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Frox time to time various published Reports have communicated a-
considerable amount of information respecting the history and the in-
ternal economy, the progress and prospects of the Missions in Tinne-
velly. But notwithstanding those Reports, persons residing in England
cannot have a very distinet idea either of the mature of missionary
work in this provinee, or of the nature of the difficulties connected with .
it, and the proportionate value of the rosults that have been obtained,
without more specifie mformamun respecting the characteristics and
condition of the inhabitants in their heathen state. I therefore have
thotight that a sketch of the religious and moral condition of the.
heathen population, with special reference to those castes and classes o
which the majority of our converts originally belonged, and amongst
which we continue to have most influence ; with ébservations. on theiv
social condition and mental characteristies, in so far as they affect their
nioral condition and prospeets, may enable some persons to form a.
more distinet idea of the peculiarities of this sphero of missionary
Iabour, anil tend to excite them to a more practical interest in it.

In attempting to deseribe the religious or social condition of any class
of people, it is a necessary preliminary to state who and what they are,
and in what poqmr)n they stand relatively to-other classes;- The castes
to which the gu"mr wmse"‘of the members of our native eongregas
tions helong, form: the bulk of the population in the south of Tinne--
velly ; and Dvobabl comprise a maj wity of the entire populatioxi of the
province. Ot the Chr\sfm ns the ¥ numercus eclass is eomposed of
Shanars, inclusive of the various sub-divisions and off-shoots of the
easte. The next consists of Paviars and Puilers, the hereditary slaves
of the wealthior classes; and last in the order of number follow :
Maravers, witha still smaller tion of Vel '
and other high castes, In ek
neighbourhood aceording to the
the preportion which uhc varicus castes, _\Lmomoc“ma exe cy ed, bear
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Asihe Shavars are the mosh nuierons elnss amonest the heathons i
he s ,uth enstern parts of Timevelly, and form by far the largest
. eonneekion with 1‘11» Blisstons ; and as thev have contributed
nore tL any other class fo-the formation of those peculiarities of
claracter and belief, which pervade the mass of the people in these parts
and distinguish them fromy the inhabitants of the northern districts of
Tinnevelly as well as feonr those ‘of the Northers Carnatie in general,
many of the remnrks T have to make will refer elilefly to the Shanars
and sometimes, to avoid eivcumloention, T'shall include the whole of the
10%#&*1* c}aéqes of t’he local pcpulaﬁen' under that pred&minutinfr name.
The caste of § h(m‘.rs occupies &  middle position befw cen the Vellulers
gmd ku' I’anar Sl’wes. Thetr her*chtary oeenp%man is that of cultivat.
ing aud nbing the pmlmvm‘;mlm, the j Juice of “which they hoil into s :
CoaTse. @uu'&r This is one of those occnpations which are restricted by
; Hmdu umge to membexs of a p.il‘fﬁelﬂdl‘ caste ; whilst agriculture and -
trade are open.to all.  The ma ty of the Shanars confine themselves
1o ihe hard and wear, Y hbom dppointed to their race; but a eonsider-
able’ mtmber ‘have beeome aultivators of the soil, as lgnc'bowners, or
farmer, or are engaged in tride. Thcy may in gem‘ml be deseribed as
ging to the lighest division of the Jower classes, or the lowest of
e mld(ﬂe classes ; poor, bub uot pavpers; rude and \uuettereé but by
m‘my “Eagrvem removed frona savage state. - Tn the absence of Thistori-
eal statements and: monwneﬂts, it is impossible to gain satisfctory
etm« thet orzgm ,zmd h}s‘tery of- ihe caste.. buch pam»
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vrage; and that the oflier p’mum of ﬁw ozmgrm.is, esteened a i«mw
division of the _easte, eame by sea to ﬂl& south of Lr TRVARCOLe, where

rast numbers of them are still found: and from whenee, havi ing but
little Tand of their own, they have ;nwlvm}}yi; pread themselves over
Tmnovdlv on the jnvitation of the N ‘{dgwi mm othor propnemrs vt
Tand 3 who, without {he. heip of their poo
could derive but Little profit from their “im

elise: forost -of' paimvra.

Some.of these enngmmm have prohabfv takon place since the Clris-
tian eva. And it is asserted hy-the ‘*Vrmn Chmmm oi Trav*meore
tfmt one portmn of the tnbe, ﬂm 11 aver ,.i ' :

fwm Cﬂlon. ate Hindus not of the Bp‘ m*zmcai but: ot .ﬂll\ ‘flamn or

: ,a.bormnal race': the inhabifants of the’ northcm ‘coast of Clylon ’bcmw :
themselves TamuLauxsv—the descendants, cither of early Tamil colo-
nists, or of the marauding bands of Cholas who are said’ rcpca‘fed
1o have made irruptions into Cevlor bot‘x bc"o*e and after the Chds- -
tian era.

The Shanars of Ceylon, who are considered “as formir mg tbe pax'ent
sloek, now oecupy a more respectable pcmuon in the social seale than
any of the. off-shools of ‘the caste.. - Bul it is pmbable th'mt they have:
rigen in vmhmtxon ﬁn'uuah the example. m:\d influence of the higher
_castos. amongst whon: they, hve, and that' the' Sﬁamrs of Tinnevelly,
forming the bull of the population in their various scttlements and
~having few dealings with any other claaa, may be efmsxdertd as notain.
“ng ihmr original con&mon, and ‘as still representing the religlous and
sovial state of the entire family prior fo its ?p'tr,mon and dispersion,

=In descubm,_, o the. reh:;oua Dbelief” and moral condition of the Sh"tmr-s, :
and . other inferior castes in Tinnevelly connected with them or infin- -
enced by them; it is not my intention 1o rofer io those plemﬁmm.
passions, and practices which charasterize Shanevs snd Pariars in eo
mon with =il unvegenerate men.  They arve “ by nature children of
weath,” and have inherited a corrupted nature “even as ofhers:” con-
3 uemi',f in the Jove of evil and the dislike of gooil, in weakness of
piineiple and strength of passion, we shall find the main features of
theiv character exemplified whevever fallen men ave fownd. I shall ve-
striet m v observations to those particulars iu which their religlous and
moral condition appears. to diffor fromn that of sther classes of people in
this or wiher countries. © Al ke shieep have gone asty

K
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one, it s snid © adh turs cd to big own way ) and some advantage md
werest may be found in consideving the eharscieristies of ‘le very
peculiar phase of evror whi&h ob{'u.ius i# tlis provinee,

]
I Tup anaxos OF THE bl‘[ANAR:

1t duc= 10t throw much hn'ht upon the 8 Shanar rehgmn fﬂ desmbe it
as n form of Hinduism. Itis no doubt equaily deserving of the name
with most of the religions. of India; but as those religions are not only
mulhfmm, but mutually opposed, the uss of the common term * Hindu-
ism” is liable to mislead. It isfruc that cortain general theosa;ﬂnc ideas
are- suppo;ed to pervade all the. Hindu systems, and that theoretical
umﬁy is said to lurk beneath pra(ﬂ,uai chverqlty.» ‘But this representa-
tion, though in some degree correct, is strictly. applicable only ‘o the:
mystical or metaphysxm\l systems.l Prac‘cmaﬂy, tlie Hindu religions have
few ideas and but. few praclices in’ common ; and the vast majority of
their votaries would be indignant at the supposition that their own reli-
gion, and the detosted heresy of their opyonenia, are after all-one. :m& ’
the samo. ~ Be {his as it may, Missionarios have to deal, fiot with p}u-
“losophieal amlomes or dead antiquities, but with the living and active
: rehg,mns of the heathen world,  Their business is with the superstitions
~and pracaces of the heathen amongst whom they live, and with the
opmmns and loeal legends on which those superstitions ave fonnded, ac-
i mr&mg #0 the statement of the people themselves.. Acting on this prin-
: : anameq cannot Lonmder Hmchmm d‘w om homom*nous reh»

s ma,t in mamy @uses
e deities. that presme



large, whose rehgmn is ome. of o})servancea and dzstmcuw sxgns, and
with whom the. beauty of an obsewame is its restriction to & partienlar
loeality and its conlraviety to rival observances, I have thought' it
necessary to make this preliminary observation, because many seem fo-
“iihagine that the nations of India possess but one religion ; “that the
character of the various Hindu races, their super&tmons and prejudives,
are-every where the same ; that the bcst way to propag‘x’cc Ghmatmmty :
-in one part of Indiz must be the best. way: every. ‘where ; and that the
Missionary has every whre: the same a,rgumez.i,s to. refntc, and the
same - difficulties to- encounter. Ma,ny & person who Ims derived his
ideas of Hinduism from some particnlar school of Hindu mi 'aphysms,
or from the doctrines and rites considered as orthodox in  particular
locality, has imagined - himself acquainted with the Whole sukg}ect*,
W;threds e has-become acquainted with only one phase of ‘Hmdmsm :
-and in other parts of India, amongst races of a diff rent origin . and ,
speaking & different tongue, would probubly. find the same system either
“quite unknown, or considered horetical. For msm»u,*whc has nob
heard of Vedantism ? and what Missionary coming out to India has not-
felt some misgivings as 1o the result of his first contvoversy with Vedan-
tist Brahmans? Yet in Tinnevelly, amongst'a population of more than
$00,000 souls, I think I may assert with safety that there are not to be
found eight individuals who know so much of Vedantism as may be
picked up by an European student in an hour from the per_usa.l of any -
Buropean tractate on the subject. And though T ¥ 0. dou'bt but
thal some persons may-be found in Tinnevelly who pmfcss the Aysystcm,
I have not'yeb myself met with, or heard of-a smgle persen who is sup-_
posed to profess it 4 & whole, much less undcrs%:and it. “Onthe othi or
hand thero arve certain facts and truths proper to- Chmswmty, Epty
the doctrine of onr redemptmn by saerifice, which are pccuhaﬂy offen-
sive to some ‘of the Bralimanical sects, and are supposed to be, oﬁ'enswc
to the Hindu mind every wheve, but which convey no offence in Tinto-
velly; where the shedding of blood in-sacrifice and the substitutmn of .
life £ for life are ideas with ‘which the people are ﬁrmﬂxar :

Ttis necesaary to remember that mauy connamc’m*‘y urecés ;
noted by the common term Hinduism, in order to understand: the ro-?
ligious condition of the lower castes in Tinnevelly. {The Shanars, thou"h
not of the Brahmanical or Sanscrit-speaking race, are as truly Hindus as:
are any class in India. Nevertheless their connection with the Bra}
manical systems of dogmas and observ ances, commonly &ebcmﬁeﬁz int
mass a8 Hinduism, is so small ‘that they may be considered as
of o diffevent religion. It may be true fx.a’r the Brtummnﬂ Emv'
od a place in their Pantheon, or l’anzunwn.um. for i

~even for aboriginal demons; but-in this the polic:
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v.:nmgmud rather than the diserimivation of philosophers, or the ox-
vlusiveness of honest believers.

I shall now endeavour to ilfustrate the relizious condition of (e
 Shanars by giving some account of their ereed and ohservances,

1. Tae Smawiz Ipess reseecrize vHE Divise Doiye,

Tt is not easy to determine whether it is part of their religious system, *
or not, to believe that there is a God, the creator of all things and the
yuler of the world. I-think the most that can be said is. that there ave

iz es-amonget them of a vagwe, traditionary beliel in the existence of
God. Christianity has been embraced by so many persons of this elass,
~and has beeome so extensively known, that wnmixed, unmodified hea-
 thenism can now rarely be met with amongst them. When Christians
and heathens live together in the same village, and the children of both
elasses attend the same school, Christian expressions and even Clristian
ideas become common property. The names, titles, and attributes of
+God of which Christians are accustomed to speak, are not unfrequently
transferred to the use of some heathen divinity, or some old, indistinet
abstraction ; and on entering into conversation with the more inteli-
gent and Tess bigotted heathens, you will find thew ropresenting as
entertnined and confessed hy every one naturally, teuths which they
themselves or ‘their parents learned from their Christian neighbours,
Henco,: though atmost every Shanar you meet will more or less explicit-
iowledge the existence of one supreme Giod and His ereation and
of '9211 things, it may ju‘eﬂy 1;9 aﬂimmd that this ack‘nowicdtr-




* Lord ;" and if you ask mho this Lord is, or what 3g-his nnme, they
seem puzzled to know what fo reply. = Again, when sadden punish-
ment overlakes- a. wicked ‘man, it is. g:enemlly '-a,tmbutecl noboto a
devil, or to any divinity bearing a proper name. but fo ¢ the I«orxL”v
Monstrous births and prodigies are also aseribed to his will, with
an unphed ‘but. so far as 1. know, uuexpmssed ackﬁawledgmmh
that ‘he is also the author ef the ordinary course of nature, When
& child- dies, they niay mmtehmes be heard sbusing. Jhim whom they call
“ Ruler” and ‘¥ Lord” for lis want of mefey or blinduess fn slaying
their child ; and hence'it may be supposed, by achar ab constwctwn,
thiat they consider hiny asthe aulhor of life., scanty fach
the only traces I bave met with- of 2 lwhef i
apart fwm Bmhma.mcwl legends, and the: mﬂuenct. of € tianity,
Wherever Chrmmamty has been introduced, this so fmportant article of
belief becomes speedily o settled element in even the. heathen's creéd,
The.mind, not pr e-ecuupu,d by an opposing tradition, ab onco gives its
assent to a doctrine so0 ‘pre-eminently reascnable. When he has to
chivose between the erveation of the world by asupreme mind and its
ineansed etcrnal emsteuc > eVen thc: entatored Shana.r '~doe'sﬁ_zmi;' ‘hesi'—' :
tate long. -~ G : : R : e

The Sh‘nmra nommally acknowlodcre as doitms somc of the most e
nowned of the gods of the. BrahmcxmcaT myt,holcmea, but gencrally -
speaking they know only their names, and a fow popular myths in which
they figure as heroos.  And, with the exception of ‘one solitary case 1
have mot diseovered ﬂw Teast vcsmge of their acquaintance with the Pan-
theistic notion, o p i mth the Ta,mxl pocts, uhaf; Gotl isan a]l-per-
udmtr essénce without i %

N obmthstandmg their tr'
B asserted that, pr a.ctxca

ﬁ;om,l“us,p Qf then name of, one G.o.d; it may
; the Shanars are destitute of ‘the helief in
God’s § existence; and that their only real faith is in demonolatry. - E}J\ey
do not sevrn to have received fron the 'ﬂttnerb any distinet tm&man of
God's creation of the world or government of it:- “They make 1no allasion.
to Mis Omnisvience, except. when “an oath for confirmation i isan end
of all strife.”  They are never heard to bpoak of His wondrqus works,
or of the g,!onous honor of His Ma}osiy - Literally; thoy are withont
(xod in the world.” This beautiful world; so fall off divine phu%npiw,
i to them a meve mass of dead matter, without & mmd ora hearl:
Hence it is that when heathen ﬁhamms contie in contact with Clu’
tiang, the doctrine of the real existence of a Suprcme Beiny A
aetual qupr.-xmtenhme c\f the-world, i€ one of the firsh thmvT“
unmﬂ ‘mamvum uurp*ruse I\‘ wmm vew m tbm‘ e&rﬁ . but

IL.,
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Native Cheistians in thelr intercourse with heathens, which af first <ight

scems so illogical, has some practical foree In it, considering the persons
to whom it is addressed.  Their argument is after this sort t—ihere is g
God, and all things have been made by God, and thevefove the Chris.
tian religion is the only irue one. I have often been present when ihis
argument was used; and the heathens seemed as mnuch puzaled for an
answer; asthe Christian was t Lm_phzu

2.—Tae SEANAR IpEAS RESPECIING & FUTURs SmaTe.

It sometimes happens, however inconsistently, that heathen tribes
who are ignorant of the existence of a great first canse, or mxpm’ﬂ_vﬂv
'perbuaded of His ‘existence, believe in the life of the soul afier death.
But in the case of the Shanars T have not observed this inconsisteney. So
faras 1 have been able to learn, it does not appear to me that bduf in
‘the conscious existence of every human soul after death, much less be-

z a state of mW&rdq and pumshmﬂn ts hereufter, forms any part of
the Shanar ereed. The only thing bordering upon (his belief which I
“have nohcec‘t is the popu}a,r: superstition upon which demonolatry is
fmmded W’hen a per on has died a sudden, untintely, or \'@iruly dey 1111,»
espeemlly if th, ha& been remarkable for erimes or violence of temper in
his-life tine, it is {‘rchenﬁy supp(m\d that his spivit haunts the plaee
Wherc ]JlS body hes, -or wanders to and fro in the neighbourhood. Tf
I > smlplv stpposed to be the soul or disembodied mind of
%E watho uf any mmenal .ﬂiom’cmn in its attmlmtcs, the iduz _

,he bodv dzes, is the general rule, and
130111’&,“ an ot,msmnas exeeptie-l, l.zmt vu
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or known, except by these 'Wh(v re mnnluw witle ehe'phmsec}ugy aﬁe}m
ed by Christians.

Through the prevalence of Brahmanical ideas and rites amongst the
higher classes of the Tamil people, and the partial imitation he
usages of those classes by the wealthier 311&1131‘3, a few. ﬂ:mgs e occa.—

sionally observed which might be mistaken for traces of a belief in the
immortality of the soul. For instance; the ceremonies perfomedmbeh&k
of the deud ave connected with the belief in their continued existence.
But such ceremonies arc,,performad only by a few of the more aspirving
Shanars, who like to imitate the manners of the higher castes 5 and the
Brahmanical origin of the ceremonies themsekres is historically % xnown. .
" Again, some of the wealthier and more educated Shanars may_appear
to hold the Bmhmamcal doctrine of the transmigration of souls; buk
their belief in it. is merely nominal, and. only exhibited in half-ear- |
~nest.. For instance, when a man is about 1o utter an enormm 8 lie; ke
will “ay with & knowi ing ’lOOL “if what T am going to teu he not trae,
may I be born a maggot.” The beliel goes no further ; and expressions’.
o{' this kind ave not heard amongst the mass of ‘unchanged, unsophisti-
cated Shanars, whose ideds of the existence of the soul after death have
not taken even 80 crude a shape. -Tn so far, fJ.wrcfore, as the psycholo-
gy of the. Shanars can be aseertained, it may be asserted as their opinion -
that'in ofl ordinary eases when a man dies, he has ceased to bo: there
is an end of his T:opes and fears ; and every thmg that he wai is dlssr"
pated in the smoke of his merc—matmﬂ, or reuolved into thc earth in
which he is Lald i

The consequences of obuteratmg i‘he &cttrme of‘ a fubure swe from.
H}c oreed, of reducing man to a ‘merely material condition, and pre-
,cludmcr the beiu,f of hls beingealled to account for his : ctlm heleaﬁt o,
™y rw,d.dy be u}f .wed by the Ch;.m ion, mmvi. :

sion lh at at sleat'l iLc i :ﬂ:c,(ni' m‘m“h,;.
¥ous ohstacles in the way of theis sinceve r A:eptm:l am‘x oo ﬁtenf ;ﬁrc-
fession of Christianity, and their growth in grace: and ot unfve-
quently when their faith iz tried by some uousual dissppoiniment
or calamity, and found wanting,
“the esase of their relapse into demonolatyy. - To overy consolit
ment they muiter.in 'cpw “who has seen heaven ? ¢ W ho has seen

hell® e i

{his - hereditary materinlisra 'DI‘O‘-'E::

3.—~THE BHANAR "‘v’unbﬁn" oF Drviny

ma

itherto the mind of the Shaws wes has ap ge-nad tobea cimaq{wid,
a degert in which no trace of peligions idoss is found, T have new io
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show how this deserl has been peopled by a
visions of goblins nud demons.

aton with

- When Missionaries allude to the devil-wership prevalent fa Timne-
velly, some persous seem fo suppose that by the term © devils” we
méan the gods worshipped by the people 5 and that we style them “ de-

~4ils” Beeause their claims are opposed to those of the true God y and
becanse fallen spirits ave supposed te have been the inventors of !nc re-
livions of the heathien mnl& Tt iz thought that we use the termin a
controversial sense ; end I have known our use of it stiribuied io reli
gious: raneour nid eon sirupd into an intentlonad insuit tn the people.
But the factis, that in deseribing the pesitive portion of © religion of
the Shanars as &mﬁ-worshjp, the word ased i nob omy the most ap-
“propriaté one we know, but it exaclly earresponds with- the term used

QT

by the Shanars themselves. Inso fav as théy récognize the existence
of God, they appear to cousider Hiny as good and just; and as there
“are EGT&V‘ rrrmu pointz in the character of most of the Bralimanical’ dei- -
' ‘ hern aﬂ-mv;;wod spirits, or gods. But the demons wors
shmpe the:znse’nm and their forefuthers are considered to be beings
\mmum malidnity—bond fide fzem..* ;- and it is supposed to be ne-
w:asar} {o worship them simply and smdy beesuse they are malignant.
Con mhﬂ?, demonolatry, or devil-worship, is the only term hy whick
the ro Lgion of the Shanars ean bhé acciately: deseribed.  Whatever
beﬁf-f any-of them may have in the existence of God; they appear {o
think that, Teing good, He does not need {o be- appeased’; and even
:sueh of ﬁn Brahmanienl deitios as have obtained a place in their esteem
vored mievely with an annual festival and the com wpliment of
Bat meu' oW devm,, ‘ ln‘-nv @pm{ 5 0} & ve “v different

'”drsﬁlpoem of the
The worship of




trace o sign of the iulluence of ii*fritmmh* Erahmmvtsm w&su sue o
sce.  Demonism in one shape or ansilie -ma
nars with undlspu(,ul authority. The 5 ;
forms the religion not of a passing holid only, "but of the n'
life ;- and is that which governs their minds; - swa.} : '
'ﬁum« ess-{hipir dnr-*ctws, aml to WLzeh ﬂmy Ivar
and loss. :

18- iwrf‘omned not by every one whc p}easen. as devv L
“a particulwr class of oodra priests. A large mmomy however of the.

