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“Truth s the property of the Infinite,
The pmsuit of Truth of the Finite”—Von Muller.

En biinging out a second edition of the Thirukutta-
la Kuravangj: some fiftcen years after the fust, the pre-
cent editor desiies to say a few things which may
serve to capture the atiuntion of the Tamilreading public
that may 1n the abscnee of an mtioduction, pass this by
as a miunor litoary product of secondary importance. To
the editor mmsclf, the task s both a labour of love and
the fulfilment of a prous duty towads the author whose
descendant he :s  But the average 1eader (and read-
crs of Tamil ae, alas, tooiare anc have to be caught

walily) may not care to go on unless he knows some-
thing of the author and s work.

From time to time in the history of ow planct,
men have spiung up remaskable for their scholarship
or therr wisdom or therr capacity to sacrifice themeclves
wholcheartedly for the public good; and cven those who
have shuffled off this mortal coil have left their wis-
dom and experience for the benefit of posfetity m the
shape of books. Southern India can also boast of such
great men. One such was Thirukuta Rajappan Isavr-
rayar, the author of the present work. He was born
at Mclagaram near Courtallam, Tinnevelly District,
about two hundred and fifty years ago (within two de-
cades more or less) He was the author of fourteen works
three of which have appeared in print, viz., Thiruk-
kuttala Kuravanjyi, Thirukkuttalapuranam, and Thiruk-
kuttalamalai. The works both published and unpubli-
shed are remarkable for their literary ment and devo-
tional value, and that too in a land where devotional
poetry 18 by no means rare. The present work—the
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Kuravanji—won the approval of a conclave of Tamil
pandits brought together for the purpose by the Pandyan
king, Muthuvijayaranga Chockalinga Nayakkar, at Cour-
tallam. The king was so mightily pleased that he hon-
oured the poet with the titie of temple vidwan of
Thirukuttalam, and granted him lands almost adjacent
to the temple. which to this day are known as Kura-
vanji Medu. The datc of the grant, a copper-plate
one, 1s the 12th of Thai of the vear 1640 (Saliva-
hana Era) corresponding to 891 of the Malayalam Era or
1718 A. D. According to tradition, the poet was about 70
years old at the time  The Jands so granted were inheri-
ted by and are also now in the enjoyment of the editor
and his revered brother, M. R RY K. 5. Vaithilingam
Pillai Avergal. Among the contemporaries of the author,
special  mention must be made of the eminent Tamil
devotional poet, Tayumanavar, and Namasivayakavi-
rayar of Vikramasinghapuram, an ancestor of Mathava
Swvagnana Yogr Who won immortal renown by his Ma-
padiyam and other great works on the Saiva Siddhanta,

The work itself is unique in character. Literary
precedents 1t had none: one or two have attempted to
follow, but with indifferent success. It belongs to be
oeneral class of street dramas, a style of performance
which stili persists, though unhappily fast dying out.
The modern stage with its garish hights, flaunting cur-
tains and fetid atmosphere seeks to blend all the
effects of action, song and scenery, but lamentably
fails to create any effect. The illusion it produces
is in its own mund, not in that of the spectator; and
the solitary pleasme the latter derives is the melan-
choly satisfaction that without any special effort on
his part, he can 11hale all the disease bacilli known and
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anknown to Science. And in return for this, he has to
pay and that richly. In what a refreshing contrast to all
this is the street-show! Nature provides the stage and
ntost of the hghting effect; the open theatre does away
with the heat and discomfort of the modein stage The
players depend for then lwlihood not on the gate, but on
charitable endowments The audience s 1n a sweeter,
cleaner and more receptive mood and the “‘philosophic
pill" adnunistered through the play goes down casily,
though it cannot boast of much “gilding.”

