1 am, Sir, &¢.
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NUMB. 77. SATURDAY, OCLOBIR Gih. 17,9

E:\.SY Poetry is universally admired; but I know
not whether any rule has yet been fized, by which
it 'may be decided when Poeggy can be properiy
called easy. Horace has, told a8, that it is such as
euery reader hopes 1o equal, but after long labour
Jinds unattainable.  This is a very loose’ desulpnon,
in which only the effect is noted; the quulities
which produce this effect remain to be investigated.
¢ Easy Poetry is that iniwhich natural choughts are
expressed without violence to the hflguarre. The :
§b"‘I‘hﬂ:l1mmzﬂ:mg chraacter of Ease consists principally
in. the diction, for all true Poetry requires that the
sentiments be natural. Language suffers violence
by harsh or by daring figures, by transposition, by
unusual acceptations of \\’Oldu, and by any hcg.l‘c\,
which would be avoided by a writer of Prose,"
Where any artifice appears in the construction of =
the verse, that verse is no longer easy. £Any epi-"+
thet which can be eJected without diminution ofi
the sense, any curious iteratien of the same word;
and all unusual, though not ungrammatical strac:
ture of speech, destr roy the grace of easy Poeu) :
The first lines of Pope’s Tliad afford examples of"
many licences which an easy Writer must decline,®
&

Achilles wrath, to Creece the dircful [pring,

Of woes unnuml)u d, heav'nly Goddels ﬁn'r
The wrath which /zurl d to Pluto’s gloomy rezfn
The fouls of mighty chiefs untimely flain.

In the first couplet the language is distorted by =
inversions, clogged w1t‘x superfluities, and clouded
vol I,
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by a harth metaphor; and in the second there are

two words used inan uncommon sense, and two

epithets inserted only to lengthen the line, all these

practices may in a long work easily be pardoned,

but they always produce some degree of obscurity

and ruggedaness.

Easy Poetry has been so long excluded by ambi-
tion of ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that
its nature scems @ow to be forgotten, Affectation,
however opposite to ease, issometimes mistaken
{orit; and those who aspire to gentle elegance col-
Ject female phrases and fashionable barbarisms, and
imagine that style to be easy which custom has
made familiar. Such was the idea of the Poet who- |
wrote the following verses to a Counfess cutling
Laper. i
Pallas grew vap'rifi once and. odd,

She would not do the leafl right thing,

Either for Goddefs or for God ;

Nor work, nor play, nor pamt, nor fing,
Foue frown’d, and ¢ Ufe (he cry’d) thofe cyes

¢t So {kilful, and thofe hauds fo taper;
¢ Do fomething exquifite and wife”—

N . She bow’d, obey’d him, and cut paper.
This vexing him who gave her birth,
Thought by all heaven a durning fhame,
What does fre mext, but bids on earth
Het Burlington do juft the fame?
Pallas, you give yourlelf flrange airs;
But fure you’ll find it hard to fpoil
The fenfe and tafle of one that bears
The name of Savidle and’ of Boyle.

Alas! one bad example fhown,
How quickly all the fex purfue?

See, madam ! fee the arts olerthrown
Between Fohn Overton and you.

Itis the prerogative of easy Poetry ta be undetr-
stood as long as the language lasts; but modes of
speech, which owe their prevalence only to modish
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folly, or to the eminence of those that use them, die
away with their inventors, and their meaniug, in a
few years, is no longer known. :
Easy poetry is commouly sought in petty com=
positions upon minute subjects; but ease, thoug_h it
excludes pomp, will admit greatness. Many lines
in Calo’s Soliloquy are at once easy and sublimes.
*Tis-the Divinity that ftirs: within us;
*Tis Heaven itself that points out an hereaftery
And intimates eternity to man.
If there’s a Power above us,
And that there is all Nature cries aloud
Thro’ all ber works, lie must delight in virtue,
And that which he delights in mult be happy.

® . . . o
_'(iNoris ease more contrary to wit than to sublimity »
‘the celebrated stanza of Cowley, on a Lady elabo«
L - e

Ydtely dressed, loses nothing of its freedom by the

spirit of the sentiment:

Th” adorning thee with fo much ar4
Is but a barb’rous fkill,

*Tis like the pois’ning of a dart, .
Too apt before to kills

Cowley seems to have possessed the power of
writing easily beyond any other of our Poets, yet
his pursuit of remote thoughts led him often into
harshness of expression. Haller often attempted,
but seldom attained it; for he is too frequently dri=
ven into transpositions. The Poets, from the time’
of Dryden, have gradually advanced in embellish«
ment, and consequently departed from simplicity
and ease.

To require from any Autlior many pieces of easy
Poetry, would be indeed to oppress him sith too
hard a task. It is less difficult to write a volume of
lines swelled with epithets, brightened by figures,
and stiffened by transpositions, than to produce a
few couplets graced only by naked elegance and
simple purity, which require so much eare and skill,
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that I doubt whether any of our Authors have yet
: been able, for twenty lmes together, nicely to ob=
| serve the true definition of easy Poetry.