*devils are: of purely. Shanar or Teumil origin,- and tot&l}y unconneetcd
with Brahmanisu, S S

et sh'iﬁ oW mention somo partl.'-uhrs 1Imsi,mt1ve oE the opmmnq en-
ained re%pecﬂnfr these demons and the peeuliarities of their v*or:hlp,
‘as }f exists ab present. I shall not attempt to enter wpon a minute
-~ deseription of the system, or exemplily it by specifie: Hlustrations ;- but
shall confine myself' to the more general object of furnishing the reader
with a sketch of its salient points and more prominent: characteristics,
and helping him to form an estimate of its tendenciés and effects. My
description will thetefore apply rather 6 the génus *.demon” than (o
- any demon in particular—rather to: the points in which all diabolical
rites agree ih.m to Toeal or incidental varieties.
As has alr cady been mentioned, the majori y “of the devils are suy-
osed to have originally been haman beings ; .and the class of persons
most frequently snpposed to have been transformed into devils ave those
who lad met with a sudden or violent death, especially if they had
made themselves dreaded in their life tne: Dovils may in conse-
_ quence be either male or female, of low or high caste, of Hindu or fo-
reign lineage.  Their character and mode of fe scem to be little if at
«il modified by differences. of this nature; Al are powerful, malicious,
and interfering ; and ali ave desirous of Lloodv sacrifices and frantic
dunves.  The only differences apparent are in the structure of the tem-
plo orimage built o their lionor, the 1 insignia woin by their priests, the
minitis of the ceremonies observed in their worship, the prefevence of
the sacrific of a goat by one, ‘a hog by another, and a cock by a third,
ot in the addition of libations of srdént spirits for which Pariar demons
stipulate.” As for their abode, the majority of the devils are =1-p‘,30su1
to dwell in trees; some  wander {o and {ro, and go up and down;
in uninhubited wastes: sowe skulk in shady retreals. Sometimes
‘they take up their abode iu houses 3 and it often happens that a devil
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vitl iake & fancy Lo dispossess the soul and inlad
hv‘ viotaries ;- i which pase $he personal canseicu

*party ceases, and the sevemning, gestiowating, and prvhonizing arve sup.

sneas of the possessed

posed to be the demon’y acts.

Frvery malady however teivial i3 supposes
to be inflicted by a devil, and a saerifice is »e
bt the unusaal severity or continuanee of any dis
of symptoms which are notrecerded in the physician’s shastra, ave proofs
oCpossession. of which no Shanar ean entertain any dovht. The medical
science of so Tude & people not beiug very extensive, enxes of ungues-
{iohable possession are of frequent oecurrenice. When & woman is heard
to langliand weep ‘3,11"1'11..101* withous any adequate eause, ov shriek
and look wild when no snake or wild beast can be pereeived, what Sha-
nar cin suppose any thing but a devil fo be the cause of the mischief ?
The Native doctor, himself a Shanar, is sent for te give his advice. e
brmgb his Hbrary with him, (he ean't vead, but it is all safe in his me-
mory,}—Hhis “ complete seience of medicine in one lamdred slas
revealed by the sage Agastya to his disciple Pulastya i but in
Tecites his prescriptions; in vain he cains hard words. “As uno deserip-
tion of hysttm,al complaints is contained in his authoritics, what can he
do but decide that a devil has taken possession of the woman, and re-
coramend that o sacrifice be offered to him forthwith, with a cloth and
a white fowl to the doctor 7 Sometimes the possession takes the bhﬂpo
of & stroke of the sun, epilepsy or catalepsy, a sudden fright, mania, or
ﬂm vertigo and stupor eaused by an overfiow of bile. Bul any (wdlmly_

) whe“ it seems mvmable. 1(1 the patiens bef*ms to waste awuy,

5
sary for ifls vemoval ;
ase, or the appearance

ev axe ‘anxious to Lnow w}n’f :
> wishing and waiting for & demon 5
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-become a demon.” As soon as:the damcn ensents to- ‘eave, the-be
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e}ls them he is such and such a devil, mhum they hav« ﬁﬁgleéte&é
80 long, and he wants an ofcermc or e calls ‘himsel g
‘some deceased rela.hve, Who, as thev now learn for the ﬁrst time: iz&s‘,ii;

ing ceases 5 and nof wfrequently immediate - pvepar*z*mns are. m
for a sacrifice, as a compensation to: Ins feelx s ff)r the i ignominy
the exorcism. The possessed person: now awakes as from a slecp,
appears to have no knowledge of any thing that-has happened.

These possessions are not restricted to professed heathens. - T have
met with several cases amongst persons who hiad recently placed thems

sélves under Christian instruefion, and & few amongst native Christians

of longer standing, in which all the (;*'&ma.ry symptoms of possession, as

“recognized by Shanars, were developed. This eorresponds, I believe,

with the ¢xperience of most of the Missionaries in Tinnevelly. Theve-

“latives m such. cases do not think themselves at liberty-to: attempt to

exorcist the demon in the usual way. Accordingly the Missionaries
: have sometimes been sent forto try the effect of varopcan remedies’;’

and witre they have interfered, have generally succeeded to the peo-
ple’s satzafactmn, aswellas totheir own. Some of the possessious yield

by deozees to moral influences and alteratives; but ir in-the majority of
B vztses the most-effectual exorcism is—tartar emetie.

- Idonot say that real demoniacal possessions never oceur in heathen

Lo-.mtmes. ‘Where Satan rules without opmsmon, and ‘where behef

in'the reality and frequeney of possessions i so rfcnoval At is nutural to

-suppose that there must be some foundation for %he belief:: - Popu- -
lar delusions generally include a fact., My mind IS perfec‘ly olven to

‘receive evidence on the: subject; and.

~g‘)z‘mdem:uy ‘the number of as-
shing cases. t_mt almost every Native says ho' hnb been told of by

those who have scen them, T 1 Dad heped some day’ to witness some-

“thing of the kind myself. But T have not yet had - an - ofportuni-

~the

Cluwra, - People leay a

iy of being present where prsternatural svmptoms were &-xmbmm,
the ugh I have sought for such an opportunity for nearly lwelve vears,

ﬂm greater part of the 4 ime ina devil-worshipping community.  This

s the experience, so far as T have heard, of all- Butz:h “and- Ameri-
can Missionaries, with the exception of one dubious case Om: Gur ?
‘man brethren seem to have been more fortunate: =

The deraons especially show their powerin cases of ’{}()bSCSSxﬂn but
'y are frequently contented with inflicting minoy injuries. - Not cnly
the failure of vain, ora blight falling on he erops, bub-even the acd-
denis and diseases which: befail cattle, and-trivial ] losses-in trade, are
considered instances of .+ devil’s malevolence. - Scimetimes, agai

nons are content with frightening the iimid, withoub doi
strange ‘noise ab night ; and imm

ing any. peal
e'hai{*) :




or arcat with eyes like two lamps. In Lhc, dusk of d i) evmum devils .
h‘m, been observed in a burlal or burning ground, assuming various
:sha,pem one affer another as offen as the cyo of the ohserver is turned
away ; and they have often peen known ab night to ride across the
country on invisible horses, or glide over marshy lands in the shape
of a wandering, flickering light. In all their journeyings they move -
:ﬂono without touching the yround: their elevation above the ground
lmun proportioned 46 their rank and fmportance. . T have known a
village deserbed and’ the people afruid oven to remove the matérials
of their houses, in consequence of the porror caused by stones being -
thrown on their roofs at night by invisible hands. Demons more maliel-
ous stili have sometimes been known under cover of the night to 1".'\51,1“
combustible materials under the caves of thatehed roofs. JL\ en i the
day time, about the close of the hot seasvn, when the winds faily they
may often be seen earcering along in ihe shape of a whirl-wind, cateli-
ing up and whisking about in their Heree play overy dry stick and leaf
that Lappens to lie in thelr path, T short, the domons do mueki evil,
but no good. They often eause terror but never bestow benefils, or
‘evinee any affection for their voluries. They. must be placated by sa-
crifice because they are’so misehievouns ; but there | iy no use supplicat-
ing their favour,  If inany casothe Hopc of o )Lammb a bcne.ﬂ seem
Lo bu their vom'v s-motive in worshipping thcm, further inquiry proves
that’ 1t 1:. uhdcr the supposmou lh.xt, ihu dumou:, mahgmtv hndsv

v | Eﬂropmn lmvv 1o ]'mpun to iear 5 uml W
ar ox p"on i song tzymes‘ made-in the case of the I‘Iahcmcdm. ,
¥ W[ahamﬂaans is suppo od to be more p-’m- :

Segnrely
15' ﬂ,mre any divina-
Eumgﬁgg




;m 10 sJup m" tho demoas in W]nch a’] behevc. , In evezy nart of Ina:a

cmbln legond Mpr»cﬁ,m gobln.s .mrl t.leu' m‘zhce 2

and i fe ol eribo bribos 1o e:{empuiv ﬂw debasma' e'ifeci'; .7
it .bituﬂe% extent bv their worship of demoxns, 2 d ewaiauon Lem
= ne:x*L vrh.ch the human mind cannot ¥

5 in which the demons tro wor thppect are eomn.fmly ‘ter.n-
5’1;,’3 or devil tem;ﬂe, ; but let no one suppose from’ the
‘Lseéﬁf tLﬂ word - # ttmpk” ‘that the building possesses any ;sr(-mr»e etu-

ctensions, or inguire to what order or styleit bglor, :
*the zemples, esverinily those evected tqthf} sanguinary forms of
: ';m, mean, Lomnl_kn buildings, with an fmage ab the firther end
, But the mujovity of thé‘dov"-mhpk» aro of a stili
3 ;mmnvc ‘construction. ~ The wulls are built ne 1'Ler with slone.
mor bm’;}:; the roof is neither tcrrmccd nor tiled ‘nor ‘even thate chied ;

eseends

t)




gty dav b o penebealin,s A benp of eiaid raieed

jul & pyvami hu? d 1,-1’- anid idorued with swoaks oF white-sash

spietimes alternabing with red oclire, constitutes, in the majoity of
cases, both the temple and the demon’s iminge; and a smaller freap in
m]he w ;tl- a flat surface forms the altar. In sueh cuges o
Ctamarind; arcumbeclla free, o even a palmy-
ver l‘(‘v“ cut or {rin
: 'E"um iree .upp(m ;“f tohe ti,c (‘mvﬂ 3 uuh-

=

aede—wil gencrall

«ul bluoi ‘uu‘i cic,swwlq mnseen to juu in the ﬁ» 37 Thv dns -pyranid
i sunm‘un ol built of brick and stueeoed over ; and when thus hux’t of
coherent matum& it vises into something of {he shape of an obe-
Bk, So iy as I:h.,_‘.(' seen, the angles of the pyr wntd are made fo
_corrvzpaml with the. cardinal points, Teight rardy “xvcu}\ eipht
» ’m"xhy xt'm t‘x . ﬁvc : ’I is pyramidal obellsicis ¢ J(shuw

mation.

= Qomer'mr the wm\mﬁpe*‘s o to the ﬂxpenw of !uulmnrr walls and a
oof for the permanent geconmodation of their denon, with a porv}r for
“the musicking. ).m, devil“in ‘this'case bﬂlng of Brahmanical fincage,
. fﬂay merally erect -an image fo Lis honor, ndmitation of fheir Beah-

nexghbcrm's. bm*L ‘images vem\mﬂv ae m*d mih Hmw nons

fhw_
ware, pmu!ml W}mc to leok Lumluv in
e mmch and mstrmm-uhs of tor-




! ! cfﬂb*}%t%,
‘A pamuula,r order of men, Lut nmy be perio @v ’dx_!»e"éma
- This priest is swlsd a *“devil- daneer.”” “Usually ove of the

) }\:1 qin 1 ‘men of ihe Vlﬂage oﬁlcmtes Jll'f soma‘ﬂmes the du{v

8 vo]um

c IJ, onet. when t‘xe {m'tzes can a.ﬁb"d J But-the faxorh
so the noisiest; is that which-is called She ‘»JGW

: fof va mub myes is f':mfcnod to t‘).e fvame of a :

: iy akont
;Qa;f"f‘*‘ ‘Oz,x,yaﬂ:‘vvmy 0_ ‘and the dancer
‘nn, andiel lmrh stands still; ov nioves ahuut;
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i, oy huging

'l} st izl aftof helle and dance with :111iuk".-§ja~f i
wild, unsteady step. Suddenly the wflalws descends. There is no
O 'm;., that glare, or those frantie leaps.  He snoris, he steres; he
gyeates. ~ The demon hus now taken budily possossion of Lin: 3 and
though he retains the power of utferance and of motion, both aré wnder
emon's eontrol, und Bis separate conscicusness is in shoyance,
The byustmders signalize the event by raising a longshout attended
with o nocuh‘u' vibratory noise, cansed by the motion of the Thand and

Longie, or the tongun alone. - The dewl—damer is v mm}npys"‘t 3 3

—

of lm: &bsent rv} hvm,.xbu C\“vrmga to he. mad‘.

wm\’iu&mwnt of ms:-mxhes‘ and, in short, every thing far

which ~zu'pe-=}mmﬂ.n Tmpw Tedge is suppas&} to he available.  As the'de-
1—&mu*czt acts m i mimﬁon ‘thc part of‘ 2 mzmiae it “eqhircﬂ ‘wmm* ex-

_,mu&l(wrd vmnes r:.nd umauth gostares 5 1’;::{- ihc ms?ma

' 'bcmehmcs ﬂu, dovil- & nee and the demoniacbl cZézérvu_:;a;««;« ':wn n\'-' '
tcmpcn?vﬂ especially where the mass of the people ave peo sulizrly ad-
-dicted t<, devﬁ-w‘:vmnp, sml perfectly familiar with the various stay o
of the. coIn vgxdl cases, if o }m-son happen to feed the voui
tencemdiit of the shivering fit‘of an ague or-the vertigo of a bilious
¢, bis inimtored imagination- Leavhm hiin to think limself pos-
He t’ucn ms ays his xaeul F*om :nr‘r: 1u euh- iy ¥2s ius oyes mta

'uavm v &mmted to the orgles of devil-dancing.
evils: worshipped i3 in some distriets equal to
'nd a-every ‘u f)" mwbmp i g‘vt -
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hindranceto the perf'mmm' -of the worship.. If 213»’1‘5610114;*‘)" approach,
the dancing instantly ceases, and tho demon: cannot he prevailed upor.
to show hirigelf. ihm Tary partly arise from the idea already reforred

to, that the devil's power is inferior to that of the white man ; bub i i
perbaps wmiaialy he result of an intuilive fecling of shame, “or, in some.-
instances, of the wish o h&a..v:- polifoly 0 person whom :hey respect

and who is known to r(.g&rd their worship with abhorrence:

peasxng the & ang& “of the dcmoas wd mduc.nfr them Lo ror 1ove.  thi ca
lanuhes thny kh'we mﬁwh 1 or a,bstam from mﬂmh.m the calamnities
Thxs is one of the miost

st mand

alevﬂ s anger
'“a WL:(.‘LL lns amrm' h*'mgs d(m . At should be-distine i;h'
crifices are ,.vver offemd on a( m.m of the s ef ihc

ic aud 2 ;mlc Lua:;m;;, En may. o gi‘cmﬂuc;,upu‘g

':-L*gpm A hi.l;:- wy



beeortent with the Lfe of a pond instend, Seeordingly o gont i saer.
Boed ¢ iz bipod is pmxr*dmxt npoi the demon’s altar, and the offover
ooy ﬁ‘L‘e. S - g .
- The: Shanars .‘nm'c not-dntelleet cuvael to frawe for themselyes a.
’ 'R}recw‘," of substibntion ; but thete peactice and thele mode of expression
'1 ove thal t-1-<‘" consider thelr saerifices as subntilolions and not) ting
Celser And there s abundant reason 1o believe that oo fornrer period
't’;};c?.duz:tv:in‘ﬂ' x‘)f substifution: was carried out to the extent of offvping
o the deraons—a practice systematically followed Lo
by ile h_hmuk, tlie most primivve and Ic%i 151 aliana-
n Gl port {1} 0; ihv 'lhurl rinal Tamil vaec: :

Fremthe pavt iewlars now mentioned it is m!i‘n fently 01)\}011‘&”1:\’( W
soma things the Shanars ave fuxther than other Hindus from Clivisti-
‘anity; they are in a better position for understanding the grand Chris-
tisy doctrine of re dem;_wtmn by saerifice. 1t is true that the place of
the stpreme Tod is supplied by blood-thirsty fiends, and that with the
rite of sacrifice confession of guilt is not ('omomcd No trace remaing
of the fate of the vietim havmcr heen cohsidered a symbol of what the
offerer himself deserved s-nor consequently is there any trace of the
“idea of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of the substifule; and of
Course ‘saerificial rites’ ‘gre never supposed to point to u saerifiee of
ygre&ter effiency beyond. - Nevertheless, the fach of the premlcnc e.of
' sacrifices for the removal of the anger of superior powers is one
striking in the relisious condition of the Shanars, and is
y the Christian Missionary with the best effoct.  The
sleadiy distorted; Imb -some Y){)l‘ﬂfm of it btxﬁ
buess to tho frath, e i
ion of Christianity devil-worshiy is viaihl}?“deei’i‘iﬁi}g;‘
erings and influcnce vouneeted with e de-
pused 16 havé siven the demors sieh of
: hzm ﬁmm"i‘,, T }mw )wa}-d 1!,

P

zreh' dm.x;wpww‘ ]
Chrishinns” are
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tinity and o parkicipation in the * spirit. o love, and of a
sownd mind”. which a sineere .bckef' .rwxmnuxmutes. Cumbgucnt}y,
their tendency to mis up sacrifices to devils in $imes of calamity,: mﬂf
the worship of the Gad of the Christians in times of _prosperity; must
prove'a canse of ne little: eonihcﬁ and disquiet in the days of **the mix-
od multitude” who compose the first generation of converts, By some:
of this elass of persons it is considered a wise :policy to. keep- on good
terms: with both God: and the devil; and when disvase is abroad; if 5
goat given in sacrifice, (pa,rtmula.ﬂ} .4t can be-offered so seerei}y a8
that, amﬂur Missmnzuv nov Catechist shall I{now of 1,) will have the
effect of pacifying the devil and keeping death out of the house, what
prudent ma would grudge the dev L"the sacrifice of a goat? The

kF‘n- from. comulerm«r lt AT ofﬁ,nuu, the ma 1qtvz;te lebel’ m.tmns
the pi'zi@ti , ‘Why thul think they, shmﬂd it be considered a oﬁ‘ence
,_14)’:&1:1:@ Giod to pay an occasional subsidy to keep the devils (.met? In
'xrks 1t shauld be remunhu-cd Hx,xt I refer not to, the Native
nor even to the majority of the
3 mmorlry of the im'prmmpled

amﬂ portmn ot ’ir
,uln, ’\ﬁsswn cs;:z,tmm i

it g mumedy a.ii of ﬂx
.\ha_mr«v p}edomma,tc. In aH

'.{he 'Bz':ﬂmlzms. au& some of ﬂm }nrfm 7 -casbesss
their p“éiﬁdi : mfess to despx e both the devils cmd

hw,zi It W* i
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Famigrants from the Telugmn conntry, who form « considerable por
“tion of the population in some parte of Tinvevelly, bave gene mﬁy he-
come worshippers of devils.  Bub the system maore vsually followed by
this. class iz the worship of the satellites of the Drahmanieal deities, or
that of the fomale Energies. Such devils, in the proper sense of the
{ori, as they ave found to worship ave of Frmnil origin. as their vames
denote, and were probably worshipped at fivst frow a wish to conciliate
the gods of the soil.

