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PREFACE

»> SERIES of articles on Tamil, about fifteen in number,
- was contributed by me to the Swadesamitrern, in
thé early nineties of the last century. A digest of these
articles was subsequently read by me before the Tamil
Society of ithe Madras Christian College, the late Rao
Bahadur C. W. Damodaram Pillai, B.A., B.L., presiding.
To the dfgest I added some traits of the Tamils and called
it « Tamil and the Tamils.” This was published in the
Manoharan in 1896.

I have now re-arranged, and, in many places, rewritten
the above, giving an account in the end of the habits and
customs of the Tamils of the pre-historic age, as far ascan-
be gleaned from Tolkappiam as well as the classics of the
age of the Last Academy of Madura, with a view to give
some idea to the college student about the then state of
‘civilization of the Dravidas. In the absence of any history
of Tamil Language and Literature, the Essay must naturally
be imperfect, and felt unsatisfactory by literary connois-
seurs. Nevertheless I would feel amply recompensed for
my work, if it should only arouse some interest in our

college students in the study of our dear old classics.

PERAMBORE;
1st January 1906.
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* [Malayalam had not formed into a separate dialect at this period,
and only one language, Tamil, was spoken from the Eastern to the
Western Sea. Zhe Tamils 1800 Years Ago.]



G

I

2. 3y ereugy Hmedih @eTUFET inghR-euT!—
Foflg Brrfl b eraraub %.ﬂcu@wfrgﬁl@u Hiblp eTer
f QU eTaTUTi & Db LIGVT & (FHLD O L GTLIT LT B
Fewdw. g.ﬂ’ﬂ'fﬁ)g?L_Lb—r&.ﬂ’a)gl_Lb——(d}JL&L_Lb—.g'ZTLBGTTL.C-—(&}LQ
orib— 50 erer wepe e LpHHSTL Y. LUSSE) G&Fw
Qe paiadr Crra&, ‘oppe sl TS
e FFflés QuUers %/ﬁurias%ir, sLhor—glor b—F T
Boriv—Grilitb—grfieb—griati b oS IS
were aiems QF iarrriart eTer aTgE SLpliuT.
80 ot aun Bl pOwry, '

“Supar mem@unler Cauligym @lsre Qubles

Qpapey samdp wrfay HePw@snp Safi@uw.”

“Llsbgmi/ Qanpun aJAG %nr eowEsmE

Coaewp st Saaymp &g

wemr sgadar wPige wHaa @&y’
e @y HC L1 T &7 0 Qesdwrgsfle, @etlenw 6Tar UL
Cuir@Ll Tl QuibsTHpue)b, Prrafli_ b 6T e SLn
CFroddm s sBCpr@ FbubFpm ST QT
o g, QLT L5 HEVE @HLD (LPLDEI& T g1 (&5 LD @o@_@uﬁr@”
Cswris. Srriliih GeTLS Bl L I SV H@HOT @TLL
Lt L aadsatle srar@er $Q&mi /BaJGw/T/Jﬁ
QuUTED FETEHIWT S LjQAT SaT Frurslpu, o1
Qurlfl) s ren L off (e ar @ Ler@er@m & T e W
Qi@ Aeoup B s S slbarps Brirail b 6T 6T LJ 5637
Bfesusr g way CLpp L& REE LD

3. Sp siedp eunigensles e pUSH —psH T
CeNéBaru wars@aTun LW E@D T GBS
LT asdE, Gefla s 516l Quir@peru@ib B8 p or e
SBp0wr Gy  srrew  HOGHAwWTE @pmHIOT il 5



10

Gparui S, Gz oL PG o7 s Bath GLiT
aiflav mgg:*é;@wmg&%@ﬁfm@, Ggar@urfl erarTig
656w f-6 50w S~ 5B e wGH apEGus.
ul D sTETLIT Bai. OCeardms ZMTSSU SNTETE
Wd an Gt (N0 yeemis /5!_17-'5"(@”_/ %L.JLJ[’.'L'_ (Gustay ‘
Opert) ereruai, @GP BTy pHETRSE e ‘
sirt srariGard E sl L & Beori ; DYOUT HOT LIT e ‘
ot ereTLG; K@ B T ymeGsrand