=

NUMB. 78. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13th. 1759~

I HAVE passed the Summer in one of those pla-
ces to which a ‘mineral spring gives the idle and
Iaxurious an annual reason for resorting, whenever
they fancy the mselves offended b} the heat of Lon-
| doni. What is the true motive of this periodical as-
I sembly, I have never yet been able to discover.
“Phe greater part of the visitants neither feel dis=
eages, nor fear them. What pleasure can be ex-
}oected more than the variety of the journey, I
%know not; for the numbers are too great for priva-
¢y, aud too small for diversion. As each is known
zo be a spy upon the rest, they all live in continual
yestraint; and having buta narrow range for cen-
sure, they gratify its cravings by preying on one
another.
. But every condition has some advantages. In
=this confinement, a smaller circle affords opportunia
“ties for more exact observation. The glass that
magnifies its object contracts the sight to a point,
and the mind must be fixed upon a single character
to remnark its minute peculiarities. The quality or
habit which passes unobserved in the tumult of suc-
cessive multitudes, becomes conspicuous when it is-
offered to the notice day after day; and perhaps I
have, withoutany distinct notice, seen thousands
Iike my late companions; for, when the scene can
be varied at pleasure, a slight disgust turns us aside
befo‘x{e a deep impression can be made upon the
min
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There was a select set, supposed to be distin-
guished by superioity of intellects, who always.
passed the evening together. To be admitted to|
their conversation was the highest honour of the
place; many youths aspired to distinction, by pre=
tending to occasional invitations; and the Ladies
were often wishing to be men, that they might par-
take the pleasures of learned society.

I know not whether by merit or destiny, T was,
soon after my arrival, admitted to this envied party,
which 1 frequented till I had learned the art by
which each endeavoured to support his character.

Tom Steady was a vehement assertor of uncontro-

« verted truth; and by keeping himself out of the
Feach of contradiction, had acquired all the confi-
Rdence which the consciousuess of irresistible abili-
Yies could have given. 1 wus cnce mentioning a
man of eminence, and, after having recounted his
virtues, endeavoured to represent him fully, by
mentioning his faults.  Sir said My Steady, that b=
bzs fauits I can easily believe, for wiho ts wilbout
toem? No man, Sir, is now alive, among ihe innis
merable multitudes that swarm upon the earih, hors-~
ever wise, or bowever good, who has not, in some de-
-gree, bis feilings and bis faults. 1f there be any
man fauliless, bring bim forth inlo fublic vicw, shew
bim openly, and let bim be knowi; but I will ven-
ture lo affirm, and, Lill tbe contrary be plainly shewn,
sball aiways maintain, that no such man is to be
Jound.  Tell not me, Sir, of impeccability and pe; fec-
Lon s sueh talk is for those {/ml aye strangers in“lbe
world: 1 have seen several naiions, and conversed
with atiranks of people; 1 bave known the great and
the meai, Lve learned and the ignorant, tize oid and
tie young, the clesical and toe lay, but I have ncver
Jound a man witbhoxt a fault; and I sujfese shald
dic in Loe cptnion, that to be buman is to be frail,
: 13
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Tc all this nothing could be opposed. I listened
with a hanging head, Mr Steady looked round on
‘the hearers with triumph, and saw every eye con-
gratulating his victory; he departed, and spent the
next morning in following those who retired from
the company, and telling them, with injunctions of
secrecy, how poor Spritely began to take liberties
with men wiser than himself; but that he suppres-
sed him by a decisive argument, which put him to-
taily to silence.

Dick Snug is a man of sly remark and pithy sen-
tentiousness: he never immerges himself in the
stream of conversation, but'lies to catch his compa-

- nions in the eddy: heis often very successful in

# breaking narratives and confounding eloquence. A

" .Gentleman, giving the history of one of his ac-.
quaintance, made mention of a Lady that had many
lovers; Then, said Dick, she was either bandsome or
vich. This observation being well received, Dick
watched the progress of the tale; and, hearing of a
man lost in a shipwreck, remarked, that no man was
ever drowned upon dry land.

Wiil Startle is a man of exquisite sensibility,
whose delicacy of frame, and quickness of discern-
ment, subject him to impressions from the shightest
causes: and who therefore passes his life between
rapture and horror, quiverings of delight, or con-
vulsions of disgust. His emotions are too violent
for many words; his thoughts are aiways discovered
by cexclamations. Vile, adious, borrid, detestabie,
and sweet, charming, delightful. astonishing, com=-
pose almost his whole vocabulary, which he utters
with various contortions and gesticulations, not ea-
sily related or described. ‘

Jack Solid is a man of much reading, who utters
nothing but quotations; but having been, | suppose
too confident of his memory, he has for seme time
#ieglected his books, and his stock grows every day



xo. 78 'THE IDLER. o
more scanty. Mr Selid has found an oppo;tumty
every night to repeac from Hudibras,

Doubtlefs the pleafure is as great,
Of being cheated; as to cheat.

And from Walle:,

Poets lose half the praise they would have got,
Were it but known what they difcrectly blot.

