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PREF A CE.

¢« ‘ E THETHER successful or not, it seems well worth while that an attempt should be made to interest the -
Public in Indian Architectural art; first, because the artist and architect will certainly acquire broader
and more varied views of their art by its study, than they can acquire from any other source. More |
than this, any one who masters the subject sufficiently to be able to understand their art in its best and highest
forms, will rise from the study, with a kindlier feeling towards the nations of India, and a higher—certainly a
~ correcter—appreciation of their social status than could be obtained from their literature, or from anything that
" now exists in their anomalous social and political position.” (Fergusson's History of Indian and Eastern
A ffc/zzz‘eczf%re preface). ' . '

“The natives of India long ago found out that it is not temples and palaces alone that are capable of
ornamental treatment, but that everythmg which man makes, may become beautiful, provided the hand of taste be
guided by sound judgment, and that the architect never forgets what the object is, and never conceals the

constructive exigencies of the building itself. It is simply this inherent taste and love of beauty, which the natives
seem always to have possessed, which enables any one to work successfully in any age and under any conditions.”
(Fergusson, p. 487). '

Photography has done much to make us acquainted with the general charicter of the magnificent buildings
which are to be found in many parts of India, and the Archzological Department has done much in preparing
plans of ancient buildings and in producing plates for archeological purposes, but few attempts have yet been
made to produce architectural details in such a shape as would be easily accessible and of practical use to the
architect and the artizan.

All who take an interest in architecture must regret the poverty in design, espec1ally in details, which as
a rule characterises modern buildings in this country. Standard plans are too often produced, and buildings are
erected, by those who have no sympathy with Oriental architecture, and have never made any attempt to take
advantage of the architectural wealth and beautiful examples everywhere around us.

Few men in India, it is true, have the time or the opportunity, to make collectlons of archltectural stuches
nor is it likely that many opp%rtumtles will occur of erecting buildings so grand as are met with at Ahmedabad,
Delhi, or Agra. Still there fs no reason why the details which everywhere meet the eye, so full of vigour, so
~graceful and so suitable, -should not be made use of in modern buildings. Why should verandah pillars, for
instance, be put in front of doors and windows? or openings which are exposed to an Indian sun and to monsoon
rain, be without any attempt to protect them > and yet how often one sees errors of this sort. |

It is not pretended that the collection known as the ]alpur Portfolios, of which thlS forms Vol. XI
‘anything like exhaustive. The drawings have all been carefully done and have been arranged in parts—each sheet '
loose—so that the different examples may be compared and selections readily made Many of the details are on a
large scale to serve as Workmg drawings for the architect and artizan. A :

- The lads who have been employed in preparmg the drawings are all natives of ]alpur Lala Ram Bux,
to whom it was stated in the previous Portfolios credit is due for the assistance he gave in. the preparation of the
first ten volumes, died about eight years ago. Lala Shunker Lall, head draftsman, has succeeded him and deserves _

credit. These men have gamed much by the examples they have drawn.

The hberahty of His chrhness Maharaja Sawaz Madho Sm ‘h of_‘]alpur has enabled these Portfohos tojc
“be. pubhshed—~not w1th any expectatlon of remunerauon, but with th - that the drawmgs may help those who
g;may be called upon. in the futur fit by the past. o

The drawings marked * in the Index have been copied from pubhshed records ; those marked * are from

- designs prepared in Sir S. Jacob's office at Jaipuz; these are 1ncluded here in the hope that they may be useful as -
- examples.  The other drawings are from actual measurement of the or1g1na1 bu1ld1ngs ‘Volumes of examples
- might be collected from all parts of India, if one only had time and opportumty to take up the subject This is
but a small contrlbutlon and by no means as complete or as perfect as. 1t rmght be; but it may perhaps be found
useful '
S S JAC.O B.‘_,
]alpur | -
| March 1912
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