- Pre Orieiy oF THE Suaxsn Douosoraruy lies in the wnknoswn
depths of anfiguity, an antiyuity apparenlly equal te that of the
Wm"lhrp of ghe clements or the heavenly bodies.  If the allusions con-
tained in the Vedas to the victories gained by the clementary deities
over hostile flends be considered a mythie representation of historiead
faets, the worship of devils would seem: fo have been antevior to the
Vedaie system itself.. Of elementary worship there is no trace wlut-
ever in the history. language, or nsages of any portion of the Tamil peos
ple. The emigration of the Brahmans to Peninsular Tudia appears, von-
'Sﬂ(_ywnﬂj, to-have been subsequent to the first great change in their
religions systent.  The religion they mm)duwd Was prubablv a rudi-
_mental form of Sivism, with a fendency to the mystical and mythologi-
“eal systems of the Purdnas. There is not the least reason to supposo
that the Vedaie or elementary system was ever known in the Tamjl
cotmtry, cither as an indigenous religion, or as introduced by the, Bral-
rin Ehe,Brghn,ans were doubtless the. civilizers of the Tamil peo-

ime, s'weu‘u}y afber
1dof “hevo-worship
aded 3‘.3, .ﬂm demo-

en. into th ,seméf the petty
‘ a8 Basing formerly
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been o god and- &egrade' the renk of a demon for refusing to pay
dxm worship to some superior deity. Or, the Brahmans who civilized the
inting to-every eIass its specific objects and modes of
o sanclioned the appropriation’ of cortain Jocal gob-
s to the-worship of the vile, aboriginal populace. But;-
these .fm,ts,, ur from accounting for the origin of demonolairy, take ity
previous existence for granted ; and there are many divect reasons for
assigning to demonolaf. - an ongm mdependent of Brahmamqm and

nng the u?per han& aﬁd as the mventors ami specml paﬁmns
‘of bloody sacrifices. Every new deity gains prodigious vietories over
the domons; and yet somehow they never are thoroughly conquered.
This style of reprosentation is inconsistent with the idea that demono- -
latry is an off shoot of Brahmanism ; but will perfeetly aceord with the
1mpperm.)1(m that before the influx of the Bralmans from central Asia
demonolafy was the religion™of the early Tumil inhabitents of India,
and that the Brahmans on their arrival laboured invain to extirpate it.
& 1 all Brahmanical books and legends in which the state of the
origal | inhabitants of f Peninsular India is described, we are referred to 2
‘penod when demons yuled in the pmmevai)ungles, and when those jun-
glvs-gware inhabited solely by vile sinners who ate flesh and. oﬁ"erea
sa.mﬁws. Con&empor&ﬁemm}y with that perzcm thﬁ sa,eved Brah~

in the Tamil country relative to the Brahmari-
sf‘ thn gads, .md the ovds appliaa.‘ole ta their :

wa tcl@rabw eum.maue axgmmnc of tn Tamil:

$2

s 1)



oFigin 0f' the swtem Wit th voferenve to the social state of the Tamil

win
enple, it is clear that the m"nm of the werds in cominon use will enalile

sny one to determine whist was inbroduced by the Bralunang, the civiliz-
ersof l’e_—am:.ﬂarlnrixa, and what existed hefore theiv aerival. Al words
velating to science, litevature and mental rdmﬂmc*nt, aii that relate to
an advanced: civilization, and all words pertaining to religion, the soul,
and the-invisible world, are in the language of the Bralinans : whilst
all words that velale (o the ordinary avts of life, the face of nature, the
wants, feelings, and daties of a rude and almost a savage people, ave
TFamil . Inlike manner, the words used with veference to devil il-worship
boing exclusively Tamil, we are obliged fo assign to this supersti-
tiom nhig wqu%v and refer ;,wm}hd‘u}exnt in the arid plains of
:Tmnevfuiv und smongst the Travancore jungles and hills fo 2 period
long anterior to the. influx of the ...mﬁlmims and their eivilization of t’:u’;
pnmlt:ve Tamu tribes. ‘

() It is WOT'ﬂ’LV of rcma“xk ﬂm; ’ﬂzere is not any pneﬂﬂ‘, order de-

'voted to the worship of ﬂe\?ﬂs Every act of Brahmanical worship ro-
quives a priest; and even in the worship of the inferior deities and in
éhé'sangﬁm&r, wcxsla.p of the Brahmanical emanations and Aramens,

{systems of veligion opposed to 1} the elaimsof the Brahmans, but to a con-
u}d rable extent influencsd by ﬂwv‘ example) the person whe officiates
rrust be exclusively ‘dovoted to the diity and a member of & prw»ﬂy
ﬁ;fﬁﬂ 7. On the contrary every dm’ﬂ-wnﬁhmpﬂr i, or.aay be, his own
st. Not m_ﬁ'ec_;m—nﬂv the bead-man acts as priest for the whole vil-
t he may be superseded for the time being by any voluntary

*‘ema.le. This p‘a.tuardial, wnofficial priesthoed ovide nﬂ}

3.of tLe system in very early times.

131'&0&1 of aﬁerzna bi.,:cl" smt’w

een Smhas, anc} mr*e
heu' ovm maste to the
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sively mduecz Imve Bmhmamcal }mncxples yrevaﬂed and so express has
ever heen their opposition to sanguinary rites, especially since the in-

fluence of Buddhism began to be felt, that in every part of India, H:
‘us who consider tlxemsdves par eziellence orthodox regard the invio-
]&Luhty of Tife as the most sacred of laws. It would appear, therefore,
that-in ‘so far ‘as the Hmdus 6f the higher- castes have attributed
to any of the Brahmanical deities a two-fold character—one a character
of merey, and the other a cruel, sanguinary character, with a horrific
form yand in so far as ‘they have resorted to the practice of offering
blo dy sacrifices to any of those de ‘tlea, on the dark side of his charac-
tex, to that extent they have rendered honﬂawc to the aboriginal demono-
latry and borrowed its =p.m, gither from a wish to conciliate; o, as i
more. me}able, from their having imbibed a considerable share of the
fear and gloom of the1 demonolatrous predecessors or neighboturs.  In
a similar manner the Buddhists of Burma and Ceylon have added to
Budd»hmm the wox;hxp of iudigenous demons, though nothing can be
suppased more foreign to the "‘“le.. of 'Bu (ume than sueh a sys-
Ery m’.~

(6 ). One of the clearcst proofs of {he un- rabomanieal obigin of devil-
worqmp is oblained bv a reference $o the matcry of the devils them-
selves.  The process of demonification is still going on amongst the Sha-
warss and in every case the characteristios 6f the devil and his worship

Care Leuvccl from ihe character and e"plmis of his human prototype.
There is a coxmzmal suceession of devils claiming the adoration of the
S}deﬂ'ﬁ, and wfter a tme ~mkm«r mmmrv St ess : hut not one of the
more recert of the race has any connexion with the legends of Brah-
gnanism, * One of the demons. most. feared ab ‘present, Palavéshum, was
‘& Marave of a. sarvdo ,,amnv, who.made himself celebrated for his rob-

‘he adusa round Lo &)

Juilon” during the laiter
overnment. 8o celebrated has hc becore al-
tha 'i;mnwmids of perbf\m rb caﬂeu after his name. Mshomedans
o ; i sm, are supposed o
e fact, and one which
@JJ& ca,,_-:vt easily be w.rzmekd ln.r{ inthe digivier of aheigh‘mmﬁng
RAry.an "urol,e&. was till recently worshipped
e rade verses which were sung in connection with his worship it would
appo’u that he ‘&‘a; an Fingl nbu,h Gificer, a Captain-Fole, ‘br some such

nane, Who Wa< moris Hv wor mdui'sz tihe iakmﬂ‘ of the l'la ancore hnes

ew yeary ailez bigay
}lGGu.. ”m o g fensxstea in +




haviug originally been taught by, or borrowed frow, the Bralmans, there
is probable evidence thai the Bralmanical system, in so far as it wes
introduced, was co“sitierﬂc‘ by the Shanars a hostile and rival ereed, and
expressly op}osed a3 such. For i instance, the grand national festival of
the Shanars, tke only day throughont the ‘year which they keep asa
ho;da.y, that which they consider in a special manner the day of ro-
joicing appointed for Sha,na.rs, is the first day of the solar month of
Adi. - This, according to the HinduAstronomy, is S the first day of the sun’s
southern cotrse, but of this circumstance the Shanars know nothing. No
people can be more utterly ignorant of Astronomy than they are. Inso
far as they are concérned, the first of Adiis professedly celebrated as a
festival ‘in memory of Révana the Rdcshasaking of Ceylon, who on
that day carried off Sita the wife of Réma, the hero-god of the Brah-
mens.  Révana's primo-minister, M4hédara, is believed to have-becn &
Shanar; and tothis day the Shanars glory in"the historical pesition gain-
ed for onee by a member of their ¢aste, and rejoice over Réma’s griof and
in Révana’s joy ! ‘Does not this circumstance point both to the Cmgtﬂme
ongm of the Shanar caste and to the prevalence amongst thom in carly
times of mh—Brahm&mual zetl? The Shanars have even succeeded in
making repmsals upoh Brahmanism. Iaa village in my neighbourhood
Réme himself has been converted into a demon. Only think of the all-
glorious hero-god of the Hindus, Rama-chandra, the congueror of the
Racshasa and: demens, and civilizer of the peningula, worshipped as
himgelfa demcn with bloody sacrifices and &ev'l-dancmg and the usual
frengied orgiest -~ Here Brahmanism gives only the name: the form and
genius of the system are anti-Brahmanical ; and both the original inde-
pendence and tho iiere&ltexy predominance and strength of the Shanar
syﬁ’wm recewe an | agm'ﬂlustmhen‘ :

: “other form o re}igmn it my be ciassed wm: ths g
mperstmms Qf Wes’eem Afn

» gwus mendmncy and monast
. mcarn&tmns It may be sak
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oFigin of 'both in the same temper-of mind and- oharmfer, and ”he snfsr-
gf‘atwns of the same ]&w" Spmt. S n s R

At the close of thm aecount of the dcmonoh ry of the b.lv.,nm, 1ta

3;3raumc,us and probable. urxam, few readers will bé able to avoid the re-
'ﬂedmn ;—how different is the religious condition of these rude tribes.

from' all ’the 1&@&5 we had formed of Hindus and hmdu:sm. - Notwith-

: atandmg tho world-wide fame of the Hindu Vedas, Purana,s, and Shas-

_tras, here is an extenm Ve fixstmet in Tnlm. where they are mknown.
= Here wmong

he Shanars survive the Asuras and Pythons with wmc}x
ods did 1 itle in thejr youth, Notwithstanding the successive
valence of the Bz"aﬂm.zmsm of the Vedas, B‘ldcl‘.nsm and the Brah-

- manism of the Pumms, the influence of each in turn, and the eager-

ness of each to make pro%olvtes, here is & tract of country containing,

-Aaxc-lus*ve of the Brahma nical inhahitaits, a pepulation of upwards of
- 500,000 souls, all Hmluq, all belonging to recognized - castes, who do
. not gppear ‘ever to have received any of those religions, and to whom

what Europeune call- Hindwism is still a foreign creed.  None of the
ﬂects ‘inte whioh orthodox Sivism is divided can be found here, much

I !es*-: any of the-irmumerable sects into which Vishnuism has been brok-

en up. Hére in polished and metaphysical India we find a civiliza-

'tmn but little raised above that of the Negroes, and a religion which
~can only be described as fetishism. And what exists in T‘nneveﬂy

iz only a type of the sccial and roligious condmon of extensive tracts

throughout Indm m’m whch Emspczms Dhave xot yet become. fuml '

lmu -

E seoms wmeae T o say &ny thmg more respecting the rahgmn
o Shanars, nd o¥ £he olher castes and classes to which 6ur native

- Christiaps “in. Tinnevelly beioug, fo“ ‘overy thinz whis oh can, strictly

S

ing, | be c-a.]%eé their religion has now been described. In givingan

account of their &emonohtry I have exhausted their scanty creed: A

seanticr creed -or Gneless adaptca for the purposes of & religion, w3 ,_1 nob

easily be found. Truly, “the bed is shorter than that a man cin stretch
himself on'ity ‘zmd the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in

i 1t.‘f Bnt the se antinessof the e ‘_reed.s not s worse feature. Conseue;e& as

L to pronounee it hellish, both in ﬁs origin ami,

realize the pogition of v lathen Qha.mu-, and -

a libel uyon God and religion, it farnishes 2 melmhholy subject for con-

templatlon to the Onm’-han mind. V"Jawver be the opinion of zuf tmal =
rians respecting the Lzsbmvr; of demonclatry, Crmtans cannot hesitate -
1 its charaete €L I,t‘m i.l'i
troth a hateful, horrid system. God is hanished. from his ovwn world
and from the- hearts He made. The sun is banished from the sky
even the hope. that the darkness which now exists will: give ot
briglder sky her cafter, iy shub out. Lndeavoar Christian “Tosder- &
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your privileges. - I rate to yourself, if you can, the picture of a godiess
world—a world in which material principles and malignant demons di-
vide the supremacy hetween them. When afilictions occur, let it be
frnagined that it is malico that strikes, and that neither does justice
diveet nor merey miligate the blow, = Suppose the grand and affecting
truths wlich the Bible roveals respecting the Father, the Sou, and the
Boly Ghost mﬂmuwn, and the tight which it sheds on taan’s duties and
‘destiny extinet.  Tn the absence of the solemnities and sanctities of the
Warsbl}_» of God in Christ; P;cture to yourself the frantic rites with which
o heathen Shanar worships his devils.~ Tho stillness of the nightis
bmken hy the &n'of thedrum and the harshbray of the horn announe clug
ﬁle communeemwt of s devil-denceina “ughhou ing villoage. Follow the
sound thunh the tortuous, prickly-pear lanes, and witness the pevform-
‘anée from a distanco by the help of ﬂw flickering torch light.  Olsvrve
in every ‘thing the combination of the quxcrous and the sanguinary—
the grotesque insignia of ‘office worn by the: officiating priest, his ti'u&,(]* 3
lent, devilish stare, the blood- bespattered garlands on the temple and
altar, the row of boiling pots o one side and the row of energetic niusi-
«clans on the other, the promiscnous heap of offerings, #nd the charac-
terisfie umion of finery and- filth ovory where visible. Watch the ex-
mement of. tho admiving crowd rising higher and higher with every
now wntomon and shnck of the devil- da.nccr, and with thie rising vehe-
mence of the musical uproar ; and hear ever and anon the long yibratory
shout of del h ﬂh zmd mhl dwot‘.on into Whlbh the wssc;xxbled crowd nraa.ks

rshly of Grt)u i spmt andi in trut;h (.he 1caqonab1° service
- rhuam worship their’ hoxy wnd beneﬁcent Creator tb..eugh
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Tocalities where Chzistianity has been extensively diffused and received,
particularly in the neighbourhood of Nazareth, devil-worshiphas dimin-
ished in proportionate ratio, and  ven they-who remain in heathenism
have ceased to follow the practice with the regularity and zeal of former
times; but where Christians are fow and their influence small,devil-wor-
ship confinues to be as popular as ever. Converts from demonolatry
‘eannot all at once forgeu, though they may have abandoned; the system
“in which they were trained. They will necessarily bring with them in-
tothe Christian Church much of their materialism, their superstitious
and: theu' Tove of Tude escitements. The mind camzot slough oﬁ'
its old ideas and associations in a day. Even in England we still mee
_with relics of old pagan usages. Besides, Christianity operates only i in :
“s0-far as it is received into the heart by faith. The Christianity of the
unsanctified intellect has no more influence on the conduct than so much
mathematics. Tt is only when religion becomes a passion; or a h“bxt
“that old t}m;gs pass.away and all t]nngs become new. - It is surely not -
to be supposed ‘that of the 40,000 souls connected with the Missions in
- 'lmnevelly all are Christians in earnest. The public has offen been told
{hat the majofity, though converted from heathenism to Christianity,
_do not appear to have boen convertéd from sin to God; that the faith of
“the majority is only an Tntellectial assent to half-understood fruths ;
‘and that the number of persons who appear to “be sineérely pious is
‘small. It follows that in the majority, or at least in a large proportion of
cases, the supersﬁtlous fear of the old demonolatry must have survived.
-gonversion to the new +hec;lonry, orat least that the roots of the old
: syst&m'remam We must thercfore; in estmmhng the value of Tinne-
-velly Christianity dnd the charaster of the Native Christians, take their
former religion into aecount; its characterrsties and its tendenvies, the
,temytaﬁons’tb which they will necessarily be exposed through their old
associations, and the mental and moral peculiarities to be anticipated n
‘persons who-were once ‘demonolaters. It is cheering to pereeive that
‘as regards freedom from those peeuhar'hcs, the second race of. nmve‘
Ghnstmns, Whele the Mission is old m@um} to hﬂve yrnuuced one; is

“mew or’ ﬂsma generation, nof; onIy to avonl devil- ‘vorslup. ’waé to be
: ashameu of thb thought of practising it. Tt has banished maﬁeuallsm,
thcmt replacmfr 1t by m{nonal_sm, a,n& uas .mbuea larg'e nu..;ben.r

provmemmx cme* and that pamence ml-ler a,fﬁleha 3 wmeir ;]
Jneuleates. - There is room for improvement even as e pards
ous 11

ondition of the rising generation; but it &
ﬂmu the influence of Christian truth is visibly
; 101:. is tmbly dying out.. Leb-us thersfor

o thank God an,i'




- XI. Tex Morsr CoNpiTION OF THE SHANAR Rice.

