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FOREWORD:

SiSTER V. BALAMMAL has asked me to write a Fore-
word to the Tamil Translation of the Note by Pandit
Madhan Mohan Malaviya attached to the Report
of the Indian Industrial Commission which ' she ig
publishing. The idea of bringing home to the
masses in South Indiain their own vernacular tongue,
the gravity of the . momentous ‘issues raised by * the
report of the Indian  Industrial Commission as well
as of the excellent'note of the Pandit- attached to 'it,
is. an'admirable one. Sister Balammal needs no
introduction to the Tamll country as her pubhcatxons
both original and: by way of translation, have gained a
wide reputatlon worthy of the culture and scho!arslnp :
of the eniment -authoress, -~ The chaste and ‘elegant.
Tamil into whmh she had Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim’s
Minute of Dissent to the Report of the Pubhc Sér-.
vices Commission translated is itself a strong fecom-
mendanon for her undertakmcr thls task w’mch she:
has now set before herself. :
It is a difficult feat to translate oﬁicxal reports deal-
ing with: pohncal questions as will be evident' from a’
perusalof the official translations now and then appear-
ing in the GOVernmeﬂt Gazettes, - Sister Balammal’s
publications - are free from the many defects whxch
disfigure the - official translatxons Writers 'in  the
vernacular newspapers - -where: they ‘have to “cenvey
what they read in English to the readers in‘the verna-
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cular have complained to me of the difficulties they
feel fn expressing those ideas correctly.  This trans-
lation “is not in that hybrid - tongue which .one ‘is
accustomed to see in official publications and not
infrequently also in the columans of the Duily Verna—
cular Press. R R
- The subject of economic reconstructmn ané‘ parti-
cularly industrial development in India is equal in
importance to that of political reform and this bas
been fully recognised by all the Indian politicians of
light and leading for the last two decades., It may
be stated with truth that more has been said and
written on the subjecrr than has been accomplished.
It is indeed difficult for any one- to suggest new 1deas
on this' topic. - -
- The conclusions of the Indtan Inéusmai Commls—
sion may be briefly - summed up as follows : “ That
India is a country rich in raw materials. and i in- idus-
trial possibilities, but poor in' manufacturing accom-
plishment.” The deficiencies in her industrial systemf

“arg-such as to: render her liable to foreign penietratian .
in-times of peace and to serious dangers in times of’
war, Her labour isinefficient, but for this reason
capa%;;le of  vast 1mprovement. ‘She relles ‘ ‘almost
entirely on foreign sources for foremen and supervisors
-and her intelligentia have yet to develop a right tradi-

- tion of industrialism.” - They emphasise the necessity
of securing  the economic safety -of the country and .
the inability of her people to secure it without "active
Government co-operation and stimulation, - ‘They urge
3 on: the Government the: pohcy of energetxe interven-



@rfus wsg0sr e fpoy. X
tion in the mdustrial affairs - of 'the country The
adoptlon of the constructive proposals in that Report
demands that in future Governmernt must play a very

.active part in the industrial development of the country

with the aim of making India more self-contained in
zespect of men and material, . And.in order to enable

‘the Governmeat to undertake that part they have

made recommendations of measures, which, if adopted,
will make it possible for the Government to  provide

itself with adequate admxmstratxve equipment and fore-

arm itself with reliable scientific and technical advice.
~Unlike. Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim’s - Minute . the

~Pandit’s Note is not one of dissent from the Rep&rt it
~is more in the nature of addendum to it bringing cut

_prominently certain features which, for obvious rea.
“sons, are left unsaid in the Report itself.~ Insubstance

there is no disagreement between -the Pandit and' ‘chc
test of the Members of the Commission. e ;

. 'While the Commission recognised that a detaxied;
-account . of the economic position is- necessary for a
.clear understanding of the complex factors which must:

‘be taken into account before frammg a remedxal‘

‘pohcy, the Pandit points out in his note’ that “his col-

leaguks have .not correctly gauged the causes which -

b;fu_ught about the growth of mdqstnes in -England

‘and the 'want of such growth in India and with a

view to remedying that defect, he has by reference: to

‘historical accounts. traced India’s glorious past and

melancholy present as a manufacturmg as well as an
agricultural country and. has shewn how India game to