Dick Misty is a maa of deep research. and forci=
b.e penetration. Others are content witn supeifi-
clal appearances; but Dick hoids, that there is no
effect withiout a cause, and values mself upon his
power of explaining the difficult, and displaying

¢ the abstruse. Upon o dispute aniong us, which of
Wtwo young strangers was more beaut]ful You, says'
SN Misty, tummg to me itke Amarantbia beller
tuan Chioris. I do not wounder at the prefercnce, for
toe cause is evident: tbere is in man u perception of
barmony, and a sensibrlity of perfection, wuich touch-
es Lie finer fibres of the mental texture, and bcjore
Reason can descend from her throne, to pass ber sen-
tence upon the tngs compared, drives us lowards the
oiject projortioned to our facullies, by an impulse
gontle, yeb irresisteble; for tpe barmonic system of"
the universe, and the reciprocal magnelism of stmilar
natures, ave always operaling towuards conjormity
and un.on; norcan the powersof toe soul cease from
agitation, till they find sometving on wpich they can
#epose.  To this nothing was opp.sed; and Ama-
wantihia was chnquedged to excel Chloris.
Of the rest you may expect an account from,
ir, Your’s,
ROBIN SPRITELY.

~
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GENTME, 79 SATURDAY, OCTOBER =oth. 1750..
: ==
. TO THE IDLER,

SIR,

YOUR acceptance of a former letter on Painting
gives me enconrigement to offsr a few more sket-
ches on the same subject.

Amongst the Painters, and the writers on Paint-
ing, there is one maxim: universally admitted and
continually inculcated. = Imifate Nalure is the inva-
riable rule; but I know none who' have explained
in what manner this rule is to be understood; the
consequence of which is, that every one takes it in

“the most obvious sense, that objects are represented
naturaily when they have such relief that they seem
real. 1t may appear strauge, perhaps, to bear this
sense of the rule disputed ; but it must be consider-
ed, that, if the excellency of a Painter consisted on-
“ly in this kind of imitation, Painting must lose its
-yank, and be no longer considered as a liberat art,
and sister to Poetry, this imitation being merely

" mechanical, in which the slowest inteilect is always
sure to succeed best; for the Painter of genius can=
not stoop to drudgery, in which the unders:anding
has no part; and what pretence has the art to claim
kindved with Poetry, but by its power over tie lina-
gination? To this power the Painter of genius di-
rects him ; in this sense he studics Nature, and of-
ten arrives at his end, even by being unnatural in
the confined sense of thie word. g

The grand style of Painting requires this minute
attention to be carefully avoided, and must be kept
as separate from it as tht style of Poctry fiom that
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of History. Poetical ornaments destroy that air of
truth and plainness whith ought to charasterize
Flistory ; but the very being of poetry consists in
departing from this plain narration, and adopting e~
very ornament that will warm the imagination. “To
desite to see the excellences of each srvle united, to-
mingle the Duteh with the Tialian Sc hool, is to join
cont muetxes which cannot subsist together, and
which destroy the efficacy of each other. The Ita-
lian attends only to the invariable, the great and ge-
neral ideas whichare fixed and inherent in univer-
sal Nature ; the Duiéch, on the contrary to literal
truth and a minute exactness in the detail, as 1 may
say, of Nature modified by accident. The attention
\-’.3 ‘these petty peculiarities is the very cause of this
¥aturalness so much admired in the Dich Pictures,
which, if we suppose it to be a beauty, is certainly
of a lower order, which ought to give place to a
beauty of a superior kind, since one cannot be ob-
tained but by departing from the other.

If my opinion was asked concerning the works of
Michael Angelo, whether they would receive any
advantage from possessing this mechanical melit I
should mot scruple to say they would not only re-
ceive no advantage, but would lose, in a great
measure, the effect which they now have on eve-
ry mind susceptible of great and noble ideas.
His works may be said to be: all genius and soul;
and why should they be loaded with heavy matter,
which can only counteract his purpose by retarding

the progress of the imagination ?

If this opinion should be thought one of the wild
extravagances of Enthusiasm, 1 shall only say, that
those who censure it are not conversant in the
Works of the great Masters. It is very difficult to
determine the exact degree of enthusiasm that the
arts of Painting and Poetry may admit. There may
perhaps be teo great an indulgence as. well as too
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great a restraint of imagination 3 and ifthe one pro-
" duces incoherent mounsters, the other produces what
is full as bad, lifeless insipidity. An intimate know=
ledge. of the passions, and good sense, but not com- |
mon sense must at last determine its limits. 1t has
been thought, and 1 believe with reason, that M:-
chael Angelo sometimes transgressed those limits ;
and I think I hayve'seen figures of him, of which it
was very difficult to determine whether they were
in the highest degree sublime, or extremely ridicu-
lous,  Such faults may be said to be the ebullitions
of Genius ; but atleast he had this merit, that he ne=
ver was insipid; and swhatever passion his works
may exeite, they will always escape contempt.

Vvhat I have had under consideration is the sub-,
limest style, particularly thatof Michael Angelo, the |
Homer ot Painting.  Other kinds may admit of this
naturalness, whicl of the lowest kind s the chief”
merit; butin Painting, as in Poetry, the highest
style has the least of common nature. -

One may very safely recommend a little more
Enthusiasm to the modern Paiaters; too much is
certainly not the vice'of the present age. The Ifa-
lians seem to have been continually declining in
this respect, from the time of Michael Angelo to that
of Carlo Maratti, and from thence to the very ba-
thos of insipidity to which they are now sunk; so
that there is no need of remarking, that where I
mentioned the I/zlian Painters in opposition to the
Duich, 1 mean not the moderns, but the heads of
theold Roman and Bolognian Schools; nor did I
mean to include, in my idea of an Ffalian Painter,
the Venetian School, which may be said to be the
Dutch part of the Italian Genius. I have only to
add a word of advice to the Painters, that, however
excellent they may be in painting naturally, they
would not flatter themselves very much upon it;

,and to the Conneisseurs, that, when they see a cat
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or a fiddle painted so finely that, as the phrase is,
It looks as if you could take it up, they would not

for that reason immediately compare the Painter to
Raffaelle and Michael Angelo. .

