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PREFACE.

NEARLY two decades have elapsed since the
lamented demise of V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar
whose life in its brief compass had been so full
of promise and performance for the restoration
of the glory of Tamil Literature and the revival
of Tamil studies. During these two deca.des,
strange to say, the student of Tamil in our
University has had little chance of becommg
acquainted with the works of that scholar, with
almost the single exception of The History of the
Tamil Language which has often been prescribed
as a text book. One of the greatest votaries of the
Deity of Tamil Culture is thus rapidly passing into
oblivion, very possibly because, in spite of the
eminence of his literary productions, there are
few of them capable of being used as text-books.
That such an excuse is poor and ridiculous goes
without saying. But even such a halting excuse
will become impossible with the publication of
this small volume of essays culled from various
magazines to which they had been contributed
by the author. Written in elegant prose, brief in
compass, and replete with those excellences
which are demanded of the best literature and
which are known in Tamil as Qerédpwuid and
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Qurcperpwid, these essays are in every way
remarkable and worthy of close study. We would
commend, in particular, to the reader’s attention
the ability with which scientific ideas (of reputed
Western growth and modernity) have been
expounded in Tamil without. any vioclence to
sense or sound. This must serve as an eye-opeher
to the opponents of vernacular medium of instru-
ction. But the object of the publisher-who, by
the way will feel extremely grateful to Editors
of magazines and reviews who will bring to light
any more essays of V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar
not yet published in a collected form-will be
more than achieved, if this volume serves to
familiarise students of Tamil in cur University
with the name and something of the work of this
great scholar, who did so much for our Literature,
but alas! was not spared by unkind Fate to do
more. ‘
S. 8. SURYANARAYANAN
Reader in Philosophy,
Limbidis Garden, Royapettah
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