~ From the v&es'cfiption now given of the religion of the Shanavs, it will
not be difficult to form an estimate of its moral vesults. The influence
of religion in forming or modifying the character of nations is well
known; ‘and the peaulmty of the Mahomedan character in all coun-
tries and fmaonwst a)l racesis a common but conclusive illustration of
the fact. - Nations are what their gods are. Hence the demonolatry
2 the Shanars being known, their ignorance of God and of a futu.e
state, and their molat'or from Ovhel‘ classes, one may safly infer thet
‘their moral condition must be very low and debased. ~The absence of
the restraining and purifying influences of Christian truth is, under-all
eircumstances, a fatal want. Nothing can eompensate for ignorance of
@God. :Bubtwhen in addition to this negative evil there is the positive
calam:*y of a system of les,—a system sueh as Brohmanism, in which the
gods are partial and immoral, or a-system like the Shanar demonola-
“try, in which every sx.pematurai power that is supposed to take any in-
,'Eereit in man is believed to be animated with malignity ;—when the re-
ligioh of a peoplo like the former is really, but not avowedly, or, like
‘the latter, is zm‘wadfv, not from heaven but from hell; the worst moral
results cannot but be uhcvmted and at the same time we may expect
to find the moral effects of the one system diffor in some particulars
from ‘ﬁhose of the other.
o In e':cmm&err.n,b g the moral condition of the S}mnars as aﬂwted bv then'

,i&easens will pro-
y }:\a,s prevmleu more amongst ﬂxe Sha~

sults of ﬁmhmamem -
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“ 1. The Shanar (?emom:&sz':, oblstérates he idea of #an's actou Labz‘zfy
fozr‘ his actwus, aml ennsp g..enf”./ fat!b to exercise any ROV ‘al Esirezznt

“The Sbamns h‘mnu o 1dna of God's omniscie 't preSence‘ His just
governmens of the WOI‘L’L or of the soul’ immortality ; and their de-
mions being supposed fo’ be destituie of o moral nature and indifferent to
the eondnet of their vohmes, the belief of a retribution hercaftor cannot
euter-into their croed. In accordance with this'is the fact thatno Shanar-
can be found who anticipates giving account: of his conduct to God or

i devﬂ“ Hence, except in so far as the fear of the magm‘:mte or the opi;
nion of native society keeps them in check; or in so far as prudentia
“motives #wulate their virtue; ﬂwy foel themselves at Lberty to-do,
'say, and think any thg they please; and the majority of them make
use of this hbcrty “Whatever moral Testraint arises from- belief in a
“Gad ahove us, or a judgment before w3 whatever influence on the.
con&ﬁct or the heart is-exerted by hopes of bligs, or foars of woe; in
whatever degree the conv jetion: that God's »cye’is upon- us, and thas
évery thought and act is recorded in the booksof His remembrauce,
produces tlie wish to'plerse Hin; of all these influencesand restraits
the Shanars are destitute.  In their calculations the pas iy past for
“ever, and the prosent is independent of the futare. ~ As -there wili not
be any account hereafter, all is free, allowable, and safe.  Who would
besitate to tell u profitable lie or commit a pleasant-sin, when, i\l
“should become ktiown, there is little or noshame connected with it, and,
‘should it remain un}cnown in this world, it is considered. certain that i
will never be. ;nqmred infe or.visited with punishument in a fature state,
but will remain. unknown for ever? When o temptation is presented ta
‘thie mind and prcbabu €3, aye Larriedly caleulated, this consideration
‘will generally be fowm to decide the point; and hence not only ave all
linds of frands and immorslities committed daily and hourly, but, (and
herein consisis the chief difference between the Shanars and persons.
whasé professed system of belief is correct,) they are committed as mat-
~ters. of course; :h the coclest comp Lcencv and the mosL perfeet fre
dom from fear. S E -

The higher castes who adhere 1o the Brahig mu:ii syttmns "profbsg lo
helieve that they will be called to. account for thei- actions heresfter)
and will be rewarded or punizhed ageordingly, either by the proces: of
& judgment and & sentence,  through the consequences of their actions
accompanying thom inbo the invisible world and _.,[_euerml_mn_g

_ dlhon thh +he force of a.u::+~11-al Imv :md the

‘bx‘..l in &u*u‘ :Lu.g
fiiend the righte
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of the sanctions of a Divipe revelation from heaven, they are practically
ay Little overawed or morally restrained by their Belief as the Shanars
are by iheu‘ want of a belief. A loose, rationalistic faith in immoral
cﬁelhe is quite 2s inefficacious a¥ “demonolatry, or atheism itself.

o 2 .Z e demonolatry 1 Q of the Shanars, equally with tﬁu Zdolatry of the high-
e raares‘ disconnects the idea of moral duty from the theory of veligivus
fru*h and worship,  Conse guently i fuuls to ewercise any morel restraing.
We have s0 long been aceustomed to consider Justxce goodness, and
vmt;h as enjoined upon us by Divine authority, and as forming a princi-
‘pa,l pm‘t of the worship and service due to God, that we find it &Lﬁ”\ﬂt
even in flieory to disconnect morals and religion. Ifis generally suppos-
ed that whatever may be the dogmatxc errors of false religions they must
‘neﬁessarxly, as religions, teach some tolerably correct system of mora]_ty,
in which the principal virtues are commended and the principal vices de-
‘mounced ; and, hence, that it is better for men to have a false religion
than to-be wholly without a religion. This charitable estimate of the
religions of the heathen is so general that when it is asserted that cer-
tain ri,lxgmns do not ineuleate morality, or are opposed to it, Europeans
-are apt to think the assertion slanderous, and founded upon & misrepre-
-sentation . of facts. Bup every. person who has for some time resided in
India on terms of intimacy with Hindus, and who is acquainted with
thetr social life and religious ideas, or with any of their books of sutho-
rity; well aware of the accuracy of the statement in its reference to
: Fmdmsm, and has found himself, long] before he theorized on the subject,
able 1o make the necessary chstmctlon Certainly nothing can be clear-
: 55 _fx:omaﬂ Indian systems of religion, whe-
trous ;_and in thxs partmular the moral ve-

pea.. ta be. the same. Thcmgh &Emg in o+her things BI ahmdmsm and
h;mamm a.grce in thls ‘that they leave man mora:ly where’ thev fouuu

: 11_:!1 the Brahmanical sysiem ha‘*mg, in’ whole orin pa1t. becn wans-
1&2@& ané’:. Pubhshed And‘ ‘m mspecmlu of' those books wﬂl prove t.mt




known quantity. Their coritemplation of this deity is but an endes-
vour to-comprehend existence apart from modes and substance
apart from ‘qualities. . Their self-examinationis for the purpose of dis-
covering, noi their progress in virtue, bt -their progress in the peraua-
sion tha.t they themselves are parts of the supreme delfy—‘-non existent
pa.rts of the great non-existent. Prayer consists in the recitation of
verses of various dearees of intrinsic mer 1t i magmal effieacy 7 and the
object for ‘which prayers are revtted is nob tho acquisition of truth, wis-
dom or mora} goodneqs, but the acquisition of supernstural power. The
connection, too, existing between rehgmus cerenionies and merit is
premsely that which was supposed to exist between the performance of
‘the proscribed incantations and the attainment of magmal gifts.  Lying
‘and licentiousness, pride and anger, are mot, I will venture to say. for-
‘bidden, expressly or by implication, in any Hindu religious books and
if seli-love appear to be forbidden, a closer examination of the contest
will prova that by self-love is meant belief in distinot self-consciousness
~or personal uientlty It is true that yarious books containing mm-al{
_precepts are in use amongst the Hindus; but itis to be remembered
that, the morab precepts: those books contain are totally unconnected
with the dogmas and sanctions of Hinduism as a religion. The obser-
vations I have made respecting the muregazd of morals vefer, nob
to ‘the ethical Shastras of the Hindus, which form their philosophy
nob,thexr,,l‘eho‘on, and with which their religicus systema have but
“fowideas in common, but to the Hindu books of mythology, theoso-
rhy, ritual observances, and devotion—the strictly Brahmanical books,
which profess to-teach man's duty towards God, andwhich constitute the
rehgmus litezature of the country. The ethical poems and dhqmaztmns
do not profess to be divine revelations, or even commentaries on divine
revelations.  Toa eonsdera.ﬂe extent they are accurate transc:mtmns
of * the law written upon the heart’;” butin so far as they are e*hxcal’f‘
Iy sound, they are irreconcileably opposed to the cardinal dogmas of the:
rehp;mm system, and ave conseguently despised by 7¢ ngloub devowes a8
secular and insipid.  For instance, the et.ue.,l writers declare that
is a difference between right and wrong. 'Phe'religions write
ane voxee pro;es; u:mu ‘her» is no such dzﬁerenee 82‘13. that t

God. The H.ma" o
m:rm'e igvirtne @ allelseis um'eal sho\".
zhe art ‘xlmu,, ,uui affirms that motiv




o ki that we are. Thers ore fow in these degenerate days who have
beéemé ééﬁubiimsi spiritualizech bubany may be found ﬁhose pro-
gress towards 'inanity is highly respeetable.  In consequnence of the con-
traxiety of the two syatems, the natural and the religious, they who fol-
low either consistently exhibit what to an European mind must appear
strangé ineonsistencies. . It-is not uncommon fo hear a most irreligious
man commended for integrity and honor, or to hear it said of another
fhat he is va‘rabli‘cric‘us man, & most devoutly religions man, but a great
villain, - “The résrards also which the fudowers of the respective sys-
temns expert ‘m receive eorrespond to the genius of the systems. The
moral man seeks the reward of pzpula.r praige or his employer’s favour.
The- :'ehgjmus m&n ezpect@ to obtain magical power, to supplant some
god by superiority in merit, or finaliy to reach the ne plus wlira of
Brabwmanical happiness, the cessstion of: Ssparate existence~—the lapse
,cef indiv dual being into the ﬂv’mo ‘maomad.

~Asin Emcpp we should dispute the existence o; any connexion be-
tween morthty am}; 'Lhe Scandmav;an myﬂ'o‘ogy Gi‘ mors ahty a.nd ma-

1 of mmh'v and mor&my :
- This is the state-of the case a8 it regards the rciaw\r. -of the hxghor
but the religion of the Shanars is equa,lly dissociated from
‘morals, and thevefore equally incapable of exercising morsl restraint.

It, doeu noh re ﬁ.:e, many words to. pmve that athexsm,matemhsm, and

2 ym:em *nay possess, thnr' hw'e net acqau'ea
am 'h-i’ ‘zﬁe"h T theip eligion, but in spite of #. “Bven the Shanars”
A deas.  Though ina low and debased condi-
of the faintest ngmermvro; rehgious Eght, there is
which vhey do not in_ some. fon" recogmze &8 bmds_
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moral offences ; but 1o mesns of any kind are used to atone for those
offences, because they do not oxpect to be punished for them hereafter ;
ad they cannot suppose that their devils will think worse of a man for
his resemblance to themselves, “The demons’ dnger is not aroused by
auy theftor lie, or any amount of moral guilt, but flaves up &t an over-
sight or slight. An accustomed offering has been neglected, or the de-
vil's authority ‘has avowedly been Lhrown off, or the votary has fallen
sick; ‘or recovered ;('mm sickness; .or it is expected he will be brought
into trouble through the .demon’s je:ﬂousy, or - demoniacal muhvmiy ia
so initense as to show 11;se1i' irvespective of: rr&vocahmns —on sach occasions
and for such TERASONS, samﬁces are fz-aelv offercd ; but no one ﬂnnks of’
sa,cnﬁcmg 10-expiate guﬂ%,, to allay ‘the reproae ches of his conscience,
or in the prospeet of going with his sins upon his head into suother state.
’cf existence, A man who has committed a lnghway robbery straight-
wey offers saerifice to the devil to prevent him from ‘getting ]ealous of
his suceess and” bringing upon him. the terrors of the law.- Another
seizes on the solitary field. of a poor mdow, whom “he was- bound by
relatmns}np to protect, and on taking possession offers a sacrifice to se-
care plentiful erops.  Devil-worship is, consequently;, not only dissociated
from morality but perfectly subversive of it. If the offering of bloody
sacrifices conveyed to the minds of the Shanars any idear of their own
demerit-or of the necemty of expiation, the rite might be productive of
moral benefit ; but-as it is founded on the supposition that the demon
thirsts for theu' blood tlu'ough the. truulenee of Mis owa tempor, not. -

they did ot .11(9 to Teta-m God jn t,helr Imowledge, 'Lhey have Jusﬂy
been “ given over o re;:rob&:e .mind;” and ‘even the: veligion which
their dark and i‘oalmh learts have adopted tends only to sink them
,dwper in gu.ht - The conumxons ‘of the best things- “being the worst,
their re'hgmn isa s‘,hoo; of nnmamh‘r'.

3. In colzsemmzce 0)" ti’;e absence of U’e belaqf that mmz st render an
aamzmt of s uanduot to God.and the dissociation of morals JSrom, relzgwn, :
conseience has: {ost its, camrallmg power, innate ueprmzfy ‘develops itself
with feaf‘leas fnedom, and truth, honor, zm«I integrity Izcno well m_«/h became
ex&mct

T kave no hositation in ssserting that if there ba’;;ny{ﬁégpr“cﬁigﬁ i
“which is not habitually practised by.the Shanars; their ‘abstinence fmm :
it is nob atbributable to conscientions serples of - “any-kind, bt ames,
. either from-their want of prediler stion for that' ‘pax 1eu1a.r eritie ot vice,
through thoir intellectual dullness or their eowar(hce, or. fram pruden-’
tial regs.rd to the authority of lmma,n 1a,ws, And W Vat I assert of the
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demonolairons Shenars; from my own sequaintance with their social Lk,
holds eqnally true with reference to the sosial life 'of the Brahmanieal
higher castes, with whom 1 have come’ in econtact. In regard to of-
fenees against the person, I have no doubt bup that the natives of this
‘pait of India contrast favoursbly wiih the inkabitants of Europe; in'
consequence, pavtly, of the intense beat of the climate. which depress-
es their nervons activity and pro&mes indolence, dehility, and cowar-
dice ; and, pavily, because the controlling strength of the executive Gos
vernment is much greater in this pdrt of India, in ¢omparison with the
strength of the individual, than it is generally, in European states. I
grant also that the Hindus are generally free from that greatest blot in
thie moral condition of Europeans, the viee of drunkenness ; a'vice which
Hindus suppose, lile the ealing of-beef, to be destructive of caste puri-
ty, and which, consequently, is held in abhorrence by all but the very

lowest casbes in the agviculbural districts, and a few high caste people re-
siding in the great towns, who have learned it from Europnans Itis
sorthy of remark that the Shanars who exfract the palmyra juice, which
when allowed to ferment is the ordinary intoxicating drink of the Hin-
dn drunka.rd avoid the use of it in its Fermented state as cavefully as
i;be most pnnccdzuus Bralimans.  But neither i in- thelr case, norin the
case of the Brahmans, do the moral evils of the practice form an ele-
ment inthe calculation. Notwithstanding these exceptionable abate-
ménts, the mass of the Hindus, whether idolaters or demonolaters,
aro. beyond every: other people I know,- sunk«in- ‘moral depravity.

This 18 not'a fancy, or the op*mon of ‘s party, bubign obvious, ungues-
tionable, and melancholy fact. - The, Hmdux are not the only depraved
people in the world ; but it may be asserted with confidence thai the
extent and universal prevalenee of ﬂlezr deyzavntg are ‘without a pa-
"Nhere plse shall we ﬁm'l sud; mceduacy of te hng, and sys-

‘bmza'i ‘zymg o dx andag _‘iia'lymgézs,ur-h mulhfem
ith in Il}dm, and wth ma,y we“
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are too tueh raised above the people to be aegquainted in any consider-
able degres with their domestic life and social state. If 3 Hindu is of-
ficially subordinate to you, or supposes that he can gain any thing by
your good opinion, ke will appear all subserviency and smiles; but let
the relative position of the parties be changed, and what a change ap-
‘pears in the conduct and tone of the meek Hindu? What trader or plant-
er,~~what Missionary,—what privato individual is there, who has resided
.2ny length of time in India on terms of social inﬁma'qy with the people,
and.-is ignoraut of the truth of these atauements :

It is not to be supposed that conscience has ceascd to utler her voice.
otwithstanding the debasement into which the people have fallen,
they know what is 1'1ght and what is wrong. But, generally speaking,
the voice of eénseience, though heard, is not in the least attended to;
’Bnd to. appem to-a Hindw's conscience or semse of honor, in a case
in which his interest is opposed to yours and ke has you in his power,
is abeut as useless ‘as an appeal to the good teeh:gs of a hungry
tlger. :

“This'a commbn saying in Europe that © there is honor even amongst
thieves ;” but in India honor is little known even amongst the members
of the mostinfluential classes; and such as is found is of that hardy
kind which is not. hurt bv duphclty The Psalmist said = n his haste”
that ““all men were lars,” but in India he would have re-uttered the
assertion deliberately.- Tt is true that amongst Buropeans, whatever he
_their nation or perSLasma, we shall find persons who are destitute of
Honor and truth, “persons who habltuaﬁy disrsgard the dictates of con-
science, and’ wnsse “hearts are seared against compimetion. Tt is quite
true also that for every vice ‘or crime: s.nd every shade of depra,vxtv no-
ticed in India; somemmg similar or worse may be proved to exist
Europe ; ‘and henee gome persons, Dﬂropeans as well as Hindus, are
ready o argue too hastily that there is no material difference be-
tween Hindu morals and ﬁuuyean. But-the difference is most mate-
rial.  What pdSStS unnoticed by society in the one case, excludes a
man from society in the other. What'in the one case is the rale, in
“the othér easeis the excepbion.. For instance ;—in Fairope, porsons who-
ach }_ahltuaﬂy an. anprmmpled or dishonorable part—e Loats, Hars and
adulterers, are marked men; shunned by the mujority of their fellows
and outeasts from vzrtmus society. But in India no man is excluded
from # social feast or 'a meeting of the caste, or even shunned in
private life, on's (x«,vcuﬁt of any immoralities of which he may be guilty.

]
Oﬂ’emlers against castegpurity are visited with soelal ezeommunication.

Buat I never mok with; and never bem:d of 5 case it which Hindu of

fenders against-truth ami honor Were punished in this or any other’
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AT, o I \v}h{}l known villainy appeared to have the smallest effect in
mwermcr a Hindu's soeial position:

In Em'ope, again, in deahnw with persons who follow dubious occu-
pations or who live by. theu'wms—low* ‘public honse-keepers, itinerant
dealers- in trinkets, haclney coachmen, professed gamblers, and such
Lke, you are prepared fo expect that they will outwit you if they can
and feel fow thm of conscience respecting their success. But in
India you meet with open dishonesty, not only in persons belonging
to sxmﬂar classes, but amongst all classes ahke,——landcd proprietors,
wenlihy merchants, candidates for public employment (I say nothing
of those who hzn'e obt’uned it,)- hterary characters, respecled heads of
mm].hes,-m ghort, with a few rare and m:xrl.e( exceptions, all elasses in
the community from the potent noble down to the starving slave. To
“some extontthe wwimy are kept within the bounds of ordinary profii-
guey by their pride or their ambition. B thpy fear being despised for

i paztmular act by their inferiors, or- -wish to appear honoraule men in
the eyes of those fro:m whom they have somethmg to expect, an appeal
to their honor is sometimes answered by their vanity or,their self-inter-
‘est; ¢ither of which in the absence of honor: * helps: them fo keep up the
5‘_ppcamnﬁe of it.  Henre persons who see them rarely are induced to
think mere far oam‘my ‘of their character for Eogr;tv #han of that of

‘the inferior classes. I however there be any nirinsic d;ﬁ'erence between
3 gher. classés and the lower, you may more ss.fely ‘believe the

s word t‘han the word of his lord.”

~ Afferan’ mmc? of many years with ilie people of my own neighbour-
g had varions dealings with many of them d uring that, time,
; f'mm the common talk of the: country, the character and
: 28 ot a,lmcst every boc‘ur inthe dmtrmt the dacmmn

lonce of mmds or

"’te o'a_n and even-
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Tt is ok to be supposed that either the higher c'xstes or the lower are’
destitute of every, trace of good feeling. God’s image, how greatly so-
ever defaced, has not been utterly obliterated in any man. The Hin-

~dus as a race are more depraved than any other people I know; but.
neither ‘have the Brahmanical idolaters become as vile as their
gods, - nor ‘have- the Shanar demonolaters become as malicious - as.
their flends. The most vicious arc not always pursuing a course

of vice; nor do the most deceitful Tie literally *from morn till

noon, - fronk neon il “dewy.eve.” There is apparent in some more

frequently, and even in the worst sometimes, a kind of negative virfue.

Ng ‘people are more pliable than the Hindus, or more respectful when

ina good humour, or more polite in their behaviour to superiors and to

strangers; and as they are dec;dedly a light hearted people. fond of
tales and woasxg “and amuscment, one will wometmes for *et the darker

phase of their character.

