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In this little volume, the author has made a unique and
jaudable attempt to s=t forth, in a concise but none-the-less

» comprehensive form, ways and means which may, with advan-
tage, be adopted to bring about the renaissance of the Tamil
language and to restore her to the pristine purity and glory
which it was her proud privilege to enjoy during the Sangam
age. Literature is admittedly the mirror of the ideals and
aspirations of a people, their customsand manners, and their
culture and civilisation. Judged by this standard, the prolific
output of high class literary works during the Sangam age
bzars ample testimony to the excellence of culture and
height of civilisation that prevailed over Tamil Nad during
these halcyon days-not to speak of the potent and mighty
influence of her artsand literature upon the Jands bordering
the Indian Ocean and the immznse treasure that steadily
flowed into the land, because of the vastnzss of her trade
F’i,md commearce which extended, in those dayg, from Java and

“’Sumatra on the East to Egypt and Babylonia on the west.,

Bat, since then, she seems to have fallen upon evil days,
and, owing to a combination of various causes, the canker
of decadence, neglect and sloth set in, and slowly ate into
the vitals of the Tamil Society, with the consequert result
that, for about a thousand years preceding our own times,
the literature of the land seems to have practically come to
a standstill, and, but for a very few works of outstanding
merit which lay scattered during the period like oases in a
desert, this age may well be called the barren period of Tamil
literature, Indeed, towards the close of the last century,
things had come to such a pass that Tamilians of light and
culture began to consider it ¢nfra dig to address, on public
platforms, in their own mother tongue. .



| But, in the beginning of the twentieth century, a change
) of.the better came over the land, thanks to the soul-stirring,
Jatriotic and inspiring songs of Vara Kavi Subramanya
\3harathi, to the fine prose works of Arumuga Navalar who
wtroduced a fresh outlook and gave anew orientation to the
'rt of writing prose compositions, and the original and
cholarly researches of Mahamahobadyaya V. Swaminatha
,uver and his revered preceptor, Mahavidwan Meenakshisun-
{laram Pillai, and it is indeed a welcome sign of the times
Ihat the ancient language of Thiruvalluvar and Kambar is
“ast coming backinto h=r own, and that, helpzd on by the
! n.coming irresistable tide of nationalism, strenuous attempts
! re now being made to restore the language to her antique
| reatness, and to make her, once again, the appropriate
| ehicle for the interchange of thoughts and ideas among the
\leople who constitute the Tamil Group.

| But, the success of the renaissance movement depends
\hostly upon our Pandits, for, on them devolves the stupendous
ask of propagating, among the Tamilian youths, a real and
Ibiding love for their moth:r toaguz, and of inspiring their
|uvenile minds with an irrepressible ardour for eariching the
| terature of their land with their own solid contributions
lonsisting of both original works and popular translations of
Ihe works of eminent authors in the other languages of the
liorld. It behoves our Pandits, therefore, to shed away, once
[pr all, their inferiority complex, to get rid of all pedantry
Ind obscurantism which som> of them at least cannot but
e said to have been guilty of, and to make their instruction
s interesting and lively as they can, by taking to up-to-date
] 1ethods of language-teaching. '

\

! Himself a teacher of experience in Secondary Schools,
’!nd inspired, as he is, by a burning love for his mother.
ongue, Mr. Ilakkuvan is, in my humble opinion, doing a
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distinct service to the Tamils by trying to focus their atten-
tion upon the necessity to give an impetus for the development
of the mother-tongue, and by chalking out, mainly for the
benefit of his brother-teachers, methods that may usefully be
employed in the teaching of the language, so as to render
its study interesting and popular. There cannot but be
differences of opinion in the matter of details, the methods
and means suggested-for not even the tallest among us can,

at any time, claim to have said the last word on such a
subject-but nobody will be better pleased than Mr. Ilakkuvaq
himself, nay, he will feel himszlf more than amply repaid fm
his labours, if his endeavour should result in stimulating
thought and provoking healthy eriticisms and constructlve
suggestions. Nor can he be denied the praise and comman.
dation due to him for being almost a pioneer in the field in
having come out with such an enterprising brochure. May
hislabours be crowned with success, and may God vouchsafe
unto him sufficient guidance and light so as to enable him tq
bring out, in future, more useful publications of this kind fo1

the betterment of our beloved and glorious Tamil Nad, i

S. Aravamuda Aiyangar,

Head-masteq

i

Board High School,
Nannilam. }
19.—-1.—40.
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A book entitled Hov;
Teach Tamil was placed in
hands a few days back.,
was very original and interes
One feature of the book I!
and that is
courage with which the au

very much

has frankly portrayed the|
state of affairs relating to s
of the Tamil classesand Par
in High Schools of
Presidency. No doubt t
refres,

might be some

exceptions. Coming from
Pandit of considerable exj
ence, interested in creating
taste for Tamil, the sug‘.i
tions are conceived from |
point of view |
will yield the most benef;
results. I wish lovers of T¢
will adopt the procedure |
lined in the book and earn

practical

gratitude of the school g
population. !
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