be anagricultural countty and the extent to which Eng
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Tand is indebted to India for ‘her- great Industriaﬁ‘
V'Revoiutmn, His object in drawmg “attention to “the-
sins of commission and omission on the part of “the-
British Government and the British people is with the:
hope that it may lead some of those English fellow--
subjects who are unwilling to let the Government ofi
India protect and promote Indian industries, “to-
. yecall to mind how much India has contributed-to the-
profits of England for over a century and a half and
‘how large issues suffer from the illiberal pohcy
which has hitherto been pursued towards her. '
The great war which has just now so happ1 y ter--
‘minated has in more senses than one, been a blessing”
to this country, “It’gave us this Industrial’ Commis--
sion at a time when many’ of tis had begun to ‘takea.
“despondent view and the cry of despair that Indlan "
industries have no future against European competl- .
tion and that India is sinking lower and lower as a
‘purely agrlcultural country, was on the 11ps of many an .
ardent " patriot, It is true that there were some who
took ‘the ‘roseate’ view that ~the. trade of India was
growxng up by leaps and bounds under the Brltxsh-
rule and that the increasing figures of Impox:ts and
exports. was an index to the growth of Indian manu»/{.
factures and to the prosperity-of the people. . These ‘
Jatter were mostly ‘among the ranks of Englichmen, ,
influential mercantile classes representing the: larg& :
agency firms who are always mchned to develop com-
mesce at the expense of industries.  Now anew era
.of bope and expectation is before us. May God grant”
its early fulfilment [ Great Indian politicians had re-
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.cognised long ago the perilous plight to which the in-
vdustrxes of India had been reduced and  the necessity
of emanmpatmg India from the economic slavery to
the nations in. the West .andin the Far East.' If had
‘become the one topic.of absorbing interest for over
two decades among politicians and to find out a cure
Hor the malady had been the anxious thouglit of every
p‘at:rlkot A few English statesmen here and there
recognised that plight, but the Government as a whole
were not alive to the seriotisness of the situation, It
required the great war to open the eyes of the:
‘Government both here and at home, - The obvious
teuth - that a country - cannot prosper by agricuiture
alone aay more than a country can permanently
prosper by manufactare alone and that the two must
thrive side by side to give employment to the popula-
tion of the country had been’ ignored. ‘England
awoke to her helpless and dependent position for her
food supphes duting the war. The Indian Govem~ :
‘ment have, now been forced to recognise how India
‘had become more and more a dumping ground for
the manufactures of foreign nations: and its attention
has ‘been forc1bly drawn. to the extent of India’s:
dependence upon ccmdattons outside British - Emp1re
for the supply . of many of the necessaries of life for
her people. ~But the people had recogmsed it long-
ago. O‘rﬂy ’chey were helpless against overwhelming

odds.’ We were pamfully aware. of the fact that we
were being | fed and clothed, diverted and entertained,

lighted and washed warmed and comforted carried
and housed by the farcwn artlzan We were: further\
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pamfuﬁy aware of the great dlsproportxon between
exports of manufactured goods and the export of raw
material from the country as ‘also ‘of imports’ of raw.
material to the import of finished goods. 1In fact the
Railway pollcy and various other measures taken by
Government actively encouraged such a situation..
Industrial Conferences from 1905 onwards drew
pointed attention to these defects and urged on the
people and the Government to take early radical
remedial measures. Without meaning ‘any diSparade#
ment of the illustrious members constituting the
Commission, nor in any way minimising'‘the great-
importance of the Report, it may be stated that most
of the recommendations of the Industrial Commission
¢an be traced in the Resolutions of the Conferences:

We hail this: Report as" the - dawn of day: after a
long Ioncr dreary night. "Prompt decision and quick:
‘action on the part of the Government and willing
response from the people are necessary to accomplish
the industrial developm’ent of the country and thereby:
to give India economic stability—an object dear to
the heart of every true lover of India. As I remarked!
the other day to a member of this Commission, if
these recommendations are given effect to, enough
would have been done for at least a generation. He-
truly re;omed that they have given enough good
material for public men ‘to. take up.  Public men of
all ranks can join hands. There is.no question of
Moderates and Extremists or Brahmins. and Non-
Brahfnms on this platform.

It must not be forgotten that the dlfﬁcuttzes in the
-path both of Government and of the people are great..
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They are' of a two-fold nature,  India has to fecover
her position under exceptional economic conditions-
which few nations on ‘earth have to face.. Other coms
petitors have got the start—have got a'big and a long
start—and India is unfairly handicapped in the race
in that its Government has not got an uncontrolled
fiscal policy of its own. : ‘ &
There is one note of warning which must be clearly
sounded, that in building up the industries the capital,
control and management should be in the hands: of
Indians. The taking of any steps which merely mean
that the manufacturer who now competes . with us.
from a distance would ‘transfer his activities to India.
and compete with us within our boundaries should be"
strongly shunned and avoided, - The .Pandit in his
Note draws pointed attention to this aspect of the.
question by quoting these wise and generous words of
Sir Frederick Nicholson in his concluding paragraph :
* “I beg to record ‘my opinion that in the matter of
- Indian_ industries' we are bound to consider
,indmn interests firstly, secondly and thlrdly ,
1 mean by firstly’ that the local raw products,
should be utilised, by *secondly ’ that industries
should’ be mtroduced and by ¢ thxrdiy that the
profits of such industry sbould remain in the»
country.” PR
We must maks our attxtude plain ‘that we strongly
object to all foreighers exploiting the ‘country, whether
they be subjects of the British Empire or not, so long
as the” ptoﬁts of the industry do not remain .in the
country. ~The caution has become all the more
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necessary since. the Madras Times the other day
objected to the use of the word *foreigner’ in respect
of British subjects in India. In industrial matters we
cannot help counting.all people’ forelgners who merely
earn profits to be carried otit of the country.

‘It now behoves the public to lend that strong
support which is claimed from it to any well-
considered scheme for industrial progress which Gov-
ernment may feel fit to adopt, on a consideration of
-the recommendations of the Industrial Commission ;
and from the speech of His Excellency the Viceroy
made the other day at Calcutta it really locks that
the time for action has already come. Let the Gov-
ernment supply the stimulus by an organised system
‘of technical, financial and: administrative  assistance:
‘and we will with one voice 1espond to that stimulus
and help towards attaining the ideal of an INDIA
“strong in her own strength and a’ worthy partner of :
the EMPIRE.” IR - B

‘:‘»_.RlTHERDON HOUﬁ:’?-”’ T RANGKCHARE.
" VEPERY; MADRAS, ; : :

_ Javik 'J‘an’umry.’ 1919, }
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