As there are differences amongst individuals, so in respect of particu-
;Iar"ﬁrhev and vices, differences arising from religious. or caste diversi-

y iy be observed. In many things I have classed the Shanars and
ter castes together, the moral effects of unbelief and mishelief
being nearly the same; yet there are some p‘mwulars in which the
higher castes appear to have the advantage, and others in which the ad-
vantage is on the side of the Shanars. I shall mention one. of the most:

‘prominent points of differ enece on each side.-
(L ) The kg _;ker castes are taught by Y their reli _qum to Bé Ziberdl i 'tfzéir

or G’B.!' -ob}_aanon to do s we would be done. bys b1 1t recommends
it solely on the ground that it confers merit-and prawer over the unseen
world. -Hence, tna:zgh ‘charity as an opus operatum is very common,
cﬁ&rxty ag ayscnnment is rarely observed. ~In cOusequeLce of-this de-.
fect in their teaching, the charities of the higher eastes are ostentations.
"I‘hey never “ 4o good by stealth and blush to find it fame;” and when

' :ﬁVou to dlstnbufw alms, Hiterally ““ blow a trampet before them.” Theig

: individnals bear no compamson with the estent of

vﬁhe ';mbhe cha 4~uenents Testowed upon the communit by such as
wells and choultries ; ‘or to their religious "harztms—-m fts of money and

Jands t -temples, o *ooﬂ to devotees. -Still, the almsdeeds of the: I’mu-
smanicel Hindus are sufficiently numerous to attract the notice and-gai

commendations of ]hmpean_, and in this point their practice con-

(;‘:T( r

the

-f:’a s-{avourably with that of the Shanars. - The Shauar dem

/no neouragement to the compassmnate and charitable; an
¥

he




bestowal of gifts on any but themselves.  They have no visions of
heavenly worlds with which to kindle the.imaginations of their
vobaries, aud, not having any bliss: Lo bestow on the meritorious,

they have not. taught the existenee of mérit in ‘les«mrmu or in any
thing else. Clonsegnently the Shavars ave charitable only to the extent
to which Brahmanism has pervaded their demonolatry, or in so Far as the
sentiment of merey has not been tota)lv extinguished, and’ some germs
of matural compassion’ for the poor and the sick still survive. - As this
“degree is minute at the best, the charities of the' heathen Shanars are
winute and rare, and certainly cannot for a moment be compared W 1th
thobe of the Chmsﬂa.n portion of ﬂ’lb &xste.

(2) -On the other hand the Shanars contrast favorably mlh the higher
casie.s as regards sincerity.

The gwatest of all obstacles to the sp1e'1d of C]}I’l\tlali}fy in India con-
sists in the practice and love of lying which pervade all classes of the
people. The tyranny of the sun makes them slaves ; and “lying,” it was
long ago remarked, ““is the vice of slaves.”  Tn the case of the Shanars,
this evil exists; but it exists ina less farnudablc degrae than in the
case of the followers of the/Brahmanical & systems. On first 'mqumnf ance
the Shanars may seem as deceitful and dishonest as the rest of the
H indus; and their chaxac er for smcenty will not Lear fo be tried by an
Eumpean or Christian standard. But the longer I have observed the cha-
-racteristics of the various castes, I have been the more:convinced
'ﬁa,tas rwax-ds deceit, especially deceit'in mafters of religion, the Sha-
nars MU t'yield the palmto the high castes, and thie high eastes and alf

- B*‘;&hmmr.s Shaum’ &ecepﬁon is less habitunl and syste--
: J. ieir les ave Iw\’e 50

ev ha,ve ma,uv de’é,lm m égx’:ix_r;




of observances—as & #eligio, in the prmuiwe meamﬁg of the: term He
never forgets his ablutions, his holy ashes, ¢r any of the ‘thousand and

' one ceremonies which: sanctify his domestie life ;- but ordinarily he has
ot the smallest iota of belief in the divinities he so elaborately wor-
ships. - He is forward to tell yon thet he is not so dull-witted as to be-
Lieve that any of them exist; and, if he have picked up a litile religious
philosophy, he will aver that nothing veally exists. - Brahma, Vishnu,
Siva arve a’ delusion ; virtue and viee are a'delusion; ail is & delusion.
-1t is superfluous fo point out the consequences of this lying rationalism
in eradicating sincerity and windour and preventing the ingress of the
trujh. '

~ TThe Shanar, on the other hand, worships sincerely the demons his
{rightened faney has conjured up. He believes and trembles. He has
seen the grim ohjects of his worship in visions and dreams ; or canght
glimpses of them in bury ing-grounds, or when passing. through the jun-
gle ‘ab night. He ean tell you the plage, the time, and all the eircum-
stances of every malicions freak of every devil in the neighbourhood ;

and when sicknoss is gbroad there is no mistaking the anxiety, the -

1y, and the eagerness with which he endeavours to appease the demon’s
anger. It has been pvovud in such cases times innumerable that “ all
that 2 man hath he will give for his life.” So deeply rocted in the
Shanar mind is this belief in the existence and power of demons that,
s has Teen alre'x&y observed, even after they have become’ C‘}mstmns
many of them continue to dread their old * idols of the den.” They al-
'}uw thut itis mconsmteut with Christianity to worskip devils, and be-
great God will protect them from their assaults, but they

any ﬁm&g needlessly tokindle their ire. Tt must
f kermned by the’ Slmnars

are - c.zrefu? not to
be obvious ﬁza* ‘the since

in their ﬂemonx, rLough pmd Aive of quyersimous «k:om, and incom-

putible with a high caste of t ought, is morally a more promising fen-
ture of mind than the conceited rationalism or universal scepticism of
the Brahm&mmu higher castes, and: capable of 1 being turned o better

'gwcmmt. 1t explains their comparative freedom from deceit. It acts.

as. a eounferpoise to fheir stupidity, timidity, and _lcldeneqq and 1 have

0 doubt but that i is precisely this feature in their charaeter vh'm,
‘more than any oiher cause, has coniribitked to bring them ander
Christian mﬁucnees ~when the higher castes Leep aloof, and makes

themi the most reveruutml submxsswe, and essily disciplined of all na-

me Lhrwtmns.

Noiwmhsiandmw these excppuonabie necn_jwmﬂs of the higher m<:1e-3
andl the dewcnolaters respectively, the moral de epravity by which both
are chapacterized, and which pervades the whole mass of Hindu society,
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benrs witness {o the evil consequences of their ignorance of hod :
 Know iherefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou
Last forsaken the Lord thy God, and that My fear is not in thee, saith
 the Tord. God of. Hosts.” - The estimate of the moral condition of the
Hindus, whether idolatrons or demonolatrous, whether of high or of
“low. _easte, which I have now given is gloomy and unpromising in the
extreme.  But beyond guestion it is an smﬂurm“e picture, and one
“drawn directly and honestly from the life.  * The fool hath said in his
. heart theve is no God.” - Zhere is the religion of the Hindus. The
: aescrlptmn of their moral condition follows. - * They are corrupt, and
- bave done abominable works: there is none that doeth good.” Many
persons seem to consider heathens as wnfortunate raﬂ=01 than guilty,
and regaxr a them Wil a sort of sentimental, romantic interest. They
~ are aware of their religious errors and pity their ignorance, but are not
- fully aware of the extent and wilfulness of their moral depravity.
‘Hence they svmpaﬂﬂze more with the * poor” heathens, than with the
~ honor of Grod’s righteous law whieh, though written upon their hearts,
; those’ laeathens have ourraged and’ by which- they stand condemned;
- andﬂxev feel reluotant 10 assent to the strict accuracy. of the seriptural
* statements and the j justice of the seripbural denuneiations of the moral
condition of the heathen world in the st chapter of the Lpistle to the -
‘Bl)l"ﬂanb and. elsewhere. T trusu the account I have now given may.
~ have the effect in some mind of vindicating God's ways to men in His
: ‘&o&lmgs mfh ﬂle Qxilty, and af t'he same txme enable every readertosoe

n tLe wew of the reoq)txon cf Chnsb’amty -
lopm nb of its

deqg g!fe, ;_r,s We have seen, cppose-d'
elizion s and all the '_avenu’es by w},ich
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Heulty, suppose Chiristiamity sincerely received, it is obvious that the =
morally ‘depraved condition of the entire mass of society must hinder,
or greatly retard, the development of the Christiun character. In En-
rope the good seed of the word is sown in a good soil.  In India the
climate is pcvﬁlemml and the soil is yet to be created. Ages of ante-
cedent Christianity have prepared the European mind for receiving and
exhibiting an - exact impress of the Truth. Christianity has pervaded
our laws, and ‘sovial institutions, our science and liferature, and nation-
.al habits. - Tt. has given us moral sensibilities, habits -of self-control,
akeen sense of honov; & generous enthusiasm in behalf of truth, justice
and freedom, independence in thonght and courage in action, a scorn
of superstition, and an irrepressible tendency-—a passion—in favour of
improvement and progress. Hence in most eases when an European
is converted from gin to God, all the influences by which he is surround-
ed are favourable to the dev elapment of a high Christian charac-
ter.. But how different the position in which the Hindu convertto
Christianity is placed ! The principles and habits received by tradi-
tion from his fathers, his mental structure, all his remembrances and

"}l His associations, the precepts of the national religion, the pecu-
- Jiarities of the national character, and the influence of the family and
_the caste—all these are directly opposed to his growth in piety ; and most

of these influences are incapable of being turned to belter account. -
Who that has not had Missionary experience in India can form any

‘ides of the depraved moral-condition in which Christianity finds the

Hindus ?. What hesrts they bring with them into the Christian fold !
—what-imaginations l—what social “evils I—how dull and heavy their
-eyelids arothroughlong sleep I—and even after they have been awaken-

-ed, how tenaciously the filth and-mildew and cobwebs of ages adhere to

their minds'! In their case a new patch-in the old garment will not suf-
fice. ‘They require fo have every thought and every associstion mo-
delled anew. - Nor can it justly be anticipated that in- a single genera-
tion they will rise superior to the evil influences in which they were
brought up and by which they are still surrounded, or make decided
proficiency in the Christian life. - Af the utmost we can oxly expect to
see 4 fow eonvalescent amongst o multitnde of sick=n few suecessfal-
attompts to emerge from * the horrible pib and the mxry elay™ awmidst
many.-fuilures. TEg
- s % % Revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad auras,
Foc opus, hiclabor est. Pavct quos wyuus amarii -

" Jupiter ; aut ardens evexit od wthera virtus,

Dis genite, patuere.

- In the majority of cases 16-will hold tfrue morally, as it does gh‘rsx—

Cana

eally, thit they who are desconded from a sickly stock sud have them-
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selves been sickly J.umncf tm peme\(} of their youth, thougl: they should
he removed t0 a beiter climate, will' continue stunted and dwarfed to
the end, and never be competent to-lead the way in any high emprise.
Quz native Chumtmn,s suffer for the offences of their for ef‘ather:, as well
“as forithabtown:  The diseases of the soul are as cc-:rfamly transmissive
ag those of the body.  The Hindu doctrine that the merit or demerit
acquired in former births determines -cur fite in this, is but a ‘misap-
prehension of fhe im portant trath that our character and condition are -
{0 & great éxtent determined by the influencps and tendencies, the bless.
ings or judgments-which we bring into the world with us. We are
‘ot placed, separately and singly, in the world, as independent monads.
~Hvery man is o lnk in'a long chain, united in weal and in woe with
ﬂwse that preceded and those that follow him. = Hence the character-of
a corrupt people 1s reformed only by dogrees; by ‘a slow and. pdmf’u! i
“process—*¢ by the-spirit of judzment and by the spirit of burning.”
Oune-generation lnbours and another generation enters into its labours.
Omno.stepin advance “becomes the means of advancing -another step.
Tencealso - appears the necessity of constant progress and persistency in
the work in which we have embarked.  Not only the present; but per-
haps several succeeding generations of native Christians, must pass away
befors the hereditary influence of heathenism cense o operate, and the
Tmass be thoroughly leavencd and purified by the principle of & new life.
Woll dipected cfforts extending: t}m)ugh o long series of years will
a.mnge the most deadly climate ; and we have reason o “hope for moral
: s-of a sintflar mature in our efforts to christianize this people
o ime Mvemomﬁ the: 1dova+rons or. aemomul%mus heathemsm of

tﬂ.t the Work ig not yvt
ntilating st pmceed
Jungle which yet-
ow that if this ’mk




now 11; is unquestionable ‘that a mmke& nngrnv..;agnw - }1.,
‘served. . The nuative Christians as a body 't i{}ugrﬂg()t what they sﬁou
be, or what we hope-they will be, are, as respeg yﬁﬁémmﬂml condmon,-
greatly superior to ihe heathens. - Tt is not @ gty }Pnt to. agsz-#'
* that their moral condition is immensely jmproved.  Che i
~ higher castes are {00 few to admit of a fair comparison ; but in the case
of the Shanars, the comparison between Christigns and heal athens may
easily be made, 2nd thé sceuraey of it established by an extensive in-
duction of faets.” If it-only be considered that the native Christiang
are placed under  elose moral surveillance, that they enjoy the benelit
~of the guidance and-eontrol of European pastors, and that they are sub-
jected to the exercise of discipline for faults which the laws of the coun-
 i¥y cannot reach, it toust appear & necessary consequence, irrespective
- of the influence of the instruction and education they obtain, and ir-
vespective also of the renewing power of the Gospel when truly re-
© ¢eived-into the heart, that they must exhibit in their conduct more in-
tegﬂtv and honor, more truth and meekness, than their heathen neigh-
- bours, who do nat enjoy the benefit of any moral teaching whatever, and
- who have no man to carc for their souls. Would that I could say that
all the native Christians, or many of them, have made as much pro-
”',gress in Christian virtues as they ‘could, and as they omght!  Bui
-amongst a people whohad lost the idea of accountability, whose'i ideas of
morals were dissociated from their- religion, and -who were, in' conse-
quence, totally destibute of honesty and honor, it is to be ezpnnte& that
- practical Christianity will make at first but, slow progress. It isme-
 cessary that the circumstances of the field in which the wur is waged,
‘and the chara(,ker and vesources-of the memy, shouid ‘be distinetly
known 1o enablo us to form a fir u&hma@ of the valie of our suceess.
The conversion to Chyist of ‘the intelligent, the amiahle, and those
‘hose minds ure notpe re-occupied by prejudice, will evor be asource of
gratification 5 bub it cannot appear so decisive a test of the truth of the
Christian religion, or so ronspicuous & triumph overthe devil, as ik
conversion of the unprincipled, the fanatical, or the atheistical, and the
‘ .estab ighient amongst demonolators of the principles of thie Divine life.
- In deseribing the religious ereed and moral condition of the heathen
yortion of tho Shanars and cognate cast s, I have indirecly afforded
mz‘z#érialsvﬂ}r, g : tion-and ther m'nspm 5ol e
s at : Et- = ot sufficient forthe purpose I
.mv hias been ntrodue e-d amongx
WL&,’ existed befors the
mbm*f-d ib stLl are,

'LL

sides '[]}f‘ 'pavhm tars L

mexai canzh:;ca of the S
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circumstauces connecled with thelr material civilization, and. peciiliari. .
ties in their mental character, which exerbamodifying influence on their
condition and prospects. - Tn earrying out Ty object of describing -the
characteristics of the Tinhevelly Shanars gad illusirating the facilities
ami hmdrauces to their moral and rehglom Tmprovement, it is now ne-
. ce&sarv to rofer to those cireumsiances.”

1 Tiw moral corzdﬂ!mn of a pen;)le is more or less influenced by their
R ull ly ¢ ‘,zrcwnsfanem : and ihe _rowrty qf “ke Shanars as a class is so
(’eeg: that & crmnot beat Z?e .supposad thal tfzez?' conds éaan s ca:z.szdembly aj-
,"ec&d by it : - : .

The trach of country i whu,u thﬂy }Ne is eﬂtremelv unfav ovable te
{heir advancement in material eivilization, being dry, sandy, and sterile ;
not i it capable of mneh improvement, the annual fall of rain, the great
fertifizer, amounting o an average to only 30inches. It is true that the
woil is well adapted for the growth of the. palmym palm; but the profit
derived from the climbing of the palmyra is extremely small, when
compared with the amount of labour it involves. The cultivators of it
seern: coudemued for ever o hard work and a scanty Subsistence, and
cannob i in the most favonrable circumstances expect to rise muck lugh-
er'in the social geale. A large proportion-of the Shanars are proprie-
tors of the small patches of ground in which they: grow the palmyra,
and, however hopelessly involved, cling with a desperate grasp to the
mm-e of linded proprietors'; but the poverty of the great ‘majorily,
7 proprietors or hired climbers of the trees of others, is quite as
;&ee};  that of the- Pariar and Puller slaves in the rice-growing dis--
: . The Nadans are in ycssnbsmn of extensive tracts of land, be-
'm}es ’}mxmiag ueredltary ights of seignorage ¢ over the Jands and habp :
3 : it of the Shanars ; and hence may, as a class, be eon-
et comfortablv exrcumstances Many of the lower branch
i "txadﬂ L.wo acqlm'ed a q,mﬂat sta bus.

and other castes mfemqr {o the
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Shanars, whom T have often included under the nmme of the latter, anrl i
whose poverty ademits of scaréely any etceptwn. ~ ‘
- Poverty affects the moral condition of a people by mdumnO‘, sspemal-
ly in an enervating ¢ climate, improvidence, disregard of reputation, dis-
inclination for improvement, an unsettled habit of mind, and finally
fatalism s every one of which conse quence&of poverty is more, or less
distinctly exemplified in the case of the Shanars. Though a portion of
the members of the caste are raised above poverty, the majority are
poor, and the churacteristics of the majority. influence the charaitor of
‘the entire body, eacl acquiring a certain tone of mind from his intimacy
with the rest. It is-mecessary to bear this in remembmnce in-estimat.’
g the difficultivs which e in-the way of the hearty reception of Chris-
imuiy by the Shanars, the diffasion of Christian education among them,
“their moral improvement, thelr sovial advaneeme ut, and their m'cntu.ﬂ
sustentution of thetr own veligious institutions. I do not consider their
poverty an obstacle to their nominal reception of Chyistianity 5 for, being
Tess enslaved than the higher castes by the pride of ruce aud the pride
of life; and fo-a great extent disvogarded by the Brahmans, and even by
the sectarial Sadra pricsts, as too poor to suit their purpose, their sitw- -
‘ation must be considered ag fayorable to their reception of Christianity,
“rathier than otherwise. Bus, '#s must be obvious, it is unfavorable o
“the ch\-'rkloy-gcm of those social and cconomie bonefits and that advance-
“ment im 1naLerm1 o.ul mmtal m 1hzut10n Wluh Chmsﬁmnv blmgs m

.,dmw} 1’ urli“': to
thev‘ P ofdgsion of: 1»,&&11‘ scnadﬂv mxpmv
.e(} ana ﬁlaﬁ Cv‘tii’aif T i




aot go wuch the vesull of any naluval tendency as 6f circumstances ia
their condition which are Lapabw of being eby iated, or greatly modifi-
ed, and that the moral evils arising from the liabit ave not insuperable.
Tn ordinary afairs the Shanars do net seem to be more tenacious
of their rights, jealous of encroachment, or quarrelsome, than other.
classes of Hindus. Tt is only in their disputes about their lands that.
they ave chargeable with litigiousness; and T am convinced that- the
hlame-is mainly to be imputed to the bancful operation of £ the Hindu law
of inkeritance amongst an illiterate people. .
“Tu other parts of India the castes and- classes, correaponamg tor tue
Nhamars in social rank, are (:‘1ﬁ1§}¥f tenant farmers.or farm servanis,
Bu( the Shanars of Tinnevelly, though; as a- class, poor, uneducated; and
2 low state of avilization, can bowst that, with £ few exceptiops, :they
“ 's proprietors of land. :
f'he T’-(at:’ians, the: dewcendanhs 0 he ougmal 701a> gf Th&’ scm, aue a
rmnelom class, and still.retain *hﬂ larger portion of the land in them
own possession ; bub as t‘;u,re is not, and neverwas, any obsfacle to their
nﬂortn.x.qmu or selhnff their lands to others, {their rights of seignorage
alone bei g censldel ed. mahenable,) most of the actual C!ﬂu\’atul‘\, ori-

gmallv the renters or qervanm of‘ Lhe Vadans, have m.process of iunc

near]y ovmy \m:n‘n- i‘am Iy have }*een mmu‘rely, it Imant 'almos* be
,esmlaﬁy, dmdﬂd by the oporation of the IImdu law of inhe-
e b this law the father’s propexb: whether
exsenal, = is d:;lded equzdlv amnngsi: Ins sons ; N a_ud if ﬂ1e fami-
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- The whale proprictary elass, through the operation of this mﬁ'rriiniﬁe
Ing proeess, would long cre this have sunk into the deepest poverty
and misery, had it not been that population has for ages ceased 6 in-
erease, and that the more powerful systematically encroach upon the
property of the weaker, and compel them to migrate or work for hize.