NUMBE, 8o. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27th. 1759.

THAT every day has its pains and sorrows is u-
niversally experienced, and almost universally con-
fessed : but let us not attend only to mournful
. truths ; if weilook impartially about us, we shall
. find that every day has likewise its pleasures and its
g éiqys.
The time is now come when the town is again
. beginning to be full, and the rusticated beauty sees
an end of her banishment. Those, whom the ty-
ranny of Fashion had condemned to pass the sum-
mer among shades and brooks, are now preparing
to return to plays, bails, and assemblies, with health
restored by retirement, and spirits kindled by expec=
tation, . : :

Many a mind, which has languished some months
without emotion or desire, now feels a sudden re-
‘novatioh of its faculties. It was long ago observed
by Pythagoras, that Ability and Necessity dwell
near each other. She that wandered in the garden
without sense of its fragrance, and lay day after day
stretched upon a couch behind a green curtain, un~
willing to wake and unable to sieep, now summons
her thoughts to consider which of her last year’s
cloaths shall be seen again, and to anticipate the rap-
tures of a2 new suit; the day and the night are now
filled with occupation ; the laces, which were too
fine td be worn among rustics, are taken from the
boxes and reviewed ; and the eye is no sooner clos
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1 suppose it will be easily granted, that no man
can judge whether any animal be beautiful in its
‘kiud, or deformed, who has seen only one of that
species; that is as conclusive in regard to the hu-
man fgure; so that if a man, born blind, was to re-
cover his sight, and the most beautiful woman was
brought before him, he could not determine whe-
ther she was handsome or not; nor, if the most
beautiful and most deformed were produced, could
he any better determine to which he should give
the preference, having seen only those two. Teo
distinguish beauty, then, implies the having secn
many individuals of that species. If it is acked,.
how is more skill acquired’ by the observation of
greater numbers? I answer, that, in consequence of
having seen 'many, the power is acquired, even with-=
out seeking after it, of distinguishing between acci-
dental blemishes and excreseences, which are conti-
nually varying the surface of Nature’s works, and
the invariable general form which Nature most fre~
quently produces, and always seems to 1intend in
her productions. 5 o -
Thus amongst the blades of grass or leaves of the
same tree, though no two can be found exactly alike,
vet the general form isinvariable: a Naturalist, be~
. fore he-chose one as a sample, would examine ma-
ny, since, if he took the first that occurred, he
‘might have, by accident ot otlierwise, such a form
. as that it would scarce be known to belong to that
species; he selects, as the Painter does, the most
beaytiful, thatis, the most general form of natare.
Every species of theanimal as well as the vege-
table creation may be said to have a fized or deter-
minate form towards which Nature is' continually
inclining, like various lines terminating in the cen-
ter; or it may be compared to penduluins vibratng
in different directions over one ceniral point; aud -
as they all cross (he ceater, taough only one passes
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through anv other point, so it will be found that
perfect beauty 1s oftener produced by nature than
deformity; I do unot mean than deformity in gene-
ral, but than any one kind of deformity. To in-
stance in a particular part of a feature: the line that
forms the ridge of the nose is beautiful when it is
@trait; this then is the central form, which is often-
er found than either concave, convex, or any other
irregular form that shall be proposed. As we are
then more accustomed to beauty than deformity, we
-may couclude that to be the reason why we approve
and admire it, as we approve and admire cusfoms
_and fashions of dress for no other reason than that
we are used to them; so that though habit and cus«

° tom cannot be said to be the cause of beauty, it is
certainly the cause of our liking it: and I have no
doubt but that if we were more used to deformity
than beauty, deformity would then lose the idea

¥ now arinexed to it, and take that of beauty; asif the
whole world should agree, that yes and no should
change their meanings; yes would then deny, and
-mo would affirm.

Whoever undertakes to proceed further in this
argnment, and endeavours to fix a general criterion
of beauty respecting different speci-s, or to shew
why ode species is wmore beautiful than another, it
will be required fiom him first to prove that one spe-

