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FOREWORD

The author of this book is gifted with the rare
combination of absolute devotion to Siva and aseverely
critical ‘method of historical research. The chapters
dealing with the historical background of the lives of
Nambiyandar Nambi, the Vyasa of the Tamil Saiva Scri-
ptures, called the Tevaram which are the outflow from-
the hearts of Appar, Sambandar and Sundarar, filled with
love to Siva, and Sekkilar, the author of the Lives of the
Sizty three Saiva Saints contain references to important
points in ilXptlonS not. noted py previous workers. In
these chapt several knotty “problems of early Sola
history have been satisfactorily solved by the author. This
skill in historical research has not drained from the
writer’s heart his devotion to Isvara; the chapters recount-
ing the legendary lives of his heroesare calculated fo
stimulate in the minds of youthful readersthe religious
splnt which modern education 1saccused of extinguish-
mg The style of the book is simple, yet dignified, as he
is a pandit who has mastered early and mediaeval Tamil
literature; his style deserves imitation by the young. I
have very great pleasure in commending this book to the
earnest attention of readers of modern Tamﬂ prose
literature. o :

‘THE COTTAGE’ l
‘LIMBDI GARDENS J P. T. SRINIVASA TYENGAR,.

8th Janvary 1980.
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