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/en‘m‘zon, which bas been ex-
tratted from private letters, the
Author is induced to lay before the
Public, from a defire of throwing
Jome light on a fubject, hitherto,
but partially known in Europe;
and alfo, with the view of prompi-
ing otbers, whofe bent of dijpofition
and convem'eﬂ?y of fituation may
e f].?em into fuch refearches, to

“ehla rge on _fo curious a matter.

7o bald out an afylum to the
“memory of an antient, and a once’

great people, who before the fall
of
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of their empire were amply en-

>

e

lightened, éy Jeience, and who were
governed éy a [iftem of laws and
policy,, 'wbzcll bhad the mof? falutary
effects in rendering them virtuous
and bappy, will yield a fuficiens
compenfation to the man of philan-
thropy,. for every difficulty that he
may encounter in the purfuit of a
Joudy which will be found, it is to

be feared, em‘cmg[&{ in, J&me dif-
couraging perplexities.



Extrait of a Letter, dared at

Banaris in September, 1782.

FY HE city of ‘Banaris;~ in point of

its wealth, coftly buildings, and
the numiber of 1ts inhabitants, is
claflfed in the firft rank of thofe now
remaining in Hinduftan, in the pof-
{feflion of the Hindoos.

To defcribe, with any degrec of
precifion, the various temples dedi-
cated in this place to the almoft in-

B numerable
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numerable dcities, and to explain the
origin of their foundation, with the
neceffary arrangement, would require
a knowledge, infinitely fuperior to
minc, in the myfterious rites of the
Hindoo mythology.

They are, at this day, enveloped
i {uch impenectrable obfcurity, that
even thofe Pundits who are the moft
{kilfully verfed in the Sumfcrit,* are
not able to throw on them lights
fuﬂicien.tly clear for the rendering
them comprehenﬁﬁ to the generality
of the people.

But as {fome relation, theugh im-
perfeét, of a city fo’ famous in Hin-

duftan, and now fo well known in

The language in which all their facred le-
gends are preferved.

Europe
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Europe for having been one of the
grand fources of the religious worfhip
of the Hindoos, and being the chief
repofitory of what {cience yet exifts
among them, may not be unacceptable
to you, together with fome curfory
inveftigations of the mythology of
Brimha, the tafk fhall be attempted
with every attention to the f{ubjeét,
and with the ftriéteft adherence to
truth.

If errors thould arife on the treat-
ing on a matter hitherto flightly dif-
cuffed, and from its complication ex-
ceedingly abftrufe, I have to intreat
your liberal indulgence; and that
though miftaken in my ‘conclufions,
you will give me fome commendation
were 1t only for the endeavour of

adminiftering to a rational pleafure.

B2 At
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At the diftance of eight miles from
the city of Banaris, as it is approach-
ed on the river from the eaftward, the
eye is attrated by the view of two
lofty minarets, which were ereéted
by the order of Aurungzebe, on the
foundation of an ancient Hindoo tem-
ple, dedicated to the Mhah Deve, or
the God Eifhwer.

The raifing, on fuch facred ruins,
this towering Mahometan pile, which
from its clevated hcight feems to
look down with ﬁamph and exdlta-
tion on the fallen ftate of a gity fo
profoundly revered by the Hindoos,
would appear to have been prompted
to the mind of Aurungzebe by a bi-
gotted and intemperate defire of in-
{ulting their religion,

4]
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1f fuch was his wifh, it hath been
moft completely fulfilled.

For the Hindoos confider this mo-
nument as a difgraceful record of a
foreign yoke, and as proclaiming to
every ftranger, that their favorite city
has been debafed, and the worthip of
their gods defiled.

From the top of the minarets there
js feen an entire and a very beau-
tiful profpeét ' of Binaris, which oc-
cupies a fpace-of about two miles and
a half along the northern bank of the
Ganges, and a mile inland from the

river,

Many of the houfes are remairk.
ably high, fome of them bav. - .
and feven ftories, and k' . soon

)

refembling that forr Sl oo v e

T
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ries of Portland, and which abounds
in this part of the country.

The firects, wherein thefe lofty
buildings are fituated, are {o narrow

as not to admit of two carriages a-
breaft.

The confequence of this large city
being conftructed on fo confined a
plan, i:s, that the air, from being de-
prived of a free circulation, becomes
putrid and obnoxious, and in par-
ticular feafons cogdes fevers of a ma-
lignant fpecies, and fevere i)i,l_ious ob-~
firuétions.

In addition to this pernicious ef-
feét, proceeding from a corrupted at-
mofphere, there is at moft times an
intolerable ftench, which arifes from
the many tanks difperfed in the dif-

ferent



(7))
ferent quarters of the town, whofe
waters and borders are appropriated to
the common ufe of the inhabitants,

The filth alfo, which is indifcri-
tninately ghrown into the ftreets, and
there left expofed, (for the Hindoos
poflefs but a fmall portion of a gene-
ral cleanlinefs) add to the compound
of ill fmells-which fo much offend
the noftrils of every onc entering this
city.

The irregular and very confined
mode which has been invariably ad-
hefed to:in the confiruétion of Bana-
vis, has, in a great meafure, deftroyed
the pleafing effeéts which “{ymmetry
and arrangement would otherwife have
beftowed on a city, entitled from its
numerous and expenfive habitations,

to
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to demand a preference to any capital
which I have feen in India.

In the refearches which I have
been enabled to make into the prin-
ciples of the Hindoo religion, I have
received great aid from a converfant
knowledge of the Mhahrattah lan-
guage, and an acquaintance, though
trivial, with the Sumfcrit,

The ufe of this laft tongue is now
chiefly confined to a particular fe&
of Bramins, whewfliciate in the cha-
racter of priefts, and it hath ever been
adopted as the channel of conveying to
the Hindoos, the cffentials of their reli-
gion, with all the various forms of

their worfhip.

The Sumifcrit is a fonorous lan-

guage, its periods flow with great
boldnefsy
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boldnefs, and terminate in a cadence
peculiarly mufical, and it abounds in a
pith and concifenefs far fuperior to
any other, with which I am in any

wife acquainted.

An extra& of a floke or ftanza,
which has been quoted by Mr. Halhed,
is a ftriking teftimony of the nervous
compofition, -and the laconic turn of

the Sumfcrit,

As it is a ftdnza of only four lines,
I will infert it, and alfo attempt the

tran{lation.

Pctache réndwan fhetroo

Father = in debt — encmy
Matih (hétroo réthelence
Mother — enemy—-extravagant or immoral
Bhariih rupéwittee thétroo

Wife — beauntiful — enemy
Pootre thétros n’punditah

Son — enemy — unlearned

C The
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The mother who hath loft her fanse,

The fire profufe, and foe to thawe,
Are to their race a peft.

