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FOREWORD

Ula is one of the ninety-six “Prabandhams”
in Tamil, which along with Kalambagam, antha.
thi, Pillai Tamil and Kovai is included in the sylla-
bus for the beginner in the study of Tamil litera-
ture. This kind of poetical composition is classified
under the broad divisions of Thodar-Nilai-Cheyyul
with a continuity of action running through the
whole work, and of Virundu a piece with a new
theme. The metre of the poem is Nerisai-kali
Venba. The subject matter of an Ula is as follows:

A youthful hero of noble birth full of the glory
‘arising from meritorious and mighty deeds, goes
through the city on a procession with all the
paraphernalia pertaining to his position and
‘greatness. Ladies of all ages throng at the sides
of the streets to see the procession The women
between the years of five and forty-two are
divided into seven kinds according to age ; and one
from each stage of life is represented as hurrying
to look at the beloved hero. Her mental
experience at the sight of him is described. The
work as a whole is a study of the growth of
woman’s personal graces and psychic faculties.
The evolution of the woman’s attitude towards
the object of her love, her emotional and social
life, her ideals, her associations, her occupations,
her recreations are all brought forth with
vividness and fidelity to nature. The main topic

of the poem is of course, the hero, his greatness
31
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and his valour. If the Ula is in honour of God, it
treats of His majesty and His manner of
salvation. Some of the masterpieces of this kind
are the canonical. Ula of Seramanperumal Naya-
nar, a divine and unique poem, the Ula of
Irattayar, the twin poets, an inspired poem, and
the historical Ulas of Koothan exhibiting wonder-
ful poetic skill- Minakshisundaram Pillai’s Thiru-
vidaimaruthur ula is the elaborate and finished
jewel of a great and dexterous literary workman-
Some others are chaste, simple and brief.
Thirukkadavur ula helongs to this last kind.

The author of this book, Subramanya Kavi-
rayar was a native of Thirukkadawvur. His other
literary offsprings are Thirumayilaikovai, Thiru-
mayilai anthathi both referring to Mylapore,
Thirukkadavur-puranam and Thirunallatruppura
pam. He belongs to the othuvar sect of vellalas.
His family is a well-known and respectable one,
whose members are the hereditary chanters of
the Tamil Vedas in the local temple of immortal
fame. He had two sons; one of them Somasundara
Swamigal took up orders and was ordained a
Thambiran, and the other Amirthalinga Othuvar
was ordained to tend the sacred fire at home. The
latter left two soms ; Swaminatha Othuvar, the
elder, combined in him- the. work of a guru in the
Board school of the village with his hereditary
work in the temple, and Kumaraswami Othuvar
the second, has left behind him Arumuga Othuvar,
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whp follows on the wake of his uncle as a tea-
cher and chanter.

The Ula was written about 80 years ago.
The author, besides being a man of letters, was
an attractive and humorous speaker. His poems
bear the marks of a careful writer with a delicate
ear. Their rhythm is melodious and their diction
dignified and pure. The poet not only composed
his works along the lines of the old classics and
grammar, but besprinkled them with the
doctrines of his sect- Bhakthi to guru, God and
saints, and the characteristics of Pati, pasu, and
pasam are treated in a judiciously brief but clear
way.

Some days ago, M. R. Ry. Swaminatha
Othuvar Avl., came to me for bringing the Ula out
in the vehicle of print. When I saw that he was
taking efforts, too strenuous for his age of 63, I
could not but tundertake to help him. By
complying with his word, I had the fortune to
place the book in the hands of students of Tamil -
and be nearer to my God’s grace. My sincere
thanks are due to M. R. Ry. C. V. Jambulingam .
Pillai Avl., of Mylapore who kindly lonoked after
the correction of proofs and printing.

“orfor G ar @0 s Qeralar eeg.”

2%&%3}11'7 P. A, Mathuthandavaraya Pillai.
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