- T most cases the sons of the original owner agree to preserve the
family estaté undivided; for the sake of the advantage of associatedlabor;
and as long as this arrangement continues, the portion which falls to
-each of the share-holders is a portion not of the soil, but of the prodiwe.
4 divisicn is generally insisted upon-in the time of the grand-children,
if not before. Under the most favorable circumstances every one h
‘ebhgc& to beupon the alert to secure his own share of every erop;
in most cases, the encr oncliments and retalistions, the feuds :md
Jealuusms which oeeur from time to-time, and-the total want of hones-
ty and principle which évery partmer in turn evinces, compel the infer-
ference either of'the lreads'of the village as arbitrators, or of the Sircar is
preserver of the peace, Every succeeding generstion aggravates the
‘existing’ confusion of ‘rights, and the estate hecomes ere long a battle-

field of conflidting interests. - ]
- An “{ndivided Hindu estate,” as'ii is technically called, in the pos-
‘session. of a divided family, may be described s a joint stock company
in which all the share-holders alike are direetors, secretaries; and trea-

surers, and in which it is the undisguised endeavour of each partner

to appmprmte +he common proﬁts anl charge :xpon t}xe ccmpanv ]ns
 private labilities. » pe

~In any country and amungst any class an assoczatma ke this woull
be produetive of evil. Tt will not be diffealt to 1 imagine what the result

‘mustbe aricngst a demonolatrous, semi-civilized people, destitute alike of
legal knowledge and of moral principle. 1n thesecond or third geuemtmn,
the share-holders, unable any longer to bear the troubles and broils inci-
dent to their partnership, delermine to cffect a division of the estate, witl
a definition of the boundaries of sach person’s shave.  Butsuchadivision
i3 more easily dotermined upon than efﬁnted and the :mcmpt inv ‘)nghlv

J.ecm'erts domestie fouds mto epen war:

' 0ne has sold his proprietary rights, and yet insists on omammw-a
sharé-in the division of the remainder. Arnother by private h‘ade, o
superior md‘astry, bas added @ few ficlds tohis ancestral portion, and is
naturslly annoyed when ealled upen to surrender them for equal divi-
sion. The futher of a +third party movtgaged half kis shave ; the son of
the mortgagee is veady to-swear thatthe mortgage was & sale: and

" neither party has any document to produce in-confirmation of his

g ent. “One person hag mortgaged his portion over zad over
agﬂm i 4nd the mortgagees are at war amongst themselves withou!

L
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any prospect of a setilement. Two of the partners have effected a
pretonded sale of the entire.property, without the. consent or know-
ledge of the rests and the rest have retal uted by sghmg the poe-

tion belonging to the two to a powerful neighbour. In'this complicated

position of things, the conflicting parties agree to refor their case to the

sirbitration of a punchagyet, or village-conncil of five, who have been ap-
pomted to settle disputes by the general voice of the neighbonrheod

v course which ig ;:;en.cr'ﬂly preferred fo & reforence to the courts, ags
bung both less oxpensive and more likely to elicit the facts of the whole
case and lead to an equitable decision. Possession being considered by
the village avhitrators, as by most lawyers, of more importance than
abstract mfrlm ; the greater number-of the docwments connected
with the dispute having been lost, destw G"w. found o be .mmur:-ously
drawn xp, or alleged to be forgeries ; not eno-of all-the sales, mortga-
p;m, &e., having been registered in any court-or cubcherry ; and the tes-

Hmony.of nexglﬂmurs on whicl: the village punchayets mainly rely, be-

ing gencraily cither fayor rable or adverse aceording to thelr connestion.

vith-the one Ivu'(y or the other: it is but seldom -that the decision of
'me arhitrators is founded absol.xtdv upot the merits.. More commonly
they endeavor to effoet a compromise between the parties, and settle
subordinate points by calling upon each litigant-to swear to the truth of
his statemént, or to cast lots whose each portion shall be. “When a
vompmm:se of this kind is made and agreed to, it often happens that
the soil is acquired by one, the trees which grow or may be planted in
the samo soil by another; and the houses that have been or may be
built upon it by a third—an arrangement in which will be pcrce ived
many a loop-hole for future contention.

A.monnrst Shanars it-not ~unfrequently happens that no PETSON CONCCTN-
ed in the dispute; whether litigant or arbitrator, is able to read or write.
Al dz,pend upon some clever rogue who acts as secretary and registrar
1o the couneil; and it has often been known that, when the decision
was ubm}uently rd'evredto, a fow important words were found to h?vc
beon inserted or omitbed tofavor one of the parties. S

- The scttlement of thege disputes about pmpe"%v by & court of arbitra-
4 ors i af: bestpmy an equztabl corrpromw, and in m'm*; caees, a8

o




All the time these feud
stood registered inthe & ar revensie. accounts as ﬂw nropert;, of xhé
greal grandfather, who & Find of legal fiction is-still alive. . He is
personated by a deseendan i of iis eldestson, who has, ex-officio, reeciv-
ed: the common nncestor's zawe, {the Tomil for grandson'is * name-
sake,”) and who to save fronlde and keep the estute undivided hasacted
as agenl {or his relatives it the paymentof the land-ax, mn in keeping
custodyof a few seraps.and shreds uf “the mother title-deed.” This persaa,
perhaps the prodigal of fhe fimily in his youth, is now the most needy;
and some-day new light-is thronn up\,n tlse case by his appeavasce bafore
the police with-one of hiis leng, pindant ears slit, anda- proiuwn of red-
ochre ‘and saffron wounds: ‘11 over -his bedv. He fowplaing that ke
was in pedceable possession of certain lands, (as lie ean prove by Sir-
car Puttahs and reeeipts 3¢ the kandiax which he has hronght with
. when he- was assaulted, driven out

k and the produce of his felds sarried off
by a band of his 'euenu. and therewith he pmys for protection
for the future as oceupan Hig hired witnesses agree
in their testimony ; the villsge accomntani’s good oilices have pradent-
Iy'becn retained ; Lis receipis and Putiahs, and the vnrrv of hiz name
in the rejistry as vesporsibie for the entire land-tax, are accepted-as
proofs of the fact that he Jins been in possession ; and the reswlt not an- -
frequently is that the polivn authorities by a summary deeision put him
in possession of the whole ‘cstate; in their capucity of preservess of the
peage, and- inform the res’ of the amoyed shar u-holders that thv g may
have their 1emed“ by & referen o to'the sivil courts.. . - ;

Here commem_ea 4 new public course of }ﬂ;lﬂ'&txﬁu. w}u i
may even’mal’y be - more: dwn Lc in g results; ‘but is. potin gencral
more. equitable, and is alws w s more: tedzcaus, expensive, .and h‘Amec,,
than the proceedings of the lueal arbitrators.

When all the shaveholder- in o lancded - estate, are, as th Slmn
generally ave, illiterate, dest': e of prms iple, and oxl the verge of. p,mr
perism, the Hindu law of progressive sub- -division must inevitubly pro-
duee a harvest of fouds and “tigations; and even if vases which occa-
sionally-oscur, in which a wunber of the litigants ave peaceable and
honestly dxsposud people, th ~iveumstances in which they are placed.
and their total want of educzan and forcthoughi, phmg;; Hhens dn Htis
gabion against their mﬂ Being unable to read or write, they have al-
ways. been dceustomed to.give: their worrk instead of fheir bond, and to
‘consnder the one as' good as '+ other ;- and.when a h:.xrrhhcmr offers s
similar security, so loug as 1 s plausizly, they see mo danger in ac-
cepting it. . They forget that
aucums*anc"s, and that !ihc;, aght to be preparcd for the hostility of

“w's minds sometimes change with their
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those who are now their friends. They should at least take cave to

provide dooumentary evidence for the protection and guidance of their
ebﬂdren, in the event of the children of their neighbeur Iooking upon
the transaction in a different light. But these ideas are too franscen:
gental to enter the minds of the uninfored Shanar peasant. - Every
one was acoustomed to trust his neighbour's word, without taking the

precaution of obtaining even his mark; or, having no idea of the valge

of dosuments when a dispute was not going on, he had allowed the

white ants to eat up the few vouchers hiz futher lefl him. Persons

might ‘on such principles of procedure sg these ply a handicvaft, or
transact the business of o potty trade, without mmuch inconvenience ;

but when properts in land is ab stake, want of intelligence and pro-

dence on the part of the joint propristors, and a ecourse of intermina-

‘ble: divisions a’ﬂd z-u}:a»dwzsmns wush inevitably. prud uee confusion and

every evil work.. ~'thaf persons-of s0 hﬁmb{o and illitérate a class as.
the Shanars should 56 generally - be preprietors of landis a yecuhanfy '
which is not elsewhere met with, and-one which lies at the foundation

of the litigiousness compla,med of.  The majority really do not know
iwhether ‘they are de jure propnetors of ‘the fields they possess or not.
They know that they have many rival lxtxgsmbs, ‘but they know also

that they are in-possession, as thew fathexs wue, {md this’ Lnowleure
 satisfies their consciences.. . e

o such an’ extent are all nbhts e‘weione& in confu;u}n tha’r I do not
know of a smgle ca,ae in my own neighbourkood in which the possc.ssmn
of & field iy wndis puted and in buying land for ¢hurch-building, or
or Mssmna,ry purposes, I have generally conqnlered it safest to deal
yiththe posqessor de fac&‘o, whoever he may be, and ask no questions for

‘eonscience’ sake, - s Enoa fow cases, for additional security, I have paid
ull purchase zﬁune}' to two partves a,nd ifat any i time I have goue

monpst those who are
id-wmsettled.  Hvery
3 te:'G'}:l*isiilaﬂ eduea

disputes have sensi-




5

bly dxrmm»hevl _cotneils of arbitr ahon have acqmred juster'views and
greater influence; and in the various arrangements that are now made
respecting the dispesal of real property less and less yoom is left for
sabsequent litigation. The law of inheritance remains umaltered, but

‘the incrcased enlightenment of the people renders its operation less

baneful to the public peace;-and when conversions from heathenism

occur, theugh disputes are brought into the Christian commuluty, it is
to effoct a settloment of them.

The ineroased price which palmyra sugar now brmgs in consequeme
of the establishment of sugar refineties in Cuddalore, and the influx
of money into the country through the opening for profitable labor pre-
gented Lo the poor by the cultivation of Coffee in Ceylén, topether with
the establishment of so many Mission stations and the erection of so
many Bungalows and Churches throughout the provinee, have mproy-
ed the eondition of not a few of the peover classes of the Shanurs, and
enabled them to redeem portions of thelr encumbered property. But the

advantage springing from this souree is bub temporary ; and it is much
fo be wished that local manufactures of some kind could be introduced,

- and that the raising of scanty erops on sterile sands, and the climbing of
“the paloiyra ceased to be the sole stay and support of the entive people.
8o long as they have only the produee of theirlands to depend upon, the
law of inheritance remaining as it is, the sub-division of pmi)erty ean-

not-be effectually azrvested by merely moral motwes and one’ cause of ,

litigation will be found to survive. .

It were superfiuous to attempt o pomt ‘out the pregudwml mﬂuezme .
of & Htigious spirit ou: ‘the moral condition and religious prospects of the
people amongsh whom it exxsts It is suﬂment o state the degree in

i emtes.‘ : !

. The darguor and upatﬁ;/ prorluced by the heat qfﬂze clamzzte exdy tcon-
$3¢ mei'g wﬂwnee upon the ca':dzuwn Q}" t}ee Sbanars, Moz at’ly, saemzfy, amd
ntelloctually. . LT :

Religion, cml chl uLom, and social habits are pre-emmenﬂv mﬁa-
ential in'the formation of national chavacter; but climate and its cor-
relative ‘maierial influences exors a modifying offect.  Whatover excites
mervous energy develops a spirit of ambition, courage, and endurance ;»
and whatever diminishes ‘nervous. sensibility and depresses the vital
powers. induces ‘apathy, timidity, méﬁlent contemment;; &n& g dx:-'m-
vhmu,u}n to change. The ity
Tossodly great, its tnfluence on th

geoy}c,thowx. indivect, must also be cons u{olabk: and hem, :
vouring o form a correct. esamme of ﬂm eondmuu aml pw pects of :i,
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exist elsowhere, its productiveness is affocted by excess or defleieney of
rain-or heat,  In like manner; whilst moral influences ave every where
the same in themselves; their strength, developments, and products
are more or 1ess proportionate to the degrcu i which phy»uml energy
and mental nt&hty are found to exist. ‘
The climate of Tinnevelly is one of the most equable, but one of the -
Nottest and drye% in India ;" the annual range of the thermometer being
less than 20 degrees ; and the heat for nine months in the year conti-
nuously, day and night, being upwards of 80 degrees. Whatever be
the. eﬂectq of such 'a climate, the Shanars are exposed to then in all
th(,n‘ Tnitensity, Durm_, the hottest parb of the year, from Marel to
September, the principal oceupation of the men is Hm.{; of (hmbmp;
the pa?.nvm, a tall mast-like palm, with only a few fan-shaped lea aves
-4 the top. The ob]ect of this luborious task is to obtain the juice
which fows from the bruised Hower-stalk of the trec, and which is
coﬂertod, as it drops, in little pots ted to the stalk. This task thcv are
onhge& top N dumn’ the greater part of every day, in the full Blaze of
a vertieal & sum, The women are ‘at the same thme r-nramui in boiling
dovm ﬂl awm,f p.nce nto_a coarse sngar, in g tempmdr ~Yiub in the vie
cmlty of ‘dle troes 5 and though they have the proteclion of & roof, this
advanir oo 1* neutralized by the Ieat and smoke connevted with their
e moro wmlﬂn s bun«r able to hire zlsﬂstmtﬂ, are not so much
“the daily: lahor of the vast ma;omtv i thab
.v;hlch I have dcw-nbed and unqmstmncﬂﬂy it i a more exhausting
and stuﬂd'ymﬁr spucies of labor than any othor pcri’o"m d within the tro-
It will rerdily bo‘ pposed ﬂmt cxprssm'b to the umnnumu-}.

W oﬂi

nervous encr«ry and ‘Irgiwg ui} tLe épr?nirq .
m the majority of cases the result be a
1t mrust be confessed it is, a charitable
‘ : f‘n:mm of the
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the Shanars, as riemt is ‘the most prominent in the charaster-of ihe
higher castes. -There cannot be 2 stronger proof of the depth of their
apathy than their conduct towards their sick relatives. In at least half
- of the cholera cases amongst the Shanars which I have a:tfended, Ihave
been obliged to employ a trusty servant fo keep watch in the houses of
the sick; having found by experience that the majority of the people
_will allow their own. childven to die in agonibs rather than be at the
trouble of keeping awake for 2 single might to give medicine at the ap-
pointed times. Having grown with their growth and strengthened
with their strength, their indolence shows itselfin every thing they say
or do ; in their work, their walk, their look, and cven their amu‘sénients :
in their youth ‘as well asin old age; in their vices as well as in their
virtues. It represses their anger, it mollifies their litigiousness, and is
a drag cven upon their avarice. It takes off the wheels of their ambi--
tion, it twines itself round their rising energies and crushes them in its
folds, it turns every endeavour to improve their condition into folly :
and should they become conscious of ifs evil effects, and wish to , shake
it off, the wish itself vanishes before it con ripen into an aet of will.
“As a stream of water in descending a2 mountain’s side infallibly discov-
-ers and follows the path in which least difficulty les, so the vis dnertic
of a Shanar’s indolence infallibly teaches him where the mininmum of
diffieulty may be found—the casiest way to take every event, and the
easiest way to got through every work. ‘Why should he atltempt to
overcome a diffioulty, when it is so much easier to go round #t? W"h)
should Le siruggle t}'nvo.zga tiae *vor"d, “when tc shde through it is thc
custora of his easte? - -

Ofthe. logg train of evﬂ conseqﬂen»es procmeed ry the;r\b.abztuax indo-
Eence, one of the worst is tho slavish homage it induces them to pay to
custor. THe supremacy of custom amongst all castes in India, high or
low, is ‘gencrally attributed to a prejudice in favor of the wisdom of
theic ancestors. They are supposed to regard former ages with extra-
vagant reverence, and on Ghis account o give the authority of law to
every tradilionary notion and old usage. Bub chservation has con-
vinced me that their s‘uu;ection to the “tyranny of custom is not the
result of any fatellectual bias, but is sxmp}v a form of indolence, snd®a
resulb of the intense heat and cnervating influence of the climate. - To

- plan and’ forecast and- provide for-contingencies; Yo exert themselves
more thun the neeessity of the moment demands ; to dig beneath the
surface into the reasons of things; to emdeavour to reach a higher
@osmon than their forefathers; or to seck after any thing not ready
‘ade o their hands;—these are lusks which ‘the languor zad lainess

‘ g;rodm sed by the heat of the climate teach them-to dishike: 1t is not any

,;uge,lex tual mqwﬁm bub “the Tove: of case, produced bx their merm,
. ; EO
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which has taught them their prefevence of old usages; and ﬂ:&y hiave
aguinst every thing new, simply bedause ?_10"5'1 y is trouble.

prejudice
some, md they don’t want to be * bofhered.”

Tven when one of them Tas by any chance adopted 2 new course of
procedure in any thing, the same habit of mind shows itself in his ré-
“huctance to ’n’mdify his ‘gractice at any subsequent time: not iliat he al-

ways cohsiﬁm‘s his fﬁ‘i“’i 2ol course thie best in itself but that “in this
hot weather” he eannob bear the frouble of changing.

“The same regird for eustom is found to influence Turopezms who
“have been a long fime vesidont in-this country, and especially their
deseendants” Ttis amﬂy a3 &ﬂfiuult to move an “old Indiun” in any
new direction, ag it s fo-move 4 Bralunan and nelther is much legs
diffierlt than to niove o mounfain. i :.

Through' the subjection of the Shanar 5 to the tyranny of cu%om, 1{, is
difficuls beyond conecption to effect any improvement even in their tem-
poral condition. Thouu‘L they love their money much, they love ¢

_ their
edse still ‘Taore 5 and if a prnposec. 1mc.ertaukmg be in the least ab vari.
fmr-e ”ﬁflﬂl then‘ ace {omed r yuting, er lrkely tohe s &ttended w'th any ri hk

’ba‘bﬂiﬁe; of advantig 3; car:ﬁe :
~.1;x v‘lh Xm&ertakmv m‘opmeu i



The indolence of the hhamu's being fo o great oxtent the zesult of
'eu'munxi,aum external fo the will, an & being fo that extent connntural
and constant in its operation, it.iz nselessto argue withit; for ev en when
you have produced convietion, you have not advanced o ﬁm'ﬂe gtep
neaver obaining your prpose. You may batter down the strongest
_stone wall; but what effect will your battering train pr rodnee npon o
bank of earth ¥ The thick mud walls which Hindus cast up round their
~towns, and which, though they look so . contemptible, prove so excelic
a defence, ave but types of the manner in which the same IImrma de
fend their creed against arguments and their social wystcm from iho
troubles and perils of improvement. Active resistance might tend to un-
settle their minds, but the passive resmtance of slccpy uneoneers is as
safe a uetcnee a5 it is effective. ;

~ There are other canses. besides the influence of cumatc from wLm
apa,ﬂw arises ; and sometimes, as'in ihe Turkish empire, where the cli-
mate is fitted to devo}oge mental energy. its influence s neutralized by
the over-mastering sivength of rc-hglo.m prejudices.  Dut w here the eli-
mate is. unf'avomhlc to energy, and divectly productive of bodiiy and

;menual languor, what con save o the people from yu.LLn" themselves up
‘toindolene¢ # I know of only one thing that ean seveé them ; und thai
is the diffusion of Christianity amongst them. with its moral exeitvments,
ite conflicts and enromagemen’cs, its education of the joutl
md 1ts glft:. ef Grm.( e, In the east

inl mind,
f the he.ﬁher ulx»ﬂul'&‘, ne ‘wnh in-

V‘f_&?}ﬂu‘)!’i’ttmu, uJ m‘i{ :
£1S lifé and the ne hnd thoss. mﬂuen
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Huropean systems and scholastie precedents eanmot be refained.  We
must deal with them, not as professors, but as pastors and fathers,
adapting our messures and motives to the circumsiances of each ease,
with the patience of wisdom and the authority of love.