. cles is reaily more beautiful than another. That we
_ prefer one to the other, and with very geod reason,
wilt be readily granted; but it does not follow from
thence that we thiuk it amore beautifulform; fowe
have no criterion of form by which to determine our
~Judgment. He who says a swan is moie beautiful
 thana dove, means littie more thai that he has more
pledsure 1 seeing a swan hin a dove, e ithe) fiom
. the stateliness ol ite motions or its beilig a more rare
bird; and he who g1ves the picterence to the dove,
does it 11om sgilie assoclation of 1deas of 1unocelge
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that hie always annexes to the dove; but if he pre«
tends to defend the preference lie gives to one or the
other, by endeavouring to prove that this more beau-
tiful form proceeds from a particular g gradation of
magnitude, undulation of a cutve, or direction of a
hne, or whatever other conceit of his imagination
he shall fix on as a criterion of form. he will be
continually contradicting himself, and find at last
that the great Mother of nature will not be sub-~
Jected' to Such narrow rules, Among the various
reasons why we prefer one part of her works to ans=
other, the most general. I believe, is habit and cus-
tom; custom m‘zl\e-;, in acertain sense; white black,
and black white; it is custom alone deterinines oun
preference of the colour of the Europeans to the
ZEthiopians, and they, for the same 1eason, prefer
their own coloun fo ours. 1 suppose nobody will
doubt ifone of their painters was to paint the God-
dess of Beauty, but that he would represént her 1
black, with thick lips, flat nese, and woolly hair;
and it seems to me, . he would act very unnaturally
if he did mot: for by what criterion will any one |
dispute the propriety of his idea? We indeed, say
that the form and eolour of the Bu ‘opean is prefela—
ble to that of the &th opian; but I know of no o~
ther reason we have for it, but that We are more ac=
customed to1t." It 1s absurd to saw, that beauty is
P! sssessed of attractive powers, which irresistibly
seize the eorresponding mind with love and admi=
ration, since tharargument is equally conclusive i
favgur of the white and the black Philosopher.
Thle biack and white nations must, in respect of’
" beauty, be considered as of different kinds, at least
a dnierentspecws of the same kind; fiom one of
which to the other, as [ observed no inference cam
be drawn.
Noyelty is said fo be oure of the causes of be'luty
That novelty is a very sufficient reason why we |
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One of the greatest men of the society was Sim
ScrupLe, who lives in a continual equipoise of
doubt, and is a constant enemy to confidence and
dogmatism. Sim’s favourite topic of conversation
is the narrowness of the human mind, the fallaci-
ousness of our senses, the prevalence of early pre-
judice, and the uuncerfainty of appearances. Sim
has many doubts about the nature of death, and is
sometimes inclined to believe that sensation may
~ survive motion, and that a dead man may feel,
i though he cannot stir. He has sometimes hinted
i that a man might perhaps have been naturally a
quadruped, and thinks it would be very proper that
.at the Foundling Hospital some children should be
‘ anclosed in an apartment, 1n which the nurses
should be obliged to walk half upon four and half
upon two, that the younglings, being bred without
the prejudice of example, might have no other
guide than Nature, and mightat last come forth in-
to the world as Genius should direct, erector proue,
- on two legs or on four. =

The next in dignity of mien, and fluency of taik
was Dick WorMwoon, whose sole 'delightis to
find every thing wrong. Dick never. enters a room
but he shews that the door and the chimney are ill-
- placed. He never walks into the fields but he finds
ground plowed which is fitter for pasture. He is
“always .an enemy' to the present Fashion. He
i holds, that all the Beauty and Virtue of women will
soon be destroyed by the use of Tea. He tji-
umphs when he talks on the present System of
_ Education, and tells us with great vehemence, that
we are learning Words when we should learn
Things. He is of opinion that we suck in errors at
- the nurse’s’ breast, and thinks it extremely ridicu-
lous that children should be taught to use the right

- hand rather than the left, '
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a subject of conversation, which, without some such |
h-lp, we should have been in danger of wanting,
Lady Siately told us how many years had passed |
singe she climbed so many steps. Miss Adiry ran to |
the window, and thought ‘it charming ito see the |
walkers so little in the street; and Miss Gentle went
to try the same experiment, and screamed to find
herself so far above the ground. |
They all knew that we intended to remove, and
therefore all gave me advice about a proper choice.
One street was recommended for the purity of its
air, another for its freedom from ndise, another for
its nearness to the Park, another because there was |
but a step from it to all places of Diversion, and an=
other, because its inhabitants enjoyed at once the
town and country. : |
I had civility-enough to hear every recommenda-
tion with a look of curiosity while it was made, and |
of acquiescence when it was concluded, but in my
heart felc no other desire than to be free from the
disgrace of a second fioor, and cared little where I
should fix, if the Apartments wenre spacious and
splendid. Lo 5 R
Next day a chariot was hired, aud Miss Trifle was
dispatched to find a lodging. She returned in the |
afternoon, with an account of a charming place, to
which my husband wentin the morning to make the
contract. Being young and unexperienced, he took
with him Ned Quick, a eutleman of sreat skill in
rooms and fuiniture, who sees, at a single glance, |
wharever there is to be cominended or censured.
Mr Quick, at the first view of the house, declared
that it could not be inhabited, for the Sun in the af- |
Jteruoon shone with full glare on the windows of the |
dining-room,. : ‘ LA
Miss Lrifle went out again, and soon discovered |
another lodging, which Mr Quick went to' survey,
and found, that, whenever tie wind should blow |
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the question_could only be answered by general a*
apologies and by new hopes, v_vhich when they were
frustrated, gave a new occasion to the same vexa-
tlous engquiry. :
" "his fatal question has disturbed the quiet of mas
ny other minds. He that in the latter part of his
li*e toostrictly enquires what he has done, can very
seldom receive from his own heart such an account
as will give him satisfaction.

