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PREFACE.

T such a time as this when the necessity there is for
educating the fair sex of our land, has been. fully
shown,. when the natives of this Presidency have been
brought to feel the want of such education, when exertions
are put forth in various quarters to establish schools for
“the education of females, and when the Government have
made arrangements for establishing -a female Normal
School, -with a- view to educate them most effectually,
indeed, no apology is needed to publish a book on the
training and education of females.

This book consists of-two parts, the first being advice

to females; written in Tamil metre, on the manner of be-
“having themselves, with rules and principles to guide them,
supplemented by four lyrics on the characteristics of a good
wife as compared with those of a bad one, and on the neces-

sity of educating females, and the manifold advantages

_arising from their edycation. The whole of this part, with
the exception of the lyrics, was originally written for the
use of the author’s own daughters; and with a view that
~others also may be benefited by the study of it, he has
thought it best to print it as a part of the work now pre-

_sented to the public. This part is divided into chapters’
treating of the following subjects: wiz.,, Plety; Respect

- due to Priests ; Honor due to Parents; Advice; Obedience

v
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to Husbands ; Chastity ; Training of Children; DBenevo-
lence; Wisdom ; Sin; and Good Works.

The second part contains an Eassy on Female Educa-

tion, in writing which, the author endeavoured fo draw
- all illustrations from facts that Hindus are acquainled with,
and to show the absurdities of their prejudices gmd
objections in the most agreeable manner possible, without
religious bias, and thus to adapt the Essay to the taste of
Hindus in general without distinction of class or creed. k

One of the crying evils of the land being the degras
dation to which females are subjected in their domestic and
social life, the writer has dwelt at some length on this
evil, and has endeavoured to convince the reader, by facts

and illustrations, by a reference to the old shastras, &c., of
 the right that the softer sex of our fand have to be treated.
by their husbands, &c., with greater kindness and regard -
than what, by the pernicious custom of this country, fall
to their lot. : e

Should this humble production of the author in any ,'
way “conduce towards raising the social condition of
‘women of India, he will consider himself amply repaid.

MAYAVARAM, e e
12th May, 1869. | . 5. VEDANAYAKAM PILLAY.

SECOND EDITION

In this edition the second paﬁt has been conéide‘xvtabl’yff
eplérged, and a third part on the Social Status: of Woménb,
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the respect due to them, and the manner in which they
should be treated has also been added to the book. The
fact that Hindu women are treated almost like slaves by
the generality of Hindu men and that they are not allowed
gither freedom of speech or freedom of action, has struck
the author as such a great social evil, that he has added a
s;j?dmte Essay on the sub;ect The general tone and

character of thls part are in keeping with those of the
- second.

: MAYAVARAM, i '
“Tst October, 1870. S. VEDANAYAKAM PILLAY.
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SELECT PRESS OPINIONS

CRITICAL NOTICES
(FrROM THE “ Jaffna Freeman’)

We have been favoured with a copy of a Tamil work
entitled “ Penmadi Malai, and Pen Kalvi, or a Garland of
Advice to Females, and an Essay on Female Education””
by Mr. S. Vedanayagam Pillai, District Munsif (Judge) of
Mayavaram, Tamjore District. It consists of two parts,
the first being advice to Females written in Tamil metre,
and containing 170 distichs which, when chanted, fall
most harmoniously on the ear. This part is also supple-
mented by four lyrics. “On the characteristics of a good
wife, as compared with a bad one, and on the necessity
of educating Females, and the manifold advantages aris-
ing from their education.”

~ Indeed, we have seldom met with a Tamil poet of the
present day who is never in want of words to express his
thoughts suitably to the occasion and to the character . of
the poem be writes. But our author seems to be an ex-
ception. Words are always in readiness to serve him in
apy manner he chooses, and he hassucha wonderful com-
mand over them that neither thyme nor alliteration nor
sense suffers for want of suitable words. Unlike the ordi-
nary Tamil Poets of the present day, his thoughts are not
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governed by his words, but his words are under the full
control of his thoughts. He gives his advice to females
in a manner that is likely to make a very strong impres-
sion on their minds. Most of the important subjects that
ought to attract the attention of the young female aré
concisely treated in this part, which is written in a style
that is both simple and attractive. The author does not ;
travel into the regions of History or Philosophy n search
of illustrations, but the ordinary and most impressive pro-
verbs which are on the lips of everybody answer his pur-.
pose, and that most admirably. He isnow grave, now gay,
and now pathetic, but is impressive and pithy throughout.
Every word of his scems as if it has been weighed, and
every line as if it had been duly poised. But with all this
the versification does not at all seem to be laboured.:

The lyrics found in this part are capital pieces of
composition. The author’s sentiments are conceived with
great vigour and propriety, and his versification is not in
the least laboured, but peculiarly smooth and melodious.

_ If one who is acquainted with the character of Tamil Lyric
poetry were to sing Mr. Vedanayagam Pillai’s four lyrics,
to the proper tunes, he would find something peculiatly
charming and attractive in them. There is nothing in the
versification that is abrupt or obscure, the flow and melody
of the lines are highly attractive; the tone that'the author
assumes is uncommonly agreeable; he is at one sublime, :
serious, gay, tender, and witty; his: style is elegant and
well-finished, his expressions are pure, picturesque, ardent,
and withal simple and correct; the poetry is graced and
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adorned throughout by the judicious introduction of metaé
phors and other figures that serve to please the imagina-
tion and add mterest to the composition.- Our opinion is.
that, as a writer of lyric poetry Mr. Vedanayagam Pillei
stands very high, and that it is not an easy thing to name
a Tamil poet of the present day that can rival him. We.
thihk he is only second to the celebrated writer of the
lyr1cs .on the Ramayanam. e

. The second part, which contains an Essay on Femalej
Educatmn, has excellencies peculiar to itself. _The author
says in-the preface, that he has endeavoured to adapt it
“to the taste of Hindus in general without distinction of
class or creed,’® and this we find to be borne out by almost
every page of the Eseay. * In this Essay, the author’s know--
ledge of the subject he writes upon, and his great acquaint-
ance with native society and manners, are clearly seen.