To provide a liee show goes a long way to secure
an audicuce; but to keep the audience oue must capture
its imacmation  And what is better calculated to do this
than a love-tale? The strect-shows are thus tales of love
from 1ts inception to 1its consummation, present or
expected

South Indian devotional literatiure, God-intoxica-
ted as it 1s, knows of no higher or more appealing sym-
bolism than the refined Love of man and woman  The
soul sccking its creator 35 like the high-born lady who has
had a glimpse of the 10yai lover, but has missed him, and
sits waiting for him, too 1gnorant of the world to set out
to seck him, too modest to confess her love and too
much unsettled to hide 1t successfully.  Even thus does
the Divine spark lecp troubing thus finite clod, till at
last it rejoins the parent-firc. The Elernal One tas
drvided itself into two, which ever seek to mcree
themselves each mn the other. And on the fimte plane,
nothing can symbolisc this hetter than Tuman fove \What
nobler aum can a plav have than to capture the mindofa

crowd with a tale of love that all the while puomts to
the higher way?
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The humen-d:vne love molif vwis, thay, commen
to South Indian literature
SCNL WOt consist

o

and the doplicat:

The unigqueness of the pre-
5 1 the mbodoction of the Kurati
»: of ibe lpwa theme The Kuravars

of today are a ~ o o, T with
difficulty thattaa oo 070 oo Snteal
tribe. Thewr modi- 7 0 o0 8 C ooy they
are stll npotedondvy -+ Lo 0wt 0 0 - hnown
{o snare buds and = . . . ‘ in lie
bandicoots; their e o, » v st not
so very long ago, thens wou g se o . ..ya pie-

turesque life, to judge from this waik w7 wire then
as now essentially nomadic, and the wandermyg life of
these gipsies scems to have given them a fund of experien-
ce and quaint knowledze The gipsy-woman wione seems
to have preserved traccs ol hesancient iore, for she is still
souzht after to tell the fortnnes or tattoo the bodies of her
higher placed sisters. A roaming carefree hfe with its
ups and downs and its innamnerable poiats of cortact with
reople high and low, of vaitous climes and communities,
would necessarly polish the wit of the dullest person; and
the Kuravars, to judge from the Kuravanjt would appear
to have been anything but a dull fot.  The scenes where
Singan (the Kuravan) and Smgt (the Kuratht) appear
are indeed full of the most sparkling wit.  The mtroduc-
tion of such characters in a street-play was calculated to
enliven the mtciest and reieved the tedium incidental to
the otherwise fra:l structwe of such plays. To do this
without deme wiclence to the main theme was a stroke of

genius for which our author deserves unstinted praise.

The heroine. a lovely maiden accomplished in all the
arts and graces of the period. isout playing tennis, which
sppeais to have been even then quite a lady-like accom-
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plishment  While thus engaged, she sees Thirukudana-
thar (the deity of Courtallam) come out in procession,
She feels strangely affected, but does not quite realise
what her malady is or what the cause of the trouble is.
The cold moonlight and the delicious breeze, otherwise
so welcome, have now become torments, along with all
thoughts of love  She chides the Moon and Cupid for
their cruelty to one 1n her helpless condition.  She com-
munes with her companions and finds out she has fallen
m love  But who 1s her lover? When will he come again?
Or will he come at all? Is this passion to be fruitless?
Is all that is left to her only to pine away (her bangles
are already slipping off her armns) and die ? At this
juncture appears the Kurathi. She may know something
of this mysterious lover, for she is a much travelled
person. She has gonc round the whole of India even
to the confines of China. She has met many royal
personages and has been nchly rewarded by them.
And besides, 1s she not mistress of the occull? She
is brought m and questioned. Of course, the cause,
of the trouble is plain to her. She knows who the
lover is, and describes not only him, but also his
country and his abode From the lips of the gipsy
we get one of the finest descriptions of Courtallam
and its precincts® The heroine now knows all that