A bride’s foft joys oft’ thorns implant,

And he, who reams in folly’s haunt,
Deftroys his father’s reft.

‘The Hindoos believe in one God,
without beginning and without end;
on whom they beftow, defcriptive of
his power, a variety of epithets,

But the moft common appellation,
and which conveys the fublimeft fenfe
of his greatnefs, is, Sree Mun Narrain,
the univer{al Protefor.

The Hindoes, in their fuft and
grand fupplication to the Deity, ad-

drefs him as endowed with the three
attri-
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attributes, of omnipotence, omnipre-
{fence and omnifcience; which, in
the Sumfcrit, are exprefled by the
terms, neer anjin, necy akar, and reer
goon.

Though this explanation may not,
in literary ftriGnefs, comprife in it
the precife meaning of the Englith
text, it doth {o virtually, and in the
ampleft fenfe.

A circumftance which forcibly ftruck
my attention, was the Hindoo belief
of a Trinity.

The perfons are, Sree Mun Nar-
rain, the Mhah Letchlmy (a beau-
tiful woman), and a Serpent which

are emblematical of ftrength, love and
wifdom. -

C 2 Thefe
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'Thefe perfons, by the Hindoos, are
{uppofed to be wholly indivifible.

The one is three, and the three are
one,

In the beginning they fay, that the
Deity created three men, to whom he
gave the names of Brimha, Vyftnou,
and Shevah.*

To the firft, was committed the
power of creating mankind, to the
fecond of cherithing them, and to the
third that of reftraining and corre&ting

N

them.

Brimha, at one breath, formed the
human kind out of the four elements;
amongt which he infufed, as I un-
derftood the intrepretation, avacuum,

* Qften called Eifhwer, or e Mhah Deve.
Before
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Before the creation of man, Sree
Mun Narrain framed the world out
of a chaos; it was covered with the
waters, furrounded by an utter dark-
nefs, and inhabited by a demon, the
{fuppofed author of evil, whom the
Godhead drove into an abyfs under the

carth.

The Hindoos, as Mr. Halhed, in his
Tranflation of che Code of Hindoo
Laws, has fully and clearly fet forth,
are arranged in four grand cafts or
tribes* ; that of the Bramin, the

Chittery, the Bhyfe and the Sooder.

* There is, in India, an aboriginal race of
people who are not claffed in any of the fects,
and are employed in the meaneft and moft me-
nial offices. They arc not permitted to enter
any temple of the Hindoos, and in their diet
they have no reftri¢tion.  On fome parts of the
coaft of Choromandel they are called Pariahs,
and, in Bengal, Huiiges.

Each
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Each of thefe cafts are fub-divided
into numerous fefls, the particular
ufages of which are preferved with
great care and attentive diftinétions.

‘There 1s an Immenfe number of
{eétaries of the fame tribe, who do not
admit of the intercourfe of marriage
with each other, or of eating at the
fame board.

From the beft information which I
have been enabled to procure, it would
{eem that the genuine Chittery, or Ra-
jah race, has for a great length of
time been extin&, and in its place
a {purious tribe has been introduced.

The Hindoos, compofing thefe cafts
and claflfes, are ultimately branched
out in two divifions; the one deno-

minated
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minated the Vyftnou Bukht, and the
other the Shevah Bukht.

The followers of the firft are dif-
tinguifthed by marking the forehead
with a longitudinal, and thofe of the
fecond with a parallel line.

In the temple of Vyftnou, he is wor-
thipped under the reprefentation of a
human figure, having a circle of heads
and four hands, emblems of an all-
feeing, andan all-provident Being.

The reprefentation of a fabulous
bird, en which he is fappofed to ride,
and denotive of the vclocity of his
motion, is frequently placed in front
of his image.

Shevah or Eithwer, or as he is
ufually called by the Hindoos, the
Mhah
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Mhah Deve, or great God, is repre-
fented by a compound figure, def-
cribing the male and female parts of
generation, and defigned as fymbols of

procreation and fecundity.

Thefe faculties or qualities being
held amongft the Hindoos as the
choiceft bleflings, and the deprivation
of them deemcd a fevere reproach and
misfortune,

Facing this defignation of the Mhah
Deve, is generally feen, ina fupplant
pofture, the image of a cow, which is
faid to have devived its peculiarly facred
qualities from having been chofen by

this god as his favorite conveyance.

The more enlightened Pundits tell
you, that this animal hath been pre-
ferved from flanghter from its great

utility
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utility to man; it being his ableft af«
fiftant in the labors of the field, and
the chief fupport in his immediate
maintenance.

" Not to fay that 1t argues a found
policy to ftamp this creature with fo
facred a mark ; for were its flefh eaten,
as Hinduftan is produétive of but few
‘horfes, the various branches of agri-
culture would fuffer an effential in-

jury.

Another figure reprefents Shevah
with four hands (holdingin them dif-
ferent emblems of his power) and five
heads ; four of which are dire&ed
to the cardinal points, and the fifth is
placed with the face upwatds, in
the a& of contemplating the grand
Deity.

D After
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After the fervice which Brimhah
has performed on earth, it would rea-
fonably be concluded, that his praife
for the obligations which mankind
have received at his hands, in fome de-
gree, would be conformable to his
works.

But the Hindoos have not dedicated
one temple to his honor, nor have
they fet apart or fanctified one dayin
remembrance of his deeds.

It would redound but little to my
credit, were I to infert in this place,
the reafon alledged in their religious
tralts, for this feeming negleét of
Brimhah, '

It is a tale framed to amufe the cre-
dulous Hindoo, and procure a meal te

an artful pricth,- .
This
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This oftenfible want of attention
to the memory of Brimhah, may on a
more abftraéted ground be attributed
to the opinion, that the powers of
procreation having been once fet in
aétion, and operating by a law, gene-
ral and undeviating, whofe immediate
benefits exifts and are evidently dif-
played in its effefts, there was no
neceflity of commemorating the firft
individual caufe.

‘The Hindoos believe implicitly in
predeftination, and in the tranfmigra-
tion of the foul,

The firft, as it frequently cramps
the genius and obftruéts its progref-
fion, yet has a tendency in confoling
them in every misfortune, and admi-
niftering to them a comfort in all the
‘untoward events of life, .

D2 They
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They fay it is the hand of God,
which for fome infcrutinable purpofe
dire@s and impels the actions of his
creature.

The doétrine of the metempfychofis
reftrains them from the ufe of animal
food* ; an aliment not neceflary, and
often attended with pernicious confe-
quences in a hot climate,

This belief has alfo a ftrong ten-
dency to infufe into their minds an
abhorrence of all fanguinary aéts, and
to inculcate the virtues of humanity
and a general affetian,

% This tenet is not at this day ftri&tly adhered
to, far the Hindoos of the fecond and fourth caft
occafionally ufe flefh meats, and the Bramins of
Bengal invariably cat fifh,

The
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The Hindoos compute their grahd
evolutions of time by Joques, of which
they have four, correfponding in
their nature with the golden, filver,
brazen, and iron ages of the antients.