From this pecidiar necessity of meeting and overcoming the indolence
of the people have arisen the “ plans” o which Missionaries so often ve-
fer,~plans which vary so muel with the place, the time, and the cireum-
stances, and which are so often reviewed and recast, and their effective-
noss seanned with o much anxiety.  Whatever he the immediate ob-
ject of the Missionary’s plans, whether {hey relate to the management
of “the schools, or’ to ‘the congregations—to the conbrol of the native
teachers, or fo the secial- improvement of the people; it miay safely be
said that they all aim ab the accomphshm(,n\. of one and'the same object,
All are intended fo mect, aster, and rout oul the monster vice of indo--
lence.” Amongst apeople free from™this vice, our plans would be simple .
indeed ; and our times would not be interrupted by employments which
are uncongenml—-—l will not say to our work; for of that they form'an -
important part—but uneo.lgemal to our nastes and unv:-ondumn to our
own edification. ' i

W cannot expeut that the Shanars will ever acquzre the energy and
five of the mhabilants of colder and more favoure& climes.” Bus thero is
80 much mental excitement fvolved in the sincere receptfon of Chris
tianity, the powers of the soul reccive such stimulus from the neW;
magmﬁcent and affecting ideas which Cm'lshamty reveals; that although
the physical tendency to indolence should remain, the awakened mind,
lit up by the energy of a new life, may be expected fo degitive the will
zmd th bmty to. brmg the physu‘a] Lendeney under Cudtl(u J.wen i
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Such anticipations are in accordance with facts; the Shanars as a
elass being perhaps the least intellectual to be found in India, Where
Christianity has' not been introduced, the great majority of the people
are ‘not only wnable to read, but unwilling to learn or to allow tireir

- ¢hildren to'learn. The only persons whoknow one leiter from another
belong to the class of Nadan land-owners—men of property and sub-
stanee, whose pecuniary interests would suffer if at Ieast one of the fa-
mily were not able to sign his name and keep notes of his accomnis,
Even amongst persons of this class not more than one inten is found to
have aequired this ability ; and hence'it is a common practice amongst
the Nadans to club together and employ a high caste man as their ac-
countant,: Amongst the other and greatly more numerous class-of Sha-
nars, which comprises the majority of the small proprietors and trad-
- ers, and to which the climbers of the palmyra ete]uswely Lelong, T
have not met with or heard of any individual remaining in heathenism
who had learned to read. If such a person were any where met with, it
would probably appear on inguiry that he had been a pupil in a
Mission school in his youth, and had kept up his reading through the
silent influence ‘of the example of his Christian neighbours. As it was
“not thought expedient, or even allowable, for women to learn, I have
not heard even a tradition that any woman before the introduction of
Christian cducation ever learned to read. Even the majority of the mu-
sicians who sing at devil-dances, the wandering minstrels who make
verses at weddings in praise of all who pay them, and at least half the
native physicians, are unable to read the verses they make or recite.

Tn thess remarks I refer to the heathen portion of the Shanars; but

as the g‘reatm&;onty of the members of the caste are still heathens, and.
 as Christianity has but recently been introduced, the intellectual con-
dition of the Christians must necessarily correspond to that of the hea-
thens in a grester or less degree.. The totally unedueated condition of
‘the mass of the'bhmars is partly a consequence-of their intellectual dull-
ness, but it is also one of the most operative causes.of that dullness.
Languor indisposes to exertion, and the cessation of exertion increases
languor- W’hen this cause is viewed in connection with its correlates,
“we sh&}l Lie-ble to account for the mental torpidity of this people. Let
it be mmembered that the exercise of the mental faculties by persons
- .who are unsble to read is a most difficalt and fatiguing task, for which
- the indolent have less liking than for any other kind of exertion; that
the climate and the cecupstions in which most of the Shanars are engaged
are divectly productive of mdc:}ent torpor both. of body and minds
that all the faculties, whether: plysical or mental, with which human
nature has been endowed, as they are strengthened by exercise so they
b m‘- drowsv and feeble througu dﬁuse that mtdlcctual develop-
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et depends se mnch” apon ’0 rganization, and iz congequently toes
great an extent Lr-tedxmn, that on-an average children resewble their
parents as mnuch in their mental capacity, in their tendencies and tom-
pers, and-in the degree in which ideas call up emotions, as they do in
their foattres and -their bodily constitution ; mau the mentqi charaezer-
istics which the Shanars or any other caste may exemplify in one ge-
neration ‘cannot be modified in sureeeding g:;wcr afions, as in other
countries they would be, by the infermisture. of the characteristios of
'am* niher caste; clags, or ¢ 'tumum but-are perpetuated by the wﬁ enee
of caste vestrictions and the prag stiee of intermarriage :mmnrrst Dear ra-
iatweS; that every caste, being cut off froms intimasy with ove Ty emer-
aste, its ch’ua.cber can be n.s.:z.]rrcfl, if changed at al 1 oniy uh dnd ik by a
ch":nwﬂ in its cireumstances, or by the ‘operation of anew class of mo-
ral causes ; and that, apart from the introdustion of Christianity and the
eaﬁabh;hm&xt of Christian schools, no change in the circumstances of
the Shanars, or merely moral motive, can be efficacious cnough ta awak-
e their mmds, or induce Lhem to- take even the fivst ste 2p tovwards i in=
,teﬂeciw)l ungr“vnmunt by learning to read :—let these things be taken
into account, and the reader will readily understand héw doep and ge-
nﬂral and, exce pb it be removed by Chms’mam‘cy, how hopehs I'msr’, be
‘the :mentﬁl torpor of 5o’ pom‘ s md.biﬂntr '"1& s0. Lastn-mc‘

ainon i‘rozn t’ne v-”ul hnom sunnuomtv of t Ne-
asses: c‘ %hc Hmrlm in every &ep‘wtmmf o} Tant-

1th- mher Hm&u frmes, ﬂi& 20t~
the Shﬁuars., T am not acquainted
D1 ~slaves on the western coast,
in the Carsatic dowrr

1 tua,t LUH' vzm he

"n:'*
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higher castes than the Shanars have, their intellecls have héen sharp-
ened and even their expressions and pronunciation are more accurate.

The mtc}leutual ‘condition of the mative Christians of the bhanar
caste, though in some degree modified by their Christianity, is lower than
most Emopezms can conceive to be possible. The difficulty we meet
with in ‘teaching the members of .our congregations who are unable to
read, (the vast majority as yet,) to commit to memory one short passage
of Seripture every weck, even if we relieve them from the stil sorer task
of endeavouring to understand it ; and mere especially the difficulty we
find in maling:the majority of our Catechists and Schoohnasters, thongh
the choicest intellects in their caste, comprehend the pldinest doctrinal
plmelples, trace the connexion of the links in the simplest chain of rea-
soning, or draw the most obvious inferences from facts ;—these convey
practically to all who arve engaged in Missionary labours amongst the
Shanars a melancholy idea oi' the intellectual duliness of th‘* class.
Even in the case of the most intelligent and studious nalives we have in
connexion with the Mission, (I speak of the Missions of the Society for
the I?ropagatwn of the Grospel,) irrespective of their weakness of cha-
racter as compared with Eulopeana, which is a sepamte consideration
and a me distressing one, T do not know of a single individual wha
really appears able to think for himself on any poiul of Christian docs
trine, or seripbural interpretation, or on any social questmn and they
who appear to best advantage at our annual examinations of {he Mis-
sion agents are those whose memories are most retentive of the explana-
“tions, Hne ﬁlustwt;ons, and the very cxpreﬂsmns “thabhave been dictat-
ed to them by their Missionaries. I this be the condition of thie most
intellectual class, how torpid must be the minds of the majority ! and
how far is it necessary for them to rise above their present eondition
before they can updérstand the reasons of the Cliistian fuitl, or apply
its teaching to the direction of their lives with diveriminate conseienti-
ousness, or propagate it with an uubidden zeal <prmrrmu up m i}xe r-on
vietions of their own minds ! ‘

The. dullness of intellect by which thc ma_]emfv of the. S.lanars are
lham’c erized h as unsmsmonablv a prqudxcml effect on ﬂxen’ n.orﬁ?',,

lman, Lke ﬂm rohwmu avsx ems :‘-% i} he hcameu wr

-thi Ep‘t’_}j\’)é&{:’» for mm,,; 1!3 waa nveaied an ‘heuc

wily endeavour in the ,'ﬁ,rst‘ place to mal\ - thelr- hearers un-
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Gerstand it, and then fo impress its {ruths upon their hearls and im-
tiate them into its sp'm The moment a Shanar becomes a Christian
he is. 1equ1rcd to apply his mind to the comprehension of a new set of
ideas ; ; and, being ?crfeeﬂy illiterate, it is found necessary for him'to
Pegin by committing to’memory poxhom of Catechisms and passages’
of Seripture, thmzt which it were in vain to expect him to comprehend

absteactions.  This is @ new kind of employment, and a most wearisome
one, to pecple who lmew that kthey hiad hands and mouths, but had no
sus')zcmnihwt they had min Yet, if they would becoute Christians,
they. cannot eseape from this dire mental toil; for no Missionary will
allow any man, woman, or ¢hild o be called a Christian who  does
nob en&eavnur in some ehapc to understand what Christianity is. The
fhrfumon of Chngna, ty involving systﬂmatm mstruetion, and idstruction
being distasteful to pemons of feeble intellect, Christianity, in the esti-
mation of the Shapars, is a difficult, htuvary religion. The name by which
Christians are comrﬂc,sly called is 10'1rnnr>. * A man is said ““4o com-
mence to learn,” when he bﬂcomes a Lhmstlan; and when he relapses
4nto Heathenism “ to rcfus_, 6 lears.”  Fven in ‘the language used by
rthe stwmmmes, Wnen peop -emnmce Clmshamby they are not ordi-
: : ,” but are said to have “ plac-
ui memse}vcs umwr (‘J‘s,l stian ;nmc "on "‘Tow the aspect under
thch(‘hmstmmtv appears in ﬂns becuLaa: s:‘até of things is by nomeans
& “attractive one to the: Shanar mmd and the labour and i'roublc which
t}; ylmcvw their -:1111}.1::&-5q will entail upon them, in the cvent of their
wmmz, = Chivistians, aré a Serious obstacle in the way of their eonver-
'(rerfrth of camlcumn, or impulse from

or '*n*bua}‘v athexstlc. Iﬁ
jections of high c‘}stc Hindus

sooulazity. ~ “If they em-
in the eyes of their caste,
'}"ﬂl l:m east cﬁ uy thwﬂ

schoo : Ot these. o‘b
last e:.ly,m commonl
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him in the sogial sesle. ‘The objections and excuses which the Sha-
‘nasare. acanswmed. to brm,o; forward ave peculun to themselves, and
‘are exwﬂent illustrations of their charactor, their mental ealibre, and
“their social condition. Thw & Shanar will say ;—* I shall becoms &
Chmtmn When the rest of thia people of the village come. How oan I
learn 2lope ;7 or,—* 1 shall become a Christian when God wills, when
Ee D’WBE me msunm, or tellsme in 2 dream that I must learn 3 ory—
31 become & Christian, the devil will kill me: Iy nelghbour who be-
g& to. learn last year lost an eye before two months were over, and :f .
‘he had not gone back in timehe would have been a dead man ere now;’
‘?’,!'i it I become 8 bhmsdmu, favewsll to dances and festivals and casts
eustoms ; farewell to the deat, delicious uproat of tom-toms and horns,
ab weddings and funerals ;” or,— if I join the congregation, Ishall not
be allowed to work on Sundays: every little accidental fault will be
strlctly nquired into. and I shall be expected to give money o & great
‘many Societies;” or, as a last defence, from which they think nothing
can drive them,—* if I become a Christian Ishall have to loarn a great
deal: morning and evening the gong or drum will be calling me fo
Chureh; asd if' I don’t come often you will he vexed ; and the Catechist
Natways be runnm;: after me to teach me something or other. Tama
“poor, stupid man and dont understend any thing. Why should I teke
- 8o much trouble about any thmg that is not ea.?ahle or wearable ? You
say if I become o Christion i will be well for me after T die; but who
~has seen heaven ? who has seen hell?" It is the Shanar ides, not that
their rehgmn is frus, bub that it is good enough for them. ¢ Christisni-
iy, though & very noble rehglon ig not suitable for hard warkma,,sbuyzd
-people sueh ‘ae the}' are, who always go to sleep when their work is
over,and s : mmafzr to think.” They never Yenture to suppose
n, OF 0t & goo& one u.bstrabbly “Unsophisti-

tha.t itis m,t
“eated Shanars wouM reckon it the height of impudence for any one to
mmy that the relxgxon of the white gentlemen—judges, magistrates, and
roissionaries, besides the Governor Greneral and the Queen—is not a fiue
roli [g'zon Bub its truth is like the truth of mathematies, very puzzling
.and very unprofitable to poor peo;ue-—-a. species. of truth whick it is not
ry- for them to kLow. “ As i is necessary - for the village ac-
amtant 1o, understand the extraction of sguare-roots; and the astrolo- -
know inwhat ‘asterism the moon is, 80 it is necessary- for Rurope-
and tou i_nﬂére*"vxr’i Chxshantv Without it how could the vy administer
(,eas ‘they to? - How could they be gentle raon £ But it s ackme-
assary that Shanars should be discontented with. Fheir humble faith.
"’t serves: them to keep the devils in check and that is all they want.”
© Having no idea of .God’s. government of the world, of rewards 2nd pu-
xzwmmts 8 Tufure state, or of the nmemnv of an aton-mﬂm fox

'z




65

their sms, they do ot _comprehend that Christisnity is »s necessnry
for them gs for us, and that when the poor ox illilernio reject 1L, they
reject L_hag which alone can make them, ng only wise, but rich snd great
Aor ever.
.. Ag the m’ce]lec‘,nal dulness.of the Shanaws is praciically an chstacle to.
hen' reception of Christianity, so aiter they have becors Christians it
i# aserious hindrance to their progress in ﬂ;e Christiau life. In propor-
tion as the power of apprehension is weak the sphere in which religion
acts is contracted, its influence is diminished, and the development.of
its feuigdis checked.  Growth in the knowledge of our Lord and Savi-
our Jesus Chirist is an_ essential condition of growthin Graee. Grace s
nob & matesial influsnee, bub & concomitynt of the truth ; and where
the mind's ubmost efforts scarcoly enable ifto. rasp the first principles
af the oracles of God, it will, genemﬂv be mmad that Christian piety has
not advanced beyc;nd first principles. = The spirit of wisdom and ynder-
s%a.nﬂmg is as necessary . gift of Graee as the spirit of Gols boly
foar ;. and - thcy who do nai; or cannet add {0 their virtue knowledge
will be -sore hmdered in. rﬂnnmg the race ‘that is'set before them.
Hemae, the mtellechlal deﬁmen sies of the: Sha.mrs affect unfavorably
their religions prospeets s without. denying: the gperation of other
fanines, those defiviencies alo _would suffice to account for mueh of
tba disparity apparent between their advancement in Christianity and
&t of the Christian converts in primitive times. 'We road that ths
> often resisted and often des;n&e& and that their taﬁchmg
misrepresentéd through the hostility of the enemies of the
t we do not read that their: teaubmg was ey ér unintelligible
th‘ tupuhiy of their hearers alone. Viewed sireply-es come:
3 derful Ep;stles ﬂmy Wrote wegf nob ai:vova the men-
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infancy whatever, but all at once they were born men in Christ.  Sure-
Ly we cannot expeet sny thing similar in the first generation, or even
he: peoond, -of Christian ‘Shenars. © We ‘oaunot jusily expect that a
statne of ¢ plaw or gypsum shall have the atreﬁgth or the beauty, the
durshility or the polish of ene of Carrara marble, though the design,
the proportions; and the g'memi offect be the same. . Christianity dovs
not giter men's minds prior- o Hheir: vesdption oF 1. It cannot be
responsx%le for the vondition in which it finds them: But it'is gratify-
g to know that: whatever be that condition, it improves sad clevates
it by sanctifyingit, * The entrance of God's word giveth light it
‘giveth vuderstanding to-the simple;” and ﬂus i8 ahg groumi cf txhe }icme
we ente.sain in the poor Shaner'sbehalf, - :

- Let 9o one suppose from any thing that has boen said that C};mstmm:y
is beyond the reack of the Shanar's intellect, or of that of any human
being. They are capable of understanding ils essentisl truths Srhen
uuart:ﬁem}ly and popularly stated, They are capablo of believing what
they know, and practising what they believe, and loving what they pmc—
“tise.. As far as T con judge from appearances, the most consistently pi-
: “hristian i my diatrictis a person who cannot read. Enowing Little
‘else; hie appeass to kndw the only true Godand Jesus Christ whom He
hath sent; and there arve not o fowin Tinnevelly who lke him find tha
‘most necessary truths the elearest. * Believe on the Lord Jesus Clirist.
iazwi thou shult be saved : "—this gersn of Christian dectrine is as clear to

e Shaﬁm 88 to us On; i»he. athar mmlfthe loncai&evelopmm af”ﬂm‘

i

::oavmced ..ml wm‘erte& by ﬁm
BT s ‘thus pramﬁefi mz

* Babes ;7 &8 wdi 19 * strong meat for m that sre’ Les

hﬁnee Wnen we: ﬁn& a peezaie who, J;keﬂia ShM, are fhﬂdrm i uzxdg»

3 _damsuts*af a..vmﬂ grace; - and ﬁza.t zﬁ is not the amauﬁt af a
3 15 tue w he mames of bhem,,not tma num‘oor of tmivnts cem'

‘g&.maé i 5 higher, y:gsg.mi'
“{hian they whe. ha-.ve recuvad five :md vameri other five. ¥ To him that,
Mh shell be given ;" and this 35 God's mile beth n ‘Iatme andip

+ As Burcpean Cheistians, we have ‘vexson to thank God for many
voor-and porfack ifts” ofspecial love: but e Shanires have also rea
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som. to thank Him £y His mercifal condeseension to their low estafe,
‘He condeseended to the lowly, when He assumed man's nature; and
He still condescends to the lowly when He makes the faintest glimpse
of divine knowledge and ¢ faith like a grain of mnstard seed” 'a’vm}a-
ble for a-Bhanar's salvation.. ,
It is gratifying to perceive the efﬂcmy a" Ghrxabmn edueation in im-
proving the mental g8 well ‘as the moval condition of the Shanars.
Though even the educated are very deficient in mtellxgenee, vet it
is unquestionsble that there is & marked contrast in many particulars
between. themt and*the uneducated. I do mot mean, and no per-
son of reflection will suppose, that all the educated youth are neces.
sarily superior ¥o all their uneducated seniors in imjegrity of character,
in the desire of lmprovement or evenin veal mental enlightenment. In
the majority of cases however their snpermnty is immense, a8 regards
their pawer of comprehensmn and their power of expression, their ahi-
ity to follow the service with intelligence and understand sermons, snd
their pexception of the foree of arguments and persuasions, Their edu-
cation, such as it is, has given us aceess to-their minds ;. and hence its
valne, when compared with the total ignorance of the majority and their
co::sequent ummpresszbﬂ;by, is incalculably great. And if we do not
“see all the results we. 1aok fer now we shall by God’s bressmg, see them
hereaﬁer ST ‘
- If it were owr main’ ijt"uh to make ﬂ:e pupﬂs in our sehoels logmai
; ma.smners, sre might give up the task in despair. ‘We can teachevery
_branch of study move successfully than the art of thinking. But the
grand o}sgect of the education we give is rather a moral than amintel-
ectusl one; Others may aim at thé heart through the intellect: we
teﬂect through the heart. ¥We hope; it is true, to awaken
inking powers; but this hope is subordinate- to, and included in,
admg their souls to Christ. In many cages, especially iu
es-and b m&.ng schools, the pupils are -acquainted not only
but, to smﬁe exbent thh the. sgnmt of Gﬂd’s word