Its style, again, is admirably suited to the class of readers
for whom the work is intended, and the sentiments em-
Bodied therem are ably conceived and well-digested. His
'seni:ences are not encurmbered by superfiuous words, and.
they. are of moderate length ; his cadence is varied and his
ﬁgures are correct and glowing. He writes with  some
degree of ardour amd like one Who hag devoted. much
thought to the subject he treats of. His observations re-
garding ‘the pernicious custom prevalent in India (and we
should say, in Ceylon, too) which dooms females to a life
of “modified form of slavery, are indeed excellent. He
‘deplcts the inner life of Hindu Fetnales most -accurately,
fand pomts out most cleverly the evil effects arlsmg from
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the state of degradation to which they are now. subject.

We must confess that, although we have seen a number of
works in Tamil prose, we have not met with such an excel-
_ ‘lent prose composition as the one we now review. As a
o rule; Tamil prose writers are terse and- dry. Bu’c indeed
M Vedanayagam Pillai is an exception; for, while hﬁ_; 3
“informs the understanding, he fails not to please the™ -
* imagination and the ear. T
. We learn that he is the author of 4 number of
~ excellent lyrics now sung by many in Tranquebar and
Tanjore Districts and that they have not as yet been
printed. After we have séen such excellent specimens
- of Mr. Vedanayagam Pillai’s lyric-poetry, we cannot. but
be anxious to see in print all the lyrics composed. by him ;
and we would therefore urge on him the desirability of
getting them printed. EARE RS ST
' The following extract is taken from the * Christian
College Magazitte ) EE FRS
: “The first Tamil Novel:—The Story of Prathaba
* Mudaliar by S. Vedanayagam Piltai, District Munsif, -
- ‘Mayavaram, Madras, Scottish Press, 1879, e

- *“In these days whern out vernaculars are ‘at a dis-
" count the appearance of this Tamil Novel should be hailed -
- with joy. [ One swaliow does not- make. g ‘sumaner;”
 says the proverb; yet it may be the herald of sunny days,
~and as such, deserves to be greeted by a cordial welcame:
-~ Such a welcome must be given tothis novel, which, though -
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it cannot constitute a new literature, marks the coming
‘of a new era.] .

©“The erter of . thls novel, Mr Vedanayagam Pillai,
besides being our first Tamil Novelist, has other claims to
popular esteem.  He is one of the best of modern Tamil Poets.
_Same of his best known works are the following : Nithinul,
Siddhanta sangraham, Penmathimalai, Penkalvi and Penmanam.
- Readérs may be inclined to questlon his claim to be the
first Tamil Novehst but so far as we know, the: claim is -
perfectly just. It is true that the immortal. Beschi wrote
the ‘“Adventures of Guru Paramartan,” a book ‘made
‘familiar to Englishmen by the pencil of Alfred Crowquill, -
and we have ako seen another little book published some
twenty years ago in verse which the author designates a
Tamil Novel. But the term will be far more justly applied
to the work before us than to either of these. The only
‘other work of ﬁctlon which deserves mention is the trans-
Undine ” which originally appeared in the pages
5 Dmavartamam ”  But this is a European tale.
The Present Novel Prathaba Mudaliar -was ~published seven
i;years ago, and i is now out of print. (It is a volume of -
three hundred a,nd thlr‘cy pages, admirably written, and fal of
purity of sentiment and sognid’ wxsdom It is an excellent book to place
in the hands of our Tamil young men, is calculated to stir
their thought on many sub]ects, and reveal to them the
'weaknesses of our time. The writer isnot afraid to speak
aloud his views on 1mportant questlons both social and
pOllthcLI and as they are “the views of one possessing much
' telhgence, con51derable experlence as a Government'
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official, added ‘to -+ intimate knowledge of native social
life, they are entitled toa respectful hearing. The story
into which all these are woven is full of interest and
roughly Hindu: we follow Prathaba Mudaliar thre
childhood and youth 6 to his marriage and the chegue
_events of later years, and he is by no means the so
: 'obJect of interest to be found in the story: his -
- Granambal, Kanaka Sabei, and others, make up a ser: £
excellent characters, ‘which cannot fail to delight the reader.
We were especially pleased with the narrative of Pratha-
ba’s childhood and education; the character of his easy-
- going father and his indulgent gmndmother are admirably
" delineated. English readers cannot fail t6 learn much
from the author’s glimpses of the inner life of a Hmdu
famniy : ~

The Madras Mail 77th July 1972. Two Useful
Reprints :— Penmathimalai '~ is a reprlnt by Mr. V.

" Gnanapragasam’ Pillai, of Mayavaram, of a Tamil book
" written in 1869 by his father, the late Mr. Vedanayagam
~ Pillai, an Indlan Chrlstlan and a Tamil scholar who was
- employed in the Judlcml Department and who retired as
District Munsiff of Mayavaram. The book consists of two
- parts, the first being advice to women, written in Tamil
‘metre, and the second being an essay on female: education.
In the first part, the author deals with avariety of subJectN
such as piety; ckastzty, devotion to pczrents and’ husbcmds,
training of children, good works, etc., The other part deals
with the manifold advantages of female education, ‘ahd
shows the absurdities of the Prejudices which the ﬁééﬁble
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