The prefent, they fay, is the
Khullee, or the fourth Joque; and
that at the expiration of every age,
the Supreme Being has deftroyed this
globe of earth, which has been re-
created at the commencement of the
one fucceeding, and that a continued
{ucceffion of Joques will revolve ad in-

Snstum.

The records of this ancient and ex-
traordinary people, unfortunately for
she learned of the prefent day, teem fo
profufely with fable, and abound
‘thrpug‘hput in fuch extravagant rela-
tions



( 22 )
tions of the actions of their demi-gods,
greatly fimilar in their feats to the Bace
chus, Hercules, and Thefeus of the
Greeks, that no rational or {atis-
factory conclufion can be drawn foy
any adjuftment of chronology.

A Pundit will introduce into his
legend a laack* of years with as much’
facility, and perhaps convidtion te
himfelf, as a modern commentator
would reduce to his ftandard half a
century..

The principles of the Hindoo reli-
gion, with its moft eflential tenets,
were compofed, it is aflerted, by Brim-
hah, and comprized in four books,
entitled the Baids or Vaids, a word.-

“* Arhundred thoufand.
ﬁ_gnifying



( 23 )
fignifying myftery in the Sumfcrit
language.

In that part of the peninfula of
India bordering on the Choromandel
fide, thefe facred writings are named
the Vaidums.

The Telingahs and the Malabars
commonly change the letter B into
a V, and invariably terminate all Sum-
{crit words with an M.

The Shaftre, meaning fcience, is 2
moft voluminous comméntary on thd
Baids; and has been written by various
Pundits, for the purpofe of illuftrat-
ing their mythology. From the Shafs
tre proceed thofe prepofterous and
irreconcileably fuperftitious ceremonies
which have been dragged by their

doctors
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do&ors into the Hindoo fyftem of
wortfhip ; all of them tending to fhac-
kle the vulgar mind, and produce in
it a flavifh reverence for the tribe of
Bramins.

The privilege of reading the Baids
and expounding its texts is only allow-
ed to them, and prohibited under fe-
vere penalties from the infpection of
the other cafts.

By the fole inveftment of this fine
gular authority, the prieft is left at
liberty to explain the original doc-
trine as may be the moft conducive in
confolidating the power and promoting
the interefts of his order,

In the trgnfmigration of the foul
into different bodies, confifts the vari-
ous
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ous gradations of reward and punitha
ment amongft the Hindoos.

Conformably to their good or evil
ations they are tranfpofed into the
bodies of fuch creatures, whether of
the human or brute f{pecies, as by
their condu&, whilft in the occupation
of their former tenements, they may

have merited.

They do not admit of the infli€tion
of eternal punithment, and fhudder

at the idea of a belief {o difconfonant.
to the opinion which they have form-
¢d of the Supreme Buing.

Evil difpofitions, they fay, are chaf~
tifed by a confinement in the bodies
of thofe animals whofe gatures they
moft refemble, and arc conftrained to

occupy them until their vice: are either
I eradicated,
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eradicated, or fo purged as that they
{hall be judged worthy of poflefling

{uperior forms.

The good actions of nan, the Hin-
doo law-giver has written, will be re-
warded by their being made to per-
fonify fuch beings as enjoy the utmoft
human happinefs.

As that which the magiftrate expe-
riences on the juft and merciful exe-
cution of the truft which has been
committed to him or, that high fenfe
of pleafure which the man of huma-
nity partakes of, when he has alleviated
the diftreffes of the unfortunate, or
otherwife promoted the welfare of

mankind.

The man who is acceptable in the
fight of his God, the Hindoo {fays.

will
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will copioufly imbibe all thofe heart-
felt fatisfaétions, which are produced
from the well performance of the dif-
ferent duties of life.

After having occupied a ferics of
bodies to the approbation of the Deity
and his foul, from a purfuit of virtue,
{hall be purified from the taints of
evil, the Hindoo is then admitted to
participation of the radiant and never

ceafing glory of his firft caufe.

The foul’s xtcceiving this aét of blifs,
is defcribed, by comparing it to a ray
of light, attracted by the grand powers
of the fun, to which it fhoots with an
immenfe velocity, and is there abforbed
in the blaze of {plendor.

Yum Durm Rajah officiates in the
fame capacity amongft the Hindoos,

| DI as
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as Minos did in the infernal regions of
the antients,

At the tribunal of Yum Durm, all
departed fouls are fuppofed to appear,
and'their adtions are proclaimed aloud
by this judge, who paffes an immediate
{entence.

Should the difpofition of a man have
been fo flagitioufly wicked and de-
praved, as to be judged unworthy even
of an introduction into the body of
the vileft animal, fuch corporeal tor-
ments are impofed on him as may be
thought adequate to the tranfgreflion,
and the foul is afterwards placed in
fome fuitable ftation on earth,

According to the religious traditions
of the Hindoos, Sree Mun Nairain,
fince the creation of the world, hasat

ning
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nine different periods affuméd incarna-
ted forms for the purpofe of eradicating
fome particular evil, or otherwife chaf-
tifing the fins of mankind.

The Hindoos worfhip a fecondary
fpecies of deity, which they wildly
reckon at the number of the thirty-
three krore*, and who in their diffe-
rent funétions are defigned to repre-
fent the multiplied infinitude of power
of the Supreme Deity.

<

From the croud of images which
the Bramin has placed in the temples of
the Hindoos, they have been branded
with the appellation of idolaters,
or adorers of many gods.

Let this mode of offering up fup-
plications

A krore isa hundred laacks,
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plications or thank{givings to the Su-
preme Being be difpaflionately examin-
ed, and it may be feen, that a per-
{onification of the attributes of the
Deity, is not unfitly adapted to the
general comprehenfion.

For thofe, and they compofe a great
portion of the people, who, from a
want of the requifite education, are
not endowed with the ability of read-
ing the praife of God, can with faci-
lity conceive an idea of his greatnefs,
by contemplating a figure, {culptured
with many heads and with many
hands, adorned with every {fymbol of
human power, and beheld by all
claffes of men with the utmoft reve-

rence and awe.

Were the origin of emblematical
fiyures deduced with a pofitive degree

of-
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of certainty, there would remain little
doubt of difcovering, that they far
preceded the ufe of letters.

The Spanith records mention, that
the intelligence of the firft arrival
of the Europeans on the coaft of
Mexico, was defcribed to Motezuma
by figures painted on cotton cloth.

