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INTRODUCTION.

No book in Tamil is so popular and is held in such high
esteem as our Thirukural. The reasons are not far to seek. The
hook is both comprehensive in its scope and universal in its appeal.
Probably THIRUVALLUVAR is the only sage who had the
ambition and the capacity to write on all the Purusharthams
excepting Moksha, whereas Manu and other so called greater lights
whether they had the capacity or not, dared not attempt such an
ambitious task but were content to illumine one of these.
The secret of its success lies in its universality. The sage of
Mylapore is not a mere Polonius playing in the shallow waters of
platitude but a great moralist, politician, poet and Seer diving
deep into the very heart of the Universe, going direct to the etcrnal
verities of life and unchanging truths of the world, leaving aside
creeds and dogmas, customs and conventions. He grapples hard
and solves aright the mysterious problem of life and death. His
vision was telescopic rather than microscopic and he was gifted
with an enviable sense of proportion and unrivalled grasp of the
essential, denied to so many other moralists of the world which
saved hin: from equating eternal truths with passing customs. In
short his is a work for all times and climes. Hence it is no para-
dox to say that the KURAL though as old as the Christian era is
as fresh as the morning breeze. Jains and Buddhists, Christians
and Hindus, Theists and Atheists hail him as their poet and
philosopher. He is furthermore the greatest idealist and at the
same time the greatest practical man of the world. The life he
plans for us is an ideal one but at the same time he throws out
precious suggestions to help us live that life in the work a day
world of ours.

Brevity is the life of the KURAL. This gives point and force
to its statements and thus arrests the attention of its reader leaving
on the readers’ mind an indelible impression. True it is that the
Sanskrit sutra literature had become famous for brevity. The
Sutras however are very much like algebraical formulas complex
and confused ; it is brevity with a vengeance. In the Kural on the
other hand, brevity is the hand maid of lucidity. The sutras are in
prose-and that too in very bad prose giving us terrifying lessons in
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intellectual gymnasium. The kural, however, is every word of it a
poetry, a work of art and as such a joy for ever.

Therefore if brevity is its life poetry is its very soul. The apt
similes work not merely by the law of association of ideas but also
by the more wonderful law of association of emotions. They not
only make the statements vivid but kindle in us the right kind of
emotion necessaty to appreciate the truth. Thiruvalluvar is
revealed to us in all his glory and grandeur as a great poet and
dramatist in the third part of his work KAMATHU PAL.
VIRASOLIAM takes almost all its illustrations for explaining its
principles on rhetoric from Thirukural. Thiruvalluvar is therefore
a great master of practical rhetoric though probably he was
unconcions of it himself.

Such an important work as this especially because of its
brevity must be interpreted aright to be well understood by all.
Many have been the commentators of whom ten have become
immortal. Unfortunately till now the commentary of PARI-
MELALAGAR alone has seen the light of day and the editor of
the present work is bringing to light another commentary that of
MANAKKUDAVAR. Not only will this commentary help us to
take a step forward in the textual and historical criticism of the
~ Kural but will also enable us to estimate aright the original

contributions of PARIMELALAGAR. Where the other eight
commentaries are Heaven alone knows. Something however is
better than nothing and let us heartily thank the editor for having
rescued this at least from the clutches of oblivion and given us a
scholarly edition of the work. Only those who have seen the
manuscripts at least once in their life, can appreciate the scholar-
ship patience labour and time involved in editing a work like the
one now published.

Tamilagam, T. P. MEENAKSHI SUNDARAN,
Chintadripet, g M.A., B.L.,
Madras, 26-3-1925. Councillor, Corporation of Madras.
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