We who do notindeed so often disappoint others
_as ourselves. We not enly think more highly than
‘others of our own abilities, but allow ourselves te
form hopes which we never communicate, and please |
our thoughts with employments which none ever.
will allot us, and with elevations to which we are
neven expected to rise; and when oar days and
years are passed away in common business or coms-
mon amusements, and we find at last that we have
suffered our purposes to sleep till the time of action |
is past, we are reproached only by'our own reflec-
tions; neither our friends nor our enemies wonder
that we live and die like the rest of mankind; that
we live without notice, and die without memorials.
they know not what task we had proposed, and
therefore cannot discern whether it is finished.

He that compares what he has done with what he
has left undone, will feel the effect which must al-
ways follow the comparison of imdgination with re- |

_ality; he will look with contempt on his own unim-
portance, and worder to what purpose he came in=

“to the world; he will repine that he shail leave be=
hind him no evidence of his having been; that he
has added nothing to the system of life but has gli=
did from youth to Age among the crowd, without.
any effort for distinction. :

Man is seldom willing to let fall the opinion of |
Lis own dignity, or to believe that he does little on=4

ly because every individual is 2 very little beinges
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in suffering calamities; is a question which Philoso-
phers have long asked, and which Phllosoph} could
never answer.

Religion informs us that Misery and Sm were
produced together. The depravation ot human
will was followed by a disorder of the harmony of
Nature; and by that Providence which often pla-
ces antidotes in the neighbourhood of poisons, vice
was checked by misery, lest it should swell to uni=
versal and unlimited dominions. ,

A state of innocence and happiness is so remote
from all that we have ever seen, that though we can
easily colicelve it possible, and may therefore hope
o attain it, yet our speculations upon it must be ge=
neral and conf’med. We can discover that where
there is universal Innocence, there will, probably,.
be universal Happiness; for why should Afflictions:
be permitted to infest beings who are not in danger
of cortuption from Blessings, and where there is no.
use of Perror nor cause of Punishment? But ina
world like ours, where cur Senses assault us, and
our Hearts betray us, we shonld pass on from crime
to crime, Leadless and remorseless, 'if stery did
not stand in our way, and our own Pains admonish

-us of our folly.

Almost all the Moral Good which is left among
us, is the apparent effect of Physical Evil. !

Goodness is divided by Divines into Soberness, |
Righteousness, and Godliness. Let it be examined
“héw each of these Duties would be practised 1f

v;;thule were no Physical Evil to enforce it.

+. Sobriety, or Temperance, is nothing but the for-
i+beaiance of Pleasure: and if Pleasure was not fol-

'»lox\ ed by Pain, who would torbear it? We see e-
very hour those in whom the desire of present iu-
dulgence ov erpowers all sense of past and all fore-
ﬂvht of future misery. In a remission of the Gout
$he Drunkard returns to his Wine, and the Gluttonr,
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thority over us, but by its power to warn us against:
Evil.
1n Childhood, while our minds are yet unoccupi-
ed, Religion is impressed upon them, and the first
years of almost all who have been well educated are-
passed in a regular discharge of the duties of Piety,
But as we advance forward into the crowds of lite,
innumerable delights solicit our inclinations, and
innumerable cares distract our aftention. The
time of youth is passed in noisy frolics; Manhood
“is led on from hape to hope,ard from project to.
project; the dissoluteness of: pleasiire, the inebria.
tion of success, the ardour of expectation, and the
vehemence of competition, chain down the mind a--
like to the present scene: nor is it remembred how
soon this mist of trifles must be scattered, and the
bubbles that float upon the rivulet of life be lost for-
everin. the gulph of eternity. To this considera-
tion scarce any man is awakened but by some pres-
singand resistless evil; the death ofthose from whom
he derived his.p]easures, orto whom he destined
his possessions, some disease which shews him the
vanity ofall external acquisitions, or the gloom of
age which intercepts his prospects of long enjoy-
- ment forces him to fix his hopes upon another state;.
and when he has contended with the tempests of life |
till his strength. fails bim, he flies at last to the shel--
ter of Religion.
That misery does not make. all vxrtuous, exXpeTi--
énce too certainly informs us; but it is no less cer~
.Jain, that of what Virtue there i is, Misery produces
“far the greater part. Eh) sical Evil may be there-
;Yore endured with patience, since it is the cause of
"Moral Good; and Patience itselfis one Virtue by
'v\ hich we are prepared for that state in which E\'ll
shall be no more,
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, IT'is a-complaint which-has been.made from time
to time, and: which: seems. to have lately becorie
more frequent, that English Oratory, however foi=-
cible in argument, or elegant in expression, 1s deii=
cient and mefficacious, because our speakers wint
the Grace and Energy of Action..