In a rude fociety, it was cvidently
a more eafy operation to convey an
idea thro’ the medium of a fimple
figure cut in wood or moulded in clay,
than to invent an alphabet, and out
of, it compofe an affemblage of words
neceflary for the formation of a lan-

guage.

The immenfe group of Hindoo gods
enjoy immortality, which they are
gifted with from drinking a beverage,

called
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called Amrut, and which feems to

bear fome analogy to the neftar of
Homer’s deities.

In their mythology, there is an ele-
gant defcription of nine goddefles, re-
fembling in a great degree the mufes of
the antients, in the naturc of their pro-
vinces.

There is alfo, moft piturefquely
delineated, the God of Love, who has
a varie:cy of epithets, all fignificant of
the unbounded f{way, which he  pof-
fefles over the hearts of men.

His. common names are Kaum and’
Mudden, and he is reprefented as a
pleafing youth, armed with a bow and
five arrows, denoting the five fenfes,
cach of which weapon is baited with
different qualities of the poifon, which

18
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is infufed by the communication of
the paffion of love.

A curious bié’cure was found at
Tanjore, when the fort was captured,
of Kaum riding on an elephant, whofe
form was compofed of the figures of
{even young women, which were en-
twined together in f{o ingenious and
whimfical a manner, that they exs
hibited an exa&t thape of that bulky

animal,

In the Bifs Eithwer Pagoda 4t
Banaris, thereis a defign well executed
in ftone of the God of the Sun; fitting
in a ghariot and driving a horfe with
twelve heads, allufive of the twelve
figns of the Zodiac,

If the perufal of this rough and ab-
breviated fketch, fheuld lead on any
¥ gentleman
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gentleman eftablifhed in this part of
the country, and poflefling an inclina+
tion to this caft of inveftigation, to
profecute a farther and a more minute
inquiry into the principles of the Hin-
doo religion, I fhall deem thc trivial
labour undergone in this refearch, as
moft amply compenfated.

Without putting etymological proofs
to the torture, or moulding to the
fhape of his fyftem the generally un-
fatisfactory and deccitful aids of chro-
nology, the careful obferver might be
enabled to trace fome points of the
religious worfhip of the Hindoo into

Egypt.

There he would difcover the facred,
Bull, or the Cow of Shevah, placed’
high in the holy legends of the Cop-
tis; he would fee the Snuke, one of

the
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the myfterious affociates of Sree Mun

Narrain, devoutly revered by that na-
tion, as an hieroglyphical emblem of

wif{dom and longevity.

It would alfo appear, that the Oni-
on fo frequently mentioned by hiftori-
ans and travellers, as held in profound
veneration amongft the Egyptians, is
no lefs marked with reverence in Hin-
duftan; where, though the ufe of a
vegetable diet, is {p ftrongly incul-
cated, and with a few deviations, com-
monly adopted, the Onion is for-
bidden to fome of the feéts of priefts;
and, in the upper part of India, when
an oath, on which a matter of confe-
quence depends, is adminiftered, the
Bramin frequentlyintroduces the Onion

to render the ceremony more awful,

F 2 On
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On comparing the religious tenets,
and the forms of worfhip of the Hin.
doos, with thofe of the ancients, there
appears in the funcions of fome of
the deities, a ftrong uniformity of like.
nefs, which is not unreafonably placed
in the fame point of view, and were
it poffible to procure a defcription of
the occupations and the various powers
of the Hindoo {ubaltern gods, it might
be found that the celeftial group of
the weftern pantheon, had been fe-
lefted from the divine aflfembly of:
Biimhah,

The Egyptians and the Greeks in
their commerce with India, thro’ thil
channel of the Red Sea, have left, %
am induced to believe, many "tokens
behind them of their connection with
the Hindoos,
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In the colleGion of a gentleman
at Barajs, there are feveral valuable
antiques, which he purchafed of the
merchants of that city; one of which,
reprefenting a Grecian matron, 1s cut
in a ftyle bearing every mark of a maf-

terly hand.

There is another, on which Cleopa-
tra 15 exhibited in the a&k of being
bitten by the afp,

The fame gentleman had in his pof-
feion a Medufa’s. head, on an eme-
rald, found alfo at Banaris, which he
fent to England, and it has there been
acknowledged to be genuinely Greek.

There was procured at Guzerat,
fome years ago, a very high finifhed

cameo, whereon, Hercules flaying the
Nemean Lion, was executed in a moft

beautiful and {triking manner.
Thefe
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Thefe circumftances are adverted to
with fome fhew of evincing, that
during the intercourfe which exifted
between the natives of Egypt and
of India, the former might have in-
troduced into their country, with the
rare and luxurious produéts of Hin-
duftan, certain tenets and ceremonics

of the Hindoo mythology.

In confidering of the traét by which
thefe antigues were brought into
India, I muft not omit mentioning,
that they might have found their way
into that country in the cabinets of
fome of the Muflulman conquerors ;
who, in the more early period of their
¢mpire, were as warm and as enthu-
fiaftic admirers of Greek productions
and literature as ever the Romans
were ; and it is a fact, in need of no

illuftration,



( 39 )

lluftration, that the revival of letters
and the arts, after Rome had been
fwallowed up in Gothic ruin, received
the moft potent aid from the Arabian
Kaliph, Haroun ul Rachid.

I am fincerely to lament that my
knowledge in aftronomy is fo very
confined, that I am almoft wholly in-
capacitated from defcribing the attain-
ment which the Bramins had arrived
at in that {cience, long, previouily to
the ®ra in which it flourithed in the
weftern world.

The Zodiac, with its twelve figns,
is well known tothem ; and they have
beftowed on the {feven days, com-
mencing the week with Sunday, the
names of the planects.

The
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The {olar year of the Hindoos cone
fifts of twelve months, making three
hundred and fixty days, and once in
three years they annex an additional
month, for the inclufion of thofe days
which are wanting to compleat the
exa& fpace of time required by the
earth in making its triennial revolu-
tion round the fun.

The d:a;ys of the month are cal-
culated from the period of the full
moon, and thc number of them is

divided into two equal parts.

To the portion of days comprized
in the increafing half of the moon,
they give the name of Sobd, or filling;
and the other, they term Bole, or
the Wain.

The
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The Jogue is divided into luftra of
twelve years, each of which is diftin-
guithed by its peculiar denomination.

The obfervatory at Banaris is an un-
deniable proof of the knowledge which
the Hindoos have acquired in the mo-
tions of the celeftial bodies.

Could accefs be gotten to fuch re-
cords of the Hindoos, as are unaccoms-
panied with that redundancy of fable,
with which their priefts have fo co-
pioufly interwoven them, it would not
be prefumptuous to fuppofe, that we
fhould difcover they were, in the more
carly age of the world, one of the
moft enlightened and powerful na-
tions then inhébiting the face of the
earth,

G Their
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Their empire, as related ih many of
their hiftorical tracts, confifted of
fifty-fix {eparate principalities, ulti-
mately goverried by one ruler, whofe
kingdom extended from the fouthern
borders of Tartary to the ifland of
Ceylon, and from the confines of Af-
fam and Arracan to the river Indus.