;}gﬁs@——a aza?posltmn
_a mass. of ‘»}m netive

ﬂ%.&m& ('uswm aupa .



pose &lso shah 8 D*@diynumbfr of these have wdded % to vittue ga&-~
Tiness,” and spiritusl to-intellecinal fife; and who can seloulste the
degree in which i may please Goa to raise *hxs entire 3 me, menﬁalb
as well as motally ?. e
5. There is a.nother pecu_umty in- the Shanar xmml -e‘htcn ma.y
briefly be noticed asinfluencing their moral condition aud yrospects, es-
;1 cially with respect to-their reception of Christianity: S
- Partly through their indolent submission to° cuslom, and “parily
Lrough their inability to think for themselves, and their- mmch‘v, their
habits of mind are “ gregarious” beyond those of any people I kmow.
*Bolitary individusls ‘amongst them ravely adopt any naw n;l_uot
ot any new course of procedure. - They follow the » Laulm*‘wi, to-doevil,
and they followthe multitude to do good. They think ix herds. Hence
intividuals and single familics Farely ave found to relinguish keatheni
‘and join the Christian Church, - They wait till favourable cireumst ances
‘igfluence the minds of their relatives or nexghbcmrs end then they
come ina body “Tn liks mannor, if through any cause a new learner
“should wis h to return to heathenism, he generally wails (il ke can sue-
“goed in engaging on his side thc S‘i"mpat.hxos of a pox-tmn of the con-
; ‘g;egsmon. : :
~When single mchwdua. 5 or,fa.m’ihes embrace Christianity, éhéiz' &po&
tagy is of comparatively rare ocourrence ; asin the ver vy-fact of their
“seting on their own convietions, without waiting for others, th v have
proved themselves possessed of an independent judgment and strength.
~of will: This gregarious msyngmon 4ppears in'the after fife of the ma-
: enty o ﬁiie eonverts. Tt is: mconeewab}y diffoudt to i imduce Hdivi-
dusl : "g*é unaecmtome& sten alane Eu:tv »when a{msve~-

it and swin Wlth f,he streztm I generai 'shey
: cm& &ﬁé would: feel lonely szi helpless if Ieﬂ:

Tt is'now tuu, to bﬂﬁg to's close this skeim ci the mmgm 3
Tooral gondt dition ‘and” prospects of the Shanars. The Cesﬂliat“oﬁ ;
given of the general characteristies of the daas. especially: of
-demonclatry ‘and-its’ consequences, will- enable the Biglh
~form » folerably corrvect idea of the condition ofhmm hoa
: yrcvspacts of Chriflianity in Tinnevelly. -
“yaier onp than was anhmpated but-I am sure tha itis an partial,
 faithful, truthful one. And if the exhibition of it tend to donpen in
- any mind ite abhorrence of the devil and his works, or exciteit to move
vompassionate love and more generous exertion in behalf of souls w, ch
-Christ died %o save, and Wlnch are perishing f for lack of k'mv' fedge,
- great end I have hadin view will be: gained.
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14 is alwamys satisfactory o know what it i with which we are con.
mmimg ; what are its powers and rescurces; and what sre the resulis
which may fairly be anticipated. - It has been our lot in Tm.levax}? to
suffer from the exaggerations of both friends and foes ; and it is diffi-
cult, psrhaps impossible, fo refute the one without appearing togive &
triumph to the other. I hope I have done botter than refute either by
furnishing facts and stating principles for the guidance of the Christian
enguirer. - I have neither attacked nor defendéd. It has been my de-
gire neither to blacken the pzctme by prejudice, nor to ‘‘say smooth
things and prophesy deceits.” - I have endeavoured to illustrate the ya-
tare of the sapersﬁhons and moral evils which Christianity has to sup-
plant in this provinee, the characteristics and capacity of the classes
with whom we Have to deal, the facilitics and hindrances to the progress
of Christianity which are involved in the circumstances of the people,
and the nature of the trials or encouragements with which the Mission-
avies meeb.. Tt cannot do havm io throw light on the condition- of the
people whom we are endeavoring. to christianize. The exclusion of ro-
mantic: ‘sentiment may- yrvvozn: disappointment hereafter, and will, I
trust, have the effect of rowsing 6. our aid ‘principled of infinitely
grester strength, durability, and value, - I confess that in the pictare I
hewe deawn there seems to me ﬂci:hmg which is likely to interestthe
m&raly naturel mind. The -wise man, the scribe, The &Eputsr of this
world,” the political economist, the merchent, the seekor after the
plmesque, would find nothing suitable to their purpose amongst the
&h . Worldly men seeking to accomplish their worldly objects, or
aumng at henevolent objects in a worldly spirit, would abandon so de-

‘& peoplodo their fate., But they who * know the Grace of our
esus Christ, who, though He were rich, yet for our sskes
yor, that we throngh His poverty mlght be made: vich,” wilf
‘merciless a part.
Christ’s cause, and in the cause of man's welfare
o zeal. 'The more debnsing the yuperstitions,
; the: deeper: tite poverty and indolenes.
o ¢ whom we wish to christianize; s the
should oay &ewzmmahon to-meet ami master

Vﬂd and the .fﬂﬁgs
ef leze If ﬁmﬂe»




“the socisl seale fa be worth raising, too depraved o be worth saving,
whomsoever thoy may. be like, I ain sure they are not like God.
Though infaitely great, He does not despise the Yittle. He came down
from heaven to save lost man'; and never can men more resemble Him
+thay whew: ‘ﬁ}mv GHITY; or he]p to parry o poor, dun-‘vxu’cad, hzrden—
“ed; sbandoned: heaﬂx&m the knowledge of His saving grace. .
= -besides, who are we that we should despise the Shanars, or hesitate
"4 gonvey to them the bleasings of Christianity ? “Let us “look at the
“rook whenoe ‘we were hewn, and the hole, of the pxtwhence we' were
digged.” ~When the Shenars were, as they are'now, 2 ‘settled, o peace-
able;-and an industrious peopls, cur ancestors were ﬂhterate, s}uve*nma :
- savages, or wandering robbers and had not that grace which bringeth
Béﬁva'mn arvested them, notwithstanding their high organtzation end
advantages of climate, the race might }Ls.ve Yemained savage to the pre-
sent day. It is the Lord's grace alone that has mads s to differ. And’
w]ay should not the samé grace elevate the Shanars ¥ They rmght not
vise o the same height—for God givéth His Spisit **by mensure;” and-
that tensure accords only with ihe rounsel of His wills aud, besides, the'
: v;é?smal eircuristanchs of the Shanars are inferior to those of our fore-
“fathers,~but why should it not raige them pwporhonatJy 48 nruch
above their present state, both in-mind and in heert, as it raised the
Angles, and Jutes, and Saxons shove theirs P If the change from
the worship of Hertha—mother sarth—to the worship of the Lord from
heaven produced such m_rrnty results, why may not similar resuits be
,pmdzzeetl bythe-, ‘change “from the 'v"rship of deni : " the worslup of

, 88D sed. of - i:he Sbmars, asaf mamy oﬁxer cﬁstesand
! e}asses n TIndia, ﬂmt they are feneed rourd by priesteraft and prejudxae. :
axd-apparently” inaccessivle to. Ghr'sma,n ,nqueme On the contrary,
:xhe" e - peculz:my free “from pm}udw ahd: pecuhm-ly Bocessible.

Wi thﬁat priests ; without a written rehg'orxs code ; withont szored tre-
ditions ; without historic vesoliections ; witkout that aversion to Chris-
tisnity a3 a foreign religion which other classes evince : the chief obsta-
‘ele to their-evengslivation i 1s the density of their ignorance. “They have
slways beon found more willing to embrace Christianity, snd aﬂsr they

higve embraced it more willing to'be guided, controlled, snd’ moulded

by its prinsiples, thun any other class rand the number of thig ons caste

that have plared themselves wnder Oxsmtm instruction i
that of s} the other converts in Indin, in Gonnesion with all Protestant
Missions. God has opened “ a wide and offectual door” for the diffu-
‘sivr of His Gospel swongst them; and thas Gospel is-now the religion
of thousands of them in the same sense in which it s, locally and pro-
festedly, the religion of the people of Enghind.  Alrsady nesvly 40,000




,11' fmﬁhers It is true that serious defects may be drtecied in
anct tempc-r of most af the Shanar converts -«defects

th m_mglen muh theu pwi‘eus,on, it 18 t‘ertamlv. for Incha a rc*mm}r
sble thmg that so hrgﬁ a. numbe1 of ﬂns class ﬂhould have embmce&

]m,ng msn and Women, eaﬂmg uhemseives by ‘tlhie same hﬂlv neme
wherewith we are called,” invite us to “ come over 'md help them" ;

becomc Worbhy of that name, = e

’ Shanars of Tmnevehy Trave for nem'lv ﬁfty Fedrs: bean our i‘eBow» '
Fubje ind :ium:u the whole of that period they have considered
their sx.b} etion 1o the Fast Indis Company’s ‘Government and the in-
troduction of the rudiments of English Law as priceless blessings. No
fmsmectmns, 10 Tiotous: nsubordmatwn, no f}miova,lfy, havc ever been

'nfthe wnmi They gladly adow t};a‘ﬂ ’she feel'

‘&unty, zmd the certa,mt} of obtammg justice. when thoy have
an to appeal to, aré -an ample. compensation for the weight
“sed mpon. “thera.  Now if our nation hasprofited by

ings ;7"—if of the 40 lakhs of Rupevs; or thereabouts,

' ’I‘innevel}v, by far the Ty, gPr pcvrhﬂn hza,s yem'




socially, or even maserially, than it could do, and was bound to- do. It
Tas ever bem well dontent to ¢ sif-at the roceipt -"f custom,” and c:om-
mit to private benemlpnwt duty of promoting the welfare of f}ln
People. -It-appoints, on an average, onlv one Huropean Mugistrate for
thie admmmfmhon of Jnstwe amongst 200,000 souls ; one- Engineer
Offcer for the construction of }mulw works {that is, works directly
condm,we to the inerease of the revenue} for _every 830,000 souls;
-and for the millions upon millions of souls forming the population of
the Madras Presxclenu,‘, _exclusive. of th(, cxtv of Madras itself, rot
one clelzx()«)]m&ster-~~m:'t, even one.. It punishes its snbjerts when
they ?mhte' the law, but not a. Rupee does it e.;pmi in teaching
the masses of the agnvultura.l papu.aee to read and understand the law.
It considers it its duty, or finds it condueive o its intevests, to give a
~superior edacatmn t6 o fow of its own officials ; but the Shanars and the
rest of the laboring classes are too lowin the scale of caste mﬁpmta.nce
to be thought worthy of Government employment, and therefore too low
%0 expect to receive any instrustion from the Government. Hence, elﬂept
European C}ulstxa,ns, moved by compassion and Christian chanty, ex:
tond to them the benefits of Christianity, and of religi ous and secular
education, it is not likely that they will ever be taught a single Jottor.*
In pleading for the continvance and increase of (.hr‘sman effortin be-
half of the Shanars, T do not desive that any efforts fo educate an(l
evangelize the higher castes and the inhabitants of the large towns
shculd. coase. '\1'01' indeed is there anv ne°d to fear th'zt fhose c}asses

*. Tt mmust kowwer e (_entwped' n canmmmz -zmM the above .statema ﬂ)af the
Taryare men receives o monthly -zllaumzcc of s, 350 in suppors. of ”rotez-
fanf. Schaols, - 4 grant Sor this pn,pose was, ovzgmallv made i.) Scﬁzuzrtz zclzo
fe:‘m’ere& emingnt services to the Government, and wis increassd o the

é iute M) Jxoizl}wﬁ io tlm present amaunt t,’zev Camt o*’ Dn':'m»s betngsan

et ﬂt Medira aiso @ ¢ rztar'fus.f /’ms fm some time przsi Gerh }1‘d by Geverns
Bignt, Th uyia on the death o removal of the present i newmbent of the office the
ance 510 wt‘(a:’ I strict eccuraey it isvightio mention thase ﬁ«-fq of wlzzc:’z

ourfriend the: arelhor was nol aware; Shaugh they carcely ajﬂt his statemond,—
men.

K-
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vxsxt@m i
- hig rh pifts and sin ¥ Aor which the te achers
norkable :-—these throw a halo of intevest vound such instis
ious which cannot be expected in favor of eg aally necessary, but lesy
brihiant eﬁbrts, itbehailof hlat-l:, dull; conniry children; and (’he’.r black-
ex; duller parents.” TFhe more pleasing the path of duty can be wade.,
*m»i the more the oye, and the ear; and the imagination can be enlistud
on its md\-,. the greater nnmbw will'be found to patronize it. Sofar allis
well. . Bat whilst this department of Christian. duty is at tcm!ed te, T
plend h’m our endeavours to evangelize the Shanavs and agr*mdtt ral
2w should not be ellowed to. relaxi bh.m works of charity be done
“in the sunshine® shall exelusion from grivce e the punishment of
ing dull f'y{"; and hard hands? - It ix said * open thy mouath for the
md T but fulfil this command by pleading in behalf of the
mn,m th:vt the voice. of theu‘ nr,eebs . their pr éwre'ﬁness for
Lhrml*amtv, and their readiness to receive it, be listened to. T pvad thab
‘the hundreds in the Presidencies should nob intercept from the tens of
thous‘m‘j in-the country their just shave of educationsl and religions
pdvantages; that whilst Government empxoveas are well caved for, the
‘producers of ‘he country's: fa‘ 'Lshmﬂu not be rb&nﬂmma to their fate.
) £ to lavge townsP-should: the pagani

-ever? Have not the Shanars and
()m’inﬁ‘ classes S"mlq fo be saved, or lost, as

It is Hu glory of Christianity thaf out of wenk-
@de sérong. and that she chooses * the weak things of the
orldy amd the things that are des;nsed, vea and x‘;}nug that are not, to
: “Let us not then “mind high things,
7 vemeinboring the words of the
d preach the Gospel to wrary

o
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from-ite aawhxaom. Lonbz'quenﬂ} evewca ste, or atleast every cireloof
eastes, must be made the object of special (“hl'zhtlan effort.  The high
vastes in the tow‘"‘"‘"qnot be reached but by the instrumentality of
suaperior Engh' uLs. ‘Consequently; those schools form ‘a- part,
aud an essentia e entive apparatus: of Tudisn Missions. The
- Shianars, and*the normdturﬂ clusses generally, cavuot be reached but
by parochial system of village <mg1e’rat10ns and village schools, sick
a3 has been established and is in_ operation in. ’i‘xmevelly I pxead
therefore that this department of "\Iibammrya labor be considered as
equally important, and xnppmted in: proportion to the mumber of the
stations and the thent et 1113 arezz occupmd mﬂ: au eQual ﬁzeasure
of zeal.’ ' - o
Ot hope of the ele-mmo:a of these ﬁlbcs m st sme}v &epond upon
the extension and enlargement of our oWl “\’ﬁmsums. The Romanist 3
have had in Tinnevelly for ages aMi ssionary establishment, and num
yous wnrrre-rahens; and the ; ste. of Paraver fishermen. belong

to: the Romish Church. - But the genius of Romanism is unfayonrable

to improvement. “The work of introducing the cloments of education
amongst Xavier's-converts has not yet been commenced, and nobso mueh
“as one Chapter of the New Testament has been travslated into Tamil
dnving thoe three hundred vears that have elapsed siuce the Romish
Missions were esiablished V. Consequently, i may not only be asserted

bub ;m)vcd to the. satisfaction of every candid inquirer, that in-ntellect;
~hi \m, and morals e 1t omeanist. Hindus do: not differ from tue hoa-
th it m } @ sma}lest de;nbe. Hyery person c*‘ aLy Llf n’manun is wwiire

Bui. the Ro-
] deo're"e infério1' io Ule Rulmn

“inballec hm pol
manism ‘faun.& ‘jh’ Tndiais
‘and Portuguess Roman
;c]nrader 2 more enhutu:wl &.ul reformmu <pmt mwhb h.n @ heen ex-
‘pected, have failed to banish heathen usages, or intraduce prmtlc h'u
Forms; amongst the congregations from which they expelled the Porti-
wuese priests, The French Jesuits, iustead of endeavouring o raise tn
"Hindis fo ﬂmr own Icvd ‘have sunk to cuur 3. Tbey have. adoyuci
“potonly 41
judices .md low prcrhlecuom of the peop‘" (hev came to ’mpm
This conrse may have gained-for them the uttachment of the Hindus 5
bt 3% bias forfeited- their I'(mlr@./ao How can -they vespect persuns who
gink ﬁ'om ® ,uxL Giviiizution to-thelr own-loswy grmeﬂmg l(—-»ci ; wﬂ{)
1oy shoald teach, and o
: Hel schools, nor w%rmc* adu ts, },L* wntcnt ﬂ,x
s with performing masses and hesding processions by toreh-dight®
“in nons: uence of these things’ Booanism, a3 ac-uaﬂr n:uwimg in tnem
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parts, is powerful only for the perpetuation of evil, Tt makes no con-
verts from heathenism, and is considered by heathens themselves as a
heathenish ollv.: _Irrc_spectwe of the progres .a‘ﬁ“m’-w of Protestant-
ism, the intense, unbending nationality of the Yest vodhyons, whether
Enghsh or Americans, preserves them from = ally ness g ponpse ; and
in: ‘consequence, whether as colonists, or ay rmbhnrs vf’ religion, tbey
prove themselves. infinitely more efficient than the flexible Ty 1emh, or
the retrograde Portugnese and Italians.

The only Protestant Missions established in Tinnevelly are thme of.
the Church Missionar v Society and the Seciety for the Propagation of
the Govpel-—-Socmhes which work harmoniously for the ace ompﬂshment
ofa commion end; each in its own cirele of districts.

- The Missions of the latter Society compm se six distriets, with a Lhm,-
tian- populaﬁon of about 10,000 souls ; each distriet having its cireuit
of village congregations; itg baardmg and day schools, its Catechists,
Readers, and Schoolmasters, and its resident Missionary Llergvmua
and the whole provided with & central Seminary for the training up of
an efficient na.tzve agency- Unquestionably this is a noble apparatus of
Christian benevolence, which deserves to be maintained in efficioncy :
and nstmthsmnd.mg the peculiar hindrances and discouragements with
which the work is beset, its results are such as not only to Wirr.mt but
ta eall for its extension and enlargement. o

. God grant that we never halt in this worthy enmrpnze - fiH our efforts
be rewarded with complete suceess—iill the evangelization of f this entire
mce of idolaters and demonolaters become one of the “ many erowns”
ncircle the Redeemer’s brow. And what is “eqwed for the ac-
camphsilmezzt of this object, but the conmtinuance and extension of the
-alveady empleye& and which has already prodnced such en-
_rm{:s, mﬁh the vo.}tlm.ance of the blessing of the most zI;;sh

L ms‘smter Sm1euy prc»purtxon&Ln to ﬂm g}eﬂme ssof
m'zsn'mg memngs for “sezmness wl a.xfh (_rml is

_ e"y learner fhc bezieﬁt@ of pasto-‘
pevery dn‘x} af Lmusu 3 parents
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Christ"—Christ crucified, as the foun.

risen, as the hope of glory; * warning ey

man, in M”‘mlat they may prese

Jesus 3" 7 Megrayer be contin.

Grace tnat . ver down His bi .

their work, like rain upon these arid sands,~
ground; and the time will come—will speed:ly @
prayer shall be heard, when she shall see theg
labors—her alms, and patience, and faith, and wha
be put into her mouth, even. praise unto our God.”

ATl things betoken this result, and all thmgs work. together for its ac~
complishment. - * Darkness still covereth the land, and gross darkness
the people ;” but Iet not any one despond : it i§ the darkness which ) pre—
cedes the dawn. * The mormng appeareth upon the mountams," and.

joy cometh in the morning.” ’