Among the numerous Projectors who are desi-
rous to refine our Manners, and improve our Facul-
ties, some are: willing to supply the deficiency of
our speakers. We have had nore than oue exhor-
tation to study the neglected Art of moving the
passions, and have becn encouraged to believe taat
our tongues, however feeble in themselves, may, by
the help of our hands and legs, obrain an uncon=
troulable dominion over the inost stubborn audi-
ence, animate the insensible, engage the careless,
force tears from the obdurate, and money from the
avaricious. :
~ If by slight of hand, or nimbleness of foot, all .
these wonders can be performed, he that shall neg-
lect to attain the free use of his limbs may be justly
_censured as criminally lazy. Butl am afraid that
"no specimen of such effects will easily be shewn,
1f 1 could once find a speaker in Change Alley raising '
the price of stocks by the power of persuasive gess
tures, I should very zealously recommend the siudy_g
of hisart; but having never -seen any action by
which language was much assisted, I have been bi-
| therto inclined to doubt whether my countrymen -
[-are not blamed too hastily for their calm and mo-

‘tionless utterance,
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considered action and vociferation as a foolish ap=
peal to the external senses, and unworthy to be prac=
tised before those who had no destre of idle amuse=
ment, and whose only p]easme was to discover
right.

“Whether Action may not be yet of use in church=
s, where the Preacher addresses a mingled audi-
ence, may deserve enquiry. Itis certain that the
sen-es are more powetful as the reason is weaker;
and that he, whose ears convey little to his mind,
may sometimes listen with his eyes till truth may
gradually take possession of his heart. If there be:
any use of gesticulation, it must be applied to the.

dgnorant and rude, who will be more atfected by ve--
hemence, than dehghted by propriety. In the pul-

i pit, little action can be proper; tor action can illus-.
trate nothing but that to. which 1t may"be referred
by nature or by custom. He that imitates, by his.

~hand a motion which he describes, explains it by

“natural simi'itude; he that lays his hand: on his.
breast, when he expresses pity, enforces his words
by customary iilusion. But Theology has few to-
pics to which action can be appropriated ; that ac-
tion which is vague and judeterminate, will at last
settle into habit, and habitual pecuhduues are quick-.
ly ridiculous.

It is perhaps the character of the English to des-.
p e trifles; and that art may surely be “accounted a
trifle, which 1s at once useless and ostentatious,?
which can seldom be practised with propriety, aud;
which, as the mind is more cultivated, is less pcav-
erful. Yet, as all innocent means are to be used.
for the propagation of truth, 1 would not deter those-
who are employed in pleachino to common congre=
_gatious, from any practice which they may find per-
I suasive; for, compared with the conversioli of sin=
‘mers, propriety and elegance are less than nothing.

o » i
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" NUMB. g1 SATURDAY, JANUARY 1sth 1760,
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IT is common to overlook what is near, by keepa
ing the eye fixed upon something remote. In the
game manner present opportunities are neglected,
and attainable good is slighted, by minds busied in -
exreunsive ranges, and intent upon future advantages,
Life, however short, is made still shorter by waste |
of time ; and its progress towards happiness, though
naturally slow, is yet retarded by unnecessary la- |
bour. : o
The difficulty of obtaining knowledge is univera |
gally confessed. To fix deeply in the mind the
principles of science, to settle their limitations, and |
deduce the long succession of theirconsequences ; to
comprehend the whole compass of complicated sys-
tems with all the arguments, objections,andsolutions, |
and to reposite in the intellectual treasury the num-
berless facts, experiments, opophthegms, and posi=
tions, which must stand single in the memory, and |
of which none has auy perceptible connection with |
the rest; is-a task which, though undertaken with:
ardour, and pursued with diligence, must at last be:
left unfinished by the frailty of our nuture. &
To make the way to learning either less short,
less smooth, is certainly absurd; vet this is the ap-
parent effect of the prejudice which seems to pre- |
vail among us in favour of foreign authors, and of |
the contempt of our native literature, which this ex=
cursive curiosity must necessarily produce. Every
man is more speedily instructed by his own lan- |
guage, than: by any other; before we search the
vest of the world for teachers, let us tiy whethe
we may. not spare our trouble by finding them at
home, : _ 4
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The riches of the Euglish language are much
greater than they are commonly supposed. Many
useful and valuable books lie buried in shops and
libraries, unknown and unexamined, unless some
lucky compiler opens them by chance, and finds an
easv spoil of wit and fearning. 1 am far from in-
tending to insinuate, that other lauguaces are not
necessary to him who aspires to eminence, and
whose whole life is devoted to study; but to him
who reads onlyv for amusement, or whese purpose is
not to deck himself with the honours of literature,
but to be qualified for doinestic usefulness. and
sit down content with suohordinate reputation, we
. have authors sufficient to fiil up all the vacancies of
his time, and gratity most of his wishes for informas
tion. ‘ 4
Of our Poets I need say little, because they are
perhaps tne only authors to whom their country
has done justice.  We consider the whole succes-
sion from Spenser to Pope, as superiorto any nameg
which the Continent can boast; and therefore the
Poets of other nations, however familiarly they
may be sometimes mentioned, are very litde read,
except by those who design to borrow their beau-
ties. 2 : :
~ There is, I think, not one of the liberal arts which
may not be competently learned in the Englrsh lan«
giuage. He that searches after mathematical know=
ledge, may busy himself among his own country-
men, and will find one or other able to instruct him
in every part of those abstruse sciences. He tlfat
is delighted with experiments, and wishes to know
the nature of bodies from certain and visible effects,
s happily placed where_ the mechanical philosophy
was first established by a pablic institution, and
€rom which it was spread to all other countries.
- The more airy and elegant studies of Philology
- and Criticism have little need of any foreign help,
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‘Though our language, not being very analogical,
wives few opportunities for grammatical resealches.
yet we have not wanted authors who have cousider=
ed'the principles of speech ; and with critical wri-
tings we abound sufficiently to enable Pedantry to
impose rules which can seldom be observed, and
Vanity to talk of books which are seldom read.