*Poets yearning to enjoy and describe the glories of Nature
can find no better place than Courtallam, Its woods and its
water-falls combine majesty with grace. The heart eXalted by
the sight at once turns to thoughts of worship, and who more
worthy of worship than the Lord Siva appearing here IN HUMAN
FORM as Kurum Pala Isar,the LORD OF SHORT JACK
TREE? The original tree is still in eXistence, and if it is the same
as the one mentioned by Tiru Gnana Sambandhar, must be over
1,000 years old. This is a very great age, but not improbable,
in view of the claim that the BODHI tree at Anuradhapura is the
same as the one planted by Asoka’s sister, when she went on the
mission to Ceylon.
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she can know from an outsider Description has served
to illumine much that was dark before Conceniration
may now begin and realisation follow in ifs wake,
The gipsy has fulfilled her function ;she is suitably
rewarded and allewed to depart.

This, however, is not the last we see of the
Kuarathi, Her intervention, thouzh n»t improbable, is
more or less machanical or artificial. But the gipsy
is no machine ; she 15 a humin being. capable of
loving and being loved. And the human interest is
kept np when we see her lover, Singan, on the
stagc. Sigan is a fine man of his class, expert in
the walks of life common to his community. Wiule
pursuing successfully his usnal avocation of snaring birds,
he sees Singi, loves her and follows her. He misscs
her for a while, and when at last he finds her, heis
bewildered at seeing her decked out in silk and gold. He
is jealoas. Where could she have got these? Has any
one fore-stalled him’ Then we hear Singi soothing him
and dispelling  his fears with her wondrous tales of the
countries she had visited, the people she had met, and
t+he exhibition of her skill which had brought her the gifts
she was showing off. A love-tale gives little room for the
display of historical or geographical knowledge; but
the tale of Singt's travele abounds in such references
We hear of the Kiluvai Mannan, Sinnananja Thevan,
(Qeiren ar@sos 5 @awsn) who provided a copper roof to
the Chitra Sabha at Courtallam (this is one of the five
sabhas of Nataraja’s mystic dance); in the year 657 Mala-
yalam era we also hear of Shenbaga Maran who re-edifled
the Tenkas: temple 1n the year 424 Malayalam Era.
These perscnages arc historical. The description of the
ornaments gives us an interesting picture of the jewellery
of the time fashioned mn the image of flowers, and birds
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and small animals. [t is also interesting to note that
while the Ramayana harps on the unhistorical ten heads
of Ravana, the Saiva Samayacharyas thought more of
his Sivabhakti and the saintly devotion of his wife,
Mandothari who had but to command to secure the
presence of the Lord to remove her from this vale of
sorrow
Qasrallafms amipIwrm asraflss
1o St g airwrQ ar — gyeud
Quin araurig.ud 53 &5 g Zoor us &7 5 F9T
sy el gnBenm — woa'3a
This aspect of the Ravana story finds expression in the
play and serves to show the profound Sivabhakt of the
Author (Readers who are {urter tevested in this subjcet
are referred to the work of the late Prof. P. Sundaram
Piilai, author of Mansnmaniyam, and my worthy friend
(M R.Ry. Rao Salub V. P. Subramania Mudaliar Avl,
a Tamil scholar and poet of no mean order).

The introduction of the second love thems has the
effect of giving body to the play. 1t may be compared
to the effect of the bass m a piece of music. The tune
played is good, but the bass and the tenor together make
for the richness of the music The tale of the soul 11 quest
of God is good; the tale of theman in pursuit of a woman
is common. But the good and the common put together
make this work what it is excellent.

The slight change of em phasis in the two Love themes
js also note-worthy. Itis the love of a woman in the one
case and that of a man in the other. If psychologists are
correct, the love of a woman is and 15 bound to bz purer
fuller and moral asting than thst of a man. Isitnot fitting
that both these should be presented side by side in
relation to and contradistinction from D.vine Love which
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indeed is the sole theme and the undercurrent of the
play? Divine Love 1s greater than all; but the superionty
of awoman’s love to man’s is that not an mdication of
superiority of God’s Love to the rest?