"T'his immenfe territory was inhabited
by a people divided into four diftinét
tribes, each cxercifing different func-
tions and occupations, and all uniting
in their various branches to promote

a general good.

It abounded in fair and opulent
cities, which were decorated with
magnificent and lofty temples for the
worfhip of the gods, and with {fump-

tuous manfions, gardens and fountains
- for
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for the pleafure and accommodation of

the people.

Ufeful and elegant artifans, well
fkilled in their various trades, in the
raifing ftupendous buildings, in the
fabricating gold, filver, and the moft
delicate cotton cloths, and in the
curious workmanfhip of precious {tones
and metals, all found ample encourage-
ment in the exercife of their feveral

profeffions,

It were almoft {uperfluous to fay,
that if {ome glaring indulgences m
favor of the facred tribe are excepted,
Hinduftan muft have been governed
by falutary and well digefted laws.

From the tranflation of the code
by Mr. Halhed, it is feen, that a well
chofen fyftem of equitable regulations

Gz directed
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direGted the Hindoos in the punithe
ment of crimes, and for the fecurity
of property.

The traveller was enabled to jour-
ney through this extenfive empire
with an eafe and fafety unkpown in
other countries.

The public roads were fhaded with
trees; at every halting place a caravan-
fera, with a pond ora well peftaining ta
it, was founded for the conveniency of
the paflenger, and fhould he in any
part of the country have been piliaged,
and could produce a teftimony of his
lofs, the diftri¢t in which the damage
had been fuftained was obliged to
make reftitution.

When this empire, its polithed peo-
ple, and the progrefs which art and
{cience
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{cience have made amongft them, are
attentively confidered and reflected
on; when, at the fame periods, a re-
trofpeétive view is thrown on the
ftates of the European world, then
imerfed in, or only immerging out of
ignorance and bari)arity, we muft be-
hold Hinduftan with a wonder and
refpect; and we may affert, without
forfeiting a claim to truth and mode-
ration, that, however far the weftern
nations have, in improvements and re-
finement, ‘outftripped the followers of
Brimhah, yet in the more early periods
of life, they, certainly did poffefs valu-
able materials of philofophy and ufe-
ful knowledge.

The humane mind, will, naturally,
be imprefled with a fenfe of forrow
and pity for a pcople who have fallen

from
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from fo confpicuous a height of glory
and fortune, and who, perhaps, have
contributed to polifh and exalt the
very men who now hald them in {ub-

je&i;on.

T'o form a fatisfactory judgment of
the genius of the Hindoos, or to de-
fcribe, with a due accuracy, the degree
to which they raifed art and {cience,
it were requifite, if the neceflary ma-
terials could be procured, that we did
endeavour to exhibit a view of the
fituation in which thefe people were
placed before they were cdnquered by
the victorious followers of Mqhqmed.

A partial and a very degrading rela-
tion would be made of them, were the
defcription of their laws, government

and manners, taken from the appear-
ance
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ance they make in the eye of the
world at this day.

‘The empire of Hinduftan was over-
thrown by a fierce race of men, who
in their furious courfe of conqueft,
exerted the moft ftrenuous efforts, in
levelling every monument of worfhip
and tafte.

They maffacred the priefts and
plundered the temples, with a fpecies
of keennefs and ferocity, which their
prophet, himfelf, might have gloried

ln.

A people thus crufhed, groaning
under the load of oppreffion, and dif-
mayed at the fight of {fuch cruelties,
muft foon have loft the fpirit of {ci-
ence and the exertion of genius.

Particu-
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Particularly, as their fine arts weére.
fo blended with the fyftem of religion,
that the perfecution of the one muft
have thed the moft baneful influence
on the exiftence of the othet.

To decide on, or affix the charaétet
of the Hindoo, {rom the point of view
1n which he is now beheld, would be in
fome degree tantamount to an attempt
of conveying to the mind an exaé
idea of antient Greece, from the mate-
rials now prefented by that wretched
country.

The difquifition of the man of
philanthropy, andwho has thaken off
the fetters of prejudice, will be far
different ; he will ‘enjoy an heart-felt
pleafure in contributing his aid tos
wards difpelling the mortifyng cloud,

which
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which hath long inveloped the hiftory
of the Hindoo.

This candid inveftigator will carry
him back to that =ra of grandeur
which his eountry enjoyed in her day
of profperity, and there hold him out
for the infpection and information of
mankind ; the generality of whom,
whether from motives of contempt or
habits of indolence, have acquired but
a trivial and a very incorreét know-
ledge of thisantient people.

It will then be feen, that the genius
of the Hindoos was' fo happily led .on,
and their bent of difpofition fo aptly
regulated and attempered” by the rules
eftablithed for the' performance of
their feveral occupations and profef-
fions, that we are forcibly induced to

H enters
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entertain a moft refpeétable opinion of

the equity of their laws and the wif-
dom of their government.

A precifion, which eradicated the
idea of an error, prefcribed to them
their refpective duties in the ftate and
in fociety, and wholly precluded any
one {feét from infringing on the privi.
leges of another.

The Bramin, was invefted with un-
controlable power in all matters of re-
ligion; he became the invariable me-
dium, through which the three infe-
tior clafles addrefled their God ; he was
alfo the fole repofitory and difpen-
{er of {cience, and to his care and abi-
lity was intrufted the education of
youth.

The
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"The importance of thefe offices muft
have given to the Bramin great {way
in a community, where the attaining
at a knowledge of the mode of wor-
thip from its inexpreflible variety of
ceremony, becomes a tafk of arduous
labbr, and wheré at the fame time it
is deemed an obligation indifpenfably
incumbent on the Hindoo for his fu-
ture welfare, that he be well verfed
in the performance of the rites of his

religion.

Thefe employments were judged of
{ufficicnt magnitude to occupy the
ftudy' and attention of the Bramin,
and he was ftriétly prohibited from
engaging in any temporal concern.

The authority of exercifing every
fun&tion of royalty feems to have
devolved, without a referve, on the

H 2 Chittery
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Chittery or Rajah, and his poflef-
fions were held hereditary in the line
of legitimate male primogeniture.

The younger branches of this race
had commands in the army beftowed
on them, and they were commonly
entrufted with the charge of the forts
and the ftrong holds of the country.

The occupation of a merchant, with
the tranfadtion of every fpécies of
traffic, was delivered over to the
Bhyfe or Banijam, and it was declated
unlawful for the other tribes to en-
gage in any branch of commerce.