FBmine e b 6T eI FT S, eg/g@f@.uﬂ@ Grorib—z8 -

, sraren. @pssar eerui.  HerCerearer
=010 55 @p’?:if?@mdr wr® ppays UTEROFE Y
wpBsna g Ne it g1 &6 &, Qps B LT Fp o
QuTEESTE.  BeNS GFET@L . ouLmls Gwryl
sarowrS; & @SB awrs BABsm oo
e owir & sT SrETiLTi & P oy b ewedliuji & ST
DGR U LD EE Guor i flen & @ ST @)L 19 GTT AL
Quoi LAOUGT s, @ILLIT ) T pRari sl ps snsar
wramagiien GFer@wTl eTerL our@erLG@earp o
7 e0Sms Garem®n e pBeeTn.  GadlEash
Srh s AL gab @oRaowr fawiw FibiLpay
L1 & T T (L0 T 2 c@{é@ﬁﬂu?@&mm@m QLo W (G el T
G ser g ari HTEW Lol ot il G 6 ST i
T &7 QU LpiEI(E AT sreTLg GuTIEE ST S, HYFCa o
Fh i arar g 55505005 @evda.

4. 30 eretiuz GHTETMGSTL. GRS HEL-Lg.—
& 25 S B U@L SUTE@ (pSET DT@YEE
TT{EWD Q(:zwéves;rﬁ@ui :\}{:gm)ﬂil_@@@fﬂ, B & & o
I rTLER GFlug GsTLRmEGupeTaCr, Q& eT
GG s 6T D Grom LAl T e tor @l
LTS E)Jr%‘vﬂéi@ll_l"_ﬂ_’)}ﬁi'f@,@f)ﬁ-\), %Qﬁu wraou@u LruTs



11

Grar@ph @ibior T TG, « g 180per @oraly o5
rpGp sTerpilh, “an_Qaimsi i 0 & a1 @offl wirul
g SBie 2 soOQESL 6T Db, “Q&FFHBLp
Coing usrana Saggh eTeTmlb, “@as s D
Pwgm ayps0srd Fasmfl oTermih Gmmer b oy &
TOF s 5 Sl s QFLalrT? gsQa @EE i
Suwrf wrowe & sipararCr LB eTe @D Ferad
NLEST DLW FTS GHE S S eTaru g GuT F@HLD.
Queliui Qpig srramgms 205 @Crim g
srofl srar sTfuwery, @& B rrserLeTer
Soswinr sefan.  Drrisermiw  YITSHTSDE

SsrSSHEST, %n?u@am_w LTT SETIOT G S &R e

4

Crrgamd@ qpe Gupp UL 555 QFluSdU @&
_@Lb srar, T QFerdnTd Sall e oresTl LU cgl/ﬁwf
sor LT@EsTul L oSG GrewssBe w5
Dareyn HyCarsgrowLw A ilepEamrid.  LTDEE
SeT FLhLF ST FbussussT rTlDeEr D & fwi
sCar a5 pmm wif srily (Lpigey ST L SFESaSauUT

) .

BLpT s@Beni_ s LjT7 ST rflgsms gyrruu

FET. B
LE RS Dot G ar B HI5T S 5 ) o B e 3T R B & ;
LERm pai sar G @%ws sair Pleau Sl S @B &GS
Fwis QBEFFHUTXT.  GES el 6TLILIQ U

@@aszrm)rsjf@é) Geuaflosréa B *

#Most of these Mongolian tribes emigrated to Southern India
from Tamalitti, the great emporium of trade at the mouth of the
Ganges, and this accounts for the name ‘‘Tamils’’ by which they
were collectively known among the more ancient inhabitants of the
Dekhan. The name Tamil appears to be therefore only an abbrevia-
tion of the word Tamilittis. The Tamralipta are alluded to, along
with the Kosalas and Odras, as inhabitants of Bengal and the adjoin-
ing sea-coast in the Vayu and Vishnu Puranas. — Tke Tamils 1800
Years Ago.

