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I can see across centuries and a vision comes
‘to me of & life which has left its signature in this
land and wi:uch sb:ll flows in my blood. I bring
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the memory of a meeting to you—a meeting which
awakened the sout of this country into a new path
of fulfilment with its wealth of ideas and arts,
That Age is silent today among the torn leaves of
records difficult to decipher : it is like a gem thab

Time has stolen away, only the casket of it lies in

magnificent ruins. The heart of India once
throbbed under the sunny skies of these shores,
and dreamed its dreams in beauty and scattered
its thoughts for a rich harvest of culture in an alien
land. I feel that the India of these days has come
in my person to visit once more her forsaken home
which has such assaciation of years of achievements
- and growth of a civilisation, I am a messenger
from her past, I stand by your door, seek a seat in
your heart and ask you ro recognise me, even new
when that history has grown dim and the lamp
" that was lighted in the first festival evening of
union bears no fawme. My friends, know me to be
-one who belongs to that gereration of poets who
one day under the perfumed shade of your own
. trees offsred welcome to the first arrival of Spring,
‘who sang of love under your silent stars, who
«chanted the praise of the golden-veiled dawn and
ths last vanishing light across your western sea.
Know that my heart beats in the same rhythm of

‘human joys and sorrows, as those of my forerunners.
did who in the remote past lived among you, My
voice ever is for the aspiration of men for light

17

and love and liberty, for the triumph of the divine . -

* martyr over all that is basely cruel and maanly

selfish, I bring you the greetings ef that radiant -
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India who lavished her light of mind on this Jand,
and the message of sympathy and fellowship from
the present-day India who lives separated from
you by the distance of geography and the lightless
isolation of her own obscurity.” (Tagore’s speech
at the Municipal Theatrs, Saigon on 21— 6—1929.)
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