‘The hufbandman, the artifan, the
common {oldier and the labourer,
compofed the fooder, or the fourth caft
of the Hindoos, and each of thefe

refpective
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refpeétive  profeflions was ftrongly
gua}ded againft encroachments.

Thus diftin&ly arranged and on the
fevereft penalties, interdiéted from any
extraneous mixture or the admiffion
of profelytes, the Hindoco government
acquired an uniformity and a vigor,
the natural refult of its happy prin-
ciples.

Were an analogy afcertained between
the mythology of the Hindoos and
the Egyptians, very perceptible traces
of which prefent themfelves, it may
then become a matter of doubt, which
people for the greateft fpace of time
have been the moft polithed and en-
lightened.

From the adduétions which I have
brought forward, for the explanation

of
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of fome of the moft effential tenets of
the mythology of the Hindoos, and for
the general demonftration of the an-
tiquity of that nation, it may appear
to you, that I maintain the dotrine
of Egypt’s having received a pottion
of her ftock of fcience and religion
from India.

With a deference to popular opi-
nion, but without the prepofleffed de-
termination of fabricating a fyftem and
adapfing ‘to it partial arguments,
cautioufly felefted for its fupport, I
will confefs to you, that I am a fol-
lower of the belief.

One faét, amongft fome others, has
afforded me a fatisfa&bry proof of
the high antiquity of the Hindoos,
as a civilized nation, and marks the

ftrongeft
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firongeft difapprobation of any foreign
intercourfe.

‘They are forbidden to crofs the
river Attoc, the name of which, in
many diale&s of their language, {ign
nifies prohibition, and fhould they
pafs this.boundary, they are imme-
diately held unclean, and in the ftri&
fenfe of their religious law, forfeit their
rankin the tribes they may beclaffed in.

It is not, therefore, reafonable to
fuppofe that any part of a people, un-
der this reftriétion, and who feem to
have been fo centred in themfelves, as
to pofitively rejet the admiffion of
profelytes, would have emigrated into
a diftant country, and bring from
thence a fyftem of religious worfhip.

Let



( 56 )

Let me conclude this comparative
review with obferving, that—When
we {ee a people who were poffeffed of
an ample ftock of fcience and well
digefted rules, for the proteétion and
improvement of fociety, and who pro-
fefled a religious creed, whofe tenets
confift of the utmoft refinement and
variety of ceremony, and at the fame
time, obfervé, amongftother Afiatic na-
tions, and the Egyptians of former
times, but partial diftributions of this
knowledge, law and religion, weare led
to entertain a fuppofition—that the
proprictors of the leffer have been fup-
plied from the fources of the greater
fund.

1f the pofitions which I have ftated,
are thought to convey reafon, they will
afford greater pleafure tothe man of
curious
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curious ftudy than thofe unfubftantial
and confufed chronological proofs,
which are often framed as they may
moft commodioufly accord with' {ome
favorite Hypothefis.

Amongft the Hinddos, martiage¥,
when it can be performed with any
degree of conveniency, is deemed a re-
ligious duty of an indifpenfable na-
ture; anditisbelieved, that propagating
fpecies in that ftate, entitles parents
to fingular marks of divine favor.

% This word, in the Sumfcrit language, figni-
fies pleafure. The Hindoos in common ufage
have but one wife, and when this rule is deviated
from, it is confidered as an indecency. There is
a fet of mendicants, called Joquees or Byraghees,
who live in a ftate of celibacy; but it is nota nu-
merous one,

) They..



¢ 58 )

They fhew a difapprobation of celi-
bacy by many marks of opprobrium
and {corn ; and, I have frequently ob-
ferved, that when a Hindoo has been
afked if he was a married man, he has
appeared difconcerted, and athamed at
the faét obliging him to anfwer in
the negative, and immediately attri-
buted the caufe of his fituation to fome
particular misfortune.

Itis to this inftitution, which is fo
{trongly recommended, and from a
ftigma being affixed on the non-obedi-
ence to it, I may fay, even enforced—
that the generally great population of
Hinduftan, and its {peedy recovery
after the calamities of war and famine,
mult be largely afcribed.

The
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The ‘entire {yftem of the domeftic
ordinances and ceconomy of the Hin-
doos, is founded on a ftrong, yet a
fimple bafis, out of which arife effeéts
the moft happy in themfelves, and
powerfully operative in uniting the
leading bonds of fociety.

From the eftablifhed laws and ufage
of the country, the wife depends for
the enjoyment of every pleafure, as
well as for the mére ordinary accom-
modations of life, on the immediate

exiltence of her hufband.

It becomes her invariable intereft to
preferve his health, and her happinefs
is abfolutely centred on his living o

an old age.

On the demife of the huiband, his
wife, literally, devolves into a caput

Ia mortunm,
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mortuum, {he cannot marry again.
the 1s deprived of 3ll confequence in
the family, and is divefted of every
mark of ornament and diftintion,

‘Thereare certain religious ceremo-
nies not lawful for her to perform ;
and, in fome inftances, fhe is held un-
clean ; but, on all occafions, after her
hufband’s death, the widow is claffed
"in the houfe asa flave, or a menial

feyvant.

Amongft the three firft cafts of
Hindoos, where the idea of honour
is more refined, and is oftentimes
ca;*ried to an extreme, rather than
fuffer this gradation, by which every
female attradtion is extinguifhed, and
the women themfelves reduced to the
joweft degree of mortification, on the

pretence
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pretence of matrimonial affection, they
frequently devote themfelves on the
funeral pile of their hufbands.

In addition to the dread of fo degraded
a ftate of humiliation, the widow, on
the other fide, is told by the Bramins,
that in confequence of performing this
aé of heroifm, fhe will partake of the
moft exquifite future joys, and that
her progeny will become the imme-
diate charge of the deity,

Though the iffue of fuch a refolution
muft forcibly affeét the feelings of hu-
manity, yet as it would appear to ori-
cinate in a principle, tending to
ftrengthen a falutary domeftic policy,
it ought not to be haftily condemned
as a cuftom wholly cruel and mnjuft.

Con-
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Conformably to the ftate of domei-
tic {ubordination, in which Hindoo
women are placed, it has been judged
expedient to debar them from the ufe
of letters.

The Hindoos invariably hold the
language, that femalc acquired accom-
plithments are not neceffary ; whether
for the purpofe of contributing to a
woman’s own happinefs, or for pre-
ferving that decorum of charaéter, and
fimplicity of manners, which alone
can render her ufeful or amiable in

the eftimation of her family.