But our own language has, fiom the Reformation
to the present time, been chiefly dignified and a= |
-dorned by the woiks of our Divines, who, consider-
ed as cominentators, ‘controvertists, or preachers; |
have undoubtedly left all other nations far behind
them. No vulgar language can boast such treasures
of theological knowl(’due or such multitudes of au~+
thors at once learned, ele«mnt and pious. Other

" countries, and other commuuions. have authors per-
haps equal in abilities and diligence to ours; but if.
we unite number with excillenee, there is certainly
no nation which must not allow us to be superior.
Cf Morality little is necessary to be said, because it
is comprehended in practical divinity, and is per-
haps better taught in Englesh sermons than in any
other books ancient or modern  Nor shall I dwell
on our excellence in metaphysical speculations, be- |
cause he that reads the works of our divines, will
easily discover how far human subtilty has been a=
ble to penetrate.

Political knowledge is forced upon us by the form
of our comstitution; aud all the my steries of govern=
ment are discovered i the attacks or detence of e-
very rminister.. The original law of society, the
rights of subjects, and the p'reroganves of Kings,
have been consideied with the utinost nicety, some=
times profoundly investigated, rlild sometlmes famla
liarly explained:

Thus copiously instructive is the English lan=
guage, and thus needless is all recourse to foreign |
writers. Let us not therefore make our neighbours:
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langhter is never excited but by a joke, and ber no-.
tion ofa joke is not very delicate, The rtepetition

of a good joke does not weaken its effect; if she‘
has laughed once, she will laugh again. g

She is an enemy to nothmg but ill-nature and |

pride, but she has frequent reason  torlament that |
they are so frequent in the world.: All who are
not equally pleased with: the good and bad, with the |
elegant and gross; with the witty and the dull,
who distinguish excellence from defect, she cor
ders as ill-natured ; and she condemns as proad al
~who repress impertinence or quell presmnptm‘
expect respect from any other eminence than t
of fortune, to which she is alwavs willing to pay h
mage. :

Tghere are none whom she openly hates; for
‘once she suffers, or believes herself to suifer,
‘contempt or insult, she never dismisses it from h

" mind, but takes all opportumnes to tell how eas
she can forgive, There are none whom she |
much better than others; for when any of her
quamtance decline in the oplmon of the world, s

always finds it inconvenient to visit them; het
fection continues unaltered, but it is’ 1mposs
be intimate with the whole town.

She daily exercises her benevolence by pitying
very misfortune that happens fo every family
in her circle of notice; she is in hourly terro
one should catch cold in the rain, and anothe

«trighted by the high wind. Fer charity she sh
by lamenting that so many poor wretches shoul
languish in the streets, and by wondering ‘what th
great can think on that they do 50 httIe good
such large estates.

Her house is elegant, and her table dalnty,
she has little taste of elegance, and is wholl
fmm vicieus luxury ; but she comforts hersel
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7 HEPVTAPHS OF POPE: |

Brn 8507 k0 sonozds sl aug L SIiRd 10 0

Xl shetoni <0t 0 ot
[ # Epsusio Dukeof Bickingham), toho died in'the 19th Yéar of his
15 fr v el derhiygmin p S anar Sl el o

‘modelyotith; Aith cool rallbction’crowmdy (2 10717

. Andeverylopeningiviviud blooming rotmd, < 01 hosig
Could fave a parentis julteflt pride from fate, 0t cins0

. Or add one patriot to.afinking flate; .. .0 | .7

~“This ‘weeping marble had not alk’d thy 5
“Or fadly told; how many hopes lie'tiere:’ 133

S The living virtae now had fhone approvid; .
fi41 - The fenate heard; hizm; -and. his country loy'ds - ¢
~ Yet [ofter honpurs, and lefs noily fame,
~ Attend the thade of gentle Buckinguamsz .
" Tn 'whom =z race, [or courage fam'd and art,
- Ends in the:milder merit of the hearts ¢

And, chiefs or fages long to Brirain given,

_ Pays the laft cribute of a {aint to heaven,

This epitaph Mr Warburton prefers to the rest;
but I know not for what reason. To crown with
reflection is surely a mode of speech approaching to *
‘nonsense. Opening: viriue bloommg round, some= -
‘thing like tautology;.  the six. following lines are
‘poor and prosaic. Artis another couplet used for
-arts, that _a rhyme may be had to beart. The six
last lines are the best, but not excellent.

" The rest of his sepulchral performances hardly
deserve the notice of criticism. The conemptible
‘ Dialogue between He and Sie should have been
% St 2 Rl Do e T R o2
preseed for the author's sake. — = C
‘ sitaph on himself, in ‘which he ‘at=-4
‘one of the few things that
e confounds the living man
iR

s st e, OF. Ul cim' él:ﬁ;ﬂll
: is e

" When a man is once buried, the question under

“wwhat he is buried is easily decided. He forgot that

" though he wrote the epitaph in a state of uncertain=












man to re=
man is fed

r, than his
no profec-
to be his