Enough has been said by now about the charm and
distinction of the work. Those who would know more
must go to the work itself; for no criticism can do justice
to its infinite grace and beauty. The editor has only
attempted to show that here is the production of a poet
of the first rank. It may be worth noting incidentally
that in common with other great poets our author sceins
to have possessed the power of gifted expression, which
apparently by itself could bring about what was desired
or wished, Thus, for instance, he referred to ILANJ1 as
MEERUMILANJI in the present work, and as PonNILANjI
in the Thirukkuttala Talapuranam; the prosperity of the
village llanji scems to have dated from this period.

The fame and popularity of the play may be further
judged from the fact that the RajAn OF TANJORE created
an endowment for its annual staging in the Siva Temple
at Tanjore, at the time of the NAVARATHRI festival.
The performance is given to this day.

Reference may be made to SOME OF THE DESCEN
DANTS OF THE AUTHOR to show how near he was to our
own times. THE MOST FAMOUS OF THESE was SRILASRI
SuBrRAMANIA DESIGA SwaMiGaL, the saintly and most
illustrious FORMER PANDARA Sanniph! of THIRUVA VA
DUTHURAI MUTT. He was a scholar of great renown, and
a great PATRON OF TaAMIL and SANSKRIT learning and
SouTi INpian Music. His praises have been sung by
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eminent men like the late ManaviDvax MinAKSHI-
SUNDARAM PiLLAl, the late CHRISTIAN, SCHOLAR and
TAMIL POET VEDANAYAGAM Piirar and Mahamaho-
padhyaya Sri V. Swaminatha Aiyar Avergal whose
fame is well known to the Tamil world.

VAITHILINGA KAVIRAYAR, the elder brother of the
Swamigal, was also a scholar of repute, both in Sans-
krit and Tamil. He was invited to the Courts of
Travancore and the Setupathi and Seithur and was
held in great esteem.

The present Head Tamil Pandit of the Hindu
College, Tinnevelly, M.R. Ry. M. C. SUBRAMANYA
KAVIRAYAR Avl., is another descendant. ‘This gentle-
man’s scholarship was recognised recently by the presen-
tation of a KHILAT at the time of the Prince of
Wales' visit in 1922.

The house where the poct and SRILASRI SUB-
RAMONIA DESIKA PANDARA SANNADIII were
born still stands and is in the possession of the present
oditor. It was visited by the late Ramnad Rajah Bhas-
kara Setupathi, among others. At the suggestion of his
esteemed friend, the PRESENT RAJA OF RAMNAD,
Iis Highness Rajah Sethupathy Srimath Hiranya Garba-
yaji Ravikula Muthuvijaya Reghunatha Rajah Maharaja
Raja Sri Raja Rajeswara Sethupathy ALTAS
B. Muthuramalinga Scthupathy Avergal, the editor has
carried out extensive repairs tO the house so that it may
continue to stand for centuries and serve as a place of
pilgrimage, even like Sankara’s birth - place at Kaladi.
May Saivite devotees make it a point to visit the place.
Gurupuja is performed every year, and any slender
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profits aceiuing from the publication of the poet's woiks
are devoted exclusively to the peformance of the puja.
May his lfe and works ever be a source of nspiration
to us and a light to guide us to the Path of Grace.

Rao Sahib, K. S, Karpagavinayagam Pillai,
25—10--"27.

NOTE:— The first edition was brought out by M. R. Ry,
M. R. Arunachala Kaviravar Avergal of the Madura Tamil
Sangam, who has rendered invaluable assistance to the prescnt
edition as well by contributing illuminating notes etc. The
-present editor {akes this opportunity of rendering him a full
measure of thanks as also to Sri Manivasaga Saranalaya Swami-
gal of Kallal, Ramnad Dustrict, for his interesting and exhaus-
tive Tamil preface and to his uncle M, R. Ry. M. C. Subra-
monia Kavirayar Avergal for his sincere help i bringing out
this edition with grace.
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