They urge, that a knowledge of
literature would have an injurious ten-
dency in drawing 2 woman from her
houfehold cares, and would conduce
to give her a difielith te thiofe offices

n
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in which are centered the only fatis-
fa&tion and amufement that fhe can
with propriety and an obfervance of
rectitude, partake of; and fuch is
the force of cuftom, that a Hindoo
woman would incur a fevere reproach
were 1t known, that fhe could read
or write,

" The dancing girls, whofe occupa-
tions are avowedly devoted to the plea-
fures of the public, are on the con-
trary educated in moft branches of
learning, with the utmoft care, and
are minutely inftruéed in the know-
ledge of every attraction and blandifh-
ment which can operate in communi-
cating the moft refined pleafures.

You
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You will be pleafed to obferve, that
thefe women are not obliged to fhelter
themfelves in private haunts, or are
they, on account of their profeflional
condu&, marked with any opprobious
ftigma.

They compofe a particular clafs of
the fociety they may have been ori-
ginally attached to, and enjoy the
declared proteftion and fanétion of
government, for which they are af-
fefled according to their feveral capa-

cities.

No religicvs ceremonies or feftival
of any kind is thought to be performed
with the order requifite, unlefs ac«
panied with dancing girls, and it is
ufual for them on a fixed day in the
week to attend at the court of the
prince or governor of the diftriét,
’ either
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either to make their obeifance, or ex«
hibit fome entertainment,

And as a compénfation for {uch fer-
vices, they are endowed with certain
grants of government lands.

An Hindoo family, is implicitly
governed by the male fenior in it, to
whom there is thewn every token of
reverence and refpeét..

A {on will not fit in the prefence of
his father without an exprefs defire,
and in his deportment and converfa-
tion obferves to him the moft affec-
tionate behaviour,

In the courfe of my refidence in
India, and acquaintance with the Hin-
doos, Ihave known but few inftances
of female incontinence, amongft their

K married
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married women, and not one of direét
undutifulnefs to parents.

I cannot avoid obferving, alfo, in
this place, that I never heard of a
Hindoo free-thinker, and that their
moft illuftrious characters, and men
of the world, fuch as Scindia, Nanah
Purnawees* &c. believe the tenets of
their doérine with as much fincerity,
and pradtife tHe moft minute cere-
mony with as much {crupulous at-
tention as the fimpleft peafant in their

country.

* Eminent Mhahrattah chiefz.

Extra®
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Extralt of a Letter written at

Kachmire, April, 1783.

"T " HE religion which prevails in

thefe pérts*, is that of Brimhah,
and as I have alrea&y in a fmall fketch
endeavoured to throw fome light on
that ancient amd curious {yftem of
worthip, I will now pafs it over, with
an offer of prefenting thofe remarks to
you fhould you ever be difpofed to read
them,

There does not exift a greater dif-
ference in the manners of the inha-
bitants of thefe mountains, and the
people of your quarter, than ‘generally
does between high and low landers of
the {fame nation.

Ka2 I took

The meuntiins at the head of the Punjab,
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I took notice of two ufages, which
feem peculiar to thelc mountaineers,
that of not f{having the beard, and
embracing ; this ceremony is performed
by inclining the head over the left
thoulder of the party embraced, andis
never ufed more than one time at 3
meeting.

‘The cuftom of permitting the beard
to grow, proceeds, perhaps, from a
certain ferocity and roughnefs imme-
diately incident to their fituation, and
predominant in the difpofition of all
mountaineers ; which, prompts them
in different modes to fhew their dif~
dain and contempt of the fofter and
more luxuriouss manners of their low
country neighbours,

TL{‘
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‘The embracing over the left thoul-
ders "only, take its nfe, I would
conjeéture, from the defire of having
the right hand at liberty in cafe of
danger,

‘The women have bright olive com-
plexions, are pretty, and moft delicate-
ly thaped,

There is a pleafing freedom in their
manners, which without having any
tendency to immodefty, or feeming to
arife from habits of licentioufnefs,
ftrikes you, as the fimple refult of that
unlimited confidence which the Hindoo
hufbands in general repofe in their
wives,

I have known the women to ftop in
the way, though a pot of water ':.3
been on their heads, and conver 7 re-
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fervedly with paffengers, dire&ing
them with great good nature and civi-
lity in the right road, or communicat-
ing to them any other common infoy-
mation.

Their drefs I think, is agreeable
and decent, confifting of a petticoat
with a border, commonly of a different
colour, and a clofe jacket, which
comes half way down the waift, and,
from the bottom of the fore part of
it, drops ‘a loofe ftomacher, which
reaches to the girdle, |

. Their hair, whichis held by them in
as high an eftimation as that beautiful
ornament can be regarded by our gayeft
weftern females, is plaited and inter-
woven wirth black filk or cotton

(trings,
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ftrings, ‘which falling down the back,
‘almoft {fweeps the ground.

‘Over this drefs, they throw in a
moft becoming and graceful fafhion,
a veil, which feldom touches, but ne-

ver wholly conceals the face.

‘The women of the principal people
are kept in Zinanahs, as amongft the
Muflulmen, and this practice exifting
in a country*, were little danger is to
be apprehended from the infpection of
foreign vifitants, affords fome reafon
of believing, that the conéealing cer-
tain ranks of women has been a cuf-
tom eftablithed amongft the Hindoos,
previoufly to the date of any Maho-
metan government, in Hinduftan.

1T
* Mountainous and difficult of accefs.
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It was omce my opinion that the
Hindoos, adopting the ufage of. their
Muffulman conquerors—who deem fe»
males in the iffue of war a lawkul
prize, had fecluded them from-public
view.

Biit feeihg thefe mountaineers pracs
tifing the fame mode, and knowing
alfo that the Mhahrattahs, who are:
an independent. psople, and. confe-
quently free from the apprehenfions,
which the: conquered.Hindoos may en-
tettain, ufe Zinanahs fer their- women-
of rank ; I ath induced to think, that
this cuftom did prevail in India before
the zra-of ‘tehe Mghometan invafion.

At the fame time, were I to hazard

an opinion on fome of the manners of
the
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the Hindoos from their hiftory; the
beft of which, I am to obferve, is ravel-
led in a mazé of obfcurity and fable, I
would fay, that the Hindoos in former
times, did not confine any claffes of
thelr women.

But as their manners from the great
inflix of Wealth and luxury amongft
them became lefs fimple, though they
are a people who have undergone fewer
changes than any other, that the
Princes of the‘country pf'dduced, this
innovation for the purpofe of impref-
fing in the minds of their fpbje&s, an

awe ard ToRpect For then Fmilies.”

In the different relations of the in-
carnations of Vyfinou, and i the hif-
tory of their zntient Prinfes; It is feen,

L that
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that at thofe periods, the Hindoo
women had an unreftrained admiffion
into the aflemblies of men, and often-
times poflefled great {fway in them.

In the hiftory of Ram, who, you
know, my dear fir, made a great figure.
on earth, I have met with-a paffage,
which may ferve to illuftrate this pofi-
tion, and trace alfo to a high fource, a
mode of trial hitherto -pra&ifed - in
Europe.