The Pali form of the Sanscrit Tamralipti is Tamalitti. It is now
known as Tamluk, and lies on a bay of the Rupnarayan River, 12
m_lles above its junction with the Hugli mouth of the (Ganges, 35
miles 8. W. of Calcutta.—--McCrindle’s Ptoleny.]
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"It is true it would now be difficult for Telugu to dlspense \u*h
its bansknt : more so for Canarese ; and most of all for Malayalam :—
these languages having borrowed from Sanskrit so largely, and being
so habituated to look up to it for help, that it would be scarcely
possible for them now to assert their independence. Tamil, how-
ever, the most highly cultivated ab in#ra of all Dravidian idioms,
can dispense with its Sanskrit altogether, if need be, and not only
stand alone but ficurish without its aid.:
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* In the highly-cultivated languages of the Indo-Furopean family,
post-positional additions have gradually been melted down inta
inflections, and sometimes even blended with the root ; whilstin the
less plastic languages of the Scythian group, the principle of ag-
glutination has been more faithfully retained, and every portion and
particle of every compound word has not only maintained its original
position, but held fast its separate individuality. In this particular
the Dravidian languages agree in general rather with the Scythian
thah the Indo-European ; and hence in each dialect of the family
there is, properly speaking, only one declension and one conjuga-
tion.—Caldweli,
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* [When we compare the physical type of cultivated high-caste
Dravidians with that of the Brahmans, 1o essential difference what-
ever, and very little difference of any kind, can be observed. In macy
mstances the features of the high-caste Dravidian women aré as
delicately formed and regular as those of Brahman women themiselves,
whilst their complexions are equally fair; and if any difference-
appears, it consists not in Mongolian breadth of face, but in greater
elongation and narrowness. The Dravidian type of head will even
bear to be directly compared with the European. Compare, for
instance, the heads of the Tamil or Telugu pleaders and translators.
in any zillah court with that of the presiding English Judge ; and it
is evident that the Dravidian heads differ from the English only in
being smaller and narrower,—with a preponderance in the former of
the signs of timidity and subtility, in the latter of physical and moral
courage.

Amongst the lower class of the Dravidians, 1 have occasionally
observed a type of head which is somewhat inclined to be what is
called Mongolian, that is, it exhibits unusual breadth across the
cheek-bones, a pyramidal forehead, 2 somewhat oblique position of®
the eyes, and a pyramidal nose with a broad base.]—Caldwell.
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# [From the evidence of the words in use amongst the early
Tamilians, we learn the following items of information. They had
¢ kings, > who dweltin ¢ strong houses,’ and ruled over small ¢ districts
of country.’ They had minstrels,” who recited ¢ songs ’ at ‘ festivals,’
and they seem to have had alphabetical ‘ characters ’ written with a
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style on palmyra leaves. A bundle of those leaves was called
‘ a book ;’ they were without hereditary ¢ priests’ and ¢ idols,” and
appear to have had no idea of ‘heaven’ or ‘hell,’ of the ‘soul’ or ‘sin;’
but they acknowledged the existence of God, whom they called 4o,
or king—a realistic title little known to orthodox Hinduism. They
erected to his honor a ¢ temple,’” which they called K4-iZ, God’s-house;
but I cannot find any trace of the nature of the ‘ worship’ which they
offered to him. They had ‘laws’ and ‘customs,’ but no lawyers or
judges. Marriage existed among them. They were acquainted with
the ordinary metals, with the exception of ‘lead,’” ‘tin,” and ‘zinc;’
with the planets which were ordinarily known to the ancients, with
the exception ‘Mercury’ and ‘Saturn.” They had numerals up to a
hundred,—some of them to a thousand; but were ignorant of the
higher denominations, a ‘takh,” and a ‘crore.’ They had ‘¢ medicines,’
but no ‘medical science,’ and no ‘doctors;’ ‘hamlets’ and ‘towns,’
but no ‘cities;’ ‘canoes,’ ‘ boats,” and even ‘ships’ (small ‘decked’
coasting vessels), but no foreign ‘ commerce;’ no acquaintance with
any people beyond sea, except in Ceylon, which was then, perhaps,
accessible on foot at low water; and no word expressive of the
geographical idea of ‘island’ or ‘continent.” They were well
acquainted with ‘agriculture’ and delighted in ‘war.’ They were
armed with ¢ bows’ und ‘arrows,” with ‘spears’ and ‘swords.’ All the
ordinary or necessary arts of life, including ‘spinning,’ ‘weaving,’ and
¢ dyeing,’ existed amongst them. They excelled in ‘ pottery,’ as their
places of sepulchre show, but were unacquainted with the arts of the |
higher class. They had no acquaintance with ‘ sculpture’ or ‘architec-
ture ;’ with °astronomy,’ or even °astrology’; and were ignorant,
not only of every branch of ‘philosophy’, but even of ‘grammar .
Their undeveloped intellectual condition is especially apparent in
words relating to the operations of the mind. Their only wordsfor the
“ mind ’ were the ‘ diaphragm’ (the gp7v of the early Greeks), and
he * inner parts’ or ‘ interior’.. They had a word for ‘thought’, but
no word distinct from this for ¢memory’, ¢judgment’, or ‘con-
science’ ; and no word for ¢ will’. To express ‘ the will’ they would ;
have been obliged to describe it as ¢ that which the inner part says, 4
1 am going to do so and so’.—Caldwell.]
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