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INTRODUCTION

Gnanambikai is the fourth of a series of Tamil
Novels by Rai Sahib T. M. Ponnuswami Pillai, Retired
Treasurer, Paper Currency, Rangoon. With a simple
plot this novel is more interesting and more humaniz-
ing than its predecessors.

A barren wife longing for a heir to enjoy the prin-
cely fortune of her husband instigates .her husband to
marry a second wife. When the second wife brings
forth a child, a brother of the first wife seduces his
sister with objects of self aggrandizement. This
seduction is the basis of this novel. The victim there-
of is the heroine.

The heroine is a perfect model of maidenhood. As
servant girl sheis subject to severe trials and she
passes successfully through the ordeal. With self-
sacrifice as talisman and tact as philosophers stone,
she is ever bent on converting vice into golden virtue.
She appears to be a paradox in whom meet the ex-
tremes, ingenuousness and ingenuity. Versatility is her
crowning virtue. I may be condemed as verbose, if I
should say more.

The conclusion is, as usual with this author, a
masterpiece of art. Itis, as it were, 2 magic lantern
throwing romantic images of mercy and benevolence,
gratitude and amelioration, virtue and its reward.

There is another bit of philosophic pabulum in the
XIX chapter. A comparative study of our sects shows



X

that Saiva Sidhanta and Visishtadhvaita are only twins
of Hindu Religious Philosophy. The cardinal points
of salvation concur with those of some of the exotic
religions. Dear Reader, whoever you are, only
substitute the name of your God here in the place of
Siva, mulatis—mutandis. You will find your Religious
philosophy reflected here. So I assure you that this
chapter need not bias you.

We ought to be thankful to the author for giving
our sons and daughters such flavoursome and balmy
treats of fiction.’ '

The unavoidable delay caused in printing the book
has forced upon me this pleasant task of introducing
it, which otherwise should have fallen on better shoul-
ders.

PERAMBUR, 2 T. CHELVAKESAVAROYAN,
gth July 1913,
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