I will premife, with informing you,
that Sree Mun Narrain,. the Grand
Deity of the Hindoos, together with
his indivifible affociates, the Mhah
Letchimy and the Snake, with the
view of correéting certain evils and
abufes which at that time had de-

| ranged’
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ranged the terreftrial {yftem, found it
expedient to perfonify human be-
ings.

Narrain, acccordingly, took on him
the form of Ram, a renowned foldier,
Letchimy became his wife, under the
name of Seetah Devee, and the Snake
was transformed into the body of a
Letchimun, the brother and conftant
attendant of Ram.

Under this defignation, thefe per-
fonages mixed freely in all human fo-
ciefies, nor is there the leaft: mention
made in-any *pass:.sf sthe . hiftory
of Seetah’s.»havin’g- been reftricted from:
an admiffion to them.

On the contrary, fhe is reprefented
as bearing a part on every occafion;
L where
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where it might have been proper for
her fex to appear. .

A {ervice of a dangerous nature re-
quired, that Ram fhould leave Seetah
behind him, and the party being then
in a defart, fhe was configned to the
charge of Letchimun, until Ram might
return.

Seetah and her compamop ;emamed
‘fome time in perfeét fecurity and quxet
when a famed magician, led on do,ubt-
lefs by the devi], who is ever an the
watch to draw aftray the ladies, came
that way, faw Scetah, and became
deeply enamoured with her,

This fubtle man having difcovered,
perhaps, by his fpells and incantations,
that the eyes of women are the {oon-

et enfnared, contrived that a bird
of
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of a moft brilliantly = beautiful plu-
mage, {hould fly full in the fight of
Sectah.

This horrid experiment had the de-
fired and the completeft effect ; for the
deluded fair one inftantly conjured
Letchimun, by every thing he could
hold dear, by the affection he had for
her, by the refpeét he bore to Ram,
to procure for her the charming bird.

Letchimun was.-amazed and. much
troubled at this entreaty: he endea-
vored to expoftulate on the eminent
danger of quittiggs her in fo perilous
; fituation. .

- He pointed out to her, in the moft
lively language, the certainty of incur-
ring the fevereft difpleafure of Ram,
for a breach of his orders; and, in

thort,
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fhort, he urged every argument which
‘a regard for his own charaéter, or her
fafety, could fuggeft.

~The dazzling hues of this bird had
taken fuch ample pofleffion of the
mind of Seetah, that there did not re-
main in it one unoccupied fpace for the
reception of Letchimun’s.advice.

She muft poflefs this objeét of her
withes, or the thould become the moft
miferable-of women; and, on the re-
peated denial of Letchimun to comply
with her defire, blinded by the difap-
poiritment of her fondeft hopes, andt
hurried on by a burft of rage, fhe ac-
cufed Letchimun of the defign of fe-
ducing her, and alledged that as the
only reafon of his diflike of leaving
her.

The



C 79 )

This accufation convincing Let-
chimun of the inefficacy of his argu-
ments, and the neceflity of an acqui-
efcence, he immediately went in queft
of the bird ; but, previoufly to his de.
parture, he drew a magic circle around
the fpot where Seetah remained ; and
told her, while fhe continued within

that {pace, that no misfortune could
betide her.

Letchimun had no fooner gone,
than the plotting necromancer, affum-
ing the appearance of an old and a
very infirm man, in a languid and a
deeble mannet “#pproached #ear the
place where Seetah ftood, and through
excefs of weaknefs, he feemed bbliged
to extend himfelf on the'ground. -

He befought her, in an affeting and-
a pitiable tone of voice, to adminifter

to
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to him a little water to allay his thirft,
and to recruit an almoft exhaufted
ftrength.

The tender hearted, but - ill-fated
Seetah felt the full force of the prayers
of a diftrefled old man, and with a bo-
fom overflowing with the effufions of
humanity and benevolence, unmind-
ful of her own happinefs, the ftepped
beyond the prefcribed bound, and fell
that inftant into the power of her be-
trayer. .

Here the ftory fets- forth, what
would but little contribute to my cre-
dit to relate, or your amufement to be
informed of ; it only now concerns
me to make mention, that after Ram
hadrecovered Se8tah, heordered, forthe
removal of every fufpicion in his own

breaft,
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breaft, and for effeétually fhutting the
mouth of Slander, that the fhould un-
dergo the ordeal trial,

Seetah, cager to banith the moft la-
tent doubt from the mind of her
Lord, and anxious to exhibit to the
world fo public a teftimony of her
purity, heard the mandate with plea-
fure ; and, without any thew of dread,
walked over the burning iron; but
the feet of Seetah fays the hiftorian,
being thed with innocence, the fcorch-
ing heat was to her as a bed of

flowers.

Pardon me, my friend, for thus in~
truding on you this eaftern tale,
which would be altogether a trifling one,
did it not tend to indic#e, that the

M Hindoos
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Hindoos had a knowledge of the or-
deal trial, at, doubtlefs, a very early
period, and that in thofe ages it would
feem their women of the firft 1 rank ap-
peared in public.

The fame ufe may be made of this
ftory, as that which is contained in the
Arabian Nights entertainment, where
amidft the olio of talifmans, genii
and devils, you are énablelto extraét
juft repuefentations of the manners
and difpofitions of the people.

As 1 have thus far entered into a
{ubject, which has often excited my
curiofity, I will, with your permifiion,
plOCECd fogexx,hat farther, and recite
to you & cirgumftasice which may affift
in corroborating my belief, that the

Hindoo women of rank, conformably
to
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to anclent. ufages, and to {fome now
exifting, were not wholly fecluded
from the fight of men.

When a young woman of the Rajah
or the Royal Race, was marriageable,
or fuppofed to poffefs an underftanding
difcrimination of choice, {lye was con-
duéted into an apartment, where there

were many yquths of her own fex af-
fembled, and defired to fele& the per-
fon the mﬁaﬁng to her.

She performed the ceremony, of de-
claring her fentiments, by throwing a
wreath of flowers over the neck of the
favored young man, who, if the lady
fhould have been agreeable to him,
was efteemedBrer$utBre hufband.

This
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This rule, I have been informed, is
obferved at this day in Tanjore, where
I refided fome little time, and received
the intelligence from a Mharattah
Bramin, who had an employment at
the Rajah’s court.

"The aforégoing opinions, my friend,
1 have freely given you, and I am to
intreat, that youwill as freely diffecky
and analyfe them.; taking fuch parts
as may appear to you founded on rea-
fon and natural principles, and rejeéting
fuch as may fee@yague or dictated by

fancy. e s e
"1‘&5‘&!\ Bantd « 4 Lt :9;.5.
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